
Questions - Written Answers

114

      Questions Nos. 1 to 25, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 26 to 51, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 52 to 59, inclusive, answered orally.

State Banking Sector Regulation

21/05/2013WRA0070060. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether action in 
relation to warehousing of tracker mortgages is essential to ensure the long term profitability of 
the State supported banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23934/13]

21/05/2013WRA00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will appreciate, officials 
from the Irish authorities are in regular dialogue with all of the State supported banks in an ef-
fort to enhance stability and to facilitate the sectors’ return to profitability.  The long term profit-
ability of the State supported banks depends on many variables, the impact of trackers is only 
one of those.  There has been improvement in many other variables that impact on profitability 
of the State supported banks.  I would draw the Deputy’s attention in particular, to cost reduc-
tions, improved funding costs, reduced ELG costs as a result of the ending of the ELG scheme, 
expected reductions in impairments and Net Interest Margin improvements all of which should 
have positive impacts on profitability.     

Obviously unprofitable tracker mortgages represent a drag on the profitability of the State 
supported institutions and my officials continue to discuss possible solutions with those institu-
tions and market participants.  The Deputy will recognise that there would be a cost associated 
with the removal of unprofitable tracker mortgages from the balance sheets of the State sup-
ported institutions and this cost would have to be borne by some entity. 

The Deputy should be aware however that the State supported banks’ tracker mortgages 
are not a homogenous group of mortgages and the terms on which they were written can and 
do vary.  In particular, while a significant number of tracker mortgages, especially those writ-
ten during the later stages of the boom had low contractual margins over base rates, it is not 
the case that all tracker mortgages are unprofitable.  The profitability or otherwise of a tracker 
mortgage is a function of a number of variables including the base rate, the margin the borrower 
is contracted to pay over the base rate and the funding cost to the institution of that mortgage. 

As the Deputy is aware the State supported banks provide a considerable level of disclosure 
on their financial performance in their annual reports and other financial statements.  Copies of 
these reports can be found on the websites of each of the State supported institutions.  These 
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institutions provide detailed information on their mortgage portfolios.  The impact of tracker 
mortgages, as a group, on the financial performance of each State supported institution is not 
explicitly shown however. 

As no decision to transfer the tracker mortgage portfolios of the State supported institutions 
to any other entity has been taken, I cannot outline the impact that such a transfer would have 
on the long term profitability of the State supported banks.  

21/05/2013WRB00150Central Bank of Ireland Staff

21/05/2013WRB0020061. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance his views on the departure 
of senior personnel from the regulatory side to take up roles in the financial services sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23929/13]

21/05/2013WRB0030063. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to a practice at the Central Bank of Ireland where retiring directors are re-hired on con-
tracts for a number of days a week for a year as a means of increasing their pensions. [23959/13]

21/05/2013WRB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 61 and 
63 together. 

It is to be expected that staff will move between the Central Bank and the financial sector 
in both directions.  This can be healthy to the extent that it allows the Central Bank to gain ac-
cess to high-level sectoral expertise while allowing those with regulatory experience to move 
into the industry and support a compliance culture.  This process needs to be managed in a way 
that ensures the independence and integrity of the Central Bank is preserved and seen to be pre-
served.  To address this, a Human Resources Strategy has been developed by the Central Bank, 
which includes as key elements talent management and succession planning.  I have been in-
formed by the Central Bank that it has appropriate policies and procedures in place to deal with 
departures of senior personnel to take up roles in the financial services sector.   Specifically, this 
potential issue is taken into account when drafting new contracts for certain roles or reassigning 
staff to other duties if a potential for conflict arises.  

The Central Bank Code of Ethics requires that in the event of an employee intending to 
leave the employment of the Central Bank to take up alternative employment, self-employment 
or business, they are obliged to provide early notification to line management when a conflict 
of interest exists, or might be perceived to exist, between those duties held in the Central Bank 
and those to be undertaken with the new employer, in self-employment or in business.  In such 
circumstances, the Central Bank may assign alternative tasks to the individual while their notice 
period is being served. 

The notice period may be lengthened in excess of the contractual or statutory notice period 
by mutual agreement where it is felt that it is in the best interests of the Central Bank and the 
employee.

I am informed by the Central Bank that there is no practice there of rehiring retired directors 
or other retired staff in order to increase their individual pension benefits.  In very exceptional 
and limited circumstances, the Central Bank may re-engage retired staff subject to public sec-
tor norms and pension scheme rules but pension benefits do not increase as a result of this re-
engagement.
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Mortgage Arrears Proposals

21/05/2013WRB0050062. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date in 
implementation of the mortgage arrears resolution targets; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23935/13]

21/05/2013WRB00600122. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance if he will will update Dáil Éire-
ann on his strategy for supporting homeowners in mortgage difficulty; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23752/13]

21/05/2013WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 
122 together.  

As the Deputies are aware, on 13 March the Central Bank announced new measures to 
address mortgage arrears, including the publication of performance targets for proposing and 
concluding sustainable solutions for borrowers in arrears over 90 days for the main mortgage 
banks and proposed changes to the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears. 

While the Central Bank is not mandating any particular model of restructuring and while 
sustainable solutions will be arrived at on a case-by-case basis, there are some fundamental 
principles that must be respected as follows:

- The affordability assessment of the borrower needs to be based on both their current and 
prospective future servicing capacity for all borrowings; assumed prospective future increases 
in the debt servicing ability of the borrower must be credible and conservative 

- Lenders need to apply a realistic valuation of the borrower’s assets, in particular their 
property.  This also applies to any assumption of potential asset price appreciation, as well as 
the estimated costs related to a potential foreclosure of property; and

- Lenders need to use an appropriate interest rate when discounting future income flows, 
which should take account of the lender’s cost of funds. 

The Central Bank will assess compliance with these principles in its supervisory audit of 
compliance with the targets, including through analysis of a sample of modifications.

The Central Bank has now written to each of the 6 specified institutions to set out the report-
ing timelines required with regard to the public and non-public targets of each institution and 
the target levels.

It is fair to say that progress is underway and the Deputy may wish to note that in the Central 
Bank’s Q4 2012 mortgage arrears statistics, the Central Bank has indicated that overall there 
were around 23,430 mortgage accounts that had permanent restructure types at the end Decem-
ber 2012.  In addition, the two pillar banks have indicated that each bank will assess at a mini-
mum 1,500 cases each month to determine whether the mortgage is sustainable and identify the 
most appropriate forbearance treatment.

Separately from this Central Bank action, the new personal insolvency system, in particular 
the new resolution frameworks provided for in the Personal Insolvency Act, will be shortly be 
available to borrowers who are in significant difficulty in their mortgage repayments.  Utilising 
this process, the borrower will be in a position to consult an independent personal insolvency 
practitioner and where necessary to make a formal and realistic personal insolvency arrange-
ment proposal to all eligible creditors, including a mortgage lender.  In such a situation the 
creditors will be obliged to formally consider and vote on the arrangement as proposed by the 
debtor.  I would also remind the Deputies that, under the mortgage advisory service developed 
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by the Department of Social Protection, independent financial advice is available to borrow-
ers who have been offered a long term forbearance option by the lender, and a panel of around 
2,000 qualified accountants is now in place to provide this service.   

Taken together, the framework is in place to enable banks to work with distressed hom-
eowners to reach sustainable solutions for dealing with their personal indebted situations. 

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 61.

EU Directives

21/05/2013WRB0090064. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of 
the proposed bank resolution scheme which is being considered by ECOFIN under his chair-
manship; if he will confirm the order in which it is proposed that bank creditors absorb losses 
under the proposed arrangement; if he is proposing a lower limit to the amount of deposits which 
can be affected in such a scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23660/13]

21/05/2013WRB0100075. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure deposits are pro-
tected in any revised Eurozone bank resolution mechanism; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23924/13]

21/05/2013WRB01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 64 and 
75 together.  

The Bank Recovery and Resolution (“BRRD”) proposal aims to introduce an effective re-
covery and resolution framework for credit institutions and investment firms at national level to 
ensure minimum harmonisation at EU level.  The proposed directive provides for three stages 
of crisis prevention and management: a preventative stage, an early intervention stage and a 
resolution stage.  Part of the resolution stage provides for a bail-in tool which is a mechanism 
for allocating losses to shareholders and creditors of the institution under resolution in accor-
dance with an established bail-in hierarchy.

The BRRD proposal, as published by the Commission, provides that under bail-in losses 
would in the first instance be allocated to shareholders.  Once shareholders claims have been 
exhausted subordinated creditors would then be written down.  Only when these claims have 
been exhausted could senior creditors be written down. 

The hierarchy of claims for bail-in in the BRRD proposal that was published by the Com-
mission last year does not differentiate between different classes of senior creditors such as 
depositors with deposits over €100,000 (uninsured depositors) and senior bondholders.  This 
matter is the subject of on-going debate in the Council negotiations on the BRRD file.

At ECOFIN earlier this month I asked finance ministers to consider the scope and design 
of the bail-in tool in the BRRD directive.  Among other things, these discussions focused on 
how bail-in would apply to uninsured depositors (i.e. deposits greater than €100,000).  I pro-
posed that these depositors should be given a higher ranking in the hierarchy of claims than 
other senior debt.  In effect they would only ever bear losses after other senior creditors such 
as bondholders. 

I am glad to report that the discussion provided the Presidency with sufficient clarity on the 
position of Member States to enable us to press ahead with our efforts to achieve agreement 
on this file.  On the question of how deposits are affected I noted convergence on a number of 
points:
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- agreement among Member States that deposits under €100,000 must be fully guaranteed;

- considerable support for depositor preference for uninsured deposits i.e. they would be the 
last category to be bailed-in.

The Deputies will be aware that the Government fully adheres to the EU policy of guaran-
teeing deposits of €100,000 per customer, per bank.

The objective of the Irish Presidency in placing this item on the May ECOFIN agenda was 
to try to achieve a common understanding on this issue which would help to unlock discussion 
on other areas of the BRRD notably the financing element.  

I am proposing to bring the BRRD dossier back to the ECOFIN on 21st June with a view to 
reaching a Council agreement on the overall BRRD proposal.

Promissory Note Negotiations

21/05/2013WRB0120065. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Finance the outcome of his recent ne-
gotiations at European leader level in relation to the promissory notes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19949/13]

21/05/2013WRB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, on 6/7 Febru-
ary the liquidation of IBRC was agreed in the Houses of the Oireachtas and the IBRC Promis-
sory Notes were replaced with longer-dated Irish Government Bonds.  This followed extensive 
discussions with our European partners at all levels, particularly in the later stages of 2012 and 
into 2013.   

The new arrangements go a long way towards addressing the systemic liquidity issue in the 
Irish banking system and substantially improve the debt position of the State, while materially 
improving our ability to regain access to the bond markets and exit the Troika programme. 

The Promissory Notes were replaced with a portfolio of Irish Government bonds compris-
ing: 

- three tranches of €2 billion, each maturing after 25, 28 and 30 years; 

- three tranches of €3 billion, each maturing after 32, 34 and 36 years; 

- two tranches of €5 billion, each maturing after 38 and 40 years.

The principal benefits from this arrangement are:

- The Promissory Notes are gone.  They were exchanged for long term Government Bonds, 
with an average maturity of 34 to 35 years as opposed to the 7 to 8 year average maturity on the 
Promissory Notes. 

- The maturity of the bonds have significant benefits from a market perspective as it ensures 
the liability to repay is beyond most credit investors’ time horizon.

- A reduction in the State’s General Government deficit of approximately €1 billion (0.6% of 
GDP) per annum over the coming years, which will bring us closer to attaining our 3% deficit 
target by 2015.

- A significant element of the interest payments on the Government bonds, which are held 
by the Irish Central Bank, will ultimately be returned to the Exchequer in the form of Central 
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Bank dividends.

- The State will be borrowing €20 billion less cash over the next 10 years due to the cash-
flow benefit of this arrangement.  Next year the cash flow benefit will be €2.3 billion (excluding 
initial transaction costs).  

- The arrangement will lead to a substantial improvement in the State’s debt position over 
time.

- The housing of all the ‘wind down assets’ in one entity (NAMA) will result in just one 
wind-down vehicle.

The substantial benefits of this arrangement flow from the exchange of the Promissory Notes 
for far more efficient financing from the State’s perspective.

This Government is aware that this solution does not address other challenges in the Irish 
banking system.  However it was an important step in restoring the health of the Irish banking 
sector and confidence in the Irish economy.  We have been seeking and will continue to seek a 
comprehensive solution to the remaining structural and funding issues in our banking sector, in 
conjunction with our European partners.  We will continue to participate in the development of 
the ESM and the structuring of the Single Supervisory Mechanism to ensure that Ireland will 
benefit, on similar terms to other member states, from developments in this regard. 

Euro Coins Production

21/05/2013WRB0140066. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance his view on abolishing 
one and two cent coins. [23960/13]

21/05/2013WRB01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In 2011, I requested that the Central 
Bank examine ways to improve Ireland’s payment infrastructure.  The Central Bank established 
a Steering Committee which prepared and submitted the National Payments Plan to me.  The 
membership of the Steering Group was to act as representatives for all sections in society, in-
cluding marginalised and disadvantaged groups.  Government subsequently approved the plan 
in April 2013.    

The National Payments Plan will target improving consumer payments systems, modernis-
ing business payments, promoting electronic payment methods, reducing costly cheque usage, 
increasing the efficiency of the use of cash and ensuring that Ireland meets its commitments un-
der the Single European Payments Area Regulation.  The National Payments Plan outlines that 
if Ireland were to match best practice in Europe, savings of up to €1 billion per annum could 
be made to the economy.  This would result in better value for the customer, lower back-office 
administration cost for Government, lower administration cost for business and lower operating 
costs for financial institutions. 

On the specific query that the Deputy has raised, the National Payments Plan has made a 
recommendation surrounding the use of one and two cent coins in Ireland.  There is evidence 
that one and two cent coins are not actively used by consumers.  It is expensive to continually 
mint and re-issue new coins.  The National Payments Plan does not envisage that one and two 
cent coins would be abandoned; they would remain legal tender. 

The Steering Committee intends to trial the use of a rounding convention in a pilot project 
in a mid-size Irish town.  The rounding convention is entirely voluntary on the part of both 
consumers and retailers.  This rounding convention operates successfully in other jursidictions 
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inside and outside the EU e.g. the Netherlands, Finland, Australia and New Zealand.  The pilot 
is expected to run in August/September of 2013 and to finish by November 2013.  The report 
on the basis of the pilot project will be submitted to and reviewed by the Steering Committee, 
which will subsequently report to Government through my Department.  An appropriate Gov-
ernment decision informed by that report will follow.

A change in the legal tender status of these coins requires action at EU level.  Consideration 
of this issue is currently ongoing at EU level.  On 14 May the Commission issued a communica-
tion to the European Parliament and Council relating to the continued issuance of the one and 
two cent coins. 

Shadow Banking Sector

21/05/2013WRC0020067. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if the issue of shadow 
banking here was discussed at the meeting of EU Finance and Economic Ministers that he at-
tended last week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23986/13]

21/05/2013WRC00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Shadow banking was not discussed at 
the ECOFIN meeting of EU Finance and Economic Ministers on 14 May.    

The agenda dealt with Banking Recovery and Resolution; the draft Budget; Savings Taxa-
tion agreements with third countries; tax evasion and fraud; macroeconomic imbalances; Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union, including the introduction of a Convergence and Competitiveness 
Instrument and ex ante economic policy reforms; and discussions on G20 Finance Ministers 
and Governors (18-19 April) and IMF/World Bank.

The Commission will in summer 2013, as a follow up to their Green Paper of March 2012, 
and the international work coordinated by the Financial Stability Board, address the systemic 
problems related to shadow banking. My Department is awaiting the publication of the Com-
mission’s proposals and will engage fully with efforts to improve regulation of shadow banking.

21/05/2013WRC00350Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRC0040068. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if the National Asset Management 
Agency has been approached by, or on behalf of, farmers seeking to harvest fodder on lands 
under NAMA’s control; and if so, the way NAMA has responded; NAMA’s position on such 
requests; and if NAMA has communicated its position to its borrowers. [23952/13]

21/05/2013WRC00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that such re-
quests, in so far as there may be any, would be received by its debtors and receivers and not by 
the Agency itself, given that it is a secured lender and does not own agricultural land.     

I am advised by NAMA that farmers seeking access to an individual property should in the 
first instance contact the owner of the property or the receiver, if one is in place.  If farmers are 
experiencing difficulty in relation to contacting such parties, they can contact NAMA directly 
through the Agency’s dedicated email address for members of the public, info@nama.ie and 
NAMA will bring any requests received to the attention of debtors or receivers.

European Banking Union

21/05/2013WRC0060069. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on progress made 
towards a banking union. [23951/13]
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21/05/2013WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The European Council meeting of 29 
June 2012 considered a report from the President of the European Council in cooperation with 
the Presidents of the Commission, Eurogroup and ECB which set out building blocks for future 
Economic and Monetary Union. One of these building blocks is an integrated financial frame-
work or banking union which comprises three elements (a) an integrated system for the super-
vision of cross-border banks in the form of the single supervisor mechanism (‘SSM’), (b) a re-
casting of the deposit insurance scheme directive (‘DGS’) to further harmonise national DGSs, 
and (c) a European harmonised Bank Recovery & Resolution scheme commonly referred to 
as the BRRD.    Significantly the statement of the Euro area Summit clearly stated that when a 
single supervisory mechanism was in place for banks in the euro area the ESM could, following 
a regular decision, have the possibility to recapitalise banks directly. Furthermore to complete 
the Banking Union initiative the European Commission will this summer bring forward propos-
als for a Single Resolution Mechanism (SRM) to coordinate the application of resolution tools 
to banks. The European Council of December 2012 noted the Commission’s intention to submit 
a proposal for an SRM for Member States participating in the SSM to be examined as a matter 
of urgency during the current parliamentary cycle of the EP i.e.,  before May 2014.

The stated position of the Ecofin is that the building blocks for Banking Union should be put 
in place as soon as possible. This is a sensible approach and our work as Presidency is helping 
to advance Banking Union in as speedy a manner as possible. As we move into the final weeks 
of our Presidency we will continue to afford top priority to the legislative files relating to Bank-
ing Union in line with the conclusions of the European Council which set out a time frame and 
series of steps for achieving this.

The Irish Presidency is giving absolute priority to all the files relating to the promotion of 
Banking Union in line with the ambitious agenda for Banking Union. We have achieved agree-
ment on the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) - a very significant step forward towards 
ensuring financial stability and thus facilitating growth. 

We have also achieved agreement on the Capital Requirements Directive IV, which aims to 
strengthen the capital requirements for banks and the overall effectiveness of regulation for the 
sector and enhance financial stability.  

We have made good progress towards agreement on the Bank Recovery and Resolution 
Directive as the essential next step, with a view to agreement by June of this year, as envisaged 
by the European Council. Once this has been agreed, the European Commission is expected to 
submit a proposal for a single resolution authority, which will build on the work now underway. 
The remaining work on the DGS can commence once the financing elements of the BRRD have 
been agreed.

An important complement to the Banking Union package is the development of an opera-
tional framework for the direct recapitalisation of banks by the European Stability Mechanism 
(ESM) which should include the definition of legacy assets. It is expected that the ESM guide-
lines on the Direct Banking Recapitalisation instrument will be completed by end June.  

State Banking Sector Regulation

21/05/2013WRC0080070. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the future of Perma-
nent TSB; the way it can assist in strengthening consumer choice in the Irish banking sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23939/13]

21/05/2013WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I stated in response to PQ 2009/13 a 
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way forward for Permanent TSB was agreed with the Troika in April 2012 which envisaged it 
playing an important role in the future of Irish retail banking, being a more focused retail bank 
bringing an element of competition to the marketplace which has consolidated significantly 
since 2008. In this regard Permanent TSB submitted a Restructuring Plan to the European Com-
mission in June 2012.   Permanent TSB has made significant progress in delivering its Restruc-
turing Plan and has announced plans to lend €450 million for Mortgages, Personal Loans and 
Credit Cards in 2013, a significant increase on the €90 million lent in 2012. 

I welcome the commitment to new lending by Permanent TSB which should be of assis-
tance to the wider economy and strengthen consumer choice in the Irish banking sector.

21/05/2013WRC00950Tax Avoidance Issues

21/05/2013WRC0100071. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the actions that he will take to 
assist in combatting international tax evasion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23938/13]

21/05/2013WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they are strongly focused on ensuring optimal compliance with tax obligations, 
and that non-compliance is confronted and penalised. Revenue’s overall approach to manag-
ing compliance is to undertake a range of targeted interventions that are most appropriate for 
dealing with the specific risks presented in individual cases. In 2012, Revenue carried out more 
than 537,000 compliance interventions, which yielded more than €492 million.   I am advised 
also that Revenue continues to develop innovative ways of identifying non-compliance and 
bringing to account those who fail to comply with their tax obligations, including those who 
seek to evade their responsibilities through the use of offshore accounts and structures. They 
are assisted in this work by robust legislation to support compliance activities, including, for 
example, the recent obligation that has been placed on merchant acquirers and other payment 
settlement entities to make returns of transactions, principally credit card transactions, to Rev-
enue. Their work is also supported and enhanced with appropriate technology, including their 
Risk Evaluation Analysis and Profiling (REAP) risk identification system and capture of data 
from multiple sources.

Ireland has been to the forefront in acting against the use of offshore accounts for the pur-
poses of evading tax. Revenue set up a dedicated unit, tasked with identifying and investigating 
Irish residents engaged in this form of tax evasion, in 2001. Further investigations targeting the 
settlement of funds and assets on trusts and similar offshore structures were initiated in 2009. 
Schemes of voluntary disclosure and investigations undertaken have, to date, resulted in collec-
tion of €1.1 billion in tax liabilities, statutory interest payments and penalties, of which almost 
€19 million was collected in 2012.  These investigations are ongoing and most recently have led 
to the uncovering of two types of cash extraction schemes with total tax at risk of €198.5 mil-
lion.   Recent developments have also included analysing details of payments made in Ireland 
using foreign credit cards. Revenue will continue to act in a very determined way to deal with 
tax evasion in all its forms.

Ireland is also committed to working closely with other countries to combat offshore tax 
evasion. 69 bilateral Double Taxation Agreements and 21 Tax Information Exchange Agree-
ments are in place which ensure a system of full exchange of tax information. In addition, in 
December 2012, Ireland became one of the first countries in the world to sign an Agreement 
with the United States of America to Improve International Tax Compliance and to Implement 
FATCA   (that is, the United States Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act).  This type of agree-
ment is now being hailed as the emerging international standard for the automatic exchange of 
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tax information. Revenue also participates in the OECD Forum for Tax Administration’s Off-
shore Compliance Network, which is a forum for the countries concerned to share information 
and experiences on practical issues relating to the fight against offshore evasion.

Combating tax fraud and evasion has also been a priority during our Presidency of the EU 
and work has been taken forward in a number of key areas. Following a very productive dis-
cussion on the issue at the informal ECOFIN meeting in April, Commissioner Semeta and I 
issued a joint letter to ECOFIN Ministers inviting them to agree a range of measures to tackle 
tax fraud and evasion. Significant progress was made in this regard at the ECOFIN meeting 
on 14 May, at which agreement was reached on a mandate for negotiating amendments to the 
Savings Tax Agreements with Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Andorra and San Marino to 
ensure equivalence of measures with the EU. Also at the ECOFIN meeting on 14 May, Minis-
ters adopted Council Conclusions strongly welcoming the European Commission’s Action Plan 
on tackling tax fraud, evasion and aggressive tax planning, and reaffirming their commitment 
to collective action in this area working in close cooperation with the OECD and the G20. The 
issue of tax fraud and evasion is an important agenda item at the European Council meeting on 
22 May and it is intended to return to the matter at the ECOFIN meeting in June.  

Finally, I am advised by Revenue that they have published detailed guidance in relation to 
employer withholding tax obligations for international employees working in the State which  
clarifies a number of anti-avoidance measures introduced in the Finance Act 2006 to combat 
non-compliance with employer statutory requirements.  

Debt Resolution Pilot Scheme

21/05/2013WRC0120072. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the implications for the Central 
Bank of Ireland’s pilot scheme debt resolution scheme of indications from credit unions that 
they will not participate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23918/13]

21/05/2013WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has commenced a 
process to facilitate a voluntary agreement outlining a co-ordinated approach among lenders to 
the resolution of multiple debts owed by distressed borrowers.   An unsustainable debt position 
has been reached by many borrowers, which needs to be addressed for the benefit of both bor-
rowers and lenders alike.  I have been informed by the Central Bank that this initiative is being 
implemented to establish, on a test basis, an approach to deal with both secured and unsecured 
debt in a sample of approximately 750 cases where borrowers have debts with multiple lenders. 
The Central Bank envisage that the participants in the pilot framework will be the main retail 
lending banks and the credit unions that have agreed to participate, as well as certain other 
unsecured lenders. This pilot framework contains a restructuring waterfall that will be applied 
to each borrower that agrees to participate, in order to establish the most appropriate modifi-
cation to put him or her on an affordable repayment path. The pilot framework is expected to 
commence in June and will operate for a period of three months, after which the results will be 
assessed to establish the effectiveness of the framework and to determine the appropriate next 
steps.    

The Central Bank are actively encouraging the involvement of all lenders in the process to 
ensure maximum effectiveness of this learning and information gathering pilot stage, and are 
encouraged to have a number of lenders engaged to date. The Central Bank have written to all 
credit unions individually to invite them to participate in the pilot framework and are confident 
that the pilot framework will offer outcomes which support borrowers and will allow the Cen-
tral Bank to test and learn from this approach.
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It must be borne in mind that a key issue in a decision to opt out by some lenders is that 
borrowers from these institutions cannot be part of the pilot framework to restructure their debt. 
For example, if a distressed borrower has multiple debts and one of their lenders is not involved 
in the pilot scheme then they cannot be part of the pilot scheme and cannot avail of the benefits.  

I am aware of the concerns expressed by the Irish League of Credit Unions regarding the 
Central Bank initiative and its view that the arrangements under the Personal Insolvency Act 
should be applied to the resolution of multiple debts owed by distressed borrowers, including 
credit union members.  While that regime is indeed available, the Central Bank pilot scheme 
will offer the opportunity for distressed borrowers - including credit union members - to re-
solve their debts without the need to enter into the formal statutory process.  In this respect, it 
is important that credit union members are not left with a more limited range of options than 
are available to customers of other financial institutions.  It is in this spirit that the Central Bank 
has written to all credit unions to make them aware of the pilot so that the credit unions can 
decide whether their participation is in the interests of their members, including members with 
distressed debts across multiple lenders.  

Credit unions have been invited by the Central Bank to nationwide information seminars 
on the pilot scheme to discuss its objectives and approach.  The Irish League of Credit Unions 
has been invited to attend at these sessions and provide input into the content of them.  Not-
withstanding their official stance on the pilot programme, the Irish League of Credit Unions 
has played a constructive role in working with the Central Bank and other lenders to address 
this difficult issue and credit unions continue to have an important role to play in supporting 
distressed borrowers in resolving their problems. 

Debt Resolution Pilot Scheme

21/05/2013WRC0140073. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the prolif-
eration of recent announcements on debt resolution is causing confusion amongst borrowers 
and may actually impede; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23920/13]

21/05/2013WRC0150093. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the Central 
Bank of Ireland’s pilot scheme for consumer multi-debt restructuring launched on 8 May 2013. 
[23956/13]

21/05/2013WRC01600142. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the consultation that took 
place with his Department by the Central Bank of Ireland before the launch of the pilot scheme 
for consumer multi-debt restructuring on 8 May 2013. [24130/13]

21/05/2013WRC01700203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the consultation that took 
place between his Department and the Central Bank of Ireland before the launch of the pilot 
scheme for consumer multi-debt restructuring on 8 May 2013. [24108/13]

21/05/2013WRC01800204. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if there is a legislative basis 
by which unsecured creditors can be forced to accept write-downs in outstanding debt under the 
Central Bank of Ireland pilot scheme for consumer multi-debt restructuring. [24109/13]

21/05/2013WRC01900205. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the names of creditor compa-
nies that have signed up to the Central Bank of Ireland pilot scheme for consumer multi-debt 
restructuring; and if he will outline the impact the reported rejection of the scheme by the Irish 
League of Credit Unions will have on the scheme. [24110/13]

21/05/2013WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 73, 93, 
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142 and 203 to 205, inclusive, together.

The Deputies will be aware that the Central Bank has commenced a process to facilitate a 
voluntary agreement outlining a co-ordinated approach among lenders to the resolution of mul-
tiple debts owed by distressed borrowers.   While the framework was an initiative of the Central 
Bank, the Central Bank informed the Mortgage Arrears Steering Group of the progress on its 
discussions with lenders on the Central Bank’s intention to introduce such a scheme.

Many distressed borrowers have multiple debts with different lenders and have to deal with 
each lender on each debt.  The Central Bank has advised that this framework can help those 
borrowers because the lenders are agreeing to a coordinated approach for resolution of all of 
the borrowers’ debts.   In addition, many distressed borrowers are not insolvent and therefore 
will not be eligible for an arrangement under the personal insolvency regime, but do need to 
have an appropriate solution in place to deal with their debts.  This framework aims to test the 
feasibility and costs of implementing such solutions for borrowers.  The framework also has 
the potential to reduce the costs and time it will take lenders operating on an individual basis 
to deal with distressed borrowers, while also potentially resulting in only the more challenged 
cases proceeding to the new established personal insolvency regime. The Central Bank has also 
advised that there is no legislative basis by which unsecured creditors can be forced to accept 
write-downs in outstanding debt under the Central Bank’s voluntary framework. Nevertheless, 
as a result of the Central Bank’s initiative, a number of secured and unsecured lenders have 
agreed a burden sharing framework and will now, with the Central Bank’s oversight, participate 
in the development and operation of this Framework on a test or pilot basis.

The Central Bank is actively encouraging the involvement of all lenders in the process to 
ensure maximum effectiveness of this learning and information gathering pilot stage, and it is 
encouraged that a number of lenders have agreed to become engaged. The Central Bank advises 
that it has written to all credit unions individually to invite them to participate in the pilot frame-
work and it is confident that the pilot framework will offer outcomes which support borrowers 
and will also allow the Central Bank to test and learn from this approach.

It must be borne in mind that a key issue in a decision to opt out by some lenders is that 
borrowers from these institutions cannot be part of the pilot framework to restructure their debt. 
For example, if a distressed borrower has multiple debts and one of their lenders is not involved 
in the pilot scheme,   then such borrowers cannot be part of the pilot scheme and cannot avail 
of the benefits that can accrue from the operation of the framework.

All existing protections afforded by the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code and 
Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA)  will continue to apply to participating bor-
rowers.   The framework will not include borrowers with buy-to-let or business related debts.   
It is envisaged that the Pilot will start in June and run for approximately 3 months after which 
the results will be assessed to establish the effectiveness of the framework and to determine the 
appropriate next steps.  

The recent Central Bank initiatives in the mortgage arrears area, in particular the Mortgage 
Arrears targets initiative announced last March and the more recent framework pilot on the de-
velopment of a coordinated, holistic and voluntary approach by secured and unsecured lenders, 
is consistent with the overall whole of Government approach to deal with the mortgage arrears 
problem.  In particular, the Government, while significantly modernising Ireland’s bankruptcy 
and insolvency law and procedures, has also advocated and encouraged borrowers and lenders 
to address situations of debt difficulty, where possible, on a bilateral and informal basis, and the 
recent Central Bank initiatives should underpin that process.

Recent announcements by Government such as the launch of the Insolvency Service of Ire-
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land (ISI) are important steps in the overall framework to deal with mortgage arrears.  Borrow-
ers seeking specific information on support available can contact the ISI’s helpline for informa-
tion on insolvency matters or can seek advice from the general mortgage arrears information 
service for general mortgage arrears queries.

21/05/2013WRC02050Property Tax Assessments

21/05/2013WRC0210074. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that arrange-
ments are put in place to refund property owners when it is found that they have mistakenly 
overpaid the local property tax because they have over-valued their property. [23846/13]

21/05/2013WRC02200150. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the redress available for 
persons who inadvertently overpaid property tax after using the estimate on the return form 
they received from the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23714/13]

21/05/2013WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 74 and 
150 together.

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 sets out how a residential property is to be 
valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes.  I am informed by Revenue that LPT is a self-
assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due 
based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property.  The Commissioners have 
also comprehensively explained the purpose of the Revenue Estimate and advised property 
owners that the Revenue Estimate may be used as the self-assessed valuation band, only where 
the property owner is satisfied that it fairly reflects their own valuation for their property.  For 
the purposes of LPT, values for properties under €1 million are organised into valuation bands, 
with a range of €50,000 in each band.  As property owners will not be required to provide a 
precise value for their property, it is anticipated that for the most part overpayments of LPT 
should not happen.  

The initial valuation of a property on 1 May 2013, assuming it is made in good faith, is 
valid up to and including 2016 and will not be affected by any increase or decrease in property 
prices or other changes, during this period.  This will ensure a measure of certainty for all prop-
erty owners.  Accordingly, where an owner assesses that the value of a residential property on 
1 May 2013 places it in a particular valuation band but, due to a general decrease in property 
prices after that date the reduction in the value of the property would place it in a lower valua-
tion band, the owner will not be entitled to a refund of tax.  By the same token, if the property 
increases in value in that period, no additional charges will apply. The owner will, however, 
have the opportunity to re-assess the value of the property on the next valuation date, which is 
1 November 2016. 

Notwithstanding the above, I am advised by Revenue that Section 26 of the 2012 Act (as 
amended) provides for the possibility of a refund where an overpayment of LPT was made due 
to an error or mistake on a Return or a statement made by the liable person, subject to certain 
conditions being satisfied.  This might arise, for example, where a liable person had paid their 
LPT charge but they subsequently discovered that their property was exempt from the charge.  
In the context of Section 26 where an error or mistake is proven, I am advised that once a true 
and complete Return has been prepared and delivered to Revenue and all the information re-
quired to make a determination on the case has been provided, a refund may issue where a claim 
for repayment is submitted within the normal four year time limit. 
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The Revenue Commissioners have advised me that they will issue detailed guidelines later 
in the year setting out the procedures to be followed by those who consider that they have either 
over or under valued their property for LPT purposes.

Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 64.

21/05/2013WRC02450Property Taxation Application

21/05/2013WRC0250076. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his view on the rate of 
registration to date for the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23927/13]

21/05/2013WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, personalised letters and an LPT Guide 
have issued to owners of 1.66 million residential properties either by post or by way of their 
ROS (Revenue On-line Service) inbox.   The Commissioners have confirmed that in excess of 
948,522 LPT Returns have been filed up to close of business on 20th May 2013.  This repre-
sents 57% of the total Returns issued.  Of the Returns received, 657,157 we  re filed electroni-
cally and 291,365 were paper Returns.  

With the 28 May on-line filing deadline approaching, I take this opportunity to outline the 
options available to residential property owners. Depending on the owner’s requirements, one 
of the following options will address their particular needs.  Property owners can login to LPT 
on-line at www.revenue.ie themselves using their PIN and the Property ID that was provided 
to them as part of the general issue of LPT Returns earlier this year.  For property owners for 
whom e-filing is not practical, I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the legisla-
tion provides that another person may file an LPT Return on-line on their behalf.  Alternatively, 
they can visit their local Revenue office where computers and assistance to file on-line will be 
available.  Owners may also contact the LPT helpline on 1890 200 255 (mobile phone users can 
contact the helpline on 01 702 3049) to file a Return on-line.  To avail of this option, the caller 
needs their property details, PPSN and details of the bank account or other source from which 
they wish the payment to be deducted.  

I have indicated to the House on a number of occasions, most recently in my reply to Ques-
tions 20686 and 20652 (numbers 92 and 87 of 1 May),  that owners who have not received a 
return from Revenue must still self-assess the amount of LPT due, complete and file their LPT 
Return and pay the tax due.  They should contact the LPT helpline on 1890 200 255 or they can 
login to LPT on-line and file a return by clicking on the “I have not received a Property PIN” 
tab.  

I am also advised that the LPT helpline, and Revenue’s offices, have been operating ex-
tended opening hours this week and will do so until Tuesday 28 May.  Details of the extended 
hours are available from the Revenue website www.revenue.ie  .

Given the range of options that have been made available by Revenue to assist people ex-
periencing any type of difficulty in meeting their LPT obligations and, the fact that owners of 
residential properties have already filed in excess of 948,522 Returns, I am very satisfied with 
the current arrangements that Revenue has in place and with the rate of filing.  

21/05/2013WRC02650Banks Recapitalisation

21/05/2013WRC0270077. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update in the 
possible recapitalisation of banks here through the ESM. [23943/13]
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21/05/2013WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to inform the deputy that work 
continues at a technical level to complete the design of the ESM’s Direct Banking Recapitalisa-
tion instrument before the end of June, as has previously been agreed at political level.    Once 
the final version has been agreed by Ministers the instrument will need to pass national proce-
dures which would take place during the second half of the year before it can become operation-
al. Ireland continues to engage and put the case that retrospective recaps should be facilitated.

As the Deputy will be aware, the European Council in October 2012 reaffirmed that the “the 
Eurogroup will draw up the exact operational criteria that will guide direct bank recapitalisa-
tions by the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), in full respect of the 29 June 2012 euro area 
Summit statement. It is imperative to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns”.

21/05/2013WRC02850Banking Sector Regulation

21/05/2013WRC0290078. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on reports of fi-
nancial institutions leaving the International Financial Services Centre; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23907/13]

21/05/2013WRC03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed that fifteen banking li-
cences were revoked by the Central Bank since 2010. All of the revocations were at the request 
of the bank concerned and the rationale for the revocation was a commercial decision for each 
of the banks involved. The Deputy may be aware that this subject was raised in the House last 
week and the details of these bank closures can be found in PQ Ref: 22277/13.   Since the onset 
of the financial crisis, Ireland in conjunction with its European partners has sought to improve 
supervision and regulation of the financial services sector. This is necessary to ensure a solid 
basis for the operation of the financial services sector in future and to ensure that the banking 
sector contributes to growth in the real economy. Regulation of banks in Ireland has intensified 
since the crisis, in line with evolving practice worldwide. The Central Bank attaches priority 
to its statutory responsibility to ensure the proper and effective regulation of financial service 
providers and markets, but is careful to avoid placing an undue burden on regulated firms.

Budget 2014 Issues

21/05/2013WRC0310079. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance how the prolongation of 
maturities in some of Ireland’s debts will affect budget 2014; and if he will outline the likely 
period of additional scrutiny including visits by the troika or EU Commission these extensions 
will bring.  [23945/13]

21/05/2013WRC03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the Ecofin and Eurogroup meetings 
in Dublin last month, EU Finance Ministers agreed in principle, subject to national procedures, 
to lengthen the maturities of the EFSF and EFSM loans to Ireland and Portugal by increasing 
the weighted average maturity of the loans by seven years. This is also conditional on continued 
successful programme implementation being confirmed by the Troika together with completion 
of the 9th review of the Irish adjustment programme and of the 7th review of the Portuguese 
programme. The 9th review of Ireland’s programme has now completed all approval stages 
by both the IMF and the EU.    The principal benefits of the maturities extension will be the 
smoothing of our debt redemption profile, the consequent improvement in our ability to fund 
ourselves in the financial markets and the beneficial impact on our debt sustainability. It is not 
a measure intended to directly improve our deficit. Accordingly the extension of maturities will 
not have any impact on Budget 2014.
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Any cash savings that may arise would only build up gradually over the full lifetime of the 
extended maturities. 

As to its impact on the duration of post programme surveillance, I have already explained, in 
response to a Parliamentary Question on 21 March 2013 (PQ No 59), that until the details of the 
implementation of the maturity extension are known, it will not be possible to assess the impact, 
if any, of such changes on the duration of the post-programme surveillance arrangements.    

Formal approval by Ministers for the extension of our EFSF and EFSM loans is now ex-
pected to be provided next month, after which the details of its implementation can be finalised. 

21/05/2013WRC03250Banking Sector Issues

21/05/2013WRC0330080. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the Ernst and Young Report commissioned by Irish Nationwide and uncovered by the 
documentary “Inside Irish Nationwide”; and if so, if he will publish the report.  [23958/13]

21/05/2013WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A report by Ernst & Young concerning 
Irish Nationwide Building Society was furnished to the Department of Finance.   As the Deputy 
is aware, this report was produced at the request of the INBS Board.  A copy has been provided 
to the Central Bank. A report has also been provided to An Garda Síochána in this regard.  

However, I have been advised that given the on-going nature of the investigations by the 
Authorities, including in particular the investigation being conducted under the Central Bank’s 
Administrative Sanctions Procedure into historic lending practices at INBS, as well as internal 
considerations within the bank, the report cannot legally be published at this time.  Publication 
of the report may be considered when the Central Bank proceedings are concluded or when 
any Garda investigation has been finalised (or any proceedings arising from such investigation 
concluded).

EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

21/05/2013WRC0350081. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether bank 
stress tests should be completed prior to the completion of Ireland’s programme of EU / IMF 
support; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23931/13]

21/05/2013WRC03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is Government policy to align as 
closely as possible the timing of any stress testing of the Irish banking system with that of the 
stress testing of the European-wide system. As part of the agreement relating to the State’s 
exit from the programme of EU/IMF support, an evaluation is required to demonstrate that the 
banks are adequately capitalised. The State, therefore, may be required to complete its stress 
testing somewhat ahead of the rest of the European system. 

21/05/2013WRC03650IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRC0370082. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the progress 
made to date in the liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; if the special liquidator 
has given an initial indication of the cost to the State of the liquidation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23921/13]
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21/05/2013WRC03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm that I am satisfied with the 
progress made to date in the liquidation of IBRC. I have been advised that the Special Liquida-
tors will ensure that the valuation of all IBRC assets is completed by 30 November 2013 and 
that the sale of all IBRC assets is agreed or completed by no later than 31 December 2013 or 
as soon as practicable thereafter.   The Special Liquidators have indicated that they believe that 
it is too soon to comment or provide an initial indication of the cost to the State of the liquida-
tion. 

21/05/2013WRC03850IBRC Staff

21/05/2013WRC0390083. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Finance the current position of the 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation staff; the plans for staff not being retained after 7 August; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23988/13]

21/05/2013WRC04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the Special Liquidators have in-
dicated that they cannot provide any specific information on the retention of staff beyond the 
7th August they can confirm that information in relation to the timetable regarding the valuation 
and subsequent sale of assets was communicated to IBRC staff on the 17th May. The Special 
Liquidators have been asked to ensure that the valuation of the assets is completed by the 30th 
November 2013. Additionally, the Special Liquidators are required to ensure that the sale of the 
assets are agreed or completed by the 31st Dec 2013 or as soon as practicable thereafter.   I have 
been advised that the Special Liquidators, in order to provide additional comfort to IBRC staff 
about the duration of their employment with IBRC in Special Liquidation, have committed to 
talking to employees individually or in small groups within the next 10 days in order to provide 
clarity on the duration of their contracts with IBRC in Special Liquidation.

Budget 2014 Issues

21/05/2013WRC0410084. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance when he will announce the bud-
getary adjustment for 2014. [23962/13]

21/05/2013WRC04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Gov-
ernment has decided to bring Budget Day forward from the first week in December to on or 
before the 15th of October from now on. This means that Budget 2014 will be presented and 
published on Tuesday, the 15th of October this year. Debates following the presentation of the 
draft budget will be a matter for the House in the normal way. As has been stated in the recently 
published April Stability Programme Update, Government decisions on the   2014 adjustment 
package will take into account the most up-to-date economic and fiscal data available and in 
light of policy priorities. This is the most prudent course of action and is in line with normal 
budgetary procedure. 

21/05/2013WRC04250Bank Debt Restructuring

21/05/2013WRC0430085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he and 
his Eurozone colleagues have reached agreement in the context of separation of banking and 
sovereign debt; if any projections have been done to estimate economic growth potential in the 
aftermath of such agreement as envisaged at the June summit of 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23889/13]



21 May 2013

131

21/05/2013WRC04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to inform the deputy that work 
continues at a technical level to complete the design of the ESM’s Direct Banking Recapitalisa-
tion instrument before the end of June, as has previously been agreed at political level. Once the 
final version has been agreed by Ministers the instrument will need to pass national procedures 
which would take place during the second half of the year before it can become operational. 
Ireland continues to engage and put the case that retrospective recaps should be facilitated.   As 
the Deputy will be aware, the European Council in October 2012 reaffirmed that the “the Euro-
group will draw up the exact operational criteria that will guide direct bank recapitalisations by 
the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), in full respect of the 29 June 2012 euro area Summit 
statement. It is imperative to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns.” 

As discussions remain on-going in relation to this issue and no conclusion has been reached 
it is premature to speculate on the potential impact on economic growth. 

21/05/2013WRC04450Basic Payments Account

21/05/2013WRC0450086. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the uptake of basic payment 
accounts for the financially excluded in the pilot study; if he will consider allowing the post 
office system to participate in the final roll-out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23989/13]

21/05/2013WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As part of my Department’s Strategy 
for Financial Inclusion in Ireland, a basic payment account (named the Standard Bank Ac-
count) was offered by three banks (AIB, Bank of Ireland and permanent tsb) in three pilot loca-
tions (New Ross, Tallaght and Tullamore) from 29 June 2012. The Financial Inclusion Work-
ing Group (FIWG), which includes An Post was tasked with governance of the project.  The 
Standard Bank Account (SBA) Pilot finished on 31 March 2013 after a 9-month pilot period.    

A total of 205 accounts were opened during the Pilot, which was below expectations. The 
initial Pilot evaluation suggests that the lower than expected take-up of the SBA was due the 
lack of a ‘trigger event’ amongst the target cohort in the pilot locations, such as a requirement 
to have an income or benefit payment made to a bank account.

The Strategy for Financial Inclusion in Ireland noted that the post office network has the 
potential to play a key role in the delivery of basic payment accounts.  It is a generally accepted 
view that many of the financially excluded trust the post office network.  It is also clear that 
many of the financially excluded make use of An Post’s services already and that many of them 
use An Post branches for the receipt of social welfare payments and benefits. When the Pilot 
commenced An Post could not on its own offer transactional banking services to its customers 
as it required arrangements with banking providers to do so. However, we did secure a limited 
offering of the Standard Bank Account through post offices in the New Ross area from Novem-
ber 2012.

I am advised that the report of the FIWG on the Pilot will be submitted for my consideration 
in a few weeks, following which I expect that the Report will be presented to Government and 
published.

I understand that one of the initial conclusions from the Pilot is that the involvement of the 
post office network will be one of the key requirements for successful national roll-out of the 
Standard Bank Account. My Department through the Financial Inclusion Working Group will 
work closely with all potential providers including An Post over the coming months to optimise 
the availability of the Standard Bank Account nationally.



Questions - Written Answers

132

21/05/2013WRD00150NAMA Staff Unauthorised Disclosures

21/05/2013WRD0020087. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 62 of 8 May 2013, the investigation that has taken place in the National Asset 
Management Agency to identify incidences in which its staff have provided loan information 
to its borrowers showing the par value of loans and the NAMA acquisition price. [23955/13]

21/05/2013WRD00300193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm that the National Asset Management Agency has 
provided loan information to its borrowers showing the par value of loans and the NAMA ac-
quisition price in this specific incidence. [24098/13]

21/05/2013WRD00400194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, the reason the National Asset Management Agency has apparently 
provided loan information to its borrowers showing the par value of loans and the NAMA ac-
quisition price in this specific incidence. [24099/13]

21/05/2013WRD00500195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will outline the commercial disadvantages to which the 
National Asset Management Agency is exposed by providing loan information to its borrowers 
showing the par value of loans and the NAMA acquisition price. [24100/13]

21/05/2013WRD00600196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm in each of 2010, 2011,2012 and to date in 2013, 
the number of possible breaches of data protection laws that have been reported by the National 
Asset Management Agency to the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner. [24101/13]

21/05/2013WRD00700197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm that the National Asset Management Agency has 
contacted the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner about the release of loan information, 
the date on which NAMA contacted the ODPC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24102/13]

21/05/2013WRD00800198. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will outline the safeguards that exist in the National Asset 
Management Agency to prevent the release of loan information to its borrowers showing the 
par value of loans and the NAMA acquisition price. [24103/13]

21/05/2013WRD00900199. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm the number of debtors to whom the National As-
set Management Agency has provided loan information showing the par value of loans and the 
NAMA acquisition price. [24104/13]

21/05/2013WRD01000200. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm that the National Asset Management Agency has 
provided loan information, including the par value and NAMA acquisition value, to borrowers 
in respect of loans which do not directly relate to the borrower. [24105/13]

21/05/2013WRD01100201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm the actions undertaken by the National Asset Man-
agement Agency to address the apparent provision of loan information to its borrowers showing 
the par value of loans and the NAMA acquisition price. [24106/13]

21/05/2013WRD01200202. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 62 of 8 May 2013, if he will confirm that he has confidence in the ability of the 
National Asset Management Agency to protect confidential loan information relating to its bor-
rowers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24107/13]

21/05/2013WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 and 
193 to 202, inclusive, together.

As I stated in my response to Parliamentary Question 62 of 8 May 2012, the specifics of that 
matter relate to a position taken by a NAMA debtor in attempting to defend judgment proceed-
ings taken by NAMA against him. I do not propose to comment as this relates to a matter which 
is within the jurisdiction of the Courts.

NAMA has legal obligations in respect of confidentiality of information under the NAMA 
Act 2009 and under other legislation including the Data Protection Acts. I am advised by NAMA 
that, in any case where there is any concern that there may have been a possible data breach, 
the matter is investigated in compliance with the Data Protection Commissioner’s Personal 
Data Security Breach Code of Practice and, where required by the Code, notified to the Data 
Protection Commissioner. Matters referred to the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 
are dealt with by that Office in accordance with its statutory remit.

I am assured by NAMA that it regards any data breach with the utmost seriousness and that 
it assiduously implements any actions required by the Commissioner’s Code of Practice, or rec-
ommended to it by the Commissioner in response to breach notifications, to safeguard against 
possible future breaches. NAMA’s primary concern is to meet its obligations under the Data 
Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 to process personal data in compliance with those Acts, includ-
ing taking appropriate measures to protect the security of such data.  As there is a well-estab-
lished statutory framework in place to deal with unauthorised data disclosures, I consider that 
such disclosures are best managed by the Commissioner and by NAMA within that framework.

21/05/2013WRD01350Economic Growth Initiatives

21/05/2013WRD0140088. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether EU wide 
growth would be enhanced by a looser fiscal policy being adopted by those Eurozone countries 
with capacity to increase spending; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23911/13]

21/05/2013WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Sound, sustainable public finances are 
a pre-requisite for confidence and stability and hence for economic growth.  Given relatively 
large deficits and the associated increase in public debt in many EU Member States in recent 
years, there is agreement among Finance Ministers that fiscal adjustment is necessary.  There 
is also agreement, however, that consolidation should be pursued in a growth-friendly manner 
and that the speed and scale of consolidation should be differentiated across Member States ac-
cording to their different needs.

My view is that this approach of differentiated, growth-friendly consolidation is the most 
appropriate way of supporting EU-wide growth while at the same time putting the public fi-
nances of the Member States on a more sustainable basis.

Shadow Banking Sector

21/05/2013WRD0160089. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the shadow 
banking industry is 10 times the size of Ireland’s GNP as reported; and his views on whether 
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this industry contributes in a fair way to the economy here. [23949/13]

21/05/2013WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Shadow banking embraces a disparate 
range of entities and activities which support investment and capital-raising. It can include 
Money Market Funds or other “deposit taking” investment products, Special Purpose Vehicles 
which perform liquidity or maturity transformation, Exchange Traded Funds and other funds 
which provide credit, firms which provide credit guarantees, insurance/reinsurance firms which 
issue or insure credit.  Shadow banking typically has the following characteristics maturity or 
liquidity transformation across the balance sheet, where the sources of funding are of shorter 
maturity or the assets are inherently illiquid; credit creation funded by leverage, which boosts 
certain measures of the money supply.

Shadow Banking, if well regulated, can perform important functions in the financial system 
and parts of the Shadow Banking system can contribute positively to the flow of credit and li-
quidity and help to promote economic growth. Regulatory proposals on Shadow Banking seek 
to appropriately reflect a balance between the need for better risk management and enhanced 
transparency and stronger financial stability, and the need for increased and more diversified 
financing to the economy.

I have been advised by the Central Bank that the reported comparison is not appropriate as 
the assets and liabilities are primarily held in off-shore sub-custody networks managed by cus-
todians. Interruption and/or failure of a shadow banking entity would not necessarily directly 
impact Ireland. Shadow banking entities do not benefit from access to the Irish deposit protec-
tion scheme nor do they have access to Central Bank liquidity.

On the other hand, shadow banking activities make use of various services located in Ireland 
such as legal advice, tax advice, accountancy advice, asset servicing, subscriptions and redemp-
tions, valuations and listing.  Most of these are high value added activities to the Irish economy 
through income tax receipts.  The Commission will in summer 2013, as a follow up to their 
Green Paper of March 2012, and the international work coordinated by the Financial Stability 
Board, address the systemic problems related to shadow banking. My Department is awaiting 
the publication of the Commission’s proposals and will engage fully with efforts to improve 
regulation of shadow banking.

21/05/2013WRD01750Mortgage Interest Rates Issues

21/05/2013WRD0180090. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance his assessment of the benefit to 
the economy of the recent ECB cut in view of the decision of financial institutions not to pass 
on the cut to customers with variable rate loans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23926/13]

21/05/2013WRD0190091. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the discus-
sions, if any, he has had with the commercial banks to ensure that ECB interest rate cuts are 
passed on to variable rate owner occupied mortgage holders; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23658/13]

21/05/2013WRD02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 90 and 
91 together.

As I have stated in a previous Parliamentary Question today on the European Central Bank 
interest rate cuts, the lending institutions in Ireland, including those in which the State has a sig-
nificant shareholding, are independent commercial entities. I have no statutory role in relation 
to regulated financial institutions passing on the European Central Bank interest rate change.  
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It is a commercial matter for each institution concerned.  Neither have I responsibility for the 
interest rate paid to depositors by the financial instructions.

The Central Bank has responsibility for the regulation and supervision of financial institu-
tions in terms of consumer protection and prudential requirements and for ensuring ongoing 
compliance with applicable statutory obligations.  The Central Bank has, however, no statu-
tory role in the setting of interest rates by financial institutions, apart from the interest rate cap 
imposed on the credit union sector in accordance with the provisions of the Credit Union Act, 
1997. 

The mortgage interest rates that financial institutions operating in Ireland charge to custom-
ers are determined as a result of a commercial decision by the institutions concerned.  This 
interest rate is determined taking into account a broad range of factors, including European 
Central Bank base rates, deposit rates, market funding costs, the competitive environment and 
an institution’s overall funding arrangements. 

I would remind the Deputy that in late 2011 the Taoiseach asked for the Central Bank’s 
opinion on developments regarding mortgage interest rates and on possible action by the Cen-
tral Bank in that regard.  In a letter to the Taoiseach dated 11 November 2011, the Deputy Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank stated that the Central Bank would not be seeking the power to have 
regulatory control over the setting of retail interest rates. He indicated that experience of such 
controls in the past, and in other countries, did not encourage the Central Bank to believe that 
such a regime would be advantageous in net terms as the banking system recovers its normal 
functioning. Binding controls tend to reduce the availability of credit and channel it to the most 
creditworthy customers, starving smaller and less secure customers from credit. Binding con-
trols would have a chilling effect on the entry of sound competitors in the market. By absolving 
banks from their responsibility to price risk accurately, binding interest rate controls would, 
especially during the recovery phase, impede progress towards the re-establishment of bank 
management practices that can ensure a healthy and free-standing banking system no longer de-
pendent on the Government for bail-outs. The Deputy Governor mentioned also that, within its 
existing powers, and through the use of persuasion, the Central Bank would continue to engage 
with specific lenders which appear to have standard variable rates set disproportionate to their 
cost of funds and this is a course of action I expect the Central Bank to continually appraise. 

On specific economic assessments of changes to interest rates, I would refer the Deputy to 
the recent Stability Programme Update 2013 which published analysis done by the ERSI us-
ing their HERMES model of the effect of a 1% change in interest rates on key macroeconomic 
variables on the economy.  The simulations show the impact that a 1 percentage point increase 
in the rate in the first year for the following four years beginning in 2013 could reduce GDP by 
up to 1.7 per cent by 2016 and would add 1 percentage point to the deficit as a percentage of 
GDP by 2016. While the simulated effect is broadly symmetric, the proximity of policy rates 
to the zero lower bound means the potential magnitude of the effect could be larger for a rate 
increase compared to a rate decrease.

21/05/2013WRD02050Property Taxation Collection

21/05/2013WRD0210092. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Finance the number of returns as a 
percentage of liable households that have been received to date by the Revenue Commissioners 
for the local property tax; the value of the outstanding liable payments; and the expected outturn 
if there was 100% compliance. [23964/13]

21/05/2013WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
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missioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, personalised letters and an LPT Guide have 
issued to owners of 1.66 million residential properties either by post or by way of their ROS 
(Revenue Online Service) inbox.  The Commissioners have confirmed that in excess of 948,522 
LPT Returns have been filed up to close of business on Monday, 20 May 2013.  This represents 
57% of the total Returns issued.  Of the returns received, 657,157 were filed electronically and 
291,365 were paper returns.  

According to budget estimates the LPT is expected to generate an overall yield of €250 mil-
lion in 2013 and €500 million in 2014.  Up to the end of April 2013, approximately €22 million 
had been collected.

As the Deputy will appreciate, with returns being filed on a constant basis, the Commis-
sioners’ focus is on processing the returns, dealing with correspondence, telephone calls and 
payment processing.  It would not be practical or particularly useful for the Revenue Commis-
sioners to carry out detailed analysis on the final filing rate for liable residential properties, the 
value of the outstanding liable payments or the expected outturn until after the online filing 
deadline of 28 May 2013 has passed.

  Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 73.

21/05/2013WRD02350NAMA Social Housing Provision

21/05/2013WRD0240094. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the National 
Assets Management Agency is meeting its obligations in respect of social housing; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23940/13]

21/05/2013WRD02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that it has identified in 
excess of 4,000 residential properties controlled by its debtors and receivers as being available 
for the provision of social housing.  This represents a very substantial contribution by NAMA 
in the context of the limited number of available residential properties in Ireland controlled by 
its debtors and receivers and the range of policy measures being adopted by this Government to 
meet demand for social housing provision.  The onus for determining the suitability for social 
housing of the properties identified by NAMA rests, in the first instance, with the local authori-
ties, which assess, in conjunction with the Housing Agency, the demand for identified houses 
and apartments by reference to a number of criteria.  As soon as local authorities have confirmed 
demand for units, the Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) are asked to confirm their interest and 
to take the practical steps necessary to complete the lease or purchase of the properties.

I am advised that to date demand has been confirmed by the local authorities for 1,574 of the 
properties that NAMA has made available. Another 502 properties are being evaluated bringing 
the overall total that may ultimately be deemed suitable to 2,076.  The local authorities have 
confirmed that there is no demand in respect 1,226 of the properties.  I am advised by NAMA 
that, in the time required to assess and confirm demand for units, 806 properties were sold or 
privately let by their owners or duly appointed receivers. 

Of the properties for which demand has been confirmed, 294 properties have been delivered 
for social housing to date, with contract terms signed in respect of a further 73 properties. This 
brings the overall total of residential properties completed and committed to social housing to 
367 properties, across 19 developments in ten counties.  A further 334 are at an advanced stage 
of negotiation between NAMA debtors or receivers and various AHBs. 

I am advised by NAMA that once demand has been confirmed for properties and contracts 
signed there is no impediment to the early delivery of properties by its debtors and receivers. 
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However, issues such Multi-Unit Development compliance, planning compliance, site resolu-
tion and outstanding completion works often need to be addressed before the properties are 
ready for occupation.  NAMA, through its debtors and receivers, is working to resolve these 
issues as a matter of priority on the identified developments. 

I am further advised by NAMA that it established the Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), Na-
tional Asset Residential Property Services Limited, for the purpose of acquiring properties from 
its debtors and receivers in order to speed up their direct leasing to housing authorities.  I under-
stand that the Irish Council for Social Housing (ICSH) has recently agreed to the lease template 
put forward some time ago by NAMA and I expect that this will expedite the early delivery of 
properties.

NAMA is working closely with the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government and the Minister of State for Housing and Planning in relation to this very impor-
tant initiative and all parties are committed to the maximum possible delivery of residential 
units in 2013.  The Deputy will appreciate that the housing authorities have a key role in this 
regard and the Housing Agency is working very closely with these bodies to facilitate delivery 
of units.  However, the pace at which units are delivered is not controlled by NAMA but by the 
Housing Agency/Social Housing Bodies/Local Authorities agreeing to lease.  I am satisfied that 
NAMA has brought the initiative as far as it can at this point in time.

Tax Reliefs Application

21/05/2013WRD0260095. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance his views on the need for a review 
of the SARP.  [23944/13]

21/05/2013WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 14 of Finance Act 2012 intro-
duced the Special Assignee Relief Programme which is designed to reduce the cost to employ-
ers of assigning key individuals in their companies from abroad to take up positions in the 
Irish based operations of their employer.  Paragraph 10 of Section 14 provides that relevant 
employers must submit an annual return to the Revenue Commissioners detailing, inter alia, 
the number of employees and the amounts of exempt income claimed under the programme. As 
2012 was the first year of the programme, this return was not sought until after the end of the 
tax year 2012 in order to ensure that an accurate picture as possible of take up levels over a full 
tax year could be provided. 

At the time of its introduction, it was estimated that for every 100 assignees that avail of 
the programme up to the maximum level of relief, the tax cost would be just over €5 million. 
Employer returns received to date for 2012 indicate that there were 6 individuals who quali-
fied for the relief with 2 of them receiving an aggregate total tax-free remuneration of €39,767. 
Job increases were reported as numbering 26 with 2 jobs also reported as retained because of 
the relief. It is expected that the 4 individuals who are not reported in the employer returns as 
receiving tax-free remuneration are expected to claim it when they submit Form 11 tax returns 
for 2012 in late 2013.

It is possible that not all employers have submitted a SARP return yet. Also, the figures pro-
vided do not include the details for claims that are not included in employer returns received to 
date but will be made in the Form 11 tax returns for 2012 to be filed under the self-assessment 
system in October/November of 2013.

The scheme was introduced for an initial three-year period ending on 31 December 2014, at 
which point it will be reviewed. At that stage we should have additional information regarding 
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the number of individuals availing of the exemption, the sectors of industry that the individu-
als are employed in, the cost of the programme and the number of jobs created or retained as a 
result of the relief. All of this information will feed into the review. Depending on the outcome 
of that review, I will decide whether the relief should be retained.

It is worth nothing that the existence of similar incentives in other European countries such 
as the Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland would indicate that such incentives can be a per-
suading factor when companies decide where to locate investment projects. In tandem with our 
corporation tax rate, this relief will help us to compete for Foreign Direct Investment.

21/05/2013WRD02750Economic Policy

21/05/2013WRD0280096. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he has met with the 
Ballyhea says No Group and examined their proposals for economic recovery. [23946/13]

21/05/2013WRD02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have not met the Group referred to 
by the Deputy.  On 12 March 2012 I wrote to Mr Diarmuid O’Flynn, a member of the group 
referred to by the Deputy.  In that letter I made the following points to Mr O’Flynn: 

1. Reputation, reliability and commitment were essential elements to regaining our financial 
independence and that reneging on senior debt would not enhance the Irish position and may 
put contagion pressures on eurozone countries.  

2.  If we were to postpone or suspend payment to creditors in IBRC this would have a 
significant impact on both the Bank and ultimately the State in that it could lead to the Bank 
becoming insolvent with an increase in the cost to the state to resolve IBRC and the financial 
market’s view of Ireland as a place to do business or invest would be seriously undermined.  

3. The value of support we receive from our European Partners far outweighs any short term 
gain from imposing burden sharing on the bonds in question in the face of European opposition 
to such a move.

However as I have said in my letter to Mr O’Flynn  I was  eager to have Promissory notes 
examined to see if they could  be re-engineered in a better way for the State.  The promissory 
notes were replaced with a portfolio of Government bonds in February 2013. This may not 
have been possible had I followed the recommendations set out by the Group referred to by the 
Deputy in her question. The provision of a longer term non-amortising (up to 40 years) portfolio 
of Government bonds to replace the amortising Promissory Notes which occurred in February 
2013 will have benefits from a market perspective as it ensures the liability to repay is beyond 
most credit investors’ time horizon. This transaction was noted by the ECB.

21/05/2013WRD02950Financial Services Sector

21/05/2013WRD0300097. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of financial vehicle 
corporations based here; the number of persons employed by these corporations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23980/13]

21/05/2013WRD03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Financial vehicle corporations (FVCs) 
are undertakings which are constituted pursuant to national or EU Law and whose principal 
activity meets both of the following criteria: 

- to carry out securitisation transactions which are insulated from the risk of bankruptcy or 
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any other default of the originator; 

- to issue securities, securitisation fund units, other debt instruments and/or financial deriva-
tives, and/or to legally or economically own assets underlying the issue of securities, securitisa-
tion fund units, other debt instruments and/or financial derivatives that are offered for sale to the 
public or sold on the basis of private placements. 

There were 692 resident Irish FVCs as of end-2012.  Statistics in relation to the activities 
of Financial Vehicle Corporations are published on the Central Bank website at http://www.
centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/fvc/Pages/fvc.aspx.  

The Central Bank does not collect information in relation to staff numbers at FVCs. Indi-
vidual FVCs which are resident in Ireland file company returns with the Companies Registra-
tion Office (www.cro.ie).  The information on staff numbers at FVCs is publicly available there.

Banking Sector Remuneration

21/05/2013WRD0320098. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the action that has been 
taken by AIB since its commitment last year to reduce the excessive pensions that its former 
executives receive. [23965/13]

21/05/2013WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that AIB has 
previously confirmed that it has written to former senior executives of both AIB and EBS Lim-
ited requesting a voluntary reduction in their pension levels.  The Bank has informed me that is 
not disclosing the names of these individuals on confidentiality grounds, but that it has to date 
issued approximately forty letters.  AIB is not in a position to release information on former 
employees without the express consent of the individuals. 

Given this is an on-going complicated process from a tax, legal and Revenue perspective 
AIB has indicated that it is not in a position to confirm the levels of reductions achieved to date.

Euro Coins Production

21/05/2013WRD0340099. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance the way the Central Bank of 
Ireland will choose the pilot town for the trial removal of 1 and 2 cent coins; and the stage the 
selection process is at. [23961/13]

21/05/2013WRD03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In 2011, I requested that the Central 
Bank examine ways to improve Ireland’s payment infrastructure. The Central Bank established 
a Steering Committee which prepared and submitted the National Payments Plan to me.  Gov-
ernment subsequently approved the plan in April 2013. The National Payments Plan will target 
improving consumer payments systems and increasing the efficiency of the use of cash amongst 
other things. The National Payments Plan could result in savings of up to €1 billion per annum 
in the economy.  The National Payments Plan makes a recommendation surrounding the use of 
one and two cent coins in Ireland. There is evidence that one and two cent coins are not actively 
used by consumers. It is expensive to continually mint and re-issue new coins. The National 
Payments Plan does not envisage abandoning these coins; they would remain legal tender. 

The Steering Committee intends to trial the use of a rounding convention in a pilot project. 
The rounding convention that will be trialled in the pilot is entirely voluntary on the part of 
both consumers and retailers. The location for the pilot project has not yet been identified. I am 
advised that it will be chosen on the basis of objective criteria i.e. of sufficient size and repre-
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sentative of Ireland’s population. The pilot is expected to run in August/September of 2013 and 
to finish by November 2013. A report on the basis of the pilot project will be submitted to and 
reviewed by the Steering Committee, which will subsequently report to Government through 
my Department. A Government decision informed by that report will follow.

A change in the legal tender status of these coins requires action at EU level. Consideration 
of this issue is currently ongoing at EU level. On 14 May the Commission issued a communica-
tion to the European Parliament and Council relating to the continued issuance of the one and 
two cent coins.

21/05/2013WRD03550Mortgage Resolution Processes

21/05/2013WRD03600100. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if, when banks increase 
the standard variable mortgage rate on a mortgage that is 90 days or more in arrears, they are 
automatically assessed to not have provided a sustainable solution to the distressed borrower 
in the context of the target for banks to have offered at least 20% of their distressed mortgage 
borrowers sustainable solutions by the end of June 2013. [23953/13]

21/05/2013WRD03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised that in the 
context of its publication of performance targets for borrowers in arrears over 90 days, in deter-
mining whether a proposal constitutes a sustainable solution, the lender needs to evaluate both 
actual and prospective affordability for the borrower’s affordability and the capital implications 
for the credit institutions in terms of their prudential responsibility to minimise losses.  While 
the Central Bank is not mandating any particular model of restructuring and while sustainable 
solutions will be arrived at on a case-by-case basis, there are some fundamental principles that 
must be respected, as follows:

- The affordability assessment of the borrower needs to be based on both their current and 
prospective future servicing capacity for all borrowings; assumed prospective future increases 
in the debt servicing ability of the borrower must be credible and conservative.  

- Lenders need to apply a realistic valuation of the borrower’s assets, in particular their 
property.  This also applies to any assumption of potential asset price appreciation, as well as 
the estimated costs related to a potential foreclosure of property; and

- Lenders need to use an appropriate interest rate when discounting future income flows, 
which should take account of the lender’s cost of funds. 

 The Central Bank has informed me that it will assess compliance with these principles in 
its supervisory audit of compliance with the targets, including through analysis of a sample of 
modifications.

21/05/2013WRD03750EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

21/05/2013WRD03800101. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline Ireland’s op-
tions on potentially leaving the Troika programme; and the way the use of outright monetary 
transactions would affect any exit. [23947/13]

21/05/2013WRD03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the EU-IMF 
Programme of Financial Support is envisaged to run to the end of 2013. The Government’s 
focus is now firmly fixed on exiting from the programme.  It is the Government’s intention to 
achieve a successful and durable exit from our programme and we are doing all we can to this 
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end. We continue to meet our programme conditions and our strong implementation record has 
been recognized by our external partners. The recent highly successful sale of long term bonds 
by NTMA is another very significant step towards regaining full market access.

The options available to Ireland on exiting the programme fall into two broad categories. 
A successful exit without any further support or a successful exit supported by the ESM’s and 
the  IMF’s precautionary backstop facilities. By way of information, the precautionary financial 
assistance which the IMF and the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) can provide is as fol-
lows:

- The ESM Treaty provides, in Article 14, that the Board of Governors may decide to grant 
precautionary financial assistance in the form of a precautionary conditioned credit line (PCCL) 
or in the form of an enhanced conditions credit line (ECCL).  The Treaty also provides for the 
conditionality, terms and conditions to be attached to such assistance. Further information in 
relation to these instruments is available on the ESM website at http://www.esm.europa.eu/.

- The IMF has a number of precautionary or standby type facilities including Flexible Credit 
Line (FCL), the Precautionary and Liquidity Line (PLL), the Extended Funding Facility (EFF) 
and the Stand By Arrangement (SBA). These different instruments are designed to address 
different sets of circumstances, and the terms and conditions attaching to them are structured 
accordingly. Further information on these instruments is available on the IMF website at http://
www.imf.org/. 

All relevant options will be considered in the light of what will be appropriate for Ireland at 
the time of our exit. The issue of our exit options has yet to be fully considered by Government 
and accordingly no decisions have been taken to date.

In relation to the ECB’s Outright Monetary Transactions (OMT), the Governing Council 
of the ECB made a decision to establish OMTs on 2nd August 2012, and issued a press state-
ment on 6th September 2012 which outlined its technical features. According to this ECB Press 
Release, the purpose of OMT is: “Safeguarding an appropriate monetary policy transmission 
and the singleness of the monetary policy”. The ECB press statement also notes that the ECB’s 
Governing Council will decide on the start, continuation and suspension of OMT, following 
a thorough assessment, in full discretion and acting in accordance with its monetary policy 
mandate.  It is therefore clear that the decision on whether to grant OMT or otherwise in any 
particular case is a matter for the ECB, which is an independent body.

Counterfeit Goods

21/05/2013WRD04000102. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the measures taken by him in 
order to minimise the impact of counterfeit goods on the Exchequer; if he intends to introduce 
harsher penalities as called for by Retail Ireland; if he will consider a public awareness cam-
paign to highlight to consumers the effect illegal trading has on the economy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23655/13]

21/05/2013WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Counterfeit goods are a worldwide 
problem and represent a serious threat to legitimate businesses. In addition, they defraud cus-
tomers who unknowingly buy them, and can pose health and safety risks.  The Revenue Com-
missioners are responsible for acting against the importation of counterfeit goods into the State 
from outside the EU.  I am advised that Revenue made a total of 5,580 seizures of such goods, 
with a value of €5,437,334, during 2012.  In the first quarter of 2013 there were 1,540 seizures 
with a value of €819,684.  The range of goods seized is extensive and includes body care items, 
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clothing and accessories, mobile phones and other electronic equipment, CDs, DVDs and toys.  

Action against counterfeit goods that are in free circulation within the EU is the responsi-
bility of An Garda Síochána.  I am advised that Revenue and An Garda Síochána work closely 
together, and share intelligence on an ongoing basis, in tackling the overall problem of counter-
feit goods. There is close cooperation also at international level, including, for example, partici-
pation by Ireland in international operations coordinated by the World Customs Organisation. 

The active cooperation of intellectual property rights holders is also essential in dealing with 
this problem, and they can provide valuable assistance to the work of the enforcement authori-
ties through practical steps such as responding quickly to requests for confirmation of the status 
of suspected counterfeit goods. 

The penalties for illegal importation of counterfeit goods are set down in section 186 of the 
Customs Consolidation Act 1876. On summary conviction, a fine of €5,000 or a term of impris-
onment not exceeding 12 months, or both, can be imposed. On conviction on indictment, a fine 
of €126,790 or, in the case of goods with a value exceeding €250,000, a fine of three times the 
value of the goods (including duty and tax), or a term of imprisonment up to 5 years, or both 
a fine and imprisonment, may be imposed. There are no proposals at present to increase these 
penalties, but the position will be kept under review. 

I recognise the value of raising the awareness of consumers of the negative impact of the 
trade in counterfeit goods, and the potential safety risks involved, and believe that the holders 
of intellectual property rights have a key role to play in conveying this message to consumers. I 
understand that Revenue works with other stakeholders, where possible, to highlight the prob-
lems associated with such goods and will continue to avail of all opportunities that arise to raise 
the public’s awareness regarding counterfeit goods. 

21/05/2013WRD04150Mortgage Arrears Rate

21/05/2013WRD04200103. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the total value of residen-
tial mortgages on the loan books of each covered financial institution which are in arrears of 90 
days or more; the total value of all tracker-mortgages currently held by the same institutions; if 
the covered institutions are adequately capitalised at present to cover losses arising from said 
mortgages; if not, where he will source such additional capital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23659/13]

21/05/2013WRD04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The covered institutions have provided 
me with the following information:

AIB

All relevant disclosures in relation to AIB’s mortgage portfolios, including arrears data and 
tracker mortgages, for December 2012 are made on page 88 to 111 of AIB’s 2012 Annual Ac-
counts published on 27th March 2013. AIB currently exceeds the minimum regulatory capital 
requirements of 10.5% as set out by the Central Bank of Ireland. The objectives of AIB’s Capi-
tal Management Policy (which is subject to supervisory review and evaluation) are to ensure 
that it has sufficient capital to cover the current and future risks inherent in its business and to 
support its future development. AIB’s core tier 1 ratio remains robust at 15.1% at December 
2012 and its total capital ratio was 17.6%.

BOI
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Bank of Ireland’s annual report for the year to 31 December 2012 gives comprehensive 
disclosures on its Residential Irish Mortgage Portfolios (particularly pages 321 - 333), its ac-
counting policies (particularly pages 148 - 169), its credit risk management and asset quality 
(particularly pages 55 - 77) and capital position (particularly pages 26 - 28 and 96 -97).

PTSB

The value of loans greater than 90 days in arrears is disclosed on page 17 of Permanent 
TSBs 2012 Annual Report.  For Republic of Ireland Residential that figure was €5.5bn. Of the 
€24.6bn Republic of Ireland Residential loans disclosed on page 17 approximately 66% were 
contractually linked to the ECB base rate. The Group is adequately capitalised with a Core Tier 
1 ratio of 18.0% at December 2012 to cover all losses anticipated on all its loan books; however, 
it continues to:

- Work to find suitable long term treatments for its customers in arrears.

- Drive down its cost of funding so that the tracker mortgages are less of a drag on overall 
financial performance and so that it can profitably extend new credit into the economy.

- Find savings and efficiencies in all aspects of its operations.

I have also been informed by the Central Bank that the Covered Banks are required to 
maintain minimum capital requirements for all material risks (including credit risk) under the 
Capital Requirements Directive. In addition the banks subject to PCAR are required to maintain 
Core Tier 1 capital above 10.5%. These banks were also stress tested in 2011 under PCAR as 
part of the FMP in order to withstand losses in their loan portfolios (including mortgages) under 
an assumed adverse scenario. 

Real Estate Investment Trusts

21/05/2013WRD04400104. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance the number of real 
estate investment trusts that will be introduced here by the end of 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23957/13]

21/05/2013WRD04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The legislation introducing a tax frame-
work for Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) was signed into law on 27th March in Finance 
Bill 2013.  The future development of Irish REITs will depend very much on market response to 
the product, so it is not possible to state the number, if any, of REITs which will be introduced 
by the end of 2013.  REITs by their nature are large collective investment vehicles which take 
time to form – the time frame for large property transactions is calculated in months rather than 
weeks, and the public listing of a company is also a significant undertaking.

I have however received feedback from a number of sources indicating that interest is being 
expressed in the Irish REIT framework.

21/05/2013WRD04550Central Bank of Ireland Issues

21/05/2013WRD04600105. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the outsourcing, 
unique in the Eurosystem, of essential services at the Central Bank of Ireland including IT and 
security services. [23942/13]

21/05/2013WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The responsibility for operational and 
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security policies at the Central Bank is a matter for the Central Bank Commission and the Gov-
ernor of the Bank. However I understand the Central Bank has entered into a contract with HP 
to provide the physical data centre environment to host its IT systems, manage the technical 
infrastructure aspects of these systems and provide hosting facilities at a backup data centre for 
the purposes of business continuity and replacing existing facilities which are at ‘end of life’.  
HP will not have access to any of the banks business applications. The security of the technical 
aspects of the systems will be achieved through a combination of physical and logical protec-
tions, procedural and process protections, security features including encryption where neces-
sary and on-going monitoring and reporting features. The steps taken comply with the Central 
Bank’s internal security policies and those of the ECB and are underpinned by the contractual 
and legal arrangements with HP.

The new data centre environment will negate the requirement for the Central Bank to build 
two new data centre facilities and there will be no ‘outsourcing’ of Central Bank staff arising 
from the contract with HP.  HP was engaged following a competitive tender process, which 
included assessment across a number of criteria including security and cost. The process was 
approved by the Central Bank Commission. 

I am informed by the Central Bank that some other Central Banks have engaged external 
specialist private companies to provide elements of the services similar to those which will be 
provided under this contract.  It is to be expected that other Central Banks will evaluate external 
data centre options when they come to an ‘end of life’ scenario with their existing facilities.

In relation to security arrangements, the Central Bank is not in a position to disclose or dis-
cuss the details of its security model or operations. However, security operations are reviewed 
regularly to ensure they operate to current best practices and in the most effective and efficient 
manner.

21/05/2013WRD04750Export Statistics

21/05/2013WRD04800106. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Finance if he has had any discussions 
with his Cypriot counterparts on the possible implications for Ireland in terms of exports; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15570/13]

21/05/2013WRD04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I interact with all of my EU counterparts 
as part of my regular engagement at EU level. My most recent engagements at Eurogroup and 
ECOFIN on 13/14 May were part of this on-going and constructive dialogue.  At the last meet-
ing, the Eurogroup issued a statement welcoming the decision of the ESM to approve the first 
tranche of financial assistance to Cyprus on Monday 13 May in the context of the macroeco-
nomic adjustment programme agreed between Cyprus and the euro area Member States on 25 
March and the MoU signed between Cyprus and the European Commission at the end of April.

The fact that an agreement has been reached is an important step towards the stabilisation 
of the Cypriot economy reflecting the Eurogroup’s unwavering commitment to preserving the 
financial stability of the euro area and its Member States.  The euro area is one of Ireland’s main 
trading areas so any policy effort that improves the economic and financial conditions leading 
to a recovery in the euro area should have positive implications for Irish exports.

21/05/2013WRE00150EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

21/05/2013WRE00200107. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Finance his recent discussions with the 
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European Union leaders in relation to Ireland’s current Troika agreement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19948/13]

21/05/2013WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware Ireland is 
in the final year of the EU-IMF Programme of Financial Support.  The Programme is subject to 
a quarterly review by the three external partners, the European Commission, the ECB and the 
IMF (the Troika).  Progress on the programme to date, and prospective future developments 
are discussed during these missions.  The mission is the first stage in the review process which 
concludes with consideration and approval by the IMF and the EU.  I have regular meetings 
with EU Finance Ministers on numerous issues including the programme. During recent meet-
ings, I have emphasised that the Government’s focus is now firmly on our exit strategy from the 
Programme, our re-entry into the financial markets and improving our debt sustainability.  I also 
emphasised that it is Ireland’s intention to achieve a successful exit from our programme and 
we are doing all we can to this end. My EU Finance Minister Colleagues are broadly supportive 
of our effort and recognise our strong implementation performance.  The recent agreement, 
in principle, to extend the maturities of our EFSF and EFSM loans is the most recent tangible 
example of their supportive stance.

Derivatives Market

21/05/2013WRE00400108. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the steps being taken to regu-
late food securities trading on the stock market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23657/13]

21/05/2013WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Trading in commodity derivatives, in-
cluding food commodity derivatives, forms part of the regulation of derivatives.  Regulation 
of derivatives has been part of the Councils discussions since September 2010, when the Com-
mission published its proposal for the European Market Infrastructure Regulation (EMIR) to 
regulate this market in the context of over-the-counter (OTC) trades.  The G20 agreed at the 
2009 Pittsburgh summit on the need to improve the transparency and oversight of less regulated 
markets – including derivatives markets - and to address the issue of excessive price volatility 
in commodity derivatives markets. In response to this, in October 2011 the European Commis-
sion published a revised MiFID proposal (‘MiFID II)’.

MiFID II is a much broader and a more ambitious package that deals with both OTC deriva-
tives and exchange traded derivatives. 

MiFID II consists of a Directive (MiFID) and a Regulation (MiFIR). The objective of Mi-
FID II is to address some of the policy and regulatory issues that have emerged since MiFID I 
came into force in 2004. It aims to make financial markets more efficient, resilient and trans-
parent, strengthen the protection of investors, mitigate systemic risk and protect against market 
abuse.  The new framework will also increase the supervisory powers of regulators and provide 
clear operating rules for all trading activities.

EMIR and MiFID II are expected to result in a tighter regime for all derivatives, including 
food commodities, whether traded OTC or through exchanges. The measures are intended to 
keep pace with trends in derivatives trading, and in line with G20 commitments.

The Irish Presidency has prioritised this dossier and has continued the Council Working 
Party negotiations (at Attaché level) in an effort to secure a Council General Approach in order 
to begin negotiations with the European Parliament via trilogues. 

The Central Bank of Ireland is the competent authority in this country for the purposes of 
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derivatives legislation.

21/05/2013WRE00550EU Directives

21/05/2013WRE00600109. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the impact that 
the European mortgage credit rules contained in the Mortgage Credit Directive will have on the 
mortgage industry here; the way it will impact on the rights of future mortgage holders; if these 
rights will be applied to current mortgage holders; if it is expected to increase the availability 
of mortgage credit through financial institutions; the level of accountability to the European 
Council that will be imposed on financial institutions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23656/13]

21/05/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Provisional agreement was reached 
with the European Parliament on the proposed Mortgage Credit Directive on the 22 April last 
with final agreement expected shortly.  The proposed Directive was endorsed by the Council 
through the EU Member States’ ambassadors at the meeting of the Permanent Representatives’ 
Committee in Brussels on 8th May.  Before its formal adoption it has to be voted on at Plenary 
by the European Parliament.  The new rules will strengthen the rights of future mortgage hold-
ers across the EU.  They do not apply to existing mortgage credit agreements. Some of the 
provisions of the proposed Directive are as follows:

- Improved pre-contractual information to consumers including a new European Stan-
dardised Information Sheet (ESIS) making it easier for people to compare mortgages;

- New rules for advertising mortgages to include, for example, clearer information on the 
annual percentage rate;

- Improved credit-worthiness assessments - tougher rules for credit assessment of people 
applying for mortgages;

- Intermediaries should have authorisation from the relevant supervisory authority;

- New competence requirements for mortgage lenders;

- Improved knowledge and competence requirements for staff of banks and credit interme-
diaries providing mortgages;

- Increased choice for consumers by allowing credit intermediaries to operate cross borders;

- Consumers will also benefit from a guaranteed period of time before being bound by an 
agreement for a mortgage (through a period of reflection, a right of withdrawal, or both);

- Where property valuations are conducted they will need to respect principles in line with 
the Financial Stability Board;

- Consumers will be granted a general right to repay their loans early. 

The proposed Directive also allows for high level principles in relation to financial educa-
tion for consumers and in relation to arrears and foreclosure.  It imposes a requirement to adopt 
measures to encourage creditors to exercise reasonable forbearance before foreclosure proceed-
ings are initiated.  The new rules, set out in this proposed Directive, will also help improve 
comparability of mortgage products, greater transparency in the provision of mortgage material 
across Europe and should help the development of a cross-border mortgage market.
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With regard to accountability, Member States will be required to designate the national 
competent authorities empowered to ensure the application and enforcement of this proposed 
Directive and will be required to ensure that they are granted investigating and enforcement 
powers and adequate resources necessary for the efficient and effective performance of their 
duties.

Member States will also be required to ensure that the authorities designated as competent 
for ensuring the application and enforcement of specific articles of this proposed Directive are 
competent authorities included in Article 4(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1093/2010 establishing a 
European Supervisory Authority (European Banking Authority) i.e. EBA members, and where 
they are non-EBA members, Member States will be required to ensure they cooperate with the 
European Banking Authority as required under the proposed Directive in relation to the specific 
articles in question.

Finally, the agreement on this proposed Directive marks the achievement of another key 
Presidency goal, contributing to consumer protection and strengthening Europe’s mortgage 
system. 

21/05/2013WRE00750Equality Proofing of Budgets

21/05/2013WRE00800110. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Finance following his commit-
ment to do so, the progress he has made on examining the equality-proofing of future budgets. 
[23963/13]

21/05/2013WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following my commitment to direct 
one of my political advisers to look at the Scottish model during the Finance Bill debate on 
March 6th 2013, preliminary research has been undertaken.  I feel it is important to highlight 
to the Deputy that at present the Scottish Budgetary system has limited powers in relation to 
revenue-raising measures.  Accordingly, the Scottish Equality Statement is primarily an impact 
assessment on Government spending.  Mr. John Swinney MSP, the Scottish Cabinet Secretary 
for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth, sets out in his introduction to the Equality 
Statement that he commends it “as a tool to assist with the scrutiny of our spending decisions 
(…) and as a commentary on the equality impact of our spending plans (…)”.  The Equality 
Statement does not deal with revenue or taxation measures and as such the scope to provide a 
detailed analysis of the Scottish model is limited.  Any issues relating to the allocation of spend-
ing resources and its impacts are matters for my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform, to deal with in the first instance. 

I feel it is important to highlight the progressive nature of the Irish taxation system when 
discussing matters of equality. Ireland has been consistently assessed highly by the OECD for 
the progressivity of our taxation system. In the OECD rating system on the progressivity of 
taxation, where less than 100 is regressive and above 100 is progressive, most EU countries had 
a progressivity rate of between 120 and 140. Ireland, in comparison, had a progressivity rate of 
182.

21/05/2013WRE00950Tax Avoidance Issues

21/05/2013WRE01000111. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that a recent 
Court ruling on the matter of a tax avoidance scheme known as the value shift arrangement 
means that additional tax revenue of up to €500 million is now owing to the State; and the pro-
cess that the Revenue Commissioners have put in place to obtain payment of these outstanding 
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obligations. [23661/13]

21/05/2013WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
High Court judgment delivered on the 5th February in Judicial Review proceedings taken by a 
taxpayer against the Revenue Commissioners.  The background to the Judicial Review is that 
the taxpayer entered into what Revenue considers to be a tax avoidance scheme.  The scheme 
involves the transfer of share rights and results ultimately in the extraction and distribution of 
funds tax free to the taxpayer.  Revenue issued a written notification to the taxpayer that a Rev-
enue investigation had commenced into his tax affairs for certain tax years.  They also advised 
the taxpayer that he no longer had the opportunity to make a qualifying disclosure.  A qualifying 
disclosure, also known as a voluntary disclosure, entitles a taxpayer to a lower rate of penalties 
when the tax liability is computed.

The central issue considered by the High Court in the Judicial Review proceedings was 
whether the taxpayer was entitled to make a qualifying disclosure.  The High Court ruled that in 
the circumstances of the case Revenue were entitled to refuse a qualifying disclosure to the tax-
payer on the grounds that Revenue’s investigation into his tax affairs had already commenced.

The High Court judgment was not, as such, concerned with matters that determine whether 
a tax liability arises in relation to the tax avoidance scheme.

Revenue has identified 76 companies to date that availed of the scheme with funds of 
c.€181million extracted tax free.  A number of the cases are the subject of tax appeals and the 
final amount of related tax liability, if any, will ultimately depend on the final outcome of these 
appeals.  I am informed that consequently the Revenue Commissioners are not in a position at 
present to quantify any tax liability that may become payable. 

European Council Meetings

21/05/2013WRE01200112. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the ECOFIN 
meeting of 14 May and the Eurogroup meeting of 13 May. [23950/13]

21/05/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Eurogroup met on Monday 13th 
May and was chaired by  the President of the Eurogroup Mr Jeroen Dijsselbloem.  The Presi-
dent of Eurogroup speaks on behalf of Eurogroup and held a press conference after the meet-
ing on Monday afternoon.  The Eurogroup discussed a range of issues and released statements 
on Greece and Cyprus.  The Ecofin Council met on 14th May 2013 and as Ireland holds the 
Presidency of the Council of the EU, I as the Minister for Finance chaired the meeting.  Min-
ister of State, Brian Hayes TD represented Ireland at the meeting.  The meeting was attended 
by representatives of all 27 EU Member States and of Croatia (who has observer status until 
their accession into the EU on 1st July), representatives of the Commission and the European 
Central Bank, the European Investment Bank, the Economic and Financial Committee and the 
Economic Policy Committee.  The following issues were discussed.

  Banking Recovery and Resolution 
  The Council discussed a proposal for a directive establishing a framework for the recovery 

and resolution of credit institutions and investment firms, focusing in particular on the design 
of the bail-in instrument.

  Draft Amending Budget No. 2 to the General Budget 2013

The Council reached a political agreement on draft amending budget no. 2 for 2013, on 
the basis of a proposal from the Irish Presidency. Draft amending budget no. 2 for 2013 is 
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about meeting outstanding payment needs in the 2013 EU budget for which the Commission 
proposed a total amount of €11.2 billion.  The Council’s political agreement is to provide €7.3 
billion in a first stage and to focus this amount on measures to support economic growth, create 
jobs and tackle unemployment, especially among young people, and as a second stage, to take 
all necessary steps to ensure EU’s obligations are met on the basis of further information from 
the Commission.  The Council also noted that the agreement in the draft amending Budget has 
been linked to the negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework and as such the Coun-
cil stated that “nothing is agreed until everything is agreed”.

  Savings taxation 

The Council approved a mandate for the Commission to negotiate amendments to the EU’s 
agreements with Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Andorra and San Marino on the taxation 
of savings income. 

The aim is to ensure that the five countries continue to apply measures that are equivalent 
to the EU’s directive on the taxation of savings income, which is being amended. The Commis-
sion will negotiate on the basis of a draft directive amending the savings directive (2003/48/
EC), aimed at improving its effectiveness and closing certain loopholes so as to prevent its 
circumvention.

The Council also discussed a draft directive aimed at strengthening the EU’s directive on 
the taxation of savings income (2003/48/EC). It agreed to revert to the matter at a forthcoming 
meeting, in the light of comments made by Ministers.

  Tax Evasion and Fraud 

The Council then adopted Council Conclusions on Tax Evasion and Fraud which reaffirm 
that all Member States recognise the importance of taking effective steps to fight tax evasion 
and tax fraud, and recognises the need to tackle aggressive tax planning.

  Macroeconomic Imbalances

The Council considered the Commission’s publication last month of its in-depth reviews of 
macroeconomic imbalances in 13 Member States and adopted Council conclusions on the issue. 

  Towards a deep and genuine Economic and Monetary Union

The Council took note of the presentation by the Commission of two communications on 
the further development of the EU’s economic and monetary union (EMU) and held a brief 
exchange of views.  The communications relate to the introduction of a “convergence and com-
petitiveness instrument” and ex-ante  coordination of national economic policy reforms.  They 
follow up on work carried out by the European Council, which last December called on its 
President to present in June 2013, after consultations with the member states, possible measures 
and a timetable for the further development of EMU.

  Follow-up to International Finance meetings

The Council took note of the outcome of International Finance Ministers’ meetings held in 
Washington D.C. on 18-21 April, namely:

- G20 Finance Ministers’ and Central Bank Governors’ meeting;

- Annual spring meetings of the IMF and the World Bank.

Discussions in Washington covered the global economic situation; the G20 framework for 
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growth; reform of the international financial architecture; financial regulation; financing for 
investment; and energy, commodities and climate finance.

Over breakfast on the morning of the 14 May, the President of the European Council Her-
man Van Rompuy made a presentation on tax evasion and fraud and this was followed by an ex-
change of views. Ministers were then debriefed on the outcome of the Eurogroup the day before 
and discussed the economic situation, on the basis of a presentation given by Vice President Olli 
Rehn on the Commission’s Spring European Economic Forecasts. 

It is evident from the above list that the Council completed a very full programme of work 
at this meeting. 

EU Budget

21/05/2013WRE01400113. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the implications for Ireland of 
the outcome of EU budget talks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23916/13]

21/05/2013WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I presume that the Deputy is referring to 
the political agreement on Draft Amending Budget Number 2 to EU Budget 2013 reached at the 
ECOFIN Council on Tuesday 14 May 2013.  On 27 March 2013, the Commission proposed that 
Budget 2013 be increased by €11.2 billion, which the Commission has estimated as the amount 
required to meet outstanding payment needs from 2012 and expected payment needs in 2013. 
The ECOFIN Council on 14 May 2013 reached a political agreement to provide €7.3 billion as 
a first stage and to take all necessary steps to ensure that the EU’s obligations are honoured in a 
second stage on foot of further information from the Commission on implementation, the pos-
sibilities for redeployment of funds within the budget and budget revenues.  The ECOFIN also 
stated that this agreement would be formalised when the negotiations on the EU Multiannual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 are concluded and that ‘nothing is agreed until everything is 
agreed’.

Ireland will contribute approximately 1% of the additional amount finally agreed for the EU 
Budget.  However, in overall terms, under the current MFF 2007-2013, Ireland remains a net 
beneficiary from the EU Budget.

21/05/2013WRE01550Corporation Tax

21/05/2013WRE01600114. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance with reference to the effective 
rate of Irish corporation tax, if he will outline his strategy for simplifying the administrative 
burden that applies to achieving corporate rate compliance; if he will provide Dáil Éireann with 
up-to-date comparative figures for the numbers of days it takes companies based here to achieve 
this compliance compared with other countries in the EU; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23753/13]

21/05/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There is no agreed international meth-
odology for calculating the ‘effective rate’ of corporation tax.  With that in mind, I am unsure 
as to the premise of the Deputy’s question.  Companies operating in Ireland are chargeable to 
corporation tax at the 12.5% rate on the profits that are generated from their trading activities 
here.  A higher 25% rate applies in respect of investment, rental and other non-trading profits, 
as well as certain petroleum, mining and land dealing activities, while chargeable capital gains 
are taxable at the capital gains tax rate of 33%.  I am not aware of companies having issues with 
complying with these corporate tax rates.
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Unlike some other countries who have a high headline rate of corporation tax but also have 
a significant number of reliefs, the approach in Ireland is transparent.  We have a relatively 
low headline rate of corporation tax which is applied to a broad base and there are only a small 
number of targeted incentives in Ireland.  Such reliefs include, for example, the R&D tax credit 
and the 3 year exemption from corporation tax for start-up companies.  These few reliefs are 
tightly focussed: firstly on the creation of additional employment as is consistent with current 
Government policy, and secondly on areas of innovation with a view to generating high value-
added economic activity in the country.

In relation to the compliance burden arising from taxation more generally, the Deputy may 
be interested to note that Ireland was ranked 6th in the world and 1st in the EU for ease of pay-
ing taxes in a report published in April by PwC, the World Bank and the IFC entitled ‘Paying 
Taxes 2013’. 

Shadow Banking Sector

21/05/2013WRE01800115. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance his views on the shadow bank-
ing sector here; if he will outline the benefits of this sector to the economy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23979/13]

21/05/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Shadow banking embraces a disparate 
range of entities and activities which support investment and capital-raising.  It can include 
Money Market Funds or other “deposit taking” investment products, Special Purpose Vehicles 
which perform liquidity or maturity transformation, Exchange Traded Funds and other funds 
which provide credit, firms which provide credit guarantees, insurance/reinsurance firms which 
issue or insure credit.  Shadow banking typically has the following characteristics: maturity or 
liquidity transformation across the balance sheet - where the sources of funding are of shorter 
maturity or the assets are inherently illiquid; credit creation funded by leverage - which boosts 
certain measures of the money supply.

Shadow Banking, if well regulated, can perform important functions in the financial system 
and parts of the Shadow Banking system can contribute positively to the flow of credit and li-
quidity and help to promote economic growth. 

In general, regulatory proposals on Shadow Banking seek to appropriately reflect a balance 
between the need for better risk management and enhanced transparency and stronger financial 
stability, and the need for increased and more diversified financing to the economy.  

Shadow banking activities make use of various services located in Ireland such as legal ad-
vice, tax advice, accountancy advice, asset servicing, subscriptions and redemptions, valuations 
and listing.  Most of these are high value added activities to the Irish economy through income 
tax receipts. 

The Commission will in summer 2013, as a follow up to their Green Paper of March 2012, 
and the international work coordinated by the Financial Stability Board, address the systemic 
problems related to shadow banking.  My Department is awaiting the publication of the Com-
mission’s proposals and will engage fully with efforts to improve regulation of shadow banking.

21/05/2013WRE01950Property Taxation Administration

21/05/2013WRE02000116. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the 
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details of the contract with Abtran to run the local property tax help line; the cost of a call to 
this help line when calling from a mobile phone; his views on whether the outsourcing of this 
service is appropriate in view of the revelations with regards to an employee abusing credit card 
details; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23982/13]

21/05/2013WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the introduction of the Local Property Tax (LPT) represents a significant adminis-
trative challenge.  It is the largest implementation of a self-assessment tax system in the history 
of the State.  As a new service that will have exceptional temporary pressures at particular 
stages of its initial implementation, it was difficult to predict the level of contact during the 
introductory phase and consequently, the resources required to handle queries from members of 
the public.  Revenue considered a number of options for the provision of a phone call service 
to handle queries from members of the public.  It was necessary to ensure that the introduction 
of LPT would not adversely affect Revenue’s capacity to deliver for the Exchequer in relation 
to their overall priority of maintaining and improving levels of compliance across the range of 
taxes and duties.

Following an open competitive tendering process, the contract was awarded to Abtran.  As 
part of the contract Abtran must meet Revenue customer service standards as well as industry 
ISO and PCI standards.  To ensure the standards are met and maintained, both in English and 
Irish, Revenue provided training and training material and maintains a presence in Abtran on 
an on-going basis. 

The conditions of the agreement between Abtran and Revenue require the company to spe-
cifically:

1.Deliver information and assistance to taxpayers having difficulty understanding Local 
Property Tax (LPT) and completing their returns and making payments.

2. Assist taxpayers to navigate a new online system for filing returns and payments for LPT. 

3. Escalate calls to a Revenue call service where taxpayer specific information is required 
to resolve the call.

4. Make outbound calls to taxpayers with information on their Property Tax queries where 
requested by Revenue to do so.

5. Provide telephony infrastructure and supports to allow direct transfer to Revenue. 

6. Provide support services and resources including account management and quality con-
trol. 

I am advised that cost of the service to Revenue is dependent on the volume of calls handled 
and that a total of €67,000 was spent on the service delivery during Q1 2013.  Revenue pub-
lishes quarterly lists of payments to suppliers over €20,000 and the continued cost of the call 
service will be published on that basis.  In regard to the Deputy’s question on the cost of calls 
to the Helpline I am informed that the price is dependent on the individual’s phone network as 
well as the type of ‘phone package’ that the individual has with his/her operator. 

In regard to the issue of credit card abuse by an employee of Abtran, I am advised by Rev-
enue that the issue was first brought to its attention late on Thursday night 9 May 2013.  The 
issue related to people who filed and paid via telephone through the LPT Helpline and who used 
credit or debit cards as the payment method. In total, the details of 11 credit/debit cards were 
improperly obtained by an ‘unauthorised’ Abtran employee.  The incident did not impact on 
anybody who filed and paid via computer nor did it affect any of the other available payment 
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options for Local Property Tax (LPT).

I am assured that Revenue is extremely concerned about the incident and has been in con-
stant contact with the company at a senior level since the incident occurred.  I am informed that 
the matter is now in the hands of the Gardaí and in the circumstances it would not be appro-
priate to comment further on that aspect of the matter.  None of the card holders suffered any 
financial loss.

In regard to security, Abtran was able to very quickly identify the person responsible for the 
inappropriate access because it has very sophisticated call management and recording systems 
available to log all calls.  On concluding its investigation, Abtran assured Revenue that the inci-
dent was an isolated matter relating to a single individual. It was not related to any technology 
or systems breach and was not related to the secure on-line payments system for LPT. 

When Revenue extended the facility to file and pay on-line, via the LPT Helpline, special ar-
rangements were put in place with Abtran in line with best practice, including setting up a filing 
team who are located in a ‘clean’ and secure environment with additional monitoring features, 
who do not have access to mobile phones or any other facility to record personal or payment 
details.  The person in question was not a member of this team and had no authority to request 
any payment details from customers.

Since the incident also constituted a data breach, Revenue reported it to the office of the 
Data Protection Commissioner on Friday and is receiving advice from that office.

Revenue would like to reassure people that payment of tax by either credit or debit card is 
completely secure and that in the unlikely event of any illegal access, the card owner will not 
suffer any loss. 

Finally, I commend Revenue for its very swift response to the incident.

Banking Sector Remuneration

21/05/2013WRE02200117. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the responses he has re-
ceived from banks following the Mercer report; the proposals each bank has made to reduce 
its remuneration by 6-10% including a breakdown of their proposals regarding cuts to each of 
those earning less than €100,000, of those earning between €100,000 and €200,000, of those 
earning between €200,000 and €300,000 and of those earning more than €300,000.  [23954/13]

21/05/2013WRE02300188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the Mercer report on banking pay and his calling for 6% to 10% reductions in remuneration, 
when such savings will be delivered. [24093/13]

21/05/2013WRE02400189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the Mercer report on banking pay and his calling for 6% to 10% reductions in remuneration, 
if such reductions are to be effected through cutting headcount or individual remuneration. 
[24094/13]

21/05/2013WRE02500190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the Mercer report on banking pay and his calling for 6% to 10% reductions to indicate the way 
he will ensure such reductions are delivered and if there will be ongoing monitoring of remu-
neration on a periodic basis. [24095/13]

21/05/2013WRE02600191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance in respect of the Mercer report 
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which he commissioned in June 2012, which was published on 12 March 2013, and his call to 
the banks to deliver proposals to him by the end of April 2013 detailing their plans to deliver 6% 
to 10% savings in remuneration, if he will confirm if he has now received proposals from all rel-
evant banks, and if not, if he will confirm which banks have not delivered proposals. [24096/13]

21/05/2013WRE02700192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to his call to banks to 
deliver proposals by the end of April 2013 to save 6% to 10% on remuneration if he has now 
considered those proposals, if he satisfied that the proposals are sufficient to deliver 6% to 10% 
savings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24097/13]

21/05/2013WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 117, 
and 188 to 192, inclusive, together.

I can confirm that the three State supported banks responded with their individual strate-
gies, designed to achieve the required savings, by the due date of 30 April as requested by the 
Government.  Those plans are being evaluated by my Department currently.  It is not possible 
at this stage to reveal precise individual details bar what has been put into the public domain.  I 
can confirm that all three institutions have put forward pension changes to varying degrees as 
part of their respective overall responses.  

I am constrained as to what I can say presently due to commercial sensitivities and perhaps, 
more critical at this stage, industrial relations concerns as the normal protocols continue and 
need to be respected and observed by all parties.  This is something I have advocated through-
out this process.  I am anxious, therefore, that all the participants in these discussions are given 
space and time to conduct these critical negotiations. 

Accordingly, I would encourage all sides to engage in these discussions proactively through 
the appropriate forums in view of the serious and critical consequences for all concerned.  In 
this context, the Government readily acknowledges the sacrifices and changes made by bank 
employees to date at all levels and recognises that this has been achieved without major indus-
trial unrest in what is a critically important sector.

It follows that, at this stage, it would not be appropriate or realistic to specify a timeframe 
for the savings to be delivered.  However, in view of the fact that the three institutions continue 
to be loss making the timely delivery of such savings is critical to their viability and to the fu-
ture employment prospects of their employees.

There is on-going monitoring of costs and implementation of and adherence to policy, in-
cluding remuneration, with the three banks.  This is achieved through a variety of measures such 
as compliance certification, monthly management meetings with the respective institutions, an-
nual published reporting by them and parliamentary oversight.  All three institutions are in com-
pliance with the present Government policy on remuneration which includes, amongst other 
matters, a remuneration cap and a prohibition on the awarding or payment of bonuses.

21/05/2013WRE02850Tax Collection

21/05/2013WRE02900118. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will re-examine the €1.25 
million VAT cash receipts accounting threshold in view of the small number of companies that 
can benefit from the change in budget 2013.  [23948/13]

21/05/2013WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): VAT is normally accounted for on the 
basis of invoices issued, that is VAT is payable on the total sales invoiced in the relevant period, 
regardless of whether or not the trader has been paid for the supply in that period. However, the 



21 May 2013

155

cash basis of accounting provides traders with the option to account for VAT on a cash receipts 
basis.  This means that the trader is not required to pay VAT until payment for the supply is 
actually received.  Availing of this option assists firms in the critical area of cash flow.  In order 
to avail of the cash receipts basis of accounting for VAT, a business must either a) be supplying 
goods or services, where 90% of the supplies are to persons who aren’t registered for VAT or b) 
have an annual turnover which is less than €1.25 million.

As part of a number of measures to assist small to medium enterprises, Budget 2013 in-
creased this turnover threshold from €1 million to €1.25 million with effect from 1 May 2013.  
This increase will have a once off cost to the Exchequer of €20 million.  Over 800 businesses 
are expected to benefit from this change.

Although it is possible to increase the threshold to a level higher than €1.25 million, the cash 
basis cannot be used to replace the normal VAT arrangements across the board which might be 
the case if an excessively high threshold were used, given 66% of taxpayers are already using 
the cash basis system.  In addition an increase in the threshold to €2 million or €2.5 million 
would be very costly to the Exchequer.  Increasing the threshold to €2.5 million, for example, 
would cost the Exchequer €150 million.  Accordingly, I have no plans to further increase the 
threshold at this time.

21/05/2013WRE03050NAMA Investment Funds

21/05/2013WRE03100119. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance further to the announce-
ment by the National Asset Management Agency in May 2012 of €2bn of investment in prop-
erty under its control over the course of four years, if he will confirm, in respect of that specific 
investment announcement, the total investment approved to date and the total investment pro-
vided to date. [23966/13]

21/05/2013WRE03200208. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the announcement 
by the National Asset Management Agency in May 2012 of €2bn of investment to confirm 
the way this investment is differentiated by NAMA with other advances made prior to the 
announcement, and in respect of the investment not covered by the €2bn announcement, the 
investment approved to date and the total investment provided to date. [24113/13]

21/05/2013WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 119 
and 208 together. 

I am advised that NAMA expects, as announced in May 2012, to advance at least €2 billion 
for projects in Ireland under the control of its debtors and receivers over the period to end-2016.  
As previously indicated by NAMA, the €2 billion in development capital is in addition to the 
€500 million that had been advanced for projects in Ireland prior to May 2012.  NAMA advises 
that from inception to end-April 2013 it had approved over €1.8 billion in new advances, of 
which €800 million relates to projects in Ireland.

21/05/2013WRE03350Fiscal Policy

21/05/2013WRE03400120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
economic fundamentals have stabilised in this economy; the extent to which specific targets 
have been met and are likely to continue to be met in this regard; if any particular issues have 
been identified which might assist economic growth and as a consequence employment; if spe-
cific targets have been identified in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[23890/13]

21/05/2013WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s long-stated goal is to 
return Ireland to a sound fiscal footing and, in doing so, generate long-term sustainable growth 
and employment creation.  In this regard, I am pleased to report that developments over the 
last year have been reasonably encouraging.  The Irish economy recorded a second successive 
year of growth last year and the underlying general government deficit - at 7.6 per cent of GDP 
- came in well within the ceiling of 8.6 per cent of GDP set by the ECOFIN Council in 2010.  
My Department expects an underlying deficit of 7.4 per cent of GDP this year, below the 7.5 
per cent ceiling set in 2010. We remain on course to reduce the deficit below 3 per cent of GDP 
by 2015.  

Encouragingly, domestic demand showed tentative signs of stabilisation in the second half 
of last year, with personal consumption increasing in each of the last two quarters and invest-
ment returning to full-year growth for the first time since 2007.  While developments in the 
labour market have been relatively positive of late - with employment increasing over the last 
two quarters and the unemployment rate falling by 1 percentage point since February 2012 - a 
recovery in domestic activity remains a precondition for sustained employment growth. In this 
regard, it is encouraging to note that my Department is now forecasting domestic demand to 
return to modest full-year growth this year, and to strengthen gradually over the next few years.  
On this basis, employment is expected to return to modest growth in 2013 and to continue ex-
panding thereafter.

Finally, I would like to emphasise that the Government remains committed to tackling the 
unacceptably high level of unemployment. Reflecting this, the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 set out 
over 333 actions to be undertaken in the coming year to support job creation and complement 
measures already untaken in the Jobs Initiative and the Pathways to Work.

21/05/2013WRE03550Mortgage Arrears Proposals

21/05/2013WRE03600121. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the use of split 
mortgages as a tool in dealing with mortgage arrears; and if certain banks here are implement-
ing them in a fair and sustainable way. [23941/13]

21/05/2013WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised that a 
number of longer term forbearance/modification arrangements have been introduced by mort-
gage lenders.  These arrangements include mortgage to rent, trade down mortgages, equity 
participation, interest rate reduction, sale by agreement, and split mortgages.  I have been in-
formed by the Central Bank of Ireland that the majority of lenders have introduced, or are in 
the process of introducing, a split mortgage arrangement.  A split mortgage warehouses a part 
of what remains unamortised from the initial capital sum in what can be called “Part B” of the 
loan.  The Part B is not serviced unless the borrower’s financial position improves significantly 
in the future, in which case the split is revised in line with the new circumstances - with the 
provision that, in order to preserve incentives, only a fraction of the new resources are applied 
to the loan.  The maximum amount that can be warehoused is dependent on each lender’s own 
internal criteria.  The split mortgage, like all other forbearance and modification arrangements, 
is based on affordability and sustainability of the arrangement from both the borrower’s and 
the lender’s perspective and is one of the key measures being introduced by lenders in assisting 
their distressed borrowers.  All of the products offered by the banks have been prepared in the 
context of the Central Bank’s Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategy.

As the Deputy will be aware, in the context of the performance targets set by the Central 
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Bank for borrowers in arrears over 90 days, lenders will have to satisfy the Central Bank as to 
the sustainability and affordability of long term solutions offered given that the Central Bank 
will be conducting a supervisory audit of compliance with the targets including thorough analy-
sis of sample modifications offered by the institutions.

Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 62.

21/05/2013WRE03850Property Taxation Application

21/05/2013WRE03900123. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the number of dwellings that were 
issued with local property tax assessment forms; the number of returns that have been received 
broken down between post and online; and the way he proposes to deal with the back-log. 
[23662/13]

21/05/2013WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, personalised letters and an LPT Guide have 
issued to owners of 1.66 million residential properties either by post or by way of their ROS 
(Revenue Online Service) inbox.  The Commissioners have confirmed that in excess of 948,522 
LPT Returns have been filed up to close of business on Monday, 20 May 2013.  This represents 
57% of the total Returns issued.  Of the returns received, 657,157 were filed electronically and 
291,365 were paper returns. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that all paper LPT returns and payments are 
processed on the date received.  All LPT returns and payments received online are processed in 
real time and a property owner’s record is seamlessly updated with the relevant details.  Where 
any issues arise with the LPT information supplied by taxpayers, I am advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that they have a dedicated team whose task is to resolve these matters in a 
timely manner.  I am also advised that all staff resources will be available in the run-up to the 
on-line filing deadline of 28 May to deal with the likely increased filing rate over the course of 
the final few days.

I am very satisfied with how the Revenue Commissioners have, to date, addressed the vari-
ous challenges associated with implementing LPT and I am confident that they will re-double 
their efforts over the final few days to optimise Returns filing and payment compliance. 

21/05/2013WRE04050IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRE04100124. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that he will 
publish information on the special liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation that will 
show the unaudited book value of loans at IBRC at 6 February 2013; the par value and book 
value of loans refinanced at 100%; the par value and book value and independent valuation and 
disposal value of loans sold on the open market; and the par value and book value and National 
Asset Management Agency valuation of loans acquired by NAMA. [23967/13]

21/05/2013WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Special 
Liquidators that the information requested will not be published as it is commercially sensitive 
financial information which could potentially have a detrimental impact on asset recovery from 
the impending sale process.

21/05/2013WRE04250Trade Statistics

21/05/2013WRE04300125. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if the statistics collected by the Central 
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Statistics Office for Eurostat in relation to trade for both exports and imports include records 
of services or goods and services and proposals to ensure that services are included in Eurostat 
figures in future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23669/13]

21/05/2013WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The statis-
tics on exports and imports of goods are a combination of customs-based non-EU trade statis-
tics and data from the Intrastat Survey of Irish traders involved in trade with other EU member 
states.  The collection of the data on trade in goods is the responsibility of VIMA (a branch of 
Revenue).  The CSO is responsible for processing and disseminating the data and the CSO’s 
External Trade Division transmit data on trade in goods to Eurostat.

The latest results for Export and Imports of Goods are at:

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/externaltrade/2013/gei_
mar2013.pdf  

Data on exports and imports of services are collected by the CSO’s Balance of Payments 
(BOP) Division and are supplied to Eurostat by the CSO’s BOP Division on a quarterly and on 
an annual basis.  The quarterly and annual requirements for this data are set out in Regulation 
(EC) No 184/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 January 2005. 

Quarterly data on exports and imports of services (or BOP credits and debits) are sent to 
Eurostat as part of Table 2a of the BOP results:

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/economy/2012/bop_
q42012.pdf  

More detailed data on exports and imports of services are sent to Eurostat on an annual ba-
sis, with greater detail provided on service categories and counterpart trading country:

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/economy/2011/its2011.
pdf  

The next transmission of quarterly exports and imports of services data will be before the 
end of June 2013 as part of the Q1/2013 BOP results.  The next transmission of annual data on 
international trade in services will be in early September 2013. 

For information, the table shows international trade in services data in € millions for 2009 
- 2012 (sent to Eurostat): 

Service Cat-
egory

2009 2010 2011 2012

Transport - ex-
port

3,045 3,657 4,155 4,534

Transport - im-
port

1,610 1,630 1,643 1,695

Tourism and 
travel - export

3,555 3,106 3,281 3,174

Tourism and 
travel - import

5,602 5,358 5,031 4,988

Communica-
tions - export

426 386 455 586

Communica-
tions - import

995 1,119 1,076 1,103
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Service Cat-
egory

2009 2010 2011 2012

Insurance - ex-
port

7,300 7,965 8,138 8,590

Insurance - im-
port

6,196 6,272 5,997 5,891

Financial ser-
vices - export

5,794 6,326 6,595 7,129

Financial ser-
vices - import

4,285 4,513 4,773 4,606

Computer ser-
vices - export

24,352 27,889 31,819 36,508

Computer ser-
vices - import

625 659 680 600

Royalties/li-
cences - export

1,216 2,192 3,636 3,726

Royalties/
licences - import

25,148 28,260 29,221 32,044

Business ser-
vices - export

21,319 22,151 22,774 25,382

Business ser-
vices - import

29,876 32,946 34,646 36,139

Other services - 
export

590 640 594 587

Other services - 
import

165 192 193 192

Total service 
exports

67,602 74,311 81,448 90,218

Total service 
imports

74,503 80,951 83,258 87,257

21/05/2013WRE04450Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRE04500126. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Taoiseach if he will outline in tabular form, the 
amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed individually by him, the 
Minister of State and the Secretary General in his Department, for each year in the period 2005 
to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23823/13]

21/05/2013WRE04600The Taoiseach: The following table provides details of the amount of travel and subsis-
tence, both foreign and domestic claimed by former Taoisigh, Ministers of State and Secretary 
General, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011.

Taoiseach and Ministers of State - Travel and Subsistence claims
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Name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Bertie 
Ahern, 
former 
Taoise-
ach

€ 
2,615.90

€ 
1,909.47

€ 
1,829.32

€ 1,330.96 - - -

Tom Kitt, 
former 
Chief 
Whip

€ 
1,104.85

€ 
1,072.44

€ 951.47 € 694.47 - - -

Noel 
Treacy, 
former 
MOS for 
European 
Affairs

€ 650.02 € 206.47 - - - - -

Dick 
Roche, 
former 
MOS for 
European 
Affairs

- - € 484.67 - -- € 639.27 -

Brian 
Cowen, 
former 
Taoise-
ach

- - - € 1,609.44 € 954.83 € 619.90 -

Pat 
Carey, 
former 
Chief 
Whip

- - - - - - -

John 
Curran, 
former 
Chief 
Whip

- - - - - - -

Dara 
Calleary, 
former 
MOS 
with resp 
for Public 
Service 
Transfor-
mation

- - - - - - -
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Name 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Dermot 
Mc-
Carthy, 
Secretary 
General

- - - - - - -

21/05/2013WRF00150Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRF00200127. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Taoiseach if he will outline in tabular form the num-
ber of staff appointed by him and the Minister of State in his Department or constituency office 
and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in each year for the period 2005 to 
March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23839/13]

21/05/2013WRF00300The Taoiseach: The following tables provide the information requested by the Deputy in 
relation to staff appointed by each Taoiseach and Minister of State in my Department from 2005 
to 2011 on contracts of employment coterminous with an office holder.

2005

Number of Staff Salary Total
22 €1,652,632

2006

Number of Staff Salary Total
21 €1,759,717

2007

Number of Staff Salary Total
21 €1,444,545

2008 (January to May)

Number Of Staff Salary Total
19 €452,388
2008 (May to December)

Number Of Staff Salary Total
22 €1,029,402

2009

Number of Staff Salary Total
25 €2,060,069
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2010

Number of Staff Salary Total
28 €1,898,698

2011 (January to March)

Number of Staff Salary Total
22 €486,696

YEAR Total Travel & Subsistence 
Paid

No. of Recipients

2005 €17,834.67 10
2006 €9,197.80 10
2007 €13,265.76 9
2008 €16,415.33 7
2009 €28,053.96 5
2010 €12,504.43 3
Jan - Mar 2011 €6,456.24 2

21/05/2013WRF00350Departmental Legal Costs

21/05/2013WRF00400128. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he will outline in tabular form, a break-
down on a year by year basis of the legal and travel costs his Department has incurred as a result 
of litigation in the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg, the General Court in Luxembourg 
and the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg from the years 2005 - 2012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [23852/13]

21/05/2013WRF00500The Taoiseach: My Department has incurred no legal or travel costs as a result of litiga-
tion in the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg, the General Court in Luxembourg or the 
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, between 2005 and 2012.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRF00600129. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Taoiseach if he will set out in tabular form the 
names of all State owned or substantially State funded organisations under his Department 
whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than one year old - that 
is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and those of all such organisations whose lat-
est accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2011.  
[25025/13]

21/05/2013WRF00700The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) is the only State Agen-
cy under the aegis of my Department.   The following table provides the information requested 
by the Deputy.
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Body More than one year old
National Economic and Social Develop-
ment Office

Accounts for year ended 31 December 2011 
were laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas on 18 September, 2012.

The audit of NESDO’s accounts for the year ended 31 December, 2012 is ongoing. In ac-
cordance with the National Economic and Social Development Office Act 2006, NESDO’s ac-
counts and a copy of the Comptroller and Auditor General’s (C & AG) report on the accounts 
shall be presented to the Taoiseach as soon as the audit is complete, and the Taoiseach will 
subsequently arrange for the accounts and a copy of the C & AG report on the accounts to be 
laid before each House of the Oireachtas.

21/05/2013WRF00750Emigrant Support Services

21/05/2013WRF00800130. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to the recent publication by the National Youth Council of Ireland of the report Time to 
Go a qualitative research study exploring the experience and impact of emigration on Ireland’s 
youth his views on the findings of the report; and the steps that will be taken by him to address 
recommendations issuing from the report. [24125/13]

21/05/2013WRF00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I wel-
come the report of the National Youth Council of Ireland as a contribution to the ongoing debate 
on engagement with our overseas communities.  However, I believe that the report would have 
more accurately reflected the Government’s extensive assistance to emigrants had the Council 
sought the views of the Irish Abroad Unit of my Department during their research.

While the Government is committed to implementing policies which will in the future en-
sure that no Irish citizen has to endure emigration by economic necessity, we have also been 
extremely robust in ensuring that those who are emigrating today receive assistance from the 
Government and Government supported organisations at home and abroad.

Today, our Diaspora engagement policy has two key strands, namely the Emigrant Support 
Programme (ESP) and the Global Irish Network.

The Emigrant Support Programme provides direct assistance to Irish emigrants, both long-
standing and new.  Since 2004, Irish groups ranging from those providing front line servic-
es to those most at need including the elderly, isolated, vulnerable and new arrivals to those 
working in the culture and heritage space have received grants of over €100 million under the 
Programme. At present, we work with almost 200 Irish community organisations in over 20 
countries and despite the economic situation, I ensured the ESP budget for 2013 - €11.6 million 
- remained at the same level as in 2012. 

The programme provides extensive funding to organisations that act as first port of call for 
new emigrants, including the GAA, the London Irish Centre, the Irish Canadian Immigration 
Centre in Toronto and several similar groups in Australia. We also support a wide range of busi-
ness and graduate networks around the world.

Among the Irish based organisations who receive ESP funding is Crosscare Migrant Project 
which offers pre-departure services to Irish citizens considering emigration. Crosscare also 
provide training to mainstream service providers on emigration and returners’ issues and work 
in conjunction with Irish welfare organisations abroad (many also funded by ESP) and statutory 



Questions - Written Answers

164

and voluntary service providers in Ireland including the probation service, Salvation Army and 
Safe Home.

Officials from my Department will meet the National Youth Council of Ireland shortly to 
discuss some of the findings and recommendations from their report with a view to seeing if 
there are areas where the Council and the Department might be able to cooperate in future. 

21/05/2013WRF00950Partnership for Peace

21/05/2013WRF01000131. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the arrangements Ireland has in place for a liaison office to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisa-
tion; the resources that are available to this office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24234/13]

21/05/2013WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s cooperation with NATO is conducted through the Partnership for Peace (PfP).  The PfP 
was launched in January 1994 as a means of outreach to the new democracies in Central and 
Eastern Europe, and as a way to promote stability and strengthen relationships through the pro-
motion of practical cooperation.   PfP has since been joined both by states who wish to become 
NATO members and by states that do not, including neutral and non-aligned states such as 
Finland, Sweden, Austria and Switzerland.  Russia is also a member.  Russia is also a member.   
Ireland became a member of the PfP and its political counterpart, the Euro Atlantic Partner-
ship Council (EAPC), in December 1999.  At that time, Dáil Éireann approved a Presentation 
Document setting out overall priorities for Ireland’s participation, the foremost priority being 
cooperation in peacekeeping and crisis management. 

In 2000 the Department established a Liaison Office in Brussels to represent Ireland at the 
PfP and EAPC.  The Ambassador to Belgium is Head of the Liaison Office and the Office is 
staffed by this Department, the Department of Defence and the Defence Forces.  In total there 
are 5 staff assigned to this Office, and its annual budget in 2013 is €268,437.

21/05/2013WRF01150Passport Application Fees

21/05/2013WRF01200132. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the reason it is €15 more expensive to have a passport application processed through the 
standard post system rather than Passport Express, particularly considering it can take between 
four and eight weeks to process the former as opposed to ten working days with the latter; the 
reason neither the passport application nor form notes display the fees for passport applications; 
his views on whether this leads to confusion for persons who do not have access to the internet 
or immediate direct contact with a person in the know to check the correct fee; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23716/13]

21/05/2013WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Pass-
port fees are set by statutory instrument.  The notes accompanying the passport application 
form outline the wide range of places that information on passport fees can be found.  The 
fees are publicised on the Passport service website www.passport.ie and on the Passport Ser-
vice telephone information line.  Information regarding fees has also been issued to An Garda 
Síochána and displayed in the majority of Garda Stations.  An Post, who operate the Passport 
Express Service used by over 70% of passport applicants at over 1000 post offices also provide 
passport fee information.  Additionally public notices were published in national newspapers in 
2011 at the time of introduction of the last fee change.  The standard fee for an adult passport is 
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€95 whether the applicant applies through the postal system or at the counter.  To encourage the 
use of Passport Express, there is a reduced fee of €80 for an adult passport application through 
this service.  Customers applying through passport express are given a commitment by the 
Passport Service that, where the application was properly completed, a passport will be issued 
within ten working days.

21/05/2013WRF01350International Labour Standards

21/05/2013WRF01400133. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will join the call for brands and retailers active in the Irish and single European markets to 
accede to the Bangladesh Fire and Building Safety Agreement; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23754/13]

21/05/2013WRF01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): On 
behalf of the Irish Government, I wish to express my deepest sympathy to the Government 
and people of Bangladesh on the tragic loss of life suffered following the collapse of a garment 
factory in Dhaka.  President Higgins has sent a message of condolence to the President of the 
Republic of Bangladesh, H.E Mr. Hamid Abdul in this regard.      

I understand that earlier this week the government of Bangladesh agreed to lift legal restric-
tions on forming trade unions in most industries, including the garment industry.  Previously, 
workers were required to obtain permission from factory owners before unionising.

I share the concern of Ireland’s UN and EU partners regarding the current state of labour 
conditions in Bangladesh.  I support the statement made by   EU High Representative Catherine 
Ashton and EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht on 30 April which called upon the Ban-
gladeshi authorities to act immediately to ensure that factories across the country comply with 
international labour standards including International Labour Organisation (ILO) conventions.

Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights is a fundamental 
feature of our foreign policy.  Under Ireland’s new policy for International Development – One 
World, One Future, we are committed to ensuring that economic development is compatible 
with human rights, including the right to decent work.  Our engagement in this area will be 
informed by, among other international standards, the UN Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights.  In this regard, Irish Aid currently provides assistance to the International La-
bour Organisation’s (ILO) ‘Decent Work Agenda’ through a partnership programme that covers 
the four year period 2012-2015.

At the Human Rights Council’s most recent Universal Periodic Review of Bangladesh, 
Ireland recommended that Bangladesh ensure widespread, unannounced and rigorous factory 
inspections and that where breaches of the Labour Act 2006 occur those responsible are held 
accountable in a manner sufficient to ensure deterrence.

Regarding the accord on Building and Fire Safety in Bangladesh referred to in the Deputy’s 
question, Ireland welcomes the active engagement of Irish and international firms who have 
signed up to this voluntary agreement and encourages others to do so in an effort to prevent any 
recurrence of the recent tragic events in Dhaka.  

21/05/2013WRF01550Passport Applications

21/05/2013WRF01600134. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade the position regarding a passport in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 18. 
[23780/13]

21/05/2013WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A 
passport for the person in question was issued by the Department on 10 May, 2013.  

21/05/2013WRF01750Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRF01800135. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and do-
mestic, claimed individually by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in his 
Department, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [23817/13]

21/05/2013WRF01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
amounts claimed by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in my Department 
in respect of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, for each year in the period 2005 
to March 2011 are set out below.

Given the nature of my Department’s responsibilities Ministers, Ministers of State and Sec-
retaries General are obliged to undertake a significant amount of official travel.

   My Department is fully compliant with the Department of Finance guidelines on official 
travel and also operates its own detailed internal travel guidelines. The central aim of the De-
partmental travel policy is to minimise official travel costs and to achieve value for money for 
expenditure necessarily incurred, consistent with the effective discharge of official duties.

Minister
- 2005 2006 2007 2008
Minister Der-
mot Ahern 
2005-2008

12,085 5,445 5,144 1,969

- 2008 2009 2010 2011
Minister Mi-
cheál Martin 
2008-2011

3,737 2,601 Nil 2,367*

- 2005 2006 2007
Minister 
Noel Treacy 
2005-2007

22,307 49,393 37,884

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
MoS Dick 
Roche 2007-
2011

14,544 34,524 23,549 21,552 3,684

- 2005 2006 2007
MoS Conor 
Lenihan 
2005-2007

18,075 22,034 9,080

- 2007 2008
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Minister
MoS Micheal 
Kitt 2007-
2008

14,533 18,577

- 2008 2009 2010 2011
MoS Peter 
Power 2008-
11

19,266 31,670 12,483 2,402**

- 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Secretary 
General                         
Dermot Gal-
lagher 2005-
2009

6,384 10,981 9,027 6,192 847

- 2009 2010 2011
Secretary 
General                           
David 
Cooney 2009 
to date

2,763 3,512 623

*Minister Martin expenses paid in 2011 for Travel expenses incurred in 2010, €2,367.

**  MoS Power received €2,402 in July 2011 subsequent to leaving office in respect of clos-
ing mileage adjustment for the period up to March 2011.

21/05/2013WRF01950Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRF02000136. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister 
of State in his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and 
subsistence, in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23833/13]

21/05/2013WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
outlined as follows, in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Min-
ister of State in my Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel 
and subsistence, in each of the years for the period 2005 to March 2011.  The data does not 
include any severance or related costs that may have been incurred.

Ministerial Appointees 2005-2011

MINISTER YEAR NO OF AP-
POINTEES

SALARY COST Travel & Sub-
sistence

Minister Dermot 
Ahern, T.D.

2005 4 291,088.29 7,709

- 2006 4 296,404.01 6,919
- 2007 4 326,044.32 6,009
- 2008 4 125,078.83 2,742
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MINISTER YEAR NO OF AP-
POINTEES

SALARY COST Travel & Sub-
sistence

Minister Mi-
cheál Martin, 
T.D.

2008 4 171,129.67 694

- 2009 4 304,340.27 922
- 2010 4 246,390.45 4,175
- 2011 4 33,125.70 NIL
Minister Noel 
Treacy, T.D.

2005 4 181,272.10 31,349

- 2006 4 194,905.53 27,479
- 2007 4 96,211.61 17,729
Minister Dick 
Roche, T.D.

2007 5 136,432.69 7,081

- 2008 5 136,432.69 35,612
- 2009 5 273,637.79 34,551
- 2010 5 288,154.04 36,567
- 2011 5 259,805.46 11,291
Minister Conor 
Lenihan, T.D.

2005 4 152,188.36 21,294

- 2006 4 158,162.94 22,199
- 2007 5 88,321.17 10,794
Minister Mi-
chael Kitt, T.D.

2007 4 88,649.86 8,256

- 2008 4 69,927.81 10,117
Minister Peter 
Power, T.D.

2008 6 151,888.99 13,791

- 2009 6 303,954.52 20,206
- 2010 6 286,066.59 18,728
- 2011 6 75,263.86 2,576

21/05/2013WRF02150Official Engagements

21/05/2013WRF02200137. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will be represented at the conference on 1-2 July reviewing the ICPD programme of action 
for our region of Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23854/13]

21/05/2013WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The UN Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) will hold a Regional Conference in 
Geneva on 1-2 July 2013 on the theme of Enabling choices: Population Priorities for the 21st 
Century.  It will bring together 200-250 representatives of governments, including high-level 
officials, with representatives of national parliaments, academia and Non-Governmental Or-
ganisations.  The Conference will review progress in Europe on achieving the goals and objec-
tives of the Programme of Action adopted by the International Conference on Population and 
Development in Cairo in 1994. Ireland attaches great importance to the implementation of the 
goals and objectives of the Programme of Action.  We   will be represented at the Conference 
by our Permanent Mission to the United Nations in Geneva. 
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21/05/2013WRF02350International Relations

21/05/2013WRF02400138. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland was ever offered to become either a member or observer of the Arctic Council since 
its inception; if he will consider it to be valuable to Ireland if we were to become a member or 
observer in view of the small but influential number of nations that are involved in the council; 
if Ireland is considering taking steps to work with the Arctic Council in the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23895/13]

21/05/2013WRF02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Arctic is an area of growing international importance and the Arctic Council is the primary fo-
rum for international cooperation in the region. The Council is made up of eight Member States: 
Canada, Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, Rus-
sia, Sweden and the United States as well as six Permanent Observer States: France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, United Kingdom.

Observer Status in the Arctic Council is open to non-arctic States, global and regional inter-
governmental and inter-parliamentary organisations and non-governmental organisations.

 The Arctic Council does not offer states or organisations Observer Status. Rather, those 
wishing to secure Observer Status must formally apply to the Council for consideration.    To 
date, Ireland has not applied for Observer Status. When assessing a State’s suitability for Ob-
server Status, issues such as its expertise in areas relevant to the region and its ability to support 
the work of the Council are key determinants. In this context, the extent to which a State has 
participated in research programmes in the region is especially important. 

The EU has applied for Observer Status of the Arctic Council. The application was consid-
ered at a Ministerial meeting in Kiruna, Sweden last week. A decision on the EU’s application 
has been deferred pending further discussions on bilateral issues between the EU and Canada. 
We are hopeful that the EU’s application will be successful and we look forward to contribut-
ing, through the EU, to greater cooperation in the management of the Arctic region.

21/05/2013WRF02550Passport Applications

21/05/2013WRF02600139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will assist a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9 regarding the renewal of a passport, 
which is required urgently. [23978/13]

21/05/2013WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A 
passport for the person in question was issued by the Department on 16 May, 2013. 

21/05/2013WRF02750Diplomatic Representation

21/05/2013WRF02800140. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if any consideration will be given to opening an Irish Embassy in Palestine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24002/13]

21/05/2013WRF02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land already has a diplomatic mission which represents it in Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
This is the Representative Office in Ramallah, which is responsible for the Government’s rela-
tions with the Palestinian National Authority and the Palestinian people more generally.
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Re-designation of the Office in due course as an Irish Embassy will be a very welcome 
symbolic step which will accompany the establishment and recognition of a functioning and 
sovereign Palestinian State.

21/05/2013WRF02950United Nations Security Council

21/05/2013WRF03000141. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will detail Ireland’s position on the future reform of the United Nations Security Council; 
if Ireland would vote in favour of expanding the number of permanent members of the UNSC; 
his views on whether the European Union delegation to the United Nations should one day hold 
its own permanent seat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24238/13]

21/05/2013WRF03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s view is that a more representative, efficient and transparent Security Council is required 
as part of equipping the United Nations to meet the increasingly complex and diverse chal-
lenges of today’s world.    

We believe that any expansion of the Council’s membership should accommodate Member 
States which play a particularly significant role in the UN system, for instance financially, in 
relation to peacekeeping or through their capacity for regional leadership.

Any expansion should also provide for improved African representation.  While we would 
ideally wish to see the complete removal of the veto powers currently enjoyed by the Council’s 
permanent members, there should at the very least be no conferral of such powers on any new 
members.   Ireland, which has been elected to a non-permanent seat on the Council at approxi-
mately twenty-year intervals, also considers it important that any new arrangements would not 
reduce the frequency of membership available to smaller Member States at present.  

Reform of the Security Council should, in addition, encompass greater moves to improve 
its working methods and increase transparency.  In this respect, Ireland is a member of a new 
grouping, ACT (Accountability, Coherence and Transparency), which was launched in New 
York on 2 May 2013 and which is seeking to make the working methods of the Security Council 
more transparent, efficient and inclusive. 

The European Union is not a Member State under the terms of the UN Charter;  it merely 
has observer status at the UN.   It is hypothetical and premature, accordingly, to form a view 
as to whether the EU delegation should one day be granted a permanent seat on the Security 
Council.

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 73.

Property Taxation Collection

21/05/2013WRF03300143. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance the number of households broken 
down by local authority area that have currently registered for the local property tax; the total 
number of households broken down by local authority area targeted by the Local Government 
Management Authority for registration for the local property tax; if he will provide a break-
down of figures of those households that have registered for the property tax between those that 
are the registrations of single home owners and those that form part of multiple registrations by 
the same owner. [24215/13]

21/05/2013WRF03400154. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide figures by local 
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authority area for the registration of property tax; the number of registrations that have been 
multiple registrations by one home owner; the number of properties in total that have been reg-
istered that are owned by owners of multiple properties as opposed to single home owners; the 
number of registrations that have been by post as opposed to electronic; the number of property 
tax payments that are below the estimate quoted by the Revenue Commissioners to the house-
holder. [23758/13]

21/05/2013WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 143 
and 154 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) Returns, per-
sonalised letters and an LPT Guide have issued to owners of 1.66 million residential properties 
either by post or by way of their ROS (Revenue Online Service) inbox.  The Commissioners 
have confirmed that in excess of 948,522 LPT Returns have been filed up to Monday 20 May 
2013.  Of the returns received, 657,157 were filed electronically and 291,365 were paper re-
turns.

As the Deputy will appreciate, with returns being filed on a constant basis, the Commis-
sioners’ focus is on processing the returns, dealing with correspondence, telephone calls and 
payment processing.  It would not be practical or particularly useful for the Revenue Commis-
sioners to carry out detailed analysis on the filing of returns by single and multiple property 
owners or on the number of returns received where the owner’s self-assessment of their LPT 
liability was less than the Estimate quoted by Revenue, until after the online filing deadline of 
28 May 2013 has passed.  Similarly, it is not possible to provide a breakdown of the number of 
LPT returns filed on a regional or administrative basis until after 28 May. 

With regard to the Deputy’s request for the total number of households broken down by lo-
cal authority area targeted by the Local Government Management Authority for registration for 
the LPT, I would like to clarify that the administration of the tax is the sole responsibility of the 
Revenue Commissioners.

21/05/2013WRF03550Tax Reliefs Availability

21/05/2013WRF03600144. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce 
a new scrappage scheme to assist motorists seeking to change their cars and to assist the motor 
industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24218/13]

21/05/2013WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no plans to re-introduce a scrap-
page scheme for the motor industry.

21/05/2013WRF03750Financial Services Ombudsman Issues

21/05/2013WRF03800145. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the length of time it takes the Of-
fice of the Financial Ombudsman to take a complaint from initial submission, to investigation 
and finally to resolution. [23671/13]

21/05/2013WRF03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must point out that the Fi-
nancial Services Ombudsman is independent in the performance of his statutory functions.  
It would not be appropriate for me to comment on how he performs his duties.   I have been 
advised by the Financial Services Ombudsman that in respect of the work undertaken by the 
Financial Services Ombudsman during the 1st quarter of 2013 (1 Jan 2013 to 31 March 2013)  
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the average period from the initial submission to commencement of formal investigation was 
in the order of 3 - 4 months.

On the issue more generally the average period from the commencement of formal inves-
tigation to conclusion of formal findings was in the range of 3 - 9 months, depending upon the 
complexities of the issues. Every complaint to the Financial Services Ombudsman is dealt with 
on its own merits and consequently the timeframe can vary considerably in accordance with 
the nature of the particular issues. In the course of investigation, the parties to a complaint are 
asked to present all appropriate evidence and are given every opportunity to make all submis-
sions required in relation to the pertinent issues.

21/05/2013WRF03950Financial Services Ombudsman Reports

21/05/2013WRF04000146. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the levels of payment the Office of 
the Financial Ombudsman has achieved in the past two years for complainants; if he has plans 
to require the Financial Ombudsman to publish in their annual report the perpetrators of finan-
cial injustice against customers. [23672/13]

21/05/2013WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must point out that the Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman is independent in the carrying out of his duties.  I have no role in the 
day to day workings of the office.   However, the Financial Services Ombudsman has informed 
me that the information requested by the Deputy is as follows:

Year   Complaints Received  Compensation Awarded   
2012                             8,135   

      
€1,734,218                  

2011              7,287   
      

€2,244,030      

The amendment to the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Bill 2011, which I 
proposed at Committee Stage, and was agreed on 24 April 2013, will provide the Financial 
Services Ombudsman with the power to name, in certain circumstances and subject to certain 
conditions, financial service providers where the Financial Services Ombudsman has upheld or 
substantially upheld complaints.

21/05/2013WRG00100Tax Code

21/05/2013WRG00200147. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline all goods that 
have VAT exemptions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23673/13]

21/05/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the goods and services that are exempt from VAT are set out in Schedule 1 to the 
Value-Added Tax Consolidation Act 2010, as a series of paragraphs that describe these cat-
egories of goods and services.   The vast majority of the paragraphs relate to services.  There 
are just five references to goods that are exempt in Schedule 1.  These include the supply of 
dentures or other dental prostheses; the supply or importation of human organs, human blood 
and human milk; the supply of water by a local authority, the importation of goods by certain 
international bodies, and the supply of goods that were used for business purposes by a person 
who did not have VAT deductibility.  A business engaged in the supply of VAT exempt goods 
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does not charge VAT on those supplies and is not entitled to deductibility for VAT incurred on 
goods or services used in the supply of those goods.

It is important to distinguish between supplies of goods that are exempt from VAT and those 
that are zero rated.  A business engaged in the supply of zero rated goods does not charge VAT 
on those sales but is entitled to deductibility for VAT incurred on goods or services used in con-
nection with those sales.  A wide range of goods is liable to VAT at the zero rate.  These include 
most food and drink of a kind for human consumption, oral medicines, children’s clothing, 
certain books and certain medical equipment and appliances.

I would point out that the exemptions and zero rating in Irish VAT legislation must comply 
with the exemptions and conditions on VAT rating laid down in the EU VAT Directive.  Ireland 
is unable to introduce or apply exemptions or to vary VAT rates in a manner that is not in ac-
cordance with this Directive.

21/05/2013WRG00400Charities Regulation

21/05/2013WRG00500148. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Finance if it is permitted for a regis-
tered charity to make a political donation and still be able to receive tax relief on their income; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23676/13]

21/05/2013WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The charitable tax exemption scheme is 
administered by the Revenue Commissioners. In order to avail of the exemption, a body or trust 
must be established for charitable purposes only and must apply all of its income to charitable 
purposes. The Deputy is most likely aware that while bodies that hold a charitable tax exemp-
tion are not permitted to make donations that directly support political parties or candidates, 
they are however, permitted to apply their funds to activities that advance or promote their 
charitable purposes. Depending on the circumstances, these can include certain political lobby-
ing and advocacy activities in support of their charitable purpose. 

Procedures are in place to ensure that bodies that are granted charitable tax exemption are 
subject to periodic reviews to ensure that the terms of the exemption continue to be fulfilled. All 
relevant matters, including matters which have been brought to the Revenue Commissioners 
attention, are taken into account in the context of such reviews.  

In regard to the specific issues raised by the Deputy, the Revenue Commissioners have indi-
cated that in order to determine if any such item of expenditure satisfies the terms of a charitable 
tax exemption it is necessary to examine that expenditure, the context in which it was incurred 
and the charitable objects of the body incurring the expenditure in detail.

If the Deputy wishes to provide specific details then the Revenue Commissioners will inves-
tigate the issue to ensure the terms of the exemption in question are being adhered to. 

21/05/2013WRG00700Tax Avoidance Issues

21/05/2013WRG00800149. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding 
fraudulent claims (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23694/13]

21/05/2013WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, for rea-
sons of taxpayer confidentiality, the Revenue Commissioners cannot comment on individual 
cases, either directly or indeed by inference.
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By way of a general observation, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they 
have an active prosecution programme in place across a range of offences, including summary 
prosecutions and prosecution on indictment.   In 2012, for example, over 1,000 convictions 
were secured in relation to non-filing of a range of revenue returns; over 500 summary criminal 
convictions for a range of tax and duty offences and 50 convictions for serious tax and duty of-
fences which were prosecuted on indictment.  At the end of 2012, a total of 197 cases were at 
various stages of the investigation and prosecution process.

However, while prosecution is an important element of Revenue’s compliance framework 
it is, and will always be, a minor one in number terms.  Revenue carries out a wide range of 
compliance and enforcement interventions with the strategic objective of increasing timely 
compliance, and targeting those who do not comply.  Much of this compliance takes place in 
the context of the published Code of Practice for Revenue Audit, which provides, inter alia, 
that where a taxpayer makes certain types of voluntary disclosure, a range of reduced penalties 
can apply and that Revenue will not initiate an investigation with a view to prosecution of the 
taxpayer.  Such voluntary disclosure arrangements are a feature of self-assessment tax systems. 
They also serve the purpose of enabling Revenue to optimise the efficient use of resources.

I am satisfied that the existing legislation provides a firm basis for prosecution of appropri-
ate cases where tax and/or duty offences have taken place.  I am also satisfied that Revenue’s 
approach to compliance interventions, which includes provision for voluntary disclosure, is a 
sensible and balanced one.

Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 74.

21/05/2013WRG01100Property Taxation Administration

21/05/2013WRG01200151. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will investigate and ad-
dress the issue of persons who never received a property tax ID or pin number and registered 
using their PPSN number and will not be able to access their online account after they make 
their return; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23717/13]

21/05/2013WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that taxpayers who access the on-line system Local Property Tax (LPT) system 
by selecting the “I have not received a Property PIN” tab to file their LPT Return, will, at the 
end of the filing process, see an acknowledgement number.  This is a normal feature of on-line 
transaction systems.  In circumstances where they do not immediately have access to a printer, 
it is a simple matter to paste the number into another application on the tablet or mobile device 
or to just note down the number in writing. 

They will in many instances also have evidence of their LPT payments from their own 
financial records.  For example, for those who pay by single debit authority, direct debit or 
by debit/credit card, a record of the transaction will be available through their own financial 
institution records.  I am also advised that, where customers opt to pay LPT using one of the 
Revenue appointed third party payment service providers, receipts will issue for each payment 
made. The appointed payment service providers are An Post Taxpay, Payzone and Omnivend. 
Revenue also confirms that in circumstances where a payment fails for whatever reason, they 
will make direct contact with the customer. 

The Revenue Commissioners have expressed concern that any property owner would con-
sider filing a second (duplicate) Return on-line for the same property and strongly advise against 
this in the taxpayers own interest, because it is likely to lead to two payments being deducted.  
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Finally, the Commissioners advise me that they will consider in due course what further 
facilities they may be able to make available in future releases of the LPT system.

21/05/2013WRG01400Tax Code

21/05/2013WRG01500152. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance his views on charging 
VAT on PIP arrangements, in view of the fact that the service is deemed non-viable in the UK; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23755/13]

21/05/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that a Personal Insolvency Practitioner (PIP) will be involved in the Debt Set-
tlement Arrangements and Personal Insolvency Arrangements as provided for in the Personal 
Insolvency Act 2012. Any fees charged by a PIP in connection with these services are liable to 
VAT at the standard rate, currently 23%. A PIP in this regard is acting in a capacity similar to 
liquidators, receivers or examiners, whose services are also subject to VAT at the standard rate. 

With regard to the VAT treatment of such services in the UK, the activities of Insolvency 
Practitioners operating under the UK Individual Voluntary Arrangement procedure were held 
by a UK First Tier VAT Tribunal to be exempt from VAT.  However, there are distinct differ-
ences between the activities undertaken by UK Insolvency practitioners and Irish PIPs.  Ex-
emptions from VAT are to be construed strictly in accordance with the EU VAT Directive, Irish 
VAT law, and relevant decisions of the European Court of Justice.  In this context, the activities 
of PIP practitioners do not fall within the exempted activities outlined under paragraph 6 of 
Schedule 1 to the Value-Added Tax Consolidation Act 2010 and as such are liable to VAT at the 
standard VAT rate.

21/05/2013WRG01700Mortgage Interest Relief Application

21/05/2013WRG01800153. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the extent 
to which mortgage interest relief has been applied in respect of mortgages taken out in the cal-
endar year 2009; if the purchasers of mortgages in that year were not able to avail of the same 
kinds of tax relief as purchasers in previous and subsequent years in which he had in place a 
mortgage interest relief scheme; if so, if he has considered any retrospective measures to target 
those persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23757/13]

21/05/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
tax relief that is available to borrowers who took out qualifying loans in 2009.

Tax relief is available up to and including the tax year 2017 on the interest paid on qualify-
ing home loans taken out in the period 2004 to 2012.  

There are ceilings on the amount of interest that can qualify for relief, which vary depending 
on whether the claimant is a married/civil partnership/widowed person or a single person. In 
addition, the interest ceiling can vary depending on if the individuals are in the first seven tax 
years of their qualifying loan.   In such circumstances, individuals are entitled to higher interest 
ceilings, which are known as the ‘first time buyer’ ceilings. For such individuals, the ceilings 
are €10,000 per annum for a single individual and €20,000 per annum for married couples and 
civil partnerships. For individuals that are in their eighth or subsequent years of their qualify-
ing loan, lower interest ceiling apply, known as the ‘non-first-time buyer’ ceilings.  For such 
individuals, the ceilings are €3,000 per annum for a single individual and €6,000 per annum 
for married couples and civil partnerships. The same ceilings apply for mortgages taken out in 
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2009 as apply in other years.

Furthermore the rules relating to the rates at which relief is given vary depending on wheth-
er the claimant is a “First Time Buyer” or a “non First Time Buyer”.  These rules apply to mort-
gages taken out in 2009 in the same way as they apply to loans taken out in other years, with 
one exception.  The exception is that a special 30% rate of relief is available for the tax years 
2012 to 2017 inclusive, in respect of qualifying interest paid on qualifying home loans taken 
out on or after 1 January 2004 and on or before 31 December 2008 to purchase an individual’s:

- first qualifying residence, or 

- second or subsequent qualifying residence but only where the first qualifying residence 
was purchased on or after 1 January 2004. 

For clarification purposes I have set out the tables below which illustrates the interest ceil-
ings and reliefs that apply to single an individual or a married couple/civil partnership that took 
out a qualifying loan in 2009 as a first time buyer and as   a non-first-time buyer. 

Single and Married couple/Civil partnership that took out a qualifying loan in 2009 as a 
First-Time Buyer

Year Interest Ceilings Rate of Relief 
2009 €10,000/€20,000 for single  

and married/civil partnership  
25%

2010 €10,000/€20,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

25%

2011 €10,000/€20,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

22.5%

2012 €10,000/€20,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

22.5%

2013 €10,000/€20,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

22.5%

2014 €10,000/€20,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

20%

2015 €10,000/€20,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

20% 

2016 €3,000/€6,000 for single and 
married /civil partnership 

15%

2017 €3,000/€6,000 for single and 
married /civil partnership 

15%

 

 Year Interest Ceilings Rate of Relief
 2009  €3,000/€6,000 for single  

and married/civil partnership  
 15%

 2010  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%

 2011  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%

 2012  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%
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 Year Interest Ceilings Rate of Relief
 2013  €3,000/€6,000 for single  

and married/civil partnership  
 15%

 2014  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%

 2015  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%

 2016  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%

 2017  €3,000/€6,000 for single  
and married/civil partnership  

 15%

 As the Deputy is aware, the Programme for Government contained a very specific commit-
ment to examine a proposal to increase mortgage interest relief to 30% for first time buyers who 
bought between 2004 and 2008. In Budget 2012, this commitment was fulfilled. It is not my 
intention to widen the parameters of the commitment contained in the Programme for Govern-
ment.

  Question No. 154 answered with Question No. 143.

21/05/2013WRG02100Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRG02200155. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in tabular form, 
the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed individually by each 
Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his Department, for each year in the 
period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23816/13]

21/05/2013WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the 
following table outlines details in respect of the amount paid in travel and subsistence payments 
by my Department to the Junior Ministers in the Department for the period 1 January 2005 to 
March 2011.

Travel and Subsistence payments made to Ministers and Ministers of State 

Period Name Domestic T&S Foreign T&S Total  Amount
Jan 2005 - May 
2008

Mr Brian Cow-
en 

Nil €6,525 €6,525

May 2008 -  
Mar 2011

Mr Brian Leni-
han

Nil €5,478 €5,478

Jan 2005 - Jun 
2007

Mr Tom Parlon Nil €823 €823

Jun 2007 - May 
2008

Mr Noel Ahern Nil €582 €582

May 2008 - Mar  
2011

Mr Martin Man-
sergh

€25 €3,019 €3,044

 

In relation to the three Secretaries General covered by the period in question a total of €6,838 
was paid in relation to travel and subsistence payments. Some €742 related to domestic travel & 
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subsistence payments and €6,096 related to foreign travel and subsistence payments. 

21/05/2013WRG02400Ministerial Appointments

21/05/2013WRG02500156. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in tabular form, 
the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in his Department or con-
stituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in each year for the 
period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23832/13]

21/05/2013WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the time allowed, it was not possible 
to reply to the Deputy’s question. The information will be provided directly to the Deputy in 
due course. 

21/05/2013WRG02700Corporation Tax

21/05/2013WRG02800157. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he can foresee any changes 
to Ireland’s corporation tax rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15991/13]

21/05/2013WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Taoiseach, myself and other mem-
bers of the Government have repeatedly expressed the Government’s commitment to the reten-
tion of the 12.5% rate and I do not foresee any changes in this regard. 

21/05/2013WRG03000Corporation Tax

21/05/2013WRG03100158. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if the decision by the British 
Government to reduce its corporation tax rate to 20% will have ramifications for Ireland’s abili-
ty to attract foreign direct investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15987/13]

21/05/2013WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department is aware of the need to 
maintain a competitive corporate tax regime and to that end, closely monitors developments in 
other countries.  However, it is not appropriate to single out any particular country or corporate 
tax system and comment on them in this way.

The changes that I announced in Budget 2013 and introduced in Finance Act 2013 highlight 
the on-going work by my Department to make sure that the Irish corporate tax offering stays 
competitive as we work to attract investment and jobs to Ireland.  This year, this included fur-
ther enhancements to the R&D regime, the introduction of a tax regime for Real Estate Invest-
ment Trusts and the package of measures to assist the SME sector (among others).  

21/05/2013WRG03300Corporation Tax

21/05/2013WRG03400159. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned that Cyprus 
was required to increase its corporation tax rate to 12.5%; if this decision will have implications 
for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15986/13]

21/05/2013WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of Cyprus raising its corporate 
tax rate from 10% to 12.5% is a matter for the Cypriot Government. The new rate was agreed 
as part of the funding programme which was negotiated with the troika.
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There are no negative implications for Ireland as a result of this decision and it will have no 
impact on our 12.5% corporate tax rate. On the contrary, this increase in the Cypriot corporate 
tax rate could be regarded as vindicating the existing Irish rate as it would now appear that the 
Troika regards this as a minimum corporate tax rate for its purposes. I would like to point out 
that there is still an EU Member State with a corporate tax rate of 10%.

This Government, with the support of the vast majority of members of the Oireachtas, main-
tains the long-standing policy in this country of keeping corporate tax rates low in order to 
stimulate employment and remains fully committed to the 12.5% rate which it regards as an 
essential element of this country’s economic strategy.

Irish Fiscal Advisory Council Meetings

21/05/2013WRG03700160. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance when the Fiscal Council last 
met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [18355/13]

21/05/2013WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Fiscal Advisory Council was 
established on a statutory basis on the 31 December 2012 under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 
2012.

The Deputy should be aware that the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council is an independent body. 
The Fiscal Responsibility Act states that the Fiscal Council may regulate its own procedures 
(including quorum) and therefore this question is a matter for the Council directly.

However, on your behalf I have contacted the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council and have been 
informed that the last Council meeting was held on the 25th April 2013. The Council will meet 
again on Friday, 24th May. 

A list of all the Council meetings can be found on the Fiscal Council’s website. 

Small and Medium Enterprises Sector

21/05/2013WRG04000161. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail proposals from 
his Department as to the way in which the banking sector can address the overhang of property 
debt that is impacting on viable small medium enterprises. [18612/13]

21/05/2013WRG04100162. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impact that 
the legacy of impaired property loans is having on the small and medium enterprise sector. 
[18613/13]

21/05/2013WRG04200177. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the action he will take to help 
those small and medium enterprises whose viability is threatened by property related debts; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [18970/13]

21/05/2013WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 161, 
162 and 177 together.

Some indicative information on the extent of property investment in the SME sector can be 
garnered from the Red C survey of credit demand covering the period April to September 2012 
conducted on behalf of my Department, which found that 

“A relatively small number of SMEs (16%) claim to have purchased property using bank 
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debt since 2005. This is similar to the number seen in the previous wave.

At the same time even fewer SME Directors (8%) have purchased property financed by 
bank debt, secured on the business, since 2005.”

However, it is the case that, in his past reports on the adherence by Bank of Ireland and 
AIB to the lending targets, the Credit Reviewer has highlighted the property debt overhang as 
a potentially constraining issue for SMEs. Some of these debt issues may be addressed in the 
context of the Personal Insolvency arrangements which are coming into force shortly for those 
debts held by insolvent business holders in a personal capacity. Where the debt overhang is a 
core debt in the business itself, the debt may be reviewed in the context of restructuring strate-
gies for SME debts which are being implemented by the financial institutions with the oversight 
of the Central Bank.

During the first quarter of 2013, the Central Bank of Ireland formally advised the covered 
banks of the specific Key Performance Indicators and metrics for the SME Distressed portfolios 
that they are required to submit on a quarterly basis.  By the end of June 2013, the Central Bank 
will set quarterly institution-specific performance targets for covered banks to move distressed 
borrowers onto longer-term solutions.  The targets set will reflect the banks’ capacity, processes 
and systems.   

All of the actions taken by my Department to ensure credit availability for SMEs such as the 
lending targets, the establishment of the Credit Review Office and the work of the State Bodies 
Group apply to all SMEs, including those who may have property related debt.  The Temporary 
Partial Credit Guarantee scheme which addresses the situation where the SME is outside the 
risk appetite of the banks may also be relevant to property related debt.

Credit Availability

21/05/2013WRG04500163. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the occasions 
when he has raised directly with the banks their failure to deal with lending to the small and 
medium enterprise sector; and if he has provided advice to the economic management group to 
direct the banks to increase lending to SMEs. [18611/13]

21/05/2013WRG04600302. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
continues to receive ongoing reports from the lending sector with regard to the responsibility 
of the lending institutions to meet the credit requirements of businesses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [24397/13]

21/05/2013WRG04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163 
and 302 together.

The pillar banks are required to submit their lending plans to the Department and the Credit 
Review Office (CRO) at the beginning of each year, outlining how they intend to achieve their 
lending targets. The banks have submitted their lending plans for 2013 to my Department. My 
Department, in conjunction with the CRO, has analysed the plans and has met with the banks to 
discuss them. The banks also meet with the Department of Finance and the CRO on a quarterly 
basis to discuss progress. The monthly management meetings with the pillar banks also provide 
a forum for the issue of SME lending to be raised by the Department. 

The Economic Management Council meets the banks on a regular basis and discusses the 
key issues pertaining to SME credit.  I should stress that the interaction which EMC and the 
Government have with the banks is governed by the Relationship Frameworks, precluding the 
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State from intervening in the day-to-day operations of the banks or their management decisions 
including with respect to pricing and lending decisions. These frameworks are published on 
my Department’s website at http://banking.finance.gov.ie/presentations-and-latest-documents/.

I have met the boards of each of the pillar banks twice since the start of this year. At these 
meetings, I have emphasised the importance of access to credit for SMEs and the need for an 
adequate flow of finance to be available to viable small businesses in Ireland.

Small and Medium Enterprise Sector

21/05/2013WRG04900164. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the initiatives that his Depart-
ment has put in place in order to assist businesses who are among those with €25 billion worth 
of impaired loans. [19132/13]

21/05/2013WRG05000182. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the steps taken to ensure that 
all enterprises have access to affordable credit. [18626/13]

21/05/2013WRG05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 164 
and 182 together. 

I am informed by the Central Bank that the main SME lenders in the Irish economy have 
SME exposures of greater than €50bn in aggregate, c.50% of which are classified as in “dis-
tress”.    For the avoidance of doubt, the Central Bank has indicated to me that these c. €25 
billion of loans are ‘distressed’ loans which relates to loans that are graded as ‘Watch’/ ‘Vulner-
able’ or Impaired based on the banks’ internal credit grading system - i.e. not all are impaired. 

During the first half of 2012, the Central Bank of Ireland commissioned a review by exter-
nal consultants of the distressed SME operations in BOI and AIB.  This review examined areas 
such as organisational structure, staffing (skills & resources), work-out strategy and execution 
ability.  

Following the outcome of this review the Central Bank commenced a project in the second 
half of 2012 to drive the effective and timely resolution of the SME distressed loan portfolios 
through improved bank management of distressed loans and appropriate workout strategies.    
The priority is to ensure that the banks implement longer term resolution strategies on a case-
by-case basis.  This also incorporates property debt overhang. 

A key focus of the project is to ensure that banks adopt a proactive approach to the manage-
ment of distressed SME loans via appropriate restructuring on a case by case basis and identify-
ing property debt resolution strategies, where required. 

During the first quarter of 2013, the Central Bank of Ireland formally advised the covered 
banks of the specific Key Performance Indicators and metrics for the SME Distressed portfolios 
that they are required to submit on a quarterly basis.  By the end of June 2013, the Central Bank 
will set quarterly institution-specific performance targets for covered banks to move distressed 
borrowers onto longer-term solutions.  The targets set will reflect the banks’ capacity, processes 
and systems.   

The Government recognises that SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a vi-
tal role in the recovery of employment growth in our country. It also recognises that businesses 
with legacy debts may be viable. One of the key priorities of the Programme for Government is 
to ensure that an adequate pool of credit is available to fund SMEs in the real economy during 
the restructuring and downsizing programme.
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The Government has taken a number of actions, particularly where SMEs have been refused 
credit, to improve the situation in relation to credit availability to SMEs. 

At national level, the Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee scheme addresses the situation 
where the SME is outside the risk appetite of the banks. This can arise because the SME’s lack 
of collateral or the banks’ lack of understanding of the business model, the market, the sector 
or the technology. The three main SME lenders are all participating in the Guarantee scheme. 
In addition, the Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme will provide loans of up to €25k to start-
up, newly established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, who have 
commercially viable proposals that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks. 

The Government has also been active at national and European level to promote and devel-
op non-bank avenues of credit for the SME sector. Enterprise Ireland has a range of initiatives 
and programmes available for businesses at various stages of the growth cycle. The NPRF has 
put a number of funds in place to help meet SME financing needs in Ireland: 

Details of the schemes can be found on the websites of the relevant bodies, as well as on 
the Department of Finance website at http://banking.finance.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/State-
Financial-Support-for-SMEs.pdf, a document which consolidates the State supports available 
for SMEs.

In addition, my Department has produced the first in a series of information newsletters 
dealing with credit and funding issues for the Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) sector.  The 
newsletter provides information on the various State and private initiatives aimed at increasing 
the SME sector’s awareness of and access to credit and funding, as well as focusing on positive 
stories from the sector.

The Government has also led, at European level, efforts to promote and develop non-bank 
avenues of credit for the SME sector.  In December 2012 the Department of Finance hosted 
a High-Level Workshop on Non Bank Funding of Growth and Jobs in Europe, and the report 
of this event is now available on the Department’s website. Ireland’s commitment, during its 
EU Presidency, is to facilitate and encourage the development of an appropriate set of policy 
options that will support long term financing of growth and employment in Europe, with the 
provision of capital to SMEs a key aspect of this.  In this context the Irish Presidency is fully 
supportive of the Commission’s work in this area as highlighted by the publication in March 
of a Green Paper on Long-Term Financing of the European Economy.  The Irish Presidency 
ensured that the issue of long-term financing, including non-bank funding, was discussed at the 
Informal ECOFIN in Europe.  It was agreed at the ECOFIN that the Economic and Financial 
Committee of the European Council would be asked to progress this issue. 

21/05/2013WRG05200Job Initiatives

21/05/2013WRG05300165. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the expected impact on job 
creation in the short to medium term of the proposed €6 billion stimulus package. [19133/13]

21/05/2013WRG05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to the proposal to establish the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF) which will absorb the 
National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF). Officials of my Department are currently preparing 
the legislation to create the ISIF with an Ireland-focused commercial investment mandate, de-
signed to encourage economic activities and employment through the redeployment of NPRF 
resources of approximately €6 billion. 

As the Deputy will appreciate it is not possible at this time to quantify the expected impact 



21 May 2013

183

on job creation in the short to medium term of the ISIF investment fund.

Enterprise Support Services Provision

21/05/2013WRG05600166. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine a business 
plan in respect of a training centre (details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will provide advice, 
assistance, grant aid, and so on, to ensure that this major project will accommodate up to 2,500 
students and create jobs at the earliest possible date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23848/13]

21/05/2013WRG05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Neither, I as Minister for Finance, nor 
my Department have any function in relation to the type of project referred to by the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRH00150Property Taxation Administration

21/05/2013WRH00200167. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will seek an explanation 
from the Revenue Commissioners in relation to issues that have arisen with the payment system 
for the local property tax in that householders who register and pay the charge do not receive 
confirmation of same regardless of the way in which this transaction is carried out, be that on-
line or by post; the way it is proposed to address this matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23864/13]

21/05/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that it is not correct to say that persons who make a Local Property Tax return do 
not receive confirmation of payments, regardless of the manner in which the transaction takes 
place.  By way of background, I am advised that since July 2011 paper receipts no longer issue 
in respect of tax payments generally.  This decision was taken on the basis that the vast majority 
of taxpayers conduct business with Revenue via its online service or via their employer, if they 
pay income tax under PAYE.  These services facilitate direct access to payment information and 
therefore customers have no need for a paper receipt.  The change has resulted in significant 
cost savings in terms of postage, stationery and staff resources.   This arrangement now applies 
to Local Property Tax (LPT) and customers who file online receive an online acknowledgement 
and have ongoing access to their return and payment details.  I am also advised that, where 
customers opt to pay LPT using one of the Revenue appointed third party payment service 
providers, receipts will issue for each payment made.  The appointed payment service provid-
ers are An Post Taxpay, Payzone and Omnivend.  Similarly, customers who file online over 
the telephone via the LPT helpline receive a paper acknowledgement of their payment from 
Revenue within two weeks.

Customers who file and pay using the paper LPT return do not receive a paper receipt.  They 
will of course have evidence of LPT payments through their own financial institution records.  
However, in circumstances where a payment fails for whatever reason, then Revenue will make 
direct contact with the customer.

21/05/2013WRH00350Property Taxation Exemptions

21/05/2013WRH00400168. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if he will indicate that in the 
context of where a person has a business, and is paying rates and also has living accommodation 
over the said business premises, if he will confirm that such persons are exempt from having to 
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pay the residential property tax charge, where in the context commercial rates are already being 
paid in terms of the building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23867/13]

21/05/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I outlined in my response to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 50 of 13 March 2013 (13195/13), in the case of a property that is used 
for both commercial and residential purposes, Local Property Tax is only due on the residential 
portion of the property where the residential portion is not subject to commercial rates.  Where 
the entire building including the residential portion is subject to commercial rates, Local Prop-
erty Tax would not be due on the residential portion of the property.

21/05/2013WRH00550Job Assist Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2013WRH00600169. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 76 of 2 May 2013, the reason supervisors on the TÚS scheme, who work a 35 hour 
week, are not eligible to participate in the job assist revenue scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23894/13]

21/05/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 472A(5)(a) of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997 states that the deductions due under the Revenue Job Assist scheme “shall 
not be due if the qualifying individual, or his or her employer, is benefiting, or has benefited, in 
respect of a qualifying employment in respect of which a claim under this section is made, under 
an employment scheme, whether statutory or otherwise.” An employment scheme is defined in 
the section as follows “”employment scheme” means a scheme or programme which provides 
for the payment in respect of an employment to an employer or an employee of a grant, subsidy 
or other such payment funded wholly or mainly, directly or indirectly, by the state or by any 
board established by statute or by any public or local authority.” 

On the basis of the above, I regret that supervisors on the TÚS scheme do not qualify for the 
Revenue Job Assist scheme.

21/05/2013WRH00750Official Engagements

21/05/2013WRH00800170. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm if he will be at-
tending the Bilderberg Group meeting in early June and if he will be making a presentation to 
the gathering; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24003/13]

21/05/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have a large number of diary en-
gagements over the coming weeks, I am not - as yet - in a position to confirm whether I will be 
attending this year’s Bilderberg Conference. 

21/05/2013WRH00950Banking Sector Issues

21/05/2013WRH01000171. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that banking institutions and the post office are unwilling to accept travellers cheques; 
his views that this is appropriate; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that this is 
having a detrimental impact on the tourism economy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24010/13]

21/05/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance, have no statu-
tory role in relation to the issues raised by the Deputy.    The Deputy will no doubt appreciate 
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that the provision of services by banks, including the cashing of travellers cheques is a com-
mercial decision for individual lending institutions. 

The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has advised me that An 
Post does not accept travellers cheques. It would be very difficult for An Post to commercially 
justify the provision of such a service due to prolonged clearance times for such cheques, risk 
of fraud, the growth and development of alternative payment channels and the absence of any 
perceived significant level of demand for such a service.

Travellers cheques are effectively bank drafts usually drawn on a non-domestic bank, and 
as such can only be validated as authentic through the international bank clearing system.  Non-
domestic travellers cheques could take several weeks/months to clear depending on the country 
of origin e.g. a standard cheque drawn on a UK bank can take up to 6 weeks to clear. 

As the appearance of travellers cheques differ from bank to bank and country to country, 
An Post could be exposed to accepting fraudulently manipulated or stolen travellers cheques.

An Post and the banks accept most major debit and credit cards used internationally and 
these services are available to tourists.

21/05/2013WRH01150Bank Guarantee Scheme Administation

21/05/2013WRH01200172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the current 
list of covered institutions as defined by section 6 (1) of the Credit Institutions (Financial Sup-
port) Act 2008 and by schedule 5 of SI No. 411 of 2008. [24014/13]

21/05/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is as follows:

1. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c.

2. AIB Mortgage Bank

3. AIB Bank (CI) Limited

4. AIB Group (UK) plc

5. Allied Irish Banks North America Inc.

6. The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland

7. Bank of Ireland Mortgage Bank

8. ICS Building Society

9. Bank of Ireland (I.O.M.) Limited

10. Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited (in special liquidation)

11. AIB International Savings Limited

12. EBS Limited

13. EBS Mortgage Finance

14. Permanent TSB plc
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15. Irish Permanent (IOM) Limited

16. Permanent Bank International Ltd

17. Loft Beck Limited (in liquidation) (formerly Postbank Ireland Limited).

21/05/2013WRH01350Property Taxation Administration

21/05/2013WRH01400173. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the actions a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry can take to rectify a problem with the local property tax. [24037/13]

21/05/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by Revenue that on in-
vestigating the circumstances of the case to which the Deputy referred in his representation, no 
definitive record matched the details provided and accordingly it was necessary to make direct 
contact with the person in question.  I understand the person had not filed an LPT return or paid 
any money up to that point.  The person had some concerns in regard to registration for LPT and 
these issues have now been resolved.

21/05/2013WRH01550Public Relations Contracts Expenditure

21/05/2013WRH01600174. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 145 of 7 May 2013, the number of press inquiries dealt with by the public relations 
company; the number of press releases issued; the number of media briefings organised and 
hourly rate and total hours paid for public relations services, for each year 2010, 2011 and 2012.  
[24051/13]

21/05/2013WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) that the level of detail requested by the Deputy in relation to the 
number of press queries dealt with and number of media briefings organised by the NTMA’s 
external communications service provider is not readily available. In addition to formal press 
briefings arranged around events such as end-year results and annual report launches, informal 
media briefings are also provided by the NTMA and NAMA from time to time.  Official press 
releases published by the NTMA, NAMA and related agencies are accessible on the relevant 
website.  In addition to such releases, the NTMA may issue statements to individual journalists 
or groups of journalists and responds in writing to media queries on an on-going basis.  The 
hourly rates charged by the service provider are commercially confidential.  I provided full 
details of the overall costs of the provision of this service, which was put in place following 
a public procurement process, in my reply to the Deputy of 7 May last.  The level of costs in-
curred reflects the very significant increase in domestic and international media interest in and 
queries to the NTMA following the establishment of NAMA in 2009 and the entry of Ireland 
into the EU Programme of Financial Assistance in 2010.  The arrangement whereby the NT-
MA’s internal communications resources are supported by an external service provider allowed 
it to increase the resources applied to the service in a flexible manner and without incurring a 
permanent increase in its cost base.

21/05/2013WRH01750Departmental Staff Numbers

21/05/2013WRH01800175. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the number of press officers 
employed by his Department; the grades of same; and the overall cost of the press relations for 
his Department. [24052/13]
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21/05/2013WRH01900176. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if consideration was given to 
shared press office services between his Department and agencies under its remit. [24053/13]

21/05/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 175 
and 176 together. 

My Department provides a shared press office service to the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  Both Departments have separate Press Officers.  In addition, there is one 
member of the Defence Forces currently seconded into the office. 

The current overall cost of salaries of the Press Officer in my Department and the 3 shared 
staff members in the press office is €212,277.

Question No. 177 answered with Question No. 161.

21/05/2013WRH02150Banking Sector Regulation

21/05/2013WRH02200178. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his role in 
tightening banking regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13593/13]

21/05/2013WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A well-regulated, effectively supervised, 
competitive and more stable financial services sector is crucial to our economic recovery. It is 
important too for the continued development of Ireland as a centre for international financial 
services and as a location of choice for international foreign financial services firms. A vibrant 
secure well regulated financial sector is a core part of a stable business environment.  A range 
of reforms have been introduced to underpin a more effective and efficient financial regulatory 
regime.  The Central Bank Reform Act 2010 gave effect to significant structural changes in the 
operation of financial regulation in Ireland. The Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) 
Bill 2011, which completed Committee stage in April this year, further strengthens the ability 
of the Central Bank to impose and supervise compliance with regulatory requirements and to 
undertake timely prudential interventions. These reforms followed on from the reports of Prof. 
Honohan and Messrs. Regling and Watson which identified a range of regulatory failures which 
were instrumental in the financial crises. 

At EU level, the Irish Presidency has prioritised a number of dossiers which balance re-
sponsible governance with the need to avoid unnecessary burdens, thereby ensuring that op-
portunities for economic growth and job creation are maximised. That work will ensure that 
our regulatory framework is benchmarked against other EU and international jurisdictions and 
enable us to work in building growth for the future that is underpinned by a sound regulatory 
environment.

Our reputation as a secure and stable hub of international business and finance must not 
be defined by the financial crisis but rather by our response to it and the steps we are taking to 
ensure that the mistakes of the past are not repeated.  International companies recognise that a 
sound and consistent regulatory environment is a core part of a stable business environment. 
My Department and I will continue to work towards a balanced regulatory regime that is con-
sistent with both long-term growth and job creation and a more focused and proactive financial 
services sector.

21/05/2013WRH02350Mortgage Arrears Proposals

21/05/2013WRH02400179. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his role in 
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the whole of Government approach in tackling the mortgage crisis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13591/13]

21/05/2013WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government is very aware of the 
significant difficulties some homeowners are facing in meeting their mortgage obligations and 
it is committed to advancing appropriate measures to assist those mortgage holders who are 
experiencing real and genuine difficulty.  A special Government Sub-Committee is already in 
place since March last year to address the mortgage arrears problem.  This Committee is chaired 
by An Taoiseach and includes all other relevant Ministers, and reflects the need for accelerated 
progress in this area.  At official level, my Department is taking a lead role and in that context, 
a high level Steering Group, chaired by the Department’s Secretary General, was established to 
drive the implementation of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Inter-Depart-
mental Working Group on Mortgage Arrears (the ‘Keane Report’).  

The Government has put in place a comprehensive strategy to address the problem of mort-
gage arrears, focusing on four main distinct areas:

- Innovative Personal Insolvency Reform: Personal insolvency reform was identified by 
the Keane Report as a catalyst for addressing the mortgage arrears problem and it indicated that 
without an effective insolvency system the mortgage arrears problem will not be resolved.   The 
introduction of the new Personal Insolvency Act provides new statutory insolvency frameworks 
to allow debtors and creditors reach arrangements on unsustainable mortgage and personal 
debt.  The legislation provides a legal framework for the resolution of mortgage arrears, as 
well as other personal debt, and it will provide certainty for borrowers and lenders alike about 
the consequences of non-payment and failure to reach agreement.  The Insolvency Service of 
Ireland, which will generally oversee the operation of the new insolvency frameworks, has now 
been established and it is envisaged it will be in a position to process cases later this summer.

- Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategies: The development and implementation of mort-
gage arrears strategies by individual lenders has further intensified with the Central Bank initia-
tive of last March to set time bound and measurable targets for the main banks on their progress 
in addressing and resolving, on a durable basis, the position of their mortgage customers who 
are in arrears on their mortgage. In particular, the Central Bank is now requiring the relevant 
lenders to propose sustainable solutions to 20% of mortgages that are in arrears (of over 90 
days) by end June, 30% by end September and 50% by end December 2013.  In addition, the 
more recent pilot initiative announced by the Central Bank will seek, where there are a number 
of lenders involved, to address a debtor’s position in a holistic and fair way in the best interest 
of all creditors and the debtor.

- Comprehensive Advice and Guidance: In addition to existing arrangements, the Gov-
ernment has introduced a range of additional information and guidance resources to assist mort-
gage holders through what can be a difficult and stressful process.  A dedicated website, www.
keepingyourhome.ie, has been put in place to provide general public information on mortgages 
arrears issues.  In addition, there is a Mortgage Arrears Information Helpline, which is estab-
lished under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, to provide more tailored information 
to individual callers.  Finally, a panel of accountants has been put in place to provide “one to 
one” independent advice to borrowers who have been provided a long term forbearance resolu-
tion offer by their lender in respect of a mortgage on their primary home.  All of these informa-
tion services are provided at no direct charge to the users of the service.

- Keeping families in their homes: As a social housing response, a “mortgage to rent” 
scheme is now in place on a nationwide basis.  This option will be available to households with 
unsustainable mortgages and who would qualify for social housing support and meet other ap-
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propriate criteria.  It will allow the family, in the context of an agreed resolution to an unsustain-
able mortgage, to remain in their home.

The Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears remains a key protection and ap-
plies to mortgage lending activities with borrowers in respect of their principal private residence 
in the State. These protections include the establishment of a formal Mortgage Arrears Resolu-
tion Process (MARP) to deal with mortgage customers who are in arrears or in pre-arrears, the 
establishment of a dedicated Appeals Support Unit and a separate internal appeals process by 
lenders to deal with individuals on a case by case basis. A copy of the Code is available on the 
Central Bank’s website www.centralbank.ie. 

The Central Bank is also updating the CCMA so that it continues to provide protection to 
customers who cooperate with their bank while facilitating and promoting the resolution of ar-
rears cases.  Issues being considered in the review include:

- New safeguards to ensure borrowers are given sufficient warning before being classified 
as ‘non cooperating’;

- Changes to the contact levels permitted, while ensuring consumers are not subject to ha-
rassment;

- Transparency on resolution options so borrowers have a full understanding before making 
a decision; and

- Consideration on whether there is merit in allowing a lender to move a borrower in ar-
rears off a tracker rate where the lender has offered an alternative arrangement which is more 
advantageous in the long term.

Further information on the review is available on www.centralbank.ie. 

The Central Bank expects to publish the revised Code very soon.

The Government is making significant progress to address the problem of mortgage arrears 
and taken together believes that the ingredients of a fair resolution process for distressed bor-
rowers are now in place.

21/05/2013WRH02550Eurozone Crisis

21/05/2013WRH02600180. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance the contacts he has had with 
European leaders in relation to the situation in Cyprus. [15995/13]

21/05/2013WRH02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I interact with all of my EU counterparts 
as part of my regular engagement at EU level. My most recent engagements at Eurogroup and 
ECOFIN on 13/14 May were part of this on-going and constructive dialogue.  At the last meet-
ing, the Eurogroup issued a statement welcoming the decision of the ESM to approve the first 
tranche of financial assistance to Cyprus on Monday 13 May in the context of the macroeco-
nomic adjustment programme agreed between Cyprus and the euro area Member States on 25 
March and the MoU signed between Cyprus and the European Commission at the end of April.

The fact that an agreement has been reached is an important step towards the stabilisation 
of the Cypriot economy reflecting the Eurogroup’s unwavering commitment to preserving the 
financial stability of the euro area and its Member States.  
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21/05/2013WRH02750Tax Compliance

21/05/2013WRH02800181. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance his views on the fact 
that that no one has been prosecuted to date for the Ansbacher tax avoidance scandal; his plans 
to bring forward amending legislation that would make the potential for prosecution easier. 
[20846/13]

21/05/2013WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, because of the particular circumstances relating to the Ansbacher accounts and the 
stage at which they became known to the Revenue Commissioners, it has not been possible to 
prosecute any individual in relation to those accounts.  The Ansbacher accounts ran from   1971 
and the Irish business was wound up in the mid-1990s.  It did not prove possible to prosecute 
any person for offences that may have been committed in relation to the accounts because, in 
general, in excess of 10 years had elapsed from the dates that the alleged offences occurred, up 
to the time investigations were completed.  In this regard section 1078(7) of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997 provides that proceedings must be instituted within 10 years from the date of 
the commission of the offence. 

In addition, a further difficulty for the Revenue Commissioners investigation was that very 
few original documents were available in relation to the Ansbacher accounts and there was no 
legal mechanism to compel Cayman Island entities to produce such documents.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they undertook detailed and extensive 
investigations into the operation of the Ansbacher accounts and the tax affairs of the Irish resi-
dent account-holders.  This involved the extensive use of legislative powers requiring the pro-
duction by financial institutions and other third parties of books, records and documentation 
relevant to the tax liabilities of the account-holders.  They found the accounts system operated 
to be complex and secretive with Irish depositors funds held offshore and no record of the de-
posits in the State although the depositors had access to their funds in the State.

The Ansbacher investigations have to-date yielded total revenue of €112.71m from 142 per-
sons.  This yield is comprised of €49.05m tax and interest and penalties of €63.66m.

While I will of course, give careful consideration to any proposals that might be put to me 
in regard to prosecution related legislation, for evidential and fairness reasons, time limits are 
a feature of criminal and civil legal systems generally, and the 10-year limitation on bringing 
prosecutions provided for in the Taxes Consolidation Act is generally regarded as a balanced 
timeframe. 

The Deputy may wish to note that I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that in 
2012, there was an increase of 56% in the number of convictions for serious tax offences (to 25) 
and an increase of 79% in number of convictions for serious duty offences (to 25), which is an 
increase of 67% overall when compared to 2011.

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 164.

21/05/2013WRH03050Tax Code

21/05/2013WRH03100183. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance with regards to the 
planned Dublin Array project, the tax that will apply if the project goes ahead; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20200/13]

21/05/2013WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I cannot comment on the tax affairs of 
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an individual company, nor can I speculate on the taxation of an individual project.  Generally 
speaking, companies operating in Ireland are chargeable to corporation tax at the 12.5% rate 
on the profits that are generated from their trading activities here.  A higher 25% rate applies in 
respect of investment, rental and other non-trading profits, as well as certain petroleum, mining 
and land dealing activities, while chargeable capital gains are taxable at the capital gains tax 
rate of 33%.

I would add that there is a provision in the tax code that grants relief for investment in the 
generation of renewable energy and is set out in Section 486B of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 
1997.  Subject to certain limits and restrictions set out therein, any company that invests in re-
newable energy may qualify for this relief. 

The renewable energy generation scheme was originally set up in 1999 and the tax relief 
applies to corporate equity investments in certain renewable energy generation projects.  Quali-
fying investments are eligible for tax relief in the form of a deduction from a company’s profits. 

To qualify for the relief the energy project must be approved by the Minister for Communi-
cations, Energy and Natural Resources and be in one of the following categories of technology:

- Solar

- Wind

- Hydro 

- Biomass 

The value of the investment on which relief can be given is capped at the lesser of: 

- 50% of all capital expenditure, excluding expenditure on lands and net of grants, or

- €9.525 million for a single project. 

Investment by a company or group is capped at €12.7 million per annum and unless the 
shares are held for at least five years by the company, the relief will be withdrawn.  The purpose 
of the scheme is to encourage investment in renewable energy projects and to facilitate the 
growth of electricity generation capacity using these sources.

21/05/2013WRH03250EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

21/05/2013WRH03300184. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the discussions, if any, 
he held on Ireland’s exit from the IMF programme with Christine Lagarde; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [18601/13]

21/05/2013WRH03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, we are 
now in the final year of our programme. The focus of Government is to achieve a successful exit 
from the Programme and a sustainable return to market based funding. We continue to meet our 
programme commitments and our strong implementation record has been recognized by our ex-
ternal partners and has given confidence to the financial markets. We continue to move towards 
the goal of fully regaining durable and sustainable market access during 2013. The continua-
tion of regular Treasury Bill auctions which recommenced last July, and our bond issues to date 
are positive steps in this direction. The issue, in January 2013 of an existing 5-year bond in an 
amount of €2.5 billion at a yield of 3.32% and the issue in March 2013 of a new 10-year bond at 
yield of 4.15%  demonstrate that we have re-connected with a diversified investor base  across 
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many key geographic areas.

With regard to discussions with Ms Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the IMF, I 
have taken the opportunity for a regular informal exchange of views with the Ms Lagarde, in 
the context of her participation in meetings of the Eurogroup Ministers. Ms Lagarde undertook 
an official visit to Dublin in early March in the course of which she held discussions with my-
self, the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste.  More recently, I also met with Ms Lagarde at the Spring 
Meetings of the IMF and World Bank in Washington in mid-April. I also had the opportunity to 
speak with Ms Lagarde en marge of the St. Gallen Symposium in Switzerland from 1st to 2nd 
May 2013. My discussions with the Managing Director have allowed for an exchange of views 
in relation to Ireland’s position under the Joint EU-IMF Programme.

Clearly, as a country in the final year of its programme, the discussions have also covered 
exit strategies and the range of supports which might be available to Ireland. All options will 
be considered in the light of what is appropriate for Ireland.  Evidently, this will require further 
consideration and no decisions have been taken to date by Government.

21/05/2013WRH03450Eurozone Crisis

21/05/2013WRH03500185. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he has had any dis-
cussions with his Cypriot counterparts; if those discussions included implications for Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15568/13]

21/05/2013WRH03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I interact with all of my EU counterparts 
as part of my regular engagement at EU level. My most recent engagements at Eurogroup and 
ECOFIN on 13/14 May were part of this on-going and constructive dialogue.  At the last meet-
ing, the Eurogroup issued a statement welcoming the decision of the ESM to approve the first 
tranche of financial assistance to Cyprus on Monday 13 May in the context of the macroeco-
nomic adjustment programme agreed between Cyprus and the euro area Member States on 25 
March and the MoU signed between Cyprus and the European Commission at the end of April.

The fact that an agreement has been reached is an important step towards the stabilisation 
of the Cypriot economy reflecting the Eurogroup’s unwavering commitment to preserving the 
financial stability of the euro area and its Member States. 

The euro area is one of Ireland’s main trading areas so any policy effort that improves the 
economic and financial conditions leading to a recovery in the euro area should have positive 
implications for the Irish economy.

21/05/2013WRH03650Tax Reliefs Application

21/05/2013WRH03700186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in 
receipt of private pension tax relief; the breakdown of the number of persons that receive the 
relief at the standard rate; the number at the marginal rate; the checks that are in place to ensure 
that people availing of the pension tax are still paying pensions; and if he has received any in-
dication that there has been a drop off in the numbers paying pensions, without the numbers of 
claims for pension tax relief reducing. [24076/13]

21/05/2013WRH03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the total numbers of income earners claiming tax relief for pension contributions 
for 2010, the latest year for which the necessary detailed figures are available, is estimated to 
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be of the order of 760,000. These include claims from employees for contributions to occupa-
tional pension funds and from the self-employed and others for contributions to personal pen-
sion plans - Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) and Personal Retirement Savings Accounts 
(PRSAs) - to the extent that these contributions have been included in their personal tax returns.   
With regard to occupational pensions (that is, schemes set up by the employer), the figures in 
respect of employee and employer contributions are available only in aggregate form on a tenta-
tive basis. Information on such contributions is not captured in such a way as to make it possible 
to provide disaggregated figures by tax rate.

A breakdown of the numbers of claimants by tax rate is only available at present in respect 
of the tax relief for contributions to Retirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) and Personal Retire-
ment Savings Accounts (PRSAs) to the extent that these contributions have been included in the 
personal tax returns of taxpayers. The available data is set out in the following tables:

Retirement annuity contracts — by tax rate 2010

Tax Rate Number of Cases
Standard Rate (20%)* 36,281
Higher Rate (41%) 28,234
Total 64,515* Includes claimants benefiting from 

marginal relief or with zero tax liability

Personal Retirement Savings Accounts — by tax rate 2010

Tax Rate Number of Cases
Standard Rate (20%)* 11,896
Higher Rate (41%) 10,338
Total 22,234* Includes claimants benefiting from 

marginal relief or with zero tax liability.
 

The figures for RACs and PRSAs do not include contributions made by employees through 
employers’ payroll systems and in respect of which tax relief is provided on the net pay basis. 
Information on such contributions is not captured in such a way as to make it possible to pro-
vide disaggregated figures by tax rate. 

The figures for RACs and PRSAs in the tax rate table are taken directly from filed income 
tax returns which represent about 83 % of all income tax returns expected for 2010.  The Deputy 
should be aware that designation of a tax rate to claimants is based on identifying the top tax 
rate applying to the taxable income of each claimant.  While the effect of the pensions relief 
may reduce a taxpayer’s taxable income to a level where they will be liable at the standard rate, 
any such taxpayers are still reflected in the tables concerned as higher rate taxpayers.

Regarding the checks that are in place to ensure that people are actually paying into pen-
sion schemes, the Risk Evaluation Analysis and Profiling (REAP) system, developed by Rev-
enue, categorises taxpayers in accordance with defined risk criteria and includes data in relation 
to claims made for tax credits and/or allowances including claims for pension contributions. 
Where a case is selected for Revenue intervention all identified risk items are identified.

I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that self-employed taxpayers are re-
quired to claim tax relief for pension contributions in their annual tax returns.  Where Revenue, 
as part of its annual compliance programmes, using the REAP system or some other means, se-
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lects a particular return for examination, the Revenue auditor would, in appropriate cases, carry 
out verification checks on the person’s pension tax relief claim to ensure that contributions were 
actually made and that the correct amount of tax relief was claimed. 

Where employers deduct pension contributions from the wages/salaries of employees, Rev-
enue, in carrying out checks on the proper operation of the PAYE system would, in appropriate 
cases, seek verification that pension tax reliefs were being correctly applied, including verifying 
that pension contributions, both employer and employee, were actually paid into the pension 
fund.

I am also advised that there is no evidence to suggest that the number of people claiming 
pension reliefs is out of line with the number contributing to pension schemes.

21/05/2013WRJ00150Financial Services Regulation

21/05/2013WRJ00200187. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline his views of 
mis-selling of payment protection insurance and linked products by all lenders (details sup-
plied); if he will consider moving the statute of limitations that applies in this respect; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24077/13]

21/05/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that it is conducting an on-going investigation into the sale of Payment Protection Insurance 
(PPI) by firms from July 2007.  Ten firms are currently undertaking reviews of their Payment 
Protection Insurance (PPI) sales.  At the request of the Bank, the firms previously informed all 
their customers included in the PPI sales review of their intention to provide updates to them as 
the review progresses.  The firms have commenced writing to their customers who purchased 
PPI in July 2007 to inform them of the outcome of the review as it relates to their situation.  
Approximately 13,000 customers will receive letters shortly.  The Central Bank is advising 
customers who receive a letter and have any questions, to contact their bank or credit institution 
directly.

Throughout 2013, firms will continue to conduct the review and will directly contact all 
other PPI customers included in the review with the outcome of the on-going review.  The Cen-
tral Bank will continue to require firms to take an orderly, co-ordinated and consistent approach 
to the review and will monitor progress on an on-going basis with the firms involved, and with 
the independent third party overseers who were appointed at the request of the Central Bank.

The Central Bank issued an update of its on-going investigation into the sales of Payment 
Protection Insurance which is available on the Central Bank’s website: www.Centralbank.ie.  
I, as Minister for Finance, do not have the primary role in relation to amending the law on the 
“Statue of Limitations”.  This is a matter which has broader legal application and as such would 
fall for consideration by my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality.

Questions Nos. 188 to 192, inclusive, answered with Question No. 117.

Questions Nos. 193 to 202, inclusive, answered with Question No. 87.

Questions Nos. 203 to 205, inclusive, answered with Question No. 73.

Debt Resolution Pilot Scheme

21/05/2013WRJ00700206. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the way so-
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called service providers will be accredited or appointed by the Central Bank of Ireland under 
the pilot scheme for consumer multi-debt restructuring; his views on newspaper reporting that 
a single British service provider might be engaged by the CBI; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24111/13]

21/05/2013WRJ00800263. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he envisages a central role 
for the Money Advice and Budgeting Service in the recently announced Central Bank pilot debt 
settlement model, if he will clarify if a foreign agency is being considered for this role; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [24236/13]

21/05/2013WRJ00900277. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding a pilot debt settlement scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24281/13]

21/05/2013WRJ01000290. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance in relation to the pilot 
scheme for the restructuring of secured and unsecured distressed consumer debt across mul-
tiple lenders announced recently by the Central Bank of Ireland, if the Central Bank of Ireland 
intends appointing any bodies or organisations to negotiate on behalf of borrowers; and if he 
envisages that the Money Advice and Budget Service will have a role in that regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24346/13]

21/05/2013WRJ01100292. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his views on recent media 
reports that state that serious consideration is being given by the Central Bank of Ireland to 
use a UK based company (details supplied) to facilitate the pilot approach to the Central Bank 
of Ireland framework for resolution of multiple debts; if he will clarify this point outlining the 
reason this group is being considered at this time in view of the fact that they have no previ-
ous experience or involvement in the Irish market and therefore no experience of dealing with 
the unprecedented problems facing distressed Irish borrowers at the present time; the reason 
the Money Advice and Budgeting Service with a proven track record in the Irish market and a 
strong local community based presence, has been overlooked in this regard; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [24354/13]

21/05/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 206, 
263, 277, 290 and 292 together.

The Deputies will be aware that the Central Bank has announced its intention to operate a 
pilot scheme for the restructuring of secured and unsecured distressed consumer debt across 
multiple lenders.  The aim of the pilot framework is to achieve sustainable and fair outcomes 
without the need for the borrower to enter the statutory insolvency process.  It is focused on 
enhancing cooperation between lenders of secured and unsecured debt in order to resolve dis-
tressed debt in a holistic manner at an early stage.

The Central Bank’s framework establishes a series of principles to be applied in debt re-
structuring solutions for borrowers.  In particular it outlines a ‘Resolution Waterfall’ which sets 
out a series of debt affordability scenarios.  Treatments will be applied to the borrower’s debts 
in order to establish the most appropriate and affordable modification that sets the borrower on 
a sustainable footing for the remaining period of the loans.

The framework will be implemented on a pilot basis by participating lenders to 750 borrow-
ers who are experiencing significant financial difficulty repaying the mortgage on the family 
home and who also have other unsecured debt.  The pilot scheme will run for three months from 
the end of June and will conclude with a thorough review of all results to evaluate the effective-
ness of the framework in dealing with such cases and to determine next steps.
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To be eligible for the framework, a borrower must be co-operating with their lenders, as 
defined in the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA).  It will apply to borrowers 
experiencing financial difficulty but who have taken reasonable steps to maximise income and 
curtail expenditure.  All existing protections afforded by the Central Bank’s Consumer Protec-
tion Code and the CCMA will continue to apply to participating borrowers.  The Framework 
will not include borrowers with buy-to-let or business related debts.

The Central Bank has advised that it has been agreed among the lender participants to use an 
independent third party service provider as the most appropriate way to engage with borrowers, 
whose consent to participate in the pilot will be sought.  Discussions are underway to determine 
the most appropriate provider and no decision on this matter has yet been made.  However due 
to the short timelines involved, an important consideration in the decision making process will 
be the ability of the provider to provide an effective and efficient service at short notice.

21/05/2013WRK00150NAMA Qualifying Investor Fund

21/05/2013WRK00200207. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 51 of 17 January 2013, if he will provide an update on the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency plans for Qualified Investor Funds, tenders for the administration of which were 
issued more than a year ago, with NAMA predicting it would launch at least two QIFs in 2012. 
[24112/13]

21/05/2013WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the Board of NAMA 
is currently reviewing its approach to Qualifying Investor Funds in light of the recently intro-
duced REITs legislation.

  Question No. 208 answered with Question No. 119.

21/05/2013WRK00450NAMA Operations

21/05/2013WRK00500209. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the announcement 
by the National Asset Management Agency in May 2012 of €2bn of so-called vendor financing 
or staple financing, if he will confirm the total of such financing provided by NAMA to date; 
the number of transactions to which such financing has applied; and the total amount repaid to 
NAMA from such arrangements. [24114/13]

21/05/2013WRK00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that the details 
sought by the Deputy relate to the NAMA’s commercial activities and that publication of this 
information is a matter for NAMA in the context of its commercial objectives and of how it can 
best meet those objectives.  NAMA has published a document on its website which sets out its 
approach to Vendor Finance.

I am further advised that the first vendor finance transaction was completed in 2012 and a 
number of others are currently in the pipeline and nearing completion.

Additional information regarding NAMA’s vendor finance programme are included in 
NAMA’s 2012 Annual Report and Financial Accounts which will be published in the coming 
weeks. 

21/05/2013WRK00650NAMA Portfolio Issues

21/05/2013WRK00700210. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance in respect of the €6,758,000 
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of so-called trading properties held in the balance sheet of the National Asset Management 
Agency at 31 December 2012, if he will provide an analysis of this property by property type 
including totals for each residential real estate, commercial real estate, jewellery and art, and if 
he will outline the way NAMA disposes of this property. [24115/13]

21/05/2013WRK00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by NAMA that 
trading properties include development land and commercial property with an estimated value 
of €6.4 million and works of art with an estimated value of €0.4 million.  In line with its general 
policy in relation to disposals, it is NAMA’s intention that these assets be openly marketed prior 
to disposal.

21/05/2013WRK00850IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRK00900211. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a schedule 
of reports that he will lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the special liquidation of the 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, an outline of the content of the reports and the dates on 
which they will be published. [24116/13]

21/05/2013WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There is no plan to lay a schedule of 
reports on the special liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.  However as the liquidation continues I will disclose information on the prog-
ress of the liquidation to the Oireachtas as the necessity arises. 

21/05/2013WRK01050NAMA Portfolio Value

21/05/2013WRK01100212. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the number 
of acres of agricultural land in the State under the control of the National Asset Management 
Agency. [24117/13]

21/05/2013WRK01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that a detailed 
breakdown of the property portfolio securing NAMA loans is set out on pages 20-22 of the 
Agency’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2011, which is available on the NAMA 
website, www.nama.ie.  NAMA advises that updated details on its property portfolio will be 
included in the Agency’s Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2012 which have been 
submitted to me and which will be published in the coming weeks.

21/05/2013WRK01250NAMA Operations

21/05/2013WRK01300213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the amounts 
paid by the National Asset Management Agency to educational institutions for research in each 
of 2010, 2011,2012 and to date in 2013. [24118/13]

21/05/2013WRK01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The details sought by the Deputy are 
set out below.

Year: 2012

Institution: University of Ulster

Amount: £20,000
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Purpose: Contribution towards the “Northern Ireland Residential Development Landbank 
Study” 

21/05/2013WRK01450Excise Duties Yield

21/05/2013WRK01500214. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue that 
would be generated from imposing an extra 2 cent on a pint of alcohol or a packet of 20 ciga-
rettes into the Exchequer.  [24148/13]

21/05/2013WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the yield from an extra 2 cents on a pint of beer would be €13.8 million in a full 
year and the yield from an extra 2 cents on a packet of twenty cigarettes would be €3.1 million 
in a full year.

21/05/2013WRK01650Tax Reliefs Cost

21/05/2013WRK01700215. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for agricultural advisors 
employed by Teagasc; the numbers who availed of the relief; and if he will set out the rationale 
for this flat rate expense. [24157/13]

21/05/2013WRK01800216. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for archaeologists; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24158/13]

21/05/2013WRK01900217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for airline cabin crews; 
the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24159/13]

21/05/2013WRK02000218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for bar trade employees; 
the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24160/13]

21/05/2013WRK02100219. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for trades people and 
professionals working in the building industry; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the 
rationale for this flat rate expense. [24161/13]

21/05/2013WRK02200220. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for bus, rail and road 
operatives; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24162/13]

21/05/2013WRK02300221. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for cardiac technicians; 
the numbers who availed of the relief and the rationale for this flat rate expense; and the reason 
it is paid differently for men and women. [24163/13]

21/05/2013WRK02400222. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for carpentry and joinery 
tradespeople; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24164/13]
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21/05/2013WRK02500223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for architectural technolo-
gists and assistants, clerks of work, engineering technicians for archaeologists, parks rangers 
and constables employed for the Office of Public Works, engineers and surveyors; the numbers 
who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24165/13]

21/05/2013WRK02600224. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer 
in the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for clergymen in the 
Church of Ireland; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate ex-
pense. [24166/13]

21/05/2013WRK02700225. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for hospital consultants; 
the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24167/13]

21/05/2013WRK02800226. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for cosmetologists; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24168/13]

21/05/2013WRK02900227. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in the 
latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for dentists in employment; 
the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24169/13]

21/05/2013WRK03000228. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for dockers; the numbers 
who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24170/13]

21/05/2013WRK03100229. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for hospital doctors; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24171/13]

21/05/2013WRK03200230. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for draughtsmen; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24172/13]

21/05/2013WRK03300231. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for driving instructors; 
the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24173/13]

21/05/2013WRK03400232. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for engineers employed 
by semi-State bodies; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate 
expense. [24174/13]

21/05/2013WRK03500233. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for engineering industry 
and electrical industry from 1997-1998; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale 
for this flat rate expense.  [24175/13]

21/05/2013WRK03600234. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for foresters employed 
by Coillte; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24176/13]

21/05/2013WRK03700235. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
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the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for freelance actors; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24177/13]

21/05/2013WRK03800236. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for grooms in racehorse 
training; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24178/13]

21/05/2013WRK03900237. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer 
in the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for domestic staff in 
hospitals whose uniforms are supplied and laundered for free; the numbers who availed of the 
relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24179/13]

21/05/2013WRK04000238. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer 
in the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for hotel industry 
employees; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24180/13]

21/05/2013WRK04100239. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for journalists; the num-
bers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24181/13]

21/05/2013WRK04200240. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for the individual local au-
thorities employees, parks superintendents, town planners and so on; the numbers who availed 
of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24182/13]

21/05/2013WRK04300241. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for workers in the min-
ing industry; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24183/13]

21/05/2013WRK04400242. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for workers in the motor 
repair and motor assembly trades; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for 
this flat rate expense. [24184/13]

21/05/2013WRK04500243. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for hospital nurses where 
their uniforms and supplied and laundered for free; the numbers who availed of the relief; and 
the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24185/13]

21/05/2013WRK04600244. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for optometrists/dispens-
ing opticians in employment; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this 
flat rate expense. [24186/13]

21/05/2013WRK04700245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for dispensing opticians; 
the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24187/13]

21/05/2013WRK04800246. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for panel beaters and sheet 
metal workers; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24188/13]
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21/05/2013WRK04900247. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for pharmacists; the num-
bers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24189/13]

21/05/2013WRK05000248. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for physiotherapists; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24190/13]

21/05/2013WRK05100249. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for pilots; the numbers 
who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24191/13]

21/05/2013WRK05150250. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for plumbing trades; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24192/13]

21/05/2013WRK05200251. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for printing, bookbind-
ing and allied trades; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate 
expense. [24193/13]

21/05/2013WRK05300252. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for professional valuers 
in the Valuation Office; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate 
expense. [24194/13]

21/05/2013WRK05400253. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for radiographers; the 
numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24195/13]

21/05/2013WRK05500254. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for respiratory and pul-
monary function technicians; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this 
flat rate expense. [24196/13]

21/05/2013WRK05600255. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for members of the RTÉ 
National Symphony Orchestra; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this 
flat rate expense. [24197/13]

21/05/2013WRK05700256. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for shipping employ-
ees, excluding the relief for members of the British merchant navy and British home or coast-
ing trade; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24198/13]

21/05/2013WRK05800257. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for members of the British 
merchant navy and the British home or coasting trade; the numbers who availed of the relief; 
and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24199/13]

21/05/2013WRK05900258. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for teachers; the numbers 
who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. [24200/13]
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21/05/2013WRK06000259. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer in 
the latest tax year for which full data is available of flat rate expenses for veterinary surgeons in 
employment; the numbers who availed of the relief; and the rationale for this flat rate expense. 
[24201/13]

21/05/2013WRK06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 215 to 
259, inclusive, together. 

In my reply to Question No. 76 of 9 May, I informed the Deputy that the cost to the Exche-
quer of the tax deduction in respect of expenses (other than expenses of travel and subsistence) 
incurred by employees for the income tax year 2010, the most recent year for which final in-
formation is available, is estimated at €66.5 million.  Some 695,000 claimants availed of this 
relief. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that a breakdown of that estimate by refer-
ence to individual categories under the flat rate expenses regime is not readily available and a 
basis for compiling this information could not be developed without conducting an extensive 
investigation of Revenue records on a nationwide basis at a cost which would be prohibitive in 
terms of the resources required.

  As regards the basis for granting each flat rate expense mentioned, it was not possible to 
collate the information required in the time allowed. I will provide the Deputy with the answer 
in writing shortly.

21/05/2013WRN00150Fuel Prices

21/05/2013WRN00200260. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on the fact that 
although diesel and petrol have come down in recent times, the Automobile Association has 
stated that prices are still too high; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24202/13]

21/05/2013WRN00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland, as with other countries, has ex-
perienced an increase in fuel prices. This increase is an international phenomenon. Fuel prices 
are driven by a number of factors including the price of oil on international markets, exchange 
rates, production costs and refining costs. The rise in oil prices over recent periods reflected 
additional factors such as geopolitical uncertainty in Northern Africa and the Middle East with 
potential supply disruptions.  The Exchequer yield from excise, as excise is set at a nominal 
amount, does not increase as the price of fuels increase. On the other hand, the yield from VAT 
per litre of fuel, as VAT is set as a percentage of the price, increases as the price of fuels in-
crease.  It should be noted however that businesses are entitled to reclaim VAT incurred on their 
business inputs, including VAT incurred on fuel. For example, VAT incurred on auto-diesel and 
marked gas oil (MGO or green diesel) used in the course of business is a deductible credit for 
business in the Irish VAT system.

The Deputy will also be aware that, in the context of Budget 2013, I provided for relief from 
excise duty on auto diesel for qualifying road transport and passenger transport operators. 

There are no plans for further taxation adjustments as to do so could lead to significant costs 
to the Exchequer.

21/05/2013WRN00350Liquor Licence Numbers

21/05/2013WRN00400261. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that 
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more than 6,000 pubs have closed since 2009, his plans to try and work with the Vintners’ As-
sociation of Ireland to try and ensure that no more pubs close in view of the fact that for every 
pub that closes, employment is lost and a service to the local community is lost; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24203/13]

21/05/2013WRN00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Office of the Revenue Commis-
sioners have advised that 9,082 pub licences were issued in 2009 and 8,250 licences were is-
sued in 2012 . I am aware of the difficulties being experienced by the industry at present. Both 
I and officials of my Department have engaged with representatives of the industry on various 
issues and will continue to do so.  

21/05/2013WRN00550Appointments to European Boards

21/05/2013WRN00600262. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance when the next opportunity will 
arise for Ireland to appoint a new director to the board of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development; if he will provide details of the current and all previous appointments to the 
board by the Irish Government; the costs associated with the position in tabular form over the 
past fifteen years; if he will detail annually the salary that this position commands and Ireland’s 
annual contribution to the bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24232/13]

21/05/2013WRN00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland currently holds a Director posi-
tion at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) Board under a Con-
stituency agreement with Denmark which provides for an equal rotation of the posts of Direc-
tor and Alternate Director between both countries on a three-year cycle. Ireland assumed the 
Director position on May of 2012 and holds this position until May of 2015 – over that period, 
Denmark holds the post of Alternate Director.  After May of 2015, the positions reverse for a 
further three years.   The current Irish representative on the Board of Directors of the EBRD is 
Mr Eoin Ryan who was initially appointed to the position of Alternate Director on 12 February 
2010 and he took over the Director post in May 2012. His appointment on the Board is due to 
end on 1 July 2013.

The previous Irish representatives at the EBRD, and the dates on which they served, as per 
their letters of appointment, are set out in the table below:

Date Name
12/2/2010 to date Eoin Ryan
12/2/2007 - 11/2/2010 Anne Counihan
17/7/2003 - 31/7/2006 Desmond O’Malley
17/7/2000 -16/7/2003 Michael Flynn
1/7/1997 - 16/7/2000 Tony Brown
3/5/1994 - 30/6/1997 Brian Hillery
20/5/1992 - 2/5/1994 Phelim Molloy
17/4/1991 - 19/5/1992 Pol O’Duibhir

The salary of the Irish representative at the Board of Directors is paid directly by the Bank 
and is not contributed to by the State. Currently, the annual gross salary for Director and Al-
ternate Director posts ranges between £124,903 to £131,574 and £104,939 to £111,074 respec-
tively; depending on the personal circumstances of the incumbent.

There is no annual contribution to the Bank. In terms of any liabilities associated with 
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Bank membership, Ireland’s initial subscription amounted to paid in capital of €9 million with 
callable capital amounting to €30 million. In 1996, the Government agreed to subscribe to 
3,000 shares in the First Capital Increase of the Bank, of which, 675 shares were paid in via 
eight equal instalments amounting to €6.75 million. This brought Ireland’s paid in capital up to 
€15.75 million and callable capital up to €44.25 million. Following a capital increase in 2010 
and 2011, Ireland’s paid in capital in the Bank increased to €18.78 million (this increase was 
funded through the bank’s own reserves) and callable capital increased to €71.260 million (an 
increase of just over €27 million).  Ireland’s shareholding within the Bank is currently 0.3% 
following this increase.    

  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 206.

21/05/2013WRN00850Tax Code

21/05/2013WRN00900264. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 65 of 9 May, if he will confirm that a form of SARP, old SARP, was operational 
in 2011, the conditions of which included the persons having earnings in excess of €100,000, 
being non-Irish domiciled and paid from a foreign payroll, that once these conditions were met 
the person was entitled to tax relief of 50% of their salary above €100,000 and that everyone 
who was entitled to this relief would have claimed it by now through either a form 12 or form 
11, due by 31 October 2012, that this relief has now been grandfathered, meaning persons can 
continue to claim that relief and that there is no job creation condition attached to that relief; the 
number of persons that availed of the relief; the average cost per person; the total tax lost to the 
Exchequer; and if he will re-state that he is confident that only six persons have availed of the 
new SARP regime. [24249/13]

21/05/2013WRN01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 825B of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997 (which had effect for the 2009 tax year onwards) provides relief to certain 
individuals who are not Irish domiciled and who, before they came to the State, had been liv-
ing and working in a country with which the State has a double taxation agreement. This is 
sometimes referred to incorrectly as the Special Assignment Relief Programme. The provision 
applies where the individual is sent by his or her foreign employer to work in the State for that 
employer or for an associated company of that employer and continues to be paid from abroad. 
Under the provision, such individuals may have the tax on the income from the foreign em-
ployment that is attributable to duties of that employment exercised in the State reduced to the 
greater of the tax due on either (a) €100,000 plus 50% of the income of the employment over 
that amount; or (b) the income from that employment remitted to the State (any tax deducted 
by the employer via the PAYE system is deemed to be a remittance).   Figures derived from in-
formation provided by taxpayers in income tax returns for the years 2009 to 2011 inclusive are 
as follows.  It should be noted by the Deputy that these figures have been compiled in the time 
available and may not represent the final figures as work is still ongoing to analyse the relevant 
data.  I am advised that the Revenue Commissioners will write separately to the Deputy if the 
figures are amended when the full data extraction had been completed.

Year Numbers Availing Estimated Cost to 
Exchequer

Average Cost

€ €
2011 15 456,020 30,400
2010 14 358,690 25,620
2009 5 78,320 15,660
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Figures denoting money amounts have been rounded to the nearest 10. 

Tax returns for 2012 are due to be filed October/November of 2013.

In relation to the new Special Assignee Relief Programme   introduced in Section 14 of 
Finance Act 2012, as I indicated to the Deputy in my reply to his question of 9 May last, em-
ployer returns received to date indicate that there were 6 individuals who qualified for the relief 
with 2 of them receiving an aggregate total tax-free remuneration of €39,767. Job increases 
were reported as numbering 26 with 2 jobs also reported as retained because of the relief. It is 
expected that the 4 individuals who are not reported in the employer returns as receiving tax-
free remuneration are expected to claim it when they submit Form 11 tax returns for 2012 in 
late 2013. It is also possible that not all employers have submitted a SARP return yet. Also, the 
figures provided do not include the details for claims that are not included in employer returns 
received to date but will be made in the Form 11 tax returns for 2012 to be filed under the self-
assessment system in October/November of 2013.

21/05/2013WRN01050NAMA Bonds

21/05/2013WRN01100265. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 51 of 9 May 2013, if the Central Bank of Ireland’s holding of National Asset 
Management Agency bonds is considered a financial asset holding with limits; if consideration 
has been given by him in discussions with the Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland for the 
Central Bank of Ireland to acquire the outstanding NAMA bonds from Bank of Ireland, Allied 
Irish Banks and Permanent TSB as a way of reducing the balance sheet of those banks, freeing 
up capital costs for those banks who have to use or hold capital to provide against the NAMA 
bonds, reducing the amount of ECB funding that is extended on foot of the NAMA bond col-
lateral to those banks and return the interest payable from NAMA on these bonds directly to the 
Central Bank of Ireland and thus ultimately to the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24251/13]

21/05/2013WRN01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) has 
confirmed that, in common with other National Central Banks of the Eurosystem, it can hold 
financial assets only up to particular limits as part of agreements between the various members 
of the Eurosystem. Furthermore the CBI has confirmed that the terms of such agreements and 
related issues are a matter for itself and the ECB and not something that I can comment on.  
As outlined in my response to PQ 19874/13, the CBI has advised that it does not comment on 
individual investment holdings.

21/05/2013WRN01250Tax Yield

21/05/2013WRN01300266. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 187 of 30 April 2013, in which he stated that the exemption of interest on savings cer-
tificates, national instalment savings and index linked savings bonds cost the Exchequer €138.2 
million in the last full tax year for which there is data, if he will confirm that the money lost to 
the Exchequer from this exemption is estimated based on DIRT being applied to the interest in 
these savings; and if he will confirm the current DIRT rate. [24252/13]

21/05/2013WRN01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the Exchequer cost of €138.2 million that was estimated for 2009 in respect of 
the exemption of interest on savings certificates, national instalment savings and index linked 
savings bonds was based on applying an average marginal rate of tax to the aggregate amount of 
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interest arising from these sources.  This average rate was compiled on the working assumption 
that taxation of this income source would be applied at each taxpayer’s marginal tax rate, that 
is, at 20 % or at 41% as appropriate.  The Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) rate was not 
applied to the interest amount.   Income from these products is currently exempt from income 
tax so in working out the cost of the exemption one can make assumptions as to what tax rate 
should apply.  The information given in response to the Parliamentary Question on 30 April was 
in the context of the providing the cost of a number of reliefs and exemptions, which would 
apply either at the marginal rate or the standard rate of income tax, so an average marginal rate 
of tax was applied to the interest on savings certificates, savings bonds and national instalment 
savings to work out the costs of exempting the interest.

As an alternative, one could assume that the income would be taxable at the higher rate of 
DIRT which applies to interest which is paid less frequently than annually.  In 2009, the year 
for which the figures were supplied, the higher rate of DIRT was 26% from 1 January to 7 April 
2009 and 28% from 8 April to 31 December 2009.  On the assumption that the interest was paid 
evenly throughout the year, the estimated yield from applying the higher rate of DIRT to this 
interest income in 2009 would have been in the region of €127.7 million.  The estimate does 
not take into account the fact that some account holders will be exempt from DIRT, including 
individuals aged over 65 years and whose total income, including the income subject to DIRT, 
is below the income tax age exemption limits (€18,000 for a single individual and €36,000 for 
a married couple or civil partners); and individuals who are permanently incapacitated, and 
whose tax credits cover their tax liability.

The total interest paid under savings certificates, national instalment savings and index 
linked savings bonds in 2009 was €465.04 million, whereas payments for those products in 
2011 totalled just under €164.83 million.  This would obviously affect the potential yield from 
applying tax on whatever basis to this interest.    

21/05/2013WRN01450Tax Code

21/05/2013WRN01500267. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if international investors have 
to pay capital gains tax on the disposal of property here; and if not, the amount lost to the Ex-
chequer as a result of this exemption. [24255/13]

21/05/2013WRN01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Gains arising from the disposal of prop-
erty, that is land or buildings situated in this country, are chargeable to capital gains tax, irre-
spective of whether or not an investor is resident in this country.    A relief from capital gains 
tax was introduced in the Finance Act 2012 in respect of properties, that is land or buildings, 
situated in Ireland or any EEA State, purchased between 7 December 2011 and 31 December 
2013, that are held for at least 7 years. This relief is available to any taxpayer who satisfies the 
conditions governing the relief. Any gains attributable to that 7-year period will not be liable 
to capital gains tax when the property in question is ultimately sold. In order to qualify for the 
relief, any income, profits or gains from the properties must be subject to Irish income tax. In 
addition, the relief will not apply if arrangements have been put in place whose main purpose 
or one of whose main purposes is to secure a tax advantage, as defined in Section 546A of the 
Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, and it can be shown that the relief would be less if such arrange-
ments had not been put in place.

 The relief cannot be claimed until properties bought in the incentive period are sold after 
being owned for at least 7 years. Accordingly, as the incentive period has not expired, it is not 
possible to estimate the amount of tax lost to the Exchequer as a result of the relief.  
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21/05/2013WRN01650Government Bonds

21/05/2013WRN01700268. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail as part of his 
Department of Finance’s budgetary calculations if the figure of €800 million for 2013, €875 
million for 2014 and €950 Million for 2015 in interest costs cited in the Department of Finance 
Pro Forma Transaction Impact Analysis – State Finances (Based on No Policy Change) docu-
ment for those years are interest payments which his Department expect to be returned to the 
state from the Central Bank of Ireland profits after earnings at the end of 2013, 2014 and 2015 
as part of their budgetary accounting for those years; if he will confirm if the full interest pay-
ments on these bonds as cited in the aforementioned document are not expected as part of his 
Department’s calculations to be returned to the Exchequer as profits from the Central Bank of 
Ireland; if he will detail the calculations by his Department of the total profits expected to be 
returned from the Central Bank of Ireland to the Exchequer for 2013, 2014 and 2015; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24256/13]

21/05/2013WRN01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The interest costs paid by the State on 
the newly issued Government bonds will contribute to the surplus income of the Central Bank.     
As explained in Note 5 in the Explanation of Adjustments in the Pro Forma Transaction Impact 
Analysis, 80% of Central Bank surplus income is paid to the State as a dividend the following 
year. So, 80% of the contribution to the Central Banks surplus income in 2013 from the newly 
issued Government bonds will be paid over in 2014 and so on.  However, as the Deputy will be 
aware this new Central Bank income replaces surplus income arising from IBRC’s Exceptional 
Liquidity Assistance (ELA) funding arrangement. The Pro Forma Transaction Impact Analysis 
clearly outlines the estimated net benefit to Central Bank income as a result of the promissory 
note restructuring.

Turning specifically to the estimated dividend payment from the Central Bank of Ireland to 
the Exchequer, the estimate which underpinned Budget 2013 of €1,040m was published as part 
of the Exchequer Borrowing Profile with the February Exchequer Returns. Since that time, the 
Central Bank have revised this figure upward to €1,148m which has been reflected in the SPU 
arithmetic.

Beyond this year, the estimates for the additional Central Bank surplus income arising from 
the promissory note restructuring as published in the Pro-Forma Analysis remain broadly valid 
although as the coupon paid on the replacement bonds is based on a floating rate, it would not be 
surprising if these estimates changed over time.  In respect of 2013 interest costs on the newly 
issued bonds, the current estimate is €700m compared to the original estimate of €800m. The 
original estimate was based on the assumption that the transaction would take place on 1 Janu-
ary 2013. The Central Bank is in the process of revising their estimate for dividends for 2014 
and subsequent years. 

21/05/2013WRN01850European Banking Sector

21/05/2013WRN01900269. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if discussions at an ECB 
level regarding acquisitions of asset backed securities could potentially include acquisitions 
of National Assets Management Agency bonds; if he will confirm further to his statements 
to the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform on the 8 of May 2013 if 
discussions at an ECB level regarding acquisitions of asset backed securities could potentially 
include acquisitions of securities tracker mortgage loans where the actual tracker mortgage 
loans would be taken completely off the balance sheet of the selling institution and taken onto 
the ECB’s balance sheet; if he will detail whether he has provided input to the Governor of the 
Central Bank of Ireland to seek to include NAMA bonds and tracker mortgages as a potential 
asset class which could be acquired by the ECB in any potential asset backed security purchase 
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programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24257/13]

21/05/2013WRN02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the ECB 
is an independent body and I have no role in relation to its internal deliberations. However, I 
am aware of a number of reports in the media where European Central Bank (ECB) officials, 
including President, Mr. Mario Draghi, indicated that the ECB is considering buying asset-
backed securities (ABS), among possible options to support lending to small and medium sized 
companies. I understand that President Draghi has said that the ECB’s role in this would be 
mostly catalytic because the ECB works with the European Investment Bank (EIB) and with 
the EU Commission. I have no further details at this time.   As regards the EIB, it has high-
lighted SME financing as a priority for the Bank. On the domestic front, this has been evidenced 
when the EIB agreed to work with AIB in providing €200 million for investment by small and 
medium companies across Ireland. This represents the latest EIB support for SMEs in Ireland 
since an earlier lending programme intermediated by AIB in 2011. This announcement coin-
cided with a visit by the EIB President and the Management Committee to Ireland on 29 and 30 
April 2013. The EIB delegation met with myself and a number of other Government Ministers 
including Minister Bruton where it was highlighted that access to funding for Irish SMEs is a 
priority for Ireland. 

The Deputy may be aware that Mr. Werner Hoyer was appointed President of the EIB in 
January 2012. President Hoyer visited Ireland in July 2012. Since then there has been a deepen-
ing and widening of engagement between Ireland and the Bank. During this visit it was agreed 
with the Irish Authorities to establish a joint High Level Working Group (HLWG) to identify 
concrete and flexible mechanisms to enhance the Bank’s support for Ireland’s growth agenda. 
The EIB and Ireland are strongly committed to working together to enhance the Bank’s activity 
in the country and this commitment is beginning to bear results. A solid outcome was achieved 
for 2012 with EIB group activity in the country approaching €600m, representing an increase 
of over €100m in 2012 over 2011 levels and covering a diversified range of sectors and transac-
tions.

21/05/2013WRN02050NAMA Bonds

21/05/2013WRN02100270. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the total 
combined impairment charges provided against the National Assets Management Agency se-
nior and subordinated bonds in Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB; if 
he will detail the total amount in euro of regulatory capital which is currently held by Allied 
Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB as a requirement arising from its holdings of 
NAMA senior and subordinated bonds; if he will detail if the regulatory changes at a domestic, 
European or global level may lead to an increase in capital being necessary to hold for banks 
retaining NAMA bonds; if he will detail the total amount of interest that shall be paid by NAMA 
to Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB on its holding of NAMA bonds in 
2013, 2014 and 2015 assuming no redemption of NAMA bonds are made for those 3 years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24258/13]

21/05/2013WRN02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been provided with the following 
information from the banks:   

  AIB

All disclosures in relation to AIB’s National Assets Management Agency senior and subor-
dinated bond holdings are contained in pages 267 – 268 of AIB’s 2012 Annual Financial Report. 
Disclosures in relation to AIB’s regulatory capital can be found on page 44 of the same report.

The regulatory changes at a domestic, European or global level are not anticipated to lead to 
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an increase in capital being necessary to hold for banks retaining NAMA bonds

Bank of Ireland

Bank of Ireland’s annual report for the year to 31 December 2012 gives comprehensive 
disclosures on its holdings of NAMA Bonds   (particularly pages 203-205 and pages 316 – 317) 
and of its relations with the Irish State (pages 259-262). Bank of Ireland’s annual reports for 
the years ended 31 December 2010 and 31 December 2012 additionally provide comprehensive 
disclosures on the impairment of NAMA subordinated debt. (Particularly pages 23, 66 and page 
125 of its annual report for 2010 and page 192 and pages 204-205 in its annual report for 2012). 

Bank of Ireland’s Pillar 3 report for the year to 31 December 2012 gives comprehensive dis-
closures on its Regulatory Capital including amounts held in relation to Sovereign Bonds which 
includes NAMA Bonds (particularly pages 8-12 and pages 14-15), and the regulatory changes 
arising as a result of Basel 3 (particularly pages 5 - 6).

PTSB

- ptsb has not held NAMA subordinated bonds.

- ptsb holds NAMA senior bonds but has not taken any impairment provisions against them.

- ptsb currently applies 0% risk weights in calculating the regulatory capital requirement 
for NAMA bonds. 0% risk weight has been confirmed with Central Bank of Ireland to be used 
in the capital calculation (The conditions for this being that NAMA senior debt is government 
guaranteed,  denominated in the domestic currency and also funded in that currency).  

Interest Rate on NAMA bonds

The interest rate that NAMA pays on the Senior bonds held by the Participating Institutions 
(PIs) is six month euribor flat and is paid semi-annually on the 1 March and 1 September. De-
tails of current NAMA Senior bond issuance can be found on its website www.nama.ie, which 
is updated following any redemptions.

The current rate of interest on senior debt, set last March is 0.336%.  Based on this rate of 
interest and no further redemptions, NAMA expects to pay €31m to AIB/ESB, €8m to Bank of 
Ireland, €4m to PTSB and €1m to the Central Bank of Ireland on 1 September 2013.  Based on 
the same assumptions, the same amount would be paid every 6 months (March & September) 
in 2014 and 2015.  However, NAMA expects to make further redemptions this year which will 
reduce amount paid and interest rates will vary over time. 

21/05/2013WRN02250Government Bonds

21/05/2013WRN02300271. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total amount in euro of 
regulatory capital which is currently held by Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent 
TSB as a requirement arising from its holdings of Irish government bonds; if he will detail what 
regulatory changes at a domestic, European or global level that may lead to an increase in capi-
tal being necessary to hold for banks retaining Irish Government bonds; if he will detail the total 
amount of interest that shall be paid by the Irish Government on these government bonds held 
by Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB in 2013, 2014 and 2015 assuming 
no sale of these bonds by the banks in question are made for those three years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24259/13]

21/05/2013WRN02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that Allied Irish 
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Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB hold zero regulatory capital against their holdings 
of Irish government bonds as the Central Bank of Ireland has agreed that Irish government 
bonds which are denominated in the domestic currency and funded in that currency have a 0% 
risk weighting.   As the Deputy will be aware AIB, BOI and PTSB use Irish government bonds 
as part of their normal liquidity management operations. The institutions cannot provide the 
total amount of interest to be paid on their Irish Government bonds as this could be construed 
as a forward looking statement.  

Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Permanent TSB have provided me with the follow-
ing responses to your PQ:

AIB

The total amount in euro of regulatory capital which is currently held by Allied Irish Banks 
as a requirement arising from its holdings of Irish government bonds is zero as Irish Govern-
ment Bonds are risk weighted at zero percent. 

Regulatory changes at a domestic, European or global level are not anticipated to lead to an 
increase in capital being necessary to hold for banks retaining Irish Government bonds. 

BOI

Bank of Ireland’s Pillar 3 report for the year to 31 December 2012 which can be found 
at http://www.bankofireland.com/fs/doc/publications/investor-relations/boi-pillar-iii-disclo-
sures-2012.pdf   gives comprehensive disclosures on its Regulatory Capital including amounts 
held in relation to Sovereign Bonds (particularly pages 8-12 and pages 14-15), and the regula-
tory changes arising as a result of Basel III (particularly pages 5-6). 

Bank of Ireland’s annual report for the year to 31 December 2012 gives comprehensive 
disclosures on its holdings of Irish Government Bonds (particularly pages 203-204 and pages 
316-317) and of its relations with the Irish State (pages 259-262). 

PTSB

Permanent TSB currently holds €0m of regulatory capital for Irish Government bonds and 
Government guaranteed bonds. 

The CBI has agreed this weighting of 0% for Irish Government debt denominated in domes-
tic currency and funded in that currency.

CRD IV rules, effective from January 2014, explicitly assign 0% risk weight for the expo-
sures to the Member States’ central governments denominated and funded in the domestic cur-
rency of that Central Government.  

21/05/2013WRN02450IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRN02500272. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance in view of the insider knowl-
edge that Blackstone has on the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation arising from the work it has 
done on the IBRC loan book after it was retained in December 2011 to advise on the bank’s 
portfolio if it shall be precluded by the special liquidator KPMG from the bidding process for 
IBRC’s assets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24260/13]

21/05/2013WRN02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special 
Liquidators that borrowers and third party bidders may be permitted to bid for loans and/or 
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portfolio of loans. However, all bidders will have to meet certain pre-determined criteria which 
are yet to be finalised by the Special Liquidators.  

21/05/2013WRN02650Central Bank of Ireland Issues

21/05/2013WRN02700273. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail further to his 
statement to the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform on Wednesday, 
8 May 2013 that 10 days prior to the Committee hearing, the Central Bank of Ireland notified 
his Department that it had excess profits of about another €120 million or €125 million; if he 
will confirm if this is in addition to the €1.1 billion after retained earnings of profits announced 
by the Central Bank of Ireland in the publication of their annual report on the 30 of April 2013 
that was paid to the Exchequer; if he will confirm whether the extra €120 or €125 million is 
above the calculations his Department had expected to be paid to the Exchequer from the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland in its published Pro Forma Transaction Impact Analysis – State Finances 
(Based on No Policy Change) document, and if so by how much; if he will provide an adjust-
ment of the calculations in this document based on any changes to their assumptions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [24261/13]

21/05/2013WRN02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank is required to pay 
its surplus income in respect of the preceding year to the Exchequer each year. As such, the 
promissory note restructuring had no bearing on the amount payable to the Exchequer in 2013.  
The Bank’s surplus income is generally made up of its profit on the investment of its reserves 
less depreciation and appropriation of profit to its General Reserve. The Central Bank (and its 
precursor the Currency Commission) has been paying its surplus income to the Exchequer since 
1927 (Section 63(7) of the Currency Act 1927).    When Budget 2013 was being prepared, the 
Bank estimated that, as far as it could tell at that time, its surplus income in respect of 2012 
would be €1.040 billion and this figure was included in the budgetary arithmetic for 2013. In 
the event, the surplus income came to €1.1476 billion, as detailed in the Bank’s annual report 
for 2012, and this amount was paid over to the Exchequer earlier this month. 

21/05/2013WRN02850Central Bank of Ireland Issues

21/05/2013WRN02900274. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail in tabular form 
the total profits from the Central Bank of Ireland paid to the Exchequer on an annual basis be-
tween 2000 and to date; if he will confirm on what calendar date in the year are the profits of the 
Central Bank of Ireland after earnings paid to the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24262/13]

21/05/2013WRN03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank is required to pay its 
surplus income in respect of the preceding year to the Exchequer each year.  The Bank makes 
the payment once the audit of its Annual Accounts for the previous year has been completed 
and the Annual Report and Annual Performance Statement has been published. In 2013, the 
payment was made in early May.  The Central Bank has made the following payments to the 
Exchequer since 2000:

Paid In Amount  - €000
2013 €1,147,628
2012 €958,343
2011 €671,029
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Paid In Amount  - €000
2010 €704,866
2009 €290,055
2008 €192,814
2007 €98,496
2006 €109,181
2005 €103,021
2004 €321,726
2003 €583,719
2002 €770,639*
2001 €451,303
* Figure includes an exceptional gain of €240 million made by the Bank in 2002 from the 

non-redemption of Irish pound notes in the context of the changeover to the Euro. This was 
treated as an exceptional item to be paid over to the Exchequer immediately that year.

21/05/2013WRN03050State Banking Sector

21/05/2013WRN03100275. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he is targeting a sale of 
Bank of Ireland preference shares before the deadline of the par payment by Bank of Ireland in 
March of 2014 of the €1.8 billion in preference shares; if he is concerned about risks of dilution 
of the value of the States shareholding in Bank of Ireland if the Bank is required to raise capital 
to replace the par payments made to the state under the preference share agreement with the 
Bank; if he will detail how much of the €1.8 billion par repayment of the preference shares he 
expects to receive from Bank of Ireland in March 2014 and if he expects to be paid in ordinary 
shares in the bank or in cash settlement for this par repayment; if he will detail when the total 
€1.8 billion is required to be repaid in par repayment from the Bank; if he will detail whether 
any par settlements for these preference shares are directly returnable to the Exchequer or the 
national pension reserve fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24263/13]

21/05/2013WRN03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At its recent results briefing, Bank of 
Ireland indicated that it was considering a range of options relating to its preference shares is-
suance. I can confirm to the Deputy that officials in the Department of Finance, as part of their 
regular interaction with Bank of Ireland management, have discussed options regarding the 
State’s current holding of €1.8bn of preference shares.    

Bank of Ireland has not indicated to the market or my Department that it has any intention 
to raise more capital from shareholders at this time. I can, however, confirm for the Deputy that, 
should Bank of Ireland decide to do so at some point in the future, I would naturally consider 
the options open to the State in this regard at that time. If the mechanism chosen was a rights 
issue, any decision in relation to exercise of rights attaching to our current holding would be 
made having assessed the best interests of the State.

The structure of the preference shares includes a provision for a step-up on the principal of 
25% if they are not redeemed by March 2014. This would result in an additional liability for 
the bank of €450m, but payable to the State only on redemption. The step-up applies only to 
the principal amount and not to the coupon payable. There is no required repayment date as the 
preference shares are perpetual.

The shares are a directed investment held by the NPRF and any repayment of the shares 
would be to the NPRF.
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As we are only at a preliminary discussion stage of a range of options, with many moving 
variables, it is not possible at this point to speculate as to the outcomes of what might take 
place. 

21/0013WRN03250Budget 2014 Issues

21/05/2013WRN03300276. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to a meeting of the 
Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform on Thursday, 9 May 2013 (details 
supplied) stating that the persons responsible for assessing budget 2014 and the SPU as part of 
the EU 6 and 2 pack system shall be the European Commission officials at the Ireland desk if he 
will detail the names of these officials and the number of officials responsible in the European 
Commission for supporting or criticising the SPU or the Ireland 2014 budget; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24264/13]

21/05/2013WRN03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): With regard to Stability Programmes, 
the procedure is that the Council adopts an opinion on the basis of a recommendation from the 
European Commission, if one is made. Under the two pack, which is about to be adopted, the 
procedure will be that the European Commission is responsible for adopting an opinion on the 
draft budgetary plans supplied by member states.   Within the European Commission, this work 
is done by DG ECFIN in the first instance. Full details of ECFIN staff, including staff dealing 
with Ireland, may be found in the directory on the Commission’s website at the address given 
below.

http://ec.europa.eu/staffdir/plsql/gsys_www.branch?pLang=EN&pId=3&pDisplayAll=1 

          Question No. 277 answered with Question No. 206.

Fuel Rebate Scheme

21/05/2013WRO00300278. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance when the Revenue Com-
missioners regulations on the fuel rebate for bus and coach operators will be in place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24307/13]

21/05/2013WRO00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners, who have responsibility for the operation of the repayment scheme, that Regulations to 
provide for  the administration of the scheme are being prepared and will be in place before it 
comes into operation on 1 July this year.   Revenue is continuing to consult with road transport 
operators and other business interests about those administrative requirements and information 
on the scheme will be made available on the Revenue website.

Tax Reliefs Cost

21/05/2013WRO00500279. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 187 of 30 April 2013, where he stated that tax relief for investment in films cost 
the Exchequer €42 million in the last full tax year for which there is data, if he will set out the 
criteria involved in availing of film tax relief; the number of persons that availed of the relief 
that year; if his attention has been drawn to any abuse of the relief scheme; and if so, the action 
he has taken to curtail the abuse. [24309/13]

21/05/2013WRO00600280. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 187 of 30 April 2013, where he stated that exemption of profits or gains from 
woodlands claimed from the Exchequer was €48.2 million in the last full year of data, which 
the maximum tax cost of €14.4 million, if he will set out the criteria for this tax exemption; the 
way it operates; his views on whether it is having any impact on agricultural development; or if 
there is an abuse of the scheme. [24310/13]

21/05/2013WRO00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 279 
and 280 together as they were previously answered together in the PQ referred to in the ques-
tion.

The first question asks about tax relief for investment in films and I am advised by the Rev-
enue Commissioners that the Section 481 Film Tax relief cost €45.7 million for the 2011 tax 
year and the number of investors was 2,669.

The Film Relief scheme currently provides tax relief towards the cost of production of 
qualifying films. The maximum amounts which can be raised under the scheme are up to 80% 
of the cost of production for all budgets up to a maximum of €50,000,000.

Tax relief on 100% of their investment is available to individual investors and to corporate 
investors.

Individual investors can invest up to €50,000 under the scheme in any year of assessment 
and will be entitled to tax relief on that amount at their marginal rate of tax. An investor who 
cannot obtain relief on all his/her investment in a year of assessment, either because his/her 
investment exceeds the maximum of €50,000 or his/her income in that year is insufficient to 
absorb all of it, can carry forward the unrelieved amount to following years up to and including 
2015, subject to the normal limit of €50,000 on the amount of investment that can be relieved 
in any one year.

A corporate investor and any connected companies can invest up to €10,160,000 in any 12 
month period. The company will be entitled to a deduction, from its total profits, of the amount 
invested. There is provision for carry forward of an unrelieved amount. The total amount which 
can be invested by a company, in any one film, cannot exceed €3,810,000.

The Revenue Commissioners took over the certification of films qualifying for Film Relief 
in 2005 and my attention has not been drawn to any abuse in relation to films certified by them. 
Prior to then there was a number of tax avoidance schemes involving Film Relief which have 
been challenged by Revenue and the legislation has been changed as required over the years. 

Finance Act 2013 introduced changes to give Film Relief a new focus. The delivery mecha-
nism of the incentive will change. Relief will not, in the future, be available to investors in 
qualifying films. Instead a payable tax credit of 32% will be paid directly by the Revenue Com-
missioners to a Producer Company, which produces a qualifying film. The legislation provides 
for measures to ensure that, in the event that the qualifying company does not satisfy any statu-
tory conditions or conditions imposed by a film certificate issued by the Revenue Commission-
ers, any amount paid by the Revenue Commissioners can be recouped. 

The commencement of the section is subject to EU approval. The changes are expected to 
be effective from the 1 January 2016. The current scheme expires on 31 December 2015. 

The second question asks about the tax exemption for profits or gains from woodlands. The 
details in Parliamentary Question 20065/13 to which the Deputy refers relate to exemptions 
contained in Sections 232 and 140 of the TCA 1997. I am advised by the Revenue Commission-
ers that profits or gains from the occupation of woodlands in the State managed on a commer-
cial basis are exempt from Income Tax and Corporation Tax, (but not from the USC or PRSI) 
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under Section 232 TCA 1997. Section 140 provides that distributions paid out of such exempt 
profits or gains are not regarded as income for the purposes of the Taxes Acts. The exemption 
granted to such profits, gains and dividends is, however, subject to the High Earners Restriction.  

For chargeable periods commencing on or after 1 January 2004 details of all such profits, 
gains and losses must be included in the annual return of income to the Revenue Commis-
sioners. The normal rules relating to the keeping of records and the making available of those 
records for inspection by the Revenue also apply

Capital gains arising to an individual on the sale of woodlands are also exempt from CGT 
insofar as they relate to standing timber. Any gain attributable to the underlying land is subject 
to CGT. Companies and other bodies of persons are liable to CGT on gains arising from the sale 
of woodlands and standing timber.

The Revenue Commissioners are not aware of any abuse of the scheme.

Betting Regulations

21/05/2013WRO00800281. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail the vari-
ous taxes that currently apply to bets placed in a bookmakers’ premises here and bets placed 
online; if any changes are planned in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24318/13]

21/05/2013WRO00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The only tax that currently applies spe-
cifically to bets placed in a bookmaker’s premises is betting duty.  Bookmakers are liable for 
this duty at a rate of 1% of the amount of the bet entered into.  The Finance Act 2011 provides 
for the taxation of bets that remote bookmakers enter into with persons in the State and betting 
duty at the existing rate of 1% will be applied to such bets. The Act provides also for the taxa-
tion of Betting Exchanges for the first time, at a rate of 15% tax on the commission charged. 
These taxation provisions will be commenced when the Betting (Amendment) Bill is enacted.  
This Bill was published in July last year and work has continued since on drawing up a num-
ber of amendments to the Bill to strengthen enforcement measures. It is my intention, given 
the number of amendments, to go back to Government in the very near future for approval to 
republish the Bill in this Dáil session.

Government Bonds

21/05/2013WRO01000282. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 51 of 9 May 2013, if he will provide the reason and not the methodology for the reason 
the Central Bank of Ireland acquired the 5.4% Irish 2025 bond from Bank of Ireland; if he will 
confirm if the reason the Central Bank of Ireland purchased the bond was to avoid Exchequer 
obligations for him in honouring the Ministerial guarantee that was placed over the Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation Bank of Ireland repo transaction with Bank of Ireland; if he will explic-
itly detail the way this transaction was financed by the Central Bank or Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24319/13]

21/05/2013WRO01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) has 
confirmed that, in common with other National Central Banks of the Eurosystem, it can hold 
financial assets only up to particular limits as part of agreements between the various members 
of the euro system. Furthermore the CBI has confirmed that the terms of such agreements and 
related issues are a matter for itself and the ECB and not something that I can comment on.  



Questions - Written Answers

216

As outlined in my response to PQ 19874/13, the CBI has advised that it does not comment on 
individual investment holdings.

Government Bonds

21/05/2013WRO01200283. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 51 of 9 May 2013, if he will detail if he has discussed with the Central Bank of Ireland 
Governor of the scope for the Governor to conduct further discussions with various members 
of the euro system to borrow unused financial asset holding capacity for the Central Bank of 
Ireland to increase its holdings in Irish Government bonds through acquiring these bonds on 
the secondary market and thus returning the interest to the State paid on these bonds through 
the Central Bank of Ireland’s profits; if he will consider discussing with the Governor of the 
Central Bank of Ireland to acquire those Government bonds on the secondary markets from 
Bank of Ireland, Allied Irish Bank and Permanent TSB thus reducing the balance sheet of those 
banks, freeing up capital costs for those banks who have to hold regulatory capital if retaining 
Irish Government bonds, reducing the amount of ECB funding that is extended on foot of the 
Irish Government bonds collateral to those banks and return the interest payable from the Irish 
Government on these bonds directly to the Central Bank of Ireland and thus ultimately back to 
the Exchequer from the Central Bank of Ireland profits; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24320/13]

21/05/2013WRO01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) has 
confirmed that, in common with other National Central Banks of the Eurosystem, it can hold 
financial assets only up to particular limits as part of agreements between the various members 
of the Eurosystem. Furthermore the CBI has confirmed that the terms of such agreements and 
related issues are a matter for itself and the ECB and not something that I can comment on.  
As outlined in my response to PQ 19874/13, the CBI has advised that it does not comment on 
individual investment holdings. 

NAMA Bonds

21/05/2013WRO01400284. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos 48 and 49 on 9 of May 2013, if he will detail the type of asset class the other assets 
with a value of €370 million that are retained by the Central Bank of Ireland as consideration 
for the smaller amount of outstanding IBRC borrowing under the euro system’s main refinanc-
ing operation; if he will confirm whether NAMA through its ownership of the IBRC facility 
deed also has a charge over these €370 million of assets; if he will detail whether the Central 
Bank of Ireland intends to sell these assets; if he will confirm whether these assets, if intended 
for sale, shall be sold in an open market process with the appointment of an independent valuer 
and broker as per the IBRC assets; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24321/13]

21/05/2013WRO01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy may be aware, the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland does not disclose the type of assets used to collateralise Eurosystem Opera-
tions.  The ECB eligible assets securing IBRC’s Main Refinancing Operation with the Eurosys-
tem were realised by the Central Bank of Ireland in consultation with the ECB, with the value of 
collateral in excess of the borrowings being due back to IBRC.   As these assets were realised by 
the Central Bank of Ireland and are no longer owned by IBRC, NAMA does not have a charge 
over these assets through its ownership of the IBRC Facility Deed.  The investment policy of 
the Central Bank of Ireland and the manner of investments/divestments is a matter for the Cen-
tral Bank and it would not be appropriate for me to comment in this regard. 
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IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRO01600285. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 50 of 9 of May 2013, if he will explicitly confirm whether the entities referred to in 
the answer concern the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation wealth management entities; if he 
will confirm the total euro nominal amount of loans IBRC has provided to borrowers for assets 
that are in the IBRC wealth management unit; if he is concerned that a sale of assets which are 
not wholly or majority owned on the equity side by IBRC’s wealth management business could 
reduce the value of the loans provided against the asset sold if the asset is sold below the princi-
pal value of the loan outstanding on that asset; if he will confirm whether the special Liquidator 
has the power to discharge personal guarantees for loans for assets that are in IBRC’s wealth 
management business but are not wholly or majority owned by IBRC and where that equity 
interest in the asset is sold rather than the loan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24322/13]

21/05/2013WRO01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The entities referred to in the answer to 
Parliamentary Question no 50 of 9 May 2013 do not relate to the IBRC Wealth Management 
business unit. The reference to entities relates to any entity in which IBRC has an ownership 
interest.

A number of the questions above refer to assets owned by IBRC’s Wealth Management 
business. I have been advised by the Special Liquidators that IBRC Wealth Management is a 
distinct business unit of IBRC and is not a separate legal entity. It does not have its own assets 
but rather manages the assets of, and acts as custodian for Wealth Management clients.

The Special Liquidators will act in a manner which protects the value of the assets and 
maximises the return for the taxpayer from the disposal of IBRC’s assets.  

IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRO01800286. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion 63 of 9 of May 2013, if he will confirm whether legal proceedings have already been issued 
in relation to whether the insolvency of IBRC is a relevant insolvency within the meaning of 
the British Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006 in a British 
court; if he will detail the total number of employees prior to the liquidation of IBRC whose 
employment agreements were governed by British rather than Irish law; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24323/13]

21/05/2013WRO01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special Liq-
uidators that no legal proceedings have been served (or to the Special Liquidator’s knowledge 
issued) in relation to whether the insolvency of IBRC is a relevant insolvency within the mean-
ing of the United Kingdom Transfer of Undertaking (Protection of Employment) Regulations 
2006. Legal advice is currently being sought by the Special Liquidators on whether the insol-
vency of IBRC is a relevant insolvency within the meaning of the United Kingdom Transfer of 
Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006. The effect of those Regulations 
on employees will be dependent on that advice and ultimately the UK Courts under applicable 
law.  The total number of number employees prior to the liquidation of IBRC whose employ-
ment agreements were governed by UK law rather than Irish law is 169.  

IBRC Liquidation

21/05/2013WRO02000287. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 63 of 9 May 2013, if the insolvency of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation is not 
considered a relevant insolvency within the meaning of the British Transfer of Undertakings 
(Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006 that this legal reality could negatively impact on 
IBRC asset values and thus potential IBRC asset sales before transfer to National Assets Man-
agement Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24324/13]

21/05/2013WRO02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special Liq-
uidators that legal advice is currently being sought whether the insolvency of IBRC is a relevant 
insolvency within the meaning of the United Kingdom Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of 
Employment) Regulations 2006 and the effect of those Regulations will be dependent on that 
advice. The effect of the Regulations on asset values will be a matter for the potential purchas-
ers of those assets. 

Tax Reliefs Cost

21/05/2013WRO02200288. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 187 of 30 April 2013, where he stated a figure of €52.6 million claimed and €19.5 
million in assumed maximum tax costs in 2009 for other exemptions claimed by 635 people, if 
he will state what other exemptions consist of and the number of persons claimed per category. 
[24326/13]

21/05/2013WRO02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In the tax return Form 11 the majority 
of property based incentive schemes on which relief could be claimed for 2009 are listed at 
Lines 901 – 929 inclusive.  On the Corporation Tax return the majority of these reliefs are listed 
at lines 15.1 to 15.25 of the return form CT1.  However, there are also certain older schemes 
where taxpayers may still wish to claim relief. Each taxpayer wishing to claim relief in respect 
of an investment in a scheme not provided for  in Lines 901 – 929 on the form 11 or on lines 
15.1 to 15.25 of the Corporation Tax return  is requested to enter the appropriate details  of the 
relevant scheme and the amount of relief claimed in a space provided in Line 930 on the form 
11 and Line 15.26 on the CT1 . 

These entries are  the source of the figures for which claims from 635 claimants amounting 
to  €52.6 million at an estimated cost of €19.5 million were  included in the category of  “Other”  
in the answer I gave  to the deputy’s parliamentary question  number 187 of 30 April last. An ex-
tract  of these  entries has been  compiled and a breakdown of the main examples is as follows.

Relief Number of Entries
Relief not specified 194
Section 23 relief  74
Student accommodation  22
Temple Bar  7

The remainder of the entries, a significant number,were input in various non-standard for-
mats which makes categorisation of the types of relief involved very difficult. Examples of 
these entries were “multiple”, “owner occupier” and the frequent entry of specific property 
addresses.

Land Transfers

21/05/2013WRO02400289. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason a student applying 
for stamp duty exemption under the transfer of land to young trained farmers, who successfully 
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completed an honours BSc in agricultural technology at Queens University Belfast would be 
required to provide an additional letter of equivalence from Teagasc at the cost of €150; the rea-
son there appears to be no consideration given to any education institutions in North of Ireland 
that award degrees in agriculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24327/13]

21/05/2013WRO02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the conditions for qualifying for the Stamp Duty exemption for transfers of land 
to young trained farmers include the following [s.81AA Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999 
refers]:   

- The young trained farmer must be aged under 35 at the date of execution of the deed;

- S/he must furnish a declaration (to his/her solicitor/filer who will be filing the on-line self-
assessed return) to the effect that s/he will, for a period of five years from the date of execution 
of the deed, spend not less than 50% of his/her normal working time farming the land and will 
retain ownership of the land for that period.

- In addition, the transferee must have attained one of the necessary qualifications set out in 
the relevant law and listed in Revenue Leaflet SD2B, available at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/
stamp-duty/leaflets/sd2b.pdf.  The training qualifications are subject to approval by Teagasc, 
which is under the aegis of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and cover 
specific awards made by the Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC) and 
the Higher Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC).  In addition, certain degrees 
awarded by University College Dublin and University of Limerick fulfil the criteria. 

I am advised by the Minister for Agriculture Food and the Marine and by Teagasc that as 
the course in question is not listed on Revenue Schedule SD2B (qualifications recognised for 
Stamp Duty Exemption) an applicant is allowed by Revenue to request Teagasc to ascertain if 
the course is equivalent to courses listed.

If Teagasc deems the qualification to be equivalent, it issues a letter of equivalence. In doing 
so Teagasc is required to certify to Revenue that the qualification corresponds to the qualifica-
tion listed on the Revenue SD2B schedule.  This requires Teagasc to examine the qualification 
in detail and ensure that it has appropriate agricultural production content, farm business plan-
ning and farm management and succession plan content. Not all agricultural qualifications have 
appropriate content.

Teagasc has a schedule of charges in this regard and the charges for assessing equivalence 
for a qualification obtained outside of the Republic of Ireland amounts to €150.

Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 206.

Tax Code

21/05/2013WRO02700291. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that would be 
raised for the Exchequer, based on the last full year of data, if the surcharge amount applied to 
late filing of tax returns was increased to 6% after one month and 12% after two months; the 
current interest rate on late returns; and the estimated return for the Exchequer if interest on 
late payments was applied to all returns and not left to the Revenue to decide on a case by case 
basis. [24347/13]

21/05/2013WRO02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the current rate of surcharge for late filing of both Income Tax and Corporation Tax 
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returns is 5% of the tax due  subject to a maximum of €12,695 where the return of income is de-
livered  before the expiry of 2 months from the specified return date for the chargeable period, 
or 10% of the amount of tax due subject to a maximum of €63,485, where the return  of income  
is not delivered before the expiry of 2 months from the specified return date for the chargeable 
period  2011 is the most recent full year of data available and for companies with an accounting 
period ending in 2011, 5,844 were charged a late filing surcharge, totalling, €1,700,816. 

In addition, 19,120 individuals were also surcharged for late filing, totalling €3,556,650

However, it is very difficult to estimate the impact on the Exchequer of a change in the rate 
of the surcharge. The surcharge is designed as a deterrent to encourage timely filings and pay-
ments, and compliance levels are positive.  The Irish self-assessment system ensures that there 
are tight controls in place for tax return filing and payment rates which are borne out by the 
2012 statistics for timeliness of 98% for large cases, 96% for medium cases and 82% for all 
other cases, across all taxes. 

With reference to the current interest rate on late returns, I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that late filing surcharges apply to late returns whereas interest is charged on late 
payments.  The current rates of interest on late payments are 8% per annum or 0.0219% per day, 
on overdue income, corporation or capital gains taxes and 10% per annum or 0.0274% per day 
in respect of overdue fiduciary taxes such as VAT and PAYE/PRSI.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that given the high levels of return filing and 
payment compliance that were achieved in 2012, the targeted application of interest charges to 
cases with the most serious compliance issues is a strategy that has worked extremely well for 
the Commissioners and has brought about a sustainable change in compliance behaviour in a 
large number of cases.  In addition, it fits with Revenue’s overall approach to compliance mat-
ters by deploying resources to the areas with the greatest risks and, the Commissioners further 
advise that applying interest charges in all cases of late payment would undermine what has 
been, on a consistent basis, a very successful compliance strategy. 

I fully support the balanced approach to collection by Revenue that tries to maximise volun-
tary compliance with a balanced approach to collection of arrears from businesses that run into 
temporary funding difficulties. Revenue’s care and management provisions are provided for in 
legislation and are an integral part of the tax administration system.

Question No. 292 answered with Question No. 206.

Home Repossession Rate

21/05/2013WRO03000293. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance in the context of fore-
closures by lending agencies in each of the past four years to date, the number of instances in 
respect of which the property or business was in negative equity; the number of instances where 
the property or business was known not to have been in negative equity; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24388/13]

21/05/2013WRO03100294. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the total number of house 
repossessions recorded in each of the past four years to date; the number of such properties 
deemed to have been in negative equity at the time of repossession; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24389/13]

21/05/2013WRO03200304. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if known, the extent, to 
which lending agencies have insured against bad debt; the extent to which any such insurance 
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has been monitored in the case of house or other property repossessions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24399/13]

21/05/2013WRO03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 293, 
294 and 304 together. 

The Central Bank has informed me that the number of PDH and buy-to-let properties taken 
into banks’ possession in each quarter since 2009 Q3 is available on the Central Bank’s website 
at http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/mortgagearrears/Pages/Data.aspx .

The Central Bank has also advised that it does not publish data on whether a property was 
in negative equity, or not in negative equity, at the time of repossession.

The Central Bank has also informed me that insurance against bad debts on credit portfolios 
is not the norm in the Republic of Ireland (ROI) market.  The level of repossessions of houses 
has been very low in the ROI marketplace as evidenced by the CBI quarterly publication on 
Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions. 

NAMA Portfolio Issues

21/05/2013WRO03400295. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if known, the extent to 
which house property disposed of by the National Assets Management Agency has been pur-
chased by first time buyers with a housing need, investors and/or syndicates; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24390/13]

21/05/2013WRO03500296. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which house 
properties disposed of by the National Assets Management Agency and purchased by investors 
or syndicates have been funded by borrowing to facilitate the investments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24391/13]

21/05/2013WRO03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 295 
and 296 together. 

NAMA’s role in relation to properties is, like a bank, that of a secured lender.  NAMA does 
not own nor does it sell properties securing its loans.  Rather, the sale of such properties is man-
aged by NAMA debtors or the receivers, if one is in place.

I am advised by NAMA that it does not have access to the data on purchasers of residential 
properties sold by NAMA debtors and receivers that the Deputy has sought.  However, the 
Deputy may be aware that purchasers of residential properties under NAMA’s 80/20 Deferred 
Payment Initiative, which has to date been made available in respect of over 400 properties and 
which the Agency expects to extend on a phased basis to 750 properties, must confirm that they 
are owner occupiers in order to the avail of the Initiative’s price protection.  In addition, NAMA 
has made over 4,000 houses and apartments available through the Housing Agency to local 
authorities and Approved Housing Bodies for social housing and is working in conjunction 
with the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and the Minister 
for Housing and Planning to ensure the greatest possible delivery of these properties for social 
housing in line with identified demand by the relevant local authority/AHB.

Furthermore, I am advised that NAMA does not have access to the investment goals or data 
on the sources of funding used by purchasers of properties.
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21/05/2013WRP00150EU Presidency Engagements

21/05/2013WRP00200297. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
has had discussions with his eurozone colleagues and the wider EU in the context of strategic 
investment to facilitate job creation throughout the European Union with particular reference 
to the need to generate growth, employment and achieve a reduction in welfare costs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [24392/13]

21/05/2013WRP00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): First and foremost, I wish to point out 
that growth and jobs is a key theme of the Irish Presidency of the European Union.   A number 
of initiatives are being implemented at EU level in order to boost growth.  I believe the cumula-
tive impact of all of these measures will be positive in terms of supporting economic activity in 
the EU at this difficult juncture.

For instance, Heads of State or Government in the EU agreed on a compact for growth and 
jobs at the European Council in June last year.  This involves action by both Member States 
themselves and at EU level in order to boost growth, investment and employment.

Measures to be implemented at the national level include the full implementation of the 
country-specific recommendations from the European Semester, including the pursuit of dif-
ferentiated and growth-friendly fiscal consolidation, the restoration of normal lending to the 
economy and the promotion of competitiveness.  At an EU level, policies to promote growth in-
clude a renewed emphasis on deepening the Single Market and reducing the regulatory burden.  
In addition, the recent EUR 10 billion increase in the European Investment Bank capital will 
allow the Bank to lend an additional EUR 60 billion to support growth and jobs and, together 
with the European Investment Fund, this will help to catalyse projects worth up to EUR 180 
billion in 2013-2015 across the EU.

Finally, considerable progress has been made at a euro area level to put the single currency 
on a more solid footing.  For instance, the establishment of the European Stability Mechanism 
and the ECB’s announcement of Outright Monetary Transactions have helped restore confi-
dence, while the enhanced system of governance will have a positive impact on economic activ-
ity and consequently on the labour market. 

21/05/2013WRP00350Economic Growth Rate

21/05/2013WRP00400298. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which eco-
nomic fundamentals have stabilised or improved through each EU member state, eurozone and 
non-eurozone, in each of the past three years to date; the extent to which this country continues 
to meet its targets in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24393/13]

21/05/2013WRP00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Economic activity in most EU Member 
States has been relatively subdued over the past year or so.  This reflects inter alia the effect on 
demand of private sector deleveraging, fiscal consolidation and poor confidence.   For the EU as 
a whole and for the euro area, economic weakness is projected to continue this year, with GDP 
projected to contract by 0.1 and 0.4 per cent respectively.  Within the euro area, GDP is forecast 
to decline this year in eight of the Member States.  The European Commission is anticipating a 
modest recovering of the EU economy in the second half of the year, with the recovery gaining 
momentum next year.

In relation to targets, I am assuming the Deputy is referring to the fiscal targets set under 
the excessive deficit procedure.  In this regard, some Member States may miss the deadline for 
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correcting their excessive deficits due to the weaker economic environment.  I would point out, 
however, that there is scope to extend the deadline for correction in circumstances where the 
headline deficit is affected by weaker-than-expected growth.  These matters will be dealt with 
by EU Finance Ministers in the coming months. 

21/05/2013WRP00550EU-IMF Programme of Support Negotiations

21/05/2013WRP00600299. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he is 
satisfied that Ireland will be in a position to exit the bailout programme on time; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24394/13]

21/05/2013WRP00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, we are 
now in the final year of our programme. The focus of Government is to achieve a successful exit 
from the Programme and a sustainable return to market based funding. We continue to meet the 
conditions set under the programme and our strong implementation record has been recognised 
by our external partners and has given confidence to the financial markets. We continue to move 
towards the goal of fully regaining durable and sustainable market access during 2013. The 
continuation of regular Treasury Bill auctions which recommenced last July, and our bond is-
sues to date are positive steps in this direction. The issue, in January 2013 of an existing 5-year 
bond in an amount of €2.5 billion at a yield of 3.32% and the issue in March 2013 of a new 
10-year bond at yield of 4.15%  is a clear demonstration of this progress.   Ireland will be the 
first country to exit an EU/IMF programme of this type. In this context, discussions on Ireland’s 
exit from the Programme took place during the recent 10th review mission and some further 
clarity on the possible options that might be available in terms of exit strategy was achieved.  
All options will be considered in the light of what is appropriate for Ireland. Evidently, this will 
require further consideration and no decisions have been taken to date by Government.  

Economic Competitiveness

21/05/2013WRP00725300. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which eco-
nomic competitiveness has been improved in the economy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24395/13]

21/05/2013WRP00737Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): After three successive years of contrac-
tion, the Irish economy returned to growth in 2011 and achieved a second successive year of 
growth in 2012.  GDP is projected to further increase by 1.3 per cent this year.

The recovery of the Irish economy will continue to be led by the exporting sector which is 
forecast to grow by 2.3 per cent in 2013.  This, in no small part, will be aided by the improve-
ments in price and cost competitiveness in recent years which are expected to continue into 
2013.

As a small, open economy that relies on trade and foreign direct investment, Ireland’s com-
petitiveness is a particularly important factor in providing economic growth and jobs.  The 
Government continues to take steps to support Ireland’s competitiveness.  This includes the 
Government’s commitment to the 12½ per cent rate of corporation tax and to maintaining and 
enhancing our pro-business environment.  As a result, Ireland continues to attract inward for-
eign direct investment with the highest net job creation from this investment in a decade re-
corded last year. 

Labour costs in Ireland, relative to those in our main competitors, have improved substan-



Questions - Written Answers

224

tially in recent years and are forecast to continue improving in the coming years.  For instance, 
the European Commission is forecasting that Ireland’s nominal unit labour costs will have im-
proved by 23 per cent relative to those in the euro area over the period 2008-2014.

Consumer prices are continuing to register modest increases in line with the pattern over the 
last few years.  The headline HICP rate of 0.5 per cent recorded in April is the lowest in over 
two years.  Five years of inflation at or below the euro area average is continuing to contribute 
to competitiveness gains.

Finally, strengthening competitiveness also involves implementing measures in other areas 
that have an effect on productivity.  Accordingly, the Government is continuing to implement a 
range of structural reforms across all sectors of the economy. 

21/05/2013WRP00750Credit Availability

21/05/2013WRP00800301. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which the 
borrowing requirements of small and medium enterprises in the manufacturing, service or re-
tail sectors have been met by the borrowing institutions in each of the past three years to date; 
whether an improvement in likely in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24396/13]

21/05/2013WRP00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Govern-
ment has imposed SME lending targets on the two domestic pillar banks for the three calendar 
years, 2011 to 2013. Each bank was required to sanction lending of at least €3 billion in 2011, 
€3.5 billion last year and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facilities to SMEs. Both 
banks have achieved their 2011 and 2012 targets.  The pillar banks are expected to lend to viable 
businesses in all sectors of the economy, including the manufacturing, service and retail sectors, 
and to address the needs of SMEs in financial difficulty. The Credit Review Office is available 
to assist businesses which have been refused credit. The Credit Review Office is currently over-
turning 55% of the refusal decisions referred to them and anyone who has been refused credit 
by the banks should avail of the services of the Office. 

Access to finance for SMEs is a key aspect of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013. It is the Gov-
ernment’s vision that all viable businesses operating in Ireland should have the opportunity to 
access sufficient finance to meet their enterprise needs in a manner that supports growth and 
employment in the economy. 

The SME State Bodies Group was established in 2012 to both develop key policy initiatives 
to support SME access to credit and other forms of finance, and to ensure their implementation. 
It has continued in 2013 to engage intensively in proactively addressing issues associated with 
SME funding and financing in conjunction with the relevant stakeholders through the SME 
Funding Consultation Committee.  My officials also meet frequently with additional stakehold-
ers who wish to contribute to policy development in relation to access to finance. 

The Government has taken a number of actions, particularly where SMEs have been refused 
credit, to improve the situation in relation to credit availability to SMEs. 

The Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee scheme addresses the situation where the SME is 
outside the risk appetite of the banks. This can arise because the SME’s lack of collateral or the 
banks’ lack of understanding of the business model, the market, the sector or the technology. 
The three main SME lenders are all participating in the Guarantee scheme. 

The Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme will provide loans of up to €25k to start-up, newly 
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established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, who have commer-
cially viable proposals that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks.  

  Question No. 302 answered with Question No. 163.

21/05/2013WRP01050Debt Relief

21/05/2013WRP01100303. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which there 
is recognition at ECB level of the need for an all-Europe response to debt repayment throughout 
member States with particular reference to the need for recognition of the ability of each mem-
ber State to meet its repayments without causing further damage to the respective economy of 
each country and the need to achieve separation of sovereign and banking debt; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24398/13]

21/05/2013WRP01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the ECB 
is an independent institution and I have no role in its deliberations.   As regards the capacity 
of individual Member States to repay their sovereign debt, there have been a number of posi-
tive developments at EU level in recent years.  For instance, retro-fitting the euro area with the 
necessary tools to make it commensurate with a monetary union has been a vital step forward.  
These governance reforms – including the reforms to the Stability and Growth Pact – will have 
a key role to play in containing fiscal imbalances in the future, and help to put the debt-to-GDP 
ratio on a downward trajectory, thereby improving the repayment capacity.

In addition, the establishment of an effective backstop – initially in the form of the EFSF 
/ EFSM and more recently in the ESM – provides, in appropriate circumstances, support to 
Member States in making the necessary economic and fiscal adjustments.

Another development relates to the creation of a banking union, which is a priority and 
which is also an important part of the necessary reforms at EU level.

In relation to whether or not initiatives such as Eurobonds are part of the solution, this is part 
of a wider debate at EU level on the future of EMU which is on-going.

Finally, I would recall that the Heads of State or Government stated in June last year that it 
is imperative to break the link between banking debt and sovereign debt, and work is on-going 
at EU level to achieve this. 

  Question No. 304 answered with Question No. 293.

21/05/2013WRP01350Economic Statistics

21/05/2013WRP01400305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent, if any, to 
which he and his Department have recognised any possible inflationary tendencies in the Irish 
economy; if any corrective steps are required to address any issues arising; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24401/13]

21/05/2013WRP01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): HICP inflation - the comparative mea-
surement of inflation across Europe - increased in Ireland by just 0.5 per cent year-on-year in 
April. This compares with an inflation rate of 1.2 per cent in the euro area as a whole. In fact, 
Irish inflation has now been below, or on par, with euro area inflation for every month since 
March 2008. This has led to significant cost competitiveness gains over this period, while also 
serving to protect real incomes.   Looking to the future, my Department expects inflation to 
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remain at modest rates for the next few years. Indeed, the European Commission expects Irish 
inflation rates to be below European rates in both 2013 and 2014.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRP01600306. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organisations under his Depart-
ment whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than one year 
old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and those of all such organisations 
whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending before 
May 2011.  [25022/13]

21/05/2013WRP01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The details requested by the Deputy are 
contained in the following table: 

Name of Body Details in respect of latest accounts laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas

National Treasury Management Agency  The most recent accounts laid before the 
Oireachtas were the Annual Report and 
Accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2011.  It is expected that the Annual Report 
and Accounts for the year ended 31 Decem-
ber 2012 will be published in July 2013

National Asset Management Agency The most recent annual accounts laid before 
the Oireachtas were the Annual Report and 
Accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2011.  Unaudited Quarterly Accounts and 
Section 55 NAMA Quarterly Reports have 
also been laid before the Oireachtas for 
each financial quarter of 2012.  The Annual 
Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2012 have been provided to the 
Minister and are expected to be published in 
the coming weeks.

 

Teachers’ Remuneration

21/05/2013WRP01800307. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ex-
amine the case involving an alleged administrative error regarding a teacher’s payroll (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23638/13]

21/05/2013WRP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The salary of the person re-
ferred to by the Deputy has been adjusted and arrears owed to him will be paid on the 6th June 
2013.

21/05/2013WRP01950Student Grant Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRP02000308. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
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son the full student maintenance and fees grant was not awarded to a person (details supplied) 
in County Monaghan in view of the fact that they were not able to get this information from 
Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23641/13]

21/05/2013WRP02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has had her application reviewed and a revised award letter issued on 2nd May 2013.

21/05/2013WRP02150Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

21/05/2013WRP02200309. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills what will 
happen to BTEC HND, higher level 6, NQF, courses and the two honours degree programmes, 
level 8 NQF, which account for over 60% of all programmes delivered in Ballyfermot College, 
Dublin, should specialised teaching staff be lost to the college as a result of the proposed change 
to the pupil teacher ratio. [23646/13]

21/05/2013WRP02300310. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether Ballyfermot College, Dublin, which has a world renowned reputation for developing 
highly specialised and innovative courses at the right level and duration for specified industries, 
can survive if continually restrained from developing and delivering the types of courses that it 
has derived so much success from. [23647/13]

21/05/2013WRP02400312. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
spond to fears that highly successful specialised courses that have been developed and run by 
Ballyfermot College, Dublin, will be jeopardised as a result of the college losing 10-12% of its 
teaching staff because of the proposed increase to the pupil teacher ratio. [23649/13]

21/05/2013WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 309, 310 and 312 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Ballyfermot College of Further Education (BCFE) is an ap-
proved Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) centre which is managed and funded by City of Dublin 
Vocational Educational Committee (CDVEC) from funding provided by my Department. Post 
Leaving Certificate Centres provide further education courses up to Level 6 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications (NFQ).  However, my Department has facilitated the provision by 
BCFE of two courses accredited by third level institutions at Level 8 on the NFQ for a number 
of years and continues to do so as an exceptional measure.

There is a need to ensure that further education resources are focused on the delivery of 
further education while at the same time maximising the progression opportunities for learners 
in further education to higher education.

In relation to the reduction in the PLC pupil teacher ratio VECs were invited to forward 
impact statements to my Department on the effect of this regression on their PLC provision.  A 
review of all impact statements received including one from CDVEC was conducted having 
regard to the need to operate within overall budgetary constraints and the Employment Control 
Framework.  Following this review some alleviation of the reduction in teaching posts is be-
ing allowed as a transitional measure.  As a result of this CDVEC has been allowed retain ten 
whole time equivalent teaching posts, that it was due to lose under the new pupil teacher ratio 
allocation, for the 2013/2014 academic year.  Further distribution of these posts to schools and 
colleges under its remit is a matter for CDVEC.
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21/05/2013WRP02550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2013WRP02600311. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
higher education students are ineligible for receiving maintenance grants and not afforded the 
same rights and privileges as students taking higher education courses in other colleges in the 
26 counties. [23648/13]

21/05/2013WRP02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under my Department’s stu-
dent grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding provided they are attending an ap-
proved course at an approved institution as defined in the scheme. Students who are attending 
undergraduate courses in an EU Member State, can apply for a maintenance grant in respect 
of an approved course which is being pursued in an approved institution. The student grant 
scheme does not extend to postgraduate courses pursued outside of Ireland.

The Student Support Act 2011 provides that the payment of tuition fees be limited to ap-
proved courses of higher education at an approved institution in the State, other than for excep-
tional provision in respect of approved postgraduate courses in Northern Ireland.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

  Question No. 312 answered with Question No. 309.

21/05/2013WRP02850Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2013WRP02900313. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has plans to build a new school in a new housing area that has been specifically zoned for a 
school (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23674/13]

21/05/2013WRP03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in June of 2011, I announced that 20 new primary schools and 20 new post primary schools are 
to be established up to 2017 across a number of locations to cater for increasing demographics. 
This announcement did not include a proposal to establish any new schools in the area referred 
to by the Deputy.  My Department will continue to monitor enrolments in all areas, including 
the area in question, to ensure that there is sufficient school accommodation to meet any pro-
jected future demand.

21/05/2013WRP03050School Patronage

21/05/2013WRP03100314. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
the patronage of Educate Together for the promised second level school in Balbriggan in 2016. 
[23695/13]

21/05/2013WRP03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Applications for patronage 
of the new post primary schools to be established in 2015 and 2016 are currently being sought 
by my Department from prospective patrons.  Details of the arrangements for patronage of new 
schools and the criteria for deciding on patronage for them are available on my Department’s 
website, www.education.ie.  The arrangements in question will apply to all prospective patron 



21 May 2013

229

bodies including Educate Together.

21/05/2013WRP03250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

21/05/2013WRP03300315. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a reader as-
sistant will be approved for a student (details supplied) in County Laois sitting their leaving 
certificate examination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23713/13]

21/05/2013WRP03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): State Examinations Commis-
sion has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations.

The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations in 
the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted by schools 
on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme are available for downloading from their 
website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.  In view of this I have 
forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

21/05/2013WRP03450Teacher Training Provision

21/05/2013WRP03500316. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update in the Higher Education Authority’s advice in relation to a college (details 
supplied) in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23720/13]

21/05/2013WRP03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the HEA was requested to prepare a plan on how to implement the recommendations made by 
an international panel of experts on possible new structures to improve initial teacher education 
in Ireland, and to consult with the relevant colleges in doing so. This process is ongoing and the 
HEA provide me with progress reports on the matter from time to time.

As reconfiguring the structures is a complex task, there are a number of issues to resolve and 
negotiate. I understand that the college concerned is engaged with the HEA on the matter and I 
do not plan to make further comment in relation to individual colleges at this point.

21/05/2013WRQ00150Schools Building Contractors

21/05/2013WRQ00200317. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
detail, for each of the past four years, the number of schools that have had building contracts 
terminated prior to the schools completion; the reasons for the termination of the contracts; the 
expense incurred by his Department in seeking new tenders in each case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23724/13]

21/05/2013WRQ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the past four years, the 
contractor’s obligation to complete the works was terminated on ten major school building proj-
ects.  The difficulties encountered on nine of these projects related to contractor insolvencies.  
The termination of the contractor’s obligation to complete the works on the tenth project was 
due to the contractor’s default.  There was a bond in place for each of the ten projects.  The bond 
is used to cover costs that would otherwise accrue to the Employer (i.e. the Department, School, 
VEC etc.) on foot of a contractor’s failure to complete the works.  As such the Employer’s fi-
nancial exposure is generally minimal.  Negotiations are ongoing with regard to a number of 
these projects and in some cases the full cost of re-tendering and completion of the works is not 
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yet known.  The Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to release commercially sensitive 
cost information which is currently the subject of negotiations.  To do so would undermine the 
Department’s position with regard to such negotiations.

For the Deputy’s ease of reference I am supplying details of the ten projects. 

County Roll Number School Name Year in which 
issue arose

Reason for Re-
tender 

Kilkenny 61580P Loreto Second-
ary School, 
Granges Road*

2012 Insolvency 
Event 

Kildare 17674B SN Aine Naofa, 
Ard Cloc, Straf-
fan 

2012 Termination due 
to Contractors 
Default 

Dublin City 20139T Inchicore NS, 
Sarsfield Road, 
Dublin 10

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Dun Laoghaire  
Rathdown

70030E Senior College, 
Dún Laoghaire, 
Eblana Avenue, 
Dún Laoghaire, 
Co Dublin 

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Galway City 62970K Coláiste Iognáid 
SJ Bothar na 
Mara

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Limerick 13026P Kilfinane Na-
tional School 

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Limerick City 64201T Ardscoil Ris, 
North Circular 
Rd, Limerick

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Roscommon 65100S Scoil Mhuire, 
Strokestown, Co 
Roscommon

2011 Insolvency 
Event 

Offaly 17523D SN Cronain 
Naofa, Droma-
keenan

2010 Insolvency 
Event 

Kildare 17662R Scoil Bhride NS 
, Kill 

2009 Insolvency 
Event

21/05/2013WRQ00350Schools Building Contractors

21/05/2013WRQ00400318. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm if contractors who have failed to complete a school building contract in the past have been 
awarded other school building contracts; if there are future sanctions imposed on contractors 
who fail to complete a school building contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23725/13]

21/05/2013WRQ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the past 4 years, in the vast 
majority of cases where a contractor failed to complete a major school building project this was 
due to insolvency issues; the contractors in question ceased to trade.  Only one termination was 
due to issues not related to insolvency.  The contractor in question has not been successful in 
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any tender competitions for major school building contracts since the termination date.  There 
are many reasons why a public works contract may be terminated and these are complex; due 
process has to be followed in each case.  School building projects are tendered in line with 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines and public procurement procedures; 
these do not currently provide for sanctions where a previous contract has been terminated.

21/05/2013WRQ00550Special Educational Needs Staffing

21/05/2013WRQ00600319. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County Wexford was refused a special needs assistant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23805/13]

21/05/2013WRQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants (SNAs) to schools.  SNAs are allocated to schools in order to provide for the care needs 
of children with special educational needs attending such schools.   The NCSE operates within 
my Department’s established criteria for the allocation of Special Education supports and the 
staffing resources available to my Department.

I wish to advise the Deputy that SNAs are not allocated to individual pupils.  The NCSE al-
locates a quantum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the care needs 
of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care 
needs of the children.  It is a matter for schools to then allocate and manage these resources to 
assist children as their needs arise.

All schools were advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA support for 
the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013.  The NCSE are currently processing these ap-
plications and schools will be notified by SENOs of their resource teaching and SNA allocation 
for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school year, based on the number of valid applications 
received.  All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the 
contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRQ00800320. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed in-
dividually by each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his Department, 
for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23814/13]

21/05/2013WRQ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table sets out 
the relevant details of payments made by this Department in respect of both Foreign and Do-
mestic Travel and Subsistence to each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in the 
period 2005 to March 2011, as requested by the Deputy.

Foreign and Domestic Travel & Subsistence payments made to Department of Educa-
tion & Skills Ministers, Ministers of State and Secretary Generals in the period 2005 to 
March 2011*
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Ministers  - 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  March 
2011

Total

Noel Demp-
sey T.D.

Foreign 
T&S

   939.25  -    -    -    -    -    -   939.25 

- Domestic 
T&S

  -    -    -    -    -    -    -  -   

 - Total Paid    939.25  -    -    -    -    -    -   939.25 

Many Hanafin 
T.D.

Foreign 
T&S

 3,755.12     
5,338.48 

    3,038.71     
3,716.92 

 -    -    -  15,849.23 

- Domestic 
T&S

 -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -   

- Total Paid  3,755.12     
5,338.48 

    3,038.71     
3,716.92 

 -    -    -   15,849.23 

Batt O’Keeffe 
T.D.

Foreign 
T&S

 -   -    -   1098.61 552.42 813.42  -   2,464.45 

 - Domestic 
T&S

 -   -  - 493.87 469.51 652.82  - 1,616.20 

- Total Paid  -   -    -       
1,592.48 

 1,021.93 1,466.24  -  4,080.65 

Mary Coughlan 
T.D.  

Foreign 
T&S

 -   -    -    -    -    -    -    -   

(Tánaiste) Domestic 
T&S

 -   -    -    -    -   515.61  112.46 628.07 

- Total Paid  -   -    -    -    -   515.61  112.46 628.07 

Ministers of 
State

 - 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  March 
2011

Total

Síle DeValera 
T.D.

Foreign 
T&S

 4,594.89   651.97  -    -    -    -    -    5,246.86 

- Domestic 
T&S

 21,910.45   
16,054.64 

    8,167.45  -    -    -    -    46,132.54 

- Total Paid  26,505.34   
16,706.61 

    8,167.45  -    -    -    -    51,379.40 

Sean Haughey 
T.D.

Foreign 
T&S

 -    -    -      364.46         
532.81 

  323.73  -    1,221.00 

- Domestic 
T&S

 -  -   14,640.38   
16,335.38 

  16,519.80   
12,965.07 

  1,121.15  61,581.78 

- Total Paid  -    -     14,640.38   
16,699.84 

  17,052.61   
13,288.80 

  1,121.15  62,802.78 

Secretaries 
General

- 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total

John Dennehy Foreign 
T&S

 6,730.00  -    -    -    -    -    -    6,730.00 

- Domestic 
T&S

  276.44  -    -    -    -    -    -    276.44 

- Total Paid  7,006.44  -    -    -    -    -    -    7,006.44 

Brigid McMa-
nus

Foreign 
T&S

 -       
1,450.38 

 -    -    -    -    -     1,450.38 

- Domestic 
T&S

 -       
1,789.54 

    3,774.85 684.29 454.29 328.69  -    7,031.66 

- Total Paid  -       
3,239.92 

    3,774.85   684.29  454.29  328.69  -    8,482.04 

Note: Amounts shown for each year relate to payments made in that year but may refer to 
T&S expenses incurred in a previous year.

21/05/2013WRQ00950Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRQ01000321. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in his 
Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in 
each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[23830/13]

21/05/2013WRQ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table sets out 
the details staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State of this Department and associ-
ated relevant costs, including Travel and Subsistence payments made in each year, in the period 
2005 to March 2011, as requested by the Deputy. 

Domestic 
Travel & 
Subsistence 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  March 
2011

 Minister 
Many Hanafin 
(T.D.) 

 Special 
Adviser 

       326.89        467.12       432.86    1,375.72                                     

 Press Officer     2,719.47     3,012.10    1,033.52    1,710.06                                                   

 Personal 
Secretary* 

                                                         

 Personal As-
sistant 

                                                                                                         

 Personal As-
sistant 

                                       

 Minister Batt 
O’Keeffe 
(T.D.) 

 Special 
Adviser 

                                                                           776.28                               

 Special 
Adviser 

                                                       2,412.24    7,031.38    1,423.86 

 Personal 
Secretary 

                                                                                                                      

 Personal As-
sistant 

                                                                                                                      

 An Tanáiste 
Mary Cough-
lan (T.D.) 

 Special 
Adviser 

                                                                                128.99 

 Special 
Adviser 

                                                                             762.18        50.82 

 Press Adviser                                                           7,070.47      761.13 

 Personal 
Secretary 

                                                                                                                      

 Personal As-
sistant 

                                      1,493.09      842.89 

 Minister of 
State Síle 
DeValera 
(T.D.) 

 Personal As-
sistant 

         35.85          81.05                                                                                   

 Civilian 
Driver 1 

  11,916.84   14,353.44       570.27                                                                   

 Civilian 
Driver 2 

  14,371.63   15,185.11                                                                                 

 Minister of 
State Seán 
Haughey 
(T.D.) 

 Personal 
Secretary** 

                                                                                                                     

 Personal 
Secretary 
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Domestic 
Travel & 
Subsistence 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  March 
2011

 Personal As-
sistant 

                                                                                                                     

 Civilian 
Driver 1 

                                      6,382.81    6,732.35    6,654.54    4,993.31   1,620.80 

 Civilian 
Driver 2 

                                       7,279.73    6,799.74    5,664.89    5,472.07   1,251.09 

 Total Paid   29,370.68   33,098.82  15,699.19  19,030.11  20,127.09  21,214.98   4,655.72 

Note: Payments listed are the total amounts paid within the dates specified. In a small num-
ber of cases may refer to costs relating to a previous year.

Personal Secretary* Left in 2005. Replaced by Personal Assistant

Personal Secretary** Left in 2008. Replaced by Personal Secretary

Foreign 
Travel & 
Subsistence 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  March 2011

 Minister 
Many Hana-
fin (T.D.) 
 Special 
Adviser 

       
794.79 

       263.49       655.53                                                                 

 Press Of-
ficer 

       
414.31 

       239.67       264.83    1,187.16                                                 

 Personal 
Secretary* 

                                                                                                                       

 Personal 
Assistant 

                                                                                                                        

 Personal 
Assistant 

                                                                                                                   

 Minis-
ter Batt 
O’Keeffe 
(T.D.) 
 Special 
Adviser 

                                                                                                                     

 Special 
Adviser 

                                                         813.50       292.00                                

 Personal 
Secretary 

                                                                                                                      

 Personal 
Assistant 

                                                                                                                     

 An Tanáiste 
Mary 
Coughlan 
(T.D.) 
 Special 
Adviser 

                                                                                                                   

 Special 
Adviser 

                                                                               219.38               

 Press Ad-
viser 

                                                                                                                     

 Personal 
Secretary 
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Foreign 
Travel & 
Subsistence 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  March 2011

 Personal 
Assistant 

                                                                                                                  

 Minister of 
State Síle 
DeValera 
(T.D.) 
 Personal 
Assistant 

                                                                     

 Civilian 
Driver 1 

                                                                      

 Civilian 
Driver 2 

                                                    

 Minister of 
State Seán 
Haughey 
(T.D.) 
 Personal 
Secretary** 

                                   

 Personal 
Secretary 

                                                                                                                     

 Personal 
Assistant 

                                                                                                            

 Civilian 
Driver 1 

                                                                                                            

 Civilian 
Driver 2 

                                                                                                             

Total Paid     
1,209.10 

       503.16    920.36    2,000.66       292.00       219.38                 

Note: Payments listed are the total amounts paid within the dates specified. In a small num-
ber of cases may refer to costs relating to a previous year.

21/05/2013WRQ01150Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2013WRQ01200322. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the plans for a new buildings at a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23871/13]

21/05/2013WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  In 
October 2012, the Department authorised the project to proceed to Stage 2b which includes 
applications for Planning Permission, Fire Safety Certificate, Disability Access Certificate and 
the preparation of tender documents.  Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital 
budget, imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of addi-
tional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible 
to include this project in the five year construction programme announced last year.  Schools 
which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which were  previ-
ously initiated will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the pos-
sibility of further funds being available to the Department in future years.  The building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy remains available to be considered for progression in 
this context.
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21/05/2013WRQ01350Adult Literacy and Numeracy Strategy

21/05/2013WRQ01400323. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
clude a specific commitment in the Further Education and Training Bill 2013 to develop a 
national adult literacy and numeracy strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23874/13]

21/05/2013WRQ01500325. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider amending the Further Education and Training Bill 2013 to include an adult literacy and 
numeracy strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23883/13]

21/05/2013WRQ01600342. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will priori-
tise adult literacy in 2013; and the reason it is excluded from the Further Education and Training 
Bill 2013.  [24039/13]

21/05/2013WRQ01700361. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an adult literacy and numeracy strategy; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24382/13]

21/05/2013WRQ01800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 323, 325, 342 and 361 together.

I recognise that further education and training as it is currently delivered covers a broad 
spectrum that ranges from basic adult literacy and numeracy courses to courses that are certi-
fied at level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications.  Section 9 of the Bill 
provides that SOLAS, once established, will prepare and submit, to the Minister, a strategy in 
respect of further education and training.  The issue of including a provision in the Bill for the 
development of a national adult literacy and numeracy strategy was raised at Dáil Committee 
Stage.  I have asked officials in the Department to give consideration to this matter in advance 
of Report Stage in the Dáil in coming weeks.

21/05/2013WRQ01850Site Acquisitions

21/05/2013WRQ01900324. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide an update on the purchase of a site for a new primary school (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23882/13]

21/05/2013WRQ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that officials from my Department have been working closely for some time now with officials 
from Wicklow County Council in relation to acquiring a suitable site for the delivery of school 
accommodation in the area referred to by him.  I am pleased to advise the Deputy that agree-
ment in principle, subject to contract, has been reached in relation to a suitable site which will 
cater not only for the school referred to by him but also for other accommodation needs in the 
area.  Contracts are awaited at present in relation to the site.  The Deputy will be aware that the 
project to deliver the new school building for the school referred to is included in the 5 year 
Building Programme which I announced in 2012.

  Question No. 325 answered with Question No. 323.

21/05/2013WRQ02150Traveller Community Issues

21/05/2013WRQ02200326. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the fact that in February 2013 the Children’s Rights Alliance awarded the Government a grade 
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E for its unacceptable performance on issues affecting Traveller children in its annual report; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23991/13]

21/05/2013WRQ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have noted the comments of 
the Children’s Rights Alliance in its Report Card 2013 in relation to children who are members 
of the Travelling Community.  I understand that although the Children’s Rights Alliance con-
sulted with other groups on the content of the Report Card relating to Traveller children, it did 
not consult with my Department in relation to developments concerning Traveller education.  
My Department would be keen to be consulted on future occasions in order to ensure a balance 
in the commentary as well as a currency of information.

This Government, through its various interventions in the education sector, is committed 
to improved retention rates, better learning experiences and improved outcomes for all chil-
dren, including children who are members of the Travelling community.  Recorded Traveller 
participation rates in education in recent years show an increase.  In the 2004/05 school year, 
approximately 1,850 Traveller pupils aged between thirteen and eighteen (inclusive) were re-
corded as enrolled in post-primary schools and this increased to 2,698 in 2011/12 school year.  
The majority of Traveller students transfer from primary to post-primary education.  Participa-
tion rates in the junior cycle have steadily improved from 1,598 Traveller students recorded in 
2004/05 to 1,898 in the 2011/12 school year.  The number of Travellers progressing to senior 
cycle has consistently improved in recent years from 260 in 2004/05 to 800 in 2011/12.  Some 
25% of young Travellers leave mainstream post-primary education, before completion of the 
senior cycle.

Current policy in relation to Traveller education is underpinned by the Report and Recom-
mendations for a Traveller Education Strategy which was launched in 2006, following wide 
ranging consultation with relevant stakeholders including Traveller representative groups.  The 
Strategy covers, in a very comprehensive manner, aspects of Traveller Education from pre-
school right through to further and higher education within a lifelong learning context.  The 
principle of inclusion is at the core of the Strategy and, accordingly, the focus of both current 
and future provision is on the development of a more inclusive school environment through the 
whole school planning process, teaching practice, admissions policies, codes of behaviour and 
whole school evaluation.  In keeping with this principle, additional resources provided in the 
education system are allocated on the basis of individual educational need rather than that of 
ethnic or cultural background.  Implementation of the Strategy is undertaken by the Department 
of Education and Skills in consultation with representatives of the Traveller community through 
the Traveller Education Strategy Advisory and Consultative Forum.

21/05/2013WRQ02350School Enrolments

21/05/2013WRQ02400327. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
a submission regarding a school that operates under Church of Ireland management; his view 
of the cultural and local roles of such schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23994/13]

21/05/2013WRQ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government recognises 
that small schools are an important part of the social fabric of rural communities.  They will 
continue to be a feature of our education landscape.  As part of the Budget 2012 decisions, the 
number of pupils required to gain and retain a classroom teaching post in small primary schools 
is being gradually increased between September 2012 and September 2014.  During this period 
the pupil threshold for a 2-classroom school is being increased to 20 pupils.  In these extremely 
challenging times, all public servants are being asked to deliver our public services on a reduced 
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level of resources and teachers in small schools cannot be immune from this requirement.  The 
phasing of these measures can provide the schools concerned with time to consider the potential 
for amalgamation with other schools where this is feasible. If amalgamations do take place, they 
will be voluntary and follow decisions taken by local communities and not by the Department.

How best to sustain provision for widely dispersed and small Protestant communities does 
present as a particular challenge especially in any locality where enrolment in their schools is 
declining to single figures and amalgamation is not an option because there is no other school 
nearby. The Government is intent in fostering pluralism in school provision.  Supporting minor-
ity churches in maintaining their schools is part of that policy.

A Value for Money examination of small schools is being carried out and my Department 
expects to publish the analysis and findings in the near future.  I hope that this report will foster 
constructive engagement both in the Oireachtas and among all interested parties in looking at 
the challenges ahead and how best to make provision for primary education in rural and dis-
persed communities.

My Department and I will continue to engage with the relevant education sector stakehold-
ers, including the Church of Ireland, in relation to education provision for all areas.  In addition 
to this my Department has expanded the existing appeals process so that it is accessible to the 
schools that are affected by the budget measure.  In this regard small schools will not lose their 
classroom post if they are projecting sustainable increased enrolments in September 2013 that 
would be sufficient to allow them to retain their existing classroom posts over the longer term.  
The detailed arrangements in relation to the appeals process are set in the Department’s Staff-
ing Circular 0013/2013. The Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its 
decision is final.

21/05/2013WRQ02550Schools Inspections

21/05/2013WRQ02600328. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the annual 
budget spent on employing school inspectors at primary and post-primary level; if he will list 
in tabular form the number of inspectors employed by his Department on an annual basis; and 
if he will provide a breakdown of their salary scales.  [24015/13]

21/05/2013WRQ02700329. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a breakdown of his Department’s annual spend to maintain the school inspectorate system 
at primary and post primary level. [24016/13]

21/05/2013WRQ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 328 and 329 together.

In 2012 my Department spent €11.635m on the Department’s School Inspectorate Division 
comprising of €10.64m on salary costs, €0.84m on travel and subsistence and €155,000 on 
training and development.  The following tabular statement gives details of the current staffing 
cohort at the Inspectorate together with the payscales applicable from the 1st, January 2010.  It 
also provides details of the grade structure and staffing numbers within the Schools Inspectorate 
Division at the Department of Education & Skills.

Grade Full Time Equivalent Whole Time Equivalent*
Chief Inspector 1 1
Deputy Chief Inspector 1 1
Assistant Chief Inspector 8 8
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Grade Full Time Equivalent Whole Time Equivalent*
Senior Post Primary Inspec-
tor

23 22.8

Divisional Inspector (Pri-
mary)

24 23.8

Post Primary Inspector 33 32.5
Primary District Inspector 34 34
Total 124 123.1
* The Whole Time Equivalent takes into account staff members that are availing of work 

sharing arrangements.

21/05/2013WRQ02850Academic Year

21/05/2013WRQ02900330. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation has been given to increasing the academic year to a third semester; and the potential sav-
ings to be accrued from implementing such a measure. [24017/13]

21/05/2013WRQ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Individual higher education 
institutions have autonomous responsibility for the management of their academic programmes 
and staff resources.  As far as my Department is aware neither Universities nor Institutes of 
Technology are planning to increase the academic year to a third semester and therefore no 
estimate is available of any potential savings that might be accrued from implementing such 
a measure.  As indicated to the Deputy previously, under the Croke Park Agreement revised 
contract hours were agreed for lecturers which has brought about the delivery of in excess of 
250,000 extra lecturing hours annually.  Based on the most conservative figures for hourly pay 
rates, the total cost if those extra hours were paid for would be in the order of €21.25 million 
annually.  My Department is continuing to work to ensure that further efficiency measures are 
achieved within the higher education sector.

21/05/2013WRQ03050Teachers’ Remuneration

21/05/2013WRQ03100331. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the savings 
that would be made if an annual salary cap of €100,000 were applied to the wages of all teach-
ing staff, third level lecturers and all other personnel employed by his Department.  [24018/13]

21/05/2013WRQ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The specific information re-
quested by the Deputy is not available.  However, public sector numbers returns are made on a 
quarterly basis. As at 31 March 2013 (end Q1 2013) there were 93,624 whole-time equivalent 
staff employed in the Education sector.  This figure includes civil servants and staff employed 
in NCSAs (Non commercial state agencies) that come under the aegis of the Department of 
Education and Skills.  The following table provides details of the number of staff who come 
under the aegis of the Department of Education and Skills with whole-time equivalent earnings 
of €100,000 and above. 

Whole-time equivalent Salary Ranges - € Number of whole-time equivalent staff
€100,001 - €125,000 908
€125,001 - €150,000 486
€150,001 - €200,000 76
€200,001 - €250,000 98
€250,001 - €300,000 1
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Whole-time equivalent Salary Ranges - € Number of whole-time equivalent staff
Over €300,000 0
Total 1,569

21/05/2013WRQ03250Third Level Fees

21/05/2013WRQ03300332. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total amount 
spent by the State in subsidising third level fees for the 2012-13 academic year.  [24019/13]

21/05/2013WRQ03400Minister for Education and Skills  (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
under the terms of my Department’s free fees schemes the Exchequer meets the cost of tuition 
fees in respect of eligible students who are pursuing full-time undergraduate courses of study 
as set out in the schemes.  My Department allocates recurrent funding to the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA) for direct disbursement to the HEA institutions.  The HEA allocates this grant 
to institutions for free fees and core grant funding and other specific earmarked initiatives. Final 
claims in respect of free fees for the current academic year have not yet been received by the 
HEA however the estimated cost to the Exchequer is some €380 million for this academic year.

21/05/2013WRQ03450Energy Schemes

21/05/2013WRQ03500333. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
fully implement the national energy efficiency action plan; and the estimated savings should 
these measures be applied to all school buildings.  [24020/13]

21/05/2013WRQ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Ireland’s second National Energy Efficiency Action plan (NEEAP) was published by the Min-
ister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources earlier this year.  The Department 
of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) has responsibility for overall 
implementation of the plan and chairs the Cross-Departmental group tasked with ensuring that 
all the actions contained in the plan are delivered.

In terms of energy efficiency in educational buildings, for the past fifteen years the Planning 
and Building Unit of my Department have been using a process called the DART approach to 
develop sustainability and energy efficiency.  This acronym focuses on four key areas, namely; 
Design, Awareness, Research and Technology.  The policy is informed by the Building Unit 
Professional and Technical staff, driven by its technical guidance documents and updated by 
continued energy research and development.

My Department is at the forefront of design with respect to sustainable energy efficiency 
(including water conservation and efficiency) in school buildings and this performance has 
been recognised at both national and international level with sustainable energy awards for 
excellence in Design and Specification.  In conjunction with Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI), my Department has developed an “Energy in Education” website www.ener-
gyineducation.ie which I launched in October 2012.  The website is designed to help school 
boards of management, principals, teachers, administrators, caretaking staff, pupils and parents 
to improve energy use practices and to reduce school operating costs along with helping to 
protect the environment for future generations.  The principles of NEEAP supports the energy 
efficiency programme and approach of the Department of Education & Skills both in new build 
and with existing schools that saw significant investment through the Energy Efficiency Insula-
tion Scheme 2009, the Water Conservation Scheme 2010 and the Summer works schemes.
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DCENR and SEAI have responsibility to collate all energy consumption data for the public 
sector and are presently testing the system that will facilitate this.  The data obtained from this 
process will help formulate energy upgrades to existing building stocks.  In parallel with this 
DCENR and SEAI are working on a National Energy Services Framework to be published 
shortly which will facilitate the development of an energy performance contracting (EPC) mod-
el for the upgrade of existing buildings; it is envisaged that this process will help identify the 
proposed models for delivery relating to schools.

21/05/2013WRQ03650Departmental Staff Remuneration

21/05/2013WRQ03700334. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of personnel working within his Department and FÁS who 
received an annual take-home pay based on salary and allowances that exceeded €100,000 an-
nually in the 2012-13 academic year.  [24021/13]

21/05/2013WRQ03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are no officials on the 
payroll at my Department or FÁS that are in receipt of an annual take home salary that exceeds 
€100,000.

21/05/2013WRQ03850Third Level Staff Remuneration

21/05/2013WRQ03900335. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of third level lecturers who receive an annual take-home pay 
based on salary and allowances that exceeded €100,000 annually in the 2011-12 academic year.  
[24022/13]

21/05/2013WRQ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The specific information re-
quested by the Deputy is not collected by my Department.  However, the following table in-
cludes details of the number of staff who come under the aegis of the Department of Education 
and Skills with whole-time equivalent earnings of €100,000 and above.

Whole-time equivalent Salary Ranges - € Number of whole-time equivalent staff
€100,001 - €125,000 908
€125,001 - €150,000 486
€150,001 - €200,000 76
€200,001 - €250,000 98
€250,001 - €300,000 1
Over €300,000 0
Total 1,569

21/05/2013WRQ04050Teachers’ Remuneration

21/05/2013WRQ04100336. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of teachers who receive an annual gross pay that exceeded 
€100,000 annually in the 2011/12 academic year. [24023/13]

21/05/2013WRQ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is in the following table.
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NUMBERS OF TEACHERS WITH AN ANNUAL GROSS PAY IN EXCESS OF €100,000 
2011/12 SCHOOL YEAR

PRIMARY POST PRIMARY VOLUN-
TARY  SECONDARY & 
COMMUNITY/COMPRE-
HENSIVE SCHOOLS

VEC

0 260 111

Notes

The numbers provided above relate to the number of people paid in these ranges and not 
their whole time equivalents i.e. A job-sharer is counted as one person not half a person.

The figures above exclude casual employees.

21/05/2013WRR00150Fee Paying Schools

21/05/2013WRR00200337. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the amount paid in State subsidies to fee charging schools for the 2012/13 
academic year. [24024/13]

21/05/2013WRR00325Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the Deputy in respect of gross salary paid to teachers, Special Needs Assistants and Clerical 
Officers for the current school year 2012/2013 is not available.  I set out below the details for 
the academic year 2011/2012.  The information in respect of capital expenditure for the current 
school year 2012/2013 is not available.  This information is available on a financial year basis 
only.  I set out below the details for the financial year 2012.  

ALL FEE PAYING SCHOOLS GROSS SALARY COSTS 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

School No. School Ad-
dress

 Total Gross 
Teachers  

Total Gross 
Clerical Of-
ficers 

Total Gross 
SNAs 

60030V Blackrock 
College

Blackrock Co Dublin 3,734,426 46,028.92 55829.410

60040B Willow Park 
School

Rock Road Blackrock 756,830 28523.290

60090Q Rathdown 
School

Glenageary Co Dublin 1,300,052

60100Q Castleknock 
College

Castleknock Dublin 15 2,027,419 90637.40

60120W Mount Sack-
ville Second-
ary School

Chapelizod Dublin 20 2,136,738 82749.640

60130C Loreto Abbey 
Secondary 
School

Dalkey Co Dublin 2,371,962

60140F Mount Anville 
Secondary 
School

Mount Anville 
Rd

Dublin 14 2,314,053 24603.450

60160L Notre Dame 
Secondary 
School

Upper Church-
town Road

Dublin 14 923,422 25147.510
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School No. School Ad-
dress

 Total Gross 
Teachers  

Total Gross 
Clerical Of-
ficers 

Total Gross 
SNAs 

60180R Christian 
Brothers Col-
lege

Monkstown 
Park

Dun Laoghaire 1,936,503 53120.390

60240J Loreto College 
Foxrock

Foxrock Dublin 18 2,346,248 38,674.37 59244.670

60250M Holy Child 
Secondary 
School

Military Road Killiney, Co. 
Dublin

1,206,651

60260P St Joseph Of 
Cluny

Bellevue Park, 
Ballinclea Rd.

Killiney, Co. 
Dublin

1,492,873 85650.950

60272W The Kings 
Hospital

Palmerstown Dublin 20 2,775,971 46,028.92 70749.220

60320H St Columba’s 
College

Whitechurch Dublin 16 1,196,692 157949.790

60321J Rockbrook 
Park School

Edmondstown 
Road

Rathfarnham 474,368 30221.840

60340N Loreto High 
School

Beaufort Grange Rd., 
Dublin 14

2,295,090 34447.890

60381E Sutton Park 
School

St Fintans 
Road

Sutton 1,331,568 25487.650

60520P Belvedere Col-
lege S.J

6 Great Den-
mark Street

Dublin 1 3,608,121 46,028.92 75754.530

60530S Gonzaga Col-
lege

Sandford Road Ranelagh 2,253,549

60540V Catholic Uni-
versity School

89 Lower Lee-
son Street

Dublin 2 1,612,135

60560E St Marys Col-
lege

Rathmines Dublin 6 1,657,177

60561G St Michaels 
College

Ailesbury 
Road

Dublin 4 2,104,597 28526.280

60570H Terenure Col-
lege

Templeogue 
Road

Terenure 2,715,310 34121.850

60590N St Conleths 
College

28 Clyde Road Ballsbridge 1,019,781

60630W St Killians 
Deutsche 
School

 Roebuck Road 
Clonskeagh

Dublin 14 1,392,724

60640C Sandford Park 
School Ltd

Sandford Road Ranelagh 1,060,377 28526.280

60650F St Andrews 
College

Booterstown 
Ave

Blackrock 3,818,816 135833.010

60660I St Patricks 
Cathedral G.S

St Patricks 
Close

Dublin 8 694,694

60670L The High 
School

Zion Road Rathgar 2,785,895 87647.20

60820E Loreto College 53 St Stephens 
Green

Dublin 2 2,141,803 29647.410

60892G The Teresian 
School

12 Stillorgan 
Road

Donnybrook 794,526

60910F Alexandra 
College

Milltown Dublin 6 2,079,424 40,072.48 31564.590

60930L Rosemont 
School

Temple Road Blackrock 383,001

61010U Wesley Col-
lege

Ballinteer Dublin 16 3,433,035 122795.080
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School No. School Ad-
dress

 Total Gross 
Teachers  

Total Gross 
Clerical Of-
ficers 

Total Gross 
SNAs 

61020A Stratford Col-
lege

1 Zion Road 
Rathgar

Dublin 6 824,916 30741.520

61080S Royal School 
Cavan

College Street Cavan 1,103,981 115051.430

61570M Kilkenny Col-
lege

Castlecomer 
Road

Kilkenny 3,138,337 43,563.09 35207.990

61680T Newbridge 
College

Newbridge Co. Kildare 3,050,863 67472.20

61720F Clongowes 
Wood College

Naas Co Kildare 1,720,782

61811I St Gerard’s 
School

Thornhill Road Bray 1,796,359

62060R Bandon Gram-
mar School

Bandon Co Cork 2,232,488 112519.570

62370J Midleton Col-
lege

Midleton Co Cork 1,409,609 25147.510

62520C Christian 
Brothers Col-
lege

Sidney Hill Wellington 
Road, Cork

2,972,163 8267.730

62570R Presentation 
Brothers Col-
lege

The Mardyke Cork 2,629,206

62690E Scoil Mhuire 2 Sidney Place Wellington 
Road, Cork

1,602,517 11617.370

63870L Drogheda 
Grammar 
School

Mornington 
Rd

Drogheda 1,168,521 76655.560

63920A Dundalk 
Grammar 
School

Dundalk Co Louth 2,220,713 21482.760

64150F Glenstal Ab-
bey School

Murroe Co Limerick 724,418 92.380

64310B Villiers Sec-
ondary School

North Circular 
Road

Limerick 2,295,641 22932.730

64420I Franciscan 
College

Gormanstown Co Meath 1,414,411

64830E Monaghan 
Collegiate 
School

Corlatt Monaghan 1,113,215 88159.30

65010R Newtown 
School

Waterford Co. Waterford 1,357,625

65190W Sligo Gram-
mar School

The Mall Sligo 1,783,305 81470.950

65410K Cistercian Col-
lege

Roscrea Co. Tipperary 1,012,965 40,072.48 

68071G St John Scot-
tus Secondary 
School

74/76 More-
hampton Road 
Donnybrook

Dublin 4 699,877 45409.240

Total   
100,447,745.02 

300,469.18 2,141,007.57 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PAID FEE CHARGING SCHOOLS 2012
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            SCHOOL 
NUMBER

SCHOOL NAME 2012

60030V BLACKROCK COL-
LEGE DUBLIN

Blackrock Co Dublin €0.00

60040B WILLOW PARK 
SCHOOL

Rock Road Blackrock €0.00

60090Q RATHDOWN 
SCHOOL

Glenageary Co Dublin €4,389.12

60100Q CASTLEKNOCK 
COLLEGE

Castleknock Dublin 15 €0.00

60120W MOUNT SACK-
VILLE SECOND-
ARY SCHOOL

Chapelizod Dublin 20 €0.00

60130C LORETO ABBEY, 
DALKEY

Dalkey Co Dublin €0.00

60140F MOUNT ANVILLE 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL

Mount Anville Rd Dublin 14 €0.00

60160L NOTRE DAME DES 
MISSIONS, UPPER 
CHURCHTOWN 
ROAD

Upper Churchtown 
Road

Dublin 14 €0.00

60180R CHRISTIAN 
BROTHERS 
COLLEGE, DUN-
LAOIGHAIRE

Monkstown Park Dun Laoghaire €0.00

60240J LORETO SECOND-
ARY SCHOOL, 
FOXROCK

Foxrock Dublin 18 €0.00

60250M HOLY CHILD KIL-
LINEY, MILITARY 
ROAD KILLINEY

Military Road Killiney €0.00

60260P ST JOSEPHS OF 
CLUNY, BELLEVUE 
PARK, 

Ballinclea Rd Killiney, Co. Dublin €0.00

60272W THE KINGS HOS-
PITAL, PALMER-
STOWN

Palmerstown Dublin 20 €0.00

60320H COLLEGE OF 
ST COLUMBA, 
WHITECHURCH

Whitechurch Dublin 16 €0.00

60321J ROCKBROOK 
PARK SCHOOL

Edmondstown Road Rathfarnham €0.00

60340N LORETO HIGH 
SCHOOL

Beaufort Grange Rd., Dublin 
14

€23,506.13

60381E SUTTON PARK 
SCHOOL

St Fintans Road Sutton €0.00

60520P BELVEDERE COL-
LEGE, GREAT DEN-
MARK STREET

6 Great Denmark 
Street

Dublin 1 €0.00

60530S GONZAGA COL-
LEGE

Sandford Road Ranelagh €0.00

60540V CATHOLIC UNI-
VERSITY SCHOOL

89 Lower Leeson 
Street

Dublin 2 €0.00

60560E ST MARYS COL-
LEGE

Rathmines Dublin 6 €0.00

60561G ST. MICHAELS 
COLLEGE, AILS-
BURY ROAD

Ailesbury Road Dublin 4 €0.00

60570H TERENURE COL-
LEGE

Templeogue Road Terenure €0.00
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            SCHOOL 
NUMBER

SCHOOL NAME 2012

60590N ST CONLETHS 
COLLEGE

28 Clyde Road Ballsbridge €0.00

60630W ST KILLIANS GER-
MAN SCHOOL, 
CLONSKEAGH

 Roebuck Road Clon-
skeagh

Dublin 14 €0.00

60640C SANDFORD PARK 
SCHOOL LTD

Sandford Road Ranelagh €0.00

60650F ST ANDREWS 
COLLEGE, BLACK-
ROCK

Booterstown Ave Blackrock €0.00

60660I ST PATRICKS CA-
THEDRAL GRAM-
MAR SCHOOL, ST 
PATRICKS CLOSE

St Patricks Close Dublin 8 €139,026.26

60670L THE HIGH SCHOOL 
RATHGAR

Zion Road Rathgar €0.00

60820E LORETO COLLEGE, 
ST STEPHEN’S 
GREEN

53 St Stephens Green Dublin 2 €0.00

60892G THE TERESIAN 
SCHOOL

12 Stillorgan Road Donnybrook €0.00

60910F ALEXANDRA COL-
LEGE, MILLTOWN

Milltown Dublin 6 €0.00

60930L ROSEMONT PARK 
SCHOOL

Temple Road Blackrock €0.00

61010U WESLEY COL-
LEGE, BALL-
INTEER

Ballinteer Dublin 16 €50,000.00

61020A STRATFORD COL-
LEGE, RATHGAR

1 Zion Road Rathgar Dublin 6 €0.00

61080S ROYAL SCHOOL 
CAVAN

College Street Cavan €0.00

61570M KILKENNY COL-
LEGE

Castlecomer Road Kilkenny €0.00

61680T DOMINICAN COL-
LEGE NEWBRIDGE

Newbridge Co. Kildare €0.00

61720F CLONGOWES 
WOOD COLLEGE

Naas Co Kildare €0.00

61811I ST GERARDS 
SCHOOL

Thornhill Road Bray €0.00

62060R BANDON GRAM-
MAR SCHOOL

Bandon Co Cork €0.00

62370J MIDLETON COL-
LEGE

Midleton Co Cork €17,455.88

62520C CHRISTIAN 
BROTHERS COL-
LEGE 

Sidney Hill Wellington Road, 
Cork

€0.00

62570R PRESENTATION 
BROTHERS COL-
LEGE, MARDYKE

The Mardyke Cork €0.00

62690E SCOIL MHUIRE, 2 Sidney Place Wellington Road, 
Cork

€496,805.05

63870L DROGHEDA 
GRAMMAR SCH., 
MORNINGTON RD, 
DROGHEDA

Mornington Rd Drogheda €2,619,928.13

63920A DUNDALK GRAM-
MAR SCHOOL

Dundalk Co Louth €2,914,066.17
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            SCHOOL 
NUMBER

SCHOOL NAME 2012

64150F GLENSTAL ABBEY 
SCHOOL

Murroe Co Limerick €0.00

64310B VILLIERS SEC-
ONDARY SCHOOL

North Circular Road Limerick €0.00

64420I FRANCISCAN COL-
LEGE MEATH

Gormanstown Co Meath €0.00

64830E MONAGHAN COL-
LEGIATE, COR-
LATT

Corlatt Monaghan €0.00

65010R NEWTOWN 
SCHOOL

Waterford Co. Waterford €289,565.27

65190W SLIGO GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL, THE 
MALL

The Mall Sligo €13,500.00

65410K CISTERCIAN COL-
LEGE

Roscrea Co. Tipperary €0.00

68071G JOHN SCOTTUS 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL

74/76 Morehampton 
Road Donnybrook

Dublin 4 €0.00

21/05/2013WRR00350State Examinations Issues

21/05/2013WRR00400338. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the amount spent by his Department to provide substitute cover for teachers 
assessing oral examinations in the 2011/12 academic year. [24025/13]

21/05/2013WRR00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The cost in the 2011-12 
school year for the provision of substitution cover in the secondary and community/comprehen-
sive schools sector for teachers engaged in work associated with state examinations was 1.367 
million euros.  The information in relation to the cost for the provision of substitution cover in 
the VEC sector would have to be obtained from the 33 individual VECs.

21/05/2013WRR00550Third Level Fees

21/05/2013WRR00600339. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form a breakdown of the total number of third level students for the 2012-13 
academic year, to include separately the number of Irish students who paid the student contribu-
tion fee, and the number whose student contribution fee was paid by the State via a grant, EU 
students and international students.  [24026/13]

21/05/2013WRR00700340. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total 
amount paid by his Department through student grants to provide for the student contribution 
fee paid to third level educational institutions for the 2012-13 academic year; and if he will 
provide the total cost to his Department of subsidising in full third level fees for the 2012/13 
academic year including student grants to provide for the student contribution fee.  [24027/13]

21/05/2013WRR00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 339 and 340 together.

The statistical breakdown requested by the Deputy will not be made available to my Depart-
ment by the grant awarding authorities until the end of the academic year.
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21/05/2013WRR00850Schools Refurbishment

21/05/2013WRR00900341. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grant allocation 
to a school (details supplied) in Dublin 13 for refurbishment or additional accommodation in 
each of the past four years; the number of requests for funding that were refused; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24035/13]

21/05/2013WRR01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by the 
Deputy received funding as follows during the past four years:

- €757,254 under my Department’s Summer Works Schemes in 2007, 2009 and 2010 for 
window replacement projects and general upgrade to toilets;

- €17,200 in 2009 for Woodwork and Metalwork Grants;

- €32,176 in May 2010 under my Department’s Energy Efficiency Scheme for wall insula-
tion;

- €29,800 in December 2010 for Gym Equipment;

- €5,419 in August 2012 to replace equipment in the school’s Home Economics Room.

In February 2013, funding was approved under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme 
to facilitate  Universal Access. The level of grant cannot be disclosed at this point as to do so 
could prejudice the tendering process.  In December 2012, the school was refused funding un-
der the Emergency Works Scheme for repairs to the science laboratory as the scope of works for 
which funding was sought was outside the terms of the scheme. An emergency is deemed to be 
a situation which poses an immediate risk to health, life, property or the environment which is 
sudden, unforeseen and requires immediate action and, in the case of a school, if not corrected 
would prevent the school or part thereof from opening.

The school was unsuccessful in its application for funding for curricular requirements under 
the 2011 Summer Works Scheme. Due to the scale of demand for funding under the scheme 
at that time, it was not possible to grant aid all applications. As applications for works in the 
higher categories were prioritised, it was not possible to include the school concerned in the list 
of successful applicants.

Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 323.

21/05/2013WRR01150Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2013WRR01200343. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 90 of 24 April 2013, if he will clarify the reasons a school (details 
supplied) in County Cavan went from Band 1 status in 2004 and to date has not progressed to 
building stage; the criteria and analysis that was undertaken when making the decision not to 
proceed with construction in the years since 2004; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24054/13]

21/05/2013WRR01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy has a priority band rating of 1.2.  The project is cur-
rently at an early stage of architectural planning.  A Revised Stage 2(a) Submission is currently 
with my Department for review. Once this Review is complete, and subject to no further issues 
arising, the project will progress to Stage 2(b) which includes applications for Planning Per-
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mission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability Access Certification and the preparation of tender 
documents.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 
five year construction programme.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to my 
Department in future years. The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be con-
sidered for progression in that context. However, this is contingent upon satisfactory comple-
tion of stage 2b.

Teaching Qualifications

21/05/2013WRR01400344. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of 
the difficulties facing many newly qualified primary teachers, if he will consider changes to the 
probation system that will take into consideration the difficulties that teachers are encountering 
in attaining sufficient time to complete the probation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24064/13]

21/05/2013WRR01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Teaching Council is now 
the body with statutory responsibility for establishing procedures and criteria for the probation 
of teachers.  A number of changes have been made in recent years to make it easier for new 
teachers to fulfil employment requirements for probation purposes.  The Council has recently 
published its policy proposals on induction and probation for consultation with stakeholders 
after which it will make decisions on new arrangements for probation.

21/05/2013WRR01550State Examinations Commission

21/05/2013WRR01600345. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason his 
Department and the State Examinations Commission have failed to honour the contracts of 17 
teachers in ISM International School in Tripoli, Libya, while his Department continues to pro-
vide this school with the Irish leaving certificate examinations; the reason these teachers have 
been left unpaid for teaching duties performed; if he will work to resolve this issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24066/13]

21/05/2013WRR01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The International School of 
Martyrs (ISM) is a private educational institution located in Tripoli, Libya. The Irish Leaving 
Certificate examination is offered each year to candidates in the school.  The role of the State 
Examinations Commission (SEC) is to provide examinations to candidates who have been en-
tered for either the Junior or Leaving Certificate and in this regard I am informed by the SEC 
that it engages with the ISM school authorities on the delivery of the Leaving Certificate exami-
nations for students from the school. For the purpose of the examination system ISM candidates 
are bound by the same rules and programmes as all other pupils taking the examinations, pay 
their examination fees to the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and sit their examinations 
under the same conditions.

Teachers working at ISM are directly recruited and engaged as employees of that school. 
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Their terms and conditions are private contractual matters between themselves and the school 
authorities. Neither the SEC nor my Department has a role in relation to internal management 
or contractual issues between school employees and their employers.

21/05/201RR01750State Examinations Commission

21/05/2013WRR01800346. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 
leaving certificate is going ahead in Malta in June; if his Department or the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade have made any appeals to the Libyan Government to ensure that the 
contracts of 17 Irish teachers who worked at the ISM International School in Tripoli, Libya, will 
be honoured; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24067/13]

21/05/2013WRR01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission is currently working with the Department of Foreign Affairs to put in place ar-
rangements that would allow the Leaving Certificate examinations to be held in Malta this year.

Teachers working at ISM are directly recruited and engaged as employees of that school. 
Their terms and conditions are private contractual matters between themselves and the school 
authorities. Neither the SEC nor my Department has a role in relation to internal management 
or contractual issues between school employees and their employers.

21/05/2013WRR01950Teaching Qualifications

21/05/2013WRR02000347. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 240 of 20 March 2013, the reason his Department has not yet con-
tacted the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24074/13]

21/05/2013WRR02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The person referred to by the 
Deputy attained her full teaching qualification requirements on the 24th April, 2013.  Arrange-
ments are now being made to have any arrears of salary owed to her paid on  the 13th June, 
2013.

21/05/2013WRR02150Student Grant Scheme Administration

21/05/2013WRR02200348. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is confident that 
the delays experienced in processing student grants in the past academic year will be avoided 
next term; and if he will outline changes in policy and practice that will ensure similar delays 
do not occur. [24085/13]

21/05/2013WRR02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am informed by Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in preparation for the 2013/2014 Academic year, both 
the online application system and the application assessment process are being further devel-
oped to enhance their effectiveness and efficiency and respond to experiences from year 1. 
The online application system has opened on May 20th a number of weeks earlier than for the 
2012/13 academic year.  For new applicants going to or returning to college for the 2013/2014 
academic year, new initiatives will make their application to SUSI more efficient this year. The 
initiatives include direct information sharing with SUSI from Government Bodies and Agen-
cies including the Revenue Commissioners, Department of Social Protection, General Register 
Office (GRO) and the Central Applications Office (CAO). These links will reduce significantly 
the number of documents required. In addition to these developments core staff are now on 
site. These trained and experienced staff are cross functional and a number of these staff are 
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now fully proficient in specialist areas such as self-employed/farming, appeals and nationality. 
Revised document management process and systems are in place and a tracking system is be-
ing developed which will allow students to follow the progress of their application online and 
reduce call centre volumes.

]21/0502350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

21/05/2013WRR02400349. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a directive 
or legislation is needed to include Down’s syndrome among low-incidence disorders; and if he 
will make this a priority issue.  [24147/13]

21/05/2013WRR02500362. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that children with Down’s syndrome in the mild range of learning 
disability are denied resource hours despite the fact that these children have multiple learning 
disabilities; if he will amend the list of low-incidence disorders to include Down’s syndrome; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24486/13]

21/05/2013WRR02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 349 and 362 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general 
learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed 
Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 in advising me in relation to 
any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.

My Department requested that the NCSE consider the issue of whether Down syndrome 
should be reclassified as a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cog-
nitive ability, in the context of its preparation of comprehensive advice on how the educational 
system supports children with special educational needs in schools.

The NCSE report on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in Schools has 
now been published and is available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. The report recom-
mends that under the new resource allocation model proposed by the NCSE in its report, chil-
dren should be allocated additional resources in line with their level of need, rather than by 
disability category.  The NCSE has recommended that in the short-term pupils with Down 
syndrome pupils who are in the Mild General Learning Difficulty (Mild GLD) category should 
continue to be supported by schools’ Learning Support allocation in the same way as other 
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pupils with a Mild GLD. It has not been recommended that an exception should be made for 
children with Down syndrome who are in the mild general learning difficulty range, over other 
children who are in the mild range and who also may have other co-morbid conditions.

However, the NCSE report states that it is confident that the introduction of a new allocation 
model will overcome the difficulty posed by all children with mild general learning disabili-
ties, including children with Down syndrome, who have additional difficulties and who can be 
supported according to their level of need and in line with their learning plan process. In the 
meantime, schools are reminded that they can differentiate the level of learning support granted 
to ensure that available resources are used to support children in line with their needs.

I have requested the NCSE to immediately proceed to establish a Working Group in order to 
develop a proposal for a new Tailored Allocation Model, which is set out as one of the principal 
recommendations of the report.

21/05/2013WRR02650Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2013WRR02700350. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
that have been put in place for new school buildings in respect of a school (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow; when he expects construction works to start and on which sites; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24230/13]

21/05/2013WRR02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The schools to which the 
Deputy refers are among a list of schools that are planned to be delivered as part of Bundle 5 
of the Public Private Partnership (PPP) schools building programme.  This bundle is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of 2016 on suitable sites. It is envisaged that construction of this 
Bundle of school projects will begin approximately eighteen months prior to this target comple-
tion date.

21/05/2013WRR02850Student Grant Scheme Administration

21/05/2013WRR02900351. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he has 
taken to improve the processing system for student grant applications; the recommendations of 
the external review of Student Universal Support Ireland’s business processes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24231/13]

21/05/2013WRR03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that City of Dublin VEC commissioned an external review of SUSI, to identify the causes of 
the difficulties and to set out a specific programme of action to address them, so as to ensure 
that similar difficulties and delays will not be experienced for 2013/14.  The Review examined 
the business systems and processes deployed by SUSI and assessed their adequacy in delivering 
on the overall business goals and objectives of reforming the administration of student grants.

I am informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in line with recommen-
dations in the Review and in preparation for the 2013/2014 Academic year, both the online 
application system and the application assessment process are being further developed to en-
hance their effectiveness and efficiency and respond to experiences from year 1.  The online 
application system has opened on May 20th a number of weeks earlier than for the 2012/13 
academic year.  For new applicants going to or returning to college for the 2013/2014 academic 
year, new initiatives will make their application to SUSI more efficient this year. The initiatives 
include direct information sharing with SUSI from Government Bodies and Agencies including 
the Revenue Commissioners, Department of Social Protection, General Register Office (GRO) 
and the Central Applications Office (CAO). These links will reduce significantly the number of 
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documents required. In addition to these developments core staff are now on site. These trained 
and experienced staff are cross functional and a number of these staff are now fully proficient 
in specialist areas such as self-employed/farming, appeals and nationality. Revised document 
management process and systems are in place and a tracking system is being developed which 
will allow students to follow the progress of their application online and reduce call centre 
volumes.

21/05/2013WRR03050Special Educational Needs Services Provision

21/05/2013WRR03100352. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
give approval for a second class for those with autism spectrum disorder to be provided in a 
primary school (details supplied) in County Cork for the 2013-14 school year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24239/13]

21/05/2013WRR03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special classes in schools across the coun-
try to cater for children with autism has been a key educational priority in recent years.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from pri-
mary and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establish-
ment of special classes in various geographical areas as required. SENOs are a valuable source 
of support to parents who are actively sourcing a placement for their children or on deciding 
the most appropriate placement for their child. SENO contact details are available on www.
ncse.ie.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.  I have 
therefore arranged for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention 
and direct reply.

21/05/2013WRR03250Traveller Community Issues

21/05/2013WRR03300353. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding unemployment in the Traveller population; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [24254/13]

21/05/2013WRR03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Unemployment in the Travel-
ler community is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

With regard to formal education qualifications among the Traveller community, this is ad-
dressed in the policy document on Traveller education - the Report and Recommendations for a 
Traveller Education Strategy. The focus of both current and future provision is on the develop-
ment of a more inclusive school environment through the whole school planning process, teach-
ing practice, admissions policies, codes of behaviour and whole school evaluation.  In keeping 
with this principle, additional resources provided in the education system are now allocated on 
the basis of individual educational need rather than that of ethnic or cultural background.

Recorded Traveller participation rates in education in recent years show an increase. In the 
2004/05 school year, approximately 1,850 Traveller pupils aged between thirteen and eighteen 
(inclusive) were recorded as enrolled in post-primary schools and this increased to 2,698 in 
2011/12 school year.

The majority of Traveller students transfer from primary to post-primary education. Partici-
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pation rates in the junior cycle have steadily improved from 1,598 Traveller students recorded 
in 2004/05 to 1,898 in the 2011/12 school year. The number of Travellers progressing to senior 
cycle has consistently improved in recent years from 260 in 2004/05 to 800 in 2011/12. In 2012, 
579 Travellers were enrolled on the VEC Youthreach programme and 672 Travellers partici-
pated in the Back to Education Initiative (BTEI). The estimated number of Travellers attending 
third level is 3% compared to 53% of the general population. The ‘Equal Access’ survey of the 
ethnic and cultural backgrounds of entrants to higher education in 2010/11 indicates that 31 
who identified as Travellers attended third level compared to 24 in 2008/09. This survey occurs 
on a voluntary and confidential basis as part of the annual registration process of twenty-seven 
higher education institutions and is co-ordinated by the HEA. As this survey is based on the 
principle of self - identification, the actual number of Travellers in third level could be higher.

This Government, through its various interventions in the education sector, is committed 
to improved retention rates, better learning experiences and improved outcomes for all young 
people, including young people who are members of the Travelling community.

21/05/2013WRR03450State Examinations Commission

21/05/2013WRR03500354. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review an 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24279/13]

21/05/2013WRR03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme are available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.  In view of 
this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

21/05/2013WRR03650University Status Review

21/05/2013WRR03700355. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills how a com-
plaint can be made to him contending that the functions of a university are being performed in a 
manner which prima facie constitutes a breach of the laws, statutes or ordinances applicable to 
the university, to quote section 20(1) of the Universities Act 1997; the procedure according to 
which he will arrive at an opinion as to whether there are reasonable grounds for such a conten-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24280/13]

21/05/2013WRR03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are no specified proce-
dures in relation to the way a complaint may be made to the Minister contending that the func-
tions of a university are being performed in a manner which prima facie constitutes a breach of 
the laws, statutes or ordinances applicable to the university. The Universities Act 1997 does not 
prescribe how the Minister should exercise his function under Section 20 to form an opinion 
regarding the grounds for such a contention. It would be a matter for the Minister to decide the 
procedure and process required in the particular circumstances to enable this function to be car-
ried out.

21/05/2013WRR03850Third Level Courses Availability

21/05/2013WRR03900356. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
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CAO applications for BSc honours computing and creative multimedia courses at Limerick 
Institute of Technology; the number of these applicants who have applied to the LIT Clonmel 
campus; the direct cost of educating such students at the LIT Clonmel campus; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24328/13]

21/05/2013WRR04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that the course 
in question is run only on the LIT Tipperary Clonmel campus. The CAO have received 101 ap-
plications for this course in the forthcoming academic year 2013/14. I have sought information 
on the direct cost of educating students on this course in the LIT Tipperary Clonmel Campus 
from the HEA and the information will be forwarded to the Deputy when it is to hand.

Institutes of Technology Staff

21/05/2013WRS00200357. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
Limerick Institute of Technology staff specifically supporting the Clonmel campus of LIT Tip-
perary as defined under shared services; the total salary cost of staff at the Clonmel campus of 
LIT Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24329/13]

21/05/2013WRS00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): This data is not available in 
my Department. I have asked the Higher Education Authority to request the information sought 
by the deputy from Limerick Institute of Technology. It will be forwarded as soon as it has been 
made available to me.

State Examinations Issues

21/05/2013WRS00400358. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
extra supports and assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24352/13]

21/05/2013WRS00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations in 
the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted by schools 
on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme are available for downloading from their 
website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.  In view of this I have 
forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

Further Education and Training Programmes Provision

21/05/2013WRS00600359. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the measures taken to support the position and role of community education under the chang-
ing of further education and training structures; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24369/13]

21/05/2013WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I recognise that further education and training, as it is currently delivered, covers a broad spec-
trum of education that ranges from basic adult literacy courses to courses that are certified at 
level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications.  Further Education and Train-
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ing is accessed by all manner of learners, ranging from adult learners to early school leavers. 
It is delivered in formal classroom settings and in less formal settings based in the community.  
It is essentially a flexible form of education that can meet the diverse needs of learners in the 
most appropriate setting.

Since the publication of the Bill a number of concerns have been raised regarding the defini-
tion of further education and training. I am aware that many providers want greater recognition 
of this dimension to be reflected in the legislation.

At Committee Stage on 1st May, I undertook to examine the issue further. Accordingly I 
have asked officials in the Department to give consideration to the matters raised, ahead of Re-
port Stage in the Dáil in the coming weeks.

Departmental Reports

21/05/2013WRS00800360. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an action plan 
will commence within his Department based on the findings of the School Completers - What’s 
Next report highlighting the low college participation rate for school leavers in designated dis-
advantaged areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24379/13]

21/05/2013WRS00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A new National Plan for Eq-
uity of Access to Higher Education (2014-2019) is currently being prepared by the National 
Access Office for my Department. The findings of the School Completers - What’s Next report 
will be considered in the context of this new Access Plan.

Question No. 361 answered with Question No. 323.

Question No. 362 answered with Question No. 349.

Teacher Redeployment

21/05/2013WRS01200363. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Tipperary was not granted supplementary panel rights; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the teacher in question meets the service and pay scale 
requirements; if he considers this exclusion to be fair and reasonable; if he will review this case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24487/13]

21/05/2013WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers.

The arrangements for panel access for fixed term (temporary/substitute) and part-time teach-
ers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Department Circular 0038/2012 which is available 
on the Department website. The Supplementary Panel is created for eligible primary teachers in 
fixed term/temporary positions (this includes substitute positions) and part-time positions who 
meet the relevant eligibility criteria outlined in Part 2 of this circular.

The teacher referred to by the Deputy failed to meet the criteria and is therefore ineligible to 
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be included on the supplementary panel.

Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2013WRS01400364. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will indicate 
the status of an application for a replacement primary school (details supplied) in County West-
meath. [24495/13]

21/05/2013WRS01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. The 
Stage 2(b) (Detailed Design) is nearing completion.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 
five year construction programme.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation 
of the possibility of further funds being available to my Department in future years. The project 
referred to by the Deputy remains available to be considered for progression in that context.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRS01600365. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will set out 
in tabular form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organisations under 
his Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than 
one year old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and those of all such organi-
sations whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending 
before May 2011.  [25020/13]

21/05/2013WRS01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the provisions of the 
2009 ‘Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies’ a number of bodies under the aegis 
of my Department are required to lay their Accounts before the House of the Oireachtas.  A list 
of these bodies are:

- Education Finance Board (EFB);

- FÁS;

- Grangegorman Development Agency;

- Higher Education Authority;

- National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA);

- National Council for Special Education (NCSE);

- Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC);

- Higher Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC);

- National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI);
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- State Examinations Commission (SEC);

It should be noted that while the accounts may relate to a period prior to May 2012 for 
certain of the bodies, they are nevertheless in accordance with the requirement of the Code of 
Practice.  The accounts of these bodies are available in the Oireachtas Library and may be avail-
able on their website.

In addition the VECs and some higher level institutions are also required to lay their ac-
counts before the Houses of the Oireachtas and these can be found in the Oireachtas Library 
also.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRS01800366. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will outline any deadlines which exist for the laying of accounts before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas in respect of State-owned or substantially State-funded agencies.  [24088/13]

21/05/2013WRS01900367. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on the impact on good governance and transparency of allowing the laying of accounts 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas in respect of State-owned or State-funded agencies to take 
place more than ten months after the end of the period to which the accounts relate.  [24089/13]

21/05/2013WRS02000369. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on imposing rules on all State-owned or substantially State-funded agencies so that they 
are compelled to lay their accounts before the Houses of the Oireachtas using the same dead-
lines that apply in the private sector for limited liability corporations.  [24091/13]

21/05/2013WRS02100370. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason there are substantial delays between the auditing of the accounts of State-owned or sub-
stantially State-funded agencies by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General and the 
laying of such audited accounts before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  [24092/13]

21/05/2013WRS02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 366, 367, 369 and 370 together.

Public accountability requires that accounts be produced and audited within a reasonable 
timeframe. The arrangements for the subsequent laying of documents before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas reflect this requirement and are consistent with the principles of good governance 
and transparency.

The requirements for the timely production and submission of accounts of bodies and funds 
(Circular 4 of 2011) require that accounts of bodies or funds should be laid before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas within three months of their being audited by the C&AG. Departments are 
responsible for the compliance of all bodies under their aegis with these requirements and are 
required to ensure that all relevant bodies under their aegis are notified of and fulfil these re-
quirements. The main provisions are as follows:

- The accounts or financial statements of bodies of funds under the aegis of Departments and 
Offices and audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General should be presented to the sponsor-
ing Department by each body within one month of the audit certificate on the accounts being 
issued by the Comptroller and Auditor General, together with any report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General on the accounts.
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- Each Department is required to lay the audited accounts of bodies and funds under its aegis 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas within two months of such accounts being received by the 
Department, together with any report of the Comptroller and Auditor General on the accounts.

- Where a Department must first present these accounts to the Government, Departments are 
required to do this at the earliest opportunity and in such cases Departments must, in any event, 
lay the accounts of the body or fund before the Houses of the Oireachtas within three months of 
their being received by the Department.

- In the case of bodies which must first present their audited accounts at the Annual General 
Meeting of the body for adoption, the accounts should be sent to the parent Department within 
one month of the AGM at which the accounts are adopted, and if possible not later than three 
months after the Comptroller and Auditor General has issued the audit certificate on the ac-
counts.

In the context of the reference to private sector requirements, the reporting timeframes out-
lined above are shaped by public accountability requirements, taking account of the statutory 
framework for the production, audit and transmission of accounts. These arrangements are kept 
under review by this Department, in consultation with the Office of the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRS02250368. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will set out in tabular form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organi-
sations whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than one year 
old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and the names of such organisations 
whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending before 
May 2011..  [24090/13]

21/05/2013WRS02275Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question I can confirm that the last Annual Accounts laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas by the Special EU Programmes Body, which is under my remit, was for the year 
ending 31 December 2011, i.e. more than one year old.

The 2012 Accounts have been prepared and presented to the Body’s Audit and Risk Com-
mittee. Once this is completed the Accounts have to be audited by the Northern Ireland Audit 
Office and are then laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas when they are certified by both the 
Northern Ireland Audit Office and the Comptroller & Auditor General.

Questions Nos. 369 and 370 answered with Question No. 366.

Ministerial Meetings

21/05/2013WRS02400371. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will accept a request to meet with the Alliance of Retired Public Servants to discuss proposed 
cuts to pensions over €32,500; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23738/13]

21/05/2013WRS02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Following a 
request for a meeting which I have received from the Alliance of Retired Public Servants, it has 
been agreed that a meeting will take place in the near future between officials of my Department 
and representatives of the Alliance.
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Pension Provisions

21/05/2013WRS02600372. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will outline how the 2% cut to public service pensions will be applied to pensions between 
€32,500 and €34,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23739/13]

21/05/2013WRS02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Following the 
decision last month by the Public Services Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
to reject the Labour Relations Commission proposals for a Public Service Agreement 2013 
–2016, the Commission, at the request of Government, made contact with the parties to estab-
lish whether a basis could be found for a negotiated public service agreement to meet budgetary 
targets. 

Considerable progress has been reported at the resultant talks conducted under the auspices 
of the Labour Relations Commission. The Government is considering the emerging outcome of 
this process before deciding on how to secure the required level of savings from public service 
pay and pensions. 

In this context, and pending finalisation of the position with regard to the requisite pay and 
pension adjustments, I believe it would not be appropriate for me at this stage to set out detailed 
specifics in respect of individual measures which may be adopted.

21/05/2013WRS02750Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRS02800373. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in 
view of the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations to 
cut grass on property owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if he will 
ask those agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on that come within his remit to con-
sider similar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with representa-
tives of local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23773/13]

21/05/2013WRS02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question the Office of Public Works is currently examining all land banks within 
its remit. OPW currently provides silage to local farmers adjacent to many of its sites by way of 
concession and arrangement. Some examples of this include Doneraile Wildlife Park and Emo 
Court.

In addition, while some of OPW properties have herds of deer and livestock on them; excess 
supply of silage is always made available to local landowners. OPW is also in regular contact 
with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (as the lead Department) who liaise 
with the farming community/organisations in the usual course in the examination of land banks.

Flood Risk Assessments

21/05/2013WRS03000374. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress that has been made between the Office of Public Works and the Irish Insurance Fed-
eration in respect of insurance companies’ inappropriate use of preliminary flood risk assess-
ment maps to assess and decide on flood risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23807/13]

21/05/2013WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): On foot of my constructive engagement with the insurance industry last year, a work-
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ing group has been established between the Office of Public Works (OPW), the Irish Insurance 
Federation (IIF) and representatives of the main insurance companies operating in the Irish 
market to progress work on agreeing a viable basis for the exchange of information on flood 
defence schemes completed by the OPW.  This will allow the insurance industry to be fully 
informed as to the extent of OPW investment in flood protection measures and to take that in-
vestment fully into account in assessing flood risk for insurance purposes.

The OPW raised the matter of the use of the preliminary flood risk assessment maps with the 
Irish Insurance Federation and that body has clarified that the insurance industry uses its own 
flood risk mapping rather than the PFRA maps to assess risk for flood cover.

21/05/2013WRS03150Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRS03200375. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will outline in tabular form the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, 
claimed individually by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in his Depart-
ment, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23821/13]

21/05/2013WRS03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question my Department did not exist until July 2011 but the following is a list of 
travel and subsistence, foreign and domestic, claimed by the Minister of State at the Office of 
Public Works from 2005 to March 2011: 

Ministers of State Travel & Subsistence Costs 1 January 2005 to 31 March 2011

Minister Year Domestic T&S 
- €

Foreign T&S - € Total - €

Brian Hayes 2011 371.62 0.00 371.62
Dr Martin Man-
sergh

2011 2,055.05 0.00 2,055.05

Dr Martin Man-
sergh

2010 12,799.86 14,409.00 27,208.86

Dr Martin Man-
sergh

2009 14,125.64 6,381.58 20,507.22

Dr Martin Man-
sergh

2008 10,522.39 4,732.49 15,254.88

Noel Ahern 2008 9,164.16 4,107.63 13,271.79
Noel Ahern 2007 10,079.49 899.44 10,978.93
Tom Parlon 2007 19,809.49 21,571.41 41,380.90
Tom Parlon 2006 48,368.76 34,126.84 82,495.60
Tom Parlon 2005 46,849.08 21,092.17 67,941.25

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRS03600376. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will outline in tabular form the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State 
in his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsis-
tence, in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23837/13]
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21/05/2013WRS03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question my Department did not exist until July 2011 but the following is a list 
of staff appointed by the Minister of State in the Office of Public Works and his Constituency 
Office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence from 2005 to March 2011.

Minister of State in OPW Salary and Travel & Subsistence costs for staff appointed 
from 1 January 2005 to 31 March 2011

- - - Travel and 
Subsistence 
Costs

Travel and 
Subsistence 
Costs

Travel and 
Subsistence 
Costs

Pay Costs - -

Minister Year No of Staff Domestic Foreign Total Salary Costs Employer’s 
PRSI

Total

Brian Hayes 2011 1 0 0 0 456.50 47.82 504.32

Dr Martin 
Mansergh

2011 4 1,597.92 0.00 1,597.92 44,561.50 3,524.73 48,086.23

Dr Martin 
Mansergh

2010 4 10,843.36 0.00 10,843.36 162,165.65 13,146.35 175,312.00

Dr Martin 
Mansergh

2009 4 5,956.56 280.21 6,236.77 166,888.30 13,893.07 180,781.37

Dr Martin 
Mansergh

2008 4 2,580.33 0.00 2,580.33 70,066.14 6,314.23 76,380.37

Noel Ahern 2008 4 372.31 48.32 420.63 68,705.81 7,331.23 76,037.04

Noel Ahern 2007 4 441.93 0.00 441.93 84,580.49 9,038.62 93,619.11

Tom Parlon 2007 4 29,718.73 0.00 29,718.73 85,246.54 9,124.61 94,371.15

Tom Parlon 2006 4 15,813.54 0.00 15,813.54 157,091.36 16,823.46 173,914.82

Tom Parlon 2005 4 4,386.24 0.00 4,386.24 157,182.79 16,822.49 174,005.28

Flood Prevention Measures

21/05/2013WRT00200377. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
work will commence to alleviate flooding in an area (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24073/13]

21/05/2013WRT00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The flooding problem in the Glenflesk area is being assessed under the ongoing South 
Western Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study which includes 
officials from Kerry County Council on the Study Steering and Progress Groups.  The South 
Western CFRAM Study, undertaken by Mott MacDonald Engineering Consultants on behalf of 
the OPW, is an in-depth examination of significant flood risks in the South Western River Basin 
District leading to the production, in 2016, of detailed plans, including specific recommenda-
tions on measures to manage those risks.  Public consultation is a key element of the Study; the 
next major stage of which will involve the production and public exhibition of flood risk maps 
during 2014.  Further information is available at http://www.southwestcframstudy.ie/

In the interim, it is open to Kerry County Council to submit applications for funding for 
minor flood mitigation measures under the OPW’s Minor Flood Works scheme.

Any application that is submitted by the Council will be considered having regard to the 
Minor Works scheme eligibility criteria and the overall availability of funding for flood risk 
management.

Office of Public Works Projects

21/05/2013WRT00400378. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a breakdown of the supports or design work the Office of Public Works has pro-
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vided to the Irish Jewish Museum; the costs of those supports; if the OPW has been reimbursed 
for this work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24356/13]

21/05/2013WRT00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has provided design services for the proposed re-
development of the Irish Jewish Museum from initial design proposals to the current status of a 
planning application stage. There has been no fee for these services.

Office of Public Works Projects

21/05/2013WRT00600379. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
programme or initiative under which community groups receive access to the design services 
of the Office of Public Works; the criteria that apply for access to those services as provided to 
a body (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24357/13]

21/05/2013WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform  (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): There is no programme or initiative from which community groups receive access to 
the design services of the Office of Public Works (OPW).  In regard to the Irish Jewish Museum 
the OPW was requested by the Department of the Taoiseach to examine and develop design 
options.

Employment Appeals Tribunal

21/05/2013WRT00800380. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the average waiting time for an employment tribunal hearing to be heard. [23722/13]

21/05/2013WRT00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The existing 
employment rights adjudication bodies within the State (namely the Labour Court, the Em-
ployment Appeals Tribunal, the Equality Tribunal and the Rights Commissioner Service) are 
independent in the exercise of their quasi-judicial functions and I have no direct involvement in 
their day to day operations.

I am informed that the average waiting times for a hearing at the State’s employment rights 
adjudication bodies are as shown in the table below:

Employment Body Average waiting time – Dub-
lin

Average waiting time – out-
side Dublin

Labour Court Majority within 12 weeks Majority within 6 months
Employment Appeals Tribu-
nal***

70 weeks (76 weeks in 
April, 2012)

79 weeks (80 weeks in 
April, 2012)

Equality Tribunal** 129 weeks (for investiga-
tion hearing)12 weeks (for 
mediation hearing)

129 weeks (for investiga-
tion hearing)12 weeks (for 
mediation hearing)

Rights Commissioner Ser-
vice*

3-4 months 3-4 months

* Rights Commissioner Service - Cases are screened for suitability for the Early Resolution 
Service. Unresolved cases are generally returned for scheduling to a hearing within 4 weeks. 
Parties are notified of hearings 4 -5 weeks in advance of the date. There is also a holding period 
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in some legislation (3 weeks – unfair dismissal cases and industrial relations cases).

**The Equality Tribunal - In cases where the complainant and respondent opt for mediation, 
a mediation hearing is arranged in less than 3 months of initial lodgement of the complaint. In 
2011, overall 62% of cases referred to mediation were closed as a result of the mediation pro-
cess.

***As part of the drive for efficiencies the Tribunal streams cases that are envisaged to be 
more straight-forward. These efforts have resulted in a significant increase in the number of 
claims disposed of over the past few years (2010 – up 30%, 2011 – up 11% and 2012 up 13%).

I believe it is essential that we have efficient and effective mechanisms to develop harmo-
nious and productive workplaces and to assist employers and employees to avoid and resolve 
disputes.

When I came into office in 2011, I inherited a system for resolving employment disputes that 
did not achieve this. The system was frustrating for employers, employees and professionals 
representing them.  Notwithstanding the efforts of the employment rights adjudication bodies to 
reduce backlogs, I believe the delays that users of the service are experiencing are unacceptable.

It is for these reasons I am undertaking a root and branch reform of all five Workplace Re-
lations Bodies.  The Reform Programme I have commenced will deliver a World-Class Work-
place Relations structure.  I propose to establish a two-tier Workplace Relations structure.  This 
means that from next year two statutorily independent bodies will replace the current five.  We 
will have a new single body of first instance to be called the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion and a separate appeals body, which will effectively be an expanded Labour Court.  All 
complaints will be dealt with by a single body of first instance where the aim will be to have a 
hearing within three months from the time the case is lodged.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRT01000381. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas the latest report and accounts for the Labour Rela-
tions Commission. [24119/13]

21/05/2013WRT01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The latest an-
nual report for the Labour Relations Commission, namely that for 2011, was laid before both 
Houses of the Oireachtas on 19th October 2012. The audited accounts were subsequently laid 
on 19th December 2012. 

In accordance with Section 31(2) of the Industrial Relations Act, 1990, I will arrange for 
a copy of the 2012 Labour Relation Commission’s annual report, along with the report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General on those accounts, to be laid before both Houses of the 
Oireachtas when both are finalised.

Employment Appeals Tribunal

21/05/2013WRT01200382. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
current waiting times for hearings of the Employment Appeals Tribunal in each region; and his 
proposals to reduce same.  [23748/13]

21/05/2013WRT01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Employ-



21 May 2013

265

ment Appeals Tribunal is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have 
no direct involvement in its day to day operations.  The Tribunal is one of the front-line services 
directly affected by the current turbulence in the labour market. The Tribunal hears claims un-
der 18 separate pieces of legislation, some of which are lodged as direct claims to the Tribunal 
and others which come to the Tribunal by way of appeal or implementation of a Rights Com-
missioner’s recommendation/decision.

I am informed that the current average waiting periods by region are as follows:

Region Average Waiting Times for Hearing
Dublin 70 weeks
Country Regions (outside Dublin) 79 weeks

The Tribunal conducts hearings in about 31 locations. Where the number of cases is rela-
tively small, the Tribunal may wait until a sufficient number of cases are on hand to make a visit 
worthwhile.  In such areas, 5 days of Hearings may reduce the “waiting time” in the area con-
cerned by 30 to 40 weeks. I understand that the Tribunal targets areas with the longest waiting 
period and highest level of claims outstanding; within the resources it has currently available.

The Tribunal is pro-active in driving efficiencies.  Divisions of the Tribunal are sitting lon-
ger, hearing more cases per hearing and seeking to manage the caseload to maximise efficiency.  
As part of the drive for efficiencies the Tribunal streams cases that are envisaged to be more 
straight-forward. These efforts have resulted in a significant increase in the number of claims 
disposed of over the past few years (2010 – up 30%, 2011 – up 11% and 2012 up 13%).

I believe it is essential that we have efficient and effective mechanisms to develop harmo-
nious and productive workplaces and to assist employers and employees to avoid and resolve 
disputes.

When I came into office in 2011, I inherited a system for resolving employment disputes 
that did not achieve this. The system was frustrating for employers, employees and profession-
als representing them.  Notwithstanding the efforts of the EAT and others to reduce backlogs, I 
believe the delays that users of the service are experiencing are unacceptable.

It is for these reasons I am undertaking a root and branch reform of all five Workplace Re-
lations Bodies.  The Reform Programme I have commenced will deliver a World-Class Work-
place Relations structure.  I propose to establish a two-tier Workplace Relations structure.  This 
means that from next year two statutorily independent bodies will replace the current five.  We 
will have a new single body of first instance to be called the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion and a separate appeals body, which will effectively be an expanded Labour Court.  All 
complaints will be dealt with by a single body of first instance where the aim will be to have a 
hearing within three months from the time the case is lodged.

Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRT01400383. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
in view of the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations 
to cut grass on property owned by them to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if 
he will ask those agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on who come within his re-
mit to consider similar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with 
representatives of local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[23771/13]

21/05/2013WRT01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The cutting 
of grass owned by the Agencies under my remit is an operational matter for the Agencies con-
cerned, for which I have no direct function.  I am referring the specific question to each of the 
Agencies under my remit with a request to respond to you directly. 

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRT01600384. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will outline in tabular form the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, 
claimed individually by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in his Depart-
ment, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23819/13]

21/05/2013WRT01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the time 
available, it has not been possible for my officials to compile all of the information on a year by 
year basis as requested by the Deputy in respect of the period 2005 to March 2011.  However, I 
will forward the details to the Deputy in writing as soon as possible.

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRT01800385. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
outline in tabular form the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in 
his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, 
in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23835/13]

21/05/2013WRT01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the time 
available, it has not been possible for my officials to compile all of the information on a year by 
year basis as requested by the Deputy in respect of the period 2005 to March 2011.  However, I 
will forward the details to the Deputy in writing as soon as possible.

Enterprise Support Services Provision

21/05/2013WRT02000386. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will examine a business plan in respect of a training centre (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
if he will provide advice, assistance, grant aid, and so on, to ensure that this major project will 
accommodate up to 2,500 students and create jobs at the earliest possible date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23849/13]

21/05/2013WRT02100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Neither my 
Department, nor its Enterprise Development Agencies, in particular Enterprise Ireland (EI) and 
the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) provide funding for the establishment of Train-
ing Centres.

These Agencies do however, provide a suite of programmes to assist companies to develop 
their enterprises and support both start up and established businesses. All companies eligible 
for support from the Agencies have the same access to State services regardless of their location 
or status.
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Enterprise Ireland focuses on supporting companies with a clear export focus.

While grant-aid is generally available only to manufacturing and internationally-traded ser-
vices, CEBs can also provide indirect assistance such as advice and mentoring to locally trading 
businesses. The Kerry County Enterprise Board may be able to offer the promoters of the pro-
posed Training Centre at Lyreacrompane, advice on the future development of their Business 
Plan and the contact details are available on the following website: http://www.kerryenterprise.
ie/.

Policy matters in regard to education and training issues, including FETAC Certification, are 
the responsibility of my colleague, Mr Ruairí Quinn, T.D., Minister for Education and Skills. 
Any questions that the promoters of the proposed Training Centre may have in that regard, 
should be directed to that Department.

21/05/2013WRT02150Departmental Bodies

21/05/2013WRT02200387. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the num-
ber of staff and their job title in each IDA office outside Ireland for the years 2011 and 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24032/13]

21/05/2013WRT02300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): During 2012, 
IDA had a total of 18 offices located overseas, this compares to 19 for the previous year.  The 
location of IDA’s overseas offices and the numbers of staff employed therein are, subject to the 
overall budgetary constraints and the Employment Control Framework, a day to day opera-
tional matter for the Agency itself.

IDA locates its offices overseas in the locations which the agency considers optimal to win-
ning the maximum amount of foreign direct investment for this country.  The Agency regularly 
reviews its overseas locations and staff numbers to ensure maximum efficiency in business 
delivery.

Details of the numbers of staff, together with their individual job titles in respect of for each 
IDA office located outside Ireland for the years 2011 and 2012 are set out in the attached tabular 
statement.

Table showing the Number of Staff and Job Title in IDA Ireland Offices outside Ireland for 
2011 and 2012

Office Location 2011 - Staff 
numbers 

2011 - Staff titles 2012 - Staff 
numbers

2012 - Staff 
titles

London 4 Office manager 1
Sales & Marketing 
Exec  2
Support  1

3 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  2
Support  1

Frankfurt 4 Manager 1
Sales & Marketing 
Exec  2
Support   1

6 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  4
Support  1



Questions - Written Answers

268

Office Location 2011 - Staff 
numbers 

2011 - Staff titles 2012 - Staff 
numbers

2012 - Staff 
titles

Paris 3 European 
Director   1
Sales & Marketing 
Exec  1
Support   1

3 European 
Director   1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  1
Support   1

New York 9 Director North 
America 1
Sales
& Marketing 
Exec    6
Support  1
Graduate   1

9 Director North 
America 1
Sales & 
Marketing Exec 
6
Support  1
Graduate 1

Boston 2 Sales & Marketing 
Exec    2

2 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec    2

Mountain View 
California 

5 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  3
Support  1

5 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  3
Support  1

Irvine California 2 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec    2

2 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec    2

Atlanta 2 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec    2

2 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec    2

Chicago 4 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  2
Support   1

4 Manager 1  
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  2
Support   1

Russia 1 Consultant (not 
full time) 

1 Consultant (not 
full time)

Brazil 1 Consultant (not 
full time)

1 Consultant (not 
full time)

Australia 1 Consultant 
(not full time)

1 Consultant (not 
full time)

Japan 3 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  1
Support  1

3 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  1
Support  1

Singapore 1 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  1

1 Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  1
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Office Location 2011 - Staff 
numbers 

2011 - Staff titles 2012 - Staff 
numbers

2012 - Staff 
titles

China (Shanghai 
&Shenzen)

4 Director 
Asia 
Pacific  1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec 2
Support  1

4 Director 
Asia 
Pacific 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec  2
Support  1

India (Mumbai 
& Bangalore)

5 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec 3
Support  1

5 Manager 1
Sales & 
Marketing 
Exec 3S
upport  1

Taiwan 1 Senior 
Project Officer 

Closed -

Total No of Of-
fices 2011 - 19

Total No of 
Staff 2011 - 52

- Total No of 
Staff 2012 - 52

-

Total No of Of-
fices 2012 - 18

- - - -

Job Losses

21/05/2013WRT02400388. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he or his 
Department or any of the State agencies within his ministerial remit had representations from or 
have been in contact with a company (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [24133/13]

21/05/2013WRT02500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am pleased 
to confirm that the level of redundancies at the Kildare operation of this company is less that at 
first indicated. Whereas it had been envisaged that up to 70 posts were going to be lost, the posi-
tion now is that the job losses will total 39, and it is heartening that all of them will be achieved 
on a voluntary basis.  These redundancies will be finalised by the end of this month.

This means that a total of 124 employees will continue working in the Kildare plant.  IDA 
Ireland is working closely with the company to seek to ensure the continued operation of that 
plant and these discussions are on-going.

Enterprise Support Schemes

21/05/2013WRT02600389. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will advise and meet with a group (details supplied). [24209/13]

21/05/2013WRT02700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I thank the 
Deputy for bringing this business idea to my attention. My Department has had previous con-
tacts with the Deputy’s correspondent on this issue.

Enterprise Ireland has a broad system of financial and non-financial supports in place to as-
sist clients through all stages of the business development cycle. My Department has provided 
the Deputy’s correspondent in this matter with the contact details of the relevant Development 
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Adviser in Enterprise Ireland who is available to discuss his proposal with him and who can 
provide him with details of the supports available from Enterprise Ireland to entrepreneurs and 
early stage companies that have an innovative product, service or technology, and have the po-
tential to achieve exports sales and create employment. These supports include:

New Frontiers Entrepreneur Development Programme

This national incubation programme offers successful applicants a package of supports to 
help accelerate their business development and to equip them with the skills to successfully 
start and grow a company.

HPSU Feasibility Grant

Used to investigate the viability and potential of an innovative/high potential start-up and 
the development of an Investor Ready Business Plan.

Innovative HPSU Fund (Equity)

The Innovative HPSU Fund allows Enterprise Ireland to offer equity investment to HPSU 
clients, on a co-funded basis to support the implementation of company business plans. First 
time and follow-on equity investments in HPSUs are supported under this offer.

Mentor Grant

Used to support the cost of a Mentor Assignment. Enterprise Ireland can match an entrepre-
neur with an experienced business mentor to assist the start-up phase or advise on specific areas 
of a company development plan.

Innovation Voucher

Innovation Vouchers, worth €5,000, are available to assist a company to work with a reg-
istered college or knowledge provider to explore a business opportunity or technical problem. 

Internet Growth Acceleration Programme (iGAP)

A 6 month intensive management development programme aimed exclusively at high po-
tential internet/games companies. 

County Enterprise Board Funding

As I outlined previously, funding from the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) 
would be suitable for small start-up enterprises, such as those linked with the SIABH hub pro-
posal. Eligible clients may qualify for a Priming Grant, which is a business start-up grant that 
is available to micro enterprises within the first 18 months of start-up. The grants are subject 
to certain criteria, such as commercial viability, avoidance of displacement of jobs elsewhere 
in the economy, creation of sustainable employment, etc. The typical Priming Grant payable is 
50% of the investment or €80,000, whichever is the lesser, although funding of up to €150,000 
may be provided in exceptional circumstances. Students wishing to engage with the local en-
terprise board following graduation may wish to note that the contact person for Dublin CEB 
is Greg Swift, CEO, 5th Floor, O’Connell Bridge House, Dublin 2, tel: 01-635 1144, email: 
gswift@dceb.ie, website: www.dceb.ie, although contact details for all CEBs are available on 
www.enterpriseboards.ie.”

Microenterprise Loan Fund

It is a requirement of all approved applications that matching funding is available from the 
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applicant for investment in the venture.  This requirement for matching funding is a proven 
technique in stimulating change, in that the commitment of entrepreneurs to development proj-
ects is significantly increased by virtue of the promoter having a financial interest in the success 
of the business. In this regard, the availability of the Microenterprise Loan Fund might be of 
benefit to Mr Bell’s students in overcoming this condition.

The Microenterprise Loan Fund was launched on the 27 September 2012 to improve access 
to credit for entrepreneurs and micro-enterprises and to facilitate the growth and expansion of 
viable businesses from all industry sectors which have been refused access to credit by banks.

The Fund provides support in the form of loans of up to €25,000, available to start-up, new-
ly established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, with viable business 
propositions, that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks. The potential vi-
ability of the business proposal will be the dominant factor in all credit decisions.

Generally loans will be provided for business start-up costs, expansions costs and working 
capital.  Due to its focus on job creation and the benefits this creates, the new Microenterprise 
Loan Fund will have a greater risk appetite than Banks could possibly have and therefore will 
be able to fund and help create and sustain additional micro-enterprises which cannot satisfy 
conventional Bank credit criteria.

Further information on the Scheme is available at www.microfinanceireland.ie and by tele-
phone on 01-2601007.

Traveller Community Issues

21/05/2013WRT02800390. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding unemployment in the Traveller popu-
lation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24253/13]

21/05/2013WRT02900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Depart-
ment for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation has no remit with regard to the provision of formal 
education/qualifications or labour market activation measures. Responsibility for these policy 
instruments rest with the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Social 
Protection respectively.

I understand my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality and the Traveller Policy 
Division within his Department are working actively to support and co-ordinate ongoing policy 
development in relation to Travellers in Irish society.

21/05/2013WRT02950Company Law

21/05/2013WRT03000391. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide for 2012 the total number of six monthly filings at the Companies Registration 
Office in respect of companies that are in receivership; and of that total, the number that were 
delivered later than the statutory deadline. [24488/13]

21/05/2013WRT03100393. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide for 2012 the total number of six monthly filings at the Companies Registration 
Office in respect of companies that are in receivership; and of that total, the number that were 
incomplete when originally filed. [24490/13]
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21/05/2013WRT03200395. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide in respect of 2012 an analysis by name of receiver the number of six monthly fil-
ings at the Companies Registration Office in respect of companies that are in receivership that 
were delivered later than the statutory deadline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24492/13]

21/05/2013WRT03300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 391, 393 and 395 together.

The following Table sets out the information sought by the Deputy:

Total no. of six monthly abstracts filed in 
2012 in respect of companies in receiver-
ship

Total no. delivered later than the statutory 
deadline

2102 1543

The CRO is the central repository of public statutory information on Irish companies and 
business names. The CRO organises the data that it receives by company name and registered 
number and makes this information searchable and accessible to the public on its website via 
either the name or number data-field. The data is not stored nor indexed according to “receiver 
appointed” or any other individuals or officers associated with a company. It is, therefore, not 
possible to list the names of individual receivers as the database is not searchable in this way.

In addition, it is not possible to readily extract statistics on the number of six monthly 
abstracts filed in respect of companies in receivership, that were incomplete (returned to the 
presenter for correction) on first submission to the CRO.

21/05/2013WRT03350Company Law

21/05/2013WRT03400392. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
avenues available to former business owners whose businesses are now in receivership and who 
are seeking information about the affairs of the company that would ordinarily be produced on 
the six monthly filing by the receiver but which has not been filed. [24489/13]

21/05/2013WRT03500394. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an assessment of the damage to good corporate governance and transparency that 
is done by receivers who fail to file six monthly filings at the Companies Registration Office in 
respect of companies that are in receivership. [24491/13]

21/05/2013WRT03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 392 and 394 together. 

The Companies Acts set out the powers and duties of receivers.  There is an obligation on 
receivers to comply with the legislative provisions applicable to them.  Sections 319 and 321 
of the Companies Act 1963 provide that a receiver must send to the Registrar of Companies an 
abstract detailing the assets of the company of which he has taken possession, their estimated 
value, the proceeds of sale of any such assets and of his receipts and payments for each six 
months period following his appointment.  If a receiver makes default in complying with Sec-
tion 319, or if applicable Section 321, he is guilty of an offence.  The offence may be prosecuted 
summarily or on indictment and the penalties are set out in Section 145 of the Companies Act 
1990, as amended.
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From information contained in my reply today to the Deputy’s Dáil question in relation to 
numbers of filings of six-monthly abstracts in 2012, it would appear that receivers do not fail to 
file the required abstracts, but many fail to file them within the statutory deadline. While non-
compliance with a statutory deadline is not desirable, the Companies Registration Office (CRO) 
is not in a position to prosecute every case of late filing of statutory submissions.  The CRO 
prioritises its limited enforcement resources towards the key compliance measure of securing 
the filing of Section 125 annual returns and financial statements by companies.

Section 322 (1) (a) and (2) of the Companies Act 1963 provide that if a receiver fails to 
file returns, accounts or other documents which he is required to do by law, and fails within 14 
days of the serving of a notice requiring him to do so, a creditor or member or the registrar of 
companies may apply to the court for an order directing the receiver to make good the default 
within such period as may be specified in the order. There is no provision applicable to a former 
business owner who is not a member or creditor.  Section 322 (3) provides that this does not 
affect the operation of any other enactment imposing penalties on receivers for similar statutory 
breaches to those set out in subsection (1).

  Question No. 393 answered with Question No. 391.

  Question No. 394 answered with Question No. 392.

  Question No. 395 answered with Question No. 391.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRT04000396. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will lay the latest annual report and accounts of the Company Registration Office before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas. [24493/13]

21/05/2013WRT04100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There is no 
statutory obligation on the Registrar of Companies to prepare an annual report. However, the 
Registrar does prepare such a report and this is laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas, in con-
junction with the annual statutory companies report, prepared by my Department.  Both reports 
for 2012 are currently being translated into Irish and, following consideration by Government, 
will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in advance of the statutory deadline of end July 
in respect of the Companies Report.

Back to Education Allowance Expenditure

21/05/2013WRU00300397. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she intends 
to make any changes to the back to education allowance for September; if there will be any 
limitations imposed on those applying for the payment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [23690/13]

21/05/2013WRU00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to education allowance 
(BTEA) is a second chance education opportunities scheme.

The numbers availing of BTEA and the associated cost of the scheme has risen dramatically 
in recent years.  Numbers for the current 2012/13 academic year are 25,886 which represents a 
191% increase on the 2007/08 numbers.

As the Deputy will appreciate, managing expenditure demands for 2013 and beyond poses 
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difficult challenges and requires a critical analysis of all expenditure items.  Budget 2013 pro-
vided for the cessation of the €300 cost of education allowance for new and existing BTEA 
participants from January 1st, 2013.  The practice of uprating those on means reduced payments 
up to the maximum personal rate of €188 per week was discontinued for new entrants only from 
January 1st, 2013. A new maximum rate of €160 per week for persons under 25 year olds who 
commence BTEA after 1st January 2013 was introduced. Those engaged with BTEA before 
1st January 2013 and who are progressing, or who are mid-course will not be affected by the 
Budget changes relating to ‘uprating’.

The BTEA scheme remains an attractive scheme for social welfare recipients who wish 
to further their education.  A significant majority of those entering BTEA are in receipt of the 
maximum personal rate of payment of €188 per week, which compares favourably with other 
State funded supports for those pursuing education.

The Department has recently published a review of employment support schemes, includ-
ing BTEA, and held a stakeholders’ forum where review recommendations were discussed. All 
review recommendations and feedback from the stakeholders’ forum are being considered as 
the Department now moves in to the implementation phase.

21/05/2013WRU00500Invalidity Pension Appeals

21/05/2013WRU00600398. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection in relation to an ap-
plication (details supplied) the criteria on which medical evidence was assessed on both occa-
sions in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon; the way they could come 
to different conclusions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24923/13]

21/05/2013WRU00700427. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Roscom-
mon; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24047/13]

21/05/2013WRU00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
398 and 427 together. 

Invalidity pension is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the contribution conditions.

Medical assessments and medical reviews of eligibility for social welfare schemes are un-
dertaken by fully qualified medical practitioners who have experience and specialist training/
qualifications in occupational medicine as well as in human disability evaluation. Assessments 
of eligibility are based on medical reports and other evidence furnished by the applicant and 
the applicant’s treating physician. The assessment is made in accordance with the Department’s 
evidence-based medical guidelines and protocols.  Applicants who are not satisfied with a given 
decision have the right to request a review of that decision by a deciding officer or of appeal to 
the independent social welfare appeals office.

The person concerned originally applied for invalidity pension on 27 February 2012.  The 
claim was awarded up to 2 May 2012, when the person in question claimed jobseeker’s benefit 
and, subsequently, commenced a FETAC course.

On 15 April 2013 this department received a claim for invalidity pension from the person 
concerned, with a request for consideration of backdating to 21 January 2013 – the date on 
which he ceased participation on the FETAC citing medical reasons.  The evidence provided by 
the claimant in support of his claim was examined by a medical assessor who was of the opinion 
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that the person concerned is not eligible for invalidity pension as he does not satisfy the medical 
conditions.  A deciding officer disallowed the claim and the person concerned was notified of 
this decision and the reason(s) for it on 20 May 2013 and of his right to a review of the decision 
or to appeal to the social welfare appeals office.

All of the relevant evidence in this case has been submitted to another medical assessor for 
further review and the outcome is expected shortly.  Upon receipt of the opinion of the medical 
assessor, a deciding officer will decide whether a revised decision to award the pension is war-
ranted and the person in question will be notified directly of the result.

21/05/2013WRU00900Illness Benefit Appeals

21/05/2013WRU01000399. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their appeal; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [23643/13]

21/05/2013WRU01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was capable of work.

An appeal was registered on 11th March 2013 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has 
advised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for the 
documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal.  
In that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  The person 
concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

21/05/2013WRU01200Rent Supplement Scheme Appeals

21/05/2013WRU01300400. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when an ap-
peal for a higher rate of rent support will be decided in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 9; if she will acknowledge receipt of additional medical information in support of this 
appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23644/13]

21/05/2013WRU01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was noti-
fied in October 2012 that his entitlement to rent supplement would cease on 31 January 2013 
because the rent being paid exceeded the maximum rent for which a supplement is payable.

The person concerned notified the Department that they had submitted an appeal in relation 
to the decision to suspend the rent supplement claim.  However, the Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has no record of an appeal having been received.

In November 2012, it was decided to continue payment of rent supplement for a further 
three months, to 30 April 2013, in order to allow the person additional time to seek a reduction 
in rent from the landlord or to seek alternative accommodation that fell within the rental limit 
applicable to the family circumstances.

As there was no change in the circumstances following this extended period, the rent sup-
plement was suspended on 30 April 2013.
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The Department has received medical information regarding the person concerned.  In light 
of the medical circumstances outlined, it has been decided to afford the person a further oppor-
tunity to negotiate a reduction in rent with the landlord or to seek alternative accommodation 
within the rent limits appropriate to the family circumstances.  Accordingly, the rent supple-
ment will continue until the end of June 2013, at which time the claim will again be reviewed.

21/05/2013WRU01500Pension Provisions

21/05/2013WRU01600401. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection in the case of 
public servants and other workers who are required to retire due to contract at the age of 65 next 
year, the social welfare payments they will be able to avail of until they can qualify for the State 
contributory pension. [23650/13]

21/05/2013WRU01700402. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to ad-
dress the needs of those public sector workers who will be compelled to retire at 65 years and 
will not qualify for the State pension until they are 66 years; in the absence of the transitional 
pension, if those persons will have to apply for a jobseeker’s payment. [23651/13]

21/05/2013WRU01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
401 and 402 together.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased 
gradually to 68 years.  This will begin in 2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transi-
tion) thereby standardising State pension age for all to 66 years. The State pension age will be 
further increased to 67 years in 2021 and to 68 years in 2028. These changes apply to all fully 
insured employees, including some public servants.

Public servants (including civil servants) who are due to retire aged 65 in January 2014 will 
be able to draw their occupational public service pension at age 65.  The changes regarding 
State pension (transition) will have no impact on public servants (including civil servants) who 
are on modified social insurance.

However, for those public servants (including civil servants) who are fully insured, their 
public service pensions (and contributions) are, like many occupational pension schemes, in-
tegrated (or co-ordinated) with social welfare benefits.  This means the occupational pension 
paid is based on the assumption that the pensioner also receives the State pension (transition or 
contributory).

Where this does not happen, a discretionary supplementary pension may be payable under 
the relevant public service pension scheme to bridge the gap.  In this instance, a supplementary 
pension is only payable where the individual, through no fault of their own, does not qualify for 
social welfare benefit or qualifies at less than the maximum personal rate.  It is therefore neces-
sary to claim any available social welfare benefits in order to receive a supplementary pension.  
This situation is not new and already applies to public sector workers who have a retirement 
age below 65.

For other workers, the main social welfare payments available to those who leave employ-
ment before pension age are jobseekers benefit and job seekers allowance.  Persons aged be-
tween 65 and 66 years are generally entitled to receive payment up to the date on which they 
reach pensionable age (66 years).

It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age. Increasing longevity and significant improvements in health status mean that 
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people can work longer to support themselves in retirement. Raising State pension age and the 
abolition of the State pension (transition) is a necessary step in ensuring the sustainability of 
pensions into the future.  The recently published OECD report on the Review of the Irish Pen-
sion System confirms that reforms are necessary if we are to continue to put pension provision 
on a sustainable footing given the changes in demographics, the deficit in the Social Insurance 
Fund, and the difficult fiscal situation.

Questions Nos. 403 and 404 withdrawn.

21/05/2013WRU02000Carer’s Allowance Appeals

21/05/2013WRU02100405. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on carer’s 
allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23680/13]

21/05/2013WRU02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 26th 
February 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 04th April 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

21/05/2013WRU02300Carer’s Allowance Appeals

21/05/2013WRU02400406. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [23700/13]

21/05/2013WRU02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 14th 
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these are received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

21/05/2013WRU02600Illness Benefit Payments

21/05/2013WRU02700407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding eligibility for illness benefit in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23711/13]
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21/05/2013WRU02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in receipt 
of illness benefit at the maximum personal rate of €188.00 since 7th April 2012. Payment is is-
suing to his employer as per his instructions.

21/05/2013WRU02900Disability Allowance Appeals

21/05/2013WRU03000408. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for disability allowance. 
[23759/13]

21/05/2013WRU03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
22nd March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

21/05/2013WRU03200Pension Provisions

21/05/2013WRU03300409. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Social Protection his views on the 
fact certain women are not eligible for the full rate of a State contributory pension because 
they chose to stay at home to care for their children or family relatives prior to 1994 when the 
homemaker scheme was first introduced; if he will agree that this affects a large proportion of 
our female pension earning population as it was much more common for women to remain in 
the home prior to the 1990s after which time it became more socially acceptable for mothers to 
be out at work; if there are any plans to deal with this sector of our society in order to give them 
due regard for the work they undertook in the home and ensure they receive full pensions; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23782/13]

21/05/2013WRU03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension is a very valu-
able benefit and is the bedrock of the Irish pension system. Therefore, it is important to ensure 
that those qualifying have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund over their 
working lives.

The homemaker’s scheme makes qualification for the State pension (contributory) easier 
by disregarding time spent out of the workforce for caring duties.  The scheme was introduced 
in and took effect from 1994.  Eligibility for the homemaker’s scheme is conditional on firstly 
meeting the standard qualifying conditions for State pension.

There are no plans to review the effective date for this scheme as backdating the scheme fur-
ther than 1994 would involve considerable costs.  The 2007 Green Paper on Pensions indicated 
that to back-date the homemaker’s scheme to 1953, the year when the unified system of social 
insurance was introduced in Ireland, would cost the Exchequer in the region of €160 million. 
Costs in relation to this scheme, under the current rules, are expected to increase in the coming 
years due to the increase in female employment rates since 1994.

In relation to women and social insurance payments, it is worth noting that the Actuarial 
Review of the Social Insurance Fund confirms that the Fund provides better value to female 
rather than male contributors.  Those with lower earnings and those with shorter contribution 



21 May 2013

279

histories, mostly women, have and will continue to obtain the best value for money from the 
Fund.  The social solidarity principle which underlies the Fund is reflected in the fact that, for 
those at the higher end of the income distribution, the Fund is redistributive and they generally 
get back less than they pay in.

While my Department will keep the homemaker’s scheme under review, any improvements 
which could result in further costs for the Exchequer could only be considered in a budgetary 
context in an improved fiscal environment.

21/05/2013WRU03500Social Welfare Payments

21/05/2013WRU03600410. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans move social 
welfare payments to a purely electronic system; if she will outline the proposed timeframe in-
volved in making this move; if she will acknowledge that this move will have a detrimental ef-
fect on the country’s post office network; if she will agree that the post office network has deliv-
ered an exceptional service to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [23786/13]

21/05/2013WRU03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion envisages a payments environment that will ultimately deliver all payments to customers 
electronically. This is in line with wider Government policies and objectives such as better pub-
lic services, better and more effective ePayments and is aligned to the objectives of the National 
Payments Plan published by the Central Bank recently. The progression to electronic payments 
is a critical element of the National Payments Plan which aims to reduce the very high levels 
of cash usage in the Irish economy, thereby contributing to improved national competitiveness.

All welfare customers paid through the post office network are paid in cash.  This is an in-
herently expensive means of paying customers.  This approach is inefficient, costly and impos-
es security risks on customers and staff alike who handle, distribute and receive these monies. 
The Government needs to move to more modern approaches for distributing these vast sums of 
money to customers weekly.

As the current contract with An Post expires at the end of 2013, the Department is undertak-
ing two public procurement competitions for the delivery of welfare payments and will provide 
for progression over time from cash to electronic payment methods.

The first procurement for over the counter cash services for social welfare customers com-
menced in December 2012 and is now well advanced.  This will replace the existing service 
contract with An Post and will ensure continuity in the delivery of cash payments to the Depart-
ment’s almost 1 million cash payment customers.  I anticipate a contract for these services will 
be signed by the summer and will provide similar services to customers to those they currently 
enjoy.  The term of the contract will be for a two year period up to 31 December 2015.  The 
contract may be extended, for one or more period(s) of twelve months each, up to a maximum 
of six years in aggregate.  The services being procured under this RFT will be for a transitional 
period as the Department progressively increases levels of electronic payments.

In addition, and to further support the migration towards electronic payments, the Depart-
ment will be procuring an ePayment solution(s) to complement the existing facility to make 
payments directly into customers’ accounts in financial institutions. It is anticipated that noti-
fication regarding this procurement will issue by end June 2013 and a new electronic payment 
method will be in place for customers towards the end of 2014.

Public sector contracts for the supply of products and services are generally subject to a 
competitive tendering process. This ensures that the taxpayer receives value for money and 
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ensures that all potential suppliers are given the opportunity to put forward the most efficient, 
effective and competitive solutions for consideration and evaluation. The award of public sector 
contracts with a significant financial value is subject to various EU Directives. Because of the 
financial value of this particular service, the Department was required to publicly invite tenders 
for the new contract to deliver social welfare payments when the current contract with An Post 
expires at the end of this year.

I am conscious of the important role of the post offices around the country, notably the ex-
tent to which it is now a one stop shop where people can pay bills, purchase mobile phone top 
ups, use the passport application facility, pay local property tax and carry out a range of bank-
ing and other financial services.  The Government has stated its commitment to maintaining the 
post office network in the Programme for Government.

21/05/2013WRU03800Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

21/05/2013WRU03900411. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal on a farm assist application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry.  [23795/13]

21/05/2013WRU04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25th 
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 29th April 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

21/05/2013WRU04100Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

21/05/2013WRU04200412. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 had their jobseeker’s payment reduced; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23796/13]

21/05/2013WRU04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Until recently the person con-
cerned was in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance at a weekly rate of €164.70, which comprised 
of a personal rate of €144.70 and in addition a winter fuel allowance of €20.00. Payment of 
the winter fuel allowance ceased with effect from the week beginning 8th April 2013 which 
returned his weekly rate to €144.70.  This rate is means-assessed based on the payment of a 
non-contributory state pension to his wife, who is also in receipt of the full range of household 
benefits and qualifies for free travel.

21/05/2013WRU04400Mortgage Interest Supplement Eligibility

21/05/2013WRU04500413. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection the procedures set out 
by her Department, and the criteria which must be met by persons who wish to apply for mort-
gage interest supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23797/13]
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21/05/2013WRU04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the mortgage inter-
est supplement (MIS) scheme is to provide short-term income support to eligible people who 
are unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole 
place of residence. There are approximately 13,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for 
which the Government has provided approximately €42 million for in 2013. Under the rules 
governing entitlement to the scheme a person may be entitled to a supplement towards the 
amount of mortgage interest payable in respect of his or her residence provided that:

- the supplementary welfare allowance means test is satisfied

- the applicant has, at the time of application, engaged with their mortgage lender in order to 
meet their mortgage repayment obligations, and has entered into and complied with an alterna-
tive repayment arrangement for a period of not less than 12 months

- the loan agreement was entered into at a time when, in the opinion of the Department’s 
representative, the person was in a position to meet the repayments

- only the portion of the loan that relates to the essential purchase, repair or maintenance of 
the property is taken into account

- the applicant is habitually resident in the State

- the amount of the mortgage interest payable by the claimant does not exceed such amount 
as the Department’s representative considers reasonable to meet his or her residential and other 
needs

- it is reasonable to award a supplement having regard to the amount of any arrears outstand-
ing on the loan. In exceptional circumstances, the Department’s representative may award a 
supplement where the amount of mortgage interest payable by a person exceeds such amount 
as the Department’s representative considers reasonable to meet his or her residential and other 
needs. Such supplement is payable for a maximum of 12 months from the date of the claim.

- the applicant or their spouse/civil partner/cohabitant is not engaged in full time employ-
ment, defined as more than 29 hours a week (subject to exceptions)

- the applicant is not: involved in a trade dispute; engaged in full time education (subject to 
exceptions); unlawfully in the State; admitted to an institution for a period of in excess of 13 
weeks

- the applicant has not made an application for asylum under the Refugee Act 1996 which 
is awaiting final decision by the Minister for Justice and Equality, or an application under the 
Aliens Act 1935 to remain in the State which has not been determined.

A person who wishes to apply for mortgage interest supplement is advised to contact the 
Department’s representative in their local office administering supplementary welfare allow-
ance.  The application form for mortgage interest supplement is available from the Depart-
ment’s representative administering supplementary welfare allowance and also from the De-
partment’s website, www.welfare.ie.

  Question No. 414 withdrawn.

21/05/2013WRU04800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

21/05/2013WRU04900415. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
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ing accommodation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6. [23802/13]

21/05/2013WRU05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is currently 
in receipt of one parent family payment; she is also receiving €23.50 per week rent allowance 
for the mother and baby facility she is currently residing in. However, as she has not yet applied 
for rent allowance in respect of any address in the rental accommodation sector, my Department 
is not in a position to make a decision on whatever rent entitlement she or may not have when 
this might happen.

My Department does not have a remit in sourcing or providing accommodation as this lies 
within the competency of the relevant local authority. However, her local Citizens Information 
Centre, or an organisation such as Threshold, may be better positioned to give appropriate ad-
vice.

21/05/2013WRU05100Disability Allowance Appeals

21/05/2013WRU05200416. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
10; and when they may expect a decision on their case.  [23808/13]

21/05/2013WRU05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the disability allowance claim of the person concerned was disallowed fol-
lowing an assessment by a Medical Assessor who expressed the opinion that he was medically 
unsuitable for the allowance.  An appeal was registered on 6th March 2013 and in accordance 
with the statutory procedures the relevant department papers and the comments of the Deciding 
Officer on the matter raised in the appeal have been sought.  In that context, an assessment by 
another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social and 
Family Affairs and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against deci-
sions on social welfare entitlements.

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRV00100417. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed individu-
ally by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in her Department, for each year 
in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [23822/13]

21/05/2013WRV00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Details of the amount of travel 
and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed by me and each Minister and Secretary 
General for the period from 1/1/2005 to 31/3/2011 are set out in the following tables:- 

Minister Joan Burton (9/3/2011 to 31/3/2011)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

9/3/2011 – 
31/3/2011

€0 €0 €0 €0
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Minister Éamon Ó Cuív (23/3/2010 to 8/3/2011)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

23/3/2010 – 
31/12/2010

€0 €0 €0 €0

1/1/2011 – 
8/3/2011

€0 €0 €0 €0

Minister Mary Hanafin (7/5/2008 to 22/3/2010)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel 
 (Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

7/5/2008 – 
31/12/2008

€0 €0 €0 €0

1/1/2009 – 
31/12/2009

€0 €0 €0 €0

1/1/2010 – 
22/3/2010

€0 €0 €0 €253

Minister Martin Cullen (14/6/2007 to 6/5/2008)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

14/6/2007 – 
31/12/2007

€0 €0 €0 €0

1/1/2008 – 
6/5/2008

€0 €0 €0 €1,300

Minister Seamus Brennan (1/1/2005 to 13/6/2007)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

1/1/2005 – 
31/12/2005

€0 €712 €0 €5,406

1/1/2006 – 
31/12/2006

€0 €400 €0 €3,397

1/1/2007 – 
13/6/2007

€0 €135 €0 €335

Secretary General – Niamh O’Donoghue (23/7/2010 to 31/3/2011)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

23/7/2010 – 
31/12/2010

€596 €68 €0 €1,099
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Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

1/1/2011 – 
31/3/2011

€176 €333 €0 €914

Secretary General – Bernadette Lacey (21/7/2007 to 22/7/2010)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

21/7/2007 – 
31/12/2007

€200 €136 €195 €3,586

1/1/2008 – 
31/12/2008

€206 €170 €79 €1,584

1/1/2009 – 
31/12/2009

€485 €572 €21 €2,064

1/1/2010 – 
22/7/2010

€258 €123 €0 €0

Secretary General – John Hynes (1/1/2005 to 20/7/2007)

Period Home Travel 
(Travel)

Home Travel 
(Subsistence)

Foreign Travel  
(Travel)

Foreign Travel
(Subsistence)

1/1/2005 – 
31/12/2005

€0 €0 €0 €0

1/1/2006 – 
31/12/2006

€0 €0 €0 €0

1/1/2007 – 
20/7/2007

€103 €0 €0 €0

Travel expenses are claimed in the course of carrying out official duties and also for various 
work related requirements such as attending meetings and representing the Department.

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRV00300418. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
in tabular form the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in her 
Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in 
each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[23838/13]

21/05/2013WRV00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The number of staff appointed by 
each Minister in my Department or Constituency Office and their relevant cost including travel 
and subsistence in each case for the period 2005 to March 2011 is set out in the following tabu-
lar statement.
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PERIOD MINISTER SPECIAL ADVIS-
ERS / STAFF

TOTAL

24/3/2010 to 
8/3/2011

Éamon Ó Cuív      4 €270,134

8/5/2008 to 
23/3/2010

Mary Hanafin 4 €569,601

14/6/2007 to 
7/5/2008

Martin Cullen 4 €240,595

1/1/2005 to 
13/6/2007

Seamus Brennan 4 €722,400

 

 1. There were no Ministers of State in my Department during the period in question.

2. All Ministers appointed 1 Special Adviser, 1 Press Adviser, 1 Personal Assistant and 1 
Personal Secretary, with the exception of Minister Martin Cullen, who appointed a Personal 
Administrative Assistant instead of a Special Adviser.  

3. Costs shown include salaries and wages inclusive of employer PRSI contributions and 
travel and subsistence payments.

Questions Nos. 419 and 420 withdrawn.

21/05/2013WRV00475Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

21/05/2013WRV00500421. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
people removed from both invalidity pension and disability benefit in each of the past three 
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23878/13]

21/05/2013WRV00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Illness Benefit Counts of Claims 
Closed / Following Action 2010 - 2012

Year Total Claims Closed Claims Closed Fol-
lowing Departmental 
Action

%

2010 277,878 5,129 1.85
2011 295,828 6,067 2.05
2012 291,361 4,837 1.66

Illness benefit claims closed following departmental action mainly refer to claimants no 
longer eligible following medically review.

Invalidity Claims Closed

2010-2012

Year Claims Closed
2010 1,125
2011 1,692
2012 1,625
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Claims closed include deceased claimants, claimants transferring to another social welfare 
payment and claimants no longer eligible following medical review. 

Figures for invalidity claims closed do not include transfer from invalidity pension to state 
pension contributory at age 66.

21/05/2013WRV00650Saorthaisteal

21/05/2013WRV00700422. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí cé na pleananna atá 
aici lena chinntiú go mbeidh seirbhís bus in aisce ar fáil ag oileánaigh a bhfuil pas saorthaistil 
acu óna Roinn agus atá ina gcónaí ar oileán Árann i gCo. na Gaillimhe; cé na fáthanna nach 
bhfuil seirbhís mar sin ann; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [23891/13]

21/05/2013WRV00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tá breis is 745,000 custaiméir i 
dteideal saorthaistil i láthair na huaire agus nuair a chuirtear pasanna do chéilí agus do chompán-
aigh san áireamh cáilíonn breis is 1.1. milliún custaiméir do shaortaisteal. Sin 20% den daonra, 
nó geall leis. Shocraigh an Rialtas roimhe seo go gcoimeádfaí an caiteachas ar an scéim seo ar 
leibhéil na bliana 2010, agus tá €77 milliún curtha i leataobh le caitheamh ar an scéim saorthais-
til sa bhliain 2013.

 Is é cuspóir na scéime saorthaistil úsáid a bhaint as acmhainn bhreise ar sheirbhísí iompair 
atá inmharthana ó thaobh tráchtála de. An t-oibreoir deireanach ar Oileáin Árann a bhí páirteach 
sa scéim saorthaistil, tuigim gur scoir sé de sheirbhís a chur ar fáil i Meitheamh 2008 agus gur 
fhág sé an scéim leis sin. Ní bhfuarthas aon iarratas eile ó shin. 

 Tá  méadú ag teacht ar líon na ndaoine a cháilíonn don scéim saorthaistil agus ar an mbrú ar 
chistiú, leis, mar sin iarradh ar mo Roinn athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar an scéim, in éineacht leis 
an Roinn Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt, an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe 
agus an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair. Táthar ag súil le toradh an athbhreithnithe sin a fháil i lár na 
bliana 2013.  Scrúdófar oibriú na scéime saorthaistil i láthair na huaire agus an tslí a bhféadfaí 
an scéim a fhorbairt feasta, lena n-áirítear maoiniú na scéime, agus tuairisceofar dá réir. 

Disability Allowance Appeals

21/05/2013WRV00900423. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23898/13]

21/05/2013WRV01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 5 March 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 29 April 2013 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 424 withdrawn.
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Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

21/05/2013WRV01100425. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration 
will be given to allocating funding in order that persons in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance can 
train and qualify as special needs assistants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24006/13]

21/05/2013WRV01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department provides a range 
of second chance education opportunities for unemployed people, lone parents and people 
with disabilities. The Department’s objective in this area is to raise educational and skills level 
among the long term unemployed, in order to help them to meet the requirements of the labour 
market. The back to education programme was introduced to provide a comprehensive range 
of options from which an unemployed person can choose, or be directed to, the most appro-
priate for his/her needs. Amongst the supports available are the back to education allowance 
scheme (BTEA) and the part time education option (PTEO). These supports may be available 
to persons on qualifying social welfare payments. Courses leading to a qualification as a special 
needs assistant may be eligible for both these schemes. 

A  person wishing to pursue a course of study under the back to education allowance will 
have to satisfy a number of conditions such as being a certain age, in receipt of a prescribed so-
cial welfare payment for a specified time period, pursuing a full time course of study leading to 
a recognised qualification in a recognised college and progressing in the level of education held 
by the client with reference to the national framework of qualifications among others. BTEA 
is essentially a social welfare replacement income which is paid in lieu of the relevant social 
welfare payment that qualifies the applicant for participation in the scheme.  

Courses of education from second level to Higher diploma level (H Dip) in any discipline 
(level 8 in the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) or a Professional Diploma in Edu-
cation (Primary and Secondary Teaching; level 8 in NFQ) are eligible courses. Some private 
colleges are recognised for back to education allowance purposes provided the course being 
pursued has HETAC , FETAC or Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) recognition.   

However, if a person wishes to pursue a part time education course they may be able to do 
so while retaining their jobseekers payment under PTEO of the back to education programme.  
They must apply at their local social welfare office and verify that participation on the course 
does not reduce their availability for work and that they are genuinely seeking work.  

The Department of Social Protection does not offer specific income supports for students 
outside of the back to education programme and there are no plans to provide additional fund-
ing other than the back to education programme for courses leading to a special need assistant 
qualification.

Question No. 426 withdrawn.

Question No. 427 answered with Question No. 398.

21/05/2013WRV01288Job Assist Scheme Expenditure

21/05/2013WRV01300428. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the fact 
that the IMF ninth report on Ireland observed that unemployment and underemployment stands 
at 23% and the review called for plans to increase resources through redeployment or by en-
gaging private sector firms should be pursued without delay, the steps being taken to develop 
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Pathways to Work options to include private sector firms to assist, support and complement the 
current employment and advisory services; when he will publish the CESI report on activation 
services which was commissioned in November 2012; and when tenders will be issued for ac-
tivation and support services under Pathways to Work.  [24068/13]

21/05/2013WRV01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I refer the Deputy to my answer to 
his Questions Nos. 110 to 112, inclusive, of 8 May. 

As I stated, the Pathways to Work policy provides for more regular and on-going engage-
ment with jobseekers to enable them to return to employment through the provision of the most 
appropriate support interventions. In order to increase activation capacity the Department is 
considering the contracting of employment services to complement the existing capacity of 
the department.  In that regard, the Department engaged the Centre for Economic and Social 
Inclusion (CESI) in November 2012 to provide expert advice and assistance with the design 
and delivery of a contracted employment service model. The consultants recently produced a 
report and this is currently being evaluated. I expect the evaluation to be completed in the near 
future. The question of tendering for the provision of additional activation services will be then 
considered by Government. 

As part of its current employment service provision, the Department already contracts with 
external providers for the delivery of both the Local Employment Service (LES) and Job Clubs.  
Employment services, including career planning, engagement with employers and job search 
assistance, are provided under contract by these organisations to clients who are activated by 
the Department.  The Department funds this contracted provision to the value of approximately 
€25m per annum and these organisations employ approximately 390 staff, who are engaged in 
the provision of these services.

In addition, the Department intends to significantly increase its own complement of activa-
tion case workers by redeploying staff from other activities. The number of such case workers 
should rise from c.300 to c.600 by the end of the year.

Pension Provisions

21/05/2013WRV01500429. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the 
fact that pensioners who retire at 65 years will have to sign on the dole and search for work for 
a year before being allowed to claim the State pension; if she will clarify this situation; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24083/13]

21/05/2013WRV01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act, 2011 provides that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This will 
begin in 2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) thereby standardising State 
pension age for all to 66 years. The State pension age will be further increased to 67 years in 
2021 and to 68 years in 2028. 

For workers who retire at 65 and who cannot or do not wish to remain in the workforce, 
the main social welfare payments available to those who leave employment before pension age 
are jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance.  Persons aged between 65 and 66 years are 
generally entitled to receive payment up to the date on which they reach pensionable age (66 
years).   Any jobseeker’s benefit recipient may be subject to activation measures.

It should be noted that until the 1970s, the standard age for receipt of State pension was 
70 years of age. Increasing longevity and significant improvements in health status mean that 
people can work longer to support themselves in retirement. Recent pension reforms including 
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the raising of State pension age and the abolition of the State pension (transition) are necessary 
steps in ensuring the sustainability of pensions into the future.  The recently published OECD 
report on the Review of the Irish Pension System confirms that reforms are necessary if we are 
to continue to put pension provision on a sustainable footing given the changes in demograph-
ics, the deficit in the Social Insurance Fund, and the difficult fiscal situation.

Citizen Information Services

21/05/2013WRV01700430. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason 
there is only a 2.5 day service provided in a Citizens Information Service instead of a full time 
service in a town (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24143/13]

21/05/2013WRV01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Donegal Citizens Information Ser-
vice (CIS) is funded through the Citizens Information Board to provide information, advice 
and advocacy services to the citizens of Co. Donegal.  There are offices in Ballyshannon, Let-
terkenny, Buncrana, Carndonagh, Dungloe, Milford and Donegal Town as well as a number of 
outreach services.  

Between 2002 and  February  2011, a full time information officer service was provided  in 
Buncrana. The combination of funding available under the  Jobs Initiative Scheme operated by 
Inishowen Development Partnership Ltd and a funding allocation from Donegal CIS equivalent 
to a 0.5 post allowed for the delivery of a service five days a week in Buncrana Citizens Infor-
mation Centre.

Since February 2011, the Jobs Initiative Scheme resource is no longer available.  In order 
to provide a service in Buncrana,  Donegal CIS reallocated resources to provide cover on two 
days each week pending recruitment to fill the 0.5 post allocated to the Centre.  Following re-
cruitment in October, a part-time Information Officer has now been permanently allocated to 
the Buncrana office so that a service can be provided on three days per week.  In addition to this 
permanent part time Information Officer, a second Information Officer works in Buncrana CIS 
for 1.5 days per week. 

Information and assistance on the range of services and schemes offered by my Department 
can be obtained in Buncrana Social Welfare Local Office.

Donegal CIS also provides targeted information sessions to local groups and communities 
where a need is identified or to meet specific requests.  

The Citizens Information Board operates a national helpline, telephone 0761 07 4000, 
which provides a comprehensive and confidential information service to people throughout 
the country, Monday to Friday from 9am to 9pm.  Further information is provided on a broad 
range of subjects on the citizen’s information website www.citizensinformation.ie, which aims 
to meet customer demands for fast, easy access to comprehensive information on rights and 
entitlements.

While the number of callers to the service has increased by approximately 8% in recent 
months, local management, by actively monitoring demand and keeping the level of service 
under ongoing review, is satisfied that the current level of available resources allocated to Bun-
crana CIS is adequate to meet service needs.
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Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

21/05/2013WRV01900431. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of taxi 
drivers who are claiming social welfare benefits due to the lack of work in this industry; if the 
figure of 8% is the correct number of taxi drivers on social welfare benefits; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24144/13]

21/05/2013WRV02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not collated by my Department.

21/05/2013WRV02050Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

21/05/2013WRV02100432. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal for 
supplementary welfare allowance will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24212/13]

21/05/2013WRV02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 16 May 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

21/05/2013WRV02300433. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
formerly employed in the construction trade categories who are in receipt of unemployment 
benefit; the breakdown of these people by category; the number currently looking for work; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24217/13]

21/05/2013WRV02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The total number of persons in 
receipt of jobseeker’s benefit at the end of April 2013 was 78,414; of this total, 13,402 had 
occupations in construction trade categories. A qualifying condition of the jobseeker’s benefit 
scheme is that all recipients must be genuinely seeking work in order to qualify for payment.  
The following table details the breakdown of this number by category for the Deputy’s informa-
tion. 

Category Number Percentage of Total Jobseek-
er’s Benefit Recipients

Architects, Town Planners 
and Surveyors

210 0.3%

Construction Trades 4,930 6.3%
Draughtspersons, Quantity 
and Other Surveyors

97 0.1%

Electrical/Electronic Trades 1,018 1.3%
Engineers and Technologists 1,112 1.4%
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Category Number Percentage of Total Jobseek-
er’s Benefit Recipients

Metal Forming, Welding and 
Related Trades

554 0.7%

Metal Machining, Fitting 
and Instrument Making 
Trades

791 1.0%

Metal Making and Treating 
Workers

16 0.0%

Metal Working Process 
Workers

64 0.1%

Other Craft and Related 
Occupations not elsewhere 
classified

690 0.9%

Other Occupations in Con-
struction

1,145 1.5%

Other Occupations in Min-
ing and Manufacturing

41 0.1%

Road Transport Workers 1,711 2.2%
Woodworking Trades 1,023 1.3%
Total 13,402 17.1%

Domiciliary Care Allowance Eligibility

21/05/2013WRV02500434. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the domi-
ciliary care allowance was removed from a child (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24225/13]

21/05/2013WRV02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 7th February 2012.  This 
application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 5th March 2012 advising of 
the decision not to allow the application.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal 
against this decision and she was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 17th   
December 2012 that the appeal was disallowed.

The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete.  If the person concerned 
has additional information which was not made available to the deciding and appeals officers 
when they made their decisions, or if circumstances have changed, it is open to her to re-apply 
for the allowance at any time.

Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

21/05/2013WRV02700435. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline in 
tabular form on a report by report basis, the fees that have been paid, or payments outstanding, 
to Indecon for publishing various report for her Department from 2011 to date in 2013; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24240/13]

21/05/2013WRV02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Indecon International Economic 
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Consultants were retained, following a tender process, by the Department of Social Protection 
in 2012 to undertake an evaluation of the JobBridge scheme. Indecon has not been retained for 
any other purpose. As the price submitted by Indecon was submitted as part of a competitive 
tender process and  is considered commercially confidential, I will not disclose the fee at this 
time. I am aware Deputy that the fee was competitive and that the work of Indecon was pro-
duced to a high standard.

Invalidity Pension Eligibility

21/05/2013WRV02900436. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
the refusal of invalidity pension to a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; if she will 
confirm the grounds on which the medical officer who examined the application decided this 
person was capable of work of any nature; if she will confirm the type of work she or her medi-
cal officer would recommend for this person; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24265/13]

21/05/2013WRV03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): All medical assessments and med-
ical reviews are undertaken by fully qualified medical practitioners who have experience and 
specialist training/qualifications in occupational medicine as well as in human disability evalu-
ation. Desk assessments of eligibility are based on medical reports and other evidence furnished 
by the applicant and the applicant’s treating physician. The assessment is made in accordance 
with the Department’s evidence based medical guidelines and protocols.  Applicants who are 
not satisfied with a given decision have the right to request a review of that decision by a decid-
ing officer or of appeal to the independent social welfare appeals office.

In the case of the person named, all medical evidence submitted was taken into account 
and given full consideration by my Department’s Medical Assessors at the Claim application 
stage and also at a subsequent review of that decision. The person concerned still has the right 
of appeal to the independent social welfare appeals office. Eligibility for Invalidity Pension is 
determined by the severity and expected duration of the medical condition.  Invalidity Pension 
would be awarded if the medical condition incapacitated the customer from all categories of 
work.  Monocular vision would not be a contraindication for all categories of work such as:

Light/semi-skilled – Receptionist;

Light/lesser skilled – Shop Assistant/Caretaker.

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme

21/05/2013WRW00200437. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if, following a reduc-
tion of €50 per child, there are plans to cut the back to school clothing and footwear allowance; 
if she will confirm the number of recipients of financial assistance pertaining to this scheme 
in 2012, compared to those recipients in 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24267/13]

21/05/2013WRW00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to school clothing and 
footwear allowance (BSFFA) scheme provides a one-off payment to eligible families to assist 
with the extra costs when children start school each autumn.  The Government has provided 
€48.8m for the scheme in 2013.

The rates of BSCFA have increased significantly in recent years when viewed in the context 
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of clothing and footwear price trends.  Since 2006, BSCFA rates have increased from €120 to 
€150 in 2012 in respect of qualified children aged from 4 to 11 years and from €190 to €250 
for those aged from 12 to 22.  These are increases of 25% and 31.5% respectively.  The March 
2013 Consumer Price Index indicates that the overall cost of clothing and footwear has fallen 
by approximately 30% over the same period.  In light of these trends the payment rates were 
reduced to €100 and €200 respectively in Budget 2013.

In 2011, over 196,000 individuals received a BSCFA payment in respect of some 384,000 
children at a cost of almost €91m.  Approximately 187,000 families, with 340,000 children, 
were assisted under the scheme in 2012 at a cost of €65.7 million. 

It is expected that a similar number of families and children will benefit from the scheme in 
2013.  Any changes to the scheme would be considered in a budgetary context.

Exceptional Needs Payment Eligibility

21/05/2013WRW00400438. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if an elderly or 
disabled person who requires work to their home would be considered for an emergency needs 
payment when the local authority is no longer accepting applications for housing aid for older 
people or housing adaption grants and where works are necessary; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24272/13]

21/05/2013WRW00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary wel-
fare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure which a person could not 
reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  The Government has provided 
€47.6 million for the scheme in 2013.  

There is no automatic entitlement to a payment or no predetermined amounts under the 
different categories for ENPs.  Such payments are payable at the discretion of the officers ad-
ministering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the rel-
evant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need 
of assistance.  Those who qualify are normally in receipt of a social welfare or Health Service 
Executive payment. 

Examples of the main types of needs that are met under the scheme include; assistance 
towards the purchase of household appliances, bedding, clothing & child related items such as 
cots and prams, funeral & burial expenses. 

The scheme is not intended to cover circumstances where responsibility rests with another 
Government Department or Agency.  Accordingly an ENP would not be payable in the circum-
stances outlined in the Deputy’s question.

Disability Allowance Eligibility

21/05/2013WRW00600439. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made on a disability allowance review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo. [24315/13]

21/05/2013WRW00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person’s claim is with a social 
welfare investigator for a means test and a report on the person’s eligibility for disability allow-
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ance.  I understand that the investigator will shortly be in contact with the person on the matter.  
When the investigator’s report is received by the deciding officer a decision will be made on the 
person’s claim and he will be notified in writing of the outcome.

Where a person’s means are insufficient to meet their needs while awaiting a decision on 
their social welfare claim, they may apply for supplementary welfare allowance from their local 
community welfare officer.

Social Welfare Appeals Status

21/05/2013WRW00800440. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal by a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be carried out by oral hearing; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24342/13]

21/05/2013WRW00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 15th 
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 9th May 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 441 withdrawn.

Supplementary Welfare Allowance Applications

21/05/2013WRW01100442. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the funding 
that is available for parents requiring intensive medical support, for example dialysis, which 
children are not allowed to attend in order that they can make provision for their children’s care 
during the school holidays, so that they can attend their required hospital sessions; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24402/13]

21/05/2013WRW01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Under the supplementary welfare 
allowance scheme a crèche supplement is available to assist with the cost of child-care where 
there is a proven and verified on-going need due to individual circumstances, usually where a 
child may be in difficult circumstances, and would benefit by attending a community crèche.

A crèche supplement will only be considered where a Public Health Nurse or Health Service 
Social Worker recommends that a child, in difficult circumstances, would benefit by attending 
a community crèche or that the parent(s) of a child needs to avail of counselling services, ad-
diction treatments or similar and that crèche services are necessarily required to facilitate this.

In general, where on-going provision of community child care services is required to meet 
particular social needs in an area, funding from sources other than under the supplementary 
welfare allowance may be more appropriate.

It is advised that the person referred to by the Deputy contacts their local Department repre-
sentative administering the supplementary welfare allowance scheme to assess their entitlement 
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to this scheme.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRW01300443. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will set out in 
tabular form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organisations under his 
Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than one 
year old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and those of all such organisa-
tions whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending 
before May 2011.  [25024/13]

21/05/2013WRW01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The statutory bodies operating 
under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are the Citizens Information Board, the 
Pensions Board, the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman and the Social Welfare Tribunal.

Body Accounts more than 1 year 
Old

Accounts more than 2 years 
Old

Citizens Information Board Accounts for year ended 
31/12/2011 laid in 2012

Pension Board Accounts for year ended 
31/12/2011 laid in 2012

Office of the Pensions Om-
budsman

Accounts for year ended 
31/12/2011 laid in 2012

Social Welfare Tribunal No requirement to lay ac-
counts

The latest accounts in respect of the Citizens Information Board, the Pension Board and the 
Office of the Pensions Ombudsman referring to the year ended 31/12/2011 were accepted by 
Government and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in 2012.  The Social Welfare Tribunal 
is not required to lay accounts before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Archaeological Sites

21/05/2013WRW01500444. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
views on the call from the Irish Metal Detecting Society and the Amateur Metal Detectors As-
sociation of Ireland for reform of the law as it relates to the hobby of metal detecting with a 
particular focus on gaining access to State lands and the issue of boundaries near archaeological 
sites and national monuments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24368/13]

21/05/2013WRW01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Measures to 
regulate the use of metal detectors were introduced in the National Monuments Act (Amend-
ment) 1987 to protect our archaeological heritage from irreparable damage and loss from the 
indiscriminate use of metal detectors to search for artefacts or archaeological objects.  The 1987 
Act sets out the statutory provisions in relation to the general use of metal detectors to search 
for archaeological objects on any lands and the particular requirements applying to their use on 
protected monuments and archaeological sites.  The locations and boundaries of such protected 
monuments are set out on the website of my Department’s National Monuments Service, www.
archaeology.ie.  State owned lands are generally open to the public.  Access to private lands is 
a matter for the owners or managers.  
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My Department, in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland, is currently drawing 
up an advice note for the public in relation to metal detecting.  I expect the advice note to be 
available shortly.

Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRW01700445. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
view of the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations to 
cut grass on property owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if he will 
ask those agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on that come within his remit to con-
sider similar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with representa-
tives of local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23765/13]

21/05/2013WRW01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment’s primary role as custodian of the National Parks and nature reserves is to conserve their 
biodiversity, unique features and qualities and to protect the species and habitats within them.  
While the majority of these lands are not suitable for the support of livestock, where a need 
arises for grazing to be undertaken in specific habitats, my Department has entered into graz-
ing licensing agreements with the farming community in some instances and maintains its own 
livestock in other cases.

In view of the present fodder shortage, I have asked my Department to consider what other 
lands within the National Parks and nature reserves might be suitable for fodder production and 
the feasibility of making those lands available for this purpose as an exceptional measure in 
these exceptionally difficult circumstances. 

The Deputy will appreciate that most of the bodies funded from my Department’s Vote 
Group do not own or control land.  In the case of those that do, the management of this issue is 
part of their day-to-day operational responsibilities. I am arranging, therefore, for the terms of 
the Deputy’s Question to be transmitted to the heads of those bodies that may be potentially in 
a position to be of assistance in this matter.

Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRW01900446. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
Department has received an application from the Health Service Executive for co-funding for 
the provision of a Health Centre on Inishbofin, County Galway; and if they have, the current 
position in relation to the consideration of this application; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23777/13]

21/05/2013WRW02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): The Health Service Executive formally applied for funding for this project from 
my Department in 2008.  However, due to a large number of commitments it had at the time, my 
Department was not in a position to fund the project.  The position remains unchanged.

Ministerial Expenditure

21/05/2013WRW02100447. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will outline in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, 
claimed individually by each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his De-
partment, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 



21 May 2013

297

the matter. [23810/13]

21/05/2013WRW02150448. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will outline in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of 
State in his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and sub-
sistence, in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23826/13]

21/05/2013WRW02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 447 and 448 together.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht was estab-
lished on 2 June 2011, following substantial Departmental reconfigurations, and accordingly 
was not in existence during the period in question.

Commemorative Events

21/05/2013WRW02400449. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will outline the details of the events that are planned to mark the centenary of the 1913 
Lockout; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24007/13]

21/05/2013WRW02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The arrange-
ments in relation to the Lockout are primarily being brought forward by a 1913 Commemora-
tion Committee under the auspices of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions and include a national 
tapestry project, an oral history project, exhibitions, conferences, seminars, memorial church 
services, re-enactments and a schools programme brought forward in association with the Na-
tional Cultural Institutions, academic bodies, community and voluntary partners.  Recognising 
the centenary of the Lockout, the ‘One City, One Book’ programme of Dublin City Council has 
selected ‘Strumpet City’ for 1913.

My Department has provided support for the development of the 1913 tapestry project, 
which is being developed by a large group of volunteers under the supervision of the National 
College of Art and Design and artists Robert Ballagh and Cathy Henderson.  The National Mu-
seum will host an exhibition of the banners of the labour movement.  The National Library will 
host a major exhibition in August entitled “Lockout!”, which will provide access to historical 
documents of the time.  Special commemorative stamps will be issued by An Post.

Special Areas of Conservation Designation

21/05/2013WRW02600450. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding progress of the national raised bog management plan; and the date for the 
plans publication. [24042/13]

21/05/2013WRW02700451. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
purpose of the peatland strategy plan which RPS have been commissioned to carry out; the 
role it will play in relation to the national raised bog management plan; and when the peatlands 
strategy plan is expected to be published. [24043/13]

21/05/2013WRW02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 450 and 451 together.  

In April 2012, I secured the agreement of Commissioner Potočnik to the development of a 
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National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan.  This was in keeping 
with the recommendations of Justice Quirke following the Peatlands Forum and with the mo-
tion agreed unanimously by Dáil Éireann on 7th March, 2012.

RPS consultants have been engaged to carry out the necessary scientific work to underpin 
the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan and to inform the fu-
ture restoration and management of each of the raised bog SACs.  This work is being overseen 
by an independent steering group with input from the Peatlands Council. Draft proposals for 
each of the sites will be discussed with affected parties as part of this process. 

I am determined that, in collaboration with the Peatlands Council and local turf-cutting 
communities, substantial progress will be made on the plan over the coming months.  My 
Department has stepped up contact with turf-cutting groups to seek long-term solutions to the 
issues for their particular bogs, in compliance with EU and national law.  I hope that with the 
constructive engagement of local turf-cutting communities, the draft Plan can be completed by 
November, in time to submit an application to the European Commission under Article 6(4) of 
the Habitats Directive, if required, prior to the 2014 cutting season.

It should be noted that my Department, with oversight by the Peatlands Council, is also 
preparing a separate overall national Peatlands Strategy to guide the Government’s approach to 
the management and conservation of all Ireland’s peatlands.

Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Application Numbers

21/05/2013WRW02900452. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of turf cutters that have applied for the compensation payment, the relocation option 
and the turf delivery scheme on each of the 53 raised bog special areas of conservation; the 
number of turf cutters that have availed of the three schemes; and the total number of turf cut-
ters affected on each bog in tabular form. [24044/13]

21/05/2013WRW03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): 2,668 ap-
plications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme have been 
received and acknowledged by my Department.  780 of these applicants have expressed an 
interest in relocation to non-designated bogs.  A total of 2,219 payments and 205 deliveries of 
turf have been made in respect of the applications received. 

Details of the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme figures, on a bog by bog basis, 
are available on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department at 
http://www.npws.ie/peatlandsturfcutting/turfcutting/compensationschemestatistics/.

For the Deputy’s convenience the details are set out at Appendix 1.

Site Code Name County Applic-
ations

No. Opting 
for Pay-
ment

Reloc-
ation

Turf Deliv-
ery Made

Paid Year 1 
of 15

Paid Year 2 
of 15

000006 Killy-
conny Bog 
(Clogh-
bally)

Cavan/ 
Meath

45 37 8 0 3 1

000231 Barrough-
ter Bog

Galway 68 41 27 2 45 48

000248 Cloon-
moylan 
Bog

Galway 81 73 8 1 54 53
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Site Code Name County Applic-
ations

No. Opting 
for Pay-
ment

Reloc-
ation

Turf Deliv-
ery Made

Paid Year 1 
of 15

Paid Year 2 
of 15

000285 Kilsallagh 
Bog

Galway 32 23 9 3 26 23

000296 Lisnag-
eeragh 
Bog and 
Ballinstack 
Turlough

Galway 20 11 9 2 7 9

000297 Lough 
Corrib

Galway/
Mayo

93 83 10 0 65 69

000301 Lough 
Lurgeen 
Bog/ Gle-
namaddy 
Turlough

Galway 31 22 9 2 16 15

000326 Shankill 
West Bog

Galway 11 8 3 0 7 7

000382 Sheheree 
(Ardagh) 
Bog

Kerry 1 1 0 0 0 0

000391 Ballynaf-
agh Bog

Kildare 56 28 28 8 24 18

000440 Lough Ree Roscom-
mon/ 
Longford/ 
Westmeath

308 212 96 20 210 N/A

000497 Flughany 
Bog

Mayo/
Sligo

17 14 3 0 11 9

000566 All Saints 
Bog and 
Esker

Offaly 6 4 2 0 0 0

000572 Clara Bog Offaly 107 50 57 27 62 35
000575 Ferbane 

Bog
Offaly 4 1 3 0 0 0

000580 Mongan 
Bog

Offaly 5 4 1 0 1 1

000581 Moyclare 
Bog

Offaly 26 5 21 0 22 14

000582 Raheen-
more Bog

Offaly 0 0 0 0 0 0

000585 Shara-
vogue Bog

Offaly 2 2 0 0 0 0

000592 Bellana-
gare Bog

Roscom-
mon

185 138 47 11 114 118

000595 Callow 
Bog

Roscom-
mon

97 80 17 5 74 0

000597 Carrowbe-
hy/Caher 
Bog

Roscom-
mon

3 3 0 0 1 1

000600 Cloon-
chambers 
Bog

Roscom-
mon

29 23 6 0 12 6

000604 Derrinea 
Bog

Roscom-
mon

1 1 0 0 0 0

000614 Cloon-
shanville 
Bog

Roscom-
mon

7 7 0 0 2 2
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Site Code Name County Applic-
ations

No. Opting 
for Pay-
ment

Reloc-
ation

Turf Deliv-
ery Made

Paid Year 1 
of 15

Paid Year 2 
of 15

000641 Ballyduff/
Clonfinane 
Bog

Tipperary 2 2 0 0 2 2

000647 Kilcarren-
Firville 
Bog

Tipperary 25 22 3 0 14 13

000679 Garriskil 
Bog

Westmeath 1 1 0 0 1 1

001242 Carrowna-
gappul 
Bog

Galway 132 62 70 35 67 59

001818 Lough 
Forbes 
Complex

Roscom-
mon/ 
Longford

13 9 4 0 2 0

002110 Corliskea/
Trien/
Cloonfelliv 
Bog

Galway/ 
Roscom-
mon

79 65 14 5 44 53

002298  River Moy Mayo/ 
Roscom-
mon/ Sligo

73 64 9 0 29 N/A

002331  Mouds 
Bog

Kildare 101 62 39 35 50 N/A

002332  Coolrain 
Bog

Laois 55 45 10 5 40 N/A

002333  Knocka-
coller Bog

Laois 26 21 5 0 6 N/A

002336  Carn Park 
Bog

Westmeath 60 27 33 6 44 N/A

002337 Crosswood 
Bog

Westmeath 70 37 33 3 48 N/A

002338  Druma-
lough Bog

Roscom-
mon

20 19 1 0 13 N/A

002339  Ballyna-
mona Bog 
and Corkip 
Lough

Roscom-
mon

62 32 30 6 43 N/A

002340 Money-
beg and 
Clareisland 
Bogs

Meath/ 
Westmeath

88 76 12 2 71 N/A

002341 Ardagul-
lion Bog

Longford 41 30 11 2 24 N/A

002342      Mount 
Hevey Bog

Meath/ 
Westmeath

67 28 39 4 24 N/A

002343     Tullaher 
Lough and 
Bog

Clare 196 169 27 4 157 N/A

002346      Brown 
Bog

Longford 6 6 0 0 1 N/A

002347      Camderry 
Bog

Galway 14 6 8 4 9 N/A

002348     Clooneen 
Bog

Longford 12 9 3 0 9 N/A

002349      Corbo Bog Roscom-
mon

72 43 29 1 44 N/A
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Site Code Name County Applic-
ations

No. Opting 
for Pay-
ment

Reloc-
ation

Turf Deliv-
ery Made

Paid Year 1 
of 15

Paid Year 2 
of 15

002350      Curraghle-
hanagh 
Bog

Galway 46 27 19 12 28 N/A

002351      Moanvean-
lagh Bog

Kerry 28 25 3 0 22 N/A

002352      Monivea 
Bog

Galway 46 40 6 0 30 N/A

002353      Redwood 
Bog

Tipperary 77 71 6 0 67 N/A

002354     Tullaghan-
rock Bog

Roscom-
mon

1 1 0 0 0 N/A

002356      Ardgraigue 
Bog

Galway 20 18 2 0 17 N/A

Totals 2668 1888 780 205 1662 557

Architectural Heritage

21/05/2013WRW03100453. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide an update on where proceedings stand with the Irish Houses of Parliament Build-
ing on College Green, Dublin, which is currently occupied by Bank of Ireland; the progress 
made to date on taking the building back into public ownership; the next steps he and his De-
partment officials will be taking to bring the site into public ownership; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24078/13]

21/05/2013WRW03200455. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide a copy of all correspondence to his Department related to any recent negotia-
tions with Bank of Ireland over the Irish Parliament Building on College Green, Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24359/13]

21/05/2013WRW03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 453 and 455 together

I refer the Deputies to my previous replies on this matter.  As outlined in those replies, I met 
the Chair and Chief Executive of Bank of Ireland and had a constructive engagement on the 
issues.  I will arrange to place copies of the relevant papers which, in any event, are available 
under the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003, in the Oireachtas Library.

Cultural Trusts

21/05/2013WRW03400454. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
attention has been drawn to the recent audit findings regarding the Temple Bar Cultural Trust; 
if his Department made any grants to the trust previously; and if so, if he will confirm that these 
grants were properly scrutinised in their operation and accounted for by the trust. [24219/13]

21/05/2013WRW03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Temple Bar 
Cultural Trust is a private limited company governed by a Board of Directors appointed by the 
City Manager of Dublin City Council.  I, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, have 
no statutory responsibility in relation to the Trust or its operations.

My Department has provided funding to the Trust towards the costs associated with the 
development, delivery and promotion of the Culture Night initiative and in respect of smaller 
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projects in relation to Arts Audiences/Box Office/Ticketing.  All terms and conditions attached 
to the funding provided were fully complied with by the Trust.

Question No. 455 answered with Question No. 453.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRW03700456. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will set out in tabular form the names of all State owned or substantially State funded organisa-
tions under his Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are 
more than one year old, that is, relate to a period ending before May 2012 and more than two 
years old, that is, relate to a period ending before May 2011. [25016/13]

21/05/2013WRW03800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is contained in the table following.  The accounts in the following 
table represent end calendar year accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Body under the aegis of D/AHG. Most recent annual accounts (end calendar 
year) laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas.

Údarás na Gaeltachta 2011
An Coimisinéir Teanga – (an independent 
statutory agency)

2011 

Heritage Council 2011
Arts Council 2011
Irish Film Board 2011
Irish Museum of Modern Art 2011
National Concert Hall 2011
National Archives 2011
Crawford Art Gallery 2011
Chester Beatty Library 2010
National Museum of Ireland 2010
National Gallery of Ireland 2010
National Library of Ireland 2010

North South Implementation Bodies 

Body under the aegis of D/AHG. Most recent annual report and annual 
accounts laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.

Waterways Ireland 2011
An Foras Teanga, comprising:
Foras na Gaeilge 2009
Ulster Scots Agency 2009

Fisheries Protection

21/05/2013WRX00300457. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources if he will commission the IFI to undertake a survey into the status of harbour eels 
in the Waterford estuary to establish the volume and age of eels in the area; if local fishermen 
could be employed to help conduct this survey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24313/13]

21/05/2013WRX00350Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that surveys 
of eel stocks were carried out in the Waterford estuary in 2009 and 2011.  The surveys indicated 
probable high levels of movement within these waters which made estimating the population 
difficult.

Preliminary analysis of samples taken from the Barrow Transitional Water indicates a mean 
eel age of 9 years ranging from 4 to 15 years old.  The average growth rate is 3.78 cm per year. 
The high growth rate confirms the importance of the transitional waters as a productive habitat 
for eels.

The surveys provided important data, but estimating silver eel escapement/production for 
transitional waters remains extremely challenging.  This is because of the difficulties in obtain-
ing density estimates for eels in large water bodies and quantifying the migratory habits of eels 
moving upstream into the rivers and/or leaving the transitional water as silver eel.

To overcome these challenges a clearer indication of the movement habits of eels in estuar-
ies and expanding knowledge of population density is now required.  Therefore the research 
priority now is to continue the eel tagging studies undertaken in 2012 into 2013 rather than 
repeat the previous surveys.

It is critical for all concerned that knowledge on eel movement within the estuary is devel-
oped and improved and for that reason acoustic tagging and tracking studies are paramount.  
However, I am advised by IFI that if further eel survey work is required after the tagging pro-
gramme, they will again consider a role for fishermen in that context.

Bord Gáis

21/05/2013WRX00400458. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will clarify the implications for employees of Bord Gáis if a division of the 
company is sold off this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23715/13]

21/05/2013WRX00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The sale of Bord Gáis Éireann’s energy business is part of the Government’s State assets dis-
posal programme and is being pursued as a commitment under the EU/IMF programme and as 
provided for in the Programme for Government.

The sale process was formally launched by Bord Gáis Éireann on 3 May last, and subject to 
market conditions, it is expected that the sale will be concluded by the end of this year.

The employees of Bord Gáis Energy are an integral part of the business and key to the con-
tinued growth of this company.  I am advised that the employees will transfer to the new owner 
on completion of the transaction. 

It is important to state that a significant proportion of the proceeds from the sale of Bord 
Gáis Energy will be ring-fenced for re-investment in the economy to underpin jobs, investment 
and growth. I believe that the sale can deliver positive outcomes for Ireland’s energy markets, 
for Bord Gáis Éireann and its employees.
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Energy Regulation

21/05/2013WRX00600459. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will respond to a query (details supplied) regarding gas and electricity 
prices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23750/13]

21/05/2013WRX00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the retail electricity and gas markets is a matter for the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body.  Prices in 
the electricity retail market are fully deregulated and similarly for gas, except in the case of 
BGE tariffs for domestic consumers.  Customers can therefore avail of competitive offerings 
from electricity and gas suppliers.  Prices are set by suppliers and are commercial and opera-
tional matters for them.  I have no statutory function in the setting of electricity or gas prices.

With regard to the regulation of gas prices the position is that up until 1 October 2011 the 
CER regulated Bord Gáis Energy tariffs for its residential and smaller business customers but 
price regulation for the latter group ended at that point.  The CER still regulates the Bord Gáis 
Energy tariffs for its residential customers.  The timing for complete deregulation of the resi-
dential segment of the gas market, as has taken place in the electricity market, is an issue under 
active review by the CER.

Electricity and gas costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global gas 
and oil prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density.  Global gas and oil prices are by far the most 
significant factor in the case of Ireland. Prices have risen sharply since the start of 2011 driven 
by events in the Middle East, North Africa and Japan and demand from China and India.  Ire-
land is at the mercy of international fossil fuel prices which dictate the retail price of electricity.

At a national level, the competitive energy market in place helps put downward pressure 
on prices.  In addition, we must focus on all possible additional actions to mitigate costs for 
business and domestic customers, including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs 
component of retail prices.

I am committed to working with enterprise and with the energy sector to ensure that the 
costs of energy are as competitive as possible.  In this context, promotion of energy efficiency 
measures is an area within our control where action can be taken to reduce energy costs.

Energy efficiency represents a significant opportunity for both businesses and households 
to reduce their energy costs.  There are energy efficiency measures in place to assist both busi-
ness and domestic energy consumers, with significant funding allocated to them.  The Energy 
Efficiency Fund, which I announced in February and which will commence funding specific 
measures in the near future, will assist energy efficiency projects in the public and commercial 
sectors.

Promotion of indigenous sustainable sources of energy will help offset the impact of vola-
tile fossil fuel prices. The Government has a target of 40% of electricity being generated from 
renewable sources envisaged by 2020. Good progress has been made in meeting this target and 
its realisation will introduce more certainty in the energy fuel mix as well as boosting security 
of supply. 

Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRX00800460. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in view of the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow 
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farming organisations to cut grass on property owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages 
in the local area, if he will ask those agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on who 
come within his remit to consider similar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in 
conjunction with representatives of local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [23766/13]

21/05/2013WRX00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that matters relating to property owned or leased by agencies under 
the aegis of my Department are an operational matter for the individual agency in the first in-
stance and I have no function in this regard.  However, I am aware of the current difficulties in 
providing fodder for animals and I have brought the issue raised by the Deputy to the attention 
of the agencies under my aegis.

  Question No. 461 withdrawn.

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRX01000462. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will outline in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign 
and domestic, claimed individually by each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary Gen-
eral in his Department, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23812/13]

21/05/2013WRX01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department was established in June 2007.  The amount of travel and subsistence claimed by 
each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in my Department from June 2007 
to March 2011 is outlined in the following table:

- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total - €
Mr Eamon 
Ryan 
TD,Minister 
(June 2007-Jan 
2011)

1,134 2,605 938 580 0 5,257

Mr Pat Rab-
bitte TD, Min-
ister (March 
2011)

0 0 0 0 0 0

Mr Tony 
Killeen TD, 
Minister of 
State (June 
2007-May 
2008)

301 4,045 0 0 0 4,346

Mr Sean 
Power TD, 
Minister of 
State (May 
2008-April 
2009)

0 18,534 16,440 0 0 34,974

Mr Conor 
Lenihan TD, 
Minister of 
State (May 
2009-March 
2011)

0 0 301 452 0 753
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- 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total - €
Mr Fergus 
O’Dowd TD, 
Minister of 
State (March 
2011)

0 0 0 0 0 0

Mr Bren-
dan Tuohy, 
Secretary 
General (June 
to September 
2007)

1,949 0 0 0 0 1,949

Mr Aidan 
Dunning, Sec-
retary General 
(September 
2007 to March 
2011)

1,056 168 28 564 95 1,911

Minister of State Lenihan was assigned to more than one Department during his term of 
office.  The figures provided above related to travel and subsistence expenses claimed in this 
Department only.

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRX01200463. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will outline in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and 
Minister of State in his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including 
travel and subsistence, in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23828/13]

21/05/2013WRX01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department was established in June 2007, the number of full time equivalent staff ap-
pointed by each Minister and Minister of State in my Department or constituency office and 
their relevant cost in each case from June 2007 to March 2011 is outlined in the Table below:

- Term of Office Number of Staff Cost - €
Mr. Eamon Ryan 
TD,Minister

June 2007-Jan 2011 4 1,108,060

Mr. Tony Killeen 
TD, Minister of State

June 2007-May 2008 1 75,959

Mr. Sean Power TD, 
Minister of State

May 2008-April 
2009

4 236,827

Mr. Conor Lenihan 
TD, Minister of State

May 2009-March 
2011

1 226,266

Costs in the above table consist of salaries, employer’s PRSI, travel and subsistence and 
expenses.  Costs for Minister Ryan and Ministers of State Power and Lenihan also include re-
dundancy and severance payments to individual staff.

As Ministers of State Killeen and Lenihan were assigned to more than one Department, each 
appointed only one member of staff in my Department during their tenure.



21 May 2013

307

Better Energy Homes Scheme Applications

21/05/2013WRX01400464. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when a better energy home insulation grant will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23880/13]

21/05/2013WRX01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I previously indicated to the Deputy that the grant is on hold pending resolution of the reworks 
that are required to be undertaken.  The house was inspected on 6 February 2013 and a number 
of deficiencies were identified.  Notification of the requirement to complete the reworks was 
sent to the homeowner and the contractor on 7 February.  A subsequent reminder was sent to the 
contractor on the 19 March 2013.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), has informed me that the situation 
remains unchanged and the reworks have not been resolved to date, as a result the grant cannot 
be paid to the applicant.  However, the SEAI has made further contact with the contractor in the 
last week advising that he should complete the reworks as soon as possible, confirm the date he 
will complete the reworks and return the signed confirmation of completion.  Once they receive 
confirmation of the reworks the grant payment will issue.

Queries in relation to individual applications are an operational matter for the SEAI and 
a dedicated hotline can be reached at 1800 250 204.  In addition, the SEAI has established a 
specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members, which can be sent to oireachtas@
seai.ie and will be dealt with promptly.

Natural Gas Grid

21/05/2013WRX01600465. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider applying for TENS funding for a Natural Gas Spur from Corrib 
to Sligo, on to Enniskillen and Derry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23995/13]

21/05/2013WRX01700466. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider different funding options for the connection of towns to Corrib 
Gas whose connection has been appraised as having a negative NPV, such as a loan from the 
EIB or funding under European Regional Funding post 2014; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23996/13]

21/05/2013WRX01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 465 and 466 together.

The development and expansion of the natural gas network within the State is in the first 
instance a commercial matter for Gaslink - a subsidiary of Bord Gáis Éireann (BGE) - which is 
mandated under Section 8 of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, to develop and maintain a system 
for the supply of natural gas that is both economical and efficient.

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent body, charged 
with the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop and operate a gas 
distribution system within the State.  I have no direct statutory function in relation to connec-
tions to the gas network.

In 2006, the CER approved a new network connections policy which enabled reassessment 
of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  This policy was updated in 
2011.  In order for any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need 
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to be satisfied as a prerequisite.

The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as part of a regional group 
of towns.  The policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting a 
town, or group of towns, to the network are recouped through the actual economic consump-
tion of gas and the associated tariffs.  Otherwise, uneconomic projects will increase costs for 
all energy consumers.

Having regard to the CER policy on new towns connections, Bord Gáis Networks, and more 
recently Gaslink, have carried out a comprehensive review of towns not connected to the na-
tional gas network.  In April 2010, Gaslink published its ‘New Towns Analysis Phase 3’   report.  
The study included a review of the feasibility of connecting 11 towns in the West and North 
West region, including Sligo town.  However, the Gaslink report found that none of the towns 
qualified for connection on economic grounds.

Nevertheless, Gaslink continues to review towns which did not qualify for connection under 
the Study and other towns on an ongoing basis.  The key factor which would qualify a town or 
group of towns in any future review would be a significant increase in demand for natural gas, 
probably resulting from the addition of a new large industrial or commercial facility.

Where, taking account of CER decisions on new towns connections, it is determined that 
a town qualifies for such a connection, it is then a matter for BGE to determine the optimum 
funding option, which may include any available EU funding mechanisms, having regard to 
statutory limits and controls on expenditure.

RTE Expenditure

21/05/2013WRX01900467. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has any responsibility in relation to the financial situation in RTÉ; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24132/13]

21/05/2013WRX02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
RTÉ is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit and obligations are set 
out in Section 114 of the Broadcasting Act 2009.  Section 98 provides that the company shall 
be independent in the pursuance of these objects, subject to the requirements of the Act and as 
such, I, as Minister, have no function in the management of RTÉ’s day to day affairs including 
in relation to the management of its financial affairs, which is a matter for the corporation itself.

21/05/2013WRX02025Broadband Service Speeds

21/05/2013WRX02100468. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 407 of 14 May 2013, if statistics exist in re-
lation to the percentage of residents in County Louth who currently have access to 30 MBps, 
50MBps and 100MBps broadband respectively; and if he will provide those figures. [24210/13]

21/05/2013WRX02200469. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources further to Parliamentary Question No. 407 of 14 may 2013, if all residents in an elec-
toral division (details supplied) now have access to 30MBps broadband at a minimum; the per-
centage of residents that have access to such broadband services; the steps that have been taken 
by the national broadband scheme and the rural broadband scheme in relation to broadband 
availability in that electoral division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24211/13]
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21/05/2013WRX02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 468 and 469 together.

Further to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 407 of 14 May last, broadband services 
under the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) are available to all fixed premises located in 
Creggan Upper ED in County Louth.  The Scheme offers a basic broadband service, in line with 
EU State aid clearance, to fixed residences and businesses located within certain designated ru-
ral areas.  Under the terms of the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS 
service provider, the NBS mobile wireless service is required to offer minimum download and 
upload speeds of 2.3Mbps and 1.4Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 
18:1.  The NBS satellite service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical rea-
sons associated with the location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds 
of 3.6Mbps and 384 kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.

The Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) was launched in 2011 in recognition of the fact that 
despite the widespread availability of broadband throughout Ireland, there still remained indi-
vidual premises that were unable to receive broadband provision.  This Scheme was aimed at 
making a basic broadband service available to un-served premises in rural areas, not already 
covered by the NBS.  Commercial service providers were in a position to offer services to all 
applicants from County Louth under the Scheme who agreed to engage with them.

Details of the service providers who operate in County Louth can be found on ComReg’s 
website at www.callcosts.ie, while more detailed information on the broadband products offered 
by these service providers should be available on their respective websites.

I also referred in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 407 of 14 May last to the for-
mal mapping exercise being undertaken by my Department.  This exercise is designed to iden-
tify the areas of the country to be targeted in the State-led investment under the Government’s 
National Broadband Plan to ensure the provision of high speed broadband services where the 
commercial market will not deliver.  When complete, this exercise will present details of the 
extent of the availability of high speed broadband services throughout the country, including the 
situation pertaining to County Louth.

Broadband Services Speeds

21/05/2013WRX02400470. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if there are any plans to upgrade the broadband service currently available in 
Castletownbere, County Cork (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24325/13]

21/05/2013WRX02500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-regu-
lated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, who provide services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Cork, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

Decisions by private operators relating to investment in infrastructure, including the up-
grading of broadband services, are taken purely on commercial grounds, having regard to the 
cost of service provision and the anticipated revenue returns from any such investment.  You 
will appreciate, therefore, that I do not have a role in this regard.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
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competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme. 

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important 
milestone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department has appointed ex-
perts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment.  Intensive 
technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be ongoing 
throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including Castletownbere, County Cork, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity, through 
public or private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRX02600471. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will set out in tabular form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-
funded organisations under his Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas are more than one year old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; 
and the names of such organisations whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, 
relating to a period ending before May 2011.  [25018/13]

21/05/2013WRX02700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I have outlined in tabular format below details of the latest Annual Reports and Accounts which 
the State Bodies under the aegis of my Department have laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas.

The Annual Reports and Accounts are available on the website of the relevant State Body 
and also in the Oireachtas Library.

All of the State Bodies are in compliance with the requirements set out in the Code of Prac-
tice for the Governance of State Bodies relating to required reporting.
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Name of Body Latest Annual Report and Accounts laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas

An Post 2011
Commission for Communications Regula-
tion

2011

Digital Hub Development Agency 2011
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 2011
RTÉ 2011
TG4 2011
Bord Gáis Éireann 2012
Bord na Móna 2011
Commission for Energy Regulation 2011
EirGrid 2012
ESB 2012
Inland Fisheries Ireland 2010
Irish National Petroleum Corporation 2011 
National Oil Reserves Agency 2011 
Ordnance Survey Ireland 2010
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 2011

Special Housing Aid for the Elderly

21/05/2013WRX02800472. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider the reintroduction of the special housing aid for the el-
derly scheme to assist the elderly and disabled who require works to their home and where the 
local authority is no longer accepting applications for housing aid for older people or housing 
adaption grants due to their lack of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24274/13]

21/05/2013WRX02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment  (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Special Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme (SHAE) 
was discontinued in 2007 and replaced by the suite of Grants for Older People and People with 
a Disability. The Housing Aid for Older People measure provides increased levels of grant as-
sistance for a suite of works which are similar in nature to those previously assisted under the 
SHAE. I have no proposals to reintroduce the SHAE.

On 22 February I announced capital allocations to local authorities under the suite of Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability amounting to €42.750 million. In allocating the 
available funding across all 34 city and county councils I did so in as transparent and as fair a 
way as possible. In framing the 2013 allocations, my Department wrote to each local author-
ity requesting details of the numbers and value of grants where work had been approved to 
commence. Between them, local authorities reported contractual commitments in respect of 
approved grants totally €18 million. This year I allocated local authorities the full amount of 
their contractual commitments in the first instance. The balance of the available funding was 
allocated on the basis of each authority’s share of the new applications on hand in January 2013. 

In order to deal with any acute or particular difficulty which might arise in the operation of 
the schemes over the course of the year I set aside a small capital reserve. I recently approved 
supplementary allocations totalling €1.2 million for 13 local authorities. I will consider further 
applications from local authorities where similar difficulties have arisen. 
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21/05/2013WRX02925Commercial Rates

21/05/2013WRX03000473. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to instruct local authorities to reduce commercial rates for strug-
gling businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24308/13]

21/05/2013WRX03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The levying and 
collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.   

The annual rate on valuation (ARV), which is applied to the valuation for each property 
determined by the Valuation Office to obtain the amount payable in rates, is decided by the 
elected members of each local authority in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved 
function.   

However, I am acutely aware of the pressures on small and medium sized businesses at the 
present time.  Local authorities have been asked by my Department to exercise restraint or, 
where possible, to reduce commercial rates and local charges for 2013 and have responded well 
to such requests in recent years. In 2013, 87 out of the 88 rating authorities either reduced their 
ARV or kept it the same as in 2012.   

I will continue to keep the approach to rates by local authorities under active review, and 
am determined that every avenue will be pursued to optimise efficiency and contain costs in the 
local government sector.

Homelessness Strategy

21/05/2013WRX03200474. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if she will advise on her Department’s strategy for reducing the rate of home-
lessness; the additional supports in place for someone under the age of 25 years who is at 
risk of homelessness or is currently homeless; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[24378/13]

21/05/2013WRX03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently published a Homelessness Policy Statement in 
which I outlined the Government’s aim to end long-term homelessness by the end of 2016. The 
statement emphasises a housing-led approach which is about accessing permanent housing as 
the primary response to all forms of homelessness. The availability and supply of secure, af-
fordable and adequate housing is essential in ensuring sustainable tenancies and ending long-
term homelessness.   

When I published the statement I announced a set of indicators which will be used to dem-
onstrate the dynamics of homelessness as it is addressed. These indicators will give a clearer 
picture of homelessness in Ireland and, in quantifying its ongoing extent, will support the bring-
ing forward of realistic and practical solutions.   

While it is clear that a proportion of funding must be used to provide sufficient bed capac-
ity to accommodate those in need of emergency accommodation, it is equally important that 
resources are channelled to deliver more permanent responses in a more focused and strategic 
way. The arrangements for devolving homelessness funding to the lead housing authority in 
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each of the 9 regions in 2013 will seek to ensure that the measures being pursued by housing 
authorities reflect the housing-led approach, that actions are in place towards achieving the tar-
get of ending long-term homelessness by the end of 2016 and that evidence to support progress 
will be presented through the reports on the indicators.   

While the Homelessness Policy Statement I published is focused on adult homelessness, 
that is individuals of 18 years of age or older, my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs is currently overseeing a review of the Youth Homelessness Strategy. The Health Ser-
vice Executive leads on the implementation of the Youth Homelessness Strategy and is also 
responsible for the provision of health related and social care services for homeless individuals, 
including some services oriented specially at individuals in the under 25 age group. 

Household Charge Collection

21/05/2013WRX03400475. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the total number of households liable for the household charge here; if he will 
provide details regarding the total number that have paid and or have been waived to date; if he 
will break down the overall percentages for the figures provided; the methods that will be used 
to collect the charge from persons who have not paid to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23675/13]

21/05/2013WRX03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the charge. The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.   

I understand from data provided by the Agency that as of 15 May 2013 the total number 
of registrations for the Household Charge is 1,234,637. Payments have been registered in re-
spect of 1,210,649 liable properties and waivers have been registered in respect of a further 
23,988 liable properties. The number of estimated liable properties for the Household Charge is 
1,620,814, and therefore the compliance rate is in excess of 76.1%.

Local authorities, supported by the Agency, are continuing to work to maximise Household 
Charge compliance. Under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 outstanding Household 
Charge liabilities will, on 1 July 2013, be increased to €200 and will become a Local Property 
Tax liability collectable by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.

Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2013WRX03600476. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has given consideration to the current economic difficulty facing some 
local authority tenants, who are relying solely on social welfare payments at the moment; if he 
will consider a provision in the legislation currently being finalised in his Department whereby 
these tenants can avail of the incremental purchase scheme to enable them to purchase their lo-
cal authority homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23677/13]

21/05/2013WRX03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Tenants are not precluded from tenant purchase by virtue 
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of being social welfare recipients and there is no intention to change this practice in the future.  
However, tenants   seeking to fund their purchase through loan finance from the local authority 
must meet the criteria that   apply to such loans. 

Provisions governing mortgage lending by local authorities are set out in the Housing (Lo-
cal Authority Loans) Regulations 2012 and associated credit policy. This policy provides that 
loans are not available to social welfare recipients , except where these constitute long-term De-
partment of Social Protection payments in conjunction with a primary income of a permanent 
and salaried nature . The final decision on whether to approve a loan in a particular case lies wit 
h the relevant local authority, which must satisfy itself as to the borrower’s capacity to service 
the loan over its full term.

Septic Tank Inspections

21/05/2013WRY00200477. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the timeframe for the implementation for the waste water systems grants scheme; 
the numbers anticipated to avail of the scheme; the amount of money budgeted for the scheme 
in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23683/13]

21/05/2013WRY00300478. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will detail on a county basis the expected number of waste water treatment 
systems inspections; the number of inspections that have taken place to date; the number of 
systems that have failed to date; the number that are expected to fail; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23684/13]

21/05/2013WRY00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 477 and 478 together.  

I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 39, 40, 42 and 157 of 1 May 2013 which sets out the 
position in this matter.   

Election Management System

21/05/2013WRY00500479. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to a rule in France which allows Irish persons 
who haved lived there for a period of time to vote in their general elections; if he has a plan to 
offer a similar arrangement for French persons living here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23696/13]

21/05/2013WRY00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Irish citizens resident in France may vote in the European Parliament elections and in 
the French municipal elections.  Similarly, French citizens resident in Ireland may vote in the 
European Parliament elections and the local elections in this country.   

Under section 8 of the Electoral Act 1992, the Minister may by order provide for citizens of 
another EU Member State who are ordinarily resident in Ireland to be registered as Dáil electors 
on a reciprocal basis, where the Minister is satisfied that the Member State involved grants Irish 
citizens resident in that country the right to vote at parliamentary elections there on an equal 
basis with its own nationals.  No such order has been made in the case of French citizens resi-
dent here and I am not aware of any proposals to extend voting rights to Irish citizens resident 
in France to enable them to vote in French general elections.   
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Private Residential Tenancies Board Enforcement

21/05/2013WRY00700480. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views regarding the delay with the Private Residential Tenancies Board 
handling of the case in respect of a person (details supplied) [23730/13]

21/05/2013WRY00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in the operational matters of the Private 
Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB), an independent statutory body established under the Res-
idential Tenancies Act 2004, and cannot therefore comment on the specifics of any individual 
case.   

Property Taxation Exemptions

21/05/2013WRY00900481. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a housing estate (details supplied) in County Kerry will be included in 
the list of exempted estates for the property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23732/13]

21/05/2013WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An exemption from the local property tax applies to devel-
opments listed in the schedule to the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013.  The list of 
unfinished housing developments eligible for the exemption was compiled by local authorities 
utilising the categorisation employed for the purposes of the National Housing Survey 2012.  
The specific development referred to is not on the prescribed list.  The Survey was carried out 
over the course of summer 2012 by my Department in conjunction with local authorities and the 
Housing Agency.   The categorisation methodology for the survey was different to that which 
was used in 2011 and which provided the basis for the waiver from the household charge. That 
earlier categorisation related largely to the level of on-site activity at the time the 2011 survey 
was carried out and had less to do with the physical character of a development.  The 2012 sur-
vey was based purely and objectively on the actual state of completion of a development, and 
established that there were 1,700 unfinished developments, with 1,100 of them deemed to be in 
a seriously problematic condition.  This represents a 37% reduction in unfinished developments 
since 2010. 

Only developments that were deemed by local authorities to be in a “seriously problematic 
condition”, regardless of whether a developer was on or off site, were included in the LPT 
regulations.

In defining areas within developments that were deemed to be of a seriously problematic 
condition, local authorities gave consideration to those areas that were incomplete, with roads, 
public lighting infrastructure, open space or water services being so defective that the relevant 
development was in a seriously problematic condition from the point of view of living stan-
dards for residents.   

For purposes of preparing the final list of developments to which the exemption from the 
local property tax would apply local authorities were asked by my Department to confirm or 
update the then existing list of estates in a “seriously problematic condition” as appropriate.  
Decisions in relation to the inclusion or exclusion of particular estates were therefore a matter 
for individual local authorities according to criteria set by my Department.  Using the returns 
provided by all local authorities a list of housing developments was prepared, and prescribed 
under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013 for exemption.   
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Water Supply

21/05/2013WRY01100482. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will outline his Department’s plans to replace the cast iron water pipes 
in an area (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23747/13]

21/05/2013WRY01200509. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the lack of clean water in the Lifford area 
of County Donegal over the past six years; if he will allocate funding for pipe replacement in 
2013 to Donegal County Council to ensure that problems (details supplied) are rectified without 
further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24353/13]

21/05/2013WRY01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 482 and 509 together. 

Water mains rehabilitation is an integral part of water conservation strategies and indicative 
funding for such works in County Donegal is set out in my Department’s Water Services Invest-
ment Programme, 2010 – 2013.  Under this Programme water services authorities are required 
to give priority to water conservation works as an alternative to new infrastructure provision.   

In common with other water services authorities, Donegal County Council has established 
a program me of prioritised works for water mains rehabilitation.  The first tranche of these 
works has been approved by my Department and work is nearing completion.  I understand 
from Donegal County Council that the areas of Ballybofey and Lifford are mainly included in 
other tranches of works, which will be the subject of a further submission to my Department in 
due course.   

The Lough Mourne Regional Water Supply Scheme encompasses the Ballybofey and Lif-
ford areas.  As part of this scheme some urgent pipe replacement has been approved by my 
Department and is currently at construction.

Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRY01400483. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow 
farming organisations to cut grass on property owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages 
in the local area, if he will ask those agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on who 
come within his remit to consider similar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in 
conjunction with representatives of local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [23769/13]

21/05/2013WRY01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, has been proactive in 
dealing with the fodder crisis, which principally arose from the very cold and bad weather and 
has had a direct impact on input costs for farmers in buying feedstuff. 

My Department will write to local authorities and all bodies under its aegis asking them to 
explore, where suitable public lands exist, the potential for assisting local farming organisations 
as outlined in the question.   
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Roadside Service Stations

21/05/2013WRY01600484. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the operation of filling stations that 
have a licence and are not in breach of licensing conditions, which occupy sites immediately 
contiguous to national primary routes which would otherwise be motorways, sometimes occu-
pying those locations on foot of decisions that have been criticised in Tribunal reports and in the 
court, for example, filling stations on the N4 in west Dublin; in view of the fact that motorways 
service stations are operational, if he anticipates that these legacy filling stations will continue 
to operate indefinitely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23781/13]

21/05/2013WRY01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no function in relation to the location or operation 
of roadside service stations. 

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRY01800485. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline in tabular form the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign 
and domestic, claimed individually by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in 
his Department, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [23815/13]

21/05/2013WRY01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Details of the amount of travel and subsistence claimed by Ministers, Ministers of State 
and the Secretary General of my Department from 2005 to the formation of the new Govern-
ment in March 2011 are set out in the tables below.   

Minister Dick Roche   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2005 €2,337.76 
2006 €4,088.38 
2007 €1,086.84 

Minister John Gormley   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2007 €2,484.54 
2008 €1,697.09 
2009 €3,965.94 
2010 €2,721.04 
2011 Nil 

Minister Éamon Ó Cuív   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2011 Nil 
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Minister of State Noel Ahern   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2005 €18,893.66 
2006 €19,710.31 
2007 €20,389.94 

Minister of State Batt O’Keeffe   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2005 €49,455.13 
2006 €62,637.74 
2007 €53,761.90 
2008 €26,143.31 

Minister of State Tony Killeen   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2007 €18,958.19 
2008 €22,292.62 

Minister of State Michael Finneran   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2008 €26,944.40 
2009 €36,573.27 
2010 €26,886.30 
2011 €8,719.69 

Minister of State Máire Hoctor   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2008 Nil 
2009 Nil 
Minister of State Michael Kitt   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2008 €21,266.28 
2009 €16,569.64 

Minister of State Áine Brady   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2009 Nil 



21 May 2013

319

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2010 Nil 
2011 Nil 

Minister of State Ciarán Cuffe   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2010 Nil 
2011 Nil 

Secretary General, Niall Callan   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2005 €3,429.71 
2006 €1,125.45 
2007 €2,124.85 

Secretary General, Geraldine Tallon   

Year Travel and Subsistence claimed 
2007 €1,440.27 
2008 Nil 
2009 €364.67 
2010 €410.60 
2011 Nil 

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRY02000486. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline in tabular form the number of staff appointed by each Minister 
and Minister of State in his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including 
travel and subsistence, in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23831/13]

21/05/2013WRY02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Details of salary and travel and subsistence costs of relevant staff appointed by each 
Minister and Minister of State in my Department from 2005 to the formation of the new Gov-
ernment in March 2011 are set out in the tables below.  The ministerial appointees held the 
positions of Special Adviser, Press Officer, Personal Assistant, Personal Secretary or Civilian 
Driver during the tenure of the relevant Minister or Minister of State.  In a number of instances, 
there were changes in individual personnel during the period of tenure, together with some 
work-sharing arrangements which are included in the figures below.   

Salary costs provided include salary, employers PRSI and overtime.  Costs relating to re-
dundancy and severance pay are included where applicable.  They are indicated by a # when 
included in figures.   
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Minister Dick Roche   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2005 4 €236,929.51 €5,841.36 
2006 5 €279,668.55 €5,829.10 
2007 5 €195,763 .55 €12,559.46 

Minister John Gormley   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees * 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed * 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2007 7 €271,206.68 €2,340.47 
2008 7 €607,201.86 €6,253.22 
2009 7 €628,445.92 €6,932.78 
2010 6 €583,200.44 €3,582.39 
2011 6 € 274,071.06 # €446.83 
*This includes a Programme Manager assigned to the Department of the Taoiseach   

Minister Éamon Ó Cuív   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2011 Nil Nil Nil 

Minister of State Noel Ahern   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2005 3 €106,767.06 Nil 
2006 4 €149,081.13 Nil 
2007 4 €99,336.55 €2,703.50 

Minister of State Batt O’Keeffe   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2005 4 € 146,658.13 €25,362.24 
2006 4 € 167,000.83 €26,953.96 
2007 5 €179,657.66 €26,092.94 
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Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2008 4 €99,372.84 €5,341.99 

Minister of State Tony Killeen   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2007 5 €76,217.88 €11,472.66 
2008 4 €72,579.13 €9,404.22 

Minister of State Michael Finneran   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2008 6 €105,773.13 €17,390.72 
2009 4 €207,579.31 €29,143.95 
2010 4 €191,639.35 €22,460.69 
2011 4 €176,964.73   #  €1,629.40 

Minister of State Máire Hoctor   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2008 Nil Nil Nil 
2009 Nil Nil Nil 

Minister of State Michael Kitt   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2008 4 €129,460.46 €12,505.54 
2009 4 €84,326.44 €7,768.17 

Minister of State Áine Brady   
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Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2009 Nil Nil Nil 
2010 Nil Nil Nil 
2011 Nil Nil Nil 
Minister of State Ciarán Cuffe   

Year Total number of ap-
pointees 

Salary costs for staff 
appointed 

Travel & Subsistence 
claimed by staff ap-
pointed 

2010 Nil Nil Nil 
2011 Nil Nil Nil 

Local Government Reform

21/05/2013WRY02200487. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider, as part of the process of reforming local government, that the 
elected mayor of each county would carry executive function, along with their reserve role. 
[23853/13]

21/05/2013WRY02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government provides that 
primacy of the elected council within the local government system will be reinforced, and 
provides for the appropriate allocation of roles between the council with the executive and the 
separation of powers between the leadership, oversight and policy elements, which rest with the 
elected council, and the implementation element, which will rest with the executive.   

Implementation of the Action Programme will enable Mayors/Cathaoirligh to exercise 
strong leadership in relation to the strategic, policy formulation and representational role of the 
authority i n the interests of stronger governance, and will provide a more effective policy role 
for elected members   . 

The position of the local authority manager will be altered to that of Chief Executive, better 
to reflect the primary function of the manager /chief executive position in implementing policy 
determined by the elected council.  It is not proposed that the elected Mayor /Cathaoirleach of 
each county would carry executive functions.   

In the case of the Dublin authorities, I have asked the Lord Mayor of Dublin to convene a 
colloquium or forum of the elected members of the four authorities to consider the options for 
introducing of a directly elected Mayor for the Dublin metropolitan area, which would be put 
for decision to a plebiscite in 2014.  In this regard, I have invited the colloquium to consider the 
functions an d role of a directly elected Mayor.  I have asked for the outcome of the colloquium 
by end-year, to allow Government take appropriate decisions on the next steps in preparation 
of the plebiscite .   

Local Authority Staff Numbers

21/05/2013WRY02400488. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of staff employed in the planning departments of each local authority 
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during the years 2002 to 2012. [23858/13]

21/05/2013WRY02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information sought in respect of the period 2002 – 
2011 is available on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie.

Data for 2012 are not yet available.  Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, 
each City and County Manager is responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements nec-
essary for carrying out the functions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. 

Local Development Companies

21/05/2013WRY02600489. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will meet with the Kerry Oireachtas members to discuss his alignment pro-
posals in respect of local development companies in the county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23887/13]

21/05/2013WRY02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since the publication of Putting People First – Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government, the re has been a significant level of discussion and collaborative working on the 
proposals regarding the enhanced alignment between local government and local development.   

Both my Department and I have had several engagements with representatives of the local 
development and community and voluntary sectors in relation to alignment and other issues 
of common interest and I am taking into account the issues raised in those engagements.  An 
Alignment Working Group has been established to assist and advise me on the implementation 
of the alignment recommendations.  This Group includes representatives of the Irish Local 
Development Network – the national representative body for Ireland’s 50 local development 
companies – as well as the City and County Managers Association and Pobal.  The Group is 
chaired and supported in its work by my Department.   

I am very aware that change and reform bring challenges to all concerned.  However, if we 
are to ensure that publicly-funded programmes are implemented in the most efficient and effec-
tive manner, then it is important that all stakeholders are involved and are encouraged to play a 
constructive role in those reforms.  I am satisfied that the most appropriate avenues for dialogue 
with stakeholders are being pursued.   

I will continue to ensure that the implementation of necessary reforms regarding publicly-
funded programmes is carried forward in a collaborative manner and, in particular, that the 
Alignment Working Group promotes co-operation, trust and respect between the key stakehold-
ers in its work.   

Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

21/05/2013WRY02800490. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the implications for the health and well-being of older persons and per-
sons with disabilities in view of the cuts in local authority housing adaption grants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22564/13]

21/05/2013WRY02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 422 of 14 May 2013 
which sets out the position on this matter .   
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Commercial Rates Issues

21/05/2013WRY03000491. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if there are any plans to standardise commercial rates for the Dublin 
City Council and Fingal County Council areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23998/13]

21/05/2013WRY03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.   

The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  The an-
nual rate on valuation (ARV), which is applied to the valuation for each property determined by 
the Valuation Office to obtain the amount payable in rates, is decided by the elected members 
of each local authority in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved function.  Dub-
lin City Council and Fingal County Council are separate rating authorities and accordingly set 
separate ARVs.   

While the Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Putting Peo-
ple First proposes significant reorganisation of local governance structures, there are no plans 
within that programme to amalgamate Dublin City Council and Fingal County Council.   

Planning Issues

21/05/2013WRY03200492. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a means for planning applications based on medical circum-
stances to be considered centrally (details supplied). [24029/13]

21/05/2013WRY03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s Guidelines for Planning Authorities on 
Sustainable Rural Housing (2005) are designed to achieve a balance between a good planning 
framework for rural housing and the local housing needs of those who are part of, or have links 
to, local rural communities.  The Guidelines elaborate on the physical development policies for 
rural areas as set out in the Government’s National Spatial Strategy (2002) which, inter alia, 
promotes sustainable rural settlement as a key component of delivering more balanced regional 
development.  The Guidelines set out how planning authorities should frame their development 
plan policies for the different types of rural areas which may exist within the development plan 
area, such as rural areas close to large towns and cities or those suffering from population de-
cline.  They also provide guidance to planning authorities on dealing with planning applications 
for rural housing including consideration of issues such as exceptional health circumstances.

The application of the provisions of the Guidelines in an individual case is a matter for the 
relevant planning authority, or An Bord Pleanála, where appropriate.

I have no plans to provide a means for planning applications based on medical circum-
stances to be considered centrally.  I am satisfied that the Guidelines are being implemented 
effectively and fairly, and I will continue to keep them under review in this regard.   

Local and Community Development Issues

21/05/2013WRY03400493. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will retain the current structure of local development companies to administer 
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the traditional Common Agricultural Policy Aid on Community Development and Support and 
acknowledge the tremendous work carried out in County Kerry by South Kerry and Develop-
ment Partnership, North and East Kerry Development and IRD Duhallow; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24030/13]

21/05/2013WRY03500510. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will commit to ensuring that Comhar na nOileán, the Local Development 
Company for the Islands, based on Inis Oírr, will have the remit to administer the next round of 
LEADER funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24376/13]

21/05/2013WRY03600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 493 and 510 together. 

Significant matters regarding LEADER funding for the 2014-20 period are yet to be agreed, 
including the value of fun ding and the regulations governing implementation.  In the absence 
of these , and ahead of the submission of local development strategies, it would be inappropriate 
for me to commit to any contractual arrangements for a future LEADER programme.   

My Department is engaged with various stakeholders in considering the arrangements to 
pursue greater alignment between local government and local development, in line with the 
decisions on reform set out in Putting People First - Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government.  It is my intention that local development companies will continue to have an im-
portant role in implementing the programmes for which they are contracted by my Department 
and others.  I acknowledge the work they have undertaken to date in implementing publicly-
funded local development programmes, and I look forward to their continued participation in 
the local government reform programme currently underway to ensure that all local develop-
ment funding, including LEADER, will be delivered in a way that maximises impact for com-
munities and value for money.   

Housing Grant Applications

21/05/2013WRY03700494. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when funding approval will be given in respect of a project (details supplied) in 
Dublin 11; the reason for this delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24059/13]

21/05/2013WRY03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This project has funding approval from my Department 
under the Capital Advance Leasing Facility since September 2012.  Under this facility a loan 
is made available   to facilitate the securing of private finance by an Approved Housing Body 
(AHB) to complete the units.  It is a matter for the AHB to secure the remaining finance and 
Dublin City Council, the Housing Agency and my Department are currently liaising with the 
Body in this regard.   

Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

21/05/2013WRY03900495. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has received a proposal to provide funding for an extension to a sewerage 
scheme (details supplied) in County Galway. [24061/13]

21/05/2013WRY04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Claregalway and Milltown Sewerage Scheme – Network Contract and Design Build 
Operate Wastewater Treatment Plant Contract – is included in my Department’s Water Services 
Investment Programme 2010-2013 as two contracts to start during the lifetime of the Pro-
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gramme, at an estimated cost of over €13.5 million.   

I approved the commitment of the necessary capital funding of just over €1.33 million for 
the Network Contract for the scheme in August 2012 and I understand work is progressing 
rapidly.  I also approved the Contract Documents for the Wastewater Treatment Plant - DBO 
earlier this month.   

However, no proposal to provide funding for an extension of the Milltown Sewerage Scheme 
to serve Cartron village has been received in my Department.  It is a matter for Galway County 
Council, as the statutory water services authority, to submit any such proposal to my Depart-
ment.   

Private Rented Accommodation Provision

21/05/2013WRY04100496. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the problems being faced by rent supplement 
and RAS recipients (details supplied) whose contracts have finished and are unable to find new 
accommodation following a decision by landlords to leave the scheme, the risk of homelessness 
they face; and the measures he plans to put in place to ensure they are adequately protected and 
housed immediately. [24075/13]

21/05/2013WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The grounds upon which a tenancy in the private rented 
residential sector may be legally terminated are clearly set out in the Residential Tenancies Act 
2004.  The Act provides the main regulatory framework for the private rented residential sector 
and for the operation of the Private Residential Tenancies Board.  It provides for security of 
tenure and specifies minimum obligations for landlords and tenants under a tenancy.  In addi-
tion, the Act contains provisions relating to the setting of rent and rent reviews and sets out the 
procedures and notice periods that must be complied with when terminating a tenancy.  The on-
going development of a stable, well regulated rented sector is a key goal for this Government 
and stability of tenure is fundamental to that goal.   

As the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is now deemed to be a social housing sup-
port, local authorities retain the responsibility to source further accommodation for a RAS 
household, should the dwelling that the household is living in become unavailable through no 
fault of their own.  There is no prohibition on households from sourcing alternative accommo-
dation themselves if they so desire, as long as the local authority is satisfied that the accommo-
dation meets the needs of the household and conforms to standards for rental accommodation 
which are set out in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008.   

21/05/2013WRZ00150Unfinished Housing Estates

21/05/2013WRZ00200497. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 427 of 23 April 2013, if he will provide in 
tabular form the number of site resolution plans that have been completed by each local author-
ity; the percentage of the overall number of unfinished estates in each local authority area; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24086/13]

21/05/2013WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Data from individual local authorities on the number of 
site resolution plans are not held in my Department on an on-going basis. At the time of the 
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publication of the 2012 National Housing Survey 136 developments had site resolution plans 
completed with a further 75 in the process of being completed. A further 770 SRP’s had been 
requested or initiated by the relevant local authority while 523 locations were being resolved 
through developer/funder or receivership led initiatives.   

21/05/2013WRZ00350Emigration Data

21/05/2013WRZ00400498. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will confirm the funding that he is providing to the National Youth 
Council of Ireland for the research on emigration which formed the basis of the recent report 
Time to Go a qualitative research study exploring the experience and impact of emigration on 
Ireland’s youth. [24124/13]

21/05/2013WRZ00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Scheme to support organisations participating in the National Partnership as Mem-
bers of the Community and Voluntary Pillar provides funding to organisations to undertake 
research and policy work which contributes to social policy in Ireland.     

In 2012, the National Youth Council of Ireland received €20,000 from my Department in 
support of social partnership of which €6,192 was spent on research on youth emig ration. The 
report was published earlier this month. The National Youth Council also received €50,000 
under my Department’s scheme of support for National Organisations in the Voluntary Sector.

21/05/2013WRZ00550Traveller Accommodation

21/05/2013WRZ00600499. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of money not drawn down by local authorities in 2010, 2011 
and 2012 in respect of traveller accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24208/13]

21/05/2013WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommo-
dation) Act 1998, statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller accom-
modation programmes, designed to meet the accommodation needs of Travellers, rests with 
individual housing authorities. My Department’s role is to ensure that there is an adequate leg-
islative and financial system in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation. 

My Department provides 100% capital funding to housing authorities for Traveller-specific 
accommodation. Traveller families are also accommodated in local authority   social housing 
dwellings, which are funded through the main local authority social housing programme. The 
capital allocations and amounts recouped in respect of Traveller-specific accommodation over 
the period 2010-2012 are set out in the following table: 

YEAR Allocation (€) Amount Recouped (€) 
2010 3 5,000,000 16,108,693 
2011 15,000,000 9,314,910 
2012 6,000,000  4,000,000 

21/05/2013WRZ00750
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Climate Change Policy

21/05/2013WRZ00800500. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on where his Department’s own version of Energy 
Security and Climate Change legislation is currently at; when he expects to be in a position to 
publish the legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24235/13]

21/05/2013WRZ00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the commitment in the Programme for the development of national climate 
policy and legislation, I have released the outline Heads of a Climate Action and Low-Carbon 
Development Bill, together with the second and final policy analysis report from the NESC 
Secretariat, for consideration by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on the Environment, Culture 
and the Gaeltacht and stakeholders. 

I have asked the Joint Committee to play a central role in the national climate policy and 
legislation development process.  Having considered the outline Heads of the Bill, the NESC 
Secretariat analysis and the views of stakeholders, I expect the Committee to forward a report 
to me around mid-2013.  That report and the NESC Secretariat analysis will be key inputs for 
consideration by Government in adopting a national policy position on the transition to a low-
carbon future, and finalising the introduction of climate legislation in the second half of 2013.   

21/05/2013WRZ00950Septic Tank Registration Scheme

21/05/2013WRZ01000501. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding septic tank registration (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24246/13]

21/05/2013WRZ01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 requires the owner of a premises connected 
to domestic waste water treatment system to ensure that the system is registered on a register 
established and maintained by the local authority in whose functional area the system is located. 
Section 70B(5) of the Act provides that a certificate of registration for a domestic waste water 
treatment system issued to the owner will be valid for five years. The Act also requires the 
owner to renew the certificate of registration on or before the expiry date. However, the legisla-
tion does not provide for a re-registration fee and I have no plans to introduce such a fee. 

21/05/2013WRZ01150Water Services Funding

21/05/2013WRZ01200502. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will clarify the comments (details supplied) in relation to the possibility 
of Dublin businesses having to pay increased water rates once control is with Irish Water; the 
processes that are in place to ensure that local authorities can sufficiently develop a programme 
of delivery of water services under the responsibility of Irish Water; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24268/13]

21/05/2013WRZ01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Sector Reform Implementation Strategy, which is published on my Depart-
ment’s website, is focused on ensuring that appropriate policy and legal frameworks are put in 
place for Irish Water and the water sector. A key objective is to rationalise the cost of the current 
service delivery and ensure more efficient operation of water services by moving from 34 water 



21 May 2013

329

services authorities to a single body; following enactment of comprehensive legislation later 
this year, Irish Water will, therefore, become the water services authority from 1 January 2014. 

Irish Water will be working in partnership with local authorities to achieve its aims. Work is 
ongoing on developing the framework for the service level agreements which will govern the 
delivery of water services by local authorities on behalf of Irish Water from 1 January 2014.   

It will be a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation in due course to satisfy itself 
in relation to the appropriateness of costs incurred in the operation of Irish Water as part of the 
process of setting the tariffs for both the domestic and non-domestic sector in the future. It is 
envisaged that the Commission will engage in public consultation as part of this process. 

Insofar as future capital investment is concerned, it is envisaged that in developing invest-
ment plans for public water services, Irish Water will take account of the requirements flowing 
from the programmes of measures in River Basin Management Plans, and the need to support 
economic and regional development. The relationship between Irish Water and local authorities 
in the water services investment planning process and in relation to local economic develop-
ment will be addressed under the Implementation Strategy. These are matters which will be de-
veloped as part of the comprehensive legislation planned for later this year and will be covered 
in related guidelines where required.

21/05/2013WRZ01350Pyrite Resolution Board Remit

21/05/2013WRZ01400503. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update ion the Pyrite Resolution Board and the establishment 
of the remediation process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24270/13]

21/05/2013WRZ01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Pyrite Resolution Board is finalising work on developing the scope and detail of 
a pyrite remediation scheme, including the terms and conditions of the scheme dealing with 
eligibility, assessment criteria, procedures, priorities, etc. I understand that it hopes to have this 
work completed very shortly.

The Board is also in the final stages of developing the initial phase of a website which it 
intends will go live in the immediate future.  The initial phase of the website will host relevant 
information and advice for homeowners in relation to the proposed scheme. The next phase of 
the website will include an online application system; this will take a further six to eight weeks 
to complete.   

Following Government approval of the general scheme of a Pyrite Remediation Bill, work 
is now under way, as a matter of urgency, on developing the Bill and it is my intention that it 
will be published and enacted in the shortest possible timeframe.

The three construction stakeholders, the Construction Industry Federation, the Irish Con-
crete Federation and HomeBond, are currently in the process of establishing a not-for-profit en-
tity to operate the pyrite remediation programme under the supervision of the Pyrite Resolution 
Board.  Discussions are also continuing with a number of financial institutions with a view to 
making a loan facility available to the not-for-profit entity to facilitate the early commencement 
of a remediation scheme.

21/05/2013WRZ01550Building Regulations Compliance

21/05/2013WRZ01600504. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
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cal Government if he will outline the transitional arrangements that he envisages on the intro-
duction of the Building Control Act on 1 March 2014; the way these might apply to those who 
are currently engaged in exams under the RIAI but who may not have those completed by the 1 
March 2014 deadline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24277/13]

21/05/2013WRZ01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 6 of the Building Control Act 1990 provides for the making of building control 
regulations which, among other things, may require the submission to building control authori-
ties of certificates of compliance with the requirements of the building regulations and may 
prescribe the designation of the persons or the classes of persons by whom certificates of com-
pliance may be given. 

With effect from 1 March 2014 the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 will 
require, among other things, that design drawings demonstrating compliance with the require-
ments of the second schedule to the Building Regulations be lodged with the local building 
control authority prior to commencement of works and that a registered professional be as-
signed to inspect the implementation of the design during construction so that he/she is in a 
position to certify the completed building for compliance with the requirements of the second 
schedule to the Building Regulations. The statutory certificates of completion underpinning the 
procedures outlined must be signed by a registered professional i.e. a person who is included on 
the statutory registers of architects or building surveyors maintained in accordance with parts 
3 and 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007 or on the register of chartered engineers 
established under the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland (Charter Amendment) Act 1969. 

Architects, Building Surveyors and Chartered Engineers are the construction professions 
typically involved in the design of construction works in Ireland. It is open to persons who pos-
sess the requisite experience and competence in the design of buildings to seek inclusion on 
either of the statutory registers of architects or building surveyors as established under Part 3 
and Part 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007. Inclusion on either register will en-
able a person to sign statutory certificates of compliance as provided for under the new regula-
tions when they come into effect on and from 1 March 2014. Given that the regulations were 
signed into law on 8 March 2013, a reasonable period of transition has been given during which 
persons who may be entitled to inclusion on either register may now seek to so register. There 
is no question of unregistered persons being allowed to sign statutory certificates of compliance 
when they come into effect on and from 1 March 2014. 

I have   recently asked Mr. Garrett Fennell, Solicitor, who is currently serving as the Chair-
person of the Admissions Board relevant to the register of Architects, to carry out an indepen-
dent review of the experience to date in relation to the operation of the register with a view to 
identifying any further improvements that can be made at this point.  The terms of reference 
for the review specifically address the matter of how the registration of practically trained ar-
chitects can be further encouraged and I look forward to any recommendations and views the 
review report may offer in this regard in the coming months.      

My Department will continue to work closely with the professional bodies, including the 
RIAI and the Construction Industry Federation to ensure a smooth transition to the new ar-
rangements for the control of building activity. The RIAI has not to date raised any concerns     
with the Department along the lines referred to in the question. 

21/05/2013WRZ01750Local Authority Housing Maintenance

21/05/2013WRZ01800505. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in view of the fact that money was secured for an intensified inspection 
scheme for Dublin City Council, investigating private accommodation in parts of Dublin city, 
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if he will provide funding for the local authority, Dublin City Council, to assist in opening and 
developing the many empty housing units in their charge, especially at a time of significant 
housing needs and long lists and in view of the fact that there are many persons currently out 
of work. [24283/13]

21/05/2013WRZ01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This year my Department has allocated in excess of €56 
million to Dublin City Council in respect of their 2013 social housing programme. This in-
cludes €31m for regeneration in both Ballymun and Dublin City and some €9.8 million under 
the Remedial Works Scheme for the refurbishment of tenanted and vacant units in Liberty 
House and Bunratty, Phases 1 and 2.   

Under my Department’s social housing investment programme, local authorities are allo-
cated funding each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and overall 
quality of their social housing stock. The programme includes a retrofitting measure aimed at 
improving the energy efficiency of older apartments and houses by reducing heat loss through 
the fabric of the building. In 2011 and 2012 the retrofitting measure largely focused on im-
provement works to vacant houses with the objective of returning as many as possible of these 
dwellings to productive use and combating dereliction and associated anti-social behaviour. 
Over that period some 680 units were refurbished in the Dublin City Council area at a cost of 
almost €11.5  million.

This year my Department is placing greater emphasis on improving the living conditions 
and comfort levels for persons in tenanted properties. The enhancement of energy efficiency 
standards is a priority within my Department and I recently announced a revised energy retro-
fitting measure for 2013 which target grants at those older houses and apartments which lack 
adequate insulation and draught-proofing. Local authorities are asked to pay particular attention 
to dwellings which accommodate older people and people with disabilities.   

This retrofitting programme offers a very practical and cost-effective way for local authori-
ties to improve the standard of their housing stock. The programme brings immediate as well 
as long-term benefits for the community as a whole in terms of sustaining and creating jobs, 
addressing fuel poverty and delivering a greener Ireland for the future.

21/05/2013WRZ01950Planning Issues

21/05/2013WRZ02000506. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in relation to SDZ for Grangegorman if his attention has been drawn to 
the serious issues of residents in relation to the location of waste storage/sorting/cleaning com-
pound which they feel is in breach of the Grangegorman Draft Planning Scheme as approved 
by An Bord Pleanála; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24317/13]

21/05/2013WRZ02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 21 December 2010, the Government designated 
Grangegorman as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ). On 25 July 2011 Dublin City Council 
decided to make the Draft Planning Scheme submitted by the Grangegorman Development 
Agency, and on 2 May 2012 An Bord Pleanála approved the making of a Planning Scheme for 
the Grangegorman SDZ.   

Any breach of the Planning Scheme is a matter for the Grangegorman Development Agency 
and Dublin City Council. My Department understands from the Council that the matter raised 
is currently being investigated with a view to resolution as expeditiously as possible. I have no 
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function in relation to any breach of the Planning Scheme.   

21/05/2013WRZ02150Redundancy Payments

21/05/2013WRZ02200507. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he would deem the payment of an enhanced redundancy package to the former 
staff members of Irish Local Development Network, who were made redundant on statutory 
redundancy in February 2010 as eligible expenditure for the company to now make an agreed 
enhanced package to those staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24330/13]

21/05/2013WRZ02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Irish Local Development Network (ILDN) is the umbrella organisation for Local 
Development Companies (LDCs). These LDCs deliver both the Local and Community De-
velopment Programme (LCDP) and the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) on 
behalf of my Department. 

My Department is not, and never has been, the employer of the staff members of the ILDN. 
The individuals concerned were employed by the ILDN, an independent company limited by 
guarantee, and had employment contracts with that company. Therefore, any employment-re-
lated matters are solely for the board of the company. 

My Department has an annual contract with ILDN, and this is renewed on the basis of an 
agreed and costed annual work plan. The funding provided by my Department to ILDN under 
the annual contract supports a range of consultative, networking, communication, information 
and promotional purposes, but cannot be used to fund the cost of enhanced redundancy pack-
ages with its staff members. 

21/05/2013WRZ02350Local Authority Services

21/05/2013WRZ02400508. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government if he will provide, in tabular format, the number of children’s 
playgrounds directly provided or facilitated by each county council per 1,000 population; the 
way this compares to other European countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24331/13]

21/05/2013WRZ02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government Management Agency publishes a report on annual Service Indi-
cators in Local Authorities. Two indicators relate to playgrounds and enable comparisons to be 
made across local authorities in this respect. Specifically, the indicators show the number of 
children’s playgrounds per 1,000 population

- provided directly by the local authority, and

- facilitated by the local authority.   

The latest such report, published in April 2013 and dealing with 2011, is available at http://
www.lgma.ie/sites/default/files/service_indicators_in_local_authorities_2011.pdf   

My Department does not hold other information on the number of playgrounds provided by 
local authorities, including comparison with other European countries.   

  Question No. 509 answered with Question No. 482.



21 May 2013

333

  Question No. 510 answered with Question No. 493.

21/05/2013WRZ02750Local Government Reform

21/05/2013WRZ02800511. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the current status of the Local Government Bill; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24377/13]

21/05/2013WRZ02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 58 of 1 May 2013 which sets out the position in this 
matter.   

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRZ03000512. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will set out in tabular form the names of all State-owned or substantially 
State-funded organisations under his Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas are more than one year old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 
2012; and those of all such organisations whose latest accounts are more than two years old - 
that is, relating to a period ending before May 2011.  [25021/13]

21/05/2013WRZ03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.   

21/05/2013WRZ03150Residential Institutions

21/05/2013WRZ03200513. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if in view 
of the issues raised in the “Prime Time Investigates” programme on the Bethany Home on 13 
May 2013 and ongoing calls for justice for survivors of the Bethany Home, he will put in place 
a redress scheme for survivors.  [23686/13]

21/05/2013WRZ03300515. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in view of the 
issues raised in the “Prime Time Investigates” programme on the Bethany Home and ongoing 
calls for justice for survivors of the Bethany Home, his plans to put in place a redress scheme 
for survivors.  [24220/13]

21/05/2013WRZ03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 513 and 515 together.

I met with members of the Bethany Survivors Group together with Minister for State Kath-
een Lynch on Tuesday 16 April.  The group raised the question of their inclusion within the 
Residential Institutions Redress scheme or a similar type scheme designed for children who 
had been in the Bethany Home.  They also raised the question of access to personal records, a 
memorial and an apology.

I told the group that I was there to listen and that I did not wish to raise any unrealistic 
expectations.  Many of the issues raised fall outside the remit of my Department. However, in 
consultation with my cabinet colleagues I informed the group that I would consider the matter 
and revert back to them.  I assured them that any decision would not be influenced by the fact 
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that Bethany home was a Protestant rather than a Catholic oriented home.

21/05/2013WRZ03450Commercial Rent Reviews

21/05/2013WRZ03500514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he 
is taking regarding upward only rent reviews and high rents to assist struggling businesses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24206/13]

21/05/2013WRZ03600516. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the fea-
sibility of establishing an independent regulator or register for commercial tenancies, landlords 
and tenants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24381/13]

21/05/2013WRZ03700538. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality following the 
enactment of the Irish Bank Resolution Act 2013 and its provision to suspend property rights 
in the common good, and in view of a raft of recent examinerships in which reductions in com-
mercial rents in so-called Upward Only Rent Review leases to market levels, have led to sev-
eral high-profile businesses being saved, if he has considered consulting with his colleagues to 
re-examine the possibility of abolishing UORR leases; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24131/13]

21/05/2013WRZ03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 514, 516 and 538 together.

As I have indicated in my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions on the subject of 
upward only rent review clauses, there are no plans to re-examine the decision which was taken 
in 2011 not to proceed with legislation to abolish such clauses in commercial leases which were 
entered into prior to 28 February 2010.  Neither of the matters to which Deputy Doherty refers 
impact upon the considerations which resulted in the Government taking the decision which it 
did.   It will be recalled that those considerations involved a substantial concern that any leg-
islative scheme involving interference in the contractual relationships of private parties would 
find it extremely difficult to survive a Constitutional challenge.  In addition, the Government 
was advised that any model proposed would require the payment of compensation to landlords 
whose rights were infringed in order to ensure that the proposal would be compatible with the 
Constitution and with the European Convention on Human Rights. 

With regard to providing assistance to businesses in relation to this matter, absent legislative 
intervention, NAMA is playing a role in dealing with problems caused by upward only rent re-
views applying to NAMA properties.   I have been advised that, by end-April 2013, the Agency 
had granted 222 applications for rent abatement with an aggregate annual value of about €14 
million which represents the annual value of rent due to NAMA that it has agreed to forego in 
order to help businesses survive.  A further 52 applications were under review at that date.  Of 
the 284 eligible applications received only 10 have been refused representing a 96% approval 
rate by NAMA.   The practice of NAMA in this area is one which I would commend to land-
lords in the commercial property market and in the retail sector in particular.

More generally, the importance of supporting the retail sector is widely recognised across 
a range of Government Departments.   I would draw the attention of Deputy Healy-Rae to the 
Action Plan for Jobs which lies within the remit of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion.  I would also note the continuing action which is being taken to reduce the costs for doing 
business for all businesses and which is intended to have a positive impact on areas such as 
energy, local authority rates, and the administrative burden involved in companies complying 
with Government regulations and tax systems.
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Regarding the feasibility of establishing a register for commercial tenancies, the Property 
Services (Regulation) Act 2011 provides for the establishment and maintenance of a Com-
mercial Leases Database by the Property Services Regulatory Authority.  This Database will 
assist in providing readily accessible, accurate information in order to determine the market rent 
payable in respect of comparable commercial properties.  Work is underway to ensure that the 
Database will be operational shortly.  

  Question No. 515 answered with Question No. 513.

  Question No. 516 answered with Question No. 514.

21/05/2013WRAA00050Garda Equipment

21/05/2013WRAA00100517. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of bicycles in the Garda cycle unit per station; the number 
of Gardaí entitled to use them in each station; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23702/13]

21/05/2013WRAA00200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision and deployment 
of Garda resources, including bicycles, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the context 
of his identified operational requirements.  I am advised by the Garda authorities that the full 
information requested by the Deputy is not readily available and could not be compiled without 
a disproportionate use of resources.  However, I am informed that the current breakdown of 
bicycles by Garda Region and the number of Garda personnel trained to use them are provided 
in the following table:

Region No. of Mountain  Bikes No. of Personnel Trained
Dublin Metropolitan Region 179 400
Northern Region 41 115
Southern Region 90 260
Eastern Region 54 148
Western Region 51 169
South Eastern Region 45 106
Total 460 1198

21/05/2013WRAA00250Legal Services Regulation

21/05/2013WRAA00300518. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the con-
sultation that has taken place on the Legal Services Regulation Bill. [23719/13]

21/05/2013WRAA00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Consultations in relation to the 
Legal Services Regulation Bill have been ongoing since its publication in November 2011 as a 
key structural reform under the EU/IMF/ECB Memorandum of Understanding.  A wide range 
of stake-holders have now provided views on the Bill reflecting its modern balance of interests 
between those of the legal professions and those of business or private clients who avail of legal 
services.  This process has included the very detailed Second Stage debate of the Bill which 
took place from 16 December 2011 to 23 February 2012.  The following July, in supporting 
discussion of the Bill, my Department hosted a conference on “Regulatory Reform for a 21st 
Century Legal Profession” with guest speakers from home and abroad who shared their experi-
ences of legal sector reform including the Legal Services Commissioner of New South Wales 
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and the Chief Executive of the Legal Services Board for England and Wales.  In terms of written 
submissions, I have received just under 50 since publication of the Bill representing nearly 30 
interested parties along with dozens of individual letters from concerned members of the public 
and practitioners and the formal observations of other Government Departments.  The submis-
sions have come from a wide range of bodies including the main legal professional bodies and 
associations, academics, civil liberties and human rights organisations, private businesses and 
government entities.  For their part, the Law Society, the Bar Council and the King’s Inns have 
provided substantive views which are among those to which consideration continues to be giv-
en.  In addition, over the past 18 months both I and my officials have, together and separately, 
had meetings with various interested groups and bodies.  Alongside those representing the legal 
professions, these have included such entities as the Competition Authority, the Consumers’ 
Association and the Committee of Heads of Irish University Law Schools.  The fruits of these 
ongoing consultations and submissions will be reflected in the amendments I intend to make to 
the Bill at Committee Stage in July and I have already identified a number of specific areas of 
the Bill where this will be the case.  As I have previously announced, amendments to the Bill 
will be made available for consideration prior to the commencement of Committee Stage and, 
pending that event, I continue to encourage, receive and consider submissions on the Bill.

21/05/2013WRAA00450Equality Tribunal Cases

21/05/2013WRAA00500519. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the aver-
age waiting time for an equality tribunal hearing to be heard. [23721/13]

21/05/2013WRAA00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy should note that 
as of 1 January 2013 the responsibility for the Equality Tribunal was transferred to the Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation as part of the ongoing reform of the State’s employment 
rights and industrial relations structures.  The Equality Tribunal is independent in the exercise 
of its quasi-judicial function and has jurisdiction to investigate and decide upon complaints of 
discrimination under the Employment Equality Acts, the Equal Status Acts and the Pensions 
Acts.  The Equality Tribunal also provides a statutory mediation service.  The Equality Tribunal 
is one of the front-line services directly affected by the current turbulence in the labour market.  
I am informed that the average waiting time for a hearing at the Equality Tribunal is approx. 
129 weeks.  However, in cases where the complainant and respondent opt for mediation, a 
mediation hearing is arranged in less than 3 months of initial lodgement of the complaint.  The 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation believes it is essential that there are efficient and 
effective mechanisms to develop harmonious and productive workplaces and to assist employ-
ers and employees to avoid and resolve disputes.  I understand that Minister Bruton proposes to 
establish a two-tier Workplace Relations structure.  This means that from next year two statu-
torily independent bodies will replace the current five.  There will be a new single body of first 
instance to be called the Workplace Relations Commission and a separate appeals body, which 
will effectively be an expanded Labour Court.  All complaints will be dealt with by a single 
body of first instance where the aim will be to have a hearing within three months from the time 
the case is lodged.

Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRAA00700520. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of 
the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations to cut grass 
on property owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if he will ask those 
agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on who come within his remit to consider simi-
lar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with representatives of 
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local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23772/13]

21/05/2013WRAA00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that many of the agencies/associated bodies under the remit of my Department do not have 
property that would give rise to the benefit that he describes.  I will, however, arrange to bring 
to the attention of those agencies/associated bodies that might have such property the decision 
of Shannon Airport to allow farming organisations to cut grass on property owned by the airport 
in order to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area and to ask them to consider similar 
initiatives on suitable public lands owned by the agencies/associated bodies in conjunction with 
representatives of local farming organisations.

21/05/2013WRAA00850Asylum Applications

21/05/2013WRAA00900521. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an asylum application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23779/13]

21/05/2013WRAA01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that  the person referred to by the Deputy is 
the  subject of a Family Reunification application made on his behalf by his father on 26 No-
vember 2012.  The application was forwarded to the Office of the Refugee Applications Com-
missioner (ORAC) for investigation as required under Section 18 of the Refugee Act 1996.  
On completion of the investigation by ORAC a report of the findings will be provided by the 
Commissioner to INIS and the application will be considered.  Queries in relation to the status 
of individual immigration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas 
Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up 
to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of 
the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except 
in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

21/05/2013WRAA01050Legal Aid Application Numbers

21/05/2013WRAA01100522. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
a free legal aid application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23791/13]

21/05/2013WRAA01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have no function or responsibility in relation to the matter raised.  Under the terms of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is independent in 
the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for the Board.  Un-
der Section 7(3) of the Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to 
any particular case with which the Legal Aid Board is or may be concerned.  The Deputy might 
further wish to note that the solicitor/client relationship is protected by privilege in accordance 
with the terms of Section 32 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and therefore the Board does not 
provide information to third parties regarding a person who may or may not be a client of the 
Board.  Finally, while I can advise the Deputy that a person who is refused legal aid has the right 
to appeal this decision to an Appeal Committee which is made up of non-executive members of 
the Board, again I have no role in this process.
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Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRAA01300523. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline 
in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed in-
dividually by each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his Department, 
for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23820/13]

21/05/2013WRAA01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Travel and Subsistence claimed 
by Ministers, Junior Ministers and Secretary Generals in the period 2005 to March 2011 is as 
follows:

- 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Sean 
Aylward 
Secretary 
General

€9,493 €2,246 €9,180 €8,712 €8,386 €5,494 €1,567

Michael 
McDow-
ell

€36,960 €3,166  -  -  -  -  -

Frank 
Fahy 
Minister 
of State 
(29th 
Dail)

€33,461 €35,712 €21,882  -  -  -  -

Brian 
Lenihan 
(30th 
Dail)

 -  -  -- €3,341  -  -  -

Sean 
Power 
Minister 
of State 
(30th 
Dail)

 -  - €15,546 €25,451  -  -  -

Conor 
Lenihan 
Minister 
of State 
(30th 
Dail)

 -  - €7,167 €22,264 €12,190  -  -

Dermot 
Ahern 
(30th 
Dail)

 -  -  -  - €1,218 €389  -

 

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRAA01500524. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline 
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in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in his 
Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in 
each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23836/13]

21/05/2013WRAA01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Number of staff appointed by 
Ministers and Junior Ministers and their relevant costs for the period 2005 to 2011 are as fol-
lows.

Minister  - 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Minister 
Michael 
McDowell 
(29th Dail)

Staff 2 3 4  -  -  -  -

 - Cost €95,677 €153,630 €202,689  -  -  -  -
Frank 
Fahey, 
Minister of 
State

Staff 3 3 3  -  -  -  -

 - Cost €85,051 €100,396 €74,010  -  -  -  -
Minister 
Brian 
Lenihan, 
(30th Dail)

Staff  -  - 3 3  -  -  -

 - Cost  -  - €105,106 €101,917  -  -  -
Sean 
Power, 
Minister of 
State

Staff  -  - 1 1  -  -  -

 - Cost  -  - €23,193 €19,024  -  -  -
Conor 
Lenihan, 
Minister of 
State

Staff  -  - 2 2 2  -  -

 - Cost  -  - €15,912 €75,937 €37,847  -  -
Minister 
Dermot 
Ahern 
(30th Dail)

Staff  -  -  - 4 4 4 4

 - Cost  -  -  - €200,376 €325,944 €278,477 €321,630

 

21/05/2013WRAA01650Garda Deployment

21/05/2013WRAA01700525. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the va-
cant position of community garda will be filled at a Garda Station (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23879/13]

21/05/2013WRAA01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, includ-
ing personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This 
allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service 
is provided to the public.  I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that, as of the 30 
April 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, the personnel strength of the 



Questions - Written Answers

340

Wicklow Garda Division was 334 with 33 Gardaí assigned to Arklow Garda Station.  Of these, 
one member is specifically assigned to Community Policing duties. However, all Gardaí have 
responsibility, inter alia, to deal with Community Policing issues as and when they arise.

Garda Operations

21/05/2013WRAA01900526. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the frequency 
of Garda patrols taking place on Talbot Street, Amiens Street, Abbey Street and O’Connell 
Street, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23884/13]

21/05/2013WRAA02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area concerned is within the Store Street sub-district and is subject to twenty-
four hour policing patrols.  In this regard, policing measures are in place to address difficulties 
experienced by local residents in relation to public disorder and anti-social behaviours.  These 
include the designation of certain areas as ‘hotspots’ for such activities and the provision of 
additional high-visibility patrols, including regular patrols by uniform and plain-clothes units, 
including the Community Policing and Garda Mountain-Bike Units, local Detective and Drug 
Unit personnel, supplemented as required by Divisional Crime Task Force and Traffic Corps 
personnel.  I am also advised that a High Visibility Policing Plan is in place for the Dublin 
Region, including the Dublin City catchment area, which results in dedicated high-visibility 
patrols in key commercial and public thoroughfares at strategic times, as dictated by crime-
trends and foot-fall for the areas in question.  This initiative is closely monitored by local Garda 
Management and is continually reviewed to ensure it targets prevailing trends and meets the 
needs of the community.  Garda strategy is further supported by policing initiatives including 
Operation Stilts which are designed to address the incidence of drug related anti-social behav-
iour and theft.  The objective of Operation Stilts is to intensively police affected areas such as 
the North Quays, Boardwalk, and adjacent streets to prevent and disrupt the activities of indi-
viduals involved in anti-social behaviour and drug related offences.  Local Garda Management 
closely monitors the allocation of all resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs 
and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level, to ensure 
optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public.  I am advised that the situation will be kept under review.

21/05/2013WRAA02050Legal Services Regulation

21/05/2013WRAA02100527. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide a 
comprehensive reply and response to correspondence (details supplied) regarding taxing mas-
ters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23974/13]

21/05/2013WRAA02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
taxing masters are independent office holders attached to the High Court.  The positions of the 
Taxing Master and their offices are governed by the Courts Officers Act 1926 and the Courts 
(Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961.  Their powers and duties are governed by the Courts 
(Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961 and the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995.  There are 
currently two Taxing Masters who perform functions of a judicial nature in respect of legal 
costs with the aim of establishing a fair relationship between the services rendered and the 
cost of those services.  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have made enquiries and 
the Courts Service has informed me that the waiting time for taxation of a bill is currently 12 
weeks.  I am informed that a number of measures have been introduced in the Taxing Masters’ 
Office to tackle backlogs including improved scheduling of cases and practitioners have been 
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informed that all requisite documentation is to be lodged at the commencement of the taxation 
process.  It has also been necessary to inform parties that taxation cannot be completed due to 
the requisite documentation not being lodged or where proofs are not in order.  I am informed 
that the Senior Taxing Master has indicated to practitioners that he will take any application 
for urgent taxation and regularly does so.  In addition, he has indicated that any complaints by 
practitioners regarding delay should be brought to his direct attention.  The Deputy may also 
be aware that the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 provides for the establishment of a new 
Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator which will deal with disputes about legal costs.  The new 
Office, headed by a Chief Legal Costs Adjudicator, will modernise the way disputed legal costs 
are adjudicated with greater transparency.  The Office will be empowered to prepare Legal 
Costs Guidelines.  It will establish and maintain a publicly accessible Register of Determina-
tions which will include the outcomes and reasons for its determinations about disputed legal 
costs.  The Bill is scheduled for Committee Stage during July.

21/05/2013WRAA02250Tribunals of Inquiry Recommendations

21/05/2013WRAA02300528. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if all of 
the modules of the Morris Report will be published in view of the Garda Ombudsman’s recent 
assertions that the recommendations of that tribunal have not been implemented by An Garda 
Síochána. [23975/13]

21/05/2013WRAA02400529. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is 
satisfied that the recommendations arising from the Morris tribunal have been implemented in 
full be An Garda Síochána.  [23976/13]

21/05/2013WRAA02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 528 and 529 together.

The Morris Tribunal completed its work in 2008 and produced a total of eight reports.  All 
eight reports have been published and are available electronically at www.morristribunal.ie and 
on my Department’s website, www.justice.ie.  As the Deputy is no doubt aware, the passage of 
the Garda Síochána Act was the main response from Government to implement the recommen-
dations from the Morris Tribunal.  That Act clarified the respective roles and responsibilities of 
the Minister and the Garda Commissioner and provided for the strengthening of the regulatory 
framework governing the Garda Síochána, including the establishment of Garda Síochána Om-
budsman Commission and the Garda Síochána Inspectorate.  I assume that the Deputy is refer-
ring to issues arising in the recent report of the Ombudsman Commission into the use of infor-
mants by the Garda Síochána.  The first report of the Morris Tribunal recommended that there 
should be a periodic independent audit of Garda informant handling procedures by an outside 
authority, with power to make inspections and see documents and to monitor and review the 
informer management system.  In December 2010 my predecessor as Minister, at the request of 
the then Garda Commissioner, appointed retired High Court judge, Mr. Justice Thomas Smyth, 
as the Independent Covert Human Intelligence Sources Oversight Authority.  The functions 
assigned to Mr. Justice Smyth are to review and monitor the use within An Garda Síochána 
of Covert Human Intelligence Sources; to ensure compliance with the code of practice of An 
Garda Síochána for the management and use of Covert Human Intelligence Sources; to commu-
nicate any matters, he considers appropriate, including recommendations, to the Commissioner 
of An Garda Síochána and report to the Minister at such intervals, being intervals of not more 
than twelve months, on discharge of his functions.  The most recent report of Mr Justice Smyth, 
which I have already put in the public domain, stated that he was satisfied than An Garda Sío-
chána were in substantial compliance with the code of practice.  I have indicated that I will pub-
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lish such reports in the future.  I am satisfied that the recommendations arising from the Morris 
Tribunal have been addressed in this regard by An Garda Síochána.  The Deputy will be aware 
that the GSOC has also submitted recommendations inter alia, with regard to the management 
of Covert Human Intelligence Sources and these will, of course, be considered fully.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRAA02600530. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
the Annual Reports for the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board to be published for the years 
2011 and 2012; when they will be made available on the JAAB website; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24005/13]

21/05/2013WRAA02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 20A of the Courts and 
Court Officers Act 1995 requires the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board to report in writ-
ing to the Minister on its activities for the previous year no later than six months after the end 
of each year.  I received the 2011 report on 28 June 2012 and, as required by law, I made ar-
rangements to lay it before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 5 July 2012.  I have made enquiries 
regarding the report’s publication on the Board’s website and have been informed that recent 
technical difficulties with that website have been resolved and the report is now available.  I 
am also advised that the Board’s Annual Report for 2012 will be furnished to me next month.

21/05/2013WRAA02750Immigration Status

21/05/2013WRAA02800531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of entitlement to extension of Stamp 3 visa in the case of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Dublin who came to Ireland from New Mexico, USA, is a US 
citizen and who is now in a relationship with an Irish citizen for the past two years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24045/13]

21/05/2013WRAA02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the Deputy made 
an application to remain in the State based on her de facto partnership with an Irish national on 
14 March 2013.  Applications are dealt with in chronological order and this particular applica-
tion will be dealt with very shortly.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

21/05/2013WRAA02975Legal Services Regulation

21/05/2013WRAA03000532. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality with regard to 
persons who are aggrieved about the conduct of legal representatives or medical witnesses in 
Children Court cases, if he will outline the options open to them to pursue complaints in view 
of the in-camera rule; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24056/13]

21/05/2013WRAA03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the conduct of any court case is a matter entirely for the presiding judge who is, subject only to 
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the constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of his or her judicial functions.  Where 
the conduct that is the source of grievance is conduct which is alleged to be unprofessional, a 
complaint would lie to the professional body concerned.  Sections 40(6) and (7) of the Civil 
Liability and Courts Act 2004 provide for recourse to material relating to, or information of 
evidence given in, proceedings heard other than in public, for the purposes of a statutory in-
quiry into professional misconduct.  Therefore, neither the fact that a case is before the Children 
Court, nor the fact that it is being held in camera, would prevent a complaint being made to the 
professional body or bodies responsible for the conduct of the legal, medical or other profes-
sional involved.  In relation to lawyers, as the Deputy would be aware, the disciplinary bod-
ies concerned would be the Law Society or the Bar Council.  A medical expert or practitioner 
would be subject to the complaint and disciplinary structures of the relevant branch of the medi-
cal profession under which he or she is represented.  In dealing with such complaints the disci-
plinary bodies concerned would have to be cognisant of their obligations arising from the fact 
that they are dealing with matters that have arisen before the Children Court and were subject to 
the in camera  rule.  The Deputy will wish to be aware that the Legal Services Regulation Bill 
2011, which is due to commence Committee Stage shortly, will establish a new, independent 
Legal Service Authority with responsibility for the oversight of both solicitors and barristers.  
There will be a new complaints system to deal with complaints about professional misconduct 
independent of both the Law Society and the Bar Council backed up by a Legal Practitioner’s 
Disciplinary Tribunal.  Members of the public who wish to make complaints will no longer do 
so through the Law Society or the Bar Council but through the new Legal Services Regulatory 
Authority.

21/05/2013WRAA03150Child Abduction

21/05/2013WRAA03200533. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 154 of 8 May 2013, if he will detail the number of children 
who were abducted and where the Hague Convention was invoked have been sent back to the 
jurisdiction where they were taken from, either Ireland in the cases of children taken out of this 
State or other countries in cases where the children were brought here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24087/13]

21/05/2013WRAA03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Central Authority for 
Child Abduction operates in my Department for the purposes of, among other international 
instruments, the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.  The 
Convention is designed to ensure the return of children who have been removed from one con-
tracting state to another.  The information requested by the Deputy is set out below:

Year Children brought 
to the State and 
returned to their ha-
bitual residence

Children taken out of 
the State and re-
turned to the State 

Total

2010 24 39 63
2011 23 34 57
2012 34 12 46
2013 8 11 19

The Deputy should note the following in relation to the above figures, these figures relate to 
the number of children, not applications, whose parents were subject of a Court Order to return 
their children plus those who agreed to voluntarily return the children.  In addition to the above, 
it should be noted that some applications are withdrawn and others are resolved by other ar-
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rangements including access.  The figures quoted also reflect the number of children whose re-
turn was invoked under the Hague Convention and the relevant EC Regulation which enhances 
the provisions of the Convention and these figures include children from both non-EU and EU 
member states.  Further details are available on my Department’s website at: www.justice.ie/en/
JELR/Pages/International_child_abduction.

21/05/2013WRAA03350Personal Insolvency Act

21/05/2013WRAA03400534. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
personal insolvency practitioners who are currently authorised in the State to provide services 
pursuant to the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.  [24126/13]

21/05/2013WRAA03500535. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a plan 
or target for end of June 2013 for the number of personal insolvency practitioners authorised in 
the State to provide services pursuant to the Personal Insolvency Act 2012; and if so, the way 
such targets will be achieved and the way targets are monitored; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24127/13]

21/05/2013WRAA03600536. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 204 of 24 April, 2013 if he will estimate the number of personal insol-
vency practitioners required to service 15,000 personal insolvency applications, 3,000 to 4,000 
applications for debt relief notices and 3,000 bankruptcy applications in a 12 month period. 
[24128/13]

21/05/2013WRAA03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 534 to 536, inclusive, together.

As I indicated in my reply to Question No. 204 of 24 April 2013, it is difficult to ascertain 
the likely demand on the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI).  There are currently no persons au-
thorised to practice in the State as personal insolvency practitioners (PIPs).  The public will be 
informed in advance when the ISI are ready to process such applications, which it is anticipated 
will be in the coming weeks.  I am advised by the ISI that there are currently no target for the 
number of PIPs, and the numbers authorised will very much depend on the interest of persons 
wishing to become PIPs.  However, I can inform the Deputy that, of the over 1,200 telephone 
and email contacts which the ISI has received since it launched its Information Campaign, 
almost one third of these were from persons interested in becoming PIPs.  In order to apply to 
become a PIP, an applicant must be a solicitor, barrister, a qualified accountant, a qualified fi-
nancial advisor, or must hold a qualification in either law, business, finance or other appropriate 
similar qualification to the satisfaction of the ISI recognised to at least level 7 of the National 
Qualifications Framework.  All potential applicants, in addition to their existing professional 
qualifications, will have to demonstrate evidence of the applicant’s satisfactory knowledge of 
the provisions of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 and the law generally as it applies to the 
insolvency of individuals and in particular statutory provisions relating to such persons.  I am 
advised by the ISI that the professional bodies, such as the Law Society, the Institute of Bank-
ers and the accountancy bodies have begun relevant training courses.  Interest in these courses 
has been high, and I understand that some bodies will be running more courses in the coming 
months.

21/05/2013WRBB00150Commercial Leases Database

21/05/2013WRBB00200537. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 489 of 26 February 2013 in which he advised the Commercial Leases 
Database would be published by the end of March 2013, and the subsequent failure of the Prop-
erty Services Regulatory Authority which acts under his auspices to publish the CLD by the end 
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of March 2013, if he will provide an explanation for the delay and a new date for the publication 
of the CLD; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24129/13]

21/05/2013WRBB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I indicated in my reply to 
Question No. 489 of 26 February 2013 that I was advised by the Property Services Regulatory 
Authority that work on the preparation of the Commercial Leases Database was ongoing with 
the aim of publishing the Database by end March 2013.

However, the data which the Authority will use in the first instance is to be obtained from 
the Revenue Commissioners. Due to pressures on the Office of the Revenue Commissioners 
arising from the implementation of the Local Property Tax, it was not possible for that Office to 
provide the necessary data within the originally anticipated timeframe. The Authority has been 
advised that the necessary data is likely to be transferred to it by the Revenue Commissioners 
by end May. If the Authority receives the necessary data by end May, it would anticipate being 
in a position to publish the initial Commercial Leases Database by mid June.

  Question No. 538 answered with Question No. 514.

21/05/2013WRBB00450Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

21/05/2013WRBB00500539. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the length of time for cases to be dealt with by the Ombudsman; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24142/13]

21/05/2013WRBB00600546. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is con-
sidering undertaking a review of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 in view of reports that there have 
been delays in information relevant to investigations being provided to the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission by an Garda Síochána during the course of investigations carried out 
by the GSOC. [24156/13]

21/05/2013WRBB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 539 and 546 together.

I regard full co-operation by the Garda Síochána with the Garda Ombudsman Commission 
as an extremely important issue. There are agreed protocols in place provided for under the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, which set down time limits for the provision of information by the 
Garda Síochána to the Ombudsman Commission, and I regard it as a matter of substantial im-
portance that these protocols should be respected.

As Deputies will be aware,  the Ombudsman Commission recently raised some concerns, 
in the context of a particular case, regarding delays in receiving information from the Garda 
Síochána.  As I stated at the time, I have asked the Garda Commissioner for his observations 
on the findings of the Ombudsman Commission, particularly in relation to what they say about 
delays.  When I have received these observations, I intend to convene a meeting with the Garda 
Commissioner and the Ombudsman Commission to make sure that any difficulties have been 
resolved.  The issue of delays is also dealt with in the annual report of the Ombudsman Com-
mission for 2012 which I will very shortly be laying before the House, and which will provide 
an opportunity for further discussion on its work.
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05/2013WRBB00750Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

21/05/2013WRBB00800540. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide, in tabular form on an annual basis since the establishment of the Garda Síochána Om-
budsman Commission, the number of investigations undertaken by the GSOC in which files 
relevant to the investigation were not forwarded to the GSOC from An Garda Síochána within 
the required 30 day time limit; and if he will provide a breakdown of the length of delays in-
volved where files relevant to such investigations have not been supplied to the GSOC within 
the 30 day time limit. [24150/13]

21/05/2013WRBB00900541. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide, in tabular form on an annual basis since the establishment of the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, the number of complaints received by the GSOC which involve in-
vestigations into road traffic accidents, in which families made a complaint following the death 
or serious injury of a family member and in which the complaint relates to the conduct of a 
member of an Garda Síochána; the number of such complaints deemed admissible; the number 
of admissible complaints in which files relevant to the investigation were supplied to the GSOC 
by an Garda Síochána within the 30 time limit. [24151/13]

21/05/2013WRBB01000542. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide, in tabular form on an annual basis since the establishment of the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, the number of complaints received by the GSOC which involve 
investigations into road traffic accidents, in which families made a complaint following the 
death or serious injury of a family member and in which the complaint relates to the conduct of 
a member of an Garda Síochána; the number of such complaints deemed admissible in which 
files relevant to the investigation were not supplied to the GSOC within the required time limit 
of 30 days; in investigations where files were not supplied to the GSOC within the relevant time 
period of 30 days, the reasons for the delays as outlined by An Garda Síochána; and the number 
of occasions when members of An Garda Síochána sent correspondence to the GSOC to explain 
the reasons in delays for supplying files relevant to investigations. [24152/13]

21/05/2013WRBB01100543. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide, in tabular form on an annual basis since the establishment of the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, the number of complaints received by the GSOC which involve 
investigations into road traffic accidents, in which families made a complaint following the 
death or serious injury of a family member and in which the complaint relates to the conduct 
of a member of an Garda Síochána; the number of admissible complaints wherein members of 
An Garda Síochána refused to supply files relevant to the investigation of the complaint and the 
reasons for these refusals. [24153/13]

21/05/2013WRBB01200544. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide, in tabular form on an annual basis since the establishment of the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, the number of complaints received by the GSOC which involve in-
vestigations into road traffic accidents, in which families made a complaint following the death 
or serious injury of a family member and in which the complaint relates to the conduct of a 
member of an Garda Síochána; the number of admissible complaints investigated by the GSOC 
in which members of An Garda Síochána were found guilty of wrongdoing; if he will outline 
examples of wrongdoing contained in the findings of the GSOC; the number of members conse-
quently disciplined by the GSOC in these circumstances; and if he will give a breakdown of the 
various disciplinary actions taken by the GSOC for members found guilty of such wrongdoing. 
[24154/13]
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21/05/2013WRBB01300545. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide, in tabular form on an annual basis since the establishment of the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, the number of complaints received by the GSOC which involve in-
vestigations into road traffic accidents, in which families made a complaint following the death 
or serious injury of a family member and in which the complaint relates to the conduct of a 
member of an Garda Síochána; the number of investigations of complaints which were upheld 
by the GSOC; and the number of such complaints that are outstanding at present and the dura-
tion of the delays involved in outstanding investigations of this nature. [24155/13]

21/05/2013WRBB01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 540 to 545, inclusive, together.  

Under section 102 of the Garda Síochána Act, 2005 the Garda Commissioner is obliged 
to refer to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission any matter that appears to the Garda 
Commissioner to indicate that the conduct of a member of the Garda Síochána may have re-
sulted in the death of, or serious harm to, a person.  Since commencement of its operations in 
2007, the Ombudsman Commission received a total of 26 referrals pursuant to section 102 
concerning road traffic fatalities.  These 26 referrals pertained to the death of 30 individuals, 
including civilians and members of the Garda Síochána.  All 26 referrals have been closed fol-
lowing consideration. 

In 22 of the 26 referrals, no Garda misbehaviour was identified and no further action was 
deemed warranted by the Ombudsman Commission.  Four files were submitted to the Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions who directed “no prosecution” in relation to three of these 
cases. One member of the Garda Síochána was convicted following prosecution.  I am advised 
by the Ombudsman Commission that they regret that the other statistical information requested 
by the Deputy is not readily available and would involve the compilation of statistical data over 
several years, the generation and collation of which would place an inordinate burden on the 
organisation in terms of time and resources. The Deputy, however, may be interested in the data 
provided in the Annual Reports which are available from the website of the Ombudsman Com-
mission (www.gardaombudsman.ie). 

  Question No. 546 answered with Question No. 539.

21/05/2013WRBB01550Traveller Community Issues

21/05/2013WRBB01600547. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when legisla-
tion on traveller ethnicity will be introduced [24207/13]

21/05/2013WRBB01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I would like to inform the 
Deputy that serious consideration is being given to this issue which remains ongoing, with a 
view to ensuring that full analysis of  all aspects of the granting of ethnic status to Travellers is 
available to Government when coming to a decision on the matter. 

I would like to remind the house that Travellers in Ireland have the same civil and political 
rights as other citizens under the Constitution. The key anti-discrimination measures, the Pro-
hibition of Incitement to Hatred Act, 1989, the Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977, the Employment 
Equality Acts and the Equal Status Acts specifically identify Travellers by name as a group 
protected. The Equality Act 2004, which transposed the EU Racial Equality Directive, applied 
all the protections of that Directive across all of the nine grounds contained in the legislation, 
including the Traveller community ground.   All the protections afforded to ethnic minorities 
in EU directives and international conventions apply to Travellers because the Irish legislation 
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giving effect to those international instruments explicitly protects Travellers. 

21/05/2013WRBB01750Criminal Assets Bureau

21/05/2013WRBB01800548. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of rev-
enue his Department received from the Criminal Assets Bureau for the past five years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24295/13]

21/05/2013WRBB01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): All monies collected by the 
Criminal Assets Bureau are returned to the Exchequer in accordance with the provisions of the 
Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996 and 2005.  Such funds are paid into the Government’s Central 
Fund, from which the Government draws for expenditure on all necessary public services and 
investment.  In accordance with the provisions of section 21 of the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 
1996 an annual report on the activities of the Bureau is prepared and laid before the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.  Included in such reports are details of the monies returned by the Bureau for the 
benefit of the Exchequer.    For ease of reference, I have set out below information in relation 
to monies returned to the Exchequer in respect of the years 2007 to 2011. The figures for 2012 
are currently being compiled and will be published in the 2012 Annual Report of the Bureau. 

Moneys Returned to the Exchequer 2007-2011

Year Proceeds of 
Crime Act, 
1996/2005 - €

RevenueLegis-
lation - €

Social Welfare-
Provisions - €

TOTAL Returns 
to the Exche-
quer

2007 0.254m 10.009m 0.137m 10.4m
2008 6.129m 5.891m 0.182m 12.202m
2009 1.421m 5.1m 0.160m 6.681m
2010 3.1m 4.0m 0.181m 7.281m
2011 2.7m 3.8m 0.454m 6.954m

21/05/2013WRBB01950Courts Service Issues

21/05/2013WRBB02000549. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm 
that there will be no change to the status of Clones District Court, County Monaghan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24363/13]

21/05/2013WRBB02100550. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm 
that there will be no change to the status of Ballyconnell District Court, County Cavan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24374/13]

21/05/2013WRBB02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 549 and 550 together.  

I wish to inform the Deputy that under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, man-
agement of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exer-
cising its functions, which includes the provision of accommodation for court sittings.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have 
been informed that the Courts Service has been reviewing all aspects of its organisational and 
operational structures throughout the country with the specific objective of ensuring that the 
Service can continue to maintain the delivery of front line court services and an appropriate 
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level of service to court users.  I understand that no court venue has been singled out for or 
indeed exempted from the review.  

In this context of that review, courthouses in Clones and Ballyconnell were identified as 
venues that should be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the prepara-
tion of a business case. Through this process the Service has established a general framework 
within which such venues are being assessed taking into account a range of criteria such as 
caseload, proximity to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of 
cells etc.  The likely impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish 
Prison Service, is also taken into account.  The consultation process in relation to the future of 
Ballyconnell, which included consultation with the judiciary, the Cavan Bar Association, An 
Garda Síochána, Prison Service, Probation Service and Cavan County Council, was completed 
earlier this year and a report was considered by the Building Committee at its meeting on 21st 
February, 2013.  The Building Committee decided that the closure of Ballyconnell should be 
recommended to the Courts Service Board. In accordance with the protocol all those who had 
been consulted previously were informed of the decision of the Building Committee and were 
invited to make further submissions which would be placed before the Board for consideration. 
I am informed that no submissions were received and the Board at its meeting on 15th April, 
2013 approved the closure of Ballyconnell and the amalgamation of the Ballyconnell District 
Court area with Cavan District Court area. It is expected that court sittings at Ballyconnell will 
cease before the end of the year.

I understand that no decision in relation to the future of Clones courthouse has been taken to 
date but that the consultation process has been concluded and the views received will be taken 
into account in the decision making process which, as the Deputy is aware, is a matter for the 
Courts Service Board under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998.

Defence Forces Investigations

21/05/2013WRBB02300551. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the steps he has taken 
with the Lebenese and Palestinian authorities to try and locate the remains of a person (details 
supplied) who was kidnapped on the 27 April 1981 from an Irish observation post outside the 
village of Dyar Ntar in South Lebanon. [24367/13]

21/05/2013WRBB02400555. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence if any progress has been 
made in case of a person (details supplied) who was kidnapped on the 27 April 1981 from an 
Irish observation post outside the village of Dyar Ntar in South Lebanon and whose body was 
never recovered. [24366/13]

21/05/2013WRBB02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 551 and 
555 together.  

Private Kevin Joyce and Private Hugh Doherty were serving with the United Nations In-
terim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), when on 27 April 1981, an observation post manned by them 
came under attack. Private Doherty was later found dead from gunshot wounds and Private 
Joyce was missing. Two inquiries have already been conducted into this incident, one by the 
United Nations in 1981 and the second by the Defence Forces in 1982. The incident and the 
disappearance of Private Joyce has also been the subject of ongoing investigation by successive 
Irish units in UNIFIL, including a Military Police investigation (1985) and an intensive inves-
tigation by 88th Battalion in 2000/2001, assisted by diplomatic efforts at the highest level, to 
endeavour to locate the whereabouts of Private Joyce. 
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To date, no information has been elicited to lead to the recovery of Private Joyce. However, 
the situation in UNIFIL is that the case remains open. 

Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRBB02600552. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Defence in view of the decision 
taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations to cut grass on property 
owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if he will ask those agencies, 
companies, authorities, boards and so on who come within his remit to consider similar initia-
tives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with representatives of local farm-
ing organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23767/13]

21/05/2013WRBB02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The question of allowing the cutting of 
grass by farming organisations on Defence lands does not arise as leases are currently in place 
for lands suitable for grass harvesting.

21/05/2013WRBB02750Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRBB02800553. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular form 
the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed individually by each 
Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in his Department, for each year in the period 
2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23813/13]

21/05/2013WRBB02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by the Deputy 
is set out in the tables below.   The cost to my Department of domestic travel and subsistence 
for each Minister and the Secretary General for the period 1 January 2005 to March 2011 is as 
follows:

Year Minister Wil-
lie O’Dea, 
T.D.1/01/2005 
to 18/2/2010

Minister 
Tony Killeen, 
T.D.23/03/2010 
to 19/01/2011

Minister 
Éamon Ó Cuív, 
T.D.20/01/2011 
to 9/03/2011

Secretary Gen-
eralMr. Michael 
Howard

2005 Nil N/A N/A €3,238.83
2006 Nil N/A N/A €2,380.11
2007 Nil N/A N/A €1,505.44
2008 Nil N/A N/A €795.23
2009 Nil N/A N/A €1,327.20
2010 Nil Nil N/A €914.87
2011 N/A Nil Nil €1,385.85

The cost to my Department of foreign travel and subsistence for each Minister and for the 
Secretary General for the period 1 January 2005 to March 2011 is as follows:

Year Minister Wil-
lie O’Dea, 
T.D.1/01/2005 
to 18/2/2010

Minister 
Tony Killeen, 
T.D.23/03/2010 
to 19/01/2011

Minister 
Éamon Ó Cuív, 
T.D.20/01/2011 
to 9/03/2011

Secretary Gen-
eralMr. Michael 
Howard

2005 €816.41 N/A N/A €2,349.12
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Year Minister Wil-
lie O’Dea, 
T.D.1/01/2005 
to 18/2/2010

Minister 
Tony Killeen, 
T.D.23/03/2010 
to 19/01/2011

Minister 
Éamon Ó Cuív, 
T.D.20/01/2011 
to 9/03/2011

Secretary Gen-
eralMr. Michael 
Howard

2006 €651.67 N/A N/A €6,114.57
2007 €1,202.81 N/A N/A €7,113.09
2008 €1,549.33 N/A N/A €4,445.43
2009 Nil N/A N/A €3,338.61
2010 Nil €209.00 N/A €1,289.84
2011 N/A Nil Nil €731.20

The foreign travel costs set out above include the costs of commercial flights undertaken 
by the Ministers and the Secretary General in the performance of their duties.  The Ministerial 
Air Transport Service provided by the Air Corps was also occasionally availed of by Ministers 
during the period in question.

No travel and subsistence was claimed by the Ministers of State for the period 2005 to 
March 2011.

21/05/2013WRBB02950Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRBB03000554. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline in tabular 
form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in his Department 
or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in each year for 
the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23829/13]

21/05/2013WRBB03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The information requested by the Deputy 
is set out in the tables below.

 Costs relating to staff appointed by Minister Willie O’Dea T.D. 

1 Jan 2005 to 18 Feb 2010:

Year No of Ap-
pointed Staff

Remunera-
tion Costs

Employer 
PRSI

Travel & 
Subsistence 
Home

Travel & 
Subsistence 
Foreign

2005 4 €221,838.40 €23,629.67 €10,322.05 €1,325.02
2006 4 €254,725.65 €27,108.39 €8,539.39 €1,399.02
2007 4 €272,451.45 €28,994.37 €5,471.86 €1,875.33
2008 4 €280,565.59 €29,851.25 €2,842.70 €3,012.98
2009 4 €295,292.82 €29,472.37 €2,449.98 €1,040.35
2010 4 €233,901.02 €4,466.09 €129.49 Nil

Costs relating to staff appointed by Minister Tony Killeen T.D.

23 March 2010 to 19 Jan 2011:
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Year No of Ap-
pointed Staff

Remunera-
tion Costs

Employer 
PRSI

Travel & 
Subsistence 
Home

Travel & 
Subsistence 
Foreign

2010 4 €189,638.70 €14,625.10 €781.94 €513.32
2011 5* €109,271.26 €2,374.58 €326.97 €627.29
*Includes the appointment of a temporary Personal Assistant for 16 weeks.

  Question No. 555 answered with Question No. 551.

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRBB03300556. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Defence if he will set out in tabular 
form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organisations under his Depart-
ment whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than one year 
old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and those of all such organisations 
whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending before 
May 2011.  [25019/13]

21/05/2013WRBB03400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  The State Boards under the aegis of the De-
partment of Defence when the Government took office were the Civil Defence Board, the Army 
Pensions Board and the Board of Coiste an Asgard. The Civil Defence Board was identified in 
the Public Service Reform Plan as a body to be abolished, and legislation was passed by the 
Oireachtas in December 2012 for the dissolution of the Board and the transfer of its functions 
back to the Department of Defence.  The latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas in respect of the Civil Defence Board relate to the year ended 31st December 2011, and were 
laid before the Houses on 11th December 2012.  The Board’s cessation accounts covering the 
period 1st Jan 2012 – 31st   December 2012 are currently being prepared and will be laid before 
the Houses on completion of an audit by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General.

The Army Pensions Board is an independent statutory body established under the Army 
Pensions Act, 1927.  The Army Pensions Board does not produce accounts, and all expenditure 
is included in the Vote 35 Army Pensions Appropriation Account.   In the context of settling the 
Estimates for the Department of Defence for 2010, the Government decided that the national 
sail training scheme operated by Coiste an Asgard would be discontinued as recommended 
in the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure. The Direc-
tors’ Report and Financial Statements for 18 months ending 30 June 2012 were laid before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas in January 2013.  It was agreed with the Office of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General that the 2011 accounts and the first six months of 2012 would be taken together 
as the final accounts given the very small number of transactions involved.  The formal wind 
up of the Company including voluntary strike off with the Companies Registration Office was 
completed in early 2013.

In addition to the bodies under the aegis of my Department as outlined above, the Office 
of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces and the Defence Forces Canteen Board are also re-
quired to lay accounts before the Houses of the Oireachtas. 

The 2011 accounts of the Office of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces were laid before 
the Houses on 24 April 2012. 

The Defence Forces Canteen Board, which was established in 1944 in order to provide can-
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teens for members of the Defence Forces, exercises supervisory and financial control over the 
operation of military messes throughout the Defence Forces. The accounts of the Defence Forc-
es Canteen Board for 2011 were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in September 2012.

21/05/2013WRCC00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

21/05/2013WRCC00200557. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding an application under the agri-environment options scheme 3 in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [23653/13]

21/05/2013WRCC00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 20 November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named.  The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome very shortly.  In the event that any queries arise on the 
application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named.

21/05/2013WRCC00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRCC00400558. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an outstanding agri environment option scheme payment in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23679/13]

21/05/2013WRCC00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €785.66 and €4,713.89 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a compre-
hensive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel 
Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The person named 
was also selected for a ground inspection which took place on 26 November 2012.  During this 
inspection, areas of non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the scheme were noted in 
relation to the Traditional Hay Meadow action which resulted in a penalty being imposed.  The 
person named was informed of the nature of the penalty and the appeal option. As no appeal 
has been received, the application has been processed for payment on the basis of the inspection 
findings and payment (net of penalty) in respect of 2012 will issue shortly.

21/05/2013WRCC00550Animal Diseases Issues

21/05/2013WRCC00600559. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will sanction the payment of a herd test for a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; if 
his attention has been drawn to the circumstances in this case; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23689/13]

21/05/2013WRCC00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A notifica-
tion (ER5) issued to the herdowner concerned on 26 February 2013 requesting him to have a 
contiguous herd test completed by 3 April 2013. The test was not completed by this date nor 
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has it been completed to date. Accordingly, an Overdue C letter issued on 8 April 2013 and, in 
accordance with normal practice, his herd was automatically suspended.  The herdowner made 
first point of contact with his District Veterinary Office (DVO) on 8 May 2013 when it received 
an undated note stating that “it was the Department’s turn to pay”. On the same date, the DVO 
wrote to the herdowner informing him that the test was overdue by almost 5 weeks and explain-
ing that he had already been notified that, in line with the standard policy, the “Department pay” 
test would change to a “farmer pay” test if the test was not completed within the timeframe 
specified in the ER5.  I am satisfied that the herdowner in question was given adequate notice 
of the consequences of failure to carry out the test by the due date.

21/05/2013WRCC00750Fishing Industry Development

21/05/2013WRCC00800560. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will ask his Department to engage with a fisherman who proposes to extend his interest in a 
fishery (details supplied) in County Donegal and if he will communicate directly with the per-
son about this matter. [23693/13]

21/05/2013WRCC00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Regulation 
(EU) No 227/2013 of 13 March 2013 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 850/98 introduced 
a relaxation of the restrictions on the use of Gillnets in Area VIa.  Article 1 introduces an ad-
dendum to 850/98, Article 29 (d)(6) which permits catching Lesser Spotted Dogfish in Gillnets 
greater than 90mm, provided that:

(a) they are only deployed within 3 nautical miles of the coastline and for a maximum of 10 
days per calendar month;

(b) the maximum length of gillnet deployed is 1000 metres;

(c) the maximum soak time is 24 hours; and

(d) at least 70 % of the catch is made up of lesser spotted dogfish.

Article 1 also introduces Article 29(d) 5 which allows a derogation to permit fishing in the 
east of Area VIa (commonly known as the French line), where catch composition is less than 
5% cod or whiting using  gillnets greater than 120mm subject to the following:

(a) they are only deployed in the area south of 59° N;

(b) the maximum length of gillnet deployed is 20 km per vessel;

(c) the maximum soak time is 24 hours; and

(d) no more than 5 % of the catch is made up of whiting and cod.

The Federation of Irish Fishermen (FIF) were asked for their views on a new entrants for a 
scheme for these gill net fisheries. The FIF requested that days at sea be made available to ves-
sels  under 15m who wish to fish within the terms of  Council Regulation 227/2013, Article 1 
amending, Article 29 (d) 5 outlined above, nets greater than 120mm targeting species other than 
whiting or cod.  However the FIF did not recommend a new entrant scheme for vessels over 
10m in relation to Council Regulation 227/2013 Article 1 amending, Article 29 (d) 6, in rela-
tion to the Lesser Spotted Dogfish fishery.  Having considered the proposals, I have decided to 
advertise a new entrant scheme based on the FIF recommendation. Applications for this scheme 
are currently open and the application process was advertised in the Irish Independent on 17 
May 2013; further details are available on the Department’s website.  Accordingly, the named 
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individual may apply to fish using nets of 120mm targeting whitefish other than whiting or cod 
as part of a new entrant scheme currently advertised.

21/05/2013WRCC00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRCC01000561. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an agri-environment option scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23710/13]

21/05/2013WRCC01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €771.28 in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. The person named was also se-
lected for a ground inspection which took place on 13 November 2012. During this inspection, 
issues of non compliance with the terms and conditions of the scheme were noted in relation the 
Riparian Margin action, which resulted in a penalty being imposed.

A letter issued to the person named informing her of this penalty and giving her the option to 
appeal the decision. The person named submitted an appeal to my Department and the original 
decision was overturned. Full payment totalling €3,397.48 has now issued to the person named 
in respect of the 2012 scheme year – 75% payment issued on 22 April 2013 and the balancing 
25% payment issued on 23 April 2013.

21/05/2013WRCC01150Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

21/05/2013WRCC01200562. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23723/13]

21/05/2013WRCC01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government’s decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be 
considered for sale, NewERA, Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
this Department have worked to examine the financial and other implications of developing the 
potential of Coillte’s forest assets. This examination included the identification of the forestry 
assets involved, the determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues 
associated with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights. The overall analysis on the proposed 
sale of Coillte harvesting rights has been finalised. In line with my recent commitment, the 
Steering Group has reported to the two Ministers.  The Ministers are now considering this re-
port and expect to give it to Government shortly for their consideration.

21/05/2013WRCC01350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRCC01400563. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason no payment in relation to a disadvantaged area scheme issued to a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Galway in respect of 2012; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23726/13]

21/05/2013WRCC01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
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named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement that their holdings must have achieved a minimum 
stocking density in 2011 of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare and who applied for and were 
refused derogation in this regard.  While the person named was been informed of the option to 
appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee, to date, this option has not been 
availed of.

21/05/2013WRCC01550Coillte Teoranta Lands

21/05/2013WRCC01600564. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Coillte will provide land for a car park (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23729/13]

21/05/2013WRCC01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as land transactions, are the responsibility of the company.  
Coillte has advised that a request in relation to the details provided by the Deputy had been 
conveyed to the company some weeks ago. I understand that the company has requested that 
the school involved contact the company directly to discuss the matter.

21/05/2013WRCC01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

21/05/2013WRCC01800565. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an agri-environment options scheme application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23736/13]

21/05/2013WRCC01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in 
my Department on 4 December 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named.  The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome very shortly.  In the event that any queries arise on the 
application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named.

21/05/2013WRCC01950Milk Price Issues

21/05/2013WRCC02000566. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that milk commodities are now returning double figures on the world market 
than in May 2012, his views on the fact that the processors are not passing on the price increases 
to the milk suppliers; if he has met with milk processors to discuss same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23740/13]

21/05/2013WRCC02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The price 
paid for milk is a commercial matter between milk producers and their purchasers, and is de-
termined by a combination of the international market for dairy products, the product mix of 
the dairy processor and the efficiency of processing.  As Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine I do not have a role in setting prices.  However, as most processors in Ireland are co-
operatives, dairy farmer members are represented at Board level in those organisations.  Dairy 
markets are performing strongly at present, and processors have announced an increase in their 
milk price in recent weeks.

While market volatility means there will always be short term fluctuations in dairy prices, 
the medium term prospects for global dairy markets are good.  Growth in global population and 
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wealth is forecast to stimulate strong levels of demand for dairy products.  Against that back-
ground, I believe that prospects and opportunities for the dairy sector will expand significantly 
over the coming years.

21/05013WRCC02150Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRCC02200567. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine with 
reference to supports being provided by his Department to farmers who are afflicted by the fod-
der crisis, the supports that his Department is providing to farmers who operate small holdings; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23793/13]

21/05/2013WRCC02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I announced 
on 10 May an extension of the imported fodder transport scheme for a further two weeks and 
the doubling of the fund to €2m.  Following consultation with Met Eireann, Co Ops, the farm-
ing organisations, Teagasc and the advice of officials working on the ground, the decision was 
taken to allow a further two weeks for fodder to be imported into the country with a doubling 
of the transport subsidy fund.  Fodder, eligible under the scheme and delivered into the country 
will be covered up to next Friday 24 May. I have also decided, as an exceptional measure, that 
any definite purchases that have been placed by that date, but which will be delivered during the 
following week, will be included under the scheme.

To date some 2,000 loads of imported fodder, amounting to about 30,000 tonnes, have bene-
fited from my Department’s contribution to these transport costs.  My Department will continue 
to monitor the situation on a day by day basis.  This remains a very challenging situation for 
farmers and the extension to 24 May will allow both farmers and Co Ops to have some certainty 
around the supply of fodder over the coming weeks.  It is also important that while continuing 
to focus on the emergency fodder position in the short term, farmers should also focus on grow-
ing and conserving fodder for next winter’s needs. We should be maximising production in the 
coming period and I have asked Teagasc to prioritise this policy in their advisory campaigns 
over the summer months.

It is clear that the main cut of silage will be delayed this year and as a consequence we need 
to look at the potential for the growing of additional fodder later into the season.  In this regard 
I have also raised a number of specific issues within the Nitrates regulations with my colleague 
Minister Hogan, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government with a view 
to ensuring we maximise the opportunity for fodder production this year.

The Animal Welfare Hotline which I established remains open for those with emergency 
situations or who need information about where to source fodder: 1850 21 19 90 (Low-call).  
The majority of calls received are enquiring about fodder availability and these callers are be-
ing referred to Co-ops in their respective areas.  Those farmers with animal welfare issues (i.e. 
animals starving) are being referred to the DVOs where there are systems in place to deal with 
them on a case by case basis. Further information on the scheme is available from the Depart-
ment website. http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/fodderassistanceapril2013/.

21/05/2013WRCC02350Aquaculture Development

21/05/2013WRCC02400568. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 203 of May 2013, if he will update Dáil Éireann on BIM’s en-
gagement with stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23794/13]

21/05/2013WRCC02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I understand 
that the Deputy is referring to requests for assistance from mussel growers in Lough Foyle.  
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Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) continues to provide ongoing assistance to Irish mussel growers by 
examining opportunities for cross-border funding, by facilitating seed surveys to locate suitable 
beds and by developing a fishing plan for a seed fishery in a number of East Coast Natura 2000 
sites.  As BIM is an independent statutory body and the Deputy has requested details concerning 
specific operational matters, I have asked BIM to provide further details directly to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRCC02550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2013WRCC02600569. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will review the minimum stocking rates for the 2013 disadvantaged area scheme in view of 
the adverse weather conditions and the fodder crisis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23806/13]

21/05/2013WRCC02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am particu-
larly conscious of the difficulties facing farmers, prompted by the prolonged period of adverse 
weather, which has cumulated in severe fodder shortages in many areas. In response, I have in-
troduced a specific Scheme, the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme, designed to assist towards 
the transport costs of imported fodder and maintenance of stocking levels. The situation has 
prompted action by the wider industry and farm bodies, which is very welcome. In keeping the 
situation under constant review, I decided, given the ongoing shortages in some areas, to extend 
the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme to 24 May and to double the funding available to €2 
million. Simultaneously, my Department’s Emergency Welfare System continues to respond to 
individual emergency situations. The scheme will cover any definite purchases that have been 
placed by that date but which will not be delivered until the following week.

Mindful of ongoing difficulties, I also decided that a formal request should again be made to 
the EU Commission seeking agreement to pay an advance from 16 October of the 2013 Single 
Farm Payment which, being the first day of the new EU financial year is the earliest potential 
payment date and almost two months ahead of the standard timeline. It will be recalled that my 
successful approach to Commissioner Ciolos for agreement to making an advance payment of 
the 2012 Single Farm Payment was prompted by the very wet weather experienced throughout 
last summer.

With specific regard to the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the 2013 Scheme, as already 
announced, is focussed on the protection of the smaller and most disadvantaged. It must also 
be borne in mind that the minimum stocking density requirement is equivalent to one ewe per 
eligible forage hectare and cannot in any way be regarded as onerous. It will be recalled that, 
in response to budgetary realities, it was decided to re-focus the Scheme, with greater consid-
eration been given to those contributing most to achieving the aims of the Scheme, which are:

 - Ensuring continued agricultural land use, thereby contributing to the maintenance of a 
viable rural society;

 - Maintaining the countryside;

 - Maintaining and promoting sustainable farming systems, which, in particular, take ac-
count of environmental protection requirements. 

Given the restrictions faced by those farming in recognised Disadvantaged Areas and mind-
ful of the aims of the Scheme, as outlined, it will be readily appreciated that appropriate stock-
ing levels are crucial. In this regard, balance must be struck between the need to ensure that 
at least the minimum is done to ensure the land is adequately utilised and grazed, while at the 
same time being sufficiently aware of the natural constraints. In this regard, it is clear that the 
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minimum stocking levels currently set under the Scheme achieve this twin objective.  Thus, 
the terms of the 2013 Scheme remain as previously announced.  Farmers with genuine fodder-
related stocking difficulties may avail of the force majeure provisions of the Scheme.

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRCC02800570. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, 
claimed individually by each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his De-
partment, for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23809/13]

21/05/2013WRCC02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
travel and subsistence expenses claimed by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary Gen-
eral in my Department for each year from 1 January 2005 to 9 March 2011 is set out in the table. 
The figures do not include air fares purchased on their behalf by the Department but include 
transport and hotel accommodation relating to official business within Ireland and abroad. 

Minister/Minister of State Year Travel & Subsistence 
Expenses claimed 

Mary Coughlan  Minister
( 1/1/2005 – 6 /5/2008)

2005   €9,857.14

2006 €14,437.37
2007 €24,752.61
2008 €7,634.29

Brendan Smith  
Minister
(7/5/2008-9/3/2011)

2008 €2,003.91

2009 €2,252.75
2010 €4,545.73
2011 Nil 

Brendan Smith
Minister of State
(1/1/2005-12/7/2007)

2005 €39,233.23

2006 €40,036.32
2007  €12,091.43

Minister of State/Secretary 
General 

Year Travel & Subsistence 
Expenses claimed 

John Browne
Minister of State
(1/1/2005-12/5/2008)

2005 €43,055.02

2006 €7,247.37
2007 €21,646.24
2008  €19,734.13

Mary Wallace
Minister of State
(29/5/2006-7/5/2008)

2006 €40,819.52

2007 €48,718.44
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Minister/Minister of State Year Travel & Subsistence 
Expenses claimed 

2008 €17,083.88

Minister of State Year Travel and Subsistence 
Expenses claimed

Trevor Sargent
Minister of State
(26/6/2007-23/3/2010 )

2007 €9,694.87

2008 €20,949.76
2009 €12,233.66
2010  €2,901.58

Tony Killeen
Minister of State
(7/5/2008-22/3/2010)

2008 €22,900.16

2009 €33,801.57
2010  €7,370.77

Sean Connick
Minister of State
(23/2/2010-9/3/2011)

2010 €19,277.32

2011 €2,470.31
Tom Moran 
Secretary General
(1/1/2005-9/3/2011)

2005 €10,056.16

2006 €7,564.55
2007 €8,936.86
2008 €7,915.64
2009 €5,319.13
2010 €6,882.84
2011 €1,417.50

21/05/2013WRCC02950Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRCC03000571. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister 
of State in his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and 
subsistence, in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23825/13]

21/05/2013WRCC03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in my Department or in constituency 
offices and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in each year for the period 2005 
to March 2011 is set out in the table.
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Minister Year Number of staff 
Appointed

Staff Salary 
Related Costs 
- €

Staff Travel 
& Subsistence 
Expenses - €        

Mary Coughlan  
Minister
( 1/1/2005 – 
6 /5/2008)

2005 4 196,562.12 4,312.39

2006 4 253,828.29 6,037.48
2007 4 299,675.21 9,683.39
2008 4 113,884.61 6,712.34

Brendan Smith  
Minister 
(7/5/2008-
9/3/2011)

2008 4 211,417.86 4,026.06

2009 3 245,558.72 230.96
2010 4 343,068.57 2,023.39
2011 3 69,340.53 Nil 

Minister of State Year Number of staff 
Appointed

Staff Salary 
Related 
Costs - €     

Staff Travel 
& 
Subsistence 
Expenses - €        

Brendan 
Smith
Minister 
of State
(1/1/2005-
12/7/2007)

2005 2 95,963.94 2,189.84

2006 2 98,431.44 2,189.97
2007  2 56,318.20 1,024.60

John Browne
Minister of 
State
(1/1/2005-
12/5/2008)

2005 3 112,454.31 15,248.41

2006 3 22,577.10 1,514.96
2007 4 73,572.24 5,012.50
2008  4 97,281.12 4,311.91

Mary Wallace
Minister of 
State
(29/5/2006-
7/5/2008)

2006 3 65,318.26 Nil

2007 5 151,572.86 Nil
2008 5 78,973.71 Nil
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Minister of State Year Number of staff 
Appointed

Staff Salary 
Related 
Costs - €

Staff Travel 
& 
Subsistence 
Expenses - €

Trevor Sargent
Minister of 
State
(26/6/2007-
23/3/2010 )

2007 4 71,997.44 2,136.12

2008 6 271,152.37 6,011.91
2009 5 273,633.83 610.62
2010  4 89,471.23 960.99

Tony Killeen
Minister 
of State
(7/5/2008-
22/3/2010)

2008 2 58,224.59 Nil

2009 2 102,758.30 Nil
2010  2 26,360.59 Nil

Sean Connick
Minister 
of State
(23/2/2010-
9/3/2011)

2010 4 93,586.20 1,322.81

2011 4 72,193.23 Nil 

  Question No. 572 withdrawn.

21/05/2013WRCC03250Forestry Grants

21/05/2013WRCC03300573. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding outstanding forestry grants in respect of a person (detailssupplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23875/13]

21/05/2013WRCC03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A claim form 
for the second instalment of the establishment grant (Form 3) issued to the applicant in April 
2009 but the Forest Service has no record of receiving the completed form.  A reminder letter 
issued to the applicant in April 2012. A replacement Form 3 has now been forwarded to the ap-
plicant by the Forest Service.  In 2010, the sixth annual premium was paid to the applicant and 
it is Forest Service policy not to pay further annual premiums beyond the sixth until the second 
instalment of the establishment grant has been paid.

21/05/2013WRCC03450Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRCC03500574. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an agri-environment option scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Galway; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [23876/13]

21/05/2013WRCC03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €833.31 and €4,999.96 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a compre-
hensive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel 
Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During the checking 
process in respect of the 2012 scheme year, issues were identified in relation to the claimed 
areas on the Species Rich Grassland and Traditional Hay Meadow actions. My Department is 
now finalising the application of the person named and payment in respect of the 2012 scheme 
year will issue shortly.

21/05/2013WRCC03650Beef Technology Adoption Programme

21/05/2013WRCC03700575. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason payment under the beef technology scheme has not issued to a farmer (details supplied) 
in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23892/13]

21/05/2013WRCC03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named was a participant of the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme. Participants 
were required to attend a prescribed number of discussion group meetings or approved national 
events, in addition to completing two Tasks, chosen from a menu of eight, designed to enhance 
on-farm efficiency. The broad range of available Task options allowed participants to choose 
those best suited to the business needs and particular characteristics of their beef enterprises.

The person named did not qualify for payment because he failed to satisfactorily complete 
one of two selected Tasks – the task related to the completion of a herd health plan in consulta-
tion with a veterinary practitioner. Participants who chose that task were required to join the 
Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) eradication programme, a condition of which was that herd 
owners had to submit tissue samples from all calves born on their holdings in 2012 to one of a 
number of designated laboratories. Task completion was verified by the Irish Cattle Breeding 
Federation (ICBF) which maintains a database of laboratory results on behalf of Animal Health 
Ireland. Information received from ICBF indicated that the herd owner in question did not 
sample any animal born in 2012. While the calves born in 2012 were BVD-tested in January 
2013, this does not meet the Task requirement for the 2012 Programme.

It is the responsibility of participants and their facilitators to familiarise themselves with 
the Programme Terms and Conditions. In applying for the BTAP, farmers undertook to comply 
with the Terms and Conditions of the Programme and accepted that failure to abide by the rules 
could result in a loss of payment.

21/05/2013WRCC03850Beef Technology Adoption Programme

21/05/2013WRCC03900576. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers in the beef technology scheme in 2012; the number that have been paid for 
2012; the number that have not been paid; the reasons they have not been paid; the number 
rejected on the basis of not carrying out the BVD test in time; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23893/13]

21/05/2013WRCC04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under Food 
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Harvest 2020, ambitious development targets were set for a number of agricultural sectors, in-
cluding the beef sector. In this context, €5m of Exchequer funding was made available in 2012 
for the establishment of a Beef Technology Adoption Programme (BTAP) to encourage the 
adoption of best management practice on beef farms.

In order to qualify for the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme, applicants were 
required to have satisfied one of the following criteria:

- Farmers with suckler cows must be current participants in the Suckler Cow Welfare 
Scheme (AWRBS), that is, they must have received payments under the Scheme on 2010 born 
calves and have applied to participate in ICBF HerdPlus prior to applying for the Programme.

- Beef farmers without a suckler herd must have applied to participate in ICBF HerdPlus 
prior to applying for the Programme. Any farmer finishing animals to slaughter must have ap-
plied for membership of the Beef Quality Assurance Scheme (BQAS) before the application 
date for this Programme and must be a member of the scheme by 31   October 2012. He/she 
must also have finished a minimum of 15 cattle to slaughter in 2011. 

Nationally, 5,685 applicants satisfied the entry requirements, In addition to the entry criteria, 
however, applicants were also required to attend a minimum of five Discussion group meetings/
approved National Events, and successfully complete two Tasks, selected from a menu of eight 
Tasks. Eligibility for payment required that participants be confirmed as having attended the 
required minimum number of meetings and to have completed their chosen two Tasks; to date 
a total of 4,809 participants have been paid.  All unpaid cases are being reviewed and, where 
eligibility is confirmed, payment will issue; those confirmed as unsuccessful will be advised ac-
cordingly, in writing. In common with all Schemes/Programmes operated by my Department, 
those who are found to be unsuccessful will be afforded the right of appeal. 

Regarding Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) testing, this activity arises in the context of one of 
the tasks related to the completion of a herd health plan in consultation with a veterinary practi-
tioner. Participants who chose that task were required to join the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) 
eradication programme, a condition of which was that herd owners had to submit tissue samples 
from all calves born on their holdings in 2012 to one of a number of designated laboratories. 
Task completion was verified by the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) which maintains 
a database of laboratory results on behalf of Animal Health Ireland. Information received from 
ICBF indicated that 66 participants did not sample any animal born in 2012 and thereby failed 
the Task.

21/05/2013WRDD00150Forestry Grants

21/05/2013WRDD00200577. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a forestry payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23899/13]

21/05/2013WRDD00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following a 
recent inspection, the Forest Service inspector has reported that the site is not up to the required 
standard and that further works are needed on the site. The Forest Service will issue a letter to 
the applicant detailing the works that must be carried out. These works must be completed and 
the plantation brought up to the required standard before further payments can be made.

21/05/2013WRDD00350Live Exports

21/05/2013WRDD00400578. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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in view of the fact that livestock export is vital at present, if the live export to Libya is still open; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23973/13]

21/05/2013WRDD00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Libyan 
market remains open to Irish male cattle under 24 months and two shipments have been ex-
ported so far this year.

Continued trade with Libya is a commercial matter, but there is no impediment as regards 
animal health or transport requirements. 

21/05/2013WRDD00550Fisheries Protection

21/05/2013WRDD00600579. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will investigate illegal fishing at a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24008/13]

21/05/2013WRDD00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Control of 
the fishing within Ireland’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone is the responsibility of  the Irish control 
authorities.  Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, operational issues 
concerning sea fisheries control are a matter for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) 
and the Naval Service. I have sent the question to the SFPA who will respond directly to the 
Deputy.

21/05/2013WRDD00750Single Payment Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRDD00800580. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way the single farm payment rates were calculated for the period 2007 to 2013; and the formu-
lae that were used for each of the following sectors, dairy, beef, sheep and arable. [24040/13]

21/05/2013WRDD00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Generally, 
the Single Payment Scheme is applicable to farmers who actively farmed during all or any of 
the three reference years 2000, 2001, and 2002, who were paid Livestock Premia and/or Arable 
Aid payments in one or more of those years and for whom Single Payment entitlements were 
therefore established. In order to remain eligible, they, or their successors, must continue to 
farm. 

Other farmers, including new entrants to farming since the reference period, are also eligible 
for the Single Payment Scheme where they have received entitlements from the National Re-
serve or by way of a transfer. The Scheme also includes payment to dairy farmers who benefited 
from the decoupled Dairy Premium in 2005 and includes compensation for growers of Sugar 
Beet during the 2001, 2002 and 2004 reference period.

Rates of entitlement per hectare are thus calculated on an individual farmer basis, reflecting 
the principles outlined above.

Payments under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the Rural Environment Protection 
Scheme (REPS), the Afforestation Premium Scheme and farm support schemes, such as the 
On-Farm Investment, are not included in the Single Payment.

21/05/2013WRDD00950Stocking Densities

21/05/2013WRDD01000581. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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further to Parliamentary Question No. 1072 of 16 April 2013, if he will provide a breakdown 
of figures in tabular form by sector for the analysis done on a county or regional basis regard-
ing agricultural productivity in each of the following sections, dairy, sheep, beef and arable. 
[24041/13]

21/05/2013WRDD01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The analy-
sis of stocking density presented in my reply to PQ 17622 of 16 April was carried out using a 
national modelling database based on 2010 SPS payments.  It is not currently available on a 
sectoral or regional basis.

21/05/2013WRDD01150Slurry Storage

21/05/2013WRDD01200582. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
consider a TAMS type stream of funding for slurry storage on tillage lands where tanks would 
be in a position to receive imported slurry and use this valuable material to replenish the organic 
matter and trace elements in continuous tillage grounds. [24080/13]

21/05/2013WRDD01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have no 
plans at present to provide grant-aid for the construction of slurry storage on tillage lands.

21/05/2013WRDD01350Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRDD01400583. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that it is becoming evident that the fodder crisis will continue not just into the 
summer but that it will heighten and worsen during next winter, his plans to continue bringing 
fodder into the country to help farmers build up a reserve to take them through another winter 
and in order to keep and sustain our farms and stock during this crisis; the other countries be-
sides England and France in which he is looking for fodder; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24205/13]

21/05/2013WRDD01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I announced 
on 10 May an extension of the imported fodder transport scheme for a further two weeks and 
the doubling of the fund to €2m. 

Following consultation with Met Eireann, Co Ops, the farming organisations, Teagasc and 
the advice of officials working on the ground, the decision was taken to allow a further two 
weeks for fodder to be imported into the country with a doubling of the transport subsidy fund.  
Fodder, eligible under the scheme and delivered into the country will be covered up to next 
Friday 24 May. I have also decided, as an exceptional measure, that any definite purchases that 
have been placed by that date, but which will be delivered during the following week, will be 
included under the scheme.

To date some 2,000 loads of imported fodder, amounting to about 30,000 tonnes, have 
benefited from my Department’s contribution to these transport costs.  My Department will 
continue to monitor the situation on a day by day basis.  This remains a very challenging situa-
tion for farmers and the extension to 24 May will allow both farmers and Co Ops to have some 
certainty around the supply of fodder over the coming weeks.

It is also important that while continuing to focus on the emergency fodder position in 
the short term, farmers should also focus on growing and conserving fodder for next winter’s 
needs. We should be maximising production in the coming period and I have asked Teagasc to 
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prioritise this policy in their advisory campaigns over the summer months.

It is clear that the main cut of silage will be delayed this year and as a consequence we need 
to look at the potential for the growing of additional fodder later into the season.  In this regard 
I have also raised a number of specific issues within the Nitrates regulations with my colleague 
Minister Hogan, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government with a view 
to ensuring we maximise the opportunity for fodder production this year.

The Animal Welfare Hotline which I established remains open for those with emergency 
situations or who need information about where to source fodder: 1850 21 19 90 (Low-call).  
The majority of calls received are enquiring about fodder availability and these callers are be-
ing referred to Co-ops in their respective areas.  Those farmers with animal welfare issues (i.e. 
animals starving) are being referred to the DVOs where there are systems in place to deal with 
them on a case by case basis. 

Further information on the scheme is available from the Department website. http://www.
agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/fodderassistanceapril2013/.

21/05/2013WRDD01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

21/05/2013WRDD01600584. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
a person (details supplied) in County Clare has not received headage payments since 2011; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24242/13]

21/05/2013WRDD01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement that their holdings must have achieved a minimum 
stocking density in 2011 of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare and who applied for and were 
refused derogation in this regard.  

The applicant subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee; however, the appeal was unsuccessful and the appellant was notified 
accordingly by letter dated 9 January 2013. 

As advised in that letter, it is now open to the person named to pursue the matter with the 
Office of the Ombudsman.

21/05/2013WRDD01750Agriculture Schemes Appeals

21/05/2013WRDD01800585. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 213 of 2 May 2013, if his Department will send out the neces-
sary documentation which will allow the person (details supplied) in County Limerick to lodge 
an appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24244/13]

21/05/2013WRDD01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As notified 
in PQ 21044 of 2 May 2013, the above named applicant requested a review of a Department 
decision in relation to a penalty imposed on the applicant’s 2012 Direct Payments following 
inspection. The outcome of the review, which was to uphold the original decision, was notified 
by letter dated 5 October 2012.  The applicant was, at that time, advised of the right to appeal 
the outcome of the review to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within three months 
of the date of the review letter. No appeal was lodged.  

Where the Director of Agriculture Appeals considers there are exceptional circumstances 
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that lead to submission outside the specified three-month timeframe, an appeal may be ac-
cepted.  If the applicant believes that exceptional circumstances apply in this case, it is open to 
him to write to the Director of the Agriculture Appeals Office outlining those circumstances, 
enclosing any relevant documentation.

The Agriculture Appeals Office is located at Kilminchy Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise and 
can be contacted by telephone on (057) 866 7167.

21/05/2013WRDD01950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRDD02000586. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo has yet to receive an area-based payment; if 
he will expedite the claim; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24273/13]

21/05/2013WRDD02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the holdings of eligible applicants were required to have 
met a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive 
months, in addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the 
twelve months of the scheme year. As the applicant has not as yet demonstrated that the holding 
satisfies the scheme minimum stocking density requirements, as of now, no payment is due in 
respect of the 2012 Scheme.

21/05/2013WRDD02150TB Eradication Scheme

21/05/2013WRDD02200587. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline the allocation of Departmental spend year to date in east Wicklow on badger culling 
for the purposes of eradicating bovine TB in comparison to the same period in east Wicklow in 
2012; and if he will provide comparative data for national spending for this purpose. [24302/13]

21/05/2013WRDD02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The badger 
removal programme is only one element of a very comprehensive tuberculosis eradication pro-
gramme but this element has contributed very significantly to the improvement in the Bovine 
TB situation in Ireland in recent years. This is evidenced by the fact that cattle herd incidence 
has fallen from 7.5% in 2000 to 4.1% in 2012 and the number of TB reactors has declined from 
40,000 to 18,500 during the same period. This is the lowest recorded since the commencement 
of the TB eradication programme in the 1950s. The low incidence of TB over the past 4 years in 
particular is encouraging and indicates that the incidence has moved permanently to a new low 
level. The incidence of TB in 2013 is running at about 10% below the levels recorded in 2012.

With regard to East Wicklow, an enhanced wildlife programme was introduced in that area 
in 2011 due to higher than average levels of TB in the area. In particular, additional staffing re-
sources were assigned to the regional office to improve delivery of the programme. Information 
on expenditure on the badger removal programme is not kept in a format which would enable 
me to provide details of the cost of the programme in East Wicklow. However, there has been a 
significant improvement in the delivery of the programme since 2010 as evidenced by the fact 
that the area subject to badger culling increased from 27% in 2010 to 34% in 2012 and the num-
ber of badgers removed increased from 22 to 265 in the same period. In addition, notwithstand-
ing that research has shown that there can be a time lag of a number of years between the com-
mencement of a badger removal programme and an evident reduction in herd incidence, herd 
incidence in East Wicklow has fallen by 38% from 6.9% in April 2011 to 4.3% in April 2013. 

I am satisfied that the programme is being implemented effectively in East Wicklow and I 
am hopeful that we will continue to see a reduction in the incidence of TB in the area into the 



21 May 2013

369

future.

21/05/2013WRDD02350Vesting Orders

21/05/2013WRDD02400588. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in having the vesting order completed in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; if same will be expedited immediately in view of the fact that this 
person is in financial difficulty and wishes to sell some of his land; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [24340/13]

21/05/2013WRDD02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is aware of the situation and is actively working to complete the Vesting Order where one 
title issue still has to be resolved.  In this case, the re-arrangement involves 67 plots and 14 
exchange agreements all of which are inter-dependent on each other for registration purposes.  
Unfortunately no one individual can be vested in isolation.  Every effort is being made to com-
plete this case as soon as possible.

21/05/2013WRDD02550Departmental Staff Numbers

21/05/2013WRDD02600589. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of agricultural inspectors and assistant agricultural inspectors employed by the Depart-
ment at present; the number of vacancies to be filled at present; the number of new vacancies 
likely to arise at each grade before the end of the year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24370/13]

21/05/2013WRDD02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At present 
my Department employs 83 Agricultural Inspectors and 104 Assistant Agricultural Inspectors.  
There are currently 7 entry level vacancies at Assistant Agricultural Inspector.

21/05/2013WRDD02750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

21/05/2013WRDD02800590. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position in relation to an agri-environment option scheme 2 application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; when payment will be made; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24373/13]

21/05/2013WRDD02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be 
completed before any payment can issue.  The person named was also selected for a ground in-
spection which took place on 11th May 2012.  During this inspection, areas of non-compliance 
with the terms and condition of the scheme were noted in relation to the Water Trough Installa-
tion action which resulted in items being deemed ineligible for reimbursement.  A letter issued 
to the person named on 11th June 2012 informing him of these non compliances and set out 
his appeal options.  An appeal was received by my Department and following a review of the 
file, the decision was made to disallow the appeal.  On the 11th February 2013 a letter issued to 
the person named informing him of this and giving him the option of appeal to the Agriculture 
Appeals Office.  To date, no appeal has been received in the Agriculture Appeals Office.  My 
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Department is processing the application for payment based on the findings found on Inspection 
and payment for the 2011 scheme year will issue shortly.

21/05/2013WRDD02950State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRDD03000591. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will set out in tabular form the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organi-
sations under his Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
are more than one year old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 2012; and those of 
all such organisations whose latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a 
period ending before May 2011.  [25015/13]

21/05/2013WRDD03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy is outlined below.

State Body – Annual Reports and Accounts

Non-Commercial Bodies

- 2010 2011
Aqua licensing Appeals 
Board

Awaiting Office of the 
Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral sign off      

Awaiting Office of the 
Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral sign off     

Bord Bia November 2011 December 2012
Bord Iascaigh Mhara 15 November 2011 21 February 2013
Marine Institute 4 May 2012 Awaiting Office of the 

Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral sign off

National Milk Agency 10 October 2011 20 February 2013*
Sea Fisheries Protection 
Agency

11 April 2012 Awaiting Office of the 
Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral sign off

Teagasc October 2011 September 2012
Veterinary Council of Ire-
land

There is no statutory re-
quirement, in the case of the 
Veterinary Council, to lay 
accounts before the Oireach-
tas.

There is no statutory re-
quirement, in the case of the 
Veterinary Council, to lay 
accounts before the Oireach-
tas.

Commercial Bodies

- 2010 2011
Bord na gCon 23 December 2011 The accounts will be laid be-

fore the Oireachtas shortly.
Coillte 3 May 2011 31 July 2012
Horse Racing Ireland 25 October 2011 18 December 2012
Irish National Stud 8 August 2011 22 June 2012
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*The National Milk Agency was the subject of a critical review in 2012.

21/05/2013WRDD03150Aftercare Services

21/05/2013WRDD03200592. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13 has been refused further financial assistance; if this 
decision is contrary to national policy under the leaving and aftercare services; and if he will 
ensure that this decision is reviewed in view of the stated responsibility of the Health Service 
Executive in such instances to support such persons until the completion of the education they 
are engaged in, which extends a person’s eligibility for support beyond 21 years up to 23 years 
and the detrimental impact that this decision will have on this person in view of their academic 
achievement to date and plans to continue this to degree level. [24060/13]

21/05/2013WRDD03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

21/05/2013WRDD03350Youth Services

21/05/2013WRDD03400593. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will outline the funding position regarding Foróige Youth Services in the context of the upcom-
ing Budget; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23692/13]

21/05/2013WRDD03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

Programme Amount in 2013
Youth Service Grant Scheme €2,651,154 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  
(1 & 2)

€1,195,283

Special Project for Youth €2,083,572
Total €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allocated 
to local clubs by; and at the discretion of local VECs.

This total does not include funding provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diver-
sion projects or funding from other state agencies such as the HSE.
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The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. In 2014 the savings required in the youth budget under the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m which entails a 5% cut across most 
schemes and programmes and a 10% cut on the Youth Service Grant Scheme, under which 
Foróige receives funding as a national organisation.

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding. 

My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In consid-
ering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked 
to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to 
meet with, many youth organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to 
minimise the impact of these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality 
youth services to young people is sustained in these challenging times.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years.

21/05/2013WRDD03550Missing Children

21/05/2013WRDD03600594. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will provide a detailed update on the roll out of the 116000 missing children hotline; when 
this hotline will be fully operational; the publicity strategy in place to publicise this facility; if 
she will give a commitment to future funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23785/13]

21/05/2013WRDD03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 116000 
Missing Children Hotline is operated by the ISPCC in liaison with a cross-sectoral Project 
Team, chaired by my Department.

The ISPCC has been successful in securing EU Daphne funding to support the establishment 
of the line. The ISPCC also submitted an application for funding to the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs to cover the establishment and running of the Hotline. This application has 
been approved for 2012 and 2013. Future applications for running costs will be considered in 
the context of the annual budget estimates process. 

I am delighted to confirm that the phased implementation of the service, which commenced 
in December 2012, operating on a reduced hours pilot basis, has now become  a full-time 24/7 
service since Monday the 22nd of April 2013.

In addition I can confirm that:
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- Memoranda of understanding between the ISPCC and the HSE, my Department and the 
Gardaí, respectively were finalised in advance of the commencement of the pilot in December 
2012.

- The funding received from both the EU Daphne fund and from my Department includes, 
in the establishment costs, the national promotion and advertisement of this Hotline service.

- The 116000 Missing Children Hotline service will be officially launched in Ireland on the 
5th of June 2013.

The promotion of the Hotline has been ongoing since the service opened in 2012.  There 
have been numerous press releases issued by the DCYA and the ISPCC, the 116 000 Miss-
ing Children Hotline has been covered in the print (9 articles) and broadcast (6 radio stations) 
media since opening in May 2012.  There has also been an on- going website and social media 
presence utilising ISPCC, Facebook and Twitter to highlight the service as well as information 
on missing children.

ISPCC staff and volunteers have worked to disseminate posters in local areas and posters 
have been distributed nationally by the Gardaí.  

The Missing Children Hotline will be officially launched on the 5th of June 2013. Following 
this launch the awareness campaign for the service will be escalated nationally.

21/05/2013WRDD03750Youth Services

21/05/2013WRDD03800595. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
respond to concerns regarding funding challenges that are addressed in a submission (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23803/13]

21/05/2013WRDD03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

Programme Amount in 2013
Youth Service Grant Scheme €2,651,154 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  
(1 & 2)

€1,195,283

Special Project for Youth €2,083,572
Total €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allocated 
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to local clubs by; and at the discretion of local VECs.

This total does not include funding provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diver-
sion projects or funding from other state agencies such as the HSE.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. In 2014 the savings required in the youth budget under the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m which entails a 5% cut across most 
schemes and programmes and a 10% cut on the Youth Service Grant Scheme, under which 
Foróige receives funding as a national organisation.

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding. 

My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In consid-
ering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked 
to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to 
meet with, many youth organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to 
minimise the impact of these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality 
youth services to young people is sustained in these challenging times.

In 2011, Foróige, following an internal review of the organisation’s wide range of provision 
for young people, reprioritised its areas of youth provision and programmes.  This reprioritisa-
tion, which was proposed to my Department, enabled Foróige to strengthen their Big Brother 
Big Sister (BBBS) Programme nationally.  Foróige decided, with the permission of my De-
partment, to reallocate the funding provided by my Department from their Youth Information 
services to the Big Brother Big Sister Programme.  Additional funding was also provided by 
my Department to Foróige for the Big Brother Big Sister Programme in 2012 and 2013.  While 
I fully appreciate the value of the Big Brother Big Sister Programme and the challenges facing 
it in the current fiscal climate, given the savings required within my Department’s budget under 
the CRE, I do not envisage any further scope for the provision of any further increase on the 
funding already provided to Foróige.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years.

Detention Centres

21/05/2013WRDD04000596. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
when she expects the new eight bed unit in Oberstown, County Dublin, to be completed and 
when the places will begin to be used. [23868/13]
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21/05/2013WRDD04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I refer the Dep-
uty to my reply to PQ No. 246 of 16 May 2013.

By way of further information on this matter, the physical layout at present of the Ober-
stown campus comprises three detention units in Oberstown Boys School, one detention unit 
in Oberstown Girls School and three detention units in Trinity House School.  One of the three 
detention units in Trinity House School is currently not in use due to staffing issues.  As outlined 
in my reply to PQ No. 246, my Department is working closely with the Oberstown Board of 
Management to resolve this issue and bring this detention unit back into operation at the earliest 
possible date.

The Deputy may also be aware that a capital project is currently underway to increase the 
capacity of the Oberstown campus.  The main objective of this project is to meet the Programme 
for Government commitment to end the practice of detaining children in St Patrick’s Institu-
tion.  The tender process for the award of a contract for the project is currently ongoing.  The 
current projected timeline estimate from the OPW indicates that the first new residential units, 
to provide sufficient capacity to end the practice of  sending 17 year old boys to St. Patrick’s 
Institution, will be available for use by mid 2014.

Child and Family Support Agency Services

21/05/2013WREE00200597. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide vital funding for a young persons’ counselling service (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23977/13]

21/05/2013WREE00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Family Sup-
port Agency under the remit of my Department administers a programme of grants for volun-
tary organisations that provide marriage and relationships, child and bereavement counselling 
services. Some 600 organisations are funded each year. In 2013, an amount of €8.147m has 
been allocated to this programme. These services aim to support people with difficulties they 
are experiencing in their relationships, to help children whose lives have been affected by pa-
rental separation and to support families who have experienced the death of a family member. 

The counselling service referred to by the Deputy has received funding from the Family 
Support Agency under the Scheme of Grants to Voluntary Organisations providing Marriage, 
Child and Bereavement Counselling. They first applied for funding in 2012 and received €3,000 
towards Child Counselling in relation to Parental Separation and Bereavement Counselling on 
the death of a family member.  The 2013 Grant applications are currently being processed and 
all groups will be notified of the outcome by the Family Support Agency once the approvals 
have been finalised.

I have forwarded the Deputy’s representations to the Family Support Agency for their con-
sideration.

Child and Family Support Agency Remit

21/05/2013WREE00400598. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there 
are any plans or proposals to rationalise the number of family resource centres under the new 
Child and Family Support Agency; if she envisages 106 family resource centres in the future; 
if they will continue in their current service provision or if there are plans to either reduce or 
expand the number of services they provide. [24036/13]
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21/05/2013WREE00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Government 
has approved the Heads of the Child and Family Support Agency Bill and has also agreed to 
the priority drafting of this Bill. The necessary legislative and organisational preparations are 
being prioritised so that the Agency can be established as soon as possible. The Agency, upon 
establishment, will assume full statutory responsibility for a range of child and family services 
currently provided by three separate agencies; namely the HSE, the Family Support Agency, in-
cluding the Family Resource Centre Programme, and the National Educational Welfare Board. 

It is my intention that the Agency will have a role in supporting families and communities. I 
can assure the Deputy that the new Agency will build on the excellent work undertaken by the 
Family Support Agency over the last decade, and that a community based approach will form 
an integral part of the new Child and Family Support Agency. 

Funding of over €23.5 million has been provided to the Family Support Agency (FSA) for 
2013. This includes a dedicated provision of over €14 million in respect of the Family Resource 
Centre Programme in 2013. Under the programme some 106 Family Resource Centres will 
receive funding from the FSA this year. The FSA, like all other State bodies, has been asked 
to make savings across all the programmes which it administers. In this context the Family 
Resource Centres have been asked to focus, in particular, on identifying the scope for greater 
efficiency and for reduction in the administration and overhead costs associated with the day-
to-day running of the centres.

21/05/2013WREE00550Youth Services

21/05/2013WREE00600599. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide a breakdown of all funding granted to Foróige clubs in County Offaly for the past five 
years and to date in 2013.  [24070/13]

21/05/2013WREE00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
provides funding for a Local Youth Club Grant Scheme which supports youth work activities at 
a local level (€1.035m in 2013).  These grants are made available to all youth clubs and groups 
through local Vocational Education Committees. The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department 
has notified all VECs of their 2013 allocation.  The scheme will be advertised locally and ap-
plications for funding will be  invited by the VEC from local groups in their areas. Funding of 
€20,395 under the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme has been allocated to Co. Offaly VEC in 
2013.

The Deputy should note that under the Comprehensive Review of expenditure, I have en-
sured that there has been no cut to the total national funding being provided by my Department 
to support the local voluntary youth club grant schemes as this funding plays an important role 
in supporting volunteer-led youth groups and in promoting and leveraging valuable voluntary 
activity in youth work.

Details of funding from 2007 to 2011 is outlined hereunder. Funding returns for 2012 in 
respect of Co. Offaly VEC have not yet been received in my Department.  

- Co. Offaly VEC 2007 Grant
1 Lusmagh Foróige Club 750
2 Cloghan Foróige Club 750
3 Ballycumber Foróige Club 1,000
4 Rath/Eglish Foróige Club 1,000
5 Banagher Foróige Club 1,000
6 Foróige (Durrow) 750
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- Co. Offaly VEC 2007 Grant
7 Kilcormac Foróige 1,000
8 Kinnitty Foróige Club 750
9 Clonbullogue Foróige Club 750
10 Ballinahawn Foróige Club 750
11 Tubber Foróige 1,000
12 Killoughey Foróige 750
13 Geashill Foróige 750
14 Ferbane Foróige 1,000 

- Co. Offaly VEC 2008 Grant
1 Ballinahown Foróige Club 800
2 Ballycumber Foróige Club 900
3 Banagher Foróige  Club 900
5 Cloghan Foróige Club 800
6 Junior Foróige Ferbane 600
7 Durrow Foróige Club 800
8 Teen Foróige Birr 800
9 Clareen Foróige Club 850
10 Ballinamere Foróige Club 850
11 Kinnitty Foróige Club 900
12 Lusmagh Foróige Club 750
13 Rath/Eglish Foróige Club 750
14 Tubber Foróige Club 750
15 Ferbane Foróige Club 750

- Co. Offaly VEC 2009  Grant
1 Walsh Island Foróige 500
2 Croghan Foróige 500
3 Durrow Foróige 400
4 Lusmagh Foróige 500
5 Ballinagar Foróige 500
6 Cloghan Foróige 600
7 Ferbane Senior Foróige 500
8 Banagher Foróige 700
9 Ballycumber Foróige 700
10 Carrig and Riverstown 

Foróige
450

11 Ballinahown Foróige 500
12 Ferbane Junior Foróige 500
13 Eglish & Rath Foróige 500
14 Clareen Foróige 600
15 Kinnitty Foróige 500
16 Tubber Foróige 400
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- Co. Offaly VEC 2009  Grant
17 Mucklagh Foróige 500
18 Shinrone Foróige 500

- Co. Offaly VEC 2010 Grant
1 Ballinabrackey Foróige 500
2 Ballinagar Foróige 500
3 Walsh Island Foróige 400
4 Croghan Foróige 400
5 Durrow-Tullamore  Foróige 450
6 Lusmagh Foróige 450
7 Cloghan Foróige 600
8 Ferbane Senior Foróige 500
9 Birr Foróige 550
10 Banagher Foróige 550
11 Ballycumber Foróige 700
12 Carrig & Riverstown 

Foróige
500

13 Clonbullogue Foróige 400
14 Ballinahown Foróige 400
15 Ferbane Junior Foróige 600
16 Eglish & Rath Foróige 400
17 Clareen Foróige 500
18 Kinnitty Foróige 500
19 Tubber Foróige 400
20 Rahan Foróige 500
21 Mucklagh Foróige 400
22 Shinrone Foróige 400
23 Geashill Foróige 500
 

- Co. Offaly VEC  2011 Grant
1 Ballinabrackey Foróige 300
2 Croghan Foróige 350
3 Durrow/Tullamore Foróige 350
4 Lusmagh Foróige 350
5 Cloghan Foróige 400
6 Gallen Community Senior 

Foróige
450

7 Banagher Foróige 400
8 Ballycumber Foróige 500
9 Carrig and Riverstown 

Foróige
400

10 Ballinahown Foróige 300
11 Eglish and Rath Foróige 300
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- Co. Offaly VEC  2011 Grant
12 Kinnitty Foróige 400
13 Rahan Foróige 300
14 Kilcormac Foróige 500
15 Shinrone Foróige 400
16 Geashill Foróige 300
17 Birr The Spot Foróige 500
18 Ferbane Gallen Junior 

Foróige
500

19 Ballinamere Foróige (new 
club 2011)

500

Missing Persons Hotline

21/05/2013WREE00800600. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 226 of 24 April 2013, if she will confirm to date the steps that have 
been taken to advertise the existence of the 116000 hotline here; if she will commit to organis-
ing that the relevant informational posters be forwarded to all colleges, schools, crèches and 
indeed all public buildings with a request that it be prominently displayed therein; further to 
this as we are co-hosting a debate in June on the issue of missing children, if she will commit 
to having information about the 116000 hotline made visible on all official websites and any 
communications relating to same; if she will confirm whether the onus is now on the ISPCC 
to ensure the 116000 hotline remains operational from this point on; if she is in a position to 
guarantee that this service will receive annual State funding; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [24247/13]

21/05/2013WREE00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The 116000 
Missing Children Hotline is operated by the ISPCC in liaison with a cross-sectoral Project 
Team, chaired by my Department.

The ISPCC has been successful in securing EU Daphne funding to support the establishment 
of the line. The ISPCC also submitted an application for funding to the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs to cover the establishment and running of the Hotline. This application has 
been approved for 2012 and 2013. Future applications for running costs will be considered in 
the context of the annual budget estimates process. 

I am delighted to confirm that the phased implementation of the service, which commenced 
in December 2012, operating on a reduced hours pilot basis, has now become  a full-time 24/7 
service since Monday the 22nd of April 2013.

In addition I can confirm that:

- Memoranda of understanding between the ISPCC and the HSE, my Department and the 
Gardaí, respectively were finalised in advance of the commencement of the pilot in December 
2012.

- The funding received from both the EU Daphne fund and from my Department includes, 
in the establishment costs, the national promotion and advertisement of this Hotline service.

- The 116000 Missing Children Hotline service will be officially launched in Ireland on the 
5th of June 2013.
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The promotion of the Hotline has been ongoing since the service opened in 2012.  There 
have been numerous press releases issued by the DCYA and the ISPCC, the 116 000 Miss-
ing Children Hotline has been covered in the print (9 articles) and broadcast (6 radio stations) 
media since opening in May 2012.  There has also been an on- going website and social media 
presence utilising ISPCC, Facebook and Twitter to highlight the service as well as information 
on missing children.

ISPCC staff and volunteers have worked to disseminate posters in local areas and posters 
have been distributed nationally by the Gardaí.  

The Missing Children Hotline will be officially launched on the 5th of June 2013. Following 
this launch the awareness campaign for the service will be escalated nationally.

My Department will be meeting with the ISPCC specifically to discuss the awareness cam-
paign in advance of the launch on the 5th of June and will continue to liaise with the ISPCC to 
explore all avenues of promotion of the services, including visibility on relevant website.

21/05/2013WREE00950Youth Services

21/05/2013WREE01000601. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will give 
a commitment that she will continue to provide support to youth organisations (details sup-
plied); and if she will ensure that there will be no cut next year in the funding for the organisa-
tion in view of the fact that they already have seen their youth work funding being cut by 30% 
in five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24304/13]

21/05/2013WREE01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.  

In 2013, my Department’s Youth Affairs Unit will provide total funding to Foróige of €5.93 
million.

Programme Amount in 2013
Youth Service Grant Scheme €2,651,154 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund  
(1 & 2)

€1,195,283

Special Project for Youth €2,083,572
Total €5,930,009

This total does not include local youth clubs grants, funded by my Department, but allocated 
to local clubs by; and at the discretion of local VECs.

This total does not include funding provided to Foróige with respect to Garda youth diver-
sion projects or funding from other state agencies such as the HSE.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
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amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available 
for the provision of youth services. In 2014 the savings required in the youth budget under the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure amount to €2.976m which entails a 5% cut across most 
schemes and programmes and a 10% cut on the Youth Service Grant Scheme, under which 
Foróige receives funding as a national organisation.

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding. 

My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In consid-
ering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked 
to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the front line youth services for young people. I have met, and continue to 
meet with, many youth organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to 
minimise the impact of these necessary savings in order to ensure that the provision of quality 
youth services to young people is sustained in these challenging times.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and it is anticipated that the findings of this report will inform the 
future development of youth programmes and services. 

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WREE01200602. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
set out in tabular form the names of all State owned or substantially State funded organisations 
under her Department whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more 
than one year old, that is, relate to a period ending before May 2012 and more than two years 
old, that is, relate to a period ending before May 2011. [25017/13]

21/05/2013WREE01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I would like 
to inform the Deputy there are four agencies which are funded by the Exchequer through my 
Department’s Vote.  These are the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI); the Family Support 
Agency (FSA); the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Ombudsman for 
Children.  Gaisce also comes under the remit of my Department.  With effect from 1 January 
2012, I have taken responsibility for the Children Detention Schools as provided in Part 10 of 
the Children Act 2001.  

I have set out in tabular format below, the information as requested by the Deputy.

Name of Agency/Body Last accounts laid before the 
Oireachtas more than one 
year old (before May 2012)

Last accounts laid before the 
Oireachtas more than two 
years old (before May 2011)

National Educational
Welfare Board

2011 accounts (for period 
Jan - Dec 2011)

N/A
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Name of Agency/Body Last accounts laid before the 
Oireachtas more than one 
year old (before May 2012)

Last accounts laid before the 
Oireachtas more than two 
years old (before May 2011)

Ombudsman for Children’s 
Office

2011 accounts (for period 
Jan - Dec 2011)

N/A

Adoption Authority of 
Ireland

N/A Financial statements for two 
month period ended 31st 
December, 2010

Family Support Agency 2011 accounts (for period 
Jan - Dec 2011)

N/A

Gaisce No legislative requirement 
to lay accounts before the 
Oireachtas

No legislative requirement 
to lay accounts before the 
Oireachtas

Children Detention Schools No accounts laid to date No accounts laid to date

It is my intention to lay the 2012 accounts for the Children Detention Schools before the 
Oireachtas once they are finalised later this year.

Health Services Issues

21/05/2013WREE01400603. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will examine ways in which 
continuous positive airway pressure machines could be purchased by those who need them as 
an alternative to long-term renting of these machines; if he will put in place a scheme by which 
these machines can be purchased; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24046/13]

21/05/2013WREE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the schemes in question, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WREE01550Health Insurance Regulation

21/05/2013WREE01600604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his De-
partment continues to monitor activity in the health insurance area with particular reference to 
the need to achieve lower premium payments in the current economic environment; the extent 
to which health insurance costs have been affected by the costs of hospital procedures in the 
public and private health sectors respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24400/13]

21/05/2013WREE01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The main legislative provisions for the regu-
lation of the Irish private health insurance market are included in the Health Insurance Acts 
1994 to 2012 and Regulations made under those Acts. Under this legislation, my Department 
oversees the maintenance of a competitive and sustainable private health insurance market and 
monitors developments on an ongoing basis, to ensure that the market is regulated appropriately 
in the transition to a market-based Universal Health Insurance system. 

With particular regard to the cost of health insurance premiums, I have consistently raised 
the issue of costs with health insurers and am determined to address costs in the sector in the in-
terests of consumers. Last year, I established the Consultative Forum on Health Insurance which 
comprises representatives from the country’s main health insurance companies, the Health In-
surance Authority (HIA) and my Department.  This Forum was established to generate ideas 
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which would help address health insurance costs, whilst always respecting the requirements of 
competition law. I have made it clear to the health insurers that I believe significant savings can 
be made, the effect of which can be to contain the cost of health insurance premiums. 

Given VHI’s very significant share of overall costs in the market, I will continue to focus 
strongly on the need for the VHI to address its costs.  At my instruction, the VHI recently 
compiled a detailed cost containment plan, which sets out savings targets for 2013 and for the 
2014-2016 period, so as to minimise the need for any future premium increases. The savings 
targets over this period are to be achieved through a combination of initiatives including rate 
reductions with private hospitals and consultants, utilisation management, expansion of clinical 
audit, reductions in high cost drugs and prosthesis, provider reviews and the continued transi-
tion of procedures to lower cost, medically appropriate settings. 

I will continue to focus strongly on this issue, as part of measures to ensure the sustainability 
of the private health insurance market in the transition to a Universal Health Insurance system.

Orthodontic Services Provision

21/05/2013WREE01800605. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Dublin will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23637/13]

21/05/2013WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2013WREE02000606. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is ap-
propriate that a child diagnosed with autism in February 2013 (details supplied) in County 
Donegal is still awaiting assistance from the Donegal autism services; if he will provide details 
on the current waiting times for children diagnosed with autism awaiting assistance in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23639/13]

21/05/2013WREE02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department will look into the matter and 
I will respond to you directly.

Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WREE02200607. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if same will 
be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23652/13]

21/05/2013WREE02300Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
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medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

Treatment Abroad Scheme

21/05/2013WREE02400608. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health in view of the acknowledgement 
by the Health Service Executive, as per correspondence dated 10 April 2013, that the most ap-
propriate place for treatment for a person (details supplied) in County Louth is abroad, if he will 
advise on the way they should proceed to obtain the necessary treatment, in view of the fact that 
the HSE has not replied to my previous question [23685/13]

21/05/2013WREE02500669. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 622 of 23 April 2013, if he will acknowledge that a person (details supplied) has sought 
referral to the tertiary services in Cappagh Hospital, Dublin, that Cappagh Hospital confirmed 
that the most appropriate place for treatment was abroad; that their consultant did identify a 
treatment abroad, as opposed to a request for a second operation; if he will advise on the way 
the persons can obtain the necessary treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24250/13]

21/05/2013WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 608 and 669 
together.

The HSE operates a Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS), for persons entitled to treatment in 
another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland under EU Regulation 883/04 and Implement-
ing Regulation 987/09 and in accordance with Department of Health Guidelines. Within these 
governing EU Regulations and the Department of Health Guidelines, the TAS provides for the 
cost of approved treatments in another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland through the issue 
of Form S2.         

A decision is made on each application in accordance with this legislation and guidelines 
and on the basis of a review by clinical experts. The cost of the treatment is not a deciding fac-
tor when approving an application. The treatment must not be available within the State or not 
available within a time normally necessary for obtaining it.

The TAS allows for an Irish based medical consultant to refer a patient that is normally 
resident in Ireland for treatment in another EU/EEA member state or Switzerland, where the 
treatment in question meets certain criteria.

Following clinical assessment, the referring Consultant certifies the following:

- The treatment is medically necessary and will meet the patient’s needs;

- The treatment is a proven form of medical treatment and is not experimental or test treat-
ment;

- The treatment is in a recognised hospital/institution and is under the control of a registered 
medical practitioner;

- The hospital outside the state will accept EU/EEA Form S2.

The application to refer a patient abroad is normally assessed by the HSE within 15 to 20 
working days and a determination given before that patient goes abroad. Appointments should 
not be scheduled prior to a decision being reached on an application. 
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The situation with this particular case is that the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) of the 
HSE received an application from the person involved and issued a letter informing him that, in 
line with the governing EU Regulations and Department of Health Guidelines, his application 
did not meet the criteria for the Scheme.  This decision was confirmed in a review of the case 
by the General Manager of the TAS.

In order to advance this case a letter was issued by the TAS to the person concerned, fol-
lowing the review, recommending that he seek a referral to the tertiary services in Ireland in the 
first instance but also confirming that should his consultant identify a treatment as opposed to 
a request for second opinion then his free to re-apply accordingly.  I understand that the person 
involved has now been referred to the tertiary orthopaedic services at Cappagh Hospital by his 
general practitioner.  If the person involved attends these services as a public patient, and should 
the relevant orthopaedic specialist identify a specific treatment for this person that is not avail-
able in Ireland, the TAS scheme will promptly consider any such application under the govern-
ing EU Regulations and the Department of Health Guidelines.

Medical Card Eligibility

21/05/2013WREE02700609. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve an applica-
tion for a renewal of a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23687/13]

21/05/2013WREE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

Hospital Services

21/05/2013WREE02900610. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the the backlog of applications for persons who need to do a period of adaptation and 
assessment in a hospital (details supplied) in County Dublin in order that they may be accepted 
into An Bord Altranais; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23691/13]

21/05/2013WREE03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Issues relating to placement for periods of 
adaptation in St. Michael’s Hospital, Dun Laoghaire are a matter for the HSE.  I have forwarded 
your query to the HSE for direct response.

Disability Allowance Eligibility

21/05/2013WREE03100611. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case 
of a person (details supplied); if there is any way in which their disability allowance can be 
retained after next month; if there is any alternative allowances available to them; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23701/13]

21/05/2013WREE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability. The payment of Mobility Al-
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lowance will continue until June. A Project Review Group has been working to seek solutions 
which do not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The review will be presented to Government 
by the end of this month. At this stage, it is not possible to pre-empt the outcome of the review 
or the decision of the Government.  Announcements will be made following a Government 
decision on the matter.

Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2013WREE03300612. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo has been waiting for an ophthalmology appointment with the outpa-
tient clinic at University College Hospital Galway since 14 November 2011; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23728/13]

21/05/2013WREE03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first 
time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Health Insurance Prices

21/05/2013WREE03600613. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the cost of the three most popular 
health insurance policies in March 2011 and March 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23731/13]

21/05/2013WREE03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Insurance Authority (HIA) is the 
statutory regulator of the private health insurance market in Ireland and provides information 
to consumers regarding their rights and health insurance plans and benefits. With regard to the 
most popular health insurance plans on the market, the HIA have advised that:

As at end March 2011 the three most popular plans were, 

1. Plan B Options (VHI), (now known as HealthPlus Extra), costing €1,429.50, 

2. Plan B (VHI), (now known as HealthPlus Access),  costing €1,224.44 and 

3. Essential Plus with Excess (Laya), costing €976. 

As at end March 2013 the three most popular plans were, 

1. HealthPlus Extra (formerly known as Plan B Options), costing €1,837, 

2.  HealthPlus Access, (formerly know as Plan B), costing €1,524.25 and 
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3. One Plus Plan (VHI), costing €957.

In addition, the Deputy may be interested to note additional data provided by the HIA of the 
most popular plans per insurer in March 2013.

At end March 2013, the three most popular plans with Laya were the following:

1. Essential Connect, price of plan €886.60

2. Simply Health Excess, price of plan €899

3. Essential First, price of plan €504.40

At end March 2013, the three most popular plans with Aviva were the following:

1. Level 2 Hospital, price of plan €1,383.60

2. Level 1 Hospital, price of plan €807

3. Business Plan Select, price of plan €1,048.

At end March 2013, the three most popular plans with VHI were the following:

1. HealthPlus Extra (Plan B Options), price of plan €1,837

2. HealthPlus Access (Plan B), price of plan €1,524.25

3. One Plus Plan, price of plan €957

At end March 2013, the most popular plan with Glo Health was the following:

1. Better, price of plan €842.50.

Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WREE03800614. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he will consider including a 
medical product (details supplied) on the list of reimbursable items; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23733/13]

21/05/2013WREE03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the HSE is 
responsible for the list of reimbursable items I have referred the question to the HSE for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

National Children’s Hospital Status

21/05/2013WREE04000615. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the de-
velopment of the National Children’s Hospital since the selection of the site at St. James last 
autumn; the timelines for the next steps in the process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23735/13]

21/05/2013WREE04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The new children’s hospital is a key com-
mitment in the Programme for Government and the largest project within the current Capital 
Plan.  The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) is the body charged with 
building the hospital.  
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I intend to restructure the NPHDB so that its sole focus is on the core function of planning, 
designing, building and equipping the new hospital, and that its membership includes the ex-
pertise needed to deal with a very large and complex capital project.  

Pending the necessary appointments to the NPHDB, senior officials from my Department 
and the HSE, appointed to the NPHDB in January 2013, have been working to progress the 
project at its new location. In this first phase of the project, the transitional Board’s focus is on 
reconciling the brief with the new site, site preparation, close-out of existing contracts and new 
procurement processes.

A joint group involving the HSE and St James’s Hospital are meeting regularly to progress 
the enabling and decant work required; a shared services group is in place focusing on identify-
ing the facilities which can be shared so as to optimise the build; and a review of urgent care 
centre(s) configuration is underway and is expected to be complete within the coming weeks. 

The contract notice for the procurement of a new design team is expected to be published in 
the coming weeks.  The aim is to have the new design team in place within six months and to 
secure planning permission by December 2014.  Work on developing a detailed project timeline 
is continuing under the transitional Board, recognising the urgency and priority attached to the 
project, as well as its scale and complexity.  

I can assure the Deputy that as a key objective in the programme for Government the build-
ing of the new children’s hospital will be kept under continuous review and validation by those 
to be charged with project delivery.

Health Information and Quality Authority Reports

21/05/2013WREE04200616. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the most recent Health Information and Quality Authority report on a facility (details supplied) 
in County Mayo; if the Health Service Executive is in receipt of a funding application in respect 
of the same facility; when a decision will be made on same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23737/13]

21/05/2013WREE04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

21/05/2013WRFF00075Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRFF00100617. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23742/13]

21/05/2013WRFF00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.
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21/05/2013WRFF00250Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

21/05/2013WRFF00300618. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he will consider including Ad-
dison’s disease to the list under the terms of the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23743/13]

21/05/2013WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred 
by an individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to 
avail of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of GP consultations.

21/05/2013WRFF00450Medical Card Reviews

21/05/2013WRFF00500619. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical card was 
withdrawn in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23744/13]

21/05/2013WRFF00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

21/05/2013WRFF00650Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRFF00700620. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23756/13]

21/05/2013WRFF00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response.  Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

21/05/2013WRFF00850Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRFF00900621. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health in view of the decision 
taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations to cut grass on property 
owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if he will ask those agencies, 



Questions - Written Answers

390

companies, authorities, boards and so on who come within his remit to consider similar initia-
tives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with representatives of local farm-
ing organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23770/13]

21/05/2013WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Directly funded agencies under the aegis of 
my Department are accommodated in offices in urban areas.  As the HSE manages the health 
property estate your question has been referred to the Executive for direct reply.

21/05/2013WRFF01050Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRFF01100622. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the cuts to 
chiropody treatments offered by HSE north west Dublin: his view on whether three visits to a 
chiropodist per medical card holder is insufficient; if he will intervene to change the decision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23775/13]

21/05/2013WRFF01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Community chi-
ropody is a discretionary service, which the Health Service Executive endeavours to provide 
on a prioritised basis within the context of available resources and competing needs for such 
resources.  The HSE has been asked to examine the query raised by the Deputy concerning 
services in North West Dublin and to reply to him as soon as possible.

21/05/2013WRFF01250Health Strategies

21/05/2013WRFF01300623. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if his Department has carried 
out any recent studies on vitamin D deficiency in children; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23776/13]

21/05/2013WRFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Health has not carried 
out any recent studies of vitamin D status of children.  The Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
informs me that recent national dietary surveys involving children have identified low and, in 
some cases, deficient intakes of vitamin D.  Low intakes of vitamin D is a problem for all age 
groups living in Ireland because, apart from oily fish there are not many good natural sources 
of this vitamin.

A national policy of vitamin D supplementation of all infants in Ireland has been imple-
mented.  The targeted needs of other sub-groups in the population such as pregnant women are 
currently being examined.

21/05/2013WRFF01450Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2013WRFF01500624. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [23778/13]

21/05/2013WRFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government.  Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients 
who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum wait-
ing time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment.  In parallel 
with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the HSE Clinical 
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Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure 
that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the right time.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRFF01650Disability Support Services Provision

21/05/2013WRFF01700625. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when the national allocation 
to fund disability services for school leavers will be made; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [23788/13]

21/05/2013WRFF01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Although the 
2013 allocation for disability services has been reduced by 1.2%, the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) National Service Plan includes an additional €4m to provide training places and day 
services for school-leavers and Rehabilitative/Lifeskills Training (RT) graduates in 2013.  This 
funding will be allocated to each HSE Region based on its percentage of population.  Both the 
voluntary sector and the HSE are committed to the best use of the funding in a creative and 
flexible manner so as to secure as many places as possible for this cohort.  

The HSE expects that approximately 700 young people who have finished their education 
or life-skills training will require services in 2013.  Providing the level of services required for 
everyone, within the additional funding, will continue to be a challenge.  Work in this area will 
be progressed largely in line with the HSE guidance document developed in 2012, which led to 
the successful placement of 99% of RT exits and 96% of school leavers last year.

The National Disability Unit in the HSE is liaising with the Regional Leads for Disabil-
ity Services on a cohesive and collaborative approach, in conjunction with the non-statutory 
service providers, to meeting the needs of school leavers within the resources available.  It is 
envisaged that plans will be completed for each region by the end of May and submitted to 
Area Managers, Regional Specialists and Regional Director of Operations for agreement.  Aris-
ing from completed and approved plans, a communication process will be agreed with service 
providers to inform families of the services that will be available from September 2013.  This 
process will be implemented before the end of the school year.

21/05/2013WRFF01850Disability Support Services Provision

21/05/2013WRFF01900626. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 6 will be awarded funding for rehabilitation training; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23789/13]

21/05/2013WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Although the 
2013 allocation for disability services has been reduced by 1.2%, the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) National Service Plan includes an additional €4m to provide training places and day ser-
vices for school-leavers and Rehabilitative / Lifeskills Training (RT) graduates in 2013.  This 
funding will be allocated to each HSE Region based on its percentage of population.

Both the voluntary sector and the HSE are committed to the best use of this funding in a 
creative and flexible manner so as to secure as many places as possible for this cohort.  The HSE 
expects that approximately 700 young people who have finished their education or life-skills 
training will require services in 2013.  Providing the level of services required for everyone, 
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within this additional funding, will continue to be a challenge.

Currently the National Disability Unit in the HSE is liaising with the Regional Leads for 
Disability Services in terms of a cohesive and collaborative approach, in conjunction with the 
non-statutory service providers, to meeting the needs of school leavers within the resources 
available.  Work in this area will be progressed largely in line with the HSE guidance document 
developed in 2012, which led to the successful placement of 99% of RT exits and 96% of school 
leavers.

It is envisaged that plans will be completed for each region by the end of May and submitted 
to Area Managers, Regional Specialists and Regional Directors of Operations for agreement.  
Arising from completed and approved plans, a communication process will be agreed with 
service providers to inform families of the services that will be available from September 2013.  
This process will be implemented before the end of the school year.

In relation to training for the individual referred to by the Deputy, as the question relates to 
service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the 
Deputy.

21/05/2013WRFF02050Hospital Services

21/05/2013WRFF02100627. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health his plans to rename the 
Mid Western Regional Hospital, County Limerick, as the Limerick University Hospital to re-
flect the teaching and education role being fulfilled by the hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23804/13]

21/05/2013WRFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRFF02300628. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed individually by each 
Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his Department, for each year in the 
period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23818/13]

21/05/2013WRFF02400629. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in his Department or con-
stituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, in each year for the 
period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23834/13]

21/05/2013WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 628 and 629 
together.

The information in respect of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed 
by each Minister, Minister of State and Secretary General in my Department is set out below.

Travel 
& Sub-
sistence 
claimed

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 to 
March

Minis-
ters:

€ € € € € € €
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Travel 
& Sub-
sistence 
claimed

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 to 
March

Mary 
Harney 

3,458 4,843 2,723 2,734 2,062 2,920 0

Mary 
Coughlan

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ministers 
of State:
Sean 
Power

36,605 42,667 58,724 0 0 0 0

Brian 
Lenihan

20,000 24,926 24,926 0 0 0 0

Tim 
O’Malley

49,002 15,429 50,664 0 0 0 0

Jimmy 
Devins

0 0 11,022 26,098 0 0 0

Brendan 
Smith

0 0 0 986 0 0 0

Maire 
Hoctor

0 0 0 46,623 0 0 0

Pat the 
Cope 
Gallagher

0 0 24,806 37,402 0 0 0

Barry 
Andrews

0 0 0 412 1,399 664 0

John Mo-
loney

0 0 0 17,615 24,979 26,045 7,190

Trevor 
Sargent

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mary 
Wallace

0 0 0 0 43,746 0 0

Aine 
Brady

0 0 0 0 11,102 17,722 0

Secretary 
General:
Michael 
Kelly

540 0 0 0 0 0 0

Michael 
Scanlan

1499 80 3,012 2,213 507 939 0

The information in respect of the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister 
of State for the period 2005 to March 2011 is currently being collated and will be forwarded to 
the Deputy as soon as it is available.
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21/05/2013WRFF02550Home Help Service Provision

21/05/2013WRFF02600630. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if additional home-help hours 
will be provided to a person (details provided) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23855/13]

21/05/2013WRFF02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

21/05/2013WRFF02750Civil Registration Service Fees

21/05/2013WRFF02800631. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the rational behind the recent 
decision to increase the cost of death certificates; the projected net gain of this increase; and 
if allowances or exemptions are made for those who simply cannot afford to pay this fee. 
[23862/13]

21/05/2013WRFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Civil Registration Service is operated by 
the HSE on behalf of the General Registrar’s Office under the aegis of the Department of Social 
Protection.  The cost of this service is met from within the HSE’s budget, with some income 
generated through the issuing of certificates for life events.  However, this income does not 
meet the economic cost of running this service. 

Given the serious nature of the HSE’s finances it is not sustainable for the HSE to continue 
to run a service which is below its economic cost.  Therefore, as part of a range of budgetary 
measures across the health services for 2013, a number of fee increases were introduced in the 
Civil Registration Service in January.  Fees for registration of births and deaths had not been 
increased since 2005. 

A sum of €5m was built into the National Service Plan as additional income accruing from 
this measure.

21/05/2013WRFF02950Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

21/05/2013WRFF03000632. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that arrange-
ment are made to supply a more suitable wheelchair to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11 
[23863/13]

21/05/2013WRFF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRFF03150Respite Care Services

21/05/2013WRFF03200633. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding respite 
care for children in a facility (details supplied) in Dublin 7; if he will respond to concerns raised 
that this care may be dramatically reduced in order to cater for additional children; if he will 
provide assurances that measures will be taken to ensure that continuity of care that these chil-
dren receive will not be altered in any way. [23866/13]

21/05/2013WRFF03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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21/05/2013WRFF03350Hospice Services

21/05/2013WRFF03400634. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that funding 
is allocated to the LauraLynn Foundation this year and next year to ensure that the hospice may 
continue their exceptional work on a day to day basis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23872/13]

21/05/2013WRFF03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

21/05/2013WRFF03550Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Services

21/05/2013WRFF03600635. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the findings of the Health Service 
Executive’s evaluation of the impact of the introduction of the new model of service delivery of 
pre-hospital emergency care services in County Cork and County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [23873/13]

21/05/2013WRFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been 
underway in recent years in pre-hospital care services, to ensure a clinically driven, nationally 
co-ordinated system, supported by improved technology.  The programme involves a number of 
measures, including the Performance Improvement Action Plan, development of the intermedi-
ate care service, the trial emergency aeromedical service (EAS), and the NAS Control Centre 
Reconfiguration Project.  In particular, the National Ambulance Service (NAS) is developing 
staff clinical skills in line with the development of paramedic professional qualifications by the 
Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council. 

The NAS is a forward-looking service.  It deploys its emergency resources in a dynamic 
manner and on an area and national, rather than a local, basis.  It has been, and still is, undergo-
ing major transformation, including in terms of clinical skills and work practices, application of 
technology and modernisation of management and infrastructure.  Many of these initiatives are 
still in train and I am confident that they will result in improvements in the treatment available 
in pre-hospital care to seriously ill and injured patients.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

21/05/2013WRFF03750Ambulance Service Provision

21/05/2013WRFF03800636. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the reason there was no avail-
ability of a patient transfer ambulance on 7 May 2013 for a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare, to take the person to surgical clinic appointment in the Mid Western hospital [23881/13]

21/05/2013WRFF03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRGG00150Hospital Status

21/05/2013WRGG00200637. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will redesignate 
Letterkenny General Hospital, County Donegal, by assigning it regional status; and when a 
decision will be made on the matter. [23896/13]

21/05/2013WRGG00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Hospital groups will be required to submit a 
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strategic plan within one year of formation which will outline the group’s plan for future ser-
vices in the group area. The issue raised by the Deputy can be considered in the context of that 
plan.

Dental Services Provision

21/05/2013WRGG00400638. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
dental appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23905/13]

21/05/2013WRGG00475Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Dental services to 
children up to 16 years are provided by the Public Dental Service of the HSE. The service is 
targeted at children at key stages in their development. Children are given dental examinations 
and any follow-up treatment required at these stages. When required, emergency dental treat-
ment is available to all children up to 16 years. The HSE has been asked to examine the specific 
query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

21/05/2013WRGG00550Medical Card Appeals

21/05/2013WRGG00600639. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card appeal application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23906/13]

21/05/2013WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

Hospital Appointment Status

21/05/2013WRGG00800640. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when an urgent appointment 
will be made available for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; if he can clarify the 
current waiting times for a public patient and a private patient awaiting appointment to see this 
consultant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23992/13]

21/05/2013WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For 
the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients who are 
waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time 
target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 
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In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Hospital Services

21/05/2013WRGG01000641. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the potential re-
garding plans for the development of the new rehabilitation unit in the Midland Regional Hos-
pital, Mullingar, County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23993/13]

21/05/2013WRGG01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRGG01125Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Working Conditions

21/05/2013WRGG01200642. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will acknowledge that the 
working conditions and hours of Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors is at a dangerously high 
level; if he will outline any plans that his Department has to address this situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23999/13]

21/05/2013WRGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is committed to achieving 
compliance with the European Working Time Directive in respect of non-consultant hospital 
doctors (NCHDs) by 2014. I have emphasised to the HSE the high priority the Government and 
I attach to this issue, and also the need to address NCHDs working conditions more generally.

The Health Service Executive’s Service Plan for 2013 specifically recognises the need to 
address EWTD compliance as a priority, stating that there will be a particular focus in the acute 
hospital service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working Time Directive 
amongst the non-consultant hospital doctor workforce, in line with the Implementation Plan 
submitted to the Commission in 2012.

Key priorities for the HSE in 2013 are a reduction of average weekly hours worked and a 
reduction in the duration of shifts undertaken. The Executive is bringing a strong and particular 
focus to the achievement of compliance with the Directive.  New and demanding targets and 
timescales have been issued to hospital managers and clinical directors and progress on a site-
by-site basis will be assessed against these.  The HSE has established a national group chaired 
by a senior executive to bring a clear and urgent focus to: implementation of the Directive, as-
sessment of performance and site-by-site accountability for change. The HSE is also conscious 
of the need to implement other measures to improve the working conditions of NCHDs, includ-
ing protection of training time, the implementation of formal bleep policies and the transfer of 
tasks often inappropriately undertaken by NCHDs to more appropriate staff.

I am satisfied that the HSE is making every effort to improve the working hours of NCHDs 
and to implement other measures to improve their working conditions which will in turn facili-
tate the provision of improved and safer delivery of services to patients.

21/05/2013WRGG01325Medical Card Appeals

21/05/2013WRGG01400643. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of appeals re-
ceived for medical card applications for each month in 2012 in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24000/13]
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21/05/2013WRGG01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE system 
does not currently record data in the format requested by the Deputy. However,  I am advised 
that, in 2012,  5,620 appeals were received in relation to Medical Cards / GPV Cards, which is 
an average of 468 per month.

The HSE is in the process of updating their systems for recording appeals cases which, 
when fully operational, will enable them to provide figures on a monthly basis going forward.

21/05/2013WRGG01550Medical Card Application Numbers

21/05/2013WRGG01600644. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
received for each month in 2012 for medical cards in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24001/13]

21/05/2013WRGG01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The table below 
details the number of Medical Card applications, including new and renewals, received in the 
HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Services per month for the year 2012.

 2012 Total Applications Received (new & renewal)
January 61,898
February 59,770
March 43,953
April 25,347
May 25,155
June 30,636
July 40,265
August 26,343
September 21,370
October 23,701
November 26,356
December 19,654
Total 404,448

Hospital Appointment Status

21/05/2013WRGG01800645. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for assess-
ment will be made for a person (details supplied) in County Wexford in respect of a shoulder 
operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24012/13]

21/05/2013WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For 
the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients who are 
waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time 
target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
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vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRGG01950Ambulance Service Provision

21/05/2013WRGG02000646. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no intermedi-
ate ambulance care services available in County Clare; if he will consider making these services 
available; when the review of these services within the mid western region including County 
Clare will be complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24013/13]

21/05/2013WRGG02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A significant reform programme has been 
underway in recent years in pre-hospital care services, to ensure a clinically driven, nationally 
co-ordinated system, supported by improved technology. The programme involves a number of 
measures, including the Performance Improvement Action Plan, development of the intermedi-
ate care service (ICS), the trial emergency aeromedical service (EAS), and the NAS Control 
Centre Reconfiguration Project.

In July 2012, the HSE National Ambulance Service commenced developing non-emergency 
transport, through a national intermediate care service (ICS) , which is key to resolving bed and 
clinical management pressures.   ICS will allow for safe, planned and timely clinical transfers 
of inpatients to the most appropriate facility, depending on their acuity and clinical needs.  This 
will allow for beds to be made available for higher acuity admissions through emergency de-
partments.  ICS will also release emergency resources for emergency functions, for improved 
response times and performances in pre-hospital care.  To date, ICS has been implemented in 
Cavan, Castleblayney, South County Dublin, Letterkenny, Sligo, Galway, Limerick, Roscom-
mon, Mallow and Bantry.  Supported by the 2013 National Service Plan, the NAS intends to 
expand ICS to Waterford, Cork Tralee, Castlebar and Drogheda and to increase services in 
Dublin and Galway during 2013.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

21/05/2013WRGG02150Counselling Services

21/05/2013WRGG02200647. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the Health 
Service Executive provides the necessary funding for the continuation of a counselling service 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24038/13]

21/05/2013WRGG02300668. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide emergency 
financial assistance to a counselling service (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24248/13]

21/05/2013WRGG02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 647 and 668 together.

As this is a service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

21/05/23WRGG02450Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRGG02500648. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health with reference to available State 
supports for provision of services to adults who live with autism, if he will identify funding 
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avenues that may be supportive of a programme of regular walking that would be available, for 
example, to a 58 year old persons with autism who lives with elderly parents; if the State will 
endorse the development of such programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24048/13]

21/05/2013WRGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRGG02650Misuse of Drugs

21/05/2013WRGG02700649. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in up-
dating the Misuse of Drugs Regulations to deal with the street trading of benzodiazepines and 
z-drugs and the escalating problem of the use of anabolic steroids; and when he expects these 
regulations to come into effect. [24057/13]

21/05/2013WRGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Significant work 
has been undertaken on the drafting of four Statutory Instruments under the Misuse of Drugs 
Act with a view to, amongst other issues, introducing additional controls on certain prescription 
drugs being traded illicitly, including benzodiazepine medicines and z-drugs, and making it an 
offence to import anabolic steroids other than for medical purposes.

It is planned to finalise the draft Instruments shortly and publish these on the Department’s 
website as part of a written consultation process.  This will be followed by a 3 month EU no-
tification period required under the Technical Standards Directive because of the implications 
of the proposed regulatory changes on trade in pharmaceutical products. Government approval 
will then be sought to amend the legislation.

Mobility Allowance Decision

21/05/2013WRGG02900650. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a progress 
report on the proposed new alternative scheme to the mobility allowance and motorised trans-
port grant; if he will assure persons who are in receipt of the mobility allowance that they will 
continue to receive this support after the end of June 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24058/13]

21/05/2013WRGG03000665. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when he expects to be 
in receipt of the project group’s recommendations in relation to alternatives to the mobility al-
lowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24229/13]

21/05/2013WRGG03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 650 and 665 together.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability. The payment of 
Mobility Allowance will continue until June. A Project Review Group has been working to seek 
solutions which do not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The review will be presented to 
Government by the end of this month. At this stage, it is not possible to pre-empt the outcome 
of the review or the decision of the Government.  Announcements will be made following a 
Government decision on the matter.

21/05/2013WRGG03150Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRGG03200651. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an 
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update on the current policy of the Health Service Executive with regard to special preschools 
in County Donegal; the number of preschools operated by the HSE here at present; if the HSE 
intends to close any of these in the near future; the way the HSE plans to cater for children who 
would have availed of this service within the mainstream preschool sector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24069/13]

21/05/2013WRGG03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Orthodontic Services Provision

21/05/2013WRGG03400652. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding orth-
odontic treatment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24071/13]

21/05/2013WRGG03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

21/05/2013WRGG03550Medical Card Appeals

21/05/2013WRGG03600653. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo had their medical card withdrawn; if all medical information was 
taken into consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24072/13]

21/05/2013WRGG03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

21/05/2013WRGG03750Thalidomide Victims Compensation

21/05/2013WRGG03800654. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding discus-
sions with people who are victims of thalidomide; the date on which he will bring forward 
proposals on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24079/13]

21/05/2013WRGG03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Senior officials from my Department recently 
met with representatives of the Irish Thalidomide Association. A meeting is also arranged for 
next week with the Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society. It is my hope that a way forward can 
be found to progress matters for Irish survivors of thalidomide.
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21/05/2013WRGG03950Suicide Prevention

21/05/2013WRGG04000655. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on the rates of 
suicide in the Traveller community, which seem to be at a much higher level than in the gen-
eral population, with Traveller men six times more likely to die through suicide and Traveller 
women five times more likely to die through suicide than the general population; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24081/13]

21/05/2013WRGG04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Suicide is a 
tragedy that we are constantly working to prevent and we are also working to give more sup-
port to the families affected.  Dealing with the current high levels of suicide and deliberate 
self harm is a priority for this Government.  Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on 
Suicide Prevention makes a number of recommendations in relation to fast track referrals to 
community-based mental health services, effective response to deliberate self harm, training, 
stigma reduction, etc.  Consequently, the HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) 
has developed a range of initiatives to support people who are suicidal and also to support their 
families, friends and peers in recognising and responding appropriately to signs of emotional 
distress and suicidal thoughts.  Area 15 of Reach Out deals with marginalised groups including 
Travellers.

Suicide within the Traveller community was shown to be a major problem by the findings 
of the All-Ireland Traveller Health Study which was published in 2010.  This study determines 
Traveller suicide rates to be significantly higher than in the general population. 

There has been a significant amount of work done with  groups, providing information, con-
ducting training and developing resources.  The National Traveller Suicide Awareness Project 
(NTSAP) is a collaboration of Traveller organisations, the NOSP and Exchange House and it 
has been at the forefront of promoting awareness within the Traveller community and amongst 
healthcare providers and a spectrum of support services.  Crosscare National Traveller Suicide 
Awareness Project has been funded by the NOSP and is working to develop a response to the 
issue of Traveller suicide.  The project works directly with around 500 Travellers per year and 
indirectly through networking at national, regional and local events.  The project also provides 
support in prevention and postvention situations.

In 2012, the project focused on engaging Traveller men as a key priority along with provid-
ing ongoing support to groups in developing appropriate responses to address the identified 
needs.  A particular focus on bereavement support was identified along with developing more 
meaningful relationships with mental health services.

Overall, fourteen men’s groups received funding from NOSP in 2012; networking was initi-
ated and awareness was raised pertaining to the work of the project.  As well as funding NT-
SAP and the male Traveller development project the NOSP also funds the delivery of ASIST 
(Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) and Safetalk to Traveller groups.  All agencies 
funded by NOSP are required to be available to, and work with, minority groups.

21/05/2013WRGG04150Medical Card Drugs

21/05/2013WRGG04200656. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if the medication Pradaxa is 
available for medical card holders; in the case of a patient who has been prescribed Pradaxa by 
a consultant cardiologist, the procedure used to ensure that this is issued under the GMS; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [24084/13]

21/05/2013WRGG04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Pradaxa is avail-
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able under the GMS Scheme, the Drug Payment Scheme and other community drugs schemes 
for the prevention of blood clots in adult patients who have undergone elective hip replacement 
surgery or elective knee replacement surgery. 

Pradaxa has also been approved for the extended indication of stroke prevention in atrial 
fibrillation as a second line therapy in circumstances where warfarin may not be appropriate. 
When a patient requires access to this product, an application form for reimbursement approval 
must be completed by the physician responsible for the patient’s anticoagulation and forwarded 
to the Primary Care Reimbursement Service for prior approval. 

21/05/2013WRHH00150Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRHH00200657. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the assistance that can be 
given to a family (details supplied) in Dublin 8.  [24141/13]

21/05/2013WRHH00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department will look into the matter and 
I will respond to you directly.

21/05/2013WRHH00350Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRHH00400658. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 [24146/13]

21/05/2013WRHH00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

21/05/2013WRHH00550Health Services Staff Issues

21/05/2013WRHH00600659. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1112 of 16 April 2013, the reason Health Service Executive employees in the ar-
eas of domestics, maintenance, porters and drivers are excluded from the possibility of securing 
a transfer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24214/13]

21/05/2013WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the matter raised by the Deputy is a ser-
vice issue, I have requested the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRHH00750Speech and Language Therapy

21/05/2013WRHH00800660. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for speech 
therapy for children under five in the greater Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24221/13]

21/05/2013WRHH00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
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a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRHH00950Speech and Language Therapy

21/05/2013WRHH01000661. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for 
speech therpy for children under five; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24222/13]

21/05/2013WRHH01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRHH01150Health Services Staff Issues

21/05/2013WRHH01200662. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if all speech therapy postions are 
filled across the country and in particular if maternity leave is covered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24223/13]

21/05/2013WRHH01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRHH01350Medicinal Products Availability

21/05/2013WRHH01400663. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the drugs refund 
scheme does not cover medication or special food requirements for patients with dyspahgia; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24224/13]

21/05/2013WRHH01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The following 
products for the preparation of thickened foods are currently available for the treatment of dys-
phagia on the GMS and  community drug schemes:

- Products
81927 CLINUTREN THICKENER 300 G. PACK  
82236  INSTANT CAROBEL 135 G. PACK 
82249   NUTILIS POWDER PACK 300 G.
83039   NUTILIS POWDER PACK 670 G.
81109 NUTILIS POWDER SACHETS 12 G.
81512 RESOURCE THICKEN UP 4.5 G. SA-

CHET 75
82848  THICK & EASY 225 G. PACK 
81936 THICK & EASY 9 G. SACHET 100 SA-

CHET  
83191  VITAQUICK 300 G. PACK

The HSE does not reimburse commercially produced pre-thickened foods on the GMS and 
community drug schemes.
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21/05/2013WRHH01550Medical Card Reviews

21/05/2013WRHH01600664. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the reason applicants who have 
recently been granted full medical cards that are valid for another 2 to 3 years are now being re-
quested to complete a review form having already gone through a detailed application process; 
his views on whether this is a best use of resources and frustrating for applicants; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24226/13]

21/05/2013WRHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive operates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 1970, as subsequently 
amended. In the interest of probity, the HSE is obliged, irrespective of the age of the person, to 
ensure that a person’s eligibility is correctly recorded in line with the eligibility legislation and 
the national guidelines. The HSE aims to ensure that every person who is entitled to the medical 
card schemes is given the opportunity to avail of their entitlement. 

Medical cards for persons aged 66 years are generally reviewed every 4 years and for those 
under  66, the length of validity is 3 years.  Depending on the individual’s circumstances, it may 
be issued for a shorter period. If an individual’s circumstances change - or those of a dependant 
- he/she must inform the HSE, as he/she may no longer be eligible.   In addition to the standard 
assessment and review processes, random audits of eligibility will also be undertaken by the 
HSE on an on-going basis. If selected for review under this process, the Medical Card holder 
will be informed and requested to submit up to date income details.

Any medical card holder undergoing a review to renew a medical card, who genuinely en-
gages with the HSE in that review, will not have their entitlement withdrawn before the review 
is complete. This applies, regardless of the expiry date shown on the medical card and the re-
viewee is also advised of the appeals process. 

  Question No. 665 answered with Question No. 650.

21/05/2013WRHH01850Hospitals Building Programme

21/05/2013WRHH01900666. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular for-
mat details of the Model 4 hospitals in each new hospital group, the Model 3 hospitals in same 
and the Model 2 hospitals in same and indicate with regard to this category, if it is a Model 2D, 
a Model 2S or a Model 2R; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24237/13]

21/05/2013WRHH02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRHH02050Air Ambulance Service Provision

21/05/2013WRHH02100667. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health the regulations surrounding the 
use of helipads for delivering patients to hospitals throughout the country; the hospitals that 
have helicopter pads for landings; if each helipad is licensed for use; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24243/13]

21/05/2013WRHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.
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  Question No. 668 answered with Question No. 647.

  Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 608.

21/05/2013WRHH02450Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRHH02500670. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an 
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if the 
processing of the application will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24266/13]

21/05/2013WRHH02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

21/05/2013WRHH02650Alcohol Pricing

21/05/2013WRHH02700671. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if proposals to include minimum 
pricing of alcohol will be legislated for; if so, when he expects to publish legislation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24269/13]

21/05/2013WRHH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am pleased to 
inform the Deputy that real and tangible proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the 
recommendations in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report. These proposals cover all 
of the areas mentioned in the report, including legislation on minimum unit pricing which is 
about setting a statutory floor price per gram of alcohol.

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered these proposals and I intend to 
bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government as soon as possible.

In the meantime work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation, which I anticipate will be available later this year or early next year, is continuing.  
For example, in conjunction with Northern Ireland, a health impact assessment is being com-
missioned as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for minimum unit pricing.  The 
health impact assessment will study the impact of different minimum prices on a range of areas 
such as health, crime and likely economic impact. 

21/05/2013WRHH02850Patient Statistics

21/05/2013WRHH02900672. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on the possibil-
ity of introducing an online database of patients records to be made accessible to all medical 
professionals within the Health Service Executive; the data sharing databases that are in place 
currently throughout the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24271/13]

21/05/2013WRHH03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The concept of an EHR (Electronic Health 
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Record) that enables patient information to be stored, accessed and shared in a secure environ-
ment by patients and authorised health providers is widely held to be a key enabler for a more 
efficient health systems delivery model. Such systems are critical for the support of patient 
safety and improved quality of care. The development of EHRs within the HSE and on a na-
tional basis poses considerable challenges but I am confident that the introduction of hospital 
groups will allow the health service to progress access to enhanced patient information systems 
between hospitals within the group structures. 

There are a number of examples of systems in place currently which allow the sharing of 
data at local, regional and national level. These would include NIMIS (National Integrated 
Medical Imaging System),  the Primary Care Re-Imbursement Service (PCRS) prescriptions 
database, the financial Information Management Reports (IMR) reporting data warehouse and 
the Endoscopy Reporting system (currently being implemented). In addition, there is a national 
messaging solution which allows data to be shared between various entities within the wider 
health sector. 

My Department is currently developing an eHealth strategy that will outline the core build-
ing blocks required to develop the optimum environment to support the development of infor-
mation systems required to enhance patient care, connected health, efficiency and reform. It is 
working closely with the HSE and HIQA in developing the necessary supporting infrastructure 
and information standards. The legislative environment required to underpin the governance for 
health information systems including EHR’s will be provided for in the Health Information Bill 
to be published before the end of this year.

21/05/2013WRHH03050Hospitals Building Programme

21/05/2013WRHH03100673. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health with regard to the nine smaller 
hospitals which are to be Model 2 hospitals, if he will supply in tabular form, for each hospital 
a list of services that are currently available in those hospitals that will will no longer be avail-
able when the framework is put in place; the timeline for these changes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24275/13]

21/05/2013WRHH03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Frame-
work for Smaller Hospitals lists the services that are appropriate to a smaller hospital.   The 
future growth in healthcare will be in the services such as ambulatory care (including chronic 
disease management and day surgery), diagnostics and rehabilitation which will be based in 
smaller hospitals.  As a result of these emerging models of healthcare delivery, and the aging 
population, the total volume of activity of the smaller hospitals will grow substantially and no 
smaller hospital will close as a result of either the Hospital Groups Report or the Framework for 
Smaller Hospitals. This increase in volume is particularly evidenced in Roscommon where day 
case discharges have increased by 26% from 3,798 in 2010 to 5,127 in 2012.

Hospital groups will be required to submit a strategic plan within one year of formation 
which will outline its plans for future services within the group area, including those to be 
delivered in each smaller hospital. Smaller hospitals will play a crucial role in the delivery of 
services and when groups are established, services can be exchanged between sites. This will 
result in the enhancement of activity in smaller hospitals and will allow them to focus on the 
provision of care that is safe and appropriate.

The implementation of the Framework for these smaller hospitals has largely been com-
pleted around the country and the objective is to complete the remaining necessary changes 
dependent on required capacity being available in the regions and hospital groups concerned. 
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21/05/2013WRHH03250Hospital Appointment Status

21/05/2013WRHH03300674. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo will receive an appointment with a vascular doctor in University College 
Hospital; Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24303/13]

21/05/2013WRHH03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For 
the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients who are 
waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time 
target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRHH03450Universal Health Insurance Provision

21/05/2013WRHH03500675. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health when the universal health 
care system will be introduced; the progress that has been made in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24305/13]

21/05/2013WRHH03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health 
service, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where access is based on need, not on 
income. 

In February, I published The Path to Universal Healthcare,   a preliminary paper on UHI 
which provides a comprehensive update on progress achieved to date and sets out the main ac-
tions for the road ahead (available on www.doh.ie). As outlined in that paper, many of the key 
building blocks for UHI have been progressed. 

Of major significance is the recent Government decision to reorganise public hospitals into 
more efficient and accountable hospital groups that will deliver improved outcomes for pa-
tients. That decision was informed by two expert reports, namely, The Establishment of Hospi-
tal Groups as a Transition to Independent Hospital Trusts and The Framework for Development 
– Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals.   

Other key building blocks which have been progressed include the work of the Special 
Delivery Unit in significantly reducing waiting times for scheduled and unscheduled care; the 
enactment of the Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2012 providing for a new scheme of 
risk equalisation for the private health insurance market; the delivery of a ‘Money Follows 
the Patient’ policy which was published in February and which provides for a fairer and more 
transparent means of funding  healthcare, and the approval of national healthcare standards and 
ongoing work in relation to supporting licensing legislation. 
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The Department is currently undertaking detailed work in relation to the preparation of a 
White Paper on Universal Health Insurance.   Broadly, this involves the development of de-
tailed policy proposals covering issues such as the design of the UHI model, the scope and com-
position of the UHI basket of services and funding and financial support mechanisms for UHI.  

A special UHI Design Team has recently been set up to oversee and support the work in-
volved in the design of the UHI model and the preparation of the White Paper on Universal 
Health Insurance.   The work involved in UHI design is both complex and technical and, as a 
consequence, the Design Team will be supported by specialised expertise at appropriate junc-
tures. To this end, the Department has recently engaged legal expertise to assist in deliberations 
in this area. Work on the development of detailed policy proposals is proceeding with a view to 
publishing the White Paper as early as possible.

The reform programme is a major undertaking that requires careful planning and sequenc-
ing over a number of years and full implementation of UHI will take some time to achieve. 
I anticipate that by 2016 the necessary groundwork will be in place to enable us to phase in  
implementation of UHI, as promised in the Programme for Government. I should add that it is 
my intention to consult widely as part of the reform implementation process.

21/05/2013WRHH03650Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRHH03700676. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be provided with necessary eye treatment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24306/13]

21/05/2013WRHH03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRJJ00150Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRJJ00200677. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will issue an emergency 
discretionary medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24312/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

21/05/2013WRJJ00350Home Help Service Provision

21/05/2013WRJJ00400678. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
to the Health Service Executive for home help in respect of a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Mayo; when a decision will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24314/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

21/05/2013WRJJ00550Obesity Levels

21/05/2013WRJJ00600679. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he has considered 
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the recent U.K report by the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges on tackling obesity; his plans 
to adopt any of its ten recommendations for healthcare professionals, local and national govern-
ment, industry and schools which it believes will help tackle the nation’s obesity crisis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24332/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy will be aware that I established 
a Special Action Group on Obesity (SAGO) to take forward priority actions to tackle obesity. I 
have considered the recent U.K report by the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges on tackling 
obesity and have referred the ten recommendations for health-care professionals, local and na-
tional government, industry and schools to SAGO to discuss at their June meeting and report 
back to me with their recommendations for action.

SAGO is already concentrating on a range of measures including Calorie posting in restau-
rants; Healthy Eating Guidelines, including the Food Pyramid; Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax; 
Marketing of Food and Drink to Children; Treatment Algorithms; Opportunistic Screening and 
Monitoring; Vending Machines in Schools and a Physical Activity Plan. SAGO is also currently 
looking at ways of reducing food consumption from the top shelf of the food pyramid, in ac-
cordance with this Department’s Healthy Eating Guidelines.

Healthy Ireland, a Framework for Improved Health and Well-being, forms the basis of how 
a whole-of-government and whole of society approach to health and well-being will be deliv-
ered. It sets out 64 actions under a number of thematic areas which provide for the development 
of inter-sectoral and cross government plans to address risk factors and social determinants of 
health.  It provides a  structured mechanism to engage all different sectors of society to channel 
measures and actions around individual health and lifestyle  issues, and to measure, monitor and 
evaluate implementation.

Healthy Ireland describes supportive mechanisms to ensure effective co-operation between 
the health sector and other areas of Government and public services concerned with social 
protection, children, industry, food safety, education, transport, housing, agriculture and the 
environment. The implementation of Healthy Ireland is now focused on the development of 
an outcomes framework and a physical activity plan. In this regard  the Health and Well-being 
Programme in the Department of Health will work closely with relevant policy divisions in the 
Department of Health and with existing cross-government and cross-sectoral groups, such as 
SAGO.

21/05/2013WRJJ00750Obesity Strategy

21/05/2013WRJJ00800680. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if his Department 
has considered the merit of appointing one person in Government to drive a coordinated obesity 
strategy between and across central Government Departments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24333/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ00900682. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health his views on whether 
obesity and nutrition are inadequately represented in the current medical undergraduate curricu-
lum; his plans to take action to resolve this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24335/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 680 and 682 
together.

Overweight and obesity are a public health priority for me, as Minister for Health.  I estab-
lished a Special Action Group on Obesity (SAGO) with whom I meet regularly to progress the 
obesity prevention agenda.  The Special Action Group on Obesity comprises key stakeholders 
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from a wide range of Departments, the HSE and other interested parties and is chaired by the 
Department of Health. SAGO is already concentrating on a range of measures including Calorie 
posting in restaurants; Healthy Eating Guidelines, including the Food Pyramid; Sugar Sweet-
ened Drinks Tax; Marketing of Food and Drink to Children;   Treatment Algorithms; Opportu-
nistic Screening and Monitoring; Vending Machines in Schools and a Physical Activity Plan. 
SAGO is also currently looking at ways of reducing food consumption from the top shelf of the 
food pyramid, in accordance with this Department’s Healthy Eating Guidelines.

I am aware that obesity and nutrition are represented in the current medical undergraduate 
curriculum and the level of representation varies, a matter which is within the remit of the dif-
ferent universities. However, in establishing the Special Action Group on Obesity, a key action 
was to guide and standardise treatment practices throughout the country. SAGO works closely 
with the Health Service Executive, the Irish College of General Practitioners and in conjunction 
with other professional bodies, and, as mentioned previously, has developed treatment algo-
rithms for both adults and children. These algorithm obesity tools are being used nationally in 
the treatment of adult and childhood obesity.

Healthy Ireland, a Framework for Improved Health and Well-being, forms the basis of how 
a whole-of-government and whole of society approach to health and well-being will be deliv-
ered. It sets out 64 actions under a number of thematic areas which provide for the development 
of inter-sectoral and cross government plans to address risk factors and social determinants of 
health.  It provides a  structured mechanism to engage all different sectors of society to channel 
measures and actions around individual health and lifestyle  issues, and to measure, monitor and 
evaluate implementation.

Healthy Ireland describes supportive mechanisms to ensure effective co-operation between 
the health sector and other areas of Government and public services concerned with social 
protection, children, industry, food safety, education, transport, housing, agriculture and the 
environment. The implementation of Healthy Ireland is now focused on the development of 
an outcomes framework and a physical activity plan. In this regard  the Health and Well-being 
Programme in the Department of Health will work closely with relevant policy divisions in the 
Department of Health and with existing cross-government and cross-sectoral groups, such as 
SAGO. 

21/RJJ01050Health Services Staff Issues

21/05/2013WRJJ01100681. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if his Department 
has considered providing for improved weight management resources for healthcare workers 
who have an obesity problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24334/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a Service Matter it has been trans-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

 Question No. 682 answered with Question No. 680.

Medical Training

21/05/2013WRJJ01400683. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he considers it best 
practice that in all specialist postgraduate exams, obesity and relevant training in behavioural 
change therapy become essential components, thus enhancing the knowledge and skills of phy-
sicians and other professions related to medicine in this important area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24336/13]
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21/05/2013WRJJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I agree that not only post graduate but also un-
dergraduate programmes would include health and wellbeing components, in keeping with the 
recommendations in Healthy Ireland a Framework for Improved Health and Wellbeing,which 
I recently launched. 

The implementation of Healthy Ireland  will include the prioritisation of a range of areas 
across the 64 actions highlighted in the report. The  promotion of a skilled, diverse, cross-
trained prevention work force through training and continual professional development is an 
action that will require a partnership approach between the relevant bodies and organisations. 
This will ensure that the many determinants of chronic disease and lifestyle risk factors are ad-
dressed  in a way that reflects best practice and will harness the energy, creativity and expertise 
of everyone whose work promotes health and wellbeing. 

21/05/2013WRJJ01550Medicinal Products Supply

21/05/2013WRJJ01600684. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if his Department 
has any statistics on the volume of banned slimming pills that are being imported; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24337/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): In 2010 all medi-
cines containing sibutramine, a prescription medicine used to assist weight loss, were with-
drawn in Ireland and across the EU due to an increased risk of heart attacks and strokes. The 
active substance sibutramine is however currently to be found in unauthorised brands of slim-
ming products sold illegally on the internet either directly from abroad or imported into Ireland 
and sold by mail order and by person to person contact sales. 

At present, internet / mail order supply of prescription medicines is prohibited in Ireland. 
The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) works closely with Revenue’s Customs Service to prevent 
the illegal supply of mail order medicines into Ireland. This co-operation has led to the seizure 
of many individual packets of medicines and has resulted in a number of prosecutions and other 
enforcement actions involving website operators. 

During the period 2010 - 2012 the following quantities of illegal slimming medicinal prod-
ucts containing sibutramine were detained by Revenue’s Customs Service; 

Year Quantity
2010 290,240 tablets/capsules;
2011 251,883 tablets/capsules;
2012 153,042 tablets/capsules

The IMB has consistently stressed the dangers of buying medicines online and urges con-
sumers not to risk their health by using these illegal medicines. In 2012 the IMB issued a pre-
cautionary message to consumers on the health dangers of taking any sibutramine containing 
slimming product. The precautionary message listed the names of 38 illegal products known 
to contain sibutramine, over 20 of which had been detained, from time to time, by Revenue’s 
Customs Service at the point of entry to the State. 

In cooperation with the Customs Service, the IMB follows up with the intended recipient of 
each of these attempted supplies and explains that the product is illegal and the health risks as-
sociated with seeking to source and use such products. The IMB has also detained sibutramine 
containing products illegally on sale in Ireland.
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21/05/2013WRJJ01750National Asthma Programme

21/05/2013WRJJ01800685. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 637 of 14 May, 2013, if he will provide his Department’s estimate of the number of 
persons who suffer from asthma here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24343/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ01900699. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the National Asthma Pro-
gramme will be included in the 2014 Health Service Executive service plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24481/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02000700. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of asthma patients 
that have been enrolled in the National Asthma Programme. [24482/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02100702. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the most re-
cent figure of the number of asthma patients who are included in the general medical services 
scheme [24484/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02200703. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the most recent 
figure of the number of asthma patients eligible for the drugs payment scheme [24485/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 685, 699, 700, 702 and 703 together.

The National Clinical Programme for Asthma, which commenced in 2011, is one of a num-
ber of chronic disease programmes established in the HSE’s Clinical Care Directorate aimed at 
bringing a systematic approach to changes in how services for patients are delivered.

The HSE’s 2013 National Service Plan is a high level document which is underpinned by 
a detailed operational plan and four regional plans.  Whereas the National Clinical Programme 
for Asthma is not mentioned in the National Service Plan, it is included in the Operational Plan.  
Implementation of the programme is ongoing and will continue in 2014.  To date, different 
work streams of the National Clinical Programme for Asthma have resulted in the following 
initiatives:

- The preparation of a Model of Care – this is currently in development.

- The establishment of Asthma Check (Chronic Disease Watch Asthma – structured re-
view) – this has been submitted to the Irish College of General Practitioners (ICGP) for review.

- The preparation of Acute Emergency Asthma Guidelines for Adults - this has been sub-
mitted to the National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC) for review and feedback.

- The preparation of Acute Emergency Asthma Guidelines for Paediatrics – these have 
been completed. 

- Asthma Control in General Practice – these guidelines have been signed off by ICGP 
and are being implemented.

- Asthma Educational Programme – this is available online at www. hseland.ie. 

- Practical workshops have been delivered locally by Clinical Nurse Specialists to nurses 
in Primary and Secondary Care.

Nurses and other health professionals have been enrolled in an asthma education module.  
This education module is based on the National Asthma guidelines.  This supports healthcare 
staff in the delivery of evidenced based care and education for patients.  In partnership with the 
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Asthma Society, patient information documents have been developed to support this initiative.

Patients are not enrolled in the National Clinical Programme for Asthma.  Furthermore, at 
present, a register on asthma prevalence does not exist.  Therefore, data on the numbers of per-
sons currently suffering from asthma is not available.  However, survey-based data is available 
from the Central Statistics Office’s (CSO’s) Quarterly National Household Survey 2010 Health 
Module.  According to this survey, 7% of adults indicated that at some point in their lives they 
had been diagnosed with asthma.

It is not possible to provide the Deputies with information on the number of asthma pa-
tients who are included in the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme or the Drug Payments 
Scheme (DPS).  The HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service does not collect information 
regarding an applicant’s illness.

21/05/2013WRJJ02350Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2013WRJJ02400686. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the numbers of patients waiting for 
knee and hip replacements at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin: and the length of time they have been 
on the waiting list. [24345/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy. 

21/05/2013WRJJ02550Health Services Staff Recruitment

21/05/2013WRJJ02600687. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if there are any staff that 
need to be recruited for the south Meath community health team; the make up of the south 
Meath community health team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24355/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has re-
sponsibility for the provision and staffing of community health teams.  Therefore, this matter 
has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRJJ02750Medicinal Products Licensing

21/05/2013WRJJ02800688. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the approval 
of Sativex medication for the treatment of persons with multiple sclerosis; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the European mutual recognition procedure has been ratified in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24360/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): My Department 
has been informed by the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) that it is in receipt of a market authorisa-
tion request from a manufacturer under the EU Mutual Recognition Procedure for a medicinal 
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product containing cannabis extract. This product is indicated for the relief of symptoms of 
spasticity for people with multiple sclerosis. 

Under the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1977, the manufacture, production, preparation, sale, sup-
ply, distribution and possession of cannabis or cannabis-based medicinal products are unlawful 
except for the purposes of research.

Department officials have been engaging with experts to identify how best to legally de-
scribe authorised cannabis-based medicinal products while maintaining existing controls on 
cannabis and cannabis substances.  The matter is being progressed as quickly as possible in my 
Department and  it is hoped to bring forward legislative proposals in mid-2013.

21/05/2013WRJJ02950General Practitioner Services

21/05/2013WRJJ03000689. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he has decided to 
abandon Phase Two of the long promised roll-out of free general practitioner care, that is, those 
covered by the high tech drug scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24371/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service without fees within its 
first term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and the Future Health strategy 
framework. This policy constitutes a fundamental element in the Government’s health reform 
programme. There has been no change to the Government’s over-arching commitment to this 
goal. This Government is the first in the history of this State to have committed itself to imple-
menting a universal GP service for the entire population. 

Having examined the progress made in the universal GP care plan, it became clear that 
the legal and administrative framework required to provide a robust basis for eligibility for a 
GP service based on having a particular medical condition is likely to be overly complex and 
bureaucratic for a short-term arrangement. Relatively complex primary legislation would be 
required in order to provide a GP service to a person on the basis of their having a particular 
illness. The assessment system for such an approach would have to be robust, objective and 
auditable in order to have the confidence of this House as well as the general public. This legis-
lation would have to address how a person could be certified as having such an illness, and who 
could do this, and how to select the diagnostic basis for medical conditions. As well as primary 
legislation, there would be a need for secondary legislation to give full effect to this approach 
for each condition. While it would not be impossible to achieve this, it would take several 
months more to finalise the primary legislation, followed then by the preparation of statutory 
instruments. In my view, this would entail putting in place a cumbersome legal and administra-
tive infrastructure to deal with what is only a temporary first phase on the way to universal GP 
service to the entire population. 

The Cabinet Committee on Health has discussed the issues relating to the delay in the initial 
step of the roll-out of the universal GP service. In doing so, it has considered the importance 
of weighing the balance between, on the one hand, resolving the legal issues but with a further 
delay and, on the other hand, with the need to bring forward an important Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment with the minimum of further delay. 

No decision has been taken by the Cabinet Committee or by Government on changing the 
first step of the plan to extend GP care without fees to persons with chronic illnesses. Instead, 
it has been agreed that we should prepare and set out a number of alternative options with 
regard to the phased implementation of a universal GP service without fees.  Minister Reilly 
and I expect to report back to the Cabinet Committee in the near future. As part of this work, 
consideration will be given to the approaches, timing and financial implications of the phased 
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implementation this universal health service.  

The Government has already made clear its commitment to delivering on the implementa-
tion of a GP service for the entire population by providing additional financial resources in the 
two most recent Budgets. The HSE Vote now contains funding of €30 million for this year for 
an initial phase of the provision of GP services as part of this Programme for Government com-
mitment.

To conclude, far from abandoning its commitment to universal GP care, this Government is 
determined to expedite the implementation of a national GP service for the entire population, 
something to which no previous Government has ever aspired. 

21/05/2013WRJJ03150Hospital Services

21/05/2013WRJJ03200690. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the acute medicine 
programme defined model applicable to Monaghan Hospital; the additional services that he 
anticipates will be located at the Monaghan hospital site under the terms of the now published 
framework for the development of small hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24372/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

21/05/2013WRJJ03350Hospital Staff

21/05/2013WRJJ03400691. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if there is a consultant paedi-
atric urologist for children with spina bifida in Temple Street Hospital, Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24470/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ03500692. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
will consider giving priority to the appointment of a research nurse for spina bifida at Temple 
Street Hospital, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24471/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 691 and 692 
together.

The Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street is the national tertiary care centre for 
spina bifida and hydrocephalus. All infants born in Ireland with spina bifida are transferred to 
Temple Street after birth for ongoing neonatal management by a multidisciplinary team which 
includes a consultant paediatrician with a special interest in spina bifida, a spina bifida nurse 
specialist and neurosurgery input. 

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding the consultant paediatric urologist and research 
nurse posts, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy. 

21/05/2013WRJJ03650Health Services Provision

21/05/2013WRJJ03700693. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the Health service Executive 
will consider giving priority to the provision of a defined clinic for adults for spina bifida; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24472/13]
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21/05/2013WRJJ03800694. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabular 
format if possible, the supports the Health Service Executive provide at regional level, for per-
sons with spina bifida; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24473/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 693 and 694 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2013WRJJ03950Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRJJ04000695. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be expedited and ap-
proved. [24475/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

21/05/2013WRJJ04150Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRJJ04200696. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a positive 
response to an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [24476/13]

21/05/2013WRJJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

21/05/2013WRKK00150Medical Card Applications

21/05/2013WRKK00200697. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a decision will be made on 
an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. 
[24477/13]

21/05/2013WRKK00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

21/05/2013WRKK00350Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2013WRKK00400698. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason an operation was 
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cancelled in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if a date will be ar-
ranged in the immediate future. [24478/13]

21/05/2013WRKK00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Questions Nos. 699 and 700 answered with Question No. 685.

21/05/2013WRKK00650Hospital Admissions

21/05/2013WRKK00700701. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the most recent 
hospital admission and emergency Department visit figures for asthma patients. [24483/13]

21/05/2013WRKK00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Questions Nos. 702 and 703 answered with Question No. 685.

21/05/2013WRKK00950Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2013WRKK01000704. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive a date for their operation in view of the serious impact their medi-
cal condition is having on their health and education; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24496/13]

21/05/2013WRKK01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is 
a key priority for the Government. Collaborating with individual hospitals, the SDU together 
with the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP waiting list minimum dataset that allows 
for data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals on a weekly basis and, for the first time, 
outpatient data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been 
set of 12 months for a first time consultant led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in 
the HSE Service Plan. The SDU/NTPF will work closely with hospitals towards achievement 
of the maximum waiting time.  In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this 
is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy 
in this matter.

21/05/2013WRKK01150State Bodies Accounts

21/05/2013WRKK01200705. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will set out in tabular form 
the names of all State-owned or substantially State-funded organisations under his Department 
whose latest accounts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas are more than one year old - that 
is, relating to a period ending before May 2012 - and the names of such organisations whose 
latest accounts are more than two years old - that is, relating to a period ending before May 
2011.  [25023/13]

21/05/2013WRKK01300Minister for Health  (Deputy James Reilly): A tabular schedule providing information to 
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the Deputy on the names of State organisations under my Department whose latest accounts 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas relate to an accounting period ending more than one 
year and more than two years old (as specified) is set out in the table.

In relation to the accounts of statutory bodies and agencies audited by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General that are subsequently submitted to my Department, it should be acknowl-
edged that the annual statutory audit process can generally require a number of months to bring 
to completion following the financial year-end concerned. In this regard, the annual financial 
statements for the period ending 31 December 2012 are anticipated to be finalised in the coming 
months, whereupon my Department will in accordance with the normal protocols arrange for 
their presentation before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Name of Organisation Latest Accounts more than 
one year old1

Latest Accounts more than 
two years old2

- Year-Ended Year-Ended
Funded from Department of 
Health Vote 

- -

Food Safety Promotion 
Board

31st December 2011 -

Food Safety Authority of 
Ireland

31st December 2011 -

Health and Social Care Pro-
fessionals Council

31st December 2011 -

Health Information and 
Quality Authority

31st December 2011 -

Health Research Board 31st December 2011 -
Irish Medicines Board 31st December 2011 -
Mental Health Commission 31st December 2011 -
National Council for the 
Professional Development 
of Nursing & Midwifery

- 31st December 20103

National Cancer Registry 
Board

31st December 2011 -

National Treatment Purchase 
Fund

31st December 2011 -

Pre-Hospital Emergency 
Care Council

- 31st December 20104

Funded from Health Service 
Executive Vote

- -

Health Service Executive 31st December 2011 -
Beaumont Hospital Board 31st December 2011 -
Drug Treatment Centre 
Board

31st December 2011 -

Dublin Dental Hospital 
Board

31st December 2011 -

Leopardstown Park Hospital 
Board

31st December 2011 -

National Paediatric Hospital 
Development Board

31st December 2011 -
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Name of Organisation Latest Accounts more than 
one year old1

Latest Accounts more than 
two years old2

National Haemophilia Coun-
cil

31st December 2011 -

St. James’s Hospital Board 31st December 2011 -
Regulatory Bodies/Provid-
ers under the aegis of the 
Department not in receipt of 
State funding

- -

An Bord Altranais * - 31st December 20105
Dental Council * 31st December 2011 -
Health Insurance Authority 31st December 2011 -
The Medical Council 31st December 2011 -
The Pharmaceutical Society 
of Ireland *

31st December 2011 -

Irish Blood Transfusion Ser-
vice Board

31st December 2011 -

 1  Relating to an accounting period in the calendar year before May 2012

2  Relating to an accounting period in the calendar year before May 2011

 3  The accounts for 2011 await final certification by the Comptroller & Auditor General. 
This body was subsumed into An Bord Altranais on 31st December 2011

4  The final certification of the 2011 accounts by the Comptroller & Auditor General’s Of-
fice was received by the Council two weeks ago and the Council are now arranging the formal 
submission to the Department.    

 5  The 2011 Annual Report and Financial Statements, which are published and laid together 
before the Oireachtas, were delayed while awaiting the final approval for publication from its 
board which was appointed in April 2013.

*  Accounts not audited by the Office of the Comptroller & Auditor General.

21/05/2013WRKK01350Driver Licences

21/05/2013WRKK01400706. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding driving licences; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24213/13]

21/05/2013WRKK01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the operation 
of the driving test is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA), I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my 
office if a reply has not been received within ten days.

21/05/2013WRKK01550Fodder Crisis

21/05/2013WRKK01600707. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in 
view of the decision taken by the Shannon Airport Authority to allow farming organisations to 
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cut grass on property owned by it to help alleviate fodder shortages in the local area, if he will 
ask those agencies, companies, authorities, boards and so on who come within his remit to con-
sider similar initiatives on suitable public lands owned by them in conjunction with representa-
tives of local farming organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23774/13]

21/05/2013WRKK01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I very much wel-
come the initiative by Shannon Airport Authority to help alleviate the fodder shortages in their 
local area I understand that the Dublin Airport Authority have undertaken a similar initiative.  I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s suggestion to all of the agencies under my remit for their informa-
tion and consideration.  If an agency has suitable lands for grass cutting, it will be a matter for 
the agency if it deems it appropriate to liaise with the relevant farming organisations..

21/05/2013WRKK01750Swimming Pool Projects

21/05/2013WRKK01800708. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that communities such as Carrickmacross, County 
Monaghan are eager that their towns develop public swimming pools with ancillary facilities; 
if he will launch a new local authority swimming pool programme; when he will announce 
details of same; the bodies that will be in a position to apply for such funding; the format the 
programme is expected to take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23792/13]

21/05/2013WRKK01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The current round of the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme was closed to 
new applicants on 31 July 2000 and no application was made in respect of a public swimming 
pool for Carrickmacross before that date.

Under the current round of the Programme 58 applications were received, of which 47 proj-
ects have been completed and opened to the public, and 11 other projects are at various stages 
of development.  The priority now is to work with the relevant Local Authorities in completing 
the remaining 11 pool projects, which are included in the current round.  

No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the Programme. If the Pro-
gramme re-opens it would be open to each Local Authority, including Monaghan County Coun-
cil on behalf of Carrickmacross, to submit an application under the terms that would apply at 
that time.

21/05/2013WRKK01950Taxi Regulations

21/05/2013WRKK02000709. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that 8% of all full-time taxi-drivers have to claim social 
welfare benefits.  [23799/13]

21/05/2013WRKK02100710. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on taxi drivers double-jobbing and working long hours, and the impact on public safety.  
[23800/13]

21/05/2013WRKK02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 709 and 710 together.

The Deputy raised these issues when I introduced the Taxi Regulation Bill, 2012, in Dail 
Eireann last Thursday.  The position is that any person can apply for an SPSV drivers licence 
and, subject to passing the necessary licensing requirements including vetting by Garda Sío-
chána, can be licensed to operate a small public service vehicle. 

The provisions of the Taxi Regulation Bill will support the protection and safety of passen-
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gers, taxi drivers and other road users against the risks of driver fatigue. Section 11 of the Taxi 
Regulation Bill 2012 places an obligation on an applicant for or holder of an SPSV licence to 
inform the National Transport Authority (NTA) of any other occupation that involves driving. 
Under Section 19 of the Bill the NTA is provided with powers to make regulations concerning 
taxi drivers’ hours. 

However, this is a complex legal area and it is my intention that the Bill puts in place a pro-
vision that is balanced and proportionate having regard to the rights of individuals relating to 
privacy and to earn a livelihood. Taking account of legal advice which suggests that there are 
legal difficulties in applying restrictive measures in this area  I intend bringing a further amend-
ment to the Bill.   

In accordance with the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report, arrange-
ments have been put in place for the sharing of data on small public service vehicles licences 
and drivers with the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Social Protection. This is 
intended to combat tax and social welfare fraud by dishonest operators in the business.

I do not have information on the number of taxi drivers availing of social welfare benefits.

21/05/2013WRKK02250Arts Promotion

21/05/2013WRKK02300711. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider selling off the motorway sculptures around the country [23801/13]

21/05/2013WRKK02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The sculptures were 
provided under the Per Cent for Art Scheme.  The guidelines associated with the Scheme pro-
vided for local authorities to commission a suitable piece of artwork from the funds provided 
by the NRA for the construction of roads projects in their administrative area. The ownership of 
the sculptures rests with individual local authorities.

As Minister, I have no function in this matter. 

Ministerial Travel

21/05/2013WRKK02500712. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline in tabular form, the amount of travel and subsistence, both foreign and domestic, claimed 
individually by each Minister and Minister of State and Secretary General in his Department, 
for each year in the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23824/13]

21/05/2013WRKK02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded as soon as possible.

Ministerial Staff

21/05/2013WRKK02700713. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline in tabular form, the number of staff appointed by each Minister and Minister of State in 
his Department or constituency office and their relevant costs including travel and subsistence, 
in each year for the period 2005 to March 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23840/13]

21/05/2013WRKK02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
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requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded as soon as possible.

21/05/2013WRKK02850Road Maintenance

21/05/2013WRKK02900714. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when sec-
ondary and primary routes are being upgraded and renewed, if he will consider setting aside a 
certain proportion of funding to address the excessive wear to regional and rural roads which 
bear the traffic of the major roads during the construction process. [23859/13]

21/05/2013WRKK03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am assuming that 
the Deputy is referring to work carried out on national primary and national secondary roads. 

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.   Noting the above posi-
tion, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.  

21/05/2013WRKK03050Road Maintenance

21/05/2013WRKK03100715. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of times and dates in 2011 and 2012 that the National Roads Authority had the M50 litter picked 
and road markings re-marked; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24033/13]

21/05/2013WRKK03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  

The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects as well as their subse-
quent maintenance and upkeep is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the 
Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/05/2013WRKK03250Sports Funding

21/05/2013WRKK03300716. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the grant 
allocation to Swim Ireland, the Irish Canoe Union, Irish Hockey Association, Rowing Ireland, 
Irish Sailing Association and the Irish Ladies Golfing Union in each of the past three years; if 
CEOs of these bodies are accountable to the Irish Sports Council; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24034/13]

21/05/2013WRKK03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Sports 
Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
promotion, development and co-ordination of sport, including the allocation of funding for the 
National Governing Bodies of Sport.

As this question is a matter for the Irish Sports Council (ISC), I have referred it to the ISC 
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for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 
days.  

21/05/2013WRLL00150Tourism Ireland Expenditure

21/05/2013WRLL00200717. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide details of the amount paid by tourism authorities for the domain name www.
ireland.com; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24065/13]

21/05/2013WRLL00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  The matter raised 
is an operational one for Tourism Ireland Limited as the body responsible for promoting the 
island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas.  Therefore, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply.  He should advise my private office if he does not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

21/05/2013WRLL00350Rail Services

21/05/2013WRLL00400718. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
amount of taxpayers’ money allocated to the DART transport system for each year from 2007 
to 2012. [24082/13]

21/05/2013WRLL00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as the DART network, comes under the remit of the NTA.  Noting 
this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  He should advise my 
private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.  In the period between 
2007 and the establishment of the NTA, a total of €58.4 million in Exchequer funding was pro-
vided directly to Iarnród Éireann in respect of the DART refurbishment project.  This project 
was completed in late 2008.  During this period, my Department also provided Public Services 
Obligation payments of €542 million to Iarnród Éireann for the entire rail network, including 
the DART system.

21/05/2013WRLL00550Public Transport Subsidies

21/05/2013WRLL00600719. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the way the Public Service Obligation subvention paid to Bus Eireann is calculated and 
if there has been any change to the calculation basis for 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 
2013. [24120/13]

21/05/2013WRLL00700722. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
confirm the Public Service Obligation payment made to Bus Éireann in each of 2009, 2010, 
2011,2012 and proposed for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24123/13]

21/05/2013WRLL00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 719 and 722 together.

The annual subvention for the provision of public service obligation (PSO) services by Bus 
Éireann has been subject to contract between the company and the National Transport Authority 
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(NTA) since 2009.  The current contract with Bus Éireann was signed in December 2009 and 
is for a period of five years.  The contents of the contract and the basis for maintaining it may 
be reviewed at any time by the NTA in consultation with Bus Éireann.  The National Transport 
Authority monitors the contracted performance of each PSO operator on a quarterly basis.  
Contract details are available on the NTA website.   The amounts paid to the company in respect 
of PSO services since 2009 are as follows: 2009, €49.365 million; 2010, €45.039 million; 2011, 
€43.410 million; and 2012, €36.882 million.  The NTA has allocated €34.476 million to Bus 
Éireann in respect of PSO services for 2013, which equates to a 6.5% reduction on the 2012 
amount.  It should be noted that the 2012 subvention amount was higher than the 2007 subven-
tion payment of €36.595 million when the economy was at its peak and bus fares were lower.  
Funding pressures since 2009 have necessitated the introduction of cost-saving measures, in-
creased efficiency in the provision of services, fare increases and reduced subvention.

21/05/2013WRLL00850Bus Éireann Services

21/05/2013WRLL00900720. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an assessment of the finances of Bus Éireann. [24121/13]

21/05/2013WRLL01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In its first 12 years, 
1987 to 1999, Bus Éireann made profits of €17 million, which were handed over to CIE.  It 
made net losses of €28 million between 2000 and 2012.  Contrary to the perception held by 
some people, Bus Éireann has therefore accumulated losses of €11 million since its formation. 
The situation has got significantly worse in the last five years.  In that period, Bus Éireann has 
incurred accumulated losses of €27 million, a position which is unsustainable and places the vi-
ability of the company at risk.  The company developed a five-year recovery plan (2012-16) to 
bring it back to profitability, involving revenue generation, route changes and cost reductions.  
Without the necessary savings from changes to terms and conditions and ongoing inter-city ser-
vice changes, Bus Éireann was facing annual losses of more than €11 million, which are simply 
not sustainable.  Following intensive talks with the Labour Relations Commission recently, Bus 
Éireann reached agreement with the trade unions on 16 May on a range of proposed cost saving 
measures that will help protect the future of the company, the jobs of 2,500 employees and the 
300 publicly subvented routes it operates across the country, as well as commercial Expressway 
services and school transport.  I welcome this agreement which represents an important break-
through.  These proposals will now be put to staff members for their consideration.

21/05/2013WRLL01050Bus Éireann Finances

21/05/2013WRLL01100721. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline the financial results for Bus Éireann in 2012, its revenue, its profit and net assets. 
[24122/13]

21/05/2013WRLL01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The 2012 accounts 
for Bus Éireann have not yet been published.  It is expected that the accounts will be published 
in the next two weeks and will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Question No. 722 answered with Question No. 719.
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21/05/2013WRLL01350Road Maintenance

21/05/2013WRLL01400723. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will compel local authorities to look at alternative methods and more cost effective ways to ad-
dress dangerous roadways; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24216/13]

21/05/2013WRLL01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is not clear from 
the Deputy’s question whether he is referring to the national road network, the regional and lo-
cal road network or both.  However, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local 
roads, in its area, is a statutory function of each road authority in accordance with the provisions 
of section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  In respect of national roads, it is for the National Roads 
Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 to address such issues in conjunction with 
the relevant local authority.   In order to assist local authorities and the NRA in their task of 
improving road safety on roads a document entitled “A Guide to Road Safety Engineering In 
Ireland” was issued by the Roads Division of the then Department of the Environment in 1996.  
This document continues to be relevant as a Best Practice document.  If the Deputy has any par-
ticular proposals in this regard, I would be grateful to receive them and have them considered 
by my Department.

21/05/2013WRLL01550Air Services Provision

21/05/2013WRLL01600724. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline in tabular form the full list of departure and arrival curfews that are in place in every 
airport in the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24233/13]

21/05/2013WRLL01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Aviation 
Authority, which is an agency under the remit of my Department, has statutory responsibility 
for licensing aerodromes in the State in accordance with rules set down by the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation.  This issue is therefore a matter for the authority.  I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the authority for direct reply.  He should advise my private office if he 
does not receive a reply within ten working days.

21/05/2013WRLL01750Tourism Project Funding

21/05/2013WRLL01800725. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide in a tabular form a list of all the grants made by Fáilte Ireland to organisations or 
groups organising events within Ireland for the years 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24276/13]

21/05/2013WRLL01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  He should advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

21/05/2013WRLL01950Bus Éireann Services

21/05/2013WRLL02000726. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the difficulties that commuters face in accessing bus services on 
route 109, Dublin to Cavan, at the Mater Hospital and Navan Road bus stops, specifically the 
4.30pm and 5.30pm M3 motorway service originating from Busáras, due to there not being 
enough capacity for passengers; if he will raise the matter with Bus Éireann; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24358/13]

21/05/2013WRLL02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport(Deputy Alan 
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Kelly): The issue raised is a matter for Bus Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport 
Authority (NTA).  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.


