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          Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

29/05/2013WRA00350Disability Allowance Payments

29/05/2013WRA0040010. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will maintain 
disability allowance at its current rate in budget 2014. [25723/13]

29/05/2013WRA00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Revised Estimates for the De-
partment provide for expenditure of €1,115 million in 2013 on the disability allowance scheme, 
an increase of €29 million (2.7%) over 2012.  There were almost 102,400 recipients of disabil-
ity allowance at the end of March.  However, the Government was able to reduce the net sav-
ings required in Budget 2013 to €390 million, €150 million less than originally indicated.  This 
enabled the Government to ensure, for the second year in a row, that there was no reduction in 
primary weekly rates of payment, including the rate of disability allowance.  In addition, there 
were no changes to the weekly fuel allowance which may be payable with disability allowance 
or to free travel, which DA recipients also receive.

In relation to the forthcoming Budget, the Deputy will be aware that the Expenditure Report 
2013 published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform last December provides 
for additional new expenditure reduction measures of €440 million to be achieved in 2014 in 
the Department of Social Protection budget.  The Government have not made any decisions in 
relation to measures to be introduced in Budget 2014.  The Government will finalise its consid-
eration of the Budget in the coming months having regard to all of its commitments, including 
the commitment in the Programme for Government to maintain welfare rates.  The outcome of 
this process will be announced on Budget Day.

29/05/2013WRA00550Work Placement Programme

29/05/2013WRA0060011. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update 
on her Department’s work in introducing a work placement initiative to allow the unemployed 
to work within local authorities. [25640/13]

29/05/2013WRA00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government, as part of the 
Budget package for 2013, announced a number of initiatives focused on providing work op-
portunities for jobseekers, including the provision of 10,000 additional work placements across 
a number of schemes.  The additional placements on community employment, Tús and Job-
Bridge have already been rolled-out and are in the process of being filled by the sponsoring 
organisations and implementing bodies. The Budget package introduced a new initiative with 
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local authorities to provide 3,000 part-time work opportunities in 2013.  This is in line with the 
commitments set out in the Action Plan for Jobs and Pathways to Work.

The design of this initiative has been largely completed and local authorities have been 
engaged in a process of identifying the nature of work and range of opportunities that can be 
made available across their administrative and operational areas.  Local authorities have been 
asked to complete consultations with staff representative bodies and other key stakeholders to 
enable the scheme to commence on a staged basis over the coming months.  Currently, 13 local 
authorities have agreed to lead out the first wave of the initiative and selection of participants 
will commence by the Department of Social Protection in the coming weeks.  Following re-
ferral of interested customers by the Department, each local authority will conduct their own 
recruitment process, involving skill profiling, job matching and vetting by An Garda Síochána 
before a person is assigned to a position.  My understanding is that the local authorities in this 
first wave have identified some 700 positions to be filled before the end of September.  The 
remaining placements are in the process of being identified with a view to having commenced 
recruitment by the end of 2013. 

29/05/2013WRA00750Rent Supplement Scheme Expenditure

29/05/2013WRA0080012. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
port on her Department’s spending in 2012 and to date in 2013 on rent supplement; the number 
of persons currently in receipt of the payment; and her views on the effect of rent supplement 
levels on rent rates, particularly in the greater Dublin area. [25705/13]

29/05/2013WRA0090057. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
cap on rents, which is penalising those on social welfare, against the backdrop of rising rents. 
[25639/13]

29/05/2013WRA01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
12 and 57 together.  There are currently approximately 86,000 recipients of rent supplement 
for which the Government has provided over €403 million for 2013 and €423 million in 2012.  
Expenditure on the scheme up to end April 2013 is approximately €127 million.  The purpose of 
the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private 
rented accommodation and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes op-
erated by the Exchequer.  As the Department currently funds almost 30% of the private rented 
sector it is essential that State support for rents are continually kept under review, reflect current 
market conditions and do not distort the market in a way that could increase rent prices for oth-
ers such as low-income workers and students.

Analysis of recent reports has shown that rents have increased in some urban areas, includ-
ing Dublin, with rental asking rates falling in other cities and rural areas.  Revised rent limits 
were due to be in place from July of this year.  However, I am pleased to say the review is al-
most finalised, with new rent limits expected to be in place in early June.  The emphasis of the 
review is to ensure that value for money is achieved whilst at the same time ensuring that people 
on rent supplement are not priced out of the market for private rented accommodation.  All ma-
jor urban population centres are being examined to ensure that rent supplement applicants can 
access temporary housing arrangements whilst seeking employment opportunities.

29/05/2013WRA01050Family Income Supplement Eligibility

29/05/2013WRA0110013. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
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reducing the income thresholds used to assess qualification for family income supplement. 
[25715/13]

29/05/2013WRA0120051. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will direct 
her Department to begin a public awareness campaign to highlight the availability of family 
income supplement. [25716/13]

29/05/2013WRA01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
13 and 51 together.

The family income supplement or FIS payment is designed to provide income for employ-
ees on low earnings with families.  The FIS payment preserves the incentive to remain in em-
ployment in circumstances where the employee might only be marginally better off than if he/
she was unemployed and claiming other social welfare payments.   I am happy to inform the 
Deputy that the processing of all FIS applications both new and renewal made to my Depart-
ment are fully up to date. It should be noted that total FIS claim intake rose from 37,597 in 2007 
to 51,214 in 2011 and at present there are just over 40,440 families who are benefiting from the 
scheme. Expenditure on FIS for 2012 was of €224 million with estimated expenditure for 2013 
to be of the order of €229 million.

The FIS payment preserves the incentive to remain in employment in circumstances where 
the employee might only be marginally better off than if he/she was unemployed and claim-
ing other social welfare payments. To qualify for payment of FIS, a person must be engaged in 
full-time insurable employment which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working 
for a minimum of 38 hours per fortnight or 19 hours per week. The applicant must also have at 
least one qualified child who normally resides with, or is supported by  him or her. Furthermore, 
the average family income must be below an income threshold which varies according to the 
number of qualified children in the family.

FIS income thresholds have been maintained at the same level since 2010. Prior to this FIS 
income thresholds had risen broadly in line with equivalent social welfare rates so as to main-
tain their value relative to unemployment payments. A reduction in income thresholds would 
have financial implications which would have to be considered in the context of the budget.  
There are no plans to do so currently.

More generally, I recognise that creating jobs and tackling poverty are two of the key chal-
lenges that we face. It is essential that our tax and social protection systems play their part in ad-
dressing these issues and ensure that work is worthwhile. To this end, I established an Advisory 
Group on Tax and Social Welfare with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and experience in 
order to address a number of specific issues. These include making cost-effective proposals for 
improving employment incentives and achieving better poverty outcomes, particularly child 
poverty outcomes. In this regard the Group is currently examining the issue of working age 
supports, which includes consideration of in-work supports such as FIS.

The availability of FIS is currently advertised and promoted by means of a number of ap-
propriate and cost-effective methods. The Department of Social Protection’s website provides a 
description of the qualifying conditions and contact details along with examples of the families 
that can qualify. A visitor to the website can access comprehensive and easily understandable 
information about the payment and download an application form and information booklet.  
From 16 January 2013, the date on which the new Departmental website was launched, to date, 
the FIS pages have received almost 40,000 page views. Further prominence will be given to 
FIS on the Department’s website shortly as it is planned to advertise the scheme on the revolv-
ing banner on the Department’s home page. Information is also available through the Citizen’s 
Information Service and on their website.
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The Department recently undertook a series of road shows around the country designed to 
inform employers of Intreo, the new integrated one-stop shop service in the Department, and 
to let employers know about all the incentives that are available to encourage them to employ 
people from the live register. These events provided an opportunity for employers to learn about 
the wide range of support services provided by the Department, including FIS.  Information on 
FIS forms part of the Department’s employer information pack which is available via the web-
site and the Department’s employment support service staff throughout the country are fully 
briefed on FIS.

My Department is shortly to embark on a poster campaign in all the Department’s local 
offices and the Department’s information officers and employer liaison officers have recently 
been briefed on the qualifying criteria and supports that FIS provides for employees with fami-
lies on low incomes.

  Question No. 14 answered with Question No. 9.

29/05/2013WRB00150Social Welfare Code Review

29/05/2013WRB0020015. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Social Protection the benefits of the job-
seeker’s transition payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25870/13]

29/05/2013WRB0030039. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason she is pro-
ceeding with plans to transfer lone parents to the new jobseeker’s transition payment in view of 
the fact that a safe, affordable and accessible child care system similar to that found in Scandi-
navian countries is not yet in place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25865/13]

29/05/2013WRB00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Question Nos. 
15 and 39 together.

As part of the forthcoming Social Welfare and Pensions Bill, 2013, I am introducing reforms 
to the Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) scheme to ease the transition of former recipients of the one-
parent family payment (OFP) scheme with young children to the JA scheme.  These reforms 
will create a transitional arrangement specifically for former OFP recipients with children under 
14 years of age who are awarded a JA payment. This arrangement will operate for a transitional 
period and give these individuals an exemption from the JA conditionality that requires them to 
be available for, and genuinely seeking, full-time work. This transitional period is required as 
lone parents with young children have caring responsibilities which may have prevented them 
from being available for, and genuinely seeking, full-time work.

This arrangement will enable lone parents to work part time, provided they satisfy the JA 
means test, and will therefore offer them the continued security of income support from my 
Department. Lone parents on JA under this arrangement will also be able to access the new 
afterschool child care scheme, which provides subsidised afterschool childcare if they secure 
employment or engage on a CE scheme.

The aim of introducing these OFP reforms and creating this arrangement is to improve out-
comes for lone parents. As a result of these measures lone parents will now be able to access 
the Department’s activation supports and services. As part of this process, all lone parents on JA 
will be profiled, have a group engagement, and be encouraged to develop a personal develop-
ment plan in conjunction with their case officer.  This personal development plan will identify 
suitable education, training, and employment programmes that will enable them to improve 
their skills set and increase their prospects of securing employment. 
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The exemptions from the full JA conditionality will remain in place until the lone parent’s 
youngest child reaches the age of 14 years.  At this point, should the customer continue to claim 
the JA payment, he or she will be subjected to the full JA conditionality.

29/05/2013WRBBB00450Social Welfare Code Review

29/05/2013WRB0050016. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is satisfied that 
the current social protection system possesses sufficient flexibility for the fluid movement of 
people between employment and unemployment in view of the fact that many retailers have 
expressed frustration that they cannot fill temporary seasonal staff positions because of the dif-
ficulties and delays that they would encounter re-registering for social protection payments; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25861/13]

29/05/2013WRB00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Where a person states that they 
have found work, it is normal practice for a jobseeker claim to be closed.  However, in cases 
where the customer is taking up a short period of temporary work or training (up to 8 weeks), 
arrangements are now in place to simplify the process of returning to the live register at the end 
of this period.  In these cases, instead of closing the claim, payment is suspended temporarily 
for the duration of the work or training course.  When the person signs on again after the period 
of work or training, the claim can be reactivated without delay and payment restored.  Where 
a person accepts an offer of short term temporary work or training it is important to advise the 
local office in advance of the expected duration so that the process I describe is put in place.

29/05/2013WRBBB00650Maternity Benefit Issues

29/05/2013WRB0070017. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amount spent on 
maternity benefit in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25815/13]

29/05/2013WRB00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total expenditure on maternity 
benefit in each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012, and to date in 2013 is set out in the following 
table:

Year Expenditure 
2010 €323,938,363
2011 €309,140,618
2012 €303,139,000
2013 (01.01.2013 to 19/05/2013) €107,242,779 

29/05/2013WRBBB00850Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

29/05/2013WRB0090018. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the plans she has for 
changes to the domiciliary care allowance and disability allowance; and the date on which she 
intends to make any changes. [25714/13]

29/05/2013WRB01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government fully recognises 
that the domiciliary care allowance (DCA) scheme represents a very important support to par-
ents and guardians who live with, and care for, children with a disability. Likewise, the disabil-
ity allowance (DA) represents an important income support to people who are unfit for work.
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DCA is now in payment in respect of over 26,500 children, an increase of over 3,500 since 
the Department took over responsibility for the scheme from the HSE in April 2009.  Spend-
ing on the scheme and the respite care grant, which is automatically paid to all recipients, has 
increased from €138 million to €145 million between 2010 and 2012.  In 2012, DA was in pay-
ment in respect of 102,000 customers at a cost of €1.09 billion.

The second report of the Advisory group on Tax and Social Welfare on the issue of the Bud-
get 2012 proposals regarding DA and DCA was published on 10 April 2013.  At the same time, 
the report of the Review Group on the operation of the DCA scheme was also published.  These 
reports make a number of policy recommendations, which make a valuable contribution to the 
policy debate in relation to young people with disabilities.  My colleagues in Government and I 
will consider these  findings, taking into account future developments in terms of the budgetary 
and fiscal situation as well as other work underway.

The administrative recommendations made in the report of the Review Group on the op-
eration of the DCA scheme will result in an improvement in the level of service provided to 
our customers and will assist in ensuring that those people who meet the qualifying conditions 
for the payment receive it in a timely manner. Some of these recommendations are already 
implemented and it is my intention that the remaining recommendations will be implemented 
quickly, to this end an implementation group, representing those groups and Departments who 
contributed to the review, is in the process of being established.

29/05/2013WRBBB01050Habitual Residency Conditions

29/05/2013WRB0110019. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will direct 
her Department to catalogue information on the number of returning Irish emigrants who ap-
plied for but were refused a social welfare payment on the basis of not fulfilling the habitual 
residency condition. [25719/13]

29/05/2013WRB01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not available and there are no plans to capture these data.  Habitual residence is just 
one element of social welfare claim conditions that must be satisfied and applicants must also 
satisfy the other conditions to receive a payment.  Each case received for a determination on the 
HRC is dealt with in its own right and a decision is based on application of the legislation and 
guidelines to the particular individual circumstances of each case.  An Irish national returning to 
live here on a permanent basis should experience no difficulty in demonstrating that they satisfy 
the requirements of the HRC.

29/05/2013WRBBB01250European Court of Justice Rulings

29/05/2013WRB0130020. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the way she proposes 
to respond to the decision of the Court of Justice of the European Union on 25 April 2013 
which found that the State is liable for the shortfall in pension funds for the Waterford Crystal 
workers; the estimated cost to the State of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25834/13]

29/05/2013WRB01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The ruling by the European Court 
of Justice was in response to a reference by the High Court seeking clarification of the interpre-
tation of European law emanating from EU Directive 2008/94EC on the protection of employ-
ees in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  Following the ECJ ruling, the matter will 
now revert to the High Court for consideration.  Given this matter remains before the courts 



29 May 2013

601

it would not be appropriate that I comment further on any aspects of or possible issues arising 
from the case at this time.  Careful and detailed consideration will of course be given to the 
ruling of the European Court of Justice and of the outcomes of the case before the High Court.

29/05/2013WRBBB01450Property Taxation Collection

29/05/2013WRB0150021. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection in the event of 
money being deducted from social welfare payments for the local property tax, as provided for 
in the Act, the maximum amount that could be deducted from each of the social welfare pay-
ments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25867/13]

29/05/2013WRB01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Finance (Local Property Tax) 
Act 2012 allows for a person who is liable for the local property tax, and who is in receipt of cer-
tain social protection payments, to have local property tax deducted from their payments.  The 
Revenue Commissioners have agreed with the Department of Social Protection the schemes 
to be included in the deduction at source facility for local property tax as follows: State Pen-
sion (Contributory), State Pension (Non-contributory), Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Contributory) Pension, Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Non-contributory) Pension, 
State Pension (Transition), Blind Pension, Invalidity Pension, One-Parent Family Payment, 
Carer’s Allowance, and Disability Allowance.

The deduction at source facility applies to the individual’s personal rate of payment only.  
The Finance (LPT) Act 2012 also provides that the amount that can be deducted from the per-
sonal rate is calculated after any deduction is made for recovery of social protection overpay-
ments and after any amounts required to be deducted by an order of a court.  In order to main-
tain statutory minimum incomes, the Department will not make deductions of local property tax 
that will bring a personal rate payment below the Supplementary Welfare Allowance personal 
rate - currently set at €186 per week.

The maximum amount that can be deducted is subject to these conditions, and the Depart-
ment will act on instructions received from the Revenue Commissioners.  Customers should 
satisfy themselves that the amount deducted each week from their social protection personal 
rate of payment will meet their local property tax liability.

29/05/2013WRBBB01650Invalidity Pension Application Numbers

29/05/2013WRB0170022. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide de-
tails of the numbers of persons who applied for invalidity pension in each county for the years 
2010, 2011 and 2012; the numbers of those who were refused and granted and of those who 
were refused, the number that appealed the decision and the number that were successful and 
unsuccessful in those appeals; of those applications which were successful before and after ap-
peal, the number of cases that were decided solely on the condition of being incapable of work 
for at least 12 months and likely to be incapable of work for at least another 12 months; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25709/13]

29/05/2013WRB01750Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is set out in the tables.

Invalidity Pension Claims
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Year Received Awarded Disallowed Total decided
2010 8774 3445* 3411* 7614
2011 14621 2107# 4697# 12829
2012 11510 6352 11423 17775

A breakdown of Invalidity claims awarded and disallowed is not available from Decem-
ber 2010-June 2011.  A dual payments system was in operation from December 2010 until all 
claims were migrated onto a new computer platform in May 2011.

* Breakdown for period January 2010 - November 2010 only  included

# Breakdown for period June 2011 - December 2011 only included

A full year breakdown of decisions by County is not available prior to 2012.  Figures for 
2012 are shown in the table and relate to current address. 

Invalidity Pension Claims 2012

County Received Awarded Refused Withdrawn Total Deci-
sions

Antrim 1 3 1 1 5
Armagh 0 2 1 0 3
Tyrone 0 0 1 0 1
Cork 1357 758 1,305 101 2,164
Clare 230 131 217 19 367
Cavan 195 72 178 9 259
Carlow 217 114 189 13 316
Dublin 2735 1524 2567 158 4249
Donegal 335 190 323 12 525
Down 3 7 3 1 11
Derry 0 1 0 0 1
Fermanagh 4 1 4 1 6
Galway 403 242 350 23 615
Kildare 538 318 496 35 849
Kilkenny 213 122 183 14 319
Kerry 311 204 285 31 520
Limerick 618 374 572 36 982
Longford 130 67 119 7 193
Louth 366 184 355 19 558
Leitrim 100 65 83 5 153
Laois 189 101 206 13 320
Meath 439 205 405 27 637
Monaghan 133 54 134 9 197
Mayo 274 155 278 15 448
Offaly 238 120 253 15 388
Roscommon 151 103 139 11 253
Sligo 175 115 153 12 280
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County Received Awarded Refused Withdrawn Total Deci-
sions

Tipperary 408 256 398 23 677
Waterford 323 208 296 13 517
Westmeath 207 126 212 12 350
Wicklow 286 177 260 13 450
Wexford 447 219 426 24 669
No entry* 484 134 329 30 493
Total 11510 6,352 10,721 702 17,775
*Claims with no entry for county may be resident abroad.

Social Welfare Appeals Office statistics are not maintained on a County by County basis 
and the Chief Appeals Officer is not in a position, therefore, to supply the specific information 
sought.  However, the table gives information in relation to the total number of appeals in the 
years in question.

Invalidity Pension Appeals - 2008 - 2012

Year Appeals Al-
lowed

Appeals Partly 
Allowed

Revised De-
ciding Officer 
Decision(*)

Total with Fa-
vourable Out-
come

2008 233 1 78 312
2009 243 1 82 326
2010 341 6 185 532
2011 408 6 345 759
2012 1,031 4 474 1,509
(*)  Where a person has received a decision to disallow a payment, it is open to them to ask 

for a review by a deciding officer.  These figures reflect those cases where a disallowed claim 
was revised on review by a deciding officer prior to determination by an Appeals Officer.  Gen-
erally these cases arise where a person submits additional information, not already considered, 
in support of their claim following a decision to disallow.

Decisions in relation to Invalidity Pension encompass all aspects of the conditionality e.g. 
PRSI contributions and medical conditions.  For those claims refused, it is not possible to say 
whether it was on PRSI conditions, medical conditions or both.  However, it is safe to say that 
the majority of claims are refused on medical grounds.

29/05/2013WRBBB01850Youth Guarantee

29/05/2013WRB0190023. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress that has 
been made in implementing the youth guarantee scheme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25807/13]

29/05/2013WRB02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The EU Council Recommendation 
on a Youth Guarantee received political agreement at the EPSCO Council meeting on 28 Febru-
ary and was adopted formally last month.  The Recommendation is that Member States should 
ensure that all young people under the age of 25 years receive a good-quality offer of employ-
ment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship within a period of four months of 
becoming unemployed or leaving formal education.
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While it is recommended that the guarantee should be implemented as soon as possible, it 
is recognised that implementation will be more gradual in the Member States experiencing the 
most severe budgetary difficulties and higher rates of youth unemployment.  The Government 
will now review the current range of youth employment policies in Ireland to assess what mea-
sures will need to be taken to commence the gradual implementation of the guarantee.  This 
will include the identification of what would be the appropriate timescale for implementation 
in Ireland’s current employment and budgetary circumstances.  In this context, the Government 
intends to work with all relevant stakeholders to maximise the impact of a youth guarantee 
in Ireland.  We have sought funding from the European Commission for a the proposed pilot 
Youth Guarantee project in the Ballymun area of north Dublin, and numerous organisations 
(e.g. IBEC, Ballymun Job Centre, National Youth Council of Ireland) have agreed to participate 
in this pilot.

The scale and nature of any additional measures required for the gradual implementation of 
a guarantee at national level will depend on the trend in youth unemployment, and in particular 
the number of young people likely to experience periods of unemployment of more than four 
months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome development that the official 
labour market figures published by the CSO recently indicated that the number of young unem-
ployed at the end of 2012, at 59,000, a reduction of almost 9,000 on the same time a year earlier.  
It is to be hoped that this is the beginning of a sustained downward movement in youth unem-
ployment as the economy recovers.  Even so, the implementation of a guarantee will, almost 
certainly, require an expansion in the range of opportunities currently on offer to young people 
in the form of further education and training, internships, subsidised private-sector recruitment, 
and supports for self-employment.

In this regard the State already provides a significant number of initiatives which are of 
relevance to young people and the Department of Social Protection took steps in Budget 2013 
to increase funding and places for schemes such as JobBridge, Community Employment, TÚS 
and a new state employment scheme in the local Government sector.  In total an additional 
10,000 places will be provided.  Other relevant provision is made through the training and edu-
cation programmes delivered through FÁS and the further education sector.  The size and the 
timescale for any additional provision that is both desirable and feasible, over and above that 
outlined above, will be established over the coming months.

29/05/2013WRC00150Departmental Staff Remuneration

29/05/2013WRC0020024. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of sav-
ings that would be made if salaries to personnel in her Department were capped at €100,000. 
[25727/13]

29/05/2013WRC00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The amount of gross savings that 
would be made by the Department if salaries to personnel were capped at €100,000 is approxi-
mately €592,000 in a full year.  This figure is based on the salaries paid as at week ending 16 
March 2013 and is inclusive of Employer’s PRSI.  This figure does not take account of lost 
revenue to the State from statutory deductions on amounts over €100,000.

29/05/2013WRC00350Public Sector Staff Retirements

29/05/2013WRC0040025. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she expects pe-
sons who are forced to retire from the Civil Service at 65 years to claim jobseeker’s benefit or 
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allowance until they can receive the pension at 66 and 67 years. [25718/13]

29/05/2013WRC00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act, 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This will 
begin in 2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) thereby standardising State 
pension age for all at 66 years.  The State pension age will be further increased to 67 years in 
2021 and to 68 years in 2028.  These changes apply to all fully insured employees, including 
some public servants.  Public servants (including civil servants) who are due to retire aged 65 
in January 2014 will be able to draw their occupational public service pension at age 65.  How-
ever, for those public servants (including civil servants) who are fully insured, their public ser-
vice pensions (and contributions) are, like many occupational pension schemes, integrated (or 
co-ordinated) with social welfare benefits.  This means the occupational pension paid is based 
on the assumption that the pensioner also receives the State pension (transition or contributory).  
Where this does not happen, a discretionary supplementary pension may be payable under the 
relevant public service pension scheme to bridge the gap.

In this instance, a supplementary pension is only payable where the individual, through no 
fault of their own, does not qualify for social welfare benefit or qualifies at less than the maxi-
mum personal rate.  It is, therefore, necessary to claim any available social welfare benefits 
in order to receive a supplementary pension.  This situation is not new and already applies to 
public sector workers who have a retirement age below 65.  For other workers, the main social 
welfare payments available to those who leave employment before pension age are jobseeker’s 
benefit and jobseeker’s allowance.  Persons aged between 65 and 66 years who qualify for a 
jobseeker’s payment are generally entitled to receive payment up to the date on which they 
reach pensionable age (66 years).

  It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age.  Increasing longevity and significant improvements in health status mean that 
people can work longer to support themselves in retirement.  Raising State pension age and the 
abolition of the State pension (transition) is a necessary step in ensuring the sustainability of 
pensions into the future.  The recently published OECD report on the Review of the Irish Pen-
sion System confirms that reforms are necessary if we are to continue to put pension provision 
on a sustainable footing given the changes in demographics, the deficit in the Social Insurance 
Fund and the difficult fiscal situation.

29/05/2013WRC00550Departmental Agencies Funding

29/05/2013WRC0060026. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of 
funding allocated to Citizens Information centres during each of the past five years; and the 
amount of this funding which was allocated to Money Advice and Budgeting Service in the 
same period. [25706/13]

29/05/2013WRC0070028. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on whether 
the 16 additional temporary staff assigned to Money Advice and Budgeting Service is suffi-
cient. [25708/13]

29/05/2013WRC0080034. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cli-
ents that Money Advice and Budgeting Service has assisted during each of the past five years. 
[25707/13]

29/05/2013WRC0090040. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is satisfied that the 
Money Advice and Budgeting Service will be able to discharge its role under the new personal 
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insolvency system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25820/13]

29/05/2013WRC01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
26, 28, 34 and 40 together.

The Citizens Information Board (CIB) is the statutory body responsible for supporting the 
provision of information, advice including money and budgeting advice and advocacy on a 
wide range of public and social services.  It provides some services directly to the public.  It 
directly funds and supports an extensive range of services through its delivery partners, includ-
ing the 42 Citizens Information Centres, CIS, and the Money Advice and Budgeting Service, 
MABS, which is made up of a network of 53 companies, including 51 local companies, MABS 
National Development and National Traveller MABS.  Some 277 money advice staff are em-
ployed across the MABS network.  The Citizens Information Board is allocated an annual bud-
get from which it funds all of its services.  It is responsible for ensuring appropriate governance 
arrangements are in place in relation to the expenditure of these public funds.  Responsibility 
for MABS transferred to the CIB in July 2009.  Funding for MABS now forms part of the over-
all CIB allocation.  The funding made available to MABS has increased every year since then 
and the details are as follows:

Year CIB Allocation from 
Department  (€m)

CIS Allocation from 
CIB  (€m)

MABS Allocation 
from CIB (€m)

2008 29.47 14.47 17.95 (direct alloca-
tion from Depart-
ment)

2009 28.01 15.57 17.67 (direct alloca-
tion from Depart-
ment)

2010 44.99 15.34 18.22
2011 46.64 15.49 18.36
2012 45.74 14.59 18.31
2013 47.45 14.59 19.00
*direct allocation from Department

The numbers of new clients and helpline callers dealt with by MABS in each year are as 
follows:

Year Clients Helpline
2008 16,600 10,973
2009 19,094 24,802
2010 21,653 27,742
2011 22,462 29,629
2012 22,198 24,202
2013 Q1 5,737 6,371

I am very pleased that sanction has been given for 16 temporary staff to be assigned to 
MABS for up to two years, to establish an Approved Intermediary Service as part of the new 
Insolvency Service.  The CIB and MABS National Development Limited are working closely 
to ensure the appropriate structures are in place within MABS to implement this new and im-
portant statutory role.  They have also engaged proactively with the Insolvency Service to 
ensure the Approved Intermediary Service is fully operational in time for the establishment of 
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the Insolvency Service.  I am satisfied that this additional resource ensures MABS will play an 
important role in the new arrangements for dealing with debt and will continue to provide a 
high quality personal service to assist people in overcoming their indebtedness and managing 
their finances.

29/05/2013WRC01050Child Benefit Rates

29/05/2013WRC0110027. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has had 
any discussions with the Department of Education and Skills regarding potential changes to 
child benefit payments. [25717/13]

29/05/2013WRC0120029. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has been involved 
in any discussions regarding the proposal announced by the Minister for Education and Skills 
on 8 May 2013 to use child benefit funds to pay for preschool education; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25869/13]

29/05/2013WRC0130052. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will maintain 
child benefit at its current rate and as a universal payment in budget 2014; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [25722/13]

29/05/2013WRC01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
27, 29 and 52 together.

Child benefit is a universal payment that assists parents with the cost of raising children and 
it contributes towards alleviating child poverty. The estimated expenditure on child benefit in 
2013 is around €1.9 billion and it is currently paid to around 611,000 families in respect of some 
1.16 million children.  The Government is conscious that child benefit, as a universal payment, 
can be an important source of income for all families, especially during a time of recession and 
high unemployment.  Since becoming Minister for Social Protection, I have strongly defended 
the universality of child benefit because the State must value every child and support families.  
The fact that every family receives child benefit, regardless of their employment status, also en-
sures there is not a disincentive to work.  It is envisaged that any proposed changes to the child 
benefit payment would be considered in the context of the annual budget and estimates process 
and announced on Budget day.

In addition to child benefit, the social protection system also provides assistance to low in-
come families with children through the payment of qualified child increases on primary social 
welfare payments and through the family income supplement payment.  Both of these provide 
a level of assistance which is directly or indirectly linked with a household’s income situation.  
Achieving a better design of the overall system of child income supports raises complex issues 
about the effectiveness and the efficiency of the full range of income supports currently pro-
vided to families and their children.  In this context and in line with a commitment in the Pro-
gramme for Government, I established an Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare, which 
has been tasked with recommending cost-effective solutions as to how employment disincen-
tives can be improved and better poverty outcomes can be achieved, particularly child poverty 
outcomes.  The Advisory Group prioritised the area of family and child income supports and its 
report on this issue was published in February.

This report makes important recommendations on how child benefit could be maintained as 
a universal payment while reforming the current system of child and family income supports 
so as to better target those who need these supports most.  Given the range of complex issues 
involved, including fiscal, operational and legal considerations, as well as the implications for 
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reforms in terms of child poverty and employment incentive outcomes, the Government has 
made no decision at this time on the core recommendations of the report.  It is the Government’s 
intention that the report will now contribute to the policy debate on the matter.  In considering 
the proposals to reform the structure of child and family income support payments, including 
the balance between income supports and services, such as child care, I expect the Government 
will also take into account further work by the Advisory Group on the issue of social protection 
and taxation supports for working age persons and more general developments in the budgetary 
and fiscal situation. 

Government policy on the provision of child care services, such as those supported by the 
Early Childhood Care and Education scheme, is primarily a matter for my colleague, the Min-
ister for Children and Youth Affairs.  Any proposal to fund additional child care services from 
reductions in the child benefit scheme would require a Government decision within an overall 
budgetary context on which no indications can be given at the present time.  It should also be 
noted that as the Government meets and acts collectively, Ministers regularly consult with their 
colleagues in Government on policy proposals and any implications that such proposals might 
have.

        Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 26.

  Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 27.

29/05/2013WRD00188Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

29/05/2013WRD0020030. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
currently receiving rent supplement; the length of time for which the rent supplement is in-
tended to be supplied; the number of persons who have been in receipt of rent supplement for 
one year, two years, three years, four years and five years; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25710/13]

29/05/2013WRD0030035. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an 
update in relation to the proposal to transfer from rent supplement to housing assistance pay-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25711/13]

29/05/2013WRD0040054. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason that rent 
supplement is not payable directly to the landlord; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25712/13]

29/05/2013WRD00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
30, 35 and 54 together.

There are currently approximately 86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Govern-
ment has provided over €403 million for 2013.  The purpose of rent supplement is to provide 
short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accommodation, whose means are 
insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation available 
to them from any other source. Details of cases in payment over 18 months are notified on a 
quarterly basis to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DE-
CLG). I attach a tabular statement outlining details of the numbers of customers in receipt of the 
supplement for one to five years. 

The Government has approved, in principle, the transfer of responsibility for the provision 
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of rental assistance to persons with a long term housing need from this Department to hous-
ing authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). Officials in the Department 
are working closely with those in DECLG to develop proposals to give effect to this transfer.  
DECLG has advised that piloting of HAP is subject to the necessary legislative requirements 
being in place. 

Under the proposed arrangements for HAP, landlords will receive the rent for the property 
directly from the housing authority. Unlike the rent supplement scheme, where the Depart-
ment’s relationship is with the tenant; the tenant makes the application for rent supplement and 
payment is made to the tenant to assist them with their accommodation needs. There is no di-
rect relationship between the landlord and the Department in the administration of the scheme.  
However, social welfare legislation provides for the payment of a rent supplement payment to 
a nominated payee such as a landlord on behalf of the tenant.  This arrangement is entered at 
the tenant’s request and subject to the consent of the Department. The official dealing with the 
request will take into account all the relevant circumstances of the particular case and the ten-
ant’s preference will be accommodated where possible. 

Tabular Statement

Rent Supplement by Claim Duration, End March 2013

Claim Duration (Years) Recipients
 Up to 1 31,729
 1 to 2 21,724
 2 to 3 13,609
 3 to 4 9,032
 4 to 5 4,878
5+ 5,403
Total 86,375
Note:

 (1)   Claims with duration of precisely 1 year are recorded under the 1-2 years heading, 
claims with duration of precisely 2 years are recorded under the 2-3 years heading and so on.

(2)   This represents unbroken continuous claims only.

29/05/2013WRD00550Gender Recognition Issues

29/05/2013WRD0060031. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to introduce 
gender recognition legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25720/13]

29/05/2013WRD00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As I have indicated on a number of 
occasions I want the legislation to deal with the gender recognition advanced as quickly as pos-
sible.  The issues involved are complex and have implications for other areas of Government.  I 
realise also that this is a very sensitive area for those involved and people are naturally keen that 
the legislation be brought forward quickly.  I understand that but I also have to have regard to 
the legal complexities involved in relation to some of the recommendations of the Gender Rec-
ognition Advisory Group (GRAG) relating to the marital and civil partnership status of indi-
viduals.  The Department has been taking advice on this matter including talking to the various 
stakeholders involved.  I feel that the Committee can make a very positive contribution to the 
preparation of the legislation and I believe that this approach should greatly assist the drafting 
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of the legislation and its progress through the Oireachtas. When the Oireachtas Committee has 
discussed the provisional draft Heads of Bill, I will be in a better position to give a timeframe 
for the introduction of the legislation.

29/05/2013WRD00750Farm Assist Scheme Payments

29/05/2013WRD0080032. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the urgent 
need to review changes made in the budget to the farm assist payment due to the difficult 
weather conditions and fodder shortages experienced by farmers at present. [25635/13]

29/05/2013WRD0090058. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider hold-
ing off changes in the assessment of farm assistance until at least July 2013; and if she will 
consider basing the assessment on the tax year 2012 instead of 2011 in view of the farming 
crisis. [25634/13]

29/05/2013WRD01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
32 and 58 together.

The farm assist scheme is based on jobseeker’s allowance.  It was introduced in 1999 to 
replace ‘Smallholders Unemployment Assistance’ for low income farmers, without the require-
ment to be available for and genuinely seeking work.  Farm assist recipients retain all the 
advantages of the jobseeker’s allowance scheme such as retention of secondary benefits and 
access to activation programmes.

In Budget 2013 two measures were announced, which were implemented in April 2013, 
which bring the farm assist scheme into closer alignment with the jobseeker’s allowance 
scheme’s treatment of self-employed persons by:

a. Increasing the amount of means from self-employment, which is assessed against the 
claimant from 85% to 100%; and

b. Discontinuing the means testing disregards for child dependents of claimants.

Farm assist is a flexible payment and any farmer experiencing lower levels of income or 
cash-flow issues, due for example to bad weather, can ask his/her local social welfare/Intreo 
office to review the level of means applying to his/her claim.

The assessment of means for the purpose of qualifying for farm assist is not based on ac-
counts from a particular year but is designed to reflect the actual net income and looks at gross 
income, less any expenses necessarily incurred, from farming. Income and expenditure figures 
for the preceding year are generally used as an indicator of the expected position in the follow-
ing year.  However, account is taken of any exceptional circumstances so as to ensure that the 
assessment accurately reflects the current situation.  I recently met with a delegation from the 
Irish Farmers Association on 15th May 2013 to discuss a range of issues, including difficulties 
arising as a result of fodder shortages and the operation of the farm assist scheme generally.

29/05/2013WRD01050Ready to Work Programme

29/05/2013WRD0110033. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure 
that funding is continued for the ready for work programme supported by business in the com-
munity to enable them to continue their work in helping homeless persons into work; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25863/13]

29/05/2013WRD01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am pleased to advise the Deputy 
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that funding for the Ready for Work Programme operated by Business in the Community has 
been approved for the current year.

  Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 26.

  Question No. 35 answered with Question No. 30.

29/05/2013WRD01287Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

29/05/2013WRD0130036. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline the ac-
tions she has taken to reduce waiting times for social welfare payments. [25721/13]

29/05/2013WRD01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I wish to assure the Deputy that 
prompt processing of claims remains a priority for me. Each scheme area is continuously moni-
tored and reviewed to ensure customers are responded to as quickly as possible. I am proud to 
inform the Deputy that the Department has had major success in clearing backlogs especially 
over the last year in the disability related schemes.  The Table below provides details of pro-
cessing times for each of the Department’s schemes in March 2013.  All claims are registered 
promptly, in some schemes this is done through the scanning of claim documents onto the sys-
tem while in other schemes this involves an officer inputting data.  The time taken to perform 
means tests and/or medical examinations where these are required is not measured separately, 
while a determination on habitual residence where required is an integral part of the decision 
making process.

Processing times vary across schemes, depending on the differing qualification criteria.  As 
can be seen from the data in the table below, schemes that require a high level of documentary 
evidence from the customer, particularly in the case of illness-related schemes, can take longer 
to process.  Similarly, means-tested payments can also require more detailed investigation and 
interaction with the applicant, thereby lengthening the decision making process.  Delays can 
also arise if information is required from social security organisations in other jurisdictions and 
where additional information has been requested from the applicant but remains outstanding.  
Work on clearing backlogs in some scheme areas, such as carers allowance and invalidity pen-
sion has temporarily distorted the time taken to clear claims due to the high level of reviews 
and appeals following backlog clearances, but the progress made will be reflected in processing 
times in the coming months.  Both schemes are up to date with the processing of new applica-
tions, as is family income supplement for both new and renewal applications.

As part of the Department’s programme of service delivery modernisation, a range of initia-
tives aimed at streamlining the processing of claims, supported by modern technology, have 
been implemented in recent years.  Operational processes, procedures and the organisation of 
work are continually reviewed to ensure that processing capability is maximised.  In addition, 
the staffing needs of the Department are regularly reviewed, having regard to workloads and 
the competing demands arising, to ensure that the best use is made of all available resources.  

The new Intreo service is currently being rolled-out and implemented on a phased basis.  
This new service integrates employment and income supports and provides for a streamlined 
and personalized service to clients in accessing job opportunities and availing of supports to 
enable them to get back to work at the earliest possible opportunity.  The Intreo Centres also 
include a single integrated decision-making team that integrate and streamline the processes 
formerly undertaken by the different agencies now amalgamated into the Department.  The 
benefits of the integrated decisions process are already visible in terms of shorter decision times 
and in the reduced recourse to supplementary payments in offices where integrated decisions 
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are in operation.

  Table: Claim processing times - March 2013

Scheme Average weeks to award
State Pension (contributory) 4
State Pension (transition) 6
State pension (non-contributory) 14
Widow(er)’s Pension (contributory)  2
Widow(er)’s Pension (non-con) pension & 
one parent family payment (widow)

6

One Parent Family 13
Household Benefits 2
Bereavement Grant 1
Invalidity Pension 60 (claims received in the last 6 months 

are decided within 8 weeks. Appeals and 
reviews from backlog clearance are  push-
ing out the average) 

Family Income Supplement  - New Claims 14  (new  and  renewal claims  are now pro-
cessed within 2 weeks of receipt) 

Disability Allowance 23
Carer’s Benefit 9
Carer’s Allowance 34 (claims received in the last 6 months are 

decided within 13 weeks. Appeals and re-
views from backlog clearance are  pushing 
out the average)

Jobseeker’s Benefit  2
Jobseeker’s Allowance 4
Illness Benefit  1
Maternity Benefit 2
Child Benefit      - Domestic   3
Domiciliary Care Allowance 7
Back to Education Allowance Applicants for BTEA are already in receipt 

of another social welfare payment before a 
decision is made on their entitlement to the 
Allowance.  

29/05/2013WRE00150National Internship Scheme Administration

29/05/2013WRE0020037. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection her views of the abuse of 
JobBridge scheme by employers who are seeking interns to cover menial tasks; her views on 
whether interning and gaining practical experience in a take-away or an off-licence requires 
working 40 hours a week for nine months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25725/13]

29/05/2013WRE0030050. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Social Protection the remedial action 
that is taken when companies are found to be abusing the JobBridge scheme; and her plans to 
stop displacement in employment as a result of the JobBridge scheme. [25726/13]
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29/05/2013WRE00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
37 and 50 together.  

JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, was launched on 1st July 2011.  The Scheme 
has made very significant progress.  As at 24th May 2013, 17,609 internships have commenced 
to-date.  There are currently 6,104 jobseekers undertaking internship opportunities.  In addition, 
there are 2,218 internship opportunities available across a wide number of occupational sectors 
and geographic areas being hosted on the website.  All these opportunities are advertised on the 
JobBridge website www.jobbridge.ie 

The Department takes breaches of the Scheme very seriously and 17 companies have been 
disqualified from participating in JobBridge due to breaches of the terms and conditions of the 
Scheme.  This action was taken by the Department following detailed investigations.  The fol-
lowing were the key breaches of the Scheme and reasons for disqualification: 

- Standard Agreement not completed

- Appropriate Mentoring/Development not being provided

- Not adhering to Compliance Requirements

- Displacement Issues

- Failure to provide reference to intern

 However, it is important to highlight that the overwhelming majority of companies are 
abiding by the terms and conditions of the Scheme.  In fact, over 7,500 host organisations 
have commenced interns and only 17 companies have been disqualified due to breaches of the 
Scheme.  The Department have strong and robust monitoring controls in place and over 2,000 
monitoring visits have been conducted to-date.  Encouragingly, 98% of these visits were of a 
satisfactory nature.  Remedial action is taken in cases of non-compliance up to and including 
disqualification from participating in the Scheme.

It is worth highlighting that unemployed people at all skill levels have an equal right to an 
activation measure and there are internship opportunities available at all levels and in all sectors 
to address this.  In the case of all internships, the Standard Agreement must be completed by 
both the Intern and the Host Organisation and must specify the learning outcomes that the in-
tern will attain.  A recent independent evaluation conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants 
found that 61% of interns progress to paid employment after completing their internship. This 
outcome is among the best in Europe, where progression rates for similar internship schemes 
average just 34%.  The evaluation report also found that:

- 89% of interns stated that JobBridge had given them new skills

- Interns found that they also benefited from: an increase in their self-confidence; the op-
portunity to gain quality work experience; the opportunity to establish a network of contacts.

The Indecon evaluation clearly demonstrates that JobBridge is delivering for thousands of 
jobseekers by providing them with valuable opportunities to gain relevant work experience, 
knowledge and skills in a workplace environment. 

29/05/2013WRE00450Student Support Schemes Issues

29/05/2013WRE0050038. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider en-
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gagement with the Department of Education and Skills and with the Northern Ireland Execu-
tive in respect of supports for students domiciled in the Republic of Ireland who are engaged in 
part-time studies in Northern Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25636/13]

29/05/2013WRE00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
Department for Education and Skills is primarily responsible for education and training poli-
cy and associated student support.  This Department operates a range of employment support 
schemes which offer support and assistance to jobseekers in making them job ready as they aim 
to seek work in the open labour market.  I am not aware of any engagement with the Northern 
Ireland authorities on the matter referred to by the Deputy.

 Question No. 39 answered with Question No. 15.

 Question No. 40 answered with Question No. 26.

29/05/2013WRE00850Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

29/05/2013WRE0090041. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Social Protection the average length of time 
for processing social welfare appeals broken down by division and type of appeal; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25724/13]

29/05/2013WRE0100042. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
cases currently on appeal and awaiting decision in respect of the various social welfare pay-
ments; the extent to which the waiting time for determination of appeal continues to be reduced; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25702/13]

29/05/2013WRE01100134. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Chief Appeals 
Officer will confirm the processing time for appeals of carer’s allowance, family income sup-
plement, invalidity pension and disability allowance schemes; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [26091/13]

29/05/2013WRE01200143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the average time 
taken to determine appeals in respect of each category of payment provided by her Department; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26267/13]

29/05/2013WRE01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
41, 42, 134 and 143 together. 

The number of cases currently on appeal and the current average time taken to process ap-
peals of social welfare payments is given in the Table.  These processing times are calculated 
from the registration date of the appeal to the date of its finalisation.  They include all activities 
during this period including time spent awaiting any clarification from the appellant, time in 
the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal put forward 
by the appellant, and any further investigation, examination or assessment by the Department’s 
Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed necessary.  A considerable period of time is 
added to the process when an oral hearing is required because of the logistics involved in this 
process.  While this process carries an inherent delay in terms of finalising an appeal, it also 
crystalises the flexibility and accessibility of the appeals system.

There has been a rapid and sustained increase in the number of appeals received in the So-
cial Welfare Appeals Office since 2009 which has placed extraordinary pressure on the office.  
Up to 2009, the average number of appeals received was 15,000 per annum whereas in 2012, 
the office received 35,484 appeals.  In order to manage this increasing workload, significant 
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resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs and improving appeals processing 
times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional Appeals Officers, reviewing 
and  improving business processes and implementing a new operating model within the appeals 
office.  In addition, a major programme of process redesign and modernisation is currently 
underway in the Department in relation to many scheme areas, aimed at reducing backlogs and 
reducing the time taken for the Department to respond to requests from the SWAO for submis-
sions in relation to appeals.

These measures have led to improvements in processing times and a significant increase 
in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012.  The Chief Appeals 
Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012.  It is also worth noting that, 
despite the increase in the volume of appeals being received, the number of appeals on hand has 
reduced from 20,414 at 1 January 2013 to 17,060 at 24 May 2013.  Processing times for all ap-
peal types reduced by 10.3 weeks overall in 2012  when compared to 2011, with the time taken 
to finalise an appeal requiring an oral hearing down by 13 weeks  and the time for an appeal 
decided by way of a summary decision up by 2.7 weeks. 

By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial function, the processing of appeals takes time 
and reflects the fact that, by definition, the appeal process cannot be a quick one.

Appeals pending and current average processing times by scheme type

- Current Average 
Processing times

Appeals  pending at 
24/5/2013

Summary Decisions 
(weeks)

Oral 
Hearings(weeks)

Adoptive Benefit        1 - -
Blind Pension      14 25.8 -
Carer’s Allowance 1,983 28.9 38.0
Carer’s Benefit      34 25.2 29.8
Child Benefit    304 30.4 44.9
Disability Allowance 4,120 37.0 42.6
Illness Benefit    991 41.1 47.6
Domiciliary Care    633 31.2 38.1
Deserted Wives 
Benefit

     12 34.0 38.6

Farm Assist    173 23.0 30.1
Bereavement Grant     34 32.4 -
Family Income 
Supplement

   204 29.4 43.7

Homemaker Credits       2 - -
Invalidity Pension 2,577 34.1 45.7
Liable Relatives     23 32.8 42.9
One Parent Family 
Payment

   420 32.8 39.2

Maternity Benefit      12 31.1 51.4
Partial Capacity 
Benefit

     90 20.7 -

State Pension (Con-
tributory)

     82 25.9 34.3
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- Current Average 
Processing times

Appeals  pending at 
24/5/2013

Summary Decisions 
(weeks)

Oral 
Hearings(weeks)

State Pension (Non-
Cont)

   114 32.4 45.1

State Pension (Tran-
sition)

     26 22.2 39.6

Occupational Injury 
Benefit

     12 45.4 59.4

Occupational Injury 
Benefit (Medical)

     23 - -

Disablement Pension    254 35.4 39.5
Incapacity Supple-
ment

     18 - 43.2

Guardian’s Payment 
(Con)

     14 21.1 34.2

Guardian’s Payment 
(Non-con)

      3 45.5 46.6

Pre-Retirement Al-
lowance

      1 - -

Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance (Means)

1,435 21.9 33.1

Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance

1,115 21.8 27.8

Jobseeker’s Benefit    374 22.9 29.5
UAUBFC       3 - 14.2
Respite Care Grant     87 26.1 34.1
Insurability of Em-
ployment

    96 23.6 59.3

Supplementary Wel-
fare  Allowance

1,741               17.2 26.2

Treatment Benefits       1 32.0 -
Survivor’s Pension 
(Con)

    19 29.8 40.6

Survivor’s Pension 
(Non-Con)

    13 36.3 37.9

Widows Parent 
Grant

    2 34.2 -

All Appeals 17,060  28.0 37.5

29/05/2013WRE01350Mortgage Interest Supplement Application Numbers

29/05/2013WRE0140043. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of applications for mortgage interest supplement for each of the past five years; the numbers in 
receipt of payment in the same period; and the total cost each year for mortgage interest supple-
ment. [25729/13]
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29/05/2013WRE0150048. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will explain the 
changes in the mortgage relief scheme requiring homeowners to meet interest only payments 
for a year before they are eligible for relief, meaning those who cannot afford this arrangement 
lose out on the payment, potentially losing their home and ending up in private rented accom-
modation, costing the State more. [25638/13]

29/05/2013WRE01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
43 and 48 together. 

There are approximately 13,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the 
Government has provided approximately €42 million for in 2013.  The purpose of the mortgage 
interest supplement (MIS) scheme is to provide short-term income support to eligible people 
who are unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their 
sole place of residence.  Details of the numbers of customers in receipt of MIS and the cost of 
the scheme for the past five years are provided in the tabular statement.  Statistics are not avail-
able on the number of applications for MIS for this period. 

Following the Department’s review of the administrative, policy and legal aspects of the 
MIS scheme and the review of the Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Review Group the 
eligibility criteria for MIS was changed to ensure that the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process 
(MARP) operated by the lenders functions alongside other State supports, including MIS.  To 
ensure that those who are in mortgage difficulty engage with their lender under the MARP and 
avail of its forbearance arrangements, from June 2012 the mortgage interest supplement is not 
payable until applicants have agreed with their lender and complied with an alternative pay-
ment arrangement for a cumulative period of not less than 12 months.  This process acknowl-
edges that it is in the interest of both the lender and the borrower to address financial difficulties 
as speedily and effectively as circumstances allow.

Mortgage Interest Supplement – Recipients and Expenditure 2008 – 2012

Year Recipients Expenditure Million - €
2008 8,091 27.7 m
2009 15,101 60.7 m
2010 17,974 65.6 m
2011 18,988 67.9 m
2012 * 14,597 55.1 m 
* Provisional outturn figure

29/05/2013WRE01650Youth Unemployment Measures

29/05/2013WRE0170044. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which she and her Department continue to address the issue of youth unemployment, with par-
ticular reference to the setting of precise targets within a realistic timescale; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [25703/13]

29/05/2013WRE01800140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which she hopes to be in a position to address the issue of youth unemployment in 2013; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [26263/13]

29/05/2013WRE01900141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if, in the context 
of alleviation of the levels of youth unemployment, she has identified more ambitious targets in 
respect of the provision of training, upskilling or temporary employment positions; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [26264/13]

29/05/2013WRE02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
44, 140 and 141 together. 

In the first instance, the Government’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is 
to create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and 
productivity.  Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth.  Past experience suggests that 
youth unemployment, which tends to rise relatively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to 
fall relatively rapidly during the recovery.  The Government is implementing a number of pro-
grammes to assist young unemployed persons and keep young jobseekers close to the labour 
market.  There are five main approaches being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, 
training, job search assistance/guidance, work experience, and encouraging job creation.  These 
actions range across a number of Departments and Agencies and include:- 

- The Youthreach programme providing 6,000 integrated education, training and work ex-
perience for early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who are be-
tween 15 and 20 years of age;

- The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme scheme, which provides a range of courses 
to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people over 21 years of age, particu-
larly focusing upon early school leavers;

- The Back to Education Allowance scheme run by the Department of Social Protection 
provides income maintenance for unemployed people returning to further or higher education.  
Over 6,500 young people participated on this scheme in the last academic year;

- Approximately 12,000 persons aged under 25 completed a training course with FÁS in 
2012.  This excludes apprenticeships and evening courses;

- This year MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions, which is part 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs initiative, is currently being rolled out by the Depart-
ment of Education.  MOMENTUM will support the provision of free education and training 
projects to allow 6,500 long term jobseekers to gain skills and to access work opportunities in 
identified growing sectors.  Over 1,250 of these places are assigned specifically for under 25s;

- The JobBridge National Internship Scheme is focused on providing work experience to 
young people with the total number of placements of young people on JobBridge during 2012 
at 2,700;

- Long-term unemployed youth will also benefit from the JobsPlus initiative which is de-
signed to encourage employers to recruit long-term unemployed people. Under this scheme 
the State will pay circa €1 of every €4 it costs the employer to recruit a person from the Live 
Register;

- In the December Budget, funding was secured for an additional 10,000 places this year 
across a range of programmes -- including JobBridge, TÚS and Community Employment.  
About a quarter of these places are expected to be taken up by unemployed young people. 

With regard to targets, the original Action Plan for Jobs sets out a target for 100,000 net new 
jobs to be created by 2016, many of which will be filled by young people. In this context, the 
Department of Finance anticipates that the overall unemployment rate will fall from 14.7% in 
2012 to 12.3% in 2016.  This could be expected to see youth unemployment fall from over 30% 
in 2012 to 24% or less in 2016. 
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In addition, the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 includes the Pathways to Work initiative’s targets 
for increasing the number of people who are long-term unemployed moving into employment 
and reducing the average length of time spent on the Live Register.  Specifically, these targets 
are to ensure that at least 75,000 of long-term unemployed people will move into employment 
by 2015 (starting 2012); to increase the exit rate of people on the  live register for two years or 
more by 50%  (to 40%)  by the end of 2015; and to reduce the persistence rate (the rate at which 
short term unemployed people become long term unemployed)  to 25% by the end of 2015. 

As two out of five young unemployed are long-term unemployed, these targets are pertinent 
to young people. 

A new recruitment incentive – JobsPlus – has also been developed by my Department and 
was approved by the Government as part of the Action Plan for Jobs.  This incentive will cover 
the cost of c. €1 in every €4 of an employer’s wage costs and will be launched for availability 
by July 2013.  Young people are likely to be major beneficiaries of this initiative as employers 
tend to hire young people when there is a recovery in employment.

Following from the formal adoption of the EU Recommendation on Implementing a Youth 
Guarantee, the Government will review the current range of youth employment and training 
policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the gradual 
implementation of the guarantee. This will include the identification of what would be the ap-
propriate timescale for implementation in Ireland’s current employment and budgetary circum-
stances.

The scale and nature of the measures required will depend on the trend in youth unemploy-
ment, and in particular the number of young people likely to experience periods of unemploy-
ment of more than four months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome develop-
ment that the official labour market figures published by the CSO indicated that the number of 
young unemployed at the end of 2012 was at 59,000, a reduction of almost 9,000 on the same 
time a year earlier.  

Even so, the implementation of a guarantee will almost certainly require an expansion in 
the range of opportunities currently on offer to young people in the form of further education, 
training, internships, subsidised private-sector recruitment, and supports for self-employment. 
It is to be hoped that any measures taken by government in relation to the implementation of 
the youth guarantee will see youth unemployment fall even further than is already anticipated 
on the basis of existing policies.

29/05/2013WRE02050Child Poverty

29/05/2013WRE0210045. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
reduce the number of children living in poverty or at risk of poverty. [25728/13]

29/05/2013WRE02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Consistent poverty which is de-
fined as a combination of at-risk-of-poverty (where household income is below the 60% equiv-
alised national median income threshold) and basic deprivation (an enforced lack of 2 or more 
items of an 11 item list of basic goods and services) is the official Irish measure used to quantify 
the proportion of the population living in poverty.  As measured by the CSO in its annual Sur-
vey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC), the consistent poverty rate in 2011 for children 
(0-17 years) was 9.3 per cent, compared with 6.8 per cent for the adult population (18-64 years).  
In relative terms, children are therefore over one and half times more likely to be in consistent 
poverty than adults. 
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Government policy in relation to both income supports, improving employment prospects 
for parents and improved delivery of public service are important factors in improving child 
poverty outcomes.  For instance, the poverty reduction effect of social transfers demonstrates 
that the social protection system is relatively effective at reducing the number of children in 
poverty.  From 2004 to 2010, the poverty reduction effect of social transfers for children’s at-
risk-of-poverty rate increased from 43 per cent to 62 per cent.  This reflects the impact of im-
proved transfers and parental employment during the earlier part of this period. 

Reducing and ultimately eliminating poverty is a fundamental aspiration of Irish society.  
In this context, the national social target for poverty reduction provides a key reference point 
for Government policies and offers a tangible benchmark against which to measure social and 
economic progress.  Following a review of the target which was published in 2012, the Govern-
ment agreed to set a new sub-target for the reduction of child poverty following consultation 
with relevant stakeholders.  This is in recognition of the life-long consequences of child poverty 
and the damaging effects of inter-generational poverty.  

A sub-target for child poverty reduction will recognise that a multi-dimensional approach is 
needed to meet existing commitments and to take into account the importance of income sup-
ports, services and parental access to employment.  For instance, children in jobless households 
are far more likely to experience consistent poverty than children generally.  The overriding 
objective for the Government is to increase employment, promote activation, skills training 
and education.  This will ultimately help to build real and sustainable economic growth and to 
protect those who are most vulnerable in our society. 

The Department is working closely with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in 
relation to these issues.  As the Deputy may be aware, my colleague Minister Frances Fitzger-
ald T.D. is overseeing the new Children and Young People’s Policy Framework through which 
policy and services for children and young people will be developed and implemented in the 
State.  She is also overseeing on-going work on implementing a new area-based approach to 
child poverty, building on evidence and experiences in prevention and early intervention pro-
grammes. 

29/05/2013WRF00150Social Welfare Fraud Cost

29/05/2013WRF0020046. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection the savings that were 
made in fraud detection in 2012; the way this figure compares with 2011; the savings that were 
made through fraud detection in Q1 2013 and the way this figure compares with Q1 2012 and 
with Q1 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25637/13]

29/05/2013WRF00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department’s control savings 
targets for 2011 and 2012 were €540m and €645m respectively.  In the two years in question, 
amounts of €645m and €669m in control savings were recorded as achieved by year end.  The 
savings target for 2013 is €710 million which is an increase of €40m on the savings achieved 
in 2012.

Control savings are an estimate of the value of the various control activities across the 
schemes in payment.  Control savings refer to future expenditure that would have been incurred 
but for this control work.  Without this control work the social welfare expenditure would over 
time increase by this amount.  Control savings are used as a performance indicator for year-
on-year activities.  Control savings do not include any cases of departmental or clerical error.  
Control savings do not include any cases where the customer voluntarily told the Department of 
their means or circumstances, which resulted in a change to their rate of payment.  The Depart-



29 May 2013

621

ment does not classify control savings as a result of fraudulent activity.

The table gives a breakdown of the control savings recorded for Q1 2011, 2012 and 2013.  
Savings on a monthly or quarterly basis can vary as some control activity is recorded on an on-
going basis while other project activity is only recorded when the project is completed and these 
projects can vary in scope and timeframe from year to year.

Q1 Figures Savings recorded - €m
Q1 2011 136.18
Q1 2012 202.22
Q1 2013 132.47

Actual money recovered arises where the Department raises overpayments in individual 
cases.  Overpayments raised by the Department are categorised as ‘fraud’, ‘non-fraud’ or ‘es-
tate’ cases.  Fraud cases arise mainly on foot of false declarations by customers concerning their 
employment, income and family status.  Non-fraud cases are primarily due to customer or third 
party error, with some due to Departmental error.  Estate cases arise where undisclosed means 
by customers come to light after their deaths.

In 2011 a total of €92.4m was raised in overpayments and of this amount, €34.9m was 
recorded as attributable to fraud or suspected fraud.  The Department is not in a position to 
publicly report on overpayments recorded in 2012 as these figures form part of the statutory ac-
counts of the Department and are subject to audit by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General.

29/05/2013WRF00350Social Welfare Eligibility

29/05/2013WRF0040047. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection the level of infor-
mation required to be provided for a claimant to satisfy the habitual residence condition; if 
decisions are made on a purely arbitrary basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25864/13]

29/05/2013WRF00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The requirement to be habitu-
ally resident in Ireland was introduced as a qualifying condition for certain social assistance 
schemes and child benefit with effect from 1 May 2004.  It was introduced in the context of the 
Government’s decision to open the Irish labour market to workers from the 10 new EU Mem-
ber States, without the transitional limitations which were imposed at that time by most of the 
other Member States.  The effect of the condition is that a person whose habitual residence is 
elsewhere would not normally be entitled to social welfare assistance or child benefit payments 
on arrival in Ireland. 

Under social welfare legislation, decisions in relation to all aspects of claims are made by 
statutorily appointed Deciding Officers (DOs) and decisions in relation to Supplementary Wel-
fare Allowance are made by Designated Persons (DPs).  Each case received for a determination 
on the Habitual Residence Condition (HRC) is dealt with in its own right and a decision is based 
on the application of the legislation and guidelines to the particular individual circumstances of 
the case.  Before a decision can be made regarding a person’s habitual residence, it must first be 
established whether the person has a legal right to reside in the State.  For example, nationals 
from outside the EU who have been granted special permission to remain in Ireland will need 
to provide an official letter from the Department of Justice and Equality to confirm their status 
and /or a copy of their residency permit (Garda National Immigration Bureau card).
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The right to reside test is a question of law, which seeks to ascertain whether the claimant 
has a lawful right to reside in Ireland.  Once the legal right to reside is satisfied the five criteria 
used to determine whether a person satisfies the HRC includes a) the length and continuity of 
living in Ireland, b) length and reasons for any absence, c) nature and pattern of the person’s 
employment, d) person’s main centre of interest and e) future intentions of the person applying 
for the social welfare scheme. 

Examples of information required include:

 - identification documents such as a passport,

 - bank statements from outside and within Ireland, as applicable, 

 - utility bills such as electricity, gas, telephone,

 - rent/ mortgage agreements or  receipts for local authority charges,

 - travel documents or evidence to move or store personal possessions.

The HRC is a question of fact, which seeks to ascertain whether the claimant has established 
his/ her ‘centre of interest’ in Ireland by examining family connections, length of stay, employ-
ment history etc.  HRC guidelines are available on the DSP website which outline in detail the 
legislative basis for making decisions and also provide detailed guidance for customers. Any 
applicant who disagrees with the decision on a case has the right to request a review of that 
decision internally within DSP and/or appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 43.

29/05/2013WRF00650Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

29/05/2013WRF0070049. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will look at the 
case of a family (details supplied) in County Wexford which have been on the social housing 
list for a total of nine years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25866/13]

29/05/2013WRF00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department’s primary role 
in relation to the area of housing supports is the provision of income support through the rent 
supplement scheme for which the Government has provided a sum of over €403 million for 
2013.  The purpose of the scheme is to provide short-term income support to assist with reason-
able accommodation costs of eligible people living in private rented accommodation who are 
unable to provide for their accommodation costs from their own resources and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from another source.  The overall aim is to provide short-
term assistance and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by 
the Exchequer. 

The person concerned was previously in receipt of rent supplement from 24th August 2009 
to 26th January 2013 when payment ceased as she was no longer occupying rented accommo-
dation.  The Department has no record of a current application for rent supplement from the 
person concerned.  If the person concerned wishes to reapply for rent supplement, her eligibility 
will be determined in the normal manner.

 Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 37.

 Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 13.
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 Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 27.

29/05/2013WRF01150Job Initiatives

29/05/2013WRF0120053. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has considered the 
paper entitled Ticket to Work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25641/13]

29/05/2013WRF01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am grateful to the Deputy for 
his work on developing the proposed initiative which he has entitled “Ticket to Work”.  While 
the establishment of such a scheme would be a matter for my colleague, Richard Bruton T.D, 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in the first instance, consideration of any such 
intervention would have to be cognisant of its potential effect on the functioning of the labour 
market and the possible duplication of elements of existing schemes that share the same objec-
tives.  The Action Plan for Jobs 2013 outlines seven disruptive reforms which are high impact 
measures with ambitious deadlines.  One such reform is JobsPlus which is to be delivered by 
the Department of Social Protection beginning in July and which will provide cash incentives to 
employers who hire people from the Live Register.  The Deputy will also be aware that the Gov-
ernment continues to strengthen implementation of its activation strategy set out in Pathways to 
Work by reforming and revising many of the schemes and approaches that have heretofore been 
available for those without work. 

 Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 30.

29/05/2013WRG00150Pensions Reform

29/05/2013WRG0020055. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
apparent disproportionate impact on women following changes to eligibility criteria for pen-
sions, particularly the increase in the age limits and the increase in the number of reckonable 
contributions required to qualify for a State contributory pension; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25704/13]

29/05/2013WRG00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will be aware, there 
are a number of planned State pension reform measures underway and the standardisation of 
State Pension age at 66 in 2014 is one of the changes, together with changes to rate bands for 
State pension and the increase to 520 paid contributions. 

The State pension is a very valuable asset and therefore it is important that those who avail 
of it have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund, from which State pen-
sion is funded, over a working life.  Recent changes to State pension supports the direct link 
between contributions made and the rate of pension received which underpins State pension 
policy.  Aligning the rate of pension with the contribution made ensures that those who contrib-
ute more during a working life benefit more in retirement.  It also ensures greater sustainability 
of the State pensions system which is essential in the light of demographic changes.  This is 
clear from the figures which indicate the current ratio of workers to pensioners will change from 
6:1 at present to 1:2 by 2060.

 The homemaker scheme makes qualification for the State pension (contributory) easier for 
those who take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  The scheme was introduced in and 
took effect from 1994.  The scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 
years of age or incapacitated adults to be disregarded when a person’s social insurance record 
is being averaged for pension purposes.  This can be beneficial for women who have taken time 
out of the workforce for caring purposes.  The homemaker disregard will not, of itself, qualify 
a person for a pension.  The standard qualifying conditions must also be satisfied. 
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Female employment rates have increased significantly since 1994, from c. 40% in 1994 to 
60% in 2008.  It has fallen back since to 55% but many of the unemployed will be getting cred-
its.  Ultimately, while difficult to quantify, this will ensure that additional women will qualify 
for a pension in their own right.  The Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund published 
in September 2012 confirms that the Fund provides better value to female rather than male con-
tributors.  The Review shows that those with lower earnings and those with shorter contribution 
histories, mostly women, have and will continue to obtain the best value for money from the 
Fund due to the redistributive nature of the Fund. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that a review was undertaken in the Department in order 
to establish the prior position of those reaching State pension age and the review showed that 
only 0.05% of people come directly from homemaking on to State pension transition.  It should 
be noted that women who do not qualify for a full rate pension may, if their spouse is in receipt 
of a State pension contributory, receive a qualified adult payment at a higher rate where they 
satisfy a means test.  A State pension non-contributory pension, which is a means tested pay-
ment, may also be payable.  Time taken out of the workforce for homemaking and caring duties 
will continue to be protected by the current homemaker’s disregard. 

29/05/2013WRG00350Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

29/05/2013WRG0040056. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will run a public 
information campaign to highlight to landlords, whose tenants are in receipt of rent supplement, 
that it is illegal to demand an under the counter and or undeclared top-up payment. [25730/13]

29/05/2013WRG00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  There are currently approximately 
86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million 
for 2013.  Rent supplement is calculated to ensure that the person, after payment of rent, has 
an income equal to the basic supplementary welfare allowance rate, less a specified weekly 
minimum contribution which recipients are required to pay from their own resources.  The “top 
up” payments referred to fall into two specific categories.  Where a person has an additional 
income above the rate of supplementary welfare allowance they are, in certain circumstances, 
allowed to top up their rent as they will still have sufficient income to meet their basic needs 
after paying their rent.

The second type of top-up payment can occur where the application to the Department 
declares a rent lower than that actually being charged by the landlord.  There has been no evi-
dence presented to the Department showing widespread or systemic ‘false declarations’ of rent 
supplement through the use of illegal top-ups.  The tenant, landlord or landlord’s agent must 
complete the rent supplement application form, which includes the amount of rent, and declare 
that the information provided is correct and accurate.  The Department’s form clearly states 
that making a false statement or withholding information may lead to prosecution.  I currently 
have no plans to run a public information campaign to highlight to landlords that it is illegal 
to demand an undeclared top-up payment but I have asked the Department to keep the matter 
under review.

The Department, in June 2012, introduced powers of inquiry (Section 14 of the Social Wel-
fare and Pensions Act 2012) for staff to formally request and oblige landlords to provide infor-
mation in respect of rent supplement tenants, principally to verify the agreed rent and existence 
of the tenancy.  This measure improves both the governance and oversight arrangements in 
place.  Any instance of false declarations should be reported to the relevant Department repre-
sentatives who have specific legislative powers to deal with such offences.
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Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 12.

Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 32

29/05/2013WRG00750Services for People with Disabilities

29/05/2013WRG0080059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
details of all transport services which are co-funded by her Department in respect of persons 
with disabilities for each of the past four years; and the amount of funding allocated to them 
and their locations. [25713/13]

29/05/2013WRG00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  Access to transport services for 
persons with mobility impairments is primarily as matter for the Minister for Transport, Tour-
ism and Sports and the Health Services Executive.  In a number of instances nationally, the 
Department of Social Protection, through the Community Services Programme (CSP), has been 
able to support the provision of services by community companies.  Contracts under the CSP 
are provided in the form of wage subsidy for the employment of a manager and a number of 
full-time equivalent positions.  The nature and type of services provided by contractors vary 
across a broad range of activities.  To be eligible, the service must be provided by a non-profit 
sharing company or co-operative; the service must be capable of being traded and revenue 
generating and must meet locally identified service gaps or where there is a deficit in demand 
that cannot be met by the public or private sectors.  The level of non-public resources required 
to be generated by contractors relate to the nature of the service provision, the local opportuni-
ties to trade and a range of other social and commercial factors.  Pobal has been engaged by 
the Department to provide contract management, financial control and day-to-day operational 
services.  The funding available to the programme in 2013 is just over €46m with 420 contracts 
in place at the end of May 2013 supporting 2,084 full-time positions.  Details of contracts in 
respect of accessible transport service providers are set out in the table.  

Community Services Programme – contractors providing accessible transport

Service 
Name

Location 2013 Con-
tract Value

2012 Con-
tract value

2011 Con-
tract Value

2010 Con-
tract Value

Accessible 
Community 
Transport 
Southside 
(ACTS)

Dublin €315,946 €315,946 €315,946 €328,945

Clare Acces-
sible Trans-
port

Clare €108,132 €108,132 €108,132 €108,132

Cork Acces-
sible Trans-
port**

Cork €63,824 €127,648 €127,648 €126,648

Easi Access 
Transport Ltd

Wicklow €223,297 €223,297 €223,297 €213,297

L.I.F.T.S 
Community 
Project

Dublin €70,066 €70,066 €70,066 €70,066
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Service 
Name

Location 2013 Con-
tract Value

2012 Con-
tract value

2011 Con-
tract Value

2010 Con-
tract Value

Lucan Dis-
ability Action 
Group

Dublin €193,781 €193,781 €193,781 €193,781

Meath Ac-
cessible 
Transport

Meath €165,231 €165,231 €165,231 €165,231

The Kerry 
Flyer Ltd

Kerry €189,748 €189,748 €189,748 €189,748

Vantastic* Dublin €822,000 €835,726 €865,726 €480,726
* Vantastic: Prior to 2011, funding is provided by the Department of Justice and Equality.  

All grants are now consolidated in the CSP

** Cork Accessible Transport plans to cease operation at the end of June 2013.  The contract 
value shown above relates to the period Jan – June.

29/05/2013WRG00950European Court of Human Rights Judgments

29/05/2013WRG0100060. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of decisions handed down by the European Court of Human Rights specifically refer-
ring to rulings of the Irish Supreme Court since joining the European Union; and the specific 
regulatory or legislative action taken by Ireland as a result of each decision. [26087/13]

29/05/2013WRG01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
understood the Deputy’s question to relate to judgments and decisions of the European Court of 
Human Rights concerning Ireland.  The European Court of Human Rights issues judgments and 
decisions relating to the European Convention on Human Rights.  The Court and Convention 
operate within the framework of the Council of Europe rather than the European Union, but it 
is hoped that the EU will shortly accede to the Convention.  Ireland signed the Convention on 
4 November 1950 and ratified it on 25 February 1953.

I have annexed a list of the 45 judgments and decisions of the European Court of Human 
Rights which refer to rulings of the Irish Supreme Court.  In 20 of these cases, the Court did 
not find a violation of the Convention and 7 others were settled.  There are 18 judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights finding a violation of the Convention with respect to one or 
more aspects of the application which refer to rulings of the Irish Supreme Court.

Domestically, implementation of Court judgments is primarily a matter for the lead Minister 
to take forward but I have endeavoured to provide the Deputy with information on steps taken 
to implement judgments against the State.  The implementation of judgments of the European 
Court of Human Rights is supervised by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. 

In relation to pending judgments against the State, information on their current status (in-
cluding information submitted by the State) is available on the website of the Department 
of Execution of Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights at: www.coe.int/t/dghl/
monitoring/execution/default_EN.asp.  Committee of Ministers’ Resolutions terminating its 
supervision of judgments which have been fully implemented and setting out the steps tak-
en to implement the judgment are available via the HUDOC database located on the website 
of the European Court of Human Rights at: www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=caselaw/
HUDOC&c=#n1355308215921_pointer.
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List of judgments and decisions of the European Court of Human Rights referring to 
rulings of the Irish Supreme Court

Courtney v Ireland, application no 69558/10, decision, 18 December 2012 (inadmissible); 

Boyce v Ireland, application no 8428/09, decision, 27 November 2012 (inadmissible); 

Magee v Ireland, application no 53743/09, decision, 20 November 2012 (friendly settle-
ment); 

McDermott and others v Ireland and Keegan v Ireland, application no 23213/09 and 
62652/09, decision, 25 September 2012 (inadmissible); 

O’Keeffe v Ireland, application no 35810/09, decision, 26 June 2012 (partly friendly settle-
ment and partly pending);

C v Ireland, application no 24643/08, judgment, 1 March 2012 (violation);

The finding of a violation related to delays in criminal proceedings.  Implementation of this 
judgment is ongoing and is related to the judgment in Mc Farlane v Ireland (see below). 

O v Ireland, application no 43838/07, judgment, 19 January 2012 (violation);

The finding of a violation related to delays in criminal proceedings.  Implementation of this 
judgment is ongoing and is related to the judgment in Mc Farlane v Ireland (below).

Birney v Ireland and Troy and Brennan v Ireland, application nos 50254/08 and 52079/08, 
decision, 10 January 2012 (inadmissible); 

TH v Ireland, application no 37868/06, judgment, 8 December 2011 (violation); 

The finding of violations related to delays in criminal proceedings and the lack of an effec-
tive domestic remedy regarding such delays.  Implementation of this judgment is ongoing and 
is related to the judgment in Mc Farlane v Ireland (below).

Superwood Holdings PLC and Others v Ireland, application no 7812/04, judgment, 8 Sep-
tember 2011 (violation); 

The finding of a violation related to delays in civil proceedings.  There are no outstanding 
measures required. Implementation of the judgment was related to implementation of previous 
similar judgments (see Barry v Ireland, Doran v Ireland, Mc Mullen v Ireland and O’Reilly v 
Ireland, below). 

Enright v Ireland, application no 61138/08, decision, 21 June 2011 (friendly settlement); 

JB v Ireland, application no 9519/07, decision, 21 June 2011 (friendly settlement); 

Adio v Ireland, application no 8596/08, decision, 17 May 2011 (inadmissible); 

A, B and C v Ireland, judgment, application no 25579/05, judgment, 16 December 2010 
(violation);

The finding of a violation related to the lack of an accessible and effective procedure to 
enable Ms C to establish whether she qualified for a lawful termination of pregnancy in accor-
dance with Irish law.  Implementation of this judgment is ongoing. 

Kelly v Ireland, application no 41130/06, decision 14 December 2010 (inadmissible);
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Mc Farlane v Ireland, application no 31333/06, judgment, 10 September 2010 (violation);

The finding of violations related to delays in criminal proceedings and the lack of an effec-
tive domestic remedy regarding such delays. Implementation of this judgment is ongoing. 

Stapleton v Ireland, application no 56588/07, decision, 4 May 2010 (inadmissible);

X v Ireland, application no 14079/04, decision, 15 December 2009 (inadmissible);

Boyce v Ireland, application no 23663/06, decision, 6 May 2008 (friendly settlement);

Delaney v Ireland, application no 23662/06, decision, 29 November 2007 (friendly settle-
ment);

D v Ireland, application no 26499/02, decision, 28 June 2006 (inadmissible);

Barry v Ireland, application no 18273/04, judgment, 15 December 2005 (violation);

The finding of violations related to delays in criminal proceedings and the lack of an effec-
tive domestic remedy regarding such delays.  There are no outstanding measures required.  The 
judgment was implemented by way of legislative and administrative changes in practice and 
procedure. 

Panevskii and Others v Ireland, application no 2453/03, decision, 13 October 2005 (inad-
missible);

Bosphorous Hava Yollari Turizm Ve Ticaret Anonim Sirketi v Ireland, application no 
45036/98, judgment, 30 June 2005 (no violation); 

Independent News and Media and Independent Newspapers Ireland Limited v Ireland, ap-
plication no 55120/00, judgment, 16 June 2005 (no violation);

O’Reilly and Others v Ireland, application no 54725/00, judgment, 29 July 2004 (violation);

The finding of violations related to delays in civil proceedings and the lack of an effec-
tive domestic remedy regarding such delays. There are no outstanding measures required. The 
judgment was implemented by way of legislative and administrative changes in practice and 
procedure. 

Mc Mullen v Ireland, application no 42297/98, judgment, 29 July 2004, (violation);

The finding of a violation related to delays in civil proceedings. There are no outstanding 
measures required. The judgment was implemented by way of legislative and administrative 
changes in practice and procedure. 

Dawson v Ireland, application no 21826/02, decision, 8 July 2004 (inadmissible);

Doran v Ireland, application no 50389/99, judgment, 31 July 2003 (violation);

The finding of violations related to delays in civil proceedings and the lack of an effective 
domestic remedy regarding such delays.. There are no outstanding measures required. The 
judgment was implemented by way of legislative and administrative changes in practice and 
procedure. 

Murphy v Ireland, application no 44179/98, judgment, 10 July 2003 (no violation);

Nee v Ireland, application no 52787/99, decision, 30 January 2003 (inadmissible);
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DG v Ireland, application no 39474/98, judgment, 16 May 2002 (violation);

The finding of a violation related to the right to liberty by the placing of an individual with 
a severe personality disorder in a penal institution. Implementation of the judgment is ongoing.  

Mc Elhinny v Ireland, application no 31253/96, judgment 21 November 2001 (no violation);

Croke v Ireland, application no 33267/96, judgment, 21 December 2000 (friendly settle-
ment);

Quinn v Ireland, application no 36887/97, judgment, 21 December 2000 (violation);

The finding of a violation related to the right to silence.  There are no outstanding measures 
required.  The judgment was implemented by way of legislative and administrative changes in 
practice and procedure. 

Heaney and McGuinness v Ireland, application no 34720/97, judgment, 21 December 2000 
(violation); 

The finding of a violation related to the right to silence.  There are no outstanding measures 
required.  The judgment was implemented by way of legislative and administrative changes in 
practice and procedure. 

Barry v Ireland, application no 41957/98, decision, 6 July 2000 (inadmissible);

Rock v Ireland, application no 41525/98, decision, 11 May 2000 (inadmissible);

Dempsey v Ireland, application no 41382/98, decision, 6 April 2000 (inadmissible);

Keegan v Ireland, application no 16969/90, judgment, 26 May 1994 (violation);

The finding of a violation related to the right to family life.  There are no outstanding mea-
sures required.  The judgment was implemented primarily by way of legislative change in par-
ticular, the Adoption Act 1988 provided a legally protected right to natural fathers to be con-
sulted in matters of adoption of their children. 

Open Door and Dublin Well Woman v Ireland, application nos 14234/88 and 14235/88, 
judgment, 29 October 1992 (violation); 

The finding of a violation related to freedom of expression and the provision of information 
about abortion services in the United Kingdom.  There are no outstanding measures required.  
The judgment was implemented by way of legislative change, in particular, the Regulation of 
Information (Services outside the State for Termination of Pregnancies) Act 1995 and the Thir-
teenth Amendment of the Constitution Act 1992. 

Pine Valley Developments Ltd and Others v Ireland, application no 12742/87, judgment, 29 
November 1991 (violation);

The finding of a violation related to the prohibition of discrimination in the enjoyment of 
property rights.  There are no outstanding measures required.  The judgment was implemented 
by payment of just satisfaction (ie monetary compensation) as directed by the European Court 
of Human Rights. 

Norris v Ireland, application no 10581/83, judgment, 26 October 1988, (violation);

The finding of a violation related to an interference with the right to private life resulting 
from legislation prohibiting male homosexual activity.  There are no outstanding measures 
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required.  The judgment was implemented by legislative change, the Criminal Law (Sexual Of-
fences) Act 1993.

Johnston and Others v Ireland, application no 9697/82, judgment, 18 December 1986, (vio-
lation);

The finding of a violation related the right to respect for family life in the context of children 
born outside marriage.  There are no outstanding measures required.  The judgment was imple-
mented by legislative change, the Status of Children Act 1987.

Lawless v Ireland (No 3), application no 332/57, judgment, 1 July 1961, (no violation).

29/05/2013WRG01150International Fund for Ireland

29/05/2013WRG0120061. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has met with the Ulster based youth engagement Wider Horizons group; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25978/13]

29/05/2013WRG0130062. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has considered alternative funding arrangements for the Wider Horizons group in view of 
the winding down of International Fund for Ireland revenue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25979/13]

29/05/2013WRG0140063. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has raised the matter of Wider Horizons with the Departments of Education and Skills, 
Social Protection, and Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25980/13]

29/05/2013WRG01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 61 to 63, inclusive, together. 

As I advised in my reply to PQ Reference No. 21088/13 of 7 May 2013, the decision to 
cease funding of the Wider Horizons Programme was taken by the Board of the International 
Fund for Ireland (IFI) which is an independent organisation.  I understand that this decision was 
taken due to the very significant reduction in funds available to the IFI. 

I would like to reiterate my belief that the IFI continues to have an important role to play 
and I agree with the focus of its new strategy which is targeted at those communities that have 
not previously, or only partially engaged in peace building and reconciliation activities.  I have 
discussed that IFI role with the Northern Ireland Executive, the British Government as well as 
raising it with our friends in the US Congress and Capitol Hill during my visit to Washington 
D.C. last March.  In a similar way, the Government has worked with EU partners to secure fur-
ther funding under the EU Peace Programme.  The Government supports the inclusion of cross 
border and cross community youth training as part of that programme.  

It is regrettable that a programme such as this which has had such a positive impact on the 
lives of those trainees who participated in it has to come to an end.  I understand that the Wider 
Horizons Programme was in receipt of approximately £4 million sterling per annum and the IFI 
no longer has the financial resources to maintain this support.  However this is not a government 
programme and to respect the independence of the IFI, I do not think it would be appropriate for 
me to comment or to intervene further on the matter. 
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29/05/2013WRH00150Teachers’ Remuneration

29/05/2013WRH0020064. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the position of 17 teachers who are employed by the Inter-
national School of Martyrs, Tripoli, Libya, at which students sit the Irish leaving certificate 
examination and where staff are owed an estimated €200,000 from school management; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25990/13]

29/05/2013WRH00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I un-
derstand that the teachers’ dispute with the ISM in Tripoli has been ongoing for some time.  The 
case, however, has only been brought to the attention of my Department recently.  The issue is 
currently being handled by the Department of Education and Science and the State Examina-
tions Commission (SEC), which has been in direct contact with the ISM in Tripoli regarding the 
unpaid monies.  The Irish Embassy in Rome, which is accredited to Libya, has also been kept 
fully informed of the situation and, at my direction, has made representations to both the Libyan 
government and to the International School of the Martyrs authorities seeking assistance and 
action to resolve this matter.

29/05/2013WRH00350Passport Applications

29/05/2013WRH0040065. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when a passport will be issued to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26058/13]

29/05/2013WRH00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Passport Service wrote to the applicant in October of last year requesting further information in 
relation to the application.  The application will be considered further on receipt of a response 
to the request.

29/05/2013WRH00550Diplomatic Representation

29/05/2013WRH0060066. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will outline the legal status and legislative base of Corps Diplomatique or CD sign usage on 
Irish car registration plates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26151/13]

29/05/2013WRH00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Unlike 
the situation in many countries, there is no system in Ireland for the issue of special CD vehicle 
license plates to members of the diplomatic corps.  However, members of the diplomatic corps 
are entitled to certain protections under the Vienna convention.  My Department is currently 
reviewing the practice prevailing in other European countries with regard to CD identification 
for the vehicles of accredited diplomats and will discuss the matter with other relevant govern-
ment departments.

29/05/2013WRH00750Election Monitoring Missions

29/05/2013WRH0080067. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 60 of 22 May 2013 regarding election observer rosters 
and the appeals mechanism for application reviews where a final review is to be carried out by 
a senior official who has not been involved in the selection process, if he will specify the length 
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of time this appeal takes from the moment an appeal is lodged; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26155/13]

29/05/2013WRH00900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has recently carried out a review of the elec-
tion observation roster.  Following a call for applications, which was issued by the Department, 
and an appraisal process against published criteria, 200 individuals with a strong mix of skills 
and experience were selected to serve on a new roster, which came into effect on 15 May 2013.  
Due to the high quality of applications for the roster, a reserve panel was established from 
which applicants will be drawn should any roster members leave the roster.  In the event that 
any unsuccessful applicant for the election observation roster wishes to appeal the selection 
decision, a final review of the application will be carried out by a senior Department official 
who was not involved in the selection process. The final review should be completed within ten 
working days of receipt of the appeal.

29/05/2013WRH00950European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRH0100068. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of 
the European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26214/13]

29/05/2013WRH01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Council of the European Union is a key decision-making institution of the EU, at whose meet-
ings all EU Member States are represented.  In addition, I have also co-hosted one informal 
meeting of Foreign Ministers, a so-called “Gymnich” meeting.  Due to prior diary commit-
ments, I was unable to attend the Extraordinary Foreign Affairs Council (Mali) meeting on 17 
January 2013, convened at short notice to consider the situation in Mali.  Ireland was represent-
ed, at the meeting, by the Minister of State with Special Responsibility for European Affairs, 
Ms Lucinda Creighton, T.D.

In addition, the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, Mr Alan Shatter, T.D., repre-
sented Ireland at one meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council dedicated to Defence matters. 
The Minister of State with Responsibility for Trade and Development, Mr Joe Costello, T.D., 
represented Ireland at one meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council dedicated to Development 
Policy issues. 

Details of attendance, at meetings of the General Affairs Council, the Foreign Affairs Coun-
cil and “Gymnichs” since 1 January 2013, are listed below. 

Date Meeting Irish representation
17 January 2013 Extraordinary Foreign Af-

fairs Council (Mali)
Minister of State with Special Re-
sponsibility For European Affairs, Ms 
Lucinda Creighton, T.D.

31 January 2013 Foreign Affairs Council, 
Brussels

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.Minister of State with Special 
Responsibility for European Affairs, 
Ms. Lucinda Creighton T.D.
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Date Meeting Irish representation
4 February 2013 General Affairs Council, 

Brussels
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.Minister of State with Special 
Responsibility for European Affairs, 
Ms. Lucinda Creighton T.D.

18 February 2013 Foreign Affairs Council, 
Brussels

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.

11 March 2013 Foreign Affairs Council, 
Brussels

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.

11 March 2013 General Affairs Council, 
Brussels

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.Minister of State with Special 
Responsibility for European Affairs, 
Ms. Lucinda Creighton T.D.

22 - 23 March 
2013

Informal Foreign Affairs 
Council (Gynmich), Dublin

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.

22 April 2013 General Affairs Council, 
Luxembourg

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.Minister of State with Special 
Responsibility for European Affairs, 
Ms. Lucinda Creighton T.D.

22 April 2013 Foreign Affairs Council, 
Luxembourg

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.

23 April 2013 Foreign Affairs Council (De-
fence), Luxembourg

Minister for Justice, Equality and De-
fence, Mr. Alan Shatter, T.D.

21 May 2013 General Affairs Council, 
Brussels

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.

27 May 2013 Foreign Affairs Council, 
Brussels

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore 
T.D.

28 May 2013 Foreign Affairs Council (De-
velopment), Brussels

Minister of State with Responsibility 
for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe 
Costello, T.D.

Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRH0120069. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an under-
taking to provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on 
which the information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26229/13]

29/05/2013WRH01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): My 
Department seeks to ensure that any extra information to be provided as a follow-up to a Parlia-
mentary Question is made available as quickly as possible.  I am not aware of any undertakings 
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to provide extra information in my replies to Parliamentary Questions from the Deputy in 2013.  
However, if he has concerns that undertakings to provide information that I have given through 
a Parliamentary Question have not been met, he should raise the specific matter with me and I 
will ensure that it receives an immediate response.

Gross National Product Forecast

29/05/2013WRH0140070. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a projection 
on the expected GNP of Ireland in the next three years including redomiciled public limited 
companies and excluding redomiciled public limited companies. [25969/13]

29/05/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department’s latest forecast for 
gross national product (GNP) at current market prices, are set out below. These are consistent 
with the GNP forecasts of April 30 as set out in the Ireland Stability Programme - April 2013 
Update. 

- 2012* 2013 2014 2015 2016
Nearest 
€25m

Nominal 
GNP

133,400 136,275 140,550 145,225 150,300

*Outturn

Recent research by the ESRI suggests that exclusion of certain re-domiciled UK plcs would 
subtract about €5.7bn from GNP in 2011 and about €7.4bn in 2012.  Along with all other fore-
casting institutions, my Department forecasts GNP in a manner which is consistent with the 
GNP estimates produced by the Central Statistics Office on a quarterly basis.  Departmental 
officials are aware of the impact of the re-domciled plc issue, however, and will continue to 
monitor its impact over the near term.

Gross National Income Forecast

29/05/2013WRH0160071. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance what Ireland’s GNI for the past 
five years would have been excluding redomiciled public limited companies; and the amount 
by which Ireland’s contribution to the EU budget would have been reduced if these redomiciled 
public limited companies were excluded from the GNI figures for these years. [25970/13]

29/05/2013WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Gross National Income (GNI) figures 
for Ireland are prepared by the CSO as part of the national accounts. These figures are published 
annually in the National Income and Expenditure accounts, with the latest available final figures 
to 2011. The re-domiciled public limited companies (PLCs) are resident in Ireland and must 
be incorporated into our National statistics. In accordance with the European and International 
Statistical Standards, the CSO is not required to produce a separate series which excludes the 
impact of these entities on GNI.  However,  to  assist analysis of the macroeconomic accounts 
for Ireland, the ESRI recently published an estimate of the retained profits relating to these re-
domiciled PLCs. From this, it can be estimated that by 2011 the impact represented about 4.5% 
of GNI.  Taking account of this analysis and the significance of the GNI key in the calculation of 
Ireland’s overall contribution, indicative estimates for the 2009-2011 period would suggest that 
the impact of these redomiciled PLCs upon our budget contributions was to increase the amount 
paid in by Ireland. The following table sets out an estimate for the years 2009 – 2011 of what the 
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annual impact might have been, if the effect arising from the redomiciled PLCs was excluded.

Estimated Annual Impact from Adjusted GNI

- 2009 2010 2011
Estimated additional 
EU Budget contribu-
tion  was of the order 
of … 

€15m €40m  €45m

The Deputy will be aware that the use of GNI as a contribution key favours Ireland, as un-
like other countries this is significantly lower than our GDP. It accounts for about two thirds 
of our EU Budget contribution. It should be noted that in overall terms, under the current MFF 
2007-2013, Ireland remains a net beneficiary from the EU Budget.

29/05/2013WRH01750Property Taxation Collection

29/05/2013WRH0180072. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons who paid 
their local property tax via the revenue website have not been issued with a receipt of their pay-
ment; if these persons will receive an official receipt of their payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25986/13]

29/05/2013WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that since July 2011 paper receipts no longer issue in respect of tax payments generally.  
This decision was taken on the basis that the vast majority of taxpayers conduct business with 
Revenue via its online service, or via their employer, if they pay income tax under PAYE.  These 
services facilitate direct access to payment information and therefore customers have no need 
for a paper receipt.  The change has resulted in significant cost savings in terms of postage, 
stationery and staff resources.

This arrangement now applies to Local Property Tax (LPT).  Customers who file online re-
ceive an online acknowledgement and have ongoing access to their return and payment details.  
I am also advised that, where customers opt to pay LPT using one of the Revenue appointed 
third party payment service providers, receipts will issue for each payment made.  The appoint-
ed payment service providers are An Post Taxpay, Payzone and Omnivend.  Similarly, custom-
ers who file online over the telephone via the LPT helpline receive a paper acknowledgement 
of their payment from Revenue within two weeks.  Customers who file and pay using the paper 
LPT return do not receive a paper receipt. They will have evidence of LPT payments through 
their own financial institution records.  However, in circumstances where a payment fails for 
whatever reason, Revenue will make direct contact with the customer.

29/05/2013WRJ00150Tobacco Industry Lobbying

29/05/2013WRJ0020073. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he has met with the tobacco 
industry or lobbyists on its behalf in 2013; the persons present at these meetings; the matters 
that were discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26050/13]

29/05/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I met with representatives of the Irish 
Tobacco Manufacturers Advisory Committee (ITMAC) in 2013. This meeting was attended by 
the Taoiseach and the Minister for Justice and Equality on matters concerning the revision to 
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the EU Tobacco Products Directive as well as tobacco smuggling and the illicit tobacco market. 
I was accompanied at the meeting by one of my advisors.

29/05/2013WRJ00350Vehicle Registration Issues

29/05/2013WRJ0040074. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding remission 
of the vehicle registration tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26061/13]

29/05/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 
353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994 
(as amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts 
of VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme. This scheme is administered by the 
Revenue Commissioners, who have sole responsibility for the determination of claims for this 
relief.  The Revenue Commissioners have advised that in order to qualify for relief under the 
Scheme the specific organisation must be chiefly engaged in a voluntary capacity on a non-
commercial basis, in the care and transport of severely and permanently disabled persons. A 
‘disabled person’ means a person who is severely and permanently disabled, fulfilling one or 
more of the medical criteria set out in Regulation 3 of the Regulations referred to above.  A 
determination in relation to the application made by the body in question will be issued within 
the next two weeks.

29/05/2013WRJ00550Non-Resident Companies

29/05/2013WRJ0060075. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to a 1998 report produced by his Department on Irish registered non-resident companies which 
stated that IRNR companies have posed a threat to Ireland’s international image and its reputa-
tion as a well-regulated jurisdiction for conducting business and that the companies are regular-
ly advertised for sale in magazines alongside companies which are incorporated in tax havens; 
his views on whether the findings of this paper still stand; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26063/13]

29/05/2013WRJ0070076. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the findings of a 1998 Depart-
ment of Finance report on Irish Registered Non-Registered Companies were ever enacted on, 
including the recommendations for company law and taxation elements; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26064/13]

29/05/2013WRJ0080077. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views following a 1998 
report on Irish Registered Non-Resident Companies by his Department that changes need to be 
made to IRNR companies that change the tax residence rules where registration entails a test of 
tax residence as an alternative to the control and management test. [26066/13]

29/05/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 75 to 
77, inclusive, together.

Each year, as part of the Budget and Finance Bill process, papers are prepared by my De-
partment for consideration by the Tax Strategy Group which is a group of senior officials from 
a number of Government Departments.  These annual Tax Strategy Group (TSG) papers are 
then published on the Department of Finance website when the Budget and Finance Bill process 
has concluded.  The paper in question is a Tax Strategy Paper from 1998 which is available on 
the  Department’s website and can be reached at the following link: http://www.finance.gov.ie/
viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/Publications/tsg/tsg9855.htm.   
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This report followed work undertaken by the Department of Finance, the Revenue Commis-
sioners and what is now the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  The Department of 
Justice, Equality and Law Reform and the Attorney General’s office were also consulted.  The 
issues outlined in the paper were subsequently addressed by a package of measures including 
amendments to Company Law provisions and the introduction of taxation provisions in Finance 
Act 1999.  

The focus was on companies, engaged in fraud, money laundering, drug-trafficking and 
other illegal activities, which had no contact or association with the State following their reg-
istration.  As these companies were managed and controlled outside the State, they were not 
resident in Ireland for tax purposes under our long-standing management and control rule. The 
measures were designed to target as far as possible those companies which have no economic 
connection with Ireland and to minimise any adverse effects on legitimate business.  The Com-
pany Law measures are contained at sections 42-51 of the Companies Amendment)(No. 2) Act, 
1999, which was enacted on 15 December, 1999. 

First, as a precondition of incorporation, every application for registration is required to 
demonstrate that the proposed company intends to carry on an activity in the State.  Secondly 
the 1999 Act required that every company registered in the State was required to maintain an 
Irish resident director or bond to the value of €25,394.76. The Irish resident director require-
ment was subsequently changed to a requirement for a director resident in the European Eco-
nomic Area. Additionally the number of directorships which could be held by one person was 
limited to 25 (subject to certain exemptions). Finally the Act contained enhanced strike-off 
provisions and enhanced notification to the CRO where directors have resigned.

The taxation measures are contained in 23A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 which 
was introduced by section 82 of Finance Act 1999 in order to supplement the management and 
control rule, which is the primary determinant of company tax residence, by providing that 
certain companies incorporated in the State are to be regarded as being resident in the State for 
tax purposes. 

Consistent with the purpose of the provisions - to address companies that were not managed 
and controlled in the State and had no real connection with the State apart from having been in-
corporated here - the 1999 additions to the residence rules provided that only Irish-incorporated 
companies with no other connection with the State were to be regarded as resident in the State 
by virtue of their incorporation here.

A company incorporated in the State is not regarded as tax-resident here where -

- either the company or a related company is carrying on a trade in the State and either -

- the company is ultimately controlled in a tax treaty country or in an EU Member State or 

- the company or a related company is quoted on a recognised stock exchange in the EU or 
in a tax treaty country, or 

- the company is treated under a tax treaty as not resident in the State.

29/05/2013WRJ00950Tax Avoidance Issues

29/05/2013WRJ0100078. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered impos-
ing limits on the transfer of losses within group companies; if such a precedent exists for this 
limiting in other states; and the conditions that currently apply to the transfer of losses in group 
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companies. [26067/13]

29/05/2013WRJ0110081. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated loss to the Ex-
chequer in corporation tax as a result of loss transfers among group companies; his views on 
whether this is aggressive tax planning and avoidance; the steps he has taken to alleviate the 
impact of this on the Exchequer; and the steps he has taken at European level to ensure this type 
of activity is limited. [26070/13]

29/05/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 78 and 
81 together.

In recognition of the fact that groups of companies generally comprise a single economic 
entity, the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides that trading losses of a group company in an 
accounting period may be surrendered and offset against the profits of another group company 
in the corresponding accounting period.

To qualify for the relief, both the surrendering company and the claimant company must 
be resident in the State and be members of the same group. Two companies are members of a 
group of companies if one company is a 75% subsidiary of the other or both are 75% subsid-
iaries of a third company, where the third company is resident in the State or a treaty partner 
country or is quoted on a recognised stock exchange. A company is a 75% subsidiary of another 
company where not less than 75% of its ordinary share capital is owned directly or indirectly 
by that other group company.

Under the existing group relief provisions, only current year trading losses may be surren-
dered by one group company to another group company and any losses surrendered must be 
used by the claimant company in the same or corresponding accounting period. The relief does 
not apply in respect of trading losses brought forward by the surrendering company from previ-
ous accounting periods. Also, any losses surrendered to a claimant group company cannot be 
carried forward by that company to future accounting periods.

Based on preliminary data derived from corporation returns for the year 2011, the total 
amount of trading losses for which group relief was claimed in these returns was €2,443 million 
and the estimated tax cost in respect of these claims was €305 million. This cost does not take 
account of any behavioural response by companies to ensure continued utilisation of the losses 
concerned were group relief to be removed.

Group relief is a common feature of corporate tax systems and similar relief in one form or 
another is available in many other countries, although the terms and conditions will vary from 
country to country. The availability of group relief is an important facility for Irish and multina-
tional enterprises which conduct their business operations within a group of companies.  Impos-
ing a limit on such relief would put these enterprises at a disadvantage vis-à-vis enterprises that 
operate through branch structures rather than subsidiaries and, in the absence of other countries 
applying such a limit, could be detrimental to our international competitiveness. 

The transfer of losses within a group, by claiming group relief as provided for in the legis-
lation in respect of losses that have been incurred by the group, could not be said to constitute 
aggressive tax planning and I would not see this as an activity to be limited in the context of 
initiatives at European level to counter aggressive tax planning.  However, I would point out 
that the Taxes Consolidation Act does contain restrictions to counter the transfer of losses from 
one company to another for tax avoidance purposes, often referred to as “loss buying”.  For ex-
ample, Section 400 of the TCA provides that, where a loss-making trade is transferred from one 
company to another company in a group situation, the transferred trade is treated as a separate 
trade distinct from any other trading activities carried on by the successor. Any unused losses 
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forward of the transferred trade are only allowable against profits attributable to that separate 
trade. This ensures that trading losses are ring-fenced to that trade and may not be offset against 
other trading income of the successor.

In addition, Section 401 of TCA provides that where, within a period of 3 years, there is 
both a change of ownership of a company and a major change in the nature or conduct of the 
trade carried on by the company (e.g. major change in products, services, customers or mar-
kets), trading losses incurred by the company before the change of ownership are not allow-
able against trading income of the company after the change of ownership. The effect of these 
provisions to counter “loss buying” is to restrict the scope for utilising losses for tax planning 
purposes by combining loss-making and profitable business activities. These provisions are 
kept under review and, if any loopholes or weaknesses that pose a tax risk are identified, I will 
not hesitate to introduce appropriate legislative amendments.

I should add, finally, that the Revenue Commissioners monitor and assess claims for group 
relief as part of their ongoing risk management and audit programme. Revenue has a range of 
resources at its disposal, both legislative and administrative, to counter tax avoidance and it will 
not hesitate to challenge claims for relief in respect of losses that are contrived and not genuine 
commercial losses incurred by an enterprise.

29/05/2013WRJ01250Tax Data

29/05/2013WRJ0130079. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if tax data on multinational 
companies based here is collated separately; and if so, if he will state the minimum effective 
rate of tax paid by multinational corporations to the Exchequer. [26068/13]

29/05/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that as multinational companies on tax records are not specifically distinguished from 
other companies there is no precise basis on which the taxes paid by multinational companies 
can be separately ascertained. Where necessary, it is possible for Revenue’s Large Cases Divi-
sion (which manages the tax affairs of most multinational companies) to  manually identify the 
top payers among these companies on a case by case basis and extract  the necessary tax details 
to provide indicative figures.  The amount of corporation tax paid in 2012 by the top 10 compa-
nies managed in Revenue’s Large Cases Division was €1.42 billion.

29/05/2013WRJ01450Tax Yield

29/05/2013WRJ0150080. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that could be raised 
for the Exchequer if corporation tax was applied to dividends received by one Irish resident 
company from another Irish resident company. [26069/13]

29/05/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 129 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides that corporation tax is not charged on dividends received by an Irish resident 
company from another Irish resident company. The reason for this is that such dividends are 
paid out of profits of the paying company which have already been subject to corporation tax 
and to apply a corporation tax charge on the company receiving the dividends would, in effect, 
amount to double taxation.  If an Irish resident company were to be made chargeable to corpora-
tion tax on dividends it received from other companies resident in the State, it would be neces-
sary to provide a credit for corporation tax paid by the paying company on profits out of which 
the dividends are paid. As such a credit would offset the corporation tax payable on dividends 
received, there would be no net gain to the Exchequer from the removal of this exemption.
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  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 78.

29/05/2013WRK00150Tax Yield

29/05/2013WRK0020082. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated loss to the Ex-
chequer from the corporation tax exemption from capital gains tax on gains arising from the 
disposal of substantial shareholdings where the Irish parented group is engaged in trading ac-
tivities and the subsidiary is resident in an EU member state or a tax treaty country. [26071/13]

29/05/2013WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Gains and losses arising from disposals 
of certain shareholdings are disregarded for tax purposes, provided that the conditions apply-
ing to the relief are fully satisfied. The exemption was introduced in 2004, and is contained 
in S626B TCA 1997. The purpose of its introduction was to encourage the establishment of 
regional headquarters and holding companies in Ireland. Most other EU Member States have 
similar provisions and the EU Commission approved the measure from a State aid perspective.  
Disposals coming within the scope of the relief are ignored for tax purposes, while losses on 
disposals are not available for set-off.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, as 
there is no requirement to make a claim, it is not possible to provide the Deputy with the infor-
mation requested.

29/05/2013WRK00350Tax Credits

29/05/2013WRK0040083. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a recent 
cost-benefit analysis of the research and development tax credit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26077/13]

29/05/2013WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
comprehensive review of the R&D Tax Credit which was announced in Budget 2013.  The 
terms of reference of the Review have been published on the Department’s website.  One of the 
central purposes of this review is to ensure that the R&D tax credit gives value for money to the 
Irish taxpayer and accordingly a cost benefit analysis will be included.  This review is already 
underway in the Department, and will be completed later this year.  It is expected that the results 
will be published in due course.

29/05/2013WRK00550Departmental Staff Retirements

29/05/2013WRK0060084. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the number of civil servants 
in his Department that have left to go to work in the financial services sector here during the 
past year; of those, the number that would have had interactions with the IFSC Clearing House 
Group and associated sub-groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26078/13]

29/05/2013WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): No officials from my Department have 
moved into jobs in the financial sector.  I understand that three members of my Department’s 
Shareholder Management Unit, seconded to my Department from the NTMA, who resigned 
from the NTMA subsequently took up employment in the financial sector.

29/05/2013WRK00750NAMA Loan Write-Downs
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29/05/2013WRK0080085. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the total number of companies 
which have had loans transferred to the National Asset Management Agency; the highest value 
of such a loan; the discount that has been applied to that loan; and from which financial institu-
tion. [26159/13]

29/05/2013WRK0090086. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the total number of persons that 
have had loans transferred to the National Asset Management Agency; the highest value of 
such a loan; the discount that has been applied to that loan; and from what financial institution. 
[26160/13]

29/05/2013WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 85 and 
86 together. 

I am advised that NAMA acquired loans which had been advanced to over 5,000 debtor 
entities by the five participating institutions.  NAMA advises that the average discount across 
the portfolio of acquired loans was 57%.  The discount varied on a loan by loan basis depend-
ing on the quality and location of the underlying security.  Detailed information on NAMA’s 
acquisition of loans and its engagement with close to 800 debtor connections, including details 
relating to the overall par and loan acquisition value of loans acquired and the discounts applied 
is set out in the Agency’s annual reports for 2010 and 2011, both of which are available on the 
NAMA website, www.nama.ie.

29/05/2013WRK01050Illicit Trade in Tobacco

29/05/2013WRK0110087. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance in view of the Exchequer losses 
from the smuggling of illicit tobacco products here and the resulting health effects, if he has any 
plans to increase the number of freight x-ray scanning machines to cover all our ports; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26182/13]

29/05/2013WRK0120088. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine the staffing al-
locations to Customs and Excise to ensure 24 hour operation of existing freight X-ray scanning 
machines and to allow for the operation of new machines; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26183/13]

29/05/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 and 
88 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the collection of 
taxes and duties and for tackling the smuggling of dutiable and prohibited goods, that they re-
gard the prevention of smuggling, including the smuggling of illicit tobacco products, as a high 
priority area.  The use of enforcement equipment such as mobile X-  ray scanners and other 
detection technologies is just one element of a multifaceted strategy employed by Revenue to 
tackle smuggling. This strategy includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of smuggling 
activity and developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis. It 
necessitates ongoing review of operational policies and optimum deployment of resources at 
points of importation and inland to intercept contraband product.

Revenue continually monitors ongoing developments in the market place in available X- 
ray and other technologies.  Revenue also continuously review their requirements and capabil-
ity together with their selection and deployment of detection equipment. Revenue has made 
use of the European Union’s Hercule II programme to part-fund the acquisition of detection 
equipment and will apply for further funding, where appropriate, in the future. The actual tech-
nology selected and the operational deployment of that technology are matters for the Revenue 
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Commissioners.

Revenue currently has three mobile X-ray systems.  Two of these are mobile X-ray con-
tainer scanning systems that are based at Dublin Port and Rosslare Ferry Port respectively. Both 
these scanners are available for deployment at other ports,  and at other locations such as ware-
houses, as required, and Revenue utilises them, on a risk assessment basis, at various locations 
throughout the country.  Revenue’s other mobile X-ray system is a scan van, which is available 
for deployment and is used at airports, ports and warehouses. Revenue also uses smaller static 
baggage/parcel scanners at all major ports, airports and postal depots and are currently in the 
process of replacing units in Dublin Airport, Shannon Airport and Rosslare Ferry Port.

Revenue, I understand, is generally satisfied with their current scanning capability and con-
sider that the container ports are adequately serviced by their scanners.  Revenue has no plans at 
present to acquire any additional scanners.  In relation to the hours of operation of the existing 
X-ray scanners, I am advised that Revenue staff are rostered to be available to operate these 
scanning systems during port operational hours, which do not normally extend to a 24-hour 
basis.

29/05/2013WRK01350European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRK0140089. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance which Minister or Minister of 
State represented Ireland at the ministerial Council meetings of the European Union during the 
Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26213/13]

29/05/2013WRK01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ecofin usually meets monthly, although 
it can meet more frequently, if required. During Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the EU 
in the first half of 2013, as President of Ecofin, I have chaired four formal meetings and one 
informal meeting of the Ecofin Council.  Mr Brian Hayes TD, Minister of State at the Depart-
ment of Finance, has represented Ireland at these meetings and will continue to do so for the 
remainder of the Irish Presidency.  The attached table set outs the dates and locations of the five 
Ecofin Council meetings that I have chaired to date during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council, 
and which Minister of State, Brian Hayes TD has attended as the national representative.    

Economic and Financial Affairs Council 
(Ecofin) 

 Irish Presidency 2013

Date of Council meetings  Location
22/01/2013  Brussels
12/02/2013  Brussels
05/03/2013  Brussels
12-13/04/2013  (Informal meeting) Dublin (Dublin Castle)
14/05/2013  Brussels

29/05/2013WRK01550Education and Training Provision

29/05/2013WRK0160090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of training, upskilling and or education places he expects to be in a position to provide in 
the current year, with particular reference to addressing the levels of long-term unemployment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26265/13]

29/05/2013WRK01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department will fund 
over 430,000 part time and full time education and training places across the range of provision 
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in the higher education, further education and training sectors in 2013. Unemployed participants 
are prioritised for places in further education and training. In line with commitments under the 
Pathways to Work initiative, over 51,000 places across this provision will be targeted specifi-
cally at the long-term unemployed in 2013.1) Further Education provision The main providers 
of FE programmes are Vocational Education Committees (VECs). Programmes are usually 
certified by the Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC) and certification is 
available for all FE learners. Full-time programmes are: Youthreach, for early school leavers be-
tween 15 – 20 years of age; Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme (VTOS) for unemployed 
adults over 21 years of age; Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) for learners over 16 years of age 
who have completed the Leaving Certificate (LC) or who are adults returning to education.Part-
time programmes are provided under: The Back to Education Initiative (BTEI), free for adults 
with a less than upper second level education; Adult Literacy (AL) for adults with specific 
needs in basic skills areas and includes English as a Second Language (ESOL) provision; and 
Community Education (CE) providing informal and non-formal education for hard-to-reach 
adults.2) FAS/SOLAS Training servicesFÁS Training Services will facilitate unemployed in-
dividuals through a range of training programmes that provide industry/occupational specific 
skills as well as preparatory type training, to enable a diverse range of unemployed individuals 
referred to FÁS through “Intreo”, to gain a recognised qualification, access job opportunities or 
progression opportunities to further/higher education/training. 3) Redundant Apprentice Place-
ment Scheme (RAPS)FÁS the National Training and Employment Authority introduced the 
Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme in 2011 (RAPS) to provide redundant apprentices 
with the opportunity to complete the minimum on-the-job training with assessments for Phase 
3, Phase 5 and Phase 7 of the Standard Based Apprenticeship Programme. This Programme 
was extended in 2012 and there were over 2,200 beneficiaries. RAPS will continue in 2013.4) 
SkillnetsSkillnets which is an enterprise-led body funded through the National Training Fund 
(NTF) to provide companies with new opportunities to develop relevant, effective answers to 
their training and development needs was set ambitious targets for 2013 to train 40,000 persons, 
of which up to 8,000 will be unemployed,. 5) Momentum “Momentum” has been designed to 
provide targeted interventions to tackle the skills shortages in particular sectors of the Irish 
economy where vacancies have been identified and will provide up to 6,500 training places 
for the long term unemployed. Some of the places have been targeted specifically at young 
unemployed people. Momentum will be co-financed by the European Social Fund.6) National 
Strategy for Higher Education National Strategy for Higher Education is a detailed frame-
work and range of recommendations that ensures the system continues to respond to enterprise 
needs. This includes structured employer surveys and interaction, increased work placement 
opportunities, staff mobility into enterprise and a renewed focus on generic skills. The Higher 
Education Authority has also published guidelines for the establishment of higher education 
institutional clusters at a regional level to support enterprise development and employment 
needs. 7) SpringboardSpringboard is a new funding stream that has been introduced since 2011 
to address the specific skills needs of enterprise and to support jobseekers to re-skill in areas 
where employment opportunities are emerging as the economy is recovering. To date more 
than 10,000 unemployed or previously self employed people have been provided places under 
Springboard and a further 5,000 places are expected to be delivered in 2013. 8) ICT SkillsA 
joint Government-Industry ICT Action Plan, which has been developed as a direct response to 
identified ICT skills shortages, contains a comprehensive range of measures to build the domes-
tic supply of ICT graduates.

29/05/2013WRL00050Broadband Services Provision

29/05/2013WRL0010091. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
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(details supplied) in County Meath may expect to receive faster broadband; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25964/13]

29/05/2013WRL00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the Schools Broad-
band Access Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for 
all recognised primary schools. All contracts under the Schools Broadband Access Programme 
were re-tendered last year under a public procurement competition. As a result of this the num-
ber of service providers has been expanded from 6 to 13 with the aim of ensuring that where 
available satisfactory solutions would be awarded to schools. The Department is aware of the 
difficulty that some schools, such as Culmullen National School have with their broadband ser-
vice. Through the public procurement process the Department has sought as far as possible to 
reduce the reliance on satellite services and the number of schools awarded a satellite connec-
tion has fallen from approximately 1,800 in 2005 to approximately 200 at present. Satellite con-
nections and some other slower connections were only awarded where no other solution was 
proposed and contracts for these connections were only awarded for one year. These schools 
will be re-tendered in a mini-competition this August to see if better solutions are available to 
be awarded. In addition to this the Department continually liaises with service providers to try 
and ensure that where possible improved connections will be made available.

29/05/2013WRL00250Student Grant Scheme Reform

29/05/2013WRL0030092. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 103 of 21 March 2013, if the review which he has undertaken has now 
been completed; if he will make the contents of same available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25965/13]

29/05/2013WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The position is that the issue, 
as referred to by the Deputy, is still under consideration by my Department.

29/05/2013WRL00450Teachers’ Remuneration

29/05/2013WRL0050093. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the positions of 17 teachers who are employed by the International School of 
Martyrs, Tripoli, Libya, a school at which students sit the Irish leaving certificate, and who are 
owed an estimated €200,000 from the school management; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25989/13]

29/05/2013WRL00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The International School of 
Martyrs (ISM) is a private educational institution located in Tripoli, Libya. The Irish Leaving 
Certificate examination is offered each year to candidates in the school. The role of the State 
Examinations Commission (SEC) is to provide examinations to candidates who have been en-
tered for either the Junior or Leaving Certificate and in this regard I am informed by the SEC 
that it engages with the ISM school authorities on the delivery of the Leaving Certificate exami-
nations for students from the school. For the purpose of the examination system ISM candidates 
are bound by the same rules and programmes as all other pupils taking the examinations, pay 
their examination fees to the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and sit their examinations 
under the same conditions. Teachers working at ISM are directly recruited and engaged as 
employees of that school. Their terms and conditions are private contractual matters between 
themselves and the school authorities. Neither the SEC nor my Department has a role in relation 
to internal management or contractual issues between school employees and their employers.
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29/05/2013WRL00650Student Grant Scheme Appeals

29/05/2013WRL0070094. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal for 
a Student Universal Support Ireland grant will be expedited in respect of persons (details sup-
plied) in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25993/13]

29/05/2013WRL00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the persons 
in respect of whose details were supplied by the Deputy was received in my Department on 7th 
May 2013 and is due for consideration by the Independent Student Grants Appeals Board on 
the 18th June 2013.

29/05/2013WRL00850Pension Provisions

29/05/2013WRL0090095. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of the number of retired secondary school teachers who are on his Department’s pay-
roll; the percentage of these who have pensions which fall into categories of between €10,000 
to €20,000, between €20,000 to €30,000, between €30,000 and €40,000, between €40,000 
and €50,000 and of €60,000 or more per year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25998/13]

29/05/2013WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are 9,697 retired volun-
tary secondary and community and comprehensive school teachers in receipt of pension from 
my Department’s retired teachers’ payroll. The percentage details in respect of this group of 
retired teachers are set out in the attached table.

Table of Retired Voluntary Secondary and Community and Comprehensive School 
Teachers

Category of Pension Percentage Retired Teachers per Category
0 to €10,000 5.15%
€10,001 to €20,000 11.31%
€20,001 to €30,000 19.65%
€30,001 to €40,000 49.43%
€40,001 to €50,000 11.50%
€50,001 to €60,000 2.93%
Over €60,000 0.03%

29/05/2013WRL01050Pupil-Teacher Ratio

29/05/2013WRL0110096. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
reversing the non-alleviation in the reduction of teaching posts as a result of the increase in the 
pupil-teacher ratio for post-primary certificate courses for Mayo Vocational Education Commit-
tee courses; his views on whether it is unreasonable that the alleviation was not applied pro rata 
to all VEC courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26037/13]

29/05/2013WRL01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): As the Deputy wil be aware, all VECs were invited to forward impact statements to my 
Department on the effect of the regression in the pupil teacher ratio (PTR) on PLC provision. 
Following the review of all impact statements received some alleviation of the reduction in 
teaching posts is being allowed to those VECs who were losing six or more posts as a transi-
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tional measure for the next academic year. County Mayo VEC is due to lose 2.87 whole time 
equivalent teaching posts as a result of the regression in the PTR. As a result, it has not received 
any alleviation.

29/05/2013WRL01250Pension Provisions

29/05/2013WRL0130097. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills the resolution that 
will be offered to the pension difficulties of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [26075/13]

29/05/2013WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The pensions of some retired 
public servants, including some teachers, are coordinated with social welfare benefits where the 
pensioner had paid full rate Class A PRSI during some or all of his/her employment. Class A 
rate PRSI payment brings with it an entitlement to a State pension payable by the Department 
of Social Protection. The State pension becomes payable at age 65. As some public servants 
(particularly teachers) retire significantly earlier than age 65, their occupational pension may, 
on application and subject to certain criteria, be augmented by the payment of a supplementary 
pension by the occupational pension provider. The purpose in paying a supplementary pension 
is to ensure that such public servants who paid Class A rate PRSI are not disadvantaged in the 
period between their retirement and their receipt of the State pension. One of the conditions at-
taching to the award of a supplementary pension is that its payment should cease or be reduced, 
as appropriate, where the pensioner becomes entitled to a state pension. Cessation of the supple-
mentary pension occurs where the rate of State pension payable is greater than the rate of the 
supplementary pension which was in payment.

The person to whom the Deputy refers applied for and was awarded a supplementary pen-
sion following retirement from teaching. It has been established that the person to whom the 
Deputy refers is currently receiving a State pension. As a result of this, payment of supplemen-
tary pension from my Department has been discontinued. Payment of the occupational pension 
continues in the normal way. While my Department must cease payment of the supplementary 
pension in accordance with the terms of the statutory pension scheme, the issues raised by the 
person to whom the Deputy refers will be addressed in a sensitive manner.

29/05/2013WRL01450Quality and Qualifications Ireland

29/05/2013WRL0150098. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 231 of 5 March 2013, the progress that has been made by the new Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland to finally enable aspirant providers to apply for FETAC level accredita-
tion; and when new applications will be accepted. [26083/13]

29/05/2013WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can inform the Deputy that, 
since his previous question on this issue, QQI have published a number of Green Papers on 
various policy areas which are available on the QQI website, dealing with subjects such as 
Awards and Standards, Certification, Access to Programme Accreditation, Recognition of Prior 
Learning and Quality Assurance. The purpose of these Green Papers is to inform the Compre-
hensive Policy Development Programme which QQI is undertaking with all of its stakeholders. 
Consultation events held by QQI in Dublin on 20 May and Cork on 28 May were attended by 
approximately 500 stakeholders and will inform the development of policy.

Following the receipt of submissions from interested parties over the summer months, new 
policies will be introduced in September to enable those providers who do not currently have 
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a relationship with QQI to have access to external quality assurance and awards. It should be 
noted that while QQI has not been accepting new applications for recognition while these poli-
cies are being developed, it has been liaising with the providers concerned. In March 2013, 
QQI issued a questionnaire to 105 such providers and it continues to issue the questionnaire to 
potential applicants. The purpose of the questionnaire is to gather information on the providers 
and will assist when the provider application process reopens.

29/05/2013WRL01650Education Policy

29/05/2013WRL0170099. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline his 
Department’s work in generating new assessment methods using computers for both primary 
and secondary schools; if he envisages any traditional core subjects being examined on comput-
ers in schools here in view of the shift towards computer based examination in other member 
states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26152/13]

29/05/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I will be looking at different 
assessment methods in the context of the work currently taking place at  primary and post-pri-
mary - both junior cycle and senior cycle. My Department will evaluate the different options in 
the context of their educational content and their relevance to the quality  learning  experience 
for students in the first instance. However, no specific decision has been taken to introduce as-
sessment methods using computers in the near future.

29/05/2013WRM00150Further Education and Training Programmes Provision

29/05/2013WRM00200100. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
update on whether colleges of further education that provide higher education courses (details 
supplied), in addition to post-leaving certificate courses, are eligible to apply to offer Spring-
board and Momentum skills places; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26157/13]

29/05/2013WRM00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is open to all public, private 
and not for profit higher education providers to submit proposals for courses to be funded under 
Springboard. All courses approved for funding are selected by an independent panel with indus-
try and educational expertise, having regard to published selection criteria and following a com-
petitive tendering process. A call for proposals for courses to be run under Springboard 2013 
was issued by the Higher Education Authority in February 2013 with a deadline for receipt of 
proposals of 9 April. The call documentation is available on the Higher Education Authority 
website (www.hea.ie/en/node/1502). Details of the courses selected for funding by the indepen-
dent panel will be available in the coming weeks.    Both public and private providers were also 
eligible to apply for funding from the Momentum fund, subject to a tender process. There were 
two stages in this process: (i) pre-qualification and (ii) project proposals assessment. Notifica-
tion of the pre-qualification for the current round of funds was published on the e-tenders web-
site last summer.  Pre-qualified providers had the opportunity to submit proposals which were 
considered in line with the tender specification.  No subsequent notification has been published. 

29/05/2013WRM00350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

29/05/2013WRM00400101. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the differential 
in costs between sending a child to St. Ultan’s school, Navan, County Meath, in comparison to 
Ratoath national school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26172/13]
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29/05/2013WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides for a continuum of special educational provision to be made 
available for children with special educational needs, so that regardless of the level of need of 
the child, educational provision can be made for them.  My Department provides for a range 
of placement options and supports for schools which have enrolled pupils with special educa-
tional needs in order to ensure that, wherever a child is enrolled, s/he will have access to an 
appropriate education.  Some children may be fully integrated into mainstream schools without 
additional teaching or care supports. Others are able to attend mainstream schools but need ad-
ditional teaching and/or care assistance. In respect of children who cannot be accommodated in 
mainstream education, they may be enrolled in special classes or special schools where more 
intensive and supportive interventions are provided.   The extent of supports required for any 
child in a particular class setting or school will depend on their disability categorisation and the 
extent of care needs that they may have.  Additional costs relating to school buildings, trans-
port, the July Programme, the National Educational Psychological Service (Neps) the Special 
Education Support Service (SESS) and assistive technology support may also arise depending 
on individual needs.  Given the different supports provided in special and mainstream schools, 
depending on the disability categorisations of the pupils attending those schools, the care or 
attendant additional needs required, it is not possible to provide an estimate of the cost differ-
entials between a child attending one school versus another.  The National Council for Special 
Education can assist parents to identify school placements which can then be resourced to sup-
port children with special educational needs.  All schools have the names and contact details of 
their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. 

29/05/2013WRM00550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

29/05/2013WRM00600102. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children presenting with Down’s syndrome that have been assessed by SENO for the school 
year 2013-14; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26173/13]

29/05/2013WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports.  Pupils with Down’s syndrome attending main-
stream schools may receive additional teaching support in primary schools, either under the 
terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational 
psychological assessment places the pupil in the mild general learning disability/high incidence 
disability category, or through an allocation of individual additional resource teaching hours 
which are allocated by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), if the child is as-
sessed as being within the low incidence category of special need, as defined by my Depart-
ment’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down’s syndrome may therefore be allocated resources under the category of 
mild general learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty 
or Assessed Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability.  There is not 
presently a distinct disability category of Down’s syndrome for resource allocation purposes. 
As such, it is not possible to advise of the number of children with Down’s syndrome who will 
be attending school for the 2013/14 school year. 

29/05/2013WRM00750Proposed Legislation
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29/05/2013WRM00800103. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update in relation to proposed legislation, the education (admission to school) Bill 2013; 
when the draft heads of this Bill are expected before Cabinet; and when it is hoped that this 
legislation will take effect. [26190/13]

29/05/2013WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I an-
nounced at the Easter Teacher Union Conferences that I will shortly bring to Government draft 
heads of a bill – the Education (Admission to School) Bill 2013.  Work on the draft legislative 
proposals is largely completed and the proposals are being legally proofed at present.  When 
this process is completed I intend to bring the proposals to Cabinet. I will seek to publish the 
Bill in draft form to allow a full public discussion, including inputs from the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Education and Social Protection and the education partners. I also intend to pub-
lish draft regulations that I plan to make when the Bill is enacted.

In bringing forward these proposals, it is not my intention to unnecessarily intrude into how 
schools do their business.  My policy objective is to ensure that the way in which schools de-
cide on applications is structured, fair and transparent.  As the Bill and the Regulations will be 
published in draft form, they will also be subject to a lot of detailed scrutiny before becoming 
law.  I will be reflecting carefully on the views expressed in the consultation process to ensure 
they strike the right balance between school autonomy and fairness in our education system.

29/05/2013WRM00950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

29/05/2013WRM01000104. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding resource hours for children with specific language impairment (details supplied). 
[26195/13]

29/05/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides an extensive range of supports for pupils with Specific Speech 
and Language Disorder (SSLD) including provision for the establishment of special classes 
for Specific Speech and Language Disorder in primary schools.  Applications to establish such 
classes are considered by the school’s assigned Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) 
and those meeting the criteria for establishment are approved by the National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE). 

The NCSE have informed my officials that there are 64 such classes established at Primary 
level throughout the country, and that 9 of these classes are in the Dublin area.  Local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENO) will be able to provide advice on the location of the 
nearest special classes and the criteria for admission.  Contact details for SENOs are available 
at www.ncse.ie.

Where a special class has been established, a full-time teacher is assigned to each class, 
and classes operate with a reduced pupil-teacher ratio of 7:1.  Speech and language therapy 
services are provided to these classes by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  An enhanced 
capitation grant is provided to schools operating special classes for pupils with Specific Speech 
and Language Disorder.  The current rate is €857 per pupil.  Pupils who are not enrolled in a 
special class for SSLD and who meet the criteria for Specific Speech and Language Disorder, as 
outlined in my Department’s Circular 0038/2007, may qualify for additional teaching support 
where he/she is enrolled in mainstream school. Applications for such support may be made to 
the NCSE through the local SENO. 

The NCSE have indicated to my officials that there are approximately 4932 pupils at pri-
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mary level and 912 pupils at post primary level for whom resource teaching hours were allo-
cated to schools under this category for the current academic year.  Pupils with mild speech and 
language difficulties may qualify for supplementary teaching support from within the school’s 
general allocation of learning support/teaching support.  All schools were advised to apply to 
the NCSE for resource teaching support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013.  The 
NCSE are currently processing these applications and schools will be notified by SENOs of 
their resource teaching allocations for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on 
the number of valid applications received.  All schools have the names and contact details of 
their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. 

29/05/2013WRM01150European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRM01200105. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the Minister or 
Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the European 
Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26211/13]

29/05/2013WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Council formation in 
which I participate is the Education, Youth, Culture and Sport (EYCS) Council. Since the start 
of the Irish Presidency on 1 January, there have been two meetings of the Education component 
of this Council formation: 15 February and 16 May.  I attended as President of the Council at 
both meetings.

29/05/2013WRM01350Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRM01400106. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to provide 
extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the infor-
mation was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26226/13]

29/05/2013WRM01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy had 28 questions 
answered by this Department between January to May 2013. There was no additional informa-
tion to be forwarded to the Deputy in relation to any of these questions. 

29/05/2013WRM01550School Accommodation

29/05/2013WRM01600107. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding an application for an extension in respect of a school (details supplied) in County 
Dublin; if he will provide details of the level of priority being given to this application; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [26236/13]

29/05/2013WRM01700110. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
status of a primary school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26261/13]

29/05/2013WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 107 and 110 together.

The major building project at the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of 
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Architectural Planning.  The Board of Management and their Design Team have recently been 
authorised to proceed to complete Stage 2A of Architectural Planning, which is the Developed 
Sketch Design Stage.  Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed 
by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school ac-
commodation to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this 
project in the five year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School building 
projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the 
five year construction programme, but which were previously initiated will continue to be pro-
gressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available 
to the Department in the future.

29/05/2013WRM01850Schools Building Projects Administration

29/05/2013WRM01900108. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to reform the eligibility for schools to avail of capital funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26239/13]

29/05/2013WRM02000109. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cri-
teria for the selection of schools to be capitally funded; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26260/13]

29/05/2013WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 108 and 109 together.

My Department’s over-riding objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical 
school place and that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  
To ensure that this is achieved, the delivery of major school projects to meet significant de-
mographic demands nationally will be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the 
coming years.  The Five Year school building programme that I announced in March 2012 is 
focused on meeting those demographic needs. The 5 Year Construction Plan, together with my 
announcement last December of the 50 school projects which are scheduled for construction in 
the current year as part of a €2 billion capital investment programme, outlines the major school 
projects that will commence construction over the duration of the Plan (2012-2016). 

It is not possible to progress all projects within the Department’s building programme con-
currently due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need 
to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of essential additional school ac-
commodation to meet increasing demographic requirements.  I wish to advise the Deputy that 
where an immediate enrolment need in an area has been identified e.g. the appointment of 
an additional teacher and where a school’s existing accommodation cannot provide for this 
growth, my Department will be prepared to consider applications by schools for capital funding 
for additional classrooms mainly on a devolved basis.  My Department has no plans to adjust 
the current criteria for schools accessing capital funding.

29/05/201     Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 107.

29/05/2013WRN00350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

29/05/2013WRN00400111. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a determi-
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nation will be made on a grant application appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 4; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26276/13]

29/05/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the person 
in respect of whom details were supplied by the Deputy was received in my Department on 23 
April 2013 and is due for consideration by the Independent Student Grants Appeals Board on 
11 June 2013.

29/05/2013WRN00550Third Level Staff Remuneration

29/05/2013WRN00600112. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 106 of 22 May, 2013, the number of persons who are earning in excess of 
€200,000 who are not an academic medical consultant; if he will provide details of their role or 
position and the reason the public service salary cap does not apply in these cases. [26277/13]

29/05/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are currently 10 people 
in the Education sector who are earning in excess of €200,000 and who are not academic medi-
cal consultants, four of whom are Heads of Universities.  The remainder are appointments made 
in accordance with a framework agreed between the Irish Universities Association and the 
Higher Education Authority which allows for a departure from approved levels of remunera-
tion.

Framework Appointments are made by universities under the terms of a Departures Frame-
work provided for under Section 25(5) of the Universities Act 1997.  This allows universities 
in very limited and exceptional circumstances, for academic and research posts, to depart from 
approved levels of remuneration where the governing authority is satisfied that it is necessary 
to meet the objects of the university.  The purpose of the Framework is to enable a university to 
attract a person to its staff, who would, because of exceptional or scarce expertise and/or quali-
fications, command remuneration higher than the norm and who would not be prepared to work 
for the university unless so rewarded.  Appointments made under the framework do not require 
the sanction of the Minister or the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government introduced a salary ceiling of €200,000 and 
this has applied to all new appointments to senior positions across the Public Service. Since 
becoming Minister I have written to the Chairpersons of University Governing Bodies request-
ing them to ask all relevant individuals, including Presidents, who earn in excess of €200,000, 
to make voluntary waivers of salary. While two individuals, one of whom is a university Head, 
have agreed to make personal arrangements with their employer regarding a deduction of the 
amount of salary over €200,000, there have been no voluntary waivers made for the benefit of 
the State. I cannot enforce a voluntary waiver nor can I insist that a waiver, if made, follows any 
particular format. For example, if an employee chooses to waive a portion of his/her salary in 
favour of a charity or their employer they are free to do so. However, it would be my personal 
preference as Minister that any waiver made should be for the benefit of the State.

29/05/2013WRN00750Site Acquisitions

29/05/2013WRN00800113. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the purchase of a site (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26286/13]

29/05/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
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that officials from my Department have been working closely for some time now with officials 
from Wicklow County Council in relation to acquiring a suitable site for the delivery of school 
accommodation in the area referred to by him.  I am pleased to advise the Deputy that agree-
ment in principle, subject to contract, has been reached in relation to a suitable site which will 
cater not only for the school referred to by him but also for other accommodation needs in the 
area.  Contracts are awaited at present in relation to the site.  The Deputy will be aware that the 
project to deliver the new school building for the school referred to is included in the five year 
Building Programme which I announced in 2012.

29/05/2013WRN00950Public Procurement Issues

29/05/2013WRN01000114. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when a reply will issue to this Deputy’s correspondence (details supplied); if he will provide 
an update on the current plans for procurement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25985/13]

29/05/2013WRN01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Under EU 
law, public contracts above a certain values must be advertised EU-wide and awarded to the 
most competitive tender in an open and objective process.  The aim is to promote an open, com-
petitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers value for money. 
It would be a breach of the rules for a public body to favour or discriminate against particular 
candidates on grounds of location or nationality and there are legal remedies which may be used 
against any public body infringing these rules.

The National Procurement Service (NPS) has put in place a number of national arrange-
ments designed to secure better value for money from leveraging the public service’s buying 
power in relation to a range of goods and services that are commonly purchased across the 
public service.  These national arrangements have benefits that include:  cash savings; adminis-
trative savings from reduced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved 
consistency; and, enhanced service levels. 

In some instances the take up of the NPS arrangements has been low. In order to increase 
the usage of the NPS arrangements and thereby secure best value for money, the Government 
decided that it should be mandatory for public service bodies to use specified national procure-
ment arrangements. Last year my Department issued Circular 06/12 which implements the 
Government decision by making it a mandatory requirement that public service bodies avail of 
specified national arrangements put in place by the NPS.   

Where a mandatory framework arrangement exists, any public service body intending to 
make a purchase other than through the framework arrangement will need to ensure that it 
can explain the rationale for not using the NPS arrangement and provide a value for money 
justification that takes account of the full costs including those incurred in managing its own 
procurement process. 

While the key purpose of Circular 6/12 is to enable the State to do more with less by ag-
gregating procurement to secure better value for money, it is worth noting that such aggregation 
arrangements can be implemented in a manner that achieves value for money with a minimal 
negative impact, or indeed a positive impact, on SMEs. While a number of the categories of 
goods and services mandated under the Circular are suited to single supplier national arrange-
ments, these need not be accepted as the norm. The greater use, where appropriate, of multi-
supplier frameworks can address local supplier issues while also ensuring on-going cost com-
petitiveness of the framework itself. Such multi-supplier frameworks may also offer SMEs the 
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opportunity to participate in national level contracts, thereby offering valuable reference work 
when competing for public procurement contracts in other jurisdictions.  

In relation to plans for further reform of public procurement, an external review of the 
central procurement function was commissioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. The report of the review, which was published late last year, found that significant sav-
ings can be achieved through the implementation of a transformational change to the central 
procurement model. In December 2012, arising out of recommendations in the report the Min-
ister announced the appointment of a Chief Procurement Officer (CPO) to lead a key element 
of the Government’s Public Service Reform agenda. The new approach to public procurement 
will involve integrating procurement policy, strategy and sourcing in one office; strengthening 
spend analytics and data management; much greater aggregation of purchasing across public 
bodies to achieve better value for money; examining the specifications set out for goods and 
services; evaluating demand levels to assess how demand and volume can be reduced; and 
strengthening supplier and category management.

Since the appointment of Paul Quinn, CPO, on 28 January 2013, he has initiated and com-
pleted a series of engagements (workshops and one-to-one meetings) with key stakeholders 
within the public sector and their representatives in relation to the development of the proposed 
governance structures, implementation plan, transition arrangements and savings targets for the 
procurement function. The following sectors were engaged in workshops / meetings: Health, 
Education, Local Government, Defence, Justice, and other Central Government Departments.

To summarise: we in government want better value for money for our substantial procure-
ment spend and we want Irish SMEs, where necessary, to form alliances and networks to ensure 
they can tender on a competitive basis for this work. To ensure the reform process take account 
of the needs of stakeholders further consultations will be undertaken with employees and work-
ers’ representatives as the new Office for Government Procurement is established.  We are com-
mitted to ensuring that SMEs are fully engaged in the process and will be encouraged, where 
necessary, to form alliances and networks to ensure they can tender on a competitive basis for 
this work.

A response to the correspondence that the Deputy has referred to and provided details on in 
his question will issue shortly.

29/05/2013WRN01150Property Taxation Application

29/05/2013WRN01200115. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide a list in tabular form of all residential properties and addresses operated or 
owned by the Office of Public Works, which have so far been identified and are liable for the 
local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26176/13]

29/05/2013WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works has engaged with the Revenue Commissioners and con-
cluded an exercise to identify all those state owned properties, which may be liable for the 
property tax within their portfolio.  A list identifying the residential properties within the prop-
erty portfolio of the Commissioners for Public Works will be sent to the Deputy under separate 
cover.

29/05/2013WRN01350Office of Public Works Properties
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29/05/2013WRN01400116. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide a list in tabular form of all residential properties and addresses, operated or 
owned by the Office of Public Works that have so far been identified, that are being considered 
for disposal by sale or other action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26177/13]

29/05/2013WRN01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The OPW is currently assessing the property options in respect of all residential prop-
erties arising from the closure of Garda Stations.  The stated policy is to identify if other State 
Bodies, including Government departments and the wider public sector has a use for the prop-
erty.  If there is no other State use for a property the OPW will then consider disposing of the 
property on the open market, if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate much needed 
revenue for the Exchequer.  If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to 
dispose of a particular property the OPW would consider community involvement, subject to 
the receipt of an appropriate business case which would indicate that the community/voluntary 
group has the means to insure, maintain and manage the property.  The OPW intend to initially 
identify 20 former Garda properties which will be placed on the market for disposal by the 
Summer.  It is not possible to provide information on the specific locations or the anticipated 
value at this time. 

29/05/2013WRN01550Office of Public Works Properties

29/05/2013WRN01600117. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of all residential properties with addresses, operated or owned by the Of-
fice of Public Works which have been sold since 2003; if he will list the price achieved for each 
and the year sold; if he will indicate if it was offered on the open market; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26178/13]

29/05/2013WRN01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): On the matter of the sale of residences by OPW since 2003, the list below identifies the 
residential properties sold by the Commissioners in the specified period.

Property Location Sale Amount Date of Sale Type of Sale 
Former Garda 
Station

Kilmacthomas 
Co. Waterford

€100,000 August 2004 Private Treaty 

Former Garda 
Station

Thomastown 
Co. Kilkenny

€450,000 October 2004 Auction 

Former Garda 
Station

KilronanCo. 
Galway

€1,270 June 2005 Private Treaty

Mouth of the 
Boyne Cottages

Co. Meath €10,685 August 2006 Private Treaty

Former Garda 
Station

Muff Co. Done-
gal

€415,020 October 2006 Auction

Coastguard Cot-
tage

GreencastleCo. 
Donegal

€4,445 February 2007 Private Treaty

Former Garda 
House

GoresbridgeCo. 
Kilkenny

€12,680 August 2007 Private Treaty

Coastguard Cot-
tage

Mouth of the 
BoyneCo. 
Meath

€19,619 October 2007 Private Treaty
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Property Location Sale Amount Date of Sale Type of Sale 
Residence Oakley 

RoadRanelagh
€75,013 August 2008 Private Treaty

Coastguard Cot-
tage

Mouth of the 
BoyneCo. 
Meath

€10,622 April 2009 Private Treaty

Coastguard Cot-
tage

CrosshavenCo. 
Cork

€12,196 June 2010 Private Treaty

Coastguard Cot-
tage

CrosshavenCo. 
Cork

€13,967 August 2010 Private Treaty

Former Garda 
House

RathdrumCo. 
Wicklow

€98,003 September 2011 Private Treaty

Former Garda 
Station

CarburyCo. 
Kildare

€40,100 November 2011 Private Treaty

Former Garda 
House

BallyshannonCo 
Donegal

€100,011 February 2012 Private Treaty

Coastguard Cot-
tage

CrosshavenCo. 
Cork

€130,003 November 2012 Private Treaty

29/05/2013WRO00150European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRO00200118. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the 
European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26218/13]

29/05/2013WRO00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The EU leg-
islative issues for which my Department has responsibility during Ireland’s Presidency of the 
Council of Ministers relate to Cohesion Policy, Public Procurement and the Staff Regulations 
for EU officials. A total of ten legislative proposals are currently being dealt with under these 
headings.

In the case of Cohesion Policy and the EU Staff Regulations, at Council level these fall 
within the remit of the General Affairs Council at which Ireland is normally represented by the 
Tánaiste & Minister for Foreign Affairs, while Public Procurement falls within the remit of the 
Competitiveness Council, at which Ireland is normally represented by the Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise & Innovation.

During the Irish Presidency, however, the focus of work on these issues has mainly been on 
negotiations with the European Parliament under the co-decision process.  In that context I have 
addressed the Regional Development Committee of the European Parliament on the Cohesion 
legislative package and had meetings with the chair of the Regional Development Committee, 
Danuta Huebner MEP and the Regional Policy Commissioner, Johannes Hahn on a number of 
occasions, most recently on 13 May 2013. In addition, both Minister of State Hayes and I have 
had meetings with the chair of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection, 
Malcolm Harbour MEP to discuss the Public Procurement proposals and I have also met all of 
the European Parliament rapporteurs as well as a number of political co-ordinators dealing with 
the ten legislative proposals for which my Department has responsibility. 



29 May 2013

657

29/05/2013WRO00350Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRO00400119. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertak-
ing to provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on 
which the information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26233/13]

29/05/2013WRO00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that all replies to previous parliamentary questions asked 
by him in 2013 were completed without any need for undertakings to provide additional infor-
mation.

29/05/2013WRO00550Companies Statistics

29/05/2013WRO00600120. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of redomiciled public limited companies operating here; and the number that have been 
established in each of the past ten years. [25968/13]

29/05/2013WRO00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Set out below 
are data in relation to public limited companies (plcs) which now have their legal existence in 
Ireland by virtue of being :

- Inward Migrating Funds companies under the Company (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009

-  Societas Europea (SEs) that are formed under Council Regulation (EC) 2157/2001 on a 
Statute for a European Company.  SEs can be formed via a merger between two plcs (one of 
which must have been governed by the laws of another EU State)

- Cross Border Mergers under the European Communities Cross Border Mergers Regula-
tions 2008

Year Migrating Funds 
Companies

Societas Europaea  Cross Border Mergers involving PLCs

2003 N/A N/A N/A
2004 N/A N/A N/A
2005 N/A N/A N/A
2006 N/A N/A N/A
2007 N/A N/A N/A
2008 N/A 1 1 inward, 1 outward
2009 N/A 2 inward, 2 outward 1 inward, 1 outward
2010 1 4 2 inward, 1 outward
2011 16 1 inward, 1 outward 1 outward
2012 2 3 registered, 2 con-

verted to plc
1 inward, 2 outward

2013 None to date None to date None to date

In general, a company cannot transfer its registered office without first being wound up in 
its current home State in order to avoid any complications arising from its being registered in 
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two countries.  As part of its 2012 Company Law and Corporate Governance Action Plan the 
European Commission has carried out a recent public consultation on the transfer of registered 
offices between Member States. The consultation deadline was 13 April 2013. The responses 
will be taken into account by the Commission in assessing the need for and impact of a possible 
new instrument.

29/05/2013WRO00750Companies Law Issues

29/05/2013WRO00800121. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on whether, following a 1998 report on Irish registered non-resident companies, changes 
need to be made to IRNR companies, including an activity test for all companies applying for 
registration that would see a precondition of applying for registration being required to demon-
strate that it intends to carry on a business or economic activity in the State. [26065/13]

29/05/2013WRO00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Company 
Law measures taken in response to the concern in the 1990s regarding Irish Registered Non-
resident companies are contained at sections 42-51 of the Companies (Amendment) (No. 2) 
Act, 1999 as amended. 

First, as a precondition of incorporation, every application for registration is required to 
demonstrate that the proposed company intends to carry on an activity in the State. 

Secondly the 1999 Act required that every company registered in the state was required to 
maintain an Irish resident director or a bond to the value of €25,394.76. The Irish resident direc-
tor requirement was subsequently changed under the Companies (Amendment) Act 2009 to a 
requirement for a director resident in the European Economic Area. The requirement for either 
a bond or an EEA resident director does not apply if the company obtains from the Registrar 
of Companies a certificate that the company has a real and continuous link with one or more 
economic activities in the state. The company concerned must provide proof of such a link. 

A statement from the Revenue Commissioners that it has reasonable grounds to believe that 
the company has such a link is deemed proof of a link under the Act. Additionally the number 
of directorships which could be held by one person was limited to 25 (subject to certain exemp-
tions). Finally the Act contained enhanced strike-off provisions and enhanced notification to the 
CRO where directors have resigned. 

29/05/2013WRO00950Public Procurement Regulations

29/05/2013WRO01000122. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
reconsider the nature of Government contracts relating to stipulations, particularly pertaining 
to pension schemes, which must be utilised in order to satisfy the requirements of that contract; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26030/13]

29/05/2013WRO01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): All construc-
tion related projects involving public expenditure must conform to Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform Procurement Procedures. These procedures have included an obligation 
that the contractor ensures that the rates of pay and the conditions of employment, includ-
ing pension contributions, comply with all applicable law, including Registered Employment 
Agreements (REAs) when engaged on public works contracts. 

In the judgement delivered on 9 May last in McGowan and others v The Labour Court, Ire-
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land and the Attorney General, the Supreme Court held that Part III of the Industrial Relations 
Act 1946 was invalid having regard to Article 15.2.1 of the Constitution.  That Article provides, 
in effect, that the exclusive power to make laws is vested in the Oireachtas. The Supreme Court 
took the view that REAs are instruments having the status of laws made by private individuals. 
While the Constitution allows for the limited delegation of law making functions, the provi-
sions of the 1946 Act went beyond what is permissible under the Constitution.  The effect of 
this decision is to invalidate the registration of employment agreements previously registered 
under Part III of the 1946 Act.

In light of the Supreme Court decision on the REAs, my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform is seeking legal advice on the continuing inclusion of provisions re-
lating to pay and pension entitlements in respect of those workers engaged on a public works 
contract.

29/05/2013WRO01150European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRO01200123. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the 
European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26216/13]

29/05/2013WRO01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment has the lead responsibility for the Competitiveness Council and for the Employment, So-
cial Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO).  When the Foreign Affairs Council 
considers trade matters, such matters also come within the remit of my Department.  The Com-
petitiveness Council itself is sub-divided into industry, internal market and research issues.  The 
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) is composed of 
employment, social protection, consumer protection, health and equal opportunities Ministers, 
who meet around four times a year. Participation is usually undertaken by the Minister or Min-
isters within whose sphere of responsibility the priority legislative or non-legislative business 
on the Council agenda happens to fall.

The following tables list the number of Formal and Informal Councils that I chaired along 
with my Government colleagues during the Irish Presidency and the name of the Minister who 
represented Ireland. This includes Competitiveness Council meetings, ESPCO meetings and 
Foreign Affairs (Trade) Council meetings.

Formal and Informal Com-
petitiveness Councils from 
January 2013 to date

Presidency Chair Irish Representative

18/19 February 201318 
February 2013 19 February 
2013

Minister for Jobs, Enter-
prise, and Innovation Mr 
Richard Bruton TD Minister 
of State with responsibility 
for Research and Innovation 
Mr Sean Sherlock TD

Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Small Busi-
ness Mr John Perry TD
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Formal and Informal Com-
petitiveness Councils from 
January 2013 to date

Presidency Chair Irish Representative

2/3 May 2013 (Informal) 2 
May 20133 May 2013

Minister of State with 
responsibility for Research 
and Innovation Mr Sean 
Sherlock TDMinister for 
Jobs, Enterprise, and Inno-
vation Mr Richard Bruton 
TD

Senior OfficialMinister of 
State with responsibility for 
Small Business Mr John 
Perry TD

29/30 May 201329 May 
201330 May 2013

Minister for Jobs, Enter-
prise, and Innovation Mr 
Richard Bruton TDMinister 
of State with responsibility 
for Research and Innovation 
Mr Sean Sherlock TD

Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Small Busi-
ness Mr John Perry TD

Formal and Informal Trade 
Councils from January 2013 
to date

Chair Irish Representative

17/18 April 2013 (Informal) Minister for Jobs, Enter-
prise, and Innovation Mr 
Richard Bruton TD

Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Small Busi-
ness Mr John Perry TD

Formal and Informal  EP-
SCO Councils from January 
2013 to date

Chair Irish Representative

7/8 February 2013 ( Infor-
mal)

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation Mr Richard 
Bruton TD (in relation to 
employment issues).Minister 
for Social Protection Ms. 
Joan Burton TD (in relation 
to social protection issues).

Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Disability, 
Equality and Mental Health, 
Ms. Kathleen Lynch TD

28 February 2013 Minister for Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation Mr Richard 
Bruton TD (in relation to 
employment issues).Minister 
for Social Protection Ms. 
Joan Burton TD (in relation 
to social protection issues).

Senior Official

29/05/2013WRO01350Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRO01400124. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertak-
ing to provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on 
which the information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26231/13]

29/05/2013WRO01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): To date, the 
Deputy has put four parliamentary questions to my Department in 2013. None of the questions 
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required a supplementary response.

  Question No. 125 lapsed.

29/05/2013WRO01650Invalidity Pension Appeals

29/05/2013WRO01700126. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regardin-
ging an application for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick. [25971/13]

29/05/2013WRO01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 31 
January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 27 May 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer, who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

29/05/2013WRP00150Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

29/05/2013WRP00200127. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a carer’s 
allowance application took 15 months to process and was refused in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Dublin. [25977/13]

29/05/2013WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed to 
ensuring that claims are processed as expeditiously as possible.  The waiting lists and process-
ing times for carer’s allowance were unacceptable in 2012 but significant improvements have 
been made in the past year by my Department. The backlog of carer’s allowance applications 
has been eliminated and processing times have improved greatly, with new applications now 
being actioned on receipt and claims received in the last 6 months are now decided within 10 
weeks.

In this particular case the department received applications for carer’s allowance from the 
person in question on the 12th March 2012 in respect of two caree recipients. Due to the back-
log of carer’s allowance applications at that time the case was only examined by a deciding 
officer in January 2013. The application was then sent to a social welfare investigative officer 
for assessment of the level of care being provided as the person concerned did not reside with 
the two care recipients. The report from the social welfare investigative officer was finalised on 
the 9th of May 2013. The deciding officer disallowed the application on the 14th of May 2013 
on the grounds that full time care and attention were not being provided. A letter issued to the 
person concerned informing them of the decision, the reasons for it, and of her right of review 
or appeal.

29/05/2013WRP00350Gender Recognition

29/05/2013WRP00400128. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Social Protection when she will 
publish the heads of bill on the rights of transgender persons in order that it can go before the 
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Oireachtas Education and Social Protection Committee; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25991/13]

29/05/2013WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As I have indicated on a number of 
occasions I want the legislation to deal with the gender recognition advanced as quickly as pos-
sible. The issues involved are complex and have implications for other areas of Government. 
I realise also that this is a very sensitive area for those involved and people are naturally keen 
that the legislation be brought forward quickly. I understand that but I also have to have regard 
to the legal complexities involved in relation to some of the recommendations of the Gender 
Recognition Advisory Group (GRAG) relating to the marital and civil partnership status of 
individuals. The Department has been taking advice on this matter including talking to the vari-
ous stakeholders involved. 

I have requested the Oireachtas Committee on Education and Social Protection to consider 
the provisional draft Heads of Bill and, in that regard, officials from the Department will appear 
before the Committee in the near future. I feel that the Committee can make a very positive 
contribution to the preparation of the legislation and I believe that this approach should greatly 
assist the drafting of the legislation  and its progress through the Oireachtas. When the Oireach-
tas Committee has discussed the provisional draft Heads of Bill, I will be in a better position to 
give a timeframe for the introduction of the legislation.

29/05/2013WRP00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

29/05/2013WRP00600129. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; if it will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26002/13]

29/05/2013WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned was notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision on 16th May 2013.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitle-
ments.

29/05/2013WRP00750National Internship Scheme Eligibility

29/05/2013WRP00800130. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider ex-
tending the JobBridge scheme to the not-for-profit sector; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [26032/13]

29/05/2013WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobBridge, the National Internship 
Scheme, was launched on 1st July 2011.  The Scheme has made very significant progress.  As 
at 24th May 2013, 17,609 internships have commenced.  There are currently 6,104 jobseek-
ers undertaking internship opportunities.  In addition, there are 2,218 internship opportunities 
available across a wide number of occupational sectors and geographic areas being hosted on 
the website.  All these opportunities are advertised on the JobBridge website www.jobbridge.ie. 

The Scheme is open to companies in the private, public and community and voluntary (not 
for profit) sectors.  There has been significant take-up from the community and voluntary (not 
for profit) sectors with 1,656 placements in these sectors since the Scheme commenced in July 
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2011.  I wish to advise that over 9% of all JobBridge placements to-date have been in the Com-
munity and Voluntary sectors.

29/05/2013WRP00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

29/05/2013WRP01000131. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an application for invalidly pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wick-
low; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26057/13]

29/05/2013WRP01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence has allowed the 
appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the decision.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

29/05/2013WRP01150Supplementary Welfare Allowance Payments

29/05/2013WRP01200132. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 163 of 16 May 2013, if she considers it acceptable and fair that 
the person received a once off payment of €100 for the duration of the 12 weeks that they were 
hospitalised (details supplied); and if she will provide financial assistance considering the ex-
ceptional needs of this particular case. [26074/13]

29/05/2013WRP01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The supplementary welfare allow-
ance scheme is administered by designated officers in the Departments Community Welfare 
Service. The Minister has no function in relation to individual cases. Where persons are in need 
of once off assistance in relation to an exceptional need, they should contact their local Commu-
nity Welfare Service to have their entitlement considered. As previously advised, the person in 
question received an exceptional needs payment of €100 to meet the cost of personal necessities 
associated with his hospital stay. In addition, arrangements were made to continue the payment 
of his rent supplement payment.

  Question No. 133 withdrawn.

  Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 41.

29/05/2013WRP01550Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

29/05/2013WRP01600135. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in County Westmeath has been refused jobseeker’s allowance, which they are 
seeking to enable them to take up an apprenticeship in Germany, having regard to the fact that 
it is a precondition of his apprenticeship that he must be on jobseeker’s allowance and despite 
the fact that he is eligible for both. [26171/13]

29/05/2013WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned submitted 
an application for Jobseeker’s allowance and was refused as his means from parental income 
exceeded the prescribed limits for receipt of this allowance.  The person was notified of this 
decision and appealed same on 3 December, 2012.  His case is currently with the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office.
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29/05/201329/05/2013WRQ00150Disability Allowance Appeals

29/05/2013WRQ00200136. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made on an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26194/13]

29/05/2013WRQ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was scheduled for oral hearing by 
an Appeals Officer on 27 May 2013.  As soon as the Appeals Officer has had an opportunity to 
fully consider all the evidence, including that adduced at the oral hearing, a decision will issue 
to the person concerned.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the 
Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

29/05/2013WRQ00350European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRQ00400137. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the Minister or Min-
ister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the European Union 
during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [26219/13]

29/05/2013WRQ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Employment, Social Policy, 
Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) is the relevant Council formation dealing with 
issues relating to social protection.  The work of EPSCO also covers issues relevant to other 
Departments including Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Justice and Equality, Education and 
Skills and, to a lesser extent, Environment, Community and Local Government.  To date, during 
the Presidency, EPSCO has met on two occasions; informally on 7/8 February in Dublin and 
formally on the 28 February in Brussels. Both meetings were attended by myself as Minister 
for Social Protection.  I shared the Chairing of both meetings with the Minister for Jobs, En-
terprise, and Innovation. The Minister for State in the Department of Justice and Equality also 
participated at the informal Council meeting. 

29/05/2013WRQ00550Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRQ00600138. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of parlia-
mentary replies issued by her to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to provide extra 
information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the information 
was provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26234/13]

29/05/2013WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There were five parliamentary 
questions withdrawn on the basis that the information would be provided directly to the Deputy. 
Their details are laid out in the table below.

PQ No. PQ Date Date information provided
3160/13 23/01/13 18/01/13
16625/13 16/04/13 10/04/13
19118/13 23/04/13 08/05/13
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PQ No. PQ Date Date information provided
20582/13 01/05/13 The PQ was withdrawn 

based on the information 
provided. Deputy Ó’Cuív 
submitted information on the 
30/04/13 which was replied 
to on the 07/05/13.

23559/13 16/05/13 Customer’s file currently 
with Inspector for further 
examination.

If there is a particular issue the Deputy would like raised, please let me know and I will ask 
my officials to investigate.

29/05/2013WRQ00750Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

29/05/2013WRQ00800139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in the context of the review of the maximum rent in respect of which rent allowance is 
paid, with particular reference to the urgent need to address the situation whereby persons on 
local authority housing lists now find it impossible to obtain suitable rent supported alterna-
tive accommodation, resulting in severe hardship; if she will outline the results of the review 
and her intentions to address the issues arising; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[26262/13]

29/05/2013WRQ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of rent supplement is 
to provide short-term income support to eligible tenants living in private rented accommodation 
whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have accom-
modation available to them from any other source. The overall aim is to provide short term 
assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the 
Exchequer. There are approximately 86,000 persons in receipt of rent supplement for which the 
Government has provided a sum of over €403 million for 2013.

As the Department currently funds almost 30% of the private rented sector it is essential that 
State support for rents are continually kept under review, reflect current market conditions and 
do not distort the market in a way that could increase rent prices for others such as low-income 
workers and students. 

I previously committed to a review of maximum rent limits by June with new limits in place 
from July. However, I am pleased to say that the Department is finalising the rent review with 
new rent limits expected to be in place in early June. I propose to advise the results of the review 
to my Government colleagues within the next week.  

  Questions Nos. 140 and 141 answered with Question No. 44.

29/05/2013WRQ01050Pension Provisions

29/05/2013WRQ01100142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which on-going review and discussion continues to take place in respect of the funding of the 
various forms of pension schemes in the future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[26266/13]
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29/05/2013WRQ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government is very aware of 
the serious funding challenges facing pension schemes. It is acknowledged that the fundamen-
tal problem is that pensions are significantly more expensive due to increasing life expectancy 
and lower than expected investment returns which are reflected in increased annuity rates.  You 
will be aware of the range of both administrative and legislative measures that have been put 
in place in the last few years to assist trustees and employer respond to the impact the financial 
downturn has had on the funding levels of pension scheme.  These changes have been put in 
place against the backdrop of the Green Paper on Pensions which was published in 2007, the 
downturn in financial markets in 2008, and the review of the defined benefit pension model in 
2011.

The Review of the Irish Pension System which was published by the OECD in April this 
year looks at issues relating to the sustainability, adequacy, modernity and equity of the pen-
sions system.  Consideration of the recommendations of this Report will also inform further 
developments in this area. 

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 41.

29/05/2013WRQ01450Pension Provisions

29/05/2013WRQ01500144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which persons who gave up employment to care for a relative continue to be credited with 
contributions for old age pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26268/13]

29/05/2013WRQ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Those who leave the workplace 
for homemaking/caring purposes can, if eligible, avail of the homemakers scheme which helps 
to provide a higher rate of pension for those who meet the qualifying conditions.  The home-
maker scheme comprises a period of disregard when calculating eligibility for a State pension 
so time taken out of the workforce for caring duties for those who qualify for the scheme, can 
be disregarded when assessment is being made for State pension.  

The scheme was introduced in and took effect from 1994, and allows up to 20 years spent 
caring for children under 12 years of age or incapacitated adults to be disregarded when a per-
son’s social insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes.  It impacts on women in 
particular as it assists them to qualify for a State pension (contributory) by recognising periods 
spent caring for children or incapacitated persons.  The homemaker disregard will not, of itself, 
qualify a person for a pension.  Eligibility for the homemaker’s scheme is conditional on firstly 
meeting the standard qualifying conditions for State pension.   

You may wish to note that for those who give up work to care, and the evidence suggests 
that it is mostly women, the recently published Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund 
confirms that the Fund provides better value to women. The Review shows that those with 
lower earnings and those with shorter contribution histories, mostly women, have and will con-
tinue to obtain the best value for money from the Fund due to the redistributive nature of the 
Fund.   For those who do not qualify for the State pension, the means non-contributory pension 
will continue to be available to those with an income need and details of same are available at 
www.welfare.ie.

29/05/2013WRR00075Social Welfare Overpayments

29/05/2013WRR00100145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
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which overpayments have been monitored by her Department in each of the past five years to 
date; the number of such overpayments identified in each year; if this was caused by oversight 
on the part of the applicant or her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[26269/13]

29/05/2013WRR00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department’s debt manage-
ment strategy is set out in the Fraud Initiative which I published in September 2011.  It outlines 
that every effort must be made to prevent overpayments, but, if they occur, they should be re-
garded as a debt to the Exchequer, and every effort will be made to recover the amounts through 
all available means.  Overpayments are generally defined as money obtained contrary to - or in 
excess of - a valid decision.  Most overpayments arise as a result of a revised decision regarding 
entitlement.  Deciding officers decide the effective date of a revised decision having regard to 
the new facts or new evidence and the circumstances of the case.  An overpayment is assessed 
for the period that a person was not entitled to a payment and the recovery of the overpayment 
is followed up by the relevant section of the Department.

The Department categorises overpayments as fraud, non-fraud and estate cases.  Fraud cases 
arise mainly on foot of false declarations by customers concerning their employment, income or 
family status while non-fraud cases are primarily due to customer, third party or departmental 
error.  Estate cases arise where undisclosed means by customers (usually pensioners) come to 
light after their deaths.  The total number of cases of overpayment in each of the past five years, 
and the number caused by departmental error, is outlined in the following table.

Year Total number of cases Departmental error cases
2007 46,400 3,483
2008 49,100 3,768
2009 42,500 4,375
2010 52,600 7,204
2011 63,330 6,062

The Department is not in a position to publicly report overpayments recorded in 2012 as 
these figures form part of the statutory accounts of the Department and are subject to audit by 
the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.  

The Department endeavours to seek the maximum level of repayments from customers in 
order to encourage full and prompt repayment of all debts.  We are fully committed to recover-
ing 100% of all overpayments and an overpayment will remain on a customer’s record until 
fully recovered.  This will result in a reduction of all future entitlements up to and including 
state pension and potentially a claim on any estate after death.

29/05/2013WRR00250Departmental Staff Numbers

29/05/2013WRR00300146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which her Department continues to have available the necessary staffing levels to meet the 
ongoing requirements in the course of the on-going economic situation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [26270/13]

29/05/2013WRR00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The staffing needs for all offic-
es within my Department are continuously reviewed, having regard to workloads, manage-
ment priorities and the competing demands arising, taking account of the Employment Control 
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Framework (ECF) target, as determined by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  
Vacancies across the Department are prioritised according to their criticality.

I can assure the Deputy that the HR Division of my Department will continue to source 
available staff to fill the priority vacancies, in line with the Public Service Agreement 2010-
2014, by way of redeployment, or transfer from within the Department and other Government 
Departments.  This will ensure that the best use is made of all available resources, with a view 
to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the Department.

29/05/2013WRR00450Mortgage Interest Supplement Payments

29/05/2013WRR00500147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which she expects mortgage interest support to remain in place in support of qualifying appli-
cants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26271/13]

29/05/2013WRR00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Mortgage interest supplement pro-
vides short-term income support to eligible people who are unable to meet their mortgage inter-
est repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place of residence.  There are approxi-
mately 13,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the Government has provided 
€42 million for in 2013.  The Department’s review of the administrative, policy and legal as-
pects of the mortgage interest supplement scheme was published in July 2010 in conjunction 
with the interim report of the Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Review Group.  The final 
report of the Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Review Group was published in November 
2010.  The overarching theme was that mortgage interest supplement is not an appropriate long 
term support and should become a time-bound payment.  The Inter-Departmental Mortgage Ar-
rears Working Group (Keane Group) recommended that an appropriate exit strategy should be 
formulated for the mortgage interest supplement recipient. 

In terms of exit strategy, the Group recommended the establishment of two “mortgage to 
rent” schemes for eligible households to access social housing supports.  Both of these schemes 
are to be established using the two principal sources of housing finance streams in operation 
within the State, approved housing bodies (voluntary housing associations) and mortgage ser-
vice providers.  The Department is engaging with officials in the Housing Agency regarding 
the mortgage-to-rent scheme, introduced in 2012, in regards to suitable exit strategies for cus-
tomers experiencing mortgage difficulties who are in receipt of mortgage interest supplement.  
Any decision to time-bound the mortgage interest supplement must be taken within a budgetary 
context and within the wider context of mortgage resolution policy.

29/05/2013WRR00650Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

29/05/2013WRR00700148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which previously the self-employed continue to be eligible for social welfare payment and sup-
port; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26272/13]

29/05/2013WRR00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed persons are liable 
for PRSI at the Class S rate of 4% which entitles them to access long-term benefits such as 
State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s pension (con-
tributory).  Self-employed workers may establish eligibility to assistance-based payments such 
as jobseeker’s allowance.  They can apply for the means-tested jobseeker’s allowance if their 
business ceases or if they are on low income as a result of a downturn in demand for their 
services.  In general, their means will take account of the level of earnings in the last twelve 
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months in determining their expected income for the following year and, in the current climate, 
account is taken of the downward trend in the economy.  As in the case of a non-self-employed 
unemployed claimant of jobseeker’s allowance, the means of husband/wife, civil partner or co-
habitant will be taken into account in deciding on entitlement to a payment.

Recipients of jobseeker’s allowance can, subject to satisfying the requisite qualifying condi-
tions, access a range of employment support measures designed to encourage and support social 
welfare recipients to reduce their dependency on welfare payments.  Supports available include 
the back to education programmes and back to work schemes.  In addition, a fully integrated 
range of services and supports is available to jobseekers and employers through Intreo, a new 
service from the Department of Social Protection.

29/05/2013WRR00850Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

29/05/2013WRR00900149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if separate medi-
cal examinations in respect of various forms of health-related payments such as disability al-
lowance, invalidity pension and disability benefit are necessary in respect of the same applicant 
in view of the fact that the health condition qualifications remain the same and that only the 
expected duration can affect qualification for payment. [26273/13]

29/05/2013WRR01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are significant differences 
between the qualification criteria for illness benefit (formerly known as disability benefit), dis-
ability allowance and invalidity pension.  These differences include both medical and non-
medical criteria.  Illness benefit is a payment for insured people who cannot work due to illness.  
A person may qualify if they are unable to work due to illness, satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) conditions, and are under age 66.  Illness benefit claims are medically certified 
initially by the customer’s own general practitioner.  Departmental Medical Assessors are used 
to as part of subsequent review processes for ongoing illness benefit claims.

Invalidity pension is intended for customers with more severe and longer term incapaci-
ties/illnesses with less likelihood of returning to any form of work in the immediate future.  
To qualify medically for invalidity pension the person must have been incapable of work for 
at least 12 months and be likely to be incapable of work for at least another 12 months or be 
permanently incapable of work.  When an application for invalidity pension is made, an assess-
ment is carried out to establish medical suitability, based upon the medical and other evidence 
supplied in support of the claim by the applicant and his/her treating physician.  In addition the 
non-medical criteria include a social insurance contributions requirement. 

Disability allowance is a means-tested allowance paid to people with a disability who meet 
the medical and other qualification criteria which include a means test and a habitual residence 
condition.  To qualify medically for disability allowance, the person must be suffering from 
a specified disability, illness or injury which is expected to last for at least 12 months and be 
substantially restricted in obtaining employment suitable to a person of the same age, experi-
ence and qualifications.  When an application for disability allowance is made, an assessment is 
carried out to establish medical suitability, based upon the medical and other evidence supplied 
in support of the claim by the applicant and his/her treating physician.   

Medical conditions can also change over time and evidence provided in support of a claim 
made previously for one scheme may not be appropriate at a later date in connection with an 
application for a different scheme.  It is important therefore for the customer to provide the best 
and most up to date evidence for consideration by a Medical Assessor at the earliest possible 
stage during any claim application process.  The Department continuously reviews its processes 
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both within and across scheme and medical areas with a view to providing the best possible 
customer service and the best value for money for the taxpayer in relation to the administration 
of schemes.

29/05/2013WRR01050Community Services Programme

29/05/2013WRR01100150. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her Department’s 
plans for a person (details supplied) in County Cork with impaired mobility who uses the ser-
vices of Cork Accessible Transport when these will cease operation on 30 June; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [26278/13]

29/05/2013WRR01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Access to transport services for 
persons with mobility impairments is primarily as matter for the Minister for Transport, Tour-
ism and Sports and the Health Services Executive.  In a number of instances nationally, the 
Department, through the Community Services Programme (CSP), has been able to support 
the provision of services by community companies.  Cork Accessible Transport Limited has 
provided services to people with mobility impairment for a number of years and has been sup-
ported under the CSP. 

The Department has recently been informed that the company plans to terminate the provi-
sion of services in Cork City from the middle of 2013 due to its board’s concerns around the 
continued viability of the service and other operational challenges.  The Department is prepared 
to consider proposals from an alternative community-based provider to deliver this service.  
As with all such proposals, questions of capacity to deliver, eligibility, financial viability and 
a range of other factors, including compliance with the evolving regulatory requirements, will 
need to be determined before any new service provider could receive funding support under the 
CSP. 

29/05/2013WRR01250Commemorative Events

29/05/2013WRR01300151. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the amount 
of money being set aside to fund commemorations of World War 1, the War of Independence, 
the 1916 Easter Rising and the Civil War. [26088/13]

29/05/2013WRR01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The com-
memorative programme embraces the totality of our history in the years from the 3rd Home 
Rule Bill to the emergence of the Irish State.  Proceeding on the centenary timeline, the series 
of historic events will be addressed in a comprehensive, authentic and inclusive way oriented 
towards enhanced understanding and public participation.  The capital and current needs of the 
commemorative programme to date have been met from within the approved allocations of 
several Departments and Offices.  Funding arrangements are addressed on an individual basis 
for each project brought forward in the context of the commemorative programme.

29/05/2013WRR01450European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRR01500152. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the 
European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26207/13]

29/05/2013WRR01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As Ireland 
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holds the Presidency of the European Council, I chaired the Culture component of the EYCS 
configuration of the European Council on 17 May 2013 and the elements of the Council of En-
vironment Ministers for which I am responsible on 21 March 2013.  As I was in the Chair on 
both occasions, Ireland was represented by senior officials of my Department.

29/05/2013WRR01650Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRR01700153. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertak-
ing to provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on 
which the information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26222/13]

29/05/2013WRR01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I issued one 
such reply on 14 May 2013.  A response providing extra information on the matter raised by the 
Deputy issued on 27 May 2013. 

29/05/2013WRS00150Broadband Services Provision

29/05/2013WRS00200154. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the plans he has for the type of broadband for the Tullyallen area, County Louth; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26006/13]

29/05/2013WRS00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30th August last 
year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband availability 
to all.  Specifically, the Plan commits to:

- 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps available from the commercial market operators to more than half 
of the population by 2015,

- At least 40 Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, to at least a further 20% and potentially 
as much as 35% of the population, and

- A minimum of 30 Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.

Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in 
broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.  
In devising any State intervention to deliver high speed services to areas of the country where 
such services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market, my Depart-
ment will be adopting a technology neutral approach, as required under EU law.  This means 
specifying our requirements rather than specifying a particular technology.  Intensive technical, 
financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be on-going throughout 
2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  Through the implementation 
of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to making high speed broadband available 
nationwide, with a view to ensuring that all citizens and business including those in Tullyallen, 
County Louth, can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

29/05/2013WRS00350Inland Fisheries Issues

29/05/2013WRS00400155. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there appears to be no representation 
for commercial fishermen on the board of the IFI; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
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there is a perception amongst commercial fishermen that the board is weighted towards anglers; 
his views on the process of appointments to the board; if he will provide an update on any plans 
to redress this perceived imbalance by appointing a specific representative for Commercial 
Fishermen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26028/13]

29/05/2013WRS00500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The principal functions of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 
are set out at Section 7 (1) of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 (No 10 of 2010), which are the pro-
tection, management and conservation of the inland fisheries resource.  The Act, in defining the 
membership of IFI, provides that the persons to be appointed shall have experience or capacity 
in one or more areas defined in the Act; and that they shall be appointed with a view to repre-
senting the public interest.  The current Board membership was appointed in accordance with 
the provisions of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010.  The Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources appoints members as follows:

- 3, including the Chairperson, on his own nomination.

- 1 nominated by the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.

- 1 nominated by the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs.

- 3 nominated of the Joint Oireachtas Committee for Communications, Natural Resources 
and Agriculture.

The Joint Committee, through the Public Appointments Service, sought expressions of in-
terest for the three positions from individuals who had recognised expertise or a track record in 
one or more of the areas set out in the Act.  The Act the also provides that one Board member 
is appointed following election by the staff of IFI and that the Chief Executive Officer shall be 
an ex-officio member of the Board.

While the board is appointed to act in the public interest, the Deputy will be aware that the 
National Inland Fisheries Forum has been established in accordance with Section 7 (4) of the 
Act, which makes specific provision for stakeholder input to policy formulation.  The Forum in-
cludes a broad spectrum of stakeholders with knowledge or expertise in a number of key sectors 
including commercial fisheries.  The 60 members of the Forum were appointed following an 
open selection process conducted by the Public Appointments Service.  The Forum is designed 
to provide an opportunity for stakeholders to contribute to management and development poli-
cies and is a valuable channel of communication between the stakeholders and management in 
this regard.

29/05/2013WRS00575Natural Gas Grid

29/05/2013WRS00600156. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to connect a town (details supplied) in County Galway to the natural gas 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26036/13]

29/05/2013WRS00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent body, charged with 
the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop and operate a gas 
distribution system within the State.  I have no direct statutory function in relation to the con-
nection of towns to the gas network.  The CER, in 2006, approved a network connections policy 
which enabled reassessment of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  
In order for any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be 
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satisfied as a prerequisite.  The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as 
part of a regional group of towns.

The policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting a town, 
or group of towns, to the network are recouped through the actual economic consumption of gas 
and the associated tariffs.  Uneconomic projects would increase costs for all energy consumers.

Under the CER’s policy framework, Bord Gáis Networks, and latterly Gaslink, carried out a 
comprehensive review of towns not connected to the national gas network.  Gaslink published 
its New Towns Analysis Phase 1 report in 2006.  The study included a review of the feasibility 
of connecting towns to the natural gas network in Galway/Mayo and the CER made the deci-
sion to allow Gaslink to extend the network to eleven of these towns, including Athenry.  Prior 
to the roll out of each town, a detailed analysis of the loads within the town and the revenues 
associated with them is carried out.  There is also a requirement to secure a certain level of 
customers prior to the development commencing.  The gas network has been extended to seven 
of these towns and work is progressing on the development of the network to Tuam.  Work is 
also ongoing to secure economic loads in the three remaining towns prior to commencement of 
construction.  The three remaining towns are Athenry, Knock and Ballyhaunis.

29/05/2013WRS00750Exploration Industry Data

29/05/2013WRS00800157. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will confirm that the gas field off the County Mayo coast is worth €13 million, 
Barryroe Oil Field is worth €85 billion and Dalkey Oil Field is worth €60 billion; and if he will 
clarify the amount of revenue in tax under the 25% profit tax regime and estimates that these 
gas/oil fields would bring in. [26039/13]

29/05/2013WRS00900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Whilst there has been some welcome upturn in the level 
of interest in exploration off our coast in recent years, the reality is that the only commercial 
discoveries of hydrocarbons made in the Irish offshore to date are the three producing gas fields 
in the Kinsale area and the Corrib gas field.  There have been no commercial discoveries of oil 
to date.  Despite the low level of commercial discoveries to date, working petroleum systems 
are known to exist in many of Ireland’s offshore basins, as demonstrated by a number of non-
commercial discoveries as well as other oil and gas indicators such as hydrocarbon shows in 
wells.

Nevertheless, the oil and gas potential of the Irish offshore is largely unproven and is likely 
to remain so until there is a significant and sustained increase in the number of exploration 
wells being drilled from the current levels of 1 to 2 wells per year.  Potential oil and gas bearing 
areas in Irish waters which are currently the subject of exploration activities are by their very 
nature, prospective, and as such not amenable to estimations of market value or potential tax 
contribution.

The market value and profitability of the Corrib gas field are dependent upon a combination 
of factors including, the volume of recoverable gas, the cost of developing and operating the 
infrastructure, the price of gas over the life of the field, together with the timing and profile of 
production.  It will be appreciated that a number of these parameters are subject to significant 
variation resulting in a range of potential valuations.  Profits from the Corrib gas field will be 
taxed at 25% when the field goes into production.
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29/05/2013WRS00950Broadband Services Speeds

29/05/2013WRS01000158. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on broadband speeds that may be observed when 48 people or more are on 
line at once via a service that is part of the national broadband scheme, where there is a down-
load of minimum of 3.6mb with a contention of 48:1; if he will address this matter generally 
with the management of the national broadband scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26043/13]

29/05/2013WRS01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) was designed as 
a basic, affordable, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme.  
Under the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS service 
provider, the NBS mobile wireless service is required to offer minimum download and upload 
speeds of 2.3 Mbps and 1.4Mbps, respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1.  
The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical reasons as-
sociated with the location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6 
Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.

The specifications included in the question refer to the NBS satellite service.  In July 2012, 
“3” upgraded the NBS satellite service whereby the minimum download speed increased from 
1 Mbps to 3.6 Mbps and two satellites are utilised to enhance customer experience, at no addi-
tional cost to the subscriber.  The contracted contention ratio is the maximum allowed level but 
would not be the standard experience for a NBS customer since all telecommunication systems 
are designed on the assumption that not all users avail of the services at the same time.

As regards service quality, my Department has well-established monitoring arrangements 
in place to ensure that the NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users.  
The NBS contract guarantees service levels and imposes a service credit regime on “3”, with 
significant financial consequences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not 
met.  The NBS contract also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum 
guaranteed service, as set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they are entitled to 
service rebates.

Sample customer experience reports relating to NBS satellite service are reviewed within 
the comprehensive monitoring process referred to above.  These reports show that customers 
are achieving speeds in excess of the contractual minimum and that the average peak speed is 
1.56 Mbps over the last six months.

My officials operate a dedicated NBS mailbox, which NBS customers can contact by email 
at nationalbroadbandscheme@dcenr.gov.ie, with any comments or complaints they may have 
about their NBS service.  My officials have received no complaints regarding the upgraded 
NBS satellite service where contention was an issue.

29/05/2013WRS01150Exploration Licences Approvals

29/05/2013WRS01200159. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the basis on which he has granted prospecting licences to a company (details 
supplied) in a wide range of townlands across County Donegal; and the reassurance he can 
provide to those local communities who will have a range of concerns including environmental, 
regarding the issuing of this licence. [26047/13]
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29/05/2013WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): No prospecting licences have yet been granted in this 
instance. A statutory notice of my intention to grant licences over a number of townlands in the 
Inishowen area was published on 30 April 2013, with a period of 21 days in which objections 
could be submitted. Five (5) objections were received by close of business on 21 May 2013.  
A further five (5) objections were received after the closing date.  These will be considered 
before a decision on the licence is taken.  The Deputy may be assured that in carrying out all 
survey activities within the licensed area, it is a strict condition that the licensee must conduct 
operations so as to avoid damage to the environment and the amenities of the area, to avoid or 
minimise disturbance of persons resident there and comply with all relevant statutory planning 
and environmental requirements.

29/05/2013WRS01350European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRS01400160. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council 
meetings of the European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26209/13]

29/05/2013WRS01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that the policies of Transport, Telecommunications and Energy are 
dealt with under one Council formation – Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council 
(TTE).  In my role as Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, I sit on the 
Energy Council and the Telecommunications Council.  I chaired an Energy Council meeting on 
22 February 2013, which Minister of State Fergus O’Dowd also attended.  An Energy Informal 
Ministerial meeting was held in Dublin on 23 and 24 April 2013 which I chaired and the Min-
ister of State also attended.

There has been no meeting this year to date of the Telecommunications Council.  However 
that Council will meet on 6th June and will be followed  by a further Energy Ministers’ Coun-
cil on 7 June.  I also chaired the Pre-Council  meeting of Education, Youth, Culture, and Sport 
meeting of Audio Visual Ministers on 17 May in Brussels.  In addition to chairing the Councils 
mentioned above and the Pre EYCS Council meeting, I would mention that since January I ad-
dressed some 15 meetings and conferences connected with the telecommunications and energy 
sectors as part of my role as Chair of these Councils.  As well as attending energy related events 
the Minister of State also attended five meetings across different sectors including on youth and 
the environment.

29/05/2013WRS01550Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRS01600161. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing 
an undertaking to provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; 
the date on which the information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26224/13]

29/05/2013WRS01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that any parliamentary replies I issued to him to date in 2013 have 
been answered in full and there was no undertaking made to provide any further information.
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29/05/2013WRS01750Property Taxation Exemptions

29/05/2013WRS01800162. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Tipperary is not an exempted 
estate for the purposes of the local property tax despite the fact that it was exempt from the 
household charge; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that no improvement works have 
been undertaken on this estate since the introduction of the household charge; his views on 
whether this is fair and equitable on the residents in this estate; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25992/13]

29/05/2013WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An exemption from the local property tax applies to de-
velopments listed in the schedule to the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013.  The 
list of unfinished housing developments eligible for the exemption was compiled by local au-
thorities utilising the categorisation employed for the purposes of the National Housing Survey 
2012. The Survey was carried out over the course of summer 2012 by my Department in con-
junction with local authorities and the Housing Agency.

The categorisation methodology for the survey was different to that which was used in 2011 
and which provided the basis for the waiver from the household charge. That earlier categorisa-
tion related largely to the level of on-site activity at the time the 2011 survey was carried out 
and had less to do with the physical character of a development. The 2012 survey was based 
purely and objectively on the actual state of completion of a development. Only developments 
that were deemed by local authorities to be in a “seriously problematic condition”, regardless of 
whether a developer was on or off site, were included.  For purposes of preparing the final list 
of developments to which the exemption from the local property tax would apply local authori-
ties were asked by my Department to confirm or update the then existing list as appropriate. 
Oakdale Park, Templemore, Co. Tipperary was not identified by the local authority as falling 
into this category.

29/05/2013WRT00075Air Pollution

29/05/2013WRT00100163. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will outline the regulations that enable local authorities to regulate and 
control the type of coal supplied in the State; the additional powers that are provided to local 
authorities in this regard and the type of fuel permitted for use in both residential and commer-
cial premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25961/13]

29/05/2013WRT00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution and Burning of Specified Fuels) 
Regulations 2012 regulate the sale of solid fuel in the State and provide the basis for the smoky 
coal ban . The main legislative provisions that apply inside smoky coal ban areas include: a 
ban on the marketing, sale, distribution and burning of smoky coal;  a requirement to sell solid 
fuel in sealed bags with a printed notice; a requirement for commercial operators to maintain a 
register, if storing smoky coal for the purpose of placing on the market or on sale at a separate 
location outside the ban area; transportation of smoky coal in minimum quantities of 3 metric 
tonnes in Dublin or 1 tonne inside other ban areas; and retention of records by drivers of ve-
hicles transporting smoky coal, detailing the type of fuel on board, who supplied it and to where 
it is being transported.   

The Regulations also require that all smoky coal sold outside smoky coal ban areas for 
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residential use outside those areas must have a sulphur content of no more than 0.7%. This con-
solidates the environmental and related human health benefits achieved by an earlier voluntary 
agreement with the Solid Fuel Trade Group (SFTG), representing the majority of major coal 
importers.   

Coal bagging operators and certain solid fuel suppliers trading in smoky coal must be reg-
istered with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Those who must register include all 
fuel wholesalers and distributors of smoky coal but only those retailers for whom 50% or more 
of their total annual sales proceeds are from smoky coal. However, all retailers who trade in 
smoky coal must ensure that their fuel wholesalers are registered with the EPA and must hold a 
record to this effect with their supplier’s registration number.   

The Regulations are enforced by local authority authorised persons. Authorised persons 
may undertake inspections of premises and vehicles being used for the sale and distribution of 
solid fuel as well as collect samples. A local authority may bring a prosecution under section 
11 of the Air Pollution Act 1987 for breaches of the Regulations. The maximum penalty for 
breaches of the Regulations is a fine of €5,000 and/or imprisonment for up to six months on 
summary conviction.   

29/05/2013WRT00250Shared Ownership Scheme

29/05/2013WRT00300164. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 271 of 7 May 2013, in relation to the 
shared ownership scheme and concerning transactions that commenced on or after 1 January 
2003, if the local authority equity in the property is revalued annually; and if the value of the 
property can be valued downwards or if the value of the property used in the calculation of the 
rent is determined only once at the commencement of the transaction and set as the base value 
for all further rent calculations. [25972/13]

29/05/2013WRT00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The revised post-2002 shared ownership scheme provides 
for a mechanism where by the rent al equity is treated as a capital loan and the interest rate 
charged is the standard local authority mortgage rate. This rental equity repayment is remit-
ted against the local authority loan for that equity. In circumstances where the rental payments 
remitted exceed the interest due on the loan, the balance is set against outstanding capital, thus 
decreasing the balance of equity due for subsequent acquisition by the borrower . The scheme 
does not provide for downward valuation of the equity.   

The rental equity value held by the local authority at the commencement of the transaction 
is the base value from which the rent is recalculated on an annual basis.  The rent payment starts 
at 4.3% of the initial rental equity balance and is increased by 4.5% per annum. Amounts paid 
above the variable interest rate, currently 2.75%, are credited against the outstanding rental 
equity balance. 

The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement announced the standing down of all af-
fordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, in the context of a full 
review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000. That review is now almost con-
cluded and I have also asked the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency to provide me 
with a stand alone analysis of the shared ownership scheme, including identification of the main 
difficulties and recommendations for mitigating measures. Any future changes to legislation 
governing affordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, will be made 
in the context of both pieces of work and I expect to make announcements in this regard in the 



Questions - Written Answers

678

near future.   

29/05/2013WRT00450Household Charge Collection

29/05/2013WRT00500165. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason persons who paid their household charge have not received of-
ficial receipts from the household charge bureau; when their receipts of payment will issue to 
persons who have paid their charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25983/13]

29/05/2013WRT00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge 
system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils. Queries concerning 
Household Charge operational matters should be directed to the Agency or to the relevant local 
authority.   

29/05/2013WRT00650Public Procurement Regulations

29/05/2013WRT00700166. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will examine the possibility of a support local business clause being inserted 
in a percentage of business transactions or dealings undertaken by local authorities and or the 
municipal authorities to be set up. [26033/13]

29/05/2013WRT00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Public Procurement Guidelines issued by the National Public Procurement Policy 
Unit in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform apply to all public sector bodies, 
including local authorities. I am advised that these Guidelines provide that supplies or services 
less than €5,000 in value may be purchased on the basis of verbal quotes from one or more 
competitive suppliers and those between €5,000 and €25,000 in value on the basis of responses 
to specifications sent by fax or email to at least three suppliers or service providers. Contracts 
with an estimated value of €25,000 or more are requested to be advertised on the national public 
procurement website etenders.gov.ie. While contracting authorities are not required to advertise 
on this website for requirements below €25,000, they are encouraged to do so if the anticipated 
response would not be disproportionate, having regard to the value of the goods and services. 
Depending on the nature of the requirement, it may be appropriate to supplement national web-
site advertising in other media, trade publications and /or other websites. 

While the local government sector must comply with such guidelines, local authorities are 
actively engaged with local enterprises in promoting local economic development. The Gov-
ernment decision to integrate the local micro-enterprise support services currently undertaken 
by CEBs with local authorities, and the establishment of Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), will 
provide a strong platform for the local authority economic role and will significantly boost the 
ability of local government to play a lead role in business support locally. As Local Enterprise 
Offices (LEOs) are created in local authorities, the capacity of the sector to support local busi-
nesses and deliver national policy in support of micro-enterprises will be enhanced. This will 
include the provision of advice and support to micro-enterprises and Small Medium Enterprises 
SMEs to engage with the changing procurement processes in the public sector.   

The development of policy in relation to the inclusion of social policy clauses in procure-
ment contracts is a matter for my colleague, the nister for Public Expenditure and Reform.   
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29/05/2013WRT00850Planning Issues

29/05/2013WRT00900167. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he considers that, in circumstances where he and his Department have 
no function with regard to individual planning decisions, he will provide a look-back mecha-
nism in the Planning and Development Bill 2013, whereby instances of questionable planning 
since the 1963 Act can be referred to the regulator for adjudication; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26042/13]

29/05/2013WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
provides that an applicant for permission and any person who made submissions or observa-
tions in writing in relation to the planning application to the planning authority in accordance 
with the permission regulations and on payment of the appropriate fee, may, at any time before 
the expiration of the period of four weeks beginning on the day of the decision of the planning 
authority, appeal to An Bord Pleanála against a decision of a planning authority.  As an inde-
pendent planning appeals body, An Bord Pleanála has the key role in ensuring that planning 
decisions on appeal respect the principles of proper planning and sustainable development.  I 
have, therefore, no proposals to provide for the matter as proposed.   

29/05/2013WRT01050Local Government Fund

29/05/2013WRT01100168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide figures relating to the total sum allocated to the local gov-
ernment fund in each year from its establishment to date in 2013; and the total sum transferred 
to local authorities in the form of general purpose grants from the LGF for each such year. 
[26048/13]

29/05/2013WRT01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested from the Local Government Fund accounts is set out in the 
accompanying table.                 

Year Total LGF Income   General Purpose Grant Payments
                                                                
*1999 

820,131,777 438,575,786

2000 866,953,844 469,148,003
2001 988,981,429 556,732,759
2002 960,644,368 591,688,064
2003 1,131,814,176 662,835,500
2004 1,212,712,045 759,545,894
2005 1,302,881,350 826,759,971
2006 1,414,290,184 884,853,776
2007 1,499,619,271 947,657,879
2008 1,610,744,945 999,212,659
2009 1,500,722,644 832,668,626
2010 1,263,846,393 762,784,350
2011 1,189,427,800 699,761,892
                                                              
**2012 

1,167,502,929 637,106,314
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Year Total LGF Income   General Purpose Grant Payments
                                                            
***2013 

1,119,900,000 640,903,000

* Figures converted from punt (£) to Euro ( € )
** Unaudited Local Government Fund account figures 
***Revised Estimates Volume 2013 figures

29/05/2013WRT01250Water Services Provision

29/05/2013WRT01300169. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding the ongoing problem affecting the output of water from 
the Roundwood reservoir (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[26062/13]

29/05/2013WRT01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No 459 of 28 May which sets out the position in this mat-
ter.   

29/05/2013WRT01450Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Reports

29/05/2013WRT01500170. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has received the report from the boundary committee regarding the local 
election boundaries that are to be used in next year’s local elections in May 2014; when he 
intends to publish the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26156/13]

29/05/2013WRT01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have not yet received the report of the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee which 
I established on 15 November 2012 to review and make recommendations on the division of 
each council area, other than Cork City, into local electoral areas, and to make recommenda-
tions on the number of members of each council to be assigned to each local electoral area. The 
Committee was requested to submit its report as soon as possible and, in any event, not later 
than 31 May 2013.   

29/05/2013WRU00150Local Authority Staff Numbers

29/05/2013WRU00200171. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the current number of county managers in the country; the number of director of 
services per county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26168/13]

29/05/2013WRU00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are 33 City and County Managers. The information regarding the numbers of Di-
rectors of Service and equivalents, at 31March 2013, is outlined in the table below . The number 
of Directors of Service has decreased by 70.3 or 26% since 2008.    

Local Authority Directors of Service and Equivalents 
Cork City 8 
Dublin City 39.8 
Galway City 3 
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Local Authority Directors of Service and Equivalents 
Limerick City & County 8 
Waterford City 4 
Carlow 5 
Cavan 4 
Clare 4 
Cork 11.9 
Donegal 5 
Dun Laoghaire 6 
Fingal 7 
Galway 5 
Kerry 5 
Kildare 5 
Kilkenny 4 
Laois 3 
Leitrim 4 
Longford 3 
Louth 4 
Mayo 5 
Meath 4 
Monaghan 3 
Offaly 4 
Roscommon 4 
Sligo 3 
South Dublin 5 
Tipperary North 4 
Tipperary South 4 
Waterford 4 
Westmeath 3 
Wexford 3 
Wicklow 7 
TOTAL 191.7 

29/05/2013WRU00350Local Authority Staff Recruitment

29/05/2013WRU00400172. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of vacancies that have occurred in the county manager positions 
county by county since 2000; if the positions were advertised publicly; the number of internal 
applications from within the local authority system for each position; the number of external 
applications for each position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26169/13]

29/05/2013WRU00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible.   

29/05/2013WRU00550Departmental Funding
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29/05/2013WRU00600173. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the State money that was given to the Simon Community in relation to an 
organisation purchasing and occupying a building (details supplied) in Dublin 20. [26179/13]

29/05/2013WRU00700174. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if any conditions were placed on the Simon Community in relation to the mon-
eys it was granted in terms of the way a building (details supplied) in Dublin 20 was to operate; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26180/13]

29/05/2013WRU00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 and 174 together.  

Under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) funding is provided to Approved 
Housing Bodies, through the local authorities, for the provision of accommodation for persons 
with specific categories of housing need, including older persons, persons with a disability or 
homeless persons.  In June 2012 my Department invited local authorities to submit a prioritised 
list of projects for funding under the CAS programme over the period 2012 to 2014. These proj-
ects were intended to be used primarily to meet the needs of persons or households with specific 
categories of housing need. I subsequently announced funding approval for 55 projects which 
involved the provision of over 370 new voluntary housing units.  Approvals were based on the 
prioritisation afforded to individual proposals by local authorities. The project in question was 
prioritised by South Dublin County Council and was intended to provide accommodation for up 
to 24 homeless persons at Riversdale Avenue, Palmerstown, Dublin 20 . In October, 2012 my 
Department approved a grant of €1,185,250 for the acquisition of the properties by the Simon 
Community.   

The CAS scheme is administered by local authorities an d it is a matter for each authority to 
oversee the development and implementation of projects in their area and to ensure compliance 
with the terms and conditions of the CAS scheme as set out in my Department’s Memorandum 
VHU 2/ 02, which may be accessed on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.

29/05/2013WRU00850European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRU00900175. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial 
Council meetings of the European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26212/13]

29/05/2013WRU01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): During the period of the Presidency to date the European Council of Environment Minis-
ters met formally on 21 March 2013 and informally on 22-23 April 2013. Mr Jimmy Deenihan 
T.D., Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and I attended the March Council meeting; 
our primary focus was on managing, from a Presidency perspective, our respective elements of 
Council business and, where necessary, Ireland was represented at the meeting at official level. 
I also chaired the meeting of the Informal Council of Environment Ministers in April at which 
Ireland was represented, in respect of different elements, by Mr Fergus O’Dowd, T.D., Minister 
of State at my Department, and by officials of my Department.

29/05/2013WRU01050Motor Tax Collection

29/05/2013WRU01100176. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will consider allowing pre-2008 motor vehicles that have been retrofitted 
with devices to reduce their CO2 emissions to qualify for the relevant post 2008 tax band; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26275/13]
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29/05/2013WRU01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The CO2 value for cars registered from 2008 onwards is captured by the Revenue Com-
missioners from the Certificate of Conformity provided by the manufacturer and transmitted 
to the National Vehicle and Driver File. The CO2 emissions for new vehicles are calculated in 
accordance with specific standards for this purpose, and I am not aware that the tests can be 
applied in a comparable way to pre-2008 vehicles. Allowing a CO2 rating to be taken at a point 
in time other than manufacture would potentially lead to owners of vehicles (both pre- and post-
2008) providing different CO2 readings over the lifetime of the vehicle, leading to significantly 
increased difficulty in administering the motor tax system.  Any loss in revenue arising would 
have to be compensated for elsewhere in the motor tax system or through the taxation system 
generally.  I have no plans to change the basis for charging motor tax for vehicles registered 
prior to 2008 from engine capacity to CO2 emissions.

29/05/2013WRU01250Garda Stations Closures

29/05/2013WRU01300177. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm his 
commitment to retain the current service at Rochfortbridge Garda Station, County Westmeath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26038/13]

29/05/2013WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Polic-
ing Plan for 2013 sets out details for the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the country.  
Rochfortbridge Garda Station was not listed for closure. While the Policing plans for 2014 and 
2015 have not yet been prepared, I understand, from discussions with the Garda Commissioner, 
that the current consolidation process will be largely completed by the end of this year and it 
seems unlikely at this point in time that there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 
2015.

The allocation of all resources, including personnel, within the Force rests with the Garda 
Commissioner, in consultation with his senior management team. Resource levels are constant-
ly monitored, in conjunction with crime trends and other demands made on An Garda Síochána. 
The situation is kept under continuing review to ensure optimum use is made of these resources 
and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. In this regard,  I have been in-
formed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 30 April 2013, the latest date for which 
figures are readily available, the personnel strength of the Westmeath Garda Division was 252, 
of which there are 4 Gardaí (1 Sergeant and 3 Garda) assigned to Rochfortbridge Garda Sta-
tion.  There are also 25 Garda Reservists and 20 civilian staff attached to the Westmeath Garda 
Division.

29/05/2013WRU01450Courts Service Issues

29/05/2013WRU01500178. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the plan to cease sittings of the District Court in Kells; if he has had any 
contact with the Courts Service in relation to this matter; if he will contact the Courts Service 
and make a representation to it to keep sittings in Kells in view of the fact that the town will 
lose the economic and safety benefits if the court is moved to Navan, as planned; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26040/13]

29/05/2013WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have previously informed 
the Deputy, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998 management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which 
include the provision of accommodation for court sittings.  However, in order to be of further 
assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have been informed that the Courts Ser-
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vice has been reviewing all aspects of its organisational and operational structures throughout 
the country with the specific objective of ensuring that the Service can continue to maintain the 
delivery of front line court services and an appropriate level of service to court users.  I under-
stand that no court venue has been singled out for or indeed exempted from the review and that 
Kells Courthouse is included in this process. 

In this context the Courts Service has established a general framework within which such 
venues are being assessed taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, proximity 
to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc.  The likely 
impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, is 
also taken into account.  The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based on 
the criteria applied, could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the 
preparation of a business case in respect of each identified venue which has now commenced.

The Courts Service has again assured me that no decision in relation to the future of Kells 
courthouse will be taken without prior consultation with local interested parties and court us-
ers. I am informed that the consultation process is nearing completion and the views received 
will be taken into account in the decision making process which will be a matter for the Courts 
Service Board.

29/05/2WRV00200Tobacco Industry Lobbying

29/05/2013WRV00300179. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has met with 
the tobacco industry or lobbyists on its behalf in 2013; if he will outline who was present at these 
meetings and the matters discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26051/13]

29/05/2013WRV00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): On 7th May this year mem-
bers of the Government, namely An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and myself,  met with 
representatives of the Irish Tobacco Manufacturing Advisory Committee at the Department of 
the Taoiseach.  I was accompanied at the meeting by an advisor and an official from my Depart-
ment.  The focus of the meeting was on the illicit trade in tobacco products in Ireland and, in 
particular, measures taken to curb such criminal activity. 

29/05/2013WRV00500Child Abduction

29/05/2013WRV00600180. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 533 of 21 May 2013, if he will detail in tabular form all countries 
involved and the number of children involved in each case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26055/13]

29/05/2013WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The statistics requested by the 
Deputy are detailed in the table.  The statistics requested relate only to the number of children, 
not applications, whose parents were subject to  a Court Order to return their children plus 
those who agreed to voluntarily return the children.  It should be noted that some applications 
are withdrawn and others are resolved by different arrangements including access.  Since these 
statistics are not normally published, in order to mitigate against the possibility of individual 
identities being associated where single cases are involved, in such instances, these have been 
aggregated into an “other countries” category.



29 May 2013

685

Year Children brought 
to the State and 
returned to their ha-
bitual residence

Children taken out of 
the State and re-
turned to the State 

Total

2010 24 (of which 9 to 
England & Wales; 
6 to Latvia; 4 to 
Poland; 5 to other 
countries)

39 (of which 25 to 
England & Wales; 
2 to France; 2 to 
Scotland; 2 to South 
Africa; 2 to Sweden; 
2 to USA; 4 to other 
countries)

63

2011 23 (of which 2 to 
Australia; 14 to 
England & Wales; 4 
to Latvia; 3 to other 
countries)

34 ( of which 23 to 
England & Wales; 
2 to Germany; 3 to 
Scotland;  6 to other 
countries)

57

2012 34 (of which 21 to 
England & Wales); 
4 to Poland; 2 to 
Germany; 7 to other 
countries)

12 (of which 5 to 
England & Wales; 2 
to Northern Ireland; 
5 to other countries)

46

2013 8 (of which 7 to 
England & Wales; 1 
to other country)

11 ( of which 4 to 
England & Wales; 
2 to South Africa; 3 
to Spain; 2 to other 
countries)

19

29/05/2013WRV00800Courts Service Issues

29/05/2013WRV00900181. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of legal 
separations and divorces granted in each of the past five years. [26084/13]

29/05/2013WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act pro-
vides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, which includes 
the provision of statistics.  However, in order to be of assistance, I have had enquiries made with 
the Courts Service and the information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table.

-  Circuit Court High Court
Year Divorces Judicial Separa-

tions
Divorces Judicial Separa-

tions
2012 2,868 840 24 18
2011 2.777 1,006 38 23
2010 3,093 965 20 25
2009 3,302 1,080 39 20
2008 3,588 1,180 42 45
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29/05/2013WRV01100Crime Statistics

29/05/2013WRV01200182. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide the 
up to date crime figures for burglary, assault and vehicle related theft; and if he will provide the 
figures for the same categories in 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2010. [26086/13]

29/05/2013WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 
makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime statistics by the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has established a dedicated unit 
for this purpose.  I have asked the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.  Statistics for 
years prior to 2003 are available in the relevant Annual Reports of An Garda Síochána, copies 
of which are available in the Oireachtas library.

29/05/2013WRV01400Road Traffic Offences

29/05/2013WRV01500183. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of in-
stances in which the absence or failure to provide a breathalyser test, a blood or urine test was 
conducted in a Garda station, broken down by county, in total and per annum from 2005 to 
2012. [26162/13]

29/05/2013WRV01600186. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
corded instances per annum in which gardaí were unable to conduct a breathalyser test or had 
to wait before conducting a test in the period from 2005 to 2012, in total and broken down by 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26166/13]

29/05/2013WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 183 and 186 together.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy. I 
will contact the Deputy directly when the report is to hand.  

29/05/2013WRV01800Road Traffic Offences

29/05/2013WRV01900184. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
corded drink driving instances per annum in the period from 2005 to 2012, in total and broken 
down by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26164/13]

29/05/2013WRV02000185. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
corded drug driving instances per annum in the period from 2005 to 2012, in total and broken 
down by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26165/13]

29/05/2013WRV02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 184 and 185 together.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have asked the CSO to provide statistics 
directly to the Deputy.

  Question No. 186 answered with Question No. 183.
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29/05/2013WRW00150Crime Statistics

29/05/2013WRW00200187. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
corded hit and run instances per annum from 2005 to 2012, in total and broken down by county; 
the number of fatal casualties in such instances per annum; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26167/13]

29/05/2013WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputy directly 
when the report is to hand.  

29/05/2013WRW00350Garda Stations Closures

29/05/2013WRW00400188. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the proposals for 
the future status of Redhills Garda Station, County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26192/13]

29/05/2013WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Commissioner’s Polic-
ing Plan for 2013 sets out details for the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the country. 
Redhills Garda Station is listed and will close at a future date, to be determined, upon the amal-
gamation of the Cavan and Ballyconnell Garda Districts.  The Garda Commissioner has stated 
that the revised structures will continue to support the Garda community philosophy through 
the clustering of services at policing hubs.  This centralisation of services will facilitate the 
introduction of enhanced patrolling arrangements which, in turn, will provide increased Garda 
visibility as well as maintaining existing Garda links with communities throughout the country.  
The objective will be to ensure that the best possible policing service will continue to be pro-
vided to our communities.

29/05/2013WRW00550European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRW00600189. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the Minister or 
Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the European 
Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26217/13]

29/05/2013WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The relevant Council is the 
Justice and Home Affairs Council.  Since the start of the Irish Presidency on 1st January 2013 
there have been two meetings of the Justice and Home Affairs Council, one “informal” meeting 
in Dublin in January and one formal meeting in Brussels in March.  I chaired both meetings of 
the Council.  I will also be chairing the next meeting of this Council which will be held on the 
6th and 7th of June in Luxembourg.

29/05/2013WRW00750Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRW00800190. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to provide 
extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the infor-
mation was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26232/13]
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29/05/2013WRW00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can confirm that there were 
no occasions in 2013 when the information requested by the Deputy, via the Parliamentary 
Question system, was not available at the time of asking.

29/05/2013WRW00950Defence Forces Training

29/05/2013WRW01000191. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular 
form from in respect of the years 2000-2012 the number of times Kilpedder rifle range in 
County Wicklow was used for training activity by the Irish Defence Forces and any other use; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26153/13]

29/05/2013WRW01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought is not readily avail-
able at the present time.  It will however be compiled and forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

29/05/2013WRW01150European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRW01200192. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence the Minister or Minister of 
State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the European Union dur-
ing the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26210/13]

29/05/2013WRW01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): During each Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union, one formal and one informal meeting of Defence Ministers is held.  There 
is no separate Defence Ministers’ Council within the EU Council of Ministers.  However, De-
fence Ministers meet as the ‘Foreign Affairs Council in Defence Ministers’ format’.  These 
Council meetings are held in Brussels or Luxembourg at the invitation of the High Representa-
tive for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Baroness Catherine Ashton.  I attended the formal 
Foreign Affairs Council in Defence Ministers’ format in Luxembourg on Sunday 22 and Mon-
day 23 April 2013.  Catherine Ashton chaired the meeting.  The meeting commenced with a 
working dinner on Sunday evening which discussed the current situation in Mali and the wider 
Sahel region.  Discussions on Monday 23 April 2013 were dominated by preparations for the 
European Council debate on security and defence in December 2013.  The day began with a 
meeting of the European Defence Agency (EDA) Steering Board in Ministers of Defence for-
mat which discussed work on EDA projects to enhance the development of defence capabilities 
and strengthen Europe’s Defence industry.  Later we discussed the work of the European Com-
mission’s Defence Industry Task Force which is responsible for coordinating Defence issues 
within the Commission.  The meeting also discussed increasing the effectiveness, visibility and 
impact of Common Security and Defence Policy and focused, in particular, on the usability and 
flexibility of Battlegroups.

I also hosted and chaired, on behalf of Baroness Ashton, the informal meeting of Ministers 
of Defence in Dublin Castle on Tuesday 12 and Wednesday 13 February 2013.  Discussions 
during the meeting covered a range of issues including the upcoming European Council debate 
on Defence, Mali, the Horn of Africa and Partnerships between the EU and the United Nations.  
Mr Herve Ladsous, the United Nations Under-Secretary General for Peacekeeping Operations  
attended the meeting of EU Defence Ministers for the first time.  The discussion on partnerships 
afforded Ministers the opportunity to discuss how to foster more effective co-operation and 
build partnerships in order to enhance the effectiveness of UN Peacekeeping operations.  These 
meetings of Defence Ministers are important in enabling Member States shape the evolution 
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of the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy, both strategically and operationally, and to 
work together on issues of mutual concern.

29/05/2013WRW01350Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRW01400193. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence the number of parliamentary 
replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to provide extra infor-
mation requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the information was 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26225/13]

29/05/2013WRW01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In my role as Minister for Defence, I have 
not issued any parliamentary replies to the Deputy containing an undertaking to provide extra 
information to date in 2013.

29/05/2013WRW01550Grant Payments

29/05/2013WRW01600194. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of outstanding payments due to  farmers in County Tipperary under the various agri-
cultural schemes; the number subject to appeal and the length of time it takes to process same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25966/13]

29/05/2013WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
2012 Single Payment Scheme (SPS), a total of 6,891 applications were submitted by Tipperary 
applicants and, to date, 6,872 of these have been paid, while under the 2012 Disadvantaged Ar-
eas Scheme (DAS), the corresponding figures are a total of 4,537 applications were submitted 
by Tipperary applicants with, to date, 4,263 of these having been paid.  The unpaid SPS cases 
involve substantive issues concerning Court cases, inheritance issues, etc.  The DAS cases 
largely concern cases where the Scheme minimum stocking density requirements have not been 
satisfied.

There is a formal system of appeal in place for both the Single Payment Scheme and the 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, with applicants entitled, in the first instance, to seek an internal 
Departmental review of a decision they are not satisfied with; this review is conducted by a 
more senior official, not previously involved in the case.  Thereafter, the applicant has the right 
of appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office, which is statutorily independent of my Department; 
should the applicant so wish, an oral hearing of the appeal is an option.  If necessary, applicants 
may then complain to the Office of the Ombudsman, should they remain dissatisfied with the 
appeal process at that stage.  Appeals under both Schemes are dealt with as expeditiously as 
possible, mindful of the particular details of individual cases; while appellants to the Agricul-
ture Appeals Office are required to lodge their appeal with that Office within three months of 
having been notified of the unsuccessful outcome of the internal review within the Department, 
there is no regulatory time limit on subsequent appeals to the Office of the Ombudsman.

With regards to other schemes, 1,483 eligible herdowners in Tipperary registered 46,669 
animals under the Suckler Welfare Scheme in 2012.  Full or partial payment has been made to 
1,224 herdowners in respect of 30,518 animals.  This Scheme provides that payment is made 
as each animal becomes eligible and given the nature of the Scheme 9,126 of the animals born 
during 2012 have not yet met all of the criteria of the Scheme.  Accordingly they have not yet 
become eligible for payment.

Where all required information has been received 1,114 herds have one, or more, animal 
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which have been found not to be in compliance with the Scheme.  Currently 127 herdowners 
in Tipperary have requests for reviews of negative decisions submitted and 1 herdowner has 
sought an appeal to the Director of the Appeals Office.  The length of time required to process 
reviews and appeals is subject to a number of factors, including the overall volume of these 
cases received from all Counties and the complexity of the cases which of their nature require 
individual review.

In relation to AEOS I payments outstanding in respect of 2010, 2011 and 2012 Scheme were 
7, 8 and 23 respectively.  For AEOS II, payments outstanding for the 2011 and 2012 Schemes 
were 88 and 30 respectively. Some 47 REPS payments remain outstanding. 

29/05/2013WRX00200Bovine Disease Controls

29/05/2013WRX00300195. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason calves born with the BVD virus and found to be persistently infected animals 
do not warrant compensation in the same way that those found with TB or brucellosis do; if he 
will consider reviewing the current situation with regards to compensation for PI; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25967/13]

29/05/2013WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): BVD is a 
viral disease of cattle that is estimated to cost Irish farmers around €102m each year. The non-
provision of funding for compensation during the compulsory phase of the BVD programme 
must be placed in the context of the economic benefits accruing solely to farmers arising from 
the eradication of this disease as well as the scarce budgetary resources available to my Depart-
ment.  Eradication of BVD disease is important to farmers and the strategy of my Department 
remains one of concentrating its scarce resources in continuing to support Animal Health Ire-
land financially in its ongoing work in developing the necessary infrastructure to eliminate the 
occurrence of BVD from the national herd thereby minimising financial losses for farmers and 
improving animal welfare.

BVD is not comparable to either bovine TB or Brucellosis which are zoonoses, i.e. commu-
nicable to humans.  The eradication of these zoonotic diseases is of public health and economic 
importance nationally.  The benefits of the BVD programme represent a private good to farm-
ers: profitability improves as a result of the removal of BVD persistently infected (PI) animals 
from herds and the payback period for the removal of these animals is very short (6 months for 
dairy cattle and one year for beef cattle).

29/05/2013WRX00500Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

29/05/2013WRX00600196. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will be made on applications for the agri-environment options scheme 3; when 
successful applicants will be informed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25976/13]

29/05/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 
9,703 AEOS III applications were received by the closing date and have now been fully pro-
cessed.  Letters informing applicants of the status of their individual applications are now being 
issued.  Based on the annual budget of €20 million and following the ranking and selection 
process a total of 6,000 applicants are being approved for participation in the scheme.

Applicants should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their application 
until approved for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense incurred prior 
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to formal approval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

29/05/2013WRX00800Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

29/05/2013WRX00900197. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will seek funding for rare animal breeds under the Common Agricultural Policy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26031/13]

29/05/2013WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU Regula-
tions provide for financial support for animals in danger of being lost to farming, more com-
monly referred to as rare breeds and support is currently available through the Rural Environ-
ment Protection Scheme and the Agri-Environment Options Scheme.  Future policy will be 
determined in the context of the introduction of the EU regulatory framework governing the 
next programming period 2014-2020. I expect that support for animals in danger of being lost 
to farming will continue to qualify for support in any future Agri-Environment Schemes.

29/05/2013WRX01100Animal Welfare Issues

29/05/2013WRX01200198. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for disowned horses located on commonage area (details supplied) in County Galway; 
and if he will statement on his intentions for the horses in the longer term. [26035/13]

29/05/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Control 
of Horses Act, 1996 provides extensive powers to local authorities, including powers of seizure 
and detention of stray or abandoned animals. My Department funds local authorities in their 
work in implementing the Act. Officials from my Department are liaising with local authority 
officials in Galway to underline how implementation of the Control of Horses Act, together 
with legislation governing equine identification, can assist with controlling horses, particularly 
with regard to horses that are straying and or abandoned so as to prevent injury or nuisance to 
persons or damage to property.

29/05/2013WRX01400Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

29/05/2013WRX01500199. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Clare will receive their agri-environment options scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26054/13]

29/05/2013WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The 
person named was selected for a ground inspection which took place on 9 May 2012.  During 
this inspection, areas of non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted 
in relation to the Natura action which will result in a penalty being imposed.  On 7 September 
2012, a letter issued to the person named outlining the nature of the penalty and the appeal op-
tions.  To date, no appeal has been received by officials in my Department.  The application is 
being finalised on the basis of the inspection findings and payment will issue shortly.
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29/05/2013WRX01700Fallen Animal Statistics

29/05/2013WRX01800200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide figures on farm animal fatalities for 2013; the way these figures compare to the 
previous five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26090/13]

29/05/2013WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of on-farm cattle fatalities for the period Jan – April 2008-2013 is as follows:

Year Fatalities
2008 152,648
2009 136,441
2010 124,325
2011 103,035
2012 115,724
2013 157,172
Information on deaths of other species is not recorded.

As will be seen from the data provided, mortality figures fluctuate from year to year.  The 
reasons for annual variation include disease challenges, environmental factors, including 
weather related and fodder related issues, as well as population fluctuations and other issues 
including the national compulsory BVD eradication programme which recommends that per-
sistently infected (PI) calves are culled as soon as possible after being identified.  The Deputy 
will be aware too of the efforts that my Department and other stakeholders have been making 
to deal with the fodder crisis that we have seen in recent weeks and those efforts are continuing.

29/05/2013WRX02000Official Engagements

29/05/2013WRX02100201. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
discussions he has had with colleagues at the 27 May meeting he hosted in Dublin at the infor-
mal meeting of EU agriculture and fisheries Ministers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26108/13]

29/05/2013WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I had very 
useful and very fruitful discussions with my Member State colleagues and with the European 
Parliament in the course of what I think was a very successful informal meeting of Agriculture 
Ministers in Dublin over the last few days.  I would acknowledge in particular the positive and 
very helpful engagement of the European Parliament, which I believe made an important con-
tribution to the Irish Presidency’s ongoing efforts to achieve a political agreement on the reform 
of the CAP by the end of June.  It was clear that all three institutions acknowledge the fact that 
important decisions need to be made in the very short term.

I think the Parliament’s participation was particularly valuable in allowing all three institu-
tions to have a meaningful exchange of ideas and to better understand each other’s positions 
on some of the key outstanding political issues.  It also afforded the Council the opportunity 
to reflect on these exchanges and to have its own follow-up discussions on how the resolution 
of these political issues might be pursued.  I have no doubt that this will prove to have been of 
invaluable assistance as we move into what I hope will be the final few weeks of negotiations.

The discussion with the European Parliament took place on Monday morning, when the 
Council was joined by the Chairman of the Parliament’s Committee for Agriculture and Ru-
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ral Development, Paolo DeCastro, the Rapporteurs on each of the four CAP reform dossiers, 
and the Co-ordinators from each of the Parliament’s political groups.  Mr. DeCastro and the 
Rapporteurs outlined their positions on key issues that included internal convergence of di-
rect payments, coupled payments, sugar quotas, export refunds and areas of natural constraint.  
Ministers were then given an opportunity to state their concerns and to exchange views with 
the Parliament in an attempt to identify potential areas of common ground.  This was a very 
useful and informative exchange, conducted in a very positive atmosphere in which it was clear 
that all three institutions remain firmly focused on achieving agreement by the end of the Irish 
Presidency.

Tuesday’s second day of the informal meeting featured a more regular Council gathering, 
during which I led a follow-up discussion that reflected on the outcome of Monday’s exchang-
es.  The positions of each of the three institutions on the respective issues were debated by my 
Member State colleagues, and I sought their views on how the differences between the institu-
tions might be narrowed in the broader context of reaching a satisfactory overall agreement. 
Again I was very satisfied with the exchanges, which were conducted in a very positive atmo-
sphere and underpinned by a desire to find common ground with the Parliament.

I listened very carefully to the debate over the two days of the informal meeting, and it will 
very usefully inform the Presidency’s ongoing interaction with the Parliament and the Commis-
sion as we try to reach an accommodation over the remaining trilogues and the parallel political 
discussions in the coming weeks.  Above all, the talks in Dublin have reinforced my confidence 
that I will be able to present a package of measures to the Council at the end of June that will 
allow us to finalise an overall political agreement within the timescale we set for ourselves at 
the commencement of the Irish Presidency.

29/05/2013WRX02300Live Exports

29/05/2013WRX02400202. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 194 of 23 May 2013, the current status of the five ap-
plications currently on hand; when each was received and when it is expected that a determina-
tion will be made on each application; when each of the two fully approved applications was 
received and when approval was given by his Department; if, in view of the points raised in 
the Topical Issues debate of 22 May 2013, he will prioritise the processing of the outstanding 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26163/13]

29/05/2013WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ship approv-
al is a complex process and normally involves a significant number of oral and written queries 
before a formal application can take place.  On foot of the application, detailed documentation 
must be submitted in relation to the ship and this is reviewed by an independent marine sur-
veyor.  An inspection cannot take place until the documentation submitted is complete.

My Department facilitates the inspection of ships, often outside the boundaries of the Eu-
ropean Union and in a manner convenient to the ship owners.  In many cases, more than one 
inspection is required to ensure that ships meet the standards set out in Irish legislation.  This is 
necessary to ensure optimum welfare standards and to minimise any risk to animals. 

With regard to the two ships that have been approved, the application for one was received 
on 1 June 2012 and, following a second inspection and substantial refurbishment work, the ship 
was approved on 18 February 2013.  The application for the second ship was received on 21 
March 2013 and approval issued on 12 April 2013.
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Applications for the five outstanding approvals were made earlier this year as follows: 26 
January 2013, 14 February 2013, 18 March 2013, 18 April 2013, 15 May 2013. 

Two of the ships involved have undergone inspections by an independent marine surveyor 
and a Department Veterinary Inspector.  Both were deemed not to meet the standards laid out in 
the legislation in their current state.  Detailed reports were issued to the ship owners on foot of 
these inspections. The other three applications are at the documentation review stage.

29/05/2013WRY00150Beef Industry Irregularities

29/05/2013WRY00200203. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
respect of the investigation into the contamination of Irish beef products with horsemeat, the 
current status of the investigation; if its findings will be published; the potential consequences 
for parties found to be responsible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26170/13]

29/05/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I published 
a detailed report on the ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’ on 14 
March.  This report includes details of the companies that came to my Department’s attention 
during this investigation and the actions taken by the Department.  Operations in a total of four 
plants were suspended (in some cases on a voluntary basis) for varying periods arising from 
the investigation.  Information in relation to activities by traders and other intermediaries in the 
supply chain outside of the jurisdiction has been passed to Europol and other Member States to 
facilitate continuing investigations in other countries.

My Department is considering the possibility of instituting legal proceedings where appro-
priate, as indicated in the report.  It is important to note in that context that while some of the 
failures referred to in the report risked reputational damage to the Irish food sector, they did not 
breach EU or national law.

The Irish authorities were the first to discover and disclose this problem of adulteration of 
beef products, which turned out to be a pan European problem.  Exposure of this malpractice 
will result in improved consumer protection not just in Ireland, but also throughout Europe.  We 
remain fully open to assisting any other Member State or entity with regard to ongoing investi-
gations in other jurisdictions and will continue to do so in a transparent manner, as has been the 
practice throughout the equine DNA investigation.

29/05/2013WRY00350European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRY00400204. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the 
European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26206/13]

29/05/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In my ca-
pacity as President of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, I have been chairing the monthly 
meetings of the Council since January 2013, including the informal meeting that took place in 
Dublin this week.  Ireland has been represented at each of these meetings by either the Secretary 
General of my Department or by another senior official of the Department.

29/05/2013WRY00550Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRY00600205. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertak-
ing to provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on 
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which the information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26221/13]

29/05/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 6 
parliamentary questions issued to the Deputy with an undertaking to provide extra information.

Date Number of PQ Reply issued
5 February 54540/13 5 February
5 February 54541/13 5 February
7 March 12100/13 8 March
13 March 13387/13 27 May
14 May 22544/13 23 May
14 May 22545/13 23 May

29/05/2013WRY00750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

29/05/2013WRY00800206. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has not yet received their agri-environment 
options scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26238/13]

29/05/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  
During these checks for 2011 an overclaim was identified in relation to the claimed areas on the 
Traditional Hay Meadow action which resulted in a penalty reduction being applied. Full 2011 
payment totalling €568.01(net of penalty reduction) issued on, 7 March 2013.  Payments in 
respect of the 2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which 
includes verification of capital investment through checks on receipts.  These checks have been 
finalised and payment in respect of 2012 will issue shortly.

29/05/2013WRY00950Adoption Agency Funding

29/05/2013WRY01000207. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when funding 
will be made available to adoption agencies such as ARC Adoption in Dublin to allow them 
move forward with their research and development into working with the various adoption 
agencies in the USA; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26034/13]

29/05/2013WRY01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work is ongoing 
in my Department in relation to the issue of funding of accredited agencies in order to ensure 
sustainability of the agencies and continuity of service.  I brought a Memorandum to Govern-
ment yesterday in relation to regularising the funding arrangements for accredited bodies in 
intercountry adoption.  I am aware of the seriousness of the current situation and aim to address 
it as quickly as possible.

29/05/2013WRY01150Child Care Services Provision

29/05/2013WRY01200208. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of relevant childcare facilities in existence in County Kildare; the procedures in place to 
conduct regular inspections of such facilities; if anything has emerged in recent years that has 
given cause for concern in relation to the operation of such facilities; if any such facilities 
have been closed within the past three years, or if directions have issued to any such centres 
in the past three years to significantly amend or review their operational systems; if parents of 
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children attending such facilities have been so advised; the procedures in place to ensure the 
childcare facilities meet the highest possible standards; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [26181/13]

29/05/2013WRY01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child 
Care (Pre-School Services) (No 2) Regulations 2006, the inspection of pre-schools is the re-
sponsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE), and I have referred the Deputy’s specific 
queries to the HSE for direct reply.

I understand that, in 2011, 2,789 childcare providers were subject to inspections by the HSE 
Pre-School Inspectorate.  This is an inspection rate of over 61% in a single year.  This compares 
very favourably with comparable jurisdictions such as England, where Ofsted operates a policy 
of inspecting childcare providers on a 3 – 4 year cycle.

However, as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, driving the early childhood care and 
education quality agenda is one of my key objectives.  I believe we can achieve this objec-
tive by taking a number of steps in conjunction with the Department of Education and Skills, 
including the adaptation of the existing pre-school inspection system to provide a more com-
prehensive and broader-based inspection regime for pre-schools, moving to a greater focus on 
outcomes for children.

In support of this, a Joint Pilot Inspection of Early Years Services was carried out by Inspec-
tors from the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills between September 2011 and 
May 2012.  This pilot will inform the proactive approach being taken by my Department.

29/05/2013WRY01350European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRY01400209. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the Minister 
or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the European 
Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [26208/13]

29/05/2013WRY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Education, 
Youth, Culture and Sport Council (EYCS) took place on 16 and 17 May 2013.  I chaired the 
meeting of the Youth Ministers at the Council on 16 May 2013.  At the meeting, the EYCS 
adopted two important policy documents: Council Conclusions on maximising the potential of 
youth policy in addressing the goals of the Europe 2020 Strategy, and Council Conclusions on 
the contribution of quality youth work to the development, well-being and social inclusion of 
young people.  These conclusions include a concrete set of measures aimed at raising the profile 
of youth work at EU level and mainstreaming youth work into broader EU policy responses to 
youth employment and social inclusion.  These include: i. Establishing a new EU expert group 
on quality youth work; ii. Strengthening the working relationship between the Council of Youth 
Ministers and other Council of Minister configurations; iii. Mainstreaming youth policy input 
into the European Semester reporting process; iv. Recognition of centrality of youth work in 
contributing to the Europe 2020 growth and jobs agenda; i. Recognition of the role of youth 
work in implementing the proposed Youth Guarantee; ii. Greater coordination between EU 
youth policy and education, training and employment policies.

Ministers also participated in a policy debate on the theme of: Europe’s young people: What 
can quality youth work contribute to addressing current challenges?  Ministers expressed their 
commitment to follow up and take further actions to progress these aims.  To this end, I will 
host an expert round table event that will explore further the role of youth work in advancing 
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employment and social inclusion for young people (20–21 June 2013, Kildare).  The incom-
ing Presidency of Lithuania will focus on the youth employability and social inclusion, while 
stressing the importance of involving young people in these initiatives.  The Greek Presidency 
is committed to finalising a medium term work plan to guide the work of the Youth Council in 
addressing the challenges that young people face at this time.

The work of the EYCS in the Presidency’s Youth Programme over the past six months has 
been informed by the findings of widespread consultations with young people about the chal-
lenges they face and their priorities in an inclusive European Union.  Over 11,000 young people 
throughout Member States have participated in the current cycle of Structured Dialogue.  At 
local, national and European level, they have voiced opinions about the issues that impact on 
their lives and their priorities for the future.  Over 180 young people and officials from the 27 
Member States participated in the highly successful EU Youth Conference which I hosted in 
March in Dublin.

In addition to the formal dialogue, I hosted an informal meeting with young people from the 
Trio Member States (Ireland, Lithuania and Greece) and Cyprus and their respective Ministers, 
Commissioner Vassiliou and the European Youth Forum to hear their views in advance of the 
Youth Council meeting on 16 May 2013.

29/05/2013WRY01550Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRY01600210. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of parliamentary replies issued by her to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to pro-
vide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the 
information was provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26223/13]

29/05/2013WRY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has not issued any parliamentary replies to the Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to 
provide extra information.

29/05/2013WRZ00150Youth Services

29/05/2013WRZ00200211. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
she is taking to protect, enhance and develop youth work services, in particular those run by 
Foróige in Waterford city and county; if she will commit to ringfencing the funding these ser-
vices receive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26279/13]

29/05/2013WRZ00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. 

Foróige provides a comprehensive range of youth work services through the operation of 
Foróige Clubs and Youth Development Projects.  There are two Foróige projects in Waterford 
City and these are the Ferrybank Youth Project funded under the Special Projects for Youth 
Scheme and Ferrybank Drug Prevention Project and Outreach Service funded under the Young 
People’s Facilities and Services Fund (Round 2) A total of €179,666 has been allocated to these 
projects in 2013. 



Questions - Written Answers

698

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure which amount to €5.393m in 2013, my Department has tried to ensure that in the 
determination process for the allocations  the front line youth services, particularly those for the 
most vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  neces-
sary reductions in funding. 

There is no doubt that the current budgetary situation is challenging for many organisations. 
In considering how best to manage within the allocations available organisations are being 
asked to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and other overheads and to work 
closely with their local VEC that administers the funding on behalf of my Department, in order 
to maintain the front line services for young people particularly for those young people who 
may be disadvantaged. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year.  
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

29/05/2013WRZ00350Services for People with Disabilities

29/05/2013WRZ00400212. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if his attention has 
been drawn to the possible closure of two schools (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if 
he will have the decisions to close the schools urgently reviewed. [25962/13]

29/05/2013WRZ00500213. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health with reference to transition of 
children with intellectual disabilities into mainstream pre-school settings, if he will conduct a 
review on a case-by-case basis of pertinent decisions that impact directly on specific special 
needs pre-schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26089/13]

29/05/2013WRZ00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 212 and 213 together.

I am having enquiries made of the HSE in relation to these matters and I will be in further 
communication with the Deputies.

29/05/2013WRZ00650Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

29/05/2013WRZ00700214. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
implementation plan for the national neurorehabilitation strategy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25974/13]

29/05/2013WRZ00800235. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health when he expects to imple-
ment a national neurorehabilitation strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26029/13]

29/05/2013WRZ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 214 and 235 together.

The Department of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE) have developed and 
published the “National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Ser-
vices in Ireland 2011 - 2015”.  In addition, the HSE is developing its Rehabilitation Medicine 
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Programme within the Clinical Strategy and Programmes Directorate.  The Report is the over-
arching policy on neuro-rehabilitation services and includes proposals for a framework for the 
future of neuro-rehabilitation services in Ireland, including key elements such as

- guiding principles;

- implementation structure;

- methodology for implementation; and

- information and communication.

The Report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to me-
dium term has to be on re-configuration of services, structures and resources and the enhance-
ment of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.

 The key priority areas, as identified in the HSE’s National Operational Plan for 2013 are to:

- Map and develop Integrated Service Area level rehabilitation networks;

- Implement the model of care for rehabilitation services within the networks with a focus 
on community rehabilitation.

An implementation plan beyond the overall operational plan commitments would not be 
beneficial, as the work involved to progress networks and teams will require to be flexible and 
responsive to the areas identified and to their specific service profiles.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has been working in collaboration with the Na-
tional Disability Unit as part of an expert Working Group planning for the implementation of 
the Report.  The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has incorporated key elements of the 
Report into its own Model of Care and adopted the Strategy’s recommendation of “hub and 
spoke” model for specialist rehabilitation services and is keen to progress with a comprehensive 
model for the continuation of such service into the community.  This co-operation will continue 
in 2013.

29/05/2013WRZ00950Rare Diseases Strategy Implementation

29/05/2013WRZ01000215. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the services available here to 
sufferers of Ehler’s Danlos syndrome; if he has considered the provision of a range of spe-
cialised treatments (details supplied) to EDS patients such as those that are available in loca-
tions in the UK for sufferers of rare connective tissue disorders; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25975/13]

29/05/2013WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Ehler’s Danlos syndrome is a genetic con-
nective tissue disorder which affects the joints, skin and blood vessels.  Diagnostic tests typi-
cally include genetic testing, skin biopsies, cardiac evaluation and other biochemical tests.  The 
treatments available include medical treatments to reduce complications from the condition and 
sometimes surgery for joint instability.  My Department is developing a rare disease plan which 
is dealing with the information requirements, research strategies, diagnosis management and 
support for patients with rare diseases.  This plan will be finalised later this year.

In relation to the services currently available to sufferers of Ehler’s Danlos syndrome this 
is a operational matter and I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy on this aspect 
of the question. 
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29/05/2013WRZ01150Primary Care Services Provision

29/05/2013WRZ01200216. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the services for 
diabetes patients receiving treatment in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25984/13]

29/05/2013WRZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The National Inte-
grated Care Diabetes Programme is being implemented on a phased basis.  The programme will 
improve patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner across service settings, 
resulting in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the most effective use of 
resources.

The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  It is an-
ticipated that all 17 positions will be filled soon.  Funding has also been secured to appoint 16 
podiatrists and a number of these posts have been filled.  Recruitment for the remaining posts is 
underway and the aim is to have them filled as soon as possible in 2013.

In relation to the other issues raised by the Deputy, including the filling of Diabetes posts in 
specific areas, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy on 
this matter.

29/05/2013WRZ01350Medical Card Appeals

29/05/2013WRZ01400217. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the length of time it currently 
takes for medical card appeals to be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25988/13]

29/05/2013WRZ01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

29/05/2013WRZ01550Mental Health Services Provision

29/05/2013WRZ01600218. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the vacancies there are currently 
in the child and adolescent mental health services in County Louth. [25994/13]

29/05/2013WRZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

29/05/2013WRAA00150Mental Health Services Provision

29/05/2013WRAA00200219. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if there is a backlog or waiting 
list to access services with the child and adolescent mental health services in County Louth; 
the timeframe of the backlog or waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25995/13]

29/05/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
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service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

29/05/2013WRAA00350Health Services Staff Issues

29/05/2013WRAA00400220. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a staff member of 
the Health Service Executive (details supplied) in County Meath was refused their senior staff 
nurse salary when they had originally signed their contract long before the moratorium was 
implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25997/13]

29/05/2013WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Prior to the introduction of the moratorium 
on staff recruitment and promotion in the health service, which took effect on 27 March 2009, 
arrangements were in place whereby staff nurses, who applied, were promoted to the Senior 
Staff Nurse Grade after 20 years’ service.  Promotions took place in November each year.  The 
relevant agreement between Management and the Unions stipulated that the post of Senior Staff 
Nurse was not a long-service increment.  Since the moratorium, no appointments to the post of 
Senior Staff Nurse have been made, given that such appointments would constitute promotion.  

The future appointment of Senior Staff Nurses is provided for in the proposed Public Ser-
vice Stability Agreement finalised on 21 May 2013, following engagement between manage-
ment and the public sector representative bodies under the auspices of the Labour Relations 
Commission.  Subject to the agreement being ratified by the relevant unions, management have 
agreed to restore the Senior Staff Nurse Grade in the manner it originally operated and with ef-
fect from 1 July 2013 in respect of currently eligible nurses.

29/05/2013WRAA00550Nursing Homes Support Scheme

29/05/2013WRAA00600221. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for the fair deal scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if 
same will be expedited as soon as possible in view of extenuating circumstances; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26000/13]

29/05/2013WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

29/05/2013WRAA00750Drugs Payment Scheme Expenditure

29/05/2013WRAA00800222. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the cost of the high-tech 
drugs scheme in 2012. [26003/13]

29/05/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The total cost of 
the High Tech Drug Scheme in 2012 is €396.32 million.

29/05/2013WRAA00950Home Help Service Provision

29/05/2013WRAA01000223. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of this review will be communicated to the person. [26015/13]
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29/05/2013WRAA01100224. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26016/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01200225. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26017/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01300226. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26018/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01400227. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26019/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01500228. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26020/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01600229. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26021/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01700230. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26022/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01800231. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26023/13]

29/05/2013WRAA01900232. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26024/13]

29/05/2013WRAA02000233. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
persons (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26025/13]

29/05/2013WRAA02100234. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 302 of 20 December 2012, the reason home care hours have been reduced in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; if a review of the situation has taken place; and 
when the results of the review will be communicated to the person. [26026/13]
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29/05/2013WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 223 to 234, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

     Question No. 235 answered with Question No. 214.

29/05/2013WRCC00250Medical Card Appeals

29/05/2013WRCC00300236. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the reason it took from Au-
gust 2012 until February 2013 for a person (details supplied) in Cork with a severe chronic 
illness to receive a decision on their medical card application; the reason that person was re-
fused and was not considered on discretionary grounds in view of the fact that they suffer from 
Crohn’s disease; if he will approve and expedite this person’s appeal; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26041/13]

29/05/2013WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

29/05/2013WRCC00450Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

29/05/2013WRCC00500237. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a mobility aid will be 
provided for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26045/13]

29/05/2013WRCC00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2013WRCC00650Health Services Issues

29/05/2013WRCC00700238. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will review the 
supports in place for persons (details provided) in County Wexford; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26049/13]

29/05/2013WRCC00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2013WRDD00150Tobacco Industry Lobbying

29/05/2013WRDD00200239. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he has met with the tobacco 
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industry or lobbyists on their behalf in 2013; if he will outline who was present at these meet-
ings; the matters that were discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26052/13]

29/05/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have had no meetings with the tobacco in-
dustry or lobbyists on their behalf.

29/05/2013WRDD00350Health Services Issues

29/05/2013WRDD00400240. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 519 of 30 April 2013, when a response will issue from the Health Service 
Executive. [26053/13]

29/05/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have again asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy 
in this matter.

29/05/2013WRDD00550Hospital Appointment Status

29/05/2013WRDD00600241. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for a CT 
head scan will be given to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26060/13]

29/05/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is 
a key priority for the Government.  Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU together 
with the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP waiting list minimum dataset that allows 
for data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on a weekly basis and, for the first time, 
outpatient data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been 
set of 12 months for a first time consultant led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in 
the HSE service plan.  The SDU/NTPF will work closely with hospitals towards achievement 
of the maximum waiting time.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this 
is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy 
in this matter.

29/05/2013WRDD00750Health Services Expenditure

29/05/2013WRDD00800242. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Health the amount of compensation paid 
out to settle claims from users of the health service for any reason either through the courts or 
through private settlements for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [26073/13]

29/05/2013WRDD00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Any claims made against the HSE in respect 
of clinical malpractice, employer liability, and public liability are managed by the State Claims 
Agency.  The Agency has a statutory obligation to ensure that the claims are contained at the 
lowest achievable level.  Claims are therefore actively managed, and instruments such as alter-
native dispute resolution are used where possible to the benefit of both the State and the claim-
ant.  I have asked the HSE to forward the figures requested directly to the Deputy.

29/05/2013WRDD00950Abortion Services

29/05/2013WRDD01000243. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health regarding the Protection of Life 
During Pregnancy Bill 2013, if there is a cut-off in the timeframe with regard to when medical 
experts suggest a termination would be allowed; the person that will decide that a mother is 
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suicidal or expressing suicidal ideation; if a baby may be terminated three weeks before term; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26158/13]

29/05/2013WRDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to remind the Deputy that the wording 
of Article 40.3.3 and the judgment in the X case make it clear that the life of the unborn must be 
vindicated where practicable.  This means that where a woman has a pregnancy that places her 
life at risk but her foetus is viable, she may have a right to have the pregnancy brought to an end 
but not a right to insist that the life of the foetus be deliberately ended. 

As the Deputy may be aware the Protection of Life during Pregnancy Bill 2013 will pro-
vide for the offence of intentional destruction of unborn human life.  The Bill will also set out 
exemptions to the offence.  In the case of suicidal intent, three specialist medical practitioners 
will have to jointly certify that, in their reasonable opinion, there is a real and substantial risk to 
the life of the mother and that this risk can only be averted by the termination of her pregnancy.  
One of these doctors must always be an obstetrician/gynaecologist, and the other two will be 
psychiatrists. 

In addition, the definition of ‘reasonable opinion’ requires that this opinion must be formed 
in good faith and must have regard to protect and preserve unborn human life where practicable. 
The registered medical practitioners will be obliged to record this opinion in writing if certify-
ing a procedure that will end unborn human life. 

29/05/2013WRDD01150Hospital Accommodation Provision

29/05/2013WRDD01200244. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that Dungloe community hospital, County Donegal, has reduced its beds from 
35 to 25 as a result of staffing pressures; the steps he is taking to ensure that the beds are im-
mediately reopened; if he will allow the recruitment embargo to be relaxed in order to recruit 
additional staff to the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26185/13]

29/05/2013WRDD01300245. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that Carndonagh community hospital, County Donegal, has had its commu-
nity hospital beds reduced from 30 to 24 and its Alzeimher’s unit beds reduced from 16 to 12 as 
a result of staffing pressures; the steps he is taking to ensure the beds are immediately reopened; 
if he will allow the recruitment embargo to be relaxed in order to recruit additional staff to the 
hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26186/13]

29/05/2013WRDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 244 and 245 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

29/05/2013WRDD01450Health Services Staff Recruitment

29/05/2013WRDD01500246. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to relax the re-
cruitment embargo in the health service in order to ensure that community hospitals do not have 
to close beds due to staffing pressures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26188/13]

29/05/2013WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. This policy requires 
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the health service to reduce its workforce to 98,955 wholetime equivalent employees by the 
end of 2013.  However, the HSE can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall 
employment ceiling and has the financial resources to do so.

29/05/2013WREE00150Hospital Staff

29/05/2013WREE00200247. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason the Coombe Hospital, 
Dublin, has not paid moneys owed to agency nursing staff as a result of a European court ruling, 
despite the fact that all other similar hospitals have settled; and if he will intervene to ensure that 
these moneys are paid without further delay. [26189/13]

29/05/2013WREE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following the enactment of the Protection 
of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act in 2012, the HSE provided guidance to public 
service employers on the Act, including the fact that the equal pay provisions of the Act have 
retrospective effect to 5th December 2011.  All agency staff employed through agencies con-
tracted by the HSE have now had their basic pay adjusted in accordance with the Act.

The question of payment of any outstanding retrospective amounts due to employees of a 
specific company is a matter for the HSE, and as such, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

29/05/2013WREE00350Services for People with Disabilities

29/05/2013WREE00400248. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that many families of adults with an intellectual disability are not satisfied at being 
forced out of their service to other services in view of the fact they need the stability and are 
happy in their current service (details supplied). [26196/13]

29/05/2013WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2013WREE00550Services for People with Disabilities

29/05/2013WREE00600249. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a dis-
ability service in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13. [26197/13]

29/05/2013WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2013WREE00750Health Services Issues

29/05/2013WREE00800250. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a social worker will support 
and advise a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [26198/13]

29/05/2013WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Housing 
Scheme referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy, including access to related social work 
services, is operated by Dublin City Council, which falls under the remit of the Department of 
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Environment, Community & Local Government.  Given the health elements mentioned in the 
Deputy’s question, I have referred that aspect of the Deputy’s question to the Health Service 
Executive, for a direct reply to the Deputy.

29/05/2013WREE00950European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WREE01000251. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health to name the Minister or Minister 
of State who represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of the European Union 
during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26215/13]

29/05/2013WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Employment, Social Policy, Health and 
Consumer Affairs (EPSCO) Council normally meets in formal session on two occasions dur-
ing each Presidency period of six months.  Health matters are discussed at one of these formal 
Councils.  There have been no formal EPSCO Council meetings in relation to health to date in 
2013.  The next EPSCO Council will take place in Luxembourg on 20 and 21 June.  Health will 
be discussed on day two of the meeting.  I will attend and chair the relevant sessions.  I hosted 
an Informal meeting of EU Health Ministers (including accession and candidate countries) on 4 
and 5 March. Alex White, T.D., Minister of State for Primary Care at my Department attended.  
Frances Fitzgerald, T.D., Minister for Children also attended a session on childhood obesity.

29/05/2013WREE01150Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WREE01200252. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of parliamentary 
replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to provide extra infor-
mation requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the information was 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26230/13]

29/05/2013WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Five questions submitted to my Department 
by the Deputy in 2013 were referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy as the subject matter in each case concerned operational matters which 
are the responsibility of the Executive.  The Executive is committed to providing responses to 
referred questions within 15 working days of receipt.  The detailed information sought by the 
Deputy is set out below.

PL Number Date of Question Date HSE response provided
1465/13 16.1.13 24.1.13
7512/13 14.2.13 7.3.13
9401/13 21.2.13 28.3.13
12793/13 12.3.13 13.3.13
22611/13 14.5.13 Response not yet issued

29/05/2013WREE01350Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

29/05/2013WREE01400253. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the addition of 
Addison’s disease to the long term Illness scheme on the basis that Addison’s patients require 
life long daily steroid replacement medication for adrenal failure in the form of hydrocortisone 
and fludrocortisone. [26281/13]
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29/05/2013WREE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness scheme.  Under the Drug Pay-
ment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In addition, people who 
cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves 
and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment process, the Health 
Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of GP consultations.

29/05/2013WREE01550Expert Group on the A, B and C v. Ireland Judgment

29/05/2013WREE01600254. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health if the nominations from the Irish 
Institute of Obstetricians and the general medical practitioners were on the expert group on the 
A, B and C case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26285/13]

29/05/2013WREE01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy will be aware from my previous 
replies on this matter that the nominations from the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaeco-
logists and the Irish College of General Practitioners were provided to me in confidence and 
therefore I do not intend to provide any further details in this regard.

29/05/2013WRFF00100Aviation Issues

29/05/2013WRFF00200255. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the legal status and legislative basis for the Federal Air Marshal Service of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration of the United States Department of Homeland Security and their 
passage through airports here; if they are required to notify his Department of their possession 
of foreign registered firearms when arriving or departing on flights between Ireland and the 
United States; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26150/13]

29/05/2013WRFF00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Aviation security 
arrangements including those related to the carriage of firearms on board aircraft at Irish air-
ports are kept under continuous review by my Department, by the Irish Aviation Authority and 
by the National Civil Aviation Security Committee.  It is not the practice to comment on specific 
security measures and arrangements in place at Irish airports or on the monitoring activities 
carried out.

29/05/2013WRFF00400Road Safety Issues

29/05/2013WRFF00500256. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he intends to bring forward or amend legislation dealing with the failure to stop and remain at 
the scene of an accident following the recommendation to do so by the jury at the inquest into 
the death of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan after they were struck by a car on 
the N2 Dublin to Derry road between Carrickmacross and Castleblaney at Tollyvara Upper on 
2 August 2011. [26175/13]

29/05/2013WRFF00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 106 of the 
Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended, provides for the responsibilities of drivers in the event of 



29 May 2013

709

road collisions, including the requirement to remain at the scene.  The section also provides 
for the penalties, on summary conviction, for a person who contravenes those requirements.  
Where death is caused in a road traffic collision and whether or not the person remains at the 
scene of the collision, it is usual that charges are imposed under Section 53 (Dangerous driving) 
of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended.  All such charges are at the discretion of the Direc-
tor for Public Prosecutions.

Under Section 53, the sanction in cases where a driver is found liable on conviction on 
indictment of dangerous driving causing death or serious bodily harm to another person, is im-
prisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years or a fine not exceeding €20,000 or to both.  In any 
other case, the person is liable, on  summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding six months or to both.  I will, however,  have the jury 
recommendation, referred to by the Deputy, examined and will determine if an amendment to 
the legislation is warranted as a result.

29/05/2013WRFF00700EU-Israel Aviation Agreement

29/05/2013WRFF00800257. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the details of the EU-Israel Aviation Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25963/13]

29/05/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Part of the EU’s ex-
ternal aviation policy is to negotiate comprehensive air services agreements with neighbouring 
countries, in particular in the Mediterranean region. The Euro-Mediterranean Aviation Agree-
ment between the EU, its Member States, and Israel, is one of a number of such agreements that 
have been negotiated by the European Commission over the last number of years.  Air services 
between the EU and Israel currently operate on the basis of bilateral agreements between in-
dividual Member States and Israel.  The Agreement replaced this with a comprehensive ‘open 
skies’ agreement. In summary the Agreement aims at: 

- gradual market opening in terms of access to routes and capacity on a reciprocal basis; 

- promoting regulatory cooperation and harmonisation of regulations and approaches based 
on EU legislation in the field of aviation; 

- promoting air services based on competition among air carriers with minimum govern-
ment interference and regulation; 

- non-discrimination and a level playing field for economic operators.

Ireland is fully supportive of the EU policy to negotiate such agreements. No Irish air-
line currently operates scheduled services to Israel. One Israeli airline operates a summer-only 
scheduled service to Ireland. However, this Agreement will open up the entire EU-Israel avia-
tion market to Irish airlines, both Ireland-Israel routes, and services from other EU points to 
Israel.  The agreement will be signed at the upcoming Transport, Telecommunications and 
Energy Council on 10 June 2013. The advice of the Attorney General is that the Agreement 
requires Dáil approval prior to signature. The process is currently underway and is expected to 
be finalised this week.

29/05/2013WRFF01000Road Maintenance

29/05/2013WRFF01100258. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
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ther to Parliamentary Question No 265 of 22 May 2013, in which he indicated that the sections 
of national road that lie within the M50 C ring namely, N1 to Whitehall, the N2, N3, N4, N11 to 
Mount Merrion Avenue and N81 were reclassified from national to regional roads; and the extra 
funding that has been provided to Dublin City Council for the maintenance and upkeep of these 
regional roads since responsibility was removed from the National Roads Authority. [26072/13]

29/05/2013WRFF01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  I 
announced the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations on 25 January this year. A total 
of €350 million is being provided under the Regional and Local Roads Investment Programme 
this year.  From that allocation, Dublin City Council is being provided with an allocation of 
over €6.2 million.

The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded from these State grants is also 
a matter for the local authority and it will be necessary for the Council to prioritise the works 
to be undertaken on regional and local roads in its administrative area from within its existing 
budgets.  It is also important to re-iterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local 
roads is to supplement Councils like Dublin City Council in their spending in this area.

29/05/2013WRFF01300Road Tolls

29/05/2013WRFF01400259. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to engage in discussions with Eurolink who operate the M3 motorway to offer road hauli-
ers a free month of use on the M3 as happens on the M6 in England for the month of July as an 
incentive for them to make more use of the motorway network; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26076/13]

29/05/2013WRFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy 
will be aware, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have overall responsibility 
for policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The implementation of 
individual national road schemes which provide for tolling is a matter for the National Roads 
Authority(NRA)under the Roads Acts 1993 - 2007.  Moreover, the statutory power to levy tolls 
on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors 
in respect of national roads is very specifically vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads 
Act, 1993 (as amended).  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s suggestion to 
the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

29/05/2013WRFF01600Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

29/05/2013WRFF01700260. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason funding was refused to Dublin City Council under the sports capital programme for 
work at Brickfields Park, Bushy Park, and St. Anne’s Park when the Chief State Solicitor’s 
office has confirmed that his Department is fully aware that the council’s titles are capable of 
supporting a charge registered or unregistered title and, accordingly, are suitable for grants from 
the national lottery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26109/13]

29/05/2013WRFF01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The applications under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme from Dublin City Council 
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for projects at Brickfields Park and Bushy Park were invalid for 3 separate reasons: 

1. the Council did not provide the Department with the required evidence of title to the 
properties on which the proposed projects were to be located;

2. professionally prepared quotations were not provided; and

3. the application forms did not include an original signature.

All of these requirements were set out in the published guide to filling out the application 
form for the 2012 Sports Capital Programme.  Letters setting out these reasons were sent to 
Dublin City Council.  Dublin City Council’s application for works at St Anne’s Park was suc-
cessful under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme and was allocated €21,540.  Ten allocations 
to Dublin City Council were made under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme with a total value 
of €810,000.

The Department is reviewing the operation of the 2012 Sports Capital Programme.  This 
review has included discussions with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office on the title requirements 
to provide security for the State’s investment.  It is always the Department’s aim to make the 
Programme as accessible as possible to the maximum number of applicants while also not ex-
posing the State’s expenditure to unnecessary risk.  The results of this review will contribute to 
the design of any future rounds of the Programme.

29/05/2013WRFF01900Sports Council Funding

29/05/2013WRFF02000261. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport in 
view of recent concerns regarding the financial situation of Irish hockey and the loss in excess 
of €200,000 that it made in 2008, if he will provide details of audits of the Irish Hockey Asso-
ciation that have been carried out by the Irish Sports Council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [26110/13]

29/05/2013WRFF02100262. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the proce-
dures and checks that have been put in place to monitor the way the Irish Hockey Association 
spends public money it receives from the Irish Sports Council; and if the ISC has increased its 
monitoring of Irish hockey since financial concerns were raised in the media in late 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26113/13]

29/05/2013WRFF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 261 and  262 together.

The Irish Sports Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the promotion, development and co-ordination of sport, including the alloca-
tion of funding for the National Governing Bodies of Sport and related governance procedures.  
As the questions raised are a matter for the Irish Sports Council I have referred them to the 
Council for direct reply. I would ask the Deputies to inform my office if a reply is not received 
within 10 days.

29/05/2013WRGG00150The Gathering Expenditure

29/05/2013WRGG00200263. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a breakdown of the way that the €336,335 allocated by his Department for programme 
administration of The Gathering will be spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[26115/13]

29/05/2013WRGG00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational one for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to the agency for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

29/05/2013WRGG00350The Gathering Events

29/05/2013WRGG00400264. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the complete list of projects and events as part of The Gathering 2013 in an area (details 
supplied) that have received funding from his Department either directly or indirectly; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26154/13]

29/05/2013WRGG00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational one for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to the agency for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

29/05/2013WRGG00550Official Engagements

29/05/2013WRGG00600265. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline his recent contribution to the International Transport Forum in Leipzig, Germany, on 24 
May 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26184/13]

29/05/2013WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I was honoured to represent Ireland recently at the International Transport Forum’s, 
ITF, annual summit in Leipzig which took place from 22 to 24 May.  In addition to my repre-
sentational duties at the ITF annual ministerial meeting, I took part in a round table between 
Ministers and the business community on attracting new sources of private finance to transport 
infrastructure which proved very interesting and informative and, furthermore, participated in 
a number of bilateral engagements (both formal Presidency related and informal) with other 
transport ministers.  The ITF annual summit aims to be a relatively informal, dynamic interna-
tional event with the emphasis on free-flowing discussion and networking across governments 
and industry and Ireland’s attendence as usual this year was, I consider, informative and benefi-
cial to Irish interests.  I also met with representatives of a transport company with a significant 
employment base in Ireland, Valeo Vision Systems.

29/05/2013WRGG00750Parking Provision

29/05/2013WRGG00800266. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects the car parking facilities at the Cherrywood and Brides Glen Luas stops to begin con-
struction, in view of the fact that the sites that are there at present are awaiting development; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that in spite of no car parking facilities at the last two 
stops on the Luas green line, the local authority, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, is 
in the process of installing parking bays and has begun the initial steps of installing paid park-
ing metres outside the Cherrywood Luas stop; his views on whether this will prevent people 
from availing of this public transport facility and instead pressure them to drive in their cars 
into Dublin and further into the city; if he will liaise with the local authority to prevent paid 
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parking metres being installed until the car parking facilities at either one of these Luas stops is 
complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26187/13]

29/05/2013WRGG00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority, NTA, 
on 1 December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the 
Greater Dublin Area, GDA, such as Luas Light Rail projects, as well as the development of an 
integrated, accessible public transport network come under the remit of the NTA.  Noting this I 
have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

29/05/2013WRGG00950Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

29/05/2013WRGG01000267. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when it 
is proposed to launch another sports capital programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [26191/13]

29/05/2013WRGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round of the SCP.  Any such deci-
sion will of course have to be taken in the context of the likely capital provision for the subhead 
in future years. 

29/05/2013WRGG01150European Council Meetings

29/05/2013WRGG01200268. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to name 
the Minister or Minister of State that represented Ireland at the Ministerial Council meetings of 
the European Union during the Irish Presidency of the Council to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [26220/13]

29/05/2013WRGG01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As President of the 
Council, I chaired the Transport Council of 11 March and will chair it again on 10 June next.  
My colleague Deputy Michael Ring, Minister of State for Sport chaired the sports council on 
17 May.  Ireland was represented at senior official level at both councils.

29/05/2013WRGG01350Parliamentary Questions Numbers

29/05/2013WRGG01400269. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of parliamentary replies issued by him to this Deputy in 2013 containing an undertaking to 
provide extra information requested; the date of the question in each case; the date on which the 
information was provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26235/13]

29/05/2013WRGG01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): No parliamentary 
replies have been issued to the Deputy in 2013 that contained an undertaking to provide extra 
information.

29/05/2013WRGG01550Traffic Calming Measures

29/05/2013WRGG01600270. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport with 
reference to recent traffic calming works carried out on the N17 at Carraghy, Knockdoe, County 
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Galway; if he will confirm that the National Roads Authority is the body that supplied and or 
approved the design of the works; the regulations and or guidelines in which such works should 
conform; if he will confirm that an engineer completed a report to confirm that the design con-
formed to such regulations and or guidelines; if he will provide Dáil Éireann with a copy of that 
engineer’s report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26237/13]

29/05/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.


