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  Questions Nos. 1 to 16, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 17 to 41, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 42 to 52, inclusive, answered orally.

28/05/2013WRA00550Education and Training Provision

28/05/2013WRA0060053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which studies have been carried out to determine the educational skills and requirements need-
ed to meet demands in the modern workplace; the extent to which such skills are adequately 
available in this jurisdiction; his plans, if any, to address any shortcomings in the future; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25455/13]

28/05/2013WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The policy basis which informs my Department’s education and training provision includes the 
National Skills Strategy, the Strategy for Science Technology and Innovation, the Report of the 
Task Force on Innovation, the National Strategy for Higher Education to 2030, the Action Plan 
for Jobs and Pathways to Work.  In addition to the wide range of cross-cutting policy structures 
and forums for engagement on enterprise skills needs, such as the National Competitiveness 
Council and the Innovation Task Force, direct advice from enterprise informs the development 
of education and training policy on an ongoing basis.  The FÁS Strategic Labour Market Unit 
and Expert Group on Future Skills Needs inform the selection of new targeted programmes 
designed to tackle the skills shortages in particular elements of the economy, e.g. Springboard, 
Momentum and the ICT skills conversion initiative, which was introduced as part of the ICT 
Action Plan.

28/05/2013WRA00750Higher Education Reform

28/05/2013WRA0080054. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the status of proposed higher education reforms; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25475/13]

28/05/2013WRA00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following completion of the 
Landscape process initiated by the HEA in 2012, I recently received the formal advice from 
the Authority on the re-configuration of the higher education system, including proposals for 
inter-institutional collaboration and system governance.  I have discussed the advice with my 
colleagues in Government this morning and I will be publishing this advice and formally re-
sponding to the Authority in the coming days.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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28/05/2013WRA00950School Staffing

28/05/2013WRA0100055. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of re-
quests his Department has had from secondary schools for additional career guidance alloca-
tions; the number of such requests granted by his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25507/13]

28/05/2013WRA01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has no bud-
getary provision for dealing with requests from schools for additional career guidance alloca-
tions nor are such requests generally made by schools.  As part of existing arrangements short-
term support is provided to schools that are dealing with particularly acute incidents that arise 
due to tragic accidents, bereavements etc. Short term support has been allocated to 5 schools in 
such circumstances in the current school year.  It is important to note that the provision of guid-
ance in schools is a whole school activity. Since the start of the current school year guidance 
provision is delivered from within each school’s standard staffing allocation. I have already ac-
knowledged to the House that bringing guidance within quota is challenging for schools. How-
ever the alternative was to adjust the PTR staffing allocations. The budget decision sheltered 
the impact for all DEIS post-primary schools by improving their standard staffing allocations.

28/05/2013WRA01150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRA0120056. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to include 
capital assets in assessing maintenance grant eligibility; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25486/13]

28/05/2013WRA01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that, following agreement in principle by the Government to broaden the current means test-
ing arrangements for student grants by way of inclusion of the value of capital assets, I set up 
a dedicated implementation group to bring forward detailed proposals.  I have received a draft 
report from the implementation group. This is currently under consideration and I will be con-
sulting further with my cabinet colleagues.

28/05/2013WRA01350School Patronage

28/05/2013WRA0140057. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on his efforts on changing the patronage of some primary schools; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25495/13]

28/05/2013WRA01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I know that the Deputy is 
aware that I recently wrote to the Catholic Patrons in 23 areas where parental demand for 
change has been confirmed through parental survey outcomes.  The Deputy will also be aware 
that the purpose of my letter was to ask the Patrons to consider options for reconfiguring their 
schools to allow the transfer of a school to a new patron.  I requested an interim response to my 
request within three months and a final response with detailed proposals on divesting schools 
within six months.  The Deputy will also know that earlier surveys had been conducted in five 
pilot areas and, as a result, options for change are also being considered by the Patrons in re-
spect of these.

School Curriculum

28/05/2013WRB0020058. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ex-
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pand on comments he made recently when speaking at Tullamore College, County Offaly, when 
he said that science would be compulsory if there were laboratories in each of the State’s 723 
post primary schools; and the measures he intends to take to address this matter. [25398/13]

28/05/2013WRB00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In phasing in implementa-
tion of junior cycle reform, from 2014 onwards, English, Mathematics and Irish will remain 
core full subjects for all students.  18 additional subjects, including science, will continue to be 
available.  Overall, I am in favour of schools deciding what junior cycle programme they will 
offer, mindful of the need to reflect the interests of their students.  Curricular choice has been 
shown to be an important factor in strengthening retention rates to completion of senior cycle 
in school.

Good and enthusiastic science teachers have the opportunity to inspire a real interest in 
their subject and so ensure that pupils will want to study science.  In 2012, for example, 89.5% 
of students sat the Junior Certificate science examination.  My Department has developed an 
online inventory facility to enable schools to provide information about their accommodation, 
including science laboratories and when all schools have completed the inventory this informa-
tion will be available.

 Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 48.

28/05/2013WRB00450Student Grant Scheme Design

28/05/2013WRB0050060. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update on the measures which have been taken to address the problems encountered by 
students using the Student Universal Support Ireland online student grant application system; if 
he will confirm that a workable triage system has been incorporated into the process to handle 
the volume and urgency of individual applications; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25459/13]

28/05/2013WRB00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that a triage 
system exists in Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) to provisionally assess all online 
applications and to refuse those applications that clearly do not meet the qualifying criteria 
and do not need to go through the complete application process.  While it is acknowledged that 
there were significant difficulties in the operation of the assessment processes last year, I am 
informed by SUSI that, in preparation for the 2013/2014 academic year, both the on-line ap-
plication system and the application assessment process are being further developed to enhance 
their effectiveness and efficiency and respond to experiences from year one.

For applicants applying through SUSI for the 2013/14 academic year, a number of new 
initiatives will make their application more efficient this year. The initiatives include direct 
information sharing between SUSI and Government bodies and agencies including the Rev-
enue Commissioners, the Department of Social Protection, the General Register Office and the 
Central Applications Office. These links should reduce significantly the number of documents 
required from applicants themselves.

28/05/2013WRB00650Pupil-Teacher Ratio

28/05/2013WRB0070061. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
release the statement sent to him by the City of Dublin VEC on the effect the change in the 
pupil-teacher ratio will have on colleges in the further education sector; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [25472/13]

28/05/2013WRB00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The impact statement forwarded to my Department by CDVEC outlined the effect the regres-
sion in the PLC pupil teacher ratio would have on its PLC provision. It sought to retain 13.33 
posts of the 48 they were due to lose in order to minimise the impact of the reduction on learners 
and on the provision of courses.  A review of all impact statements received was conducted hav-
ing regard to the need to operate within overall budgetary constraints and the Employment Con-
trol Framework.  As a result of this review some alleviation of the reduction in teaching posts 
is being allowed as a transitional measure and CDVEC has been allowed retain 10 whole time 
equivalent teaching posts, that it was due to lose under the new pupil teacher ratio allocation, 
for the 2013/2014 academic year.  I have arranged for officials in my Department to forward 
CDVECs impact statement to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRB00850Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

28/05/2013WRB0090062. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén 
fáth a ndearna sé neamhaird de mholtaí na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge, 2010 – 2030, nu-
air a thóg sé cinneadh an Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta, COGG, 
a chur faoin gComhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta; cén fáth nár chloígh sé le 
moltaí na Straitéise go mbeadh príomhról ag COGG i gcur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise agus go 
mbeadh COGG ar an ngrúpa is airde leibhéil ó thaobh na straitéise de; cén fáth nach bhfuil 
sé ag cloí le moltaí na Straitéise, go háirithe nuair nach bhfuil coigilteas airgid i gceist leis an 
gcinneadh seo; an gciallaíonn sé seo nach bhfuil an tAire ag tabhairt tacaíochta don Straitéis 20 
Bliain don Ghaeilge; céard is fiú straitéis a bheith ann mura bhfuil na Ranna Rialtais féin sásta 
í a chur i gcuntas; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [25040/13]

28/05/2013WRB01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Creidim go gcuirfidh mo 
chinneadh COGG a chomhlonnú leis an CNCM  le forfheidhmiú moltaí na Straitéise 20 Bliain 
do Ghaeilge 2010-2030. Ar iarratas uaim agus de réir na Straitéise 20 Bliain and na Straitéise 
Náisiúnta Litearthachta agus Uimhearthachta, tá an CNCM taréis tosú ar leasuithe móra a dhé-
anamh ar na curaclaim Ghaeilge don bhunscolaíocht, don tsraith shóisearach agus don tsraith 
shinsearach. De réir mar a théann an obair seo ar aghaidh, beidh COGG ag obair go comhreath-
ach agus go comhoibritheach chun ábhar acmhainne a sholáthar a thacóidh le múineadh agus 
teagasc na Gaeilge i scoileanna a mhúineann trí Ghaeilge agus scoileanna a mhúineann trí 
Bhéarla araon. Cuirfidh an cur chuige comhoibritheach seo le heispéireas foghlama den ard-
chaighdeán a chur chun cinn d’ár scoláirí agus le húsáid acmhainní a uasmhéadú.  Tá Grúpa 
Ardleibhéil nua bunaithe chun tacú le forfheidhmiú na moltaí oideachais sa Straitéis. Tá COGG 
in eineacht le Foras na Gaeilge, Údarás na Gaeltachta, an Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta agus mo Roinn in a mball den Ghrúpa Ardleibhéil seo.

28/05/2013WRB01050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRB0110063. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
findings of the National Council for Special Education report, Supporting Students with Special 
Educational Needs in Schools, which highlighted concerns at the length of time many parents 
have to wait for a diagnosis to assess their child’s individual needs and learning capacity; and 
the way his Department plans to address this issue. [25396/13]

28/05/2013WRB01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The NCSE Report on Sup-
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porting Children with Special Educational Needs in schools makes clear that there are many 
aspects of the current system which parents and schools are very happy with.  However, the 
report notes concerns in relation to some aspects of our current system, including in relation to 
the length of time some parents may have to wait for an assessment in order to determine their 
child’s individual educational or care needs.  The report recommends that proposals for a new 
resource allocation model should be developed by the NCSE, so that schools may be allocated 
additional teaching resources to support children in line with their level of educational need, 
rather than by a diagnosed disability category.  I have requested the NCSE to develop a proposal 
for a revised Allocation Model for further consideration.  In making any changes to our sup-
ports for children with special needs, consultation will be a key aspect in the implementation of 
any recommendations.

28/05/2013WRB01250Student Grant Scheme Administration

28/05/2013WRB0130064. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
that is to be provided to implement the recommendations of the Accenture review into Student 
Universal Support Ireland; and the aspects of the review that are in place for the start of the new 
grant cycle. [25389/13]

28/05/2013WRB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Funding for the administra-
tion of student grants by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is provided on a financial 
year basis.  The funding provided by this Department to SUSI in the financial year 2012 which 
includes set-up and operational costs was some 6.7m. Funding requirements for the 2013 finan-
cial year are currently under review in light of the recommendations of the Review.  The Re-
view contains a series of recommendations, many of which are already being implemented by 
SUSI.  In line with these recommendations and in preparation for the 2013/14 academic year, 
both the online application system and the application assessment process are being further de-
veloped to enhance their effectiveness and to deal with the difficulties experienced in year one.

A number of new initiatives will make the application process more efficient this year in-
cluding: direct information sharing between SUSI and Government agencies such as the Rev-
enue Commissioners, the Department of Social Protection, the General Register Office and the 
Central Applications Office. These links should significantly reduce the number of documents 
required from applicants themselves.

28/05/2013WRB01450Student Grant Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRB0150065. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to cut the 
rate of maintenance grants this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25484/13]

28/05/2013WRB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
since 2008 the rates of student grant are considered as part of the annual Budget process in com-
mon with other welfare and income-support measures.  There was no change in Budget 2013 to 
any of the student grant rates including the non-adjacent or adjacent rates of grant or the higher 
special rate of grant for the 2013 financial year.

28/05/2013WRB01650School Enrolments

28/05/2013WRB0170066. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plan regarding the 
upcoming legislation on enrolment policy; the effect that this legislation will have on some of 
the more common enrolment policies such as siblings already attending schools; the child’s age 
and the catchment area; if there will be a procedure for parents to enrol their children in more 
than one school in order to ensure their chances of receiving a place in the locality; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [25041/13]

28/05/2013WRB01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In bringing forward legisla-
tive proposals, I do not want to unnecessarily intrude into how schools do their business. Our 
aim is to ensure that schools decide on applications for enrolment in a structured, fair and trans-
parent manner. The legislative proposals will be published in draft form to facilitate a full public 
discussion. I will be reflecting carefully on the views expressed in the consultation process to 
ensure they strike the right balance between school autonomy and fairness in our education 
system.  The draft legislation will make it clear that some methods of controlling admissions 
that are not fair or transparent will no longer be permitted. Other than these methods, schools 
will continue to have autonomy on the oversubscription criteria that they operate. Any school 
that is faithful to the Education Act in relation to providing maximum access will have nothing 
to fear from the proposals.

28/05/2013WRB01850School Transport Provision

28/05/2013WRB0190067. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satis-
fied the traversable route policy being applied to the allocation of school transport is being ap-
plied fairly; if he is satisfied that roads which are not passable by buses or coaches are not being 
included for measurement purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25043/13]

28/05/2013WRB02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
From the outset of the scheme, the measurement of the shortest traversable route from a child’s 
home to the relevant education centre has been used to determine whether or not a child quali-
fies for school transport based on the distance criteria.  To clarify, for measurement purposes 
this may be via either a pedestrian or vehicular route and the shortest route between home and 
school is not necessarily the route that the school bus takes. Bus Éireann Inspectors located 
throughout the country conduct these distance measurements and a GIS distance measurement 
solution may also be used to confirm the distance involved.

In cases where the distance to qualify is marginal or is in dispute, vehicles fitted with cali-
brated measuring devices which measure the distance down to the nearest metre are used in 
order to establish the exact distance.  I am satisfied with the current requirements for determin-
ing eligibility.

28/05/2013WRB02050Suicide Prevention

28/05/2013WRB0210068. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
considered the recent findings of the published report Suicide in Ireland 2003-2008, in par-
ticular the recommendation contained in the report that a national review of psychoeducation 
and mental health literacy needs to be considered and that an intensive and evaluated approach 
to suicide intervention needs to be brought forward in schools; if he will be making provision 
in his Department’s expenditure in 2013 and 2014 to introduce positive measures for suicide 
intervention awareness in schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25460/13]

28/05/2013WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the recently 
published report to which the Deputy refers. I am also aware of the serious problem of youth 
suicide and of the role that schools can play in the area of prevention and ensuring the education 
system is more responsive to those with emotional or mental health difficulties.  I can inform 
the Deputy that last January I launched the Well-Being in Post-Primary Schools: Guidelines for 
Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention, which were developed by my Department in 
conjunction with the Department of Health. They are informed by consultation with key educa-
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tion partners and by the findings of recent research. The guidelines provide practical guidance 
to post-primary schools on how they can promote mental health and well-being in an integrated 
way and they also provide evidence-based advice on how to support young people who may be 
at risk of suicidal behaviour. 

The Guidelines have been developed to bring coherence to and build upon the multitude of 
practices that are already in place in schools to promote well-being. They emphasise the need 
to integrate all elements by using a coordinated whole-school approach in the promotion of 
positive mental health. This involves building and integrating school self-evaluation processes, 
implementing the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum, developing the 
whole-school guidance plan, adopting the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) 
continuum of support, and building effective inter-agency relationships. Support for schools 
will be integrated into existing CPD work plans for the SPHE support service and will be co-
ordinated nationally in collaboration with NEPS and HSE to ensure a streamlined approach. 
Copies of the Guidelines have been circulated to schools authorities.

In addition in the same period I had published, along with my colleague, Minister Fitzgerald, 
an Action Plan on Bullying which sets out twelve actions to help prevent and tackle bullying in 
primary and second level schools. I have ring-fenced €500,000 to support implementation of 
these actions this year.  Officials from my Department have already commenced work on the 
implementation of the actions. In particular, an awareness raising initiative on cyber bullying 
targeted at young people is already underway and my Department is supporting the Stand Up! 
Awareness Week Against Homophobic & Transphobic Bullying in second level schools which 
took place in March.

Work has also commenced on developing new anti-bullying procedures for schools in con-
sultation with the school management bodies, teacher unions and national parents councils. 
These new procedures are due to issue to schools for the start of the next school year. Prelimi-
nary work has commenced on other aspects of the Action Plan on Bullying. Implementation 
will continue in the coming months.

In addition, the Framework for Junior Cycle, published in October 2012, is underpinned by 
8 principles one of which is “Wellbeing”, Through Wellbeing “the student experience will con-
tribute directly to their physical, mental, emotional and social wellbeing and resilience. Learn-
ing takes place in a climate focused on collective wellbeing of school, community and society”. 
The Framework contains 24 Statements of Learning which students should experience. One of 
these statements aims to ensure that the student “takes action to safeguard and promote his/her 
wellbeing and that of others”. 

In addition, there are six key skills required for successful learning by students across the 
curriculum and for learning beyond school. One of the six key skills of Junior Cycle is “Stay-
ing Well”.  As part of the revised Junior Cycle, short courses are being prepared by the NCCA 
not only in PE but also in SPHE and will be available for schools from September 2014. These 
courses may be assessed as a part of the School Certificate in the new Junior Cycle.

28/05/2013WRB02250Early Child Care Education Issues

28/05/2013WRB0230069. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of per-
sonnel in whole-time equivalent terms who have been appointed to assist with implementing 
Aistear and Síolta at preschool and primary level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25482/13]
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28/05/2013WRB02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Síolta and Aistear represent 
a comprehensive set of national practice guidelines which support the development of qual-
ity early childhood care and education in Ireland. Both Frameworks are based upon extensive 
research evidence on best practice in early childhood education and care and also have been 
developed through extensive consultation with all interested parties including parents, teachers, 
the broad range of staff working in early childhood care and education settings and children 
themselves.  Implementation of these Frameworks to date has involved:

- Raising awareness of the contents of each framework though publication and dissemina-
tion of information, e.g., Síolta and Aistear manuals and guidelines; Aistear tip sheets for par-
ents; Aistear Toolkit (online)

- Collaboration with City and County Childcare Committees, Voluntary Childcare Organi-
sations in the development and delivery of the Síolta Quality Assurance Programme field test; 
establishment of the Aistear in Action Initiative (a collaboration between NCCA and Early 
Childhood Ireland) and the Aistear Tutor Initiative (a collaboration between NCCA and the 
network of Education Centres). Implementation of these Frameworks has had to be done within 
existing resources and additional personnel have not been assigned.

28/05/2013WRB02450Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRB0250070. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding will im-
mediately be made available for the refurbishment, redevelopment and extension of a school 
(details supplied) in Dublin 15. [25463/13]

28/05/2013WRB02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning. The design 
team is currently working on the completion of the Stage 2(a) submission.  When Stage 2(a) 
is approved, the project will then progress to stage 2(b) which includes applications for plan-
ning permission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability Access Certification and the preparation 
of tender documents.

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 
5 year construction programme.  School building projects previously initiated but not included 
in the current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed to final planning 
stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the 
future.

28/05/2013WRB02650School Patronage

28/05/2013WRB0270071. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills in respect of 
the announcement that eight new English medium schools are to be established in 2015/16, the 
processes his Department are putting in place to measure and assess the demand for the provi-
sion of an Aonad, Irish medium unit; the processes that are in place to measure this demand; the 
requirements there are on patrons to actively offer Irish-medium provision; and the supports his 
Department will provide to patrons who wish to establish an Aonad. [25391/13]

28/05/2013WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the new arrangements  
that I put in place for the establishment of new post-primary schools, prospective patrons must 
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agree to establish an Aonad within an English-medium school subject to parental demand.  I 
have made this known publicly and the matter was addressed at a recent information meet-
ing that my Department held with prospective patrons.  The measurement and assessment of 
parental demand for the commencement of an Aonad in these new schools will be a matter 
for the patron bodies to treat locally in the first instance.  Parents will have the opportunity to 
express their wishes when they are being canvassed by patron bodies for support in this regard.  
The usual resources in terms of teaching and accommodation will be provided where any new 
Aonad is established.  The Deputy will be interested to know that I recently approved 3 new 
stand alone Gaelcholáistí to commence operation between 2013 and 2014.

28/05/2013WRB02850School Curriculum

28/05/2013WRB0290072. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update on consultations he has had with regard to junior certificate reform; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25494/13]

28/05/2013WRB03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There was extensive con-
sultation over many months with stakeholders in relation to the NCCA document “Towards a 
Framework for Junior Cycle.” The plans for a revised Junior Cycle, as announced by me last 
October, reflect the content of the “Towards a Framework” document. However, my proposals 
do go further in relation to assessment – and the move away from a terminal exam to school 
based assessment based on the evidence in support of this.

My Department has established an Education Partners Consultation Group to provide all 
the education stakeholders with a formal medium for assisting in the planning of the phased 
implementation of the Junior Cycle.  In recent months officials from my Department have held 
information sessions for principals and deputy principals around the country. This was a two-
way process allowing school management to highlight to the Department both the opportunities 
and challenges of the reform.  Their concerns will be considered as the Framework is rolled out 
over the next 7 years.

I have received a copy of the ASTI report on their consultation process which I am consider-
ing.  In the autumn an extensive continuing professional development programme will begin. 
The voices of teachers will be heard throughout the phased implementation process.

28/05/2013WRB03050Schools Refurbishment

28/05/2013WRB0310073. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will reinstate 
the minor works grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25488/13]

28/05/2013WRB03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): When the Minor Works Grant 
last issued in November 2011 for the school year 2011/2012, I stated that given the need to fo-
cus on meeting the demand for additional school places, it was unlikely that funding would be 
available for the Minor Works Grant in the coming years. This is borne out by the fact that in 
2012, 85% of the capital expenditure in the school sector was in respect of large scale projects, 
additional accommodation and prefab replacement. The balance was expended on site acqui-
sition, emergency works, furniture and equipment provision and commitments arising from 
earlier years.  The capital allocation that is available for the school sector in 2013 is expected 
to have a similar spend pattern as was the case in 2012 and at this time there are no plans to 
reinstate the Minor Works Grant.
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28/05/2013WRB03250Modern Language Teaching

28/05/2013WRB0330074. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to reinstate 
the modern languages in primary schools initiative; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25498/13]

28/05/2013WRB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The initiative referred to by 
the Deputy came to an end last June.  I have no plans to review the decision to end the modern 
languages in primary schools initiative.  The Department’s language policy, as detailed in the 
Government’s National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy (2011), is that pupils will learn two 
languages, English and Irish in primary schools.

As part of the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy, the National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment is currently developing an integrated language curriculum for primary 
schools.  While the focus of this curriculum will be on English and Irish, the integrated ap-
proach should help children to transfer skills acquired in one language to other languages and 
so establish a sound foundation for the learning of a foreign language in post-primary school. 
An integrated language curriculum would enable teachers to achieve learning efficiencies by 
explicitly drawing children’s attention to similarities and differences between their languages.

28/05/2013WRB03450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRB0350075. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the allocation of 
resource hours he proposes for children with Down’s syndrome designated as mild on the intel-
lectual disability spectrum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25477/13]

28/05/2013WRB0360096. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
presentation made recently in the Oireachtas by Down’s Syndrome Ireland and the fact that 
Down’s syndrome is not included in one of the 11 low incidence disabilities that qualified for 
resource teaching hours; and his views on whether Down’s syndrome should be reclassified as 
a low incidence disability. [25402/13]

28/05/2013WRB03700266. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the recommendations and advice that was given to him by the National 
Council for Special Education in relation to extending dedicated resource hours to Down’s syn-
drome children with a mild intellectual disability; his plans, if any, in relation to this issue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25588/13]

28/05/2013WRB03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 75, 96 and 266 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down’s syndrome, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down’s syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teach-
ing support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) 
of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
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individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.  Pupils with Down’s 
syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general learning disability, or 
under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed Syndrome, in conjunc-
tion with another Low Incidence disability.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to 
any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.  My Department re-
quested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down’s syndrome should be reclassified as 
a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability, in the context 
of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational system supports children 
with special educational needs in schools.

The NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  The report recom-
mends that under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, chil-
dren should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by 
disability category.  The NCSE has recommended that in the short-term, pupils with Down’s 
syndrome pupils who are in the Mild General Learning Difficulty (Mild GLD) category should 
continue to be supported by schools’ Learning Support allocation in the same way as other 
pupils with a Mild GLD.  It has not been recommended that an exception should be made for 
children with Down’s syndrome who are in the mild general learning difficulty range, over 
other children who are in the mild range and who also may have other co-morbid conditions.

However, the NCSE report states that it is confident that the introduction of a new allocation 
model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with mild general learning disabilities, 
including children with Down’s syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be 
supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process.  In the 
meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning support granted 
to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their needs.  I have 
requested the NCSE to immediately proceed to establish a Working Group in order to develop 
a proposal for consideration for a new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as one of the 
principal recommendations of the report.

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 48.

28/05/2013WRB03950Teachers’ Remuneration

28/05/2013WRB0400077. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the numbers of teachers working casual hours or as substitutes who are be-
ing paid a rate given to unqualified people, meaning they are paid a daily rate of €115 instead of 
€159 and where others are being paid the old salary scale instead of the revised scale approved 
in autumn 2012. [25399/13]

28/05/2013WRB04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are currently 284 sub-
stitute and casual teachers in receipt of the daily unqualified rate of €115.  I am pleased to in-
form the Deputy that these teachers will be paid on the correct rates of pay with effect from the 
20th June 2013.  Any arrears owed to them will be issued on the same date.
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28/05/2013WRB04150Third Level Fees

28/05/2013WRB0420078. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
plans of UCC to make medicine students cover the full cost of their accommodation for train-
ing placements required as part of their course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25493/13]

28/05/2013WRB04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The position is that higher 
education institutions, including universities such as UCC, are autonomous bodies and I have 
no role in their day to day operational affairs including issues such as costs incurred by students 
for training placements. Such matters are the responsibility of the management authority and 
governing body of the University.

28/05/2013WRC00150Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRC0020079. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on con-
cerns expressed regarding the decision to merge An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachtaí agus 
Gaelscolaíochta with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment; if he intends to deal 
with these concerns by introducing legislation to ensure that the board of COGG does not come 
under the control of the board of the NCCA; if he will ensure that the budget of COGG is ring-
fenced and that the NCCA will not exercise any control over the budget of COGG; his further 
views on whether it would be better to revoke the decision to merge these bodies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25508/13]

28/05/2013WRC00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have made my decision to 
co-locate COGG and the NCCA.  I informed and fully discussed this decision with Cabinet last 
November.  I believe co-location will better facilitate the implementation of the recommenda-
tions not only of the 20 Year Strategy for Irish, 2010 - 2030, but also The Gaeltacht Act 2012 
and the curricular reform currently under way for primary and post-primary education.  Fund-
ing for COGG will be provided as a dedicated subhead within the NCCA budget from 2014.  
It will be ring-fenced for COGG activities since it is important that I ensure there is sustained 
investment available to support the Irish Language.  I believe the collaborative co-location 
approach will create opportunities for more positive outcomes for our schools and generate 
greater student proficiency in the Irish language.

28/05/2013WRC00350Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

28/05/2013WRC0040080. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure that 
students at a college (details suppplied) in Dublin 10 will have access to Irish certification and 
be eligible to apply for grants. [25048/13]

28/05/2013WRC00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the College referred to by the Deputy is an approved post-leaving certificate centre which 
is managed and funded by City of Dublin Vocational Educational Committee from funding pro-
vided by my Department.  Post-leaving certificate centres provide further education courses up 
to Level 6 on the National Framework of Qualifications.  However, my Department has facili-
tated the provision by the college of a course accredited by a third level institution at Level 8 on 
the NFQ for a number of years and continues to do so as an exceptional measure.  Section 7 of 
the Student Support Act 2011 outlines the position with regard to approved institutions for the 
purposes of student grants.  The college is comprehended within section 7(1)(d) of the Act as an 
education institution in the State in receipt of grants out of moneys provided by the Oireachtas 
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for the provision of post-leaving certificate courses.  I have no plans to designate further educa-
tion centres as approved third level institutions for the purposes of the student grant scheme.

28/05/2013WRC00550Student Grant Scheme Reform

28/05/2013WRC0060081. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
on whether the pursuit of radical reductions by his Department in public sector costs under-
mined the ability of SUSI to provide for vulnerable students in view of the claims made by 
the Union of Students in Ireland following an independent report conducted by Accenture. 
[25388/13]

28/05/2013WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For the 2012-13 academic 
year, Student Universal Support Ireland was staffed to the level that had been requested.  For 
2013-14, additional resources recommended by the Independent Review carried out by Accen-
ture have already been sanctioned.  The sanction of the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform was received on 15 May 2013 for 23 additional seasonal Clerical Officer level posts, 
thereby increasing the number of Whole Time Equivalents to 88.  In addition, three manage-
ment posts at Assistant Principal level have been approved.  This will help to ensure qualifying 
students have their applications assessed as quickly as possible.

28/05/2013WRC00750Teacher Training Provision

28/05/2013WRC0080082. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way new teach-
ers will manage to gain the hours necessary to complete their probation if he radically reduces 
the substitute teaching hours available as a result of proposals included in the Croke Park 2 
agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25497/13]

28/05/2013WRC00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The revised proposals put 
forward by the Labour Relations Commission for the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-
16 provide for additional time under the supervision and substitution scheme to be used in the 
following ways: from the start of the 2013-14 school year, for all uncertified sick leave absences 
in schools, subject to normal alleviation measures in schools; and from the start of the 2014-15 
school year, for the first day of force majeure leave and illness in family leave.  While these 
measures will reduce the overall use of substitute teachers, new teachers will still be able to gain 
the hours necessary to complete their period of probation in the normal manner.  The public 
service trade unions are considering these proposals.  I do not think that it would be helpful to 
this ongoing process for me to comment or elaborate on proposals which were carefully con-
structed by the LRC.

28/05/2013WRC00950Teacher Training Provision

28/05/2013WRC0100083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the efforts he 
has made to assist students of teacher training colleges to meet the costs of Gaeltacht place-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25492/13]

28/05/2013WRC01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the Government’s 
budgetary considerations and the Comprehensive Expenditure Review carried out in 2011, it 
was decided to abolish payments by this Department towards the cost of attendance at Gael-
tacht courses by initial teacher education students with effect from September 2012.  To assist 
with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, students who are in receipt of a student grant which 
includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have qualified for a full fee grant but for the Free Fees 
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Schemes, can apply for funding towards travel and accommodation costs under the field trip 
element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms and conditions of the scheme.  Apart from 
the student grant system, in circumstances of particular need students may apply for support 
under the Student Assistance Fund. Information in relation to this fund is available through the 
Access Officer in the third level institution attended.

28/05/2013WRC01150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRC0120084. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he foresees 
the full implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004; 
and his plans to ensure the effective assessment and planning for students with special educa-
tional needs. [25457/13]

28/05/2013WRC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a significant number of sections of the Education for Persons with Special Educational 
Needs (EPSEN) Act have been commenced, principally those establishing the National Coun-
cil for Special Education (NCSE) and those promoting an inclusive approach to the education 
of children with special educational needs.  In light of the difficult economic situation and the 
significant costs involved, the previous Government deferred the full implementation of EP-
SEN.  The National Council for Special Education had suggested that additional investment 
over a period of years of up to €235 million per annum, across the education and health sectors, 
would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act.  My Department’s view is that the level 
of investment required would now be greater than that envisaged in the NCSE report.  Given 
the costs involved and current fiscal constraints, addressing this issue will be very challenging.  
I will consider how we can develop a plan to implement the objectives of the EPSEN Act to 
deliver improved educational outcomes for students with special needs.  Last year, my Depart-
ment asked the NCSE to provide policy advice on how the education system can best support 
children with special educational needs.  This advice will guide the preparation of a plan on 
how aspects of EPSEN can be implemented, including the prioritising of access to children with 
special needs to an individual education plan.

The NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published.  Whereas the report recommends that the EPSEN Act be fully implement-
ed as soon as possible, the report also states that the NCSE recognises that the current economic 
climate makes it unlikely that the Government will be able to implement this recommendation 
in the short to medium term.  While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the 
NCSE has made a number of recommendations aimed at developing a better or more effective 
alternative to the current resource allocation model, which aims to move the system towards 
ultimate implementation of the EPSEN Act.  The NCSE report on Supporting Children with 
Special Educational Needs in Schools is available on the NCSE website, www.ncse.ie.  The 
recommendations in the Report will require indepth and detailed examination.  I have asked my 
Department to carefully review the recommendations and report back to me on them.  I am con-
scious that in making any changes to our supports for children with Special Educational Needs, 
we need to protect the gains we have made.  Therefore, I would like to give an assurance that 
consultation will be a key aspect in the implementation of any of the report’s recommendations.

28/05/2013WRC01350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRC0140085. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he plans 
to take in relation to the recommendations of the recently published report by the National 
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Council for Special Education entitled Supporting Students with Special Educational Needs in 
Schools; if he will provide a timeframe for this action; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25510/13]

28/05/2013WRC0150091. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will implement 
one of the key recommendations contained in the National Council for Special Education re-
port, Supporting Students with Special Educational Needs in Schools, that the link between 
allocation based on category of disability should be changed to one of allocation based on need. 
[25395/13]

28/05/2013WRC01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 85 and 91 together.

Last year, I requested the NCSE to review and make recommendations on the supports that 
we provide to children with special educational needs and how they are allocated, to ensure 
we are delivering the best possible educational experience and outcomes for our children.  The 
NCSE has published its policy advice on Support Students with Special Educational Needs in 
Schools, which is available on its website, www.ncse.ie.  The NCSE report makes it clear that 
parents and schools are very happy with many aspects of the current system.  However, the 
NCSE also considers that there are concerns in relation to some aspects of our current system, 
under the headings of Enrolment, Assessments and Supports for children with Special Educa-
tional Needs and their allocation.  The report makes 28 detailed recommendations which the 
NCSE feels would help to address these issues.

The recommendations in the report are interesting and significant.  They deserve indepth 
and detailed examination and exploration.  That is why I have asked my Department to care-
fully review the recommendations and report back to me on them.  The report recommends that 
under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, children should be 
allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by disability category.  
I have requested the NCSE to immediately proceed to establish a Working Group in order to 
develop a proposal for consideration for a new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as 
one of the principal recommendations of the report. This proposal will then be considered by 
my Department.  I am conscious that in making any changes to our supports for children with 
Special Educational Needs, we need to protect the gains we have made.  Therefore, I would like 
to give an assurance that consultation will be a key aspect in the implementation of any of these 
recommendations.

28/05/2013WRC01650Student Retention Rates

28/05/2013WRC0170086. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form, the number of students who were forced to drop out of college as a 
result of problems in the way third level grant applications were processed by Student Universal 
Support Ireland. [25387/13]

28/05/2013WRC01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Information in relation to 
students who drop out of college is not available in the format requested.  The Deputy would be 
aware that affordability is just one of the factors that impact on students’ continued participation 
in higher education.  There are a range of wider factors that also impact on participation, includ-
ing social and cultural issues, prior academic attainment and teacher and parental expectations.

28/05/2013WRC01850Fee Paying Schools

28/05/2013WRC0190087. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pri-
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vate schools his Department are in negotiations with regarding entry into the free fees scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25500/13]

28/05/2013WRC02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I assume the Deputy is re-
ferring to fee-charging schools at post-primary level.  Twelve schools have made contact with 
the Department.  The level of engagement to date varies from school to school.  Where the 
authorities of a school approach the Department about entering the Free Education scheme, it 
is because they are concerned about the future viability of the school and wish to explore all 
options in considering the future of the school.  I have made it clear that my Department will 
engage constructively with any fee-charging school that is considering how best to secure its 
future.  Any approach to my Department will be considered on an individual school-by-school 
basis, taking account of the significance of the provision concerned in terms of diversity and 
overall demand for school places in the locality served by a school.  On the basis of the analysis 
I published earlier this year on the income from fees available to fee-charging schools, I expect 
that a minority of the fee-charging schools will wish to engage with my Department in planning 
for their future.

28/05/2013WRC02050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRC0210088. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the choice for students on the autism spectrum who are being educated in mainstream 
classrooms to take part in summer camps being organised in schools where it is available to 
them as part of the July provision scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25503/13]

28/05/2013WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The purpose of the July Edu-
cation Programme is to extend the school year for children with Autism and with Severe or Pro-
found General Learning Disabilities to assist participating children in maintaining their learn-
ing.  The programme is normally run over the month of July.  Where school-based provision 
is not feasible, 10 hours per week home-based provision may be grant-aided to eligible pupils.  
Summer Camps are not a feature of the July provision scheme, which is intended primarily to 
ensure the  continuation of the child’s education during the month of July.

28/05/2013WRD00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRD0020089. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will 
take to address the increasing numbers of special needs pupils at primary level in view of the 
curtailment in funding to support such pupils; if he has assessed the impact of the curtailment 
of special needs assistants on children with special needs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25045/13]

28/05/2013WRD00300103. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
additional students he expects in the primary and secondary system from September 2013; if 
he will increase the number of special needs assistants and resource teachers to match demand 
and avoid services to existing students being cut; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25491/13]

28/05/2013WRD00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 89 and 103 together.

The Programme for Government sets out that education will be a priority for this Govern-
ment and that we will endeavour to protect and enhance the educational experience of children, 
young people and students.  Approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department – some 
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€1.3 billion – was spent in support of children with Special Educational Needs in 2011/12. 
The provision for the 2012/13 school year is in line with expenditure last year and shows that 
despite the current economic difficulties, the overall level of funding for special education has 
been retained.

I wish to clarify also that the number of Special Needs Assistants and Resource and Learn-
ing Support Teachers has been maintained. Approximately 10,000 posts have been provided 
for Resource and Learning Support Teachers for the current school year and 10,575 posts have 
been provided for Special Needs Assistants. These are at the same levels as last year. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of resource teaching 
hours and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools.  The NCSE operates within my De-
partment’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the staffing 
resources available to my Department.

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support for 
the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013. The NCSE are currently processing these appli-
cations and schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation 
for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications 
received.  As part of the assessment of applications received for 2013/14, the NCSE will be in 
a position to consider whether there has been increased demand for supports this year, arising 
from demographic growth or other factors, and will be in a position to advise of the demand for 
supports for the coming school year. 

The position in relation to the allocations which will be made to schools for the coming 
school year will be considered in light of the number of applications for support received by the 
NCSE and the need to remain within the staffing limits set by the Government’s Employment 
Control Framework. 

28/05/2013WRD00450School Textbooks

28/05/2013WRD0050090. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures he 
intends to implement as part of the State support for reducing the financial burden on parents 
when clothing and equipping their children for school; and his plans to introduce a mandatory 
code of practice to better regulate the publication of school text books. [25390/13]

28/05/2013WRD00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Tackling the costs associated 
with school is a major priority of mine and there are practical steps that schools can take to 
reduce these costs for parents.  One such step is the establishment of Textbook Rental Schemes 
by schools. I am very much in favour of schools establishing such schemes. Schools that have 
such rental schemes can save parents up to 80% of the cost of buying new books. Because of 
this, I launched “Guidelines for Developing Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools” on 28 Janu-
ary 2013. The Guidelines provide practical advice to primary and post-primary schools on how 
rental schemes can be established and operated. 

These Guidelines, along with a Guide for Parents to inform them of how the schemes oper-
ate and how parents can help schools to establish and run them, are currently being sent out to 
every school in the country and are also available on my Department’s website. They were also 
made available for the websites of both national parents’ councils, Barnardos and the society of 
St Vincent de Paul.  In addition, I received a commitment from the Irish Educational Publishers 
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Association to limit the publication of new editions of textbooks and to maintain editions of 
books in print, unchanged for at least six years. The publishers have assured me that they would 
sell books for rental schemes to schools at substantial discounts. 

I have also previously put on the record of this House my support for any measures that 
can be put in place to reduce uniform costs for parents including measures such as the use of 
generic type uniforms or the use of “sew on” crests.  I have raised this matter informally with 
the National Parents Council at primary level and I recommended that the National Parents 
Councils – Primary and Post Primary mobilise parents associations to raise this issue with 
school authorities.  It is very important that all schools are sensitive to the financial pressures 
on parents in making decisions, not just about school uniforms or books, but about any matter 
that has cost implications for parents.

 Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 85.

28/05/2013WRD00675Early Child Care Education Issues

28/05/2013WRD0070092. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the early 
childhood care and education joint evaluation undertaken by the Health Service Executive and 
his Department to assess the levels of quality in State funded early childhood education provi-
sion was completed; the reason the report has not been published; the date when same will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25504/13]

28/05/2013WRD00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The joint pilot inspection 
carried out by my Department’s Inspectorate and the HSE’s pre-school Inspectorate arose from 
an action included in the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy.  Under this action, the 
two Inspectorates were required to co-operate on the development and pilot testing of a joint 
inspection arrangement for evaluation of early years provision in pre-schools funded the ECCE 
initiative.  The report was presented to both my Department and the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs in November 2012.  Arising from the findings of the joint evaluation, the two 
Departments are currently considering how best to develop and implement improved quality 
assurance processes for ECCE in the future. When the deliberations have concluded the report 
will be placed in the public domain.

28/05/2013WRD00850Student Grant Scheme Administration

28/05/2013WRD0090093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will indi-
cate having regard to the experience to date, the extent to which particular administrative issues 
have been identified in the way Student Universal Support Ireland has dealt with higher edu-
cation grant applications with particular reference to the delays experienced by applicants; if 
particular issues have been identified as being of pivotal importance in the future with particular 
reference to the need to achieve a reliable, efficient, cost-effective and transparent service; the 
extent to which comparisons have been made with the previous system whereby individual lo-
cal authorities dealt with applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25454/13]

28/05/2013WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The City of Dublin VEC 
commissioned an external review of SUSI, to identify the causes of the difficulties and to set 
out a specific programme of action to address them, so as to ensure that similar difficulties and 
delays will not be experienced for 2013/14. The Review examined the business systems and 
processes deployed by SUSI and assessed their adequacy in delivering on the overall business 
goals and objectives of reforming the administration of student grants.
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I am informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in line with recommenda-
tions in the Review and in preparation for the 2013/2014 Academic year, both the online ap-
plication system and the application assessment process are being further developed to enhance 
their effectiveness and efficiency and respond to experiences from year 1. The online applica-
tion system has opened on May 20th a number of weeks earlier than for the 2012/13 academic 
year.  For new applicants going to or returning to college for the 2013/2014 academic year, new 
initiatives will make their application to SUSI more efficient this year. The initiatives include 
direct information sharing with SUSI from Government Bodies and Agencies including the 
Revenue Commissioners, Department of Social Protection, General Register Office (GRO) and 
the Central Applications Office (CAO). These links will reduce significantly the number of 
documents required. 

In addition to these developments core staff are now on site. These trained and experienced 
staff are cross functional and a number of these staff are now fully proficient in specialist ar-
eas such as self-employed/farming, appeals and nationality. Revised document management 
process and systems are in place and a tracking system is being developed which will allow 
students to follow the progress of their application online and reduce call centre volumes.  Com-
parisons with the previous year show that by the 20th January 2013 the number of applications 
processed were 18% ahead of those at the same date in 2012.

28/05/2013WRD01050Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRD0110094. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
details of his proposals to provide school extensions for schools (details supplied) in County 
Dublin where both schools are in the same campus and where both schools have been listed in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25042/13]

28/05/2013WRD01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project at 
the schools referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of Architectural Planning.  The Boards 
of Management and their Design Team have recently been authorised to proceed to complete 
Stage 2A of Architectural Planning, which is the Developed Sketch Design Stage.  Due to com-
peting demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the lim-
ited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet increasing 
demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the five year construc-
tion programme announced in March 2012.  School building projects, including the project re-
ferred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction programme, 
but which were previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in 
anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the future.

28/05/2013WRD01250Teacher Recruitment

28/05/2013WRD0130095. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a state-
ment by the Association of Secondary Teachers of Ireland’s general secretary (details supplied) 
that the difficulties facing newly qualified teachers in securing permanent positions is impacting 
on the quality of the State’s education service; and if he will consider the establishment of a 
panel system of entry to second level teaching which would provide some form of employment 
security for teachers. [25403/13]

28/05/2013WRD01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The revised proposals put 
forward by the Labour Relations Commission for the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-
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2016 contain a number of commitments to help newly qualified teachers secure permanent po-
sitions in the Education sector.  An Expert Group is to be established to consider and report on 
the level of fixed-term and part-time employment in teaching, having regard to the importance 
for teachers of employment stability and security.  In addition, the agreement includes propos-
als to establish a supplementary panel for teachers who have had sustained periods of employ-
ment with more than one school/VEC over an extended period of time.  The public service 
trade unions are currently considering the outcome of these negotiations. In light of that, I do 
not think that it would be helpful to this ongoing process for me to comment or elaborate upon 
proposals which were carefully constructed by the LRC.

 Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 75.

28/05/2013WRD01475Special Educational Needs Staffing

28/05/2013WRD0150097. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
the role of the special needs assistant; and his plans to broaden the scope of the role to further 
facilitate the needs of children with special educational needs. [25458/13]

28/05/2013WRD01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that my Department has published a Value for Money (VFM) and Policy Analysis Review 
of the Special Needs Assistant scheme. This review is available on my Departments website: 
www.education.gov.ie.

The Review has shown that the SNA Scheme has been successful in supporting schools in 
meeting the needs of students with disabilities who also have significant care needs. However, 
the review also found that the allocation process is generally not well understood within schools 
and by parents nor is the purpose of the Scheme fully understood. The review recommended 
that the SNA scheme should be restated to ensure an efficient allocation of SNA resources and 
to clarify the ‘care’ nature of the SNA role for parents, schools and professionals. However, the 
review did not recommend expanding the role of the SNA.

The National Council for Special Education also recently published its report on Supporting 
Students with Special Educational Needs in Schools, which recommended that my Department 
should clarify the role of the SNA, as recommended in the recent VFM report. It is my intention 
that a new Circular be issued to schools in the near future which will provide clarification for 
schools and parents with regard to the role of the SNA.

28/05/2013WRD01650Teachers’ Remuneration

28/05/2013WRD0170098. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills the salary level on 
which new teachers will be hired from September 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25496/13]

28/05/2013WRD01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teachers are employed by 
the managerial authorities of schools. An appropriately  qualified and registered teacher being 
appointed for the first time in September 2013 will commence on a salary scale of €30,702 per 
annum.  The full salary scales for appropriately qualified and registered teachers being appoint-
ed for the first time with effect from the 1st February 2012 are outlined in my Departments’ 
Circular 8/2013. The Circular is available on my Departments’ website.
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28/05/2013WRD01850School Staffing

28/05/2013WRD0190099. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
his policy on the staffing ratios in small rural schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25044/13]

28/05/2013WRD02000114. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will halt 
the increase of pupil requirement thresholds for teaching posts for two, three and four teacher 
schools at the 2012-13 academic year levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25438/13]

28/05/2013WRD02100115. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether 55 children across eight streams in just two classrooms is an acceptable scenario; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25439/13]

28/05/2013WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 99, 114 and 115 together.

The Deputies will be aware that in the context of Budget 2012, I announced a three year 
phased adjustment to increase the relevant pupil thresholds for small schools with four teachers 
or less.  The staffing arrangements in small primary schools are considerably more favourable 
than other medium to larger schools. The budget measure is focused on dealing with this cost 
premium, on a phased basis, through progressively increasing the pupil thresholds for the al-
location of classroom teachers in small primary schools. This budget measure relates to the 
number of teachers allocated to small primary schools and there are no plans to change it.

This Government has protected education as much as it can. In these extremely challenging 
times, all public servants are being asked to deliver our public services on a reduced level of 
resources and teachers in small schools cannot be immune from this requirement.  The value for 
money review of small primary school provision is at an advanced stage of preparation. I expect 
to publish the review and I look forward to debating its findings at that stage.

28/05/2013WRD02250School Accommodation

28/05/2013WRD02300100. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are any 
instances in which his Department is paying rental for prefabricated classrooms in schools for 
the purpose of use as autism units but where an autism unit has not been opened; if he will 
list the proposed autism units which are not yet opened but where the buildings/prefabs are in 
place; the cost of these unused accommodations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25392/13]

28/05/2013WRD02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is unaware 
of instances where rental grant for prefabricated classrooms has been provided to schools for 
autism units and where such units have not yet opened. Grants are provided where the need 
to establish such units has been established and approved by the National Council for Special 
Education. However, if the Deputy has a specific school in mind, he might wish to provide the 
details to my Department and I will arrange to check out the position.

28/05/2013WRD02450Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

28/05/2013WRD02500101. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills in the context of the 
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uniqueness of a college (details supplied) in Dublin 12, if he will lift the cap on student num-
bers. [25047/13]

28/05/2013WRD02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The total number of approved places available nationwide under the PLC programme 
is 32,688. My Department is not in a position to increase this number as there is a continuing 
requirement to plan and control staff numbers and to manage expenditure within the context 
of overall educational policy and provision.  The College referred to by the Deputy is operated 
as an approved Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) centre by City of Dublin Vocational Education 
Committee (CDVEC). Resources are allocated by my Department under the PLC programme 
to CDVEC and further distribution of these resources to colleges under its remit, including this 
college, is a matter for CDVEC. 

28/05/2013WRD02650Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRD02700102. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure that 
the extension to a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15 is at tender stage in time to qualify for 
the stimulus package as announced in 2012. [25462/13]

28/05/2013WRD02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. Due 
to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise 
the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet 
increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year 
construction programme announced in March 2012.  School building projects, including the 
project referred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction 
programme, but which were previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final plan-
ning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department 
in the future.

  Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 89.

28/05/2013WRD02875Institutes of Technology Issues

28/05/2013WRD02900104. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of the investigation by the Higher Education Authority that is to examine the expense 
claims by institutes of technology including its terms of reference; and the projected timescale 
for when it is to be completed. [25401/13]

28/05/2013WRD03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have requested the Higher 
Education Authority (HEA) to undertake an evaluation of Governing Body expenses in the In-
stitutes of Technology. The evaluation will cover the financial years 2009/2010, 2010/2011 and 
2011/2012. It is expected that the HEA will present their report on the evaluation to my Depart-
ment in the third quarter of this year.

28/05/2013WRD03050Summer Works Scheme

28/05/2013WRD03100105. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be a 
summer works scheme this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25490/13]
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28/05/2013WRD03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In view of the need to priori-
tise available funding for the provision of essential school accommodation, it is not possible 
for me to advance with a summer works programme in 2013. My Department’s over-riding 
objective is to ensure that every child has access to a physical school place. To ensure that this 
is achieved, the delivery of major school projects to meet significant demographic demands na-
tionally will be the main focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years. The Five 
Year school building programme is focused on meeting those demographic needs. 

28/05/2013WRD03250Tax Code

28/05/2013WRD03300106. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the discussions he 
has had with the Department of Finance regarding the removal of VAT from e-books; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25502/13]

28/05/2013WRD03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The rate of VAT charged on 
educational e-books is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law. Under the EU VAT Direc-
tive, electronic publications are treated as the supply of a service liable at the standard rate of 
VAT.  There is no option under EU VAT law to exempt e-books from VAT or to apply a reduced 
rate to them.

This issue is of concern not only in Ireland but in a number of EU member states. The EU 
Commission published a white paper on the future of VAT with the objective of delivering a fu-
ture VAT system tailored for the Single Market. The Commission also carried out an extensive 
consultation process.  A summary report of the outcomes of the public consultation process is 
now available.  It is worth noting that the report states that there was an almost unanimous call 
for equal treatment of printed books and e-books.  

I have brought my concerns to the attention of the Minister for Finance in whose Depart-
ment decisions on this matter will be made.  I remain committed to the ICT in Schools Pro-
gramme which must continue to adapt to take account of new technologies and opportunities to 
further integrate ICT in teaching and learning and the use of e-books is integral to this process.

28/05/2013WRD03450Schools Building Contractors

28/05/2013WRD03500107. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy 
in relation to the awarding of tenders for school construction projects; if there are any specific 
checks carried out to ensure that contractors awarded tenders have no outstanding disputes with 
subcontractors for previous works; if he will list all of the school building projects in which 
a contractor failed to complete the terms of the tender and had to be replaced in the past five 
years; if he will itemise the total cost to the State of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25046/13]

28/05/2013WRD03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): School building projects are 
tendered in line with public procurement procedures.  There are two methods of tendering (the 
Restricted procedure and the Open procedure). In both procedures there are minimum standards 
for participation (including previous experience, turnover, insurances, capacity to obtain a bond 
etc). The minimum standards for participation are stated in the Contract notice/ eTenders ad-
vertisement. 

For less complex projects of a small to medium scale, the open procedure is generally used 
and all contractors meeting the minimum standards are entitled to submit a tender (thus facili-
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tating the inclusion of small to medium enterprises and those with no experience in educational 
projects). For larger or more complex projects, where it is considered that pre-qualification of 
contractors is warranted, the Restricted procedure is normally used. In the Restricted procedure, 
there is an intermediary qualification stage during which the numbers of applicants is reduced 
(or restricted) to a specified amount (normally 10). The criteria for suitability assessment, which 
are taken from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Capital Management Works 
Framework, include company turnover, insurances, capacity to obtain a bond, personnel for the 
project, previous experience, and Health and Safety competence.  Guidance on this process and 
standard questionnaires used are available on my Department’s website. 

In any procurement process my Department adheres to the rules and guidelines set down by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the EU Commission in relation to public 
procurement. This includes the Department of Finance Circular 10/10, which aims to remove 
obstacles to SMEs in tendering for public sector contracts.

A building project is a complex arrangement of contractual relationships between the client, 
the main contractor, specialist sub-contractors, domestic sub-contractors, suppliers of materi-
als, suppliers of plant etc. In general all sub-contractors employed on education sector building 
projects are employed directly by the Main Contractor or indirectly by the Main Contractor 
through other sub-contractors. It is a matter for all sub-contractors to agree terms and conditions 
and a schedule of payments with the Main Contractor as their direct employer.

Details of the schools over the last four years that have had building contracts terminated 
prior to the school’s completion was provided to the Deputy in a PQ answer on May 21st. For 
the Deputy’s convenience I have attached this list and updated it to include details for the last 
five years as now requested.

There was a bond in place for each of the eleven projects. The bond is used to cover costs 
that would otherwise accrue to the Employer (i.e. the Department, School, VEC etc.) on foot of 
a contractor’s failure to complete the works. As such the Employer’s financial exposure is gen-
erally minimal. Negotiations are ongoing with regard to a number of these projects and in some 
cases the full cost of re-tendering and completion of the works is not yet known. The Deputy 
will appreciate that it is not possible to release commercially sensitive cost information which 
is currently the subject of negotiations. To do so would undermine the Department’s position 
with regard to such negotiations.

County Roll Number School Name Year in which 
issue arose

Reason for Re-
tender 

Kilkenny 61580P Loreto Second-
ary School, 
Granges Road

2012 Insolvency 
Event 

Kildare 17674B SN Aine Naofa, 
Ard Cloc, Straf-
fan 

2012 Termination due 
to Contractors 
Default 

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore NS, 
Sarsfield Road, 
Dublin 10

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Dun Laoghaire  
Rathdown

70030E Senior College, 
Dún Laoghaire, 
Eblana Avenue, 
Dún Laoghaire, 
Co Dublin 

2011 Insolvency 
Event 
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County Roll Number School Name Year in which 
issue arose

Reason for Re-
tender 

Galway City 62970K Coláiste Iognáid 
SJ Bothar na 
Mara

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane Na-
tional School 

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Limerick City 64201T Ardscoil Ris, 
North Circular 
Rd, Limerick

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown, Co 
Roscommon

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Offaly 17523D SN Cronain 
Naofa, Droma-
keenan

2010 Insolvency 
Event 

Kildare 17662R Scoil Bhride NS 
, Kill 

2009 Insolvency 
Event

Meath 18016O S N Columbain, 
Ballivor

2008 Insolvency 
Event

28/05/2013WRD03650Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRD03700108. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will indicate 
when a school (details supplied) in County Dublin will get the funds for upgrading and refur-
bishment for which it has been waiting for for 14 years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25473/13]

28/05/2013WRD03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. Stage 2b of the 
project which includes Planning Permission, Fire Certification, Disability Access Certification 
(DAC) and the preparation of tender documents has been approved. The project was recently 
authorised to pre-qualify for contractors which will complete Stage 2b.  The project is sched-
uled on the five year school building programme to go to construction in 2015/16.

28/05/2013WRD03850Site Acquisitions

28/05/2013WRD03900109. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
that has been made on the approval of the South Dublin County Council owned site, identified 
as a suitable site to accommodate a school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25301/13]

28/05/2013WRD04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has been in discussion with South Dublin County Council regarding Coun-
cil owned land adjacent to the existing location of the school to which he has referred.  Given 
the challenges identified with this site, particularly those related to its small size, my Depart-
ment and South Dublin County Council are exploring whether other options in the general area 
might offer a better long term solution to the school’s accommodation requirements before a 
final decision is made on the matter.
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28/05/2013WRE00150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRE00200110. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
give assurances that any homeowner who refuses to pay the household charge will not be pe-
nalised should their children apply for third level grant assistance. [25400/13]

28/05/2013WRE00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that the issue of 
the payment of the household charge will not be taken into account in relation to the award of 
student grants.

28/05/2013WRE00350Student Grant Scheme Administration

28/05/2013WRE00400111. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional re-
sources that will be available to Student Universal Support Ireland in the 2013-2014 academic 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25207/13]

28/05/2013WRE00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The staff resources recom-
mended by the review have already been sanctioned.  The resources include three additional 
management posts and some 23 (whole time equivalent) additional processing staff.  This will 
help to ensure that qualifying students have their applications assessed as quickly as possible. 

28/05/2013WRE00550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRE00600112. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the difficulties that some parents face in enrolling a child with special educational needs 
in school due to overt or soft barriers put in place by schools to prevent or discourage parents 
from enrolling their children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25509/13]

28/05/2013WRE00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education recently published its policy advice on Supporting Students with Special 
Educational needs in Schools.  This report recommended that a robust regulatory enrolment 
framework should be introduced for schools, to ensure that every child with special educational 
needs is protected from school enrolment practices or policies with overt or covert barriers that 
block his/her access to enrolment in the school.  As the Deputy is aware, I announced at the 
recent Teacher Union Conferences that I will shortly bring to Government draft heads of a bill 
– the Education (Admission to School) Bill 2013.  I will seek to publish the Bill in draft form to 
allow a full public discussion, including inputs from the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Educa-
tion and Social Protection and the education partners.  I also intend to publish draft regulations 
that I plan to make when the Bill is enacted.  In bringing forward these proposals, my policy 
objective is to ensure that the way in which schools decide on applications is structured, fair 
and transparent.  As the Bill and the Regulations will be published in draft form, they will also 
be subject to a lot of detailed scrutiny before becoming law.  I will be reflecting carefully on 
the views expressed in the consultation process to ensure they strike the right balance between 
school autonomy and fairness in our education system.

28/05/2013WRE00750Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

28/05/2013WRE00800113. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on com-
ments by the chief executive officer of County Louth Vocational Education Committee (details 
supplied) who said the VEC will be forced to cut a number of its post-leaving certificate courses 
in the new academic year as a result of the increase in the pupil-teacher ratio and that it will 
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result in the loss of seven full-time teaching posts across the county’s two education institutes. 
[25393/13]

28/05/2013WRE00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Dr. Padraig Kirk, CEO of County Louth VEC, submitted an impact statement  to my 
Department on the effect of the regression in the pupil teacher ratio on PLC provision in his 
VEC.  A review of all impact statements received was conducted having regard to the need to 
operate within overall budgetary constraints and the Employment Control Framework.  As a 
result of this review some alleviation of the reduction in teaching posts is being allowed as a 
transitional measure.  In this regard Co Louth VEC has been allowed retain one whole time 
equivalent teaching post, that it was due to lose under the new pupil teacher ratio allocation, for 
the 2013/2014 academic year and Dr. Kirk has been informed of this decision.  

  Question Nos. 114 and 115 answered with Question No. 99.

28/05/2013WRE01050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRE01100116. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on con-
cerns expressed by the Irish National Teachers Organisation, which has stated that the imple-
mentation of recommendations, including changes in the allocation of resources, that are pro-
posed in the National Council for Special Education report, Supporting Students with Special 
Educational Needs in Schools, would dismantle two decades of progress integrating special 
needs children in mainstream schools. [25397/13]

28/05/2013WRE01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that last year, I requested the NCSE to review and make recommendations on the supports that 
we provide to children with special educational needs and how they are allocated, to ensure 
we are delivering the best possible educational experience and outcomes for our children.  The 
NCSE have now published thier policy advice on Support Students with Special Educational 
Needs in Schools, which is available on the website www.ncse.ie.  The NCSE Report is clear 
that there are many aspects of the current system which parents and schools are very happy 
with.  However, the NCSE also considers that there are concerns in relation to some aspects 
of our current system, under the headings of Enrolment, Assessments, and the Supports for 
children with Special Educational Needs and their allocation.  The Report makes 28 detailed 
recommendations which the NCSE feels would help to address these issues.  One of the key 
principles which informs the NCSE advice is the principle of inclusive education.  All of the re-
port recommendations are therefore aimed at enhancing the educational experiences of children 
with special educational needs in schools, including the experience of children in mainstream 
schools, and building on the progress which we have already made.  The recommendations in 
the Report are both interesting and significant.  They deserve in-depth and detailed examination 
and exploration.  That is why I have asked my Department to carefully review the recommenda-
tions and report back to me on them.    I am also very conscious that in making any changes to 
our supports for children with Special Educational Needs, we also need to protect the gains we 
have made.  I would therefore like to give an assurance that further consultation with stakehold-
ers, including the Irish National Teachers Organisation, will be a key aspect in the implementa-
tion of any of these recommendations. 

28/05/2013WRE01250Student Grant Scheme Delays

28/05/2013WRE01300117. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
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of students currently waiting for a decision on grant applications made to Student Universal 
Support Ireland; if the measures his Department will be taking to ensure that long delays expe-
rienced by students in receiving a decision on their applications will be avoided in the coming 
academic year 2013/14; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25461/13]

28/05/2013WRE01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, as at close of business on 26th May 2013, 547 appli-
cations are currently with SUSI for processing, most of which are awaiting final elements of 
documentation from students and are expected to be closed out in the coming week.

I am informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in preparation for the 
2013/14 academic year, both the on-line application and the assessment process are being fur-
ther developed to enhance their effectiveness and efficiency and to respond to the experiences 
from year one.  For applicants going to or returning to college for the 2013/14 academic year, 
a number of new initiatives will make their application to SUSI more efficient this year.  The 
initiatives include direct information sharing between SUSI and Government bodies and agen-
cies including the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Social Protection, the General 
Register Office (GRO) and the Central Applications Office (CAO).  These links should reduce 
significantly the number of documents required from applicants themselves.  In addition to 
these developments, core staff are now on site.  These trained and experience staff are cross 
functional and a number of these staff are now fully proficient in specialist areas such as analy-
sis of income from self-employment, nationality issues and appeals.  There is a revised docu-
ment management process in place and also a new tracking system is currently being developed 
which will allow students to follow the progress of their application on-line and thereby reduce 
the requirement for students to contact the SUSI helpdesk for updates on the status of their ap-
plications.

28/05/2013WRE01450Disability Act Employment Targets

28/05/2013WRE01500118. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Taoiseach the target of his Department and subsidiary 
offices throughout the country regarding the employment of persons in the special category 
with disabilities and whether the target is being achieved; the total number of employees in that 
category currently and the percentage of the total work force in his Department that this repre-
sents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25052/13]

28/05/2013WRE01600The Taoiseach: The Disability Act 2005 obliges all public sector organisations, including 
my Department and the National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO), incor-
porating the National Economic and Social Council (NESC), which is the only statutory body 
under the aegis of my Department, to employ a minimum of 3% of staff with a disability.  Both 
my Department and NESDO currently meet the statutory requirement in this regard. There are 
currently 212 (headcount) employees in my Department, 12 (6%) of whom have voluntarily 
disclosed a disability.

28/05/2013WRE01650Departmental Legal Costs

28/05/2013WRE01700119. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach his views on whether sufficient progress is 
being made in reducing the State’s legal bill in his Department and any State agencies under his 
aegis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25170/13]

28/05/2013WRE01800The Taoiseach: The nature of my Department’s work is geared towards policy develop-
ment and co-ordination and it is not ordinarily involved in operational matters that give rise to 
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litigation.  Although matters arise from time to time which give rise to legal expenses being 
incurred, e.g. personal injury claims or employment rights matters, they do so on an infrequent 
basis only and are dealt with through the State’s legal Offices.  I am satisfied that when such 
cases occur, that my Department makes every effort to minimise the legal expenses arising as 
far as possible.  

The work of the National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO), incorporat-
ing the National Economic and Social Council, which is the only agency under the aegis of 
my Department, is also of a policy nature and the position in relation to legal expenses there is 
similar to that of my Department.

28/05/2013WRE01850Job Creation Numbers

28/05/2013WRE01900120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the number of jobs created through-
out the economy in both manufacturing and service sectors in each of the past four years to 
date; the number of jobs lost in the same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24773/13]

28/05/2013WRE02000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Informa-
tion on jobs created and jobs destroyed is only available for the business economy for the years 
2006 - 2010.  The information supplied relates to all employing enterprises from key sectors of 
the business economy as classified by the standard European classification of economic activity 
i.e. NACE Rev2 B-N excluding activities of holding companies, K 64.20.  The data source used 
for this analysis is based on linking the P35L returns from employers to the Revenue Commis-
sioners with the CSO business register.

Job creation for an enterprise in a given year, say 2010, is measured as the difference in the 
number of paid employees recorded with non-zero reckonable pay in 2010 compared to 2009, 
if that difference is positive (otherwise, job creation is taken to be zero).  Job creation in the 
business economy is then calculated by summing job creation for each enterprise in the busi-
ness economy.

Job destruction for an enterprise in a given year, say 2010, is measured as the difference in 
the number of paid employees recorded with non-zero reckonable pay in  2010 compared to 
2009, if that difference is negative (otherwise, job destruction is taken to be zero). Job destruc-
tion in the business economy is then calculated by summing job destruction for each enterprise 
in the business economy.  Note when interpreting figures, job destruction in 2010 means that 
these jobs were identified in 2009 but not in 2010, as such, the jobs disappeared sometime dur-
ing 2009.

Using this source job creation figures for the business economy were at there lowest in 2009 
at 169,000 before recovering slightly in 2010 to 184,000. Job destruction figures peaked at 
512,000 when 2009 was compared with 2008 before dropping back sharply in 2010.

Table 1 Job creation and job destruction figures for the business economy, manufac-
turing and the services sectors 2006 -2010
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 - 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Business 
economy 
excluding 
activities 
of holding 
companies 
(NACE Rev. 
2 Sectors B 
to N, exclud-
ing code 642)
Jobs as 
measured 
by employ-
ment records 
(Number)

1,971,797 2,118,610 1,986,684 1,645,874 1,539,894

Job creation 
(Number)

353,614 375,167 217,819 168,725 184,176

Job destruc-
tion (Num-
ber)

198,209 228,356 349,745 511,855 290,785

Industry 
(NACE Rev. 
2 Sector B-E)
Jobs as 
measured 
by employ-
ment records 
(Number)

309,351 317,276 300,694 255,709 230,430

Job creation 
(Number)

34,591 35,355 20,861 19,173 18,619

Job destruc-
tion (Num-
ber)

22,508 27,430 37,443 59,151 33,869

Manufactur-
ing (NACE 
Rev. 2 Sector 
C)
Jobs as 
measured 
by employ-
ment records 
(Number)

279,919 285,944 269,392 226,714 203,879

Job creation 
(Number)

31,375 31,976 18,136 17,020 16,977

Job destruc-
tion (Num-
ber)

20,496 25,951 34,688 54,998 29,992
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 - 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Business 
economy ser-
vices exclud-
ing activities 
of holding 
companies 
(NACE Rev. 
2 Sectors G 
to N, exclud-
ing code 642)
Jobs as 
measured 
by employ-
ment records 
(Number)

1,385,776 1,517,830 1,457,442 1,242,994 1,198,526

Job creation 
(Number)

248,919 280,460 167,094 135,706 149,023

Job destruc-
tion (Num-
ber)

139,528 148,406 227,482 358,296 206,309

Source: Job 
Churn statis-
tics, Central 
Statistics 
Office
Detailed breakdowns are available at: http://cso.ie/shorturl.aspx/102   

Methodological notes are available at: http://cso.ie/shorturl.aspx/101

28/05/2013WRE02050Economic Policy

28/05/2013WRE02100121. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach the number of submissions re-
ceived by his Department in relation to the recent call for submissions concerning the policy 
statement on economic regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25282/13]

28/05/2013WRE02200122. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach the submissions received by his 
Department in relation to the recent call for submissions concerning the Government policy 
statement on economic regulation will be published on his Department’s website; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25283/13]

28/05/2013WRE02300123. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach if the annual regulatory forum 
has met since June 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25284/13]

28/05/2013WRE02400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 121 to 123, inclusive, together.

My Department recently conducted a public consultation on the proposed Government 
Statement on Economic Regulation.  The closing date for this consultation was 17 May 2013 
and in excess of 20 submissions have been received.  Each submission is now being carefully 
analysed by officials in my Department and will provide an important input in framing the up-
coming Government Policy Statement on Economic Regulation.  It is intended that the submis-
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sions from the consultation will be published on my Department’s website, once the analysis 
has been completed and the Statement published.  The Regulatory Forum last met in June 2011 
and the views of stakeholders as to its future remit have been sought as part of the wider public 
consultation on economic regulation.

28/05/2013WRE02450IFSC Clearing House Group

28/05/2013WRE02500124. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach the number of officials who have been 
present at each IFSC Clearing House Group meeting since March 2011 including each working 
group. [25673/13]

28/05/2013WRE02600The Taoiseach: Officials from the Department of the Taoiseach, the Department of Fi-
nance, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Central Bank, the Revenue Com-
missioners, Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland attend meetings of the Clearing House Group 
and/or its associated Working Groups.  The table outlines the total number of officials present 
at each of the meetings since March 2011. 

- Clearing 
House 
Group

Banking 
& Trea-
sury WG

Funds 
WG

Insurance 
WG

Asset 
Manage-
ment WG

Pension 
Funds 
WG

Asset 
Manage-
ment & 
Pension 
Funds 
WG*

Mar-11 9 4 1
Apr-11 4 5 4
May-11 9 3 7 6
Jun-11 9 3 5 1 1
Jul-11 9 2 4 6
Aug-11
Sep-11 4 9 3 3
Oct-11 6 6 7
Nov-11 12 5 7 6 5
Dec-11 6 4 5
Jan-12 12 4 8 5
Feb-12 3 8 5 1
Mar-12 7
Apr-12 12 4 6
May-12 6 4
Jun-12 9 4 5 3 5
Jul-12 7
Aug-12
Sep-12 11 6 10 5
Oct-12 10 5
Nov-12 13 5 8 7
Dec-12 5 8
Jan-13 14 8 5 2
Feb-13 4 8
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- Clearing 
House 
Group

Banking 
& Trea-
sury WG

Funds 
WG

Insurance 
WG

Asset 
Manage-
ment WG

Pension 
Funds 
WG

Asset 
Manage-
ment & 
Pension 
Funds 
WG*

Mar-13 11 5 4
Apr-13 3 7
May-13 10 7 2 2
*The Asset Management & Pension Funds Working Groups amalgamated at the beginning 

of 2013. 

28/05/2013WRE02650European Council Meetings

28/05/2013WRE02700125. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Taoiseach the Minister of State or Minister who 
represented Ireland at European Council meetings during the Irish Presidency to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25746/13]

28/05/2013WRE02800The Taoiseach: The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union provides that “The 
European Council shall consist of the Heads of State or Government of the Member States, to-
gether with its President and the President of the Commission.”  In this regard, the Taoiseach is 
Ireland’s representative on the European Council.  There have been three meetings of the Euro-
pean Council during the Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU: 7-8 February, 14-15 March 
and 22 May.  The Taoiseach attended all of these meetings.  The Taoiseach will also attend the 
final European Council scheduled during the Irish Presidency on 27-28 June.

28/05/2013WRE02850Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRE02900126. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the organisations awarded funding from his Department under the annual develop-
ment education grant scheme for 2013; the amounts awarded to each organisation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25267/13]

28/05/2013WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The development education programme managed by Irish Aid in the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade seeks to deepen the understanding of the Irish public on issues relating 
to global poverty and development.  The Department issues a call every year for proposals for 
annual grants from Non-Governmental Organisations and education institutions in Ireland to 
help build a stronger understanding of global development issues.

Under the 2013 Development Education Annual Grants call, a total of €1,250,426 was 
awarded to thirty organisations.  The organisations and the funding provided are set out in the 
following table.

Organisation Amount (€)
Afri 45,000
Africa Centre 25,000
Amnesty International Irish Section 50,000
An Cosán 15,000
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Organisation Amount (€)
Centre for Global Education, Northern 
Ireland

60,000

Cork Institute of Technology 38,000
Co. Dublin VEC, Adult Education Service 40,000
Debt & Development Coalition Ireland 24,996
Development Perspective 10,000
ECO-UNESCO 70,000
EIL Intercultural Learning 45,000
Galway One World Centre 80,000
Inishowen Development Partnership 50,000
Irish Congress of Trade Unions 50,000
Irish Girl Guides 10,000
The Larkin Unemployed Centre 10,000
Latin America Solidarity Centre 80,000
Link Community Development 25,000
Lourdes Youth & Community Services 80,000
Mayfield Community Arts Centre 15,000
National Council of YMCAs of Ireland 15,000
National Youth Council of Ireland 80,000
The Organic Centre 40,000
The Social Health & Education Project 
(SHEP)

12,430

St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra 20,000
Ubuntu 150,000
UCD, School of Social Justice 33,000
Value Added in Africa 30,000
Waterford One World Centre 25,000
Youth Work Ireland 22,000
 TOTAL 1,250,426

28/05/2013WRE03050Humanitarian Aid

28/05/2013WRE03100127. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will update Dáil Éireann on his response to the recent tornado in Oklahoma; if he will 
describe the international efforts of support to which the Irish State is party; if he will offer to 
provide temporary accommodation to affected US families and temporary educational support 
to the children of affected families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25368/13]

28/05/2013WRE03200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The deadly tornado which struck the city of Moore in Oklahoma on the afternoon of 20 
May caused widespread damage and destruction to the city itself and the surrounding district.  
The tornado’s winds exceeded two hundred miles per hour, flattened entire blocks and demol-
ished two schools and a hospital during the fifty minute period during which it passed through 
the area.  Twenty four people were killed by the storm, ten of whom were children.  Approxi-
mately three hundred and twenty people are reported to have been injured.  I am sure that the 
Deputy and other members of the Dáil will join me in offering our heartfelt condolences to 
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the victims and their families at this difficult time.  Our deepest sympathies also go out to the 
people of Oklahoma and to all whose lives have been affected.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the United States’ disaster response capability is one of the 
most advanced in the world.  As such, while President Obama has declared a major disaster in 
Oklahoma and ordered US federal authorities to join in the efforts to search for survivors, the 
US Government has decided not to make any appeal for international assistance.  Nevertheless 
and mindful of the exceptionally strong ties between Ireland and the United States, the Govern-
ment of Ireland stands ready to provide help should this be required or requested.  At both UN 
and EU level, the international community has also expressed its willingness to assist.

The Irish Consulate in Chicago has also been monitoring the situation and has liaised close-
ly with contacts in Oklahoma throughout the crisis.  At the present time, there are no reports of 
any Irish citizens being caught up in the tornado but the Consulate will continue to monitor the 
situation carefully.

28/05/2013WRE03250Overseas Development Aid Provision

28/05/2013WRE03300128. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
amount of Irish Aid’s budget that was spent on nutrition specific programmes in 2012; and if he 
will detail which nutrition specific programmes received this funding. [25433/13]

28/05/2013WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Combating global hunger and under-nutrition is a key pillar of our foreign policy and our 
overseas development assistance programme, and this was reconfirmed earlier this month when 
we launched Ireland’s new policy for international development, ‘One World, One Future’.  In-
deed, I think it would be fair to say that Ireland, for many years, has been a leader on hunger and 
nutrition even before the issue gained more recent interest.  Irish Aid is committed to building 
further on the 2008 Hunger Task Force Report, the framework which continues to guide Ire-
land’s response to addressing global hunger and under-nutrition, and its priority areas of focus, 
in particular targeting under-nutrition in mothers and children.     

With under-nutrition causing the deaths of an estimated 3 million children every year, and 
165 million children under five years of age suffering from stunting and lacking the nutrients 
they need to develop their full potential, Irish Aid has strengthened its nutrition response in 
recent years.  Since its inception in 2010, Ireland has been a strong supporter of the Scaling Up 
Nutrition movement, a global movement which brings together different development partners 
to tackle under-nutrition, especially maternal, infant and child under-nutrition.  

We are supporting a wide range of specific nutrition interventions and programmes in Irish 
Aid partner countries with a particular focus on preventing stunting in early childhood by tar-
geting the 1,000 day window of opportunity (from pregnancy to the age of two).  We work 
with partners to improve infant and young child feeding practices in Tanzania and Sierra Leone 
and promote exclusive breastfeeding for infants up to six months of age.  We are supporting 
a number of micronutrient supplementation programmes which deliver essential vitamins and 
minerals to poor households with young children through providing capsules, micronutrient 
powders and food sprinkles.  We are also supporting national programmes in Mozambique, 
Malawi and Ethiopia to fortify food staples such as flour, sugar and salt with essential vitamins 
and minerals.  

Vitamin A deficiency is the number one cause of childhood blindness and also greatly com-
promises the immune system.  In Malawi, Mozambique and Ethiopia we are working with part-
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ners to address high Vitamin A deficiency rates through the growing of nutritious, and vitamin 
A enriched, orange fleshed varieties of sweet potato.  In Tanzania we are working with partners 
to improve nutrition through enhancing homestead production of nutrient rich foods.  We are 
working with partners in Lesotho on a keyhole gardens programme in which poor households 
can grow micro-nutrient rich vegetables all year-round. 

We have delivered on our target of directing twenty per cent of the Irish Aid budget on hun-
ger reduction. Reaching this target has involved a reorientation of our development programme 
to ensure a stronger hunger and nutrition response at country level and at the global level.  It 
clearly marks Ireland out in global terms as a nation that is committed in the fight against 
hunger and under-nutrition.  We estimate that in 2012 Irish Aid expended approximately €14 
million on direct nutrition interventions, however this figure may indeed be higher after we get 
feedback from Irish Aid’s civil society partners on the use of grants provided to them. 

28/05/2013WRE03450Human Rights Issues

28/05/2013WRE03500129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which international monitoring takes place in the matter of allegations of 
human rights abuses in Iran; if the EU or UN has established a position in respect of specific or 
general instances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25546/13]

28/05/2013WRE03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Every 
year since 2004, the United Nations General Assembly has adopted a resolution expressing its 
grave concerns about the deteriorating human rights situation in Iran.  In 2011 a mandate for 
a UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran was created by the Human 
Rights Council.  According to the Special Rapporteur’s report of February 2013 there continue 
to be widespread and systematic violations of human rights in Iran.  His report presents in detail 
a situation in which civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights are undermined and 
violated both in law and practice.  Moreover, a lack of Government investigation and redress 
generally fosters a culture of impunity, further weakening the impact of the international human 
rights instruments which Iran has ratified.

The Special Rapporteur has sought to visit Iran in order to engage in dialogue and further 
investigate allegations of human rights violations.  However, the Iranian government has not 
yet granted him access.  Representatives of my Department met with the Special Rapporteur 
in March of this year and discussed his concerns.  Ireland and the EU strongly supported the 
extension of his mandate at the Human Rights Council and will continue to push for his being 
allowed access to Iran.

The EU is also very concerned by the deterioration of Iran’s human rights situation, even 
more so since the crackdown which followed the 2009 presidential elections.  In response to the 
worsening human rights situation, the EU in 2011 agreed sanctions – including a travel ban and 
asset freeze – against certain named people complicit in or responsible for grave human rights 
violations in Iran.  EU High Representative Ashton has made a number of statements regarding 
specific human rights cases in Iran, most recently in January and February of this year.  The 
EU’s principal and consistent policy has been to call on Iran to live up to the international hu-
man rights standards to which it has freely subscribed.

28/05/2013WRE03650Overseas Development Aid Oversight

28/05/2013WRE03700130. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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if he will ensure that the proposals arising from the conference, Scaling up EU Impact on Com-
munity Resilience and Nutrition, organised by Alliance 2015 will be given detailed consider-
ation at the forthcoming EU Foreign Affairs (Development) Council; the proposals, if any, he 
has to ensure that the conclusions of that conference are given further consideration following 
the Foreign Affairs Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25609/13]

28/05/2013WRE03800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I was delighted to have participated in the conference organised by Alliance 2015 in Dublin 
last March on ‘Scaling Up EU Impact on Community Resilience and Nutrition’. The conclu-
sions of this conference are closely aligned to the Government’s development priorities for 
Ireland’s EU Presidency.  A central focus for Ireland’s Presidency, which is strongly mirrored in 
the outcomes of this conference, has been the need to tackle global hunger and under-nutrition 
and the need to build the resilience of vulnerable individuals, families, communities and nations 
to food and other crises.  

As EU Presidency, we are striving to forge stronger links between the EU’s development 
and humanitarian policies and programmes, through an increased focus on building community 
resilience.  We are emphasising the need to comprehensively address the root causes of food 
and nutrition insecurity and the underlying vulnerabilities affecting poor people.  We are stress-
ing the need for the EU and its Member States to increase support for longer-term programmes 
which assist partner countries to anticipate, prevent, prepare for and manage food and other 
crises.  We are asking the EU to recognise the importance of addressing vulnerability in a joined 
up, multi-sectoral way by linking relief and development through a strong partnership approach 
and to manage risk rather than simply react to it.  

Ultimately, better development and risk reduction can reduce the need for emergency re-
lief and better relief can contribute to sustainable development.  Investing in resilience today 
through humanitarian and development assistance is also much more cost effective than re-
sponding to a crisis tomorrow.  I am bringing these messages to the development segment of the 
Foreign Affairs Council today.  We have worked closely with EU Member States, the European 
External Action Service and the EU Commission to develop strong sets of Council Conclusions 
on food and nutrition security in external assistance and on the EU approach to resilience.  I 
expect that these Council Conclusions will be considered and adopted by the Foreign Affairs 
Council today.

28/05/2013WRF00150Teachers’ Remuneration

28/05/2013WRF00200131. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will engage in discourse with ISM school in Tripoli, Libya, on the issue of pay-
ment of moneys owed by ISM to 17 Irish teachers; if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that due to banking restrictions in Libya, ISM can only pay outstanding moneys into a Govern-
ment bank account; if he will organise and facilitate a payment schedule on behalf of the 17 
teachers since ISM cannot at this point issue individual payments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25633/13]

28/05/2013WRF00300139. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will make representations to the Libyan Government on behalf of 18 Irish teach-
ers who are owed salaries totalling up to €200,000 by the Tripoli-based International School of 
the Martyrs. [25923/13]

28/05/2013WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to answer Questions Nos. 131 and 139 together.
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I understand that the teachers’ dispute with the ISM in Tripoli has been ongoing for some 
time. The case, however, has only been brought to the attention of my Department recently.  
The issue is currently being handled by the Department of Education and Science and the State 
Examinations Commission (SEC), which has been in direct contact with the ISM in Tripoli 
regarding the unpaid monies.  Officials from my Department have been in touch with the SEC 
regarding the matter and to offer whatever assistance may be considered helpful.  The Irish Em-
bassy in Rome, which is accredited to Libya, has also been kept fully informed of the situation 
and, at my direction, will make representations to both the Libyan government and to the Inter-
national School of the Martyrs authorities seeking assistance and action to resolve this matter.

28/05/2013WRF00450Undocumented Irish in the USA

28/05/2013WRF00500132. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps officials in his Department and the Embassy of Ireland in Washington DC are taking 
regarding the Immigration Bill that is currently before the US Senate, particularly on the issue 
of the possible ramifications it will have have on future J1 visas that many thousands of Irish 
college students avail of every summer; if new fees will be introduced on employers who would 
hire J1 students for the usual 12 week period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25748/13]

28/05/2013WRF00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
welfare of the Irish abroad in general, and especially the position of undocumented Irish im-
migrants in the United States, remains an important priority for the Government.  The Govern-
ment have also attached great importance to providing for future flows of migration between 
Ireland and the United States through the extension of the so called E3 visa scheme to include 
Irish citizens.  The Government is continuing to follow closely the progress of the Senate bill 
on comprehensive immigration reform that is currently under consideration and which would 
address these issues.  The Senate Immigration Reform Bill (S.744) is a very extensive piece of 
draft US legislation that contains a comprehensive and complex set of reforms across the US 
immigration system.

The Government has already welcomed the inclusion of provisions which would provide a 
solution for the undocumented Irish and opportunities for future flows of migration between our 
two countries. However, all of its provisions, including those in relation to the J1 programme, 
are at the early stage of the legislative process and it is too early to indicate the timing and final 
shape of any legislation.  The Government greatly values the current provision of the J1 pro-
gramme and believes it is important that the programme be as accessible as possible and that 
efforts be made to ensure high levels of uptake.  Our Embassy in Washington remains in very 
close contact with the US Congress and the Administration to ensure that the interests of all 
Irish citizens are advanced in any immigration legislation that is passed.

28/05/2013WRF00650Humanitarian Aid

28/05/2013WRF00700133. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will give details of Ireland’s potential role in the European Commission initiative that was 
announced in September 2012 regarding the European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps; the 
way he envisages Irish citizens engaging with this initiative that is similar to the United States 
of America’s Peace Corps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25852/13]

28/05/2013WRF00800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
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lo): In September 2012, the European Commission launched its proposal for the establishment 
of the European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps, as provided for under the Lisbon Treaty.  
This proposed programme, known as the EU Aid Volunteers Initiative, is aimed at strength-
ening the EU’s capacity to respond to humanitarian crises and at building the capacity and 
resilience of vulnerable communities. It also aims to provide training and experience to those 
interested in working in the humanitarian sector and to raise the levels of awareness and the vis-
ibility of the humanitarian assistance provided by the EU across the world. Ireland supports the 
establishment of a well-functioning, well-trained corps of humanitarian aid volunteers, through 
an initiative which responds to the needs of the humanitarian aid sector and of the people they 
seek to help on the ground. Throughout the course of our Presidency, we have been working 
closely with the Council and Commission to facilitate agreement on the Council position with a 
view to commencing discussions with the European Parliament, as co-legislator, on the text of 
the draft Regulation required to establish the legal basis for the initiative.

The EU Aid Volunteers Initiative is intended, inter alia, to offer opportunities to young Eu-
ropeans with an interest in humanitarian assistance, but without sufficient experience to gain 
employment. Irish citizens will be afforded the same opportunity to apply to participate in this 
initiative as citizens of all other EU Member States.

At home here in Ireland, the Government’s Policy for International Development “One 
World, One Future”, which was launched earlier this month, sets out our commitment to mod-
ernise the way in which we support volunteering. One of the key ways in which this will be 
done will be through a new national Volunteering Initiative which will strengthen support for 
volunteering and promote participation in high quality volunteer programmes that contribute 
to development. The Volunteering Initiative will reflect needs in developing countries and in-
crease volunteering opportunities for those who have those skills and experience that are in 
short supply in the developing world.  Our commitment to work to enhance humanitarian vol-
unteering opportunities at EU level for Irish citizens will also be an important component of the 
Volunteering Initiative.

28/05/2013WRF00850EU Presidency Engagements

28/05/2013WRF00900134. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will give details of the recent Western Balkans Conference that was recently held at Farm-
leigh; if he will provide the complete list of bilateral meetings that he had with EU member states 
and other non-EU member states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25857/13]

28/05/2013WRF01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As part 
of the programme for the Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade organised a conference entitled ‘10 Years after Thessaloniki: An appraisal of 
the EU perspective and challenges in the Western Balkans’ at Farmleigh on 24 May 2013. This 
event was co-sponsored by the Institute of International and European Affairs.  The purpose 
of the Conference was to mark the tenth anniversary of the Thessaloniki Summit, which gave 
a formal political commitment on the part of all EU member states to the perspective of the 
Western Balkans states’ accession to the European Union, and adopted a concrete set of steps 
that would lead to this aim – the Thessaloniki Agenda.

The 10th anniversary of the Thessaloniki Summit marked an appropriate juncture at which 
to assess the results of Thessaloniki Agenda and to reflect on the progress made by the coun-
tries in the region towards EU integration, the difficulties encountered along the way, and the 
outlook for completion of the process.  The Conference brought together leading politicians, 
senior officials, and experts on the region to analyse some of the challenges and fundamental 
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questions that relate to the Western Balkans today. Topics addressed included the evolution of 
the accession process, the sustainable economic development of the Western Balkans, and the 
future of enlargement in the Western Balkans.

In the margins of this conference I held bilateral meetings with Ms. Vesna Pusić, First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Croatia, and with Dr. Miroslav Lajčák, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs for Slovakia.

28/05/2013WRF01050Trade Statistics

28/05/2013WRF01100135. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
level of trade with Vietnam in each of the past five years. [25905/13]

28/05/2013WRF01200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Vietnam is a priority country for Ireland’s aid programme, where we have a commitment 
to long term strategic assistance. I visited Vietnam in October, 2012 to see the impact of the aid 
programme, to promote trade between our two countries and to support a number of Irish com-
panies working in Vietnam.  Ireland’s trade with Vietnam over the past five years has increased 
significantly, as outlined in the following table, based on figures from the Central Statistics 
Office:

YEAR Exports from Ireland to 
Vietnam (€m)

Imports to Ireland from
Vietnam (€m)

TOTAL 
TRADE

Trade 
Balance

Goods Services TOTAL Goods Services TOTAL (goods and 
services)

2008 47 16       63 90 2 92 155 -29
2009 51 24 75 74 3 77 152 -2
2010 46 29 75 77 4 81 156 -6
2011 62 35 97 86 5 91 188  6
2012 76 101

Between 2008 and 2011, the total value of trade between Ireland and Vietnam increased by 
over 21%, from €155 million to €188 million.  Exports from Ireland have grown at a faster rate 
and, for the first time over this period, there was an overall trade balance in Ireland’s favour in 
2011. While figures on the services side for 2012 are not yet available, it is expected that there 
will be a further increase on the 2011 levels. There was a significant increase in total trade in 
goods in 2012, to €177 million.

Vietnam is a country in transition.  Our bilateral relationship focuses on the needs of the 
poorest communities and on providing economic expertise and developing stronger bilateral 
economic links.  The trade figures demonstrate that we are making real progress in building 
stronger economic links with Vietnam, and that it has the potential to become a key economic 
partner for Ireland.

28/05/2013WRF01250Departmental Staff Numbers

28/05/2013WRF01300136. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of diplomats, officials and staff currently working in our overseas embassies for each 
of the past five years. [25906/13]
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28/05/2013WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
current staffing information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table. The figures take ac-
count of officers on secondment to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade whose salaries 
and other costs are in some cases borne by the parent Department or Office concerned.  Also 
included is a small number of staff indirectly engaged through local employment agencies.  It 
would be inordinately time consuming to compile directly comparable figures for the previous 
five years. However, in order to be helpful to the Deputy, I have noted in the table the signifi-
cant changes that occurred in the period concerned. Programme staff employed locally by Irish 
development Missions and staff temporarily assigned to assist with the EU Presidency are ex-
cluded. 

Mission Current staffing 
complement

Number of 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade offi-
cers posted from 
HQ

Locally em-
ployed staff 
(Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)

Comment, where 
relevant

Abu Dhabi 14 2 4 Mission estab-
lished in 2009;total 
includes 8 Depart-
ment of Justice and 
Equality visa office 
staff.

Abuja 18 2 6 Total includes 10 
Department of 
Justice and Equal-
ity visa office staff; 
local staff post sup-
pressed.

Addis Ababa 9 5 4
Ankara 7 2 4 Third Secretary 

post currently va-
cant; total includes 
1 Department of 
Justice and Equal-
ity visa office staff.

Athens 6.3 2 4.3 First Secretary post 
temporarily sup-
pressed. 

Atlanta 2 1 1 Mission established 
in 2010

Beijing 24 5 11 Total includes 8 
Department of Jus-
tice and Equality 
visa office staff.

Berlin 12 5 6 Total includes 1 
Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and 
the Marine post.

Berne 5 2 3
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Mission Current staffing 
complement

Number of 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade offi-
cers posted from 
HQ

Locally em-
ployed staff 
(Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)

Comment, where 
relevant

Boston 4 1 3 Third Secretary 
post temporarily 
suppressed.

Brasilia 6 2 4
Bratislava 3 1 2 Third Secretary 

post suppressed; 
local staff post sup-
pressed.

Brussels 
(Embassy)

14 4 4 First Secretary post 
transferred to Perm 
Rep;includes Part-
nership for Peace 
Office;total in-
cludes 6 staff from 
other Departments 
and Offices.

Brussels (PR-
EU)

90 39 6 Clerical Officer 
post suppressed; to-
tal includes 45 staff 
from other Depart-
ments and Offices.

Bucharest 7 2 5
Budapest 6 2 4
Buenos Aires 5.4 2 3.4
Cairo 9 3 6
Canberra 9.5 2 7.5
Chicago 4.4 1 3.4 Third Secretary 

post temporarily 
suppressed. 

Copenhagen 6.4 2 4.4 First Secretary post 
suppressed.

Dar-Es-Sa-
laam

9 6 3

Edinburgh 3 2 1 Third Secretary 
post suppressed.

Edinburgh 
(BIC)

1 1 0 British Irish Coun-
cil (BIC) secretariat 
established in 2012.

Freetown 4 3 1
Geneva 14 7 3 Total includes 4 

officers from other 
Departments.
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Mission Current staffing 
complement

Number of 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade offi-
cers posted from 
HQ

Locally em-
ployed staff 
(Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)

Comment, where 
relevant

Hanoi 8 5 3
Helsinki 5 2 3
Kampala 9 5 4
Kuala Lum-
pur

7.5 2 5.5

Lisbon 5 2 3
Lilongwe 5 4 1 Senior Develop-

ment Specialist 
post currently 
vacant.

Ljubljana 5 2 3 Local staff post 
suppressed.

London 
(including  
Passport of-
fice)

49.5 27 12.5 Certain passport 
functions and 
posts transferred 
to HQ and others 
suppressed includ-
ing 23 local staff 
posts;total includes 
4 Department of 
Justice and Equal-
ity visa office staff 
and 6 officials from 
other Departments 
and offices; 3 Ser-
vices Officer posts 
filled locally.

Lusaka 6 3 3
Luxembourg 5 1 4 Third Secretary 

post suppressed.
Madrid 14 3 9 First Secretary post 

currently vacant; 
EO post suppressed 
and filled locally; 
total includes 2 
staff from other 
Departments and 
Offices.

Maputo 9 6 3
Maseru 4 2 2
Mexico 8 3 5
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Mission Current staffing 
complement

Number of 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade offi-
cers posted from 
HQ

Locally em-
ployed staff 
(Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)

Comment, where 
relevant

Moscow 20 5 8 EO post suppressed 
and filled locally; 
total includes 7 De-
partment of Justice 
and Equality visa 
office staff.

New Delhi 17 3 6 Total includes 8 
Department of Jus-
tice and Equality 
visa office staff.

New York 
- Consulate 
General

16 4 12 First Secretary post 
currently vacant; 
local staff post re-
assigned to Atlanta.

New York – 
PMUN

15 9 6 Development post 
added.

Nicosia 5 2 3
Oslo 5 2 3
Ottawa 7 2 5 Third Secretary 

post temporarily 
suppressed.

Paris 22 8 12 Includes Mission 
to the OECD and 
UNESCO; 1 Ex-
ecutive Officer and 
1 Clerical Officer 
post suppressed; 
includes 2 officers 
from other Depart-
ments.

Prague 8 2 6 First Secretary post 
suppressed.

Pretoria 12 4 8 Part-time local staff 
post suppressed.

Ramallah 5 2 3
Riga 3 1 2 Third Secretary 

post suppressed; 
local staff post sup-
pressed.

Riyadh 10 2 8 Third Secretary 
post transferred to 
Abu Dhabi.
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Mission Current staffing 
complement

Number of 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade offi-
cers posted from 
HQ

Locally em-
ployed staff 
(Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)

Comment, where 
relevant

Rome 12.8 3 8.8 First Secretary 
post suppressed; 
1 local staff posts 
transferred from 
Embassy Holy 
See; total includes 
1 officer from the 
Department of 
Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine; 1 
local staff post sup-
pressed. 

San Fran-
cisco

4 1 3 Third Secretary 
post temporar-
ily suppressed; 
local staff post sup-
pressed.

Seoul 6 2 4
Shanghai 7 3 4
Singapore 7 2 4 Total includes 1 

officer from the 
Department of 
Communications, 
Energy and Natural 
Resources.

Sofia 6 2 4
Stockholm 5 2 3
Strasbourg 6 2 3 Total includes 1 of-

ficer from the De-
partment of Justice 
and Equality.

Sydney 5 2 3
Tallinn 3 1 2 Third Secretary 

post suppressed; 
local staff post sup-
pressed.

Tel Aviv 5 2 3 Part-time local staff 
post suppressed.

The Hague 10 3 5 Total includes 2 
officers from other 
Departments.

Tokyo 10 3 7 One local staff post 
suppressed.
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Mission Current staffing 
complement

Number of 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade offi-
cers posted from 
HQ

Locally em-
ployed staff 
(Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)

Comment, where 
relevant

Valletta 3 1 2
Vienna (Em-
bassy)

8 3 5

Vienna 
(OSCE)

6 2 3 Total includes 1 
officer from the 
Department of the 
Defence.

Vilnius 5 2 3
Warsaw 6 2 4 First Secretary post 

temporarily sup-
pressed.

Washington 
DC

20 8 8 First Secretary post 
currently vacant; 
CO post suppressed 
and filled locally; 
total includes 4 
officers from other 
Departments.

28/05/2013WRF01450Foreign Conflicts

28/05/2013WRF01500137. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress made to date in the United Nations adopting a resolution in relation to the Syrian 
conflict following the statement issued by Secretary of State, Senator Kerry and the Russian 
Foreign Minister; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25916/13]

28/05/2013WRF01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): More 
than two years after it first erupted, the conflict in Syria continues to be one of the greatest chal-
lenges confronting the international community. The dimensions of the crisis are truly daunt-
ing.  An estimated 80,000 people have lost their lives; one-third of Syrians have either fled the 
country, are internally displaced or are otherwise in need of assistance; and there is an ever 
increasing threat to regional stability as mirrored by escalating tensions and violence in north-
ern Lebanon and the recent horrific bombing in Reyhanli, southern Turkey in which fifty one 
people died. Ireland and its EU partners remain fully convinced that a political solution alone 
can bring about an end to the hostilities and lead the way towards a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy.  Since his appointment in August 2012 and in extremely challenging circumstances, 
the UN/League of Arab States Special Envoy Ladkhar Brahimi has shown great resolve in 
working to achieve these objectives.  Ireland and its EU partners have expressed full support 
for his efforts, notably his search for a formula for transition based on last year’s Geneva Com-
muniqué and providing for a transitional Government leading to free elections in Syria.

Special Envoy Brahimi has also long insisted on the crucial role of the international com-
munity in seeking a political settlement to the crisis, in particular through the UN Security 
Council. It is a source of great regret that the UN Security Council up to now has been unable 
to demonstrate leadership to the international community and adopt a strong Resolution on the 



28 May 2013

175

crisis. Despite a number of unsuccessful efforts to agree a Resolution, it remains clear that only 
a united Council acting in concert can provide the necessary strong political backing to under-
pin any current peace efforts.

For this reason, I warmly welcome the agreement reached by the US and Russia, following 
bilateral discussions in Moscow earlier this month involving Secretary of State Kerry, Presi-
dent Putin and Foreign Minister Lavrov, to work together on an International Conference on 
Syria which would be held in Geneva in the next few weeks.  Both UN Secretary General Ban 
and Special Envoy Brahimi have welcomed this development. The EU has also pledged its 
full political support for the US/Russian initiative. Conclusions adopted by the Foreign Affairs 
Council on 27 May which I attended made clear that the EU would spare no effort in helping to 
create the appropriate conditions for a successful convening of this conference.

There is an onus on all sides involved with this crisis to do all possible to support the planned 
Geneva II conference and endure a successful outcome. I understand the Syrian Government 
has now agreed in principle to attend the talks and it is to be hoped that the Syrian democratic 
opposition, led by the Syrian National Coalition, will seize the opportunity offered by the US-
Russia proposal and engage fully in a process of dialogue aimed at ending the violence and 
starting the much needed transition towards democratic rule in Syria.

Ireland and the EU will remain fully occupied at all levels of our international engagement 
in securing the earliest cessation of violence in Syria and in providing the Syrian population 
with the aid and care they need and the hope that their nightmare will soon end.

28/05/2013WRF01650Foreign Conflicts

28/05/2013WRF01700138. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has raised with the United Nations or in other international fora the urgent need for the 
international community to meet its commitments regarding humanitarian aid for Syria and that 
particular region; the level of humanitarian aid that has been provided to that region in relation 
to commitments made by the international community; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25917/13]

28/05/2013WRF01800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): At present, a total of 6.8 million people require immediate humanitarian assistance inside 
Syria. There are over 4 million Syrians who have been internally displaced, while a further 1.5 
million people have been forced to abandon their country altogether. Countries hosting refu-
gees, such as Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Lebanon, are under great pressure as the influx continues. 
There are also grave concerns that the spread of disease could have catastrophic consequences 
as temperatures rise in the coming months.  Ireland has already provided over €8.15 million in 
assistance to Syria and the wider region, making us one of the most generous donors to the hu-
manitarian response on a per capita basis. This support from the Irish people has been provided 
through credible partners such as WFP, UNICEF and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). 

As one of the founding members of the Good Humanitarian Donorship (GHD) initiative, 
Ireland is committed to acting as a responsible and accountable donor. We are also committed 
to the implementation of the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid, which articulates the 
EU and its Member States’ commitment to ensuring that humanitarian aid pledges are met in a 
timely manner and are clearly linked to the needs of those most affected.  

As part of our overall total support to the Syria crisis response, I pledged €4.7 million at 
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the High-Level International Humanitarian Pledging Conference for Syria in January 2013. 
Since I made that commitment, Ireland has already surpassed it, with funding of €5.7 million 
having been provided to date this year.  The UN plans for the humanitarian situation in Syria 
and its neighbouring countries requested a total of €1.5 billion. The pledges at the International 
Pledging Conference reached this amount but regrettably the international community has only 
provided funding valued at just over 70% of the pledged commitments to date. We are doing 
all we can to ensure that other States follow our example in meeting their promises in full and 
without delay. 

During my visit to al-Zaatari refugee camp in northern Jordan in 2012 and the Tánaiste’s 
visit to Nizip refugee camp in southern Turkey in April this year, we both drew attention to 
the plight of Syrians and the urgency for global action to address their needs. As Presidency 
of the Council of European Union during the first half of 2013, we have also underlined the 
gravity of the humanitarian situation, including at the informal meeting of the Working Party 
on Humanitarian Aid and Food Aid (COHAFA) held in Dublin last month. We have also high-
lighted the dire humanitarian situation and the need for further donor support at the ‘Friends of 
Syria’ conferences in Paris, Tunis, Istanbul and Marrakesh and the ‘Syria Humanitarian Forum’ 
discussions in Geneva. When I meet Valerie Amos (Under Secretary General for Humanitar-
ian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator) in New York next week, I will raise this very 
serious humanitarian situation and discuss with her how we can all work together to achieve an 
effective humanitarian response.

As the Deputy will be aware, humanitarian needs are continuing to escalate, both within 
Syria and in neighbouring countries. Ireland will therefore continue to use every opportunity to 
put a spotlight on this deteriorating situation and emphasise the imperative for all of us to fulfil 
promises made to assist those worse affected by this conflict.

Question No.139 answered with Question No.131.

28/05/2013WRF01950Tax Code

28/05/2013WRF02000140. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance his plans to maintain the 9% VAT 
rate for tourism services such as restaurant meals and hotel accommodation, beyond the end of 
2013, to build on the momentum of the Gathering Ireland festival; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25218/13]

28/05/2013WRF02025151. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance the length of time that a 9% 
VAT rate will apply to the hospitality and tourism sectors in view of the positive impact it is hav-
ing on promoting economic growth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25189/13]

28/05/2013WRF02037162. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure in the Octo-
ber budget to retain the VAT rate on restaurants and other key areas in the tourism industry at 
nine percent, which since he introduced it in 2011 has seen more that 6,000 new employment 
contracts issued and significantly more promised which is important in the context of economic 
recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25304/13]

28/05/2013WRF02043168. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering 
retaining the current reduced rate of valued added tax for certain goods and services, such as 
restaurant and catering services and hotel and holiday accommodation, which is at 9% up until 
31 December 2013, past this period in order that VAT will remain at a reduced rate into 2014 in 
view of the success of the measure in reviving the  food and tourism industries; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25423/13]
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28/05/2013WRF02046213. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the con-
cerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the VAT rate; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25953/13]

28/05/2013WRF02048Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to answer Questions Nos. 
140, 151, 162, 168 and 213 together.

Any proposals to maintain the 9% rate into 2014 will be considered in the context of Budget 
2014.

28/05/2013WRF02050Illegal Tobacco Trade

28/05/2013WRF02100141. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Finance his views on the fact that 
the illegal importation of tobacco is treated as a relatively minor offence; if a serious crackdown 
on criminals involved will be undertaken in view of the legislative penalties currently in place; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25529/13]

28/05/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would like to assure the Deputy that 
the illegal importation of tobacco is not treated as a relatively minor offence.   I am advised by 
the Revenue Commissioners that they view tobacco smuggling as a very serious matter, and 
that combating the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a high priority for them. 
Their “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco trade (2011-2013) includes a wide range of 
measures that are designed to identify and target those engaged in the supply or sale of illicit 
tobacco products, with a view to seizing the illicit products and prosecuting those responsible. 
This multi-faceted strategy includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, 
developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis, ongoing review 
of operational policies, the development of analytics and detection technologies, and ensuring 
optimum deployment of resources at both point of importation and within the country.

There is extensive cooperation with An Garda Síochána in combating the illicit trade, and 
the relevant agencies in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, 
through a cross-border group on tobacco enforcement, to target the organised crime groups that 
are responsible for a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market.

Considerable success is being achieved against both the importation of illicit tobacco prod-
ucts and their sale within the country. Over 95 million cigarettes and more than 5 tonnes of to-
bacco were seized during 2012.  In addition, there were 57 convictions for cigarette smuggling, 
resulting in the imposition of 26 custodial sentences, some suspended, and fines amounting to 
€93,550.  Action against the illegal selling of cigarettes led to 75 convictions during the year, 
with 21 custodial sentences, some suspended, and total fines of €153,050.

The Revenue Commissioners assure me that they are committed to maintaining their exten-
sive programme of action against all stages of the supply chain for illicit tobacco products, and 
that they will continue to make every effort to ensure that those involved in the illicit trade are 
brought to account before the Courts for their criminal activities.  The penalties for smuggling 
tobacco products are laid down in section 119 of the Finance Act 2001, and penalties for the 
illegal sale of unstamped tobacco products are contained in section 78 of the Finance Act 2005.

Fines for tobacco offences under these acts were increased substantially in the Finance Act, 
2010. On conviction following summary prosecution, under section 119 of the 2001 Act, a court 
may impose a fine of  €5,000 and the court may also impose a term of imprisonment not exceed-
ing 12 months, instead of, or in addition to, the fine. For convictions following prosecution on 
indictment, the fine is an amount not exceeding €126,970 or, where the value of the tobacco 
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products involved in the offence is greater than €250,000, not exceeding three times the value 
of the products. The Court may also impose a term of imprisonment not exceeding 5 years, as 
an alternative to, or in addition to the fine.

In the case of a conviction under section 78 of the 2005 Act following a summary prosecu-
tion, a court may impose a fine of €5,000, or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 12 months, 
or both. The penalty following conviction on indictment is a fine not exceeding €126,970, or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years, or both a fine and a prison term.  The specific 
penalty to be imposed in any particular case is a matter for the courts. Section 130(2) of the 
2001 Act permits a trial judge, in his or her discretion, to mitigate a fine incurred for an of-
fence under excise law, provided that the amount mitigated is not greater than 50 per cent of 
the amount of the fine.  There are no proposals for further penalty increases at present, but the 
position will be kept under review, taking account, among other considerations, of practical 
experience of the operation of the increased fines provided for in the 2010 Act.

28/05/2013WRF02250Universal Social Charge Payments

28/05/2013WRF02300142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if the universal social 
charge is or was deducted in the case a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25613/13]

28/05/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners, that based on the information available to them, the person concerned had no 
earnings since October 2011. During the tax year 2011, the Universal Social Charge (USC) was 
deducted by the person’s employer. The person’s 2011 USC liability has now been reviewed 
and a refund of the amount of USC over deducted will issue shortly to the person concerned. 

28/05/2013WRF02450Property Taxation Administration

28/05/2013WRF02500143. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the local property 
valuation bands are increased every €50,000, the reason there are no bands of 0-€50,000 and 
€50,000- €100,000; the option available to a person when their property is valued significant-
ly below €100,000, that is, where a house is valued at €25,000, 0.18% would mean that the 
home owner should be paying €45 per annum but because there is no band of 0- €100,000, the 
home owner is expected to pay €90 per annum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25057/13]

28/05/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The bands used for the Local Property 
Tax (LPT) – an initial band of €0 to €100,000 and 18 bands of  €50,000 width from €100,001 
to €1 million – are those recommended by the Thornhill Group, the expert group which advised 
on the design of the tax.  The grouping of properties into bands for property taxation purposes 
was also recommended by the 1982 and 2009 Commissions on Taxation.  Grouping properties 
into valuation bands, with the rate applying at the mid-point of the bands – in effect creating 
fixed sum and certain charges for each band – can ease the valuation challenges.  In devising 
the bands, a balance should be struck between the width of the bands and avoiding substantial 
liability differences between adjacent bands.  The bands used for the LPT are much narrower 
than those suggested by the 2009 Commission on Taxation.

It is unavoidable that some individuals will benefit or lose no matter what bands are chosen, 
and narrower bands would make it more difficult for taxpayers to decide the correct band for 
their property.  As the Deputy states, if the current first band of €0 to €100,000 was replaced 
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by two €50,000 bands, this would lead to lower LPT payments for owners of properties valued 
below €50,000, which would pay tax at €45 in a full year (0.18% of €25,000, the mid point be-
tween €0 and €50,000).  However, it would lead to higher LPT payments for properties valued 
between €50,001 and €100,000, which would pay tax of €135 in full year (0.18% of €75,000), 
rather than the current charge for all properties valued between €0 and €100,000 of €90 in a 
full year (0.18% of €50,000).  The charge of €90 in a full year is below the Household Charge 
of €100 which was payable in 2012 in respect of all properties, including those valued below 
€50,000.

I am satisfied the current system of valuation bands strikes a good balance between ease of 
assessment and a smooth progression of liabilities between the valuation bands.

28/05/2013WRF02650Global Remittances

28/05/2013WRF02700144. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if he has studied the World Bank 
report on global remittances; the level of discrepancies here with regard to per capita remit-
tances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25092/13]

28/05/2013WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to recent newspaper reports regarding World Bank figures for Global Remittances in 2011. 
The World Bank Migration and Remittances Factbook for 2011 shows total remittance flows 
into Ireland of  USD 755m and remittance outflows of USD 2, 843 m. The newspaper reports 
focussed in particular on the figure for remittances from Nigerians living in Ireland to Nigeria 
– USD 601m. This figure seemed disproportionately high in view of the reported size of the 
Nigerian population in Ireland and in view of the level of remittances from other nationalities 
to their home countries.  I understand from the World Bank that the remittance figures relating 
to Nigeria are estimates provided to the World Bank by the Nigerian authorities and not actual 
data.  These estimates are based on total remittance inflows reported by Nigeria allocated ac-
cording to its estimated stock of emigrants and further adjusted by the World Bank in the light 
of differing national per capita income levels.  The World Bank believes that some elements of 
the estimation process may not be reliable.

Neither the Central Statistics Office nor the Central Bank of Ireland publish statistics relat-
ing to remittance flows to individual countries. However, available information would indicate 
that the figures published in the World Bank Migration and Remittances Factbook in respect 
of remittance flows between Ireland and Nigeria are open to serious scrutiny and that the real 
figure may be a fraction of the published figure.

28/05/2013WRF02850Money Advice and Budgeting Service Issues

28/05/2013WRF02900145. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if the Money Advice and 
Budgeting Service is being considered for the pilot project of coordinated resolution of multiple 
debts and if its extensive experience of debt advice service here will be taken into consideration 
along with its principles of free, independent and confidential service and its community based 
presence across Ireland; if the UK based company Step Change is being considered for the pilot 
project as well; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25118/13]

28/05/2013WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy may wish to note that I re-
plied to a number of Parliamentary Questions on this issue in the House last week.   The Central 
Bank has advised that it has been agreed among the lender participants to use an independent 
third party service provider as the most appropriate way to engage with borrowers, whose con-
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sent to participate will be sought and will be required in order to take part in the pilot.  I am 
informed by the Central Bank that discussions are underway to determine the most appropriate 
provider and that no decision on this has yet been made. However, I also understand that an 
important consideration for the Central Bank in this matter, due to the short timelines involved, 
is the ability of the provider to provide an effective and efficient service at short notice.

28/05/2013WRF03050Corporation Tax

28/05/2013WRF03100146. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details on the 
way companies other than Apple have had special arrangements with the Irish tax authorities to 
reduce their tax levels; if he will list these in tabular form; when these agreements were negoti-
ated; by whom they were negotiated and under what authority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25183/13]

28/05/2013WRF03150147. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance in respect of a special tax ar-
rangement afforded to the Apple company, if any taxpayer can seek such a reduced tax arrange-
ment; if he will give details on the mechanism and process for deciding the special tax rate that 
is paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25184/13]

28/05/2013WRF03200148. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance in respect of special tax ar-
rangements afforded to Apple operations based here, if he will publish figures of the benefit to 
the Irish State of these tax arrangements; the amount the State would have stood to gain had 
normal tax rates been applied for each of the years this company has been operational here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25185/13]

28/05/2013WRF03300149. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide figures on the 
gains to the Exchequer as a result of special tax arrangements granted to foreign direct investors 
here for the past ten years, as against the gain that could have been incurred were normal tax 
rules to have been applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25186/13]

28/05/2013WRF03400150. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance in respect of the special ar-
rangement afforded to the Apple company, the areas other than corporation tax that are open in 
the tax code for negotiation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25187/13]

28/05/2013WRF03500159. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to any arrangement explicit or implicit that has been entered into with Apple in order to limit 
tax paid by the company here; if there is such an arrangement; if he will provide details of that 
arrangement including the length of time it has been operable; the amount it has cost the State; 
and the person that negotiated the arrangement and under what authority. [25298/13]

28/05/2013WRF03600160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to any arrangements with any multinational corporations based here which allows special treat-
ment for tax purposes; if any MNCs have made representations to him or his Department to 
avail of special tax reliefs; if any other organisation including business representatives or tax 
consultancy and advisory firms have made an approach to him or his Department to either 
advise on tax measures for business or to request the special tax treatment of any business or 
group. [25299/13]

28/05/2013WRF03700177. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to any tax incentive that was offered to Apple to enter Ireland in the 1980s; if so, if he will state 
what the incentive consisted of; and if he will confirm if other multinational corporations were 
offered incentives. [25524/13]
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28/05/2013WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 to 
150, inclusive, 159, 160 and 177 together. 

As the Deputies are aware, owing to tax payer confidentiality I am only able to speak in 
general terms about this issue and matters that are already in the public domain.  As the Taoise-
ach, the Tánaiste, numerous other Ministers, and I have explained already, there is no special 
tax rate deal done with any company. The Irish tax system is statute-based and therefore there 
is no possibility of special tax rate deals being done with companies. All companies in Ireland 
pay the standard 12.5% rate on their trading profits arising in Ireland.  All companies here pay 
a corporation tax rate of 25% on their non trading income, and chargeable capital gains are tax-
able at the capital gains tax rate of 33%. These rates are set down in statute law and are not open 
to negotiation with taxpayers.

I am advised that Revenue, as a matter of course, engages with taxpayers, including multi-
national companies, in order to provide clarity as to the application of Irish tax law. The objec-
tive is to ensure that the correct Irish tax is paid by these companies at the correct time and in 
accordance with Irish law.

In relation specifically to the question of any approaches or representations to me by any 
parties to request the “special tax treatment”, I would emphasise again that there is no possibil-
ity of “special tax treatment” for any taxpayer outside of what is provided for in legislation.  
Having said that, of course the Deputies are aware that during the budgetary process each year 
the Department engages with all stakeholders as part of the consultation process and the Depart-
ment receives a wide variety of submissions from interested parties.

In relation to the issue of tax incentives that were generally available to all companies in the 
1980s, I would refer the Deputy to the scheme of relief from corporation tax provided for in Part 
IV of the Corporation Tax Act, 1976 (Export Sales Relief) which expired on 5 April 1990. That 
relief provided for a reduction to nil of the corporation tax on profits from the export of goods 
manufactured in the State.

Export Sales Relief was withdrawn on a phased basis from 1980 to 1991 and was effec-
tively replaced with a relief provided for in Chapter VI of the 1980 Finance Act (Manufacturing 
Relief), which provided for a reduction of the corporation tax to a rate of 10% on profits from 
the sale of goods manufactured in the State.  Manufacturing Relief expired on 31st December 
2010.  The manufacturing scheme of relief was extended to activities carried out in the IFSC 
and ancillary services located in the Customs House Docks Area and to activities carried on in 
the Shannon Airport Area. Relief for these activities expired on 31 December 2005.

I would reiterate that all companies resident in Ireland are now chargeable to corporation 
tax at the 12.5% rate on the profits that are generated from their trading activities in Ireland.  A 
higher 25% rate applies in respect of investment, rental and other non-trading profits. Charge-
able capital gains are taxable at the capital gains tax rate of 33%.  

 Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 140.

28/05/2013WRG00150Fuel Laundering

28/05/2013WRG00200152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
have received a custodial sentence in the past ten years for illegal fuel smuggling activity; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25233/13]

28/05/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
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sioners that there were 12 convictions in the last 10 years, for offences related to the illicit trade 
in mineral oils, including smuggling, in respect of which custodial sentences were imposed by 
the Courts.  The sentences imposed were suspended in a number of cases.  One conviction was 
overturned, on appeal, by the Court of Criminal Appeal, and in another case a fine was imposed, 
instead of the custodial sentence, following appeal.  I would like to advise the Deputy also that 
a further 9 cases are currently before the Courts, and that files are being prepared, with a view 
to submission to the Director of Public Prosecutions, in 14 other cases.

28/05/2013WRG00350Tax Yield

28/05/2013WRG00400153. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Finance if he has an estimate of the 
amount of funds to be raised through a levy on texting on mobile phones; and the estimated 
amount to be raised through a 1 cent levy per text for the past five years. [25241/13]

28/05/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Michael Noonan): I am informed by ComReg that just over 12.3 
billion SMS messages were sent in the 12 months ending 31 December 2012, and a total of 
some 59 billion were sent in the five years ending 31 December 2012.  On the face of it, this 
would imply a potential yield over the last five years of c. €590m, and a yield in 2012 of c. 
€123m from a 1 cent levy on SMS messages.  This yield cannot, however, be directly inferred 
from the SMS traffic figure, as the levy’s imposition could result in considerable behavioural 
impact among consumers, and could have significant implications for the charging arrange-
ments of providers. 

While any additional revenue would be welcome in the current circumstances, wider social 
and economic factors which may militate against the introduction of a further tax on text mes-
sages would also have to be taken into account.  It must also be borne in mind that mobile phone 
calls and text messages are already subject to VAT at 23%.  An additional flat rate levy of the 
order referred to by the Deputy on text messages could significantly increase the overall rate of 
taxation on accounts, particularly given that the average monthly spend per user is of the order 
of €35.

28/05/2013WRG00550Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRG00600154. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding a pension scheme; his plans regarding same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25246/13]

28/05/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the pension 
arrangements for the staff of Permanent TSB are a matter for the management of that company 
and for the trustees of the relevant pension schemes.  It would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment on the implications for an individual arising out of any proposed restructuring by Perma-
nent TSB of its defined benefit pension schemes.  I understand that a proposal by the company 
to the trustees in relation to the defined benefit pension schemes is in the process of referral to 
the Labour Court for discussion with interested parties.

28/05/2013WRG00750Banking Sector Issues

28/05/2013WRG00800155. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the progress made 
towards the implementation of basic bank accounts here; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [25285/13]

28/05/2013WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of my Department’s Strategy for 
Financial Inclusion in Ireland, a basic payment account (named the Standard Bank Account) 
was offered by three banks (AIB, Bank of Ireland and permanent tsb) in three pilot locations 
(New Ross, Tallaght and Tullamore) from 29 June 2012.  The Financial Inclusion Working 
Group (FIWG) was tasked with governance of the project.  The Standard Bank Account (SBA) 
Pilot finished on 31 March 2013 after a 9-month pilot period.  A total of 205 accounts were 
opened during the Pilot, which was below expectations.  The initial Pilot evaluation suggests 
that the lower than expected take-up of the SBA was due to the lack of a ‘trigger event’ amongst 
the target cohort in the pilot locations, such as a requirement to have an income or benefit pay-
ment made to a bank account.

I am advised that the report of the FIWG on the Pilot will be submitted for my consideration 
in a few weeks, following which I expect that the Report will be presented to Government and 
published.  My Department through the Financial Inclusion Working Group will work closely 
with all stakeholders over the coming months to optimise the availability of the Standard Bank 
Account nationally.  The ultimate aim of the strategy is to ensure that those who were once 
financially excluded can access all of the benefits of the modern financial system including af-
fordable credit and relevant protection products.

28/05/2013WRG00950Tax Yield

28/05/2013WRG01000156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that could be 
raised for the Exchequer if the current withholding exemption on royalties were abolished and a 
1% withholding tax were applied to outgoing royalties from Irish companies to foreign holding 
companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25295/13]

28/05/2013WRG01100189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised for the Exchequer if withholding tax were applied to dividends paid to treaty countries. 
[25592/13]

28/05/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 
and 189 together.

Both questions relate to the domestic provisions on withholding taxes under the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997.  If the Irish tax legislation were amended to provide that a 1% withholding 
tax would apply to outgoing royalties from Irish companies, or that withholding tax would ap-
ply to dividends paid to treaty countries, any changes would be subject to the relevant tax treaty 
rules on such payments.  For example, if a double taxation treaty provided that the rate of with-
holding tax on royalties was 0% - and this is the case in some 30 (out of 69) of Ireland’s signed 
treaties - then that zero rate would apply, because treaties have precedence over domestic law.

Similarly, some 22 of Ireland’s double taxation treaties provide for nil withholding taxes on 
dividends, and approximately 30 more provide for a rate of 5% for companies (subject to an 
ownership criterion being met) - these are the maximum rates that would apply, regardless of 
the rate inserted in domestic law. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the available data on royalties is not 
sufficiently detailed or precise to ascertain the revenue that could arise to the Exchequer if the 
changes mentioned in the question were made.  In relation to the revenue that could be raised 
for the Exchequer if withholding tax were applied to dividends paid to treaty countries, it is not 
possible to separately identify from tax records the amount of dividends that are paid to treaty 
countries and therefore the information requested by the Deputy cannot be ascertained.
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28/05/2013WRG01250NAMA Loan Offers

28/05/2013WRG01300157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out by region-
country the percentage amount and individual monetary amounts of finance forwarded by Na-
tional Asset Management Agency to developers to complete projects in 2012 and to date in 
2013. [25296/13]

28/05/2013WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that the infor-
mation referenced by the Deputy is available in the following format only – from inception to 
end-April 2013, NAMA advises that it had approved €1.8 billion in new loan advances to debt-
ors, €1.1 billion of which had been completed or drawn down.  By region/country, the percent-
age amount was:- Ireland: 46%;- Northern Ireland: 1%;- Britain: 47%;- Other: 6%.  I am further 
advised by NAMA that decisions to advance new funding to debtors are made by reference to 
strict commercial criteria with its stated objective to preserve or enhance value.

28/05/2013WRG01450Departmental Meetings

28/05/2013WRG01500158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he or anyone in his De-
partment during this Administration or during the previous Administration held meetings with 
representatives of Apple. [25297/13]

28/05/2013WRG01600184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if any officials from his De-
partment or from the Revenue Commissioners ever met with the tax advisers to Apple; and if 
any such meetings were facilitated by his Department. [25551/13]

28/05/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 158 
and 184 together.   

Since the formation of this Government, there have been no meetings between me or of-
ficials in the Fiscal Policy Division of my Department and the company referred to in the ques-
tion on taxation matters.  Nor have there been meetings between me or officials in the Fiscal 
Policy Division of my Department and tax advisers acting in their capacity as advisers to said 
company.

The Secretary General of my Department met with the Irish Managing Director of the com-
pany referred to on February 27th 2012 to discuss the broad technology sector and how best 
to use IT in running an organisation.  As a result of that discussion, it was arranged that the 
Regional Sales Director for North Europe would have a follow-up meeting with the Secretary 
General on May 22nd 2012.  No discussion of Ireland’s or Apple’s tax situation took place at 
either meeting.

Based on the information available to me in the timeframe for replying to this question, in-
cluding conversations with current and former staff in the Department of Finance and searches 
of electronic files held in the Fiscal Policy Division and in my office back to May 2008 for the 
company name, I am not currently aware of any other meetings between officials in my Depart-
ment and the company, or representatives of the company, referred to in the question in relation 
to taxation matters.  Given the timeframe in question spans more than 30 years, it is not possible 
to be definitive in this regard.

I should also inform the Deputy that since the publication of the Memorandum to Members 
of the United States Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations on 21 May 2013, offi-
cials in my Department have been in telephone contact with the company to outline the Depart-
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ment of Finance position on the material contained in that Report in line with the statements 
that I made publicly last week on the matter.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that meetings with the representatives of, and tax advisors to, multinational corporations take 
place in the normal course of engagement between Revenue and taxpayers, without the facilita-
tion of my Department or the knowledge of the Minister in charge at the time.

Questions Nos. 159 and 160 answered with Question No. 146.

28/05/2013WRG01850Tax Code

28/05/2013WRG01900161. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the situ-
ation regarding capital gains tax (details supplied). [25303/13]

28/05/2013WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that relief under Section 598 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (“Section 598”), 
commonly referred to as retirement relief, is available to farmers who satisfy the conditions ap-
plicable to that relief.  While the relief is commonly referred to as retirement relief it is not, in 
general, necessary that the farmer disposing of his or her farm actually retire from farming.  An 
exception to this is where the relief is claimed by reference to the Early Retirement from Farm-
ing Scheme (“the Scheme”), as a condition of that Scheme is that the farmer permanently re-
tires from farming on a commercial basis.  Once a farmer satisfies the conditions of the Scheme 
(including in particular the permanent retirement from farming) and satisfies the related condi-
tions of Section 598, relief from capital gains tax may be claimed when the land is ultimately 
disposed of, even though at that time the farmer does not farm the lands (e.g. the lands were let 
up to the time of disposal in accordance with the terms of the Scheme).

However, if a farmer breaches the conditions of the Scheme at any stage, for example, by 
not permanently ceasing farming, the Scheme contains provisions with regard to recovery of 
all benefits obtained under the Scheme.  From a capital gains tax viewpoint, if a farmer were to 
claim Section 598 relief on the basis that he or she satisfied the terms of the Scheme but those 
terms are not adhered to, then the claim for Section 598 relief would fail – as neither the terms 
of the Scheme nor the basis on which the relief under Section 598 is claimable would be satis-
fied.

Question No. 162 answered with Question No. 140.

28/05/2013WRG02150Property Taxation Exemptions

28/05/2013WRG02200163. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 202 of 14 May, 2013, if a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be ex-
empted from the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25307/13]

28/05/2013WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that the specif-
ic case to which the Deputy refers in his question does not qualify for an exemption because the 
person involved did not receive an award from either the Personal Injuries Assessment Board 
or a Court and is not a beneficiary under any trust as is required by the Finance (Local Property 
Tax) Act 2012 (as amended).  However, from the additional information recently supplied to 
Revenue by the person he does qualify for a reduction in the chargeable value of his property 
under Section 15A of the Act (as amended).  Section 15A provides for a reduction in the market 
value of a residential property that has been adapted for occupation by a disabled person where 
the adaptation has been grant-aided or approved for grant aid, by a local authority under either 



Questions - Written Answers

186

of the following:- (1) Housing (Adaptation Grants for older people and people with disabilities) 
Regulations 2007; or - (2) Regulation 4 of the Housing (Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs 
Grants) Regulations 2001.

Revenue has informed me that a member of the LPT team made direct contact with the 
person in question and confirmed his entitlement to the relief under Section 15A.  The person 
confirmed to the official that he will reassess the value of his property taking account of the 
relief as specified in Section 15A and will file his LPT Return at that point.

28/05/2013WRG02350Tax Code

28/05/2013WRG02400164. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance if, as part of his plans to extend 
taxation to online betting platforms like betting exchanges, he has given any consideration to 
imposing taxation on online casino and poker formats; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25337/13]

28/05/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Betting is the only form of gambling 
subject to taxation in the form of excise duty.  The Finance Act 2011 provides for the taxation 
of bets that remote bookmakers enter into with persons in the State.  This means, for example, 
that a business which engages in online bookmaking and which accepts bets from people in this 
country will be liable for betting duty on those bets, irrespective of where that business is based.  
The existing betting duty (1%) will be applied to such bets.  The Finance Act also provides for 
the taxation of Betting Exchanges under the new arrangements; however the calculation of the 
tax will take account of their particular business model, in other words a 15% tax on the com-
mission charged.  In addition, excise duties are being applied to the granting and renewal of 
remote bookmakers’ and remote betting intermediaries’ licences. 

The Betting (Amendment) Bill, which will establish the regulatory framework for the li-
censing regime, was published in July last year.  Since that date work has been continuing by 
officials of my Department and Revenue on the drawing up of a number of amendments to the 
Bill to strengthen enforcement measures.  It is my intention, given the number of amendments, 
to go back to Government in the very near future for approval to republish the Bill.

The Deputy will be aware that under the EU Technical Standards and Regulations Directive 
it will be necessary to show the published Bill to the EU Commission and other Member States, 
which could take 3 months for clearance.  However, I hope to use this time to progress the Bill 
through the Dáil subject to scheduling agreement between the Whips.

The tax changes provided for in the Finance Act can only be implemented once the Betting 
(Amendment) Bill is enacted.  As the Deputy may be aware, my colleague the Minister for Jus-
tice is currently working on a Gambling Control Bill which will provide for the regulation of 
all gambling in Ireland.  Once this Bill is enacted thus leading to a regulated regime for online 
casino and poker formats, I will consider options for taxation of this sector.

28/05/2013WRG02550Public Services Provision

28/05/2013WRG02600165. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the Rev-
enue Commissioners Office at River House, Limerick is unable to provide assistance to the 
public regarding their taxation liabilities and queries as a result of budget cutbacks, despite the 
willingness to provide this assistance by Revenue staff and that there are significant backlogs 
resulting from the introduction of the property tax; if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the public is unable to reach a member of the Revenue Commissioners without unreason-
able delay by hotline; his plans to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [25374/13]

28/05/2013WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Office of the Revenue Commission-
ers is notable for the efforts it makes to provide effective and timely assistance to all taxpayers 
regarding their tax affairs.  The range of electronic and on-line contact options are recognised 
as leaders amongst international revenue organisations, and these are supported by “lo-call” 
telephone services, postal services and public offices throughout the country.  Revenue regards 
it as a strategic priority to make it easier and less costly for taxpayers to comply with their obli-
gations.  Along with other public service organisations, Revenue is obliged to regularly review 
the manner in which service is delivered to ensure the best mix of effectiveness and economy.  
As part of that process, procedures in the Limerick, Cork and Tralee offices have changed since 
the beginning of 2013.  Up to that point, taxpayers could have certain tax matters fully dealt 
with, and have their forms processed instantly at the public counter.  While this was an excellent 
service, it had a number of problems, including the difficulty of ensuring proper management of 
workflow.  Processing at the counter ceased from January 2013.  Taxpayers now receive a full 
service in terms of information and guidance, including detailed guidance on use of our on-line 
services.  The public areas also have facilities for completion of forms and for self-service on 
computers provided for the purpose, with assistance if needed.  Any forms or other documents 
are received for later processing and responses sent out by post or on-line as appropriate.

The number of callers per day has not fallen as a result of the changes implemented.  Indeed, 
there is evidence that some taxpayers are more ready to drop into the public office because their 
waiting time is considerably less than in the past.

The local Revenue offices also provide an important service in supporting people with the 
filing and payment of Local Property Tax, including advice and support in filing on-line.  Rev-
enue has concentrated its support for Local Property Tax on a telephone help line and online 
resources and advice, so the public office support is general in nature.  Taxpayers with complex 
queries are directed to the telephone and on-line resources.  Due to the huge volume of calls 
being received, there may be some delay in contacting the telephone help line, but Revenue’s 
statistics indicate a very good response rate and do not show an unreasonable delay.

Revenue staff – in Limerick and elsewhere – continue to provide a comprehensive service 
to the public, albeit in a slightly changed form.  Seasonal peaks are a normal feature of Revenue 
business and can lead to temporary backlogs and delays.  I am advised there has been no dete-
rioration in the quality of service offered by Revenue offices.

28/05/2013WRG02750Tax Code

28/05/2013WRG02800166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered a vacant 
land tax; if he will estimate the amount that could be raised for the Exchequer if a vacant land 
tax was applied in the same way as higher rates 50% are applied to vacant properties to incen-
tivise landlords to use them by Dublin City Council. [25375/13]

28/05/2013WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is not clear from the question what 
other properties or land the proposed “vacant land tax” would apply to.  I am advised by the 
Revenue Commissioners that they do not have any data on “vacant land”.  Based on figures 
provided by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) the number of “vacant dwellings” per the 2011 
census was in the region of 290,000.  However, the CSO does not have overall valuation data 
for such dwellings so it would not be possible to estimate the potential yield from a vacant land 
tax on such properties.  As the Deputy may be aware, the Local Property Tax applies in the same 
way to vacant residential properties as it applies to occupied residential properties, unless such 
properties are not suitable for use as a dwelling.
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I am advised by the Central Statistics Office and the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government that they do not have data on undeveloped land which would 
enable a yield from a “vacant land tax” to be estimated. 

With regards to vacant commercial properties, I am advised by the Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government that the Local Government Act 1946 provides that 
where a property in a county council or urban area is unoccupied on the date of the making 
of the rate, the owner becomes liable for payment of rates.  However, the owner is entitled to 
a 100% refund if the property is vacant for specified purposes.  These are where the premises 
are unoccupied for the purpose of the execution of additions, alterations or repairs; where the 
owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where the prem-
ises are vacant pending redevelopment.

Separate legislation governs refunds in Dublin, Cork and Limerick.  Section 71 of the Lo-
cal Government (Dublin) Act 1930; section 29 of the Limerick City Management Act 1934 and 
section 20 of the Cork City Management (Amendment) Act 1941.  While the same criteria for 
refunds apply, only 50% of the rates paid is refundable to the owner of vacant premises in these 
cities.

28/05/2013WRG02950Insurance Coverage

28/05/2013WRG03000167. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance following the commencement 
date, if he will consider establishing mandatory furnishing of fire and accidental damage insur-
ance policies prior to commencement of private construction contracts; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25411/13]

28/05/2013WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand from clarifications that 
my Department sought on this question that the Deputy is enquiring whether fire and acciden-
tal damage insurance policies (which I am deeming to be a form of public liability insurance) 
should be a compulsory requirement for contractors carrying out private construction contracts.  
Although such cover is not currently a compulsory requirement, it is deemed an essential re-
quirement by many bodies that authorise others to conduct work on their behalf, e.g. many 
primary contractors will refuse to allow sub contractors onto a site without proof that they hold 
adequate public liability cover, even though it is not a legal requirement.  In addition, it is advis-
able for anybody getting work carried out in their home to ensure that a contractor is properly 
insured before commencing work.  This avoids any potential dispute over liability should an 
accident happen or if any problems arise with the work carried out.

There are currently no proposals to make public liability insurance compulsory.  It should 
be noted that any decision of this nature would have implications for the small business sector 
and therefore would first require consultation with the relevant stakeholders.

 Question No. 168 answered with Question No. 140.

28/05/2013WRG03250EU Directives

28/05/2013WRG03300169. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he or officials in his Depart-
ment have received representations from the industry stakeholders regarding the Markets in 
Financial Instruments Directive regarding the expansion or watering down of the Directive; the 
persons from whom these representations came; the discussions involved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25432/13]

28/05/2013WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Presidency continues to prog-
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ress the complex Markets in Financial Instruments Regulation and Directive, (MiFIR and Mi-
FID) with a view to reaching an agreement on a Council general approach before the end of its 
Presidency.  To date, the Irish Presidency has received approximately 50 representations from 
Industry and individuals which have focused on a wide range of the MiFID provisions includ-
ing: Market Structure with particular emphasis on the OTF category and the trading obligation; 
Clearing and Access; Pre and Post Trade Transparency Provisions; The definition and exemp-
tions of financial instruments in relation to physically settled commodity derivatives; Posi-
tion limits; Investor Protection; Third country regime; Transaction reporting; Consolidated tape 
provider; Straight through processing; Algorithmic trading; Post trade risk reduction services; 
Exemptions; Management bodies.

Representations have been made by or on behalf of a wide range of industry representatives 
groups and by individual financial institutions with an interest in MiFID.  The representations 
cover a broad spectrum of views and each is considered with a view to better informing the 
Presidency of industry perspectives on the issues at hand.  Good progress towards a final agree-
ment on MiFID has been made and the latest compromise texts are available on the EU Council 
website.

28/05/2013WRG03450Mortgage Arrears Proposals

28/05/2013WRG03500170. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the workings 
and procedures that Irish banks are using under the Central Bank of Ireland’s code of conduct 
on mortgage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25436/13]

28/05/2013WRG03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) is a key part of the Central 
Bank’s mortgage arrears framework.  It is designed to provide appropriate and effective con-
sumer protection measures and to ensure that borrowers are treated in a fair and transparent 
manner.  The Central Bank first published the CCMA in February 2009.  It set out rules for lend-
ers when dealing with borrowers in arrears with their mortgage payments.  The current CCMA, 
which came into effect on 1 January 2011, took account of the recommendations of the Govern-
ment Expert Group on Mortgage Arrears and further strengthened protections for borrowers in 
mortgage repayment difficulty by setting out the mortgage arrears resolution process (MARP). 

The MARP is a five-step process which requires lenders to: 1) communicate with borrow-
ers; 2) obtain financial information using a standard financial statement (SFS); 3) complete 
an assessment of the borrowers case; 4) consider options to resolve the arrears; 5) consider 
appeals.  As per the CCMA, lenders must draw up and implement procedures for dealing with 
borrowers covered by the CCMA.  These procedures must, inter alia, set out how the lender 
will implement the 5 steps of the MARP.  The CCMA along with clarifications that the Central 
Bank has issued can be found at: http://www.centralbank.ie/regulation/processes/consumer-
protection-code/Pages/codes-of-conduct.aspx.  

28/05/2013WRG03650Banking Sector Remuneration

28/05/2013WRG03700171. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance when he expects bankers will 
take a pay cut as per the Mercer report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25444/13]

28/05/2013WRG03800183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos.117, 188, 189, 190, 191 and 192, of 21 May 2013, in which he stated it would not be 
appropriate or realistic to specify a timeframe for the savings to be delivered in bankers’ pay, 
if he will provide a timeframe in which he expects the required savings to be delivered from 
banks, for example, within three months, within six months, by the end of the year or by the 
middle of next year; if he will indicate whether he intends the 6% to 10% savings to be once-off 
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savings or if there will be further savings next year; and his views on whether there is a dual 
approach being applied to savings in the public sector, which have clear timeframes and dead-
lines set upon them for delivery, and savings in the State-supported banking sector, in which he 
appears willing to allow the banks to set their own deadlines and timeframes. [25550/13]

28/05/2013WRG03900194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance with regard to each of the 
responses received from banks to the Mercer report, if he will outline the way their proposals 
would cut total remuneration in each pay grade, and the proportion of proposed cuts in each 
bank to those earning each of less than €100,000, between €100,000 and €200,000, between 
€200,000 and €300,000, between €300,000 and €400,000 and more than €400,000. [25657/13]

28/05/2013WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 171, 
183 and 194 together.

As I stated in earlier replies to Parliamentary Questions on this matter I can confirm that 
the three State supported banks responded with their individual strategies, designed to achieve 
the required savings, by the due date of 30 April as requested by the Government in response 
to the Review of Remuneration Practices & Frameworks at the Covered Institutions.  I was 
not prescriptive in how this was to be achieved respecting their differing State ownership and 
investment and paths to profitability.

It is not possible at this stage to reveal precise individual details bar what has been put into 
the public domain.  I can confirm that all three institutions have put forward pension changes to 
varying degrees as part of their respective overall responses. 

As I have said previously I am constrained as to what I can say presently due to commercial 
sensitivities and perhaps, more critical at this stage, industrial relations concerns as the normal 
protocols continue and need to be respected and observed by all parties.  This is something I 
have advocated throughout this process.  I am anxious, therefore, that all the participants in 
these discussions are given space and time to conduct these critical negotiations.

The Government readily acknowledges the sacrifices and changes made by bank employees 
to date at all levels and recognises that this has been achieved without major industrial unrest 
in what is a critically important sector.  Therefore, I would encourage all sides to engage in 
these discussions proactively through the appropriate forums in view of the serious and critical 
consequences for all concerned.  

At this stage, it would not be appropriate or realistic to specify a timeframe for the savings 
to be delivered.  However, in view of the fact that the three institutions continue to be loss mak-
ing the timely delivery of such savings which will have an ongoing impact on the cost base is 
critical to their viability, the availability of credit to the economy  and to the future employment 
prospects of their employees.

28/05/2013WRG04050Corporation Tax

28/05/2013WRG04100172. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of corporate 
taxes that have been paid to the Exchequer by all alcohol producers in each of the past five 
years; and the highest percentage, the average percentage and the lowest percentage of corpora-
tion tax paid by any individual alcohol producer in each of the past five years. [25448/13]

28/05/2013WRG04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that companies operating in Ireland are chargeable to corporation tax at the 12½ per cent 
rate on the profits that are generated from their trading activities here.  The 10 per cent corpora-
tion tax rate for profits from manufacturing expired at the end of 2010 and the 12½ per cent rate 
now applies to such profits.  A higher 25 per cent rate applies in respect of investment, rental 
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and other non-trading profits, as well as certain petroleum, mining and land dealing activities, 
while chargeable capital gains are taxable at the capital gains tax rate of 33 per cent.  As it is not 
clear what the percentages requested by the Deputy are by reference to, the percentage of total 
Corporation Tax  paid by alcohol producers for each year are set out as follows:

Corporation 
Tax

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

CT paid by 
alcohol pro-
ducers   €m

94 113 89 64 64

Total CT 
Paid€m

6,685 6,393 5,072 3,890 3,944

Amounts of 
CT paid by 
alcohol pro-
ducers as %  
of amounts 
of total CT 
paid  €m

1.4% 1.8% 1.8% 1.6% 1.6%

Money figures in the table are rounded to the nearest million.

The sector identifier used on the tax records is based on the 4 digit “NACE code (currently 
Rev. 2)” which is an internationally recognised economic activity code system.  The NACE 
codes are not essential for the assessment and collection of taxes and duties and the correct al-
location and maintenance of these codes is subject to the limit of available resources.  NACE 
code classifications on tax records are compiled by reference to the primary area of economic 
activity reported by individual and corporate taxpayers on their own behalf and the taxes col-
lected are allocated to those codes without reference to the precise economic activity which 
generated them.

While the accuracy of the NACE codes on tax records is sufficient to underpin broad sector-
based analyses there will undoubtedly be some inaccuracies at individual level.  This should be 
borne in mind when considering the information provided.  The sector identified for this reply 
represents the closest equivalents in the NACE code system to the sector mentioned in the ques-
tion.

28/05/2013WRH00150Property Taxation Application

28/05/2013WRH00200173. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when a person has a long-
term right of residence in a property and is liable to the local property tax; if they qualify and 
choose to exercise the deferral option, is their estate liable for the charge or if liability for the 
arrears passes to the owner of the property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25516/13]

28/05/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a person who has a long term (for life or for a period of twenty years or more) right 
of residence that entitles them to exclude any other person from the property is the liable person 
in respect of that residential property and is entitled to claim deferral of the Local Property Tax 
(LPT) charge, subject to their meeting the required conditions.  In addition, on that person’s 
death his or her estate will be liable for any deferred liability including interest payable at a 
rate of 4% per annum.  I am further advised that where the liability is not paid by the personal 
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representative/estate, the unpaid LPT liability remains a charge on the property in question.

28/05/2013WRH00350Non-Resident Companies

28/05/2013WRH00400174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies and 
the names of same, that are incorporated here but are considered non-resident for tax purposes. 
[25521/13]

28/05/2013WRH00500175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if Revenue has ever conducted 
a report on companies that are incorporated as Irish but are non-resident for tax purposes; if 
he has ever commissioned the Revenue to conduct a report or if he will do so in the future. 
[25522/13]

28/05/2013WRH00600176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the specific piece of legisla-
tion and the provision therein which allow companies to establish themselves as incorporated 
Irish but non-resident; the conditions attached to such incorporation; the date on which the 
legislation was introduced and put onto the Statute books; and if the decision to allow such a 
legal concept emanated from his Department or if it was proposed by advisors and or lobbyists. 
[25523/13]

28/05/2013WRH00700190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of jobs created 
here by Irish incorporated, non-resident tax companies, directly and indirectly. [25596/13]

28/05/2013WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 to 
176, inclusive, and 190 together. 

As a general rule, based on long-standing case law, companies are resident in Ireland for 
tax purposes if they are managed and controlled here.  Since 1999, section 23A of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997 added rules which provide that certain companies incorporated in the 
State are to be regarded as being resident in the State for tax purposes.  These provisions were 
introduced into the Taxes Consolidation Act, by section 82 of the Finance Act 1999 which was 
enacted on 25 March 1999.  They were part of a package of measures considered necessary 
to deal with the issue of Irish registered companies which, while registered in Ireland, had no 
contact or association with the State following their registration.  There was concern that some 
of these companies were engaged in fraud, money laundering, drug trafficking and other illegal 
activities.  As these companies were managed and controlled outside the State, they were not 
resident in Ireland for tax purposes under the long-standing management and control rule.

Consistent with the purpose of the provisions - to address companies that were not managed 
and controlled in the State and had no real connection with the State apart from having been in-
corporated here - the 1999 additions to the residence rules provided that only Irish-incorporated 
companies with no other connection with the State were to be regarded as resident in the State 
by virtue of their incorporation here.  A company incorporated in the State is not regarded as 
tax-resident here where:

- either the company or a related company is carrying on a trade in the State and either

- the company is ultimately controlled in a tax treaty country or in an EU Member State or

- the company or a related company is quoted on a recognised stock exchange in the EU or 
in a tax treaty country, or 

- the company is treated under a tax treaty as not resident in the State. 
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While tax law is reviewed from time to time from a policy perspective, I have not commis-
sioned the Revenue Commissioners to conduct a report on companies that are incorporated as 
Irish but non-resident for tax purposes.  I am informed by the Commissioners that they have 
considered such companies in the course of monitoring the arrangements of large cases.  I am 
advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the number of companies and the names of same 
that are incorporated here but non-resident for tax purposes - and numbers of any related jobs - 
are not available as they are not separately compiled.  My Department is currently working with 
the Revenue Commissioners to examine further the issues that have recently arisen in relation 
to this issue.

 Question No. 177 answered with Question No. 146.

28/05/2013WRH01025Tax Code

28/05/2013WRH01100178. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to sworn statements 
given by Apple representatives to the US Senate Committee investigating the company’s tax 
matters, if he can explain the way Apple’s taxable income in the State is calculated in such a was 
as to bring its corporation tax to single digits; and if these methods are applied to other multi 
national corporations [25525/13]

28/05/2013WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I cannot comment on the tax affairs of 
individual companies.  However, I am aware of the Memorandum issued by the US Senate Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investigations last week.  I want to make it clear that we do not have a 
special low corporation tax rate for individual companies.  Ireland’s tax system is statute-based 
so there is no possibility of individual special tax rates for companies. 

All companies resident in Ireland are chargeable to corporation tax at the 12.5% rate on the 
profits that are generated from their trading activities in Ireland.  A higher 25% rate applies in 
respect of investment, rental and other non-trading profits.  Chargeable capital gains are taxable 
at the capital gains tax rate of 33%.  The tax rates being quoted publicly this week are emphati-
cally not the rate of tax paid by such companies - or by any company on its Irish activities.   
Having examined the document produced by the US Senate Subcommittee, it appears that the 
rate that is being quoted is got as follows: the tax charged in Ireland on the branch activities in 
Ireland of companies that are not resident here is divided by the entire profit of the companies 
concerned as if they were resident here, which they are not.  

It is clearly wrong and misleading to attribute this rate of tax to Ireland.  Companies which 
are not tax-resident in Ireland are no more chargeable in Ireland in respect of their entire profits 
than they are in any other country in which the company is not tax resident - and these company 
profit figures should not be used to assert special tax rates that simply do not apply here. 

28/05/2013WRH01250Tax Code

28/05/2013WRH01300179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the average statutory and ef-
fective tax rate for multinational corporations in the 1980s, 1990s and the 2000s. [25526/13]

28/05/2013WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the statutory standard Corporation tax rates for all companies is as shown in 
the following table for all years from 1980.  Information in relation to the tax payments of 
multinational corporations is not separately identifiable.  In relation to the effective tax rate for 
multinational corporations, I have repeatedly stated that there is no agreed international meth-
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odology for calculating the ‘effective rate’ of corporation tax.  As there is no single internation-
ally agreed comparative measure in place, I am not in a position to provide such a measure for 
the period referred to by the Deputy.

You may wish to note that information from the corporation tax returns filed by all compa-
nies for tax years from 1990/91 up to 2010, the latest year currently available, is published in 
the Statistical Reports of the Revenue Commissioners.  The information in the reports for tax 
years 1995/96 and onwards is available on the Revenue Commissioners website and can be ac-
cessed using the following link http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/statistical-reports.
html.

Based on the information in the Revenue reports, the following table shows the standard rate 
of Corporation Tax applicable to profits earned in the year, with the following notes:

- Where two tax rates are shown for a year it denotes a rate change applying during the year.

- The Corporation tax for years prior to 2001 includes an element of income tax paid by 
companies.

- In addition to these rates, a rate of 25% applies to non-trading income such as Schedule D 
Case III, IV and V, certain land dealing activities and income from working minerals and petro-
leum activities with effect from 1 January 2001

Year Standard Rate of Corporation Tax applicable to profits earned in the year
1980 45%
1981 45%
1982 50%
1983 50%
1984 50%
1985 50%
1986 50%
1987 50%
1988 50% & 47%
1989 47% & 43%
1990 43%
1991 43% & 40%
1992 40%
1993 40%
1994 40%
1995 38% & 40%
1996 38%
1997 38% & 36%
1998 32%
1999 28%
2000 24%
2001 20%
2002 16%
2003 12.5%
2004 12.5%
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Year Standard Rate of Corporation Tax applicable to profits earned in the year
2005 12.5%
2006 12.5%
2007 12.5%
2008 12.5%
2009 12.5%
2010 12.5%
2011 12.5%
2012 12.5%

Further, it should be noted that there were a number of tax incentives that were generally 
available to all companies in the 1980s.  I would refer the Deputy to the scheme of relief from 
corporation tax provided for in Part IV of the Corporation Tax Act, 1976 (Export Sales Relief) 
which expired on 5 April 1990. That relief provided for a reduction to nil of the corporation tax 
on profits from the export of goods manufactured in the State.  

Export Sales Relief was withdrawn on a phased basis from 1980 to 1991 and was effec-
tively replaced with a relief provided for in Chapter VI of the 1980 Finance Act (Manufacturing 
Relief), which provided for a reduction of the corporation tax to a rate of 10% on profits from 
the sale of goods manufactured in the State.  Manufacturing Relief expired on 31st December 
2010.  The manufacturing scheme of relief was extended to activities carried out in the IFSC 
and ancillary services located in the Customs House Docks Area and to activities carried on in 
the Shannon Airport Area. Relief for these activities expired on 31 December 2005.

28/05/2013WRH01450NAMA Operations

28/05/2013WRH01500180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 213 of 21 May 2013, if he will confirm the decision process entailed in forwarding 
£20,000 to the University of Ulster as a contribution towards a study being undertaken there; if 
the university approached the National Asset Management Agency or NAMA approached the 
university; if NAMA has a fund established for such educational and research undertakings; if 
other universities or education and research institutions have approached NAMA for similar 
funding; and if NANA is considering further funding of educational and research studies in the 
future. [25527/13]

28/05/2013WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to my previous re-
sponse on this topic (Parliamentary Question, 16009/12, 22nd March 2012).   I am advised by 
NAMA that, as in the Republic of Ireland, a particular difficulty associated with the Northern 
Ireland residential market has been the lack of independent professional research and data about 
the key factors that will influence the future availability and cost of housing.  For this reason, 
NAMA considered a number of research proposals by reference to the need for practical market 
insights to facilitate informed decision-making by all market participants, including NAMA, 
in the Northern Ireland residential market.  Based on the proposals received, NAMA agreed 
to help fund research by the University of Ulster into the geography of future residential sup-
ply and demand in Northern Ireland with a particular focus on residential land bank assets.  
In December 2012, the University published its Spatial Analysis of Residential Development 
Land Banks, which overlays residential land bank assets in Northern Ireland with planning, in-
frastructure, demographic and housing need data to produce a comprehensive picture of likely 
future housing supply and demand patterns.
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The Deputy may be aware also that NAMA has recently agreed to take a leading role in 
promoting and funding a two-year research programme on housing in the Republic of Ireland 
to be undertaken by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRI).  The Agency advises 
that proposals for research such as this are considered by, amongst other criteria, reference to 
the practical application of expected outcomes.  I am advised by NAMA that the agency does 
not operate a fund for such undertakings but procures research as and when required, in line 
with its commercial remit.

28/05/2013WRH01613Departmental Resources

28/05/2013WRH01700181. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance the number of requests his Depart-
ment has received from the Revenue Commissioners requesting additional staffing, legislation 
and equipment in each of the past four years; the number of requests that have been approved; 
the number of requests that have been refused; the number of requests that are currently pend-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25539/13]

28/05/2013WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners and my 
Department are in ongoing contact regarding a very broad range of matters, including as ap-
propriate, all the matters listed by the Deputy.   

More formally, the Revenue Commissioners have written to me on three occasions in the 
past four years in relation to staffing and resources generally, including equipment.  In addition, 
in 2011 the Revenue Commissioners submitted a Comprehensive Review of Expenditure that 
identified their resourcing requirements.  As the Deputy will be aware the Minister For Public 
Expenditure is responsible for the Employment Control Framework for staffing and for the 
control of Government Expenditure through the Estimates process and in this context, most day 
to day requests for sanction for staffing or recruitment are managed between that Department 
and the Revenue Commissioners.  While conscious of the need to control expenditure, I have 
been generally supportive of the cases made by Revenue and recognise the need to ensure that 
Revenue is adequately resourced to ensure the effective operation of the Revenue administra-
tion for the benefit of the Exchequer.

As part of the engagement between my Department and Revenue relating to the introduction 
of the Local Property Tax, I supported Revenue’s resource requirements, and these are set out 
in the Expenditure Report for 2013 and in the Revised Estimates for Public Services, 2013, for 
the Finance Group of Votes, which I discussed with the relevant Committee last week.  

Regarding legislation, since 2009 there have been no less than eight Finance Acts, including 
two Finance (Local Property Tax) Acts.  Given the nature of the engagement between Revenue 
and my Department in preparing these Bills, it would be impossible to disaggregate with any 
precision all the legislative changes arose as a result of requests from the Revenue Commission-
ers.  However, many legislative changes have been implemented to improve the administration 
of the tax system and to improve compliance.  Examples include, the reform to the Relevant 
Contract Tax System, the introduction of a new excise licencing system for mineral oils and the 
modernisation of direct taxes assessing rules for self-assessment.  For completeness, I should 
also add that the Revenue Commissioners will, from time to time, comment through my De-
partment on legislative proposals presented by other Ministers.  If the Deputy has something 
specific in mind, it may be possible to be more helpful.  

I will continue to carefully consider any new legislative proposals received from the Rev-
enue Commissioners that make it easier and less costly for taxpayers to comply and that help 
reduce non-compliance.
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28/05/2013WRH01825Financial Services Regulation

28/05/2013WRH01900182. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if persons (details sup-
plied) completed an application form for the Central Bank of Ireland to become regulated as a 
retails credit firm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25549/13]

28/05/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
the company referred to by the Deputy holds an authorisation since 4 November 2009.   Retail 
Credit Firms are required to be authorised under Part V of the Central Bank Act, 1997 and a 
register of all such firms is maintained on the Central Bank of Ireland’s website.  The link to the 
relevant section on the Register is as follows: http://registers.centralbank.ie/FirmDataPage.asp
x?firmReferenceNumber=C39721.

 Question No. 183 answered with Question No. 171.

 Question No. 184 answered with Question No. 158.

28/05/2013WRH02250Tax Compliance

28/05/2013WRH02300185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has sent any commu-
nication, or if he intends to send any communication or officials from his Department or the 
Revenue Commissioners to the U.S. Senate Committee that undertook a case study on Apple’s 
tax activities, specifically in Ireland, which refute the allegations that Ireland is a tax haven for 
multinational corporations and that Apple was offered a special deal by the Irish State on cor-
poration tax. [25552/13]

28/05/2013WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have said in the Dáil previously we 
are in regular contact with our friends in the United States and we will communicate the issues 
referred to by the Deputy in the appropriate way at the appropriate time.

28/05/2013WRH02450Tax Compliance

28/05/2013WRH02500186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he had any communication 
with the European Commission in relation to the allegations made concerning Ireland’s tax 
treatment of Apple; and if his attention has been drawn to the Commission’s examination of the 
matter, following these allegations. [25553/13]

28/05/2013WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can advise the Deputy that there has 
been no formal communication with the European Commission regarding the allegations re-
ferred to and we are not aware of any examination of this issue by the Commission.

28/05/2013WRH02650Central Bank of Ireland Issues

28/05/2013WRH02700187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 105 of 21 May 2013, the reason he cannot state that the Central Bank of Ireland is 
outsourcing the running of its security functions to a private company when any new arrange-
ment regarding the outsourcing, specifically the financial contract with the company, will in all 
likelihood be included in the CBoI’s annual accounts next year; and if he will explain the way 
in which stating that the CBoI has a new company in charge of its security operations could pos-
sibly remain confidential information and the way the disclosure of that news could in anyway 
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impinge upon security at the bank; if he will state his views given the highly sensitive approach 
being taken to security at the CBoI and the way in which decision to outsource a potentially 
security threat to the bank’s IT is not a cause of concern for him. [25554/13]

28/05/2013WRH02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would emphasise that responsibility 
for security arrangements rests with the Central Bank of Ireland and that any suggestion that a 
new company is responsible for security arrangements is not correct.  The Central Bank has en-
tered into a contract with HP to provide the physical data centre environment to host the Central 
Bank’s IT systems and to manage the technical infrastructure aspects of these systems.  HP will 
also provide hosting facilities at a backup data centre for the purposes of business continuity.  
Both of these data centres are located in Dublin.  However, the Central Bank will remain in 
control and manage all business application systems and data.

HP will not have access to any of the Central Bank’s business applications.  The security 
of the technical aspects of the systems will be achieved through a combination of physical and 
logical protections, procedural and process protections, security features including encryption 
where necessary and on-going monitoring and reporting features.  The steps taken comply with 
the Central Bank’s internal security policies and those of the ECB and are underpinned by the 
contractual and legal arrangements with HP.

28/05/2013WRH02850Central Bank Property

28/05/2013WRH02900188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of the steps that have been taken to date on the development of the new office building for the 
Central Bank of Ireland at Spencer Dock, Dublin; if he will specify the tender procedures that 
have been undertaken to date; if he will specify any project appointments that have been made 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25559/13]

28/05/2013WRH03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would advise the Deputy that I have no 
function in the matter of accommodation arrangements at the Central Bank.  I am informed by 
the Central Bank that they expect the new Central Bank building to be an important landmark 
on North Wall Quay, in the Dublin Docklands.  It is the Central Bank’s intention to complete 
the construction of the existing building on the site and the Bank aims to relocate its city centre 
staff to the new building by late 2015/early 2016.    

The project is currently at the project planning stage and the Bank is examining what ele-
ments are feasible in the design.  Construction is expected to commence in 2014.  I am informed 
that the Bank will tender for services relating to the design, construction and fit out/services of 
the new building.  Once contracts have been finalised, an award notice will be published in the 
Official Journal of the European Union.  All tenders will follow relevant European and National 
public procurement legislation and Government guidelines.

 Question No. 189 answered with Question No. 156

 Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 174.

28/05/2013WRH03250Living City Initiative

28/05/2013WRH03300191. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding his Depart-
ment’s deliberations on the Living City initiative in terms of maximising its uptake in Waterford 
and Limerick, and securing the necessary EU approvals. [25602/13]
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28/05/2013WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Finance Act 2013 includes a section on 
the Living City Initiative which introduces a scheme of tax incentives focusing on the regenera-
tion of the historic centres of some of our main cities.  The scheme which will be introduced by 
Ministerial order, will apply in the first instance on a pilot basis only to specified regeneration 
areas in Waterford and Limerick.   

I indicated in my budget speech in December last year that I would examine proposals for a 
targeted incentive for already identified regeneration areas. The tax relief that will apply under 
this scheme will operate for five years from the date of commencement.  However, it is my in-
tention that before it begins, the scheme will be subject to an ex ante cost benefit analysis and, 
subject to a positive outcome from the analysis, I will seek EU approval under State Aid rules 
for this initiative to be commenced for Limerick and Waterford cities.  Now that Finance Act 
2013 is law, my Department has been working on a request for tender document and I expect 
the tendering process for the cost benefit analysis project to begin shortly. 

28/05/2013WRH03450NAMA Operations

28/05/2013WRH03500192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the National Asset Man-
agement Agency intends to launch a Real Estate Investment Trust; the timetable involved; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25608/13]

28/05/2013WRH03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the Board of NAMA 
is currently reviewing its approach to REITs and the role it can play in light of the recently in-
troduced legislation.  I am advised that it has made no decision on the matter.

28/05/2013WRH03650Property Taxation Administration

28/05/2013WRH03700193. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the per minute cost to a 
person of phoning the local property tax 1890 telephone helpline. [25623/13]

28/05/2013WRH03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that it is not possible to advise on the cost to a person of phoning the Local Property Tax 
telephone helpline.  I am informed that the price is dependent on the individual’s phone network 
as well as the type of ‘phone package’ that the individual has with his/her operator.  Some op-
erators operate on a price per call basis while others charge per minute. 

Question No. 194 answered with Question No. 171.

28/05/2013WRJ00250Currency Circulation

28/05/2013WRJ00300195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of coins of each 
denomination that have been minted in each year here since the introduction of the euro. 
[25659/13]

28/05/2013WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is set out in the following spreadsheet.  Figures for 2002 and 2003 are not available. 

1c 2c 5c 10c 20c 50c €1 €2 Total

2002*  Breakdown 
not available 

531 million*
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1c 2c 5c 10c 20c 50c €1 €2 Total

2003*  Breakdown 
not available 

583 million*

2004   
200,977,926 

  
158,521,744 

    
69,150,616 

    
62,284,339 

   
54,744,099 

    
9,165,931 

  
10,274,402 

       
5,109,795 

       
570,228,852 

2005    85,611,984     
66,024,318 

    
71,005,914 

    
24,538,169 

   
33,477,344 

  
20,056,701 

  
 6,060,154 

     
3,488,454 

       
310,263,038 

2006    74,735,247     
41,496,614 

    
70,194,320 

    
26,349,719 

   
26,971,656 

  
10,740,683 

    
5,122,015 

   
15,199,516 

       
270,809,770 

2007    90,298,031   
  25,551,248 

    
90,645,394 

    
57,084,373 

   
15,603,909 

    
5,001,002 

    
4,957,645 

     
4,654,333 

       
293,795,935 

2008    63,695,948     
58,723,719 

    
50,658,391 

    
55,148,032 

   
36,242,534 

    
5,770,534 

    
2,559,757 

   
19,838,333 

       
292,637,248 

2009    20,033,208     
27,204,971 

    
51,212,102 

    
37,648,213 

   
35,488,824 

    
7,444,440 

    
7,069,511 

        
 11,971 

       
186,113,240 

2010    66,473,053     
25,564,859 

  
1,048,581 

     
1,179,239 

    
1,079,119 

    
1,200,450 

    
1,118,816 

     
2,473,390 

       
100,137,507 

2011    
36,123,593 

    
38,630,103 

     
1,043,942 

        
973,392 

    
1,191,869 

    
1,111,953 

    
1,114,970 

     
2,443,900 

         
82,633,722 

2012    
75,737,283 

      
1,134,163 

     
1,083,330 

        
890,691 

    
1,027,527 

   
 1,043,448 

    
1,071,945 

    
 1,110,006 

         
83,098,393 

* From the Central Bank Annual Reports, available at: http://www.centralbank.ie/publica-
tions/Pages/corporate-publications.aspx.

28/05/2013WRJ00450Bank Guarantee Scheme Termination

28/05/2013WRJ00500196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the effect the ending of the 
bank guarantee has on the caps on bonuses applying to bankers. [25660/13]

28/05/2013WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the Credit 
Institutions (Eligible Liabilities Guarantee) Scheme 2009 (ELG Scheme) issuance period for 
eligible liabilities ended at midnight on 28 March, 2013. Eligible liabilities covered under the 
Scheme which were incurred up to that time continue to be covered up to their maturity date 
which could be up to 5 years’ maximum from the date the liability was incurred.  This means 
that covered liabilities will wind down over the period 29 March, 2013, to 27 March, 2018, at 
the latest and for participating institutions that they continue to have obligations to the Minister 
for Finance, as Guarantor, under the  ELG Scheme until the wind down had been completed.  
There is no linkage between the action taken by the Government on the winding down of the 
ELG Scheme and incentive payments at the State supported banks.  Present Government policy 
on this issue is, and continues to be, that the awarding or payment of bonuses is prohibited 
based on the terms of the State’s investment in those institutions.

28/05/2013WRJ00650Tax Code

28/05/2013WRJ00700197. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the options available to a sports 
professional, who has availed of the Tax Relief on Retirement for Certain Income of Certain 
Sportspersons S480A TCA 1997 and would like to recommence a career in the same profes-
sional sport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25662/13]

28/05/2013WRJ00800198. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if there is a maximum limit 
that a sports professional is allowed to earn per annum in direct earnings from the professional 
sport, post retirement without facing a claw back on the Tax Relief on Retirement for Certain 
Income of Certain Sports persons S480A TCA 1997, in view of the fact that the sports person’s 
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financial situation would permit qualification for a jobseeker’s payment or other social welfare 
payments and that sports persons earning potential in the sport would be significantly reduced 
in relation to previous earnings. [25663/13]

28/05/2013WRJ00900199. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if the claw back on Tax Relief 
on Retirement for Certain Income of Certain Sports persons, S480A TCA 1997, would be im-
mediate or staggered over an agreed period for a sports professional who availed of the scheme 
and now who wishes to recommence a career in the same sport. [25664/13]

28/05/2013WRJ01000200. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance if a sports professional who 
previously availed of the Tax Relief on Retirement for Certain Income of Certain Sports per-
sons scheme, S480A TCA 1997 and retired from the sport due to ill health would be entitled to 
recommence a career in the same sport without clawback on the tax relief in view of the fact 
that the sports person had recovered sufficiently from the illness. [25665/13]

28/05/2013WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 197 to 
200, inclusive, together. 

Retirement relief for certain sportspersons was introduced in Finance Act 2002.  It provides 
for relief to be given for any tax year by way of a deduction equal to 40% of the sportsperson’s 
gross earnings, before expenses, from direct participation in their sport.  The relief is given in 
the tax year in which the sportsperson permanently retires provided he or she is tax resident 
in the State for that year.  The relief can be claimed for up to any 10 years in which the sport-
sperson was resident in the State between the tax year 1990/91 and the tax year in which he or 
she retires.  They do not have to be consecutive years.  A claim results in a sportsperson’s tax 
liability for the years in question being recalculated, based on the 40% deduction and relief is 
given by way of a refund of tax paid.

The relief was introduced for sportspersons when they permanently retire to acknowledge 
what they sacrificed in terms of career development and family commitments in order to train 
and compete at national and international level. It recognised that the majority of professional 
sportspersons in the State were not wealthy, and tended to have a very short earnings career 
that could often be cut shorter by injury.  It provides recognition of the particular challenges 
and difficulties they have in earning their income, the contribution that they make to the image 
of Ireland at home and abroad, and the enjoyment and interest for the general public that they 
generate by their participation and success.

The relief is given when a sportsperson ceases to be permanently engaged in their sport 
and is withdrawn where a person recommences the sport on a professional level (although it 
can be maintained if the sportsperson continues to participate at amateur level).  Withdrawal 
is by means of an assessment for the total amount of the relief under Case IV of Schedule D 
in the year of assessment in which the relief was given.  There is no minimum amount that a 
sportsperson can earn per annum post retirement before facing a claw back of the relief and the 
reason for the first retirement is not a consideration in granting the relief in the first instance, 
nor in clawing it back if the individual returns to the sport.  The relief is given on the basis that 
the individual has permanently retired.

Where an assessment is raised, any person who has difficulty in paying the amount due can 
contact the Office of the Collector-General in relation to payment options.  When the sport-
sperson subsequently permanently retires he or she can again avail of the relief in that year and 
in respect of any ten of the years from 1990/91 in which he or she had earnings arising from 
participation in the sport.
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28/05/2013WRJ01150IFSC Clearing House Group

28/05/2013WRJ01200201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of officials who 
have been present at each IFSC Clearing House Group meeting since March 2011, including 
each working group. [25671/13]

28/05/2013WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The IFSC Clearing House Group and 
its four working groups operate under the aegis of the Department of an Taoiseach rather than 
my Department.  I am advised by that Department that it is providing a reply to the Deputy’s 
question.

28/5/2013WRJ01350National Pensions Reserve Fund Administration

28/05/2013WRJ01400202. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to make funds 
available to the Western Development Commission, from the National Pension Reserve Fund, 
for investment in productive enterprise, in the western region, in view of their good record in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25883/13]

28/05/2013WRJ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Pensions Reserve Fund 
(NPRF) was established in 2001 under the National Pensions Reserve Fund Act 2000.  As the 
Deputy will be aware, the Government has decided to establish the Ireland Strategic Investment 
Fund (ISIF) which will absorb the NPRF.  Officials of my Department are currently prepar-
ing the legislation to create the ISIF with an Ireland-focused commercial investment mandate, 
designed to support economic activity and employment through the redeployment of NPRF 
resources.  As at 31 March 2013, the value of the NPRF was €15.2 billion of which Directed 
Investments (investments in Irish financial institutions made for public policy reasons at the di-
rection of the Minister for Finance) were valued at €8.8 billion and the Discretionary Portfolio, 
which remains the responsibility of the NPRF Commission and which will form the basis of the 
ISIF, was valued at €6.4 billion.

28/05/2013WRJ01550General Government Debt

28/05/2013WRJ01600203. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the overall current level of debt 
here; and if he will categorise the different debt amounts. [25896/13]

28/05/2013WRJ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent period for which data 
is available on the general government debt is the last quarter of 2012.  A detailed breakdown 
of the composition of general government debt and resultant pie chart is available on page 24 
of the Irish Stability Programme April 2013 Update.  The corresponding data requested by the 
Deputy is listed in the table.

- 2012 - €bn
Government Bonds 87.9
State Savings 16.2
Promissory Note 25.3
Programme Assistance 56.7
Other 6.4
General Government Debt 192.5
Source: Department of Finance, NTMA and CSO

Note: In February 2013 the promissory note commitment was replaced by a portfolio of 
government bonds.  The effect of this exchange (excluding costs related to the whole transac-
tion) is to replace the promissory note debt with government bond debt, with no immediate 
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effect on the general government debt.

28/05/2013WRJ01750General Government Debt

28/05/2013WRJ01800204. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the projections for the overall 
national debt levels here for each of the next ten years; and the estimated amounts of interest to 
be paid in each of those years. [25897/13]

28/05/2013WRJ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): National debt is essentially the debt 
of the Exchequer and is a subset of general government debt. General government debt is the 
measure of the total debt of the State used for comparative purposes across the European Union.  
The latest forecasts available going out to 2019, have been published recently in the Stability 
Programme Update (SPU).  The table restates the forecast for general government debt as con-
tained in the SPU and also contains the forecast nominal amounts for debt and interest.

 - 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
General 
Govern-
ment 
Debt                                                               
% of 
GDP

123.3% 119.4% 115.5% 110.8% 107.9% 103.6% 97.9%

General 
Govern-
ment 
Debt                                                               
€ Billion

207.0 208.2 209.7 209.5 211.8 212.5 210.8

General 
Govern-
ment 
Interest                                                         
€ Billion

8.2 8.5 8.9 9.2 9.5 9.9 10.1

 Source: Department of Finance

 Notes: Rounding may affect totals

28/05/2013WRJ01950Departmental Staff Numbers

28/05/2013WRJ02000205. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the current staffing levels at the 
Central Bank of Ireland, his Department and the Revenue Commissioners compared to five 
years ago. [25898/13]

28/05/2013WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At 30 April 2008, my Department em-
ployed 623.57 Full-Time Equivalents (FTE).  At 30 April 2013, the figure was 324.76.  I have 
been advised by the Central Bank that at 23 April 2013 the Central Bank employed 1,393 
staff- staff numbers at end-December 2008 were 1022.5.  The Revenue Commissioners have 
provided me with the following table in response to the Deputy’s question.

Table: Revenue serving staff (Full-Time Equivalent (FTE)) 30 April 2008 and 30 April 
2013 
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- 30 April 2008 30 April 2013 Variance Variance
Grade FTE FTE FTE %
Principal 154 115 -39 -25%
Assistant Prin-
cipal

505 409 -96 -19%

Higher Ex-
ecutive Officer/
Administrative 
Officer

1109 988 -121 -11%

Executive Offi-
cer/Staff Officer

2110 1906 -204 -10%

Clerical Officer 2524 2221 -303 -12%
Other* 178 133 -45 -25%
Total 6580 5772 -808 -12.3%

28/05/2013WRJ02150General Government Debt

28/05/2013WRJ02200206. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance if he will list Ireland’s creditors 
and itemise the amounts owed to each creditor. [25899/13]

28/05/2013WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Those persons/entities holding Irish 
Government debt would be considered Ireland’s main creditors.  The most recent estimate of 
Gross General Government Debt is for end 2012, when it stood at €192.5 billion.  The largest 
components of Gross General Government Debt at end 2012, as shown in the table, were Gov-
ernments bonds and EU/IMF Programme loans.  With regard to the ownership of Government 
bonds, while the Central Bank of Ireland is the registrar for Irish Government bonds, the man-
ner in which they are settled and registered does not allow for the identification of individual 
holders.  However, the Central Bank’s Quarterly Bulletins contain some limited information on 
holders of Irish Government bonds, disaggregated between resident and non-resident holders.  
Furthermore, the ECB announced in February 2013 that it held €14.2 billion of Irish Govern-
ment bonds at end 2012.

With regard to developments in 2013, the Deputy will be aware that the promissory notes 
in respect of IBRC were replaced by €25 billion of floating rate bonds in February and are cur-
rently held by the Central Bank of Ireland.

General Government Debt at 31 December 
2012

€ million € million

Government Bonds 87,853
EU/IMF Programme Funding*, of which: 
International Monetary Fund
European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF)
European Financial Stabilisation Mechanism 
(EFSM)
United Kingdom 
Kingdom of Sweden
Kingdom of Denmark

55,898
19,030
12,214
21,700

2,454
300
200

Other Medium and Long-Term Debt 772
State Savings Schemes (excludes POSB 
Deposits)**

13,478

Short-Term Debt 3,480
Cash and other Financial Assets*** -23,850



28 May 2013

205

General Government Debt at 31 December 
2012

€ million € million

National Debt at 31 December 2012 137,631
Reverse deduction of Cash and other Financial 
Assets***

23,850

Promissory Notes to Financial Institu-
tions****

25,261

Other General Government Debt Adjustments 5,719
General Government Debt at 31 December 
2012

192,461

Rounding can affect totals.

The figures in the table are unaudited figures and take account of the effect of currency 
hedging transactions. 

*These are the liabilities outstanding under the EU/IMF Programme as at end 2012 and 
take account of the effect of currency hedging transactions.  A prepaid margin of €0.53 billion 
was deducted from the EFSF loan of €4.19 billion drawn down on 1 February 2011.  The EFSF 
figure in the table takes account of this reduction.

** State Savings is the brand name used by the NTMA to describe the range of savings 
products offered by the State to personal savers.  These products include Savings Bonds, Sav-
ings Certificates, Instalments Savings, National Solidarity Bonds, and Prize Bonds.

State Savings Schemes also include moneys placed by depositors in the Post Office Savings 
Bank (POSB).  These funds are mainly lent to the Exchequer as short-term advances.  Taking 
into account the POSB, total State Savings outstanding was €16.3 billion at end 2012 

***Of which, Exchequer cash balances and other short-term cash management balances 
accounted for €19.3 billion at end 2012 

****In February 2013, €25 billion of floating rate Government bonds were issued to the 
Central Bank of Ireland in exchange for the Promissory Notes previously held by IBRC.

Source: NTMA and Central Statistics Office (CSO)

28/05/2013WRJ02350General Government Debt

28/05/2013WRJ02400207. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the expected debt to GDP ratio for 
each year of the next five years. [25900/13]

28/05/2013WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The projected general government debt 
to GDP ratio for the periods 2012 to 2016 and 2016 to 2019 are available on pages 54 and 49, 
respectively, of the Irish Stability Programme April 2013 Update.  The corresponding data re-
quested by the Deputy relating to the expected debt to GDP ratio for each year for the next five 
years is listed in the table.

Year Projected Debt To GDP %
2013 123.3
2014 119.4
2015 115.5
2016 110.8
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Year Projected Debt To GDP %
2017 107.9
Source: Department of Finance, NTMA and CSO

28/05/2013WRJ02550Economic Growth Rate

28/05/2013WRJ02600208. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the official estimated growth lev-
els here for the next three years. [25901/13]

28/05/2013WRJ02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department’s latest growth fore-
casts, in both GDP and GNP terms, are outlined below.  The Department’s latest macro-eco-
nomic forecasts were published on April 30 in the Irish Stability Programme -  April 2013 
Update.  The publication can be accessed on the Department’s website at www.finance.gov.ie.

Year-on-year percentage change

- 2013 2014 2015 2016
Real GDP 1.3 2.4 2.8 2.7
Real GNP 0.8 1.8 2.0 2.0

28/05/2013WRJ02750Banking Sector Issues

28/05/2013WRJ02800209. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the percentage of non -performing 
loans in Irish State owned banks. [25902/13]

28/05/2013WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The percentage of non-performing loans 
in AIB and ptsb are set out in the table.

Bank Non-Performing Loan % Dec 2012
AIB 33%
PTSB 20%

The Deputy should note that the banks provide further details regarding the non-performing 
loan portfolios in their annual report and accounts.

28/05/2013WRJ02950Mortgage Arrears Rate

28/05/2013WRJ03000210. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance if he will release figures or sta-
tistics on mortgage arrears on a county basis including incorporating three month arrears, six 
month arrears and 12 month arrears data. [25904/13]

28/05/2013WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank commenced the quar-
terly publication of mortgage and mortgage arrears data from the period ending September 
2009.  The most recent available data, which is for the quarter ending December 2012, indicates 
that 11.9% of PDH mortgages and 18.9% of BTL mortgages were in arrears of more than 90 
days.  The full range of published mortgage arrears data is available on the Central Bank’s web-
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site, www.centralbank.ie.  However, the Central Bank has advised me that it does not publish a 
geographical breakdown of its quarterly mortgage arrears statistics.

28/05/2013WRJ03150Property Taxation Exemptions

28/05/2013WRJ03200211. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the exemptions available to a 
person who has purchased a house for their child who has a severe disability, including autism 
and schizophrenia and other medical issues, in terms of the local property tax; if such a person 
will be entitled to the exemption in respect of this dwelling house which was purchased specifi-
cally to facilitate and accommodate their child because of their medical issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25930/13]

28/05/2013WRJ03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the information supplied by 
the Deputy it is not possible to provide a definitive reply.  However, the following general 
information may be useful.  Section 10B of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as 
amended) provides that an exemption from the charge to LPT may apply to a residential prop-
erty purchased, built or adapted to make it suitable for occupation by a permanently and totally 
incapacitated individual as their sole or main residence, where an award has been made by the 
Personal Injuries Assessment Board or a court, or where a trust has been established, specifi-
cally for the benefit of such individuals.

I am advised that section 189(A) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (as amended), defines 
‘incapacitated individual’ as an individual who is permanently and totally incapacitated, by rea-
son of mental or physical infirmity, from being able to maintain himself or herself.  Entitlement 
to the exemption provided for in section 10B will depend on whether the extent of a person’s 
disability is such that they are permanently and totally incapacitated from being able to main-
tain himself or herself.

I am further advised that, if the exemption mentioned above is not available, Section 15A 
(as amended) of the Act provides for a reduction in the market value of a residential property 
that has been adapted for occupation by a disabled person, as defined within Section 2 of the 
Disability Act 2005, where the adaptation has been grant-aided or approved for grant aid by a 
local authority under either of the following: 

(1) Housing (Adaptation Grants for older people and people with disabilities) Regulations 
2007.

(2) Regulation 4 of the Housing (Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grants) Regula-
tions 2001. 

28/0513WRJ03350Property Taxation Administration

28/05/2013WRJ03400212. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance if the National Association of 
Building Co-operatives is liable for half the local property tax of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 17 who purchased an apartment from NABCO on a 50% shared ownership basis. 
[25935/13]

28/05/2013WRJ03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides that a liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a 
person owns a residential property on the liability date, which is 1 May 2013 for the year 2013, 
and, for subsequent years, 1 November in the preceding year.  I am advised by the Revenue 
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Commissioners that where a residential property is purchased under the equity share programme 
operated by the National Association of Building Cooperatives (NABCo) the liable person will 
be the purchaser.  This is on the basis that under this scheme, the purchaser acquires a leasehold 
interest in the property for a period that exceeds 20 years.  Such a purchaser is in the same posi-
tion as a property owner who purchases a residential property with a mortgage from a financial 
institution.  Accordingly, the purchaser will be liable for payment of the LPT on the property.

Question No. 213 answered with Question 140.

28/05/2013WRJ03650Tax Code

28/05/2013WRJ03700214. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the retention of VAT on restaurants and other key areas in the tour-
ism industry at 9%, in view of the fact that since its introduction in July 2011 the reduced rate 
has had a positive effect with 6,000 new employment contracts issued nationwide with a further 
300 envisaged over the next 18 months; and based on the expansion in jobs and the general 
economy if he will assure the restaurant and tourism industry that he will retain VAT levels in 
this area at 9%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25958/13]

28/05/2013WRJ03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Any proposals to maintain the 9% rate 
into 2014 will be considered in the context of Budget 2014.

28/05/2013WRK00150

FÁS Training Programmes

28/05/2013WRK00200215. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that training courses are provided for jobseekers in Oracle and Java computer software to en-
sure they have the IT skills needed to take up employment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25150/13]

28/05/2013WRK00300236. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if training courses 
are provided by FÁS-SOLAS in Oracle and Java computer software in order to ensure trainees 
can secure the IT skills needed to take up employment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25151/13]

28/05/2013WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 215 and 236 together. 

I am informed that FAS provides the following Java/Oracle IT courses.

FÁS eCollege provide online learning

 - Java Associate Developer SE7 - Online

 - Java Professional Developer SE7 - Online.

Courses are also run in FÁS Training Centres as demand dictates leading to Oracle Certifi-
cation at Java Level I or II

 - JAVA Programming - Short Course

 - Java Programmer I SE7

 - Java Programmer
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 - Java Associate

 - Creating Software Using Java - Evenings

 - Programming in Java (Intro) - Evenings.

In addition to the above FÁS through its Training Centre facilities, contracted training units 
and its community training interventions provides a wide and diverse portfolio of training inter-
ventions designed to provide learners with the appropriate IT knowledge, skills and competence 
to avail of an extensive range of IT labour market opportunities. The portfolio of courses shown 
below is typical and indicative but not exclusive or exhaustive: Java Programming Levels 1 and 
2; Software Developer – includes JAVA, VB, VB.Net and C#; MySQL / PHP; MTA Software 
and Networking Fundamentals; IT Support Specialist; Digital Web Design; Web Developer; 
Software Tester; IT Maintenance; Digital Media; Desk Top Publishing; Web Design Introduc-
tion; Advanced Digital Imaging; Computer Applications & Office Skills; Manual & Computer-
ised Payroll and Bookkeeping; Computer Network Installation and Maintenance; Multimedia 
Training; 2D and 3D Computer Aided Design; 3D Parametric Modelling; Computer Program-
ming & Game Design; Internet Skills; Computer Literacy.

28/05/2013WRK00450Residential Institutions Issues

28/05/2013WRK00500216. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific 
status in terms of access to financial compensation by the State for former inhabitants of the 
Bethany House Homes under the Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25587/13]

28/05/2013WRK00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): While the Schedule to the 
Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002, specified named institutions, section 4 of the Act 
allowed for the insertion into the Schedule of “any industrial school, reformatory school, or-
phanage, children’s home, special school which was established for the purpose of providing 
education services to children with a physical or intellectual disability or a hospital providing 
medical or psychiatric services to people with a physical or mental disability or mental illness in 
which children were placed and resident and in respect of which a public body had a regulatory 
or inspection function” into the Schedule by Ministerial Order.  Two such Orders were made in 
November 2004 and July 2005.

At the time these Orders were made the Department of Health and Children had advised 
that it was unable to locate any documentation which would indicate that a public body had an 
inspection or regulatory function in respect of the Bethany Home.  Subsequently, in 2007 the 
Department of Health and Children advised that evidence of a regulatory or inspection function 
had been located and that the inclusion of Bethany Home in the Redress Scheme could be con-
sidered.  However, as the information identified that Bethany Home operated as a mother and 
baby home it was not regarded as eligible to be considered for inclusion in the Scheme.

Following the publication of the Ryan Report, there were a range of requests and demands 
for the scheme to be extended, including a request for the Bethany Home to be included on 
the basis that it operated as a children’s home.  However, the Government of the time decided 
against the inclusion of any further institutions within the scheme.  The decision not to extend 
the scheme has meant the exclusion of a range of institutions which could have been considered 
for inclusion.  I met with the representatives of the Bethany Home Survivors Group in May 
2011.  While acknowledging the hurt and pain that remains with the survivors, having reviewed 
the papers on the Home and having taken all the circumstances into account, I found no basis to 
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revisit the decision of the previous Government not to include the Home in the Redress Scheme.

28/05/2013WRK00650Teacher Redeployment

28/05/2013WRK00700217. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry who was recently confirmed to be on the fifth salary point by his 
Department will be added to the supplementary teaching panel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25031/13]

28/05/2013WRK00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.  
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers. The application process for the supplementary panels was introduced for the 2012/13 
school year.

The arrangements for panel access for fixed term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Department Circular 0038/2012 which was 
published on 9 November 2012 on the Department website.  The period for submitting applica-
tions was between 9 November 2012 and 14 December 2012. The circular made clear that late 
applications would not be considered. The Department has received a number of applications 
after the closing date which will not be processed.

28/05/2013WRK00850State Examinations Commission

28/05/2013WRK00900218. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired teachers from primary and second level schools throughout the country who were 
employed at any stage by his Department and State Examinations Commission, including those 
who were employed for just one day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25034/13]

28/05/2013WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information as requested 
by the Deputy is not available. The details of the number of retired teachers employed in the 
period January to March 2013 will be forwarded to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRK01050State Examinations Issues

28/05/2013WRK01100219. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of retired teachers who were employed for State Examinations Commission practical and oral 
exams in any subject in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25035/13]

28/05/2013WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

28/05/2013WRK01250State Examinations Issues

28/05/2013WRK01300220. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
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of retired teachers who have been employed as supervisors or readers for State exams in 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25036/13]

28/05/2013WRK01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions including organising the holding of examinations and determining procedures in places 
where examinations are conducted, including the supervision of examinations.  In view of the 
above, I have forwarded your queries to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply 
to you.

28/05/2013WRK01450State Examinations Issues

28/05/2013WRK01500221. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
retired teachers who will or have been employed as exam secretary in a school for State exams 
in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25037/13]

28/05/2013WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

28/05/2013WRK01650Suicide Prevention

28/05/2013WRK01700222. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way a suicide 
awareness programme for teenagers Bring Me Back Alive play could be taken to every school 
in the country. [25039/13]

28/05/2013WRK01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware of the serious 
problem of youth suicide and of the role that schools can play in prevention . My Department 
produced guidelines for schools in this area last year.  Well-Being in Post-Primary Schools: 
Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention, which I launched jointly with 
Minister Kathleen Lynch  in January 2013, was developed by my Department in conjunction 
with the Department of Health  and the Health Service Executive. The  guidelines are informed 
by consultation with key Education and Health partners and by the findings of current research. 
They provide practical guidance to post-primary schools on how they can promote mental 
health and well-being in an integrated school-wide way and they also provide evidence-based 
advice on how to support young people who may be at risk of suicidal behaviour.

The Guidelines build on the significant work already taking place in schools, including 
through the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum, the whole-school guid-
ance plan, the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) continuum of support model 
and the HSE, Health Promoting Schools Process. Information is also provided on how to access 
support from the SPHE Support Service and other  external agencies and support services.  In 
addition, in the new Framework for Junior Cycle which I launched in October, “Wellbeing” is 
one of the 8 principles which underpin the Framework. Through a student’s experience in Ju-
nior Cycle, I want the student to be able to take actions to safeguard and promote his/ her well 
- being and that of others.

The Bring Me Back Alive Play is one of a range of external resources and initiatives that are 
available to assist schools in implementing various aspects of the curriculum. Unfortunately my 
Department is not in a position to endorse individual initiatives, and it is a matter for individual 
schools to determine which of these resources they  choose to access. My Department’s advice 
is that schools in the first instance should implement the Well-Being in Post-Primary Schools 
document effectively and when considering collaborating with external agencies in doing work 
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in the area of mental health promotion, schools should  be cognisant of Appendix 3a (DES, Cir-
cular 0023/2010) and 3b which provide advice on best practice for Social Personal and Health 
Education.  The  following is a link to the  Guidelines document: http://www.education.ie/en/
Publications/Education-Reports/Well_Being_PP_Schools_Guidelines.pdf.

28/05/2013WRK01850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRK01900223. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 139 of 15 May 2013, if the policy with regard to July provision of home 
tuition for children with autism has changed; if children who are siblings, who all have autism 
will receive 40 hours of one to one tuition each, or if that time will have to be shared; and when 
that change in policy took place. [25053/13]

28/05/2013WRK02000230. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will reverse 
his decision to allocate resource hours under the July provision to siblings based on the school 
grouping principle rather than to each child in their own right; if he will outline the assistance 
he will give to parents unable to find tutors that will work alone with a number of children with 
a severe or profound learning disability or autism. [25117/13]

28/05/2013WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 223 and 230 together. 

The July Education Programme provides funding for an extended school year for children 
with autism and children with a severe or profound general learning disability. This Programme 
is available to all special and mainstream primary schools which have special classes catering 
for eligible pupils.  Where school based provision is not available, 10 hours per week home 
based provision may be grant-aided to eligible pupils. In cases where there are qualifying sib-
lings, a combined allocation is made. This is consistent with the school grouping principle, 
where one teacher is allocated to a class of six pupils. Accordingly, it is considered appropriate 
that a tutor can provide collective tuition in the home to siblings. Under these arrangements, 
each child is receiving a full 10 hours tuition.  In previous years the application process may 
have failed to identify siblings resulting in double allocations in some cases. This year’s appli-
cation process has corrected this historic deficit. There has not been a change to the scheme’s 
criteria.

28/05/2013WRK02150Schools Building Projects Expenditure

28/05/2013WRK02200224. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage of a 
proposed extension to a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; if he will outline in 
tabular form the costs that have been incurred by his Department in the project to date, includ-
ing surveying, planning, legal fees and others; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25071/13]

28/05/2013WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the proposed expansion of the school to which he refers was an-
nounced to commence construction in 2014/2015 as part of my Department’s Five Year Plan.  
While architectural planning for the delivery of the project had commenced, the Design Team 
encountered significant difficulties which would have major implications for the successful 
progression of the project through the planning process.  Accordingly, my Department has de-
cided that the proposed building project, as envisaged, will not now proceed. My Department 
has confirmed this position to the school’s Patron. A re-assessment of the demographic need has 
been undertaken and alternative provision is now being made to meet demographic demand.
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My Department will, however, continue to monitor enrolments in all areas, including the 
area in question, to ensure that there is sufficient school accommodation to meet any projected 
future demand. My Department has expended €40,935 in advancing the project to its current 
stage. A breakdown of this figure is contained in the table.

  - Balance Type
Enniskerry NS Roll 
No 17223O

Project 2013 2012
17223O0000 Fees PSDS Interim 615 0
17223O0000 Architect Major Fees 14,735 0
17223O0000 Quantity Surveyor 

Major Fees
5,328 0

17223O0000 Mechanical & Elec-
trical Major Fees

3,296 0

17223O0000 Structural Engineer 
Major Fees

6,018 0

17223O0000 Topographical sur-
vey

3,515 0

17223O0000 Site investigation 2,689 3,589
17223O0000 Archaeological 

Survey
396 0

17223O0000 Traffic Management 
Reports

424 0

Ordnance Maps/Sur-
veys

330 0

Totals 37,346 3,589
Overall Total 40,935

28/05/2013WRK02350Vocational Education Committees Amalgamation

28/05/2013WRK02400225. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
the ECF figure for the to be merged Cork City and County Vocational Education Committee to 
be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25073/13]

28/05/2013WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The position is that the De-
partment following the establishment of the Education and Training Boards (ETBs) will deter-
mine the ECF targets for individual ETBs and will communicate this to each ETB, including 
Cork ETB.

28/05/2013WRK02550Student Grant Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRK02600226. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a determina-
tion will be made regarding a Student Universal Support Ireland grant application in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25084/13]

28/05/2013WRK02625Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 
Deputy was issued with a decision on the 23/4/2013 advising him that he was deemed ineligible 
to receive a grant. If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a 
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student grant, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI.  Where an 
individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view 
that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the 
position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board. 
The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

28/05/2013WRK02650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRK02700227. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the maximum 
allocation of resource hours will be provided to children with Down’s syndrome, and whether 
they will be recognised in their entirety and in their own right by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25097/13]

28/05/2013WRK02800228. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if children with 
Down’s syndrome will now receive the resource teaching hours under the new recommenda-
tions on special education. [25108/13]

28/05/2013WRK02900232. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will make chang-
es to circular 02/05 to add Down’s syndrome to the list of complex low incidence disorders to 
enable adequate resource hours to children. [25125/13]

28/05/2013WRK03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 227, 228 and 232 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down’s syndrome, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down’s syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teach-
ing support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) 
of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.  Pupils with Down’s 
syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general learning disability, or 
under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed Syndrome, in conjunc-
tion with another Low Incidence disability. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to 
any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.  My Department re-
quested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down’s syndrome should be reclassified as 
a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability, in the context 
of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational system supports children 
with special educational needs in schools.

The NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. The report recom-
mends that under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, chil-
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dren should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by 
disability category.  The NCSE has recommended that in the short-term, pupils with Down’s 
syndrome who are in the Mild General Learning Difficulty (Mild GLD) category should con-
tinue to be supported by schools’ Learning Support allocation in the same way as other pupils 
with a Mild GLD.  It has not been recommended that an exception should be made for children 
with Down’s syndrome who are in the mild general learning difficulty range, over other chil-
dren who are in the mild range and who also may have other co-morbid conditions.

However, the NCSE report states that it is confident that the introduction of a new allocation 
model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with mild general learning disabilities, 
including children with Down’s syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be 
supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process. In the 
meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning support granted 
to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their needs.  I have 
requested the NCSE to immediately proceed to establish a Working Group in order to develop 
a proposal for a new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as one of the principal recom-
mendations of the report. 

28/05/2013WRK03050Special Educational Needs Expenditure

28/05/2013WRK03100229. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 306 of 29 January 2013 the way his Department has justified a situa-
tion in which €207,854.02 is approved in funding for a special educational unit at a school built 
as part of the same bundle of PPP schools while another school in that same bundle received 
approval for only €13,500.00 for its special educational unit; if he will explain the reason the 
school receiving the lesser amount was directed by his Department to provide a special educa-
tional unit as part of its construction; the way the special education provision differs between 
each school where the second school is expected to equip its unit with one fifteenth of the 
money approved by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25115/13]

28/05/2013WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is my Department’s gen-
eral practice to include a special needs unit (SNU) in the accommodation brief for new school 
buildings, unless local circumstances indicate that it will not be required.The level of funding 
referred to by the Deputy is in accordance with the Department’s current guidelines for funding 
SNUs.  These guidelines changed in 2011 and any school which applied for funding before that 
date was grant-aided on a different basis.  The current level of funding of €6,500 for one spe-
cial class plus €7,000 to purchase equipment for the school’s Multi Sensory Room is provided 
to all primary and post-primary schools irrespective of the delivery method used. In addition, 
grant aid is available to all schools to fund the purchase of special items of furniture for special 
needs pupils. The scheme applies to all children who are diagnosed as having special needs. 
Schools must apply directly to the Department and their applications must be supported by a 
report from a professional who assessed the pupil. Only furniture approved by the Department 
will be funded. 

  Question No. 230 answered with 223.

28/05/2013WRK03350School Accommodation

28/05/2013WRK03400231. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No.109 of 27 February 2013, if a decision has been reached on an application 
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from a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25119/13]

28/05/2013WRK03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that an application for additional accommodation at the school, to which he refers, was ap-
proved in March 2013 and a significant devolved grant has been approved.  Furthermore, I also 
wish to advise that consideration is been given to replacing the remaining prefab on site with 
permanent accommodation and Department officials will be in contact with the School Author-
ity in this regard shortly.

 Question No. 232 answered with Question No. 227.

28/05/2013WRK03650Higher Education Grants Eligibility Criteria

28/05/2013WRK03700233. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which qualification income guidelines affect eligibility for a higher education grant in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25133/13]

28/05/2013WRK03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for the relevant grant awarding authority.  The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s ap-
plication form, including those relating to residency and or nationality, it would not be possible 
for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.  Budget 2013 provided for a 
3% reduction in grant income thresholds in 2013 grant scheme. The measure will apply to both 
new and renewal. This reduction in thresholds does not apply to the threshold for the special 
rate of grant and the threshold for the €2,000 contribution at postgraduate will still be €31,500 
for the 2013/14 academic year.  The student grant scheme for the 2013/14 academic year was 
published on 16th May 2013 and is available on the studentfinance.ie website. To determine eli-
gibility, for the 2013/2014 academic year, a student may submit a fully completed online grant 
application to SUSI, via studentfinance.ie.

28/05/2013WRK03850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRK03900234. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the allocation of a special needs assistant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; when the person will be entitled to a review of the latest decision in relation to 
the allocation of SNA hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25141/13]

28/05/2013WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  SNAs are allocated to schools in order to provide for the care needs 
of children with special educational needs attending such schools.  The NCSE operates within 
my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the 
staffing resources available to my Department.

The NCSE allocates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account 
the care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the 
assessed care needs of the children.  It is a matter for schools to then allocate and manage these 
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resources to assist children as their needs arise.  All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE 
for SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013.  The NCSE are currently 
processing these applications and schools will be notified by SENOs of their SNA allocations 
for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications 
received.

Where a school considers that it has not received a sufficient quantum of SNA support to 
cater for the care needs of all qualifying children, the school may apply to the NCSE for ad-
ditional SNA support or for a review of their SNA allocation.  Whereas there is no prescriptive 
timeframe before which a review may take place, it will be expected that schools, before re-
questing any such review, will be in a position to demonstrate that they have made every effort 
to manage any SNA allocation that has already been made to their school to best effect.  All 
schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their 
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details 
available on www.ncse.ie.

28/05/2013WRK04050Teacher Recruitment

28/05/2013WRK04100235. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will 
take to ensure that new qualified teaching graduates can take up employment in their profession 
here; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many newly graduated teachers have been 
forced to seek work abroad, and the great loss this is to the education sector here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25145/13]

28/05/2013WRK04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The issue of teacher supply 
is kept under review by my Department.  I acknowledge that the various budget measures that 
have taken place in recent years can limit the employment opportunities for newly qualified 
teachers.  However, there are limits to the number of teaching posts that we can afford to fund 
as a country.

The redeployment of surplus permanent teachers is the first mechanism to fill teaching posts 
in schools. This is key to the ability of my Department to manage within its payroll budget and 
ceiling on teacher numbers.  There are standard arrangements in place for filling any remaining 
vacancies which gives employment opportunities for teachers on fixed-term or part-time con-
tracts and also newly qualified teachers.

Data from the 2011 census show a significant increase in the numbers of people identify-
ing themselves as teachers since the 2006 census.  That increase is substantial even in relation 
to other occupations which also had an increase.  Census data for 2011 show unemployment 
among this group, at 3.5%, well below the national average.  That said, I am aware that there 
are newly qualified teachers not yet holding teaching positions in schools and measures have 
been taken to alleviate difficulties for new teachers.  My Department has directed managerial 
authorities of schools to recruit unemployed teachers ahead of retired ones, in an effort to ease 
the difficulties for those who cannot find work in the profession.

In addition, the JobBridge National Internship Scheme can provide newly qualified teach-
ers with opportunities to gain experience and to undertake the necessary teaching duties to 
complete the process of probation.  The minimum service requirement for probation purposes 
in order to secure registration with the Teaching Council was decreased from 170 days to 100 
days in the 2011/2012 school year.

    Question No. 236 answered with Question No. 215.
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28/05/2013WRL00250Student Grant Scheme Appeals

28/05/2013WRL00300237. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare who applied for a third level education grant to Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland in 2012 will receive a decision on their grant application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25192/13]

28/05/2013WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy appealed their decision. SUSI reviewed his application and he was issued with a 
decision on the 23rd May 2013.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down 
in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly 
in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the 
independent Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on re-
quest from SUSI.

28/05/2013WRL00450Schools Building Projects Expenditure

28/05/2013WRL00500238. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding his De-
partment has granted in respect of capital building and refurbishment projects, as well as rental 
accommodation, and to which schools, in Tramore, County Waterford, in each of the past five 
years. [25210/13]

28/05/2013WRL00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested in 
respect of the schools in Tramore, County Waterford, is provided in the tables for the five year 
period 2008 to 2012.

CAPITAL FUNDING

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 64922J Stella Maris Second-

ary School Tramore
€137,083.03

2009 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€300.00

2010 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€98,529.80

2011 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€8,600.08

2012 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€2,034.07

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 64923L CBS Tramore €498,267.59
2009 64923L CBS Tramore €12,700.00
2010 64923L CBS Tramore €69,202.44
2011 64923L CBS Tramore nil
2012 64923L CBS Tramore nil
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Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 

Barún, Tramore
€1,214.82

2009 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€137,502.62

2010 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€84,442.23

2011 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€9,496.00

2012 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€7,720.18

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 19629G Holy Cross NS, 

Tramore
€5,994.34

2009 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€266,377.54

2010 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€1,036,200.80

2011 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€2,419,207.78

2012 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€107,342.35

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 20116H Glór na Mara NS, 

Tramore
€18,397.26

2009 20116H Glór na Mara NS, 
Tramore

nil

2010 20116H Glór na Mara NS, 
Tramore

€95,463.50

2011 20116H Glór na Mara NS, 
Tramore

€26,760.38

2012 20116H Glór na Mara NS, 
Tramore

nil

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 17536M SN Dun Aill, Tra-

more
€114,787.54

2009 17536M SN Dun Aill, Tra-
more

€5,000.00

2010 17536M SN Dun Aill, Tra-
more

€10,433.00

2011 17536M SN Dun Aill, Tra-
more

€8,016.00

2012 17536M SN Dun Aill, Tra-
more

€1,821.63
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RENTAL ACCOMMODATION FUNDING

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 64922J Stella Maris Second-

ary School Tramore
nil

2009 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

nil

2010 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€9,228.27

2011 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€27,684.80

2012 64922J Stella Maris Second-
ary School Tramore

€27,913.60

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 64923L CBS Tramore nil
2009 64923L CBS Tramore nil
2010 64923L CBS Tramore €13,175.19
2011 64923L CBS Tramore €43,414.80
2012 64923L CBS Tramore €43,773.60

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 

Barún, Tramore
€54,323.91

2009 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€61,837.22

2010 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€60,439.03

2011 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€62,215.30

2012 19885B Gaelscoil Phílíb 
Barún, Tramore

€51,159.11

Year Roll No Name Amount
2008 19629G Holy Cross NS, 

Tramore
€210,619.63

2009 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€236,740.46

2010 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€224,839.20

2011 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

€106,634.29

2012 19629G Holy Cross NS, 
Tramore

nil

28/05/2013WRL00650Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRL00700239. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25215/13]
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28/05/2013WRL00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Building Project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  
Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to pri-
oritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 
five year construction programme announced last year.  School building projects, including the 
project referred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction 
programme, but which were previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final plan-
ning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department 
in the future.

28/05/2013WRL00850Student Grant Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRL00900240. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appli-
cation for higher education grant will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25228/13]

28/05/2013WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that requested additional documenta-
tion was incomplete. The applicant referred to by the Deputy was issued with a decision on the 
9th May, 2013 advising him that he was deemed ineligible to receive a grant.  If an individual 
applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, she/he may appeal, 
in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an 
appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been 
interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by 
the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be 
available on request from SUSI.

28/05/2013WRL01050Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRL01100241. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outstanding ac-
tions that are needed to bring a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15 from stage 2b to stage 3 
in the construction process. [25254/13]

28/05/2013WRL01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  A 
revised stage 2(b) submission was received in my Department in December 2012. Further clari-
fication has been sought from the VEC on this stage 2(b) submission and the Department is cur-
rently awaiting a response. The VEC is currently concluding the appointment of a replacement 
Engineer to the design team. Once that appointment is concluded the design team will then 
complete and submit the information necessary to complete stage 2(b).

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 
5 year construction programme announced in March 2012.  School building projects, including 
the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction 
programme, but which were previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final plan-
ning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department 
in the future.
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28/05/2013WRL01250Schools Building Projects Applications

28/05/2013WRL01300242. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the proposed extension to a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will 
outline when construction will begin. [25255/13]

28/05/2013WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning. Due 
to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise 
the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet 
increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year 
construction programme.  School building projects previously initiated but not included in the 
current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages 
in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the future.

28/05/2013WRL01450Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRL01500243. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a full 
special maintenance grant was not issued by Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [25257/13]

28/05/2013WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for the relevant grant awarding authority.  The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s ap-
plication form, including those relating to eligibility for the special rate of maintenance grant , 
it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
that the student referred to by the Deputy was ineligible for the special rate of maintenance 
grant as the reckonable income exceeded the threshold of €22,703.  If an individual applicant 
considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded 
is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual ap-
plicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that SUSI 
has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position 
may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal 
form will be available on request from SUSI.

28/05/2013WRL01650State Examinations Issues

28/05/2013WRL01700244. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason that 
reasonable accommodations for the leaving certificate exam have not been granted to a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; if he will detail the reasons these accommodations have 
not been awarded to the person in question; if his attention has been drawn to the exceptional 
circumstances at play in this case; if his attention has been drawn to the distress and upset being 
caused to the person and their family as a result of this decision; his views on whether this deci-
sion is fair; if he will review this matter and ask that an exemption be made in this case; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25306/13]

28/05/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
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aminations. The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme are available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations. In view of 
this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

28/05/2013WRL01850School Accommodation

28/05/2013WRL01900245. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm that 
there is a decision made to build schools (details supplied) in County Dublin; if he will outline 
the demand, needs and projections for these schools; and the way these new schools will impact 
on existing schools in the immediate area and its hinterland. [25347/13]

28/05/2013WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that my De-
partment has plans to provide the schools to which the Deputy refers.  They will commence 
operation in September 2013.  Based on Child benefit data and other information sources, an 
extra 1,076 pupils will require places in the area up to 2016.  This equates to an additional 38 
classrooms at a pupil teacher ratio of 28:1.  Given the scale of the demand, it is clear that the 
three schools in the immediate vicinity would not be able to meet it.  The new schools are, 
therefore, being established to both ensure that no pupil is without a place and to add to the 
choice of school type available to parents.  In addition, further lands are zoned for residential 
development in the area concerned.  The proposed new schools will be well placed to meet any 
future development in this regard.

28/05/2013WRL02050Student Grant Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRL02100246. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
update on each individual Student Universal Support Ireland (details supplied); and if he will 
ensure that each of these problems are rectified without delay. [25361/13]

28/05/2013WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Further to my answer in this 
case to Parliamentary Question No. 82 of 9th May, 2013, SUSI are unable to finalise an applica-
tion until all the necessary information has been provided by the applicant as required under the 
Student Grant Schemes 2012. Since December 2012, SUSI have engaged in a number of proac-
tive campaigns by telephone, email and post encouraging applicants to provide the information 
necessary to finalise their applications. Students who have outstanding issues are currently be-
ing contacted by SUSI as part of their close out strategy in relation to grant applications for the 
2012/2013 academic year.

28/05/2013WRL02250Student Grant Scheme Administration

28/05/2013WRL02300247. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to 
Student Universal Support Ireland student grant administration, the number of service provid-
ers that were invited to tender for the contract; the performance criteria set for delivery of the 
contract by City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee; if City of Dublin VEC will pay 
any financial penalty for their under performance over the past eight months; if the contract will 
be offered to other public and private service suppliers for the 2014/15 academic year as part 
of public sector reform and the date on which the Accenture report on SUSI’s performance will 
be published. [25371/13]
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28/05/2013WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In January 2011, my Depart-
ment issued an Expression of Interest invitation to the VECs, local authorities or other public 
bodies who might be interested in taking on administrative responsibility for the centralised 
student grants awarding and payments function. A total of 10 proposals were received. 

These proposals were examined by an independent selection panel against the evaluation 
criteria which were an integral part of the Expression of Interest procedure. On the basis of the 
review carried out by the panel at the initial stage of the process, four proposals were short-
listed for oral presentation. Following oral presentation these proposals were assigned a rank-
ing depending on their relative strengths under each of the evaluation criteria leading to the 
preferred proposal.   The selection panel evaluated the proposals under each of the following 
criteria:

 - Organisational capacity to perform the function;

 - Experience in dealing with comparable schemes/services;

 - Existing core management, expertise and resources available to be deployed to the func-
tion;

 - Capacity to deliver strong cost and efficiency benefits;

 - Overall quality of the proposal for delivery of a central student grants function.

Following this process, the selection panel made a recommendation to the Minister for 
Education and Skills on the preferred proposal which was the City of Dublin VEC proposal to 
establish Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) as a unit of that VEC.  While indicative de-
livery costs were provided by each of the bodies, they were not as such tender prices, as this was 
an expression of interest process. These indicative costs were considered under the evaluation 
criteria which examined the capacity of the bodies to deliver strong cost and efficiency benefits. 
Each of the short-listed proposals was marked under all of the evaluation criteria heading.

City of Dublin VEC was designated as the single grant awarding authority and operated on 
a transitional basis accepting all new applications for the 2012/13 academic year. The indepen-
dent review of the first year of operation of SUSI was commissioned by City of Dublin VEC 
and carried out by Accenture.  The report was published on Friday 17th May 2013 and is avail-
able on www.cdvec.ie.

28/05/2013WRL02450Teacher Redeployment

28/05/2013WRL02500248. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
a submission (details supplied) by a teacher; if he recognises this teacher’s contribution to edu-
cation; if he will address this teacher’s specific concerns; and his views regarding the general 
issues that are addressed in the submission. [25381/13]

28/05/2013WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers. The application process for the supplementary panels was introduced for the 2012/13 
school year.
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The arrangements for panel access for fixed term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Department Circular 0038/2012 which was 
published on 9 November 2012 on the Department website.  The period for submitting applica-
tions was between 9 November 2012 and 14 December 2012. The circular made clear that late 
applications would not be considered. The Department has received a number of applications 
after the closing date which will not be processed.

28/05/2013WRL02650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRL02700249. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to establish 
a consultative process with parents of children with Down’s syndrome in mainstream educa-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25407/13]

28/05/2013WRL02800265. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if resource 
hours will be extended to Down’s syndrome children with a mild intellectual disability in the 
new school year beginning September 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25581/13]

28/05/2013WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 249 and 265 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down’s syndrome, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down’s syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teach-
ing support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) 
of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down’s syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild gen-
eral learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or As-
sessed Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to 
any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.  My Department re-
quested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down’s syndrome should be reclassified as 
a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability, in the context 
of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational system supports children 
with special educational needs in schools. 

The NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  The report recom-
mends that under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, chil-
dren should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by 
disability category.  The NCSE has recommended that in the short-term, pupils with Down’s 
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syndrome pupils who are in the Mild General Learning Difficulty (Mild GLD) category should 
continue to be supported by schools’ Learning Support allocation in the same way as other pu-
pils with a Mild GLD. 

It has not been recommended that an exception should be made for children with Down’s 
syndrome who are in the mild general learning difficulty range, over other children who are 
in the mild range and who also may have other co-morbid conditions.  However, the NCSE 
report states that it is confident that the introduction of a new allocation model will overcome 
the difficulty posed by all children with mild general learning disabilities, including children 
with Down’s syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be supported according 
to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process.  In the meantime, schools are 
reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning support granted to ensure that avail-
able resources are used to support children in line with their needs. 

I have requested the NCSE to immediately proceed to establish a Working Group in order to 
develop a proposal for a new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as one of the principal 
recommendations of the report.  In making any changes to our supports for children with special 
needs consultation will be a key aspect in the implementation of any recommendations.

28/05/2013WRL02950Bullying in Schools

28/05/2013WRL03000250. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
incorporating literature (details supplied) related to bullying in the revised junior certificate syl-
labus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25414/13]

28/05/2013WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I 
published an Action Plan on Bullying in January last.  Taking into account all of the research 
reviewed and submissions and presentations received, the Anti-Bullying Working Group that 
produced the Action Plan did not recommend a particular anti-bullying programme.  However, 
they did recommend nine principles that should underpin a school’s approach to preventing and 
tackling bullying.  These are:

- A positive school culture and climate.

- A school wide approach.

- Effective leadership.

- A shared understanding of what bullying is and its impact.

- Anti-bullying policies.

- Consistent recording of reported bullying behaviour.

- Education and training.

- Prevention strategies including awareness raising.

- Established evidence-based intervention strategies.

It is therefore open to schools that have developed effective initiatives aimed at combatting 
bullying and cyber-bullying through transition year projects to use these for junior cycle classes 
if they so wish.

The NCCA is designing a range of short courses which will be available to schools from 
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September 2014 including a short course in SPHE.  Schools may choose to incorporate these 
short courses into their junior cycle programme either for certification purposes or not for cer-
tification.  They may choose not to opt for the new short course and may choose to continue 
to use existing courses or other approaches to meet the Framework’s Principles, Statements of 
Learning and Key Skills relevant to these areas.  Schools will have the flexibility to determine 
how best to meet the range of Statements of Learning, Key Skills and Principles that relate to 
the areas currently covered in SPHE.

The new Framework for Junior Cycle which I published last October will, inter alia, aim 
to increase the importance of physical wellbeing in several ways.  The Framework is based on 
eight Principles.  The Principle of “Wellbeing” undertakes to ensure that “the student experi-
ence contributes directly to their physical wellbeing.”  The Principle of “Inclusive Education” 
undertakes to ensure that “the educational experience is inclusive of all students and contributes 
to equality of opportunity, participation and outcomes for all”.  Contained in the Junior Cycle’s 
Statements of Learning is the stated aim that the student “takes action to safeguard and promote 
his/her wellbeing and that of others”.

In addition, eight Key Skills are required for successful learning across the curriculum and 
beyond the school.  This is in recognition of the fact that learning takes place both inside and 
outside of the formal school environment.  One of these Key Skills is “Staying Well”, which 
adopts a holistic approach to wellbeing and includes “Being healthy, physical and active”. 

28/05/2013WRL03150Teachers’ Remuneration

28/05/2013WRL03200251. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the efforts be-
ing made to secure all outstanding payments owed to teachers who were contracted by the ISM 
International School, Tripoli, Libya (details supplied); if he will instruct the State Examinations 
Commission to firmly request that ISM honour the payments of teacher contracts to be paid 
prior to commencement of the leaving certificate examinations on 5 June 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25415/13]

28/05/2013WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The International School of 
Martyrs (ISM) is a private educational institution located in Tripoli, Libya.  The Irish Leav-
ing Certificate examination is offered each year to candidates in the school. The role of the 
State Examinations Commission (SEC) is to provide examinations to candidates who have 
been entered for either the Junior or Leaving Certificate and in this regard I am informed by the 
SEC that it engages with the ISM school authorities on the delivery of the Leaving Certificate 
examinations for students from the school.  For the purpose of the examination system ISM 
candidates are bound by the same rules and programmes as all other pupils taking the exami-
nations, pay their examination fees to the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and sit their 
examinations under the same conditions. 

Teachers working at ISM are directly recruited and engaged as employees of that school. 
Their terms and conditions are private contractual matters between themselves and the school 
authorities.  Neither the SEC nor my Department has a role in relation to internal management 
or contractual issues between school employees and their employers.

28/05/2013WRL03350Irish Language Issues

28/05/2013WRL03400252. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm if press releases will be released simultaneously in Irish and in English as was outlined in 
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his Department’s first language scheme; if his Department will provide a dedicated telephone 
service to deal with inquiries in Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25416/13]

28/05/2013WRL03500254. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
second language scheme for his Department, under section 11 of the Official Languages Act 
2003, was not renewed until recently, particularly in view of the fact that the previous scheme 
has expired since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25418/13]

28/05/2013WRL03600255. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
his Department has in its second language scheme under section 11 of the Official Languages 
Act 2003, not implemented some of the commitments which were given in the first language 
scheme, as regards the services which would be available to the public in Irish; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25419/13]

28/05/2013WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 252, 254 and 255 together.

My Department is committed to ensuring that it provides the best service possible, in both 
official languages, to the general public.  My Department has implemented  the commitments 
in its first Irish Language Scheme and will adhere to these commitments including those related 
to press releases and telephone service.  The Deputy should note that in accordance with the 
commitments made in the first scheme, a dedicated telephone number for queries in Irish (01) 
8896780 is in place. The purpose of this service is to provide an Irish language first point of 
contact for Irish language speakers. 

The Second Irish Language Scheme was confirmed recently by my colleague, the Minister 
of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Mr. Dinny McGinley T.D.  and 
this Scheme will remain in place for a period of 3 years from April, 2013 or until a new scheme 
has been confirmed by the Minister pursuant to section 15 of the Act.

My Department’s second Irish Language Scheme notes the objective to continue to deliver 
on the commitments set out in the first Scheme and build on the progress achieved across the 
Department over the preceding period.  Most importantly, the commitments in this Scheme 
have been made in the context of what is practical and achievable over the coming three years 
given the current constraints on human and financial resources.  

My Department’s first Irish Language Scheme ran from 2005-2008.  In 2009, Oifig an 
Choimisinéara Teanga conducted an Investigation of the Department’s Irish Language Scheme 
under Paragraph 21(c) of the Official Languages Act 2003.  Once this investigation was con-
cluded, my Department commenced drawing up its second Irish Language Scheme and the 
draft Scheme was submitted to the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht thereafter. 
The 2nd scheme was commenced on the 22nd April, 2013.

28/05/2013WRL03750School Staffing

28/05/2013WRL03800253. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the basis on 
which he intends to withdraw a teaching post from a school (details supplied) in Dublin 3 for 
the 2013-14 academic year in view of the fact that the school will have in excess of the required 
175 pupils to retain their current level of teaching posts. [25417/13]

28/05/2013WRL03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools for the 2013/14 school year as a result 
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of the recent budget.  The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is also fully protected with 
no overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of the budget.  The criteria used for 
the allocation of teaching posts for the 2013/2014 school year is set out in the Staffing Schedule 
(Circular 0013/2013) which is available on the Department website.  The key factor for deter-
mining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule 
for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  Details of the criteria for appeal are 
contained in the staffing schedule, Circular 0013/2013.  The allocation process at individual 
school level is currently underway. The final staffing position for all schools will ultimately not 
be known until the Autumn. At that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and all 
appeals to the Staffing Appeals Board will have been considered.

  Questions Nos. 254 and 255 answered with Question No. 252.

28/05/2013WRL04050Apprenticeship Programmes

28/05/2013WRL04100256. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide an 
update on the review group to develop a modern apprenticeship system; and when and the way 
in which members of the public will be able to make submissions to that review; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25435/13]

28/05/2013WRL04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The first meeting of the Ap-
prenticeship Review Group took place yesterday, Monday 26th May. It will be up to this Inde-
pendent Group to determine how best to proceed with the Review including the facilitation of 
submissions from relevant stakeholders.

28/05/2013WRM00150Schools Building Projects Administration

28/05/2013WRM00200257. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department was 
consulted by Dublin City Council regarding the proposed disposal of council land (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 17; if the Department has considered this proposal in the light of any plans it 
might have for its land and in view of the needs of the school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25447/13]

28/05/2013WRM00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has no record of being consulted by Dublin City Council in relation to the 
proposed disposal of Council land to which the Deputy has referred.  As the Deputy may be 
aware, my Department has already acquired sufficient land to cater for the requirements of the 
school to which he has referred and therefore additional land is not required at this time.  

28/05/2013WRM00350Irish Language Issues

28/05/2013WRM00400258. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
commitment in the 20 year strategy that the role of COGG will be strengthened to reflect the 
need to address various issues particular to the teaching and learning of Irish in schools operat-
ing through the medium of Irish, both inside and outside the Gaeltacht and the teaching of Irish 
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in all recognised schools, and in particular his views on this commitment, in view of the deci-
sion to amalgamate COGG with the NCCA; and the way he intends to ensure that the strategy’s 
commitment to ensure there are adequate supports to ensure the teaching of Irish and teaching 
through Irish is fulfilled. [19292/13]

28/05/2013WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In reaching this decision, I 
paid particular attention to the context of our support not only for the 20 Year Strategy for the 
Irish Language 2010 - 2030 but also to the Education Act, 1998, to the Gaeltacht Act 2012, the 
recommendations in the Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life - The National Strategy 
to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young People 2011 - 2020 and to the 
implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle which I published last October.

I believe that the co-location of An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelsco-
laíochta (COGG) with the NCCA will enhance and strengthen the capacity of COGG to meet its 
statutory functions.  The NCCA has a significant amount of work currently underway or about 
to be started on the Irish language curricula in our schools.  As this work progresses, COGG 
will concurrently and collaboratively be creating resource materials to support the implementa-
tion of the new Irish curricula in our schools, both Irish medium schools and English medium 
schools.

The new arrangement will maximise the possibilities for collaboration and cooperation be-
tween both bodies.  Such an approach should ensure that there are adequate supports and that 
such supports will enhance the quality of the teaching and learning of Irish for our students.  
COGG will therefore continue to plan and co-ordinate for the provision of resources for the 
teaching and learning of Irish and to advise on and support teaching through Irish.

28/05/2013WRM00550Irish Language Issues

28/05/2013WRM00600259. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update as to the work that is being done with newly arrived immigrant children, to assist 
them to learn Irish, and to participate in all Irish language activities in their education, in par-
ticular in view of the commitment in the 20 year strategy to pay specific attention to their lan-
guage learning needs. [19290/13]

28/05/2013WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I would like to inform you 
that it is not just the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language which states that students will learn 
two languages, English and Irish, in primary and post-primary schools but also the Literacy and 
Numeracy Strategy, published in 2011.  The NCCA is currently developing a new integrated 
language curriculum that will allow primary pupils, including immigrant children, to engage 
in learning Irish.  This approach will greatly enhance the quality of learning experienced by all 
pupils.

If the newly arrived immigrant children are not proficient in the language of instruction my 
Department provides an allocation for Language Support.  If the immigrant child enters the pri-
mary school in senior classes he/she may be exempt from learning Irish in order to concentrate 
on learning English if this is the medium of instruction.  In fact, all children are usually involved 
in activities that relate both to Irish language and culture in the daily life of their class.

28/05/2013WRM00750Irish Language Issues

28/05/2013WRM00800260. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
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an update as to the progress that has been made as regards the commitment in the 20 year 
strategy to progress the development of an Irish language education resource centre in Baile 
Bhúirne, County Cork; if this commitment remains; and if he will provide a timescale on the 
development of such a centre. [19288/13]

28/05/2013WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is not in a 
position to proceed with this initiative in the current budgetary climate.

28/05/2013WRM00950School Enrolments

28/05/2013WRM01000261. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline the impact that the proposed new enrolment legislation might have on enrolment poli-
cies in Gaelscoileanna. [25555/13]

28/05/2013WRM01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I an-
nounced at this year’s Teacher Union Conferences that I will shortly bring to Government draft 
heads of a bill – the Education (Admission to School) Bill 2013.  I will seek to publish the Bill 
in draft form to allow a full public discussion, including inputs from the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on Education and Social Protection and the education partners.  I also intend to publish 
draft regulations that I plan to make when the Bill is enacted.  In bringing forward these pro-
posals, it is not my intention to unnecessarily intrude into how schools do their business.  My 
policy objective is to ensure that the way in which schools decide on applications is structured, 
fair and transparent.  As the Bill and the Regulations will be published in draft form, they will 
also be subject to a lot of detailed scrutiny before becoming law.  I will be reflecting carefully on 
the views expressed in the consultation process to ensure they strike the right balance between 
school autonomy and fairness in our education system.

28/05/2013WRM01150School Curriculum

28/05/2013WRM01200262. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
for the restructuring of the NCCA; and the impact that this will hve on An Chomhairle Gael-
tachta agus Gaelscoileanna. [25556/13]

28/05/2013WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As you are aware I have de-
cided to co-locate COGG with the NCCA.  The two organisations will move into new accom-
modation over the summer.  I believe this new arrangement will better facilitate the implemen-
tation of the recommendations of the 20 Year Strategy for Irish, 2010 - 2030, The Gaeltacht Act 
2012 and the reform currently underway on Irish curricula in primary and post primary.  The 
NCCA has embarked on major reforms of the curricula in Irish for primary, junior cycle and 
senior cycle. As the NCCA work progresses, COGG will concurrently and collaboratively be 
creating resource materials to support the teaching and learning of Irish in both Irish medium 
schools and also in English medium schools.  This collaborative approach will assist with the 
delivery of a quality learning experience for our students.

28/05/2013WRM01350FÁS Training Centres

28/05/2013WRM01400263. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will examine 
a business plan in respect of a training centre (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will pro-
vide advice, assistance, grant aid and so on, in order to accommodate up to 2,500 students and 
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create jobs proceeds at the earliest possible date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25569/13]

28/05/2013WRM01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This is a day to day opera-
tional matter for FÁS.  I have forwarded this Business Plan to FÁS for consideration.  I have 
asked officials in FÁS to contact the Deputy directly following their examination of the propos-
als. 

28/05/2013WRM01550School Enrolments

28/05/2013WRM01600264. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his Depart-
ment have been in contact with the principal or board of management of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Louth in relation to their planned intake for September 2013; if his Department 
have raised concerns on this issue; the steps being put in place to resolve this issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25573/13]

28/05/2013WRM01700279. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
appointing a person from the planning section of his Department to arbitrate between the board 
of management of a school (details supplied) in County Louth, the school patron, other schools 
principals and boards of management of other primary schools in the northern Drogheda region, 
County Louth, to resolve issues relating to pupil intake for September 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25690/13]

28/05/2013WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 264 and 279 together.

I wish to confirm for the Deputy that my Department has communicated with the Board 
of Management of the school to which he refers relating to the matters raised.  The school in 
question was established to become a fully vertical school that would grow incrementally each 
year and develop naturally over time to become a 16 mainstream teacher school.  The school 
was recognised to be one of a number of primary schools that would meet the current and future 
needs in the area.  The granting of recognition by my Department was on that understanding 
and this position has not changed.  On this basis, the school would be expected to enrol a maxi-
mum of two Junior Infant classes annually and to fill its 16-classrooms on an incremental basis 
each year, culminating ultimately in two classes of each stream up to sixth standard.

My Department has previously communicated its views to this effect to both the Board of 
Management and Patron.  My Department is aware that the Patron has also conveyed his views, 
which coincide with those of my Department, to the Board of Management and has directed the 
Board to take appropriate action to rectify the situation that currently prevails.

My Department has no role in the matter of the enrolment practices of individual schools 
and it would be inappropriate for me to appoint an arbitrator as proposed.  My Department’s 
main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils 
seeking school places in an area.  However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place 
in the school of their first choice.  My Department considers that the 16-classroom building for 
the school in question, together with the existing primary schools, provides sufficient primary 
school capacity in this area.

  Question No. 265 answered with Question No. 249.

  Question No. 266 answered with Question No. 75.
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28/05/2013WRM02150Fee Paying Schools

28/05/2013WRM02200267. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference to fee 
paying schools (details supplied), if he will rethink the proposed increase in pupil-teacher ratio 
in view of the fact that the parents of children attending the school make the point that they are 
already paying more than 50% of their income and also paying for their children’s education 
which they feel makes more savings to the Exchequer by saving the free school spaces.; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25594/13]

28/05/2013WRM02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected front-line services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools and in free second level schools for 
the 2013/14 school year as a result of the recent budget.  The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged 
schools is also fully protected with no overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of 
the budget.  However, at a time of severely reduced resources, priorities have to be made. In an 
effort to ensure fairness in the education system, the PTR in fee charging second level schools 
will rise by two points to 23:1 in September 2013.

However, these schools have the resources, through fees charged, to employ teachers pri-
vately.  This is an option which is not available to schools in the free education scheme.  A 
report on the analysis of the tuition income of fee-charging schools carried out by my Depart-
ment was recently published and shows that the schools in question have €81m in discretionary 
income that schools in the free scheme do not have.  It is important to note that the report does 
not contain any policy proposals at this stage.  However, even after the Budget changes are im-
plemented, the discretionary income available to these schools will still be quite considerable.

I would like to assure the Deputy that this Government recognises the importance of en-
suring that students from a Protestant or reformed church background can attend a school that 
reflects their denominational ethos while at the same time ensuring that funding arrangements 
are in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.  With regard to the fee-charging 
Protestant schools, an arrangement exists whereby funding is provided by my Department to 
the Secondary Education Committee (SEC), an organisation run by the churches involved in 
managing the Protestant secondary schools.  The SEC then disburses funds to the Protestant 
fee-charging schools on behalf of pupils who would otherwise have difficulty with the cost of 
fees and who, in the absence of such financial support, would be unable to attend a second level 
school of a reformed church or Protestant ethos.  Funding amounts to €6.5 million annually. 
This fund ensures that necessitous Protestant children can attend a school of their choice.

28/05/2013WRM02350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRM02400268. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will explain 
if, in the circumstances of two or more children from one family attending third level education 
who are entitled to the special rate of grant based on their parents’ earnings, the rate is divided 
between the students or are each eligible for the full amount; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25595/13]

28/05/2013WRM02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the case of a dependent 
candidate, the reckonable income taken into account is that of the candidate and of the candi-
date’s parents or legal guardian.  The value of the grant is determined by the awarding authority 
having regarding to the reckonable income in each case.
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28/05/2013WRM02550Departmental Correspondence

28/05/2013WRM02600269. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 294 of 5 February 2013, when a response will issue; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25612/13]

28/05/2013WRM02700271. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 57 of 14 March 2013, when a response will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25616/13]

28/05/2013WRM02800272. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 58 of 14 March 2013, when a response will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25617/13]

28/05/2013WRM02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 269, 271 and 272 together.

A response to these Parliamentary Questions has issued to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRM02950FÁS Training Programmes

28/05/2013WRM03000270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare can obtain a training course with FÁS at an early date in 
order to facilitate access to employment which they have secured; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25615/13]

28/05/2013WRM03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that the person 
in question applied for a Manual Handling Evening Course in Ballyfermot Training Centre. 
He is currently number 8 on the list and the next course is starting on 10th June and a letter 
will be sent to this week confirming a place for the individual in question.  Up-to-date infor-
mation can be obtained by contacting the Ballyfermot Night Training Office directly at 01-
6055932/6055933.

 Questions Nos. 271 and 272 answered with Question No. 269.

28/05/2013WRM03250School Enrolments

28/05/2013WRM03300273. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans he has in 
place to ensure that adequate school places are now available in a town (details supplied) for 
the forthcoming school year commencing in September; the further plans he has to address the 
need for school places in the town for the following school year starting in September 2014; the 
methods used by his Department to determine the projected future demand for primary school 
accommodation; if he has given consideration to a new school building in the part of the town 
in which the majority of preschool children are currently living; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25619/13]

28/05/2013WRM03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department uses a Geo-
graphical Information System to analyse demographic data to determine the areas where ad-
ditional school accommodation may be required.  A variety of sources are used in this analysis, 
including census data, school enrolment data and child benefit data obtained from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.  The Department’s five-year construction plan contains projects for 
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an additional 15 classrooms at two schools in the area to which the Deputy refers and devolved 
funding has been made available for projects at three other schools to deliver a further five 
classrooms.  It is envisaged that the totality of this additionality will be delivered by the com-
mencement of the 2013/14 school year.  At post primary level, a new school will commence op-
eration for the 2014/15 school year.  The demographics for the area are currently under review 
and further school provision will be made if the need arises.

28/05/2013WRM03450Teachers’ Remuneration

28/05/2013WRM03500274. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will engage in discourse with ISM school in Tripoli, Libya, on the issue of payment of moneys 
owed by ISM to 17 Irish teachers; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that due to banking 
restrictions in Libya, ISM can only pay outstanding moneys into a Government bank account; 
if he will organise and facilitate a payment schedule on behalf of the 17 teachers in view of the 
fact that ISM cannot at this point issue individual payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25632/13]

28/05/2013WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The International School of 
Martyrs (ISM) is a private educational institution located in Tripoli, Libya.  Teachers working at 
ISM are directly recruited and engaged as employees of that school.  Their terms and conditions 
are private contractual matters between themselves and the school authorities.  My Department 
has no role in relation to internal management or contractual issues between the school employ-
ees and their employers.

28/05/2013WRM03650School Staffing

28/05/2013WRM03700275. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a matter 
regarding a school (details supplied) in Dublin 20; if an official from his Department will make 
contact with the school principal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25647/13]

28/05/2013WRM03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that officials from my Department recently met with the school Principal referred to in his ques-
tion, in order to discuss issues which he has raised in relation to staffing for educational provi-
sion at the Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMH) at which he is located.  Consideration 
of the educational staffing arrangements which should be provided in CAMHs units is currently 
taking place between my Department, the Department of Health, and the Health Service Execu-
tive.  The outcome of these considerations will be communicated to the school principal as soon 
they have concluded.

28/05/2013WRM03850Student Grant Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRM03900276. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; the reason this application has been closed despite all information requested being 
returned by the applicant; his views on whether this action was fair and reasonable; if his further 
attention has been drawn to the hardship being caused to the person as a result of this decision; 
if he will re-open this case and ensure that a decision is made as a matter of urgency; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25650/13]
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28/05/2013WRM04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the applicant referred to by the 
Deputy was issued with a decision on the 15/5/2013 advising her that she was deemed ineligible 
to receive a grant.  If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a 
student grant, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to the appeals officer in SUSI.  Where an 
individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view 
that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the 
position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board.  
The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

28/05/2013WRM04050Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRM04100277. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) will be eligible to apply for assistance under the higher education grant schemes; 
the assistance available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25681/13]

28/05/2013WRM04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s ap-
plication form, it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for 
funding at post-graduate level.  To determine eligibility, a student may submit a fully completed 
online grant application to SUSI, via studentfinance.ie.  Those who meet the qualifying condi-
tions for the special rate of grant under the Student Grant Scheme will be eligible to have their 
post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit of €6,270.  Currently maintenance 
support is not available for students entering postgraduate courses.

A postgraduate student may qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made towards the costs of 
their fees.  The income threshold for this payment is €31,500 for the 2013/14 academic year, in-
creasing relative to the number of family dependents.  Tax relief is also available on postgradu-
ate tuition fees.  Details in relation to this relief are available from the Revenue Commissioners.  
In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund will continue to be made available through the 
access offices of third-level institutions to assist students in exceptional financial need.

28/05/2013WRN00050Fee Paying Schools

28/05/2013WRN00100278. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans in re-
spect of Protestant fee paying schools. [25689/13]

28/05/2013WRN00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The salaries of teachers em-
ployed within the approved annual staffing allocation for fee charging schools by my Depart-
ment are paid by the State; an arrangement that pre-dates the introduction of the Free Education 
scheme and which exists since the foundation of the State.  The estimated cost of these posts is 
in the order of €100 million.  The Deputy will be aware that in the context of the Budget 2013, 
I made a further one point change to the staffing allocation of fee charging schools from Sep-
tember 2013.  Given the extremely difficult economic circumstances that this country is facing 
and the fact that every Department has to find considerable cost-savings, all expenditure must 
be examined to see if cost-savings can be found.  The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot at 
this stage anticipate any specific decisions the Government may take in respect of the next bud-
get.  This Government recognises the importance of ensuring that students from a Protestant or 
reformed church background can attend a school that reflects their denominational ethos while 
at the same time ensuring that funding arrangements are in accordance with the provisions of 
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the Constitution.

With regard to the fee-charging Protestant schools, an arrangement exists whereby funding 
is provided by my Department to the Secondary Education Committee (SEC), an organisation 
run by the churches involved in managing the Protestant secondary schools. The SEC then 
disburses funds to the Protestant fee-charging schools on behalf of pupils who would otherwise 
have difficulty with the cost of fees and who, in the absence of such financial support, would 
be unable to attend a second level school of a reformed church or Protestant ethos. Funding 
amounts to €6.5 million annually.  This fund ensures that necessitous Protestant children can 
attend a school of their choice. There are no changes proposed in respect of the Protestant block 
grant. 

  Question No. 279 answered with Question No. 264.

28/05/2013WRN00350Schools Refurbishment

28/05/2013WRN00400280. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide funding in respect of refurbishment for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25691/13]

28/05/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Major Building Project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. Stage 2b of the 
project, which includes Planning Permission, Fire Certification, Disability Access Certification 
(DAC) and the preparation of tender documents has been approved.  The project was recently 
authorised to pre-qualify for contractors, which will complete the Stage 2b process.  The project 
is scheduled on the five year school building programme to go to construction in 2015/16.

28/05/2013WRN00550Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRN00600281. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress the issues raised with his Department by a person (details supplied) in County Cork con-
cerning the discontinuation of a pension. [25749/13]

28/05/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The pensions of some retired 
public servants, including some teachers, are coordinated with social welfare benefits where the 
pensioner had paid full rate Class A PRSI during some or all of his/her employment. Class A 
rate PRSI payment brings with it an entitlement to a state pension payable by the Department 
of Social Protection.  The State pension becomes payable at age 65.  As some public servants 
(particularly teachers) retire significantly earlier than age 65, their occupational pension may, 
on application and subject to certain criteria, be augmented by the payment of a supplementary 
pension by the occupational pension provider.  The purpose in paying a supplementary pension 
is to ensure that such public servants who paid Class A rate PRSI are not disadvantaged in the 
period between their retirement and their receipt of the state pension.

One of the conditions attaching to the award of a supplementary pension is that its payment 
should cease or be reduced, as appropriate, where the pensioner becomes entitled to a state pen-
sion.  Cessation of the supplementary pension occurs where the rate of state pension payable is 
greater than the rate of the supplementary pension which was in payment.  The person to whom 
the Deputy refers applied for and was awarded a supplementary pension following retirement 
from teaching.  It has been established that the person to whom the Deputy refers is currently 
receiving a State pension.  As a result of this, payment of supplementary pension from my De-



Questions - Written Answers

238

partment has been discontinued.  Payment of the occupational pension continues in the normal 
way.  While my Department must cease payment of the supplementary pension in accordance 
with the terms of the statutory pension scheme, the issues raised by the person to whom the 
Deputy refers will be addressed in a sensitive manner.

28/05/2013WRN00750Student Grant Scheme Application Numbers

28/05/2013WRN00800282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of applications for higher education grants processed by Student Universal Support Ireland 
since its inception; the number of cases determined within an acceptable period of time; the 
number outstanding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25756/13]

28/05/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, as at close of business on 26 May 2013, it has received 
69,647 student grant applications.  Of these 69,100 have been processed to completion.  The 
final 547 cases, most of which are awaiting final elements of documentation from students, are 
expected to be closed out in the coming week.

28/05/2013WRN00950Skills Development

28/05/2013WRN01000283. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he continues to monitor the skills and educational requirements as indicated by market 
demand; the extent to which he expects such demand to be met in full by the number of gradu-
ates or those with specific skills exiting the education sector on route to the workplace; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25757/13]

28/05/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Expert Group on Future 
Skills Needs, which is funded by my Department, plays a key role in advising on future skills 
needs and any emerging gaps. Its research provides a valuable input to the development of 
course curricula and has also informed the development of new competitive funding models 
of provision to address emerging skills needs, including Springboard, Momentum and the ICT 
skills conversion programmes.  Springboard provides free part-time higher education courses 
for unemployed people in areas where there are identified labour market skills shortages or em-
ployment opportunities.  More than 10,000 places have been provided under the two rounds of 
the programme to date.  A new call for proposals for courses to be run under Springboard 2013 
issued by the Higher Education Authority in February 2013 and a new round of programmes 
will be announced next month.

The joint Government-Industry ICT Action Plan has been developed as a direct response 
to identified ICT skills shortages and contains a comprehensive range of measures to build the 
domestic supply of ICT graduates, including through the roll out of the ICT graduate skills 
conversion programmes.  Over 700 people have been supported under the first phase of the 
ICT graduate skills conversion programmes which commenced in March 2012.  A total of 423 
people are due to graduate from these programmes by the end of this month and the remainder 
will graduate before the end of the year.  In February 2013 more than 760 new places were made 
available on the conversion programmes in higher education institutions around the country.  
There are 6,500 training places are currently being rolled out for unemployed people under the 
Momentum programme.  The training, which is aligned up to levels 5 and 6 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications, is targeted at areas of labour market demand and there is a par-
ticular focus on the needs of unemployed people under the age of 25.

Funding is also provided to Skillnets, where the development of training is led by represen-
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tatives of industry ensuring that training provision meets the needs of the sector.  In addition, 
a range of recommendations to ensure the system continues to respond to enterprise needs is 
being implemented through the National Strategy for Higher Education, including the devel-
opment of an annual employer survey.  The creation of a new further education and training 
authority, SOLAS, will also ensure an increased focus on the evolving skills requirements of 
industry.

28/05/2013WRN01150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

28/05/2013WRN01200284. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he and his Department continues to monitor class sizes with a view to minimising any 
negative impact arising from the economic situation he inherited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25758/13]

28/05/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The staffing schedule is the 
mechanism used for the allocation of classroom teachers to all primary schools.  It operates in a 
clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of schools equally irrespective of loca-
tion. The configuration of classes and the deployment of classroom teachers are done at local 
school level.  My Department publishes annual statistics on class size data for each school.  The 
most recent statistics are for the 2011/12 school year.  The national average class size is 24.4 
pupils.  However, with over 20,700 classes in over 3,100 primary schools throughout the coun-
try there will always be variations in class sizes at individual school level.  My Department’s 
guidance to local school management is that such variations should be kept to the minimum.

Classroom teachers are allocated under the staffing schedule based on the pupil enrolments 
for the previous 30 September.  However, the staffing schedule also includes provision for 
schools that have significant increases in their enrolment in rapidly developing areas to be allo-
cated classroom teachers based on their projected enrolments for September 2013.  The criteria 
for this are set out in the staffing schedule which is available on the Department website.  Given 
the constraints on teacher numbers my Department has no capacity to put any other ameliorat-
ing measures in place.  The Deputy will be aware that the Government has protected frontline 
services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there will no reduc-
tion in teacher numbers in primary schools and in free second level schools for the 2013/14 
school year as a result of the budget.  The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is also fully 
protected with no overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of the budget.

28/05/2013WRN01350Departmental Expenditure

28/05/2013WRN01400285. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is sat-
isfied regarding the adequacy of resources available throughout the educational sector in the 
current year at primary, second, third and fourth levels including the further education sector; if 
he expects to be in a position to keep the various issues under review with the objective of the 
alleviation of any unforeseen difficulties to meet targets; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25759/13]

28/05/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
the extremely challenging economic environment that forms the backdrop to all decisions relat-
ing to the public finances.  While this Government has undertaken to protect education spend-
ing as much as possible, we are not operating in a vacuum and efforts to secure savings have 
had to be made in the education sector also.  The 2013 gross Voted expenditure allocation of 
€8,507 million for my Department, as set out in the recently published Revised Estimates Vol-
ume, represents an approximately 1% reduction on the expenditure outturn for 2012. Despite 
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this reduction I have been able to protect front line services to the extent that there will be no 
increase in average class size at primary level and no increase in the general pupil-teacher ratio 
at second level.  Budget 2013 actually provided for an extra net 900 teachers in schools in the 
2013/14 year to cater for upward demographic pressures.  In addition, special needs services are 
also protected, while the DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is also fully protected, with 
no overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of this Budget.

While Budget 2013 required the implementation of some difficult savings measures in areas 
of the education sector and, while I would prefer to be in a position to allocate more resources 
across the sector, I am nevertheless confident that we can achieve much with what we have, 
through efficient and effective use of the resources that have been allocated to my Department 
for 2013.  My Department continues to closely review the financial position during 2013 with a 
view to ensuring that expenditure remains within the allocation for this year.

28/05/2013WRN01550Education and Training Provision

28/05/2013WRN01600286. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the full extent 
of the availability of training, reskilling or upskilling places likely to be made available through 
his Department by way of SOLAS in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25760/13]

28/05/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware 
the Further Education and Training Bill is currently going through both Houses of the Oireach-
tas.  Once enacted, the legislation will provide for the disbandment of FAS and for the estab-
lishment of SOLAS.  The Bill has passed Committee Stage and the Report Stage is expected 
to commence in the near future. In the meantime FAS will continue to provide up-skilling and 
re-skilling training programmes.  In 2013 FÁS aim to facilitate over 72,000 individuals through 
a range of training programmes, that provide industry/occupational specific skills as well as 
preparatory type training, to enable a diverse range of unemployed individuals referred to FÁS 
by the Department of Social Protection, to gain a recognised qualification, access job opportu-
nities or progression opportunities to further/higher education/training.

28/05/2013WRN01750Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRN01800287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of primary schools throughout County Kildare currently awaiting approval in respect of 
replacement of buildings or provision of new structures or other facilities; the extent to which 
he expects to be in a position to meet such requirements in the remainder of the current year, 
notwithstanding the ongoing budgetary situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25762/13]

28/05/2013WRN01850288. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of post-primary schools throughout County Kildare currently awaiting approval in respect of 
replacement of buildings or provision of new structures or other facilities; the extent to which 
he expects to be in a position to meet such requirements in the remainder of the current year, 
notwithstanding the ongoing budgetary situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25763/13]

28/05/2013WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 287 and 288 together.
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The current status of all projects, including those in County Kildare, may be viewed on 
my Department’s website at www.education.ie and this will be updated regularly throughout 
the year.  The 5 Year Construction Plan that I announced in March 2012, together with my an-
nouncement last December of the 50 school projects which are scheduled for construction in 
the current year as part of a €2 billion capital investment programme, outlines the major school 
projects, including those for Kildare, that will commence construction over the duration of the 
Plan (2012-2016).  The primary aim at the core of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting 
demographic demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school place and 
that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  My announce-
ments provide for the advancement of 16 projects at primary level in County Kildare and 6 
projects at post primary level.

28/05/2013WRN02150Bullying in Schools

28/05/2013WRN02200289. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total num-
ber of incidents of school bullying including cyber-bullying reported to his Department through 
the primary and or post-primary sectors in each of the past three years to date; the extent to 
which it has been found possible to address the issue to date; his intentions for the future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25764/13]

28/05/2013WRN02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the Deputy is not available in my Department as individual school management authorities 
are not required to report incidents of bullying to my Department.  As the Deputy is probably 
aware, on 29th of January last, Minister Fitzgerald and I published the Action Plan on Bullying 
which sets out twelve actions to help prevent and tackle bullying in primary and second level 
schools.  As part of the Action Plan, new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and second 
level schools are currently in development in consultation with the education partners.  These 
new procedures will include a specific reference to cyber bullying and to requirements for not-
ing and reporting bullying incidents.  These will be issued to all schools at the beginning of the 
next school year.

28/05/2013WRN02350Special Educational Needs Staffing

28/05/2013WRN02400290. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he and his Department continue to try and meet the ongoing requirements in respect of 
special needs assistants at all levels in all areas throughout the country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25765/13]

28/05/2013WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of 
local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for processing applications from schools 
for special educational needs supports, including SNA support.  The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s established criteria for the allocation of such supports and the staffing resources 
available to my Department. 10,575 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) SNA posts are available 
for allocation to schools by the NCSE throughout the school year, subject to qualifying applica-
tions being received.  The number of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts available for alloca-
tion has been maintained at a time when there has been a requirement to make savings across a 
range of expenditure areas.

The NCSE allocates a level of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the 
assessed care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school. SNAs should then be 
deployed by schools in a manner which best meets the care support requirements of the children 
enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated.  It is a matter for schools to al-
locate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility 
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in how the SNA support is utilised.  All children who have qualified for such support this year 
have been provided with access to SNA support. The NCSE requested all schools to submit 
their applications for SNA support for the coming school year to them by 15th March, 2013, 
and will advise all schools of their SNA allocations prior to the start of the new school year, 
based on the number of valid applications received.  All schools have the names and contact 
details of their local SENO.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their 
child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

28/05/2013WRN02550School Staffing

28/05/2013WRN02600291. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent, 
if any, to which discussion has taken place with the various school authorities likely to be af-
fected by the loss of one or more teachers in September; the extent if any to which it has been 
possible to identify or achieve a satisfactory resolution; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25766/13]

28/05/2013WRN02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools and in free second level schools for the 
2013/14 school year as a result of the budget.  The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is 
also fully protected with no overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of the bud-
get.  The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on my De-
partment’s website.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at 
individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments 
on the previous 30 September.  The staffing process for the 2013/14 school year at individual 
school level is currently underway.  The allocation processes at both primary and post primary 
level also include an appeals mechanism under which schools can appeal against the allocation 
due to them under the staffing schedules.  The appeal procedures are set out in the annual staff-
ing arrangements.  The final staffing position for all schools will not be known until later in the 
year when the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals to the Staffing Appeals 
Board will have been considered.

28/05/2013WRN02750School Patronage

28/05/2013WRN02800292. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to the concerns of the authorities of a number of smaller, mostly rural 
denominational schools regarding their future; if he will ensure that all such schools needs and 
traditions are carefully examined and assessed with a view to addressing issues of their concern; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25767/13]

28/05/2013WRN02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My attention has been drawn 
to the concerns of the authorities of the smaller, rural denominational schools regarding their 
future. Our current configuration of small primary schools has been examined by my Depart-
ment in a value for money review.  I have recently received the report of this review and I am 
currently considering it. I will, of course, also consult my Government colleagues in this matter. 
I am mindful of the concerns of small schools and I will take them into account in considering 
any planning framework for future provision of primary schools.

28/05/2013WRN02950Literacy Levels

28/05/2013WRN03000293. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will support 
the National Adult Literacy Agency’s request that a specific commitment be included in the 
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Further Education and Training (SOLAS) Bill 2013 to raise adult literacy and numeracy levels 
and to develop a national adult literacy and numeracy strategy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25851/13]

28/05/2013WRN03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I recognise that further education and training as it is currently delivered covers a broad spec-
trum that ranges from basic adult literacy and numeracy courses to courses that are certified at 
level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications. Section 9 of the Bill provides 
that SOLAS, once established, will prepare and submit, to the Minister, a strategy in respect of 
further education and training.  The issue of including a provision in the Bill for the develop-
ment of a national adult literacy and numeracy strategy was raised at Dáil Committee Stage.  I 
have asked officials in the Department to give consideration to this matter in advance of Report 
Stage in the Dáil in coming weeks.

28/05/2013WRN03150Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRN03200294. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will furnish 
a cost neutral early retirement quotation from age 50 in respect of a person (details supplied). 
[25871/13]

28/05/2013WRN03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An application for cost neu-
tral early retirement pension benefit statement has been received from the person to whom the 
Deputy refers and is being addressed by officials in the Pension Unit of my Department.  The 
information will be issued shortly to the person to whom the Deputy refers.

28/05/2013WRN03350Youth Unemployment Measures

28/05/2013WRN03400295. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the discussion he 
has had at the Laureate International Universities Forum on the European Youth Employment 
Crisis: creating a road map to employment held in the Universidad Europea, Madrid, Spain; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25873/13]

28/05/2013WRN03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Laureate Summit on 
Youth and Jobs was held on 20 May in Madrid.  The event was organised by Laureate Interna-
tional Universities, and included a number of speakers including His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Asturias, former US President Bill Clinton, Government Ministers from Germany, Cyprus 
and Spain and representatives of enterprise, education and students.  I participated with the 
other Ministers on a panel focusing on the responses of governments to youth unemployment.  
I briefed the participants on the Irish Government’s education and training initiatives, including 
as part of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013, which focus on increasing the alignment of the educa-
tion and training system with labour market needs, addressing skills gaps and targeting youth 
and long-term unemployment.  I also highlighted the focus which the Irish Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union has placed on jobs, stability and growth.

28/05/2013WRN03550Education and Training Provision

28/05/2013WRN03600296. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional mea-
sures he proposes to increase the number of under 25 year olds participating in vocational and 
technical education courses. [25911/13]

28/05/2013WRN03650297. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of under 
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25 year olds enrolled in vocational and technical education courses for each of the past five 
years. [25912/13]

28/05/2013WRN03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 296 and 297 together.

There is a strong focus on under 25 year olds in education and training programmes in my 
Department and support for these progammes is being maintained despite the current economic 
difficulties.  My Department funds the provision of over 430,000 part-time and full-time places 
across the further and higher education and training sectors, all of which are open to young 
people under 25 years of age. This provision includes the recently developed and flexible re-
skilling opportunities specifically for unemployed people in areas of emerging skills needs un-
der Momentum initiatives. The introduction of the MOMENTUM programme will have a spe-
cific impact on young unemployed people. It is to provide a range of quality, relevant education 
and training interventions for up to 6,500 individuals who are long-term unemployed. Training 
will be provided within the context of four themes all of which are open to under 25 year olds. 
One of these themes will focus on the specific needs of people under 25 and 800 places are be-
ing made available specifically for this.

For early school leavers, my Department funds 6,000 places under the Youthreach pro-
gramme. The programme provides participants with two years integrated education, training 
and work experience which facilitates early school leavers with opportunities to acquire certifi-
cation and progress to further education, training or employment. A weekly training allowance 
is paid to learners on some further education and training programmes. Learners who are under 
25 will be paid an allowance of €160 per week, which is higher than the Jobseekers Allowance 
rates of €100 for those aged 18 to 21 and €144 for those aged 22 to 24. The Back to Education 
Allowance (BTEA) scheme funded by the Department of Social Protection provides income 
maintenance for unemployed people returning to further and higher education. Latest figures 
show over 6,700 young people under 25 years of age are in receipt of the BTEA, 56% of whom 
are second level and 44% third level. Statistics on the number of under 25s enrolled in further 
education and training programmes for each of the past five years is being collated at present 
and will be forwarded separately to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRN03850Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRN04000298. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circum-
stances in which a person who fulfils all the criteria for a maintenance grant except for the resi-
dence condition in the State may still qualify for a fee grant or a postgraduate fee contribution 
as a tuition student; the conditions that such a person must fulfil in order to secure the fee grant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25913/13]

28/05/2013WRN04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the residency require-
ment of the Student Grant Scheme, a student must have been legally resident in Ireland for at 
least 3 of the 5 years immediately prior to commencing an approved course in an approved 
institution.  However, a student may qualify for a grant, having met the residency requirement 
during the course of their studies.  Those who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate 
of grant under the Student Grant Scheme will be eligible to have their post-graduate tuition fees 
paid up to the maximum fee limit of €6,270.  Currently maintenance support is not available for 
students entering postgraduate courses.  A postgraduate student may qualify to have a €2,000 
contribution made towards the costs of their fees.  The income threshold for this payment is 
€31,500 for the 2012/13 academic year, increasing relative to the number of family dependents.
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Tax relief is also available on postgraduate tuition fees.  Details in relation to this relief are 
available from the Revenue Commissioners.  In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund 
will continue to be made available through the access offices of third-level institutions to assist 
students in exceptional financial need.  The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a mat-
ter for the relevant grant awarding authority.  To determine eligibility, a student may submit a 
fully completed online grant application to Student Universal Support Ireland via www.student-
finance.ie website.

28/05/2013WRO0010028/05/2013WRO00150Pupil-Teacher Ratio

28/05/2013WRO00200299. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider phasing in the larger pupil-teacher ratio in vocational education committee schools over a 
longer time period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25919/13]

28/05/2013WRO00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The pupil teacher ratio (PTR) for the Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) programme is due 
to change from 17:1 to 19:1 with effect from 1 September 2013 for the 2013/2014 academic 
year in accordance with the decision taken by the Government last year as part of the budgetary 
process.  I have no plans to phase in this PTR increase.  However, Chief Executive Officers of 
Vocational Educational Committees (VECs) were invited to forward impact statements to my 
Department on the effect of this regression on their PLC provision.  A review of these impact 
statements was conducted having regard to the need to operate within overall budgetary con-
straints and the Employment Control Framework.  Following this review some alleviation of 
the reduction in teaching posts is being allowed to those VECs who were losing six or more 
posts as a transitional measure.

28/05/2013WRO00350Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

28/05/2013WRO00400300. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider removing the cap on the number of students in vocational education committee controlled 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25920/13]

28/05/2013WRO00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
While there is a finite number of places for which funding can be made available there is no 
actual cap on the number of students that can be enrolled in Vocational Educational Committee 
(VEC) schools.  In 2012/2013 PLC providers enrolled 35,609 learners which is a commendable 
achievement.  We welcome the fact that VECs/schools are endeavouring to cater for as many 
learners as possible within their allocations.  My Department funds the Post Leaving Certificate 
(PLC) programme by allocating places to VECs and other schools.  The total number of places 
available nationwide is 32,688.  My Department is not in a position to increase this number 
as there is a continuing requirement to plan and control numbers and to manage expenditure 
within the context of overall educational policy and provision.

28/05/2013WRO00550Schools Building Projects Status

28/05/2013WRO00600301. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the up-to-date po-
sition regarding the proposed building project for a school (details supplied) in County Cavan; 
the stage of this project at present; when it is proposed to have the project proceed to the next 
stage; the likely timescale for the project to advance to construction stage; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25924/13]
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28/05/2013WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Major Building Project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning.  The 
school’s Design Team are currently working on a Revised Stage 1 Submission.  Arrangements 
are currently being made for the revised Submission to be presented to my Department.  Sub-
ject to no further issues arising, the project will then progress to Stage 2(a) - Developed Sketch 
Design.

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 
5 year construction programme.  School building projects previously initiated but not included 
in the current five year construction programme will continue to be progressed to final planning 
stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in the 
future.  The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be considered for progression 
in that context.

28/05/2013WRO00750Teachers’ Remuneration

28/05/2013WRO00800302. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 258 of 26 March 2013, the reason no contact has been made by his Department 
with the relevant person as per the response issued last March; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25936/13]

28/05/2013WRO00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials of my Department 
have been advised by  County Cork VEC, who is the  employer of this teacher, that his case is 
being examined.  The VEC officials will be in direct contact with the person in the near future.

28/05/2013WRO00950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRO01000303. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that special educational needs supports have been withdrawn 
from a school (details supplied) in Dublin 1, on the basis that the supports are only provided to 
primary and special schools, yet this school has a roll number as provided to all primary and 
special schools, compiles the annual statistical returns for special schools to his Department 
annually, is classified as a special school on his Departments website, received a new building 
under the primary and special school building unit and adheres to the rules and regulations for 
national schools; and if he will take corrective action to remedy this situation. [25952/13]

28/05/2013WRO01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the facility which she refers to in her question provides a two-year pre-school programme 
which caters for 3-5 year old children.  The Pre-School project referred to is not a designated 
Primary or Special School, but a stand-alone project in receipt of an individual resourcing 
mechanism which is separate to the resourcing arrangements which apply to mainstream and 
Special schools, including supports which are provided to mainstream and Special schools to 
support pupils with special educational needs. 

The Pre-School referred to by the Deputy in her question is in receipt of significant supports 
from my Department. In 2012 my Department provided support to the value of approximately 
€740,000 to this Pre-School.  The provision included staffing of an Administrative Principal, 
6 teachers and 5 child care workers catering for 95 children, a pupil to adult ratio of approxi-
mately 8:1.  In addition to the teaching and child care provision, the project receives an annual 
grant from my Department to fund non-teaching pay costs which provides for the employment 



28 May 2013

247

of a cook, cleaner and a secretary.  My Department also provides funding towards the non-pay 
or running costs of the project.  Finally, I wish to clarify that the funding awarded to the Project 
is based on budget proposals submitted by the each year.  The funding awarded by my Depart-
ment for 2012 matched the proposals submitted.

28/05/2013WRO01150Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRO01200304. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding pensions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25177/13]

28/05/2013WRO01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I trust the 
Deputy understands the context in which corrective measures have been and are being intro-
duced.  There is a very serious disturbance in the economy and a serious crisis in revenue.  
Ireland is availing of financial assistance programmes provided by the IMF and the EU and has 
undertaken to meet spending targets in that regard.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the then Government decided in 2010, in light of the  national 
budgetary position, that retired public service pensioners should make a contribution to the 
overall required fiscal adjustment, by way of the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR).  
This decision was taken having regard to the gap between the burden being borne by those 
currently in public service employment (where the pension related deduction (PRD) and pay 
reduction have impacted) and their retired counterparts.  This Government’s intention to re-
quire a further contribution to the fiscal consolidation effort from Public Service pensioners 
with pensions in excess of €32,500, is one element in the wider plan to restore stability to the 
public finances.  The scale of consolidation required can only be achieved with a contribution 
from all of the main components of public expenditure.  None of the measures were or are be-
ing done lightly but are considered necessary in view of the wide gap between our revenues and 
our expenditure, and in view also of our commitment to restore order to the public finances by 
reducing the general Government deficit to less than 3%  by 2015.

Any reduction in pension payments is, of course, a serious step.  However, the grave con-
dition of the public finances and the threat to Ireland’s economic wellbeing provide the con-
text for such exceptional measures.  I would note, for the Deputy’s information  that the first 
€12,000 of pension is exempt from the PSPR, and that the bands and rates of the PSPR are pro-
gressively structured so that persons on lower pensions are proportionately less affected than 
those on higher pensions.  The additional reductions planned for 1 July 2013  will be confined to 
pensions in payment greater than €32,500 only.  As I indicated to the Alliance of Retired Public 
Servants when I met with them yesterday, I hope to move towards reducing the burden of the 
public service pension reduction when economic progress permits.

28/05/2013WRO01350Office of Public Works Properties

28/05/2013WRO01400305. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if there is a ban on making Office of Public Works sites available for commercial use where it 
would bring revenue into a local area and promote the local region; and if he will reconsider this 
in the context of a site (details supplied) in County Donegal [25230/13]

28/05/2013WRO01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has given permission for the use of Grianan of 
Aileach, the site in question, for many events including filming by BBC Northern Ireland in 
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2006.  It has also given permission for festival events such as the Awakening Festival in 2012 
and again this year.

The OPW has no objection in principle to the use of this or other heritage sites in a commer-
cial context.  However, each request must be considered on its own merit, taking into consider-
ation the limitations of the site (potential risk to archeology for example) and considerations of 
appropriateness.  Regarding the site in question, the area around the stone fort is both archaeo-
logically and ecologically sensitive and is excluded from use during the staging of any proposed 
events or activities.  Interference with the ground or surfaces of the interior of the stone fort is 
also prohibited.  All requests for use of OPW sites should be sent to permissions@opw.ie. 

28/05/2013WRO01550School Accommodation

28/05/2013WRO01600306. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the dis-
cussions he or his Department have had regarding the provision of funding to build an extension 
to a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15. [25256/13]

28/05/2013WRO01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The size and 
provision of capital allocations, both annual and multi-annual, for the Department of Education 
and Skills are a normal and regular subject of engagement between my Department and that 
Department.  However, decisions and determinations about the project selection and prioritisa-
tion from within the overall pipeline of school projects for funding from within the overall al-
locations are a matter for the Minister for Education and Skills and his Department.

28/05/2013WRO01750National Lottery Funding Disbursement

28/05/2013WRO01800307. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form the amount of funding transferred from the national lottery funds to Government Depart-
ments and agencies for good causes in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and in 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25287/13]

28/05/2013WRO01900308. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form the amount of funding transferred from the national lottery funds to the Office of the Min-
ister for Children in 2008, 2009, 2010 and to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in 
2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25288/13]

28/05/2013WRO02000309. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form the impact of the sale of the national lottery licence on the amount of funding available for 
good causes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25289/13]

28/05/2013WRO02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 307 to 309, inclusive, together.

The surpluses transferred from the National Lottery Fund to the Exchequer in each of the 
years referred to in the Deputy’s question were as follows:

Year Amount
2008 €265 million
2009 €275 million
2010 €250 million 
2011 €230 million
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Year Amount
2012 €220 million

Appendix 1 of the Revised Estimates for Public Services (REV) for each of these years gives 
a breakdown by Vote and subhead of the expenditure areas that were supported by the proceeds 
of the National Lottery for each of those years.  As Lottery funding is treated as an item of non-
tax revenue to the Exchequer, it is not possible to indicate the amount or percentage of Lottery 
funding provided to any particular Vote or subhead, including Votes or subheads which related 
to the Office of the Minister for Children or the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  
However, Appendix 1 of the REV sets out both the overall level of expenditure under these 
subheads and the level of funding which comes from the proceeds of the National Lottery.  For 
example, in 2012, overall expenditure under these subheads was €333 million of which €220 
came from the proceeds of the National Lottery.

The next licence to operate the National Lottery is being designed to align interests between 
the new operator and the State with the objective of maximising contributions to be paid to 
Good Causes over the life of the next licence.  

As I advised during the Dáil Committee Stage debate on the National Lottery Act 2013, it 
is intended that Good Causes contributions over the period of the new licence will be linked to 
a percentage of Gross Gaming Revenues (Sales less Prizes).  This will offer the next licensee 
greater flexibility and scope for the growth and development of lottery games and distribution 
channels.  Growth in Good Cause Revenues will ensure that contributions to Good Causes are 
maximised over the period of the new licence. 

The precise percentage of Gross Gaming Revenues which will be allocated to Good Causes 
will be determined prior to the launch of the licence competition when a number of other mat-
ters in relation to the licence structure and licence competition will also be decided.  The Gov-
ernment’s aim in this process is to deliver a significant upfront payment while ensuring that the 
annual revenues for Good Causes are maximised.

28/05/2013WRO02150Office of the Ombudsman Reports

28/05/2013WRO02200310. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he pro-
poses to carry out a cost benefit analysis of all the Ombudsman’s offices. [25363/13]

28/05/2013WRO02300311. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he pro-
poses to examine the function of the Ombudsman’s offices and the expansion of the Ombuds-
man system and their value for money in the interest of the citizen of the State. [25364/13]

28/05/2013WRO02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 310 and 311 together.

The Office of the Ombudsman undertook a major organisational review in 2011 to improve 
the efficiency of its service and to enable it to deal with the extra bodies that were to come 
within its remit under the terms of a proposed Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill.  The structural 
and process changes that resulted from that review will now assist the Office in dealing with a 
doubling of the number of bodies within its remit from 1 May 2013 on foot of the Ombudsman 
(Amendment) Act 2012 without additional staffing resources being required.  Given the short 
lapse of time since the review of 2011, it is not considered necessary at this stage to engage in 
any cost benefit analysis or other form of major review of the functions of the Office.  The per-
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formance of the Office in dealing with its new enhanced range of duties will, however, be kept 
under review in the years ahead.

28/05/2013WRO02450Office of the Ombudsman Expenditure

28/05/2013WRO02500312. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
list the cost of each Ombudsman under his remit in the years from 2000 to 2012, within the 
ongoing economic difficulties which challenge us all to work differently. [25365/13]

28/05/2013WRO02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The following 
table gives the expenditure on the Office of the Ombudsman for the period requested.

- Amount    
Year  ‘€000
2000 1,476
2001 1,739
2002 2,483
2003 2,788
2004 2,741
2005 2,983
2006 3,326
2007 3,568
2008 4,722
2009 4,796
2010 4,537
2011 4,432
2012 4,174

28/05/2013WRO02650Office of the Ombudsman Staff

28/05/2013WRO02700313. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
outline the position of the Office of Ombudsman in relation to civil servants retiring during the 
course of an investigation; and its implication for that civil servant, if any. [25366/13]

28/05/2013WRO02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I am informed 
by the Office of the Ombudsman that it is not its practice to re-engage staff members who retire.  
The Office has also indicated that it has succession planning and business continuity practices 
in place to ensure that the retirement of officials has no negative implications on investigations 
carried out under its auspices.

28/05/2013WRO02850Public Sector Reform Implementation

28/05/2013WRO02900314. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of quasi-autonomous non-governmental organisations, including State bodies, agen-
cies and boards, that have been abolished, merged, or absorbed into existing State bodies, re-
spectively; the level of savings that have been achieved as a result; and the number of quangos 
that now remain; the difference between this figure and the figure of March 2011; and his future 
plans in this area. [25409/13]
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28/05/2013WRO03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My Depart-
ment is currently monitoring the implementation of the agency rationalisation programme of 
the Public Service Reform Plan on a quarterly basis.  The latest tables which detail this progress 
to end Quarter 1 2013 can be found at:

http://per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Public-Service-Rationalisation-Measures-end-
Q1-2013.pdf  

In summary, the tables show that significant progress has been made by Departments on the 
implementation of agreed rationalisation measures.  To date, rationalisation and amalgamation 
measures involving 25 bodies have been fully implemented, and measures involving a further 
83 bodies are at advanced legislative or administrative stages.  Further measures, involving 107 
bodies, were identified under a critical review process undertaken in 2012 as part of the Public 
Service Reform Plan.  The majority of these measures will be implemented in 2013.  

On the issue of savings, the Public Service Reform Plan aimed to secure €20 million in en-
hanced service efficiencies and value-for-money from the rationalisation programme, a target 
which will be achieved.  The bulk of the savings are derived from a reduction in the number of 
public servants working in the merged entities. 

From the outset we have maintained that the lasting and most important benefit from the ra-
tionalisation of State Bodies will be a less crowded administrative landscape resulting in greater 
democratic accountability, less duplication of effort and clearer lines of responsibility for the 
citizen.  Moreover, the rationalisation programme needs to be understood as just one of a pack-
age of reform measures that will allow for the continued delivery of critical services against the 
backdrop of public service numbers.  There will of course be other cash savings realised over 
time as organisations, financial systems, office accommodation etc. are rationalised into leaner, 
more coherent structures.  These savings, some of which will be once-off, will be factored into 
the overall budgetary framework as they arise.    

With regard to the Deputy’s question regarding the number of State Bodies that still exist, as 
I have stated before in previous PQs, there are three broad categories of State Bodies.  Firstly, 
there are a number of Offices of State which typically are staffed by Civil Servants and have 
their own Vote for the allocation of public monies and which are within a Vote Group. A list of 
these bodies is set out in Appendix 1. 

Secondly there are non-commercial State Bodies who are usually staffed by Public Ser-
vants and funded (or part funded) through a grant-in-aid from their parent Department. Details 
of such bodies are set out in the Detailed Expenditure Information on Non-Commercial State 
Agencies included in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2013, which can be found 
on my Department’s website at: http://per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/REVISED-ESTIMATES-
VOLUME-2013-final.pdf.  

Beyond that within each Department there are many other executive offices, divisions and 
directorates, operational or consultative groupings, task groups or forums that exist for vari-
ous purposes that might or might not meet the definition of ‘entity’.  Many of these groups are 
transient in nature in response to the needs and business pressures of particular Departments 
and sectors and details of which would not be held centrally.  Questions on such bodies should 
be directed to the relevant Ministers.  The internal organisation of my own Department is set 
out in Appendix 2.

Offices of State etc. with their own Vote
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Vote Service
1 PRESIDENT’S ESTABLISHMENT
3 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
4 CENTRAL STATISTICS OFFICE
5 OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
6 CHIEF STATE SOLICITOR’S OFFICE
8 OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER & AUDITOR GENERAL
10 OFFICE OF THE APPEAL COMMISSIONERS
14 STATE LABORATORY
16 VALUATION OFFICE
17 PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS SERVICE
19 OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN
23 PROPERTY REGISTRATION AUTHORITY

The above table does not include the Revenue Commissioners, The Office of Public Works, 
the Courts or the Prison Services, all of which are generally understood to be part of the Civil 
Service, The Garda or HSE Votes each of which are specific sectors, or the National Gallery 
which is a cultural institution with its own Vote. 

Internal Organisation of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform:

Expenditure Policy Evaluation and Management Division

Health, Pensions Policy and EU/NI Division

Labour Market and Enterprise Policy Division

Remuneration and Industrial Relations Division

Centre for Management and Organisational Development (CMOD) and eGovernment

Public Service Reform and Delivery Office (including Shared Services Transformation 
Unit)

Civil Service Human Resources Division (including PeoplePoint) 

Government Reform Unit

Human Resources / Corporate Support Unit

Office of the Chief Medical Officer

National Procurement Office

Note: All of the above report to the Secretary General of the Department.  

Other bodies under my Department include Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC), 
Outside Appointments Board, Public Service Agreement Implementation Body, Civil Service 
Arbitration Board, the Valuation Tribunal, and Special EU Programmes Body.  Separately, both 
the Institute of Public Administration and the Economic and Social Research Institute receive 
Grant-in-aid from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.
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28/05/2013WRO03050Public Sector Staff Recruitment

28/05/2013WRO03100315. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if consid-
eration is being given to partially or fully lift the embargo on public service recruitment in key 
areas as part of his plans for public service reform. [25574/13]

28/05/2013WRO03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment has set out an ambitious public service reform plan that aims to transform the quality and 
cost effectiveness of public services in Ireland.   As part of that plan we are undertaking a steady 
and managed reduction in public service numbers.  There is not a wholesale embargo on recruit-
ment, indeed there is quite significant recruitment in targeted priority areas such as health and 
education.  

Quite sensibly, the Government is taking a measured and prudent approach to mitigate the 
potential disadvantages of reduced staffing levels.  To this end, the numbers reduction policy:

 - takes account of priority areas, by allowing for replacement of key staff especially in the 
education sector and in key areas of health;

 - gives sectoral and local management discretion in exactly how staff resources are allo-
cated within an area;

 - provides a framework for redeployment of staff across the public service;

 - and includes introducing new streamlined services such as shared services, which allow 
functions to be maintained and indeed enhanced with reduced staff levels and at a lower cost.

Reform of the public service is necessary both because we need to reduce costs given our 
serious fiscal position, and because the quality of public services for the citizen needs to be con-
tinually improved and value-for-money for the taxpayer protected.  The Government’s reform 
plan is comprehensive and ambitious.  It captures a wide range of reform projects, including:

 - ICT infrastructure projects to support enhanced automation, better online services and 
shared payroll and HR services;

 - Change management projects  to support more effective work practices, redeployment,  
rostering and manpower planning;

 - Organisation restructuring, involving mergers of previously separate state bodies and of 
divisions and work areas within organisations.

These reform projects will allow the public service to function more efficiently and more 
cost effectively over the medium term.  Crucially, they are facilitating the delivery of services 
while making headcount reduction.

28/05/2013WRO03250Heritage Sites

28/05/2013WRO03300316. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
intended transfer in trust of Mount Congreve Gardens in County Waterford to the State will take 
place; the reason for the non completion in discussions between the Office of Public Works and 
the Congreve Foundation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25600/13]

28/05/2013WRO03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The house and gardens at Mount Congreve are currently under the care of the Mount 
Congreve Trust.  The Mount Congreve Trust consists of three Trustees including the Commis-
sioners of Public Works.  The remaining two Trustees represent the Congreve Foundation and 
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were appointed by Mr. Congreve.  The Trust period for the gardens commenced upon the death 
of Mr Congreve in May 2011 and will expire in May 2032.  The Mansion House will remain 
in the hands of the Trust until 2059.  Only upon the expiration of these Trust periods will the 
properties revert to the ownership of the State.  The Commissioners of Public Works, in their 
role as Trustee, have been in discussions with the other Trustees as to the future management 
of the Trust properties.  While these discussions are ongoing, it would be inappropriate to com-
ment further.

28/05/2013WRO03450Retail Sector Issues

28/05/2013WRO03500317. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if there 
is any support for those engaged in retail start ups here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25094/13]

28/05/2013WRO03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Anyone inter-
ested in starting their own business should in the first instance contact their local County and 
City Enterprise Board (CEB). The CEBs support the indigenous micro-enterprise sector in the 
start-up and expansion phases and stimulate enterprise potential at local level. They are the first 
port of call in terms of advice, direction, training and grant support for anyone who wishes to 
start a business. Contact details for the CEBs are available on www.enterpriseboards.ie. 

The Boards are required to give priority to enterprises in the manufacturing or internation-
ally traded services sector, which over time can develop into strong export entities and graduate 
to the Enterprise Ireland portfolio. Retail enterprises are ineligible for financial support from 
the CEBs as it is considered that these generally give rise to concerns over displacement (where 
the projects simply displace business from other players in the market).  However they can 
avail of non-financial assistance in the form of a wide range of business advice and information 
services, management capability training and development programmes, e-Commerce training 
initiatives etc. Training courses include such topics as start-your-own-business, taxation for 
beginners, internet marketing, ideas generation and negotiation skills. 

In addition, Microfinance Ireland is providing support in the form of loans of up to €25,000 
available to start-up, newly established or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 
people with viable business propositions that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied 
by the banks. The Fund has a significant entrepreneurship focus and is open to anyone with a 
viable business proposal. Applications for the Microfinance Fund should be channelled through 
the local CEB.  The 2013 Action Plan for Jobs also includes a number of measures designed to 
help the retail sector.  These include a project to streamline the application process for business 
licences in the retail sector, and an initiative to encourage more businesses to trade on-line.  
Developments on these initiatives will be reported on a quarterly basis on my Department’s 
website, www.enterprise.gov.ie, as part of the Action Plan for Jobs Progress Reports.

28/05/2013WRO03650Industrial Relations Issues

28/05/2013WRO03700318. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the position regarding a ruling by a rights commissioner of the Labour Relations Commission 
in favour of a person (details supplied); if there should be further delays in bringing this matter 
to a conclusion, the steps that can be taken by the claimant to enforce this ruling; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25152/13]

28/05/2013WRO03800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Rights 
Commissioner Service is part of the Labour Relations Commission, a statutory body indepen-



28 May 2013

255

dent of my Department in the performance of its functions. Once a recommendation is issued by 
the Rights Commissioner Service that concludes the involvement of the Rights Commissioner 
Service. 

However, I understand in this instance, that a recommendation issued from the Rights Com-
missioner Service in February 2012. This recommendation would have been accompanied by 
an Information Sheet outlining the appeals process.  An appeal under the Industrial Relations 
Acts can be made within 6 weeks after the making of the Rights Commissioner decision.  There 
is no record of such an appeal having been made in this case.  Such an appeal would have re-
sulted in a recommendation being issued to the parties by the Labour Court. This recommenda-
tion however would not have been legally enforceable as such recommendations under the In-
dustrial Relations Acts 1969- 2001 are voluntarist in nature.  As there is no legal compellability 
available to enforce such awards the only avenue open to the claimant is to seek, either herself 
or through her trade union, to have the award honoured by the employer.

28/05/2013WRO03850Regional Development

28/05/2013WRO03900319. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in relation 
to his Department’s monitoring of the south-east employment action plan, the number of ideas 
that have been funded in Waterford since its launch in January 2012; and the amount of funding 
for Waterford ideas that have been awarded to date. [25213/13]

28/05/2013WRO04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The South 
East Employment Action Plan has a number of recommendations which the relevant agencies 
and stakeholders are charged with implementing.  The following are examples of agency fund-
ing provided to individuals or companies in Waterford and in the South East since January 2012 
to develop new business ideas.

Enterprise Ireland’s New Frontiers Entrepreneur Development Programme is a rapid in-
cubation programme designed to provide hands-on support and management development for 
entrepreneurs who wish to start their own business. 

Twenty promoters were accepted on to the 2012 programmes run in Waterford IT and Car-
low IT.  All were approved a €15,000 scholarship from Enterprise Ireland to develop business 
ideas which can be spun out as knowledge based companies to provide jobs and export sales. 
Graduates are expected to go on to set up new businesses in the South East following the pro-
gramme.

Enterprise Ireland launched a pilot Competitive Feasibility Fund for new start-ups in the 
South East in January 2012. Over 40 applications were received with 14 high quality projects 
being approved for funding. The total fund was approximately €200,000. To date, one of the 
projects has been approved High Potential Start Up funding. Enterprise Ireland continues to 
work with innovative start-up companies at all stages of development and growth within the 
region. 

Since 2007, Enterprise Ireland has approved a total of 707 Innovation Vouchers to compa-
nies in the South East with 287 approved to Waterford based companies (as of March 2013). 
Waterford has the fourth highest number of approved vouchers since 2007. 

In addition to the above, the Waterford County and the Waterford City Enterprise Boards 
have both continued to use the funding available under the European Globalisation Fund and 
from my Department to provide supports for micro-enterprises within the County. From 1 Janu-
ary 2012 to date, the two CEBs have funded 51 projects in the amount of €865,270 from the 
funding allocated by my Department, supporting the creation of 98 jobs, and funded a further 
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6 other projects in the amount of €110,462 with the financial support provided by the European 
Globalisation Fund.

Work is on-going on the implementation of the South-East Employment Action Plan rec-
ommendations, with agencies and stakeholders working together to maximise benefits for the 
region.  The South East Forum, established to oversee the implementation of the Action Plan, 
and which I met most recently in March this year, will continue to examine ways that would 
lead to job creation and investment opportunities in the South East.

28/05/2013WRP00150Liquor Licensing Laws

28/05/2013WRP00200320. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the way he will ensure that public health concerns will be addressed and oversight of li-
cence applications will be retained with regard to liquor licences as part of the review and audit 
of licences currently being conducted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25275/13]

28/05/2013WRP00300321. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if the proposals in his review and audit of licences concerning liquor licences will be 
consistent with the recommendations of the national substance misuse strategy, in particular the 
need to ensure that those benefiting from the sale of alcohol products make a greater contribu-
tion to meeting the costs on the State of alcohol misuse; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25276/13]

28/05/2013WRP00400322. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if holders of liquor licences will pay more, the same or less for licences following the re-
view and audit of licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25277/13]

28/05/2013WRP00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 320 to 322, inclusive, together. 

The Forfás report on “The Review and Audit of Licences” recommended the introduction 
of an integrated licensing system.  The Government considers this project to be of significant 
importance and has positioned it as one of the Disruptive Reforms in the Action Plan for Jobs 
2013.  Such an integrated licensing system, which will streamline the licensing application pro-
cess, is a reformative step in reducing the administrative burdens for business.  Delivering an 
integrated licensing system, in the first instance for the retail sector by the end of the year, will 
require the firm and on-going commitment and engagement of the relevant licensing authorities 
to work closely with my Department and with Forfás.

A key goal of the proposed system is to support the licence application process through 
the provision of a single portal or website through which businesses will be able to apply for, 
and renew, a multiplicity of licences.  I should stress that this system will not interfere with the 
policy aims of the regulations that underpin existing licences.  The relevant licensing authorities 
will continue to authorise and enforce the licences in the usual way.  The policy issues referred 
to in the Deputy’s questions are a matter for the Minister for Justice and Equality.

28/05/2013WRP00550Action Plan for Jobs

28/05/2013WRP00600323. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the progress made regarding action 126 in the Action Plan for Jobs to compare consumer 
price levels and consumer price inflation here; if the terms of reference for the proposed report 
have been agreed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25278/13]
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28/05/2013WRP00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Action 126 of 
the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 requires that Forfás “Compare consumer price levels and con-
sumer price inflation in Ireland with prices in our key competitors; identify the primary drivers 
of price and inflation differentials and assess the impacts of cost of living in Ireland on labour 
costs and other business costs.”  The Terms of Reference for this work were to be developed in 
Quarter 2.

Increases in the Consumer Price level represent a significant indirect cost for business as 
it puts upward pressure on wage expectations, thus adding to the cost base for enterprise and 
ultimately impacting on our international competitiveness.  The recently published Forfas re-
port “Costs of Doing Business in Ireland 2012” found that Irish consumer prices as measured 
by the Consumer Price Index and the Harmonised Index for Consumer prices were 12% above 
the euro area average in 2011.  The forthcoming Forfas study will go further, and identify the 
primary drivers of price and inflation differentials.  I can confirm that the Terms of Reference 
for the Forfas study have been agreed.  The report is due for completion by the end of the year.

28/05/2013WRP00750Action Plan for Jobs

28/05/2013WRP00800324. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the progress made regarding action 175 in the Action Plan for Jobs to prepare a policy state-
ment on entrepreneurship, including youth entrepreneurship; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25279/13]

28/05/2013WRP00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action 
Plan for Jobs 2013 has a specific section on driving entrepreneurship and start-up companies 
and includes a commitment to publish a National Entrepreneurship Policy Statement in Quarter 
4 of 2013.  To deliver on this commitment, a comprehensive work programme is being under-
taken, to include research and consultation with entrepreneurs, interested parties and relevant 
stakeholders.  As part of an assessment of the current environment for entrepreneurship activity, 
I launched a public consultation process on 17 May, 2013.  The purpose of this consultation 
process is to invite interested parties to submit written views/observations/suggestions to sup-
port the Department’s work on establishing how conducive the overall environment in Ireland 
is for entrepreneurship, and identifying gaps, opportunities, weaknesses and untapped potential. 

In addition to the launch of the public consultation on Entrepreneurship Policy, I also re-
cently announced the establishment of a small Entrepreneurship Advisory Forum to advise and 
support my Department and to influence policy in the area of entrepreneurship.  Entrepreneur 
and investor Sean O’ Sullivan has agreed to chair this Forum.

The main deliverables of the project are to outline key recommendations for immediate ac-
tion by Government that can be taken in order to: set out objectives, targets and responsibilities 
for promoting the emergence of new innovative entrepreneurs and facilitating new business 
start-ups; complement existing  initiatives, and ensure that the operating environment is more 
coherent, responsive and conducive to entrepreneurship; improve the support environment for 
entrepreneurs; address gaps, bottlenecks or obstacles to entrepreneurship; and improve the per-
ception of entrepreneurship as an attractive career option.

28/05/2013WRP00950Consumer Rights Directive

28/05/2013WRP01000325. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No 259 of 4 December 2012 if he will introduce the 
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statutory instrument to give effect to Articles 19 and 22 of the consumer rights directive limit-
ing credit and debit card surcharges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25280/13]

28/05/2013WRP01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As I stated in 
my reply to the Deputy’s question of 4 December 2012, one of the responses to the public con-
sultation on the implementation of Articles 19 and 22 raised an issue that required my Depart-
ment to seek legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General.  My Department has received 
that advice.  The matter at issue was whether early application of the Directive’s provisions was 
permissible having regard to the wording of the Directive’s transposition provision and the con-
stitutional and legislative provisions governing the implementation of European Union legisla-
tion in Ireland.  Article 28 (Transposition) of the Consumer Rights Directive requires Member 
States to adopt the laws or regulations necessary to comply with the Directive by 13 December 
2013, and to apply those laws or regulations from 13 June 2014. 

The legal advice available to me states largely that early application and enforcement of 
the directive by way of secondary legislation could be successfully challenged under domestic 
constitutional law.  It noted among other things that Article 29.4.10 of the Constitution provides 
blanket constitutional immunity for all measures ‘necessitated’ by our membership of the Euro-
pean Union. In view of the wording of the transposition provision at Article 28 of the Directive, 
however, it was open to question whether the application of the Directive’s provisions prior to 
the date specified in the Directive could be said to be ‘necessitated’ by the obligations of Eu-
ropean Union membership.  While there was no obstacle to early adoption of the Directive’s 
provisions by means of statutory instrument, the application and enforcement of those provi-
sions before June 2014 by secondary legislation could be successfully challenged in the courts. 

Accordingly I have reluctantly decided not to proceed with the early implementation of 
these Articles.  It would not be in the interest of consumer protection to have court proceed-
ings arising from the enforcement of these Articles fail on a matter relating to the timing of that 
enforcement rather than on the substance of the case.  Articles 19 and 22 will accordingly be 
given effect in Regulations to be enacted by December 2013 and to be applied from June 2014.  
These Regulations will also give effect to the other provisions of the Directive.  My Department 
has drawn the European Commission’s attention to the difficulties caused by the particular form 
of wording used for the transposition provision at Article 28 of the Directive with a view to 
ensuring that a similar difficulty will not arise with future European Union consumer protection 
legislation.

28/05/2013WRP01150Regional Aid Guidelines

28/05/2013WRP01200326. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
he expects the European Commission directorate-general for competition to publish the new 
Regional Aid Guidelines 2014-2020; and the extent to which he has participated in the recent 
public consultation process. [25601/13]

28/05/2013WRP01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): As part of a 
State Aid Modernisation initiative currently being undertaken by the EU Commission a number 
of instruments are being reviewed in parallel, including, in particular, Guidelines on Region-
al Aid, Environmental Aid, Risk Capital, Research Development and Innovation, Broadband 
Guidelines and Aviation Guidelines.  Of major importance from an Irish perspective is the revi-
sion of the Regional Aid Guidelines.  The purpose of Regional Aid is to support investment and 
job creation and encourage firms to set up new establishments in Europe’s most disadvantaged 
regions.

The process of Member States agreeing the 2014-2021 Regional Aid Guidelines is underway 
and multilateral discussions between Member States and the Commission, which has respon-
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sibility for the Regional Aid Guidelines, have taken place.  This initiative is Commission led, 
and my Department is actively engaged in the process and has consulted relevant stakeholders 
including various Government Departments, the enterprise development agencies, Údarás na 
Gaeltachta, Forfás, the Central Statistics Office, the Border Midland and Western Regional 
Assembly, the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly, and the eight Regional Authorities to 
ensure the preparation and submission of a comprehensive evidence based Irish position on the 
key issues.

The Commission issued a non-paper of its initial orientations in December 2011, which was 
followed by a multilateral meeting in March 2012. The Commission subsequently forwarded 
further proposals to Member States on 14 January 2013, documenting the structure and provi-
sions that will form the basis of the revised Guidelines.  These proposals were again discussed 
at a multilateral meeting on 11 and 12 of February 2013.  I met directly with Commissioner 
Almunia to discuss the issue of State Aids in December 2012.  Minister Sherlock has also raised 
this issue with Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn.  Concerns relating to the range of coverage 
and support for large enterprises were raised at these meetings as being items of major concern 
to Ireland.

In addition, my Departments officials are in regular discussions on these issues with Com-
mission officials across a range of dossiers, to ensure that Irish concerns are well known within 
the Commission.  My officials are also liaising with a number of like-minded Member States 
on the issue.  All relevant Government Departments are being kept briefed on this issue through 
the State Aid Interdepartmental Committee and briefs have issued to all relevant Minsters.  All 
Irish MEPs and the Irish representatives on the Council of the Regions are also being briefed 
on this issue.

A revised proposal on Regional Aid will shortly be circulated through the Commission as 
part of the normal inter-service consultation.  My Department, in conjunction with the enter-
prise agencies, is in the process of preparing a detailed submission to the Commission on this 
revised proposal.  The next meeting of the College of Commissioners is scheduled for Wednes-
day, 19 June 2013.  Once the Regional Proposal has been agreed by the College it will be for-
mally adopted and published by DG Competition.

28/05/2013WRP01350IFSC Clearing House Group

28/05/2013WRP01400327. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of officials who have been present at each IFSC Clearing House Group meeting since 
March 2011 including each working group. [25672/13]

28/05/2013WRP01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The IFSC 
Clearing House Group and its four Working Groups operate under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach and I am advised by that Department that it is providing an answer to 
this question.

28/05/2013WRP01550EU Standardised Corporate Forms

28/05/2013WRP01600328. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if of-
ficials in his Department have had discussions with their counterparts in other EU member 
states or the European Commission regarding the standardisation of limited companies on a 
pan-European basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25872/13]

28/05/2013WRP01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There have 
been a few initiatives at EU level to introduce standard corporate forms. Two of those initia-
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tives have come to fruition with the adoption of the European Company (the “SE”), which is 
a public limited company, in 2001 and of the European Cooperative (the “SCE”) in 2006.  A 
proposal from the Commission for a European Foundation, akin to a charity, has begun its pas-
sage through the European Parliament and Council, and my colleague the Minister for Justice 
and Equality is leading the Irish position on this. 

A proposal from the European Commission to introduce a European Private Company (the 
“SPE”), introduced in 2008, is not being advanced at this point as Member States were not able 
to find common ground on certain key features.  In light of this impasse, the Commission sig-
nalled in its recent Action Plan on European company law and corporate governance (published 
12 December 2012) that it will spend time this year and next considering alternatives that would 
enhance cross-border opportunities for SMEs, such as proposals for mechanisms that would 
make it easier for companies to establish in other EU Member States without undue administra-
tive burden.  The main area of likely action here is a possible proposal on transfer of registered 
office, so that companies can move to another EU Member State without having to first wind up 
in their home state.  Again, the Commission’s Action Plan on European company law and cor-
porate governance states that the Commission will investigate options and may bring forward a 
proposal within the next year or so. 

Officials in my Department have had discussions with both other Member States and the 
Commission on all of these proposals, with the exception of the European Foundation where 
the Department of Justice and Equality takes the lead, in the context of the Council negotia-
tions, the Commission’s Company Law Expert Group and / or as part of our preparations for 
the Irish Presidency programme as each arose on the EU’s company law agenda over the last 
few years. 

28/05/2013WRP01750Trademark Issues

28/05/2013WRP01800329. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if he will provide details of the trademark arrangements for the Book of Kells (details 
supplied); if he has assessed the impact that this arrangement has on prospective tourism and 
heritage businesses in Kells, County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25877/13]

28/05/2013WRP01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A trademark is 
a sign which serves to distinguish the goods and/or services of one undertaking from those of 
another.  The proprietor of a trademark can, if wishing to seek protection of the mark at national 
level only within a country, apply to register a trademark at the Industrial Property office of a 
Member State.  In the event that protection is sought across all of the territories of the Member 
States of the EU, a Community trademark application can be filed at the Office for Harmonisa-
tion in the Internal Market, (Trade Marks and Designs) (OHIM) in Alicante. 

A Community trademark grants its owner an exclusive right, in the 27 Member States of 
the European Union, to use the trademark and to prevent third parties using, without consent, 
the same or a similar mark for identical or similar goods and/or services as those protected by 
the CTM.

I understand that in the case referred to by the Deputy, a number of trademarks consisting 
of or containing the words “The Book of Kells” have been registered at the Community Trade 
Mark office in Alicante for a variety of goods and services.  The proprietor of these trademarks 
is listed as Trinity College, Dublin.  The Office in Alicante is a Community institution and is 
not one in which I have a role in, or any jurisdiction over matters, such as that outlined by the 
Deputy.
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2/05/2013WRP01950State Bodies Staffing

28/05/2013WRP02000330. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the staff-
ing levels at Enterprise Ireland and the Industrial Development Agency for each of the past five 
years. [25908/13]

28/05/2013WRP02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
number of maximum staffing levels in both Enterprise Ireland and the Industrial Development 
Agency for each of the last five years are set out in the following tabular statement.

Table showing the maximum staffing levels at Enterprise Ireland and the Industrial 
Development Authority for the past five years.

 - Enterprise Ireland Industrial Development 
Authority

2008 925.5 282
2009 841 268
2010 828 264
2011 797 254
2012 742 254

28/05/2013WRP02150IDA Job Numbers

28/05/2013WRP02200331. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of Industrial Development Agency supported jobs created over the past ten years in counties 
Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Galway and Dublin. [25909/13]

28/05/2013WRP02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that are supported 
by the enterprise development agencies.  Details of the number of IDA-supported jobs created 
in each of the years from 2003 to 2012 in Counties Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Galway and 
Dublin are set out in the following tabular statement.  

Table showing the number of new jobs created by IDA supported companies from 
2003 to 2012 in Counties Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Galway and Dublin.

- 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Cork 1,239 1,368 1,288 2,066 1,759 2,116 1,108 1,393 1,990 1,979
Water-
ford

561 253 351 851 376 176 112 146 72 75

Lim-
erick

139 518 376 793 294 286 172 163 233 400

Gal-
way

856 711 1,361 421 433 636 442 789 1,047 859

Dub-
lin

3,298 5,256 5,802 6,028 5,297 4,351 2,284 5,037 6,864 6,389

28/05/2013WRP02350IDA Site Visits

28/05/2013WRP02400332. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of site visits arranged by the Industrial Development Agency in the past year on a county 



Questions - Written Answers

262

basis. [25910/13]

28/05/2013WRP02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
number of IDA sponsored site visits by potential investors during 2012 on a county by county 
basis are set out in the following tabular statement.  2012 was a very successful year in terms 
of attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) to this country with 145 investments won.  During 
2012, a total of 12,722 new jobs were created in IDA supported companies.  The net number of 
new jobs created, at 6,570 is the highest in a decade.  The IDA client base now employs 152,785 
people in full and part time employment, a level last recorded before the financial crisis began 
in 2008.

  Table of IDA sponsored Sites Visits on a County Basis for 2012

County 2012
Carlow 4
Cavan 3
Clare 14
Cork 38
Donegal 1
Dublin 196
Galway 18
Kerry 1
Kildare 1
Kilkenny 3
Laois 0
Leitrim 0
Limerick 30
Longford 0
Louth 12
Mayo 1
Meath 0
Monaghan 0
Offaly 3
Roscommon 0
Sligo 6
Tipperary 5
Waterford 26
Westmeath 7
Wexford 3
Wicklow 6

28/05/2013WRP02550Foreign Direct Investment

28/05/2013WRP02600333. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if a rep-
resentative of his Department or the Industrial Development Agency have advised or provided 
information on the establishment or benefits of non-residential holding companies to perspec-
tive foreign direct investment companies; and if he will detail any such advice or information. 
[25938/13]
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28/05/2013WRP02700334. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the ad-
vice given to foreign direct investment companies regarding the establishment of non-trading 
non-residential holding companies. [25939/13]

28/05/2013WRP02800337. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Industrial Development Agency client companies that are whole or part subsidiaries 
of Irish registered non-residential holding companies. [25942/13]

28/05/2013WRP02900338. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Industrial Development Agency client companies that are Irish registered non-resi-
dential holding companies. [25943/13]

28/05/2013WRP03000340. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of inquires from Industrial Development Agency client companies with regard to tax 
reduction; and to outline how these enquiries are handled. [25945/13]

28/05/2013WRP03100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 333, 334, 337, 338 and 340 together. 

IDA Ireland is the agency with statutory responsibility for the attraction of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) to Ireland and its regions.  In executing its mandate, IDA Ireland engages 
with corporate entities, as the primary decision makers around FDI investment.  The Agency’s 
key focus is on maximising the level of economic activity and substance in Ireland from these 
corporations.

IDA Ireland markets Ireland as a location for FDI on the basis of a number of selling points: 
a pro-business and technologically advanced environment; the availability of an educated and 
talented workforce with the blend of appropriate skill sets; a range of affordable, state-of-the-art 
property solutions; the availability of world class access infrastructure, for example, road ac-
cess to key cities and ports and international airports; and an attractive corporate tax rate.  IDA 
Ireland is a marketing organisation not a tax advisory body.  In the course of its engagement 
with client companies, IDA Ireland provides general information to companies on the Irish tax 
regime while companies and their financial advisors engage separately and directly with the 
Revenue Commissioners, as required.

I wish to reiterate that Ireland is not a tax haven.  Since the 1950s, there has been a consis-
tent Government policy to use a competitive corporation tax rate as a means to attract invest-
ment and jobs to Ireland.  A deliberate decision has been taken by successive Governments to 
ensure that our tax system is transparent and our competitive rate is applied to a wider tax base.  
I understand from my colleague the Minister for Finance that he has been advised by the Rev-
enue Commissioners that the number of companies and the names of same that are incorporated 
here but non-resident for tax purposes are not available as they are not separately compiled.

28/05/2013WRP03150Foreign Direct Investment

28/05/2013WRP03200335. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the val-
ue of supports made available to Google and Apple from the Industrial Development Agency. 
[25940/13]

28/05/2013WRP03300336. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
value of supports made available to Apple Sales International from the Industrial Development 
Agency. [25941/13]
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28/05/2013WRP03400339. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
advice offered to companies in the Apple group with regard to tax measures by the Industrial 
Development Agency or if they were referred to the Revenue Commissioners. [25944/13]

28/05/2013WRP03500341. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
meetings between Industrial Development Agency officials and representatives or directors of 
Apple Operations Ireland or Apple Sales International. [25946/13]

28/05/2013WRP03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 335, 336, 339 and 341 together.

Since establishing in Ireland in 2003, Google Ireland Limited was paid €7,500,000 in grant 
assistance from IDA Ireland.  That company employs over 2,500 staff in this country.  In the 33 
years since establishing in Ireland, Apple’s entire operation has been paid €17,854,407 in grant 
assistance from IDA Ireland in support of its major corporate activities in Cork. That company 
employs approximately 4,000 staff in Ireland. 

Given the number of employees working in each company in Ireland, if all were just earn-
ing the average wage then the tax revenue for the Exchequer each year would be of the order 
of €6,400 per worker in PAYE and USC payments or €41m per year in aggregate.  This figure 
is likely to be much larger as staff at both these companies would likely be earning above the 
average wage.

In the course of its engagement with client companies, IDA Ireland provides general in-
formation to companies on the Irish tax regime.  However the IDA is not a tax advisory body. 
Obviously companies and their financial advisors engage separately and directly with the Rev-
enue Commissioners as required.    IDA Ireland engages with corporate entities, as the primary 
decision makers around FDI investment.  The Agency’s key focus is on maximising the level of 
economic activity and substance in Ireland from these corporations.  Large companies generally 
have a significant number of subsidiaries within their overall corporate structure. 

In relation to Apple, IDA Ireland’s engagement in the past 30 years is has been with Apple 
Corporate and with its Irish operation in Cork.  Over this period, the Agency has met with Apple 
frequently in relation to the execution of its mandate.  Distinctions would not normally be made 
as to whether or not specific subsidiaries might be involved in particular meetings. 

Questions Nos. 337 and 338 answered with Question No. 333.

Question No. 339 answered with Question No. 335.

Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 333.

      Question No. 341 answered with Question No. 335.

28/05/2013WRQ00150Job Initiatives

28/05/2013WRQ00200342. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will, in conjunction with the Department of Social Protection, introduce a scheme for new 
college graduates, as a pilot scheme, similar to the social protection jobs plan initiative which 
incentivises business to hire additional employees off the live register and give a better oppor-
tunity to those graduated to avoid being on a demoralising long-term dependency on welfare 
and also provide them with on the job training and experience in a work situation. [25959/13]

28/05/2013WRQ00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
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ment is tackling unemployment generally through the twin strategies: Action Plan for Jobs and 
Pathways to Work.  The aim of the Action Plan for Jobs is to support the creation of 100,000 
net new jobs by 2016, while the objective of Pathways to Work is to provide those who are 
unemployed with the appropriate training and skills to avail of the job opportunities which will 
arise as the economy recovers.

The aim of the Action Plan for Jobs is to create a supportive environment for enterprise to 
create and sustain jobs.  The Jobs Plus initiative is one of a series of strategic and reforming 
measures being implemented by Government. It incentivises businesses to hire jobseekers who 
have been on the Live Register for 12 months or more. All of the measures in the Action Plan 
for Jobs are designed to promote employment opportunities in different ways and many gradu-
ates will benefit from the implementation of these measures.

Given the scale of the unemployment crisis, the key objective of Government policy on 
activation and labour market initiatives is to offer assistance to those most in need of support in 
securing work and achieving financial self-sufficiency. This policy objective prioritises scarce 
resources to those in receipt of qualifying welfare payments. The major elements of the Gov-
ernment’s response to targeting activation places and opportunities as set out in the Pathways to 
Work policy is aimed at ensuring that as many as possible of the job vacancies that are created 
are filled by people from the Live Register, with a particular focus on those who are long term 
unemployed or at risk of long-term unemployment.

The Government will spend more than €1 billion this year on supporting over 85,000 job 
placements, work experience and Back to Education beneficiaries, including through the “Job-
Bridge”   internship programme. Many young graduates will benefit from these opportunities. 
In addition, over 450,000 education and training places will be provided in the higher educa-
tion, further education and training sectors. JobBridge, the national internship programme, is 
providing valuable work experience for many young people, including graduates.  A recent 
independent evaluation conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants found that 61% of interns 
progress to paid employment after completing their internships. The Indecon evaluation clearly 
demonstrates that JobBridge   is delivering for thousands of jobseekers by providing them with 
valuable opportunities to gain relevant work experience, knowledge and skills in a workplace 
environment. An increase in the number of places on the scheme, from 6,000 to 8,500, was an-
nounced in Budget 2013.

Further measures outlined in Ireland’s National Reform Programme update for 2013, sub-
mitted by the Government to the European Commission in April, include further implemen-
tation of the ICT Action Plan, including the provision of 760 additional places on the ICT 
Graduate Conversion Programme. These programmes, which are designed and delivered in 
partnership with industry, are targeted at graduate jobseekers who wish to acquire honours de-
gree level programming skills for employment opportunities in ICT.

In addition, the Labour Market Education & Training Fund, known as Momentum, will pro-
vide a range of quality, relevant education and training interventions for up to 6,500 individuals 
who are long term unemployed, including graduates. While participation in these programmes 
is conditional on recruitment from the Live Register, nonetheless all are available to graduates 
who find themselves unemployed.  The Government’s primary strategy to support job creation 
is to create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and 
productivity. Economic recovery is essential to underpin jobs growth and to provide the oppor-
tunities sought by young graduates.

28/05/2013WRQ00350Social Insurance Issues

28/05/2013WRQ00400343. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
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has been drawn to an anomaly in the implementation of USC-PRSI whereby when an employee 
moves, for example, from €352 gross weekly pay to €365.64, less than a 4% increase, the net 
result is that the employee receives €1.54 less and the additional cost to the employer is €37.90; 
if she will remedy same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25542/13]

28/05/2013WRQ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Employees earning €38 or more in 
a week are subject to PRSI, which provides the employee with access to a wide range of long 
and short term social insurance benefits. For earnings between €38 and €352 a week inclusive, 
the rate of employer PRSI is 4.25%.  No employee PRSI is payable.   Where the employee’s 
weekly earnings exceed €352 per week, employee PRSI at 4% is payable on all income.  The 
rate of employer PRSI increases from 4.25% to 10.75%, once weekly earnings exceed €356.  
There is no anomaly in the operation of the PRSI system.  When employees moves to a higher 
earnings band they and their employer pay PRSI at the rate appropriate to the new band. 

You will appreciate that in order to fund the social insurance entitlements of employees, 
contributions from both employees and employers are necessary.  Lower rates of PRSI are 
charged on those with lower levels of earnings. Employees earning less than €352 per week do 
not pay employee PRSI.  Employee PRSI at 4% is only payable where weekly earnings exceed 
€352. In relation to employer PRSI, the lower rate applying to earnings between €38 and €356 
was reduced from 8.5% to 4.25% in July 2011, as part of the Jobs Initiative to meet one of the 
Programme for Government commitments.  The higher rate of employer PRSI applies to earn-
ings exceeding €356.

The charging of USC is a matter for the Minister for Finance.

28/05/2013WRQ00550Youth Unemployment Measures

28/05/2013WRQ00600344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which her Department continues to be in a position to address the question of youth unemploy-
ment in 2013 having regard to the special emphasis on the subject throughout Europe; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25761/13]

28/05/2013WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the first instance, the Govern-
ment’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is to create the environment for a strong 
economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and productivity. Economic recovery will 
underpin jobs growth. Past experience suggests that youth unemployment, which tends to rise 
relatively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to fall relatively rapidly during the recovery.

The Government is implementing a number of programmes to assist young unemployed 
persons and keep young jobseekers close to the labour market. There are five main approaches 
being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, training, job search assistance/guidance, 
work experience, and encouraging job creation.  These actions range across a number of De-
partments and Agencies and include:

- The Youthreach programme providing 6,000 integrated education, training and work ex-
perience for early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who are be-
tween 15 and 20 years of age;

- The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme scheme, which provides a range of courses 
to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people over 21 years of age, particu-
larly focusing upon early school leavers;

- The Back to Education Allowance scheme run by the Department of Social Protection 
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provides income maintenance for unemployed people returning to further or higher education. 
Over 6,500 young people participated on this scheme in the last academic year;

- Approximately 12,000 persons aged under 25 completed a training course with FÁS in 
2012. This excludes apprenticeships and evening courses;

- This year MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions, which is part 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs initiative, is currently being rolled out by the Depart-
ment of Education.  MOMENTUM will support the provision of free education and training 
projects to allow 6,500 long term jobseekers to gain skills and to access work opportunities in 
identified growing sectors.  Over 1,250 of these places are assigned specifically for under 25s;

- The JobBridge National Internship Scheme is focused on providing work experience to 
young people with the total number of placements of young people on JobBridge during 2012 
at 2,700;

- Long-term unemployed youth will also benefit from the JobsPlus initiative which is de-
signed to encourage employers to recruit long-term unemployed people. Under this scheme 
the State will pay circa €1 of every €4 it costs the employer to recruit a person from the Live 
Register;

- In the December Budget, funding was secured for an additional 10,000 places this year 
across a range of programmes -- including JobBridge, TÚS and Community Employment. 
About a quarter of these places are expected to be taken up by unemployed young people. 

With regard to targets, the original Action Plan for Jobs sets out a target for 100,000 net new 
jobs to be created by 2016, many of which will be filled by young people. In this context, the 
Department of Finance anticipates that the overall unemployment rate will fall from 14.7% in 
2012 to 12.3% in 2016.  This could be expected to see youth unemployment fall from over 30% 
in 2012 to 24% or less in 2016. 

In addition, the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 includes the Pathways to Work initiative’s targets 
for increasing the number of people who are long-term unemployed moving into employment 
and reducing the average length of time spent on the Live Register.  Specifically, these targets 
are that:

(i) at least 75,000 of long-term unemployed people will move into employment by 2015 
(starting 2012).

(ii) Increase the exit rate of people on the  live register  for two years or more by 50%  (to 
40%)  by the end of 2015

(iii) Reduce the persistence rate (the rate at which short term unemployed people become 
long term unemployed)  to 25%. 

As two out of five young unemployed are long-term unemployed, these targets are pertinent 
to young people. 

A new recruitment incentive – JobsPlus – has also been developed by my Department and 
was approved by the Government as part of the Action Plan for Jobs.  This incentive will cover 
the cost of c. €1 in every €4 of an employer’s wage costs and will be launched for availability 
by July 2013.  Young people are likely to be major beneficiaries of this initiative as employers 
tend to hire young people when there is a recovery in employment.

Following from the formal adoption of the EU Recommendation on Implementing a Youth 
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Guarantee, the Government will review the current range of youth employment and training 
policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the gradual 
implementation of the guarantee. This will include the identification of what would be the ap-
propriate timescale for implementation in Ireland’s current employment and budgetary circum-
stances.

The scale and nature of the measures required will depend on the trend in youth unemploy-
ment, and in particular the number of young people likely to experience periods of unemploy-
ment of more than four months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome develop-
ment that the official labour market figures published by the CSO indicated that the number of 
young unemployed at the end of 2012 was at 59,000, a reduction of almost 9,000 on the same 
time a year earlier.  

Even so, the implementation of a guarantee will almost certainly require an expansion in 
the range of opportunities currently on offer to young people in the form of further education, 
training, internships, subsidised private-sector recruitment, and supports for self-employment. 
It is to be hoped that any measures taken by government in relation to the implementation of 
the youth guarantee will see youth unemployment fall even further than is already anticipated 
on the basis of existing policies.

28/05/2013WRQ00750Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

28/05/2013WRQ00800345. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason, in view 
of the work the Government is carrying out on suicide prevention, genuine cases of suicidal 
ideation combined with severe depression, certified by health care professionals, are not ac-
cepted by her Department as grounds for disability-invalidity payments when such refusals may 
exacerbate the situation; her plans to address this situation; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [26280/13]

28/05/2013WRQ00900347. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason, in view 
of the work the Government is carrying out on suicide prevention, genuine cases of suicidal 
ideation combined with severe depression, certified by health care professionals, are not ac-
cepted by her Department as grounds for disability-invalidity payments when such refusals 
may exacerbate the situation; the plans she has to address this situation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25063/13]

28/05/2013WRQ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
345 and 347 together.

Applications for Disability/Invalidity schemes are medically assessed by Medical Asses-
sors in my Department who are fully qualified and experienced practitioners. They provide a 
second opinion to that of the person’s own doctor.  Their assessments conform to the ethical 
conduct and behaviour guidelines of the Irish Medical Council.  These medical assessments in-
volve comprehensive examination of the person’s medical history and clinical evaluation from 
the client’s own primary healthcare provider (GP) and all available current medical evidence. 
They also involve a review of any investigation results and specialist/consultant reports.  Cases 
which relate to conditions of mental disability, including suicidal ideation and depression, are 
accepted as medical evidence and considered in arriving at decisions for these schemes. The 
assessment is made in accordance with the Department’s evidence-based medical guidelines 
and protocols which include as key indicators suicidal ideation and depression. All medical 
evidence is taken into consideration and no medical evidence is ever discounted. 
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There are currently twenty two Medical Assessors, including the Chief Medical Advisor 
and Deputy Chief Medical Advisor, who conduct medical assessments across a wide range of 
the Department’s schemes.  Of these, six have post-graduate qualifications in the area of men-
tal health, such as MRCPsych and Dip. Clinical Psychiatry.  They also have extensive clinical 
training and experience in psychiatry together with membership of recognised professional 
bodies such as the Royal College of Psychiatrists London and the College of Psychiatry Ireland. 
The Medical Assessors have an on-going commitment to continuing medical education to en-
sure that standards are maintained and enhanced. This includes working in a collegiate way to 
ensure that best practice and professional expertise is shared and applied across all of the cases 
that are reviewed by them.  Daily case conference meetings are held and a medical research unit 
has been established to actively engage in the update of the body of medical knowledge and 
evidence based practice.  Furthermore, as a result of a recent recruitment campaign for Medical 
Assessors, seven were recruited of whom two have mental health qualifications - MRCPsych.  
Further recruitment of Medical Assessors is underway.

28/05/2013WRQ01050Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

28/05/2013WRQ01100346. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for jobseeker’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25038/13]

28/05/2013WRQ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 
14 March 2013.  The case was referred to an Appeals Officer who requested clarification on 
certain issues from the Department of Social Protection on 9 May 2013.  This clarification 
has now been received and the Appeals Officer will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

  Question No. 347 answered with Question No. 345.

28/05/2013WRQ01350Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

28/05/2013WRQ01400348. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons in receipt of 
deserted wive’s benefit are eligible for jobseeker’s benefit; and if she will outline the supports 
that may be available for persons who are deemed ineligible. [25068/13]

28/05/2013WRQ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The provision whereby people 
could receive half rate jobseeker’s benefit with certain other payments, including deserted 
wives benefit, was abolished for new cases in February 2012.  Provision was made to allow 
customers, who were being paid half-rate jobseeker’s benefit immediately prior to 2 February 
2012, to continue to be paid on their existing jobseeker’s claim.  In all cases entitlement to half 
rate jobseeker’s benefit ceases when the existing claim ends.

28/05/2013WRQ01550Carer’s Allowance Applications

28/05/2013WRQ01600349. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
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supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[25074/13]

28/05/2013WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on 16 November 2012.  
Taking all the available evidence into account, a deciding officer decided that the person in 
question was not entitled to carer’s allowance as the care recipient was not in need of full time 
care and attention.  A letter issued on 11 February 2013 refusing the allowance. The person in 
question subsequently submitted further medical evidence for review on 1 March 2013. The 
application is currently with a deciding officer for review in the light of the full evidence sub-
mitted.  Once processed, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.  If the 
person in question is not satisfied with the outcome of this review, they will have the right of 
appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.

28/05/2013WRQ01750State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

28/05/2013WRQ01800350. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to a situation that has arisen due to the change in the rules in contributions for 
a contributory pension from 260 to 520 whereby some persons are only discovering the dis-
crepancy when they reach retirement age, by which stage it is too late to remedy the situation 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25099/13]

28/05/2013WRQ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In order to qualify for a State pen-
sion contributory, a person must satisfy a number of qualifying conditions which include:

- commencing insurable employment at least 10 years before pension age;

- payment of a minimum of 520 qualifying contributions; and

- achieving a yearly average of at least 10 qualifying contributions, paid or credited,  over 
their working life.  

In April 2012, the qualifying conditions for State pension increased from 260 paid PRSI 
contributions  to 520 paid contributions. This provision was legislated for very far in advance in 
the Social Welfare Act, 1997.  This change has been notified in all social welfare pension publi-
cations since 1997.  It has also been highlighted in the recent information campaign concerning 
reform measures to the State pension.

The State pension is a very valuable asset and it is important, for sustainability reasons, that 
those who receive it have made a significant contribution towards it during a working life.  The 
means-tested State pension (non-contributory) may be available to people on low incomes who 
have not paid sufficient PRSI contributions to qualify for the contributory pension.

28/05/2013WRQ01950Fuel Allowance Eligibility

28/05/2013WRQ02000351. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing fuel allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 14; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25102/13]

28/05/2013WRQ02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made a 
claim for jobseekers’ assistance on 29 January 2013 which was approved. He also applied for 
the winter fuel allowance payment. One of the qualifying conditions for receipt of this payment 
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is that the person must be living alone; renting a room in a house where others reside does not 
satisfy this condition. Following a visit to his home by a Social Welfare Inspector on 19 Febru-
ary 2013 it was established that he was living in rented accommodation with four other persons, 
and as such does not meet the criteria to qualify for fuel allowance.  This decision was notified 
to him on 25 February 2013. Should there be any change in his circumstances which would af-
fect this decision, he should notify his Social Welfare Local Office immediately and his entitle-
ment to this payment will be reviewed.

28/05/2013WRQ02150Social Welfare Appeals Status

28/05/2013WRQ02200352. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on 
an appeal for partial capacity benefit will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) who has 
been waiting since August 2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25103/13]

28/05/2013WRQ02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Partial capacity benefit was 
awarded to the person concerned following an assessment by a Medical Assessor of the Depart-
ment, who expressed the opinion that her restriction on capacity for work should be assessed 
as severe. An appeal relating to the extent of the restriction on capacity was opened and in the 
context of that appeal, I am advised that, as part of the appeals process, the case of the person 
concerned is due to be reviewed by a second Medical Assessor within the coming weeks.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRQ02350Invalidity Pension Applications

28/05/2013WRQ02400353. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
invalidity pension will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the 
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25109/13]

28/05/2013WRQ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension is a payment 
for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who 
satisfy the contribution conditions.  This department received a claim for invalidity pension for 
the person concerned on 12 April 2013.  The medical evidence provided by the claimant in sup-
port of her claim was examined by a medical assessor who was of the opinion that the person 
concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as she does not satisfy the medical criteria.  The 
claim for invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer.  The person in question was 
notified of this decision, the reason for it and of her right of review or appeal on 22 May 2013.

  Question No. 354 withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRQ02650Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRQ02700355. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a decision on a domiciliary care allowance application in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25114/13]

28/05/2013WRQ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 24th October 2012. This appli-
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cation was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was 
not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 20th November 2012 advising 
of the decision.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision.  As 
part of the appeal process, the case was reviewed by a second Medical Assessor on the 16th 
May 2013 who confirmed the opinion that the child was not medically eligible for the allow-
ance. The file was forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 23rd May 2013 to 
have the appeal processed.

28/05/2013WRQ02850Farm Assist Scheme Statistics

28/05/2013WRQ02900356. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of farmers living in County Monaghan who are in receipt of farm assist payments; the corre-
sponding figures for the same period in 2012; the number of recipients from County Monaghan 
whose farm assist payment has been decreased since 1 January 2013; the total value of farm 
assist payments paid to County Monaghan farmers in the months January-April 2013 and the 
corresponding figures for the same period in 2012. [25137/13]

28/05/2013WRQ03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not collated by the Department. I am however informed that at the end of April in 
2012 and at the end of April 2013 there were 515 and 497 recipients respectively of farm assist 
in County Monaghan. I attach for the Deputy’s information a table breaking down these num-
bers by office.

Number of Recipients of Farm Assist by Office in Monaghan, 2012 and 2013

 Office 30th April 2012 30th April 2013
Carrickmacross 85 75
Castleblayney 174 173
Clones 62 55
Monaghan 194 194
Total 515 497

28/05/2013WRQ03050Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRQ03100357. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when rent 
supplement will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if all 
information sought has been received by her Department; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25147/13]

28/05/2013WRQ03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Rent Supplement has been award-
ed for the person concerned from the initial date of application following confirmation of the 
rent being reduced to the prescribed limit. The person concerned is in receipt of her full entitle-
ment to rent supplement based on her household circumstances.

28/05/2013WRQ03250Youth Guarantee

28/05/2013WRQ03300358. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is consider-
ing coordinating the relevant agencies in developing a youth guarantee tailored to assist at 
risk young persons to secure a home, education and work experience over a two year period. 
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[25148/13]

28/05/2013WRQ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I understand that the Deputy is re-
ferring to issues raised by Focus Ireland in relation to rates of jobseeker’s allowance for persons 
under the age of 25.  The €100 rate of jobseeker’s allowance was introduced for claimants aged 
under 20 in April 2009, and this rate was applied to claimants aged up to 21 from December 
2009.  A rate of €144 applies to claimants aged 22-24.  

The measures encourage young jobseekers to improve their skills and remain active in the 
labour market in order to avoid the risk of becoming long-term unemployed and will help them 
to progress into sustainable employment on a long-term basis.  Where a person is in receipt of 
a rate of jobseeker’s allowance described above and he or she participates in a course of educa-
tion, training a higher rate of €160 applies.  

I met with Focus Ireland on 15 May, 2013 to discuss a number of issues in relation to home-
lessness, including the situation of young persons in receipt of reduced rates of jobseeker’s 
allowance, and officials are in on-going contact with them in relation to their concerns.  While 
the primary issue in this regard is a housing issue rather than one of income support, the Depart-
ment of Social Protection has an important role in the delivery of solutions to homelessness. 
Generally, this role relates to income maintenance where homeless people have entitlements to 
the full range of social welfare schemes subject to the normal qualifying conditions, but the De-
partment also engages in inter-agency responses to homelessness.  In this context, the Depart-
ment will continue to engage with Focus Ireland, and other actors, in relation to issues relating 
to rates of jobseeker’s allowance for persons under the age of 25.

28/05/2013WRQ03450Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

28/05/2013WRQ03500359. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25159/13]

28/05/2013WRQ03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for Domiciliary 
Care Allowance was received from the person concerned on the 9th May 2013. This application 
was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found the child to be medically 
eligible for the allowance.  The person concerned was notified on the 22nd May 2013 that her 
claim is awarded.  The first payment will issue to her on the 18th June 2013.

28/05/2013WRQ03650Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

28/05/2013WRQ03700360. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason behind a 
decision to deduct €6.40 from the jobseeker’s allowance of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
1; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25172/13]

28/05/2013WRQ03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was en-
gaged in casual employment between June 2012 and October 2012 while claiming jobseeker’s 
assistance. His weekly payments were adjusted to take account of the number of days worked 
that he had declared. However, in light of information subsequently received from his employ-
er, his entitlement for this period was reviewed and an overpayment of €202.80 was assessed in 
respect of this period. The person concerned was advised of this on 17 May 2013 and requested 
to consider agreeing to weekly deductions of €6.40 per week from his jobseeker’s assistance 
in order to recover the amount of the overpayment.  This matter will now be reviewed as the 
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family rate of payment for the periods that the person concerned engaged in casual employment 
may need to be adjusted. The person concerned will be advised of the outcome of this review.

28/05/2013WRQ03850Child Benefit Appeals

28/05/2013WRQ03900361. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
child benefit appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25191/13]

28/05/2013WRQ04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals 
Officer who proposes to hold an oral hearing during the 3rd week of June 2013.  The person 
concerned will be notified of the arrangements.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRR00150Social Welfare Appeals Status

28/05/2013WRR00200362. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a review of an appeal in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25220/13]

28/05/2013WRR00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was notified 
in writing by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 25 February 2013 that an Appeals Officer 
had reviewed the further medical evidence provided in her case but concluded that his origi-
nal decision to disallow her appeal should stand.  A decision of an appeals officer is final and 
conclusive in the absence of new evidence or new facts.  It is open to the person to reapply for 
disability allowance if there is any change in her circumstances.

28/05/2013WRR00350Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRR00400363. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
a supplementary welfare allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; if she will issue an emergency payment in view of the fact that this person is in a crisis 
situation and requires immediate assistance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25221/13]

28/05/2013WRR00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 10 April 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When received, the 
case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

I understand that the person concerned has not made an application for an Exceptional 
Needs Payment from the Community Welfare Services. If he wishes to do so it is open to him 
to contact the local Community Welfare Officer.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
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28/05/2013WRR00550Mortgage Interest Supplement Payments

28/05/2013WRR00600364. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct level 
of mortgage interest supplement to be paid in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; the way their level of mortgage interest supplement has fluctuated in the past three 
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25222/13]

28/05/2013WRR00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has been in 
receipt of mortgage interest supplement since August 2011.  She was awarded the maximum 
amount payable of €218.09 per month taking account of her mortgage interest payments and 
her income.  The supplement payable to the person concerned was reduced to €192.10 per 
month with effect from January 2012 to take account of a change introduced in Budget 2012 
increasing the minimum contribution from a person claiming mortgage interest supplement. 

Following a review in June 2012 the supplement was reduced to €167.50 per month due 
to a  decrease in her mortgage interest payments.  In April 2013 the supplement was reduced 
to €131.70 per month due to a further decrease in the mortgage interest payments. This is the 
maximum amount of mortgage interest supplement payable to the person concerned based on 
her income and mortgage interest payments.

28/05/2013WRR00750Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRR00800365. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
jobseeker’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25223/13]

28/05/2013WRR00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 4 June 2013.  The person concerned has 
been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRR00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRR01000366. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an invalidity pension review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Gal-
way; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25250/13]

28/05/2013WRR01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 21 May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRR01150Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

28/05/2013WRR01200367. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
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reviewing the age requirement for those social welfare applicants with a disability in view of 
the fact that many persons do not conform to the usual milestones in the developmental and 
independence sense and cannot be self sufficient without the care of parents or carers who are 
prevented from accessing certain social welfare payments for example child benefit and so on 
upon their children turning 18 and who from June will not receive the mobility grant; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25253/13]

28/05/2013WRR01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Any changes to the age require-
ments associated with income support schemes available to people with disabilities would nec-
essarily carry budgetary implications and could therefore be considered only in the context of 
the budgetary process.

28/05/2013WRR01350Job Initiatives

28/05/2013WRR01400368. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons that have applied for the voluntary work option scheme in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the 
numbers that have been successful in 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25262/13]

28/05/2013WRR01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has a number 
of initiatives to support unemployed persons to help them find employment. The employment 
initiatives include the National Internship Scheme - JobBridge, Community Employment 
Schemes and Tús.  Extra funding to support 13,000 additional places on these programmes has 
been provided for 2013.  These initiatives together with the voluntary work option contribute 
to the local community, to a wide range of voluntary organisations and to society in general.  

In relation to the voluntary work option scheme, a jobseeker who engages in voluntary work 
within the State may continue to be entitled to a jobseeker’s payment provided that, in engaging 
in the voluntary work, they continue to satisfy the statutory conditions of being available for 
and genuinely seeking work.  Examples of voluntary work in which jobseekers may engage in-
clude helping the sick, elderly or persons with a disability; assisting youth clubs, church groups, 
sports groups, cultural organisations or local resident associations. Voluntary groups may be 
locally or nationally organised and may include community groups.

The aim of the voluntary work option is twofold, namely to encourage voluntary organisa-
tions to involve jobseekers to the greatest extent possible in their existing activities by creating 
new opportunities for voluntary work; and to inform jobseekers of their freedom to involve 
themselves in voluntary work and to encourage them to do so.  The number of persons who 
availed of the voluntary work option in 2011 was 169 and 234 in 2012. Statistics for 2010 were 
not maintained and are not available.  It should also be noted that unemployed people may un-
dertake voluntary work while seeking employment without informing the Department. 

The Department also engages with an interdepartmental group which is examining ways in 
which unemployed people can be facilitated and encouraged to participate in voluntary work to 
learn new skills and stay close to the Labour Market.

28/05/2013WRR01550Social Welfare Offices

28/05/2013WRR01600369. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
detail the social welfare offices where Intreo has been introduced; those offices where it is 
planned to be introduced by the end of 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25263/13]
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28/05/2013WRR01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Pathways to Work document 
states that the introduction of the new Intreo service is a multi-annual project with all Depart-
ment Local Offices upgraded to full Intreo offices by the end of 2014.  The delivery of the Intreo 
service comprises a number of elements. the main elements being:

 i. The integration of the various welfare decision making processes to speed up decision 
making and minimise recourse to supplementary welfare payments.

 ii. The implementation of a systematic activation process based on profiling of clients

 iii. The delivery of a ‘one-stop-shop’ service from an integrated office location.

The first ten Intreo offices, with all elements in place,  went live in 2012. These first ten 
offices were Sligo, Arklow, Tallaght, Kings Inns, Ballymun, Buncrana, Coolock, Dundalk, 
Finglas and Killarney.  A further two Intreo offices have now opened in Newcastlewest and 
Blanchardstown. It is intended have the full service available from a total of c 40 offices this 
year and to complete the full roll-out of all service elements to all 63 offices of the Department 
in 2014.  As part of this process it is intended to complete the roll-out of elements (i) and (ii) 
above to all offices during 2013. Element (iii) requires infrastructural works in many office lo-
cations and therefore has a longer timeline.  The plans for the remainder of 2013 are now being 
finalised and details of the office locations to which the new service will be rolled out will be 
published in due course.

28/05/2013WRR01775National Internship Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRR01800370. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the reasons 
a persons on the blind pension are not eligible to participate in the JobBridge programme; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25264/13]

28/05/2013WRR01900395. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she 
will consider amending the rules of JobsBridge to allow graduates to apply for positions rel-
evant to their degree even if they have a part-time job that is waitressing or shop assistant which 
currently excludes them from applying. [25624/13]

28/05/2013WRR02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
370 and 395 together.

JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, provides internship opportunities of either 6 
or 9 months for unemployed individuals in organisations in the private, public and community 
voluntary sectors and at present is targeted at individuals who are in receipt of certain social 
welfare payments (Jobseeker’s Allowance/Jobseeker’s Benefit/One Parent Family Payment/
Disability Allowance) or are signing on for credits for at least 3 of the last 6 months (78 Days).  
The eligibility of those in receipt of other payments including Blind Pension to participate in 
JobBridge will be kept under review.

However, I wish to advise that there are other activation measures available to assist those 
in receipt of Blind Pension such as the Work Placement Programme which specifies the mini-
mum number of hours to be undertaken as 25 per week.  JobBridge is a targeted labour market 
activation intervention intended to assist jobseekers to break the cycle where they are unable to 
get a job without experience, to provide those seeking employment with the opportunity to gain 
work experience, maintain close links with the labour market and to enhance their skills and 
competencies through an internship opportunity, thereby improving their prospects of securing 
employment in the future. The scheme gives individuals a real opportunity to gain valuable 
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experience to bridge the gap to the beginning of the rest of their working lives.  

Providing they fulfil all JobBridge eligibility criteria, persons in part-time employment are 
currently entitled to take part in the JobBridge scheme. However, the part-time employment 
must not interfere with the intern’s ability to undertake the weekly hours of their internship.  
The total period of qualifying payment or claim must be 78 days or more in the past 6 months 
prior to participation on JobBridge.  Time spent on certain training programmes or schemes 
may also count towards eligibility.

28/05/2013WRR02050Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

28/05/2013WRR02100371. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the num-
ber of young persons under 25 years of age, in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit for less than six 
months; for more than six months and less than 12 months; for more than 12 months and less 
than 24 months; those in receipt of this payment for more than 24 months and less than 36 
months; those in receipt for more than 36 months; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25265/13]

28/05/2013WRR02200372. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of young persons under 25 years of age, in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance for less than six 
months; for more than six months and less than 12 months; for more than 12 months and less 
than 24 months; those in receipt of this payment for more than 24 months and less than 36 
months; those in receipt for more than 36 months; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25266/13]

28/05/2013WRR02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
371 and 372 together.

The total number of young persons under 25 years of age in receipt of jobseeker’s allow-
ance, or jobseeker’s benefit at the end of April was 61,787. A detailed breakdown by scheme 
and the durations specified by the Deputy is contained in the attached tabular statement.

- 0 - 6 
Months

7 - 12 
Months

13 - 24 
Months

25 - 36 
Months

Greater 
Than 36 
Months

Total

Jobseek-
er’s Allow-
ance

14,901 14,441 11,982 6,109 9,334 56,767

Jobseek-
er’s Benefit

3,265 1,323 397 32 3 5,020

Total 18,166 15,764 12,379 6,141 9,337 61,787

28/05/2013WRR02350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRR02400373. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [25294/13]

28/05/2013WRR02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 20 April 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When received, the 
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case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRR02550Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRR02600374. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide, 
in tabular form, the number of instances recorded, either through the relevant form or on the 
integrated short-term schemes system, in 2011 by area and the number of instances in 2012 by 
area in which a community welfare officer has noted Article 38 of S.I. 412 of 2007 in the reason 
for an increased payment of rent supplement; the number of these that makes any reference to 
homelessness; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25319/13]

28/05/2013WRR02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are approximately 86,000 
persons in receipt of rent supplement for which the Government has provided a sum of over 
€403 million for 2013.  The purpose of rent supplement is to provide short-term income support 
to eligible tenants living in private rented accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet 
their accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation available to them from any 
other source. The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative 
to the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer. 

New maximum rent limits came into force on 1 January 2012.  The general practice is that 
rent supplement is not paid where the rent is above the relevant limit. However, rent supplement 
may be paid where the rent is above the relevant limit in the following circumstances:

- Where there are special housing needs related to exceptional circumstances (in particu-
lar, for example, a person with a disability in specially-adapted accommodation or homeless 
persons whose housing needs cannot be met within the standard terms of the rent supplement 
scheme etc.);

- Where the person concerned is entitled to an income disregard and has sufficient income 
to meet his or her basic needs after paying rent, taking into account the appropriate rate of rent 
supplement that is otherwise payable in the case.  “Sufficient income” in this context means the 
relevant basic supplementary welfare allowance rate less the prescribed minimum contribution 
to rent; and/or

- Where the tenant will be in a position to re-assume responsibility for his/her rent within a 
short period.  For this purpose, a guideline period of no longer than 6 to 8 weeks is suggested 
but where there are exceptional circumstances, an extension up to a total of 12 weeks may be 
allowed.

Statistics are not available on the number of rent supplement claims where payments are 
made in excess of the prescribed limits.

28/05/2013WRR02750Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRR02800375. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans in respect 
of the removal of the transition pension in 2014 (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25332/13]

28/05/2013WRR02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension transition (SPT) 
is paid for a maximum of 12 months and is available to people who are retired from work on 
reaching age 65 years provided they satisfy the necessary PRSI contributions. In December 
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2012, there were approximately 14,400 customers in receipt of SPT.  The Social Welfare and 
Pensions Act 2011 provided for changes to State pension age. From 1 January 2014,  the aboli-
tion of SPT will standardise the age for payment of a State pension to 66 years.  In addition, the 
age at which State pension (contributory) (SPC) will be payable will increase to 67 years from 
2021 and to 68 years from 2028.

The existence of the SPT is historical and relates to the qualifying age for SPC which, up 
until the early 1970s, was 70 years of age.  SPT (known then as the Retirement Pension) was 
introduced at that time to bridge the gap for employees who had to retire at 65.  The qualifying 
age for SPC was subsequently reduced over time to 66 years, which left SPT effective for just 
one year.  The abolition of SPT removes the retirement condition which acts as an incentive for 
people to leave the workforce and has been widely criticised as a barrier to older people remain-
ing in employment. There is no retirement condition attached to the SPC. 

The sustainability of pensions in the future requires longer working.  The OECD report 
states in its recent Review of the Irish Pensions System states that the immediate concern for 
Ireland is to increase effective retirement age by encouraging longer working. This applies to 
those who wish to work past pension age but also, (as evidenced by the figures produced below) 
to those who exit the workforce early prior to reaching pension age.  

With regard to the impact of the abolition of SPT in 2014, the award figures for SPT over 
a number of years have been analysed.  The numbers impacted demonstrate that many people 
leave the workforce some years before pension age, more so than might have been perceived. 
In addition, low numbers of people in employment are impacted by the abolition of SPT.  A 
person who retires from work on reaching age 65 may apply for another social welfare pay-
ment, depending on their individual circumstances.  In relation to job seekers, there are already 
a number of special transitioning provisions applying in the case of people who are aged be-
tween 65 and 66.  Existing legislation provides that, subject to the person having paid 156 or 
more qualifying contributions and satisfying the general scheme conditions, a person whose job 
seekers benefit expires in their 65th year will continue to be paid benefit up until the age of 66. 
On this basis, workers who suffer a substantial loss of employment at age 65 will not be subject 
to the reductions in duration. 

In February 2012, my Department held meetings with the representative groups for older 
people to outline the changes to SPT and SPC. Feedback was sought from these groups and in-
cluded in an information pack that was prepared to further publicise the changes to the scheme.  
The finalised information pack was published in early March 2012 on the Department’s web-
site, www.welfare.ie and the link sent on twitter. It was also made available through the Citizens 
Information Board website www.citizensinformation.ie.  It was widely circulated to customer 
representative groups including those representing older people, working age groups, farming 
groups, trade unions, employer groups, accountancy bodies etc.  It was also forwarded to all 
members of the Oireachtas. 

Presentations on the introduction of these changes were also made at the Department’s regu-
lar briefings with customer representative groups and to members of the public over the course 
of the year.  A further information campaign is planned to take place shortly to continue to raise 
awareness of the changes.

28/05/2013WRR02950Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

28/05/2013WRR03000376. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection if graduate nurses 
who have not applied for the two year contract jobs offered by the Health Service Executive 
will continue to qualify for jobseeker’s allowance in view of the requirement that qualification 
requires that they be genuinely seeking work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[25344/13]

28/05/2013WRR03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social welfare legislation pro-
vides that a person must satisfy the conditions of being available for and genuinely seeking 
work in order to be entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance.  Any person who 
fails to satisfy these conditions is not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment.  The person must be 
available for suitable full time employment. In determining whether the person is available for 
suitable full time employment, the following factors are taken into account: the person’s skills, 
qualifications and experience; the length of time that the person has been unemployed; and the 
availability of job vacancies in the locality.  While failure to apply for a particular job for which 
a person is qualified could constitute a breach of the requirement to genuinely seek work, this 
would be determined having regard to the circumstances of a particular case and it cannot be 
stated that such a finding would automatically apply in respect of the scenario outlined.

28/05/2013WRR03150Jobseeker’s Allowance Claim Durations

28/05/2013WRR03200377. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 326 of 14 May 2013, if she will outline the average duration of time 
spent on jobseeker’s allowance for each age category laid out in that reply; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [25356/13]

28/05/2013WRR03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The average duration of time for 
which persons reported in Parliamentary Question No. 326 of 14 May 2013 are in receipt of 
jobseeker’s allowance is 1,185 days (3.24 years). The attached tabular statement details the 
average duration of claims in each of the age categories identified previously.

Average claim durations of jobseeker’s assistance at 27 April 2013 for the group reported in 
Parliamentary Question No. 326 of 14 May 2013.

 - Under 
20

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Overall 
Average

Days 228 743 1,527 1,810 1,987 2,348 2,641 1,185
Years 0.62 2.03 4.18 4.85 5.44 6.43 7.23 3.24

28/05/2013WRR03350Disability Allowance Applications

28/05/2013WRR03400378. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an application for a disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25373/13]

28/05/2013WRR03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I can confirm that an application 
for disability allowance was received from the person in question on 20 December 2012.  The 
application is with a deciding officer to determine the person’s means and their eligibility for 
disability allowance.  A decision will be made shortly and the person in question will be notified 
directly of the outcome.

28/05/2013WRR03550Illness Benefit Appeals

28/05/2013WRR03600379. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an illness benefit payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[25376/13]
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28/05/2013WRR03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.  An 
appeal was registered on 20 May 2013 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me 
that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for the documen-
tation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal.  In that 
context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  The person concerned 
will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

28/05/2013WRR03750Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRR03800380. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application 
for an invalidity pension will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford. [25377/13]

28/05/2013WRR03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 29 April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRR03950Public Procurement Regulations

28/05/2013WRR04000381. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure 
that protection in the procurement competition for the delivery of this service will be provided 
for post offices and sub-agents who administer social welfare payments, in view of the impact 
the loss of this business will have on their businesses; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25424/13]

28/05/2013WRR04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The award of public sector con-
tracts with a significant financial value is subject to the rigours of a number of EU Directives 
relating to procurement.  A general rule to be applied is that public sector contracts for the sup-
ply of products and services are subject to a competitive tendering process.  This ensures that 
the taxpayer receives value for money while also ensuring that all potential suppliers are given 
the opportunity to put forward the most efficient, effective and competitive solutions for con-
sideration and evaluation. Therefore, because of the financial value of this particular service, 
the Department is required by law to publicly tender for any new contract for the delivery of 
social welfare payments.  

The current contract for the delivery of cash payments to customers expires at the end of 
2013. In this context, the Department is undertaking two public procurement competitions for 
the delivery of welfare payments. The first procurement for the provision of over the counter 
cash services for social welfare customers commenced in December 2012 and is well advanced. 
This will provide similar access and services to those currently being enjoyed by welfare cus-
tomers. 

A notification regarding the second procurement for an ePayment solution(s) will issue over 
the coming months.  This will complement the existing facility to make payments directly into 
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customers’ accounts in financial institutions. 

28/05/2013WRR04150Community Employment Scheme Numbers

28/05/2013WRR04200382. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
in tabular form for each of the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 the number of persons 
participating in community employment schemes nationwide on a county basis; the number of 
participants that were employed for one year, two years, three years, four years and five years; 
the number of persons in special disability category participating on each of those five year 
terms; and the number of the total participants on the community employment schemes over 
those five years that obtained full time work following completion of their term. [25429/13]

28/05/2013WRR04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information sought by the 
Deputy is set out in the attached tabular statements.

No. of Community Employment Participants & Supervisors by County/Area, Year End 
Figures.

County/Area 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Carlow 325 322 323 335 320

Cavan 224 225 227 225 216

Clare 573 574 567 596 573

Cork City 1,264 1,219 1,237 1,230 1080

Cork County 861 921 883 947 1042

Donegal 1,145 1,120 1,152 1,157 1124

Dublin 6,001 6,428 5,987 6,410 5,658

Galway City 310 331 389 358 315

Galway County 1,137 1,120 1,086 1,149 1152
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County/Area 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Kerry 973 959 970 966 973

Kildare 628 661 622 664 615

Kilkenny 401 404 406 445 389

Laois 310 299 308 307 296

Leitrim 149 151 171 170 182

Limerick City 689 694 763 735 616

Limerick 
County

532 552 594 570 544

Longford 301 301 303 304 291

Louth 754 793 798 817 776

Mayo 800 778 733 794 767

Meath 422 440 438 472 411

Monaghan 354 360 368 341 340

Offaly 373 364 377 372 357

Roscommon 300 322 350 349 356

Sligo 415 403 402 433 399
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County/Area 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Tipperary 
(North Riding)

406 409 410 420 400

Tipperary 
(South Riding)

724 777 642 602 505

Waterford City 282 294 331 445 435

Waterford 
County

275 286 287 263 281

Westmeath 511 542 543 551 544

Wexford 794 819 839 851 859

Wicklow 663 644 688 726 629

TOTAL 22,896 23,512 23,194 24,004 22,445

Year-end Completed Years* (Participants & Supervisors)

Completed 
Years

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

0 6,587 7,966 7,776 8,151 7,007
1 5,144 5,359 5,791 5,974 6,202
2 4,176 3,846 4,016 4,343 4,178
3 2,494 2,301 2,010 2,149 1,859
4 1,539 1,271 1,157 1,086 1,048
5 908 1,029 877 832 765
6+ 2,048 1,740 1,567 1,469 1,386
Grand Total 22,896 23,512 23,194 24,004 22,445
* Parameter used only counts completed years since April 2000.

Zero completed years means the person is in their first year of CE.

Disability Category CE Participants Gross Throughput by Year-end

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
- 7,818 7,848 6,823 5,714 4,853
Progression Type = Employment/Self Employment as at Year-end
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Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Employment 2,063 1,457 1,610 1,541 1,794
Self-Employ-
ment

161 197 193 200 176

Total Em-
ployment

2,224 1,654 1,803 1,741 1,970

28/05/2013WRS00150Social Welfare Benefits Applications

28/05/2013WRS00200383. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an 
application for job seeker’s allowance will be determined in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; the progress made to date in determining the application; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25434/13]

28/05/2013WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance claim 
of the person concerned has been awarded.  The person concerned is employed on a casual basis 
and any payment due is determined by days of unemployment.

28/05/2013WRS00350Disability Allowance Application Numbers

28/05/2013WRS00400384. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide figures relating to the number of applications for disability benefit in 2011, 2012 and to 
date in 2013 broken down by successful and unsuccessful applications; if she will indicate for 
each year the proportion of refusals which were made for applicants suffering from a mental 
health related disability and a physical disability; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25543/13]

28/05/2013WRS00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Illness benefit claims are submit-
ted to the Department following the customer’s consultation with their doctor. These claims are 
then processed by deciding officers of illness benefit branch.  The question of the nature of the 
incapacity does not arise at the application stage of an illness benefit claim. Applications are al-
lowed or refused primarily based on the contribution record of the customer concerned.   Details 
of illness benefit claims registered, allowed and disallowed for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 
(to 30/4/13) follow.

Illness Benefit Claim data for years 2011, 2012, 2013 (up to 30/04/2013)

Year Claims Registered Claims Allowed Claims Disallowed
2011 296,730 259,008 33,934
2012 286,534 245,319 36,855
2013 (To 
30/04/2013)

108,343 93,174 13,379

Note on Table   - It should be noted that the number of claims registered in a year will not 
equal the number of claims allowed + disallowed in the same year as a number of claims will 
cross annual boundaries and also a number of claims may be withdrawn.

In relation to distinguishing between physical and mental health incapacities, this is statisti-
cally difficult. Illness benefit claims on the Department’s ISTS IT system hold a single “certi-
fied cause of incapacity” as reported by the customer’s general practitioner. This is the primary 
condition which is initially diagnosed by the primary health care provider. However, a signifi-
cant number of patients may have associated co-morbidities where whilst the certified cause 
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of incapacity may well be the primary condition, it is the associated co-morbid conditions put 
together that render the person incapable of work. For example, patients with chronic physical 
disabilities associated with pain and physical ailments, may well go on to develop mental health 
conditions of anxiety and depression, and while they may well be physically able for a degree 
of functioning capacity, their mental health condition may now be the incapacitating factor. As a 
result it is not possible to prepare statistics which distinguish between mental health and physi-
cal conditions as the two can be and are interlinked.

28/05/2013WRS00550Departmental Staff Grades

28/05/2013WRS00600385. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
firm if the medical assessors employed in her Department to assess certain social welfare ben-
efit applications are adequately qualified to adjudicate on applications for disability benefit 
when the applicant is suffering from a mental health related disability; if she will detail the way 
many such assessors are appropriately qualified at present; if it is her intention to recruit more 
such assessors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25544/13]

28/05/2013WRS00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Illness benefit is a payment for 
insured people who cannot work due to illness and who satisfy the pay related social insurance 
conditions.  The benefit is paid weekly, in arrears, on receipt of required medical certifica-
tion signed by the customer’s general practitioner.  Medical Assessors are fully qualified and 
experienced practitioners who provide a second opinion to that of the person’s own doctor.  
Their assessments conform to the ethical conduct and behaviour guidelines of the Irish Medical 
Council. 

They are required to be medical practitioners who are on the general register of medical 
practitioners while holding an appointment. They must have at least six years satisfactory ex-
perience in the practice of medicine since registration.  Many of the Medical Assessors have 
specialist post-graduate qualifications and all have received special training in human disability 
evaluation.  They also have special training in eligibility assessment. 

There are currently twenty two Medical Assessors, including the Chief Medical Advisor and 
Deputy Chief Medical Advisor, who conduct medical assessments across a wide range of the 
Department’s schemes including Illness Benefit.  Of these, six have post-graduate qualifications 
in the area of mental health, such as MRCPscyh and Dip Clinical Psychiatry.  They also have 
extensive clinical training and experience in psychiatry together with membership of recog-
nised professional bodies such as the Royal College of Psychiatrists London and the College of 
Psychiatry Ireland.

The Medical Assessors have an on-going commitment to continuing medical education to 
ensure that standards are maintained and enhanced.  The Medical Assessors also work in a col-
legiate way to ensure that best practice and professional expertise is shared and applied across 
all of the cases that are reviewed by them.  This includes daily case conference meetings and 
a medical research unit has been established to actively engage in the update of the body of 
medical knowledge and evidence based practice.  As a result of a recent recruitment campaign 
for Medical Assessors, seven were recruited of which two have mental health qualifications - 
MRCPsych.  Further recruitment of Medical Assessors is underway.

28/05/2013WRS00750Social Welfare Appeals Status

28/05/2013WRS00800386. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal for 
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invalidity pension will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25548/13]

28/05/2013WRS00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the evidence, has allowed 
the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals 
Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRS00950Anti-Poverty Strategy

28/05/2013WRS01000387. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is satis-
fied with the results achieved by the State in 2012 in achieving its targets under the Europe 2020 
Strategy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23667/13]

28/05/2013WRS01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As one of its five headline targets, 
the EU’s Europe 2020 Strategy sets a target in relation to poverty, namely to lift at least 20 
million people out of the risk of poverty and exclusion by 2020. The EU target population is 
defined by the combination of three indicators: at-risk-of-poverty, severe material deprivation 
and jobless households.  As part of this process member states set national poverty targets, us-
ing appropriate national indicators, in support of the EU target. Ireland’s contribution to the 
Europe 2020 poverty target is to reduce by a minimum of 200,000 (4.4 per cent) the combined 
population in consistent poverty, at-risk-of-poverty or in basic deprivation, from the 2010 base-
line of 31 per cent. Progress towards reaching the national target is set out in the national reform 
programme 2013 update within the broader context of reaching the national social target for 
poverty reduction to reduce consistent poverty to 4 per cent by 2016 and to 2 per cent or less by 
2020, from the 2010 baseline rate of 6.3 per cent.  This progress is then reviewed annually as 
part of the EU’s semester process.

According to the 2011 results from the Survey on Income and Living Conditions, published 
by the Central Statistics Office, 6.9 per cent of the population are in consistent poverty, which in 
the words of the CSO ‘is not a statistically significant change on the 2010 figure of 6.3 per cent’.  
Nonetheless, meeting the national social target and by extension the Europe 2020 targets will 
of course be a challenge over the remaining years of the decade.  The Government is commit-
ted to ensuring that the most vulnerable are enabled to benefit from economic recovery through 
activation programmes and services. Targeting policies and resources at the groups which carry 
the greatest burden of poverty, notably jobless households and children, will continue to be a 
policy priority as is reflected in the commitment to set sub-targets for these groups. 

28/05/2013WRS01150Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRS01200388. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the grounds on which 
workers, on an individual basis, can be moved from a defined benefit pension system to another 
system without their agreement. [25561/13]

28/05/2013WRS01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Occupational pension schemes in 
Ireland are normally set up on a voluntary basis by a sponsoring employer. The pension scheme 
would generally be established under Trust. The trustees of such scheme have duties under trust 
law to carry out the trust in accordance with the law and terms of the trust deed and rules and at 
all times to act in the best interests of scheme members.  In addition, the trustees are required 
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to comply with their duties as set out in Part VI of the Pensions Act. These duties include a 
requirement to satisfy the Funding Standard as set out in the Pensions Act. The nature of the 
pension scheme to which the employer/employee subscribes is such that if it is experiencing 
difficulties in meeting its liabilities, the employer may restructure a scheme or change the ve-
hicle used to provide pension benefits. Examples of this type of change may be from a defined 
benefit model to a defined contribution scheme or perhaps a form of hybrid scheme.  Section 
59E of the Pensions Act outlines, in relation to the bulk transfer of money or resources for a 
group of members, the responsibilities of trustees in relation to the provision of information and 
communication.  It is generally expected that any change to pension provision would be carried 
out in consultation with the trustees of a scheme and representatives of scheme members and 
have regard to any employment contract that might exist for employees of the sponsoring em-
ployer.  Any concerns that the scheme may be contravening the Pensions Act should be raised 
with the Pensions Board.  

013WRS01350Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

28/05/2013WRS01400389. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 326 of 14 February 2013, of those persons currently in receipt of job-
seeker’s allowance that have not, to date, made any PRSI contributions, the number broken 
down by administrative division and by age group, are claiming an increase for a qualified adult 
and an increase for a qualified child or children; the number of such persons, broken down by 
administrative division and by age group who have been established as having a housing need 
and are in receipt of rent allowance; the way such persons, broken down by administrative divi-
sion and by age group are in receipt of fuel allowance; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25564/13]

28/05/2013WRS01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The response given to the Parlia-
mentary Question No. 326 of 14 May 2013 outlined that, as of 27 April 2013, a total of 43,375 
persons are in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance who have not, to date, made any PRSI contri-
bution. It is important to note, however, that while no PRSI contributions have been made, this 
does not necessarily mean the person has never worked. The system of PRSI contributions is 
complex with various thresholds and exemptions, and an absence of insurable contributions 
does not necessarily indicate that a person has been entirely without employment or entirely 
dependent on social welfare throughout his/her working life. 

The information now requested by the Deputy regarding the payment of increases in respect 
of a qualified adult, a qualified child or children and rent supplement for the group reported in 
Parliamentary Question No. 326 of 14 May 2013 is detailed in the attached tabular statement.

The National Fuel Scheme for 2012/2013 ended in April 2013. As the statistics contained in 
this reply have been compiled outside the fuel season it is not possible to supply the information 
in relation to those with an underlying entitlement to fuel.

Jobseeker’s Assistance recipients at 27 April reported in Parliamentary Question        
No. 326 of 14 May 2013

Age
Group

Admin-
istrative 
District

Under 
20

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Grand 
Total
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Cork Central

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

367 905 374 282 193 99 128 2,348

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

7 50 85 114 61 32 24 373

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

9 75 110 136 67 15 5 417

Rent 
Supple-
ment

14 90 109 103 47 18 16 397

Dublin Central

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

518 1,154 631 588 288 86 118 3,383

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

7 91 201 256 107 19 30 711

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

10 93 222 322 110 14 4 775

Rent 
Supple-
ment

17 148 282 312 115 26 28 928

  
Dublin North

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

849 1,314 470 402 178 50 79 3,342

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

15 106 122 157 57 16 18 491
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Age
Group

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

13 107 152 202 64 8 1 547

Rent 
Supple-
ment

16 135 143 154 52 16 12 528

 
 Dublin South

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

872 1,420 562 447 225 61 65 3,652

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

23 129 231 257 124 20 19 803

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

21 142 255 313 138 13 7 889

Rent 
Supple-
ment

11 107 167 162 67 13 12 539

  
Mid Leinster

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

591 1,174 396 236 176 78 114 2,765

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

14 84 129 103 62 22 37 451

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

12 110 159 135 61 14 10 501

Rent 
Supple-
ment

11 97 84 52 21 14 6 285
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Age
Group

Admin-
istrative 
District

Under 
20

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Grand 
Total

  

Mid West

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

532 1,204 470 322 257 144 218 3,147

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

11 103 116 122 86 37 56 531

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

15 129 152 162 84 30 20 592

Rent 
Supple-
ment

15 112 104 90 36 12 8 377

  

Midlands North

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

676 1,613 615 336 346 151 241 3,978

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

28 157 193 142 105 43 71 739

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

24 175 240 189 131 21 23 803

Rent 
Supple-
ment

18 113 111 75 39 8 11 375
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Midlands South

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

715 1,370 503 288 292 139 190 3,497

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

21 113 153 107 99 50 58 601

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

31 140 195 153 123 27 16 685

Rent 
Supple-
ment

23 92 88 53 38 11 6 311

  North East

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

660 1,417 526 334 285 132 214 3,568

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

18 106 124 129 95 45 66 583

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

20 130 154 173 113 31 23 644

Rent 
Supple-
ment

13 94 98 65 27 14 2 313

  
North West

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

517 1,264 596 498 518 286 395 4,074

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

9 74 154 210 202 82 156 887
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Age
Group

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

9 106 189 263 204 41 43 855

Rent 
Supple-
ment

6 47 84 65 59 21 17 299

Age
Group

Admin-
istrative 
District

Under 
20

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Grand 
Total

  
South East

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

607 1,313 528 410 315 137 201 3,511

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

12 113 153 163 109 39 62 651

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

15 124 183 214 105 26 21 688

Rent 
Supple-
ment

19 96 89 71 41 11 14 341

  South West

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

315 809 317 313 370 185 322 2,631

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

4 50 68 113 130 60 91 516
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Age
Group

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

6 69 97 156 122 36 27 513

Rent 
Supple-
ment

5 55 58 55 35 14 20 242

  West

Age
Group

Recipi-
ents

373 1,087 529 416 432 250 392 3,479

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

17 115 157 151 152 67 116 775

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

11 129 175 202 161 34 25 737

Rent 
Supple-
ment

12 121 123 71 48 16 18 409

  Grand Totals

Age
Group

Total 
Recipi-
ents (all 
regions)

7,592 16,044 6,517 4,872 3,875 1,798 2,677 43,375

Quali-
fied 
Adult 
Increase

186 1,291 1,886 2,024 1,389 532 804 8,112

Quali-
fied 
Child 
Increase

196 1,529 2,283 2,620 1,483 310 225 8,646

Rent 
Supple-
ment

180 1,307 1,540 1,328 625 194 170 5,344
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28/05/2013WRS01550Illness Benefit Appeals

28/05/2013WRS01600390. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an 
illness benefit appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25565/13]

28/05/2013WRS01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 6 
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 29 April 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

28/05/2013WRS01750Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRS01800391. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25571/13]

28/05/2013WRS01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 4 April 
2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 23 April 2013 and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

28/05/2013WRS01950Live Register Numbers

28/05/2013WRS02000392. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
formerly employed in the construction trade categories who are on the live register; if she will 
provide a breakdown of these persons by category; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25582/13]

28/05/2013WRS02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total number of persons on 
the live register at the end of April 2013 was 417,593; of this total, 76,282 had occupations in 
construction-related trade categories. When other trades are added which may include some 
people who had worked in the construction industry the total increases to 104,754.  I attach a 
table detailing the breakdown of this number by category for the Deputy’s information.

Category Number
Architects, Town Planners and Surveyors 971
Construction Trades 51,715
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Category Number
Draughtspersons, Quantity and Other Sur-
veyors

415

Other Occupations in Construction 15,716
Woodworking Trades 7,465
Sub-Total 76,282
Electrical/Electronic Trades 4,730
Engineers and Technologists 4,134
Metal Forming, Welding and Related Trades 3,158
Metal Machining, Fitting and Instrument 
Making Trades

3,123

Metal Making and Treating Workers 130
Metal Working Process Workers 347
Other Craft and Related Occupations not 
elsewhere classified

5,192

Other Occupations in Mining and Manufac-
turing

202

Road Transport Workers 7,456
Overall Total 104,754

28/05/2013WRS02150Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRS02200393. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application 
for invalidity pension will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Car-
low; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25586/13]

28/05/2013WRS02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 4  
October 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 10 April 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

28/05/2013WRS02350Job Initiatives

28/05/2013WRS02400394. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
details of the job activation procedures being implemented by her Department in terms of those 
on jobseeker’s allowance and if she will identify each step of that process; the number of per-
sons that have been invited to engage with that procedure up to the year ending April 2013; the 
number that have actively engaged to her Department’s satisfaction; the number of persons that 
have had their payments reduced following failure to engage with those procedures; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25597/13]

28/05/2013WRS02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government’s Pathways to 
Work policy statement sets out how the State will engage with and support the unemployed 
to get back into the workforce. Through the rollout of Intreo offices nationwide, the aim is to 
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engage with every unemployed individual to make sure that their first day out of work is also 
their first step on the pathway back to work. 

Activation is defined as the engagement with customers of the Department of Social Protec-
tion, of working age, who are in receipt of specified social welfare payments/ benefits in order 
to support them and their families in progressing into employment and / or other appropriate 
progression. Such engagement shall be on the basis of the articulation of the supports to be of-
fered to the customer to assist him / her to return to the workforce or otherwise progress.  In ac-
cepting payment of benefit, assistance and / or support, the customer shall agree to avail him or 
herself of the appropriate support measures offered during the course of the activation process, 
including employment, education, training and / or placement in employment schemes.

Under the new Intreo approach, the process of engagement starts immediately when a client 
registers for a Jobseeker’s Allowance payment, and is informed by a personal profile captured 
in respect of each individual.  In the past no such profiles were captured and clients had to wait 
at least three months before being invited to a Group Engagement under the National Action 
Plan (NAP process).  

As part of the registration process the client completes a profile questionnaire to enable the 
case worker assess the client’s Probability of Exit (PEX) from unemployment. Depending on 
the outcome of this assessment the elements of further engagement with the client will vary. 
While all clients are referred for a group engagement session, the content of the session varies 
depending on the client’s PEX score.  Clients with a low to mid-point PEX rating participate in 
Group Engagement sessions where they are provided with guidance on how to improve their 
job search activities and also on the training and development opportunities available to them 
to improve their employment prospects.  Clients with a high-PEX are invited to a Group En-
gagement Session tailored to their needs, including a networking component, where they are 
encouraged and helped to search for and secure employment.   

Following the group engagement, clients with a low PEX rating are immediately referred 
for a one-to-one session with an Employment Services Officer, where they agree a personal 
progression plan.  These clients receive intensive one-to-one support from an experienced em-
ployment services advisor and may be directed to particular work experience and training pro-
grammes.  Clients with high PEX scores also receive one to one guidance if they remain on the 
live register.

The first twelve Intreo offices are now live and it is intended to convert 40 offices to full 
Intreo working by the end of this year and to complete the full roll-out to all 63 offices of the 
Department in 2014.  It is to be noted that key elements of the Intreo model are being rolled-out 
in advance of the physical modification of offices. Personal profiling is already in place in all 
offices while individual progression planning and the accelerated integrated decision process 
will be operational in all offices by the end of this year.  Where the Intreo model has yet to be 
rolled out, the existing National Employment Action Plan (NEAP)  process continues, whereby 
referral to employment services takes place after 3 months on the live register.

Taking both the Intreo offices and those still operating the older NEAP approach together, 
there were just over 41,100 initial referrals either to group engagement or one-to-one interviews 
in the period January-April of this year. Some 28,900 people attended these appointments; of 
those who did not attend, almost 4,000 had already closed their job-seekers’ claims by the date 
of their appointment. Over the same period, almost 9,300 people who had failed to attend an ini-
tial appointment were re-referred for interview or group engagement. Some 5,700 attended on 
re-referral, and 1,100 of those who failed to do so had already closed their job-seekers’ claims 
by the date of their appointment.
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Reduced payment rates (penalty rates) for jobseekers were introduced in April 2011 as a 
means of achieving the engagement of jobseekers with activation measures. A penalty of up to 
€44 per week applies to an individual’s jobseeker payment where there is a failure to engage 
with this process.

The total number of penalty rates applied up to the end of 2012 was just over 1,800. A fur-
ther 800 penalty rates were applied in the period from the beginning of January up to the end 
of April 2013.  

  Question No. 395 answered with Question No. 370.

28/05/2013WRS02750Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRS02800396. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if funding will be re-
stored for a project (details supplied); if this request will be given urgent consideration in view 
of the fact that this project has assisted many homeless persons to gain work experience and the 
many benefits that follow from such work placements; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25630/13]

28/05/2013WRS02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am pleased to advise the Deputy 
that funding for the Ready for Work Programme operated by Business in the Community has 
been approved for the current year.

28/05/2013WRS02950Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRS03000397. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[25644/13]

28/05/2013WRS03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21 
February 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of ap-
peal be sought. These papers have been received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office and the 
case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

28/05/2013WRS03150Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRS03200398. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an up-
date in an application for invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25645/13]

28/05/2013WRS03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 13 May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
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functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements. 

 Question No. 399 withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRS03550Social Welfare Schemes

28/05/2013WRS03600400. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any circum-
stances in which her Department will consider assisting persons leaving the country with the 
cost of doing so bearing in mind that they would be signing off from claiming benefits thus 
saving the Exchequer cost in the long term; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25682/13]

28/05/2013WRS03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An unemployed person may qual-
ify for jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance. Jobseeker’s benefit is based on a person’s 
social insurance record and jobseeker’s allowance is based on weekly means. A fundamental 
qualifying condition for a jobseeker’s payment is that a person must be available for full-time 
work.

Under EU Regulations, in certain circumstances a person on jobseeker’s benefit may retain 
payment for a period of up to 13 weeks, while seeking work in another EU Member State. 
However, it is not possible to transfer jobseeker’s allowance in the same way.  Jobseeker’s al-
lowance is listed by EU Regulation 883/2004 as a special non-contributory cash benefit and, 
as a result, it is paid “exclusively in the Member State in which the persons concerned reside, 
in accordance with its legislation”.  A jobseeker’s allowance customer, to retain his or her pay-
ment, is therefore required to remain in the State.  

Locally, however, arrangements may be made between a local office and a person on job-
seeker’s allowance, permitting the person to travel abroad for a job interview or a short holiday.  
There are no plans to introduce a scheme of assistance for persons leaving the country. 

28/05/2013WRS03750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRS03800401. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application 
for carer’s allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25696/13]

28/05/2013WRS03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 26 
April 2013 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the evidence 
submitted, including that adduced at the hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the 
Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.  The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and 
is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.  

 Questions Nos. 402 and 403 withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRT0005028/05/2013WRT00075Disability Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRT00100404. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
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a disability allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25699/13]

28/05/2013WRT00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28 March 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these are received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will 
make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of 
the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining ap-
peals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRT00250Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRT00300405. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
invalidity pension will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford. 
[25774/13]

28/05/2013WRT00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 29 April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRT00450Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

28/05/2013WRT00500406. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
domiciliary care allowance will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford. [25775/13]

28/05/2013WRT00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 21st March 2013.  This applica-
tion was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was 
not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 21st May 2013 advising of the 
decision.  In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds, the applicant is 
notified that they may submit additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed by 
another medical assessor.  Alternatively, they may also appeal the decision directly to the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office.

Questions Nos. 407 and 408 withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRT00750Invalidity Pension Appeals

28/05/2013WRT00800409. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for an invalidity pension. 
[25788/13]

28/05/2013WRT00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
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Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the evidence, has allowed 
the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the decision.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 410 to 412, inclusive, withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRT01050Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRT01100413. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for a domiciliary care allow-
ance. [25792/13]

28/05/2013WRT01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 23rd August 2012.  This 
application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 28th September 2012 refus-
ing the allowance.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision 
and she was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 11th March 2013 that the 
appeal had not been allowed.  The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete.  
If the person concerned has additional information which was not available to the deciding and 
appeals officers when they made their decisions, it is open to her to re-apply for the allowance.

28/05/2013WRT01250Disability Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRT01300414. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for a disability allowance. 
[25794/13]

28/05/2013WRT01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the evidence, has allowed 
the appeal of the person concerned.  The person concerned has been notified of the decision.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRT01450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRT01500415. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for carer’s allowance. 
[25795/13]

28/05/2013WRT01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 15 April 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When these are received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
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for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRT01650Disability Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRT01700416. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for a disability allowance. 
[25797/13]

28/05/2013WRT01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 
9 October 2012.  Following this hearing the Appeals Officer requested clarification on certain 
issues from the Department of Social Protection.  Following receipt of the Department’s re-
sponse to his request, the Appeals Officer has considered the matter further and is of the view 
that a second oral hearing will be required.  The Appeals Office anticipates that the oral hearing 
will be held in July.  The person concerned will be notified when the arrangements have been 
made.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

28/05/2013WRT01850Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare

28/05/2013WRT01900417. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Social Protection when she will be 
presented with the remaining modular reports of the advisory group on tax and social welfare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25802/13]

28/05/2013WRT02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Creating jobs and tackling pov-
erty are two of the key challenges that Ireland now faces.  It is essential that our tax and social 
protection systems play their part in addressing these challenges.  To this end, and in line with 
commitments contained in the Programme for Government, I established an Advisory Group 
on Tax and Social Welfare, with the aim of harnessing expert opinion and experience to exam-
ine a number of specific issues.  These include making cost-effective proposals for improving 
employment incentives and achieving better poverty outcomes, particularly child poverty out-
comes. 

The Group’s terms of reference provide for a range of issues to be considered including: 
child and family income supports, working age income supports, the appropriate unit of assess-
ment in both the tax and social welfare codes, the interaction of the tax and social welfare codes, 
issues concerning social insurance for self-employed people and the Budget 2012 proposals 
concerning disability allowance and domiciliary care allowance.  The Group’s overall method 
of working is based on producing modular reports on the priority areas identified in the terms 
of reference.  The Group commenced its work programme by prioritising the area of family and 
child income supports and its report on this first module of work was published on 20 February 
2013.

The Advisory Group’s second report was on the issue of the Budget 2012 proposals relat-
ing to Disability Allowance and Domiciliary Care Allowance.  This report was published on 11 
April 2013.  The Advisory Group’s third module of work related to the issues involved in pro-
viding social insurance cover for self-employed persons so as to establish whether or not such 
cover is technically feasible and financially sustainable.  The Group’s report on this issue was 
submitted to the Minister for Social Protection in May 2013 and its implications are currently 
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being considered by the Minister and her Department.  The Group is currently progressing its 
fourth module of work on the issue of working age income supports and the interaction of the 
tax and social welfare systems, with a view to concluding this module as quickly as possible.

28/05/2013WRT02050Social Welfare Benefits Applications

28/05/2013WRT02100418. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form for the years 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013, the number of applications 
made to her Department for invalidity pension and disability allowance; the number of these 
applications that have been approved and the number of such applications that are pending a 
decision; her views on the reported delays in decisions being made on such applications; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25845/13]

28/05/2013WRT02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In regard to invalidity pension 
(IP), there is no backlog of invalidity claims at present.  As at the end of April 2013 there were 
2,788 IP claims registered, actioned and awaiting information to finalise a decision.  These 
mostly relate to reviews and appeals.  In addition, approximately 660 cases are being investi-
gated under EU regulations or bilateral agreements.  These cases are more complex and take 
longer to decide.  

Approximately 220 new invalidity pension claims are received in the Department each 
week.  These are examined on receipt and a decision is completed where all information is 
available.  If a medical assessment and/or further information are required, it is requested with-
out delay.  Once all the necessary information is received, the claim is processed.  New claims 
received in the last 6 months are on average process within 10 weeks and almost 60% of our 
current claims are awaiting a decision for 2 months or less.

Invalidity Pension

- 2011 2012 2013
No. of applications 14,621 11,510 3,295
No. allowed  2,107#  6,352 3,233
No. pending  6,814  3,662 2,788

Notes:

A breakdown of invalidity claims awarded and disallowed is not available from Decem-
ber 2010-June 2011.  A dual payments system was in operation from December 2010 until all 
claims were migrated onto a new computer platform in May 2011.

#Breakdown for period June 2011- December 2011 inclusive 

2013 figures as at 30 April 2012

In regard to disability allowance  (DA), following the completion of a major service deliv-
ery modernisation programme a plan is now in operation to reduce the backlog, including the 
assignment of additional staff and it is anticipated that the full backlog will be actioned by the 
end of the second quarter of this year.  It should be noted that the processing time for individual 
disability allowance claims can vary depending on the complexity of the claimant’s circum-
stances and the information they provide.  In addition, a request for a review or an appeal by a 
person adds to length of time taken to deal with the claim.
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Disability Allowance

- 2011 2012 2013
No. of applications 24,264 25,887 6,766
No. allowed  9,246 10,400 3,015
No. pending  6,999  7,775 6800* (at 10/05/13)
* 5,800 of these are new applications.  Of the 5,800 new applications, 600 have been ac-

tioned and are awaiting further information before a decision can be made.

28/05/2013WRT02250One-Parent Family Payment Reforms

28/05/2013WRT02300419. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
report on the new scheme launched by her Department to assist lone parents on the pathway 
back to work; the way her Department will support lone parents attempting to return to the 
workforce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25846/13]

28/05/2013WRT02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of the forthcoming Social 
Welfare and Pensions Bill, 2013, I am introducing reforms to the Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) 
scheme to ease the transition of former recipients of the one-parent family payment (OFP) 
scheme with young children onto the JA scheme.  These reforms will create a transitional ar-
rangement specifically for former OFP recipients with children under 14 years of age who are 
awarded a JA payment.  This arrangement will operate for a transitional period and give these 
individuals an exemption from the JA conditionality that requires them to be available for, and 
genuinely seeking, full-time work.  This transitional period is required as lone parents with 
young children have caring responsibilities which may have prevented them from being avail-
able for, and genuinely seeking, full-time work.  This arrangement will enable lone parents 
to work part time, provided they satisfy the JA means test, and will therefore offer them the 
continued security of income support from my Department.  Lone parents on JA under this ar-
rangement will also be able to access the new afterschool child care scheme, which provides 
subsidised afterschool childcare if they secure employment or engage on a CE scheme. 

The aim of introducing these OFP reforms and for creating this arrangement is to improve 
outcomes for lone parents.  As a result of these measures lone parents will now be able to access 
the Department’s activation supports and services.  As part of this process, all lone parents on 
JA will be profiled, have a group engagement, and be encouraged to develop a personal devel-
opment plan in conjunction with their case officer.  This personal development plan will iden-
tify suitable education, training, and employment programmes that will enable them to improve 
their skills set and increase their prospects of securing employment.  The exemptions from the 
full JA conditionality will remain in place until the lone parent’s youngest child reaches the age 
of 14 years.  At this point, should the customer continue to claim the JA payment, he/she will 
be subjected to the full JA conditionality.

Question No. 420 withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRT02550Pathways to Work Strategy

28/05/2013WRT02600421. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to date 
on delivering on the targets outlined in the Pathways to Work strategy, namely, to ensure that 
75,000 of those long-term unemployed in 2012 will move into employment by 2015, to reduce 
the average time spent on the live register from 21 months to less than 12 months; if he will 
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ensure that employers have access to and are offered suitable candidates to fill full-time vacan-
cies and that the proportion of vacancies filled by her Department’s employment services from 
the live register is at least to 40% by 2015; and if she will report on the current position on each 
of these targets. [25921/13]

28/05/2013WRT02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Pathways to Work represents the 
single biggest ever change to how the State engages with, and provides services to, people who 
are unemployed.  It is delivering on the Programme for Government commitment to set up a 
National Employment and Entitlements Service and involves a multi-annual programme of 
complex legislative, organisation, process, people, and work change running to the end of 2014.  
There are five strands to the Pathways approach relating to:

- Engagement with people who are unemployed;

- The provision of  activation places and opportunities;

- Incentivising the take-up of opportunities;

- Working with  employers; and 

- Reforming institutions 

We have made good progress on all strands.  The Deputy will be aware of the institutional 
changes arising from the merger of the Community Welfare Service and FÁS employment ser-
vices with my Department – both of which were transferred on time and within budget at the 
start of last year.  Progress has been made on working with employers with the establishment 
of an Employer Engagement Unit within my Department.  With regard to activation places and 
opportunities 2012 saw the very successful roll-out of JobBridge and TÚS while Budget 2013 
provided for an additional 13,000 places on various employment schemes representing a 30% 
increase on existing provision.  Jobseekers have a stronger incentive to take up these and other 
employment opportunities by virtue of changes to referral processes, payment arrangements in 
respect of casual work and the introduction of penalty rates of payment  for non-engagement 
with activation initiatives.

The impact of the Pathways approach is most evident in the more frequent and more in-
tensive manner of our engagement with jobseekers.  For example 68,600 clients participated 
in a group engagement process last year, while over 40,000 clients have benefitted from such 
engagements already this year.  Similarly the Department conducted 158,000 initial one-to-
one guidance interviews with jobseekers last year.  The target is to complete 185,000 initial 
interviews in 2013.  Significantly under the Intreo model being rolled out across the country, 
the process of engagement starts immediately when a client registers for a Jobseekers payment 
and is informed by a personal profile captured in respect of each individual.  In the past no such 
profiles were captured and clients had to wait at least three months before being invited to a 
Group Engagement.  In addition decision times in respect of jobseeker claims are significantly 
reduced from an average of four weeks under the old method of operation to under a week, and 
in most cases to no more than 2/3 days, in Intreo offices.

The 12 twelve Intreo offices are now live and it is intended to convert 40 offices to full 
Intreo working by the end of this year and to complete the full roll-out to all 63 offices of the 
Department in 2014.  It is to be noted that key elements of the Intreo model are being rolled-out 
in advance of the physical modification of offices.  Personal profiling is already in place in all 
offices while individual progression planning and the accelerated integrated decision process 
will be operational in all offices by the end of this year. 

With respect to plans for 2013 I have published a comprehensive set of performance targets, 
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set out on a on a quarter by quarter basis, on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie and will 
publish performance against these targets starting in July of this year.

Questions Nos. 422 and 423 withdrawn.

28/05/2013WRT02850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

28/05/2013WRT02900424. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the details of the claim for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow; if the appeal which was lodged by this Deputy and acknowledged on 6 December 2010 
was fully processed; if the outcome of this appeal will be outlined; if she will confirm if the ap-
plicant was contacted during the appeals process and, if so, if the applicant was notified of the 
outcome; if she will confirm the way the overpayment occurred as the applicant claims to have 
been caring for a person since 1990; and if any action will be postponed regarding the suggested 
overpayment until the applicant has time to respond as they are now in poor health. [25954/13]

28/05/2013WRT03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I can confirm that Carer’s Allow-
ance was awarded from 7th July 2005 to the person concerned.  Payment was stopped on 25th 
May 2010 when the Department became aware that the person being cared for had entered a 
nursing home.  An overpayment was assessed against the person concerned for the period 12th 
March 2009 to 26th May 2010.  The Department wrote to the person concerned notifying them 
of this overpayment and affording them the right to appeal the decision.  The person in question 
appealed this decision in writing and their letter was sent to the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
on 6th of December 2010.  However, it appears that this correspondence went astray and the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has confirmed that they did not receive this appeal request. 

I can confirm that, in the particular circumstances of this case, an appeal has now been ac-
cepted by the Social Welfare Appeals Office and they have undertaken to expedite the matter 
as far as possible.  I can further confirm that recovery of the overpayment will be deferred until 
such time as the outcome of the appeal has been determined by the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice.

285/2013WRU00150Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRU00200425. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the defined 
benefit schemes for public sector employees are exempt from the same funding standards that 
apply to defined benefit schemes in the private sector; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24663/13]

28/05/2013WRU00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Defined benefit pension schemes 
are required to satisfy the Funding Standard requirements as set out in the Pensions Act 1990. 
Under EU law (Directive 2003/41/EC on the Activities and Supervision of Institutions for Oc-
cupational Retirement Provision, the Act provides that defined benefit pension schemes may be 
excluded from the requirements of the Funding Standard if they are Exchequer ‘pay as you go’ 
schemes or, in the case of a funded scheme, if it has a State guarantee. The schemes which are 
excluded from the requirements of the Funding Standard are set out in regulations.

28/05/2013WRU00350Youth Guarantee

28/05/2013WRU00400426. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the provisions that she 
is making to ensure that employment creation and retention forms part of any youth guarantee 
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scheme. [24442/13]

28/05/2013WRU00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The EU Council Recommenda-
tion on a Youth Guarantee received political agreement at the EPSCO Council meeting on 28 
February 28 and was formally adopted by the Council last month.  The Recommendation is that 
Member States should: “Ensure that all young people under the age of 25 years receive a good-
quality offer of employment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship within a 
period of four months of becoming unemployed or leaving formal education.”

While it is recommended that the guarantee should be implemented as soon as possible, it 
is recognised that implementation will be more gradual in the Member States experiencing the 
most severe budgetary difficulties and higher rates of youth unemployment. The government 
will now review the current range of youth employment policies in Ireland to assess what mea-
sures will need to be taken to commence the gradual implementation of the guarantee.

With regard to job creation for youth in support of the guarantee, the Government’s primary 
strategy to tackle youth unemployment is to create the environment for a strong economic 
recovery by promoting competitiveness and productivity. Economic recovery will underpin 
jobs growth. Past experience suggests that youth unemployment, which tends to rise relatively 
rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to fall relatively rapidly during the recovery. The gov-
ernment’s job-creation policies are outlined in the Action Plan for Jobs, which sets out a target 
for 100,000 net new jobs to be created by 2016, many of which will be filled by young people. 
Under the updated Action Plan for 2013, a new recruitment incentive – JobsPlus – has also been 
developed by my Department and was approved by the Government.  This incentive will cover 
the cost of c. €1 in every €4 of an employer’s wage costs and will be launched for availability by 
July 2013.  Young people are likely to be major beneficiaries of this initiative as employers tend 
to hire young people when there is a recovery in employment. This incentive will be launched 
for availability by July 2013.

The scale and nature of any additional measures required will depend on the trend in youth 
unemployment, and in particular the number of young people likely to experience periods of 
unemployment of more than four months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome 
development that the official labour market figures published by the CSO recently indicated that 
the number of young unemployed at the end of 2012, at 59,000, a reduction of almost 9,000 on 
the same time a year earlier.  It is to be hoped that this is the beginning of a sustained downward 
movement in youth unemployment as the economy recovers.  Even so, the implementation of 
a guarantee will, almost certainly require an expansion in the range of opportunities currently 
on offer to young people in the form of further education and training, internships, subsidised 
private-sector recruitment, and supports for self-employment.  In this regard the State already 
provides a significant number of initiatives which are of relevance to young people and the 
Department of Social Protection took steps in Budget 2013 to increase funding and places 
for schemes such as JobBridge, Community Employment, TÚS and a new state employment 
scheme in the local Government sector.  In total an additional 10,000 places will be provided.

The size and the timescale for any additional provision, over and above that outlined above 
that is both desirable and feasible will be established over the coming months.

28/05/2013WRU00550Youth Unemployment Measures

28/05/2013WRU00600427. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions her De-
partment is taking to tackle youth unemployment; if she will give an assessment of the effec-
tiveness of these actions; and the targets for increased youth employment. [18615/13]
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28/05/2013WRU00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In the first instance, the Govern-
ment’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is to create the environment for a strong 
economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and productivity. Economic recovery will 
underpin jobs growth. Past experience suggests that youth unemployment, which tends to rise 
relatively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to fall relatively rapidly during the recovery.

The Government is implementing a number of programmes to assist young unemployed 
persons and keep young jobseekers close to the labour market. There are five main approaches 
being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, training, job search assistance/guidance, 
work experience, and encouraging job creation.  These actions range across a number of De-
partments and Agencies and include:-

- The Youthreach programme providing 6,000 integrated education, training and work ex-
perience for early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who are be-
tween 15 and 20 years of age;

- The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme scheme, which provides a range of courses 
to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people over 21 years of age, particu-
larly focusing upon early school leavers;

- The Back to Education Allowance scheme run by the Department of Social Protection 
provides income maintenance for unemployed people returning to further or higher education. 
Over 6,500 young people participated on this scheme in the last academic year;

- Approximately 12,000 persons aged under 25 completed a training course with FÁS in 
2012. This excludes apprenticeships and evening courses;

- This year MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions, which is part 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs initiative, is currently being rolled out by the Depart-
ment of Education.  MOMENTUM will support the provision of free education and training 
projects to allow 6,500 long term jobseekers to gain skills and to access work opportunities in 
identified growing sectors.  Over 1,250 of these places are assigned specifically for under 25s;

- The JobBridge National Internship Scheme is focused on providing work experience to 
young people with the total number of placements of young people on JobBridge during 2012 at 
2,700. The recent interim independent evaluation of the Scheme conducted by Indecon Indepen-
dent Economic Consultants found that 61% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge 
progressed into employment within five months of completing their internship placements. 
This high level of progression suggests JobBridge is an appropriate labour market intervention 
which has achieved very significant progress in a short period of time.

- Long-term unemployed youth will also benefit from the JobsPlus initiative which is de-
signed to encourage employers to recruit long-term unemployed people. Under this scheme 
the State will pay circa €1 of every €4 it costs the employer to recruit a person from the Live 
Register;

- In the December Budget, funding was secured for an additional 10,000 places this year 
across a range of programmes -- including JobBridge, TÚS and Community Employment. 
About a quarter of these places are expected to be taken up by unemployed young people.

With regard to targets, the original Action Plan for Jobs sets out a target for 100,000 net 
new jobs to be created by 2016, many of which will be filled by young people. In addition, the 
Action Plan for Jobs 2013 includes the Pathways to Work initiative’s targets for increasing the 
number of people who are long-term unemployed moving into employment and reducing the 
average length of time spent on the Live Register.  Specifically, these targets are that:
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(i) at least 75,000 of those currently long-term unemployed will move into employment by 
2015.

(ii) Increase the exit rate of people on the  live register  for two years or more by 50%  (to 
40%)  by the end of 2015

(iii) Reduce the persistence rate (the rate at which short term unemployed people become 
long term unemployed)  to 25%.

As two out of five young unemployed are long-term unemployed, these targets are pertinent 
to young people.  A new recruitment incentive – JobsPlus – has also been developed by my De-
partment and was approved by the Government as part of the Action Plan for Jobs.  This incen-
tive will cover the cost of c. €1 in every €4 of an employer’s wage costs and will be launched 
for availability by July 2013.  Young people are likely to be major beneficiaries of this initiative 
as employers tend to hire young people when there is a recovery in employment.

Following from the formal adoption of the EU Recommendation on Implementing a Youth 
Guarantee, the government will review the current range of youth employment and training 
policies in Ireland to assess what measures will need to be taken to commence the gradual 
implementation of the guarantee. This will include the identification of what would be the 
appropriate timescale for implementation in Ireland’s current employment and budgetary cir-
cumstances.  The scale and nature of the measures required will depend on the trend in youth 
unemployment, and in particular the number of young people likely to experience periods of 
unemployment of more than four months under current policies.  In this context, it is welcome 
that the official labour market figures published by the CSO indicated that the number of young 
unemployed at the end of 2012, at 59,000, showed a reduction of almost 9,000 on the same time 
a year earlier.  It is to be hoped that this is the beginning of a sustained downward movement 
in youth unemployment as the economy recovers.  Even so, the implementation of a guarantee 
will almost certainly require an expansion in the range of opportunities currently on offer to 
young people in the form of further education, training, internships, subsidised private-sector 
recruitment, and supports for self-employment.

28/05/2013WRU00750Departmental Agencies Funding

28/05/2013WRU00800428. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will list the cost of 
each Ombudsman under her remit in the years from 2000 to 2012, within the ongoing economic 
difficulties which challenge us all to work differently. [26445/13]

28/05/2013WRU00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Office of the Pensions Om-
budsman, established in April 2003, is a State agency which comes under the aegis of the 
Department of Social Protection.  The total cost of  the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman for 
each year of its operation to 2012 inclusive is set out in the following table.

Year Amount - €                                   
2003 (part) 225,470
2004 509,951
2005 634,631
2006 793,810
2007 912,625
2008 1,052,578
2009 1,015,479
2010 986,771
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Year Amount - €                                   
2011 973,372
2012 1,038,529

Under the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan, the Office of the Pensions Ombuds-
man was recently subject to a Critical Review with a proposal to merge the office with the 
Financial Services Ombudsman.  The Report of the Critical Review Steering Group recom-
mended that both offices be merged. This recommendation was accepted by Government in 
April 2013.  The reform measures will be implemented within the next two years.

28/05/2013WRU00950Special Areas of Conservation Designation

28/05/2013WRU01000429. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide an update on the work on special areas of conservation (details supplied); if 
documents are now available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25030/13]

28/05/2013WRU01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has recently produced two reports detailing site specific conservation objectives for the 
sites to which the Deputy refers. These reports can be found on the website of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department at www.npws.ie.

28/05/2013WRU01150Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRU01200430. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the amount 
of funding his Department has allocated, and to which projects, in Tramore, County Waterford 
in each of the past five years. [25208/13]

28/05/2013WRU01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established in June 2011. The Department administers 
and delivers a wide range of programmes and measures, descriptions of which are available on 
its website at http://www.ahg.gov.ie/.

While expenditure under these programme areas takes place countrywide, it is not possible 
to give a town-by-town or county-by-county breakdown of that expenditure. For example, a 
number of my Department’s programmes are delivered through agencies and other intermedi-
ary bodies that operate across county boundaries and in respect of which there is no detailed 
breakdown on a county basis held by my Department. In addition, groups and organisations that 
receive grants directly from my Department are not necessarily constituted on a single-county 
or a single-town basis.

In view of the wide range of my Department’s schemes and programmes, and the large vol-
umes of payments and grants made on an ongoing basis, it is not feasible to compile and collate 
the breakdown of expenditure sought by the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRU01350Architectural Heritage

28/05/2013WRU01400431. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in view 
of the additions to the protected structure list, his plans to open a grant scheme in order that 
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owners of these facilities may be able to avail of some financial assistance when carrying out 
improvement works. [25330/13]

28/05/2013WRU01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Part IV of 
the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012 provides for the protection of architectural 
heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to identify and protect the 
architectural heritage by including them on the Record of Protected Structures. Inclusion on the 
Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected 
structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals af-
fecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.

A number of State financial supports provide for the conservation and restoration of heritage 
structures in general. I recently announced that 45 protected structures have been offered grant 
awards under the Structures at Risk Fund 2013, which is operated by my Department, to a total 
value of €475,000. The purpose of this Fund, which is administered by the local authorities, is 
to assist with urgent works to safeguard structures protected under the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000, as amended, and in certain cases, works to structures within Architectural Con-
servation Areas. This Fund is not intended to assist in the carrying out of routine maintenance, 
alterations or improvements, demolition, reconstruction or restoration.  Given current budget-
ary constraints, I have no plans to expand this Fund at present.

It should be noted that certain conservation projects may be eligible for funding under the 
LEADER elements of the Rural Development Programme Ireland 2007-2013 which supports 
the conservation and upgrading of rural heritage.

28/05/2013WRU01550National Museum

28/05/2013WRU01600432. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the action being taken for the upkeep of State owned artefacts, as these artefacts need to be 
protected in specialised wrapping that were gathered during the course of excavation works by 
archaeological companies that have since ceased trading; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25353/13]

28/05/2013WRU01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Deputy 
will appreciate that National Museum of Ireland is an independent autonomous body and that 
I as Minister, have no statutory responsibility in relation to the day-to-day operational issues.

I am advised that the National Museum of Ireland is making every possible effort to ensure 
the safety and proper storage of artefacts excavated by private archaeological companies. All 
archaeological excavation in the State is carried out under the terms of a Licence issued by my-
self as Minister, and those terms confer on the licensed archaeologist a responsibility to care for 
any artefacts discovered during the excavation until these are deposited with the National Mu-
seum of Ireland, or by agreement, with a Designated Local Museum. That responsibility of care 
includes the requirement to provide for the proper conservation, documentation and packing 
of the artefacts and because of the complexity of modern archaeological excavation, there can 
often be a considerable lapse of time between the completion of the on-site phase of excavation 
works and the final deposition of artefacts.

The Museum operates a dedicated store for artefacts from archaeological excavations in its 
new Collections Resource Centre.  I am further advised by the National Museum that a rela-
tively small number of archaeological companies have ceased trading and in most of these cases 
the archaeologists involved have continued to work with the National Museum in preparing 
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material for deposition, even after the company had technically ceased trading. As a result, a 
considerable amount of the artefacts held by these companies has already been deposited in the 
Museum and most of the remainder is being actively prepared for deposition.

The National Museum continues to maintain active communication with all archaeological 
companies (including the personnel of companies that have ceased trading) to ensure that ev-
erything possible is being done to prepare artefacts for deposition in the Museum, and to ensure 
that the artefacts are being properly cared for in the meantime.

28/05/2013WRU01750Commemorative Events

28/05/2013WRU01800433. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will outline the costs associated with the hosting of the Drogheda 2012 National Famine Memo-
rial Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25512/13]

28/05/2013WRU01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The cost as-
sociated with the hosting of National Famine Commemoration day in Drogheda in 2012 was 
approximately €56,000.  This total includes costs associated with the stage erection, sound 
systems, health and safety consultancy, the erection of a marquee, barriers etc. In addition 
it includes the cost of printing ceremony booklets, printing information regarding the local 
programme of events in the run up to the national event, a contribution towards basic catering 
costs, a commemorative plaque to mark the occasion in the local community and a photogra-
pher for the event.  It also includes the cost of the wreaths laid by members of the diplomatic 
corps as part of the official ceremony.

It is important that we appropriately commemorate the victims of the Great Irish Famine 
and also raise awareness of food security issues worldwide. The hosting of a national day of 
commemoration provides an excellent opportunity to do this.

28/05/2013WRU01950Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRU02000434. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if consideration will be given to offering grant aid towards the holding of the annual Canal 
Festival at Robertstown, Naas, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25545/13]

28/05/2013WRU02100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
by Waterways Ireland that it supports events taking place along the navigations throughout the 
year through the Waterways Ireland Sponsorship Programme. Applications open in October 
each year for the following year to maximise opportunities for promotion. Following an evalu-
ation process, financial, operational or promotional support, or a combination of these, may be 
offered to events meeting the criteria.

If the festival organisers wish to seek sponsorship from Waterways Ireland they should ap-
ply for 2014 programme when it is advertised later this year.  I am informed that Waterways 
Ireland did not receive an application for sponsorship from representatives of the 2013 Canal 
Festival at Robertstown and wish to advise that Waterways Ireland is unable to offer support to 
events outside the Sponsorship Programme process.  

Question No. 435 withdrawn.
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28/05/2013WRU02275Turbary Rights

28/05/2013WRU02400436. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he has addressed the concerns of turfcutters in respect of special areas of 
conservation; if an alternative bog is an available option; when he expects a final and satisfac-
tory conclusion to the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25778/13]

28/05/2013WRU02500441. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if he will provide an update in the situation regarding the redesignation of the approxi-
mately eight difficult bogs; if consideration has been given to the phased transition model as 
proposed by the TCCA; if he will provide an update on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25934/13]

28/05/2013WRU02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 436 and 441 together.

Following the Dáil motion of 7 March 2012, which called on the Government to “- engage 
actively with the European Commission to seek a resolution within the terms of the Habitats 
Directive, and to prepare and submit a National Raised Bog Restoration Plan to the Commis-
sion as a matter of urgency”  I secured the agreement of the European Commissioner for the 
Environment for the development of a National raised bog SAC management plan, in keeping 
with the recommendations of Mr. Justice Quirke. The approach of the national plan may unlock 
some flexibility, within the terms of the Habitats Directive, in regard to the most difficult of 
sites, where relocation options are limited.

My Department has now engaged a team of specialists who are undertaking the necessary 
scientific work to underpin the national plan and to inform the future restoration and manage-
ment of each of the SACs. This work is being overseen by an independent steering group with 
input from the Peatlands Council.

In collaboration with the Peatlands Council and with the assistance of Bord na Móna, my 
Department is also working with local communities to arrange for relocation to nearby bogs 
of those who wish to continue turf-cutting. Arrangements have been made for the relocation of 
turf-cutters from Clara Bog in County Offaly, who have now commenced turf-cutting on their 
relocation bog, and from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog in County Galway 
who will be cutting in their bog next year.

In the remaining 49 raised bog special areas of conservation, the Department has identified 
potential relocation sites for a further 32 bogs and work is ongoing on identifying and investi-
gating sites. Relocation is unlikely to be required, or is likely to be small-scale, for another 16 
raised bog special areas of conservation.  The provision of financial payments or deliveries of 
turf is available to those awaiting relocation and to those awaiting the finalisation of the Na-
tional Plan.

Relocation is a complex process requiring the investigation of suitable sites for turf quality 
and quantity, assessment of infrastructure/drainage works required, establishment of the num-
ber of turf-cutters who can be accommodated on the site, assessment of the cost and feasibility 
of land purchase or lease, and in certain cases securing required planning and environmental 
consents. Accordingly, it will take a number of years to bring this process to a conclusion in 
respect of all the relocation sites.

If it becomes apparent, following detailed analysis, that no relocation possibilities exist for a 
particular SAC, then a case can be made to the EU Commission for a more flexible approach, as 
provided for in the Habitats Directive. I hope that the National Raised Bog SAC Management 
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Plan can be completed by November, in time to submit an application to the European Commis-
sion under Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, if required, prior to the 2014 cutting season.

The Turbary Rights Transfer Programme for Irish Raised Bog Special Areas of Conserva-
tion was submitted by the Turf Cutters and Contractors Association (TCCA) to me and to the 
European Commission in March 2012, some weeks after the passing of the Private Member’s 
Motion. This document represents an honest and genuine attempt to find an acceptable resolu-
tion to this difficult issue. In fact, many of the suggestions made in this document, and in previ-
ous documents submitted by the TCCA and by other groups were subsequently incorporated 
into my own document, the National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan – Proposed Approach  
, which was published in September last.

However, there is one crucial element contained in the TCCA proposal that is clearly not 
within the terms of the Habitats Directive. The proposed continuation of turf-cutting on many 
of the SACs for several years while a national plan is put in place is clearly at variance with EU 
law, and in particular Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. The European Commission and the 
Government have concluded that we simply do not have the legal discretion to follow that path. 
In face of our current infringement proceedings, to do so would be to invite certain litigation 
against the State, including potential injunctive action and substantial fines.

The clear majority of domestic turf-cutters on the raised bog SACs are now engaging with 
my Department in finding acceptable solutions within the law. The door is still open for the Turf 
Cutters and Contractors Association to engage in this process with me, my Department and with 
other stakeholders to address the needs of turf-cutters and other interested parties. Such engage-
ment would, I am sure, help to address the needs of turf-cutters more speedily.

28/05/2013WRU02650EU Presidency Engagements

28/05/2013WRU02700437. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will give details of Ireland’s contribution to the European Maritime Day Conference recently 
held in Valletta, Malta; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25853/13]

28/05/2013WRU02800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): While I do not have statutory functions in relation to maritime issues I had the 
pleasure to represent the Irish Presidency of the EU at the annual European Maritime Day Con-
ference held in Malta on 21-22 May. I was also guest at a pre-Conference dinner hosted by the 
Prime Minister of Malta on 20 May.  The theme of this sixth annual European Maritime Day 
Conference was Coastal Development and Sustainable Maritime Tourism.

The European Maritime Day 2013 Conference was organised by the European Commission 
in partnership with the Maltese Ministry for the Economy, Investment and Small Business, and 
the Maltese Ministry for Tourism. Approximately 850 participants participated in one or more 
of the 27 sessions of the Conference, among them a number of Irish participants.

I addressed the opening session of the Conference and detailed Irish Presidency priorities in 
the area of Blue Growth, including the adoption of an Action Plan for the Atlantic Area Strat-
egy. I outlined the measures we are taking in Ireland to harness the potential of coastal and mari-
time tourism, as part of an overall integrated approach to the management of our marine assets 
as set out in the Government’s Integrated Marine Plan: Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth launched 
by the Government in 2012, aims to double the value of Ireland’s ocean wealth to 2.4% of GDP 
by 2030 and increase the turnover from our ocean economy to exceed €6.4bn by 2020. The 
Integrated Marine Plan provides momentum for growth in the marine area and seeks to ensure 
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that government ministries work together more efficiently and effectively on the diverse issues 
related to the marine.  Work to implement the Plan is being overseen by the Inter-Departmental 
Marine Coordination Group, chaired by the Minister for the Marine, Simon Coveney.

As is customary for the Presidency in the first half of the year, the Irish Presidency also 
convened a Senior Officials Meeting and lunch en marge of the Conference, with the theme of 
delivering the objective of maritime growth and jobs.

28/05/2013WRU02850Cultural Property

28/05/2013WRU02900438. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if the Book of Kells is owned by the people of Ireland; the ownership arrangements of the 
Book of Kells; if his attention has been drawn to trademark restrictions relating to the Book of 
Kells (details provided); his views on the potential impact of same on potential heritage indus-
tries in Kells, County Meath. [25875/13]

28/05/2013WRU03000439. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if he supports the call to return one volume of the Book of Kells to the town of Kells, 
County Meath on a rotational and trial basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25876/13]

28/05/2013WRU03100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 438 and 439 together.

The matters referred to by the Deputy are matters for which I have no statutory function.

28/05/2013WRU03150Heritage Council Funding

28/05/2013WRU03200440. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the funding options available through his Department which may be available to support 
a project (details supplied) in County Meath. [25879/13]

28/05/2013WRU03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The scope 
to provide additional funding for the protection, conservation and development of the State’s 
heritage is constrained by the current national economic difficulties and the significant reduc-
tion in the public finances.  The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, administers a 
number of heritage grants schemes. It is a matter for the Heritage Council to allocate its fund-
ing appropriately given competing priorities within the heritage sector.  I understand from the 
Heritage Council, however, that it’s funding for 2013 is fully committed.

If a Heritage Centre engages in Arts Programming, it could consider applying for the Arts 
Philanthropic Leverage Initiative, under the scheme, culture organisations can apply for fund-
ing if they can augment the amount with private fundraising in the following ratios:

- Up to €5,000 of funds can be accessed through the scheme if the organisation can match 
each €1 from the taxpayer with €2 from private sector funding;

- Up to €10,000 if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €3 from private sector 
funding;

- Up to €15,000 if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €4 from private sector 
funding.
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It is available across all art forms.  The application form is on my Department’s website.

Question No. 441 answered with Question No. 436.

28/05/2013WRU03450Departmental Agencies Funding

28/05/2013WRU03500442. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
list the cost of each Ombudsman under his remit in the years from 2000 to 2012, within the on-
going economic difficulties which challenge us all to work differently. [26442/13]

28/05/2013WRU03600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): My Department, which was established in June 2011, provides funding to the 
Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga.  This Office was established under the provisions of the Offi-
cial Languages Act in 2004.  The figures provided in the following table consist of the operating 
costs of this Office for the full year for 2011 and 2012.  

Year Cost
2011 €630,000
2012 €607,000

28/05/2013WRU03650Energy Conservation

28/05/2013WRU03700443. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in the context of Delivering Our Green Potential, published in 2012, the progress 
that has been made towards the commitment to achieve a 33% reduction in public sector energy 
use by 2020; if he will outline the steps being taken to achieve the required 3-4% reduction this 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25323/13]

28/05/2013WRU03800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Delivering our Green Potential, the Government’s Policy Statement on Growth and Employ-
ment in the Green Economy outlines the Government’s ambition for growth and job-creation 
in the various sectors which make up the Green Economy.  The Cabinet Committee on Climate 
Change and the Green Economy, chaired by An Taoiseach, oversees delivery of the various ac-
tions contained in the policy statement.  In relation to Energy Efficiency a number of actions 
enhancing the public, private and household sectors are identified in the report for implementa-
tion by my Department and include the following:

Publish a second National Energy Efficiency Action Plan

I published the second National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP) in February which 
reaffirms Ireland’s commitment to a 20% energy savings target in 2020 in pursuit of our EU 
obligations.  This is equivalent to 31,925 Gigawatt hours (GWh) or a reduction in annual CO2   
emissions of around 7.7 Mega tonnes (Mt).  Recognising that Government must lead by exam-
ple, we are committed to achieving a 33% reduction in public sector energy use by 2020.  The 
Plan contains 97 actions, each of which will play a part in securing a more sustainable energy 
future for Ireland and will play an integral role in the delivery of the national target.

Introduce an Energy Framework for the Public Service which will further improve the level 
of energy consumption by the sector.

In 2010-2011 the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and my Department de-
veloped and launched a comprehensive monitoring and reporting system to record each individ-
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ual public body’s progress towards the 33% target.  A database of over 30,000 meters has been 
established to enable the accurate gathering of public sector data.  This database is being devel-
oped with linkages to the National Procurement Service and will lead to better procurement of 
energy supplies for the public sector.  A report on public sector consumption will be published 
later this year.  This report will set out progress towards achieving the 33% public sector reduc-
tion target.  Work on the National Energy Services Framework, which will standardise energy 
performance contracting in Ireland and provide a robust process for establishing investment-
ready projects, is well advanced and the first draft of the Framework will be published shortly.  
The Framework will be underpinned by an Energy Efficiency Fund, to which Government has 
already committed €35 million in the 2013 Budget as seed capital. 

Continue to support energy efficiency improvements in homes through the Better Energy 
scheme up to the end of 2013.

The SEAI administers the Better Energy Programme that consistently delivers energy ef-
ficiency improvements across a number of sectors including energy saving targets for energy 
suppliers.  Since the start of the programme over €250 million in Exchequer funding has been 
disbursed.  The Government has committed to spending €44.519 million on the Better Energy 
Homes Programme during 2013 allowing substantial economic activity supporting jobs and 
generating anticipated energy savings of 418GWh (99.6 kt CO2) at a time of severe budgetary 
constraint.   

Introduce a Pay As You Save (PAYS) scheme to replace the Better Energy Homes scheme 
from 2014, and a strand of the PAYS scheme to improve energy efficiency in the public and 
commercial sectors in 2013.

The NEEAP and the Programme for Government include a commitment to roll out a Better 
Energy Financing (formerly known as Pay-As-You-Save) energy retrofit scheme for domestic 
buildings after 2013.  The Better Energy Financing (BEF) model proposes that the current suite 
of Exchequer funded grants for energy efficiency measures, excluding the low-income hous-
ing retrofit programme, will be replaced by a new financing scheme open to households and 
commercial operators.  My Department has put in place a project team to design a replacement 
retrofit financing scheme under the direction of a Project Board representing key State and in-
dustry stakeholders.  Project resources have been drawn from industry experts and elsewhere 
in the public sector.  It is planned that the design of the scheme will continue to be developed 
over the coming months and that a public consultation process will be undertaken in quarter 
three of this year.

Continue to provide supports to business to improve their energy and resource efficiency 
and manage their costs through the SEAI, EPA and Enterprise Ireland.

The Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) and the Energy Agreements Programme is 
a well-established networking and information programme for large industrial energy users.  
Now in operation for over 16 years, it engages 160 of the largest energy users in ongoing re-
lationships, including site visits, workshops and annual performance reporting.  Energy spend 
across the LIEN is approximately €800 million and accounts for approximately 60% of all 
industrial energy usage.

The Energy Agreements Programme supports large industry to implement an energy-man-
agement system through the EN 16001 standard. Consistent annual saving across the Network 
averages between 2% and 3% accounting for annual energy saving of €16 million and above.

Competitiveness is high on the Government’s and the business community’s agendas and 
SEAI’s focus continues to be on promoting energy efficiency and associated cost reduction pro-
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grammes throughout small and large business sectors.  Over 200 SMEs participated in a wide 
range of activities including energy assessments, small business training, EnergyMap training 
and a number of networking events. 140 registrations to the Advice Mentoring and Assessments 
(AMA) programme in 2012 were recorded and the projected savings were 42 GWh.  Annual 
savings of over 10% are being generated by the participating businesses year on year.

28/05/2013WRU03850Better Energy Homes Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRU03900444. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will expedite a warmer homes scheme application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25325/13]

28/05/2013WRU04000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Author-
ity of Ireland (SEAI) under the Better Energy Programme.  Warmer Homes provides a range of 
energy efficiency measures to households that are vulnerable to energy poverty.  The scheme is 
delivered through a combination of Community Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by 
a panel of private contractors in order to ensure national coverage and through an area based 
programme.  The measures available include draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets 
for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are provided free of 
charge to the customer.

The SEAI has confirmed to my Department that it received the application in question on 25 
March 2013.  The SEAI is currently arranging surveys for clients who have applications sub-
mitted between January and April 2013.  The relevant application is therefore with their survey-
ing team who will make contact with the applicant to confirm eligibility and complete a survey.  
The eligibility criteria are clearly outlined on the SEAI website and include the following:

- Owner occupied non-Local Authority homes

- Constructed before 2002

- The owner is in receipt of one of the following: Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel 
Scheme; Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and with children under 7 years of age; or 
Family Income support.

I understand that the applicant is in receipt of grant-aid under the Farm Assist scheme.  This 
however, is not one of the qualifying criteria for the Warmer Homes scheme.  The Deputy 
should note therefore that the applicant will need to confirm that he meets one of the eligibility 
criteria set out above, in order to be eligible for service delivery of energy efficiency measures 
under this scheme.

28/05/2013WRU04050Broadband Services Provision

28/05/2013WRU04100445. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his response to correspondence (details supplied) regarding broadband; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25249/13]

28/05/2013WRU04200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) was designed as 
a basic, affordable, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme.  
Under the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS service 
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provider, the NBS mobile wireless service is required to offer minimum download and upload 
speeds of 2.3 Mbps and 1.4 Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1.  
The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical reasons as-
sociated with the location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6 
Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.

As regards service quality, my Department has well-established monitoring arrangements 
in place to ensure that the NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users.  
The NBS contract guarantees service levels and imposes a service credit regime on “3”, with 
significant financial consequences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not 
met.  The NBS contract also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum 
guaranteed service, as set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they are entitled to 
service rebates.  Should any NBS customer experience problems with the NBS service, they are 
advised to contact “3”’s customer care centre, 24 hours a day 7 days a week, by phone at 1913 
(free of charge), via email to nbssupport@three.ie or by post to 3 Customer Services, Hutchison 
3G Ireland Limited, PO Box 333, Dublin 2.  I note that the customer in question had contacted 
the customer care centre, but was not satisfied with the response received.

My Department has a role where customers have fully utilised the established complaints 
process and consider that their complaint has not been resolved.  My officials operate a dedicat-
ed NBS mailbox, which NBS customers can contact by email at nationalbroadbandscheme@
dcenr.gov.ie, with any comments or complaints they may have about their NBS service.  My 
Department will then liaise with “3” personnel at its Head Office in Dublin to remedy any ser-
vice performance issues.

In this instance, my officials had, directly upon receipt of the correspondence from the per-
son referred to in the Question contacted this NBS customer on Thursday, 9th May last.  The 
details of the complaint were forwarded to “3” who arranged for an engineer to visit the prem-
ises. “3” have confirmed that, following the visit by the engineer, the NBS service provided is 
now within the contracted specification and that a rebate for three months, in relation to the time 
taken to resolve the complaint, has been applied to their account.

The NBS customer in question has informed my officials that they are satisfied to close the 
complaint.  The customer has been advised to contact my officials directly should they experi-
ence any further difficulties.

28/05/2013WRV00150EU Directives

28/05/2013WRV00200446. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will outline the background and detail of the infringement proceedings 
being brought against Ireland and additional reasoned opinion announced by the European 
Commission on 25 April last regarding failure to fully implement the electricity directive; the 
actions he is taking to avoid the matter being referred to the European Court of Justice; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25286/13]

28/05/2013WRV00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department has been issued with an additional Reasoned Opinion from the European Com-
mission in regard to certain electricity related aspects of the EU “Third Energy Package”.  This 
Package is designed to facilitate completion of the internal market in electricity.  Transposition 
of the Third Package is a complex process and the European Commission issued a Reasoned 
Opinion in June 2012 in which the Commission raised issues regarding Ireland’s transposition 
of certain provisions.  The Commission stated that it wishes in the additional Reasoned Opin-



28 May 2013

321

ion, which issued in late April, to complement the June 2012 Reasoned Opinion, with, inter 
alia, clarification of its views with regard to the transposition of the unbundling provisions in 
the Electricity Directive.

My Department is carefully evaluating the Commission’s opinion and will continue its reg-
ular liaison with the Commission on how full compliance is being implemented in Ireland.  My 
Department continues to be committed to delivering full compliance and demonstrating this to 
the Commission.  The Department welcomes that, as part of the set of decisions on Ireland’s 
electricity and gas infringements announced in April, it was decided to close three other cases 
under the Second and Third Packages variously in respect of both electricity and gas.

28/05/2013WRV00350Departmental Properties

28/05/2013WRV00400447. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the position regarding the old Central Fisheries Board offices in Glasnevin, Dublin; 
his future plans for the site; if the site has been sold; if so, the date of same and to whom; the 
amount raised from the sale; if he will set out any conditions attached to the sale; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25362/13]

28/05/2013WRV00500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Matters in relation to premises are a day to day operational 
matter for the Board of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) subject to Public Financial Procedures.  
However, I am informed by IFI that the site has been sold, following it being advertised in a 
public tender process, to Mobhi Co Limited in March 2013 for €530,000.  IFI is not aware of 
any condition attached to the sale of this building.  However, under section 55 (1) (a) of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 Balnagowan House, which is on the site, has been added 
to the record of Protected Structures.  The sale is part of the overall rationalisation of the fisher-
ies service which includes, inter alia, the purchase and fit out of a new headquarters for IFI to 
facilitate exit from relatively expensive temporary rented accommodation.  The business case 
for the new HQ always envisaged that any funds generated from the sale of the Glasnevin site 
would go towards the fit-out costs of the new building.

28/05/2013WRV00550Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

28/05/2013WRV00600448. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the total cost to date of the metropolitan area networks; the locations at which MANs 
are available; the uptake in these areas of the network; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25589/13]

28/05/2013WRV00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) Programme was developed to address the 2004 pol-
icy objectives of removing barriers to foreign direct investment (FDI), increasing regional tele-
coms competition and reducing the cost of telecoms.

The MANs Programme, which was eligible for co-funding of 40-50% under the European 
Regional Development Fund, has cost in the region of €174million to date.  Under Phase I 
of this Programme, 28 MANs were completed and 60 MANs, covering 66 towns, were con-
structed under Phase II.  The MANs which are regionally dispersed enhance the attractiveness 
of the locations for indigenous and foreign investment.  A list of the MANs and their respective 
locations follows.

The MANs are managed, operated, maintained and marketed by e|net, on behalf of the 
State.  There has been significant improvement over the last few years in the take-up by service 
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providers of the MANs.  Of the 88 MANs, 81 are currently “lit”, that is, connected to backhaul 
and in use by one or more telecoms service providers.  It is estimated that in excess of 600,000 
individuals and business users are benefitting from the MANs infrastructure.

Since the inception of the MANs Programme, demand for bandwidth has increased sig-
nificantly and this increase is expected to continue.  Almost all broadband service providers, 
(including DSL, mobile, cable, wireless), are increasingly turning to optical fibre to backbone 
their networks.  Service providers will continue to bring optical fibre closer to their end users.  
The MANs are ready to meet the demand for fibre connectivity and to serve the needs of service 
providers and their end users for the foreseeable future.

Phase One

- Town County
1 Cavan Cavan
2 Kingscourt Cavan
3 Cork Cork
4 Carlow Carlow
5 Letterkenny Donegal
6 Gweedore Donegal
7 Galway Galway
8 Kilkenny Kilkenny
9 Portlaoise Laois
10 Carrick on Shannon Leitrim
11 Manorhamiltom Leitrim
12 Limerick Limerick
13 Dundalk Louth
14 Drogheda Louth
15 Ballina Mayo
16 Belmullet Mayo
17 Kiltimagh Mayo
18 Carrickmacross Monaghan
19 Monaghan Monaghan
20 Tullamore Offaly
21 Roscommon Roscommon
22 Sligo Sligo
23 Clonmel Tipperary
24 Dungarvan Waterford
25 Waterford Waterford
26 Athlone Westmeath
27 Mullingar Westmeath
28 Wexford Wexford

Phase 2

- Town County
1 Cootehill Cavan
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- Town County
2 Kilrush Clare
3 Bantry Cork
4 Blarney Cork
5 Carrigaline Cork
6 Charleville Cork
7 Dunmanway Cork
8 Fermoy Cork
9 Kanturk Cork
10 Kinsale Cork
11 Midleton Cork
12 Mitchelstown Cork
13 Passage West Cork
14 Ringaskiddy Cork
15 Skibbereen Cork
16 Youghal Cork
17 Ballybofey Donegal
18 Ballyshannon Donegal
19 Buncrana Donegal
20 Bundoran Donegal
21 Carndonagh Donegal
22 Donegal Town Donegal
23 Stranorlar Donegal
24 Donabate Dublin
25 Portrane Dublin
26 Lusk Dublin
27 Skerries Dublin
28 Athenry Galway
29 Ballinasloe Galway
30 Clifden Galway
31 Gort Galway
32 Loughrea Galway
33 Killarney Kerry
34 Castleisland Kerry
35 Tralee Kerry
36 Listowel Kerry
37 Thomastown Kilkenny
38 Abbefeale Limerick
39 Newcastlewest Limerick
40 Longford Longford
41 Ardee Louth
42 Ballinrobe Mayo
43 Claremorris Mayo
44 Knock Mayo
45 Dunboyne Meath
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- Town County
46 Clonee Meath
47 Dunshaughlin Meath
48 Kells Meath
49 Navan Meath
50 Trim Meath
51 Bailieborough Monaghan
52 Castleblaney Monaghan
53 Clones Monaghan
54 Nenagh North Tipperary
55 Roscrea North Tipperary
56 Templemore North Tipperary
57 Edenderry Offaly
58 Banagher Offaly
59 Birr Offaly
60 Cahir South Tipperary
61 Carrick on Suir South Tipperary
62 Tipperary Tipperary
63 Cashel Tipperary
64 Blessington Wicklow
65 Kilcoole Wicklow
66 Newtownmounkennedy Wicklow

28/05/2013WRV00750Broadband Services Provision

28/05/2013WRV00800449. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which high quality and high speed broadband is available to a 
person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and his plans for future improvement of broadband 
services in this particular area. [25611/13]

28/05/2013WRV00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-reg-
ulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Kildare, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme.  With basic broadband services widely avail-
able across Ireland, the focus is now on accelerating the roll out of high speed services.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at 
least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s 
target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and 
businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
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erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important mile-
stone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department has recently appointed 
experts to assist in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment.  Intensive 
technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be on-going 
throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including all of County KIldare, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity, through public or 
private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

28/05/2013WRV00950Energy Schemes

28/05/2013WRV01000450. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, En-
ergy and Natural Resources when he will approve the proposal of energy efficient infra-red 
heating panels to be eligible for triple E listing on the ACA scheme. [25751/13]

28/05/2013WRV01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Accelerated Capital Allowance (ACA) Scheme was introduced under Section 46 of the 
Finance Act 2008 as an incentive to encourage companies to procure highly energy efficient 
equipment and in turn assist Ireland in meeting its EU targets for the reduction of carbon emis-
sions.  The scheme, which is overseen by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 
on behalf of my Department and was due to run for a trial period of three years, was extended 
in the Finance Act 2011 for a further 3 years to end 2014. 

The ACA offers an incentive whereby it allows companies to write off 100% of the purchase 
value of qualifying energy efficient equipment against their profit in the year of purchase rather 
than over the normal eight year depreciation period. By encouraging companies to purchase 
energy efficient equipment, the ACA aims to improve the overall energy efficiency of Irish 
companies Additionally it benefits companies, especially Small and Medium Sized Enterprises 
(SMEs), by reducing tax liabilities, increasing cash flows and reducing future energy costs.

SEAI continuously review the eligible technology categories and criteria with a view to 
amending the Triple E (Energy Efficient Equipment)/ACA list of qualifying products as appro-
priate.  Currently the ACA, which has been incorporated into the wider Triple E register, covers 
10 different equipment categories and 52 associated technologies, and only energy efficient 
equipment that meets the relevant eligibility criteria are listed.  Twice a year (April and Novem-
ber) Statutory Instruments (S.I.) are published with the latest updates of eligibility criteria and 
eligible products.  With the publication of the latest Order (SI 123 of 2013), there are now over 
10,000 products on the ACA list. 

Regarding the specific product, namely radiant heaters, the advice to me from the SEAI 
is that the dedicated testing standard for radiant panels (EN 14037) describes a procedure for 
measuring the rated thermal output and the mean surface temperature of the panel but does 
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not describe a procedure for testing the radiant efficiency of the panel.  In the absence of such 
a standardised test procedure for this critical parameter it is not possible to objectively define 
efficiency criteria for their inclusion in the Triple E/ACA database.  Further information on the 
ACA scheme, including the list of ACA categories, eligibility criteria and product register, can 
be found on SEAI’s website – www.seai.ie/aca.

28/05/2013WRV01150Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

28/05/2013WRV01200451. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government with regard to the Private Residential Tenancies Board, if it is the case that pend-
ing litigation on behalf of the PRTB has been and can be carried out subject to the availability 
of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25096/13]

28/05/2013WRV01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in the operational matters of the Private 
Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), an independent statutory body established on 1 Septem-
ber 2004 under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.  The Act regulates the tenant-landlord 
relationship in the private rented residential sector and provides, inter alia, for the enforcement 
of determination orders, where such have not been complied with, by application to the Circuit 
Court by either a party to the determination order or by the Board itself. Given the discretion-
ary nature of this power, the Board exercises it in the context of the circumstances pertaining 
to each case.

28/05/2013WRV01350Foreshore Licences Applications

28/05/2013WRV01400452. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views regarding wind farms in Dublin Bay; if a foreshore licence is required; 
the terms of such a licence; the limits on noise pollution with regard to wind farms; the distance 
of wind farms from the coastline; the guidelines regarding the visual impact of wind farms; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25248/13]

28/05/2013WRV01500497. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to concerns surrounding the proposed devel-
opment of an offshore windfarm off the Kish and Bray banks; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25891/13]

28/05/2013WRV01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 452 and 497 together.

While there are no windfarm applications within Dublin Bay itself, Saorgus Energy Ltd 
lodged an application for a foreshore lease to develop a windfarm on the Kish and Bray Banks 
in 2009. These banks are approximately 10kms from the Dublin and Wicklow coasts.  The com-
pany recently published an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in respect of the proposal, 
which is known as Dublin Array. A public consultation process is currently on-going. However, 
pending publication of the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan, this application will 
not be assessed by my Department or the Marine Licence Vetting Committee.

In order to construct a windfarm on the foreshore, consents from the Commission for En-
ergy Regulation are also required, including a Licence to Generate Electricity and an Authori-
sation to Construct a Generating Station. Planning permission in respect of any land-based 
infrastructure associated with the development is also necessary.  Foreshore lease terms for 
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offshore wind projects address such matters as environmental standards, construction method-
ology, good management of the facility, fees payable as well as standard legal clauses regarding 
issues such as warranties, insurance and indemnities. 

Issues such as noise and visual impact in respect of any specific proposed development are 
investigated in an applicant’s EIS and where applicable, Natura Impact Statement, which are 
made publicly available.  My Department’s assessment of those aspects of a development will 
have regard to the information contained in the EIS, the Offshore Renewable Energy Develop-
ment Plan, the associated Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment as 
well as the best available advice from planning and environmental impact advisors.

28/05/2013WRV01650Election Management System

28/05/2013WRV01700453. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when will he formally respond to the report of the Constitutional Con-
vention to hold a referendum to reduce the voting age to 16 years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25281/13]

28/05/2013WRV01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The First Report of the Convention on the Constitution, which was submitted to the 
Oireachtas on 26 March 2013, contained a recommendation that the voting age should be low-
ered to 16. The Government is considering this recommendation and will provide a response 
in the Oireachtas within 4 months – by 26 July 2013 – in accordance with the resolution of the 
Oireachtas establishing the Convention in July 2012.

28/05/2013WRV01850Motor Tax Collection

28/05/2013WRV01900454. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the so-called sportsman tax (details supplied); 
his plans to reintroduce this measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25358/13]

28/05/2013WRV02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I am presuming that the question refers to the rate of motor taxation applicable to mo-
tor caravans.  In order to obtain this concessionary rate (€102 annually), a vehicle must be 
designed, constructed or adapted as a motor caravan within the meaning of section 130 of the 
Finance Act 1992.  I have no plans to amend the qualifying criteria for taxation, which is de-
signed to ensure consistency with the classification of such vehicles for Vehicle Registration 
Tax purposes and which also reflects classification at European level, or to extend this rate of 
tax to other categories of vehicle.

28/05/2013WRV02050Building Regulations Application

28/05/2013WRV02100455. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government following the commencement date, if he will consider establishing mandatory 
furnishing of fire and accidental damage insurance policies prior to commencement of private 
construction contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25412/13]

28/05/2013WRV02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Contracts for public projects, or private projects in which there are professionals involved, 
are generally based on standard form contracts which typically require, among other things, the 
provision of Employer’s Liability insurance, Public Liability and Contractors All Risk insur-
ance.  In the context of the recently signed Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 
I have signalled that my Department is prepared to explore the scope for project-based insur-
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ance cover for buildings during and after construction as a means of securing effective remedy 
for consumers if and when building failures occur. I have recently written to my colleague, the 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, in this regard given his Department’s role in the 
regulation of the insurance sector and its particular knowledge of trade, competition and con-
sumer protection issues. My Department will advance consideration of this complex matter as 
quickly as possible.

28/05/2013WRV02250Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

28/05/2013WRV02300456. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding supports in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
Dublin 5. [25511/13]

28/05/2013WRV02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability, grants are available to assist households to have 
necessary repairs or improvement works carried out in order to facilitate the continued indepen-
dent occupancy of their homes. Three separate schemes are available; the Housing Adaptation 
Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant Scheme and the Housing Aid for 
Older People Scheme.   

The Mobility Aids Grant Scheme is available to provide grants of up to €6,000 to cover a 
basic suite of works to address the mobility problems of a member of a household. Qualifying 
works include the provision of stair lifts, level access showers, access ramps, grab rails and 
some minor adaptation works to the fabric of the house such as adaptation of downstairs room/
closet to provide sanitary facilities etc.  My Department’s involvement with the Housing Ad-
aptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability relates primarily to the 
recoupment of a proportion of local authority expenditure on the payment of individual grants. 
The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and payment 
of grants to applicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the relevant 
local authority, in this instance Dublin City Council.

28/05/2013WRV02450Motor Tax Yield

28/05/2013WRV02500457. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of motor tax collected for each of the past ten years; and if he will list 
each of the different categories of motor taxation. [25903/13]

28/05/2013WRV02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Total gross motor tax receipts for each year from 2003 through to the end of 2012 are set 
out in the following table.

YEAR TOTAL GROSS MOTOR TAX RECEIPTS 
€m

2003 681
2004 747
2005 802
2006 879
2007 956
2008 1,058
2009 1,057
2010 1,023
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YEAR TOTAL GROSS MOTOR TAX RECEIPTS 
€m

2011 1,010
2012 1,054

Categories of motor taxation are as follows:

- Private vehicles registered before 1 July 2008 (based on engine capacity)

- Private vehicles registered on or after 1 July 2008 (based on carbon emissions)

- Goods vehicles

- Large public service vehicles and youth/community buses

- Off-road dumpers

- General haulage tractors

- Machine/workshop/contrivance vehicles

- Island vehicles

- Agricultural tractors, trench diggers, excavators

- Motor caravans

- Hearses

- Dumpers and forklift trucks

- Taxis and hackneys

- Schoolbuses

- Cycles and Tricycles

- Pedestrian controlled vehicles

- Veteran and vintage.

28/05/2013WRV02650Septic Tank Remediation Scheme

28/05/2013WRV02700458. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider introducing a grant scheme for persons with existing septic 
tanks who wish to connect into main public sewerage schemes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25062/13]

28/05/2013WRV02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On 17 December 2012 I announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide 
financial assistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment 
systems are deemed to require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services 
(Amendment) Act 2012. The grant scheme will only apply to treatment systems which are the 
subject of an Advisory Notice issued by a water services authority following an inspection car-
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ried out under the 2012 Act and based on the EPA’s risk-based inspection plan. Full details of 
the scheme will be set down in regulations which I will make in advance of inspections com-
mencing later this year.  

In December 2012 I also announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes, 
which generally involves connections to public sewer networks, to €6,500 per house or 75% 
of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of grant available was 
€2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser. My Department asked lo-
cal authorities to include in their requests for funding under the 2013 Rural Water Programme 
proposals for group sewerage schemes which might be viable based on the increased grant. Fol-
lowing an examination of the proposals received, with particular regard to the environmental 
justification provided, I approved grant assistance in last March towards a number of these pilot 
schemes. Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be reviewed in due course with a view to 
deciding how best to proceed with the grant scheme.

28/05/2013WRV02850Water Supply

28/05/2013WRV02900459. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government with regard to the algae in Dubin City Council’s water filtration system 
which is leaving some areas of north County Wicklow without water (details supplied) the steps 
his Department will take to ensure a speedy resolution; the projected timeline for the resolution 
of the problem; the interim measures that can be taken to alleviate the inconvenience for those 
affected by the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25086/13]

28/05/2013WRV03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As I indicated in the Topical Issue Debate on this matter on 22 May, my Department has 
no responsibility for, or role in, the management, maintenance or operation of water infrastruc-
ture. However, in view of the problems being experienced in the areas referred to in the Ques-
tion, my Department met with officials from Wicklow County Council and Dublin City Council 
on 27 May.  The Councils have confirmed to my Department that all possible steps are being 
taken to alleviate the problem and that the quantity of water being produced at the Roundwood 
treatment plant has increased in recent days. Wicklow County Council will be using monies al-
located by my Department under the small schemes element of the Rural Water Programme to 
address difficulties being experienced with the water supply in the Kilpedder area.

28/05/2013WRV03050Leader Programmes Funding

28/05/2013WRV03100460. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government when he will release the funding of €90 million to Leader groups under 
the rural development programme 2007-2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25093/13]

28/05/2013WRV03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department recently completed a full review of expenditure under the LEADER ele-
ments of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 (RDP).  As a first step I released €42 
million worth of projects which had been approved by the Boards of the Local Development 
Company’s contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP.  In the event, some €25.5 
million in that category had all the necessary approvals in place to proceed to contract. 

On 20 May 2013 my Department notified all Local Development Companies of their re-
vised allocations under the LEADER elements of the RDP.  This releases the remaining €70 
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million of the revised Programme, estimated at €370 million which includes the balance of the 
€42 million referred to above.  The remaining allocation is inclusive of funding for both proj-
ects and LDC administration.

28/05/2013WRV03250Social and Affordable Housing Provision

28/05/2013WRV03300461. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans to resume the social housing programme in 2013; if he will 
refer specifically to the role that will be played by the voluntary housing and co-operative hous-
ing sector in reducing the lengthy housing list in the coming months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25129/13]

28/05/2013WRV03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published 
in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute 
needs of households applying for social housing support. I am determined to ensure that the so-
cial housing programme optimises the delivery of social housing and the return for the resourc-
es invested. To achieve this, it is essential that we tailor the use of available Exchequer supports 
to prevailing conditions and explore the full range of solutions to address housing needs. 

In terms of addressing the demand for social housing, the financial parameters within which 
we will be operating for the coming years rule out a return to large capital funded construction 
programmes. The Government is committed to responding more quickly and on a larger scale 
to social housing support needs through a variety of mechanisms, including through increased 
provision of social housing. In July 2012 I announced details of a three-year funding pro-
gramme of €100 million to deliver some 800 new units of voluntary and local authority owned 
social housing. I am monitoring expenditure under my Department’s housing programme for 
2013, together with the level of contractual commitments extending into 2014, with a view to a 
decision later this year on approving some limited new construction and house purchases over 
the period to end 2014.

Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding 
models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing but the Government is also 
committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent 
new social housing. Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the 
sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. There is 
also obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective 
of sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with 
the commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA). My Depart-
ment and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to ensure delivery of housing units for 
social purposes.

The housing policy statement identifies approved housing bodies (AHBs) as key partners 
in the delivery of social housing.  This recognises both the constrained funding levels available 
for local authority construction programmes and the capacity and track-record of the voluntary 
and cooperative housing sector. 

The move from capital funded programmes of construction and acquisition by approved 
housing bodies to more revenue funded options presents challenges for AHBs and will take 
some time to be fully agreed and implemented.  As such, I intend to develop a regulatory frame-
work for the sector that will provide support and assurance both to the sector itself and to its 
external partners as it takes on the expanded role envisaged for it in the policy statement and to 
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underline its status as a viable and attractive investment opportunity for financial institutions. 

This framework is being developed in consultation with the sector and it will:

- assist approved housing bodies to develop key governance and management structures to 
facilitate an expanded remit;

- provide independent scrutiny and validation of such bodies’ competences; and

- place sustainable housing management policies and practices at the heart of a coordinated 
approach to the development of the sector.

An important step in this regard will be the publication in the coming weeks of a voluntary 
code for the regulation of AHBs. This code will be a first step towards a statutory regulatory 
framework that will protect the very significant State investment in the sector over the last two 
decades and will provide assistance to those working in the sector to meet the challenges ahead.  
It will serve as a learning opportunity for the sector and for my Department as we develop this 
longer-term statutory framework to best support the enhanced role of AHBs. 

28/05/2013WRV03450Electoral Divisions Report

28/05/2013WRV03500462. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the procedures that are in place if a boundary commission does not fulfil 
its remit as outlined in its terms of reference as set down by him; if he has the power to ask the 
commission to redo boundaries to comply with the terms of reference; the steps a private citizen 
can take to set aside a decision of a boundary committee that has been made outside its terms of 
reference; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25182/13]

28/05/2013WRV03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I established a Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee on 15 November 2012, in ac-
cordance with sections 28, 32 and 33 of the Local Government Act 1991, to review and make 
recommendations on the division of each council area, other than Cork City, into local electoral 
areas, and to make recommendations on the number of members of each council to be assigned 
to each local electoral area. The Committee was requested to submit its report as soon as pos-
sible and, in any event, not later than 31 May 2013.   

The committee was established to make recommendations and therefore the question of 
a private citizen setting aside a decision of the committee does not arise.  In accordance with 
Section 32(2) of the Local Government Act 1991, as amended, I will publish the report of the 
committee and I will have regard to it when making orders dividing counties and cities into lo-
cal electoral areas and fixing the number of members to be elected for each electoral area. This 
will be done in good time for the 2014 local elections. As I said last year, the establishment of 
the committee is an important step in implementing the Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government and in reforming local government structures.

28/05/2013WRV03650Water and Sewerage Scheme Grants

28/05/2013WRV03700463. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government following a recent announcement of a pilot group sewage scheme that is 
being rolled out in a number of areas throughout the country, if he will confirm if there are ad-
ditional funds available to residents in other rural areas in County Leitrim (details supplied) to 
connect to the mains sewage schemes. [25234/13]



28 May 2013

333

28/05/2013WRV03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.  In December 
2012 I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to €6,500 per house or 
75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of grant available was 
€2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.   

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level. My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding under 
the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for group sewerage schemes which might be viable 
based on the increased grant. Following an examination of the proposals received, which did 
not include the scheme referred to in the Question, I approved grant assistance last March to-
wards a number of pilot schemes, including one at Jamestown Rue in Co. Leitrim.  Progress on 
these pilot schemes will be reviewed in due course with a view to deciding how best to proceed 
with the grant scheme.

28/05/2013WRV0850Household Charge Refunds

28/05/2013WRV03900464. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if any house in an area (details supplied) in County Longford received a refund of 
the household charge. [25238/13]

28/05/2013WRV04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge 
system on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.  The information 
requested is not available within my Department; Household Charge operational matters are a 
matter for the Agency or the relevant local authority.

28/05/2013WRV04050Proposed Legislation

28/05/2013WRV04100465. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 199 of 15 May 2013 if he will outline 
the flexibility and restrictions that will be included for postal voters in the Electoral (Amend-
ment) Bill 2013 that will amend the Electoral Act 1992; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25260/13]

28/05/2013WRV04200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As set out in the reply to Question No. 199 of 15 May 2013 the detail of the Electoral 
(Amendment) Bill 2013 will be published when the text is approved by Government.

28/05/2013WRV04250Building Regulations Amendments

28/05/2013WRV04300466. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on a submission (details supplied) regarding a grandfather change in 
the building regulation; if the content can be addressed or is it feasible that the correspondents 
have means available to them to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25313/13]

28/05/2013WRV04400468. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will address concerns raised regarding the grandfather clause in the 
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building regulations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25349/13]

28/05/2013WRV04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 466 and 468 together.

Part 3 of the Building Control Act 2007 sets out the statutory arrangements for the regis-
tration of architects.  A variety of routes to registration are provided for in the Act, including 
specific provision (under section 22) for the registration of practically trained persons who may 
have no academic qualifications or formal education in the discipline of architecture but who 
had been performing duties commensurate with those of an architect for a period of ten years 
prior to the commencement of the Act.

I share the concerns of those who feel that the number of applications to date from practical-
ly-trained architects is less than might reasonably be expected notwithstanding the provision in 
that regard in the Act. I have recently asked Mr Garret Fennell, Solicitor, who is currently serv-
ing as the Chairperson of the Admissions Board relevant to the register of Architects, to carry 
out an independent review of the experience to date in relation to the operation of the register 
with a view to identifying any further improvements that can be made at this point. I have par-
ticularly asked for his recommendations or views on how the registration of practically trained 
architects can be further encouraged. As the review is an independent one it would not be ap-
propriate for me to comment on the proposed submission in this instance and I would advise 
the correspondent to email his views directly to architectsreview@environ.ie, for the attention 
of Mr Fennell.

28/05/2013WRW00150Carbon Budget

28/05/2013WRW00200467. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide details of any carbon credits held by local authorities; the net 
value of these credits; if he will detail any planned investment using carbon credit funds on 
projects like retrofitting of local authority housing; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25336/13]

28/05/2013WRW00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I am not aware of any carbon credits held by local authorities.   I am aware th at one local 
authority received a small allocation of EU carbon emission allowances in relation to an instal-
lation that fell within the scope of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme in the 2008-2012 trading 
period. Management of its responsibilities under the EU trading scheme, including any surplus 
allowances it may have from the 2008-2012 trading period, is a matter for the local authority in 
question and I have no function in the matter. 

Question No. 468 answered with Question No. 466.

28/05/2013WRW00450Leader Programmes Funding

28/05/2013WRW00500469. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when a decision is likely on a Leader application for a project (details supplied) in 
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25351/13]

28/05/2013WRW00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are 35 Local Development Companies contracted, on my Department’s behalf, 
to deliver Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) throughout 
the country and these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of 
project funding. Such decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of 
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the individual groups and in line with Departmental operating rules and EU regulations. My 
Department understands from the Local Development Company charged with the delivery of 
the LEADER elements of the RDP in the area referred to in the Question, that this project was 
presented to the Board of the company on 22 May 2013. I understand the Board will be seeking 
some clarification with regard to eligibility of the project from the Eligibility Review Group 
(ERG) within my Department; however, the ERG has not yet received this request. In this con-
text it is not possible at present to give a definitive date for a decision on this project. 

28/05/2013WRW00650Planning Issues

28/05/2013WRW00700470. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he plans to amend legislation in order to provide for cases in which recom-
mendations of planning inspectors are overruled by the board of An Bord Pleanála; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25378/13]

28/05/2013WRW00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The statutory requirements, in these circumstances, are 
set out in section 34 (10) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 which requires that a 
statement ‘shall indicate the main reasons for not accepting the recommendation in the report 
or reports to grant or refuse permission.’  The Board is not obliged to provide discursive reason-
ing either for a decision that accepts the inspector’s recommendation or for ancillary reasons 
on occasions when it disagrees. There is ample legal precedent upholding this position and the 
Board’s application of the legislation.

28/05/2013WRW00850An Bord Pleanála Remit

28/05/2013WRW00900471. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the procedures in place to ensure that no conflict of interest arises for members 
of An Bord Pleanála in arriving at its decisions on individual planning applications; if he will 
outline the arrangements in place for each member of An Bord Pleanála to declare his or her 
interests and where these are published; and the legislation or other controls that are in place 
where a conflict of interest arises. [25379/13]

28/05/2013WRW01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The main statutory provisions in this regard are set out in 
sections 147 to 150 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. These create the overall frame-
work and section 150 , in particular, provides for a Code of Conduct incorporating this frame-
work. Declarations are recorded in accordance with these requirements.  The Code of Conduct 
is available to be viewed on the Board’s website (http://www.pleanala.ie/about/conduct.htm). It 
should be noted that Board members are also subject to the provisions of the Ethics Acts.   

28/05/2013WRW01050Fire Service Issues

28/05/2013WRW01100472. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on a newspaper article (details supplied) providing clarification in re-
lation to the appointment of new fire officers to Dublin City Fire Brigade; the number of vacan-
cies currently available; the way these vacancies are being advertised; the selection process that 
is being carried out; and the reason this process is not open to external applicants. [25380/13]
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28/05/2013WRW01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department operates a delegated sanction from the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform for implementation of the moratorium in relation to local authorities. Under 
section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each City and County Manager is responsible 
for staffing and organisational arrangements in each Council.  It is a matter for City and County 
Managers, in the first instance, to ensure that the moratorium is implemented while the appro-
priate service levels are maintained.  

Where a local authority identifies a critical post that it cannot fill by way of re-organisation 
or re-assignment it may revert to my Department seeking sanction to fill the post. My De-
partment examines all staffing sanction requests on a case by case basis having due regard to 
the continued delivery of key services in the context of staffing and budgetary constraints. In 
considering sanction requests public safety, maintaining key front line services and economic 
considerations are given precedence.

In relation to the specific posts referenced in the question Dublin City Council propose to fill 
some existing fire-fighter vacancies on a cost neutral basis from within the existing staff cohort 
of Dublin local authorities.  All successful applicants will have to meet the usual standards and 
selection criteria applied in the recruitment of fire-fighters and will have to complete the neces-
sary training. 

I understand that the assessment of staffing need and the proposed recruitment procedures 
were discussed and agreed with trade unions. Furthermore, the recruitment will facilitate the 
implementation of savings measures as part of a comprehensive agreement reached between 
Dublin City Council and unions under the Croke Park agreement. This element of the agree-
ment is expected to produce savings of some €900,000.  

A further recruitment process, that will be open to external candidates, is also proposed by 
Dublin City Council. Under the proposals, successful applicants would be deployed initially as 
Emergency Services Control Room Operators, and would then progress to become fire-fighters 
over a period of time subject to satisfying the usual standards and selection criteria.

The necessary sanctions have been granted by my Department and the recruitment is now a 
matter for Dublin City Council.

28/05/2013WRW01250House Purchase Schemes

28/05/2013WRW01300473. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if persons who hold affordable housing mortgages with local authorities are 
allowed apply to transfer their mortgage to a larger home, if their current home no longer meets 
their family needs due to overcrowding, or due to them having children with special needs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25413/13]

28/05/2013WRW01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Provisions governing mortgage lending by local authori-
ties are set out under the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009 and associated 
credit policy. To ensure effective targeting of resources, loan finance continues to be available 
to first time buyers only. No scheme currently exists which allows for the transfer of a loan to 
another property. An individual is however free to seek access to finance in the private sector 
and in this way to fund a change of home.
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28/05/2013WRW01450Leader Programmes Expenditure

28/05/2013WRW01500474. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is any decision regarding administration of Leader funding in the 
former MFG areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25427/13]

28/05/2013WRW01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta (MFG), the group contracted by my Department to 
deliver Axes 3 & 4 (the LEADER elements) of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) in 
the Gaeltacht areas, went into liquidation on 7 September 2011. Since then my Department has 
been working with the liquidators and other relevant stakeholders to ensure the winding up 
process was conducted in an efficient and effective way. 

In 2012 a new system was put in place whereby the Local Development Companies (LDCs) 
situated in the geographically contiguous areas were contracted to deliver RDP funds to the 
Gaeltacht areas.  The liquidation of MFG inevitably caused delays in project payments and 
approvals. However, the system which my Department put in place is now operational for a 
number of months and the contracted LDCs continue to facilitate the project payment process 
for projects in Gaeltacht areas.

The new companies were required to review the MFG ‘legacy projects’ which they received 
to ensure compliance with the European Regulation and Programme rules, and this has taken 
some time. The revised arrangements for the Erris area will be finalised over the coming weeks 
with the Mayo North East Leader Partnership and my Department.  The rebalancing of the RDP 
is now complete and individual Local Development Companies were notified of their final al-
locations under the Programme on 20 May 2013 . I have ring - fenced €6 million for the former 
MFG areas and for new projects in these areas. At all times, my Department has directed the 
LDCs to pay promptly all MFG contractual commitments properly due and has funded the 
companies in this regard. 

28/05/2013WRW01650Household Charge Collection

28/05/2013WRW01700475. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the percentage of those liable to pay the household charge that have now done so; 
the number that have paid after the original deadline; and the amount of money that has been 
collected in penalties, on a local authority basis. [25514/13]

28/05/2013WRW01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge. The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.

I understand from data provided by the Agency that as of 24 May 2013 the total number 
of registrations for the Household Charge is 1,244,489. Payments have been registered in re-
spect of 1,220,576 liable properties and waivers have been registered in respect of a further 
23,913 liable properties. The number of estimated liable properties for the Household Charge is 
1,620,814, and therefore the compliance rate is in excess of 76.7%

1 January 2012 was the liability date for the Household Charge. Under section 5 of the 2011 
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Act and associated Regulations, liable owners were required to make payment within 3 months 
of the liability date, i.e. by 31 March 2012. I am advised by the Agency that, by 31 March 2012, 
payments were registered in respect of 621,717 liable properties and waivers were registered in 
respect of a further 12,677 liable properties.

The table below, again based on data provided by the Agency, details the penalties collected 
in respect of the Household Charge by local authority area, as of 24 May 2013.

County/City Council Penalties Collected 24 May 2013 - €k
Carlow 99.5
Cavan 108.7
Clare 206.4
Cork City 178.7
Cork County 673.0
Donegal 337.2
Dublin City 656.3
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 189.2
Fingal 382.5
Galway City 99.4
Galway County 301.1
Kerry 228.4
Kildare 305.8
Kilkenny 131.9
Laois 116.9
Leitrim 59.5
Limerick City 79.1
Limerick County 192.9
Longford 64.3
Louth 161.5
Mayo 243.7
Meath 260.6
Monaghan 79.0
North Tipperary 96.6
Offaly 118.1
Roscommon 124.5
Sligo 116.4
South Dublin 338.7
South Tipperary 115.9
Waterford City 75.1
Waterford County 98.8
Westmeath 111.5
Wexford 246.4
Wicklow 173.4

28/05/2013WRW01850Water Charges Introduction

28/05/2013WRW01900476. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government the time frame for the allocation of contracts for water metering roll-out; the 
number of contracts involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25531/13]

28/05/2013WRW02000477. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the estimated number of subcontractors involved in the roll-out of water metering; 
the timeframe for their appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25532/13]

28/05/2013WRW02100478. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the criteria used for the employment of subcontractors in the roll-out of water 
metering; if such criteria will be at the discretion of the main companies engaged in the roll-out; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25533/13]

28/05/2013WRW02200479. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the timeframe for the roll-out of metering across the country; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25534/13]

28/05/2013WRW02300490. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the issuing of contracts for water metering; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25779/13]

28/05/2013WRW02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 476 to 479, inclusive, and 490 together.

 The Government has decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be 
established as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be respon-
sible for the metering programme. The Water Services Act 2013 assigns the necessary powers 
to allow Irish Water to undertake the metering programme.

The procurement process for the metering programme is underway. The criteria for the pro-
curement process were developed by my Department, in consultation with Bord Gáis Éireann, 
to ensure that SMEs have an opportunity to compete for contracts. The process will involve the 
appointment of a number of regional main contractors, with these contracts due to be awarded 
in June.  The main contractors will be invited to select sub-contractors from a pre-qualified 
panel created by my Department.  The closing date for inclusion on this panel has been ex-
tended until 30 June 2013 but there are 158 contractors prequalified to date. The appointment 
of sub-contractors is a matter for the regional main contractor.   

The installation of meter boxes and domestic water meters will commence in July 2013 and 
will be rolled out as quickly as possible thereafter. 

28/05/2013WRW02450Licence Applications

28/05/2013WRW02500480. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views in relation to the recent price increase for dog licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25572/13]

28/05/2013WRW02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The most recent increase in the change for a dog licence took effect from 1 January 2012, 
with the commencement of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act, 2010.  Dog licence charges 
are now at €20 for an annual Dog Licence and €140 for a Lifetime of Dog Licence. Prior to 1 
January 2012 an annual Dog Licence had been €12.70 since 1998; the increase was in line with 
the increase in the Consumer Price index and appropriate given the costs of maintaining dog 
control services.   
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28/05/2013WRW02650Local Authority Funding

28/05/2013WRW02700481. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the implications of circular FIN 03/2009 dated 13 February 2009 entitled 
Control and Monitoring of Local Authorities Contribution to the General Government Balance 
for all local authorities in County Kildare; the way this will affect the authorities in the after-
math of the proposed abolition of town councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25605/13]

28/05/2013WRW02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In February 2009, my Department set out details of the financial requirements for local 
authorities relating to their overall management of capital and current accounts. These require-
ments flow directly from the requirement for Government finances as a whole to be managed 
in accordance with the Stability and Growth Pact established under the Maastricht Treaty, and 
the associated limitation on budget deficits. The local government sector must not impact nega-
tively on the General Government Balance (GGB) in any one year.

The downturn in the economy and substantial pressures on Government funding generally 
require a sharp focus in all sectors, including local government , to ensure effective control and 
management of public finances.  In order to stay within the overall GGB limit, it is necessary for 
local authorities to maintain both their current and capital accounts broadly in balance. The only 
restriction on local authorities is that, in aggregate, capital income equals capital expenditure 
in the year. Balance is only required at an overall level and this allows considerable scope for 
authorities to draw on their existing capital reserves as an element of their overall investment 
programme. The precise manner in which capital and current accounts are managed in order to 
achieve the overall balance necessary is a matter for individual local authorities.

The Action Programme for Effective Local Government - Putting People First, sets out 
Government decisions for a range of local government reform measures including the deci-
sion to replace town councils with a new comprehensive model of municipal governance to 
strengthen local government within counties and address weaknesses and anomalies in the cur-
rent system.  While the Action Programme will have no impact on the requirements I have set 
out for the management of the GGB, I would expect that cost savings will arise from sub-county 
restructuring through operational integration and elimination of duplication.  It is a matter for 
every local authority to determine its own spending priorities in the context of the annual bud-
getary process having regard to both locally identified needs and available resources within the 
GGB limits as set out.

28/05/2013WRW02850Local Authority Housing Issues

28/05/2013WRW02900482. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on whether the Housing Act 1966 is out of date (details supplied). 
[25629/13]

28/05/2013WRW03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no tenant purchase scheme currently open for 
applications under section 90 of the Housing Act 1966.  

Parts 3 and 4 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, which underpin incre-
mental purchase schemes in operation for new local authority houses and local authority apart-
ments, respectively, contain similar provisions applying to the resale of a dwelling during the 
period of a housing authority’s charge on the property (currently 20, 25 or 30 years after sale, 
depending on the income-related discount granted in the particular case).  The housing author-
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ity has first option on purchasing the dwelling at a price that takes account of its outstanding 
charge on the property.  Where the authority does not purchase the dwelling it may refuse to 
consent to a proposed resale to another person where, in the authority’s opinion:

(a) the proposed sale price is less than the current market value,

  (b) the intended purchaser is or was engaged in antisocial behaviour or the intended sale 
of the dwelling would not be in the interest of good estate management, or

  (c) the intended sale would, if completed, leave the seller or any person who might rea-
sonably be expected to reside with him or her without adequate housing.

  Where an incremental purchaser sells the dwelling to a person other than the housing au-
thority, he or she must pay to the authority the value of its outstanding charge on the property.

These measures ensure that the interests of the local community and the housing authority 
are taken into account in the resale of a local authority dwelling within a reasonable period after 
sale and I have no proposals to change the law in this area. 

28/05/2013WRW03050Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

28/05/2013WRW03100483. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress made to date on a sewerage scheme (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25651/13]

28/05/2013WRW03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Donegal (Group B) Wastewater Treatment Plants contract, of which Bundoran is one 
element, is included in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012 
as a contract to start during the lifetime of the Programme.  Donegal County Council’s Tender 
Documents for the contract are under examination in my Department and a decision will be 
made as soon as possible. 

28/05/2013WRW03250Local Authority Housing Issues

28/05/2013WRW03300484. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if there are any plans to use part of the Respond complex on Gracepark Road, 
Dublin, for housing. [25677/13]

28/05/2013WRW03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In May 2000 my Department approved a proposal sub-
mitted by Dublin City Council for the acquisition, by Respond! Housing Association, of High 
Park Convent, Grace Park Road, Dublin 9, for the construction of accommodation for elderly 
and homeless persons. My Department subsequently approved funding under the Capital As-
sistance Scheme (CAS) in December 2001, for the refurbishment of the building and to provide 
65 units of accommodation. Funding of some €12.8 million was provided under the CAS for 
this project, which was largely completed in 2002.

My Department understands that Respond! Housing Association now propose to undertake 
the conversion of the existing 65 bedsit units into one bedroomed apartments for older persons. 
Respond! has commenced the tender process and it is expected that construction will com-
mence in September 2013, with completion and occupation of the units in spring 2014. There 
are no proposals with my Department for the further development of this site.
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28/05/2013WRW03450Local Authority Expenditure

28/05/2013WRW03500485. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in view of the fact that in 2008 Sligo County Council sought approval from his 
Department to the raising of a loan of €6.4 million for a new Sligo museum and an extension to 
the Model Arts and Niland Gallery, that the total capital cost of the new museum and extension 
to the Model and Niland Gallery was an estimated €23.5 million, if his further attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the balance of the capital funding was to be provided by way of a 
contribution of €2 million from the Model Niland Gallery, a grant of €4.6 million from the De-
partment of Arts, Sports and Tourism ACCESS I and II and Government grants of €10.5 million 
from the Gateway Innovation Fund and ACCESS III; if the loan was approved by his Depart-
ment conditional on the balance of the funding being made available from the other sources; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25683/13]

28/05/2013WRW03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the replies to Question Nos. 167 and 779 of 7 March 2013 and 16 April 2013 
respectively, which addressed the position in this matter.

28/05/2013WRW03650Local Authority Finances

28/05/2013WRW03700486. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in view of the fact that his Department, in a letter to the Sligo County Manager 
dated 2 November 2012, expressed concern at the accumulating deficit on the councils rev-
enue account and stated that he would be willing to provide approval for the conversion of the 
council’s then existing overdraft of €7.5 million to a term loan, and further stated that such a 
loan would reduce the council’s banking costs and provide an opportunity for the council to 
reduce its overall debt levels, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that having converted 
the €7.5 million overdraft to a term loan, the county manager at a council meeting on 4 March 
2013 sought approval for a new overdraft of €8.5 million; if his further attention has been drawn 
to the fact that Sligo County Council’s revenue deficit increased by a further €2.45 million in 
2012; if he is of the view that the ongoing conversion of Sligo County Council overdrafts to 
term loans is sustainable; if he intends to approve the proposed new overdraft of €8.5 million; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25684/13]

28/05/2013WRW03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the replies to Question Nos. 161 and 162 of 21 November 2012 in which I indi-
cated that sanction was conveyed to Sligo County Council on 8 November 2012, in accordance 
with Section 106 of the Local Government Act 2001, for the borrowing of €7.5 million by way 
of a term loan. The Council’s overdraft borrowing limit was revised to €4 million in conjunction 
with this sanction. 

It is necessary that local authorities have recourse to overdraft from time to time as capital 
spending is funded in arrears and the timing of local authority income such as commercial 
rates, charges, and rents will not always match expenditure. In line with normal Departmental 
procedures, I conveyed sanction on 25 March 2013 to Sligo County Council to borrow, by way 
of a temporary overdraft, a sum not exceeding €8.5 million.  It remains a requirement for Sligo 
County Council to continue to deal with its finances in a prudent manner. 

28/05/2013WRW03850Local Authority Staff Issues

28/05/2013WRW03900487. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide in tabular form the names of members of the local authority 
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national partnership advisory group from 2002 to 2008; and the agencies they represented. 
[25686/13]

28/05/2013WRW04000488. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the board or organisation that acted for and currently acts as the host agency for 
the local authority national partnership advisory group; the reason information on LANPAG is 
not generally available or available on the worldwide web; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25687/13]

28/05/2013WRW04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 487 and 488 together.

The names of the persons that participated on the Local Authority National Partnership Ad-
visory Group (LANPAG) in the period 2002 to 2008, together with the body each represented, 
is outlined in the table below. The maximum number of participants at any one time is eighteen 
(nine management representatives and nine union representatives).   

  Management

Names - Local Authority Natural Advisory Group (LAN-
PAG)

Chris Gavigan Local Government Management Services Board 
(LGMSB), Joint Chairperson 

Paul Dunne LGMSB 
Declan Naughton LGMSB 
Norah Mason LGMSB 
Aoife Hanly LGMSB 
Frank Kelly Dublin City Council 
Jim Lillis Department of Environment, Community and Local 

Government (DECLG) 
Aidan Kinch DECLG 
Martha Doyle DECLG 
Bernadette Kinsella Offaly County Council 
Ned O’Connor South Tipperary County Manager 
Ned Gleeson Limerick County Manager 
Donal Connolly Waterford County Manager 
chael McLoone Donegal County Manger 
Terry O’Niadh North Tipperary County Manager

Union

Names - Local Authority Natural Advisory Group 
(LANPAG)

Matt Merrigan Services Industrial Professional Trade Union 
(SIPTU), Joint Chairperson 

Brian Byrd SIPTU 
Denis Curtin SIPTU 
Al Butler Irish Municipal Public Civil Trade union 

(IMPACT) 
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Names - Local Authority Natural Advisory Group 
(LANPAG)

Peter Nolan IMPACT 
Shay Clinton IMPACT 
chael McCabe IMPACT 
Alice Hennessy IMPACT 
chael McGinty IMPACT 
Tom Murray IMPACT 
Finbarr Maguire Craft Group of Unions 
Paddy Coughlan Craft Group of Unions 
Joe Byrne Union of Construction Allied Trades and 

Technicians (UCATT) 
Tony Mansfield Amalgamated Transport and General Work-

ers Union (ATGWU) 

LANPAG was initially supported in its activities by the Local Government Management 
Services Board (LGMSB). The Local Government Management Services Board (LGMSB) and 
the Local Government Computer Services Board (LGCSB) have been merged as the Local 
Government Management Agency (LGMA) and it has assumed the LANPAG support role. 
Documents in respect of LANPAG can be accessed on the LGMA website: www.lgma.ie.

28/05/2013WRX0010028/05/2013WRX00150Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

28/05/2013WRX00200489. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the tax claimable allowances available under the non-principal private resi-
dence scheme; and if this has differed between the 2012 and 2013 scheme. [25770/13]

28/05/2013WRX00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The self-assessed Charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties.  
The legislative basis for the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge, as set out in the amended 
2009 Act, has not altered from 2012 to 2013.  A person in receipt of rental income is assessed 
for income tax on the basis of allowable expenses incurred in earning those rents. What consti-
tutes an allowable expense is set out in the Tax Acts. I understand from the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the Charge is not on the list of allowable items in those Acts and therefore it is not 
an allowable expense in computing taxable rental income.  Queries concerning changes to the 
wider tax code which may impinge on the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge should be 
directed to the Minister for Finance.

  Question No. 490 answered with Question No. 476.

28/05/2013WRX00450Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

28/05/2013WRX00500491. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will clarify if persons who have not paid the non-principal private resi-
dence tax will be pursued for back payments if they now register a second adjoining property 
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for the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25840/13]

28/05/2013WRX00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The self-assessed charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. 
Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect the Non-Principal Private Residence 
Charge.

Section 11 of the 2009 Act provides for the sharing and exchange, among certain public 
bodies and local authorities, of information which local authorities may reasonably require for 
the purpose of enabling them to perform their functions under the Act, including the identifica-
tion of liable properties and their owners. Local authorities will continue to work to maximise 
compliance with the 2009 Act. Clearly, in cases where liability for the Non-Principal Private 
Residence Charge does not arise, owners will not be pursued.

28/05/2013WRX00650Environmental Policy

28/05/2013WRX00700492. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to him extending the smoky coal ban to towns in County Wicklow ef-
fective 1 May 2013, if he intends banning smoky coal in other areas (details supplied) in view 
of its proven health benefits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25854/13]

28/05/2013WRX00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan):  In April 2012, I announced a public consultation to inform and assist a review of the 
smoky coal ban.    Following a review of submissions received under this process, I gave effect 
to new consolidating solid fuel regulations, the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution 
and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 326 of 2012).  These Regulations 
introduced a number of improved and updated provisions to ensure that the smoky coal ban re-
mains fit for purpose in safeguarding air quality by limiting harmful emissions of air pollutants 
arising from the use of residential fuels.

The Regulations extended the smoky coal ban to seven new towns with effect from 1 May 
2013. The ban now applies in all towns with a population greater than 15,000 people.  Greystones 
is among the towns added to the ban and the Greystones ban area includes the adjoining village 
of Delgany. Maps of all smoky coal ban areas are available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Atmosphere/AirQuality/SmokyCoalBan/.

Air quality monitoring by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has shown that air 
quality is poorer in towns where the smoky coal ban does not apply. However, smaller smoky 
coal ban areas tend to be less effective, with residents living inside smaller ban areas more eas-
ily able to source smoky coal being sold outside the ban area. As such, the further extension of 
the ban to smaller towns on an individual basis may not be the best approach.

Notwithstanding the regulatory improvements brought about by the new Regulations, I 
recognise that having different standards applying to coal between larger urban and smaller 
urban/rural locations is not ideal, as it results in different levels of environmental protection and 
clean air benefits for people across these different locations. While I have set the challenging 
target of introducing a ban on smoky coal across the State within the next three years, I fully 
recognise the cross-border enforcement difficulties arising, if a national ban is introduced uni-
laterally in the South rather than on an all-island basis.

With this in mind, I announced on 6 May that a joint North-South study is being commis-
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sioned, in collaboration with the Northern Ireland Department of the Environment, to examine 
emissions from residential heating, and in particular, air pollution from residential smoky coal 
in both jurisdictions and the potential policy options to reduce such emissions.  A more effective 
alignment of solid fuel policy and legislation on an all-island basis would support the introduc-
tion of a nationwide smoky coal ban. In addition to the clean air benefits, a nationwide ban 
would facilitate more effective enforcement, promote broader regulatory compliance and help 
to eliminate black market activities.

28/05/2013WRX00850European Union Citizens’ Initiative

28/05/2013WRX00900493. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of dealings with various groups, Irish or otherwise, his Department 
has had regarding the Citizens Initiative; if he will detail the process his Department has in the 
verification of signatures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25855/13]

28/05/2013WRX01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The European Union (Citizens’ Initiative) Regulations 2012 put in place the arrange-
ments necessary for the implementation in Ireland of the European Union Citizens Initiative. 
They designate the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government as the 
Competent Authority for the certification of online collection systems and the verification and 
certification of Statements of Support. In order to be eligible to support a citizens’ initiative, 
signatories of Statements of Support are required to be citizens of the Union and old enough 
to be entitled to vote in elections to the European Parliament. The Regulations provide that the 
register of European Electors and related registration records may be examined to assess the 
eligibility of signatories and the validity of data provided by signatories in Ireland.

To date, no initiative has arisen requiring the verification and certification of Statements of 
Support in Ireland. Other than general telephone queries my Department has had no dealings 
with any group in relation to the European Union Citizen’s Initiative.

28/05/2013WRX01050Leader Programmes Funding

28/05/2013WRX01100494. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason for the delay in approving a lease grant (details supplied). [25858/13]

28/05/2013WRX01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An estimated programme allocation of €370m is available under the Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2007-2013 for allocation to qualifying projects up to the end of 2013.  There 
are 35 Local Action Groups contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the RDP through-
out the country and these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation 
of project funding. Such decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of 
the individual groups and in line with Departmental operating rules and EU regulations.

Projects that request funding of €150,000 or more are required to seek final approval from 
my Department.  The assessment of higher value projects (projects with a grant approval of 
€150,000 or more) usually involves detailed consultations between my Department and the rel-
evant local development company.  It frequently necessitates the provision of further documen-
tation or clarifications.  It may also, in some instances, result in modifications to the project pro-
posed to ensure best value for money and compliance with all the necessary regulations, both 
national and European, governing the activities funded under the programme. These assess-
ments also consider whether the project as proposed addresses the needs of the local community 
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in the best possible way. A number of queries have recently been clarified by the relevant LDC 
with regard to the project referred to in the Question and in this context I would envisage that a 
decision on the project will be communicated to the LDC shortly.

A full and detailed assessment of all projects is essential.  Currently, the LEADER activi-
ties are co-financed by the European Union at a rate of 85% and, accordingly, come within the 
remit of a strict regulatory regime which requires that each project must be compliant before 
any funding is awarded by the LEADER companies.

28/05/2013WRX01250Leader Programmes Funding

28/05/2013WRX01300495. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the funding options available through his Department which may be 
available to support a project (details supplied) in County Meath. [25880/13]

28/05/2013WRX01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): An estimated programme allocation of €370m is available under Axis 3&4 (LEADER) 
of Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2007-2013 for allocation to qualifying projects up to 
the end of 2013. The programme aims to support the diversification of the rural economy and 
improve the quality of life in rural areas. Measures under the programme can provide funding 
for both rural tourism initiatives and initiatives that facilitate the conservation and upgrading of 
the rural heritage. In this context the project referred to in the Question could, in principle, be 
eligible for funding under the RDP.

There are 35 Local Action Groups contracted, on my Department’s behalf, to deliver the 
RDP throughout the country and these groups are the principal decision-makers in relation to 
the allocation of project funding. Such decisions are made in the context of the local develop-
ment strategy of the individual groups and in line with Departmental operating rules and EU 
regulations. Contact details for LDCs can be found on my Department’s website at www.envi-
ron.ie.

28/05/2013WRX01450Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRX01500496. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of funding that has been allocated to purchase the derelict house 
beside Collooney wastewater treatment plant, County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25890/13]

28/05/2013WRX01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has no responsibility for, or role in, the management, maintenance or 
operation of wastewater treatment plants. Water services authorities, in this case Sligo County 
Council, are responsible for the provision of water services.  I understand the property referred 
to in the Question is owned by Sligo County Council.

  Question No. 497 answered with Question No. 452.

28/05/2013WRX01750Unfinished Housing Developments

28/05/2013WRX01800498. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any review of the derelict sites legislation has been conducted by his De-
partment since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25922/13]
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28/05/2013WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee on 
Unfinished Housing Developments to oversee implementation of the Report of the Advisory 
Group on Unfinished Housing Developments, together with the Government’s response to the 
recommendations. The Committee includes representatives from the Irish Banking Federation, 
local authorities, the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA and the construc-
tion sector. Real progress is being made with regard to the public safety works required to im-
prove the living conditions of existing residents on some unfinished estates and the Committee 
is meeting on a regular basis to oversee this effort.

As part of this process a Legislative Review Group has been established. Its remit is to 
review legislation, including the Derelict Sites Act 1990, with a view to assessing the various 
legislative provisions governing this area, and to make recommendations for strengthening or 
amending provisions to take account of the issues associated with unfinished developments, 
where necessary. In regard to the Derelict Sites Act 1990 the Group concluded that the legisla-
tion continues to serve its intended purpose.

28/05/2013WR01950Impounded Vehicles

28/05/2013WRX02000499. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to increase 
the fees to get vehicles that have been seized by An Garda Síochána returned; the last time these 
fees were increased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25537/13]

28/05/2013WRX02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the charges referred to by the  Deputy are currently provided for under the Road 
Traffic Act 1994 (Detention of Vehicles) Regulations 2011.  These Regulations fall within the 
remit of my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and I understand that they 
came into operation on 15 September 2011.

28/05/2013WRX02150Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRX02200500. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will examine if 
it will be appropriate or possible to amend the legislation that established the Property Services 
Regulatory Authority to allow existing property managers who are in business to retain their 
licence to operate if they have at least 120 ECTS credits and are working to get the 240 credits 
required by the legislation in order to maintain employment in the economy. [25576/13]

28/05/2013WRX02300501. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he intends to 
amend the legislation that established the Property Services Regulatory Authority to allow ex-
isting businesses which are in operation and have been registered for at least two years between 
2007 and 2012 to continue to operate provided they are tax compliant. [25577/13]

28/05/2013WRX02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 500 and 501 together.

The Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA) was formally established on 3 April 
2012 pursuant to the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011. One of the main statutory func-
tions of the PSRA is the licensing of property service providers, i.e. auctioneers, letting agents 
and property management agents. The Authority is independent in the performance of its func-
tions.

The 2011 Act provides for the licensing of all persons engaged in the provision of property 
services. Applicants for a Property Services Provider’s licence must meet certain minimum 
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qualification requirements before a licence can be granted, namely minimum academic qualifi-
cation or appropriate experience.

Under the minimum academic qualification requirement a person must have obtained 120 
ECTS credits in a range of specified subjects. The appropriate experience requirement means 
that a person must be able to demonstrate to the Authority that they have been lawfully engaged 
in the provision of the property service, for which they have been seeking a licence, for three 
of the five years immediately preceding the making of their application. The Authority also has 
the discretion to consider both academic qualifications and experience together as qualifying 
a person where the applicant does not individually meet the specific academic and experience 
requirements. Full details of the qualifications requirements are set out in the Property Services 
(Regulation) Act 2011 (Qualifications) Requirements 2012 (S.I. No. 181 of 2012), made by 
the PSRA. The Regulations provide that a licence applicant should have 120 ECTS in specific 
subjects to be academically qualified, or provide appropriate evidence of experience in the pro-
vision of the property service for which the licence is sought.

I have no plans at this time to amend the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011.

28/05/2013WRX02450Magdalen Laundries Issues

28/05/2013WRX02500502. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the mother and baby home that was formerly on Leeson Street, Dublin 2; 
the reasons it is not a part of the Mr. Justice Quirke redress process; his plans that this home be 
included; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25893/13]

28/05/2013WRX02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government decision of 
19 February relates to Magdalen Laundries which were examined by the Inter-Departmental 
Committee set up to establish the facts of State involvement. Judge Quirke has been asked to 
advise on a Scheme of supports for the women who were in these Magdalen laundries. There 
were a wide variety of institutions which had laundries run by different religious congregations 
and no decision has been made to include them all within the scope of the Magdalen Scheme. 
As regards the specific institution referred to by the Deputy, mother and baby homes do not 
come within the remit of my Department or the Government decision of 19 February.

28/05/2013WRX02650Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRX02700503. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current size of the 
board of the Irish Film Classification Office; the current number of vacant positions; the number 
of vacancies that have arisen since March 2011; if these positions were publically advertised; 
the details and qualifications of those who have filled the vacancies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25075/13]

28/05/2013WRX02800504. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current size of 
the board of the Classification of Films Appeal Board; the current number of vacant positions; 
the number of vacancies that have arisen since March 2011; if these positions were publically 
advertised; the details and qualifications of those who have filled the vacancies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25076/13]

28/05/2013WRX02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 503 and 504 together.
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The Irish Film Classification Office does not have a Board. The Head of the Office is the 
Director of Film Classification. The post of Director of Film Classification is a statutory one, 
provided for under Section 2 of the Censorship of Films Act 1923, as amended by the Civil Law 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2008.

In accordance with Section 3 of the Censorship of Films Act 1923, as amended, the Clas-
sification of Films Appeal Board has nine members. The term of office of the Classification 
of Films Appeal Board expired on 21 April 2013 so there are currently nine vacancies on the 
Board. These positions were publicly advertised on 1 March 2013 on both my Department’s 
website and on the website of the Public Appointments Service. The closing date for receipt of 
expressions of interest in those positions was 22 March 2013. I expect to be in a position to an-
nounce appointments to the Classification of Films Appeal Board in the near future.

28/05/2013WRX02950Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRX03000505. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline, 
in tabular form, the number of films appealed to the Classification of Films Appeal Board per 
annum from 2000 to 2012; the number of appeals upheld per annum from 2000 to 2012; the 
number of appeals denied from 2000 to 2012; the total fees charged per annum for appeal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25077/13]

28/05/2013WRX03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the Table hereunder. I should note that from 1 January 2000 to 31 March 
2004, the prescribed fee for an appeal was IR£5 per appeal (or its subsequent euro equivalent), 
which was to be refunded if the appeal was successful. In accordance with the Video Record-
ings Act 1989 (Fees) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 113 of 2004), from 1 April 2004 the prescribed 
fee for an appeal has been €1,000, which is also refundable if the appeal is successful. Accord-
ingly the total fee income in respect of appeals set out in the Table below is the fee income in 
respect of those appeals which were denied in each year.

YEAR NO. OF AP-
PEALS

APPEALS UP-
HELD

APPEALS DE-
NIED

TOTAL FEE 
INCOME 

2000 6 3 3 IR£15
2001 6 3 3 IR£15
2002 3 1 2 €13
2003 4 1 3 €19
2004 1 0 1 €1,000
2005 1 1 0 0
2006 1 0 1 €1,000
2007 3 2 1 €1,000
2008 2 1 1 €1,000
2009 4 4 0 0
2010 1 0 1 €1,000
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 3 3 0 0

28/05/2013WRX03150Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRX03200506. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of as-
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sistant classifiers in the Irish Film Classification Office in 2000, 2005, 2010 and 2013; the 
number of vacancies; his plans for the positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25078/13]

28/05/2013WRX03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Assistant Classifiers in the 
Irish Film Classification Office are appointed in accordance with Section 2(1)(a) of the Censor-
ship of Films (Amendment) Act 1992. Their principal function is to assist the Director of Film 
Classification in the performance of his or her functions. Following the death of one serving 
person in late April 2013, there are currently six persons who serve as Assistant Classifiers in 
the Irish Film Classification Office. The equivalent numbers of persons serving as Assistant 
Classifiers (previously known as Assistant Censors) in the years in question are set out in the 
Table below. It is planned to advertise later this year for expressions of interest from qualified 
persons to potentially serve as Assistant Classifiers in the future.

Year No. of persons serving as Assistant Classifiers
2000 8
2005 11
2010 9
2013 7 (currently 6)

28/05/2013WRX03350Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRX03400507. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular form the number of films classified by the Irish Film Classification Office per annum 
from 2000 to 2012; the rank of classification per annum from 2000 to 2012; the number of films 
banned by the IFCO per annum from 2000 to 2012; the total fees charged per annum for clas-
sification from 2000 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25079/13]

28/05/2013WRX03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the Tables below. It might be noted that the 16 certificate was introduced 
by the then Film Censor in 2004, which is the reason for the extra classification category from 
2004 onwards.

Table 1: Films classified by the Irish Film Classification Office, 2000 - 2012, by rank of 
classification.

Year G PG 12PG 15PG 18 Total No. 
of Films 
classified

2000 20 21 29 72 47 189
2001 27 20 29 75 45 196
2002 17 19 36 73 40 185
2003 11 23 40 91 48 213
Year G PG 12A 15A 16 18
2004 10 31 61 90 7 50 249
2005 14 39 55 71 43 30 252
2006 18 36 53 94 42 22 265
2007 15 51 46 109 41 22 284
2008 21 50 65 86 55 20 297
2009 22 50 56 103 57 19 307
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Year G PG 12PG 15PG 18 Total No. 
of Films 
classified

2010 23 49 66 115 41 23 317
2011 37 37 87 87 51 19 318
2012 27 33 94 116 52 14 336

Table 2: No. of Films Banned by IFCO, 2000 to 2012.

YEAR No. of Films Banned
2000 0
2001 0
2002 0
2003 1 (overturned on appeal)
2004 0
2005 0
2006 0
2007 0
2008 0
2009 0
2010 0
2011 0
2012 0

Table 3: Fees Charged by IFCO for Classification of Films, 2000 to 2012.

YEAR Fees
2000 IR£129,900
2001 IR£120,188
2002 €155,355
2003 €167,917
2004 €246,801
2005 €271,340
2006 €206,186
2007 €247,282
2008 €268,542
2009 €286,409
2010 €305,884
2011 €284,507
2012 €271,394

28/05/2013WRX03550Departmental Bodies

28/05/2013WRX03600508. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular form the number of videos and DVDs classified by the Irish Film Classification Of-
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fice per annum from 2000 to 2012; the rank of classification; the number of videos and DVDs 
banned by the IFCO; the total fees charged per annum for classification from 2000 to 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25080/13]

28/05/2013WRX03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the Tables.

Table 1: Videos/DVDs classified by the Irish Film Classification Office, 2000 - 2012, by 
rank of classification.

Year G PG 12 15 18 Total No. 
of Videos/
DVDs 
classified

2000 1,478 810 564 1,112 588 4,552
2001 1,805 1,137 668 1,123 597 5,330
2002 2,363 1,545 844 1,360 574 6,686
2003 1,986 1,474 984 1,487 573 6,504
2004 2,523 1,686 1,270 1,480 574 7,533
2005 2,916 2,522 1,733 1,869 592 9,632
2006 3,042 2,625 1,872 1,955 432 9,926
2007 2,317 1,855 1,592 1,806 463 8,033
2008 1,977 1,891 1,659 1,915 517 7,959
2009 1,581 1,383 1,468 1,839 419 6,690
2010 1,509 1,006 1,256 1,758 390 5,919
2011 1,353 786 1,162 1,582 390 5,273
2012 1,163 794 1,137 1,692 319 5,105

Table 2: No. of Videos/DVDs Banned or Prohibited, 2000 to 2012.

YEAR No. of Videos/DVDsBanned/Prohibited
2000 134
2001 26
2002 16
2003 16
2004 1
2005 1
2006 1
2007 5
2008 0
2009 0
2010 1
2011 0
2012 0

Table 3: Fees Charged by IFCO for Classification of Videos and DVDs, 2000 to 2012.
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YEAR Fees
2000 IR£426,000
2001 IR£500,790
2002 €622,498
2003 €693,196
2004 €1,503,704
2005 €3,587,272
2006 €3,895,580
2007 €2,708,185
2008 €2,488,901
2009 €1,702,670
2010 €1,827,370
2011 €1,385,668
2012 €1,590,762

28/05/2013WRY00100Film Classification

28/05/2013WRY00200509. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline the 
timeframe for the appointment of a permanent director of the Irish Film Classification Office; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25081/13]

28/05/2013WRY00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Parliamentary Question 775 on 16th January, 2013. The position remains as stated.

Reply to Parliamentary Question 775 of 16th January, 2013.

The post of Director of Film Classification is a statutory one, provided for under Section 2 
of the Censorship of Films Act 1923, as amended by the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2008.  Section 2(3) of the Censorship of Films Act 1923 as amended provides that when-
ever the Director of Film Classification is temporarily unable to attend to his duties, or where 
the office of Director of Film Classification is vacant, the Minister may appoint a fit person 
to perform the duties of the Director of Film Classification, during such inability or vacancy. 
Every person so appointed shall during his appointment have all the powers of the Director of 
Film Classification. In accordance with Section 2(3) of the Act, Mr Ger Connolly, the Deputy 
Director of Film Classification has been appointed to perform the duties of the Director of Film 
Classification, on a full time basis, since the retirement of Mr John Kelleher from the position 
of Director of Film Classification in late 2009. I have no plans to alter this situation at this time.

28/05/2013WRY00400Film Classification

28/05/2013WRY00500510. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on whether 
existing legislation is a sufficient safeguard for film classification in view of the technological 
developments in the intervening years in particular online streaming; and, if not, his plans to 
bring forward legislative proposals to deal with this issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25082/13]

28/05/2013WRY00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Censorship of Films Act 
1923 and the Video Recordings Act 1989 remain robust pieces of legislation which enable deci-
sions on classification or prohibition of film and video works to reflect the prevailing standards 
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within the State.  Online streaming of films as with most internet content does not fall within the 
scope of current legislation. The regulation of such online content is complicated by the fact that 
streamed content may often be provided from servers which are not located in the jurisdiction 
and therefore are not subject to Irish legislation. However, it might be noted that most copyright 
holders of film/DVD works submit their product, regardless of mode of delivery, to the Irish 
Film Classification Office for age classification. Once classified, the age rating and consumer 
advice for such releases are available on the IFCO website, www.ifco.ie. This is an important 
tool, particularly for parents/guardians, in assessing the suitability of viewing material.

I have no specific plans for legislative change in this area. The Deputy will be aware that the 
internet is global in reach and that, as a consequence, there is very limited scope for regulation 
by national authorities.

28/05/2013WRY00700Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRY00800511. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
funding has been reduced to an organisation (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25085/13]

28/05/2013WRY00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since 2008, my Department 
has given grants to a number of local authorities and national organisations to promote the in-
tegration of migrants.  I understand that Meath County Council chose to pass on their grant to 
the body referred to in the details supplied where I understand that it went towards staff costs 
and overheads relating to migrant integration.  This funding was always for a year at a time 
with no commitment to future payments and, with the reduction in Departmental allocations 
including for migrant integration, grants to local authorities have been discontinued with a few 
exceptions.  Because the amount in the relevant subhead of my Department’s Vote in 2012 was 
otherwise committed, funding for Meath County Council could not be considered last year but 
an interim payment of €6,000 was made to the Council in December and further interim pay-
ments of €12,000 have been made this year.  A decision on a further grant will be taken shortly.

28/05/2013WRY01000Crime Levels

28/05/2013WRY01100512. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has undertaken 
any studies of illegal money laundering here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25090/13]

28/05/2013WRY01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department compiled a 
report on money laundering statistics for 2011 in line with obligations under Article 33 of Di-
rective 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the prevention of the use 
of the financial system for the purpose of money laundering and terrorist financing.  The report 
is available on the Department’s Anti-Money Laundering Compliance Unit’s website at http://
www.amlcu.gov.ie

28/05/2013WRY01300Garda Investigations

28/05/2013WRY01400513. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views regarding 
whether the Garda has sufficient resources to tackle white collar crime in view of the marked 
decline in the number of convictions for white collar crime offences since 2003, and in view of 
the Garda Commissioner’s response to this Deputy’s question on this matter when he appeared 
before the Dáil Committee of Public Accounts recently; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25143/13]
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28/05/2013WRY01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can advise the Deputy that all 
members of An Garda Síochána may be tasked with investigating crime including incidents of 
fraud-related white collar crime as appropriate.  Specialist assistance is provided by the Garda 
Bureau of Fraud Investigation (GBFI) where required and I have been assured by the Com-
missioner that sufficient resources are allocated to the GBFI.   In addition, the Criminal Assets 
Bureau has also been active in targeting the proceeds of deception, fraud, money laundering, 
bribery and corruption and other types of criminal activity commonly referred to as “white col-
lar crime”.

The conviction rate for any given category of offence relates in the first instance to the out-
come of the criminal prosecution process and the Deputy will appreciate that my role does not 
extend to the bringing of prosecutions, or indeed to the determination of guilt, which is a matter 
for the courts.   In relation to the trends which may be observed from the official crime figures 
published by the Central Statistics Office, as I have previously observed in responding to the 
Deputy, it is important to note in interpreting figures for detection and conviction rates that the 
investigation, detection and prosecution of any offence may take a number of years and the 
circumstances and complexity of any given case may vary considerably.  Great caution should 
therefore be exercised in comparing, as the Deputy appears to do, conviction rates for offences 
recorded in 2003 and those recorded up to 2011, which is the latest year for which the CSO have 
published such detailed data.

However, I am of course concerned to ensure that the investigation and detection of fraud 
and white collar offences is as effective as it can be and that An Garda Síochána has available 
to it the necessary legislative and other supports to this end.  I continue to attach the highest 
priority to the full investigation of these offences and bringing the perpetrators of such crimes to 
justice. Shortly after taking up office I moved urgently to introduce additional legislation in this 
area which was enacted as the Criminal Justice Act 2011, and provides vital assistance to An 
Garda Síochána in the completion of current white collar crime investigations as well as pro-
viding assistance to them in future investigations. The Garda Commissioner is aware that any 
further legislative proposals he might have which would assist in the investigation and detec-
tion of white collar crime, or of fraud offences generally, will be positively considered by me.

I am briefed on an ongoing basis by the Garda Commissioner on the progress of the major 
white collar crime investigations which are underway and remain fully confident that An Garda 
Síochána has the capacity to confront crime in all of its manifestations.

28/05/2013WRY01600Garda Records

28/05/2013WRY01700514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will en-
sure that a Garda record is amended in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. 
[25144/13]

28/05/2013WRY01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the maintenance and, where necessary, the amendment of Garda records is a matter in the 
first instance for the Garda authorities.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the matter 
referred to by the Deputy has been brought to the attention of local Garda management and that 
it is receiving appropriate attention.

28/05/2013WRY01900Proposed Legislation

28/05/2013WRY02000515. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
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outline, in respect of banking consumers who suspect that they have been mis-sold financial 
products in recent years, he has any immediate plans to implement the recommendation of the 
Law Reform Commission and reform the limitation period applicable to contract law in respect 
of the Statute of Limitations which may have a bearing on the mis-selling of financial products 
by financial institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25146/13]

28/05/2013WRY02100528. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views of the mis-
selling of payment protection insurance and linked products by all lenders; if he will consider 
moving the statute of limitations that applies in this respect; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25558/13]

28/05/2013WRY02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 515 and 528 together.

The mis-selling of financial products has been a matter of ongoing public concern and has 
been raised by consumer groups and the media as well as in successive reports of the Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman whose Office has previously noted that “the current economic cli-
mate has affected many consumers across the range of complaints received, however it is most 
pointedly seen in the complaints regarding investments products. The main area of complaint 
with regards to investments is the alleged mis-selling of these policies. This complaint type 
accounted for over 37% of investment complaints for the period 2007-2010. The majority of 
complaints relate to the consumers’ contention that they were sold unsuitable products.”

More recently, in its bi-annual review for July to December 2012, the Office of the Financial 
Services Ombudsman has again highlighted the mis-selling of financial products in noting that, 
“Payment Protection Insurance (PPI) complaints, representing 32% of all insurance complaints 
in 2012, have increased by 216% on 2011 figures” (from 405 in 2011 to 1280 in 2012), and that, 
“in general, the main feature of the complaints concern the suitability of PPI for the consumer 
and the consumer’s knowledge or lack thereof that they agreed to and paid for the product in the 
first instance.” I am also aware that the Central Bank has sought a review by banks of the sale 
of PPI and the refund of customers who could never claim under that insurance as purchased.

While not under the aegis of my Department, the Financial Services Ombudsman was estab-
lished under the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland Act 2004 and became 
operational on 1 April 2005. It is a statutory body funded by levies from the financial service 
providers. The Financial Services Ombudsman can investigate, in an impartial and independent 
manner, complaints from individual customers and small businesses who have unresolved dis-
putes with Financial Service Providers who are either regulated by the Financial Regulator or 
are subject to the terms of the Consumer Credit Act 1995. 

Under current law, the Financial Services Ombudsman may not investigate a matter which 
occurred more than six years before the complaint is made. This is in line with the limitation 
period for most civil claims in the courts, including contract. This limitation period is provided 
for under section 57BX of the Central Bank Act of 1942, as amended by section 16 of the Cen-
tral Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland Act 2004. The relevant provision states:

“(3) A consumer is not entitled to make a complaint if the conduct complained of—

(a ) is or has been the subject of legal proceedings before a court or tribunal, or

(b ) occurred more than 6 years before the complaint is made, or

(c ) relates to a matter that is within the jurisdiction of the Pensions Ombudsman, or

(d ) is of a class prescribed by Council.”
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I would also point out that the statutory functions of the Financial Services Ombudsman 
Council include the keeping under review of the efficiency and effectiveness of the Office of 
the Ombudsman and advising “the Minister for Finance, either at the Minister’s request or at 
its own initiative, on any matter relevant to the Ombudsman’s operation”. It would seem, there-
fore, open to the Council to make any relevant recommendations concerning the current limita-
tion period that it considers appropriate to the Minister for Finance - who will be best placed 
to consider the appropriateness of such a change in relation to overall Government policy as 
it applies to financial services. I am also aware that a different approach has been taken to this 
issue in the United Kingdom. While consumers in that jurisdiction must bring complaints to the 
Financial Ombudsman Service within six months of the final response letter from the business 
concerned, no limitation period applies to the matters on which the complaints are based. 

The Law Reform Commission has made recommendations in relation to enhancing the co-
herence of the broader limitation of actions regime in its Report on the Limitation of Actions of 
December 2011 and in relation to the limitation period applicable to contract law which could 
have a bearing on the matters raised. I will be happy to take account of these recommendations 
in any proposals for legislation that I may develop on periods of limitation in the future. In rela-
tion to directly addressing the issue of mis-selling raised by the Deputies, this will, in the first 
instance, have to take account of any relevant developments in core sectoral policy between 
the Office of the Financial Services Ombudsman, its Council, and the Minister for Finance. To 
date, I have not been made aware of any developments or proposals in this regard. However, 
I will take the opportunity to raise the Deputies’ concerns with my colleague in Cabinet, the 
Minister for Finance, as regards the policy position of his Department in relation to a change in 
the limitation period applicable to the mis-selling of financial products.

28/05/2013WRY02300Garda Investigations

28/05/2013WRY02400516. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress made 
on the various reports requested by his office in relation to a case (details supplied); when they 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25158/13]

28/05/2013WRY02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the investigation into the matter referred to by the Deputy is ongoing.  I hope 
that the Deputy will therefore appreciate that it would be inappropriate for me to comment fur-
ther at this time.

28/05/2013WRY02600Homophobic Crime

28/05/2013WRY02700517. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
include homophobic violence in the remit of Cosc; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25239/13]

28/05/2013WRY02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Cosc, the National Office for 
Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence, has as its remit domestic, sexual and gender-
based violence against the adult population and older people living in the community. Inter-
partner violence against members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender communities is 
covered under the remit of Cosc and is mentioned specifically on its website under the heading 
What is intimate partner violence? which states:”IPV is experienced by all nationalities, educa-
tion levels and ages and can occur in dating relationships, marriages or long term gay or lesbian 
relationships, often even after the relationship has ended”.

Earlier this year Cosc supported a Union of Students of Ireland (USI) nationwide study of 



28 May 2013

359

students’ experiences of harassment, stalking, violence and sexual assault. The study is based 
on the successful UK Union of Students Hidden Marks survey, and, inter alia, explores the 
experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students of such violence. The research 
analysis is currently underway and publication of the full report is expected shortly.  However, 
general violence in the community does not fall under the remit of Cosc. Its prevention and in-
vestigation is primarily the responsibility of An Garda Síochána. The Garda Síochána Victims 
Charter promises to manage cases involving members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgen-
der community with sensitivity and, where appropriate, to refer the individuals involved to a 
Gay Liaison Officer within the Garda Síochána.

28/05/2013WRY02900Garda Deployment

28/05/2013WRY03000518. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
community gardaí in each Garda station in County Wicklow; the number of vacancies for the 
positions in each Garda station in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25261/13]

28/05/2013WRY03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This alloca-
tion of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 30 April 2013, the latest 
date for which figures are readily available, the personnel strength of the Wicklow Garda Divi-
sion was 334 with 20 Gardaí assigned specifically to Community Policing duties as shown on 
the table below. There are also 35 Garda Reservists and 21 civilian staff attached to the Wick-
low Garda Division. The Deputy will be aware that all Gardaí have responsibility, inter alia, to 
deal with Community Policing issues as and when they arise. 

Station Community Gardaí
Bray 9
Blessington 1
Baltinglass 1
Greystones 5
Arklow 1
Newtownmountkennedy 1
Wicklow 2
Total 20

28/05/2013WRY03200Equality Issues

28/05/2013WRY03300519. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to amend the Equal Status Act in order that it will apply to those under 18 years of age; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25290/13]

28/05/2013WRY03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under Section 3(3) of the 
Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2012, a person who is less than 18 cannot bring a claim of discrimina-
tion on the age ground. Equally, a person who is 18 or over cannot bring a claim of discrimina-
tion on the age ground  which is based on a comparison with a person aged less than 18. For ex-
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ample, an adult cannot seek children’s fare on a bus.  I would emphasise, however, that the Acts 
do apply to discrimination against under 18s based on the other eight grounds. It is, therefore, 
possible for a young person to bring a claim of discrimination based on race, gender, sexual 
orientation, membership of the Traveller community etc. Such complaints have in fact been 
dealt with by the Equality Tribunal. It is not correct to say that the Acts exclude young people.

The Equal Status Act has been amended twice to make changes in the way it impacts on 
young people. The law was clarified in relation to the regulation of access to licensed premises 
by persons under 18 years of age and the conditions under which it is permissible to set an age 
limit for the purchase of liquor higher than 18 years. The Equal Status Act was also amended 
to apply it to discrimination on the age ground in the provision of motor vehicle insurance to 
drivers under 18 years of age.

The reason for excluding under 18s from claiming discrimination on the age ground is 
that 18 is a standard cut-off for access to many services. For example, it is the age of major-
ity, the age at which contractual commitments are fully enforceable, the age for sale of drink, 
etc.  It would be impractical to extend the age ground to under 18s as this would necessitate the 
provision of an extraordinary number of exemptions within the legislation and would entail a 
revisiting of virtually every area of the Equal Status Act. It would also mean that, in principle, 
it would no longer be permissible to give any preference (such as a reduced price) to young 
people.  There are clearly important issues of protection for children involved here.  A general 
application of the age ground to persons under 18 would not be practical or appropriate.

28/05/2013WRY03500Legal Services Regulation

28/05/2013WRY03600520. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his pro-
posals to amend the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 with regard to the appointment of lay 
persons to the board of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority announced at the recent annual 
conference of the Law Society; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25291/13]

28/05/2013WRY03700521. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the re-
ported amendments to the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 will set out the process, means 
and criteria by which the Law Society of Ireland and Bar Council of Ireland will select lay 
members for nomination to the board of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25292/13]

28/05/2013WRY03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 520 and 521 together.

The Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 gives legislative expression to the commitment in 
the Programme for Government to “establish independent regulation of the legal professions to 
improve access and competition, make legal costs more transparent and ensure adequate pro-
cedures for addressing consumer complaints”.  Furthermore, as a sectoral objective under the 
EU/IMF/ECB Troika Memorandum of Understanding, it supports the objectives of structural 
reform, national competitiveness and early economic recovery, building on the relevant recom-
mendations of the Legal Costs Working Group and the Competition Authority. The Bill, which 
has completed Second Stage, is due to commence Committee Stage in July.

From the outset, and as evident from the provisions of Part 2 of the Bill as published, it is 
permeated by the principle of lay representation and I will be developing this and other aspects 
of the Bill further in the course of Committee Stage. It has never been stated or intended that the 
Law Society or the Bar Council would select lay members of the new Legal Services Regula-
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tory Authority - indeed, this would run contrary to the Bill’s policy objective of more indepen-
dent regulation of the legal professions and of legal costs.

As I have previously indicated in my statement to the House at the closing of the Bill’s Sec-
ond Stage and on numerous occasions since, including more recently at the Law Society, I will 
be bringing forward amendments to the Legal Services Regulation Bill at Committee Stage to 
enhance and copper-fasten the independence of appointment of members of the Legal Services 
Regulatory Authority - a majority of whom shall be lay persons. I will be proposing that this 
be done by means of nominating bodies among whom will be numerous bodies of relevance to 
the mandate of the new Regulatory Authority in addition to the legal professional bodies.  In a 
similar vein, I will be enhancing the modalities of appointment of members to the Complaints 
Committee and of the Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal. I also intend to bring forward 
an amendment to stagger the appointment of members of the Authority to ensure its continu-
ity and minimise the scope for external interference by a wholesale reconfiguration. Taken 
together, these amendments will put to rest previously voiced concerns about the independence 
of the new regulatory regime. As I have previously stated, details of these amendments will be 
made available in advance of Committee Stage.

28/05/2013WRY03900Garda Corruption

28/05/2013WRY04000522. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any members of An 
Garda Síochána have been charged and convicted in court with making false statements or per-
jury and convicted of these allegations; and if so, the names of same and the dates. [25309/13]

28/05/2013WRY04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not available at present and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

28/05/2013WRY04200Visa Applications

28/05/2013WRY04300523. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of an application for family reunification in the case of persons 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25314/13]

28/05/2013WRY04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Based on the information sup-
plied by the Deputy, I am informed by officials in my Department that there is no record of a 
current visa application for the purposes of family reunification in relation to the persons re-
ferred to.  When completing an on-line visa application the applicant is assigned a unique visa 
transaction number. This detail must be provided where a query on the status or other enquiry 
regarding a visa application arises.  The provision of this unique visa transaction number en-
sures that accurate and current information is provided to the authorised enquirer.  Perhaps if 
the Deputy could provide the relevant detail to Officials in the Visa Office then an update could 
be provided.

Comprehensive information on the visa application process is available on the website of 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (www.inis.gov.ie).  Queries in relation to the 
status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the INIS by e-mail using the 
Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service 
enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek informa-
tion by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail 
service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate 
or too long awaited.
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28/05/2013WRY04500Naturalisation Applications

28/05/2013WRY04600524. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of citi-
zens per year, in each of the years from 2002 until 2012 inclusive, who have renounced their 
Irish citizenship, by declaration of alienage or otherwise; the broad reasons for same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25342/13]

28/05/2013WRY04700525. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of citi-
zens per year, for each of the years from 2002 until 2012 inclusive, who have had their Cer-
tificate of Naturalisation revoked by him; the broad reasons for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25343/13]

28/05/2013WRY04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 524 and 525 together.

Under the provisions of Section 21 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 as sub-
stituted by Section 7 of the 1986 Act, an Irish citizen of full age who is or is about to become a 
citizen of another country and is ordinarily resident outside the State, may renounce their Irish 
citizenship by lodging with me a declaration of alienage in the prescribed manner to that effect.  
Declarations of alienage are accepted where evidence is provided of acquisition of another citi-
zenship or in a case where another citizenship is already held, cessation of Irish citizenship is 
effected from date of a declaration.  The numbers of those who submitted such a Declaration for 
the years 2002 to 2012 are 37, 38, 25, 33, 17, 27, 14, 32, 24, 30 and 32 respectively.

Section 19 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended provides that the 
Minister may revoke a certificate of naturalisation in certain circumstances principally related 
to procurement of citizenship by fraud, if the person has lived permanently abroad for a period 
of 7 years (and not registered with an embassy or consular office abroad) or has acquired citi-
zenship in another country except by way of marriage or entry into a civil partnership.  I can 
inform the Deputy that for the period involved there have been no cases where a Certificate of 
Naturalisation has been revoked by either myself or my predecessors.

28/05/2013WRY04900Data Protection

28/05/2013WRY05000526. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on 
the finding of inappropriate access to PULSE as outlined in the Annual Report 2012 of the Data 
Protection Commissioner including steps taken to address this issue subsequent to the report 
and previously; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25437/13]

28/05/2013WRY05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I appreciate the concern of the 
Data Protection Commissioner that the Garda PULSE system has been accessed by Garda per-
sonnel for inappropriate purposes.  As the Deputy will be aware, the management of the PULSE 
system is an operational matter which is undertaken by the Garda Commissioner and the Garda 
authorities have indicated that they are fully committed to ensuring that the appropriate data 
protection requirements are met by the Force.  This is an area which is the subject of on-going 
contact between the Garda authorities and the Data Protection Commissioner.  

I have been informed that  provision has recently been made within An Garda Síochána 
for the introduction of a comprehensive new system to strengthen the supervision of access to 
PULSE.  This system places specific monitoring responsibilities on Superintendents to require 
Garda personnel to account for their access, by reference to the business reasons involved.  In 
addition, arrangements have been made under the new structure for access to PULSE to be au-
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dited by the Garda Professional Standards Unit in six Garda Districts each month, on a rolling 
basis.  I also understand that the Garda authorities have issued instructions to all members of 
the Force requiring them to provide in every case a full explanation, in the relevant field, when 
enquiries are made on the PULSE system.

28/05/2013WRY05200Domestic Violence Policy

28/05/2013WRY05300527. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of personnel allocated to the domestic violence and sexual assault investigation unit of the Na-
tional Bureau of Criminal Investigation in all years since 2008; his plans to adjust the current 
number of personnel in the investigative unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25445/13]

28/05/2013WRY05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The allocation of all resources, 
including personnel, within the Force rests with the Garda Commissioner, in consultation with 
his senior management team. Resource levels are constantly monitored, in conjunction with 
crime trends and other demands made on An Garda Síochána. The situation is kept under con-
tinuing review to ensure optimum use is made of these resources and the best possible Garda 
service is provided to the public.  I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the 
personnel strength of the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Investigation Unit on 31 De-
cember 2008 to 2012 and on 23 May 2013, broken down by rank, was as set out in the table.

Year D/Supt D/Insp D/Sgt Sgt D/Gda
23/05/2013 1 2 3 1 14
31/12/2012 1 1 4 0 14
31/12/2011 1 2 4 0 14
31/12/2010 1 2 3 1 14
31/12/2009 1 1 1 1 6
31/12/2008 1 1 2 0 8

Question No. 528 answered with Question No. 515.

28/05/2013WRY05600Road Safety Issues

28/05/2013WRY05700529. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
accident on the N21 at Garryduff Cross, Newcastle West, County Limerick, on 12 September 
2010 in which three people lost their lives; if he is satisfied that a full investigation was car-
ried out; and his further views on whether it was acceptable that there were delays of up to ten 
days in interviewing the driver and three occupants of the car involved which hit the minibus. 
[25562/13]

28/05/2013WRY05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can assure the Deputy I 
am conscious of the deep distress experienced by the relatives and friends of the deceased in 
such tragic circumstances.  The Deputy will appreciate that I have no direct role in relation to 
the management of Garda investigations or indeed, the prosecution or trial of charges. I am, 
however, assured by the Garda authorities that the fatal collision referred to was the subject of 
a thorough examination by experienced Garda investigators and specialised personnel which 
included a detailed forensic examination of the scene, the gathering and analysis of witness 
accounts and technical examination of the vehicles.  I am informed that a comprehensive and 
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detailed file was submitted to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) for consideration who, 
in this case, returned a direction of prosecution of an individual for having no insurance and for 
failing to produce insurance documents.  As the Deputy will appreciate, the DPP is independent 
in the exercise of prosecutorial functions and I have no role in this regard.

28/05/2013WRZ00150Firearms Licences

28/05/2013WRZ00200530. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline in 
tabular form the number of firearm licences issued and renewed per annum from 2005 to 2012 
on a county basis; the number of applications refused per annum, on a county basis; the crite-
ria given for the refusals; the total number of gun licences currently in the State; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25566/13]

28/05/2013WRZ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As it has not been possible to 
compile the information requested by the Deputy in the time available, I have asked the  Garda 
Commissioner for a report on the matter and will write to the Deputy when it becomes avail-
able.

28/05/2013WRZ00350Firearms Licences

28/05/2013WRZ00400531. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans, if any, to 
review the criteria for the refusal of firearm licences to encompass medical assessments; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25567/13]

28/05/2013WRZ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
section 4 of the Firearms Act 1925, as amended, outlines the conditions subject to which a fire-
arm certificate may be granted by an issuing person.  It includes a provision that an applicant 
may be asked to supply information requested in the application form and such further informa-
tion as the issuing person may require.  The provision includes, the power to make enquiries in 
relation to an applicant’s medical history if the issuing officer, in most cases a Superintendent, 
considers it necessary when considering an application for a firearm certificate.  While the Fire-
arms Acts are being kept under review, I have no proposals for a change, at present, in relation 
to the matter referred to by the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRZ00550Firearms Licences

28/05/2013WRZ00600532. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has been in-
formed of firearm licences with incorrect expiry dates being issued across the country; if so, 
the steps he has taken to address this problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25568/13]

28/05/2013WRZ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As it has not been possible to 
compile the information requested by the Deputy in the time available, I have asked the  Garda 
Commissioner for a report on the matter and will write to the Deputy when it becomes avail-
able.   

28/05/2013WRZ00750Intestate Estates

28/05/2013WRZ00800533. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
citizens who die here annually without having made a will; if there is a breakdown of age for 
these persons; his views on whether efforts should be made to encourage persons to make a 
will; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25649/13]
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28/05/2013WRZ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): No data are available on the 
number of citizens that have made a will or the age profile of those who have not done so.  The 
annual report of the Courts Service for 2011 indicates however that of the 16,350 applications 
made to the Probate Office during that year, 12,520 (76.5%) arose from cases where a will had 
been made and 3,820 (23.5%) were in respect of cases of intestacy.  The Succession Act 1965 
contains specific provisions governing the distribution of the estates of deceased persons in 
such cases of intestacy.  Solicitors are normally in the best position to advise their clients on the 
merits of making a will and the need for due care when doing so.  The Law Society also gener-
ally promotes the making of wills.  Useful information on the making of wills is available from 
a number of public sources including, in particular, the web site of the Citizens Information 
Board, www.citizensinformation.ie.

28/05/2013WRZ00950Garda Vetting Applications

28/05/2013WRZ01000534. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps that have 
been taken to ensure that the whole process of Garda vetting can be speeded up (details sup-
plied). [25652/13]

28/05/2013WRZ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit, GCVU, provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland, 
registered with the unit for this purpose, which employ personnel to work in a full-time, part 
time, voluntary or student capacity with children and / or vulnerable adults.  The unit processed 
approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012.  The cur-
rent average processing time for applications is approximately 12 weeks from date of receipt.  
However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on particular 
applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  All organisations 
registered for Garda vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the receipt of Garda 
vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection process.

I remain in ongoing contact with the Garda Commissioner as to how best the service can 
continue to be delivered and improved upon, while at all times protecting the integrity of the 
process.  Clearly, the protection of children and vulnerable adults is the primary objective of the 
GCVU and this must remain the case.  The possibility of introducing an e-vetting system has 
been assessed and the Garda authorities are now in the process of developing a system which 
will enable vetting applications to be submitted electronically through a secure web service.  In 
addition, the system will facilitate the checking and monitoring of applications.  The relevant 
work is being pursued on a priority basis and it will be completed as quickly as possible.

The Garda Commissioner has informed me that there are currently one Superintendent, 
two Sergeants and approximately 113 civilian personnel assigned to the GCVU.  This civilian 
complement includes 23 staff recently transferred from Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine who are undergoing the required training course.  A further nine personnel were al-
located to the GCVU on 13 May 2013 and an additional six will take up positions on 31 May 
2013.  When these staff have been fully trained on the vetting process I expect there will be a 
positive effect on vetting times.  My Department is also examining the scope for the redeploy-
ment of additional personnel from within the public service to the unit.

28/05/2013WRZ01150Re-interment of Volunteers

28/05/2013WRZ01200535. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will in-
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struct his Department to help locate the remains of the patriot Thomas Kent on the grounds of 
Cork Prison; if he will work with the Kent family in re-interring any located remains in a more 
appropriate resting place and that this be done in time for the centenary commemorations of the 
Easter Rising. [25656/13]

28/05/2013WRZ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Prison Service is 
cognisant of the fact that the remains of Thomas Kent are the only remains of a leader of the 
1916 Rising still interred in the grounds of a prison.  In the context of the proposed development 
of a new prison in Cork it is the intention of the Irish Prison Service, subject to the agreement 
of the Kent family and to the necessary permits being obtained, to have his remains located, 
exhumed and re-interred at a fitting location.

28/05/2013WRZ01350Garda Stations Closures

28/05/2013WRZ01400536. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for 
a facility (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25750/13]

28/05/2013WRZ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Commissioner’s policing plan for 2013, which I laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas 
on 5 December 2012, set out plans for the closure of a number of Garda stations around the 
country in 2013.  In that context, Lauragh Garda Station was closed on 31 January 2013.  The 
objective of modernising and re-calibrating the Garda station network is to ensure that Garda 
resources are used in the best and most efficient way possible, in both rural and urban areas, 
to the benefit of all law-abiding people who reside in this State.  The freeing up of gardaí from 
desk duties will increase the number of gardaí available for front-line policing.  Nationally, 
revised policing arrangements will result in an additional 61,000 operational policing hours in 
2013.

The allocation of all Garda resources, including personnel, is a matter for the Garda Com-
missioner, in consultation with his senior management team.  Resource levels are constantly 
monitored, in conjunction with crime trends and other demands made on the Garda Síochána.  
The situation is kept under continuing review to ensure optimum use is made of these resources 
and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

Kenmare Garda station provides a local policing service to the Lauragh area and I have 
been informed by the Commissioner that the personnel strength, on 30 April 2013, of Kenmare 
Garda station was ten.  The district headquarters is located in Killarney and the strength of that 
district at the end of April was 104.  There are also ten Garda reservists and nine civilians at-
tached to the Killarney Garda district.

28/05/2013WRZ01550Peace Commissioners

28/05/2013WRZ01600537. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
that there is an adequate number of peace commissioners in the town of Tralee, County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25769/13]

28/05/2013WRZ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Peace commissioners are ap-
pointed under section 88 of the Courts of Justice Act, 1924.  It is open to anyone to seek nomi-
nation to this office and all such requests for appointment are considered by me.  The Garda 
authorities may also request an appointment in the public interest when they believe there is 
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an essential need for a further appointment.  There are 24 peace commissioners entered on the 
current roll of peace commissioners as residing in the Garda sub-district serving Tralee.  One 
application for appointment is under consideration at present.  It must be taken into account 
however that peace commissioner records are appointment based and every effort is made to 
maintain an accurate record of active peace commissioners.  The Department is reliant on peace 
commissioners individually and other interested parties to advise of changes which may occur 
subsequent to appointment.  Peace commissioner records are maintained by reference to the 
Garda administrative areas in which peace commissioners reside.

28/05/2013WRZ01750Passport Controls

28/05/2013WRZ01800538. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the opening hour 
restrictions that are in place at the self service passport control facilities as part of the immigra-
tion services in Dublin Airport; if he is considering making provision for this to be used on a 24 
hour basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25856/13]

28/05/2013WRZ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service, INIS, recently commenced a six-month trial of automated border control 
gates, e-gates, at Pier A/D of Terminal One in Dublin Airport.  The e-gates offer certain cat-
egories of arriving passengers - passport holders from EU states including Ireland, EEA states 
and Switzerland who are over 18 years of age and hold a first generation biometric passport i.e. 
with an electronic chip which contains the holder’s facial image - a self-service type channel to 
clear immigration control.  The purpose of the trial is to test the suitability of this technology 
for use at Dublin Airport with a view to providing a more secure and efficient means for clear-
ing passengers through immigration control.  The results of the trial will be evaluated before a 
decision is taken on the future use of such technology in the border control process, including 
the hours of operation.

For the trial period the gates will operate between the times of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. which has 
been agreed for the purposes of testing and evaluating the technology.  While the gates in ques-
tion have only been in operation for a little over a month and for the restricted hours as outlined, 
the general feedback to date from the travelling public has been quite positive.

28/05/2013WRZ01975Missing Persons Issues

28/05/2013WRZ02000539. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the organisa-
tions or persons that are being funded from Government sources to provide a missing per-
sons helpline and the amount received by each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25955/13]

28/05/2013WRZ02100540. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of cases of missing persons that remain unresolved for five years or more; the action being 
taken to solve these cases; his views on establishing a special missing persons unit; if he will, 
or is funding ongoing collaboration with other specialist units outside of Ireland to assist in the 
investigation of these cases; if there is a joint approach in place by the Garda and the Health 
Service Executive to give ongoing assistance to those families traumatised by such an event; 
the action taken to date by the Garda in relation to a case (details supplied); if he will confirm 
that the line of communication is ongoing with the family; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25956/13]

28/05/2013WRZ02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 539 and 540 together.
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I am informed by the Garda authorities that the total number of persons reported missing for 
over five years, and who remain untraced, up to and including 24 May, 2013 is 606.  It should 
be noted that this figure is provisional, operational and liable to change.  All incidents where 
persons have been reported missing remain under investigation until such time as the person 
is located.  The Garda Síochána reviews missing persons cases on a regular basis.  The district 
officer (superintendent) in the area where a person has gone missing takes direct responsibility 
for all investigations and searches carried out.  Local investigation teams are appointed by the 
district officer, and all means necessary, including the services of specialist units, are deployed 
to assist in these investigations, as considered appropriate.  The services of Interpol and Europol 
can also be availed of during such investigations, if necessary.

The Garda missing persons bureau, which is responsible for all data relating to missing 
persons, provides expert assistance and advice to district officers in all high risk missing person 
cases.  The Garda authorities are satisfied that adequate resources, including staff and technol-
ogy, are in place to deal with this issue and investigations are carried out in line with interna-
tional best practice.

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that a joint protocol is in place with the 
Health Service Executive, HSE, providing a strategic and uniform approach to the issue of 
children who are reported  as missing from care, with the overall objective of reducing such 
incidents, preventing such children from suffering harm and returning them to safety as soon 
as possible.  I am advised that the investigation in relation to the case referred to the Deputy is 
ongoing and am assured that Garda liaison is being maintained with the family concerned.

In so far as the funding of helplines is concerned, my Department has provided funding, 
since 2008, through the Commission for the Support for the Victims of Crime, for Missing in 
Ireland Support Services, MISS, a non-profit organisation that provides support to families and 
friends of missing persons.  A total of €8,600 has been allocated to MISS in 2013, with €8,600 
provided in 2012 and €9,000 in 2011.  My Department also provides accommodation for MISS.  
I am informed that, in 2012,  MISS assisted 98 families and friends of missing persons.

28/05/2013WRZ02250Prison Committals

28/05/2013WRZ02300541. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost to the 
State of imprisoning persons who fail to pay fines imposed by the courts; the number of such 
cases in the past three years; if an easy payment system will be put in place to accommodate 
those that simply cannot pay; if consideration has been given to this matter; the action he in-
tends to take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25957/13]

28/05/2013WRZ02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
the number of committals to prison for non-payment of a court order fine in 2012 was 8,304.  
The corresponding figures for 2011 and 2010 were 7,514 and 6,683 respectively.  Unfortu-
nately, it is not possible to provide the cost for each case as this would necessitate a manual 
search of each record and would require a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time 
and effort which could not be justified where there are other significant demands on resources.

It should be noted that the number of persons imprisoned at any time for non-payment of 
fines constitutes an extremely small part of the prisoner population.  To illustrate this point, 
there were 16 persons in custody on 27 May, 2013 for non-payment of a fine out of a total prison 
population of 4,245.  I am committed to pursuing alternatives to custody.  I am strongly of the 
view that we need to keep the numbers of people committed to prison for the non-payment of 
fines to the absolute minimum.
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I have already legislated to require judges to take a person’s financial circumstances into ac-
count when setting a fine.  Work is now well under way on further major reforms to the fine pay-
ment and recovery system in Ireland.  The Fines (Amendment) Bill, which I expect to publish 
this term will, when enacted, make it easier for people to pay a fine and where they fail to do so, 
there will be sufficient options available to the courts in the form of, for example, attachment of 
earnings, community service, or recovery orders.  I believe these measures, taken together, will 
substantially reduce the incidence of committal to prison for the non-payment of fines.

28/05/2013WRZ02450Departmental Agencies Funding

28/05/2013WRZ02500542. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will list the cost 
of each Ombudsman under his remit in the years from 2000 to 2012, within the on-going eco-
nomic difficulties which challenge us all to work differently. [26444/13]

28/05/2013WRZ02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána Ombuds-
man Commission was established under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 to provide independent 
oversight of complaints made against members of the Garda Síochána.  The Ombudsman Com-
mission was in a preparatory phase in 2006 and became operational in May 2007.  The 2007 
allocation included significant funding relating to the initial set-up of the office particularly for 
the leasing and fit-out of its new premises.  The annual expenditure incurred by this body for 
the years 2006 to 2012 is as follows:

Year Euro
2006 1.078 million
2007 14.187 million
2008 9.949 million
2009 9.422 million
2010 9.235 million
2011 8.506 million
2012 8.303 million*
*This figure is provisional pending the completion of audit by the Comptroller and Auditor 

General.

28/05/2013WRZ02650Pension Provisions

28/05/2013WRZ02700543. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Defence the current pension en-
titlements in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7 who worked in his Department 
general headquarters between 1977 and 1993; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25089/13]

28/05/2013WRZ02800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am satisfied that the retirement benefits 
of the person in question were correctly calculated in accordance with the relevant Department 
of Finance circular.  Full details of the method of calculation have been provided to the person 
in question.  If she wishes to have any further information my Department would be happy to 
provide it.  I can confirm that the person concerned is in receipt of her full pension entitlements 
under the terms of the non-contributory pension scheme for non-established State employees.  
Over the years, the rate of pension paid to the person concerned by the office of the paymaster 
general has been revised in line with centrally set pay and pension rates.

28/05/2013WRZ02850Overseas Missions

28/05/2013WRZ02900544. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Defence the extent of Irish United Na-
tions involvement in Syria at present; the numbers of personnel involved; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [25122/13]

28/05/2013WRZ03000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Currently, eight members of the Permanent 
Defence Force, who are deployed to the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation, UNT-
SO, serve in Syria as part of observer group Golan in support of the United Nations Disengage-
ment Observer Force, UNDOF.  These appointments include two which were previously held 
by Irish personnel in Damascus until October 2012, when the security situation deteriorated in 
Syria and the two personnel were relocated by UNTSO to UNDOF headquarters at Camp Fa-
ouar in the Golan Heights.  All Irish personnel currently serving in Syria are safe and well and 
are operating out of Camp Faouar.

On 14 May 2013, the Government approved the deployment of a number of members of 
the Permanent Defence Force for service at the headquarters of UNDOF.  The UNDOF mission 
was established by the United Nations on 31 May 1974 under United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 350 (1974) following the agreed disengagement of the Israeli and Syrian forces in 
the Golan Heights in May 1974.  Since 1974, the mandate of UNDOF has been renewed every 
six months.

Irish personnel are due to deploy into the mission area circa 15 June 2013.  The Irish con-
tribution to the mission will comprise a total of three personnel - two officers and one senior 
non-commissioned officer - to staff officer appointments in the information analysis cell in the 
headquarters of the mission at Camp Faouar in Syria.  Irish personnel will serve tours of duty of 
twelve months in duration.  UNDOF makes an important contribution to stability in the Middle 
East and participation by the Defence Forces in this mission will be a tangible demonstration 
of Ireland’s support for the United Nations in the challenging operating conditions it faces in 
the region.

28/05/2013WRZ03050Defence Forces Personnel

28/05/2013WRZ03100545. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Defence the number of vacancies at each 
rank currently in the Defence Forces; if further recruitment is likely in the Defence Forces in 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25538/13]

28/05/2013WRZ03200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the military authorities 
that the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, at 31 March 2013, the latest date for which 
figures are available, was 9,189, comprising 7,375 Army, 781 Air Corps and 1,033 Naval Ser-
vice personnel.  The attached table outlines the total vacancies, by rank, based on the agreed 
stabilised strength for the Permanent Defence Force of 9,500.  In this context it is my intention 
that promotions will continue in order to fill rank vacancies.  Targeted recruitment will continue 
to ensure that the Permanent Defence Force can continue to deliver all operational outputs 
required by Government both at home and overseas.  To this end, it is intended that further 
general service recruitment will take place from the existing competition panel during 2013.  A 
recruitment competition for the intake of cadets was recently advertised, the closing date for 
which was 26 May 2013.  All promotions along with targeted recruitment will be carried out 
within the resource envelope allocated to defence.

PDF Strength by rank as at 31 March 2013 versus PDF Rank Establishment of 9,500

- 9,500 Rank Estab-
lishment

Strength at 31 March 
2013

Vacancies by Rank

Lieutenant General 1 1 0
Major General 2 2 0
Brigadier General 8 8 0
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- 9,500 Rank Estab-
lishment

Strength at 31 March 
2013

Vacancies by Rank

Colonel 41 39 *2
Lieutenant Colonel 137 135  2
Commandant 336 326 10
Captain 452 422 30
Lieutenant 256 339 -83
Sergeant Major 43 43 0
Battalion Quarter-
master Sergeant

44 44 0

Company Sergeant 245 222 23
Company Quarter-
master Sergeant

199 196 3

Sergeant 1,330 1,142 188
Corporal 1,800 1,622 178
Private (including 
Cadet)

4,606 4,712 -106

Total 9,500 9,253 247
*Within the establishment figures there is provision for ten Colonel positions overseas, 

however, at end of March only eight of these were filled with no requirement to fill remain-
ing two.  There are an additional 64 personnel on career breaks who are not included in the 
strengths in the above table.

Note: Equivalent Naval Service Ranks

Brigadier General/Commodore

Colonel/Captain

Lieutenant Colonel/Commander

Commandant/Lieutenant Commander

Captain/Lieutenant (NS)

Lieutenant/Sub LieutenantSergeant Mayor/Warrant Officer

Battalion Quartermaster Sergeant/Senior Chief Petty Officer 

Company Quartermaster Sergeant/Senior Petty Officer

Company Sergeant/Chief Petty Officer

Sergeant/Petty Officer

Corporal/Leading Seaman

Private/Able Seaman

28/05/2013WRZ03250Defence Forces Operations

28/05/2013WRZ03300546. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the reason full time sum-
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mer training for the Reserve Defence Force is planned to take place in Tralee, County Kerry, 
instead of Bere Island this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25841/13]

28/05/2013WRZ03400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The military authorities have advised me 
that training for members of the Reserve Defence Force, RDF, in 1 Brigade has been scheduled 
for the following locations in 2013:

a. Coolmoney Camp, Glen of Imaal

b. DFTC, Stephens Barracks

c. Dun Ui Mhaoiliosa

d. Kilworth Camp

e. Collins Barracks

f. Ballymullen Barracks, Tralee

g. Bere Island.

The Value for Money Review of the Reserve Defence Force, which was published in No-
vember 2012, highlighted the importance of training for members of the Reserve.  It set out a 
range of reforms that were required in order to ensure that the Reserve retained the capacity 
required to discharge its assigned role.  New organisational structures for the Army Reserve and 
Naval Service Reserve were introduced at the end of March 2013 and the military authorities 
have developed new training plans for 2013.  These measures and the implementation of the 
other recommendations contained in the VFM Review will ensure the future viability of the 
Reserve Defence Force.

28/05/2013WRZ03450Defence Forces Expenditure

28/05/2013WRZ03500547. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Defence the amount spent on peace keep-
ing operations over each of the past five years; and if he will itemise the spend. [25907/13]

28/05/2013WRZ03600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Amounts paid in respect of the remunera-
tion of military personnel serving with UN and EU peace support operations, together with 
travel and subsistence and transportation costs - troops and freight - for each of the past five 
years, are set out in the table below. Equipment costs are not included in the figures, as equip-
ment is generally not procured for a specific mission.

UN and EU 
Missions

2012 - €000 2011 - €000 2010 - €000 2009 - €000 2008 - €000

MINURCAT ( 
Chad 15/3/09-
20/5/10)

21,217 28,458

UNIFIL 
(Lebanon from 
30/5/11)

32,474 19,982

KFOR (Kosovo) 1,270 1,285 7,794 20,104 22,048
EUFOR (Bosnia 
Herzegovina)

869 2,720 3,968 4,079 4,048
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UN and EU 
Missions

2012 - €000 2011 - €000 2010 - €000 2009 - €000 2008 - €000

EUFOR (CHAD 
up to 14/3/09)

13,820 39,133

Other UN and 
EU Missions

3,837 2,893 3,710 4,098 4.181

38,450 26,880 36,689 70,559 69,410

Arrangements for the reimbursement of certain costs have been agreed with the UN.  
Amounts actually received from the UN in the relevant years are

 - 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
 - €000 €000 €000 €000 €000
Total Amount 
received

9,204 3,662 7,108 2,667 251

28/05/2013WRZ03650Fodder Crisis

28/05/2013WRZ03700548. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Defence if, in view of the current fod-
der crisis, he will consider giving the cut grass from the lands around Baldonnel Aerodrome, 
Dublin, to local farmers. [25937/13]

28/05/2013WRZ03800Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The lands at Casement Aerodrome Baldon-
nel are already subject to both a letting and a contract arrangement for the cutting of grass. In 
the circumstances the question of making cut grass from Baldonnel available to local farmers 
does not arise.

28/05/2013WRZ03850Departmental Agencies Funding

28/05/2013WRZ03900549. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Defence if he will list the cost of each Om-
budsman under his remit in the years from 2000 to 2012, within the ongoing economic difficul-
ties which challenge us all to work differently. [26443/13]

28/05/2013WRZ04000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The only Ombudsman post under the remit 
of the Department for Defence is that of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces.  The office of 
Ombudsman for the Defence Forces, ODF, was established as an independent statutory office, 
under the Ombudsman (Defence Forces) Act 2004.  The primary role of the ODF is to provide 
an independent appeals process for members of the Defence Forces who have processed a com-
plaint through the internal Defence Forces redress of wrongs process but remain dissatisfied 
with the outcome or the manner in which the complaint was handled.  The 2004 Act also pro-
vides that, subject to certain conditions, the Ombudsman may accept complaints directly from 
former members of the Defence Forces.  The operational functions of the ODF, as provided for 
under the 2004 Act, commenced with effect from 1 December 2005.

Expenditure on the office of the ODF in the period since its establishment is contained in the 
table below

Year Expenditure
2006 €275,156
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Year Expenditure
2007 €597,765
2008 €465,018
2009 €491,696
2010 €438,791
2011 €485,973
2012 €413,209

In the period from 1 December 2005 until mid September 2012 the role of Ombudsman for 
the Defence Forces was filled on a full time basis.  However, a reduction in the number of cases 
being referred to the ODF was noted in recent years and, as a consequence, when the post be-
came vacant in 2012 the new Ombudsman was appointed on a part time, three day week basis, 
subject to ongoing review of caseload and referrals.  This resulted in savings on the pay element 
of the ODF budget in 2012, savings which will be ongoing in 2013 and future years.

28/05/2013WRZ04050Harbours and Piers Funding

28/05/2013WRZ04100550. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
jobs agency aid will be made available to assist a company (details supplied) in County Kerry 
that wishes to expand and create jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25157/13]

28/05/2013WRZ04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Renard Pier, 
Caherciveen is owned by Kerry County Council and responsibility for its repair and mainte-
nance rests with the local authority in the first instance.  My Department has however, provided 
funding for the development and repair of local authority owned harbours, piers and slipways 
in 2013 as part of the fishery harbour and coastal infrastructure development programme.  No 
application for funding was received from Kerry County Council in 2013 for works at Renard 
Pier, Caherciveen.  Any application submitted by Kerry County Council in respect of Renard 
Pier under the capital programme in future years will be given consideration based on the avail-
ability of Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.

28/05/2013WRAA00075Coillte Teoranta Lands

28/05/2013WRAA00100551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the future and development of Donadea Forest Park in north Kildare with 
particular reference to the removal of entry fees to the park for local residents and schools to 
facilitate ease of access; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25181/13]

28/05/2013WRAA00200582. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the future and development of Donadea Forest Park in north Kildare with 
particular reference to the removal of entry fees to the park for local residents and schools to 
facilitate ease of access; if he is of the opinion that the estate and woodland therein will not be 
sold off as per a troika agreement entered into by his predecessors; if he is satisfied regarding 
the importance of the estate as an established amenity serving a whole area in north Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25781/13]

28/05/2013WRAA00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 551 and 582 together. 
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Coillte Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 
1988 and day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of the State’s forestry estate, 
are the responsibility of the company.  Coillte has advised, in relation to entry fees, that, while 
pedestrian access is free, the company has no plans to remove entry fees for vehicular access 
to its forest parks.  I am further advised that a fee of €5 per car applies for access to the forest 
park but that an annual access card can be purchased online for €40 for access to all forest parks 
on Coillte property.  The company also advises that Coillte has facilitated local school events, 
decisions on which are made on a case by case basis. 

I am aware of the importance of Donadea Forest Park as a recreational amenity in North 
Kildare.  With reference to the Government decision, in the context of the asset disposal pro-
gramme, that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be put forward for sale, 
NewERA, Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and this Department have 
examined the financial and other implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest as-
sets. This examination included the identification of the forestry assets involved, the determina-
tion of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale 
of the harvesting rights. Public access to recreational land, and the protection of such access, 
was one of the issues so identified and considered.  The overall analysis on the proposed sale of 
Coillte harvesting rights has been finalised, the outcome of which is currently being considered 
by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and myself.  It will be brought to Govern-
ment in due course for consideration. 

28/05/2013WRAA00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRAA00400552. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of the agri-environment options scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25064/13]

28/05/2013WRAA00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 14 November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named.  The processing of all applications is now being finalised and applicants, including the 
person named will be informed of the outcome of the selection process this week.

28/05/2013WRAA00550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

28/05/2013WRAA00600553. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal made in writing in March 2012, in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork on receipt of documentation from his Department following an in-
spection in July 2011 on their lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25131/13]

28/05/2013WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2009 and received payments for the first three years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications 
to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have been completed for 2012 
and the Year 4 75% payment amounting to €6,234.60 issued for payment on 10 December 
2012.  The remaining 25% balancing payment amounting to €2,078.20 issued for payment on 
18 December 2012.

Following an Inspection in July 2011 a 30% penalty was applied to the 2011 payment due 
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to evidence of damage to habitats and discrepancies with record sheets. The person named was 
informed of this decision on 30 March 2012.  My Department has no record of having received 
an appeal in respect of this decision from the person named. 

28/05/2013WRAA00750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

28/05/2013WRAA00800554. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers awaiting 2011 payments and the number awaiting 2012 payment in 
respect of the agri-environment options scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25138/13]

28/05/2013WRAA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a comprehen-
sive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Iden-
tification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  Successive EU audits have 
made it absolutely clear that compliance with the Regulations must be strictly adhered to and 
that all administrative checks must be passed and eligibility conditions met before payment is-
sues. As a result, my Department is obliged to ensure that individual payments will not issue 
until all aspects of a farmer’s application are in order, all outstanding documentation provided 
and all queries resolved.

Outstanding payments under both AEOS I and AEOS II are largely due to unresolved que-
ries associated with applications and in most instances officials in my Department will have 
contacted the applicants concerned with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible.  
I am conscious of the importance of these payments to farmer’s incomes especially at this dif-
ficult time and my Department is making every effort to assist farmers in regularising their 
applications and claims for payment. Additional resources have been assigned to dealing with 
all outstanding queries and payments will continue to issue on an ongoing basis as outstanding 
issues are resolved.  The table below sets out the details of the number of farmers awaiting 2011 
and 2012 payments.

- AEOS 2 2011 AEOS 2 2012
Unpaid Cases 430 1,905

- AEOS 1 2011 AEOS 1 2012
Unpaid Cases 167 803

28/05/2013WRAA00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRAA01000555. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment of the 2012 agri-environment options scheme 2 will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25139/13]

28/05/2013WRAA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €1,186.79 in respect of 
2011.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be 
completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected for a ground inspec-
tion which took place on 26 October 2012.  During this inspection, areas of non-compliance 
with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the Traditional Stone Wall 
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Maintenance action which will result in a penalty being imposed. On 21 February 2013, a letter 
issued to the person named outlining the nature of the penalty and the appeal options. To date, 
no appeal has been received by officials in my Department. The application is being finalised 
on the basis of the inspection findings and payment will issue shortly. 

28/05/2013WRAA01150Dairy Efficiency Programme

28/05/2013WRAA01200556. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the dairy discussion group scheme 2012 will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25226/13]

28/05/2013WRAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments in 
respect of the 2012 Dairy Efficiency Programme commenced issuing on 15 March 2013. As 
processing of the application of the person named has recently been finalised, payment will 
shortly issue, directly to the nominated bank account.

28/05/2013WRAA01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

28/05/2013WRAA01400557. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an review of further evidence supplied to the disadvantaged ar-
eas appeals committee to support an application for the disadvantage areas scheme in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25237/13]

28/05/2013WRAA01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
direct contact with the person named, a further review was carried out in this case, enabling the 
derogation application to be accepted on the basis of satisfying Category 2 (farming marginal/
designated lands).  Processing of the application of the person named has been finalised, with 
payment due to issue shortly, directly to the nominated bank account.

28/05/2013WRAA01550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

28/05/2013WRAA01600558. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a review of a decision on a penalty on a REP scheme payment in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25240/13]

28/05/2013WRAA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications 
to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have been completed in this in-
stance and the Year 5 75% payment amounting to €1,387.71 issued for payment on 10 Decem-
ber 2012.  The remaining 25% balancing payment amounting to €462.57 issued for payment on 
18 December 2012.

Following an Inspection in October 2010 a 50% penalty was applied to the 2010 payments 
for failure to abide by the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme in relation to Measure 3 “Protec-
tion and Maintenance of Watercourses, Waterbodies and Wells”. The person named appealed 
this decision. My Department is currently finalising its examination of the appeal and a decision 
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will issue shortly to the person named.

28/05/2013WRAA01750Grant Aid

28/05/2013WRAA01800559. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if any funding opportunities are available for a project (details supplied) in County Monaghan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25243/13]

28/05/2013WRAA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is no 
grant-aid available at present from my Department for the conversion of an existing poultry unit 
into a free range unit.

28/05/2013WRAA01950Fisheries Protection

28/05/2013WRAA02000560. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the European Commission’s recent notification to the Faroe Islands regarding sustain-
able fishing; if he will outline his position relating to the necessary science based management 
measures to ensure sustainability that the Commission is proposing for the Faroes in line with 
Regulation (EU) No. 1026/2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25259/13]

28/05/2013WRAA02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland sup-
ported the adoption by Council of Regulation (EU) No 1026/2012 on certain measures for the 
purpose of the conservation of fish stocks in relation to countries allowing non-sustainable fish-
ing. It has also called for its implementation in regard to the long standing dispute on mackerel 
and most recently on Atlanto Scandian Herring.  The European Commission’s recent notifica-
tion to the Faroe Islands pursuant to Article 6 of Regulation (EU) No 1026/2012 is in relation 
to their recent actions in the Atlanto Scandian Herring fishery. 

Since 1996 the stock of Atlanto Scandian Herring has been jointly managed in a Coastal 
States Framework with, the Russian Federation, Norway, the Faroe Islands, Iceland and the EU.

In 2007, following consultations with the five Coastal States a long term management plan 
based on scientific advice was agreed by the parties. The intention of the plan was to deliver a 
sustainable fishery which kept catches within safe biological limits. 

In January this year the Faroe Islands withdrew from the Coastal States consultations, in-
dicating their intention to declare an autonomous TAC for 2013. Prior to this withdrawal they 
had not made any specific demand, nor provided any substantive case for a revised share of the 
fishing resource.  On 23 January this year, the remaining four coastal states set their 2013 quotas 
in accordance with scientific advice and on the basis of the long term management plan and ex-
isting sharing arrangements. The four parties set aside 31,940t for the Faroe Islands equivalent 
to their traditional share of 5.16% of the overall TAC.

The Faroe Islands subsequently set their own unilateral TAC at 105,230t for 2013; this deci-
sion ignores the agreed management plan, the scientifically recommended TAC for the stock 
and the legitimate rights of the other four coastal states.  The notification issued by the Com-
mission to the Faroe Islands pursuant to Article 6 of Regulation (EU) No 1026/2012 is the first 
step in a process that could lead to the introduction of trade sanctions.  However, it is designed 
to allow the country notified time to consider their position and take whatever remedial action 
necessary.  I support the decision by the Commission to issue this notification, and I am hopeful 
that a resolution can be found that does not necessitate a further escalation of the process.
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28/05/2013WRAA02150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRAA02200561. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for payment under the agri-environment options scheme 2012 will be finalised 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; when payment will issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25310/13]

28/05/2013WRAA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,333.32 issued in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check of all 
applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be com-
pleted before any payment can issue. These checks have been completed and payment totalling 
€3,978.80 issued to the person named in respect of the 2012 scheme year – 75% on 6 March 
and 25% on 15 May.

28/05/2013WRAA02350Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRAA02400562. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a person (details supplied) in County Wexford will have their entitlements reinstated; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25345/13]

28/05/2013WRAA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Single Payment Scheme the person named established 33.40 standard entitlements with a total 
value of €787.57.  The EU Regulations governing this scheme stated that each farmer was re-
quired in the first instance to activate their entitlements by submitting a 2005 Single Payment 
Scheme application.  Once the entitlements were activated the entitlements had to be used at 
least once in any one of the three year period 2005, 2006 and 2007. ‘Used’ in this context means 
that in any one these years one hectare of eligible land must have been declared in respect of 
each entitlement held.  The Regulations further provided that any entitlements that remain un-
used over the three year period must revert to the National Reserve and are thereby lost to the 
farmer. 

The person named submitted a Single Payment Application in 2005 and successfully acti-
vated his entitlements however did not declare any land on this application therefore the entitle-
ments were unused in 2005.  No Single Payment application was submitted in 2006 or 2007 
therefore the person named did not declare any hectares and as a result of non usage these 
entitlements expired and were reverted to the National Reserve.  

A letter issued to the person named informing him of this decision on the 16 May 2008 and 
advised him of his right to seek a review.  A letter of appeal was submitted on the 14 May 2013, 
but as the appeal did not disclose any Force Majeure circumstances and taking into account the 
passage of time the appeal was refused and a letter issued to the person named informing him 
of the Department’s decision.

28/05/2013WRAA02550Single Payment Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRAA02600563. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25346/13]

28/05/2013WRAA02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
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tion under the 2011 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from 
the person named on 13 May 2011. It was established that the applicant was not entitled to 
claim any of the land declared on the application. 

The regulatory penalty appropriate in such circumstances is that the applicant is not entitled 
to payment in the year of application. In addition, an administrative fine, equivalent to the 
amount of aid payable on the difference between the area declared and the area found, must be 
deducted from future payments due to the applicant over the course of the following 3 years. As 
a result of this administrative fine being applied, the person named received no payment under 
the 2012 Single Payment Scheme, the bulk of the administrative fine being recouped against 
the payment due under the 2012 Scheme. The small outstanding balance of the fine must be 
recouped against any payment due under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme.

28/05/2013WRAA02750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRAA02800564. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the agri-environment option scheme section 2 payment in respect of a 
person (details supplied ) in County Wexford; when payment will issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25382/13]

28/05/2013WRAA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €851.61 in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check of all 
applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be com-
pleted before any payment can issue.  The person named was selected for a ground inspection 
which took place on 16 November 2012.  During this inspection, areas of non-compliance with 
the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the Green Cover Establishment 
from a sown crop action which resulted in the application of the person named being terminated.

On 12 December 2012, a letter issued to the person named, notifying him that the applica-
tion had been terminated and outlining the appeal options. An appeal was received by my De-
partment in January 2013 and the person named was informed in March 2013 that he was suc-
cessful in his appeal. However following this further issues arose regarding the Tree Planting 
– Standard, Planting New Hedgerow and Laying Hedgerow actions which resulted in a penalty 
being applied. The person named was notified of these issues in writing dated 17th April 2013 
and he was informed of his appeal options.  To date, no appeal has been received by officials in 
my Department. Accordingly the application will now be processed for payment on the basis of 
the inspection findings.

28/05/2013WRAA02950Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

28/05/2013WRAA03000565. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide an update on proposed changes to the ownership of Coillte. [25426/13]

28/05/2013WRAA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte was 
established as a private company in accordance with the Forestry Act 1988, which provided for 
the issue of shares to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and the Minister for Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine.  It is therefore a State owned company.  I wish to reiterate that 
it is the sale of the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests that is under consideration and not the 
sale of the land or the company.  The overall analysis on the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting 
rights has been finalised, the outcome of which is currently being considered by the Minister 
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for Public Expenditure and Reform and myself.  It will be brought to Government in due course 
for consideration.

28/05/2013WRAA03150Fodder Crisis

28/05/2013WRAA03200566. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will introduce a fertilizer subsidy to address the fodder crisis and to assist cash strapped farm-
ers to obtain rapid growth levels of grass in the short to medium term; if he will immediately 
introduce a nitrates directive derogation and substantially raise the nitrate directive limits of 
170 kg per hectare to more than 200 kg in view of the fact that the grass growth is at least four 
weeks behind normal growth patterns and these measures will assist in dealing with the fod-
der shortage in the most practical way possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25431/13]

28/05/2013WRAA03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In address-
ing the fodder shortage, I have implemented a number of measures to support the industry in 
overcoming the fodder deficit. 

On 24 April I the establishment of a €1 million transport fodder scheme to help alleviate 
the difficulties being encountered by farmers.  Following consultation with Met Eireann, Co 
Ops, the farming organisations, Teagasc   and the advice of officials working on the ground, 
the decision was taken to allow a further two weeks for fodder to be imported into the country 
with a doubling of the transport subsidy fund to €2 million.  Fodder, eligible under the scheme 
and delivered into the country was covered up to Friday 24 May. I also decided, as an excep-
tional measure, that any definite purchases that were placed by that date, but which will not be 
delivered until this week, will be included under the scheme.  By the end of this week some 
2,300 loads of imported fodder, amounting to about 34,000 tonnes, will have benefited from my 
Department’s contribution to these transport costs. My Department is monitoring the situation 
on a very regular basis.

It is also important that while continuing to focus on the emergency fodder position in 
the short term, farmers should also focus on growing and conserving fodder for next winter’s 
needs. We should be maximising production in the coming period and I have asked Teagasc to 
prioritise this policy in their advisory campaigns over the summer months.

It is clear that the main cut of silage will be delayed this year and as a consequence we need 
to look at the potential for the growing of additional fodder later into the season.  In this regard 
myself and my colleague the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
Mr Phil Hogan, T.D., have announced a temporary and targeted adjustment of two provisions of 
the Nitrates Regulations to support additional fodder production on Irish farms in the coming 
months.  The adjustments involve: a discounting of some concentrate feeding when calculating 
the overall level of phosphorus allowed on grassland farms in 2013 and 2014; and an extension 
of two weeks to the period during with chemical fertiliser can be applied to grassland.

Phosphorous is essential for grass growth. In order to ensure sufficient allowance of phos-
phorus for grassland application this year and 2014, some meal feeding in 2012 and 2013 will 
be discounted.  The period during which chemical fertiliser can be applied to land this year has 
been extended by two weeks up to and including 30 September 2013.  These measures will 
provide every opportunity to farmers to maximise grass growth and conservation into next 
Autumn.  

For many farmers concerns regarding access to credit and flexibility around loan repay-
ments have been a significant issue. I have been in contact with banks, co-ops and feed mer-
chants to urge flexibility and co-operation at this challenging time. I am happy to note that a 



Questions - Written Answers

382

number of co-ops have introduced measures to support fertiliser usage, such as interest free 
credit terms for a period.

28/05/2013WRAA03350Beef Exports

28/05/2013WRAA03400567. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of grass fed beef exported to Canada per annum for the past ten years; the value of this 
produce; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25440/13]

28/05/2013WRAA03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While more 
than 90% of our beef exports go to EU markets, it is always beneficial to have the maximum 
possible number of market outlets available for our high quality food products.  I am therefore 
committed to ensuring that Irish operators have access to as many markets as possible world-
wide.  Ireland, in common with the rest of the EU, currently does not have official access to the 
Canadian market for beef.  I have made no secret of my concerns regarding the current Cana-
dian stance, which is not in line with OIE international standards, and will continue to press to 
have the ban on EU and Irish beef lifted by the Canadians.

28/05/2013WRAA03550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRAA03600568. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for a REP scheme payment will be approved in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25513/13]

28/05/2013WRAA03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The holding 
of the applicant was subject to an eligibility inspection in respect of the application made under 
the 2012 Schemes, including REPS. The findings of that inspection have been communicated 
to the person named in writing. The applicant sought a review of these findings.  A decision was 
recently communicated to the person named regarding this appeal. Based on the outcome of 
this decision officials in my Department will now request a revised REPS plan from the person 
named. Upon receipt of this adjusted plan the REPS application will be processed with the in-
tention of an early resolution and payment of outstanding REPS payments.

28/05/2013WRAA03750Suckler Welfare Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRAA03800569. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
decision will issue in respect of an application under the breeding scheme for suckler herds to 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [25515/13]

28/05/2013WRAA03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 11 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Payment has been ap-
proved for 8 of these animals and will issue in the near future.  Under the Terms and Conditions 
of the Scheme, dams of calves should be at least 24 months old at the time of first calving. In 
this case, two of the dams were under 22 months of age at time of calving and are therefore in-
eligible for payment.  A letter issued to the applicant on 23 May 2013 with a view to resolution 
of errors identified with the remaining animal.

28/05/2013WRAA03950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRAA04000570. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
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ment of an agri-environment options scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25560/13]

28/05/2013WRAA04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,182.91 issued in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check of all 
applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be com-
pleted before any payment can issue. These checks have been completed and payment totalling 
€3,988.96 issued to the person named in respect of the 2012 scheme year – 75% on 13 May and 
25% on 15 May.

28/05/2013WRAA04150Forestry Grants

28/05/2013WRAA04200571. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a forestry application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25585/13]

28/05/2013WRAA04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applica-
tion by the person in question is still under consideration within my Department.  It is expected 
that a decision will be made shortly and the person named will be notified of the outcome.

28/05/2013WRBB00150Departmental Schemes

28/05/2013WRBB00200572. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons from County Waterford who have applied for grants under the new rainwa-
ter harvesting scheme since it commenced on 1 March 2011; and the total amount paid out to 
farmers in each county under this scheme to date. [25603/13]

28/05/2013WRBB00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): One appli-
cant from Co. Waterford has applied for a grant under the Rainwater Harvesting Scheme since 
it was introduced in March 2011.  One payment of €8,000 has been made under the Scheme, 
to date, to an applicant from Co. Cork.  Due to the low up-take by farmers of grants under this 
Scheme, I have transferred €4 million of the available funding to the TAMS Dairy Equipment 
Scheme. 

28/05/2013WRBB00350Fodder Crisis

28/05/2013WRBB00400573. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown by county of the number of calls received to his 
Department’s animal welfare helpline since 23 April 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25604/13]

28/05/2013WRBB00450574. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons who have received emergency fodder support directly from his Department 
on animal welfare grounds in each week since its commencement; the number who have re-
ceived a supplementary payment, if any; the plans he has to provide additional supports when 
required on animal welfare grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25625/13]

28/05/2013WRBB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 573 and 574 together. 

Since the beginning of emergency fodder support in week commencing 23 April last, almost 
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960 calls have been received on the animal welfare helpline. Invoices covering the period to 
which the Deputy refers continue to be received and, for that reason, statistics are unavailable 
on the total number of farmers who have received emergency aid during that period.  Many 
farmers have been adequately supported through the Transport Subsidy Scheme. However, as 
of the week ending 26 May, over 330 farmers had received direct aid. Assistance was sanc-
tioned for purchase of emergency feeding stuffs where animal welfare problems or potential 
animal welfare problems were identified. No supplementary payments were made to farmers. 

For the future, the Department will continue to utilise the resources available under the 
FAWAC’s Early Warning/Intervention System (EWS) which provides a framework for the IFA, 
the ISPCA and my Department’s Veterinary Inspectors to work collaboratively in identify-
ing and addressing farm animal welfare issues before they became critical. Farmers who are 
unaware of the points of contact in their respective counties should contact their local IFA or 
ISPCA representatives. There is also a dedicated email address in operation (fawac@agricul-
ture.gov.ie) which farmers and or family members can contact for assistance. 

The number of calls on a county by county basis is set out in the Table.

County Calls
Carlow 2
Cavan 56
Clare 40
Cork 41
Donegal 27
Dublin 3
Galway 74
Kerry 63
Kildare 10
Kilkenny 15
Laois 15
Leitrim 127
Limerick 40
Longford 24
Louth 4
Mayo 60
Meath 41
Monaghan 19
Offaly 13
Roscommon 52
Sligo 83
Tipperary 67
Waterford 8
Westmeath 19
Wexford 11
Wicklow 4
No address given 40
Total 958
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28/05/2013WRBB00650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRBB00700575. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Meath will be awarded the agri-environment op-
tions scheme payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25631/13]

28/05/2013WRBB00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 December 2010 and full payments totalling €268.05 and €3,550.53 issued in respect of 
2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The 
person named was selected for a ground inspection which took place on 17 September 2012.  
During this inspection, areas of non-compliance with the terms and condition of the scheme 
were noted in relation to the Traditional Hay Meadow action which will result in a penalty be-
ing imposed. On 21 February 2013, a letter issued to the person named outlining the nature of 
the penalty and the appeal option. To date, no appeal has been received by officials in my De-
partment. The application is being finalised on the basis of the inspection findings and payment 
will issue shortly. 

28/05/2013WRBB00850Rural Environment Protection Scheme Expenditure

28/05/2013WRBB00900576. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it 
is possible to seek EU approval for an extension of the REP scheme 4; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25670/13]

28/05/2013WRBB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Depu-
ty will be aware, despite the challenging budgetary situation facing my Department, I re-opened 
AEOS to new applicants last year. I provided €20 million annually for new entrants ensuring 
the approval of 6,000 new applicants to this scheme. I have no plans to extend the current REPS 
4 Scheme. Any new agri-environment scheme will be examined in the context of the new Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020.

28/05/2013WRBB01050Single Payment Scheme Applications

28/05/2013WRBB01100577. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 574 of 26 February 2013 regarding a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny, if their correspondence to the Department has been considered and 
if the review has been completed; and if he will expedite a response. [25679/13]

28/05/2013WRBB01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has now completed the review of the 2006 to 2010 applications of the person named, 
specifically, with regard to the eligibility under the Single Payment Scheme of two land parcels 
owned by him.  My Department is in the process of advising the applicant of a positive outcome 
in regard to the two land parcels in question. Monies due on foot of this review will issue as 
soon as possible.

28/05/2013WRBB01250Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Application Numbers
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28/05/2013WRBB01300578. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends to extend the time for the completion of projects under tranche 1 of targeted agricultural 
modernisation schemes in view of the bad weather of the last year and the financial pressure this 
has put farmers under; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25752/13]

28/05/2013WRBB01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Applicants 
for grant-aid under the TAMS Dairy Equipment, Rainwater Harvesting and Sheep Fencing/
Handling Schemes, who have not yet completed the investment works within the two-year 
time-limit for completion of such works, may apply in writing to my Department for an exten-
sion of the time-limit.  In the case of the TAMS Poultry Welfare and Sow Welfare Schemes, 
the deadlines for completion of work are linked to the dates of entry into force of the new EU 
animal welfare rules for those sectors. I do not therefore propose to alter the present arrange-
ments in relation to those Schemes.

28/05/2013WRBB01450Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Application Numbers

28/05/2013WRBB01500579. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who were approved grants under tranche 1 of targeted agricultural moderni-
sation schemes; the number who have been paid their grant to date under this tranche; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25753/13]

28/05/2013WRBB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the table.

Scheme Closing Date of First 
Tranche 

Number of Approv-
als Issued

Number of Payments 
(To Date)

Dairy Equipment 3 May 2011 635 364
Poultry Welfare 9 July 2010 3 3
Rainwater Harvest-
ing

30 April 2011 2 1

Sheep Fencing/Han-
dling

31 January 2011 611 151

Sow Welfare 31 August 2010 9 3
 

There is no undue delay in processing payments where projects have been completed and a 
valid payment claim has been received in my Department.

28/05/2013WRBB01650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRBB01700580. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
dates of the scheme year that apply to the disadvantaged areas scheme for stocking density pur-
poses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25754/13]

28/05/2013WRBB01800581. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a farmer who only acquired land legally in March 2013 will have to comply with the stocking 
density rules for the disadvantaged areas scheme 2013 for the whole calendar year of 2013 and 
to achieve the stocking densities from the date of acquisition to the 31 December 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25755/13]
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28/05/2013WRBB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 580 and 581 together. 

In order to be considered eligible under the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, applicants 
must, in the first instance, have achieved a minimum stocking density on their holdings in 2011 
of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare, or, alternatively, have been formally granted deroga-
tion from this requirement or qualified as a New Entrant.  Thereafter, applicants must also 
ensure that their holdings meet a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units per forage 
hectare for a minimum retention period of seven consecutive months, in addition to maintaining 
an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over entire twelve months of the calendar 
year.  

As provided in the Terms and Conditions governing the 2013 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, 
land declared by an applicant must be used and managed by the applicant. In order to be eligible 
for payment, the land in question must be available to the applicant for the entire calendar year. 
However, as in previous years, there is continued recognition of farmers, who do not meet the 
minimum stocking density due to the impact of Agri-Environment measures; provision is also 
been made for new entrants to farming, with each case being examined in light of the circum-
stances particular to the case.

  Question No. 582 answered with Question No. 551.

28/05/2013WRBB02050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRBB02100583. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for disadvantaged areas payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Wexford. [25842/13]

28/05/2013WRBB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, there are two criteria to be satisfied in relation to equines.  First-
ly, the holding itself must meet the definition of an Equine Breeding Enterprise and secondly, 
horses, in order to be taken into account for stocking density purposes, must be aged one to five 
years and, where older, must be a breeding mare for the purposes of the Scheme.  The person 
named was not due any payment under the 2012 Scheme as he did not meet its requirements in 
this regard.  The applicant was informed of the position by letter dated 20 March 2013.  

28/05/2013WRBB02250Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRBB02300584. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for disadvantaged areas payments will be made to a person (details supplied) in 
County Wexford. [25843/13]

28/05/2013WRBB02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, there are two criteria to be satisfied in relation to equines.  First-
ly, the holding itself must meet the definition of an Equine Breeding Enterprise and secondly, 
horses, in order to be taken into account for stocking density purposes, must be aged one to five 
years and, where older, must be a breeding mare for the purposes of the Scheme.  The person 
named was not due any payment under the 2012 Scheme as she did not meet its requirements in 
this regard.  The applicant was advised of the position by letter dated 20 March 2013.  
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28/05/2013WRBB02450Single Payment Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRBB02500585. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a deduction was made from a single farm payment in 2012 in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25848/13]

28/05/2013WRBB02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2012.  Issues arose regarding two of the parcels declared; one because it had also been declared 
by another applicant and the other, because it had been over-claimed. The applicant accepted 
that he did not have the right to declare the dual-claimed parcel, and also that he had over-
claimed on the second parcel. Consequently, the application was processed, with penalty, as 
provided for in the Terms and Conditions governing the Scheme.

In addition, in order to comply with EU requirements, the applicant was selected for a Cross 
Compliance inspection which took place on 31 May 2012. The inspection recorded breaches re-
lating to both nitrates and cattle identification/registration requirements. As a result, a penalty of 
5% was also registered against the applicant’s 2012 payments.  The decision was notified to the 
person named on 14 September 2012. He was also advised of his right to seek a review of the 
decision and of his right to appeal the outcome of any such review, in turn, to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office. To date, no such application has been has been received. However, 
these options remain open to the applicant.

28/05/2013WRBB02650Forestry Grants

28/05/2013WRBB02700586. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a forestry grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25849/13]

28/05/2013WRBB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A second 
grant claim form (Form 3) was sent to the applicant in April 2009. To date the Forest Service 
has no record of receiving the form back from the applicant. A replacement form has been 
posted to the applicant which should be completed and returned to the Forest Service.

28/05/2013WRBB02850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRBB02900587. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) in County Galway will receive their agri-environment options scheme 
payment. [25914/13]

28/05/2013WRBB03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €833.33 and €5,000.00 issued in respect of 
2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During the checking process in 
respect of the 2012 scheme year, issues were identified in relation to the claimed areas on the 
Natura Commonage action which resulted in a 1% overdeclaration penalty. The person named 
was also selected for a Cross Compliance Inspection which resulted in a 3% cross compliance 
penalty being imposed. To date, 75% payment totaling €3,750.00 has issued in respect of the 
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2012 scheme year. The balancing 25% payment (net of penalties) will issue shortly.

28/05/2013WRBB03050Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRBB03100588. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their agri-environment options scheme 
payment for 2012. [25915/13]

28/05/2013WRBB03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €833.33 and €4,999.99 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  
During the checking process in respect of the 2012 scheme year, issues were identified in rela-
tion to the claimed areas on the Species Rich Grassland action which resulted in a penalty being 
imposed. Officials in My Department have finalised the application of the person named and 
payment (net of penalties) in respect of the 2012 scheme year will issue shortly.

28/05/2013WRBB03250Irish Land Commission

28/05/2013WRBB03300589. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide maps of an area of bog (details supplied) in County Westmeath which was un-
der the auspices of the Irish Land Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25932/13]

28/05/2013WRBB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Certified 
copies of maps of the former Irish Land Commission can be obtained from the Records Branch 
of my Department located at Unit 11, Clonminam Industrial Estate, Portlaoise and are issued 
to vendors or purchasers, their successors in title or their respective solicitors under Statutory 
Instrument No. 341 of 1939 on payment of the prescribed fee.

28/05/2013WRBB03450Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

28/05/2013WRBB03500590. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will clarify headage payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry who 
was notified by his Department regarding a deduction of over 5 ha in 2013, which also were 
reduced by 5 ha in 2012, and if he uses more that 50% of entitlement each year in a two year 
period, will he have the total used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25960/13]

28/05/2013WRBB03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Regula-
tions governing the Single Payment Scheme provide that entitlements have to be used at least 
once in every two-year period. “Used” in this context means that in any of two consecutive 
years one hectare of eligible land must have been declared in respect of each entitlement held. 
The Regulations further provide that any entitlements that remained unused over the two-year 
period must revert to the National Reserve and are thereby lost to the farmer. 

The person named has 15.22 entitlements with a total value of €892.65. Under the 2012 
scheme year an application was submitted by the person named requesting the transfer of 9.25 
entitlements by way of lease. This application was processed and 8.99 of the 9.25 entitlements 
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were used by the transferee and now have an expiry year of 2014.  Under the 2013 scheme year 
the person named has submitted a Transfer of Entitlement application requesting the transfer of 
9.25 entitlements by way of lease. This transfer has been fully processed and provided that the 
transferee meets all the criteria in regards land eligibility for his SPS application, these entitle-
ments will be used and therefore there will be no loss of entitlements to the National Reserve 
in 2013. 

28/05/2013WRBB03650Health Services Provision

28/05/2013WRBB03700591. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an update regarding the service users under the Health Service Executive (details sup-
plied). [25107/13]

28/05/2013WRBB03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
has sought the information requested by the Deputy from the HSE and I will provide the Deputy 
with the information as soon as it becomes available.

28/05/2013WRBB03850Missing Children

28/05/2013WRBB03900592. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
116000 number is funded by the Government; if so, if she will confirm the amount granted in 
each of the past three years; the extent of the marketing campaign to promote the 116000 num-
ber and the way that campaign is funded; the number of calls received by the 116000 line since 
it was established; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25955/13]

28/05/2013WRBB04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 116000 
Missing Children Hotline is operated by the ISPCC in liaison with a cross-sectoral Project 
Team, chaired by my Department. I am delighted to confirm that the phased implementation of 
the service, which commenced in December 2012, operating on a reduced hours pilot basis, has 
now become  a full-time 24/7 service since Monday the 22nd of April 2013.

The ISPCC submitted an application for funding to the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs to cover the establishment and running of the Hotline. This application has been ap-
proved for €50,240 for the establishment and operational period from June to December 2012 
and €87,631 for 2013. Future applications for running costs will be considered in the context 
of the annual budget estimates process. The ISPCC has also been successful in securing EU 
Daphne funding of €141,422 to support the establishment of the line.

The promotion of the Hotline has been ongoing since the service opened in 2012.  There 
have been numerous press releases issued by the DCYA and the ISPCC, the 116 000 Missing 
Children Hotline has been covered in the print (9 articles) and broadcast (6 radio stations) media 
since opening in May 2012.  There has also been an on- going website and social media pres-
ence utilising ISPCC, Facebook and Twitter to highlight the service as well as information on 
missing children. ISPCC staff and volunteers have worked to disseminate posters in local areas 
and posters have been distributed nationally by the Gardaí.  The Missing Children Hotline will 
be officially launched on the 7th of June 2013. Following this launch the awareness campaign 
for the service will be escalated nationally. A dedicated  website www.missingchildrenhotline.
ie will also be launched by the ISPCC.

In addition I can confirm that memoranda of understanding between the ISPCC and the 
HSE, my Department and the Gardaí, respectively were finalised in advance of the commence-
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ment of the pilot in December 2012.  The funding received from both the EU Daphne fund and 
from my Department includes, in the establishment costs, the national promotion and advertise-
ment of this Hotline service.

The missing children hotline has been operating on a fulltime basis since end April, 2013.  
Reliable data on calls is not available prior to this point.  The ISPCC will submit quarterly activ-
ity data to my Department, which will include information on the number of calls received by 
the service.  It is expected that data on calls to the service since its establishment on a fulltime 
basis will be available in the next quarter, and henceforth on a quarterly basis.

28/05/2013WRCC00200Child Care Costs

28/05/2013WRCC00300593. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the varying levels of fees being charged by different crèches to parents with 
children in the community child care subvention programme; the steps she will take to ensure 
that charges are not a barrier to parents with low incomes availing of child care under this pro-
gramme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25132/13]

28/05/2013WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Community 
Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme provides funding to community childcare not-for-
profit services to enable them to charge reduced childcare rates to parents in receipt of social 
welfare payments or on low or modest incomes.  The CCS programme, which is provided 
through more than 900 community services throughout the country, is a major support pro-
gramme for parents.  Approximately 19,500 families are availing of the CCS programme in the 
current school year at an estimated cost of €50 million.  

Community childcare services qualify for grant aid on the basis of the level of service they 
provide and the profile of the parents benefiting from their service.  For the purpose of the CCS 
programme, eligibility is determined by reference to a range of means-tested allowances and 
payments including receipt of a social welfare payment, Family Income Supplement (FIS) and 
qualification for a medical or GP visit card.  Eligibility for a GP visit card is based on net in-
come and takes account of outgoings such as rent and mortgage repayments and other expenses 
including childcare costs and travelling expenses.  As a result, low and middle income working 
parents may qualify for support.  

In the case of full day care, parents qualifying for the higher rate of subvention under the 
CCS programme can have up to €95 per week deducted from the overall charge for childcare 
in the participating childcare facility.  The overall charge is based on the total costs incurred by 
the facility in providing the service and can vary depending on what the level of overhead costs 
are.  However, all services participating in the CCS programme must submit a fees policy to my 
Department before funding under the CCS programme is provided in order to ensure that the 
full value of the subvention provided by my Department is passed on to the parent(s).  Any par-
ent with concerns in relation to fees charged can raise the issue with the local County Childcare 
Committee or with the Childcare Directorate in my Department.

28/05/2013WRCC00500Youth Work Projects Funding

28/05/2013WRCC00600594. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
given consideration to maintaining financial support for the Big Brother, Big Sister programme 
run by the Foróige organisation, which seeks to ensure that vulnerable young people receive the 
help and support of a mentor which will help them overcome their own difficulties; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [25142/13]

28/05/2013WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

 Programme  Amount in 2013
 Youth Service Grant Scheme  €2,651,154 
 Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  
(1 & 2)

 €1,195,283

 Special Project for Youth  €2,083,572
 Total  €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allocated 
to local clubs by and at the discretion of local VECs.

This total does not include funding provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diver-
sion projects or funding from other state agencies such as the HSE.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. In 2014 the savings required in the youth budget under the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m which entails a 5% cut across most 
schemes and programmes and a 10% cut on the Youth Service Grant Scheme, under which 
Foróige receives funding as a national organisation.

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding. 

My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In consid-
ering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked 
to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to 
meet with, many youth organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to 
minimise the impact of these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality 
youth services to young people is sustained in these challenging times.

In 2011, Foróige, following an internal review of the organisation’s wide range of provision 
for young people, reprioritised its areas of youth provision and programmes.  This reprioritisa-
tion, which was proposed to my Department, enabled Foróige to strengthen their Big Brother 
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Big Sister (BBBS) Programme nationally.  Foróige decided, with the permission of my De-
partment, to reallocate the funding provided by my Department from their Youth Information 
services to the Big Brother Big Sister Programme.  Additional funding was also provided by 
my Department to Foróige for the Big Brother Big Sister Programme in 2012 and 2013.  While 
I fully appreciate the value of the Big Brother Big Sister Programme and the challenges facing 
it in the current fiscal climate, given the savings required within my Department’s budget under 
the CRE, I do not envisage any further scope for the provision of any further increase on the 
funding already provided to Foróige.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

28/05/2013WRCC00800Departmental Funding

28/05/2013WRCC00900595. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding her 
Department has allocated, and to which projects, in Tramore, County Waterford, in each of the 
past five years. [25209/13]

28/05/2013WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information 
requested is being collated by my Department and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy as 
soon as it is finalised.

28/05/2013WRCC01100Youth Services

28/05/2013WRCC01200596. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
sections of the Youth Work Act 2001 that have been commenced; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25270/13]

28/05/2013WRCC01300597. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide details of the proposed Action 231 in the national Action Plan for Jobs and the 
proposal to develop a new youth policy framework and the timeframe for same; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25271/13]

28/05/2013WRCC01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 596 and 597 together.

The Youth Work Act was introduced in 2001 and outlines a number of structural arrange-
ments for the organisation and administration of youth work policy and provision. To date, 
Sections 2-7, 17, 18 and 24 of the Act have been commenced. In particular, Sections 17 and 
18 provide for the establishment of a National Youth Work Advisory Committee (NYWAC).  
In this regard, I appointed a new Advisory Committee with effect from 28 January 2013 for a 
period of one year.  Its work is currently focussing on the contribution of youth work  to youth 
policy and youth employment.

Action 231 in the National Action Plan for Jobs identifies the requirement to develop a new 
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Youth Policy Framework to review youth funding schemes to ensure that youth work and the 
non-formal education sector contribute effectively to youth employment, including skills de-
velopment and experimental learning opportunities for individuals and groups of young people.  

My Department is developing a new strategy for children and young people. In keeping with 
my Department’s responsibilities for children and young people, this new five-year Children 
and Young People’s Policy Framework is being developed in a holistic way which will com-
prehend the continuum of the life-course from infancy through to early and middle childhood, 
adolescence and early adulthood.  It will be the overarching Framework under which policy and 
services for children and young people will be developed and implemented in the State.  

The overarching Framework will provide the basis for more detailed strategies including  
a new youth policy framework. This youth policy framework, for publication later this year, 
will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activities and in making them more re-
sponsive to meeting the needs of young people, including in addressing the challenge of youth 
employment.  It is intended that the Youth Work Act, 2001 will be reviewed in the context of 
developing this specific Framework. I am consulting with the NYWAC in this regard and in 
particular in identifying in what ways the youth sector can contribute to shared policy objec-
tives to address youth employment.

28/05/2013WRCC01500Children Services Committees

28/05/2013WRCC01600598. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if she will provide details of those local authority areas in which children services committees 
have been established; if she will provide details of the co-ordinator for each children services 
committee; the contact details for same and the budget of each committee in 2013; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25272/13]

28/05/2013WRCC01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is leading an initiative to develop and implement a planning model for local interagency work-
ing to improve outcomes for children. The purpose of this initiative is to work towards better 
developmental outcomes for children through more effective integration of policies and servic-
es, in particular through the Children’s Services Committees at local level.  Children’s Services 
Committees (CSCs)  bring together a diverse group of agencies in local county areas to engage 
in joint planning of services for children. These include representatives from the HSE, local 
authorities, An Garda Síochána, VECs, National Association of Principals and Deputy Princi-
pals, Irish Primary Principals Network, NEWB, and other organisations who provide services 
to children and young people. There are 16 CSCs at various stages of development.

My Department is currently finalising the details of the local authority areas where CSCs 
have been established along with the coordinators names and contact details and I will provide 
these details directly to the Deputy over the coming days.  These Committees are not fiscally 
independent of their constituent memberships and do not therefore operate within independent 
budgets.  Where funds are made available to support their activities, these generally reside in a 
constituent organisation.

 In 2013, €108,000 was allocated towards the establishment and development of CSCs. 
The initiative hopes to secure better developmental outcomes for children through more effec-
tive integration of policies and services.  In addition, €100,000 has also been allocated by my 
Department in 2013 towards the recruitment of a National Coordinator for the CSC Initiative 
and part-time administrative support, who will be hosted by the Centre for Effective Services 
(CES).  This National Coordinator will work with my Department, the new Child and Family 
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Support Agency and will provide strategic leadership to the Children’s Services Committees 
(CSCs) Initiative. I understand that following a competitive process the post has been offered 
to a candidate who is due to take up the role next month.

28/05/2013WRCC01800Youth Services

28/05/2013WRCC01900599. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
cost of implementation of the national quality standards framework in youth work in 2011 and 
2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25273/13]

28/05/2013WRCC02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The National 
Quality Standards Framework (NQSF) is primarily a support and development tool that pro-
vides services and organisations with the opportunity to articulate through a common language 
their youth work practice. Ensuring quality service delivery is also an ongoing priority. The 
NQSF applies to all staff-led youth work organisations, services, projects and programmes 
funded by the Youth Affairs Unit of my Department. 

Details of the cost of implementation of the NQSF/Standards Initiatives in 2011 and 2012 
are outlined in the table.

Year Amount
2011 €230,226
2012 €208,431

28/05/2013WRCC02100National Lottery Funding Disbursement

28/05/2013WRCC02200600. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the date on which the details of the 2013 national lottery grant scheme of once off funding to 
community and voluntary organisations from her Department will be made known; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25274/13]

28/05/2013WRCC02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The operational 
arrangements including eligibility ctiteria for the administration and implementation of the Na-
tional Lottery Funding Scheme in 2013 is being finalised by my Department at the present time 
and the related information will be available on the Department`s website (www.dcya.gov.ie) 
in the very near future.  As in previous years, the overall allocation for the funding scheme this 
year amounts to €500,000.

28/05/2013WRCC02400Constitutional Amendment on Children

28/05/2013WRCC02500601. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
amendment to the Constitution in relation to children’s rights will take effect; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25386/13]

28/05/2013WRCC02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Thirty-First 
Amendment of the Constitution (Children) Bill 2012 is currently the subject of a legal chal-
lenge.  Judgment in this matter was reserved by the High Court on 16 May last.  The outcome 
of these legal proceedings will determine the time frame for the enactment of this legislation.
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28/05/2013WRCC02700Child Detention Centres

28/05/2013WRCC02800602. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in 
view of the recent controversy in relation to a shortage of beds and staff, if she will outline the 
maximum number of beds available at Oberstown girls unit, the boys unit and Trinity boys; the 
number of staff assigned to each unit; the current staff availability due to sick leave and so on; 
the staff available per shift; the available beds and staff per unit over the last six month period 
per day; the number of children in each unit over the last six month period; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [25441/13]

28/05/2013WRCC02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are cur-
rently three children detention schools (CDS) in the State: Trinity House School, Oberstown 
Boys School and Oberstown Girls School, all of which are located on the same campus at Ober-
stown, near Lusk, Co. Dublin.  

1.  Maximum number of beds available in Oberstown

The current certified detention capacity under the Children Act 2001 in each of the children 
detention schools is listed at Table 1 below, as well as the number of bedrooms currently avail-
able for use.  At present, a detention unit comprising 8 bedrooms is currently not in use.  How-
ever, my Department is currently working to resolve the issues involved.

Table 1:  Oberstown detention capacity/capacity in use

Children Detention 
School

Detention Capacity – Certified Detention Capacity -  Available

Trinity House School 24 16 
Oberstown Boys School 20 20
Oberstown Girls School 8 8
Total: 52 44

Apart from the period from 25 February - 13 March 2013, the position as outlined above has 
applied since 31 August 2011 and is correct as of 28 May 2013.  During the period 25 Febru-
ary - 13 March 2013, I am advised that it was planned to make an additional 8 bedroom places 
available in Trinity House School, bringing the total number of beds available in that facility to 
the maximum capacity of 24.  However, it became apparent during this period that due to staff-
ing issues, the maximum number of beds available to the courts had to be reinstated at 16 bed 
spaces and this has been the position since 13 March 2013.

2. The number of staff assigned to each unit

3. The current staff availability due to sick leave and so on

4.  The staff available per shift

There are 2 grades of staff that are assigned to each Children Detention School for care 
purposes, which are designated as Residential Care Workers (RCWs) and Night Supervision 
Officers (NSOs).  In relation to each of the issues raised at (2) - (4) above, I am arranging for 
the most accurate information possible to be collated and provided separately to the Deputy.  I 
can however confirm that as of 30 April 2013, there are a total number of 95.9 RCW staff and 
35.4 NSO staff (whole time equivalents) on the payroll of the Oberstown campus, assigned to 
each Children Detention School as outlined in Table 2:
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Table 2:  Oberstown Campus – Care staff allocations  (30 April 2013)

Children Detention School RCW staff (whole time 
equivalent)

NSO staff (whole time 
equivalent)

Trinity House School 40 13
Oberstown Boys School 35.4 7
Oberstown Girls School 20.5 15.4
Total: 95.9 35.4

The totals listed above are subject to further clarification in terms of the total number avail-
able for actual service, excluding short term sick leave absences.  The adjusted figures for each 
grade, accounting for short term sick leave, will be addressed in a separate response to be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

5.  The available beds and staff per unit over the last six month period per day

The available beds in each Children Detention School is outlined at (1) above.  In relation 
to staff available, the information is not immediately available in the format requested by the 
Deputy for all three Children Detention Schools.  However, I am arranging for the information 
to be collated and provided directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

6.  The number of children in each unit over the last 6 month period

This information requested by the Deputy is currently being collated and will be forwarded 
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

28/05/2013WRCC03000Abortion Services

28/05/2013WRCC03100603. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
with respect to the C case; the number of girls in the care of the State that applied to the court 
for permission to travel for an abortion for each year from 1998 to date; the number taken to 
Britain or elsewhere for an abortion following a court decision, following testimony from a 
psychiatrist for the State that they were suicidal for each year from 1998 to date; the psychiatrist 
involved on each occasion; the number of girls in State care who were refused permission to 
travel for an abortion for each year from 1998 to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25666/13]

28/05/2013WRCC03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

28/05/2013WRCC03300Children in Care

28/05/2013WRCC03400604. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
average cost to the State of keeping a teenager in St. Andrew’s Centre in Northampton, Britain, 
per day and per annum; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25804/13]

28/05/2013WRCC03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child 
Care Act, 1991, the Health Service Executive has a duty to promote the welfare of children 
who are not receiving adequate care or protection. The policy of the HSE is to place children 
in care settings, preferably in foster care, as close as possible to their home and community.  A 
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very small minority of young people under 18 years of age have highly specialised needs aris-
ing from severe behaviour difficulties, due to their childhood experiences or in some cases as a 
result of injury, accident or disability. The care needs of these young people are generally met 
by directly provided residential services or services commissioned by the HSE within Ireland. 

For a small number of young people, the HSE is on occasion required to make arrangements 
for their placement in care and treatment facilities outside of the State, primarily in the UK, to 
allow for access to an individually tailored mix of care and therapeutic services and psychiatric 
treatment not currently available in this country. This is done on as infrequent a basis as pos-
sible and only where such placement is considered to be in the best interest of the child.  These 
placements are made under the order and supervision of the High Court.

The HSE ensure that these placements are suitable and the child’s social worker visits regu-
larly and makes arrangements for family or carers of the child to also visit.  The units in which 
the children are placed are inspected and regulated by their national authorities and the HSE is 
attentive to the standards of care delivered in these specialised units.  The level of requirement 
for these services is closely monitored by the HSE’s National Director for Children an Family 
Services.  I have been advised by the HSE that the average cost to the State of a young person’s 
placement in St. Andrews in Northampton is approximately £10,000 - £12,000 per week.

28/05/2013WRCC03600Children in Care

28/05/2013WRCC03700605. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
average cost to the State of keeping a teenager in Ballydowd special care unit, County Dublin, 
per day and per annum; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25805/13]

28/05/2013WRCC03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Special Care in-
volves the detention of a child for his or her own welfare and protection in a Special Care Unit 
with on site educational and therapeutic supports. A Special Care Unit provides secure residen-
tial service to children and young people who are in need of specialised targeted intervention.  
Children are detained in special care if their behaviour is deemed to pose a risk to themselves. 
The detention, by order of the High Court of a child in a Special Care Unit is considered as a 
last resort, for as short a time as possible, and when other forms of residential or community 
care are considered to be unsuitable. Special Care Units are inspected by HIQA under Section 
69 of the Child Care Act, 1991 on an annual basis, and the inspection reports are published.  I 
have been advised by the HSE that the average cost to the State of providing Special Care to a 
young person placed in Ballydowd Special Care Unit is approximately €10,000 per week (ap-
proximately €1424 per day).

28/05/2013WRCC03900Child Care Services Provision

28/05/2013WRCC04000606. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
level of consultation undertaken to establish the budget of the after-school or CETs 2 scheme; 
her views on concerns expressed by certain organisations providing child care services that the 
proposed after-school grant and parental contribution will not be enough to maintain and run a 
quality after-school programme and that additional financial burden would be put on a sector 
which they say is already struggling to remain viable; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25844/13]

28/05/2013WRCC04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As part of Bud-
get 2013 I, together with my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, was pleased to an-
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nounce a new After-school Childcare initiative which will be targeted at low-income parents 
availing of employment opportunities.  Lack of access to affordable, quality childcare is a 
significant barrier to many low income and disadvantaged families seeking to avail of work op-
portunities. This initiative will provide an important support measure to enable parents to avail 
of job opportunities.  This is in line with the Government’s overall strategy to support parents 
of low income families to take up employment and demonstrates how Departments are work-
ing together to deliver the Government’s agenda on promoting employment and supporting 
children’s development.

The initiative is expected to receive full year funding of €14 million to provide over 6,000 
after-school places for children attending primary school in order to support parents to take up 
employment.  This funding has been made possible through savings from the Vote of the De-
partment of Social Protection. 

Eligibility for the new After-school Childcare programme is determined by the Department 
of Social Protection.  Officials from the Department of Social Protection and my Department 
are continuing in close collaboration on the operation of the programme.   The first pilot phase 
has commenced.  Up to 500 childcare places are available with  Department of Social Protec-
tion local offices in Tralee, Mullingar, Dundalk, Cork City, Finglas, Kings Inn and Limerick 
City participating.  The second phase of the pilot will be rolled out in July, with the full roll-out 
of the programme in September 2013, to coincide with the new school year.   

As you know the emphasis now in relation to all childcare support programmes is the deliv-
ery of easily accessible, affordable and quality childcare provision.  The pilot programme will 
assist both Departments in determining the procedural, quality and practical issues that require 
attention prior to the finalisation of the programme.  The programme will provide €35 per week 
per child enrolled in a participating service for after school services and this payment will rise 
to €100 per week during holiday periods when parents will be availing of full day care.  A fur-
ther €20 per week will be paid by the parent to the provider in both instances.

Service providers seeking to join the programme can apply to participate, with effect from 
September 2013, in the normal manner.  There is, however, no obligation on childcare services 
to provide for places under the Programme.

28/05/2013WRCC04200Departmental Reports

28/05/2013WRCC04300607. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she in-
tends to publish the parenting support strategy. [25892/13]

28/05/2013WRCC04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The family con-
tinues to occupy a central and vitally important place in Irish Society, and the quality of family 
relationships, and factors within the home, impact hugely on children’s development.  We are 
lucky that in Ireland we have generally positive parental–child relationships. For example, the 
‘State of Nation’s Children’ Report which I published earlier this year indicates that 82% of 
children aged 10-17 reported that they find it easy to talk to their mother when something is 
really bothering them.

A further report from last year by Dr. Elizabeth Nixon, based on Growing Up in Ireland 
data and focusing on ‘How Families Matter for Children’s Social and Emotional Well-Being’, 
highlighted just how instrumental parents and families are for child well-being and this cannot 
be emphasised enough.  It also highlighted how parenting can have just as great an impact on 
a child’s life chances as family structure, income or social class.  Put simply, good parenting is 
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crucial for children’s outcomes.  That is why this Government and I have committed to support-
ing children, parents and families.

The HSE Child & Family Services, along with the existing Family Support Agency, fund 
a variety of programmes to support families and parenting. The National Educational Welfare 
Board, which comes under my Department’s remit, provides funding to the Teen Parents Sup-
port Programme.  These various bodies will shortly be incorporated into the new Child and 
Family Agency. At the heart of the Agency will be an enhanced focus on early intervention and 
family support; and this will be greatly supported by the inclusion of the nationwide network 
of 106 Family Resource Centres.  I believe that establishing this new Agency presents us with 
a very exciting opportunity to consolidate and develop effective, evidence-based parenting and 
family supports.  

In addition, a range of parenting programmes, including home visitation services, have been 
introduced under the Prevention and Early Intervention Programme which has been funded by 
my Department and Atlantic Philanthropies.  Evaluations to date of the three sites in Tallaght, 
Ballymun and Darndale have shown that parenting programmes can have a positive impact 
in tackling the early onset of behavioural and emotional problems among children as well as 
reducing parental stress and improving parental well-being.  Building on the critical learn-
ing emerging from the Prevention and Early Intervention Programme I hope to see effective, 
evidence-based parenting supports being included in the new Area Based Approach to Child 
Poverty which is currently being established on foot of funding announced in Budget 2013,

The work of the new Child & Family Agency and the Area Based Approach to Child Pov-
erty, as well as broader policy and programme delivery across Government, will be advised by 
ongoing work on the Government’s Children’s & Young People’s Policy Framework and Ire-
land’s first-ever National Early Years Strategy, work on both of which is at an advanced stage.  
The Early Years Strategy has been a specific priority for me and I see the Strategy as providing 
an innovative and dynamic blueprint for the future development of Ireland’s Early Years sector 
aimed at providing a coherent approach to seeking to improve the lives of children from birth to 
age six.  Policy considerations relating to supports for families and parenting will be considered 
in the context of the ongoing preparation of these strategies.

In the case of the Early Years Strategy, I have established an Expert Advisory Group and this 
group has had specific and focused meetings on the issue of parental support including presen-
tations by the Centre of Effective Services who have shared the learning from their evaluations 
of early intervention and prevention programmes and the work of the Special Interest Group on 
Parenting which they have established and facilitated.

28/05/2013WRCC04500Preschool Services

28/05/2013WRCC04600608. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the inspec-
tion regime for the preschool sector; the number of such facilities per county; the number of 
same that have been inspected in each of the past three years per county; the result of these 
inspections; and her plans to ensure that all children attending such facilities can be assured of 
a quality service. [25894/13]

28/05/2013WRCC04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Under the Child 
Care (Pre-School Services) (No 2) Regulations 2006, the inspection of pre-schools is the re-
sponsibility of the Health Service Executive (HSE), and I have referred the Deputy’s specific 
queries to the HSE for direct reply.

I understand that, in 2011, 2,789 childcare providers were subject to inspections by the HSE 
Pre-School Inspectorate.  This is an inspection rate of over 61% in a single year.  This compares 
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very favourably with comparable jurisdictions such as England, where Ofsted operates a policy 
of inspecting childcare providers on a 3 – 4 year cycle.  However, as Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, driving the early childhood care and education quality agenda is one of my key 
objectives.  I believe we can achieve this objective by taking a number of steps in conjunction 
with the Department of Education and Skills, including the adaptation of the existing pre-school 
inspection system to provide a more comprehensive and broader-based inspection regime for 
pre-schools, moving to a greater focus on outcomes for children.  In support of this, a Joint Pilot 
Inspection of Early Years Services was carried out by Inspectors from the HSE and the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills between September 2011 and May 2012.  This pilot will inform 
the proactive approach being taken by my Department.

28/05/2013WRCC04800Proposed Legislation

28/05/2013WRCC04900609. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the Private 
Member’s Bill regarding the Statute of Limitations Amendment Act 2013 in relation to survivors 
of symphysoiotomy is expedited through the Committee at the earliest opportunity. [25055/13]

28/05/2013WRCC05000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Private Members Bill in question has 
been referred to the Select Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality for attention at a date 
that has yet to be scheduled. My officials will provide any necessary supports required from my 
Department to progress this legislation through Committee Stage.

28/05/2013WRCC05100Home Help Service Issues

28/05/2013WRCC05200610. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person providing home-
help care for a Department will be permitted to work past their 65th birthday; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25134/13]

28/05/2013WRCC05300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/05/2013WRCC05400Accident and Emergency Services Provision

28/05/2013WRCC05500611. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
any increase in patients presenting to the accident and emergency at Tallaght Hospital, Dublin, 
in relation to drug linked assaults. [25338/13]

28/05/2013WRCC05600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRCC05700Hospital Staff

28/05/2013WRCC05800612. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that Tallaght 
Hospital, Dublin, has indicated that it is letting go contract staff as per Health Service Executive 
guidelines; if he will outline the areas of work that they cover; and if there has been an analysis 
done in relation to the impact that these job losses will have on the hospital and its services. 
[25339/13]
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28/05/2013WRCC05900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRCC06000Capital Programme Expenditure

28/05/2013WRCC06100613. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the total capital expenditure each 
year at Wexford Hospital by his Department from 1997 to 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25348/13]

28/05/2013WRCC06200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Prior to 2005, my Department funded the 
health boards for their expenditure on capital projects.  Capital grants were not paid directly to 
individual health facilities.  The South Eastern Health Board received capital grants in respect 
of facilities in its catchment area.  Since 2005, the Health Service Executive has been respon-
sible for expenditure on capital projects.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

28/05/2013WRDD00150Mobility Allowance Decision

28/05/2013WRDD00200614. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Health the plans that have been put 
in place to replace the mobility allowance and the motorised transport grant; when it will be put 
in place in view of the fact that the dissolution is due to take place in July 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25357/13]

28/05/2013WRDD00300627. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date 
of the project group established to seek an alternative method for the priority transport needs 
of persons following the abolition of the mobility allowance and the motorised transport grant; 
if he will indicate when the group’s recommendations will be presented to him; and if he will 
confirm that those currently in receipt of State support under both of the schemes that have been 
abolished will continue to receive State support pending a resolution of the difficulties posed by 
the abolition of both schemes. [25130/13]

28/05/2013WRDD00400670. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if he has received an interim 
report from the group reviewing the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant as pay-
ments under both of these heads terminate in June; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25661/13]

28/05/2013WRDD00500686. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that following his decision to abolish the mobility allowance and the moto-
rised transport grant, disabled persons in Dublin Central are no longer able to attend rehabili-
tative training services, access to the wider community has been severely limited increasing 
social isolation and their independence and dignity has been severely reduced; the corrective 
action he will take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25847/13]

28/05/2013WRDD00600694. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health when the review group report 
into the mobility allowance and motorised grant schemes will be finalised; the steps being taken 
to put in place an appropriate scheme to implement the principles of the said schemes which are 
essential for advanced participation by persons with disabilities in society; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25929/13]

28/05/2013WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 614, 627, 670, 686 and 694 together.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability.  The payment of 
Mobility Allowance will continue until June. A Project Review Group has been working to seek 
solutions which do not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  An interim report regarding the 
immediate issue of the closure of the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes 
has now been submitted to both Minister Reilly and myself and is under consideration with a 
view to bringing it to Government in the near future.  A final report, looking at the wider issue 
of general transport for people with disabilities will be submitted in June.  At this stage, it is not 
possible to pre-empt the outcome of the review or the decision of the Government.  Announce-
ments will be made following a Government decision on the matter.

28/05/2013WRDD00750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/05/2013WRDD00800615. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health with reference to envisaged amal-
gamations within education, specifically with reference to children who have special educa-
tional needs, if he will respond  to the concerns expressed in a submission from a group (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25406/13]

28/05/2013WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I will have the 
matter looked into and I will respond to the Deputy directly.

28/05/2013WRDD00950Medical Card Applications

28/05/2013WRDD01000616. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [25563/13]

28/05/2013WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

28/05/2013WRDD01150Services for People with Disabilities

28/05/2013WRDD01200617. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if additional home care hours 
and a personal assistance service will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25033/13]

28/05/2013WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRDD01350Pre-Term Births

28/05/2013WRDD01400618. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of unborn children 
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that have been brought to a pre-term birth in Irish hospitals as a result of a mother who experi-
enced suicidal tendancies due to the fact that she was pregnant in each year since 1992; if any 
health or disability complications were experienced by each of these children; if there were any 
health or disabilities caused to these children by the induced pre term births and the steps that 
have been taken to support these children. [25054/13]

28/05/2013WRDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to inform the Deputy that no official 
statistics to answer his specific query are currently available.  As the Deputy may be aware, 
Hospital In-patient Enquiry (HIPE) and National Perinatal Reporting System (NPRS) data is 
used in Ireland to capture information on diagnoses and procedures of patients treated in a hos-
pital setting.  However, it is not possible to use HIPE or NPRS data to determine the underlying 
reason behind specific treatments.  This means, for example, that while a particular obstetric 
case may include preterm delivery and a diagnosis of depression, it is not possible to make a 
causal link between the psychiatric diagnosis and the preterm delivery.

28/05/2013WRDD01550Diabetes Strategy

28/05/2013WRDD01600619. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service Execu-
tive will fill sanctioned posts (details supplied) in County Cork in critical areas of diabetes care; 
the reason for the delay in filling these posts despite funding being sanctioned in the HSE’s 
2012 Service Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25066/13]

28/05/2013WRDD01700634. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a post for an integrated 
diabetes nursing post to serve the new County Mayo integrated care area will be filled; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25188/13]

28/05/2013WRDD01800636. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health when an integrat-
ed diabetes nursing post will be filled to serve the new County Donegal integrated care area. 
[25251/13]

28/05/2013WRDD01900637. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
establishment of an integrated diabetes service for County Kildare with the recruitment of a 
specialist diabetes nurse; when the recruitment process for all new posts for this service will be 
completed; the reason for the delays in the issuing of letters of appointment for these posts; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25252/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02000642. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding diabetes care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25316/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02100645. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health if he will enquire from the Health 
Service Executive the reason an integrated diabetes nursing post position in the integrated care 
area of Dublin south west, Kildare and Wicklow west has not been filled despite the fact that the 
recruitment process for identification of suitable employees is complete. [25329/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02200649. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service 
Executive will fill the sanctioned posts in relation to areas of diabetes care in County Donegal; 
the reason for the delay in filling these post to date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25352/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02300654. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive authorities will fill sanctioned posts in areas of diabetes care that is a nursing post in inte-
grated diabetes care covering all of County Kerry and a footcare/podiatry post at Kerry General 
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hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25443/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02400659. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will make a statement on the 
following matter regarding the Diabetes Services servicing the mid-west: if he will address the 
issues raised by the 17,800 persons who are suffering from diabetes in the mid-west region in 
view of the fact that they are concerned at the slow pace of development of local diabetes health 
services (details supplied); when the Health Service Executive will make insulin pumps avail-
able outside of the Dublin hospitals, at Cork University Hospital, University College Hospital, 
Galway, and the Mid-West Regional Hospital Limerick; and when the nursing and diabetic 
posts required to resource the development of these services will be put in place, namely, 0.75 
dietician posts for Limerick and 1.2 diabetic nurse specialist posts shared between Limerick and 
Galway. [25547/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02500662. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to date with the establishment of an integrated care centre for persons with Type 2 diabetes in 
Cork; if recruitment has commenced for 1.0 integrated diabetes nurse to work in this centre; 
when this position will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25590/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 619, 634, 636, 637, 642, 645, 649, 654, 659 and 662 together.

The National Integrated Care Diabetes Programme is being implemented on a phased basis.  
The programme will improve patient access and manage patient care in an integrated manner 
across service settings, resulting in better outcomes, enhanced clinical decision making and the 
most effective use of resources.

The Government has approved funding for the appointment of 17 Integrated Care Diabetes 
Nurse Specialists (one per HSE Integrated Service Area) to support the phased roll out of the 
programme.  These Diabetes Nurse Specialists will work 1 day per week in a hospital setting 
and 4 days per week in primary care.  They will play a key role in the development of clinically 
sound collaborative links between primary care and secondary care providers and will also be 
an essential resource in empowering patients to achieve optimum diabetes control.  It is an-
ticipated that all 17 positions will be filled soon.  Funding has also been secured to appoint 16 
podiatrists and a number of these posts have been filled.  Recruitment for the remaining posts 
is underway and the aim is to have them filled as soon as possible in 2013.  In relation to the 
other issues raised by the Deputies, including the filling of Diabetes posts in specific areas, I 
have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputies in these matters.

28/05/2013WRDD02650Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRDD02700620. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary will receive an appointment for surgery. [25098/13]

28/05/2013WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.
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28/05/2013WRDD02850Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRDD02900621. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect an appointment at the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, 
County Offaly. [25101/13]

28/05/2013WRDD03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government.  Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment.  In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU 
will also work with the HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and 
delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right 
health professional at the right time.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRDD03050Health Services Staff Numbers

28/05/2013WRDD03100622. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time and 
full-time equivalent environmental health officers covering the Dublin region employed by the 
Health Service Executive for each year from 2006 to 2013, inclusive, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25106/13]

28/05/2013WRDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, your question has 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/05/2013WRDD03250Health Services Staff Recruitment

28/05/2013WRDD03300623. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify, as of 
18 May 2013, the number of relevant mental health staff who have commenced employment; 
the number who will commence employment by the end of 2013; the projection of the payroll 
of the newly employed mental health staff to year end 2013; and the way the remainder of the 
budgeted €35 million will be spent to further mental health services. [25110/13]

28/05/2013WRDD03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In 2012, a spe-
cial allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily to further strength-
en Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, to 
advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological 
and counselling services in primary care, and to facilitate the transfer of mental health service 
users from institutional to community based care.  414 posts were approved to implement the 
€35m package of special measures.  The most recent information available indicates that as 
of 30th April, 2013, 383 posts have either been filled, are under offer or awaiting clearance.  
The National Recruitment Service (NRS) of the HSE creates national panels in anticipation of 
vacancies.  On occasion however, it is difficult to fill some posts for various reasons including 
geographical location, international shortage of some grades, most notably clinical Psycholo-
gists etc.  The NRS is currently working to ensure that the remaining posts will be filled as soon 
as possible, subject to appropriately qualified candidates being available.
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A further €35m was provided in Budget 2013 for the continued development of mental 
health services across a range of headings, including the further ongoing development of com-
munity services and 477 posts have been approved to implement these measures.  In March, 
each of the four HSE regions were asked to submit a business case against each of the identi-
fied objectives detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and number of WTE to 
be recruited.  The business cases have been received and examined and approval has issued to 
three of the Regions, HSE Dublin North East, HSE South and HSE West and it is expected that 
approval will issue to the remaining HSE Region shortly.  When the Approval Letters issue, the 
Regional Directors of Operations will ensure that the necessary paperwork is submitted to the 
NRS and the recruitment process will commence.  I have received assurances from the HSE 
that the recruitment process for the new posts being funded in 2013, and any outstanding posts 
from the 414 approved in 2012, is being given priority within the HSE.

The specific details asked by the Deputy in the question are operational matters for the HSE.  
Accordingly, I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRDD03450Ambulance Service Provision

28/05/2013WRDD03500624. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that 
there is no ambulance cover in Dunshaughlin, County Meath, on Tuesdays due to recent roster-
ing changes; the circumstances in relation to a call out in the Ashbourne area, County Meath, 
on 14 May 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25113/13]

28/05/2013WRDD03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is 
not a static service.  The Service deploys its resources in a dynamic manner and works on an 
area and national, rather than a local, basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources 
ensures that the nearest appropriate resource is mobilised to the location of any incident.  For 
dynamic deployment of emergency resources within a region to be effective, those resources 
must be available to be used as efficiently as possible.  Following a referral to the Labour Court 
under the Public Service Agreement, the NAS is currently progressing a number of efficiencies 
arising from the Court’s ruling, including more efficient rostering and the removal of overtime 
built in to rosters.  New rosters are now in place, including in the greater Dublin area, and are 
operating successfully.  In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are 
service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in 
these matters.

28/05/2013WRDD03650Health Services Provision

28/05/2013WRDD03700625. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health his view of Landau-Kleffner syn-
drome; if he will outline pertinent familial supports which are recognised by the State; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25121/13]

28/05/2013WRDD03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am advised that Landau-Kleffner syndrome 
(LKS) is a rare, childhood neurological disorder characterized by the sudden or gradual devel-
opment of a language disorder and sometimes seizures.  LKS affects the parts of the brain that 
control comprehension and speech.  The disorder usually occurs in children between the ages 
of 3 and 7 years.  Typically, children with LKS develop normally but then lose their language 
skills for no apparent reason.  Its cause is unknown.  The disorder is difficult to diagnose and 
may be mis-diagnosed as autism/or a developmental disorder.

I understand that treatment for LKS may include medications, such as anticonvulsants and 
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corticosteroids, and speech therapy.  The management of children with this syndrome is a ser-
vice matter for the Health Service Executive and treatment options will vary depending on the 
particular presentation of the child in question.  My Department has referred this question to 
the Health Service Executive and asked that the Executive respond directly to the Deputy in 
relation to this aspect of the matter raised.

28/05/2013WRDD03850Ambulance Service Provision

28/05/2013WRDD03900626. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the staff and financial resources 
provided for ambulance services in County Meath for each of the past five years. [25123/13]

28/05/2013WRDD04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been 
underway in recent years in pre-hospital care services nationally, to ensure a clinically driven, 
nationally co-ordinated system, supported by improved technology.  The HSE Operational Plan  
2013 sets out proposals to invest  in ambulance services in 2013 including funding of the Na-
tional Ambulance Service Control Centre Reconfiguration Project, the Aeromedical Service, 
implementation of Neonatal/Paediatric Retrieval Services and further development of the inter-
mediate care service and adult retrieval services.

In relation to staffing generally, the Government has decided that the numbers employed 
across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budgetary targets.  The 
Health Sector must make its contribution to that reduction.  However, the HSE can make staff 
appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the financial re-
sources to do so.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy regarding ambulance 
services in County Meath, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.  

Question No. 627 answered with Question No. 614.

28/05/2013WRDD04150Home Help Service Provision

28/05/2013WRDD04200628. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the home help 
hours allocation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25135/13]

28/05/2013WRDD04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/05/2013WRDD04350Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRDD04400629. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the waiting 
time for treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25136/13]

28/05/2013WRDD04500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
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relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRDD04550Orthodontic Services Provision

28/05/2013WRDD04600630. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding brac-
es in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25175/13]

28/05/2013WRDD04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need.  An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

28/05/2013WRDD04750Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRDD04800631. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be expe-
dited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25176/13]

28/05/2013WRDD04900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRDD04950Cochlear Implants

28/05/2013WRDD05000632. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will commit to include the 
Happy New Ear campaign’s business proposal for a cochlear implant for both ears for deaf chil-
dren in the 2014 Estimates process; if he will ensure that this is viewed as a necessary and basic 
right for our children in line with recognised international best practice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25178/13]

28/05/2013WRDD05100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since the national cochlear implant pro-
gramme commenced seventeen years ago, over 700 patients have received cochlear implants.  I 
am advised that, in 2012, ninety cochlear implants were carried out with 42 children receiving 
implants and 48 adults.  In addition to providing the surgical services, the programme provides 
a comprehensive assessment service to potential candidates and a rehabilitative service to those 
actually implanted.

The report of the National Audiology Review Group, published by the HSE in 2011, pro-
vides the blueprint for the planning, development and delivery of HSE audiology services, 
including cochlear implantation.  It includes a recommendation that continued ring-fenced fi-
nancial support be provided for the cochlear implant programme but at levels which allow for 
simultaneous bilateral implantation for children.  It is estimated that there are approximately 
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200 children in Ireland today who may be suitable for a second implant.

The HSE has advised that it is working closely with Beaumont Hospital to progress plans 
for both simultaneous and sequential bilateral implantation, and that it has obtained the services 
of an international expert in the implementation of cochlear implant programmes to advise 
on how best to progress the proposal.  The development of the service will require additional 
resources for Beaumont and these plans will be progressed through the HSE 2014 Estimates 
Process.

Minister Kathleen Lynch, with officials from my Department and the HSE, met with Happy 
New Ear on 22 May last in relation to the provision of bilateral cochlear implantation, and has 
outlined to them the progress being made in this regard.  I understand that this was a very posi-
tive meeting and the group welcomed the proposed plan and approach to developing  a bilateral 
cochlear implant programme.

28/05/2013WRDD05150Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRDD05200633. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly can expect an appointment at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin. [25179/13]

28/05/2013WRDD05300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment.  In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU 
will also work with the HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and 
delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right 
health professional at the right time.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

 Question No. 634 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WREE00200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

28/05/2013WREE00300635. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
plication for funding through the fair deal scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow; when a final decision will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25231/13]

28/05/2013WREE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

 Questions Nos. 636 and 637 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WREE00600Medical Card Reviews
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28/05/2013WREE00700638. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider the deci-
sion to refuse the reimbursement of medical expenses incurred by a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal with learning difficulties as well as a physical disability, whose card was 
cancelled as a result of a medical card review letter being sent to their previous address and re-
sulted in them having to pay for a private prescription from their general practitioner and their 
medication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25258/13]

28/05/2013WREE00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

28/05/2013WREE00900Health Insurance Prices

28/05/2013WREE01000639. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide de-
tails of the membership of the consultative forum on health insurance; the number of times the 
group has met; the areas of work in which they have engaged; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25268/13]

28/05/2013WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In February 2012, I established the Consulta-
tive Forum on Health Insurance which comprises representatives from the country’s main health 
insurance companies, the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) and the Department of Health. This 
Forum has been established with a view to generating ideas which would help address health 
insurance costs. Its core focus has been on identifying ways of addressing costs throughout the 
industry, while always respecting the requirements of competition law. The Forum will also 
give a voice to the insurers in the development of the new Universal Health Insurance model 
(UHI). The future delivery of health services under UHI will require competing insurance com-
panies driving efficient, cost effective delivery of high quality health care.

The Forum met five times during 2012. In addition, bilateral meetings took  place with each 
insurer  (i.e. Quinn Healthcare (now known as Laya), Aviva and VHI) in March 2012 where 
they brought forward their own ideas for cost savings in the market. Following its entry on to 
the Irish market, GloHealth accepted an invitation to join the Consultative Forum on Health 
Insurance in August 2012. The Forum has met twice so far in 2013, on 31st January and 28th 
March, and it is intended that a number of issues will be considered during the course of this 
year, including:

 - costs and affordability in the context of a sustainable market

 - data-sharing

 - the establishment of a Subgroup to consider regulatory issues relevant to the health insur-
ance market, and

 - measures to encourage greater participation of younger, healthier people in the market.

In addition to the ongoing work of the Forum, a Subgroup of the Consultative Forum was 
established earlier this year to consider regulatory issues relevant to the health insurance mar-
ket. The third meeting of this Subgroup, with membership comprising two representatives from 
each insurer and representation from the HIA and my Department, took place earlier this month. 
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The Subgroup provides a valuable opportunity for insurers to contribute views and proposals 
on initiatives which could assist the sustainability of the private health insurance market, such 
as lifetime community rating and the possible introduction of a standard plan or core set of 
benefits to the health insurance market. Further work will be undertaken by the Subgroup over 
the coming months to further consider the merits and viability of such proposals, with a view 
to overseeing the sustainability of the private health insurance market in the transition to a UHI 
system.

It is envisaged that the Consultative Forum will continue to provide a useful platform for 
continued engagement with the commercial insurers and I welcome any other measures or 
initiatives that insurers wish to contribute as part of the ongoing work of the Forum, and the 
Subgroup, which would be considered beneficial to maintain affordability in the private health 
insurance market.

28/05/2013WREE01200Suicide Prevention

28/05/2013WREE01300640. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
that has been allocated to the ASIST programme in 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25269/13]

28/05/2013WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE’s 
National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) is the national coordinator for the ASIST sui-
cide prevention training programmes.  The NOSP seeks to ensure that suicide prevention train-
ing is organised and delivered in an integrated, coordinated and safe way.  Training programmes 
are organised locally by the Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention and other agencies, in-
cluding the National Youth Council of Ireland, HeadsUp and the Defence Forces.  In relation to 
the specific query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WREE01500Respite Care Grant Expenditure

28/05/2013WREE01600641. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that due to a crisis request by the Health Service Executive to house two vul-
nerable children, the Sancta Maria respite care facility on the Navan Road, Dublin 7, has now 
had to withdraw all regular respite care for children and adults for at least a four week period 
until such time that the physical layout of the the facility is restructured to accommodate the 
two children in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25311/13]

28/05/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

 Question No. 642 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WREE01900Nursing Homes Support Scheme

28/05/2013WREE02000643. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
plication for funding through the fair deal scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow; when a final decision will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25317/13]
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28/05/2013WREE02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/05/2013WREE02200Medical Card Reviews

28/05/2013WREE02300644. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
card review and update a general practitioner card to a full medical card in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25321/13]

28/05/2013WREE02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 645 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WREE02600Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

28/05/2013WREE02700646. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the reason a minor (details 
supplied) in County Cork was left in the emergency department of the Mercy Hospital in Cork 
from 3 p.m. on Friday, 10 May 2013, until 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 14 May 2013; the reason this 
person has still not been allocated to a child and adolescent appropriate mental health service 
unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25334/13]

28/05/2013WREE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/05/2013WREE02900Home Help Service Provision

28/05/2013WREE03000647. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
allocated nationally for the care of senior citizens in their homes in 2012 and 2013; and the cor-
responding figures for Kildare-west Wicklow home help services. [25340/13]

28/05/2013WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/05/2013WREE03200Home Care Packages

28/05/2013WREE03300648. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Health when funding will be made 
available to allow for a home care package to be put in place allowing persons currently taking 
up a hospital bed to return home (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25350/13]

28/05/2013WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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  Question No. 649 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WREE03600Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WREE03700650. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 517 of 20 March 2013, when a reply will issue from the Health Service Execu-
tive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25408/13]

28/05/2013WREE03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, again, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy 
in this matter.

28/05/2013WREE03900Disabilities Services Funding

28/05/2013WREE04000651. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
funding for intellectual disability services in Dublin for 2008 to 2013, inclusive. [25421/13]

28/05/2013WREE04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked the 
HSE to provide the information it has available directly to you in relation these matters.

28/05/2013WREE04200Disabilities Services Funding

28/05/2013WREE04300652. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the reason funding for respite 
care in respect of families with intellectual disability services has been reduced in Dublin; and 
the reason respite care was suspended in the Daughters of Charity service in St. Vincent’s on 
the Navan Road, Dublin 7. [25422/13]

28/05/2013WREE04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WREE04500Primary Care Centres Provision

28/05/2013WREE04600653. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the new primary care centre for the Baggot Street, Dublin 4, area which is promised in the 
2013 Dublin-mid-Leinster service plan published by the Health Service Executive; if he will 
indicate if Baggot Street hospital or a commercial office situated on Haddington Road, Dublin 
4, is the intended location for this new health centre; if the commercial office on Haddington 
Road is to be leased from a private company or whether the services are to be contracted out by 
the Health Service Executive on a public private partnership basis; the expected level of public 
usage and selection of services for which this primary care centre will cater; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25442/13]

28/05/2013WREE04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of  health-
care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

 Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 619.
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28/05/2013WREE04900Health Services Staff Recruitment

28/05/2013WREE05000655. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 237 of 2 May, 2013 regarding the role of the chief dental officer, if the position has 
been recently filled; if the position was publicly advertised; the remit and salary of the role; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25450/13]

28/05/2013WREE05100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Health has been unable to 
fill the post of Chief Dental Officer on a full time basis due to the moratorium on recruitment.   
Accordingly, it was agreed with the HSE that the HSE National Oral Health Lead would be 
released to the Department for two days each week to undertake the functions of Chief Dental 
Officer, with effect from 20 May 2013. The arrangement will be reviewed after 3 years.

There are a number of important issues relating to oral health services which highlight the 
need for the Department to have access to the skills, experience and expertise of a dental profes-
sional. These include:

-   The need to review certain aspects of oral health policy

-   The forthcoming review of the Dental Act 1985, which will identify the regulatory and 
other reforms required in the dental health professions

-   International developments in relation to oral health e.g. pressure to reduce the use of 
mercury in dental amalgams

-   The need to integrate oral health services more closely with primary care services and 
health promotion.

28/05/2013WRFF00150Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRFF00200656. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding surgery in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. [25519/13]

28/05/2013WRFF00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRFF00350Health Care Infrastructure

28/05/2013WRFF00400657. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to refurbish Raheny 
health centre, Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25540/13]

28/05/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of health-
care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.
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28/05/2013WRFF00550Hospital Facilities

28/05/2013WRFF00600658. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of hospitals that cur-
rently have full helicopter landing facilities and that are in use and available on a 24-7 basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25541/13]

28/05/2013WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

 Question No. 659 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WRFF00850Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRFF00900660. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason an operation in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo has been cancelled at Sligo General Hos-
pital; when the operation will be rescheduled; if it will be expedited in view of the fact that the 
operation has to be carried out within a short time while earlier test results are still valid; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25578/13]

28/05/2013WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRFF01050Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRFF01100661. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Laois may expect to be called for surgery for implantation of a spinal stimulator at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin. [25584/13]

28/05/2013WRFF01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

 Question No. 662 answered with Question No. 619.

28/05/2013WRFF01350Hospital Staff

28/05/2013WRFF01400663. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if recruitment has commenced 
for a 0.7 diabetes nurse specialist at Cork University Hospital to oversee the development of 
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insulin pump therapy for children and adolescents with Type 1 diabetes; when this position will 
be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25591/13]

28/05/2013WRFF01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets.  The Health Sector must make its contribution to that reduction.  However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in 
this matter.

28/05/2013WRFF01550Medical Card Applications

28/05/2013WRFF01600664. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25618/13]

28/05/2013WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

28/05/2013WRFF01750Symphysiotomy Report

28/05/2013WRFF01800665. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the progress he is making in deal-
ing with the persons who had symphysiotomy procedures in hospitals here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25620/13]

28/05/2013WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department has commissioned an inde-
pendent research report in relation to the practice of symphysiotomy in Ireland.  The research 
process comprised of two stages.  The first stage was an independent draft academic research 
report, which was based on an analysis of published medical reports and research.  The second 
stage in the research process was consultation on the draft report involving patient groups, 
health professionals and in particular the women who have experienced symphysiotomy.  The 
second stage has just been completed by the researcher and peer reviewed.  I expect to receive 
the final Report this week and I will then carefully consider the overall position in relation to 
women who have undergone symphysiotomy in the light of the findings of this Report and any 
other relevant information.  I will then brief the Government on the matter as quickly as pos-
sible.  Before publication of the Report, I will brief the support groups representing the women 
who have had symphysiotomies.

My first priority is to ensure that the women who have had this procedure have their health 
needs comprehensively and professionally met.  In this regard, the HSE provides a range of 
services to women who continue to suffer the effects of having had this procedure.  These ser-
vices include the provision of medical cards, the availability of independent clinical advice and 
the organisation of individual pathways of care and the arrangement of appropriate follow-up.
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28/05/2013WRFF01950Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRFF02000666. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. [25648/13]

28/05/2013WRFF02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRFF02125Medical Card Eligibility

28/05/2013WRFF02200667. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25653/13]

28/05/2013WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

28/05/2013WRFF02350Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRFF02400668. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date will be set for 
an operation at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [25654/13]

28/05/2013WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRFF02550Medical Card Applications

28/05/2013WRFF02600669. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will issue 
as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [25655/13]

28/05/2013WRFF02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
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Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

  Question No. 670 answered with Question No. 614.

28/05/2013WRFF02850Hospital Statistics

28/05/2013WRFF02900671. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a 
yearly breakdown for the past five years in relation to a hospital (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; the budgets allocated; the staffing levels and the subsequent allocation of this staff; 
the number of patients-admissions that have been catered for; the number of operational beds; 
the number of retirements that have taken place; the number of these that have been replaced; 
the details of capital expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25669/13]

28/05/2013WRFF03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

28/05/2013WRFF03050Suicide Prevention

28/05/2013WRFF03100672. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the funding made available for sui-
cide prevention services and initiatives in the Ballymun area, Dublin, in the years 2010, 2012 
and 2013, respectively. [25676/13]

28/05/2013WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Funding for 
suicide prevention is provided to the National Office for Suicide Prevention by the HSE from 
its overall budget for mental health.  Funding provided in the years 2010 to 2013 is as follows: 

Year                                                                                                                Funding  - €m                                                                                      
2010 3.7
2011 4.1
2012 7.1
2013 8.1

In addition, approximately €5m is allocated regionally to fund suicide prevention work 
delivered through the HSE regions e.g. Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention, Self-Harm 
Liaison Nurses in Hospital Emergency Departments and local suicide prevention initiatives.  In 
relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRFF03250Vaccination Programme

28/05/2013WRFF03300673. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork is recognised as a sufferer of narcolepsy as a result of the swine flu 
vaccine, pandermix; if not, if he will ensure a rapid assessment and provide a date and time for 
same; if he will outline the range of supports available and the process for accessing same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25688/13]
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28/05/2013WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform the Deputies that there 
are a number of supports in place for persons diagnosed with narcolepsy following pandemic 
vaccination.  My priority is to ensure that those affected by narcolepsy, with symptom onset 
post pandemic vaccination are provided with a range of services and supports to meet their 
health needs.  The Health Service Executive has responsibility for health service delivery and 
at my request, the HSE developed a range of appropriate services and supports to address the 
needs of this group.  Together, the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills provide a 
very comprehensive range of services and supports to those affected.

These supports and services include access to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, 
temporary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses incurred.  This includes expenses for 
counselling services for individuals and also for families of children affected by narcolepsy fol-
lowing pandemic vaccination, in cases where such services are not already available through 
the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for appropriate individualised health and 
educational supports to be put in place are ongoing.  The National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents of 
children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children and adoles-
cents affected.

The Deputy has raised a query regarding an individual case.  The HSE has responsibility for 
the administration of treatment in this case and delivery of services.  The matter has therefore 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRFF03450Care of the Elderly

28/05/2013WRFF03500674. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will consider setting up a fo-
rum on long-term nursing home care. [25692/13]

28/05/2013WRFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I am pleased 
to advise the Deputy that on-going consultation with all stakeholders and the public in general 
is already a standard feature of our approach across policy areas.  Both my Ministerial col-
leagues, myself and officials from the Department regularly meet with stakeholders from across 
the public, private and voluntary sector to discuss policies, services and developments includ-
ing those for Older People.  In fact officials of the Department have recently met and are always 
happy to receive suggestions and other input from Nursing Homes Ireland (NHI), which has 
called for the establishment of a forum of this nature.

The Department established a Working Group to develop the policy document “Towards a 
Restraint Free Environment in Nursing Homes”.  Representatives from Nursing Homes Ireland 
were included on the Group.  The Department has also engaged with NHI in the development 
of Care and Welfare Regulations and in the recent review of these regulations.  Other recent 
examples of the type of consultation carried out include the development of the new National 
Positive Ageing Strategy and the National Strategy on Dementia.  The Deputy will be aware 
that the Department is currently conducting a Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme 
to examine, inter alia, the on-going sustainability of the Scheme.  A public consultation pro-
cess, which NHI contributed to, has already been undertaken to inform the Review.  Summary 
reports of the latter consultations are available on the Department’s website.  The establishment 
of an additional formal consultation forum such as that suggested by NHI is not considered 
necessary given the very effective level of consultation that already takes place and to which 
we remain committed for the future.



28 May 2013

421

28/05/2013WRFF03650Nursing Homes Support Scheme

28/05/2013WRFF03700675. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will review the fair deal 
scheme in view of the fact that the ESRI projects additional requirement for 888 long-term 
residential care places per annum to 2021. [25693/13]

28/05/2013WRFF03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a commitment to consider developing a secure and equitable 
system of financing for community and long-term care which supports older people to stay in 
their own homes.  In advance of this piece of work being carried out, the Nursing Homes Sup-
port Scheme is being reviewed.  The review of the Scheme will inform the commitment made 
in the Programme for Government.  The terms of reference for the review are: Taking account 
of Government policy, demographic trends and the fiscal situation - 1. To examine the on-going 
sustainability of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme; 2. To examine the overall cost of long 
term residential care in public and private nursing homes and the effectiveness of the current 
methods of negotiating/setting prices; 3. Having regard to 1 and 2 above, to consider the bal-
ance of funding between long-term residential care and community based services; 4. To con-
sider the extension of the scheme to community based services and to other sectors (Disability 
and Mental Health), and; 5. To make recommendations for the future operation and manage-
ment of the Scheme.  Work will continue on the review in the coming months with a view to 
completion by end 2013-early 2014.

28/05/2013WRFF03825Nursing Homes Support Scheme Appeals

28/05/2013WRFF03900676. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce an independent 
appeals mechanism to address the failure to agree necessary fees for nursing home care with the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund. [25694/13]

28/05/2013WRFF04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In order to be 
an ‘approved nursing home’ for the purposes of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, all private 
and voluntary nursing homes  must negotiate and agree a price for the cost of care with the Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  This is a necessary feature of the Scheme due to the 
commitment by the State to meet the full balance of the cost of care over and above a person’s 
contribution.  The NTPF has statutory independence in the performance of this function and, 
in carrying it out, it must ensure value for money for both the individual and the State.  If price 
negotiations break down a three stage review process, developed by the NTPF, can be invoked.  
Details of the process are set out on the NTPF website.

When the Nursing Homes Support Scheme commenced in October, 2009, a commitment 
was made that it would be reviewed after three years.  The reason for allowing this period to 
elapse is to ensure that trends and statistics will be available in order to inform the work.  The 
Terms of Reference for the review of the Scheme include an examination of the overall cost of 
long-term residential care in public and private nursing homes and the effectiveness of the cur-
rent methods of negotiating/setting prices.  The Deputy will be aware that a public consultation 
to inform the review was concluded and a summary report of the submissions received was 
published on the Department’s website in December 2012.  Work will continue on the review 
in the coming months and the Department will shortly be seeking tenders through the public 
procurement process for external input to this review.  It is envisaged that the review will be 
completed by end 2013- early 2014.  As the Scheme is statutory based, the implementation of 
any recommendations arising from the review may require significant amendments to the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme Act, 2009.
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28/05/2013WRGG00150Health Information and Quality Authority Inspections

28/05/2013WRGG00200677. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce an independent 
appeals process to afford nursing homes the opportunity to address the Health Information and 
Quality Authority’s judgments and conditions. [25695/13]

28/05/2013WRGG00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Health 
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is the independent Authority established to drive 
continuous improvement in Ireland’s health and social care services.  The Authority’s mandate 
extends across the quality and safety of the public, private (within its social care function) and 
voluntary sectors.  HIQA has statutory responsibility for

 - Setting Standards for Health and Social Services,

 - Social Services Inspectorate,

 - Monitoring Healthcare Quality,

 - Health Technology Assessment,

 - Health Information. 

The functions of HIQA are defined in the Act and the Authority operates within a set of 
values and Codes of Conduct.  In this regard the Authority has a complaints procedure for per-
sons or organisations who may have complaints about employees or practices of the Authority.  
Information regarding the complaints procedure may be found at www.hiqa.ie.  

Since the introduction of the registration and inspection regime for the nursing home sector 
in 2009 there have been relatively few appeals, formal or informal, in respect of the Author-
ity’s inspection or enforcement activity.  This is set in the context of the registration of over 
570 designated centres and in excess of 2,500 inspection reports.  In addition the Ombudsman 
(Amendment) 2012 extended the remit of the Office of the Ombudsman to over 180 additional 
public bodies, including HIQA.  From 1 May 2013 the Ombudsman can examine complaints 
from members of the public about the administrative actions of these bodies.  In this context the 
establishment of an additional formal  independent appeals process for the nursing home sector 
is not considered necessary.

28/05/2013WRGG00350Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRGG00400678. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in 
tabular form the numbers on the outpatient waiting list for ear, nose and throat, ophthalmology 
and orthopaedics at Waterford Regional Hospital at 30 April 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013; if he 
will detail same for each of the past six months on a monthly basis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25771/13]

28/05/2013WRGG00500679. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in 
tabular form the numbers of patients seen in the ear, nose and throat, ophthalmology and or-
thopaedics outpatient clinics at Waterford Regional Hospital at 30 April 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
2013; if he will detail same for each of the past six months on a monthly basis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25772/13]

28/05/2013WRGG00600680. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in 
tabular form the number of ear, nose and throat, ophthalmology and orthopaedics procedures 
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carried out at Waterford Regional Hospital for each of the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date 
in 2013; if he will detail same for each of the past six months on a monthly basis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25773/13]

28/05/2013WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 678 to 680, 
inclusive, together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

28/05/2013WRGG00750Hospital Services

28/05/2013WRGG00800681. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will update Dáil Éireann on 
the proposed single all-island paediatric cardiac surgical service that may be provided from Our 
Lady’s Children’s Hospital in Dublin with support from the Royal Victoria Hospital for Sick 
Children in Belfast; if he will describe funding arrangements that may underpin a new service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25783/13]

28/05/2013WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since September 2012 there has been inten-
sive consultation between the Department of Health, Health Service Executive, Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital and the Northern Irish Authorities on the provision of an all-island cardiac 
surgery service for children.  The number of Northern Irish cases is estimated to be 120 surgical 
cases per year.   Even if the majority of Northern Irish cardiac surgery patients are transferred 
within the United Kingdom it is accepted that there may be an ongoing requirement for up to 30 
emergency/urgent cardiac surgery cases a year to be referred to Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital.  
This is because for some patients, the need for surgical intervention is so critically urgent, that 
air transport to another UK centre would be inappropriate.

In Northern Ireland there is a desire that at least some services continue to be delivered in 
Belfast for paediatric cardiac patients, and the options for this are being explored by both sides.  
Discussions are planned this week on the clinical aspects of the proposed services, after which 
it is expected that the proposals will be put to the Ministers North and South for agreement, with 
a view to putting the agreed services in place as soon as possible.  Resources can currently be 
put in place in Crumlin Hospital for the services to begin ramping up at the end of 2013, with 
the full service in place in 2014.  The funding arrangements for the proposed services have not 
been finalised, and as such I cannot go into detail on the matter at this time.

28/05/2013WRGG00950Medical Card Applications

28/05/2013WRGG01000682. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [25798/13]

28/05/2013WRGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.
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28/05/2013WRGG01150Medical Card Reviews

28/05/2013WRGG01200683. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on a review of a medical card. [25799/13]

28/05/2013WRGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

28/05/2013WRGG01350Medical Card Applications

28/05/2013WRGG01400684. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [25800/13]

28/05/2013WRGG01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

28/05/2013WRGG01550Medical Card Applications

28/05/2013WRGG01600685. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when persons (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [25801/13]

28/05/2013WRGG01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

Question No. 686 answered with Question No. 614.

28/05/2013WRGG01850Hospital Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRGG01900687. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the case of a 
hip replacement in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25850/13]

28/05/2013WRGG02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
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managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/05/2013WRGG02050Primary Care Services Provision

28/05/2013WRGG02100688. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the Health Service 
Executive policy in relation to the provision of respisense monitors for newborns; if these are 
available across all HSE areas and to all newborns or if there are restrictions on same; the infor-
mation campaign employed to ensure that appropriate HSE staff and eligible parents are aware 
of this availability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25878/13]

28/05/2013WRGG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRGG02250Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

28/05/2013WRGG02300689. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to include haemo-
chromatosis on the list of eligible conditions covered by the long-term illness scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25886/13]

28/05/2013WRGG02400696. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Health the medical conditions that qualify 
a person for the long-term illness scheme; if he will consider adding maple syrup urine disorder 
to the list of illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25951/13]

28/05/2013WRGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 689 and 696 together.

The conditions covered by the Long Term Illness scheme are as follows: acute leukaemia; 
mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple 
sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; Parkinsonism; epilepsy; 
phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use 
of thalidomide.  There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term 
Illness scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In 
addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical 
services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assess-
ment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an 
individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail 
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

28/05/2013WRGG02550Ambulance Service Provision

28/05/2013WRGG02600690. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will hold an investigation 
into the lack of resources available to the ambulance services in County Meath and the resultant 
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threat to patient safety. [25887/13]

28/05/2013WRGG02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been un-
derway in recent years in pre-hospital care services across the country, including the North East, 
to ensure a clinically driven, nationally co-ordinated system, supported by improved technol-
ogy. The programme involves a number of measures, including the Performance Improvement 
Action Plan, development of the intermediate care service (ICS), the trial emergency aeromedi-
cal service (EAS), and the National Ambulance Service (NAS) Control Centre Reconfiguration 
Project.

The NAS is taking steps to addressing challenges nationally such as reliance on on-call 
rostering, geography,  resourcing and the use of emergency ambulances for routine transport. 
The move from on-call to on-duty rostering for ambulance services is a key part of improving 
the service as highly trained paramedic crews are on site in their stations or vehicles to respond 
immediately to dispatches. The NAS is also developing non-emergency transport, the national 
intermediate care service (ICS), for routine clinical transfers of patients, freeing ambulances for 
emergency responses.   

 In relation to the query raised by the Deputy in relation to ambulance services specifically  
in the Meath  area, as these  are operational issues for the HSE I have asked the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

28/05/2013WRGG02750Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

28/05/2013WRGG02800691. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the number of children and young 
persons aged under 18 years waiting for the fitting of dental braces by the Health Service Ex-
ecutive in Dublin 15; if he will outline in tabular form, each treatment waiting list category, in-
cluding a written explanation and definition for each category; the number of persons awaiting 
treatment in each category; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25889/13]

28/05/2013WRGG02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has com-
missioned an independent review of orthodontic services. The outcome of this review will give 
guidance as to what changes will be desirable to provide the best possible model of care deliv-
ery, given the current resources available and future demand for services. It is anticipated that 
a report for consideration by the HSE and the Department of Health will be ready by the end 
of the 2nd Quarter of 2013. The HSE has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy regarding 
orthodontic waiting lists in Dublin 15.

28/05/2013WRGG02950Proposed Legislation

28/05/2013WRGG03000692. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he proposes that the EC patient 
mobility directive will be transposed into Irish law this year by primary legislation or by statu-
tory instrument; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25895/13]

28/05/2013WRGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Deputy is referring to 
the EU Directive on the Application of Patients’ Rights in Cross Border Healthcare.  The pur-
pose of this Directive is to establish a clear legal framework to facilitate cross border health care 
with a focus on patient rights, information for patients on entitlements and patient choice.  The 
Directive deals with complex issues, both nationally and between Member States, and work 
continues on the preparation of proposals for legislation.  At this time it is not possible to be 
specific regarding dates for such legislation but details will be announced in due course.
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28/05/2013WRGG03150Rare Diseases Strategy Implementation

28/05/2013WRGG03200693. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the way Ehler’s Danlos syn-
drome is diagnosed and classified here; the incidence rate here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25918/13]

28/05/2013WRGG03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Ehler’s Danlos syndrome is an inherited con-
nective tissue disorder which effectives the joints, skin and blood vessels. It causes joints to 
be flexible and unstable, skin that tears easily and fragile blood vessels. There are a number 
of genetic mutations that give rise to the condition. Incidence data for Ireland is not available 
however international evidence for some of the gene mutations indicates incidence rates from 
between 1 in 10,000 to 1 in 250,000 people. Diagnostic tests typically include genetic testing, 
skin biopsies, cardiac evaluation and other biochemical tests. The treatments are mainly pallia-
tive to reduce the complications from the condition. These include both medical treatments and 
sometimes surgery for joint instability.  My Department is developing a rare disease plan which 
will be finalised later this year and deals with the diagnosis, management and information relat-
ing to rare diseases.

Question No. 694 answered with Question No. 614.

28/05/2013WRGG03450General Medical Services Scheme Payments

28/05/2013WRGG03500695. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive will 
consider reimbursing moneys paid for prescription medication per the approval of a medical 
card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25950/13]

28/05/2013WRGG03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

Question No. 696 answered with Question No. 689.

28/05/2013WRGG03750Road Improvement Schemes

28/05/2013WRGG03800697. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
grant for road improvement will be made available to Kerry County Council. [25111/13]

28/05/2013WRGG03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.  

I announced the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations on 25th January this year.  
A total of €350 million is being provided under the Regional and Local Roads Investment 
Programme this year.  From that overall total, Kerry County Council is being provided with an 
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allocation of approximately €14.2 million.

28/05/2013WRHH00150Traffic Calming Measures

28/05/2013WRHH00200698. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent funding status of the Whitehall Road phase 2 traffic calming scheme in Dublin; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25124/13]

28/05/2013WRHH00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.  I an-
nounced the 2013 regional and local road grants in January this year.  Local authorities are 
being provided with over €350 million for these roads this year.  From this allocation South 
Dublin County Council is being provided with over €4.7 million.

In July last year, local authorities were requested to submit Specific Grant applications 
for 2013.  I am not aware of any application from South Dublin County Council for a traffic 
calming scheme on the Whitehall Road  under this scheme of grants.  I will announce the 2014 
regional and local road grant allocations early next year.

28/05/2013WRHH00350Tourist Sites

28/05/2013WRHH00400699. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
Office of Public Works will list the top ten tourist sites here; the pricing structure for each site; 
and the number of visitors that each site receives per annum. [25128/13]

28/05/2013WRHH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Fáilte Ireland com-
piles figures annually on the visitor numbers to free and fee-paying visitor attractions.  These 
figures are published on the Fáilte Ireland website.  I have provided a web link to the relevant 
document below.  As the matter raised is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I am referring 
the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further details.  Please contact my private office if a 
reply is not received within ten working days.  

http://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_
Insights/1_Sectoral_SurveysReports/Visitors_to_Tourist_Attractions_2007-2011-(Revised-
Oct-2012).pdf?ext=.pdf . 

28/05/2013WRHH00550EU Funding

28/05/2013WRHH00600700. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of projects which were included in Ireland’s response to the most recent call 
for applications for EU Ten-T transport capital funding support; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25049/13]

28/05/2013WRHH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Funding applica-
tions under the Ten-T 2012 Calls are required to be for either Works or Studies.  In relation 
to transport, proposals for both Studies and Works pertaining to railway infrastructure were 
submitted by my Department. In addition, proposals were also submitted directly by Dublin, 
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Cork and Shannon Foynes port companies, which I was happy to endorse. These proposals are 
presently being independently evaluated by the Ten-T Executive Agency in Brussels and it is 
anticipated that the TEN-T Executive Agency will publish their final decisions later this year.

28/05/2013WRHH00750Rail Network

28/05/2013WRHH00800701. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the latest estimated cost of a proposed transport infrastructure project 
(details supplied); the scale of the likely contribution required by the Exchequer, as well as the 
possible scale of financial support that may be available from the EU and European Investment 
Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25050/13]

28/05/2013WRHH00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Dart Un-
derground project was postponed in November 2010 arising from the very difficult financial 
situation and the reduced funding for capital projects.  The DART Underground tunnel ele-
ment which had been proposed as a PPP required significant Exchequer support and is not cur-
rently affordable given the level of resources available for transport investment. Together 
with  Metro North it will be reviewed again in advance of the next capital plan which will 
commence in  2016. 

In this regard I have  instructed my Department to commence work on a “Strategic In-
vestment Framework for Land Transport” as a foundation document to inform that plan.  As 
part of the development of this framework, the National Transport Authority (NTA) which is 
responsible for the planning and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin 
Area (GDA) has been tasked with examining the transport investment needs in the GDA region 
focussing particularly on the two major public transport proposals – Metro North and DART 
Underground.  The outcome of that work will then be analysed and will inform the preparation 
of the Strategic Investment Framework for Land Transport.  Updated costings and likely fund-
ing options will only be available  at that stage.   

Prior to its postponement the European Investment Bank (EIB) had indicated a keen inter-
est in supporting DART Underground and this interest was confirmed to me at a  recent meet-
ing I had with the EIB Management Board.  As regards EU funding DART Underground is 
currently part of the Trans European Network (TEN-T) Belfast-Dublin-Cork Priority Project. 
It will also be included in the updated Core Ten-T Network and I have  also proposed that it 
be designated part of a specific Core Corridor under the Regulations governing the next round 
of Ten-T funding for the period 2014 -2020. This means that if the Dart Underground project 
or elements of the overall programme are included in the next capital programme they will be 
eligible for some limited co- funding under Ten-T.

I expect that  DART Underground  will remain a key element of the  overall transport in-
tegration strategy as it would deliver a quantum improvement in rail accessibility to the city 
centre with benefits for each of the four rail corridors radiating from the city centre.  The timing 
of its  delivery however is heavily dependent on economic recovery and access to a variety of 
funding sources.

28/05/2013WRHH00950Road Network

28/05/2013WRHH01000702. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
current status and possible timeframe for completion of the N25 New Ross bypass and the link 
between the proposed New Ross bypass and the existing Waterford bypass, which is also on the 
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N25; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25051/13]

28/05/2013WRHH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

28/05/2013WRHH01150Road Safety Issues

28/05/2013WRHH01200703. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ac-
tion the National Roads Authority is taking to address a safety issue (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25127/13]

28/05/2013WRHH01300706. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update in a project (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25154/13]

28/05/2013WRHH01400708. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to a situation (details supplied) in County Kerry; the action he intends 
to take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25156/13]

28/05/2013WRHH01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 703, 706 and 708 together.   

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementa-
tion of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the 
Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital 
budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance 
for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.  Noting the above position, I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

28/05/2013WRHH01550Rail Services

28/05/2013WRHH01600704. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he is satisfied with the level of connectivity in the inter-regional rail network; the reasons 
for the poor connectivity in the rail network, particularly in connections between the west and 
north west, for example the four hour journey involved in travelling from Galway to Cork by 
rail; his views on the absence of a rail network in the north west; and if he can provide a report 
of his Department’s projected spending for 2013 to improve inter-regional connectivity in the 
rail network. [25149/13]

28/05/2013WRHH01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland’s rail net-
work is primarily a radial network between Dublin and the regions.  Analysis by independent 
consultants AECOM in 2010, funded by my Department and commissioned by Iarnród Éire-
ann, analysed current and possible future demand to recommend an investment strategy for the 
national rail network. The analysis found that there was very limited demand for movement 
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between the regional cities and militated “ against substantial investment in providing connec-
tions between the regional cities, other than in those areas where the catchments of connected 
cities partially overlap, and InterCity connections allow both catchments to be connected with 
their relative city centres on a single service”.

The AECOM report also examined the potential for further expansion of the rail network in 
the North West, including further phases of the Western Rail Corridor from Tuam to Claremor-
ris and Collooney (providing for a direct rail connection between Limerick, Galway and Sligo) 
and Derry to Letterkenny, but found that the potential demand and economic return is insuf-
ficient to merit this investment.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) points out that Cork and Galway are connected by 
commercial express bus services provided by Citylink with a journey time of 3 hrs 20 minutes. 
Bus Eireann commercial Route 51 also provides this connection albeit on a multi stop service 
taking 4 hours 20 minutes. These are provided at no cost to the Exchequer whereas increasing 
rail services and improving rail journey times would require additional resources and invest-
ment which would have to be taken from other routes.

There are no current plans to extend the rail network e.g. in the North West and the primary 
focus will be the delivery of cost effective public bus and rural transport services in such areas.

Iarnród Éireann’ s allocation for investment outside of the Greater Dublin area for 2013 is 
€105m. The vast majority of this allocation goes towards the Rail Safety Programme with a 
view to to ensuring that the current infrastructure is fit for purpose. In addition to safety related 
works Iarnród Éireann is undertaking infrastructural works to improve journey times such as 
removing or upgrading level-crossings, providing automated ticketing machines, improving 
station facilities - all of which contribute to making the railway more competitive and attractive 
to passengers.

28/05/2013WRHH01725Cycling Policy

28/05/2013WRHH01800705. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
supports the development of a greenway between Kilmorna and Listowel, County Kerry along 
the old railway line; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25153/13]

28/05/2013WRHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department is supportive of the development of greenways, where possible, along 
disused rail lines and recognises the benefits of these initiatives to the local economy. However, 
these projects must be locally supported and locally led.  My Department is currently adminis-
tering a multi annual funding programme related to the development of the National Cycle Net-
work (NCN) to cover the period 2012 to 2016.  Significant investment has already been made 
in 2012 and 2013 with €7 million allocated to projects across Ireland.  This funding, which is 
provided to local authorities, will help to deliver cycleways in keeping with the objectives of 
the National Cycle Policy Framework.  As this phase of the programme will expire at the end of 
2013, it is my intention to initiate a new funding call later this year to provide, through competi-
tive process, a further tranche of funding for the remainder of the years to 2016.

The development of a greenway from Kilmorna to Listowel is  principally a matter for 
Kerry County Council.  Any plans to develop this stretch of rail line as a greenway by  Kerry 
County Council could be submitted to the Department under the next phase of the NCN fund-
ing programme, once initiated, although it should be noted that requests for funding are likely 
to significantly exceed the funds available and it is possible that only a small proportion of the 
projects seeking funding will be supported.
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Question No. 706 answered with Question No. 703.

28/05/2013WRHH02050Road Maintenance

28/05/2013WRHH02100707. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will help ensure continued aid for a project (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25155/13]

28/05/2013WRHH02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

I announced the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations on 25th January this year. 
A total of €350 million is being provided under the Regional and Local Roads Investment 
Programme this year.  From that allocation, Kerry County Council is being provided with an 
allocation of approximately €14.2 million.  As the Council is aware, the Specific Improvement 
Grants Scheme is being discontinued from 2014 onward in order to maximise the funding avail-
able for repair and strengthening work.  Some limited funding will be provided under this grant 
in 2014 for on-going projects which the Department is already committed to.  I will announce 
the 2014 regional and local road grant allocations early next year.

It is also important to reiterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads 
is to supplement Councils like Kerry County Council in their own resources spending in this 
area.  It is open to the Council to fund this project from its own resources.

Question No. 708 answered with Question No. 703.

28/05/2013WRHH02350National Lottery Funding Disbursement

28/05/2013WRHH02400709. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of national lottery sports funding his Department has granted, and to which clubs, in Tramore, 
County Waterford, in each of the past five years. [25211/13]

28/05/2013WRHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): Details of all grants awarded under the Sports Capital Programme, which is part funded 
from the proceeds of the National Lottery, are available on my Department’s website www.dt-
tas.ie.

28/05/2013WRHH02550Tourism Industry Issues

28/05/2013WRHH02600710. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
his Department has granted for tourism initiatives in Tramore, County Waterford, and to which 
local organisations or bodies, in each of the past five years. [25212/13]

28/05/2013WRHH02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten work-
ing days.
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28/05/2013WRHH02750Road Maintenance

28/05/2013WRHH02800711. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that a road (details supplied) has been closed; if there is any 
funding available for the works on the road to be carried out; if there are any emergency funds 
that the council may apply for to his Department to fix the road; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25229/13]

28/05/2013WRHH02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants. The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

There have been very large reductions in the funding available for roads expenditure over 
the past number of years.  Regional and local roads funding has reduced from €607 million in 
2007 to €350 million in 2013.  Meath County Council has been allocated over €10.7 million 
this year in regional and local road grants.  From this allocation, the Council is being provided 
with over €1.8 million in Discretionary Grants from which these works on the L56042 may be 
undertaken. It is also open to the Council to carry out works on this road under its Restoration 
Improvement programme for which the Council has an allocation of €5.5 million.

Given the current financial position the main focus will have to be on the maintenance and 
repair of roads and it will be necessary for local authorities to decide how best to manage their 
road budgets within the funding available.  In this context Councils have been given significant 
flexibility this year in the use of State grants and the reality of the funding position means that 
in all areas of activity priorities have to be set.

It is also important to re-iterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads 
is to supplement Councils like Meath County Council in their own resources spending in this 
area.

28/05/2013WRHH02950Aviation Issues

28/05/2013WRHH03000712. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on the need to enhance the rights and protection of air passengers which is not ad-
dressed in the consultation issues paper his Department published as part of a review of civil 
aviation policy; if he will address this matter in view of the recent proposals from the European 
Commission on air passengers rights and the fact that complaints against airlines remains high; 
if he will ensure the new civil aviation policy will address consumer issues; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25293/13]

28/05/2013WRHH03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue of air 
passenger rights is primarily a matter of Community competence as the EU has already legislat-
ed in this area in Regulation (EC) No. 261/2004.  In addition, Regulation (EC) No. 1008/2008 
on the operation of air services does not allow Member States to place additional requirements 
on air carriers operating intra-EU services so national Governments have very limited scope to 
act in this area.

The Issues Paper published by my Department as part of the proposed development of a 
new national aviation policy focusses primarily on issues where we have competence to act at 
a national level.  Passenger rights is, of course, an extremely important issue in the context of 
air travel and my Department has consulted widely on the recently published EU Commission 
proposal to revise Regulation (EC) 261/2004.  My officials are now examining the responses re-
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ceived to that consultation process with a view to developing a national position to put forward 
in the negotiations on this proposal in the European Council in the coming months.

28/05/2013WRHH03150Road Network

28/05/2013WRHH03200713. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
funds will be provided to Galway County Council to construct the Claregalway relief road; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25328/13]

28/05/2013WRHH03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authori-
ty, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads 
are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  Given the 
current financial position it has been necessary to reduce the grant allocations for major new 
road schemes and for major realignment schemes.  The main focus has to be on the maintenance 
and repair of roads and this will remain the position in the coming years. The small amount of 
funding available for major schemes will focus on projects already under construction or that 
this Department is already committed to.

I announced the 2013 regional and local road grant allocations on 25 January this year. A 
total of €350 million is being provided under the Regional and Local Roads Investment Pro-
gramme this year down from over €607 million in 2007.

The preliminary cost estimate given in the 2010 Feasibility Study Report for the project was 
approximately €21 million.  The funding available in 2013 for all strategic routes is just over 
€22 million.  The Council has been allocated €50,000 towards the design of the Báile Chláir 
Inner Relief Road this year however the reality is that my Department is not in a position to 
commit funding to the construction of a relief road for Claregalway at this stage, but we will 
reconsider the matter should the financial position improve.

28/05/2013WRHH03350Road Network

28/05/2013WRHH03400714. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
support the future funding for the proposed new Ballaghaderg Bridge north of Mitchelstown, 
County Cork, on the R513; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25354/13]

28/05/2013WRHH03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

The Specific Improvement Grants Scheme is being discontinued from 2014 onward in order 
to maximise the funding available for repair and strengthening work.  In lieu of the Specific Im-
provement Grant Programme, applications will be sought in mid-2013 for bridge repair works 
(which is a subset of the current Specific Grant Programme) for 2014.  This is in line with focus-
ing monies on road and bridge maintenance and strengthening.  Once applications are sought 
the council may wish to consider if funding for works on the bridge can be sought under the 
bridge programme and, if so, prioritise this project for consideration for funding in 2014.

It is also important to re-iterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads 
is to supplement Councils like Cork County Council in their own resources spending in this 
area.  I will announce the 2014 regional and local road grant allocations early next year.
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28/05/2013WRHH03550Clamping Industry

28/05/2013WRHH03600715. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to examine the operation of clamping companies and the practice of clamping; when legislation 
will be brought forward to regulate private clamping operators; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25367/13]

28/05/2013WRHH03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While Section 
101B of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, provides for the clamping and/or towing of vehicles by 
local authorities or their agents on public roads or local authority car parks, there is currently 
no regulation of clamping companies nor of the activity of clamping on private land.  In line 
with the commitment contained in the Programme for Government to “legislate to regulate the 
vehicle clamping industry” , the Government recently approved the Heads of the Regulation of 
Vehicle Immobilisation Bill, which are available on my Department’s website.  Under the pro-
visions of this Bill, the National Transport Authority will be given powers to license clamping 
companies, set clamping-release fees, establish an appeals process and separate complaints pro-
cedure, as well as introducing an industry-wide code of practice.  The Bill will be drafted over 
the coming months in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and I hope to  introduce it in the 
Oireachtas by the end of the year.

28/05/2013WRHH03750Rural Transport Services Provision

28/05/2013WRHH03800716. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if leg-
islative requirements are necessary to allow the voluntary driver proposal to operate under the 
rural transport scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25383/13]

28/05/2013WRHH03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): It will be necessary to make legal provision to exclude from the application of the 
Small Public Service Vehicle regulations the type of community car service referred to by the 
Deputy, with due regard to the not-for-profit operation of such services. A legal amendment will 
be made to the Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 to remove any ambiguity concerning the continued 
operation of community car services in the context of the licensing requirements under the Bill.

28/05/2013WRHH03950Public Transport Provision

28/05/2013WRHH04000717. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a tender to Bus Éireann for its vehicle recovery and towing service by a company 
(details supplied); when a decision will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25384/13]

28/05/2013WRHH04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.   Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

28/05/2013WRHH04150Tourism Promotion

28/05/2013WRHH04200718. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a progress report on the Wild Atlantic Way; if the route is finalised; if there are spur 
routes adjacent to various attractions on the main route signposted; if there is funding available 
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to promote and market the route; if local communities are involved in the promotion and mar-
keting in their own areas; and if he will provide a map outlining the finished proposed route. 
[25430/13]

28/05/2013WRHH04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a response is not received within ten 
working days.

28/05/2013WRJJ0010028/05/2013WRJJ00150Public Transport Provision

28/05/2013WRJJ00200719. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a licence will be granted for an hourly bus service proposed from Dublin Airport to Ennis in 
advance of the upcoming peak summer season; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25518/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The licensing 
of bus services is an operational matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA).  I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

28/05/2013WRJJ00350Cycling Policy

28/05/2013WRJJ00400720. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to review regulations in respect of cycle tracks; if he will outline the regulations in respect of 
the use of footpaths by cyclists; if this practice is prohibited; the penalties that apply for same; 
and the way this is monitored and policed. [25593/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 108 of the 
Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended, provides that a member of An Garda Síochána may demand 
the name, address and date of birth of a pedal cyclist when intercepted committing a road traffic 
offence.  The section also provides for the seizure of the bicycle if the cyclist refuses to provide 
their name, address and date of birth or the Garda suspects that false or misleading information 
has being given to them.  The section also provides for the seizure of the bicycle if the cyclist 
refuses to provide their name, address and date of birth or the Garda suspects that false or mis-
leading information has being given to them.      

Road traffic legislation is of its nature subject to constant change and growth.  I have no 
specific plans to review the legislation on cycle tracks.  Offences committed by cyclists are 
prosecuted by way of summons to court and the penalty on conviction is provided by section 
102 of the Road Traffic Act 1961, i.e. a fine of up to €1,000 for a first offence, a fine of up to 
€2,000 for a subsequent offence, and a fine of up to €2,000 and/or imprisonment for up to three 
months in the case of a third or subsequent offence within a 12 month period.  The enforcement 
of road traffic legislation is a matter for An Garda Síochána.

28/05/2013WRJJ00550Public Transport Provision

28/05/2013WRJJ00600721. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the possibility of extending a Dublin Bus Service to the airport to better serve the Dublin North 
West area; if the option of extending the number 4 or 83 services could be considered in view 
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of the fact that both already terminate in Harristown adjacent to the airport; and if a feasibility 
survey will be undertaken by the National Transport Authority on these or other local services. 
[25610/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The provision of 
services is a matter for Dublin Bus, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA).  
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to both Dublin Bus and the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive replies within ten working days.

28/05/2013WRJJ00750Road Improvement Schemes

 722. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
reintroduce a local road improvement scheme which would cover privately owned roads; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25628/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ00825Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Local Im-
provements Scheme provided funding for the maintenance and improvement of private road-
ways which are, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant landowner.  State grants available 
to supplement expenditure by local authorities on the maintenance of regional and local roads 
have been reduced significantly and there will be further cuts over the next few years.  The scale 
of the cuts have necessitated that some grant programmes be curtailed or ended.

In making adjustments to the regional and local roads allocations the primary aim has been, 
as far as is possible, to protect previous investment in the road network and use the  available 
funding to maintain and restore public roads, including those in rural areas.  Given that priority, 
it was not possible to provide a separate allocation under the Local Improvement Scheme in 
2013.  Instead this year local authorities have been provided with the opportunity to use up to 
7% of their Discretionary Grant for works on these private roads under the Local Improvements 
Scheme should they wish to do so, however it is a matter for each Council to prioritise their 
work programmes and decide if they wish to avail of this flexibility.

28/05/2013WRJJ00850Tourism Industry Issues

28/05/2013WRJJ00900723. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in the 
context of positive national numbers for tourism for the first quarter of 2013, the action he has 
undertaken in conjunction with Bord Fáilte to promote greater balance in tourism between Dub-
lin and the periphery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25768/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The tourism and 
hospitality sector employs an estimated 185,000 people across the country and tourism gener-
ates revenue of the order of €5.5 billion a year.  The Government has taken a number of mea-
sures to assist the tourism sector including reductions in VAT and employers’ PRSI and the 
short term visa waiver programme.  More recently the Government extended the Employment 
and Incentive Investment Scheme to include tourism accommodation.  In addition, a diesel fuel 
rebate will come into effect in July which will benefit coach operators.  These measures have a 
beneficial impact on businesses across the country. 

Fáilte Ireland has funded a range of capital projects outside of Dublin including the Great 
Western Greenway in County Mayo, the Sliabh Liag cliffs project in Donegal, the Wetlands Eco 
Park in Tralee, Mizen Head Bridge, Killarney House, the Waterford Viking Triangle, Killarney 
Downhill Mountain Bike Trail, new pontoons in Portmagee, and the re-development of King 
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John’s Castle in Limerick.  The route of the Wild Atlantic Way was also finalised and announced 
recently. This route will link Cork to Donegal and will provide a compelling reason for visitors 
to spend their holiday in the West.

A wide variety of business supports are available from Fáilte Ireland to tourism enterprises 
in all regions.  Many festivals and events outside of Dublin are also in receipt of significant 
State funding.  These include events such as the Rose of Tralee, the Galway Arts Festival, 
Kilkenny Arts Festival and Sligo Live.  The Gathering is having a major impact across the 
country and, after Dublin, Cork, Mayo, Donegal, Galway and Kerry have the most number of 
Gatherings arranged for this summer.  The busiest day for Gatherings will be Saturday 1 June, 
with 72 gatherings taking place throughout the country.  In promoting the island of Ireland as 
a visitor destination Tourism Ireland also highlight the many attractions and experiences avail-
able to visitor right across the country.

28/05/2013WRJJ01050Road Tolls

28/05/2013WRJJ01100724. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to introduce a toll on the M2 motorway; the details of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25776/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme, and in this regard I have already made clear that no new tolls 
will be introduced while I am Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  The statutory power 
to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with pri-
vate investors in respect of national roads is vested in the NRA under Part V of the Roads Act 
1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads Act 2007).  Not-
ing the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days

28/05/2013WRJJ01250Public Transport Provision

28/05/2013WRJJ01300725. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if ticket 
machines for the operations of Irish Rail, DART, Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann and Luas are cur-
rently accepting the new €5 notes that have recently been issued by EU member states, includ-
ing the Central Bank of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25874/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for the relevant transport providers and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the 
companies for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive replies within 
ten working days.

28/05/2013WRJJ01450Tourism Industry Issues

28/05/2013WRJJ01500726. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the funding options available through his Department which may be available to support a proj-
ect (details supplied) in County Meath. [25881/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): No funding is 
available from my Department as its role in relation to tourism is primarily concerned with 
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national policy and the State Tourism agencies, under the aegis of the Department, deal with 
the operation and administration of that policy.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received 
within ten working days.

28/05/2013WRJJ01650Rail Network

28/05/2013WRJJ01700727. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details of the costs to Irish Rail of the rebranding with their new logo; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25882/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is a matter for Irish Rail and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

28/05/2013WRJJ01850Road Network

28/05/2013WRJJ01900728. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding an application by Donegal County Council for funding to develop a new bridge at 
Cockhill, Buncrana, County Donegal; if he recognises the critical importance of this structure 
to the Inishowen peninsula; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25885/13]

28/05/2013WRJJ02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.    

In July last year local authorities were invited to submit applications for consideration for 
funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme - the  category that would 
cover such works.  Donegal County Council applied for funding for eleven projects under this 
grant category but Cockhill Bridge was not among the Council’s applications.  The Specific 
Improvement Grants Scheme is being suspended from 2014 onward in order to maximise the 
funding available for repair and strengthening work.  It is important to reiterate that the role 
of the Exchequer grant aid is to supplement Councils’ own resource spending on regional and 
local roads. 




