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Questions Nos. 1 to 34, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 35 to 75, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 76 to 85, inclusive, answered orally.

14/05/2013WRB00150Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRB0020086. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm whether it was 
planned to remove more than €7 million in funding (details supplied) from the National Cancer 
Control Programme earlier this year and re-direct it to hospitals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22585/13]

14/05/2013WRB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE Service Plan as approved by the 
Minister for Health on 9 January 2013 details the funding available  for all services including 
hospitals.  A core element of the Service Plan was ensuring that hospitals were provided with 
a 2013 budget which was, in so far as possible, linked to their 2012 costs in order to provide 
a more achievable financial challenge.  There was insufficient funding available to fully meet 
hospitals’ 2012 cost level and therefore hospitals on average must reduce their costs in 2013 by 
3.5% and must also deal with any emerging cost pressures which are not specifically funded 
within the 2013 Service Plan.  

As part of the allocation process outlined above, funds that were in place in hospitals for 
2012 were retained in their base funding in 2013.  The Cancer Programme is substantially deliv-
ered through hospitals.  The bulk of the monies referred to in the question relate to colposcopy 
and colonoscopy screening monies in respect of work carried out by hospitals on behalf of the 
National Cancer Screening Service which is part of the National Cancer Control Programme.

Issues arising in relation to the change in the funding of hospitals in 2013 and the move 
away from historic incremental budgets to budgets more closely aligned to actual costs have 
now been clarified and the resources to deliver upon the funded cancer priorities identified 
within the Service Plan are in place. 

The National Cancer Control Programme is satisfied that resources required to support can-
cer screening and treatment programmes have been clearly aligned to NCCP priorities.

14/05/2013WRB00350Hospital Waiting Lists

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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14/05/2013WRB0040087. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the measures he is putting in 
place to reduce the numbers on out-patient waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22601/13]

14/05/2013WRB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2012 the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund (NTPF) initiated a national project to compile, for the first time, an Outpatient Waiting 
List database based on patient-level information from individual hospitals. Collaborating with 
individual hospitals, the SDU together with the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP 
waiting list minimum dataset that allows for this data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospi-
tals on a weekly basis. This builds on the work previously undertaken by the HSE Outpatient 
Data Quality Programme.

Clear data on the OPD waiting list is now being reported for the first time, and is published 
on www.ntpf.ie. The waiting list for outpatients is updated monthly. The data show numbers 
waiting over the various time-bands for a first appointment at a consultant-led clinic. In a further 
enhancement of the reporting, future updates will for the first time include numbers reported by 
specialty in addition to the breakdown by hospital. The total number of people waiting on the 
out-patient waiting list as at 3 May 2013 is 376,751.  This is a reduction of 7,881 in comparison 
with the NTPF published figures to March 2013. The data also shows that of the total number 
of people waiting,  199,513 (52.6%) are waiting less than 6 months and almost 278,666 (74%) 
are waiting less than 12 months.  

For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for a first time consul-
tant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE Service Plan. The SDU/NTPF 
will work closely with hospitals towards achievement of the maximum waiting time. 

Currently, the focus is on hospitals continuing the validation of waiting lists. All hospitals 
have been engaged in this process which is anticipated to be complete by mid-May 2013. 

Reforming the delivery of outpatient services is being addressed through the Outpatient 
(OP) Service Performance Improvement Programme. This Programme encompasses the HSE, 
SDU, the NTPF and all hospitals providing outpatient services. It is a national programme 
being implemented between 2012 and 2015. The overall aim of the programme is to ensure 
timely, appropriate access to OP services so that the most appropriate member of the clinical 
team sees the right patient at the right time. Key elements of this large programme of reform 
will include on-going validation of waiting lists, the systematic and standardised management 
of referrals from primary care, a reduction in unacceptably high “do not attend” rates and ap-
propriate discharging from OP services when clinically appropriate to do so.

14/05/2013WRB00550Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRB0060088. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in detail 
the plan for health services in South County Dublin with regards to the new configuration of 
services at Loughlinstown, St Michael’s and St Vincent’s Hospitals; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22625/13]

14/05/2013WRB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): St. Columcille’s Hospital Loughlinstown 
provides joint acute hospital services with St. Vincent’s and St Michael’s, Dun Laoghaire. To-
gether, they provide a range of services for the catchment of Dublin South-East and Wicklow, 
across three sites in a collaborative arrangement.  The establishment of hospital groups will 
ensure that these hospitals have a central role in the future delivery of good quality care for 
patients.
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  Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A Framework for Development   offers clear 
information about the role of our smaller hospitals and what they will do in the future.  While 
the Framework focusses in particular on the role of nine smaller hospitals, including St. Colum-
cille’s, which have been the subject of particular attention from the Health Information and 
Quality Authority, the principles behind it will apply to all smaller hospitals.  In developing 
the Framework, the Government is clear that (i) there is an important future role for smaller 
hospitals, in which they will provide services for more patients, not fewer; (ii) no acute hospital 
will close, and (iii) safety issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, 
by providing the right type of service, for the right patient in the right setting.  This framework 
will demonstrate clearly that the future of smaller hospitals is secure.  It outlines the need for 
smaller hospitals and larger hospitals to operate together and therefore is intrinsically linked to 
the on-going work regarding the development of hospital groups. 

We know that the traditional practice of providing as many services as possible in every 
hospital is neither sustainable nor safe.  Professor John Higgins chaired a strategic board on the 
establishment of hospital groups and I have received his report, which is based on a compre-
hensive consultation process and contains almost 60 recommendations on the formation, man-
agement and governance of hospital groups, all of which are strongly endorsed by the Strategic 
Board.  The formation of Irish acute hospitals into a small number of groups, each with its own 
governance and management, will provide opportunity for hospital services to be configured to 
deliver high-quality, safe patient care in a cost-effective manner.  

I appreciate that both of the reports and the related government decision are anxiously 
awaited. However, this is the most radical and most fundamental modernisation of our acute 
health system infrastructure since the State’s foundation and I took very seriously my obligation 
to consider the reports closely, to assure myself and my Cabinet colleagues that they provide a 
robust basis to enable timely access to a high quality and sustainable hospital service for those 
who need it. 

The Deputy will be pleased to learn that I submitted the reports to Government this morn-
ing for its consideration and decision and the reports have been accepted. Officials in my de-
partment are now in the process of making suitable arrangements for the publication of these 
reports as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRB00750Medicinal Products Supply

14/05/2013WRB0080089. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the drug Pir-
fenidone will be made available for patients with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis despite the cost 
of this drug; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22622/13]

14/05/2013WRB00900134. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the man-
ner in which the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics decides on the merits of making new 
drugs available for public patients in the State; if there are specific guidelines in place to ensure 
that public health concerns are taken fully into account and the decision is not purely an eco-
nomic one; if he has any direct input into any stage of the decision making process; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22458/13]

14/05/2013WRB01000606. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the deci-
sion on funding for pirfenidone, the only drug to date to be effective in the treatment of idio-
pathic pulmonary fibrosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22307/13]

14/05/2013WRB01100640. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the decision 
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taken by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics not to fund Pirfenidone for patients with 
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis based on economic grounds, he will consider overturning that 
decision in view of the fact that the drug has significant benefits and its absence results in sig-
nificant suffering for patients with the condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22475/13]

14/05/2013WRB01200659. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will consider including 
Pirfenidone on the drug payment scheme for sufferers of lung fibrosis; if he will confirm that 
is the only drug available to treat patients with idiopathic lung fibrosis; and when the Health 
Service Executive will conclude its negotiations with the manufacturer [22656/13]

14/05/2013WRB01300660. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider his 
decision on the drug Pirfenidone a new drug for the treatment of lung fibrosis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22657/13]

14/05/2013WRB01400664. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the benefits of the drug Pirfenidone; the reason the NCPE has announced that pirfenidone will 
not be made available for patients with IPF based on economic grounds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22727/13]

14/05/2013WRB01500670. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the recent pharmacoeconomics evaluation of Pirfenidone conducted by the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22754/13]

14/05/2013WRB01600671. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of treat-
ing a patient with Pirfenidone when they are suffering with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis; the 
number of persons who suffer from this condition within this jurisdiction; the method by which 
the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics assess if a treatment is cost effective; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22755/13]

14/05/2013WRB01700672. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an up-
date in the Health Service Executive negotiations with the manufacturers of Pirfenidione, Es-
briet; and the date on which these negotiations will conclude [22756/13]

673. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will 
state whether pirfenidone will be reimbursed under the community drugs scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.

14/05/2013WRB01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 89, 134, 
606, 640, 659, 660, 664 and 670 to 673, inclusive, together.

The HSE has received an application for the inclusion of pirfenidone in the GMS and com-
munity drugs schemes. 

The application is being considered in line with the procedures and timescales agreed last 
year by the Department of Health and the HSE with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare As-
sociation (IPHA) for the assessment of new medicines.

In accordance with these procedures, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) 
conducted a pharmacoeconomic evaluation of pirfenidone and concluded that, at the submit-
ted price, pirfenidone is not cost-effective for the treatment of patients with mild to moderate 
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. The report is available on the NCPE’s website (www.ncpe.ie).

The NCPE report is an important input to assist decision making and informs further discus-
sions between the HSE and the manufacturer of the drug. The HSE is currently in negotiations 
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with the manufacturers of pirfenidone and therefore it would not be appropriate to comment 
further while these negotiations are ongoing.

The HSE assessment process is intended to arrive at a decision on the funding of pirfeni-
done that is clinically appropriate, fair, consistent and sustainable. The HSE understands that 
patients and clinicians are very anxious that a decision be made as soon as possible.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

In reply to Question No. 671, specifically “the number of persons who suffer from this 
condition within this jurisdiction”, it is not known how many patients suffer from idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis in Ireland. 

The Orphanet report in 2011 estimated the prevalence of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis in 
Europe to be 1.67/10,000 which, if applied to the Irish population, would mean that there are 
approximately 766 people with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis in Ireland.

14/05/2013WRB01850Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRB0190090. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when the small hospitals frame-
work report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22566/13]

14/05/2013WRB02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A 
Framework for Development offers clear information about the role of our smaller hospitals and 
what they will do in the future.  While the Framework focusses in particular on the role of nine 
smaller hospitals, which have been the subject of particular attention from the Health Informa-
tion and Quality Authority, the principles behind it will apply to all smaller hospitals, regardless 
of whether or not they are specifically referenced.  In developing the Framework, the Govern-
ment is clear that (i) there is an important future role for smaller hospitals, in which they will 
provide services for more patients, not fewer; (ii) no acute hospital will close, and (iii) safety 
issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, by providing the right type 
of service, for the right patient in the right setting.  This framework will demonstrate clearly 
that the future of smaller hospitals is secure.  It outlines the need for smaller hospitals and larger 
hospitals to operate together and therefore is intrinsically linked to the on-going work regarding 
the development of hospitals groups. 

We know that the traditional practice of providing as many services as possible in every 
hospital is neither sustainable nor safe.  The formation of Irish acute hospitals into a small 
number of groups, each with its own governance and management, will provide an optimum 
opportunity for hospital services to be configured to deliver high-quality, safe patient care in a 
cost-effective manner.  Professor John Higgins chaired a Strategic Board on the establishment 
of Hospital Groups and I have received his report, which is based on a comprehensive consul-
tation process and contains almost 60 recommendations on the formation, management and 
governance of hospital groups, all of which are strongly endorsed by the Strategic Board.  

I appreciate that both of the reports and the related government decision were anxiously 
awaited. However, this is the most radical and most fundamental modernisation of our health 
system infrastructure since the State’s foundation and I took very seriously my obligation to 
consider the reports closely, to assure myself and my Cabinet colleagues that they provide a 
robust basis to enable timely access to a high quality and sustainable hospital service for those 
who need it. 

The Deputy will be pleased to learn that I submitted the reports to Government this morning 
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for its consideration and decision and the reports have been accepted. I will be publishing both 
the reports as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRB02050Mental Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRB0210091. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if, in relation to occupational 
therapists appointed in 2012 and 2013 to community mental health teams, he will indicate if 
these newly appointed staff are receiving supervision from a senior professional from within 
their discipline who is trained in the area of work being supervised in line with the Health Ser-
vice Executive’s Guidance Framework for Health and Social Care Professionals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22572/13]

14/05/2013WRB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I have been 
advised by the Health Service Executive that all newly appointed Occupational Therapists to 
the mental health services are supervised in line with the HSE’s guidance framework for Health 
and Social Care Professionals 2013.

14/05/2013WRB02250Mental Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRB0230092. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the measures he will take to 
reduce the waiting lists for the provision of mental health services for children and adolescents; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22612/13]

14/05/2013WRB0240099. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the way he proposes to tackle the 
long waiting lists in the provision of mental health services for children and adolescents; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22587/13]

14/05/2013WRB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 92 and 99 together.

The provision of Mental Health services to children and adolescents is informed by “A Vi-
sion for Change”, the Report of the Expert Group on mental health policy. This recommends 
the provision of 80 child and adolescent psychiatric in-patient beds nationally.  There are cur-
rently 39 such child and adolescent beds nationally, which is planned to  increase to 66 beds by 
the end of this year.  The provision of additional bed capacity  reflects an almost 50% decrease 
in admissions of children to adult units since 2008.  In the context of on-going developments, 
planning permission has been granted to construct a 24 bed In-Patient facility at Cherry Or-
chard, Dublin, which will incorporate some existing beds and increase capacity overall to 76 
beds.  This project is scheduled to be completed by the end of this year, or early next year, with 
an expected opening date of 2015.

The basic approach to delivery of mental health services to children and adolescents re-
volves around Community Mental Health Teams. In this regard, 150 additional posts were al-
located to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Teams in 2012, and a further 80 posts have been 
identified for allocation to this specific service area in 2013, arising from targeted Government 
investment of €35 million for each of these respective years.

 As of 29  April last, 122 of the designated 150 posts for Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services were either filled, under offer, or awaiting appropriate clearance.  The National Re-
cruitment Service (NRS) of the HSE creates national panels in anticipation of vacancies.  On 
occasion, however, it is difficult to fill some posts  due to various reasons, such as geographical 
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location or shortage of suitable candidates at certain times for some grades such as Clinical 
Psychologists.  However, given the policy and service requirements identified, the NRS  is 
currently working to ensure that remaining posts will be filled as soon as possible, subject to 
qualified candidates being available.

I wish to re-iterate this Government’s strong commitment to enhance this year in practical 
terms Mental Health services for children and adolescents and I will continue to closely monitor 
the position over the remainder of 2013.

14/05/2013WRB02550Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRB0260093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which wait-
ing periods for various procedures have been reduced in respect of all public hospitals without 
exception; the extent to which the waiting period for patients to meet the consultant has been 
reduced in line with best practice and in comparison to the private sector; the extent to which 
studies and comparisons continue with the private sector in this regard; if any particular initia-
tives are required to address any specifically sensitive areas; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22501/13]

14/05/2013WRB02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment as 
Minister for Health I established the Special Delivery Unit as set out in the Programme for 
Government. Its aim is to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients 
through the system.  As set out in Future Health, a key goal is to deliver faster more equitable 
access to hospital services.  

With regard to waiting times for procedures, the target maximum wait times for inpatient 
and daycase treatment,as set out in the HSE Service Plan 2013, are:

Children awaiting an inpatient or daycase 
procedure

20 weeks

Routine endoscopy procedure (all) 13 weeks
Adults awaiting an inpatient or daycase 
procedure 

8 months

In July 2011, when the Special Delivery Unit was set up a total of 6,277 patients were wait-
ing more than nine months for inpatient or daycase treatment. By December last year, there 
were 86 adults waiting over nine months for inpatient or daycase treatment, a 98% decrease 
on the previous year and 89 children waiting longer than 20 weeks, a decrease of 95% on the 
previous year. 36 patients were waiting over 13 weeks for routine endoscopy, a 99% decrease 
on the previous year. 

Maintaining the progress made to date and achieving the 2013 targets will be extremely 
challenging.  The achievement to the end of 2012 has been followed, as expected, by bounce-
back in the figures at the start of 2013. The early months of the year have brought severe pres-
sures on Emergency Departments which impact on waiting times - the extended winter seasonal 
pressures, older age profile, sicker patients etc. are all  having a knock-on effect on scheduled 
care. However, latest available data shows that as of 2 May 2013, 88% of adults on the list were 
waiting less than eight months (5,392 waiting longer), 80% of children waiting were waiting 
less than 20 weeks (716 waiting longer), and 90% of those awaiting a GI endoscopy were wait-
ing less than 13 weeks (917 waiting longer).

With regard to patients waiting to see a consultant, in 2012 the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund (NTPF) initiated a national project to compile, for the first time, an Outpatient Waiting 
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List database based on patient-level information from individual hospitals. Collaborating with 
individual hospitals, the SDU together with the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP 
waiting list minimum dataset that allows for this data to be submitted to the NTPF from hos-
pitals on a weekly basis. Clear data on the OPD waiting list is now being reported for the first 
time, and is published on www.ntpf.ie  . The waiting list for outpatients is updated monthly.  For 
2013, a maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for a first time consultant-led 
outpatient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE Service Plan. The total number of people 
waiting on the out-patient waiting list as at 3 May 2013 is 376,751.  This is a reduction of 7,881 
in comparison with the NTPF published figures to March 2013. The data also shows that of the 
total number of people waiting,  199,513 (52.6%) are waiting less than 6 months and 278,666 
(almost 74%) are waiting less than 12 months.

All hospitals have been engaged in the process of validating outpatient waiting lists, which 
is anticipated to be complete by mid-May 2013. Reforming the delivery of outpatient services 
is being addressed through the Outpatient (OP) Service Performance Improvement Programme. 
This is a national programme, encompassing the HSE, SDU, the NTPF and all hospitals pro-
viding outpatient services, being implemented between 2012 and 2015. The overall aim of the 
programme is to ensure timely, appropriate access to OP services so that the most appropriate 
member of the clinical team sees the right patient at the right time. Key elements of this large 
programme of reform will include on-going validation of waiting lists, the systematic and stan-
dardised management of referrals from primary care, a reduction in unacceptably high “do not 
attend” rates and appropriate discharging from OP services when clinically appropriate to do so. 

Neither my Department nor the HSE has a function in relation to the gathering of waiting 
list data for the private hospital sector.  Therefore, a comparison between public and private 
waiting lists is not available.  However, I can assure the Deputy that my Department will con-
tinue to focus its resources on reducing waiting lists in line with the Government’s commitment 
to deliver rapid and equitable access to health services.

14/05/2013WRB02750Mental Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRB0280094. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the range of mental health ser-
vices available for adults, adolescents and children across the Dublin/North East Region; if he 
will outline plans for further developments already signed off on but yet to be introduced; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22570/13]

14/05/2013WRB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE 
Dublin North East Region (DNE) covers counties Louth, Meath, Cavan, Monaghan and Dublin 
North City and County.  Mental health services are provided directly by the HSE and by volun-
tary partners in a variety of settings including acute in-patient facilities, day hospitals and day 
centres, supported community residences and to service users in their own homes.  

The total mental health budget available to HSE DNE for 2013 is €146 million.  This figure 
includes €7.274 million from the additional €35 million funding provided for mental health 
services in 2013.  This funding has been approved to implement the following objectives: 

Objective WTE Allocation Full Year Cost of allocation
General Adult Community 
Mental Health Teams

40 €2,393,560
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Objective WTE Allocation Full Year Cost of allocation
Clinical Programme address-
ing self-harm in Hospital 
Emergency Departments

9.5 €568,471

Mental Health Services for 
Older People CMHTs

20 €1,196,780

Mental Health Intellectual 
Disability CMHTs

10 €937,500

Child and Adolescent Men-
tal Health CMHT

25 €1,626,500

National Counselling Ser-
vice, Counselling in Primary 
Care

0 €551,280

Total 104.5 €7,274,091

The HSE has published a Regional Service Plan for DNE for 2013 which sets out the ser-
vices to be provided in 2013.  The priorities identified in the Regional Plan include the provi-
sion of additional resources for developing and strengthening of the General Adult, Child and 
Adolescent, Mental Health Intellectual Disability, Psychiatry of Old Age Community Mental 
Health Teams (CMHTs) capacity support the implementation of the Clinical Care Programmes.; 
review and reconfigure current supply of 206 acute in-patient beds across DNE to ensure equity 
of access and provision; open new 44 bedded Psychiatric Unit at Beaumount (38 Acute General 
Adult +6 Psychiatry of old age); relocate Regional Psychiatric Intensive Care Service from St 
Brendan’s to new purpose built 54 Bedded facility at Grangegorman (Phoenix Care Centre)  
The 12-beds in St Joseph’s Adolescent Unit, Fairveiw, Dublin to become fully operational.; 
progress the closure of old psychiatric hospitals in the area.  Details of these and other regional 
priorities can be found in the HSE Dublin North East Regional Service Plan 2013 at ww.hse.ie/
eng/services/Publications/corporate/DNEServicePlan2013.pdf

14/05/2013WRB02950Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

14/05/2013WRB0300095. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the current statistics in rela-
tion to accident and emergency waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22124/13]

14/05/2013WRB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment, I set 
out to address the issues which have been causing unacceptable delays in patients being treated 
in our hospitals. I established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), as set out in the Programme for 
Government. The SDU is working to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of 
patients through the system.  Since its establishment there have been significant improvements 
in the waiting times for unscheduled care against a background of reduced funding for health, 
reconfiguration of services and a very challenging economic climate 

By the end of 2012, the INMO reported 20,000 fewer people waiting on trolleys in Irish 
hospitals when compared to 2011 – an improvement of almost 24%. Progress has continued 
into 2013, as of 3 May 2013, the INMO reported 2,081 fewer patients on trolleys compared to 
the same period in 2012 – an improvement of 7.6%

During the early months of 2013, the acute hospitals experienced unprecedented admission 
rates from their Emergency Departments. The Special Delivery Unit remains focussed on this 
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issue and all systems, both hospital and community based, have been activated to prioritise care 
for those most in need.

14/05/2013WRB03150Primary Care Centres Provision

14/05/2013WRB0320096. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the roll out of the promised 20 primary care centres at different locations across the State; 
the number and details of the additional primary care centres that are being provided by direct 
capital expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22557/13]

14/05/2013WRB0330014/05/2013WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Approximately 20 
of the 35 primary care centres locations announced under the infrastructure stimulus package 
in July 2012 will be offered to the market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and 
the HSE on active local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.   

The HSE is working with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) as required 
to progress the Primary Care Centre Public Private Partnership project.  The NDFA as a centre 
of expertise will be responsible for the delivery of the PPP project on behalf of the HSE, includ-
ing the management of the procurement phase and the provision of financial advice including 
a Value for Money assessment.   It has been reviewing the processes involved in procurement 
of PPP projects with a view to streamlining the process and delivering projects more quickly.  
The preparatory work for the primary care centre project which precedes the signing of any PPP 
agreements is well underway.    

While it is not possible, at this time, to give start and completion dates for any of the indi-
vidual 20 potential locations, the best estimate is that these primary care centres will be com-
pleted by late 2016.

The Minister for Health has approved the HSE’s Capital Plan 2013-2017.  The consent of 
the Minister of Public Expenditure and Reform is awaited after which the HSE will publish the 
details on its website.

14/05/2013WRB03350Services for People with Disabilities

14/05/2013WRB0340097. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the way he will ensure that the 
quality of life of persons with disabilities is enhanced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22590/13]

14/05/2013WRB03500123. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health his proposals to ensure that the 
quality of life of persons with disabilities is enhanced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22614/13]

14/05/2013WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 97 and 123 together.

The Government’s policy on disability services is based on a mainstreaming approach to the 
provision of services and supports, whereby people with disabilities have access to the same 
services as the general population, and in addition receive appropriate supports and interven-
tions to address individual needs.  This is embodied in the National Disability Strategy,which 
is the Government’s overarching policy on the most effective combination of legislation, poli-
cies, institutional arrangements and services to support and reinforce equal participation for all 
people with disabilities.
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The National Disability Strategy Implementation Group, which I am chairing, is in the 
process of drawing up an Implementation Plan   specifying actions across a number of depart-
ments, including the Department of Health. The National Disability Authority is at an advanced 
stage in the development of Disability Indicators which will allow real measurement of how 
the actions contained in the Plan translate into an enhanced quality of life for people with dis-
abilities.

With regard to services and supports which are under the aegis of the Department of Health, 
the implementation of the recommendations set out in the Value for Money (VFM) and Policy 
Review of Disability Services in Ireland and the VFM National Implementation Framework   
will enhance the quality of life of people with disabilities in the following ways: people with 
disabilities and their families will have more choice and flexibility in the services they receive 
and will have more control over how they access these services; services and supports will be 
tailored to meet individual need and will support greater independence and social inclusion; the 
move to individualised budgeting will be underpinned by a standardised needs assessment to 
ensure fairness and transparency in the way in which funding is allocated; supports and services 
will be delivered with greater equity, transparency and accountability and will be more cost ef-
fective.

During 2013 the HSE will manage and direct migration towards a person-centred supports 
model through demonstration projects initiated by service providers as proof of concept, which 
will run in parallel with current services. Their suitability for wider application will then be 
evaluated. The implementation processes underway in respect of the Congregated Settings Re-
port and the New Directions   (Adult Day Services) Report also fit within the overarching VFM 
implementation framework and will significantly enhance the lives of people with disabilities.

A HSE-led National implementation Group is developing a national plan and change pro-
gramme to progress the recommendations of the Congregated Settings Report   and transfer 
the 3,600 people with disabilities who live in these settings into the community over the next 
7 years.  As part of this process €1m has been transferred from the Health Vote to the Housing 
Vote to provide for the social housing costs of up to 150 people leaving institutions in 2013.

The recommendations in New Directions, the Report of the National Working Group for 
the Review of HSE-funded Adult Day Services,is guiding the reconfiguration and moderniza-
tion of HSE funded adult day services from a largely segregated group-delivered service to a 
personally chosen and socially inclusive model of supports. A National Implementation Work-
ing Group established by the HSE to oversee the implementation of the recommendations has 
developed a draft interim Quality Standards Framework for Day Services   with a  consultation 
process to commence in Quarter 3, 2013.

One of the key commitments in the Programme for Government  in relation to children and 
adults with disabilities is to put the National Standards for Residential Services for People with 
Disabilities   on a statutory footing and ensure that the services are inspected by the Health In-
formation and Quality Authority (HIQA). The standards outline what is expected of a provider 
of services and what a person with a disability, his or her family, and the public can expect to 
receive from residential care services.  They seek to ensure that vulnerable people with disabili-
ties in residential services are safeguarded and protected, and their quality of life is enhanced. 

Each section of the National Standards outline the specific standards for adults and children 
which aim to enhance the potential of people living in residential services in addition to en-
suring that their living space is of an appropriate standard.  The Standards focus on outcomes 
which empower people with disabilities at the different stages of their lives to participate in, 
and contribute to, activities which help them realise their full potential.  I am pleased to say that 
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I formally launched these standards earlier today.

Work is also continuing in the Department of Health on both the Registration and Inspec-
tion and Care and Welfare  regulations required to bring the standards into law. These are being 
developed taking into account the lessons learned from the introduction of similar regulations 
for nursing homes. HIQA’s additional staffing requirements have been approved and discus-
sions on the resources required to commence the regulatory regime are well advanced.  It is 
expected that the proposed registration and inspection regime will commence in Quarter 3 this 
year.

14/05/2013WRB03650Suicide Prevention

14/05/2013WRB0370098. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his policy for reducing suicide 
rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22615/13]

14/05/2013WRB03800108. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health the measures he is putting in place 
to tackle suicide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22597/13]

14/05/2013WRB03900644. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to set up a media 
campaign, similar to that of the road safety with the Road Safety Authority, targeting the pre-
vention of suicide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22527/13]

14/05/2013WRB04000691. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will strategically coordinate 
his Department, the Health Service Executive and the various suicide organisations, for exam-
ple, Console, Pieta House, Aware, Mental Health Awareness, South West Counselling, Living 
Links and many other proactive organisations regarding the prevention of suicide; if he will 
take immediate action to organise these various groups into a single cohesive unit in conjunc-
tion with the HSE whilst these groups still maintain their own identity and ownership of their 
specific organisation; if he will assist with funding and resources to ensure that the potential of 
this strategic coordination is harnessed, directed and targeted effectively to deal with the spiral-
ling phenomenon of suicide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22886/13]

14/05/2013WRB04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 98, 108, 644 and 691 together.

Suicide is a tragedy that we are constantly working to prevent and also working to give more 
support to the families affected.  Dealing with the current high levels of suicide and deliberate 
self-harm is a priority for this Government.  Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on 
Suicide Prevention makes a number of recommendations in relation to fast track referrals to 
community-based mental health services, effective response to deliberate self-harm, training, 
stigma reduction, etc.  Consequently, the HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) 
has developed a range of initiatives to support people who are suicidal and also supporting their 
families, friends and peers in recognising and responding appropriately to signs of emotional 
distress and suicidal thoughts.    

Funding for suicide prevention is provided to the NOSP by the HSE from its overall budget 
for mental health.  The annual budget for suicide prevention increased this year to over €13 
million.  Over €8 million of this is provided to the NOSP to fund voluntary and statutory agen-
cies delivering services in the area of prevention, intervention, postvention and research.   The 
remaining €5 million for suicide prevention is available regionally to fund HSE Resource Of-
ficers for Suicide Prevention, Self-Harm Liaison Nurses in Hospital Emergency Departments 
and local suicide prevention initiatives.
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The NOSP is reviewing its current activities to make the most of our available resources, 
including looking at best practice internationally to inform evidence-based policy decisions.  
This will result in a revised strategic approach for 2013 and will inform the final phase of the 
Reach Out Strategy,   which runs until 2014.   I expect that the HSE will approve the revised 
approach in the very near future.

A key part of the work of the NOSP is to create an awareness within the community of 
positive mental health and suicide prevention.  NOSP commissions major national media cam-
paigns and also sponsors non-statutory partners in their health promotion work.  The major 
NOSP campaigns include ‘Your Mental Health’ and ‘Let Someone Know’.  It also funds cam-
paigns targeted at specific groups within the community e.g. the farming community through 
Farm TV.   These programmes have been well evaluated in terms of impact.   The focus of these 
national campaigns is to assist the individual to understand the importance of looking after their 
mental health and to seek help at times of stress.

The NOSP is also involved in media monitoring to ensure that safe messages are communi-
cated through print media and has facilitated national standards on the reporting of suicide.  The 
NOSP has recently established a communication advisory group to assist with the development 
of a new communications strategy for suicide prevention and to promote positive mental health. 

Another function of the NOSP is to coordinate the activity of the many voluntary and statu-
tory agencies that are engaged in suicide prevention activities.  Currently the NOSP funds 26 
non-statutory agencies working in this area.  The relationship between NOSP and the non-
statutory groups is framed in Service Level Agreements.

It is vital that we ensure that this work is connected/interlinked and avoids duplication, is 
evidence and needs based and offers value for money.  In order to get maximum benefit from 
the investment in suicide prevention and ensure a coordinated response to the needs of those at 
risk of or affected by suicide, the NOSP will continue to coordinate the work of the many dif-
ferent voluntary, statutory and non-statutory organisations working in this area.  By promoting 
cross-organisational collaboration, the development of networks and partnerships, skills shar-
ing and service development, the NOSP hopes to maximise the impact of a suicide prevention 
and support network in Ireland, to ensure it reaches and responds effectively to people who are 
vulnerable.  The NOSP is currently working to integrate current programmes so as to reduce 
duplication within the sector, and provide a strategic framework for the coordination of the ex-
tensive range of actions in this area.

  Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 92.

14/05/2013WRB04250Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

14/05/2013WRB04300100. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
current situation in the accident and emergency department of Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9 in 
view of the fact that some citizens have been left waiting for more than 24 hours in accident and 
emergency for admission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22187/13]

14/05/2013WRB04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On my appointment as Minister for Health, 
I set out to address the issues which cause unacceptable delays in patients being treated in our 
hospitals. I established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which is working to unblock access 
to acute services by improving patient flow through the system, including Beaumont hospital. 
An intensive work programme is underway between the SDU’s liaison officers, the Clinical 
Programmes and Beaumont hospital teams. The SDU is satisfied that there is increased engage-
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ment at all levels in the hospital ensuring that emergency patients are seen in a timely manner, 
focussing on working to achieve the national targets for unscheduled care. There has been some 
improvement in reducing the number of patients waiting on trolleys.  Up to the beginning of 
May there were 248 less patients waiting on trolleys in comparison to 2012, representing an 
overall reduction of 8.9%.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy in relation to additional immediate 
steps being taken to reduce waiting times at the hospital,   as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

14/05/2013WRB04450Hospitals Expenditure

14/05/2013WRB04500101. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the way the cost of procedures 
in public hospitals here compares to the rest of the OECD; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22611/13]

14/05/2013WRB04600107. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that the cost of 
procedures in Irish public hospitals is the highest of all countries surveyed in the OECD; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22583/13]

14/05/2013WRB04700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 101 and 107 
together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

14/05/2013WRB04750Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRB04800102. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the additional resources 
that will be made available to existing children’s hospitals, including Temple Street, in view of 
the further delay in the delivery of the National Children’s Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22577/13]

14/05/2013WRB04900115. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the additional resources 
that will be made available to existing children’s hospitals, including Crumlin, in view of the 
further delay in the delivery of the National Children’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22578/13]

14/05/2013WRB05000117. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the additional resources that will be 
made available to existing children’s hospitals, including Tallaght, in view of the further delay 
in the delivery of the National Children’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22568/13]

14/05/2013WRB05100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 102, 115 
and 117 together.

The HSE National Service Plan which was submitted to me in December, and which I ap-
proved, sets out the quantum and type of health services to be provided in 2013 within the over-
all level of funding provided. The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services, set out in 
the Regional Plans, and to ensure that services are delivered within budget. 

The three children’s hospitals referred to, which will all transfer to the new children’s hospi-
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tal when built, have expressed their commitment to becoming a single service well before then. 
They are already working closely together, with a single Clinical Director across the three sites, 
to ensure optimisation of resources and facilities.

The establishment of a Children’s Hospital Group, which I announced last November, is an 
important further step towards that single service. The  Group will have a non-statutory Board 
of Direction which will oversee the integration of services across the three hospitals. Dr Jim 
Browne has been appointed as its Chair, and will work closely with the Chairs of the three exist-
ing hospitals, who have welcomed his appointment.

14/05/2013WRB05150Mental Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRB05200103. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health in relation to the filling of the 414 
posts for community mental health services committed to in the Health Service Executive Na-
tional Service Plan 2012, the number of these positions that have been filled by existing HSE 
staff members; the position regarding the back-filling of the positions these staff members have 
vacated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22569/13]

14/05/2013WRB05300585. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the progress 
being made in appointing new staff for community mental health services in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22191/13]

14/05/2013WRB05400587. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if there were delays in spend-
ing the budget allocated for community health services in 2012; if every effort will be made to 
ensure that the same delays are not experienced in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22193/13]

14/05/2013WRB05500600. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the additional staff 
funded in 2013 for mental health services have been recruited yet; if not, at what stage is their 
recruitment; and if the full funding for this project will be spent in 2013 [22270/13]

14/05/2013WRB05600601. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the promised additional community mental health staff; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22272/13]

14/05/2013WRB05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 103, 585, 587, 600 and 601 together.

In 2012, a special allocation of €35m was provided for mental health to be used primarily to 
further strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health 
services, to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of 
psychological and counselling services in primary care, and to facilitate the transfer of mental 
health service users from institutional to community based care.   414 posts were approved to 
implement this €35m package of special measures.  

Candidates for these new posts were asked on application to include details of their current 
employer.  However, at the appointment stage this data may not be current and cannot be vali-
dated.  Accordingly, it is not possible to indicate the number of the successful candidates who 
were already employed by the HSE.  

It is currently the responsibility of the HSE Regional Directors of Operations (RDO) to 
decide within the context of their current resources, whether to fill vacancies that may arise as 
a result of the appointment of an individual to the mental health development posts from 2012.  



Questions - Written Answers

16

Each RDO has been asked to consider favourably the backfilling of posts vacated by the ap-
pointment of individuals to new mental health development posts to ensure that the objective 
of enhancing General Adult and Child and Adolescent Community Mental Health Teams will 
be maintained.

As at 30th April, 2013, 383 of the 414 posts approved in 2012 have either been filled, are 
under offer or awaiting clearance.  The National Recruitment Service (NRS) of the HSE cre-
ates national panels in anticipation of vacancies.  On occasion however, it is difficult to fill 
some posts for various reasons including geographical location, international shortage of some 
grades, most notably clinical Psychologists etc.   The NRS  is currently working to ensure that  
the remaining posts will be filled as soon as possible, subject to appropriately qualified candi-
dates being available.  

Budgetary pressures within the HSE delayed the full utilisation of the 2012 funding, but this 
sum is available again this year along with a further additional €35m which was provided in 
Budget 2013 for the continued development of mental health services across a range of head-
ings, including the further ongoing development of community services.  477 posts have been 
approved to implement these measures.

Discussions took place within the HSE, and in consultation with the Department of Health, 
to finalise the allocation of these resources and commence recruitment.  In March, each of the 
four HSE regions were asked to submit a business case against each of the identified objectives 
detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and number of WTE to be recruited.   The 
business cases were submitted to the Office of the Assistant National Director Mental Health 
and examined to ensure that they were within the scope of the agreed objectives approved by 
the HSE Senior Management Team; the funding came within the allocation to the Region; the 
WTEs were within the allocation; there was clarity about the types of post to be recruited. 

Approval has issued to two of the Regions, HSE Dublin North East and HSE South and it 
is expected that approval will issue to the remaining two HSE Regions shortly.    When the Ap-
proval Letters issue, the Regional Directors of Operations will ensure that the necessary paper-
work is submitted to the NRS and the recruitment process will commence.  I have received as-
surances from the HSE that the recruitment process for the new posts being funded in 2013, and 
any outstanding  posts from the 414 approved in 2012, is being given priority within the HSE.

14/05/2013WRB05750Accident and Emergency Departments Waiting Times

14/05/2013WRB05800104. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the current figures in relation 
to accident and emergency waiting times and patients who are required to remain on trolleys 
before admission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22125/13]

14/05/2013WRB05900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment, I set 
out to address the issues which have been causing unacceptable delays in patients being treated 
in our hospitals. I established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), as set out in the Programme for 
Government. The SDU is working to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of 
patients through the system.  Since its establishment there have been significant improvements 
in the waiting times for unscheduled care against a background of reduced funding for health, 
reconfiguration of services and a very challenging economic climate 

By the end of 2012, the INMO reported 20,000 fewer people waiting on trolleys in Irish 
hospitals when compared to 2011 – an improvement of almost 24%. Progress has continued 
into 2013, as of 3 May 2013, the INMO reported 2,081 fewer patients on trolleys compared to 
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the same period in 2012 – an improvement of 7.6%

During the early months of 2013, the acute hospitals experienced unprecedented admission 
rates from their Emergency Departments. The Special Delivery Unit remains focussed on this 
issue and all systems, both hospital and community based, have been activated to prioritise care 
for those most in need.

14/05/2013WRB05950Hospital Complaints Procedures

14/05/2013WRB06000105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will assist a person (details 
supplied) whose spouse died 40 years ago giving birth in the Coombe Hospital, Dublin 8, and 
whose death was recorded as avoidable and the hospital responsible but nobody was ever held 
to account. [22385/13]

14/05/2013WRB06100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE has a well established procedure for 
managing feedback and complaints in relation to experiences of individuals and their families 
in our hospitals. The details of the formal complaints policy,  are available on the HSE  website, 
at www.hse.ie/eng/services/ysys/Complaint. In addition, advice and instructions for making 
complaints and feedback about a service or an individual may be found at www.healthcom-
plaints.ie. In accordance with this procedure, a complaint must be made in the first instance to 
the hospital in which the incident causing the complaint occurred. 

The HSE also has a National Advocacy Unit, their  role includes promoting  clear communi-
cation between health care providers and patients following an adverse event in health services, 
and mediation and facilitation for complaints handling. The Advocacy Unit also has a national 
role in liaising with the Office of the Ombudsman.  If an individual is not satisfied with the way 
their complaint was dealt with, a review can be sought from the HSE Director of Advocacy and 
the Ombudsman, whose details are set out below.  

HSE Director of Advocacy, Oak House, Millennium Park, Naas,Co Kildare  - Tel 1890 424 
555.

If an individual is not happy with the outcome of the review they  may request an indepen-
dent review  from the Office of the Ombudsman or Ombudsman for Children, whose details are 
set out below.

Office of the Ombudsman, 18, Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2, Tel 1890 223 030, Email: 
ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.ie.

In relation to this specific query, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly regarding 
the assistance that their National  Advocacy Service may be in a position to provide in relation 
to the queries you have raised.

14/05/2013WRB06150Hospital Procedures

14/05/2013WRB06200106. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that all 
publicly funded hospitals, regardless of their form of patronage or nominal religious denomina-
tion, are and will be required to provide treatments permissible under the law and that it will 
be unlawful for such hospitals, as institutions, to deny such treatments as required for the lives, 
health and well-being of patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22576/13]

14/05/2013WRB06300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy may wish to note Head 12 of 
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the General Scheme of the Protection of Life during Pregnancy Bill 2013 which provides a 
right to conscientious objection to health professionals.  However, this right does not extend to 
institutions.  It is the intention of the legislation that women will be able to access treatments 
permissible under the law.

  Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 101.

  Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 98.

14/05/2013WRC00150Health Services Issues

14/05/2013WRC00200109. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the recent 
cuts to services at St Michael’s House; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22627/13]

14/05/2013WRC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRC00350Long Stay Residential Units

14/05/2013WRC00400110. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health if he will explain his policy re-
garding the transfer of persons with disabilities living in long term residential homes, such as 
Cheshire Homes, to local authority housing; the financial rationale for this move; the way he 
intends to deal with concerns among many residents of these homes and their families that they 
will not be able to cope in independent living situations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22629/13]

14/05/2013WRC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Report 
“Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion” proposes 
a new model of support in the community moving people from Congregated settings to the 
community in line with Government policy.  The Report identifies that around 4,000 people 
(based on the 2008 census) with disabilities in Ireland live in congregated settings, defined as 
a residential setting where people live with ten or more people.  It found that not withstand-
ing the commitment and initiative of dedicated staff and management, a significant number of 
people were still experiencing institutional living conditions where they lacked basic privacy 
and dignity and lived their lives apart from any community and families.  The HSE has estab-
lished a National Implementation Group on Congregated Settings under the auspices of the 
National Consultative Forum, which is comprised of representatives from the HSE, Disability 
Umbrella Groups and service user representative organisations.  This group is developing the 
implementation plan that will be rolled out at a regional and local level in full consultation with 
the appropriate stakeholders. 

The implementation of the report poses significant challenges to many stake holders, in-
cluding clients, families, disability service providers, the HSE, various Departments, statutory 
bodies and representative organisations.  It will require a need for a major change programme.  
This radical change is not the sole responsibility of the HSE but rather a collaborative respon-
sibility shared between the person with a disability, their family and carers, a multiplicity of 
agencies, the Government and society as a whole.  To ensure the needs of people transitioning 
from congregated settings are fully taken into account during the process, the model of care 
for individuals will be based on a person-centred plan.  This may change over time in line 
with an individual’s needs and circumstances and the model of service delivery applicable at 
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a particular time.  The Report recognises a seven-year timeframe for the implementation of its 
recommendations.  However, this timeframe should be treated with caution as there are a num-
ber of complexities involved due to multidimensional elements of implementation including, 
individual choice of accommodation, living arrangements and location, funding, and the future 
role of staff, training and skill mix.

The National Housing Strategy for People with Disability 2011-2016 provides for Govern-
ment policy in relation to the deinstitutionalisation of people with physical, intellectual and 
mental health disabilities.  This Strategy forms part of a coherent framework, in conjunction 
with the Government’s mental health policy, A Vision for Change and the Report of the HSE 
Working Group on Congregated Settings, to support people with disabilities within communi-
ties with maximum independence and choice.  As part of this process, some €1 million has 
been transferred from the Health Vote to the Housing Vote to provide for the ring-fenced social 
housing costs of up to 150 people leaving disability or mental health institutions in 2013.  Those 
units will be additional to the overall social housing supports which are expected to be delivered 
through all supply mechanisms in 2013.   As the specific queries about Cheshire Homes raised 
by the Deputy are service issues, they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRC00550Respite Care Services

14/05/2013WRC00600111. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the number of Health Service 
Executive respite care beds in the State at present and the number in 2010; if there are plans to 
increase the number of such beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22574/13]

14/05/2013WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRC00750Patient Transport Provision

14/05/2013WRC00800112. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will explain the ending of the 
transport service provided for patients in nursing homes to attend hospital appointments; and 
the action he will take regarding same. [22384/13]

14/05/2013WRC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Patient transport is the responsibility of the 
HSE.  However, people attending outpatient and hospital appointments are, in general, expected 
to make their own travel arrangements, using private or scheduled public transport.  The excep-
tions are for dialysis, cancer (radiotherapy and chemotherapy) and post-operative transplant 
patients, where transport may be provided.  In these cases, the patient’s appointment or treat-
ment should be directly related to the treatment.  Transport may also be provided where, in the 
clinician’s view, the patient would be unable to make the journey without clinical assistance or 
where the patient must be transported on a stretcher.  Following implementation of the HSE’s 
non-ambulance patient transport policy, responsibility for the arrangement and provision of 
non-ambulance transport has moved from the HSE National Ambulance Service to local health 
offices in each region.  If a patient or his or her clinician considers that transport is required, the 
local health office should be contacted.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, 
as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRC00950Hospital Accommodation Provision
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14/05/2013WRC01000113. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when the Higgins report 
on hospital reconfiguration will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22605/13]

14/05/2013WRC01100142. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when the Higgins report will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22567/13]

14/05/2013WRC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 113 and 142 
together.

We know that the traditional practice of providing as many services as possible in every 
hospital is neither sustainable nor safe.  The formation of Irish acute hospitals into a small 
number of groups, each with its own governance and management, will provide an optimum 
opportunity for hospital services to be configured to deliver high-quality, safe patient care in a 
cost-effective manner.  Professor John Higgins chaired a Strategic Board on the establishment 
of Hospital Groups.  I have received his report, which is based on a comprehensive consultation 
process and contains almost 60 recommendations on the formation, management and gover-
nance of hospital groups, all of which are strongly endorsed by the Strategic Board.  I appreci-
ate that this report and the related Government decision were anxiously awaited.  As this is the 
most radical and most fundamental modernisation of our health system infrastructure since the 
State’s foundation, I took very seriously my obligation to consider the report closely and to as-
sure myself and my Cabinet colleagues that it provides a robust basis to enable timely access 
to a high-quality and sustainable hospital service for those who need it.  The Deputy will be 
pleased to learn that I submitted the report to the Government this morning for its consideration 
and decision.  The report has been accepted.  I will be publishing the report later this afternoon, 
together with the smaller hospitals framework.

14/05/2013WRC01250Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRC01300114. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to ad-
dress the excessive waiting times for outpatient appointments across our hospital system; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22555/13]

14/05/2013WRC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2012 the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund (NTPF) initiated a national project to compile, for the first time, an Outpatient Waiting 
List database based on patient-level information from individual hospitals.  Collaborating with 
individual hospitals, the SDU together with the NTPF and the HSE have developed the OP wait-
ing list minimum dataset that allows for this data to be submitted to the NTPF from hospitals 
on a weekly basis.  This builds on the work previously undertaken by the HSE Outpatient Data 
Quality Programme.  Clear data on the OPD waiting list is now being reported for the first time, 
and is published on www.ntpf.ie.  The waiting list for outpatients is updated monthly.  The data 
show numbers waiting over the various time-bands for a first appointment at a consultant-led 
clinic.  In a further enhancement of the reporting, future updates will for the first time include 
numbers reported by specialty in addition to the breakdown by hospital.

The total number of people waiting on the out-patient waiting list as at 3 May 2013, as ad-
vised by the NTPF, is 376,751.  This is a reduction of 7,881 in comparison with the NTPF pub-
lished figures to March 2013.  The data also shows that of the total number of people waiting, 
some 199,513 (52.6%) are waiting less than six months and almost 278,666 (74%) are waiting 
less than 12 months.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has been set of 12 months for 
a first time consultant-led outpatient appointment and this is reflected in the HSE Service Plan.  
Currently, the focus is on hospitals continuing the validation of waiting lists. All hospitals have 
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been engaged in this process which is anticipated to be complete by mid-May 2013.

Reforming the delivery of outpatient services is being addressed through the Outpatient 
Service Performance Improvement Programme.  This Programme encompasses the HSE, SDU, 
the NTPF and all hospitals providing outpatient services.  It is a national programme being 
implemented between 2012 and 2015.  The overall aim of the programme is to ensure timely, 
appropriate access to OP services so that the most appropriate member of the clinical team sees 
the right patient at the right time.  Key elements of this large programme of reform will include 
ongoing validation of waiting lists, the systematic and standardised management of referrals 
from primary care, a reduction in unacceptably high “do not attend” rates and appropriate dis-
charging from OP services when clinically appropriate to do so.

Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 102.

14/05/2013WRC01550General Practitioner Services

14/05/2013WRC01600116. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the reason that free primary 
care for people with long-term illnesses has yet to be introduced in view of the commitment 
contained in the Programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22621/13]

14/05/2013WRC01700120. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if legislation is currently being 
drafted to extend free general practitioner care to any section of the population; and if he will 
outline the scope of the legislation [22571/13]

14/05/2013WRC01800122. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the time frame for honouring the 
Programme for Government commitments with regard to general practitioner care; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22617/13]

14/05/2013WRC01900131. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the introduction 
of free general practitioner care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22593/13]

591.  Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the estimated full cost 
of implementing free general practitioner care to the full population; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.

14/05/2013WRC02000655. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will outline precisely 
the way the commitment in the Programme for Government to introduce free primary health 
care for persons with long term illnesses will be achieved in view of the current failure to imple-
ment such a policy; if, in view of these difficulties, he expects similar obstacles to introducing 
a universal healthcare system as stated in the Programme for Government; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22651/13]

14/05/2013WRC02100680. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will detail the reasons 
general practitioner cards have not been provided to those with a long term illness as set out in 
the Programme for Government; the reason for the ongoing delay in delivering on this com-
mitment; the reason the deadlines set out  for deliverance on this issue have continually been 
broken; the current status of the plans to extend the GP card scheme to those with long term 
illness; if his attention has been drawn to the hardship being caused to those with a long term 
illness who are forced to pay for free GP care at present; if free GP care will be extended to all 
members of the public as stated in the Programme for Government; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22809/13]
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14/05/2013WRC02200693. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of reports that his 
Department will drop the granting of general practitioner cards for persons with long term ill-
nesses, the alternative provisions he will introduce to reduce the costs for those with long term 
illnesses; and when he intends to introduce free primary care to those with long term illnesses; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22919/13]

14/05/2013WRC02300702. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the current position regard-
ing availability of free general practitioner care services; the extent to which costing has been 
done; the way such issues are likely to affect the budgetary situation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23018/13]

14/05/2013WRC02400703. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the total 
cost of free general practitioner services has been evaluated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23019/13]

14/05/2013WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 116, 120, 122, 131, 655, 680, 693, 702 and 703 together.

The Government is committed to introducing, on a phased basis, a universal GP service 
without fees within its first term of office, as set out in the Programme for Government and 
the Future Health strategy framework.  This policy constitutes a fundamental element in the 
Government’s health reform programme.  There has been no change to the Government’s over-
arching commitment to this goal.  This Government is the first in the history of the State to 
have committed itself to implementing a universal GP service for the entire population.  Having 
examined the progress made in the universal GP care plan, it became clear that the legal and ad-
ministrative framework required to provide a robust basis for eligibility for a GP service based 
on having a particular medical condition is likely to be overly complex and bureaucratic for a 
short-term arrangement.  Relatively complex primary legislation would be required in order to 
provide a GP service to a person on the basis of their having a particular illness.  The assess-
ment system for such an approach would have to be robust, objective and auditable in order to 
have the confidence of this House as well as the general public.  This legislation would have to 
address how a person could be certified as having such an illness, and who could do this, and 
how to select the diagnostic basis for medical conditions.  As well as primary legislation, there 
would be a need for secondary legislation to give full effect to this approach for each condition.  
While it would not be impossible to achieve this, it would take several months more to finalise 
the primary legislation, followed then by the preparation of statutory instruments.  In my view, 
this would entail putting in place a cumbersome legal and administrative infrastructure to deal 
with what is only a temporary first phase on the way to universal GP service to the entire popu-
lation. 

The Cabinet Committee on Health has discussed the issues relating to the delay in the initial 
step of the roll-out of the universal GP service.  In doing so, it has considered the importance 
of weighing the balance between, on the one hand, resolving the legal issues but with a fur-
ther delay and, on the other hand, with the need to bring forward an important Programme for 
Government commitment with the minimum of further delay.  No decision has been taken by 
the Cabinet Committee or by Government on changing the first step of the plan to extend GP 
care without fees to persons with chronic illnesses.  Instead, it has been agreed that we should 
prepare and set out a number of alternative options with regard to the phased implementation of 
a universal GP service without fees.  The Minister, Deputy Reilly, and I expect to report back 
to the Cabinet Committee in the near future.  As part of this work, consideration will be given 
to the approaches, timing and financial implications of the phased implementation this univer-
sal health service.  The Government has already made clear its commitment to delivering on 
the implementation of a GP service for the entire population by providing additional financial 
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resources in the two most recent budgets.  The HSE Vote now contains funding of €30 million 
for this year for an initial phase of the provision of GP services as part of this Programme for 
Government commitment.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 102.

Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 83.

14/05/2013WRC02750Health Services Staff Issues

14/05/2013WRC02800119. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 679 of 16 October 2012, the number of the 150 posts promised for child and adolescent 
mental health services that are now in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22573/13]

14/05/2013WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): In 2012, a 
special allocation of €35 million was provided for mental health to be used primarily to further 
strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, 
to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological 
and counselling services in primary care and to facilitate the transfer of mental health service 
users from institutional to community based care.  Some 414 posts were approved to implement 
the €35 million package of special measures.  As at 29 April last, some 122 of the designated 
150 posts for Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services have been filled, are under offer 
or awaiting clearance.  The National Recruitment Service (NRS) of the HSE creates national 
panels in anticipation of vacancies.  On occasion, however, it is difficult to fill some posts for 
various reasons including geographical location, international shortage of some grades, most 
notably clinical Psychologists etc.  The NRS is working to ensure the remaining posts will be 
filled as soon as possible, subject to appropriately qualified candidates being available.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 116.

14/05/2013WRD00175Health Services Expenditure

14/05/2013WRD00200121. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the 
Health Service Executive will reach its budget targets for 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22607/13]

14/05/2013WRD00300144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the Health 
Service Executive will reach its budget targets for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22616/13]

14/05/2013WRD00400704. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will give an assurance 
that budgetary cuts he and his Department are forced to undertake arising the Memorandum of 
Understanding will not damage the structure of the health services to such an extent as to make 
the delivery of services impossible; if he will carefully review the needs and requirements of 
each sector throughout the health services in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23020/13]

14/05/2013WRD00500708. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which it is 
intended and expected to apply savings across the health services in such a way as to ensure that 
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extra cost-cutting is not required towards the end of the year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23024/13]

14/05/2013WRD00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 121, 144, 
704 and 708 together.

2013 is another challenging year for the Health Sector and the Government had to take a 
number of tough measures to ensure that the most vulnerable were protected and front line 
services maintained to the greatest extent possible. The health services has already achieved 
significant progress in “doing more with less” and in providing various flexibilities in line with 
the Croke Park agreement to date. There has been a significant reduction in the cost base of the 
health services over the last few years, and yet the level of service has either been maintained 
or increased.  We are cutting the cost of services, not the services.  Even after the considerable 
reduction in the cost base over the last few years, further substantial cost extraction is required, 
with €781m in savings to be achieved this year. Significant savings have been targeted in rela-
tion to the cost of prescribed drugs and medicines.  A new agreement with the Irish Pharmaceu-
tical Healthcare Association will provide savings in excess of €400m over the next three years.  
This will mean significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs, as well as a reduction in 
the drugs bill to the State.  

The level of health services to be delivered within the available funding is set out in the 
Service Plan. The Plan also sets out the measures required to fund unavoidable pressures and 
commitments made under the Programme for Government. Significant reductions in drug ex-
penditures will be required and maximising the potential for pay savings under the Croke Park 
Agreement is critical in achieving the savings target.  Every budget holder must achieve the 
expenditure targets set at the start of the year, and in line with the National Service Plan, the Re-
gional Service Plans were prepared in the context of the challenges faced by the health services 
in terms of reduced staffing levels, and a reduced budget, combined with increasing demand 
for services. 

My Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the HSE are work-
ing collaboratively on the Financial Improvement Programme with a view to strengthening the 
Health Service Executive’s financial and performance management and reporting systems dur-
ing 2013. Notwithstanding this, there is ongoing and intensive engagement each month between 
officials from my Department and the HSE in the context of regular monitoring of expenditure. 
The HSE’s Performance Report, which is published every month, provides an overall analysis 
of key performance data from Finance, HR, Hospital and Primary & Community Services. The 
activity data reported is based on Performance Activity and Key Performance Indicators out-
lined in the HSE National Service Plan.

The position at the end of the first quarter is showing a €27m deficit in income and expen-
diture terms.  When account is taken of timing issues around the phasing of budgets and the 
shortfall in retirees to date , there is a core deficit of €11m. Projections to year end based on 1st 
Quarter data are being finalised by the HSE at present, in tandem with the detailed assessment 
of performance. The scale of the risk and challenge in achieving financial breakeven by year 
end remains significant as predicted in the NSP 2013 and will increase if there is an absence of 
continued and improved flexibility under the Croke Park Agreement.

  Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 116.

  Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 97.

14/05/2013WRD00688Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision
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14/05/2013WRD00700124. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided 
for the neuro-rehabilitation plan published in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22580/13]

14/05/2013WRD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Depart-
ment of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE) have developed and published the 
“National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services in Ireland 
2011 - 2015”. In addition, the HSE is developing its Rehabilitation Medicine Programme within 
the Clinical Strategy and Programmes Directorate.  The Report is the overarching policy on 
neuro-rehabilitation services and includes proposals for a framework for the future of neuro-
rehabilitation services in Ireland, including key elements such as: 

 - guiding principles;

 - implementation structure;

 - methodology for implementation; and

 - information and communication.

The Report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to me-
dium term has to be on re-configuration of services, structures and resources and the enhance-
ment of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.

 The key priority areas, as identified in the HSE’s National Operational Plan for 2013 are to:

 - Map and develop Integrated Service Area level rehabilitation networks; and

 - implement the model of care for rehabilitation services within the networks with a focus 
on community rehabilitation.

The work involved to progress networks and teams will require to be flexible and responsive 
to the areas identified and to their specific service profiles.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has been working in collaboration with the Na-
tional Disability Unit as part of an expert Working Group planning for the implementation of 
the Report.  The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has incorporated key elements of the 
Report into its own Model of Care and adopted the Strategy’s recommendation of “hub and 
spoke” model for specialist rehabilitation services and is keen to progress with a comprehensive 
model for the continuation of such service into the community.  This co-operation will continue 
in 2013.

14/05/2013WRD00850Nursing Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRD00900125. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses who have 
now taken up the two year contract at reduced pay; if he will replace the scheme with the nec-
essary recruitment of nurses on regular pay scales and employment conditions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22562/13]

14/05/2013WRD01000127. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he still proposes to 
continue with the graduate nurse recruitment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22602/13]

14/05/2013WRD01100630. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his plans to end the dis-
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criminatory practices in salary scales for graduate nurses; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22416/13]

14/05/2013WRD01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 125, 127 
and 630 together.

A major objective of this scheme was to put in place more cost-effective service delivery 
arrangements, having regard to the high rates of expenditure on agency staffing and overtime. 
Applications from graduate nurses and midwives under the scheme will continue to be accepted 
by the HSE.  In line with normal practice, the HSE will aim to facilitate applicants with offers 
of appointment to posts in the part of the country for which they have expressed a preference.

The scheme was introduced on the assumption that intake would be spread over an extended 
timeframe, especially since the scheme was being introduced some months after most 2012 
graduates completed their training. The HSE has decided that applications for Phase 1, covering 
registered general nurses for the Acute Hospital setting and the Community, will be accepted 
on a rolling basis for 2012 graduates, and also those who graduated in 2010 and 2011.  Phase 
2, which covers General, Mental Health, Intellectual Disability and Midwifery Mental Health, 
Intellectual Disability, Midwifery launched in mid-February. To date eight graduate nurses have 
taken up employment in two locations.  A further five have start dates agreed for June.  Recruit-
ment will continue during 2013 and encompass those who will be graduating in the Autumn.

14/05/2013WRD01250Thalidomide Victims Compensation

14/05/2013WRD01300126. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if he will meet representatives 
of the Irish Thalidomide Survivors’ Society to discuss the details of his proposed Health Care 
Protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22620/13]

14/05/2013WRD01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have asked senior officials from my De-
partment to invite the Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society to a meeting as soon as this can be 
arranged.  Senior officials have also very recently met with representatives of the Irish Thalido-
mide Association.  It is my hope that a way forward can be found to address issues arising for 
both groups.

  Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 125.

14/05/2013WRD01475Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Working Conditions

14/05/2013WRD01500128. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the working 
conditions of non-consultant hospital doctors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22589/13]

14/05/2013WRD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is committed to achieving 
compliance with the European Working Time Directive in respect of non-consultant hospital 
doctors (NCHDs) by 2014. I have emphasised to the HSE the high priority the Government and 
I attach to this issue, and also the need to address NCHDs working conditions more generally.

The Health Service Executive’s Service Plan for 2013 specifically recognises the need to 
address EWTD compliance as a priority, stating that there will be a particular focus in the acute 
hospital service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working Time Directive 
amongst the non-consultant hospital doctor workforce, in line with the Implementation Plan 
submitted to the Commission in 2012.
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A key priority for the HSE in 2013 will be a further reduction of average weekly hours 
worked and also a reduction in the duration of shifts undertaken. The Executive is bringing 
a strong and particular focus to the achievement of compliance with the Directive.  New and 
demanding targets and timescales have been issued to hospital managers and clinical direc-
tors and progress on a site-by-site basis will be assessed against these.  The HSE has recently 
established a national group chaired by a senior executive to bring a clear and urgent focus to: 
implementation of the Directive, assessment of performance and site-by-site accountability for 
change. The HSE is also conscious of the need to implement other measures to improve the 
working conditions of NCHDs, including protection of training time, the implementation of 
formal bleep policies and the transfer of tasks often inappropriately undertaken by NCHDs to 
more appropriate staff.

I am satisfied that the HSE is making every effort to improve the working hours of NCHDs 
and to implement other measures to improve their working conditions which will in turn facili-
tate the provision of improved and safer delivery of services to patients.

14/05/2013WRD01650Hospital Staff

14/05/2013WRD01700129. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will consider request-
ing the Health Information and Quality Authority to immediately conduct an assessment of 
staffing levels at all acute hospitals in the State to determine if there are sub-optimal levels 
of care being provided and significant risk to patient outcomes; if he has determined a basic 
staffing-patient ratio below which patient care would be severely compromised; and if so, if he 
will publish this information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22630/13]

14/05/2013WRD01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Under the Health Act 2007 the Health Infor-
mation and Quality Authority (HIQA) is responsible for monitoring the quality and safety of 
health and personal social care services and investigating as necessary serious concerns about 
the health and welfare of people who use these services.  In cases where HIQA believes that 
there is a serious risk to the health and welfare of healthcare service users, then HIQA may un-
dertake an investigation into the safety, quality and standards of healthcare services. 

In June 2012 HIQA published the National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare. These 
national standards provide the building blocks for quality and safety throughout the healthcare 
system, creating a common understanding of what is required with regard to the quality and 
safety of services provided. The HSE is continuing to work with hospitals in preparation for the 
monitoring process against the National Standards which will be commenced by HIQA later 
this year. 

Effective service delivery requires processes to ensure that there will be sufficient staff 
available at the right time and with the right skills to deliver high-quality care.  The focus of 
health service management is on ensuring that all critical and essential services are protected 
and are provided in a safe manner.

The Government has determined that, in line with its commitment to reduce the size of the 
public service, health sector employment numbers must be reduced substantially in 2013 and 
2014.  Spending on health services will also have to be very tightly controlled. However, the 
HSE can make critical staff appointments when necessary.  

The Public Service Agreement has been crucial to the health service’s ability to manage 
through the very difficult circumstances of recent years.  The flexibility and adaptability shown 
by staff has meant that even with reducing staff numbers, service levels have largely been main-
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tained and indeed performance in relation to Emergency Departments and hospital waiting lists 
has markedly improved.

14/05/2013WRD01850Primary Care Centres Provision

14/05/2013WRD01900130. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a 
progress report on the proposal to develop a primary care centre at Carrickmacross, County 
Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22556/13]

14/05/2013WRD02000629. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 235 of 2 May 2013, if he will provide a progress report on the proposal to 
develop a primary care centre at Carrickmacross, County Monaghan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22412/13]

14/05/2013WRD02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 130 and 629 together.

The delivery of primary care infrastructure is a dynamic process and must take account of 
changing circumstances including the feasibility of implementing the delivery of the centres by 
means of lease, direct- build or PPP.   GP engagement and agreement to deliver primary care 
services from primary care centres is central to delivery of the necessary infrastructure. Regard-
less of the method of delivery or deprivation ranking, locations cannot be progressed unless 
there is committed GP engagement.  Carrickmacross is one of the 35 potential locations for pri-
mary care centres to be developed by means of the Public Private Partnership (PPP) project as 
announced in the July 2012 Infrastructure Stimulus Package.   Of the 35, approximately 20 will 
be offered to the market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on active 
local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.

Delivery of health care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore the Deputy’s question 
has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 131 answered with Question No. 116.

14/05/2013WRD02175Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRD02200132. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the position regarding plans for 
the development of rehabilitation services at Roscommon County Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22387/13]

14/05/2013WRD02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply.

14/05/2013WRD02350Health Services Expenditure

14/05/2013WRD02400133. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the scope of 
the cuts he proposes to impose on health services, other than staff pay cuts, during 2014 and 
2015; if he has carried out an impact analysis of such cuts to date since 2008; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22561/13]
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14/05/2013WRD02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The level of funding available for the health 
budget for 2014 has not yet been determined, and the extent of any savings required will be 
considered as part of the Estimates and budgetary process later this year. Deliberations by the 
Government on the expenditure allocations for next year and 2015 are likely to continue up un-
til Budget time. As with previous Budgets, the difficult financial position facing the Exchequer 
will obviously require very careful management across all areas of expenditure.

There has been a significant reduction in the cost base of the health services over the last 
few years, and yet the level of service has either been maintained or increased.  We are cutting 
the cost of services, not the services.  This has been, and will continue to be, achieved through 
efficiencies and re-configuration under the existing Croke Park Agreement. Significant savings 
have been achieved to date in relation to the cost of pharmaceuticals and professional fees, 
thereby reducing the cost of the PCRS without affecting the clients.  The agreement reached 
with the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) will provide savings in excess of 
€400m over the next three years.  This will mean significant reductions for patients in the cost 
of drugs, as well as a reduction in the drugs bill to the State. 

The reductions in the cost base over the last number of years have largely been required 
to meet unavoidable pressures within the health system, along with Programme for Govern-
ment commitments, for which no additional funding was available from the Central Exchequer.  
Within the overall expenditure reduction, additional funding was made available to address key 
policy priorities in services for older people, disability, cancer, child protection and suicide. 
Furthermore, additional numbers of medical cards as a result of the economic crisis along with 
the development of primary care and mental health services all had to be met from the reduced 
level of funding available for the health sector.  Achieving this, whilst maintaining the level of 
services provided is evidence of the  significant progress in reducing the cost of services in the 
health sector. 

My Department and the HSE will continue to work on the Health Reform Programme, 
which is a central element of the Programme for Government and critical to providing a health 
service which is fair to patients, gives them access when they need it and delivers value for 
money for the taxpayer.

Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 89.

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 83.

14/05/2013WRD02588National Children’s Hospital Status

14/05/2013WRD02600136. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
current status of the new National Children’s Hospital project; the current indicative timetable 
for the project including when the tendering process and construction phases will begin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22188/13]

14/05/2013WRD02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The new children’s hospital is a key com-
mitment in the Programme for Government and the largest project within the current Capital 
Plan.  The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) is the body charged 
with building the hospital. Following detailed consideration of the project management and 
governance structures required to deliver the project as quickly as possible and to the highest 
quality, I intend to restructure the NPHDB so that its sole focus is on planning, designing, build-
ing and equipping the new hospital. I am currently considering the necessary appointments to 
the NPHDB to ensure that it has the expertise needed to deal with this very large and complex 
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capital project. 

In the interim, senior  officials from my Department and the HSE were appointed to the 
NPHDB in January 2013. The priorities for this transitional Board has been on reconciling the 
brief with the new site, site preparation, close-out of existing contracts and new procurement 
processes.  A joint group involving the HSE and St James’s Hospital are meeting regularly to 
progress the enabling and decant work required; a shared services group is in place focusing on 
identifying the facilities which can be shared so as to optimise the build; and a review of urgent 
care centre(s) configuration is underway and is expected to be complete within the coming 
weeks. The latter is key to finalising the scale of the facilities required on the St James’s campus 
and informing the design. 

Work on developing a detailed project timeline is continuing, recognising the urgency and 
priority attached to the project, as well as its scale and complexity.  In the short-term, the con-
tract notice for the procurement of a new design team is expected to be published in the coming 
weeks. The aim is to have the new design team in place as soon as possible, while complying in 
the tendering process with EU directives and national guidelines on procurement. The aim is to 
secure planning permission by December 2014.  

In addition to a new building, the new children’s hospital entails the coming together of 
three existing paediatric hospitals (Temple Street, Crumlin and Tallaght). An important step in 
this regard is the establishment of a Children’s Hospital Group, involving the three hospitals.  
The Group will have a non-statutory Board of Direction which will oversee the integration of 
services across the three hospitals. The Children’s Hospital Group will also act as client for the 
capital project, and will lead on service transfer planning, human resource planning, philanthro-
py etc., functions which were previously within the remit of the NPHDB.  Dr Jim Browne has 
been appointed as its Chair, and will work closely with the Chairs of the three existing hospitals, 
who have welcomed his appointment. 

This project is of huge importance for the provision of acute paediatric services for all 
children in Ireland and is a priority for me and for this Government. No effort will be spared in 
ensuring the swiftest possible completion, with optimal design and value for money. 

14/05/2013WRD02750Nursing Home Accommodation

14/05/2013WRD02800137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he 
continues to monitor the retention and development of nursing homes in the public sector; if 
his attention has been drawn to the suggestions that upgrading and refurbishments are some-
times excessively costly leading to a danger of closure; if he will ensure that the maximisation 
of available accommodation is achieved and continues to be a central mission objective; if he 
will further ensure that all works undertaken are necessary and in the long-term interest of the 
institution and the care and welfare of its patients; if he will ensure that piecemeal stripping out 
of elements of service in a self-serving way is not allowed to continue in any public nursing 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22500/13]

14/05/2013WRD02900709. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which he 
will continue to support public sector nursing homes and hospitals caring for older persons in 
view of the high quality of service available to the public sector, notwithstanding competition 
from the private sector; if he will ensure that the application of standards by Health Informa-
tion Quality Authority are not used as a means to increase the costs in the public sector over the 
private sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23025/13]
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14/05/2013WRD03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 137 and 709 together.

These are challenging times for the Health Service Executive in respect of all services.  In 
the case of Community Nursing Units, these include challenges regarding staffing, funding and 
the age and structure of its units.   For 2013 the quantum and type of health services to be deliv-
ered within the available funding has been set out in the HSE National Service Plan. Minister 
Reilly approved and laid a copy of the Plan before both Houses of the Oireachtas earlier this 
year.

If it becomes necessary for an older person to move to a nursing home, their safety and 
well–being is of paramount concern.  We have to ensure that the highest standards of care are 
provided to all residents in a safe and secure environment, and that we meet the needs of those 
who require our services in the very best way possible. I believe that patient safety and quality 
assurance in nursing homes is secured by setting quality standards, reinforced by Regulations 
that specify how the best services possible can be delivered in an effective and appropriate way. 
The National Quality Standards referred to by the Deputy apply to all nursing homes, both 
public and private.

Recent capital investment has brought about a significant improvement in the standard of 
facilities across all care programmes including Services for Older People. Between 2006 and 
2012 approximately €508m capital funding was invested in infrastructure, including CNUs, 
which supports the delivery of Services for Older People.  In order to comply on an on-going 
basis with regulatory requirements, the HSE is now concentrating on the refurbishment and 
upgrade of existing accommodation.  Accommodation which requires the least investment to 
comply with the regulatory requirements will be refurbished first. This will achieve the greatest 
number of compliant beds for the available funding.

Any capital development must be considered in the context of the multi-annual HSE capital 
programme which is developed over a rolling five year period.  In drawing up its capital pro-
gramme, the HSE is required to prioritise capital infrastructure within its overall capital funding 
allocation, taking into account the programme’s capital commitments and costs of completion 
over the multi-annual period.  It is essential to assess all projects, other than those where exist-
ing contractual commitments are in place, on their merits to ensure that the limited capital fund-
ing available goes to those developments which are of highest national importance.

Both myself and my colleague, Minister Reilly are committed to the provision of a quality 
public nursing home service. Our overall objective is to protect the viability of as many units 
as possible, within the funding and staffing resources available.  The Department is working 
closely with the HSE to develop an overall plan regarding future public provision for the Min-
ister’s consideration.  The plan will reflect regional need and have regard to the current severe 
financial constraints, restrictions on public sector staffing and recruitment and the on-going 
need to meet service and safety standards; all of which pose challenges for community nursing 
units across the country.

14/05/2013WRD03050Accident and Emergency Departments Closures

14/05/2013WRD03100138. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene to 
reverse the decision to close the Emergency Department at Loughlinstown Hospital, County 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22579/13]

14/05/2013WRD03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): St. Columcille’s provides joint acute hospital 
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services with St. Vincent’s and St Michael’s, Dun Laoghaire. Together, they provide a range of 
services for the catchment of Dublin South-East and Wicklow, across three sites in a collabora-
tive arrangement.  Smaller hospitals, such as St Columcille’s hospital, need to be supported 
within a hospital group, for the safe management of patients who present with varying levels of 
complexity, for education and training, continuous professional development and the sustain-
able recruitment of high quality clinical staff.  The establishment of hospital groups will ensure 
that St Columcille’s is guaranteed a central role in the future delivery of good quality care for 
patients.

  Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A Framework for Development   offers clear 
information about the role of our smaller hospitals and what they will do in the future.  While 
the Framework focusses in particular on the role of nine smaller hospitals, including St Col-
mcille’s,  which have been the subject of particular attention from the Health Information and 
Quality Authority, the principles behind it will apply to all smaller hospitals.  In developing 
the Framework, the Government is clear that (i) there is an important future role for smaller 
hospitals, in which they will provide services for more patients, not fewer; (ii) no acute hospital 
will close, and (iii) safety issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, 
by providing the right type of service, for the right patient in the right setting.  This framework 
will demonstrate clearly that the future of smaller hospitals is secure.  It outlines the need for 
smaller hospitals and larger hospitals to operate together and therefore is intrinsically linked to 
the on-going work regarding the development of hospital groups. 

We know that the traditional practice of providing as many services as possible in every 
hospital is neither sustainable nor safe.   Professor John Higgins chaired a strategic board on the 
establishment of hospital groups and I have received his report, which is based on a compre-
hensive consultation process and contains almost 60 recommendations on the formation, man-
agement and governance of hospital groups, all of which are strongly endorsed by the Strategic 
Board.  The formation of Irish acute hospitals into a small number of groups, each with its own 
governance and management, will provide opportunity for hospital services to be configured to 
deliver high-quality, safe patient care in a cost-effective manner.

I appreciate that both of the reports and the related government decision are anxiously 
awaited. However, this is the most radical and most fundamental modernisation of our acute 
health system infrastructure since the State’s foundation and I took very seriously my obligation 
to consider the reports closely, to assure myself and my Cabinet colleagues that they provide a 
robust basis to enable timely access to a high quality and sustainable hospital service for those 
who need it. 

The Deputy will be pleased to learn that I submitted the reports to Government this morn-
ing for its consideration and decision and the reports have been accepted. Officials in my de-
partment are now in the process of making suitable arrangements for the publication of these 
reports as soon as possible. 

14/05/2013WRD03250Hospital Facilities

14/05/2013WRD03300139. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the progress 
made to date in the provision of enhanced hospital facilities and other essential services for 
patients with cystic fibrosis [22563/13]

14/05/2013WRD03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am fully aware of the challenges facing 
cystic fibrosis patients in managing their condition and of the need to support these patients and 
their families. I am committed to providing the best possible health service and will continue to 
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work with the HSE to ensure the best possible outcomes for these patients. 

There has been significant investment in services for people with Cystic Fibrosis in the last 
few years, the most recent development being the opening of a new dedicated Cystic Fibrosis 
unit in July 2012 at St Vincent’s Hospital. This unit contains single en suite rooms which are 
dedicated for inpatient CF patients and reflects best practice in terms of infection control.

The new Nutley Wing (opened summer 2012) at St Vincent’s University Hospital (SVUH) 
is a seven-storey development of which two floors contain a dedicated Cystic Fibrosis unit.
Under a protocol for the treatment of CF patients at SVUH, signed off in July 2012 with the 
hospital, the HSE, Department of Health and CFA, up to 34 isolation beds will be made avail-
able in the new wing and the 10-bed day unit will be used effectively to help ensure that patients 
are treated in the optimum setting. 

Beaumont Hospital is one of the 6 specialist centres and provides services to adults with 
cystic fibrosis.   In the 2008 Budget, a special allocation of €2.5m capital funding was provided 
to enable the hospital to provide facilities for ambulatory care of people with cystic fibrosis.

This enabled the provision of the new dedicated Outpatient facility for patients with CF 
and will facilitate a comprehensive range of services from the multidisciplinary teams; these 
include outpatient clinics, a drop in centre / base for clinical assessments with medical consul-
tants and nurses, and the provision of treatments that otherwise have required hospitalization. 
This facility opened on 26 October 2010. 

St Paul’s Ward is the specialist respiratory ward in the hospital, on which the single rooms 
are for elective admissions of patients with CF for prophylactic antibiotic therapy (or other 
treatment as required). With priority access to a number of en-suite inpatient rooms, the need 
for an adult with CF being admitted as an inpatient via the Emergency Department is now a 
rare occurrence.

Services in Dublin for children with Cystic Fibrosis are provided at Crumlin, Tallaght and 
Temple Street Hospitals. A new dedicated Respiratory and CF unit was opened in Temple 
Street  in June 2010 providing state of the art facilities for children with respiratory disorders, 
their families and staff.  It includes a lung function laboratory with the most up to date equip-
ment, spacious patient treatment rooms and outpatient clinic rooms.  The National Newborn 
Bloodspot Screening Laboratory is also located in Temple Street and newborn screening for 
Cystic Fibrosis, introduced in July 2011, is an integral component of the National Newborn 
Bloodspot Screening Programme.

On a regional basis services for children with CF are also provided at specialist centres in 
Cork, Galway, Limerick, Waterford and Drogheda. The majority of services for children cystic 
fibrosis care are delivered on an ambulatory care basis.

As the provision of facilities and services for persons with cystic fibrosis is an operational 
matter for the HSE, I have also asked the HSE to reply directly to the deputy on this matter.

14/05/2013WRD03450Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Recruitment

14/05/2013WRD03500140. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if his attention has 
been drawn to the concerns of Letterkenny General Hospital, County Donegal, that the hospital 
will not have sufficient non-consultant hospital doctors following the termination of the con-
tracts of its current complement; the action that will be taken to address this issue at this and 
other hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22558/13]
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14/05/2013WRD03600145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he has addressed with the 
Health Service Executive the concern that there will not be sufficient junior doctors at Letter-
kenny General Hospital, County Donegal; the action, if any, he proposes to take; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22560/13]

14/05/2013WRD03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 140 and 145 
together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

14/05/2013WRD03750Cochlear Implants

14/05/2013WRD03800141. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health when a bilateral cochlear im-
plant programme will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22581/13]

14/05/2013WRD03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since the national cochlear implant pro-
gramme commenced seventeen years ago, over 700 patients have received cochlear implants.  I 
am advised that, in 2012, ninety cochlear implants were carried out with 42 children receiving 
implants and 48 adults.  In addition to providing the surgical services, the programme provides 
a comprehensive assessment service to potential candidates and a rehabilitative service to those 
actually implanted. 

The report of the National Audiology Review Group, published by the HSE in 2011, pro-
vides the blueprint for the planning, development and delivery of HSE audiology services, 
including cochlear implantation. It includes a recommendation that continued ring-fenced fi-
nancial support be provided for the cochlear implant programme but at levels which allow for 
simultaneous bilateral implantation for children.  It is estimated that there are approximately 
200 children in Ireland today who may be suitable for a second implant. 

The HSE has advised that it is working closely with Beaumont Hospital to progress plans 
for both simultaneous and sequential bilateral implantation, and that it has obtained the services 
of an international expert in the implementation of cochlear implant programmes to advise 
on how best to progress the proposal.  The development of the service will require additional 
resources for Beaumont and these plans will be progressed through the HSE 2014 Estimates 
Process. 

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 113.

14/05/2013WRE0010014/05/2013WRE00150Health Promotion

14/05/2013WRE00200143. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that the 
link between high sugary soft drink consumption and type-2 diabetes has been firmly estab-
lished in both American and European studies, the steps he will take to highlight, educate and 
bring about a change in consumption habits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21535/13]

14/05/2013WRE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Minister is aware of the studies suggest-
ing the link between high sugary soft drink consumption and type-2 diabetes.  For this reason he 
proposed a tax on Sugar Sweetened Drinks and undertook to have a Health Impact Assessment 
(HIA) on the potential effects of such a tax on the health of the Irish people, including those in 
disadvantaged circumstances.  The Working Group who oversaw the Health Impact Assessment 
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were broadly of the view that there was evidence to suggest that Sugar Sweetened Drinks are 
associated with weight gain and that a Sugar Sweetened Drinks levy should not be seen as a 
revenue generating issue but rather a measure to change behaviour.  They agreed that if this tax 
were implemented there would be a need for good monitoring and evaluation.

The Minister launched the Department of Health’s revised Healthy Eating Guidelines in 
2012 which are a tool to help inform the general public about the food and drink choices re-
quired for a healthy lifestyle and set out in plain and simple language the food servings the Irish 
population need to consume to maintain health and wellbeing.  These guidelines strictly limit 
high fat, high salt and high sugar foods and drinks from the Top Shelf of the Food Pyramid.  The 
Special Action Group on Obesity is currently considering measures to support the use of the 
Healthy Eating Guidelines.  This Group will continue to consider evidence of the links between 
obesity and other chronic diseases and Sugar Sweetened Drinks.

  Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 121.

  Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 140.

14/05/2013WRE00550Primary Care Centres Provision

14/05/2013WRE00600146. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care centres 
opened since May 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22565/13]

14/05/2013WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The following 
table lists the Primary Care Centres which have become operational since May 2011.

PQ 22565/13 - PCCs opened since May 2011

HSE Region County/Area PCT Location / 
Name

Current Status Opening Date

DML Dublin Inchicore Operational Q4 2011
DML Dublin Ballyfermot Operational Q3 2012
West Donegal Glenties Operational Q3 2012
DNE Meath Dunshaughlin Operational 2012
DNE Louth Carlingford Operational 2012
DNE Cavan Cootehill Operational 2012
DNE Cavan Ballinagh Operational 2012
West Mayo Ballina Operational Q2 2011
West Galway Galway City 

East 
Operational Q2 2011

South Kilkenny Kilkenny 
(Grange’s Road) 

Operational Q3 2011

South Kilkenny Callan Operational Q3 2011
DML Laois Portarlington Operational Q3 2011
South South Lee Mahon, Cork 

City
Operational Q4 2011

South Waterford Tramore Operational Q4 2011
West Limerick Abbey - St 

Mary’s, Limer-
ick City

Operational Q1 2012
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HSE Region County/Area PCT Location / 
Name

Current Status Opening Date

DNE Cavan Cavan Town Operational Q1 2012
South North Lee Macroom Operational Q1 2012
DML Dublin Churchtown Operational Q4 2012
West Roscommon Castlerea Operational Q3 2012
South Wexford Gorey Operational Q3 2012
DNE Cavan Kingscourt Operational Q3 2012
South Kerry Kenmare Operational Q3 2012
DML Dublin James Street, 

(Pimlico Liber-
ties)

Operational Q4 2012

West Roscommon Monksland - 
South Roscom-
mon

Operational Q4 2012

DNE Meath Ashbourne * Partly Opera-
tional

Q1 2013

DML Longford Longford Operational Q2 2013
DML Newbridge Newbridge Operational Q2 2013
* GPs have moved in - HSE services are expected to move in during the next few weeks.

14/05/2013WRE00750Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRE00800147. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Taoiseach the amount of travel and subsistence 
both foreign and domestic claimed by each Minister, Junior Minister and Secretary General 
in his Department for the period 2007 to date in 2013; the number of staff appointed by each 
Minister and Junior Minister in his Department or constituency office and their relevant cost 
including travel and subsistence in each case for the period 2007 to date in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22144/13]

14/05/2013WRE00900The Taoiseach: I wish to advise the Deputy that it is not possible to provide the costs in the 
time available.  I will write to the Deputy with the information requested as soon as it is avail-
able.  

14/05/2013WRE00950Official Engagements

14/05/2013WRE01000148. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he met a person (details supplied) during 
his visit to Ireland on the week beginning 17 April 2013; if he will provide the precise agenda 
of items which were raised during the meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22145/13]

14/05/2013WRE01100The Taoiseach: I met Mr. Tom Donohue, President and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, on Thursday April 18th 2013, for a courtesy call.  Mr. Donohue was in Dublin to speak 
at a conference organised by the US Embassy, at which I delivered the keynote address on the 
importance of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership.  The prospects for an EU-US 
trade agreement was the main topic of discussion during my meeting with Mr. Donohue.  The 
US Chamber of Commerce represents the interests of more than 3 million businesses, and is a 
key stakeholder in supporting the negotiation of a trade agreement.  We also discussed Ireland’s 
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EU Presidency, our progress towards economic recovery, and Ireland’s enduring attractiveness 
as a location for investment by US firms.

14/05/2013WRE01150Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRE01200149. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach the number of personnel in whole-time 
equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the aegis of his Department in each of 
the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, 
€40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 
to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, €150,001 to 
€175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, €300,001 to 
€350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, and more than 
€500,000. [22796/13]

14/05/2013WRE01300The Taoiseach: The table beneath provides the information requested by the Deputy in 
relation to the number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in my Department and the 
National Economic and Social Council (NESC), the only State Agency under the aegis of my 
Department:

Salary Band Department of the Taoiseach NESC
Less than €20,000 2.58 0
€20,001 to €30,000 43 0
€30,001 to €40,000 30.8 1.6
€40,001 to €50,000 35.93 3.6
€50,001 to €60,000 30.4 1
€60,001 to €70,000 5 0
€70,001 to €80,000 13.3 1
€80,001 to €90,000 18 5
€90,001 to €100,000 6 2
€100,000 to €125,000 7 2
€125,001 to €150,000 4 1
€150,001 to €175,000 2 0
€175,001 to €200,000 2 0

14/05/2013WRE01350Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRE01400150. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Taoiseach the individual amount of overtime 
paid in the case of each political/Ministerial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 2013 
relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such payments were made to the 
Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same period. [22882/13]

14/05/2013WRE01500The Taoiseach: The table beneath provides details for the category of staff referred to by 
the Deputy who received overtime from 2007 to date and the amounts involved.  No overtime 
was paid to Secretary Generals or Special Advisors as overtime is not payable to staff in these 
grades.

Overtime Paid
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Name 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Ann Marie 
Durcan, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €    
2,275.52 

 €    
6,003.53 

 €  1,638.94 

John 
Lohan, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €    
6,540.06 

 €  
11,788.41 

 €  1,638.94 

Claire 
Urquhart, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  
10,203.78 

 €    
9,562.57 

 €     899.48 

Colum 
Coomey, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €    
3,218.36 

 €    
4,565.46 

Maura 
Stynes, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  3,514.20  €    
1,136.96 

Shauna 
Curran, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  3,457.76  €    
1,017.00 

Nicola 
Stapleton, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  7,468.04  €    
3,127.09 

Sarah 
McLough-
lan, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  1,061.99  €       
208.87 

Aoife Ní 
Lochlann, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  1,008.96  €  3,302.55  €  1,837.36 

Denise 
Kavanagh, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €    
3,787.14 

 €  2,010.87  €  5,305.55  €  2,203.38 

John 
Sheridan, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  2,411.66  €     733.97 

Linda Weir, 
Secretarial 
Assistant

 €  4,102.62  €  4,005.20 

Margaret 
Fogarty, 
Secretarial 
Assistant

 €  3,803.89  €  4,121.65 

Sean T 
Nolan, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  
11,911.56 

 €  5,028.52 
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Name 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Harry 
Murphy, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €  3,186.66 

Yvonne 
Graham, 
Personal 
Secretary

 €    
5,251.81 

Damien 
Cassidy, 
Civilian 
Driver

 € 3,335.16  € 5,586.78  € 3,580.60  €  1,516.20 

Derek 
Grubb, 
Civilian 
Driver

 €  3,537.80 

14/05/2013WRE01550Irish Language Issues

14/05/2013WRE01600151. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Taoiseach if a Cabinet Committee on Gaeilge and the 
Gaeltacht has been established, as outlined in the Twenty Year Strategy for the Irish Language; 
and if so, the number of occasions on which the committee has met. [23062/13]

14/05/2013WRE01700The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Irish and the Gaeltacht was established in 2011 
and has met six times.

14/05/2013WRE01750European Commission for Democracy through Law

14/05/2013WRE01800152. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the role Ireland plays at the European Commission for Democracy through Law, the Venice 
Commission, at the Council of Europe; the members representing Ireland throughout its exis-
tence; the remuneration to each member; the way these persons were appointed; when future 
vacancies will arise; if the positions will be publicly advertised; the cost associated with Ire-
land’s membership of the Venice Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22282/13]

14/05/2013WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European Commission for Democracy through Law, known as the Venice Commission, was 
established in 1990.  It serves as the advisory body to the Council of Europe on constitu-
tional matters.  The Commission has become an internationally recognised independent legal 
think-tank and plays a unique and unrivalled role in crisis management and conflict prevention 
through constitution building and advice.  It meets in plenary four times a year in Venice.  

Each member country of the Council of Europe appoints one member and one substitute to 
the Commission for a period of four years.  Serving members may be reappointed.  The Com-
mission is composed statutorily of “independent experts who have achieved eminence through 
their experience in democratic institutions or by their contribution to the enhancement of law 
and political science”.  

Ms. Finola Flanagan, full-time commissioner, Law Reform Commission, and Mr. James 
Hamilton, former Director of Public Prosecutions, are the current Irish members of the Venice 
Commission.  Their tenure runs from 2010 to 2014.  Prior to this, Ms Flanagan served from 
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2002 – 2010, Mr Hamilton from 1998-2002 and Mr Matthew Russell from 1990-1998.  They 
act on the Commission in their personal capacities and are required by the Revised Statute of 
the Venice Commission not to receive or to accept any instructions.  Members do not receive 
any remuneration for their service on the Commission or for attendance at plenary sessions.  
The travel and subsistence expenses of each member of the Commission are borne by the State 
concerned.  However, if the Commission entrusts members with specific missions, the expenses 
are borne by the budget of the Commission.

The current appointments to the Venice Commission were made by the Attorney General in 
2010. 

Vacancies will arise on the expiry of the tenure of the current members in 2014.  Future ap-
pointments to the Venice Commission are a matter for the Attorney General. 

Ireland pays a yearly contribution to the Venice Commission; the subscription owed for 
2013 is €38,135.55.

14/05/2013WRE01950Foreign Affairs Issues

14/05/2013WRE02000153. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide details regarding the upcoming June summit of the European Council and the 
Stabilisation and Association Process that has been submitted by Kosovo to the EU; if he ex-
pects progress to be made with the five EU member states, Cyprus, Greece, Romania, Slovakia 
and Spain, that do not currently recognise the independent state of Kosovo; if this Stabilisation 
and Association agreement for Kosovo will be formalised at the upcoming summit; if he will 
outline Ireland’s position regarding their application; the progress Ireland has made on this is-
sue during the Irish EU Presidency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22522/13]

14/05/2013WRE02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
December last year the Council invited the Commission and EEAS to report on progress in 
Kosovo on EU-related reforms, and on the normalisation of relations with Serbia, with a view 
to a possible decision by the Council during our Presidency on opening negotiations for a Stabi-
lisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with Kosovo.    The report for Kosovo, and a report 
on Serbia, were finalised following the agreement reached by both countries on the status of 
Serbs in Kosovo on 19 April.  High Representative Ashton and Commissioner Fule presented 
the reports and an update on the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue at the General Affairs Council 
on 22 April. The report was positive on the reforms undertaken by Kosovo, as well as efforts 
to normalise relations with Serbia, and recommended the opening of SAA negotiations with 
Kosovo.  It is now being discussed by Member States.  

While the reaction of Member States to the report has been positive, the importance of the 
implementation of the agreements reached at the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue has been empha-
sised.  Member States will be looking for concrete progress in this regard between now and the 
European Council in June, when a decision on opening SAA negotiations with Kosovo may be 
taken. 

With a view to a possible decision on SAA negotiations, Member States are also discuss-
ing what form an SAA with Kosovo may take, in a context where five Member States do not 
recognise Kosovo.  I am encouraged that all Member States have indicated they wish to be con-
structive, and I am confident that Member States will work towards a solution that respects their 
positions, but also honours their commitments to Kosovo’s European perspective as outlined in 
the December Council Conclusions. The Irish Presidency stands ready to facilitate the opening 
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of SAA negotiations with Kosovo, should the Council so decide. 

14/05/2013WRE02150Irish Communities Abroad

14/05/2013WRE02200154. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will contact the Spanish authorities for an up-date on the investigation into the 
murder of an Irish citizen (details supplied) and convey to them the family’s distress that there 
has been no contact with them in the years since the murder [22216/13]

14/05/2013WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Consular Division at my Department and the Embassy in Madrid are aware of the tragic case of 
the Irish citizen who died in Estepona on 4 February 2008 and provided consular assistance to 
the family of the deceased at the time of his death and for some time subsequently.  Due to the 
circumstances of his death, the court case was declared “secret” and the Embassy was denied 
access to any information.  The family were encouraged to retain the services of their lawyer at 
the time for possible updates on the case.  

The Embassy contacted the Court that dealt with the case and was advised that unfortunate-
ly the case was inactive due to lack of evidence regarding the identity of the killer.  The Spanish 
authorities informed us that this information was provided to the family’s lawyer at that time.

14/05/2013WRE02350Overseas Development Aid Provision

14/05/2013WRE02400155. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if it is expected that Ireland will honour its commitment to reach a target of spending 0.7% of 
our national income on overseas aid by 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22223/13]

14/05/2013WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The Government is strongly committed to Ireland’s overseas aid programme.  Earlier this 
month the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore TD and I 
launched Ireland’s new Policy on International Development – One World, One Future – where 
we set out our vision for a sustainable and just world.  This policy sets out in very clear terms 
our goals and areas of focus and affirms Ireland’s commitment to international development 
and its centrality to our foreign policy.  It also makes it clear that our positive role in interna-
tional development, in addition to helping fight poverty and vulnerability and saving lives, can 
create opportunities, which are important for our own economic recovery.  

The new policy restates the Programme for Government commitment to achieving the UN 
target of providing 0.7% of GNP to Official Development Assistance (ODA).  However this can 
only be achieved when economic circumstances permit and in the meantime we will endeavour 
to maintain aid expenditure at current levels.

Stabilising the ODA budget has been an important and significant achievement for this 
Government, particularly in light of the extraordinarily difficult economic conditions facing 
the country.  For the record, we have allocated €622 million to ODA for 2013.  This represents 
a very significant allocation of public funds, is a clear indication of our commitment to the aid 
programme, and represents a genuine investment on behalf of the Irish people to assist those 
less fortunate than ourselves.
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14/05/2013WRE02550UN Conventions Issues

14/05/2013WRE02600156. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland intends to ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights; if so, when he intends to bring legislation before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22280/13]

14/05/2013WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
UN Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
opened for signature by UN Member States in New York in September 2009.  To date, forty-two 
States have signed; this includes twelve of the twenty-seven European Union member States. 
Ten States have ratified the Optional Protocol:   Argentina, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Mongolia, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain and Uruguay.  The Optional Pro-
tocol came into force on 5 May 2013, three months after the deposit with the United Nations 
Secretary General of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.  

Ireland’s signature of the Optional Protocol took place on 23 March 2012.  

Ratification of the Optional Protocol is a separate step, which will be preceded by a thor-
ough screening of the obligations to be assumed.  This will require extensive consultation with 
all Departments involved and consideration by the Government in due course.

14/05/2013WRE02750European Court of Human Rights Judgments

14/05/2013WRE02800157. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will confirm that at a meeting of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Eu-
rope on 7 March 2013 the representative from Poland proposed the insertion into the Council’s 
statement to the effect that neither the European Convention on Human Rights nor the Court’s 
ruling in A, B and C v. Ireland obliged Ireland to introduce legislation permitting abortion; if 
he will confirm that this proposal was supported by representatives from other countries and 
that the Irish representative refused to support it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22332/13]

14/05/2013WRE02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I un-
derstand the Deputy’s question to relate to a question posed to the Council of Europe Commit-
tee of Ministers by a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Mr Luca 
Volontè in January this year.  Following a discussion by the Ministers’ Deputies a reply to Mr 
Volontè was agreed by consensus at a meeting on 13 March.  

Article 21(a)(i) of the Statute of the Council of Europe provides that unless the Committee 
decides otherwise, meetings of the Committee of Ministers shall be held in private.  Conse-
quently, while the reply that issued is a matter of public record I am not in a position to disclose 
any information of the discussions that took place prior to the adoption of the reply to Mr 
Volontè.  However, I can assure the Deputy that the Committee of Ministers acts in accordance 
with its mandate under the European Convention on Human Rights to ensure judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights are fully implemented.

14/05/2013WRE02950Consular Services Staff

14/05/2013WRE03000158. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 113 of 7 May 2013, when the last review was conducted 
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by his Department of Irish honorary consuls around the world; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22474/13]

14/05/2013WRE03100159. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has considered appointing a new honorary consul in the Channel Islands upon the retire-
ment of a person (details supplied) in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22484/13]

14/05/2013WRE03200160. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide in tabular form the complete list of honorary Irish consuls in locations abroad 
that have been appointed from 2007 to date in 2013; if he will include the date of appointment; 
the person appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22485/13]

14/05/2013WRE03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 158 to 160, inclusive, together. 

The last review of Honorary Consul Service was conducted in 1993.  The question of ap-
pointing a new honorary consul for the Channel Islands will be considered in the context of the 
review of Ireland’s honorary consul network that is currently taking place.

The following is the list of honorary consul appointments made since 2007.

Year of appoint-
ment

Country City Name Surname

2007 China Hong Kong Harry Eugene O’Neill
2007 Morocco Agadir Mohammed 

Chafik 
Mahfoud Filali

2007 Zimbabwe Harare Gary Killilea
2008 Spain Seville Ignacio de la 

Oliva
Agulló

2008 Canada St. John’s Mark Dobbin
2008 Indonesia Jakarta Anangga W. Roosdionno
2008 Brazil Sao Paulo Stephen O’Sullivan
2008 Mexico Cancun Anthony Leeman
2008 Poland Poznan Mateusz Morawiecki     
2009 Russia St. Petersburg Anatoly Shashin
2009 France Lyon Bruno Boccard
2009 Spain Lanzarote Eileen Izquierdo-Law-

lor
2009 Spain Tenerife Edward J. Woods
2009 U.S.A. Denver James M. Lyons
2010 Armenia Yerevan Jonathan Stark
2010 India Kolkata M.K. Jalan
2010 Germany Stuttgart Dr. Wolfgang Häfele
2010 U.S.A. New Orleans Judge James J McKay III
2010 U.S.A. Pittsburgh James J. Lamb
2010 U.S.A. Seattle John Keane
2010 Ghana Accra Liam McVeigh
2010 Lebanon Beirut Georges H Siam
2010 Canada Winnipeg Aidan O’Brien
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Year of appoint-
ment

Country City Name Surname

2011 India Chennai Rajeev Mecheri
2011 Pakistan Karachi Osman Asghar Khan
2011 Nigeria Lagos Cornelius Guilfoyle
2012 U.S.A. Honolulu Ha-

waii
Noel Trainor

2012 U.S.A. Las Vegas Ne-
vada

Teresa Murphy

2011 Bahamas Nassau Brian Quinn
2012 Iran Tehran Alireza Feizollahi
2012 Turkey Izmir Bülent Akgerman
2012 Saudia Arabia Jeddah Mohammed 

Ahmed
Naghi

2012 Japan Sapporo Seiji Kasama
2013 U.S.A. Orlando, Florida Terence, Joseph, 

Jr.
Delahunty

2013 Australia Perth Martin  Kavanagh
In addition we are awaiting formal acceptance of our nominees for the positions of Honor-

ary Consul in:

Kazakhstan/Almaty 

Kenya/Nairobi    

Nepal/Kathmandu

Turkey/Antalya

14/05/2013WRE03325Ministerial Travel

14/05/2013WRE03400161. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline the travel that the Minister of State with responsibility for trade and develop-
ment has undertaken in the past six months in his role as a Minister of State in his Department, 
most notably, the first ever Irish ministerial visit to Mongolia; if he will outline the engagements 
he has had on each trip; the visits that he is intending to take during the coming six months; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22521/13]

14/05/2013WRE03500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costello): 
As the Deputy has pointed out, I recently undertook the first Irish Ministerial visit to Mongolia 
to attend the Community of Democracies Ministerial meeting which took place in Ulaanbaatar 
on 29 April.  While in Mongolia, I also met with Irish business people active in the Mongolian 
market and met with representatives of the largest telecoms operator in Mongolia which is pur-
chasing technical equipment and services from an Enterprise Ireland client company.  

My visit to Mongolia was part of a wider visit that also encompassed China and Abu Dhabi.  
In China, I attended the sod-turning ceremony for Cork-based Wilson Architecture’s project in 
Dalian, and also held discussions with the Ministry of Commerce about forming an Irish Cham-
ber of Commerce in China.  On route to China, I also visited Abu Dhabi to attend the Global 
Vaccine Summit organised by the Gates Foundation. 
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In terms of travel over the next six months, I will visit Brussels a number of times before the 
end of our Presidency of the EU for Presidency related meetings or to chair political dialogues 
on behalf of the EU.  In particular, I will be visiting Brussels for the development segment of 
the Foreign Affairs Council on 28 May.  I will also visit Gabon at the end of June to chair the 
EU-EECAS Political Dialogue on behalf of the EU. 

I will be in New York at the beginning of next month to sign the Arms Trade Treaty on be-
half of Ireland, and again in September to attend the UN General Assembly.  I will also lead an 
Enterprise Ireland Trade Mission to Canada in June, and a further Trade Mission to South Af-
rica and Nigeria in November.  Additional travel requirements may arise in the coming months. 

Date Location Details
November 2012 South Africa, Ghana, Nige-

ria and Cyprus
Headed an Enterprise Ire-
land Trade Mission to Africa 
and attended a conference on 
the post-2015 development 
framework in Cyprus.  The 
visit to Cyprus also offered 
an opportunity to meet with 
the outgoing EU Presidency.

December 2012 London Attended and addressed an 
OECD Ministerial meeting.

December 2012 London and Marrakesh Keynote speaker at the SUN 
Business Network in Lon-
don and represented Ireland 
at the Friends of Syria meet-
ing in Marrakesh.

January 2013 Paris Keynote speaker at the 
OECD Policy Dialogue on 
Aid for Trade

January 2013 Brussels Addressed the European 
Parliament’s Development 
Committee on humanitarian 
issues as EU Presidency.

January 2013 Dubai and Kuwait Trade visit to Dubai to 
attend the trade fair Arab 
Health with 15 Irish compa-
nies, and represent Ireland at 
the International Humanitar-
ian Pledging Conference for 
Syria. 

February 2013 Brussels Attended and addressed a 
Ministerial meeting on the 
situation in Mali. 

February 2013 Copenhagen Attended and addressed the 
UN conference on address-
ing inequalities in the post 
2015 development frame-
work.
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Date Location Details
February 2013 Brussels Attended and addressed a 

Ministerial meeting on the 
situation in Mali.

March 2013 Tanzanian, Mozambique and 
South Africa

Chaired the EU-SADC 
Political Dialogue in Maputo 
on behalf of the EU, and 
undertook a wider visit to 
the aid programme in Tan-
zania and Mozambique. The 
visit coincided with the St 
Patrick’s Day period, and 
also involved a short visit to 
South Africa for St Patrick’s 
Day events including the 
greening of Table Mountain. 

April 2013 Brussels Attended and addressed 
the Third Assises of De-
centralised Cooperation for 
Development. 

April 2013 Washington DC Attended and addressed the 
World Bank Spring meet-
ings.

April 2013 Abu Dhabi, China and Mon-
golia

Attended and addressed the 
Global Vaccine Summit in 
Abu Dhabi and the Commu-
nity of Democracies Minis-
terial in Mongolia. 

May 2013 London Represented Ireland at the 
International Conference on 
Somalia. 

14/05/2013WRE03550Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRE03600162. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies un-
der the aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, 
€20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to 
€70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, 
€125,001 to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, 
€250,001 to €300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, 
€450,001 to €500,000, and more than €500,000. [22790/13]

14/05/2013WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
table below sets out the number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in my Department 
in each of the pay brackets requested.  There are no bodies under the aegis of my Department 
that have employees.

€ Personnel
< €20,000 100
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20,001-30,000 215
30,001-40,000 439
40,001-50,000 161
50,001-60,000 139
60,001-70,000 34
70,001-80,000 152
80,001-90,000 70
90,001-100,000 66
100,001-125,000 28
125,001-150,000 31
150,001-175,000 6
175,001-200,000 3
200,001-250,000 Nil
250,001-300,000 Nil
300,001-350,000 Nil
350,001-400,000 Nil
400,001-450,000 Nil
450,001-500,000 Nil
>500,000 Nil
 

14/05/2013WRE03750Youth Unemployment Measures

14/05/2013WRE03800163. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide a progress update on the youth guarantee fund; the way these funds may be 
accessed and the proportion of funding that he expects to draw down; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22816/13]

14/05/2013WRE03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Youth 
unemployment is one of the greatest challenges of the current crisis and the Irish Presidency 
has worked hard to address the problem and mobilise available instruments and resources to 
support Member States with the greatest difficulties posed by youth unemployment.  

The EPSCO Council under the chairmanship of the Irish Presidency agreed on the key prin-
ciples of the Youth Guarantee in February and we also worked to ensure that further resources 
in the MFF would support its implementation. 

The €6 billion Youth Employment Initiative endorsed by the European Council in its Febru-
ary conclusions on a new MFF 2014-2020 will be key.  €3 billion is expected to come from the 
existing European Social Fund, and €3 billion from a new budget line, open to all regions where 
youth unemployment exceeds 25%.  While the methodology for allocating these monies has not 
yet been drawn up, Ireland will expect support as one of the Member States with the biggest 
youth unemployment challenge.  We have an excellent track record in attracting and using EU 
funding.  The Irish Presidency aims to get agreement on the new MFF in June.

14/05/2013WRE03950EU Enlargement
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14/05/2013WRE04000164. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the progress that has being made during Ireland’s EU Presidency in relation to Macedo-
nia’s progress to EU membership. [22832/13]

14/05/2013WRE04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): We 
were pleased that the December 2012 European Council Conclusions left scope for progress 
on EU enlargement during the Irish Presidency.  The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
has been an official candidate for EU accession since 2005. With a view to a possible decision 
on opening accession negotiations, the December Council invited the Commission to report 
on progress in three areas: (i) EU-related reforms in the context of the High Level Accession 
Dialogue (HLAD); (ii) steps taken to promote good neighbourly relations, and (iii) steps taken 
to resolve the ‘name issue’ with Greece, under the auspices of the UN.  

The Commission’s report was published on 16 April and was relatively positive, noting 
progress in almost all areas of the HLAD.  It concluded that steps have been taken on bilateral 
relations, and that efforts to resolve the ‘name issue’ have taken on new momentum.  

However the report also noted the negative effects of two months of political crisis that 
followed events on 24 December 2012, when adoption of the 2013 annual budget under contro-
versial circumstances resulted in the forcible removal of opposition MPs and journalists from 
Parliament.  The Commission’s report emphasised the importance of the timely implementation 
of the political agreement of 1 March 2013 which ended the crisis. 

Ireland has supported the Commission’s recommendation to open accession negotiations.  
However, decisions on enlargement are made by unanimity, requiring the agreement of all 27 
Member States.  Ireland, as EU Presidency, will facilitate discussion of the report at the General 
Affairs Council in June and will seek to have the issue progressed.  Prior to that I expect to have 
talks with the Macedonian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for European Integration.

14/05/2013WRE04150Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRE04200165. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political-ministerial appointee 
for the period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; 
if such payments were made to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for 
the same period. [22876/13]

14/05/2013WRE04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Over-
time payments to Ministerial appointees are detailed in the table below.  Personal Secretaries 
and Personal Assistants may be required to work additional hours from time to time and have 
access to a maximum of 6 hours paid overtime per week, subject to the normal approval ar-
rangements.  Secretaries General at my Department, both current and past, are not entitled to 
claim overtime.

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs & Trade, Mr. Eamon Gilmore, TD 2011 to date

- 2011 Overtime 2012 Overtime 2013 Overtime
Personal Assistant 
(2)

4323 10029 3675

- 5422 7998 3851
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Michéal Martin, TD 2008 – 2011
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- 2008 Overtime 2009 Overtime 2010 Overtime 2011 Overtime
Personal Assis-
tant (1)

772 Nil Nil Nil

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Dermot Ahern, TD 2004 – 2008

- 2007 Overtime 2008 Overtime
Personal Assis-
tant (1)

11598 5924

Personal Secre-
tary (1)

10457 6099

Minister for State for European Affairs, Ms. Lucinda Creighton, TD 2011 to date

- 2011 Overtime 2012 Overtime 2013 Overtime
Personal Assistant 
(to Nov 2011)/Spe-
cial Adviser (1)

2380 Nil Nil

Personal Assistant 
(1)

Nil 8525 2802

Personal Secretary 
(1)

1778 6020 2296

Minister for State for European Affairs, Mr. Dick Roche, TD 2007 - 2011

- 2007 Over-
time

2008 Over-
time

2009 Over-
time

2010 Over-
time

2011 Over-
time

Personal Sec-
retary (1) 

810 474 Nil Nil Nil

Civilian 
Driver (2)

Nil 550 358 Nil Nil

- Nil Nil 797 Nil Nil
Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr. Joe Costello, TD December 2011 to date

- 2011 Overtime 2012 Overtime 2013 Overtime
Personal Assistant 
(1)

Nil 6681 3169

Personal Secretary 
(1)

Nil 7086 3049

Minister of State for Trade and Development, Ms. Jan O’Sullivan, TD 2011

- 2011 Overtime
Personal Assistant (1) 5823
Personal Secretary (1) 4017
Minister of State for Development Cooperation, Mr. Peter Power, TD 2008 - 2011

- 2008 Overtime 2009 Overtime 2010 Overtime 2011 Overtime
Personal Assis-
tant (1)

3800 18834 12508 6111

Personal Secre-
tary (2)

4431 10775 Nil 656
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- Nil Nil 5570 741
Minister of State for Development Cooperation, Mr. Michael Kitt, TD 2007 - 2008

- 2007 Overtime 2008 Overtime
Personal Assistant (1) 8046 Nil
Personal Secretary (1) 4097 Nil
Civilian Driver (2) Nil Nil
Minister of State for Development Cooperation, Mr. Conor Lenihan, TD 2004 - 2007

2007 Overtime -
Personal Secretary (1) 5962

14/05/2013WRF00125Diplomatic Representation

14/05/2013WRF00200166. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline the full details regarding the upcoming rotation of Irish ambassadors that was 
recently approved; if he will list in tabular form the rotations that will take place in each em-
bassy of Ireland; when he expects each of the rotations to occur; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22884/13]

14/05/2013WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
information requested by the Deputy is contained in the table below.  Rotation of Ambassadors 
normally takes place in late summer. 

NAME CURRENTLY SERVING TRANSFERRING TO 
Michael Collins Washington Berlin
Anne Anderson Permanent Mission to the 

United Nations, New York
Washington

David Donoghue HQ Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations, New York

Rory Montgomery Permanent Representation to 
the European Union, Brus-
sels

Paris

Paul Kavanagh Paris Beijing
Declan Kelleher Beijing Permanent Representation to 

the European Union, Brus-
sels

Pat Hennessy Rome Abu Dhabi
Bobby McDonagh London Rome
Dan Mulhall Berlin London
Patricia O’Brien Special leave (as Legal 

Counsel and Under Secre-
tary General at the  United 
Nations Secretariat in New 
York) 

Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations, Geneva

Gerry Corr Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations, Geneva

Bucharest
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NAME CURRENTLY SERVING TRANSFERRING TO 
Eoin O’Leary Permanent Mission to the 

OSCE, Vienna
Moscow

Philip McDonagh Moscow Permanent Mission to the 
OSCE, Vienna 

Eamonn McKee Seoul Tel Aviv
Aingeal O’Donoghue Counsellor, Permanent Rep-

resentation to the European 
Union, Brussels

Seoul

Joseph Hackett HQ Ambassador to the Political 
Security Committee, Brus-
sels

John Biggar HQ Sofia
Dónal Denham HQ Helsinki
Sonja Hyland HQ Mexico City

14/05/2013WRF00350Official Engagements

14/05/2013WRF00400167. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland has been invited to take part in celebrations in Croatia upon its accession to the Euro-
pean Union and becoming the 28th member state of the EU on 1 July 2013; the representatives 
who will be there on Ireland’s behalf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22920/13]

14/05/2013WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
honoured to have been invited by the First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign and 
European Affairs of Croatia, Ms. Vesna Pusiç, to attend the central celebration on the occasion 
of Croatia’s accession to the EU to be held in Zagreb on 30 June.  Ireland very much looks for-
ward to welcoming Croatia as the 28th Member State of the EU on 1 July.

14/05/2013WRF00550Tax Exemptions

14/05/2013WRF00600168. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the action he will take in view of 
the ECJ order that the refund of excise duty on fuel used by disabled drivers is unlawful and in 
breach of the excise directive. [22302/13]

14/05/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The ECJ Judgement, which was made 
on 25 April 2013, declares that Ireland has failed to meet its obligations under the Energy Tax 
Directive by continuing to grant an exemption from excise duty on fuel used by disabled per-
sons for motor vehicles. The implications of the Judgement and the options available to meet 
the requirements of the Directive are being examined by my Department.

14/05/2013WRF00750Tax Code

14/05/2013WRF00800169. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance the reason there con-
tinues to be a death tax on intestate wills; and if he has any plans to change same. [22472/13]

14/05/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
the existence of inheritance tax which is part of Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT). Tax is charged, 
subject to certain exemptions and reliefs, on the amount inherited by the donee, the person re-
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ceiving the inheritance. CAT is long established and forms part of the tax system.  Capital taxa-
tion is designed to apply a tax to the capital as distinct from the income of a person. The case 
for the taxation of capital rests mainly on considerations of equity and social justice. The object 
of the present system of capital taxation in Ireland, which consists of Capital Acquisitions Tax, 
Capital Gains Tax, Discretionary Trust Tax, Domicile Levy and now also Local Property Tax, is 
to ensure equity in the tax system and to reduce inequalities in the distribution of wealth.

The taxation of capital raises substantial tax revenue for the exchequer and is also preferable 
from the point of view of its impact on the economy to an increase in employment taxes such 
as income tax.

It is appropriate for CAT to be charged on an inheritance as provided for.  I have no plans 
to abolish CAT.

14/05/2013WRF00950Property Taxation Exemptions

14/05/2013WRF01000170. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the length of time for which 
the current list of unfinished housing estates will qualify for a waiver from the local property 
tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22837/13]

14/05/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 10(2) of the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides that a residential property shall not liable to Lo-
cal Property Tax (LPT) where it is situated in an unfinished housing estate, where such estate is 
contained in a list prescribed by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment.  The Minister has prescribed and published this list, which is set out in the schedule to 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013.  I stress that the decision as to whether an 
estate is on the list of unfinished estates is in the ambit of local authorities and the Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government and not in the ambit of the Department 
of Finance or the Revenue Commissioners. I have been advised by the Minister for the Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government that there will be no change to the list of prescribed 
unfinished housing estates for the current valuation period.  Where a property situated in an 
unfinished housing estate within the list as prescribed by the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government is not liable to LPT on a valuation date, section 14(2) of the 
LPT legislation provides that such residential properties will be exempt until the next valuation 
date. Therefore any residential properties contained in the list of unfinished housing estates on 
1 May 2013 will be exempt from LPT until the next valuation date (1 November 2016).

For those properties that are not exempt, the LPT is a self-assessment tax so it is a matter 
for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on her or his assessment of the market 
value of the property.  The condition of the property and surrounding areas would be factors that 
property owners could take into account in valuing their properties.

14/05/2013WRF01150Tax Exemptions

14/05/2013WRF01200171. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if there are any proposals to re-
view the current qualifying criteria in respect of primary medical certificates; if his Department 
will consider revising the criteria to allow primary medical certificates to be issued on a shorter 
term basis, open to reviewing ongoing long-term medical conditions and associated levels of 
mobility; if there is a need to seek to include those affected primarily in childhood by medical 
conditions which currently cannot be diagnosed definitively as affecting mobility for the dura-
tion of a person’s lifetime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22844/13]
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14/05/2013WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 
(as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994) (as amended) provide for permanent relief from 
the payment of specified maximum amounts of VAT and VRT for persons registered under the 
scheme.   

The disability criteria for eligibility for the tax concessions under this scheme are set out 
in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994. To get 
the Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be severely and permanently disabled and 
satisfy one of the following conditions:

a) be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

b) be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

c) be without both hands or without both arms;

d) be without one or both legs;

e) be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

f) have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Senior Medical Officer (SMO) for the relevant local Health Service Executive admin-
istrative area makes a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant 
satisfies the medical criteria. An unsuccessful applicant can appeal the decision of the SMO to 
the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which makes a new clinical determination in 
respect of the individual.

There is no provision by which the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal can issue a 
primary medical certificate without reviewing the appellant although s/he can reapply locally 
after 6 months from the date of the first review with medical evidence of a deterioration in his/ 
her condition.

I have no plans at present to change the qualification criteria.

14/05/2013WRF01350Property Taxation Exemptions

14/05/2013WRF01400172. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of per-
sons liable for the local property tax that are not required to pay the 2013 tax until 2014; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22158/13]

14/05/2013WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, in accordance with section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, all taxpayer 
information held by the Commissioners is confidential and they are therefore precluded from 
providing a list of the persons liable for the Local Property Tax (LPT) who are not required to 
pay their 2013 LPT liability until 2014.  However, the following may be helpful to the Deputy.  
The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that local authorities and 
approved housing bodies will be liable to pay the LPT on their properties in the same way as 
any other residential property owner, unless the properties are used to accommodate people 
who have special housing needs.  Special housing needs refers to the provision of housing and 
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support for people who have a particular need in addition to a general housing need to enable 
them to live in the community.  Under an amendment which I introduced this year in section 
7 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013, local authorities and approved 
housing bodies will have until 1 January 2014 to pay their 2013 LPT on any properties which 
they are liable to pay the tax on.

Approved housing bodies operate in the voluntary and co-operative housing sector and are 
engaged in the provision of social housing for those who face difficulty in living in our commu-
nities.  The Revenue Commissioners have had extensive contacts regarding the LPT obligations 
of these bodies either directly with the bodies themselves or indirectly through the Irish Council 
for Social Housing, which represents this sector.

14/05/2013WRF01550Property Tax Assessments

14/05/2013WRF01600173. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the reasons that identical houses 
in private estates may have different values attributed to them for the local property tax in situa-
tions where the local authority is the owner of some of these houses and under the planning and 
development acts, Part 5, social and affordable housing scheme and these houses are to fall into 
the lowest valuation band of €0-€100,000 for the period up to and including 2016; if identical 
houses side by side in the same estates can be valued at this amount or are they required to value 
their houses at a higher level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22159/13]

14/05/2013WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The expert group which advised on the 
design of a property tax, the Thornhill Group, considered whether local authorities should be 
liable as property owners for the Local Property Tax (LPT).  Notwithstanding the economic 
arguments in favour of liability, the group on balance did not favour creating a circular flow of 
payments.  However, the Government felt there could be issues of equity and proportionality in 
the differing treatment of privately owned properties and properties that are occupied by local 
authority tenants.  While reform of the local authority differential rents system would contribute 
to horizontal equity between local authority tenants and low income owners, anomalies could 
arise in cases where local authorities own and rent out a property in an otherwise privately 
owned housing estate.  The tenant in such a local authority property would not be subject to the 
LPT, but the owners of other properties would be subject to it.  The Deputy may be aware that 
the Household Charge was not payable in respect of houses owned by local authorities.  My 
intention in making local authorities liable for the payment of LPT was to address such anoma-
lies.  Section 7 of the Act therefore provides that local authorities will be liable to pay the LPT 
on their properties in the same way as any other residential property owner, unless the proper-
ties in question are used to accommodate people with special housing needs such as the elderly 
or people with disabilities.  Residential properties purchased under the various local authority 
shared ownership schemes will also be subject to LPT, and in these cases, the individual(s) who 
purchased the residential property from the local authority will be liable to pay the tax.

In response to submissions from local authorities, approved housing bodies and the Depart-
ment of Environment, Community and Local Government, section 17 of the Act was amended 
to deem the chargeable value of local authority properties would fall into the first valuation 
band of €0 to €100,000 for the first valuation period, from 2013 to 2016.  This will result in a 
charge to LPT for each property of €45 for 2013 and €90 for 2014 to 2016.  The payment of the 
local authorities’ 2013 liability as also been deferred until January 2014.  This provision will not 
apply to residential properties purchased under the local authority shared ownership schemes, 
only to properties owned by local authorities and those owned by bodies standing approved for 
the purposes of section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. 



14 May 2013

55

The provision was introduced as a transitional provision to give local authorities and ap-
proved housing bodies time to put structures and processes in place for dealing with LPT.

Privately owned residential properties will be subject to the standard valuation mechanism 
set out in the legislation.

14/05/2013WRF01750Tax Code

14/05/2013WRF01800174. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the situation regarding the capi-
tal gains tax payable by a landowner who transfers a site to a relation for no consideration; the 
liability that attaches to the person who transfers the site and the liability that attaches to the 
person who receives the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22160/13]

14/05/2013WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The transfer of a site for no consider-
ation is a disposal for capital gains tax purposes by the transferor. The legislation relating to 
transfers for no consideration specifies that such a transfer is treated as if it were for a consid-
eration equal to the market value of the site at the date of the transfer. The transferor is liable 
to capital gains tax in respect of the transfer of the site if a chargeable gain arose between the 
time that he or she acquired the site and the time of its disposal. The transferee does not have a 
liability to capital gains tax in respect of the transfer. However, he or she might have a liability 
to gift tax in respect of the transfer. Any capital gains tax paid by the transferor in respect of the 
transfer is allowed as a credit against the gift tax payable, but the credit is clawed back where 
the asset is disposed of within 2 years of the gift. In addition, a liability to stamp duty arises 
on the transferee in respect of the transfer.  It should be noted that there is an exemption from 
capital gains tax where an individual transfers a site to his or her child (including a child of his 
or her civil partner or a foster child in certain circumstances) to enable the child to build a house 
on the site to be occupied as that child’s only or main residence. The value of the site must be 
less than €500,000 and the area of the site must be less than 0.4047 hectare. If the child disposes 
of the site or part of the site without a house having been built on the land, then the chargeable 
gain that was exempted is treated as accruing to the child at the time of the disposal. 

14/05/2013WRF01950Property Tax Assessments

14/05/2013WRF02000175. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the 
rationale behind the valuation bands of the local property tax; if consideration was given to 
introducing more gradual bands than €50,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22174/13]

14/05/2013WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 1982 and 2009 Commissions on 
Taxation, and the Thornhill Group, which advised on the design of the Local Property Tax, 
recommended the grouping of property values into broad bands.  Grouping properties into valu-
ation bands, with the rate applying at the mid-point of the bands – in effect creating fixed sum 
and certain charges for each band – can ease the valuation challenges.  In devising the bands, 
a balance should be struck between the width of the bands and avoiding substantial liability 
differences between adjacent bands.  The wider the band, the easier it is to carry out a self-
assessment, but very wide bands run the risk of creating inequities between taxpayers as well as 
compliance challenges.  The 2009 Commission on Taxation proposed five bands of €150,000 
width up to €750,000; from €750,000 to €1 million; from €1 million to €1.5 million; and as-
sessment on actual value over €1.5 million. The Thornhill Group recommended the creation 
of a sufficient number of taxation bands to allow property owners to place their properties in 
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an appropriate valuation band with reasonable confidence. Taking account of all aspects, the 
Thornhill Group recommended an initial band of €0 to €100,000; bands of €50,000 in width 
for properties valued between €100,001 and €1,000,000; and no banding on properties over €1 
million with the tax liabilities determined on the self-assessed actual value. These bands are 
significantly narrower than the proposals of the 2009 Commission. The Government accepted 
the recommendation of the Thornhill Group.

While there may be anomalies for properties that are valued close to the edge of the bands, 
this is unavoidable no matter what bands are chosen, and as indicated above narrower bands 
would make it more difficult for taxpayers to decide the correct band for their property.  I am 
satisfied the current system of valuation bands strikes a good balance between ease of assess-
ment and a smooth progression of liabilities between the valuation bands.

14/05/2013WRF02150Property Taxation Administration

14/05/2013WRF02200176. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the difficulties being experienced by householders who have not received their local 
property tax return form and who do not have Internet access; if he will extend the deadline for 
paper returns to the 27 May to ensure that all householders making an effort to pay and who do 
not have access to the Internet are not put under undue pressure when they have not received the 
form (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22175/13]

14/05/2013WRF02300219. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene with the 
Revenue Commissioners regarding the frustration of some members of the public who are ex-
periencing difficulties communicating with Revenue to pay the local property tax (details sup-
plied); if he will direct the Revenue to review its administrative process for the final three weeks 
of registering of the property tax, provide additional staff to man the hotline phone number and 
additional staff to respond to requests for forms for those who did not receive theirs in the post; 
if he will provide additional appropriate assistance for the many persons who are not computer 
literate to register online and also appropriate assistance for any person unable to read or write; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22907/13]

14/05/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 176 
and 219 together. 

The Revenue Commissioners have responsibility for all administration, collection, enforce-
ment and audit aspects of the Local Property Tax (LPT).  The Ministers and Secretaries (Amend-
ment) Act 2011 puts the independence of the Revenue Commissioners in the performance of 
their functions on a fully statutory basis. 

As I have indicated to the House on a number of occasions, most recently in my reply to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 87 (20652/13) and 92 (20686/13) on 1 May, liable persons who 
have not yet received an LPT Return from Revenue must still self-assess the amount of LPT 
due, complete and file their LPT Return by the relevant deadline and pay the tax due.  In my 
previous replies I also indicated that the logistics of ensuring that the chosen payment option 
can be activated in good time for the July payment date determines the closing date for paper 
return filing of 7 May 2013.  The e-filing closing date of 28 May 2013 is the de facto extension.

While the due date for filing paper Returns has now passed, a number of options are avail-
able to property owners for filing their Returns electronically by the 28 May filing deadline. De-
pending on the customer’s requirements, one of the following options will address their particu-
lar needs.  For property owners for whom e-filing is not practical, I am informed by the Revenue 
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Commissioners that the legislation provides that another person may file an LPT Return online 
on their behalf.  A further option includes contacting the LPT helpline on 1890 200 255 (mobile 
phone users can contact the helpline on 01 702 3049) to file a Return online.  Where, due to re-
cent publicity about the attempted mis-use of credit card details, a property owner does not wish 
to give their credit or debit card details over the phone, if they own a single property, they can 
file online through the LPT helpline and opt to make their payment through deduction at source 
from their salary, occupational pension or pension from the Department of Social Protection, by 
cheque or in cash to one of three service providers.  It should also be noted that the credit card 
holder will not be held liable where the card is used without their proper authorisation.

Furthermore, property owners who either have no internet access or are unable to read or 
write can also visit their local Revenue office where computers and assistance to file online will 
be available.

As to difficulties being experienced by people attempting to contact the LPT helpline at 
1890 200 255, I am assured by Revenue that only a small number of access issues have been 
reported since the service commenced on 6 March in comparison to the very high volumes of 
satisfied callers.  Since commencement, the helpline has handled in excess of 300,000 calls, 
with peak days experiencing 15,000 – 20,000 calls.  Any difficulties that may have been expe-
rienced by some people were clearly as a result of the high volumes on particular days coming 
up to the 7 May deadline for paper filers.  In response to the demand, Revenue extended the 
opening hours of the helpdesk from 9am/5pm to 8am/8pm on weekdays and commenced Satur-
day opening from 9am to 5pm.  Extra operators were also deployed to ensure that the necessary 
resources were in place to deal with the very high volumes of calls.  Revenue will continue to 
monitor the situation and make whatever adjustments are necessary to ensure there is sufficient 
capacity on the helpline to meet demand up to the 28 May filing deadline.  Details of the LPT 
helpline’s extended opening hours for the period prior to this deadline are already posted on the 
Revenue website.

Given the range of options that have been made available by Revenue to assist people expe-
riencing any difficulty in meeting their LPT obligations, and the fact that owners of residential 
properties have already filed in excess of 700,000 returns and utilised the different payment op-
tions, I am very satisfied with the current arrangements that Revenue has in place.  Therefore, 
I do not propose, nor is it practicable given the logistics involved, to extend the closing date or 
consider that any changes to Revenue’s procedures are required in the run-up to the online LPT 
Return filing date.

14/05/2013WRF02450Income Statistics

14/05/2013WRF02500177. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 73 of 2 May 2013, if he will set out the incomes and income tax distributions in a for-
mat matching the income bands in a table in the published reports he refers to in his reply and 
citing the table title, in order that a reliable comparison can be made with previous years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22231/13]

14/05/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As requested by the deputy I have been 
provided by the Revenue Commissioners with reformatted tables of projected income levels 
and numbers of income earners for the income tax years 2011 and 2012 and these are as fol-
lows.  The design of  these tables is consistent  with the format of the “Totals” section of Table 
IDS 1 in the “Income Distribution Statistics” chapter that is included in each of their Statisti-
cal Reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011 and which are available on the Revenue website at www.
revenue.ie.



Questions - Written Answers

58

It should be noted that the income ranges shown in the tables  relate to Gross Income as 
defined in Revenue Statistical Reports.

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the 
year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. These are, 
therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

It should also be noted that a married couple who has elected or has been deemed to have 
elected for joint assessment is counted as one tax unit.

All Income earners for Income Tax Year 2011 (provisional)

Gross Income Range Gross Income Numbers Income Tax
€ € €
0 - 10,000 1,777,478,929 402,848 510,487
10,001 - 12,000 830,651,208 75,414 1,511,514
12,001 - 15,000 1,552,305,944 114,861 4,551,157
15,001 - 17,000 1,226,851,746 76,658 4,212,652
17,000 - 20,000 2,372,601,139 128,197 33,453,349
20,001 - 25,000 4,685,801,212 208,370 137,303,478
25,001 - 27,000 2,009,153,888 77,330 84,502,457
27,001 - 30,000 3,023,483,900 106,147 152,308,768
30,001 - 35,000 5,138,447,500 158,357 320,534,508
35,001 - 40,000 5,315,918,518 142,038 452,610,389
40,001 - 50,000 9,092,446,317 203,632 1,027,785,257
50,001 - 60,000 7,298,420,282 133,560 1,027,593,592
60,001 - 75,000 8,536,665,735 127,627 1,376,446,571
75,001 - 100,000 8,926,010,458 104,238 1,713,692,758
100,001- 150,000 7,685,672,072 64,677 1,759,247,959
150,001 - 200,000 3,046,558,751 17,819 784,039,591
200,001 - 275,000 2,301,516,484 9,926 613,192,221
Over 275,000 5,767,654,034 10,929 1,629,868,135
Overall Total 80,587,638,117 2,162,628 11,123,364,843
All Income earners for Income Tax Year 2012 (provisional)

Gross Income Range Gross Income Numbers Income Tax
€ € €
0 - 10,000 1,765,045,500 400,125 526,693
10,001 - 12,000 824,063,021 74,800 1,559,097
12,001 - 15,000 1,540,366,291 113,970 4,552,652
15,001 - 17,000 1,217,524,832 76,084 4,303,117
17,000 - 20,000 2,353,236,584 127,134 33,595,707
20,001 - 25,000 4,657,950,173 207,116 137,114,083
25,001 - 27,000 2,006,080,358 77,202 84,606,720
27,001 - 30,000 3,012,980,639 105,764 152,131,448
30,001 - 35,000 5,118,907,036 157,744 320,201,781
35,001 - 40,000 5,303,801,141 141,691 453,384,034
40,001 - 50,000 9,100,605,135 203,817 1,031,079,033



14 May 2013

59

Gross Income Range Gross Income Numbers Income Tax
€ € €
50,001 - 60,000 7,320,079,368 133,954 1,033,634,792
60,001 - 75,000 8,562,660,772 128,001 1,383,586,347
75,001 - 100,000 8,980,652,097 104,875 1,726,184,120
100,001- 150,000 7,771,459,491 65,395 1,779,859,644
150,001 - 200,000 3,069,413,309 17,959 791,037,828
200,001 - 275,000 2,338,184,015 10,089 622,300,141
Over 275,000 5,875,110,578 11,109 1,660,195,477
Overall Total 80,818,120,340 2,156,829 11,219,852,714

14/05/2013WRF02650Pension Provisions

14/05/2013WRF02700178. Deputy Helen McEntee asked the Minister for Finance in view of the publication of 
the Mercer report and his recommendations to the covered institutions that they reduce their 
cost base by between 6% and 10%, if his attention has been drawn to fact that a covered institu-
tion (details supplied) will ask for a significant contribution from its pension schemes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22238/13]

14/05/2013WRF02800187. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has received formal 
replies to the Mercer report from each of the State supported banks; the actions that are now 
planned to implement the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22361/13]

14/05/2013WRF02900211. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that pension 
entitlements for former employees of Permanent TSB will not be affected as part of the cost 
cutting measures aimed at reducing the costs by 10% at the bank; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22745/13]

14/05/2013WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 178, 
187 and 211 together. 

I can confirm that the three covered institutions responded with their individual strategies by 
the due date of 30 April as requested by the Government.  All three institutions have put forward 
pension changes to varying degrees as part of their respective overall responses.

I am constrained as to what I can say at present due to commercial sensitivities and perhaps, 
more critical at this stage, industrial relations concerns as the normal protocols continue and 
need to be respected and observed by all parties.

I would encourage all sides to engage in these discussions proactively through the appropri-
ate forums in view of the serious and critical consequences for all concerned.

14/05/2013WRF03050Banking Sector Issues

14/05/2013WRF03100179. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding an increase in EBS mortgages; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22250/13]

14/05/2013WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the Government is acutely aware 
of the increasing financial stress that some households are facing in the current environment, 
ultimately the pricing of financial products, including standard variable mortgage interest rates, 
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is a commercial matter for the management and the Board of the Institution. As the Deputy will 
be aware the Relationship Framework with AIB provides that the State will not intervene in the 
day-to-day operations of the bank or their management decisions. This framework is published 
on the Department of Finance website. I must ensure that the bank is run on a commercial, cost 
effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the bank as an asset to the State, as per the 
Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, the ECB 
and the IMF.  Neither the Central Bank nor the Department of Finance has a statutory function 
in relation to interest rate decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular 
time. It should also be noted that the Relationship Framework references decisions regarding 
pricing as being commercial decisions for the banks.

It must be remembered that in order to fund mortgages the bank must borrow at current 
wholesale and deposit rates which are currently higher than the ECB base rate and the bank 
must ensure that the rate it lends at is economically sustainable and provides a return for the 
bank and ultimately the State as its shareholder. It would not be fair for 2.1 million taxpayers to 
subsidise 138,000 owner occupier mortgages, especially when the vast majority of these mort-
gage holders can afford to pay their mortgages.

I understand that the Central Bank of Ireland pays attention to the effect of any increases in 
the standard variable rate, on mortgage arrears and would no doubt be concerned if banks were 
exacerbating their arrears problem and as such impairing their on-going viability, from such 
actions.

14/05/2013WRF03250Tax Clearance Certificates

14/05/2013WRF03300180. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if State bodies, State agen-
cies and public bodies should be required to get a tax clearance certificate ffrom persons who 
purchase assets from them to ensure assets formerly owned by the State are not going into the 
black economy in view of the fact that there is a requirement for tax clearance certificates to be 
available for people who are receiving payment from a public body in many cases; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22267/13]

14/05/2013WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A Tax Clearance Certificate is a written 
confirmation from Revenue that a person’s tax affairs are in order at the date of issue of the 
Certificate.  As the Deputy has noted, the requirement to produce a Tax Clearance Certificate 
usually arises in the context of a person seeking State money, e.g. Government contracts or 
grants. They can also be required when obtaining licences, e.g. an excise licence or road trans-
port licence, or in other cases such as where the Standards in Public Office Act, 2001 applied tax 
clearance requirements to persons elected to the Dail or Seanad, judicial appointees and senior 
office appointees.  However, the disposal of State assets to which the Deputy refers is primarily 
a matter for my colleague, Minister Howlin.

14/05/2013WRF03450Property Taxation Exemptions

14/05/2013WRF03500181. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible to apply for a 
full or partial exemption or waiver in respect of a private residence that has had works carried 
out to the property to adapt the house for an occupier that has a disability as part of the housing 
adaption for people with a disability grant scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22271/13]

14/05/2013WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
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sioners that Section 10B of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides 
that a permanently and totally incapacitated person is exempt from payment of LPT where the 
property is occupied as his/her sole or main residence and where he/she has received a personal 
injury compensation or is a beneficiary under a qualifying trust.  If the exemption does not ap-
ply, section 15A of the Act as amended provides for a reduction in the market value of a resi-
dential property that has been adapted for occupation by a disabled person, as defined within 
Section 2 of the Disability Act 2005, where the adaptation has been grant-aided or approved for 
grant aid by a local authority under either of the following:(1) Housing (Adaptation Grants for 
older people and people with disabilities) Regulations 2007; or  (2) Regulation 4 of the Housing 
(Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grants) Regulations 2001.

The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her sole or main residence 
after the adaptation is completed.  The reduction in value is limited to the lesser of the charge-
able value attributable to the adaptation work carried out on the property and the maximum 
grant payable under the relevant local authority scheme.  The relief ends on the sale or transfer 
of a property that has been adapted, unless the person with the disability continues to reside in 
the property. 

Full Details are available on www.revenue.ie.  I refer the Deputy also to my detailed reply to 
similar questions, No. 115 on 27 March (15664/13) and No. 231 on 16 April (16212/13).

14/05/2013WRF03650International Financial Services Centre

14/05/2013WRF03700182. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of banks and 
businesses that have closed in the International Financial Services Centre over the past three 
years; the names of the banks; the reason they closed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22277/13]

14/05/2013WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is difficult to clearly demarcate which 
banks participate in international financial services activity based solely on location in the Inter-
national Financial Services Centre.  Fifteen banking licences were revoked by the Central Bank 
since 2010. These are set out below. All of the revocations were at the request of the banks. The 
rationale for the revocation is a commercial decision for each of banks involved. The seven 
banks marked with an asterisk had their head office address in the IFSC.

2010

- First Active plc. 31 March 2010

- EAA Bank Ireland plc.* 16 December 2010

- Postbank Ireland Limited 20 December 2010

- Bank of Scotland (Ireland ) Limited 31 December 2010

2011

DePfa-Bank Europe plc.* 02 February 2011

Pfizer International Bank Europe* 07 July 2011

Irish Nationwide Building Society 28 July 2011

ABN AMRO Retained Custodial Services (Ireland) Limited 29 July 2011
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BNY Mellon International Bank Limited* 20 December 2011

2012

IBRC Mortgage Bank 25 July 2012

Commerzbank Europe (Ireland)* 26 September 2012

Zurich Bank* 14 December 2012

2013

Goldman Sachs Bank (Europe) plc. 18 January 2013

The Bank of New York Mellon (Ireland ) Limited* 01 February 2013

Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited 07 February 2013

I have no information on non bank licences in the IFSC.

14/05/2013WRF03850Tax Yield

14/05/2013WRF03900183. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of taxpayers 
earning more than €100,000 per annum; the amount of tax they pay; the percentage this is of the 
total tax take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22278/13]

14/05/2013WRF04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the number of income earners earning gross income in excess of €100,000, estimat-
ed by reference to projected incomes for 2013, is 108,700.  In addition, the income tax liability 
for this cohort it is estimated at €5,077 million which represents 44% of the expected income 
tax yield in 2013.  Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred, tax liability amount is rounded 
to the nearest million, and percentage of tax liability is rounded to the nearest percentage point. 

It should be noted that the figure for tax and percentage tax yield only relate to income tax 
and do not take account of additional liability to PRSI and Universal Social Charge. 

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the 
year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. These are, 
therefore, provisional and likely to be revised. 

It should be noted that Gross Income is as defined in the Revenue Statistical Report 2011. 
A married couple who has elected or has been deemed to have elected for joint assessment is 
counted as one tax unit.

14/05/2013WRF04050Marked Gas Oil

14/05/2013WRF04100184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if operators are permitted 
to use marked gas oil rebated fuel in agricultural tractor and trailer combinations used for the 
general carriage of goods by road for hire or reward; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22285/13]

14/05/2013WRF04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that marked gas oil may be used in agricultural tractor and trailer combinations regard-
less of the purpose for which these vehicles are being used.  The question of the use of such 
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vehicles for the general carriage of goods by road for hire or reward is a matter for the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

14/05/2013WRF04250Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

14/05/2013WRF04300185. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene with the Per-
manent TSB in order to ensure that workers’ pension benefits are protected under the defined 
benefit scheme and to ensure that those accountable for bad investment decisions and under 
funding are held accountable rather than the innocent members of the scheme. [22312/13]

14/05/2013WRF04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the pension 
arrangements for the staff of Permanent TSB are a matter for the management of that company 
and for the trustees of the relevant pension schemes.  I understand that the proposal by the 
company to the trustees concerning the defined benefit pension schemes may be referred to the 
Labour Court although that would be an issue for the various interested parties. 

As the Deputy will appreciate there are a number of factors that led to deficits arising in the 
defined benefit schemes at Permanent TSB. The first priority must be to reach a resolution to 
the issue. 

14/05/2013WRF04450Property Taxation Collection

14/05/2013WRF04500186. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person who 
signed up online to pay the local property tax by direct debit has had the payment debited when 
the forms indicate that the payment would not be due until 21 July; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22347/13]

14/05/2013WRF04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that, from the information provided by the Deputy, the payment option in question is 
most likely the ‘once off’ debit instruction that allows customers pay the liability in full on 21 
July 2013.  This option also includes the flexibility for customers to make the payment earlier 
than 21 July if they so wish by inputting a specific date.  The Revenue Commissioner state that 
if the Deputy supplies details concerning the person in question they will investigate the exact 
circumstances and revert.

  Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 178.

14/05/2013WRF04750Budget 2014 Issues

14/05/2013WRF04800188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the minimum adjustment that 
would be required to be made in budget 2014 to meet the original agreed deficit target as set out 
in the troika programme. [22364/13]

14/05/2013WRF04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Under the Excessive Deficit Procedure a 
maximum General Government deficit of 5.1% of GDP is allowed for 2014. The consolidation 
path as set out in the Medium Term Fiscal Statement, published in November 2012, contained 
an adjustment of €3.1 billion to be implemented in 2014 which is consistent with achieving 
the target.  However, as the Deputy is aware, there have been a number of developments in the 
intervening period, the most significant of which relates to the promissory note restructuring.  
It is estimated that this restructuring lessens the amount that will have to be borrowed in 2014 
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by approximately €1bn.

Following on from these developments and based on the purely technical assumption that 
the benefits of the promissory note deal will be used for deficit reduction purposes next year, our 
Stability Programme Update (SPU), published in April, forecast a General Government Deficit 
of 4.3% of GDP for 2014. 

Budget 2014 will be announced on the 15th of October 2013 and in the preceding weeks 
and months, as further information is available, Government policy on Budget 2014 measures 
will be finalised. I will not be drawn into speculation at this time, on the composition of the 
next budget.

Any consolidation measures announced in Budget 2014 will continue to be implemented in 
as fair and equitable way as possible while fostering economic growth.

14/05/2013WRG00150IBRC Liquidation

14/05/2013WRG00200189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance of the ten persons, commonly 
known together as the Maple 10 or Anglo Golden Circle, if he will confirm the number of per-
sons that continue to have outstanding loans at the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; if these 
persons have currently outstanding loans other than those related to the Maple 10 transaction. 
[22365/13]

14/05/2013WRG00300190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance of the ten loans provided to 
the group commonly known together as the Maple 10 or Anglo Golden Circle, if he will con-
firm the number of loans which were provided originally on a recourse basis, but which were 
subsequently changed to non-recourse loans. [22366/13]

14/05/2013WRG00400191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance of the ten loans provided to 
the group commonly known together as the Maple 10 or Anglo Golden Circle, if he will confirm 
the total of all repayments made and the current outstanding balance including interest and any 
other charges. [22367/13]

14/05/2013WRG00500192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance of the ten loans provided to 
the group commonly known together as the Maple 10 or Anglo Golden Circle, if he will con-
firm the number of loans on which the bank has initiated court proceedings to recover sums 
outstanding. [22368/13]

14/05/2013WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 to 
192, inclusive, together.

The Special Liquidators have informed me that they are not in a position to comment on 
individual cases.  I have been advised that the information requested is confidential and that it 
would not be appropriate for the Special Liquidators to release such information.

14/05/2013WRG00650IBRC Liquidation

14/05/2013WRG00700193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation borrowers will be eligible to buy their own loans at less than par value 
when such loans over €10m are offered to the market imminently, but that borrowers at the 
National Asset Management Agency are precluded by the NAMA Act from buying their own 
loans at below par value. [22369/13]
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14/05/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As previously advised, independent 
third parties are being engaged to independently value the loan assets of IBRC (in Special Liq-
uidation).  There is an obligation on the Special Liquidators to ensure that assets of IBRC are 
sold at a price that is equal to or in excess of the independent valuations that are being obtained.  
A process is currently being finalised that ensures that maximum value is extracted from the 
loan sales.  The Special Liquidators are responsible for putting in place a liquidation process 
which fulfils their obligation under the IBRC Act and where applicable the Companies Acts.  It 
is a matter for the Special Liquidators to determine what bidders constitute qualifying bidders 
for the purposes of the sales process.  The protocol which is in place for the disposal of the 
IBRC assets is guided in a specified manner as the Special Liquidator will only be holding the 
assets for a limited period of time.  Any assets that are not sold to third parties for a value higher 
than the independent valuations will be sold to NAMA at that price.  Assets that are transferred 
to NAMA will then be subject to the protocol according to the NAMA Act 2009.

It is the objective of NAMA in any loan sale to achieve its commercial mandate of obtaining 
the best financial return on behalf of the State.  In accordance with the NAMA Act procedures 
have been put in place by the Agency to achieve these objectives.

14/05/2013WRG00825NAMA Expenditure

14/05/2013WRG00900194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the sums 
paid by the National Asset Management Agency to each of the ratings agencies Fitch, Moody’s, 
Standard and Poor’s and Dominion Bond Rating Service in each of 2010, 2011, 2012 and to 
date in 2013. [22370/13]

14/05/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Rating agency costs relating to NAMA 
are, in the main, paid by the NTMA as part of its overall sovereign rating programme.  NAMA 
directly bears the cost arising from the rating of NAMA Bonds by Dominion Bond Rating 
Service (DBRS).  NAMA advises that the terms of its agreement with DBRS are commercially 
sensitive and of a confidential nature.

14/05/2013WRG01050Financial Services Sector Remuneration

14/05/2013WRG01100195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 208 and 210 of 23 April 2013, if he will confirm by year, separately, the salary and 
benefits and total remuneration of the Financial Regulator for 2010, 2011 and 2012. [22371/13]

14/05/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank 
that the salary of the current Deputy Governor (Financial Regulation), Matthew Elderfield, is 
€340,000 per annum which represents a reduction of 15% on his original salary of €400,000 
on his appointment in January 2010.  The Central Bank’s Annual Report for 2010 shows that 
in 2010, the Deputy Governor also received a fully taxable relocation fee of €75,000 and a 
delegate’s allowance of €299.  In addition rent subsidy of €5,400 and relocation expenses of 
€6,670 were paid.

The terms of the contract agreed with the Deputy Governor provided for a performance 
related payment of €100,000 payable on review of performance at the end of the third year of 
the contract.  The Deputy Governor agreed to defer the payment of any possible performance 
related bonus, which was due in January 2013, as part of his terms and conditions of employ-
ment agreed, until the end of his employment with the Bank. 



Questions - Written Answers

66

The Deputy Governor has subsequently advised the Commission of the Central Bank that he 
has waived his €100,000 bonus entitlement at the end of his contract of employment.

14/05/2013WRG01250Stock Exchange Issues

14/05/2013WRG01300196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 79 of 1 May 2013, if the increase in the State’s shareholding of the ordinary shares in 
Allied Irish Banks as a result of receiving the €280m dividend in kind rather than in cash, will 
affect the stock exchange listing status of AIB. [22372/13]

14/05/2013WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Allied Irish Banks (AIB) announced on 
24 April 2013 that the annual cash dividend of €280 million on the €3.5 billion 2009 Non Cu-
mulative Preference Shares held by the National Pensions Reserve Fund Commission (NPRFC) 
on behalf of the Irish State, due 13 May 2013 will not be paid.  As a result AIB becomes obliged 
to issue and allot ordinary shares to the NPRFC in accordance with the Bank’s Articles of As-
sociation.  The number of Bonus Shares to be issued will be calculated by dividing the unpaid 
dividend amount of €280m on the 2009 Preference Shares by the average price on an ordinary 
share over the period of thirty days trading immediately preceding the annual dividend date.  
The final amount of Bonus Issue of ordinary shares will therefore be announced in due course.  
However as the Irish State, through the NPRFC already own 99.8% of the ordinary shares of 
AIB, the increase in ownership as a result of these new bonus shares is likely to be marginal. 

The payment of the dividend in shares is not expected to have any effect on the stock ex-
change listing status of AIB.

14/05/2013WRG01450State Banking Sector

14/05/2013WRG01500197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason he has not been 
obliged to make an offer for all outstanding shares in Allied Irish Banks and Permanent TSB in 
view of his shareholding in both banks, 99.8% in the former and 99.5% in the latter. [22373/13]

14/05/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The recapitalisation of Allied Irish Banks 
(“AIB”) was effected through the National Pensions Reserve Fund Commission (“NPRFC”).  
Section 15A(4) of the National Pensions Reserve Fund Act 2000 (the “Act”, inserted by the 
Investment of the National Pensions Reserve Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2009) 
provides that nothing done on behalf of the NPRFC for the purposes of a “relevant acquisition” 
constitutes an offer or takeover bid or similar transaction for the purposes of the Irish Takeover 
Panel Act 1997, the Irish Takeover Rules or the European Communities (Takeover Bids (Direc-
tive 2004/25/EC)) Regulations 2006 (together “Irish Takeover Law”).  A “relevant acquisi-
tion” is an acquisition of an interest in a credit institution by the NPRFC resulting from a direc-
tion under 19A of the Act.  All of the investments in AIB made by the NPRFC were directed 
investments pursuant to Section 19A of the Act, and were therefore also “relevant acquisitions”.  
Accordingly the mandatory bid requirements set out in Irish Takeover Law did not apply to the 
NPRFC’s investments in AIB.

The recapitalisation of Irish Life and Permanent Group Holdings plc (now Permanent tsb 
Group Holdings plc) took place pursuant to the making of a Direction Order of the High Court 
dated 26 July 2011 pursuant to the Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act 2010 (the “Direction 
Order  ”). In connection with the Direction Order the Irish Takeover Panel granted a waiver of 
the requirement to make a mandatory cash offer for the entire issued share capital of Irish Life 
and Permanent Group Holdings plc. 
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Rule 9 of the Irish Takeover Rules provides that the requirement to make a mandatory cash 
offer for the remaining issued share capital of a relevant company will not apply to a single 
holder of securities (including the concert parties of such holder) who holds securities which 
confer more than 50% of the voting rights of that relevant company.

14/05/2013WRG01650Banking Licence Applications

14/05/2013WRG01700198. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm by year 
for each of end of 2010, end of 2011, end of 2012 and currently, the number of extant banking 
licences issued to banks operating in the International Financial Services Centre; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22374/13]

14/05/2013WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The total number of credit institutions 
registered in Ireland is 437.  A full list of authorised credit institutions is available on the Central 
Bank website at http://registers.centralbank.ie/DownloadsPage.aspx.  It is difficult to clearly 
demarcate which banks participate in international financial services activity based solely on 
location in the International Financial Services Centre.  The Central Bank has identified the 
key international financing operations which it considers to be IFSC type banking activities i.e. 
wholesale institutions carrying out non-retail banking activity.  The number of wholesale insti-
tutions licensed for non-retail banking activities on 31 December 2010 was 30; on 31 December 
2011 there were 26; and on 31 December 2012 there were 24.  The current number of wholesale 
institutions licensed for non-retail banking activities is 22.

14/05/2013WRG01850Central Bank of Ireland Issues

14/05/2013WRG01900199. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland is considering outsourcing security for the bank’s operations; if all security 
operations, or specific activities are being outsourced; the value of the contract that is being of-
fered; the way it is being tendered and the closing date for tendering; the cost of the tendering 
process; the savings of net cost to the State of outsourcing security; if there will be job losses at 
the Central Bank of Ireland as a result of this. [22396/13]

14/05/2013WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will appreciate that the 
Central Bank is not in a position to disclose or discuss the details of its security model or opera-
tions.  However, security operations are reviewed regularly to ensure they operate to current 
best practices and in the most effective and efficient manner.  In addition, as is the case with all 
business operations, in the event that there were to be any changes that were to impact on staff, 
the Bank is committed to engaging through normal consultative channels.

14/05/2013WRG02050Tobacco Control Measures

14/05/2013WRG02100200. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the payments that have been 
made by tobacco manufacturers in each of the past five years for breaches of the Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Revenue Commissioners and tobacco companies here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22405/13]

14/05/2013WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I take it that the Deputy is referring to 
the payments that are made to Ireland under the international agreements entered into by four 
major tobacco manufacturers, the European Union and Member States.  I am advised by the 
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Revenue Commissioners that the payments made to Ireland under those agreements in the years 
2008 to 2012 are set out in the following table.

Payments to Ireland under international tobacco agreements

Year Total Payments Received
2008  €959,703
2009 €907,329
2010 €1,224,025
2011 €1,325,364
2012 €694,558

14/05/2013WRG02250Property Taxation Administration

14/05/2013WRG02300201. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will investigate the 
reason persons who had registered and paid the household charge did not receive their local 
property tax return forms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22407/13]

14/05/2013WRG02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A key aspect of the work undertaken 
by Revenue in the implementation of the Local Property Tax (LPT) was the development of a 
comprehensive register of residential properties in the State.  The register was developed using 
data drawn from a range of sources including Revenue’s own databases, the Household Charge 
database from the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA), Non-Principal Private 
Residence Charge data, Private Residential Tenancies Board data, information from the Depart-
ment of Social Protection, and data from utility companies.  As I previously indicated to the 
House, the Register was used to issue LPT correspondence to property owners.  I am advised 
that there are a number of possible reasons why property owners who registered for and paid 
the Household Charge did not receive a LPT Return.  These include:

- The version of the Household Charge database that was used to create the LPT Register 
was updated to January 2013.  Properties which were added to the database after this date would 
not have been provided to Revenue.  Revenue now has a more up-to-date version of the House-
hold Charge database and will be using that to refresh the LPT Register in due course.

- The Household charge database included properties not liable for LPT – for example, bed-
sits – which were not added to the LPT Register.

- Where a property was identified as being in the ownership of a local authority or approved 
housing body, these were excluded from the general issue of LPT Returns to property owners.

- Returns were issued to the owner’s address held on Revenue’s system. In some cases this 
may have been different to the owner’s address recorded on the Household Charge database.

- In some cases it was not possible to identify the relevant owner of the property from the 
Household Charge database.  For example, in some instances the charge on a property was paid 
using a payment card in a different name, in which case the data supplied to Revenue was the 
payer’s name, not the owner’s.

Given the complexity of the process of developing the LPT Register from scratch through 
the matching of multiple data sources, it was always likely that in a small number of cases, 
people would either receive an LPT Return in error or, possibly not receive one at all.  I am 
satisfied that the Revenue Commissioners forewarned taxpayers about this.
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In particular, for those who had not received an LPT Return, Revenue has been highlighting 
in its extensive media campaign that as LPT is a self-assessed tax, in common with other self-
assessed taxes certain responsibilities rest with the taxpayer even where they have not received 
a communication from Revenue.

I have also re-enforced that point to the House on a number of occasions, most recently in 
my replies to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 87 (20652/13) and 92 (20686/13) on 1 May, that li-
able persons who have not yet received a Return from Revenue must still self-assess the amount 
of LPT due, complete and file their LPT Return, and pay the tax due.  They should contact the 
LPT helpline 1890 200 255 or they can login to LPT online at www.revenue.ie and file a return 
by clicking on the “I have not received a Property PIN” tab.  There is good evidence that people 
are responding to the message.

The process of ensuring that the LPT Register is as accurate and complete as possible will 
be an ongoing one, given the scale of the task, and will continue beyond the online return fil-
ing deadline.  I am satisfied that the continuing work of the Commissioners will ensure that all 
residential property owners are registered for the tax.

14/05/2013WRG02450Property Taxation Application

14/05/2013WRG02500202. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify a person’s 
liability for the local property tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22438/13]

14/05/2013WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The case referred to by the Deputy 
refers to a property which has been adapted for a person with a disability.  The precise circum-
stances are not clear from the information supplied but I will outline the exemption and relief 
which may be available.  I refer the Deputy also to my detailed reply to similar questions, No. 
115 on 27 March (15664/13) and No. 231 on 16 April (16212/13).  Section 10B of the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides that a permanently and totally incapaci-
tated person is exempt from payment of LPT where the property is occupied as his/her sole or 
main residence and where he/she has received a personal injury compensation, either from a 
court or the Personal Injuries Assessment Board, or is a beneficiary under a qualifying trust.

Where this exemption does not apply, Section 15A of the Act as amended provides for a 
reduction in the market value of a residential property that has been adapted for occupation by 
a disabled person, as defined within Section 2 of the Disability Act 2005, where the adaptation 
has been grant-aided or approved for grant aid by a local authority under either of the follow-
ing: (1) Housing (Adaptation Grants for older people and people with disabilities) Regulations 
2007; or (2) Regulation 4 of the Housing (Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grants) 
Regulations 2001.

The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her sole or main residence 
after the adaptation is completed.  The reduction in value is limited to the lesser of the charge-
able value attributable to the adaptation work carried out on the property and the maximum 
grant payable under the relevant local authority scheme.  The relief ends on the sale or transfer 
of a property that has been adapted, unless the person with the disability continues to reside in 
the property.  Full details are available on www.revenue.ie.

If the Deputy wishes, he can supply me with further details in regard to the person in ques-
tion, so that Revenue can investigate the exact circumstances and revert.  Alternatively, the 
person may contact Revenue directly by calling the LPT helpline on 1890 200 255, by writing 
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to Revenue, LPT Branch, P.O. Box 1, Limerick or by email to lpt@revenue.ie.

14/05/2013WRG02650Property Taxation Collection

14/05/2013WRG02700203. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if statistics from the local prop-
erty tax collected by the Revenue Commissioners will be made available for academic purposes 
such as geographers and academics as mentioned by the chairperson’s recent comments in the 
media; when he expects this information to be made available; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22481/13]

14/05/2013WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they have adopted a very open approach in their work on implementing the Local 
Property Tax (LPT) to date.  In creating its valuation guidance, Revenue consulted widely 
with academic and other researchers in the field of property valuation.  Revenue engaged geo-
specialist consultants from an academic institution in Ireland to assist in creating the database 
used for valuation purposes.  In addition to publishing valuation guidance application on its 
website, Revenue also made the data used in the guidance application available to researchers, 
businesses and the public.  This enables any interested party to map the average valuations in 
the Revenue guidance through their own mapping software or spatial analysis tools.  The same 
data are also available in hard copy paper format for those without internet access.

Aside from valuation guidance related statistics, since the launch of the LPT campaign 
in March Revenue has provided regular updates on returns filed and this type of update will 
continue.  The Commissioners also expect to be in a position later in the year to make publicly 
available further information on return filing and payment compliance levels, as well as prop-
erty valuation patterns on a geographical basis.

It is clear to me that Revenue has adopted an open approach to working with academic and 
interested parties in the implementation of the LPT and I am advised that they will continue 
to evaluate options for sharing statistics and data as appropriate and feasible over the coming 
months as the LPT progresses, consistent with ensuring that taxpayer confidentiality is pro-
tected.

14/05/2013WRG02850Departmental Funding

14/05/2013WRG02900204. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to any proposal to partly fund the Poolbeg incinerator project through loans from the 
National Pension Reserve Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22659/13]

14/05/2013WRG03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Treasury Management 
Agency (NTMA), as Manager of the National Pensions Reserve Fund (NPRF), does not com-
ment on potential investments for reasons of commercial confidentiality.  For various reasons 
not all opportunities considered by the NPRF necessarily result in an investment.  Where the 
NPRF does ultimately make an investment commitment, these are detailed each year in the 
Portfolio of Investments section of its Annual Report and where significant are announced at 
the time.

14/05/2013WRG03050Tax Exemptions

14/05/2013WRG03100205. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance if he will advise on the attached 
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(details supplied) regarding capital gains tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22698/13]

14/05/2013WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that one of their officers has spoken to the taxpayer to discuss his particular tax issues.  
The options available were explained and it has been arranged that the taxpayer’s agent will 
contact the Revenue officer directly for any further clarification necessary.

14/05/2013WRG03250Property Valuations

14/05/2013WRG03300206. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the continuing problems faced by home-owners in fairly valuing their properties for the pur-
poses of the local property tax whereby early registers have based their valuations on the prop-
erty price register data available at the time but later registers have based their valuations on 
later updates on the property price register, resulting in persons with virtually identical proper-
ties making two different returns and paying different rates under the LPT; his views on whether 
it is fair that two neighbours with very similar homes pay different LPT amounts purely on the 
basis of the information that is available to them at the time of their registration; and the way he 
proposes to address such inequities. [22699/13]

14/05/2013WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that I have 
dealt comprehensively with previous questions, both written and in Topical Debates, from her-
self and from other public representatives on the question of property valuation for Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) purposes.  I disagree that continuing problems are being faced by people in 
fairly valuing their properties.  Property owners have already filed in excess of 700,000 LPT 
Returns and have made their self-assessment of the valuation band in the course of filing these 
Returns.  I am satisfied that the arrangements are working very well and property owners are 
engaging fully with their LPT obligations.

Based on the information provided by the Deputy in this question, it is not possible to pro-
vide a definitive reply to the issues raised.  However, the following will be of relevance.  

As previously advised, the Revenue Commissioners have provided on their website and in 
their “Guide to LPT” a variety of sources to help property owners establish the market value for 
their residential property.  This includes the Residential Property Price Register as well as other 
property websites and information from local estate agents and newspapers.  Revenue’s online 
interactive valuation guidance provides average indicative valuations for residential properties, 
based on the property type, age and location and uses data from the Residential Property Price 
Index (produced by the Central Statistics Office) to adjust for property price changes.  Given 
that property prices have broadly stabilised in recent months, any recent changes in values are 
small, therefore the Revenue valuation guidance offers a very good starting point to identifying 
current market prices for property owners.  

I am further advised that the Residential Property Price Register provides sales prices for 
residential properties sold since 2010 and is updated regularly, to include more recent sales of 
properties.  The Property Price Register shows the date of sale and property owners can use 
this date to judge how useful a sale is in assisting them in valuing their residential property.  
Clearly, the more recent the sales details, the better for the property owners in making their self-
assessments.  In addition, for the purposes of LPT, properties under €1 million are organised 
into valuation bands, with an initial band of €0 to €100,000 and 18 bands from €100,001 to €1 
million with a range of €50,000 in each band.  The first returns were filed in late March and, 
in the two-month period from then until the end of May, any change in property values in the 
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context of the value band system is extremely unlikely to cause concerns for those early filers 
who made an honest and reasonable assessment of their property valuation.

14/05/2013WRG03450IBRC Liquidation

14/05/2013WRG03500207. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the taxpayer of the 
recent sale of the Quinn Building, Johnstown, Navan, to Meath County Council. [22704/13]

14/05/2013WRG03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special 
Liquidators that the Quinn building was sold directly by the Quinn Group and is not pledged 
or held as security by IBRC.  The sale of the Quinn building was therefore not a direct cost to 
the taxpayer.

14/05/2013WRG03650Property Taxation Collection

14/05/2013WRG03700208. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the number of registrations for the 
local property tax on a local authority basis. [22712/13]

14/05/2013WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that it is not possible to provide a breakdown of the number of registrations for the 
Local Property Tax on a regional or administrative area basis until Local Property Tax Returns 
are filed, processed and the results analysed.  Property owners have until 28 May to file their 
returns electronically. 

14/05/2013WRG03850Tax Exemptions

14/05/2013WRG03900209. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
all organisations here which are granted charitable tax exemption; if he will list all such organi-
sations which had charitable tax exemption removed in the past ten years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22716/13]

14/05/2013WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In order to qualify for a charitable tax 
exemption, a body or trust must be established for charitable purposes only and must apply all 
of its income to those purposes.  Procedures are in place to firstly ensure that the exemption 
is only granted to bodies that meet the necessary criteria and to secondly satisfy the Revenue 
Commissioners of continued compliance with the terms of the exemption.  A list of bodies that 
have a charitable tax exemption is available on the Revenue Commissioners web site www.rev-
enue.ie at the following link:http://www.revenue.ie/en/about/publications/charities_alpha.xls.

For reasons of taxpayer confidentiality the Revenue Commissioners cannot provide a list of 
the individual bodies that have had an exemption removed in the past 10 years.  However, the 
following table details the number of such bodies:

Year (YTD) 
2013

2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003

Ex-
emp-
tions 
With-
drawn

38 73 87 108 215 169 69 90 33 25 41
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A charitable tax exemption can be removed for a variety of reasons such as cessation of ac-
tivities, amalgamation of two charities or failure to comply with the terms of the charitable tax 
exemption.  The high number of withdrawals in 2008, 2009 and 2010 was due to an intensive 
exercise carried out during those years to ensure that only those charities that were still active 
and required a charitable tax exemption retained that exemption.

14/05/2013WRG04050Departmental Funding

14/05/2013WRG04100210. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Finance if he has allocated funding 
from the sale of the mobile spectrum in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20196/13]

14/05/2013WRG04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The sale of the mobile spectrum in 2012 
was a welcome success, yielding the State revenues of approximately €730 million in general 
government terms for the year.  Generally speaking all revenues of the State, including capital 
receipts, as well as tax revenues and non-tax revenues are paid into the Central Fund.  They are 
not assigned to specific areas of expenditure but rather form part of the combined structure of 
resources which overall Exchequer expenditure is funded.  This covers expenditure in many 
important areas, such as Social Protection, Health, and Education, as well as for the servicing 
of the States debt expenses.

Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 178.

14/05/2013WRH00150Tax Reliefs Application

14/05/2013WRH00200212. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of student 
accommodation that was built under section 50 of the Finance Act 1999. [22749/13]

14/05/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 50 student accommodation is 
a section 23 type relief given in respect of the provision of certain third level student accom-
modation.  The scheme was introduced on 1 April 1999 and extended a number of times before 
finally coming to an end on 31 July 2008.  

The details of accommodation addresses is not captured as a normal part of individual tax 
returns, with the result that a list of accommodation, as requested by the Deputy, is not avail-
able.

The legislation requires that each project is subject to certification by the relevant third level 
college in accordance with guidelines drawn up by the Minister for Education and Skills in con-
sultation with the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and with 
the consent of the Minister for Finance.  The guidelines covered key elements of the scheme. 
These included the institutions that qualified, conditions relating to the standards and location 
of accommodation and the categories of students whose accommodation was covered.

In addition, the scheme also requires the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government to issue either a Certificate of Reasonable Cost or a Certificate of Compliance 
in respect of every project undertaken.  In section 9 of the Indecon Review of Property-Based 
Tax Incentive Schemes (published by the Department of Finance in February 2006), there is a 
reference to certificates having been issued in respect of 4,718 units, and included are the coun-
ties in which the units were located.  This covers units constructed between 1 April 1999 and 
18 February 2005.
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14/05/2013WRH00350Mortgage Interest Rates Issues

14/05/2013WRH00400213. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance his plans for Allied Irish Bank 
and other such banks to either pass on the ECB rate cuts to variable rate mortgage holders or re-
frain from increasing mortgage rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22753/13]

14/05/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the Government is acutely aware 
of the increasing financial stress that some households are facing in the current environment, 
ultimately the pricing of financial products, including standard variable mortgage interest rates, 
is a commercial matter for the management and the Board of the Institution.  As the Deputy will 
be aware the Relationship Framework with AIB provides that the State will not intervene in the 
day-to-day operations of the bank or their management decisions.  This framework is published 
on the Department of Finance website.  I must ensure that the bank is run on a commercial, cost 
effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the bank as an asset to the State, as per the 
Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, the ECB 
and the IMF.  Neither the Central Bank nor the Department of Finance has a statutory function 
in relation to interest rate decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular 
time. 

It must be remembered that in order to fund mortgages the bank must borrow at current 
wholesale and deposit rates which are currently higher than the ECB base rate and the bank 
must ensure that the rate it lends at is economically sustainable and provides a return for the 
bank and ultimately the State as its shareholder.  It would not be fair for 2.1 million taxpayers 
to subsidise 138,000 owner occupier mortgages, especially when the vast majority of these 
mortgage holders can afford to pay their mortgages.

I understand that the Central Bank of Ireland pays attention to the effect of any increases in 
the standard variable rate on mortgage arrears and would no doubt be concerned if banks were 
exacerbating their arrears problem and as such impairing their on-going viability, from such 
actions.

14/05/2013WRH00550Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRH00600214. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of personnel in 
whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the aegis of his Department 
in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to 
€40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, 
€80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, 
€150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, 
€300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, 
and more than €500,000. [22789/13]

14/05/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The following table sets out the number 
of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in respect of my Department in each of the follow-
ing earning brackets. 

Earnings Band   € Number of employees
0-20,000 12.9
20,001-30,000 67.36
30,001-40,000 71.2
40,001-50,000 39
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Earnings Band   € Number of employees
50,001-60,000 35.4
60,001-70,000 2.8
70,001-80,000 33
80,001-90,000 33
90,001-100,000 10
100,001-125,000 9
125,001-150,000 6
150,001-175,000 0
175,001-200,000 3
> 200,001 0
 

The Revenue Commissioners have provided me with the following information in relation 
to the 2012 Revenue earnings of currently serving Revenue staff.  The figures are net of any 
voluntary surrender of salary under Section 483 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997.

Earnings band in 2012 Number of employees (WTE)*
< 20,000 222.4
20,001 - 30,000 807.8
30,001 - 40,000 1,453.7
40,001 - 50,000 1,444
50,001 - 60,000 893.7
60,001 - 70,000 409.3
70,001 - 80,000 180.8
80,001 - 90,000 142.9
90,001 - 100,000 38
100,001 - 125,000 60
125,001 - 150,000 12
150,001 - 175,000 0
175,001 - 200,000 3
200,001 - 250,000 0
250,001 - 300,000 0
> 300,000 0
Number _of employees (WTE)*

*the WTEs provided are based on salary multipliers which take account of worksharers, 
staff on special unpaid leave and half-pay

The table for the Appeals Commissioners is as follows:

Earnings band in 2012 Number of employees 
< 20,000
20,001 - 30,000 1
30,001 - 40,000
40,001 - 50,000 1
50,001 - 60,000
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Earnings band in 2012 Number of employees 
60,001 - 70,000
70,001 - 80,000
80,001 - 90,000
90,001 - 100,000
100,001 - 125,000
125,001 - 150,000
150,001 - 175,000 2
175,001 - 200,000
200,001 - 250,000
250,001 - 300,000
> 300,000
Details for  the Disabled Drivers Scheme   are as follows:

1 WTE earns between  €150,000 - €200,000

1 WTE earns between  €40,000 - € 60,000

Details for the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council   are as follows:

Number of persons between €100,000 – €80,000: 1 person

Number of persons between  €60,000 – €40,000: 2 people

National Treasury Management Agency 

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) provides asset and liability manage-
ment services to Government.  Businesses managed by the NTMA include borrowing for the 
Exchequer and management of the National Debt, the State Claims Agency, the New Economy 
and Recovery Authority, the National Pensions Reserve Fund and the National Development 
Finance Agency.  It assigns staff to the National Asset Management Agency and also provides it 
with business and support services and systems.  All NAMA staff are employees of the NTMA.

The NTMA business model is specifically designed to carry out commercial and market-
facing functions while being funded from the Exchequer (except in the case of NAMA which 
reimburses the NTMA from income generated).  Under the NTMA business model, its remu-
neration structure is such that there are no general pay grades and no pay scales and all staff are 
on individually-negotiated contracts. 

The NTMA publishes information on salaries by salary band in its Annual Report.  The 
2012 Annual Report is scheduled for publication in July 2013.  Salary band information was 
updated by the NTMA in information provided to the Dáil Public Accounts Committee last 
December.  That information is set out below.

- NTMA (excluding 
NAMA)

NAMA Total

Up to €50,000 92 26 118
€50,001 to €100,000 122 108 230
€100,001 to 
€150,000

34 71 105
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- NTMA (excluding 
NAMA)

NAMA Total

€150,001 to 
€200,000

14 18 32

€200,001 to 
€250,000

3 1 4

€250,001 to 
€300,000

5 1 6

€300,001 to 
€400,000

2 2 4

€400,001 to 
€500,000

1 0 1

Total 273 227 500
Notes: The public service pension deduction is applied to NTMA employees.

All fifteen NTMA employees whose salaries exceeded €200,000 agreed to the Minister for 
Finance’s request of December 2011 that they waive 15% of salary or such amount of salary 
as exceeds €200,000 if application of the full 15% reduction would bring their salary to below 
€200,000.  These reductions are reflected in the above table.

14/05/2013WRH00750Illicit Trade in Tobacco

14/05/2013WRH00800215. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance the steps the Revenue Commis-
sioners are taking to monitor fairs, markets and so on in order to crackdown on the illegal sale 
of cigarettes and tobacco products being sold; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22804/13]

14/05/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that combating the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a high priority for 
them.  Their “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-2013)” includes a wide 
range of measures designed to identify and target those engaged in the supply or sale of illicit 
tobacco products, with a view to seizing the illicit products and prosecuting those responsible.  
This multi-faceted strategy includes ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem, 
developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis, ongoing review 
of operational policies, the development of analytics and detection technologies and ensuring 
optimum deployment of resources at both point of importation and within the country.   

A key element of Revenue’s work against the illicit trade within the country is targeted ac-
tion in relation to markets, fairs and other locations where illicit products are known to be sold.  
This includes high visibility patrols aimed at disrupting the sale or supply of illicit tobacco 
products at those locations.  In addition, covert surveillance and test purchasing are carried out 
to gather intelligence, with a view to identifying and prosecuting the suppliers and sellers of 
illicit products in the areas concerned.

This ongoing work is complemented each year by a number of countrywide “blitz” opera-
tions, focused on particular aspects of the illicit trade.  Four operations of this kind were carried 
out during 2012, resulting in the seizure of 1.9 million cigarettes and over 1 tonne of tobacco, 
17 vehicles were also seized in the course of those operations, and 2 arrests were made.

There is extensive co-operation with An Garda Síochána in combating the illicit trade, and 
the relevant agencies in the State also work closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, 
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through a cross-border group on tobacco enforcement, to target the organised crime groups that 
are responsible for a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market.

Considerable success is being achieved against the selling of illicit cigarettes and other 
tobacco products. During 2012, there were 75 convictions, resulting in the imposition of 21 
custodial sentences, some of which were suspended, and fines amounting to €153,050.  In ad-
dition, there were 57 convictions for smuggling of illicit products, which led to the imposition 
of 26 custodial sentences, some suspended, and fines totalling €93,550.

The Revenue Commissioners are committed to maintaining their extensive programme of 
action against all stages of the supply chain for illicit tobacco products, and action against the 
selling of such products, wherever it occurs, will be a particular focus of attention in this work.

14/05/2013WRH00950Tax Yield

14/05/2013WRH01000216. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the annual value of income tax 
paid by employees of multinational companies that have invested here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22818/13]

14/05/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that statistics on the amount of income tax, including Universal Social Charge (USC) 
paid by the employees of multinational companies that have invested in Ireland are not sepa-
rately available.    

However, the amount of income tax, including USC, paid in 2012 by the 50 companies, 
managed in Revenue’s Large Cases Division, which manages the tax affairs of most multina-
tional companies that have invested in Ireland and that deducted the largest amounts of income 
tax, including USC, from the wages and salaries of their employees, and which appear to be 
multinational companies, was €1.1 billion.  

14/05/2013WRH01150Property Taxation Exemptions

14/05/2013WRH01200217. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there is any exemption on 
the property tax for persons who bought their homes in 2008 and paid huge stamp duty, and for 
those whose property has had extensive flooding damage and cannot get their home valued as 
it cannot be sold; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22819/13]

14/05/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government decided that a univer-
sal liability to the Local Property Tax (LPT) should apply to all owners of residential properties 
with a limited number of exemptions.    

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, does not contain an exemption 
related to the previous payment of Stamp Duty.  The Inter-Departmental Expert Group on the 
Design of a Property Tax (the “Thornhill Group”) recommended against allowances for Stamp 
Duty because such allowances would not be targeted at need, and this recommendation was 
accepted by the Government.  The LPT legislation provides for a system of deferrals which is 
targeted at cases of need.  There is provision for deferral of LPT for income stressed households 
who are meeting high levels of mortgage interest.  Full details of the LPT deferral options can 
be found in the answer to Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 25 April (Reference No. 19631/13) 
and on www.revenue.ie.

This Government is committed to helping address the problems faced by those that bought 
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homes at the height of the property boom between 2004 and 2008.  In this regard, in Budget 
2012, I fulfilled the commitment in the Programme for Government to increase the rate of mort-
gage interest relief to 30 per cent for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage in that 
period.  Mortgage holders will qualify for the increased rate if they made their first mortgage 
interest payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage in that period.   
The relief is available up to and including the tax year 2017 on the interest paid on qualifying 
home loans taken out between 1 January 2004 and before 1 January 2013.

There are no specific exemptions from LPT for those whose properties are susceptible to 
flooding.  The LPT is a self-assessed tax and therefore it is a matter for the property owner to 
calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property.  Issues 
such as a potential liability to flooding would be one of the factors that a property owner would 
take into account in valuing their property.  Where a property owner makes a valuation in an 
honest and reasonable manner, that valuation will not be challenged by Revenue in accordance 
with its normal Customer Service Charter.

14/05/2013WRH01350Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRH01400218. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the individual amount of 
overtime paid in the case of each political-ministerial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 
2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such payments were made 
to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same period. [22875/13]

14/05/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question the 
following table outlines details in respect of the individual amount of overtime paid in the case 
of each political/Ministerial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 2013. 

Minister No. of Political Appointees Amount € Total €
Brian Cowen 1 15,274 15,274
Brian Lenihan 2 35,02040,773 75,793
Michael Noonan 1 19,859 19,859
In relation to the three Secretaries General covered by the period in question, no overtime 

was paid.

Question No. 219 answered with Question No. 176.

14/05/2013WRH01650Banking Sector Issues

14/05/2013WRH01700220. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details, 
for each of the covered institutions, the number of rent receivers appointed to date in 2013 in 
respect of buy to let properties; the number of buy to let properties affected by such appoint-
ments; the number of rent receivers expected to be appointed over the remainder of 2013; if he 
will provide details of the operation of the rent receivers; the impact of the tenants concerned; 
if he has any policy on the appointment of rent receivers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23007/13]

14/05/2013WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that under the 
terms of the Relationship Frameworks that govern the relationship between the Minister for 
Finance and the covered institutions, the Board and Management team retain responsibility and 
authority for determining the banks’ strategies and commercial policies and conducting their 
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day-to-day operations.  The appointment of rent receivers to buy to let properties is a day-to-day 
operational decision for the Boards and Management teams of the covered institutions.    

The covered institutions have provided me with the following details regarding their use of 
rent receivers. 

PTSB

- Permanent TSB has appointed 1 Receiver of Rent (Receiver) in the year to date in respect 
of Buy-to-Let (BTL) properties. 

- 10 BTL properties (on 1 account) have been affected by this appointment in the year to 
date. 

- The bank’s Receiver Strategy for its BTL portfolio is centred on a case by case analysis.  
Appointments are made where it is deemed to be the most appropriate outcome for both the 
customer and the bank.  The appointment of a Receiver is currently pending on 29 BTL proper-
ties (14 accounts).  A forecast for 2013 is not advisable. 

- A Receiver is appointed by the bank and operates as an agent of the borrower, assuming 
the role of property landlord in many respects.  The Receiver collects rent from the tenant(s) 
and passes it to the bank, together with attending to any property related issues the tenant may 
have (in accordance with the Lease Agreement).  The appointment of a Receiver should not 
negatively impact the tenant(s) as the Receiver effectively steps into the shoes of the landlord.  
The appointment is more likely than not to benefit a tenant as maintenance issues/concerns are 
more likely to be attended to in a timely manner. 

AIB

In the year to date 2013 the number of rent receivers appointed by AIB in respect of buy to 
let properties is in the low single digits.  The number of properties affected by these appoint-
ments is not tracked as rent receivers are appointed at a customer level rather than on a property 
basis.  Currently, AIB has no specific targets for the number of rent receivers expected to be 
appointed over the remainder of 2013.  The appointment of a rent receiver has no impact on the 
tenants. 

BOI

In our 2012 Annual Report we disclosed a number of 1,100 rent receiver cases.  This in-
cluded formal appointments in place and appointments pending at end December 2012.  We 
will give a market update on numbers at the time of release of our interims and cannot speculate 
for the remainder of 2013. 

- The receiver notifies the tenant of their appointment and requirement to pay rent to the 
receiver.

- Any issues relating to the property, e.g. repairs will be dealt with by the receiver.

- The tenant is not required to leave the property unless the minimum notice period based on 
their rights as tenants has been provided.

- The main impact on a tenant is that they pay their rent to the receiver and not to the land-
lord.  The receiver will write to them to make that clear.  In general the rights of the tenant 
under his or her lease and under legislation are not affected.
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14/05/2013WRH01850Banking Operations

14/05/2013WRH01900221. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding Bank of 
Ireland not issuing bankers’ drafts of less than €500 in view of the fact that this is an issue with 
senior citizens; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23043/13]

14/05/2013WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, I have no statu-
tory function in relation to banking decisions made by individual lending institutions at any 
particular time.  This is ultimately a commercial decision for the management team and board 
of each bank, having due regard to their customers and the impact on profitability.  Notwith-
standing the fact that the State is a minority shareholder in Bank of Ireland, I must ensure that 
the banks are run on a commercial, cost effective and independent basis to ensure their value as 
an asset to the State, as per the Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with 
the EU Commission, the ECB and the IMF.  A Relationship Framework has been specified that 
defines the nature of the relationship between the Minister for Finance and each bank.  These 
Frameworks were published on 30 March 2012 and can be found at:http://banking.finance.gov.
ie/presentations-and-latest-documents/.

The Central Bank in conjunction with my Department and others has launched a National 
Payments Plan (NPP) aimed at increasing the efficiency of Ireland’s payments infrastructure.  
While the plan envisages a move away from less efficient methods of payment such as cheques 
and bank drafts to EFT and greater use of electronic banking.  At all times the NPP will be 
mindful of the needs of all users of the payments systems and especially the needs of the mar-
ginalised in society such as senior citizens.  All options will remain available to consumers but 
those who need help moving to more efficient methods will be supported.

14/05/2013WRH02050Property Taxation Application

14/05/2013WRH02100222. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the position 
regarding houses that were exempt from the household charge in 2012 by county councils as 
these homes were subject to inspection in many cases by independent engineers on behalf of 
owners and were verified as being unfit for human habitation or declared not feasible to carry 
out a complete overhaul to restore them to a standard to live in and these same houses are now 
subject to registration of the property tax and assessed for category of charge on notification 
registration form; if he will give clarity regarding this anomaly which is currently a tax on a vast 
amount of homes that are worthless; and if will he review the cases with a view to applying an 
exemption as of the previous tax in 2012. [23052/13]

14/05/2013WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): For Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes, 
a residential property is defined as any building or structure (or part of a building) which is used 
as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling.  This is similar to the position for the Household Charge, 
which applied to a building (including a house, flat, maisonette, or apartment) which was oc-
cupied or suitable for occupation as a separate dwelling.   

If a residential property is suitable for use as a dwelling but is unoccupied, it is still liable to 
LPT, which will be calculated based on the valuation of the property.  However, if the property 
is not suitable for use as a dwelling, it is not liable for LPT.  Where a property owner consid-
ers her/his property is not suitable for use as a dwelling, s/he is obliged to notify the Revenue 
Commissioners as soon as possible after receiving her/his LPT Return.  The owner must also 
include relevant supporting documentation; for example, an engineer’s report.  Based on the 
information provided by the property owner, Revenue will consider the claim and make a deci-
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sion on the matter.

Section 10(2) of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that a 
residential property shall be exempt from LPT where it is situated in an unfinished housing 
estate.  Section 10(1) of the Act defines an “unfinished housing estate” as a development of 
two or more buildings that is specified in a list prescribed under section 10(3) of the Act by the 
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government for the purposes of the Act.  
Section 10(4) of the Act prescribes a range of circumstances to which that Minister shall have 
regard for the purposes of that section.

The Minister for the Environment Community and Local Government has prescribed and 
published this list, which is set out in the schedule to the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regula-
tions 2013 and was compiled by local authorities utilising the categorisation employed for the 
purposes of the National Housing Survey 2012.  The Survey was carried out over the course of 
summer 2012 by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government in 
conjunction with local authorities and the Housing Agency. 

The categorisation methodology for the survey was different to that which was used in 2011 
and which provided the basis for the waiver from the Household Charge.  That earlier categori-
sation related largely to the level of on-site activity at the time the 2011 survey was carried out 
and had less to do with the physical character of a development.  The 2012 survey was based 
purely and objectively on the actual state of completion of a development.  Only developments 
that were deemed by local authorities to be in a “seriously problematic condition”, regardless 
of whether a developer was on or off site, were included.  

For purposes of preparing the final list of developments to which the exemption from the 
LPT would apply, local authorities were asked by the Department of the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government to confirm or update the then existing list as appropriate.  I stress 
that the decision as to whether an estate is on the list of unfinished estates is in the ambit of local 
authorities and the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government and not 
in the ambit of the Department of Finance or the Revenue Commissioners.

In addition to the above, section 10A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 as 
amended provides for a temporary exemption of at least three consecutive years from the 
charge to Local Property Tax (LPT) for residential properties that have been certified as having 
“significant pyritic damage”.

The Finance (Local Property Tax) (Pyrite Exemption) Regulations 2013, which were signed 
earlier this month by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, set 
out the methodology for the assessment of dwellings to establish significant pyritic damage.  
The Regulations require that homeowners demonstrate significant pyritic damage in accor-
dance with the recently published standard by the National Standards Authority of Ireland, I.S. 
398 – Reactive Pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1.  This standard provides guidance 
on the building condition assessment, as well as on the sampling and testing to be carried out to 
establish the presence of significant pyritic damage.

To be eligible for an exemption from the LPT, a homeowner must obtain a certificate, from a 
competent person, confirming the presence of significant pyritic damage on the basis of a build-
ing condition assessment in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 and having regard to the outcome 
of the testing and classification of the sub-floor hardcore material carried out in accordance with 
I.S. 398-1:2013.  Eligibility for an exemption will be determined by reference to the presence 
of significant pyritic damage in the relevant property concerned.

Conscious of the need to reduce costs to affected homeowners, the regulations provide for 
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the use, where feasible, of the results from testing of the sub-floor hardcore undertaken prior 
to the publication of I.S. 398-1:2013, to classify the hardcore material if the testing that has al-
ready been carried out is in accordance with, or equivalent to, the test methods provided in I.S. 
398-1:2013, and this has been validated as such by a competent person.

A Building Condition Assessment in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 will be required to be 
carried out by a competent person irrespective of when the testing is, or was, carried out.

A homeowner cannot claim the exemption until the relevant certificate has been issued in 
respect of the residential property.  He or she should notify the Revenue Commissioners at that 
stage to claim the exemption.  Special arrangements will apply in respect of 2013 and 2014 
to facilitate homeowners in claiming an exemption.  While homeowners who do not have the 
relevant certificate on the first liability date of 1 May 2013 (liability date for 2013), or by 1 No-
vember 2013 (liability date for 2014), will be required to pay LPT for those periods, they will 
be able to reclaim the tax paid if they obtain the certificate by 31 December 2013 and notify 
the Revenue Commissioners in writing on or before 31 January 2014.  As an alternative to such 
retrospective treatment they can opt to start the period of exemption from the liability date fol-
lowing the issue of the certificate.

For those properties that are not exempt, LPT is a self-assessment tax so it is a matter for the 
property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of 
the property.  The condition of the property would be one of the factors that a property owner 
would take into account in valuing her/his property.

14/05/2013WRH02250Public Sector Staff Redundancies

14/05/2013WRH02300223. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if persons in the 
public service who are employed in more than one location are eligible for the enhanced re-
dundancy payment in respect of one of their locations of work while continuing in the educa-
tion system while working at another location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22168/13]

14/05/2013WRH02400232. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if teachers who 
have teaching hours in more than one location are eligible to obtain the enhanced redundancy 
package in respect of one of their locations while continuing to teach for other hours at a differ-
ent location and still continue to work in the education system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22170/13]

14/05/2013WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 223 and 232 together.

The collective agreement on enhanced redundancy payments to public servants provides 
that public servants who accept an ex-gratia redundancy payment will not be eligible for re-
employment in the public service for a period of two years from termination of the employment.  
Therefore, an ex-gratia redundancy payment would not be payable in either of the scenarios 
described by the Deputy, should the individual continue to work in the public service.

It should be noted that a claim for a variation to the terms of the collective agreement has 
been referred to the Labour Court by unions representing teachers and academic staff in Uni-
versities and Institutes of Technology and a Labour Court hearing is scheduled to take place in 
the coming weeks.
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14/05/2013WRH02550FÁS Local Training Initiatives Eligibility

14/05/2013WRH02600224. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will advise 
on further training skills in respect of a person (details supplied). [22198/13]

14/05/2013WRH02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): FÁS administer the Construction Skills Certification Scheme (CSCS) which includes 
twenty one different regulated programmes.  These programmes are mostly intended for trained 
workers and are provided by private approved training organisations.  However, I understand 
that there are twelve construction plant programmes included in CSCS which also have New 
Entrant CSCS programmes.  These programmes are intended for beginners and are available 
from private approved training providers and the FÁS Mount Lucas training facility in Da-
ingean County Offaly, who provide these courses to unemployed workers.  The New Entrant 
programmes are 3-4 days duration.

The Construction Industry Federation offer a five day Managing Safely in Construction 
course which is approved and validated by the Institution of Occupational Safety and Health 
(IOSH), this certificate in Safety and Health is specifically designed for project managers, as 
well as for safety officers, project supervisors and site managers.

Third level colleges such as University College Dublin also offer a range of courses at Cer-
tificate, Higher Diploma and Degree level in Occupational Safety and Health.

The person in question would be best advised to contact his Local Employment Office to 
discuss his options.

14/05/2013WRH02750FÁS Safe Passes

14/05/2013WRH02800225. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason safe pass 
tickets for various courses on construction and other sites do not last for up to three or four years 
as is the case in many other countries in view of the fact that it is putting an undue burden on 
people who are not in employment to continue to pay to have these updated on a more regular 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22264/13]

14/05/2013WRH02900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I am informed that the FÁS Safe Pass registration cards are valid for four years.  Applicants 
must retake the one-day programme to renew their card.

14/05/2013WRH02950Proposed Legislation

14/05/2013WRH03000226. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference to the 
draft SOLAS Bill’s definition of further education and training, if he will consider broadening 
the definition to include other systematic and deliberate learning undertaken by adults in a wide 
variety of settings and contexts, both formal and non-formal, in particular community educa-
tion; if he will consider specifically naming Independent Community Education as a provider 
group within the legislation; if there is scope for modification of Section 7(h) and Section 7(h)2 
to expressly address the training and upskilling needs of persons within and outside the labour 
market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22702/13]

14/05/2013WRH03100254. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that the position of community education is secured under the provision of the SOLAS Bill 
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(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22359/13]

14/05/2013WRH03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 226 and 254 together.

I recognise that further education and training as it is currently delivered covers a broad 
spectrum that ranges from basic adult literacy and numeracy courses to courses that are certi-
fied at level 6 and above on the National Framework of Qualifications. It also spans the genera-
tions of learners from adult learners to early school leavers. It is delivered in formal classroom 
settings and in less formal settings based in the community.  It is essentially a flexible form of 
education that can meet the diverse needs of learners in the most appropriate setting. 

Since the publication of the Bill a number of concerns have been raised regarding the defi-
nition of further education and training and the matter is being dealt with in the context of the 
passage of the Bill.

14/05/2013WRH03250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRH03300227. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
having Down’s syndrome listed as a complex, low incidence disorder, in order that all children 
with Down’s syndrome are entitled to educational resource hours; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22748/13]

14/05/2013WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion 
of students with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or 
where a special school or special class placement may be required to ensure such placements 
are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general 
learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed 
Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability.  There is not presently a dis-
tinct disability category of Down syndrome for resource allocation purposes.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability.  This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming weeks.

14/05/2013WRH03450School Transport Applications
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14/05/2013WRH03500228. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
advise on an application for concessionary school transport in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22811/13]

14/05/2013WRH03600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The child in question is not attending her nearest post primary school and is therefore not eli-
gible for school transport.

However, children who are not eligible for school transport under the terms of the scheme 
may apply to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of con-
ditions including the availability of spare seats on an existing service and the payment of the 
annual charge.

The allocation of seats for transport on a concessionary basis is made by Bus Éireann in 
early August.  As requested in the letter from Bus Éireann, referred to in the details supplied, 
the family should complete and return the application for concessionary transport to their local 
Bus Éireann office immediately.

14/05/2013WRH03650Special Educational Needs Staffing

14/05/2013WRH03700229. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the major collective effect of the cuts to special needs assistants for children 
with a disability; and if he will reverse these cuts. [22823/13]

14/05/2013WRH03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs 
supports, including Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support.  The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s criteria in allocating such support. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that there has been no reduction to the total number of Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA) posts which were available to the NCSE to allocate to schools this year. 
10,575 whole time equivalent SNA posts are available for allocation, which is the same amount 
as in recent years and which represents an increase in the number of posts which were allocated 
in 2009 and 2010. 

Details of all of the SNA allocations which have been made to schools by the NCSE are 
available at www.ncse.ie.

All schools were asked by the NCSE to submit their applications to the NCSE for SNA sup-
port for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March, 2013, and schools will be advised of their new 
allocations in advance of the coming school year. 

14/05/2013WRH03850Graduate Support Schemes

14/05/2013WRH03900230. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of citizens 
who have graduated from the ICT skills conversion courses which began from March 2012 and 
are supported by her Department. [23058/13]

14/05/2013WRH04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Over 700 people have been 
supported under the first phase of the ICT graduate skills conversion courses rolled out from 
March 2012.  A total of 423 people are due to graduate from these programmes by the end of 
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May 2013 and the remainder will complete their programmes before the end of the year.  Ar-
rangements for an evaluation of the first phase of the initiative to be carried out over the coming 
months are being finalised.  This will include inputs from participants, providers and enterprise 
stakeholders.

More than 760 new places are also being rolled out under the second phase of the conver-
sion programmes.  Graduate jobseekers can apply for the programmes online on the dedicated 
information and applications website www.ictskills.ie.

The programmes are free of charge to participants and all suitably qualified jobseekers are 
eligible to apply regardless of their employment status.  While participation on the programmes 
does not create an entitlement to receive any income support payment, participants who are in 
receipt of a jobseekers payment may be able to maintain their income support provided they 
meet the criteria set by the Department of Social Protection.

14/05/2013WRH04050Teaching Council of Ireland

14/05/2013WRH04100231. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason new 
entrants into the teaching profession have to pay a teacher registration fee of €90 whereas the 
fee for existing teachers is €65; if this is not placing an unfair burden on new entrants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22169/13]

14/05/2013WRH04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Teaching Council’s fee 
for renewal of registration was reduced from €90 to €65 from 1 January 2013.  The fee for 
initial registration remains at €90; I am advised by the Teaching Council that this reflects the 
greater administrative costs associated with initial registration as opposed to annual renewal of 
registration.  These include acting as a conduit for the Garda Vetting process and determining 
that applicants’ qualifications meet the Council’s standards for entry into the profession.  Both 
fees, as the Deputy may be aware, are substantially lower than for many other professions.

The Teaching Council keeps all matters concerning registrants, such as fees, under review. 

  Question No. 232 answered with Question No. 223.

14/05/2013WRH04450Teacher Redeployment

14/05/2013WRH04500233. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person on a 
teaching panel in second level education and waiting to be redeployed to an alternative loca-
tion is being paid the normal salary during these periods; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22171/13]

14/05/2013WRH04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the rede-
ployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent and CID hold-
ing teachers to other schools that have vacancies.  The redeployment of all surplus permanent 
teachers is key to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on 
teacher numbers.  The objective of the redeployment arrangements is that all surplus perma-
nent/CID holding teachers are redeployed by the start of the new school year.  

14/05/2013WRH04650Schools Building Projects Status
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14/05/2013WRH04700234. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing school building projects (details supplied) in County Laois; when this is expected to go to 
construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22180/13]

14/05/2013WRH04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of architectural planning.  The de-
sign team is currently working on the preparation of the Stage 2(a) submission.

When Stage 2(a) is approved, the project will then progress to stage 2(b) which includes 
applications for planning permission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability Access Certification 
and the preparation of tender documents.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation 
to meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include this project in the 
five year construction programme.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme but which 
were previously initiated will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation 
of the possibility of further funds being available to my Department in future years.  The project 
referred to by the Deputy will remain available to be considered for progression in that context 
when it has reached the completion of the design stages.

14/05/2013WRJ00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRJ00200235. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
the need for children with Down’s syndrome to be recognised in their entirety and in their own 
right by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22183/13]

14/05/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion 
of students with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or 
where a special school or special class placement may be required to ensure such placements 
are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general 
learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed 
Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability.  There is not presently a dis-
tinct disability category of Down syndrome for resource allocation purposes.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included in the 
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NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming weeks.

14/05/2013WRJ00350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRJ00400236. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant will be paid to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22186/13]

14/05/2013WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy was issued with a decision on the 8/4/2013 advising her that she was ineligible in 
relation to her grant application for 2012/13 academic year.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form is available on request from SUSI.

Question No. 237 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRJ00650Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRJ00700238. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason behind 
the refusal of a higher education grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; the reason the person must prove independence from the point of entry into 
higher education in 2005 and not from re-entering at a higher level in 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22200/13]

14/05/2013WRJ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the deputy was issued with a decision on the 30/04/2013 advising him that he was ineligible in 
relation to his grant application for 2012/13 academic year.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be 
contained in an individual’s application, it would not be possible for me to say whether or not 
a student would qualify for a grant.  If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been 
unjustly refused a student grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he 
may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

14/05/2013WRJ00850Irish Language Issues

14/05/2013WRJ00900239. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will en-
sure that the office, and employees of the Council for Gaeltacht Education, and Irish Medium 
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Education will not be located in the offices of the NCCA, but that the offices of COGG will be 
a satellite, located in a separate building, as it is internationally recognised that a dominant lan-
guage, will impact upon minor languages, and because there will be far more people working 
for the NCCA which will mean that there be a threat to Irish as the working language of COGG; 
if he will reconsider this decision as to whether it would be preferable to reverse this decision; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22217/13]

14/05/2013WRJ01000240. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will out-
line, specifically, which administrative services will the NCCA be able to provide to COGG, in 
Irish, to a standard equal to that in English; if he had examined whether these services would be 
available in Irish prior to the decision being made to merge COGG with the NCCA; if he will 
reconsider this decision as to whether it would be preferable to reverse the decision; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22218/13]

14/05/2013WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 239 and 240 together.

My Department has been in communication with both  the  NCCA and COGG in relation 
to the co-location.  I have been assured that the co-location is on schedule for this summer.  
Management in both organisations are in direct communications to ensure that any logistics that 
require to be considered are resolved.  The main aim of this co-location is to ensure, through 
a collaborative approach, that the new arrangements maximise opportunities for the creation 
of  Irish curricula by the NCCA while at the same time ensure that resource materials will be 
prepared by COGG to support the teachers.  Such an approach will assist with the delivery of 
a quality learning experience to our students right through from primary, to junior cycle and 
hence into senior cycle.  Thus COGG in conjunction with the NCCA have a key role to play in 
the development of the Irish language.

14/05/2013WRJ01150Schools Building Projects Applications

14/05/2013WRJ01200241. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he 
expects work to begin on a school (details supplied) in County Meath as announced in bundle 
5 of the public private partnership school building process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22234/13]

14/05/2013WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers is among a list of schools that are planned to be delivered as part of the Bundle 5 of 
the Public Private Partnership (PPP) schools building programme.  These schools are scheduled 
to be completed by the end of 2016. It is envisaged that construction of this Bundle of school 
projects will begin approximately eighteen months prior to this target completion date.

14/05/2013WRJ01350Special Educational Needs Staffing

14/05/2013WRJ01400242. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a special needs assistant in respect of a child (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22239/13]

14/05/2013WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for 
special educational needs supports including resource teaching and Special Needs Assistant 
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(SNA) support.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

The NCSE requested all schools to submit their applications for SNA support for the com-
ing school year to them by 15th March, 2013, and will advise all schools of their SNA alloca-
tions prior to the start of the new school year.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

14/05/2013WRJ01550Schools Building Projects Applications

14/05/2013WRJ01600243. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22243/13]

14/05/2013WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Five Year Construction Plan, that I announced on 9 March 2012, outlines the major 
school projects that will commence construction over the duration of the Plan.  The primary 
aim at the core of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting demographic demands to ensure 
that every child will have access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a 
position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  An extension project for the school to which 
the Deputy refers is included as part of the 2015/2016 Construction Plan and my Department 
will be in contact with the school shortly in relation to the proposed extension.

Details of all projects on the Five Year Construction Plan are published on my Department’s 
website, www.education.ie, and this will be updated regularly.

14/05/2013WRJ01750Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRJ01800244. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22246/13]

14/05/2013WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): To qualify for the special rate 
of grant an applicant must meet the following conditions:

1. Reckonable income must not exceed €22,703.

2. On the 31st December of the relevant period the reckonable income must include an eli-
gible long-term social welfare payment prescribed under the scheme.

In the case of a dependent candidate, the reckonable income taken into account is that of the 
candidate and of the candidate’s parents or legal guardian: Section 2 of the Student Support Act 
2011 provides that “parent” includes an appointed guardian or an adoptive parent.

14/05/2013WRJ01950School Transport Eligibility

14/05/2013WRJ02000245. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in responding to representations in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Long-
ford submitted in August, 2012, with regard to school transport for children attending various 
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schools, in view of the fact that replies only came to hand in late April, 2013, when the school 
year is almost over; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22256/13]

14/05/2013WRJ02100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I understand that in this case the family in question had been issued with a ticket at the end of 
August 2012 to avail of school transport on a concessionary basis for the current school year.

The Deputy will be aware that changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme were 
introduced at the commencement of the 2012/13 school year.  

These changes generated an increase in the number of queries and representations to my 
Department.  When combined with the routine administrative work undertaken within my De-
partment in relation to school transport provision generally, regrettably, it was not feasible to 
deal with the increased volume of representations in a more timely manner.

14/05/2013WRJ02150School Transport Eligibility

14/05/2013WRJ02200246. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in responding to representations submitted in August, 2012, regarding school transport 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford for children attending various 
schools, in view of the fact that replies only came to hand in late April, 2013, when the school 
year is almost over; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22257/13]

14/05/2013WRJ02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I understand that in this case the family in question had been issued with a ticket at the end of 
August 2012 to avail of school transport on a concessionary basis for the current school year.

The Deputy will be aware that changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme were 
introduced at the commencement of the 2012/13 school year.

These changes generated an increase in the number of queries and representations to my 
Department.  When combined with the routine administrative work undertaken within my De-
partment in relation to school transport provision generally, regrettably, it was not feasible to 
deal with the increased volume of representations in a more timely manner.

14/05/2013WRJ02350Teacher Redeployment

14/05/2013WRJ02400247. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference to 
the supplementary panels for primary school teachers being assembled, the conditions required 
in order for a person to be considered on any such panel; if the income conditions include pay-
ment for supervision in every case; if he is satisfied that a full year earnings are taken into ac-
count in every case being considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22262/13]

14/05/2013WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies.  The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.  
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers.

The arrangements for panel access for fixed term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
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teachers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Department Circular 0038/2012 which was 
published on 9 November 2012 and is available on the Department website.

14/05/2013WRJ02550Gaelscoileanna Issues

14/05/2013WRJ02600248. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding a Gaelscoil (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22299/13]

14/05/2013WRJ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department wrote to the 
school to which the Deputy refers in February last seeking clarification on a number of matters 
following a visit to the school by my Department’s technical staff.  A response from the school 
authorities is awaited. 

14/05/2013WRJ02750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRJ02800249. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the special needs 
assistant or other assistance available to children of school going age, preschool, who are pro-
foundly deaf; the grants or special assistance available to mainstream schools that have to ac-
commodate profoundly deaf children. [22304/13]

14/05/2013WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department provides for an extensive range of supports to assist pupils who are deaf 
or hard of hearing.

I can confirm that there are currently 11 special classes for pupils with hearing impairment 
attached to mainstream primary schools, 5 special class at post-primary level and 3 special 
schools.  An enhanced capitation grant is provided to the special schools and special classes for 
hearing impaired pupils.

Pupils in special classes and special schools for hearing impaired children are supported by 
enhanced pupil teacher ratios of 7:1.  Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support is also provided 
in these schools and classes, as required.

In line with my Department’s policy that children with special educational needs (SEN) ac-
cess appropriate education intervention in mainstream settings where possible, many deaf/hard 
of hearing pupils are integrated into mainstream classes at primary and post-primary level with 
the assistance, as necessary, of resource teaching and special needs assistant support.

Grant-aid is also provided to schools towards the provision of special equipment for pupils 
who are hard of hearing, such as sound field systems and radio aids.  My Department also 
provides funding for a weekly home tuition service whereby tutors visit the homes of deaf and 
hard of hearing pre-school children and school-going pupils to provide training in Irish Sign 
Language (ISL) for these children, their siblings and parents.

In addition, the Visiting Teacher Service for Children and Young People with a Hearing 
Impairment is provided by my Department from the time of referral through to third level 
education.  The Visiting Teacher service provides advice and support to ensure that the needs 
of children and young people with hearing impairment are met. This service is available at pre-
school, primary and post-primary levels.  Specifically, the service works in partnership with 
parents of pre-school children with hearing impairment, visiting their homes and/or meeting 
them in groups to inform, advise and offer guidance in matters pertaining to their education and 
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overall development and in helping their children to derive maximum benefit from the educa-
tional opportunities available.

My Department, through the Higher Education Authority (HEA), has established and funds 
a Centre for Deaf Studies in Trinity College, Dublin which provides diploma courses for ISL/
English interpreters, deaf tutors and in deaf studies.  The course modules deal with issues such 
as sign linguistics, bi-lingualism and socio-linguistics of sign language.  The course is delivered 
in seminar sessions/group work and the award of the diploma is based on continued assessment 
and a project and course design.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
has published Policy Advice on the Education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children in Ireland, 
which makes a number of recommendations for the improvement of educational provision for 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children.  This policy advice is available on the NCSE’s website 
www.ncse.ie.  My Department has established a working group which will consider and imple-
ment the recommendations of this report in accordance with available resources.

14/05/2013WRJ02950University Libraries

14/05/2013WRJ03000250. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding the use of university libraries; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22323/13]

14/05/2013WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As I have indicated in re-
sponses to previous questions from the Deputy on this matter, universities are autonomous 
statutory bodies and the management and operation of their facilities are entirely the responsi-
bility of the college authorities.  Therefore, as Minister for Education and Skills, I have no role 
in relation to the manner in which the universities operate and manage access by the public to 
their libraries for research and scholarly purposes.

14/05/2013WRJ03150School Staffing

14/05/2013WRJ03200251. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total cost to his 
Department from substitutes and lost hours as a result of the Irish Primary Principals Network 
Conference, which takes place during the school term time (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22326/13]

14/05/2013WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department  no longer 
provides separate substitute cover for principals and deputy principals to attend conferences 
such as those organised by the IPPN or other education partners.

This decision was taken in 2011 for budgetary reasons rather than any issue about the ben-
efits of the conferences.

It is at the discretion of a school Board of Management to allow its existing Teaching Prin-
cipal to attend at a professional development conference that is organised by teacher representa-
tive or a management body by using some of its substitute days that are provided for adminis-
trative duties.

14/05/2013WRJ03350Schools Building Projects Applications
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14/05/2013WRJ03400252. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new 
primary school will be provided in County Westmeath (details supplied); if he will provide the 
up to date report on this proposal; the stages that have yet to be completed; the indicative time 
frame for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22330/13]

14/05/2013WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school to which he refers has an application with my Department for large scale capital 
funding. The current status of all schools on the school building programme may be viewed on 
my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

The Deputy will be aware that the Five Year Construction Plan, that I announced on 9 March 
2012, outlines the major school projects that will commence construction over the duration of 
the Plan.  The primary aim at the core of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting demographic 
demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school place and that our 
school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.

Given the need to meet demographic growth, the delivery of new schools, together with 
extension projects to meet future demand, will be the main focus of the Department’s budget 
for the coming years.  In this context, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a building 
project for the school in question will be progressed.

14/05/2013WRJ03550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRJ03600253. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ap-
prove funding for an autism unit (details supplied) in County Roscommon; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22352/13]

14/05/2013WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special classes in schools across the coun-
try to cater for children with autism has been a key educational priority in recent years.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from prima-
ry and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment 
of special classes in various geographical areas as required.  SENOs are a valuable source of 
support to parents who are actively sourcing a placement for their children or on deciding the 
most appropriate placement for their child.  SENO contact details are available on www.ncse.
ie.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

I have therefore arranged for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their 
attention and direct reply.

Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 226.

14/05/2013WRJ03850Croke Park Agreement Issues

14/05/2013WRJ03900255. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a submis-
sion regarding Croke Park two; the plans he has to address the concerns raised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22403/13]

14/05/2013WRJ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following the ICTU Public 
Services Committee’s rejection of the proposals put forward by the Labour Relations Commis-
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sion on an extension to the Croke Park Agreement, my colleague, the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, requested the LRC to engage with the public service unions to establish 
if there is any basis to conclude a negotiated agreement.  

In light of this ongoing process, I do not think that it would be helpful for me to comment 
on specific proposals at this time.

14/05/2013WRJ04050Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRJ04100256. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a grant application refusal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22424/13]

14/05/2013WRJ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
the Deputy was issued with a decision on the 25/2/2013 advising him that he was ineligible in 
relation to his grant application for 2012/13 academic year.  

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board.  The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

14/05/2013WRJ04250Student Grant Scheme Expenditure

14/05/2013WRJ04300257. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a stu-
dent who has completed a level eight degree can avail of funding to pursue a higher diploma; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22431/13]

14/05/2013WRJ04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Those who meet the qualify-
ing conditions for the special rate of grant under the Student Grant Scheme will be eligible to 
have their post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit of €6,270.  Currently 
maintenance support is not available for students entering postgraduate courses.

A postgraduate student may qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made towards the costs 
of their fees.  The income threshold for this payment is €31,500 for the 2012/13 academic year, 
increasing relative to the number of family dependents.

Tax relief is also available on postgraduate tuition fees.  Details in relation to this relief are 
available from the Revenue Commissioners.  In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund 
will continue to be made available through the access offices of third-level institutions to assist 
students in exceptional financial need.

14/05/2013WRK00150Vocational Education Committees Staff

14/05/2013WRK00200258. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will 
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consider taking direct action into the number of outstanding issues and reported ongoing irregu-
larities (details supplied) regarding the conduct of County Cork Vocational Education Commit-
tee. [22442/13]

14/05/2013WRK00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is aware of 
the case of the person to whom the Deputy refers, who is an employee of a Vocational Educa-
tion Committee (VEC). This person has written to me on a number of occasions and an official 
from my Department has responded to the letter of 12th February 2013 to which he refers.

The details supplied refer primarily to an employee-employer matter. My Department’s 
view is that, in general, such matters should be dealt with by an employee with his/her em-
ployer, with recourse to the industrial relations mechanisms of the State where necessary. This 
applies to the case of the person in question.

I wish to remind the Deputy that VECs have a separate legal status and that the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of a VEC is responsible for carrying on, managing and controlling generally the 
administration and business of a VEC.

14/05/2013WRK00350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRK00400259. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the situation regarding a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15, whereby 
parents have been informed that tuition funding for the school may be terminated; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the school provides an exceptional service which is relied 
upon not only by families in the Dublin area, but also in Kildare and West Wicklow where au-
tism services are severely lacking; if he will commit to ensuring the continued operation of the 
school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22449/13]

14/05/2013WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the Home Tuition Scheme operated by my Department is designed to support children who 
are not in a position to attend school. Because of this it is generally the case that the tuition is 
provided at the child’s place of residence although many parents use the funding, subject to 
conditions, to attend private pre-schools.

The private pre-school in question in not funded directly by my Department although some 
parents use their home tuition funding to attend the facility.  Officials at my Department are 
currently liaising with the parents in question in an effort to resolve the current issue regarding 
funding.

14/05/2013WRK00550Higher Education Authority Report

14/05/2013WRK00600260. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
in the report School Completers What Next the way the following students categorised and 
also the way the study tallies with research carried out by the Higher Education Authority who 
were due last year to publish a report as part of its Who goes to College series of reports last 
published in 2006 those reports having previously detailed the socio economic background of 
college entrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22462/13]

14/05/2013WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In the report School Com-
pleters - What Next?, School Completers who

 -1. were attending full time courses in the state funded further education sector were clas-
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sified as being in Second Level/Further Education and Training.

2. were attending higher education part time were classified as being in Higher Education (if 
they were attending HEA Aided Institutions).

3. had started first year in college but dropped out were classified as being in Higher Educa-
tion as the data source related to enrolments in November of the year.

The HEA report is due to be published in the fourth quarter of 2013.  Preliminary findings 
currently tally with the results of the School Completers - What Next? report.

14/05/2013WRK00750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRK00800261. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedures 
in place to ensure that every child on the ASD spectrum receives an appropriate school place as 
near as possible to their home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22515/13]

14/05/2013WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special classes in schools across the coun-
try to cater for children with autism has been a key educational priority in recent years.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local special 
educational needs organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary 
and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment 
of special classes in various geographical areas as required. The NCSE operates within my De-
partment’s criteria in allocating such support.

SENOs are a valuable source of support to parents who are actively sourcing a placement 
for their children. Furthermore the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statu-
tory agency which assists parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for 
their child.

14/05/2013WRK00950Bullying in Schools

14/05/2013WRK01000262. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the prog-
ress made to date regarding the preparation of anti-bullying procedures for schools being under-
taken in his Department; if he is confident that these will be introduced in schools in September, 
as previously advised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21761/13]

14/05/2013WRK01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that one of the actions set out in the “Action Plan on Bullying – Report of the Anti-Bullying 
Working Group”  which was published in January 2013 requires that my Department, in consul-
tation with the relevant education partners, will revise the existing anti-bullying guidelines for 
schools and have new national anti-bullying procedures in place for the 2013/14 school year.  
Immediately following the publication of the Action Plan, my Department invited the education 
partners to participate in a working group to review the existing guidelines.  This work is ongo-
ing at present. Good progress is being made  and I am confident that the new procedures will be 
in place within the timeframe set out in the Action Plan.

14/05/2013WRK01150Bullying in Schools
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14/05/2013WRK01200263. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any 
consideration has been given to bringing forward to first-year second level classes the current 
range of transition year led projects aimed at combatting bullying and cyber-bullying; if these 
initiatives could apply in both first and transition years as a matter of course; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21765/13]

14/05/2013WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I 
published an Action Plan on Bullying in January last.   Taking into account all of the research 
reviewed and submissions and presentations received, the Anti-Bullying Working Group that 
produced the Action Plan did not recommend a particular anti-bullying programme, however, 
they did recommend nine principles that should underpin a schools approach to preventing and 
tackling bullying.

These are:

A positive school culture and climate

A school wide approach

Effective leadership

A shared understanding of what bullying is and its impact

Anti-bullying policies

Consistent recording of reported bullying behaviour

Education and training

Prevention strategies including awareness raising

Established evidence-based intervention strategies. It is therefore open to schools that have 
developed effective initiatives aimed at combatting bullying and cyber-bullying through transi-
tion year projects to use these for junior cycle classes if they so wish.

There is space within all subjects at junior cycle level to foster an attitude of respect for 
all.  Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) is particularly relevant to the prevention 
of bullying and promotion of respect for diversity and inclusiveness at post primary level. The 
SPHE post primary syllabus allocates time for exploring bullying, as well as the interrelated 
areas of belonging and integrating, communication, conflict, friendship, personal safety and 
relationships.  Schools and teachers have discretion as to which parts of the syllabus are taught 
at different stages of the school cycle.

The new Framework for Junior Cycle which will be implemented on a phased basis, from 
September 2014, highlights among its 8 principles - the “well being” of the young people and  
“inclusive education”. In the statements of learning it is expected that students will have the 
skills and knowledge to “take action to safeguard and promote her/his wellbeing and that of oth-
ers”. Through the skill of “working with others” they will learn to develop good relationships 
and deal with conflict”. All of these components which are integral to the Framework blend in 
with the Action Plan and should provide guidance for schools into the future.

14/05/2013WRK01350School Curriculum

14/05/2013WRK01400264. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will reverse 
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his decision to refuse to sanction the post leaving certificate programme for 2013/2014 at a 
college (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22637/13]

14/05/2013WRK01500268. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will detail 
the reasons a school (details supplied) in County Tipperary has not been approved to offer a post 
leaving certificate programme for 2013/2014; if he will reconsider this decision in view of the 
fact that between 15-20 students have expressed an interest in this course; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a teaching post will be lost if this course is not sanctioned; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22703/13]

14/05/2013WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 264 and 268 together.

Approval to participate in the Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) programme is granted on an 
annual basis following an application process.  Each application is examined by my Department 
on its own merits, taking into account current and previous allocations, current and previous 
demand and uptake and the overall number of places available.  There are currently 32,688 ap-
proved PLC places available nationwide.  Providers are required to inform the Further Educa-
tion Section of my Department of any PLC places that have not been taken up by the middle of 
September each year in order that these unused places can be reallocated given the high demand 
for places.

The school referred to by the deputies has been operating PLC courses over a number of 
years and had sanction for 24 PLC places.   While approval was given to run a PLC course in 
each of the years 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 the school did not enrol any PLC learners in either 
of these years and did not inform my Department that it was not using these places.

The application process for the 2013/2014 academic year has recently concluded and places 
have been allocated for the next academic year.  This school has not received sanction for any 
PLC places.  However, a range of PLC courses are available in the area which may be accessed 
by school leavers from this school.

14/05/2013WRK01650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRK01700265. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that all children with Down’s syndrome attending mainstream primary schools have access to 
specifically allocated resource teaching hours with effect from the start of the coming school 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22638/13]

14/05/2013WRK01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion 
of students with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or 
where a special school or special class placement may be required to ensure such placements 
are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 



14 May 2013

101

Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general 
learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed 
Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability. There is not presently a dis-
tinct disability category of Down syndrome for resource allocation purposes.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming weeks.

14/05/2013WRK01850Student Grant Scheme Representations

14/05/2013WRK01900266. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a full/
special maintenance grant was not issued by Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22690/13]

14/05/2013WRK02000276. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a special 
maintenance grant was not issued by Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22732/13]

14/05/2013WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 266 and 276 together.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
that the student referred to by the Deputy was ineligible for the special rate of maintenance 
grant as the reckonable income exceeded the threshold of €22,703.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grant Appeals 
Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

14/05/2013WRK02150School Health and Safety Issues

14/05/2013WRK02200267. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the services 
Medmark provide to his Department to get school employees who are off work due to illness to 
return to work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22696/13]

14/05/2013WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department put in place 
an Occupational Health Strategy as a supportive resource for teachers and special needs assis-
tants (SNAs), to promote their health in their workplace, with a focus primarily on prevention 
rather than cure. The Occupational Health Strategy comprises of the Employee Assistance and 
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Occupational Health Services.

Medmark Occupational Healthcare is the current provider of occupational health services 
for teachers and SNAs.  The Occupational Health Service encompasses health management 
and incorporates pre-employment heath assessments, sickness absence management referrals, 
medical assessments of fitness for work and ill health retirement assessments and appeals.

Employers of teachers and SNAs have responsibilities for ensuring the health, safety, well-
being and educational progress of students. They also have a duty under Section 8 of the Safety, 
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 to “ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the safety, 
health and welfare at work of his or her employees”. In order to discharge these management re-
sponsibilities effectively, it is essential that employers have access to professional occupational 
health advice on medical fitness.  The Occupational Health Serivce is in place to assist employ-
ers and employees in the timely management of medical problems that arise in the context of 
work.

Question No. 268 answered with Question No. 264.

14/05/2013WRK02450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRK02500269. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the criteria 
relating to guaranteed resource learning hours for students with Down’s syndrome was altered 
in 2005; and if he will rectify that situation by recognising Down’s syndrome as a low incidence 
disability. [22714/13]

14/05/2013WRK02600274. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider recognising Down’s syndrome as a disability in its own right and that children that are 
diagnosed with it receive the necessary support and resource hours in the education system. 
[22721/13]

14/05/2013WRK02700288. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is consider-
ing giving an automatic qualification of individual teaching hours for all children with Down’s 
syndrome. [22861/13]

14/05/2013WRK02800294. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children with Down’s syndrome attending mainstream primary school; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23036/13]

14/05/2013WRK02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 269, 274, 288 and 294 together.

The Deputies will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
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Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

It should be noted that the introduction of the GAM in 2005 did not change the position in 
relation to the allocation of supports for children with Down syndrome who had mild general 
learning difficulty. Prior to the GAM introduction, Circular 08/02 set out that the level of ad-
ditional support to be provided for children who present with a particular syndrome e.g. Down 
Syndrome, will be determined following consideration of psychological or other specialist re-
ports which details the nature and degree of the child’s special educational needs. The alloca-
tions made were differentiated on the basis of the extent of general learning difficulty of the 
child.

Pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general 
learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed 
Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability. There is not presently a dis-
tinct disability category of Down syndrome for resource allocation purposes. As such, it is not 
possible to advise of the number of children with Down syndrome who are attending main-
stream primary education.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming weeks. 

14/05/2013WRK02950Schools Amalgamation

14/05/2013WRK03000270. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the likely starting 
date for the construction of the new school to accommodate amalgamated schools (details sup-
plied) in County Laois. [22717/13]

14/05/2013WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning. The 
Design Team are currently working on the Stage 2(b) Submission which will then be submitted 
to the Department for review.  Planning Permission, Disability Access and Fire Safety Certifi-
cates have all been secured.

Following approval of the Stage 2b submission and assuming no issues arise the project will 
then be progressed to tender and construction stage as quickly as possible.

14/05/2013WRK03150Schools Building Projects Status

14/05/2013WRK03200271. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the likely starting 
date for the construction of a school (details supplied) in County Laois which is scheduled for 
sometime in 2014/2015. [22718/13]

14/05/2013WRK03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  

The Stage 2b submission was received in the Department recently for review.  Following 
the review of the stage 2(b) submission and assuming no issues arise, the Department will then 
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contact the Board of Management regarding the further progression of the project to tender and 
construction stage. 

14/05/2013WRK03350School Accommodation

14/05/2013WRK03400272. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will bring 
forward the starting date from 2015/2016 for the replacement building in respect of a school 
(details supplied) in County Kildare due to local circumstances. [22719/13]

14/05/2013WRK03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has sought the assistance of, and is working closely with, Kildare County 
Council, the relevant Local Authority, in relation to identifying and acquiring a suitable site for 
the provision of permanent accommodation for the school to which he refers.

As the Deputy will be aware, negotiations are at an advanced stage. Given the sensitivities 
associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further on that 
aspect at this time.

The Deputy will also be aware that the project is included in the Five Year Construction Plan 
and is scheduled to proceed to construction in 2015/16.  Details of the progress of all major 
projects listed in the Five Year Plan will continue to be maintained and updated on the Depart-
ment’s website, www.education.ie

14/05/2013WRK03550Schools Building Projects Expenditure

14/05/2013WRK03600273. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to the Ex-
chequer and public funds to build and operate, using a public private partnership, the two post 
primary schools at Borris Road, Portlaoise, County Laois, including the payments that were to 
be made when the schools were completed in 2010 and the monthly payments that were to be 
paid for the duration of the contract. [22720/13]

14/05/2013WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The schools to which the 
Deputy refers were delivered as part of a Bundle of 4 schools that were provided through a 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) progamme.  The remaining 2 schools were delivered in Co. 
Offaly. As the entire Programme or Bundle - referred to as Bundle 1 - constitutes a single con-
tract with the PPP provider, the Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to disaggregate the 
individual details of all payments in respect of each school. To the extent that it is possible to 
do so, this has been done.

The ongoing unitary charges are a monthly payment due to the PPP Operator for the design, 
build, finance and operating costs of the schools. Since taking possession of the Bundle 1 of 
schools in 2010 the Department has paid a total of €21.8m to the PPP Operator in respect of the 
unitary charges. The target expiry date of the unitary charges for Bundle 1 is 2035. The current 
value of the unitary charge is €0.76m per month. The charge is subject to indexation annually 
which occurs generally in September.  Where appropriate, deductions are made monthly for un-
der performance or service malfunction issues from the monthly unitary charges. Where these 
issues arise they are examined in conjunction with the schools’ management authorities. Post 
completion of the Bundle in 2010, a VAT liability specific to the Portlaoise schools of €4.588m 
presented and was paid together with ICT development grants to the schools to the value of 
€627,070. A balance of costs specific to the 2 Portlaoise amounted to just over €32,000 and re-
late to minor miscellaneous works also arose and was paid. A total of just over €1m was paid in 
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respect of approved variations that arose for the entire Bundle 1 of schools but it is not possible 
to disaggregate costs between the 4 schools.  

  Question No. 274 answered with Question No. 269.

14/05/2013WRK03850State Examinations Issues

14/05/2013WRK03900275. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if suitable 
and reasonable accommodation needs will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare in respect of their upcoming leaving certificate examinations, whose needs 
have been confirmed and supported by their educational psychologist; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22722/13]

14/05/2013WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

  Question No. 276 answered with Question No. 266.

14/05/2013WRK04150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRK04200277. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
special needs assistants or other assistance available to children of school going and preschool 
age who are profoundly deaf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22740/13]

14/05/2013WRK04300278. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the grants or special assistance available to main stream schools who have to accommodate 
profoundly deaf children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22741/13]

14/05/2013WRK04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 277 and 278 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department provides for an extensive range of supports 
to assist pupils who are deaf or hard of hearing.  

I can confirm that there are currently 11 special classes for pupils with hearing impairment 
attached to mainstream primary schools, 5 special class at post-primary level and 3 special 
schools. An enhanced capitation grant is provided to the special schools and special classes for 
hearing impaired pupils.

Pupils in special classes and special schools for hearing impaired children are supported by 
enhanced pupil teacher ratios of 7:1. Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support is also provided in 
these schools and classes, as required.

In line with my Department’s policy that children with special educational needs (SEN) ac-
cess appropriate education intervention in mainstream settings where possible, many deaf/ hard 
of hearing pupils are integrated into mainstream classes at primary and post-primary level with 
the assistance, as necessary, of resource teaching and special needs assistant support.

Grant-aid is also provided to schools towards the provision of special equipment for pupils 
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who are hard of hearing, such as sound field systems and radio aids.

My Department also provides funding for a weekly home tuition service whereby tutors 
visit the homes of deaf and hard of hearing pre-school children and school-going pupils to pro-
vide training in Irish Sign Language (ISL) for these children, their siblings and parents.

In addition, the Visiting Teacher Service for Children and Young People with a Hearing 
Impairment is provided by my Department from the time of referral through to third level 
education. The Visiting Teacher service provides advice and support to ensure that the needs 
of children and young people with hearing impairment are met. This service is available at 
pre-school, primary and post-primary levels. Specifically, the service works in partnership with 
parents of pre-school children with hearing impairment, visiting their homes and/or meeting 
them in groups to inform, advise and offer guidance in matters pertaining to their education and 
overall development and in helping their children to derive maximum benefit from the educa-
tional opportunities available.

My Department, through the Higher Education Authority (HEA), has established and funds 
a Centre for Deaf Studies in Trinity College, Dublin which provides diploma courses for ISL/
English interpreters, deaf tutors and in deaf studies. The course modules deal with issues such 
as sign linguistics, bi-lingualism and socio-linguistics of sign language. The course is delivered 
in seminar sessions/group work and the award of the diploma is based on continued assessment 
and a project and course design.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
has published Policy Advice on the Education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children in Ireland, 
which makes a number of recommendations for the improvement of educational provision for 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children.

This policy advice is available on the NCSE’s website www.ncse.ie. My Department has 
established a working group which will consider and implement the recommendations of this 
report in accordance with available resources.

14/05/2013WRK04450Schools Building Projects Status

14/05/2013WRK04500279. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a specific 
policy decision has been taken to give absolute priority to new build primary and second-
ary schools over the extension of existing schools; if this is the case, when this decision was 
taken; if there are any exceptions to this policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22747/13]

14/05/2013WRK04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The current status of all proj-
ects, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie and this will be updated 
regularly throughout the year.

In determining projects that were announced to proceed to construction during the 5 Year 
Plan, both new school building projects as well as major extensions to existing schools have 
been prioritised on the basis of meeting demographic needs in areas where such needs have 
been identified.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that where an immediate enrolment need in an area has 
been identified e.g. the appointment of an additional teacher and where school’s existing ac-
commodation cannot provide for this growth, my Department will be prepared to consider ap-
plications by schools for capital funding for additional classrooms mainly on a devolved basis.
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In addition, under my Department’s Prefab Replacement Initiative announced in March 
2012, over 170 schools have been approved to replace their rented prefab accommodation with 
permanent accommodation. In excess of €42 million has been allocated for this initiative of 
which €15.6 million was paid in 2012. This funding is being provided to schools to replace 
rented prefabs that are currently providing mainstream classroom and resource rooms for an 
estimated 6,000 pupils. In total, 286 mainstream classrooms currently in rented prefabs will 
receive permanent buildings, details of which are also available on my Department’s website.

14/05/2013WRK04650Schools Building Projects Status

14/05/2013WRK04700280. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to sanc-
tion a permanent building in respect of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 16; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22773/13]

14/05/2013WRK04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the position relating to the school in question is, as I outlined to him in my response to his 
question of 8th May last.

14/05/2013WRL00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRL00200281. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that funding has not been as yet been secured for further education of 
students completing their education at scools (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22774/13]

14/05/2013WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that Special Schools funded by my Department are intended to cater for children and young 
persons with special educational needs from 4 years until the end of the school year in which 
they reach their 18th year.  At that point, the Department of Health/Health Service Executive 
assumes direct responsibility for young adults with special educational needs who are over 18 
years. My Department, at that stage, may allocate resources towards an education component 
of such provision.

Special Schools may make an application to my Department to retain pupils over the age 
of 18 who are pursuing courses leading to accreditation at level 3 or above of the National 
Qualifications Framework (Junior Certificate/Leaving Certificate Applied/FETAC 3); for one 
additional year, in order to complete these courses. Special schools have been invited to make 
any such applications to my Department in respect of any pupils fulfilling these criteria who 
they wish to retain for the coming school year.

14/05/2013WRL00350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

14/05/2013WRL00400282. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made on a grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Roscom-
mon; the reason for the delay; the reason for the failure of Student Universal Support Ireland 
to respond to correspondence on this appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22776/13]

14/05/2013WRL00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by 
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the Deputy has had his application reviewed and was issued with a decision that he was eligible 
for 50% fees on the 1st March 2013.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grant 
Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

14/05/2013WRL00550Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRL00600283. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the aegis 
of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to 
€30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22787/13]

14/05/2013WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Public sector numbers returns 
are made on a quarterly basis.  As at 31 March 2013 (end Q1 2013) there were 93,624 whole-
time equivalent staff employed in the Education sector.  This figure includes civil servants and 
staff employed in NCSAs (Non commercial state agencies) that come under the aegis of the 
Department of Education and Skills.  The table provides details requested by the Deputy of the 
whole-time equivalent earnings of staff in the Education sector.  

Whole-time equivalent Salary Ranges € Number of whole-time equivalent staff
Under €25,000 3,623
€25,001- €30,000 5,141
€30,001- €40,000 14,015
€40,001- €50,000 20,227
€50,001 - €60,000 19,488
€60,001 - €70,000 14,935
€70,001 - €80,000 8,022
€80,001 - €90,000 5,148
€90,001 - €100,000 1,500
€100,001 - €125,000 908
€125,001 - €150,000 486
€150,001 - €200,000 76
€200,001 - €250,000 54
€250,001 - €300,000 1
Over €300,000 0
Total 93,624

14/05/2013WRL00750Student Grant Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRL00800284. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
determination will be made on a grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22821/13]
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14/05/2013WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that requested  documentation was not 
furnished within the timeframe set out in a communication with the applicant. The applicant 
referred to by the Deputy was issued with a decision on the 2/5/2013 advising her that she was 
ineligible to receive a grant and her application was cancelled. If an individual applicant consid-
ers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, 
to the appeals officer in SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, 
in writing, by SUSI, and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly 
in his/her case.

14/05/2013WRL00950Emergency Works Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRL01000285. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
has been given to an application for emergency works funding in respect of roof repairs for a 
school (details supplied) in County Tipperary; if funding will be granted; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22827/13]

14/05/2013WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has no record 
of having received an application for  funding for roof repairs under the Emergency Works 
Scheme from the school in question.  Should an application be received it will be assessed and 
the school authorities will be notified of the outcome.

14/05/2013WRL01150School Staffing

14/05/2013WRL01200286. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will inves-
tigate allegations of malpractice as raised from a case (details supplied). [22829/13]

14/05/2013WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not 
accept the allegations made regarding redeployment panels. The core function of the redeploy-
ment panels at primary level is to enable the redeployment of teachers who are surplus in one 
school to another school that has a vacancy. Under the panel arrangements, the most junior 
eligible permanent teacher in a school with surplus teaching staff is placed on the panel for 
redeployment to another school.   Responsibility for running schools on a day-to-day basis is 
devolved from the patron to the board of management and this was statutorily underpinned by 
Section 14 of the Education Act 1998.

Section 24 of the Education Act 1998 provides that the appointment, suspension and dis-
missal of teachers are the responsibility of boards of management.

Under Circulars 59/2009 (VEC schools) and 60/2009 (all other schools) procedures were 
agreed relating to both professional competence issues and procedures relating to work, con-
duct and matters other than professional competence. This agreement was made under the terms 
of Towards 2016 and the procedures were issued in September 2009.

The procedures serve a dual purpose in that they provide a framework which enables schools 
to maintain satisfactory standards, and for teachers and principals to have access to procedures 
whereby alleged failures to comply with these standards may be fairly and sensitively addressed.

Matters of professional competence are dealt with through a process which allows for in-
formal counselling and the use of internal and external supports such as the Employee Assis-
tance Service and relevant educational support services. Only when the informal procedures 



Questions - Written Answers

110

are unsuccessful in addressing professional competence issues are the formal stages invoked 
which may at the end of the process have recourse to disciplinary action (up to and including 
dismissal).

Matters of conduct follow a similarly staged procedure. However, in the cases of serious 
misconduct at work or a threat to health and safety to children or other personnel in the school 
the stages outlined above do not normally apply and a teacher may be dismissed without re-
course to the previous stages. A teacher may also be placed on administrative leave on full pay 
pending an investigation and the conclusion of any appeal process.

14/05/2013WRL01350FÁS Safe Passes

14/05/2013WRL01400287. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to any issues arising where an English company will not accept a FÁS safe pass 
card; if the FÁS safe pass card is recognised in Britain; if there is an agreement in place with 
Britain or other EU member states to allow for mutual recognition of FÁS safe pass cards in 
respect of health and safety awareness training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22836/13]

14/05/2013WRL01500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I understand that FÁS have an agreement for mutual recognition of the FAS Safe Pass Health 
and Safety Awareness Training Programme with the CSR Health and Safety Awareness Train-
ing Programme in Northern Ireland. Following this agreement the CSR (NI) registration cards 
are recognised as equivalent to the FÁS Safe Pass registration card. 

There was also an agreement in place between FÁS and Construction Industry Training 
Board (CITB) in the UK to recognise safety awareness registration cards.  However, as of 
March 2013, the CITB UK have withdrawn this agreement, which they are entitled to do.

I am informed that safety awareness training is not regulated under UK legislation.  Al-
though a person is required to be competent and qualified it is not a requirement to hold a speci-
fied qualification or registration card. Each individual employer must ensure the competence 
of their workers and therefore they can accept the FÁS Safe Pass registration card as proof of 
safety awareness training provided they are satisfied that it is sufficient. 

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 269.

14/05/2013WRL01650Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRL01700289. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the individual 
amount of overtime paid in the case of each political/Ministerial appointee for the period 2007 
to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such payments 
were made to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same period. 
[22873/13]

14/05/2013WRL01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Details of overtime payments 
made by my Department in respect of political/Ministerial appointees for the period 2007 to 
date are set out as follows.  Overtime is not paid to officials or staff at the Grade of Secretary 
General or Ministerial Adviser. 
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- Political/
Ministe-
rial Ap-
pointee

2007 2008 Over-
time2009

2010 2011 2012 2013

Minister: - - - - - - - -
Many 
Hanafin 

Paula 
Power 
Personal 
Assistant

1611.58 2177.9 - - - - -

Ruairi 
Quinn 

Neil Ward 
Personal 
Assistant

- - - - 4765.64 8206.05 3269.4

- Ian O 
Mara 
Personal 
Secretary

- - - - 3300.06 6879.16 3456

Ruairi 
Quinn 

- - - - - - - -

Sean 
Haughey

Catherine 
Ward 
Personal 
Assistant

3626.62 3821.53 3981.3 4368.71 2495.58 - -

- Claire 
Turvey 
Personal 
Secretary

4993.09 1919.67 - - - - -

- Niall 
Haughey 
Personal 
Secretary

- - 3239.68 5593.1 2422.8 - -

14/05/2013WRL01850Building Regulations Compliance

14/05/2013WRL01900290. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the new 
school building for a school (details supplied) will be fully accessible; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22999/13]

14/05/2013WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is the standard design phi-
losophy of my Department that all new facilities are laid out to cater for persons with varying 
degrees of physical ability and they must not be disadvantaged by design limitations. Accord-
ingly, access for all must be provided in all new buildings and must be in accordance with cur-
rent building regulations. 

14/05/2013WRL02050Emergency Works Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRL02100291. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the review 
of an application in respect of emergency funding for a school (details supplied) in County Gal-
way will be decided in view of the urgent need for these works; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23002/13]

14/05/2013WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authorities 
of the school referred to by the Deputy recently submitted an appeal in relation to an applica-
tion for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme to replace windows at their 
school.  This application is currently being assessed and when completed the school authorities 
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will be notified of the outcome.

14/05/2013WRL02250Site Acquisitions

14/05/2013WRL02300292. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his De-
partment has now completed the acquisition of land for a school (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23010/13]

14/05/2013WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware my 
Department sought the assistance of, and is working closely with, Kildare County Council in 
relation to the identification and acquisition of a site for the provision of permanent accommo-
dation for the school to which he refers.

I can advise the Deputy that a suitable site has been identified.  While negotiations are at an 
advanced stage with the relevant landowner, an acquisition has not yet been completed. 

14/05/2013WRL02450School Accommodation

14/05/2013WRL02500293. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will take 
immediate action to provide improved accommodation for a school (details supplied) in County 
Kildare or, if it is his intention to provide a new school at this location; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23027/13]

14/05/2013WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that my Department recently approved funding to the school to which he refers to con-
struct two mainstream classrooms and resource rooms.

Earlier this year, my officials met with the school’s representatives in the context of the 
school’s long term accommodation needs. The school undertook to consider the projected en-
rolment numbers for the area and revert to my Department. Following receipt and consideration 
of this data, my Department can then consider the optimum means of addressing the primary 
school accommodation needs for the area. The timing of when a building project can be ad-
vanced will be taken in the context of the prevailing financial situation and other priority proj-
ects as outlined in the Five Year Construction Plan.

  Question No. 294 answered with Question No. 269.

14/05/2013WRL02750Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRL02800295. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding issues with autism; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23041/13]

14/05/2013WRL02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My officials have been en-
gaged over a prolonged period in dealing with extensive communication from the correspon-
dent to whom the Deputy refers. This correspondence has outlined in detail my Department’s 
policy on the education of children with autism. 

My officials are currently in the process of preparing a comprehensive statement of existing 
policy on autism within the boundaries of one document. The new policy statement will not be 
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exclusive. Policies are subject of necessity to change from time to time. Also, the new statement 
will neither alter nor add to existing policy. It will reflect the current policy in a coherent and 
articulate manner for the benefit of schools and parents. This process is ongoing and the corre-
spondent in question will be advised accordingly.  Furthermore, no misleading information has 
been provided to the Public Accounts Committee.

14/05/2013WRL02950Fee Paying Schools

14/05/2013WRL03000296. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that no changes will occur to the way fee paying schools are funded; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23042/13]

14/05/2013WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The salaries of teachers em-
ployed within the approved annual staffing allocation for fee charging schools by my Depart-
ment are paid by the State; an arrangement that pre-dates the introduction of the Free Education 
scheme and which exists since the foundation of the State. The estimated cost of these posts 
is in the order of €100m.  The Deputy will be aware that in the context of the Budget 2013, I 
made a further one point change to the staffing allocation of fee charging schools from Septem-
ber 2013. Given the extremely difficult economic circumstances that this country is facing and 
the fact that every Department has to find considerable cost-savings, all expenditure must be 
examined to see if cost-savings can be found. The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot at this 
stage anticipate any specific decisions the Government may take in respect of the next budget.

14/05/2013WRL03150Student Grant Scheme Administration

14/05/2013WRL03200297. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plicants for third level education grants from County Kerry; the number of students that have 
been paid grants and college fees to date; the number that were refused; the up to date position 
regarding the number of students who sought to appeal and were accepted as valid appeals; the 
number of students that have been requested to supply further information on their claim to 
proceed or to confirm that they are still seeking a grant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23044/13]

14/05/2013WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, as at close of business on 13th May 2013, it had received 
2,557 student grant applications for Co. Kerry, for attendance at both further and higher educa-
tion. 

The information in relation to the number of students that have been paid grants and college 
fees to date for Co. Kerry is not currently available, however, some 1,548 students have been 
awarded a grant. The information will be made available to the Deputy shortly. 

Some 991 applications from Co. Kerry have been refused or cancelled. There are 8 applica-
tions currently with SUSI for processing. 10 applications are awaiting further documentation 
from the student. These students are being contacted by SUSI as part of their close out strategy 
for applications for the 2012/13 academic year to confirm that they are still seeking a grant. 
Some 255 appeals have been received by SUSI to date from Co. Kerry. 

14/05/2013WRL03350Special Educational Needs Services Provision
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14/05/2013WRL03400298. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he approves of 
the use of a restraint method Figure of Four and TMAV technique as an intervention for children 
with autism who have toileting or self-harming issues; if his attention has been drawn to any 
school that provides education for children with autism where this method is being employed; 
if there is documentation on the numbers of children, the duration of use and the outcomes for 
the children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23057/13]

14/05/2013WRL03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The restraint method to which 
the Deputy has referred has not been brought the attention of my Department. The Special Edu-
cation Support Service of my Department provides training in the use of certain methodologies 
in managing behaviours. The models which are utilised by the SESS are in line with the models 
identified by the British Institute of Learning Disabilities (BILD).   If the Deputy has concerns 
or information about any practice in a school which, in his view, constitutes a risk or threat to 
the safety, health or wellbeing of any pupil, he should, in the first instance bring such informa-
tion to the attention of the HSE. In addition, I would welcome any further information from the 
Deputy in relation to this model and any school in which it is being operated whether or not 
such concerns exist.

14/05/2013WRL03550Preschool Services

14/05/2013WRL03600299. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
his comments made regarding the cutting of child benefit; if he will make his intentions clear 
with regards to the future of child benefit; if child benefit will be cut in order to fund additional 
free pre-school care; if he will clarify the current status of these proposals and if costings have 
been undertaken; if his attention has been drawn to the distress, fear and upset being caused 
as a result of these reports; if his attention has been drawn to the importance of child benefit 
in assisting families in keeping their heads above water; if he will give an assurance that child 
benefit will not be cut any further; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23067/13]

14/05/2013WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The intention of my com-
ments was to raise a debate on how, in the current fiscal climate, an extension of the universal 
free pre-school year might be financed.  There are no decisions or proposals on the table regard-
ing cuts in child benefit.

Research shows that high quality pre-school education delivers lasting benefits in terms of 
better academic attainment and socio-behavioural outcomes, particularly for children from mi-
nority groups and low-income families. The evidence is that it can help close the gap in social 
development and literacy and numeracy achievement between children from socially advan-
taged and disadvantaged backgrounds.

Based on this, I declared my support in principle for an extension of the universal free pre-
school year. However, I also acknowledged that, given the current fiscal climate, it would be 
necessary to consider how such an expansion could be financed and called for a debate on how 
this might be done.

In the interim, I believe we could, at a much smaller cost, transform the quality of education 
being delivered under the free pre-school year. Research evidence shows that just attending 
pre-school predicts improved educational attainment by the age of 14. However, the research 
also indicates that the quality of that pre-school education is a further predictor of the levels of 
attainment children can reach by the same age. 

I believe that, in a short period and with limited additional resources, we could put in place 
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the frameworks and supports needed to up-skill our pre-school leaders and assistants, review 
and develop the mandatory system of inspections for all pre-school settings, and fully imple-
ment the Aistear curriculum framework in pre-schools.

In the meantime, it is worth noting that this Government has continued to fulfil the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment to protect the existing year of free pre-school.

14/05/2013WRL03750Garda Stations Closures

14/05/2013WRL03800300. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding a submission from Beaufort Community Council, County Kerry, with 
regard to proposals that they have for the Garda station which is now closed in supporting their 
proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22208/13]

14/05/2013WRL03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is assessing the management issues arising in 
respect of all the recently closed Garda Stations including Beaufort. The office is engaged in 
determining alternate state use, potential disposal and addressing temporary constraints relating 
to some individual properties.

Community involvement will be considered subject to the receipt of an appropriate social 
/ community case which will be included in a Business Case.  The relevant Business Case will 
also need to demonstrate the competence to insure, maintain and manage the State property for 
the duration of the licence.

The OPW will consider the proposal received from Beaufort Community Council in the 
context of the above and will contact the community group in the near future to discuss the 
matter.

14/05/2013WRL03950Croke Park Agreement Issues

14/05/2013WRL04000301. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fol-
lowing the rejection of Croke Park two if retirement grades will still apply to serving civil ser-
vants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22402/13]

14/05/2013WRL04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, following public servants non-acceptance of the measures proposed by the 
Labour Relations Commission, the Government has requested the CEO of the LRC to make 
contact with the parties to establish whether or not there is a basis for a negotiated agreement 
to meet budgetary targets. The Government will reflect on the outcome of this process before 
coming to conclusions on how to secure the required level of savings from public service pay 
and pensions.

14/05/2013WRL04150Public Service Contracts

14/05/2013WRL04200302. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son a more expensive contract was awarded to a company (details supplied); if he will detail the 
method by which the prices tendered by competing companies are aggregated for the purposes 
of scoring the price section of a tender. [22413/13]
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14/05/2013WRL04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In July 2012, 
the NPS advertised an open competition for the Supply of Custom Envelopes on the eTenders 
website, which detailed a range of envelopes that were the most commonly purchased by public 
bodies. This Request For Tender (RFT) also outlined the qualifying criteria for specific paper 
quality and sizes, nationwide delivery to hundreds of different public bodies, provision of a 
dedicated website and various environmental conditions. 

In addition to the criteria above, any interested parties were invited to tender their best 
prices for the full range of these contract envelopes. 

Following a full evaluation of all the tenders received, the contract was awarded to Koverto 
Envelopes Ireland Limited, and not the company named by the Deputy in this Parliamentary 
Question, as they offered the most economically advantageous tender which included the low-
est prices. The prices offered by Koverto Envelopes Ireland Limited were significantly lower 
than those offered by Trimfold Envelopes.

The method by which the prices tendered were scored was fully explained in the Section 
3.3.2.4 of the RFT:

“Tenderers must submit one cost for each item in all the Pricing Quantity Columns in the 
pricing schedules B1, B2 and B3; in addition to the Paper Specification spreadsheet contained 
in Appendix 2. Failure to complete all of these spreadsheets will be deemed a fail. All Pricing 
Quantity Columns in Schedules B1, B2 and B3 will be totalled to give the overall tendered cost 
for the items

This methodology for evaluating the prices submitted has been used by the NPS many times 
in the past and is clearly laid out in the RFT. There were no questions raised about its use in 
this competition by any of the tenderers. It was only after Trimfold Envelopes failed to win the 
competition, and launched an unsuccessful High Court challenge to the result that any issue was 
raised about this method.

Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRL04400303. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the 
aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 
to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22794/13]

14/05/2013WRL04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question there are seven organisations within the Public Expenditure Vote Group 
including the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, Office of Public Works, Public 
Appointments Service, Ombudsman, Valuation Office, State Laboratory and the new Shared 
Services.

Because of the way the information is compiled the initial earning brackets can only begin 
from zero to €20,000 and then from €20,000 to €40,000. The following table outlines the num-
ber of Civil and Public Servants under the remit of my Department at end March 2013 and their 
respective earnings.



14 May 2013

117

Earning 
Bracket

Public Expenditure 
& Reform

Office of Public-
Works

Shared 
Services 

Public 
Appointments 
Service

Ombudsman Valuation 
Office 

State 
Laboratory

Less than 
€20,000

8 42 31 5 - - 2

Less than 
€40,000

66 1,370 64 39 31 27 18

€40,000 - 
€60,000

119 406 27 30 23 71 30

€60,000 - 
€80,000

48 92 2 4 20 21 28

€80,000 - 
€100,000

61 63 1 5 13 10 6

€100,000 - 
€150,000

24 7 - 3 4 2 -

€150,000 - 
€200,000

2 2 - - - - -

Total 328 1,982 125 86 91 131 84

I have no staff earning more than €200,000.

14/05/2013WRM00050Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRM00100304. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political/Ministerial appointee for the 
period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such 
payments were made to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same 
period. [22880/13]

14/05/2013WRM00200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I can confirm that one staff member in my Constituency Office and two 
staff in the Constituency Office of the Minister of State earned overtime since the formation of 
this Department in 2011 as follows:

Minister Constituency Office - Overtime 2011 - 2013
Year         Amount
2011         €4,520.20
2012         €6,102.27
2013         €1,356.06

Minister of State Constituency Office - Overtime 2011 - 2013
Year         Amount
2011        €9,252.87
2012        €13,961.41
2013        €4,650.07

14/05/2013WRM00250Health and Safety Inspections

14/05/2013WRM00300305. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there are regular health and safety checks carried out at petrol stations here; the person respon-
sible for carrying out these checks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22149/13]

14/05/2013WRM00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Health 
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and Safety Authority (HSA), which comes under the remit of my Department, conducts routine 
inspections of petrol stations storing “petroleum spirits” under the Dangerous Substances Act 
1972 and the Dangerous Substances (Retail and Private Petroleum Stores) Regulations 1979 
as amended, and also under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated 
Regulations.  I have been informed that a total of 114 inspections of petrol stations were carried 
out in 2012 and that these were mainly focussed on a number of key areas as follows: Compli-
ance with licencing requirements; Effective “wetstock” inventory management; Storage tank 
inspection, testing and maintenance; Staff training; and Management Control systems.

The inspection of Retail and Private Petroleum Stores, specifically in relation to their op-
eration, delivery and dispensing of petrol, is included as part of the HSA’s 2013 Programme 
of Work.  The inspection of petrol stations is carried out by a team of specialist inspectors 
from within the “ADR” Compliance unit of the HSA, who also enforce Transport of Danger-
ous Goods by Road legislation.  These inspectors have received specialist training in relation 
to management of risks and enforcement of relevant legislation at petrol stations, generally 
supplied by the UK Association for Petroleum and Explosives Administration (APEA) who 
run such courses for a range of stakeholders in the UK, including regulators, designers, local 
authority fire services, and petrol station operators etc.  A specialist bespoke training course in 
LPG installations at Forecourts was held in the HSA and attended by ADR inspectors in 2012.  
ADR inspectors also attended a seminar last year organised by the Irish branch of the APEA, 
at which a range of Irish stakeholders, including Fire Officers, operators of petrol stations, etc., 
attended.

As part of its on-going maintenance of technical expertise in this area, the HSA maintains a 
corporate membership of the APEA, which includes a supply of regular information bulletins 
and technical information relating to petroleum storage.  If the Deputy has any concerns regard-
ing a particular station, or allegations of breaches of any of the workplace health and safety 
regulatory requirements by a station owner, he could bring them to the attention of the Health 
and Safety Authority through its Workplace Contact Unit in the first place (see www.hsa.ie, 
email wcu@hsa.ie or Locall 1890 289 389) who will advise on appropriate follow-up action.

14/05/2013WRM00450Employment Rights Issues

14/05/2013WRM00500306. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the mea-
sures in place to ensure that parliamentary staff in the Houses of the Oireachtas enjoy the same 
protections from employment law as well as due process to prevent summary dismissal from 
Deputies. [22224/13]

14/05/2013WRM00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Unfair 
Dismissals Acts 1977 to 2007 apply to all employees, subject to the exceptions set out in section 
2 of the 1977 Act (as amended).  Therefore, parliamentary staff in the Houses of the Oireachtas 
who meet the criteria of the Unfair Dismissals Acts are covered by the protections of the Acts.  
The Acts protect employees from being unfairly dismissed by laying down criteria by which 
the fairness or otherwise of dismissals are judged.  The Acts also provide an adjudication sys-
tem and then redress for an employee whose dismissal has been found to be unfair.  To qualify 
to take a case under the Unfair Dismissals Acts, an employee is normally expected to have at 
least one year’s continuous service with the employer, with some exceptions.  Also, the Acts 
do not generally apply to the non-renewal of a a Fixed-Term contract which has reached the 
expiry date in the contract or do not apply to the non-renewal of a Specified-Purpose contract 
which has been completed in line with the contract, provided that this exclusion from the Acts 
is expressly stated in a written contract of employment.  A claim for redress under the Acts may 
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be submitted initially to either of the adjudicative bodies specified in the Acts i.e. a Rights Com-
missioner or the Employment Appeals Tribunal within six months of the date of dismissal (this 
can be extended to 12 months in exceptional circumstances).  An application to either a Rights 
Commissioner or the Employment Appeals Tribunal may be made using the Single Complaint 
Form which is available at website www.workplacerelations.ie   and the completed form may be 
forwarded to the Workplace Relations Customer Services, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation, O’Brien Road, Carlow.

14/05/2013WRM00650Employment Rights Issues

14/05/2013WRM00700307. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
his attention has been drawn to concerns regarding exploitation in the au pair industry arising 
from the lack of a regulatory framework (details supplied); his views on whether this puts both 
children and au pairs at risk and if he will consider the establishment of an interdepartmental 
working group to address the issues concerned. [22227/13]

14/05/2013WRM00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The recent 
MRCI Report on au pairs, which is referenced by the Deputy, expresses concern that au pairs 
are being used as a cheap form of child care, and highlights the lack of regulation of the indus-
try.  Issues regarding childcare fall within the remit of my colleague Deputy Frances Fitzgerald, 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.  Issues regarding employment rights fall within my 
remit.  The term “au-pair” is not defined in Irish employment rights legislation.  A genuine au 
pair placement falls outside the scope of the employer-employee relationship.  I am aware that 
the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) has encountered individuals described as 
“au pairs” who have been found to be domestic employees and as such are fully protected by 
the State’s employment rights legislation.  In these instances NERA investigates employers 
who are using the term “au pair” to avoid their statutory obligations under employment law.  
Where the employment status of an individual is in question, the provisions of the “Code of 
Practice Determining the Employment or Self-Employment Status of Individuals” are used in 
order to determine the employment status of the relationship.  Ireland’s body of employment 
rights legislation protects all employees legally employed on an employer-employee basis in 
Ireland.  Therefore, once it is clear that a person is working under a contract of employment in 
another person’s home, on a full-time or part-time basis, that person has the same protection 
under employment law as other employees.  Where a person has concerns that employees may 
be exploited or are receiving less than their statutory entitlement, the matter may be reported to 
NERA for investigation.  Cases for redress on matters relating to Employment Equality or Em-
ployment Rights legislation can be made on the workplace relations complaint form available 
from NERA or online at www.workplacerelations.ie.

14/05/2013WRM00850Pensions Reform

14/05/2013WRM00900308. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if, hav-
ing regard to the proposed increase in retirement age for workers in the private sector, he will 
advise the regulation changes that are necessary to facilitate their continued employment until 
they reach the new retirement age threshold; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22358/13]

14/05/2013WRM01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Depart-
ment of Social Protection, by way of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011, provided for the 
discontinuation of the State Pension (Transition) from January 2014 which eligible individuals 
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currently receive for a maximum of one year between ages 65 and 66.  This means that there 
will be a standard State Pension age of 66 years for everyone from 1 January 2014.  The 2011 
Act also provided for further changes in State pension age to come into force in 2021 and 2028 
when the State pension age will be raised to 67 years and 68 years respectively.  With regard to 
retirement ages in employment, there is no statutory retirement age for employees in the private 
sector in Ireland.  A contract of employment will generally contain a retirement age but this is 
a matter of contract between the relevant parties.  The Court of Justice of the European Union 
(CJEU) has made rulings in a series of age-discrimination cases concerning Directive 2000/78/
EC, which prohibit discrimination in employment and occupation on various grounds, includ-
ing age.  The CJEU has clarified that mandatory retirement ages may be set down if, within 
the context of national law, they are objectively and reasonably justified by a legitimate social 
policy aim.  Directive 2000/78/EC is principally given effect in national law by the Employ-
ment Equality Acts 1998 to 2011, which come within the remit of my colleague, the Minister 
for Justice, Deputy Alan Shatter.

With regard to the extension of contracts, the Employment Equality Acts currently permit 
an employer to offer a fixed-term contract to a person over the compulsory (contractual) retire-
ment age for that employment.  As matters currently stand for those employees who are obliged 
by their contract of employment to retire at 65 years but will not receive the State pension until 
66 years, the Department of Social Protection have indicated that, in terms of financial sup-
ports, social welfare benefits will continue to be available to the age of 66 for those who are 
contractually obliged to leave employment.  Also, existing legislation provides that jobseekers 
whose benefit expires in their 65th year will continue to be paid benefit up until the age of 66, 
subject to the person having paid 156 or more qualifying contributions and satisfying the gen-
eral scheme conditions.

The Department of Social Protection, which has lead responsibility for the State pension 
and pension age policy, is chairing an inter-Departmental Group on Working and Retirement is-
sues, on which my Department is represented.  That Department organised and chaired a Work-
ing and Retirement Forum in Croke Park last December, at which a range of stakeholder groups 
discussed, amongst other matters, issues related to the alignment of mandatory retirement age 
practices with the new State pension age.  The Group is currently considering the issues high-
lighted at the Croke Park Forum and is preparing preliminary proposals in this regard.

14/05/2013WRM01050Competition Authority Funding

14/05/2013WRM01100309. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will lay the latest annual financial statements of the Competition Authority before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas. [22377/13]

14/05/2013WRM01200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In accordance 
with section 41 subsection (6) of the Competition Act 2002, I will arrange for a copy of the 
Competition Authority’s annual accounts, along with the report of the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General on those accounts, to be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas when both are 
finalised and available to me.

14/05/2013WRM01250Youth Enterprise Initiatives

14/05/2013WRM01300310. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
way the closing of Shannon Development will affect the young persons enterprise programme; 
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if alternative sources of funding will be made available to ensure the continuation of this pro-
gramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22429/13]

14/05/2013WRM01400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In accordance 
with the Government decision of November 2012, Shannon Development is being merged 
with Shannon Airport to form a new entity with a commercial mandate in public ownership.  
Kerry Technology Park, Tralee, Co Kerry is currently owned and managed by Shannon Devel-
opment, in collaboration with Tralee Institute of Technology.  The Young Entrepreneur Pro-
gramme (YEP), which is provided by Shannon Development in conjunction with a number of 
other public and private sector organisations and individuals, benefits the Park and the wider 
community.  Discussions are on-going between my Department, Shannon Development and 
other departments and agencies about the future plans for Kerry Technology Park, including the 
YEP run from the Park. Consideration is being given to providing the YEP on-line to facilitate 
schools who still wish to use the programme materials and to combine this on line facility with 
a mentoring workshop, where leading entrepreneurs will provide advice and mentoring to an 
audience of both students and start-up entrepreneurs.

14/05/2013WRM01450Trade Agreements

14/05/2013WRM01500311. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will outline Ireland’s economic and trade co-operation with China; if he will provide a break-
down in the annual trading figures for the past five years between the two countries; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22517/13]

14/05/2013WRM01600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment attaches great importance to developing our trade and bilateral links with China. Ireland’s 
exports to China have expanded very significantly in recent years to the extent that Ireland now 
has a healthy trade surplus of over €1.7 billion with China, a dramatic turnaround from the posi-
tion in 2007 when we had a trade deficit of over €2 billion with that country.  Ireland’s total ex-
ports to China have increased by over 40% since 2007 and our services exports have increased 
by 73% in that time.  The Chinese market has been a strong performer in the Government’s 
strategy to expand and diversify our exports.  In 2011, the latest year for which full figures for 
both goods and services trade are available, Irish total exports to China were more than €4.77 
billion with a significant level, over half, being Services exports.  Ireland’s services exports to 
China have grown steadily over recent years and in 2011 reached their highest level to date of 
€2.4 billion.  Details of Goods and Services trade with China are given in table below.

A number of Minister-led Trade Missions to China have taken place, both this year and last.  
I will also be leading a further trade and investment mission to China later this year.  Ministers 
Cannon, Coveney and Quinn have travelled to China and last year also saw a Taoiseach-led 
Mission to China, in which I participated.  The Taoiseach led mission to China was preceded 
by the visit to Ireland by the new Chinese President, Xi Jinping.  This visit further enhanced 
ties between the two countries.  As a result of Xi Jinping’s visit to Ireland and subsequent Trade 
Missions, there have been several Memoranda of Understanding agreed between our two coun-
tries in areas such as Science, Innovation, Trade in International Services and Investment. 

The Trade, Tourism and Investment Strategy is developing initiatives to open new markets 
and increase the penetration of Irish business in existing markets.  China has been identified as a 
key high-growth and high-potential market for Ireland, and the local market team which reports 
to the Export Trade Council is implementing a market plan for China.  This will continue to 
build on the excellent bilateral relations that exist between our two countries, to further enhance 
our trade, investment, education and tourism links with China.
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In recognition of the importance of our partnership with China, Ireland has, in addition to 
the Embassy in Beijing, a Consulate General in Shanghai which is a key commercial centre.  
Enterprise Ireland is co-located with both the Embassy and the Consulate General.  China is 
one of a number of countries with which Ireland has a Joint Economic Commission.  The last 
meeting of the JEC took place in Dublin in October 2012.  JEC’s provide an opportunity for in-
tensive bilateral discussions on a range of issues that have the potential to deepen our economic 
and trade engagement.

Trade Table

Merchandise 
€ m

Services 
€ m

Total € m

Total China 
(including HK 
and Macau)

Exports Imports Exports Imports Exports Imports Total Trade 
(Imports 
& Exports) 
€ m

2007 1,989 5,169 1,414 272 3,403 5,441 8,845
2008 2,325 4,275 1,625 682 3,950 4,957 8,907
2009 2,330 2,879 1,648 317 3,978 3,196 7,174
2010 2,407 2,756 1,943 411 4,350 3,167 7,517
2011 2,330 2,714 2,444 325 4,774 3,039 7,813
2012 2,167 2,865 * *

*Country specific Services trade data for 2012 will be available in Q3 2013.

14/05/2013WRM01625Industrial Development

14/05/2013WRM01700312. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of visits his Department and the employment agencies have arranged to the vacant state 
of the art former Cordis Plant at Cahel, County Tipperary; the possibilities of finding an indus-
try for the plant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22639/13]

14/05/2013WRM01800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In the time 
available it has not been possible to provide the information requested.  I will forward this in-
formation to the Deputy as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRM01850Employment Rights Issues

14/05/2013WRM01900313. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in relation 
to the findings made in favour of employees or former employees against employers by the 
Employment Appeals Tribunal since 2010 resulting in the the award of sums to employees, the 
number of instances in which employers have not adhered to those findings resulting in refer-
rals to the National Employment Rights Authority for enforcement of payment; and the rate of 
success for NERA in dealing with such referrals. [22693/13]

14/05/2013WRM02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The number 
of awards made by the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) that have been referred to the 
National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) for enforcement since 2010 is outlined in the 
table below.  The number of cases closed for each year represents the total number of those 
where resolution/payment has been secured and those where it was not.  The success rate by 
NERA in relation to the enforcement of awards is dependent on a number of different factors 
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such as the employer’s ability to pay, whether or not the employer is solvent or still trading and 
the costs associated with pursuing the enforcement of individual awards through the courts.

  Enforcement of Determinations made by the Employment Appeals Tribunal

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 (to 10/05/2013)
Number of cases 
closed

32 30 49 24

No. of cases where 
payment was made 
and resolved

11 11 21 8

Success Rate 34% 37% 43% 33%

14/05/2013WRM02050Job Creation Issues

14/05/2013WRM02100314. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
plans, if any, he has for job creation in the Longford/ Westmeath area; if he has plans to set up 
an inter-agency for the midlands and put a focus on the midlands to assist in job creation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22701/13]

14/05/2013WRM02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The 2013 Ac-
tion Plan published by the Government in February, sets out a series of measures to support 
job creation and retention during 2013.  The enterprise development agencies under the aegis 
of my Department are at the forefront of implementing the Action Plan for Jobs across all our 
regions, including the Longford/Westmeath area.  Against this policy background, and as previ-
ously outlined to the Deputy in my reply to Question No. 292 on Tuesday 18 December 2012, I 
consider that it is not practicable or effective to establish jobs task forces, except in exceptional 
circumstances, having regard to the State’s current limited resources.  In 2012, 1,557 people 
were employed on a full time basis in Enterprise Ireland (EI) client companies in Co. Longford 
(an increase of 46 from 2011) and 2,352 people were employed on a full time basis in EI client 
companies in Co. Westmeath (an increase of 171 from 2011).  In 2012, €1.33 million was paid 
by EI to companies in Co. Longford and €1.01 million was paid to companies in Westmeath for 
job creation and retention and business development purposes.  To date in 2013, EI has held/
launched: An Export Awareness Event in Athlone through its new Potential Exporters Division 
and a Call for Proposals under the Midlands Competitive Feasibility Fund.  Nine applicants – 
including one from Longford and four from Westmeath - were successful in winning funding 
and are currently progressing with their start-ups.  This new Fund provides funding of up to 
€25,000 per project.  The 2013 New Frontiers Programme is currently underway.  14 start-up 
companies participated in the 2012 Programme receiving targeted financial support of €15,000 
per start-up.

For IDA Ireland, the key sectors of focus for the midlands Region are Life Sciences, In-
formation and Communications Technologies and High Value Services Activities.  The Re-
gion currently facilitates the presence of a large number of multinational companies who have 
invested over the years, span multiple sectors and employ significant amounts of people.  In 
addition to attracting new Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), IDA also works closely with its 
existing client companies with a view to getting them to upgrade and consolidate their existing 
businesses.  Longford and Westmeath County Enterprise Boards (CEBs) can, subject to certain 
eligibility criteria, also support individuals, firms and community groups employing less than 
ten people, provided that the proposed projects have the capacity to achieve commercial viabil-
ity.  In 2012, Longford CEB paid out over €250,000 in grant assistance to 31 projects and 585 
people participated in Longford CEB assisted training courses, while Westmeath CEB paid out 
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over €460,000 in grant assistance to 36 projects and 718 people participated in Westmeath CEB 
assisted training courses.

An important action, in the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 is the creation of a First-Stop-Shop 
at local level for the support of small and micro business will bring local enterprise support 
into an integrated national network of Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) delivering enterprise 
policy to the highest standards, offering seamless progression for small business with poten-
tial to the existing national programmes run by EI, such as the dlands Competitive Feasibility 
Fund.  Pending the introduction of the LEOs, Longford and Westmeath CEBs will continue to 
support Enterprise Development in their areas and will ensure that available funds are targeted 
to maximise entrepreneurial development at county level.  As the Deputy will also be aware, 
my Department recently introduced two targeted National Schemes to support an additional 
flow of credit to SMEs; namely the croenterprise Loan Fund and the Credit Guarantee Scheme.  
These schemes will support business investment, job maintenance and job creation around the 
country. Work on facilitating access to finance for all viable businesses remains a priority under 
Action Plan for Jobs 2013.

14/05/2013WRM02250Copyright Legislation Review

14/05/2013WRM02300315. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he has received a final report from the Copyright Review Committee established by him in 
2011; when he intends to make the report public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22723/13]

14/05/2013WRM02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I refer further 
to the reply that I gave to the Deputy in February of this year, at which time I indicated that it 
was anticipated that the Report of the Review Committee would be completed by the end of 
March 2013.  At this time the Committee has evaluated the in excess of 180 submissions re-
ceived and work on completing the Report is at an advanced stage.  I now understand that the 
most likely date for completion of the Report will be June 2013.

14/05/2013WRM02450Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRM02500316. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the 
aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 
to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22792/13]

14/05/2013WRM02600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
table identifies the persons in whole-time equivalent terms employed in my Department broken 
down by the salary bands supplied.  The numbers include departmental staff in the following 
Offices of the Department: the Companies Registration Office; the Registry of Friendly Societ-
ies; the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement; the Labour Court; the Labour Rela-
tions Commission; the National Employment Rights Authority; and the Employment Appeals 
Tribunal.
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Salary Band € No. of whole-time equivalent staff
Under 20k 22.7
20.01 - 30k 149.44
30.01 - 40k 204.01
40.01 - 50k 185.2
50.01 - 60k 106.53
60.01 - 70k 13.8
70.01 - 80k 49.6
80.01 - 90k 29.8
90.01 - 100k 15.5
100.01 - 125k 19
125.01 - 150k 7
150.01 - 175k 3
175.01 - 200k 2
Over 200k 0
Information regarding the employees of the Agencies is a day to day matter for the Agencies 

and I have asked that the relevant information be provided to the Deputy directly.

14/05/2013WRM02650Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRM02700317. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political/Ministerial appointee for the 
period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such 
payments were made to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same 
period. [22878/13]

14/05/2013WRM02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following 
tables set out the overtime claimed and paid to persons appointed by each Minister and Minister 
of State by this Department from 1 January 2007 to date.  It should be noted that overtime is 
not payable in respect of the posts of advisors or civilian drivers.  Overtime is not payable to 
Secretaries General.

Appointees of Ministers 2007 to date in Overtime posts: Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment, Deputy Michael Martin, Jan 2007 – May 2008

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

Overtime Claimed

2007-2008 Personal Assistant 2 0
- Personal Secretary 1 10,230.96
- TOTAL 3 10,230.96
Tanaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Deputy Mary Cough-

lan, May 2008 – March 2010

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2008-2010 Secretarial Assistant 2 13,737.66
- TOTAL 2 13,737.66
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Innovation, Deputy Batt O’Keeffe, March 2010 – 
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January 2011

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2010-2009 Personal Assistant 1 0
- Personal Secretary 1 0
- TOTAL 2 0
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation, Deputy Richard Bruton, March 2011 to-

date

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2011 to-date Personal Assistant 1 1,517.19
- Personal Secretary 1 670.25
- TOTAL 2 2,187.44
Appointees of Ministers of State 2007 to date in Overtime posts:

Minister for Labour Affairs, Deputy Tony Killeen, Jan 2007 – June 2007

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

Overtime Claimed

2007 Personal Assistant 1 0
- Personal Secretary 1 0
- TOTAL 2 0
Minister for Trade & Commerce, Deputy Michael Ahern, Jan 2007 – June 2007

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

Overtime Claimed

2007 Personal Assistant 1 0
- Personal Secretary 1 0
- TOTAL 2 0
Minister for Innovation Policy, Deputy Michael Ahern, June 2007 – May 2008

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

Overtime Claimed

2007-2008 Personal Assistant 1 0
- Personal Secretary 1 0
- TOTAL 2 0
Minister for Trade & Commerce, Deputy John McGuinness, June 2007 – April 2009

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2007-2009 Personal Assistant 1 29,679.14
- Personal Secretary 1 48,273.66
- Secretarial Assistant 2 9,863.81
- TOTAL 4 87,816.61
Minister for Labour Affairs, Deputy Billy Kelleher, June 2007 – April 2009
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Period Post Number of posts  Overtime Claimed 
2007-2009 Personal Assistant 1 18,797.51
- Personal Secretary 1 9,701.54
- TOTAL 2 28,499.05
Minister for Trade and Commerce, Deputy Billy Kelleher, April 2009 – March 2011

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2009-2011 Personal Assistant 1 28,337.03
- Personal Secretary 1 0
- TOTAL 2 28,337.03
Minister for Science, Technology and Innovation, Deputy Jimmy Devins, May 2008 – 

April 2009

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2008-2009 Personal Assistant 1 10,924.31
- Personal Secretary 1 6,600.10
- TOTAL 2 17,524.41
Minister for Labour Affairs, Deputy Dara Calleary, April 2009 – March 2011

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2009-2011 Personal Assistant 1 10,047.59
- Personal Secretary 1 10,213.06
- TOTAL 2 20,260.65
Minister for Science, Technology and Innovation, Deputy Conor Lenihan, April 2009 

– March 2011

Period Post Number of Overtime 
posts

 Overtime Claimed 

2009-2011 Personal Assistant 1 14,586.43
- Personal Secretary 1 0
- TOTAL 2 14,586.43
Minister for Research & Innovation, Deputy Sean Sherlock, March 2011 to-date

Period Post Number of posts  Overtime Claimed 
2011 to-date Personal Assistant 1 16,714.55
- Personal Secretary 1 16,997.93
- TOTAL 2 33,712.48
Minister for Small Business, Deputy John Perry, March 2011 to-date

Period Post Number of posts  Overtime Claimed 
2011 to-date Personal Assistant 1 16,061.73
- Personal Secretary 1 12,886.82
- TOTAL 2 28,948.55
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14/05/2013WRM02850Microenterprise Loan Fund Applications

14/05/2013WRM02900318. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the up-
take of the micro finance scheme which was set up to assist small to medium size businesses to 
expand and develop their trade and workforce; the number of firms that have applied to date; 
the number of applications that have been successful; if there is any evaluation of the number 
of jobs that have been created by the successful applicants to date; if the micro finance scheme 
is being proactively promoted; the plan for awareness and simplifying access to the scheme 
and incentivising new and existing small businesses with revised better terms to generate more 
interest and a better take up by many small firms who are unsuccessful in obtaining necessary 
finances from the banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23038/13]

14/05/2013WRM03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A full progress 
report on the operation of the scheme from 1 October 2012 to 31 March 2013 can be found on 
my Department’s website (www.enterprise.gov.ie) and the Microfinance Ireland (MFI) website 
(www.microfinanceireland.ie).  This report indicates that as at 31 March 2013 there were, 149 
applications in total, of which 44 loans were approved with 116 jobs supported.  58 loans were 
declined, 2 were in appeal, 13 were withdrawn and 32 were still work in progress.  Promotion 
and awareness raising are a matter for the company established to administer the scheme, Mi-
crofinance Ireland Limited.  Under the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 Microfinance Ireland were 
required to draft a Publicity Strategy by end quarter 1 2013 and this has been achieved.  Micro-
finance Ireland have undertaken a number of publicity and awareness raising activities since it 
began lending, including radio advertisements and attending local business network meetings.  
National radio advertisements run by Micro Finance Ireland have been prominent in recent 
weeks.  In addition, the Minister for Small Business and I promote the scheme at every avail-
able opportunity, locally, regionally and nationally.  I can assure the Deputy that I am keeping 
all aspects of the Scheme under on-going assessment and that I am obliged under section 22 of 
the Microenterprise Loan Fund Act 2012 to commence a review of the operation of the Act not 
later than two years after the date of the passing of the Act.

14/05/2013WRM03050Enterprise Support Schemes

14/05/2013WRM03100319. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the steps 
he plans to take in 2013 to deliver a national step change initiative for Irish manufacturing with 
particular reference to assisting in the growth or establishment of indigenous sub-supply com-
panies in sectors such as the medical devices industry. [23060/13]

14/05/2013WRM03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Delivering a 
National Step Change Initiative for the Manufacturing sector is a key recommendation in the 
Government’s new Manufacturing Strategy, developed by Forfás, and which I helped to launch 
recently.  The proposed National Step Change Initiative is intended to position Ireland’s Manu-
facturing Sector for growth and will involve actions at both the level of the firm and also in 
terms of enhancing the wider business environment.  Specifically,  it is envisaged that work will 
be undertaken on enhancing productivity; strengthening the international reach of companies; 
strengthening innovative capabilities and developing connections (including enhancing sub-
supply opportunities); and strengthening cross-sectoral collaboration.  A wide range of actions 
to drive this Step Change are recommended in the Strategy and these involve initiatives by the 
Development Agencies and other bodies.  Key Actions have been incorporated into the Govern-
ment’s Action Plan for Jobs 2013, with specific timelines for delivery.  My Department will be 
to the fore in driving the actions and we will be assisted by the Manufacturing Development 
Forum, which provided valuable advice and insights into the development of the Strategy and 
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which will continue to assist the process.  In relation to the medical devices industry, which 
has a thriving indigenous base, in addition to the multinational companies located here, I am 
very conscious that sub-supply opportunities in that sector represent a significant benefit to be 
pursued.  I would also like to record, that in addition to developing the Manufacturing Strategy, 
the Government have also initiated research on the specific skills needs of the Manufacturing 
Sector up to 2020, and this work was completed recently by the Expert Group on Future Skills 
Needs and Forfás.  That report identifies what needs to be done regarding training and skills 
development for the sector.  A wide range of recommendations are made and work is already 
underway to address some of the recommendations in that report.  I am confident that all these 
ambitious actions will be pursued by the relevant parties and we will succeed in reinvigorating 
the Manufacturing Sector in Ireland and enhance its job creation potential in the years ahead.  

14/05/2013WRM03250Community Work Initiatives

14/05/2013WRM03300320. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
confirm that 350 Tús supervisors are affected by the removal of an additional job assist tax 
credit which in the past has been offset against Tús wages, and that this would cost its supervi-
sors up to €1000 a year. [22432/13]

14/05/2013WRM03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Sections 472A and 88A of the Tax-
es Consolidation Act 1997 provide tax incentives for both employers and employees, to help the 
long-term unemployed to return to employment.  The relief under Section 472A, known as the 
Revenue Job Assist scheme, allows qualifying employees, in addition to their normal tax cred-
its, to claim certain income deductions, including additional deductions for qualifying children, 
for the three year period after taking up employment.  Section 88A provides an associated tax 
incentive for employers.  Employers may claim a double deduction in computing the profits of 
the trade or profession in respect of the first three years wages paid to qualifying employees.  
This double deduction may also be claimed in respect of the employers PRSI contribution on 
such wages.  In order to qualify for the scheme, an individual must be unemployed for at least 
12 continuous months prior to the date of commencement of the employment.  They must also 
be in receipt of certain payments from the Department of Social Protection or signing for PRSI 
credits.  Time spent on certain FÁS courses and employment schemes, as well as time spent in 
prison can count towards the ‘unemployed for 12 months’ condition.  Employment under an 
employment scheme or similar which is directly supported by way of a grant from public funds 
is precluded from being supported by Revenue Job Assist on the basis that it is already grant-
aided from public sources.

14/05/2013WRM03450Post Office Network

14/05/2013WRM03500321. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection with regard to 
the 400 post offices around the country which are fearing for their futures because of the pos-
sible changes to the way pensions and unemployment assistance is paid, if her Department will 
take into account the important role that our post offices play in our communities and the fact 
that they should be retained; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22528/13]

14/05/2013WRM03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion envisages a payments environment that will ultimately deliver all payments to customers 
electronically.  This is in line with wider Government policies and objectives such as better 
public services, better and more effective ePayments and is aligned to the objectives of the 
National Payments Plan published by the Central Bank recently.  The progression to electronic 



Questions - Written Answers

130

payments is a critical element of the National Payments Plan which aims to reduce the very 
high levels of cash usage in the Irish economy, thereby contributing to improved national com-
petitiveness.  All welfare customers paid through the post office network are paid in cash.  This 
is an inherently expensive means of paying customers.  This approach is inefficient, costly and 
imposes security risks on customers and staff alike who handle, distribute and receive these 
monies.  The Government needs to move to more modern approaches for distributing these 
vast sums of money to customers weekly.  The current contract with An Post expires at the end 
of 2013.  In this context, the Department is undertaking two public procurement competitions 
for the delivery of welfare payments and will provide for progression over time from cash to 
electronic payment methods.  The first procurement for over the counter cash services for social 
welfare customers commenced in December 2012 and is now well advanced.  This will replace 
the existing service contract with An Post and will ensure continuity in the delivery of cash 
payments to the Department’s almost 1 million cash payment customers.  I anticipate a contract 
for these services will be signed by the summer and will provide similar services to customers 
to those they currently enjoy.  In addition, and to further support the migration towards elec-
tronic payments, the Department will be procuring an ePayment solution(s) to complement the 
existing facility to make payments directly into customers’ accounts in financial institutions. It 
is anticipated that notification regarding this procurement will issue by end June 2013.  Public 
sector contracts for the supply of products and services are generally subject to a competitive 
tendering process.  This ensures that the taxpayer receives value for money and ensures that 
all potential suppliers are given the opportunity to put forward the most efficient, effective and 
competitive solutions for consideration and evaluation.  The award of public sector contracts 
with a significant financial value is subject to various EU Directives.  Because of the financial 
value of this particular service, the Department was required to publicly invite tenders for the 
new contract to deliver social welfare payments when the current contract with An Post expires 
at the end of this year.

I am conscious of the important role of the post offices around the country, notably the ex-
tent to which it is now a one-stop shop where people can pay bills, purchase mobile phone top 
ups, use the passport application facility, pay local property tax and carry out a range of bank-
ing and other financial services.  The Government has stated its commitment to maintaining the 
post office network in the Programme for Government.

14/05/2013WRM03650Employment Rights Issues

14/05/2013WRM03700322. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the success-
ful European Court case taken by former Waterford Crystal workers in respect of their pension 
rights, if she will ensure pension payments to these workers at the same level as their British 
counterparts 90%; if she will ensure that future pension payments are protected for workers in 
similar circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22636/13]

14/05/2013WRM03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The ruling by the European Court 
of Justice was in response to a reference by the High Court seeking clarification of the inter-
pretation of European law emanating from EU Directive 2008/94EC on the protection of em-
ployees in the event of the insolvency of their employer. Following the ECJ ruling, the matter 
will now revert to the High Court for consideration. Given this matter remains before the courts 
it would not be appropriate that I comment further on any aspects of or possible issues arising 
from the case at this time.  Careful and detailed consideration will of course be given to the 
ruling of the European Court of Justice and of the outcomes of the case before the High Court.



14 May 2013

131

14/05/2013WRM03850Respite Care Grant Administration

14/05/2013WRM03900323. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the major collective effect of the cuts to respite care allowance and the disability 
allowance for children and adults with a disability; and if she will reverse these cuts. [22823/13]

14/05/2013WRM04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I should point out that disability 
allowance is one of the core weekly social welfare payments which the Government is commit-
ted to protecting, and therefore, the weekly rate has not been reduced.  However, in the course 
of Budget 2013, the Government had to make some very difficult decisions and in order to 
protect those core weekly social welfare payments, we had to look very carefully at other ad-
ditional  payments such as the respite care grant.  As a result, the grant was reduced by €325 to 
€1,375 per annum.  I am very much aware that this reduction had implications for carers and 
their families.

Questions Nos. 324 and 325 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRM04175Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

14/05/2013WRM04200326. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons, broken down by administrative division and by age group, currently in receipt of job-
seeker’s allowance that have not, to date, made any PRSI contribution; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [22199/13]

14/05/2013WRM04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is not routinely collated by my Department.  I am, however, informed that at the end of 
April 2013 there were 43,375 persons currently in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance that have 
not, to date, made any PRSI contribution.  A tabular statement breaking this number down by 
age and administrative area is set out below.

  Jobseeker’s Assistance recipients at 27 April 2013 who have never, made any contri-
bution to the PRSI system.

Admin-
istrative 
District

Under 
20

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Grand 
Total

Cork 
Central

367 905 374 282 193 99 128 2,348

Dublin 
Central

518 1,154 631 588 288 86 118 3,383

Dublin 
North

849 1,314 470 402 178 50 79 3,342

Dublin 
South

872 1,420 562 447 225 61 65 3,652

Mid 
Leinster

591 1,174 396 236 176 78 114 2,765

Mid 
West

532 1,204 470 322 257 144 218 3,147
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Admin-
istrative 
District

Under 
20

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Grand 
Total

Mid-
lands 
North

676 1,613 615 336 346 151 241 3,978

Mid-
lands 
South

715 1,370 503 288 292 139 190 3,497

North 
East

660 1,417 526 334 285 132 214 3,568

North 
West

517 1,264 596 498 518 286 395 4,074

South 
East

607 1,313 528 410 315 137 201 3,511

South 
West

315 809 317 313 370 185 322 2,631

West 373 1,087 529 416 432 250 392 3,479
Totals 7,592 16,044 6,517 4,872 3,875 1,798 2,677 43,375

14/05/2013WRN00150Social Welfare Appeals Delays

14/05/2013WRN00200327. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal will be 
heard in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22204/13]

14/05/2013WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
19th   April 2013 who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

14/05/2013WRN00350Rural Social Scheme Statistics

14/05/2013WRN00400328. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are pro-
posals to increase the number of places on the rural social schem on a national basis, and if so 
the degree to which we can hope to see the schemes increased; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [22206/13]

14/05/2013WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rural social 
scheme is to provide income support for farmers and those engaged in fishing who have an enti-
tlement to specified social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 19½ hours per week 
to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities.  The scheme currently provides 
work opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff.  The funds allocated 
for 2013 amount to €45m, which should enable the scheme to continue as in previous years but 
does not allow for the recruitment of additional participants above the numbers stated above. 
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The Department of Social Protection has recently published a review of employment sup-
port schemes which, together with the outcome of the focused policy assessment of the RSS 
which the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has indicated it intends to publish this 
year, will inform future policy developments of the scheme.

I have no plans to increase the number of places available on this scheme.

14/05/2013WRN00550Respite Care Grant Applications

14/05/2013WRN00600329. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if a respite care 
grant will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [22247/13]

14/05/2013WRN00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 14th   May 2013.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

14/05/2013WRN00750Carer’s Allowance Appeals

14/05/2013WRN00800330. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delay in the social welfare services office forwarding documentation sought by the appeals 
office regarding a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Longford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22255/13]

14/05/2013WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person in question is currently 
receiving carer’s allowance for one child.

I confirm that the department received two further applications for carer’s allowance from 
the person concerned on the 19th January 2012. The person concerned was refused carers al-
lowance on the grounds that the care recipients are not so disabled as to require full time care 
and attention and she was not providing full time care and attention as required. She was noti-
fied of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review or appeal. The person in ques-
tion requested a review of this decision and submitted additional medical evidence in support 
of the application. This review is on-going at present.

This medical evidence was reviewed on the 9th  of May 2013. However the application is 
currently with a social welfare investigative officer for assessment of the level of care being 
provided. Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted the report the deciding 
officer will complete the review and make a revised decision. The application will be processed 
quickly  and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

14/05/2013WRN00950Homeless Persons Supports

14/05/2013WRN01000331. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has consid-
ered the moving n proposal from Focus Ireland to address unnecessary youth homelessness; if 
her Department will lead a network of relevant agencies to construct an activation package of 
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education, training and support for young people in emergency accommodation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [22260/13]

14/05/2013WRN01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The €100 rate of jobseeker’s al-
lowance was introduced for claimants aged under 20 in April 2009, and this rate was applied to 
claimants aged up to 21 from December 2009. A rate of €144 applies to claimants aged 22-24.  

The measures encourage young jobseekers to improve their skills and remain active in the 
labour market in order to avoid the risk of becoming long-term unemployed and will help them 
to progress into sustainable employment on a long-term basis. Where a person is in receipt of a 
rate of jobseeker’s allowance described above and he or she participates in a course of educa-
tion or training a higher rate of €160 applies.  Where they participate on a Community Employ-
ment, Rural Social Scheme or the Tús scheme a rate of €208 applies. 

My officials are in on going contact with Focus Ireland in relation to their concerns and 
proposals in this area.

More generally, the Deputy may wish to note that the Department’s role with regard to per-
sons who are homeless is mainly income maintenance. Under the social welfare system, home-
less people have entitlements to the full range of social welfare schemes, including supplemen-
tary welfare allowance and associated supplements, subject to the normal qualifying conditions.

Question No. 332 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRN01250Disability Allowance Applications Waiting Times

14/05/2013WRN01300333. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will intervene 
in the prolonged processing time of a disability allowance application in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22291/13]

14/05/2013WRN01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that an application for 
disability allowance has been received from the person concerned.  The application was re-
ferred to a social welfare investigator for a means investigation. I understand the investigator 
will be in contact with the person shortly to clarify some aspects of his means.

 A decision on the person’s entitlement to disability allowance will be made on receipt of 
the social welfare investigator’s report and the person will be notified directly of the outcome.

Entitlement to disability allowance is based on satisfying medical, means and residency 
conditions. In determining entitlement to the allowance there are, in certain cases, unavoidable 
time lags involved in making the necessary investigations and enquiries to enable accurate 
decisions to be made. Certain claims have to be sent to social welfare investigators for means 
investigations and this can add to the overall processing times. These claims are often complex 
and can take time to investigate.

Question No. 334 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRN01550Invalidity Pension Appeals

14/05/2013WRN01600335. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on an in-
validity pension appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [22296/13]
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14/05/2013WRN01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 11th 
October 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11th   April 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

14/05/2013WRN01750Carer’s Allowance Applications

14/05/2013WRN01800336. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their application for a carer’s al-
lowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22309/13]

14/05/2013WRN01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 20th February 
2013 in relation to two care recipients. The application is currently with a social welfare inves-
tigative officer for assessment of means and confirmation that all the conditions for receipt of 
carer’s allowance are satisfied. Once the investigative officer has completed and submitted the 
report a deciding officer will make a full decision. The application will be processed as quickly 
as possible and when a decision is made the person concerned will be notified directly of the 
outcome.

Question No. 337 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRN02050Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

14/05/2013WRN02100338. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
domiciliary care appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [22318/13]

14/05/2013WRN02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 4th October 2011.  This 
application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 5th December 2011 refus-
ing the allowance.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision 
and she was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 7th February 2013 that the 
appeal had not been allowed.

The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete.  If the person concerned 
has additional information which was not available to the deciding and appeals officers when 
they made their decisions, it is open to her to re-apply for the allowance.

14/05/2013WRN02250Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

14/05/2013WRN02300339. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the qualifying 
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conditions that a person must meet in order to be eligible to apply for participation in a com-
munity employment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22339/13]

14/05/2013WRN02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The criteria for participating on 
the Community Employment Programme are based on age and length of time in receipt of vari-
ous qualifying social welfare payments. The qualifying social welfare payments include: 

-    Jobseekers Benefit; 

-    Jobseekers Allowance; 

-   One Parent Family Payment; 

-   Widows/Widowers Contributory Pension; 

-   Widows/Widowers Non-Contributory Pension; 

-   Deserted Wife’s Benefit; and 

-   Farm Assist. 

The Community Employment Programme has two options: 

-   Part-Time Integration Option (PTI);

-   Part-Time Job Option (PTJ).
  -   Part-Time Job Option (PTJ).

In general, the Part-time Integration Option is for people of 25 years or over who are receiv-
ing social welfare payments for 1 year or more, and people of 18 years or over in receipt of 
disability-related payments. The Part-time Job Option is for people   who are 35 years or over 
and in receipt of social welfare payments for 3 years or longer. Specific groups such as travel-
lers and refugees aged 18 or over are eligible for both options. In addition, certain eligibility 
requirements are waivered for participants referred for drugs rehabilitation training.  

If an individual qualifies under the criteria but does not wish to take up the option, there are 
certain conditions under which the individual can do a spousal swap. 

Eligibility to participate on the Community Employment Programme is linked to those in 
receipt of an Irish social welfare payment. Those persons not meeting the criteria under the 
Part-time Integration or Part-time Job Options, or who are signing for credits, or are receiving 
social welfare benefits from a different country, are not eligible to participate on Community 
Employment.

In addition to the above criteria it is important to note that   time spent on Tús, Rural So-
cial Scheme, Springboard, JobBridge or Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) will not count 
towards the qualifying period for eligibility to CE. The only exceptions to this rule are if the 
BTEA was being received for second-level education purposes.  Tús participants who have 
completed 52 weeks on that programme can progress onto CE for a maximum of one year 
where it is considered appropriate within the context of an agreed progression plan mediated by 
Intreo/DSP Employment Services. 

Question No. 340 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRN02550School Meals Programme
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14/05/2013WRN02600341. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will fur-
nish a list of the new schools that were placed on the programme for school meals and the 
schools that received additional funding from the recent announcement; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [22393/13]

14/05/2013WRN02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The school meals programme pro-
vides funding towards the provision of food services for disadvantaged children through two 
schemes.  The first is the statutory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities 
and part-financed by the Department.  The second is the school meals local projects schemes 
through which funding is provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary 
community groups who run their own school meals projects.  The Government has allocated 
an additional €2 million for the school meals programme in 2013, providing a total allocation 
of €37 million.

Priority for funding is given to schools which are part of the Department of Education & 
Skills’ initiative for disadvantaged schools, ‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’ 
(DEIS).  The Department has written to approximately 170 DEIS schools requesting expres-
sions of interest in participating in the scheme for the coming school year. To date, some 75 
schools have expressed an interest in participating in the scheme. The Department is currently 
assessing these applications in determining the most appropriate method of distributing the ad-
ditional funding for the 2013/14 school year.

The Department also contacted a further 11 schools/groups who had already made an ap-
plication to join the scheme. These schools were invited to participate in the scheme for the 
remainder of the current school year. One group, a School Completion Programme in Bray, Co. 
Wicklow, has accepted and will be participating in the scheme during May and June 2013.  This 
programme will provide a food club for children attending St. Fergal’s Senior National School 
in Ballywaltram, Bray, Co. Wicklow. It is expected that the remaining 10 schools will join the 
school meals scheme from September 2013. 

14/05/2013WRN02750National Carers Strategy Consultation

14/05/2013WRN02800342. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection her views regarding a sub-
mission on carer’s (details supplied); her plans to address the issues raised; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [22399/13]

14/05/2013WRN02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The contribution that people pro-
vide in caring for members of their own family is critical for society.  It was for that reason that 
the Government last year adopted the National Carers’ Strategy with a view to giving greater 
public recognition to carers and their work.  

Carers receive significant income supports from my Department so that people can continue 
living at home.  Expenditure on carers has increased significantly in recent years.  In 2013 it 
is estimated to be €776 million compared with an estimated outturn of €771 million in 2012.  
The expenditure on carers in 2012 included: €509 million on carer’s allowance; €24 million 
on carer’s benefit; €135 million on the respite care grant and; €103 million on domiciliary care 
allowance. 

Carers also receive a free travel pass at an annual cost of €6 million and carers who reside 
with the care recipient are eligible for the household benefits package at an annual cost of ap-
proximately €30 million.  The revised rate of the respite care grant of €1,375 will still be more 
than what it was in 2006 when the rate was €1,200.
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The respite care grant is paid to more than 70,000 people each year, with some 5,000 people 
in receipt of more than one grant as they care for more than one person.  Almost 54,000 people 
are in receipt of the carer’s allowance and 27,000 in receipt of the domiciliary care allowance.  
There are also 1,700 in receipt of carer’s benefit.  Some 5,000 carers not in receipt of a carer’s 
payment also receive the grant.  

The supports to carers from my Department are among the highest rates of income support 
in Europe. A person getting certain qualifying payments and also providing full-time care and 
attention to another person can keep their main social welfare payment and receive a half-rate 
carer’s allowance as well. The half-rate carer’s allowance was protected in Budget 2013.  

The respite care grant is available to all full-time carers regardless of their means while the 
income disregard and means test for carers allowance is the most generous in the social welfare 
system. A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint annual income of  up to €35,400 
can qualify for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance while a couple earning €59,300 will still 
qualify for the minimum rate.  Carers are entitled to an extra half-rate carer’s allowance if they 
care for more than one person and a respite care grant for each care recipient.

The other issues raised in the submission are the responsibility of the Minister for Health 
and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.

14/05/2013WRN02950Invalidity Pension Appeals

14/05/2013WRN03000343. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[22447/13]

14/05/2013WRN03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
26th  April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements. 

14/05/2013WRN03150Carer’s Allowance Applications

14/05/2013WRN03200344. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[22448/13]

14/05/2013WRN03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 2nd May 2012. 
The application is currently with a social welfare investigative officer for assessment of means 
and confirmation that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. Once the 
investigative officer has completed and submitted the report a deciding officer will make a full 
decision. The application will be processed as quickly as possible and when a decision is made 
the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
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14/05/2013WRN03350Free Travel Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRN03400345. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a companion pass in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [22459/13]

14/05/2013WRN03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department is committed 
to ensuring that claims are processed as expeditiously as possible. Processing times can vary 
across schemes depending on the differing qualification criteria. The application for a compan-
ion free travel pass for the person named was medically assessed by a Medical Assessor on 9th  
May 2013. The medical opinion has been conveyed to Household Benefits Section, Sligo and 
the claimant will be contacted shortly regarding the decision on the application.

14/05/2013WRN03550Free Travel Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRN03600346. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding an application for a companion bus pass in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; when a decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[22480/13]

14/05/2013WRN03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The application for a Companion 
Free Travel Pass for the person named was medically assessed by a Medical Assessor on 9th   
May 2013. The medical opinion has been conveyed to Household Benefits Section, Sligo and 
the claimant will be contacted shortly regarding the decision on the application.

14/05/2013WRN03750Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRN03800347. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if all taxi drivers are 
refused rent supplement as a matter of departmental policy; if so, the basis for this policy; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [22486/13]

14/05/2013WRN03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of rent supplement is 
to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accommodation, whose 
means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation 
available to them from any other source. The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, 
and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer. 
There are currently approximately 86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government 
has provided over €403 million for 2013.

There is no guidance or legislation from the Department which states that taxi drivers should 
be refused rent supplement as a matter of policy. Each application for rent supplement, whether 
by taxi drivers or any other applicant, is decided in accordance with the legislation governing 
the scheme.

14/05/2013WRN03950Job Initiatives

14/05/2013WRN04000348. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will clarify the 
terms of the JobBridge scheme as they apply to the education sector and specifically if and 
when educational institutions can recommence advertising for future placements starting in 
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September 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22495/13]

14/05/2013WRN04100362. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is satis-
fied that displacement of persons in paid employment in certain companies is not taking place 
because of the companies taking on interns from the JobBridge scheme, in view of concerns 
highlighting that positions advertised on the JobBridge website are identical to paid employ-
ment positions previously advertised by certain companies; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [22799/13]

14/05/2013WRN04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
348 and 362  together.  

In line with previous years, the deadline for applications for 9 month internships in the edu-
cation sector will be 13th September, 2013 and for 6 month internships the deadline will be 6th 
December 2013.  Education sector host organisations may submit applications from 1st August 
to 6 December 2013 for placements for the academic year 2013/14.  These closing dates have 
been chosen to ensure that interns can complete their internship prior to the summer holiday pe-
riod, that is no later than 27th   June, 2014.   These dates will be clearly advertised on the home 
page of the JobBridge website later this month thereby giving several months advance notice to 
potential host organisations in the education sector.

With regard to the issue of displacement, the recent independent evaluation of JobBridge 
launched by myself and the Taoiseach on 1st  May found that any such scheme inevitably has 
some element of displacement but that, based on reported instances, displacement of existing 
paid jobs by JobBridge internships occurs in only a very small number of cases and accounted 
for just 3% of the overall number of placements within the organisations responding to the 
survey.  I am satisfied that the Department’s monitoring and control measures are addressing 
displacement where it is occurring.  More than 2,000 monitoring visits have taken place to-date 
and I am pleased to say that 97% of those visits found the internships to be operating satisfac-
torily.  Remedial action has been taken in cases of non-compliance.

If any individual suspects any potential abuses of the Scheme including displacement there 
is a dedicated support facility on the Contact Us page of the JobBridge website.  All such mat-
ters will be fully investigated.

14/05/2013WRN04250Invalidity Pension Applications

14/05/2013WRN04300349. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [22499/13]

14/05/2013WRN04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the available evidence, has 
allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 350 withdrawn.
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14/05/2013WRO00250Carer’s Allowance Applications

14/05/2013WRO00300351. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [22514/13]

14/05/2013WRO00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 18th May 2012.  
The application was awarded on 10th of May 2013. The first payment will issue to the Post Of-
fice on 16th of May 2013 and arrears of allowance due from 24th of May 2012 to 15th of May 
2013 less any other payments made to the person in question will issue shortly.

14/05/2013WRO00450Personal Public Service Numbers

14/05/2013WRO00500352. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for a PPS number will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [22531/13]

14/05/2013WRO00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Personal Public Service Num-
ber (PPS Number) is the individual’s unique reference number for all dealings with Govern-
ment Departments and public bodies. 

A PPS Number is automatically issued in the case of children born in Ireland. In other 
cases PPS Numbers are issued following a controlled allocation procedure which takes approxi-
mately 20 minutes and involves personal attendance at one of the Department’s PPS Number 
allocation centres, the completion of a written application form, the submission of appropriate 
identity documents and the proving of identity.

In circumstances where a person is not resident in the State, but requires a PPS Number, s/
he, or someone acting on his or her behalf, must apply by post to the Department submitting the 
required documentation.   The Department processes some 17,000 of these applications annu-
ally. The application referred to was received in my Department on the 2nd of May. 

It normally takes between 3-4 weeks to finalise the allocation of such PPS Numbers. The 
vast majority of such requests are for reasons such as probate or property purchase.  However 
some requests are from individuals who are employed outside of the State by an Irish employer 
and require a PPS Number in that context. Where these requests are identified, they are given 
priority by the Department. Apart from these, requests are dealt with in the date order in which 
they are received. 

14/05/2013WRO00650Family Support Services

14/05/2013WRO00700353. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she 
has taken, or intends to take, to address the fact, now confirmed in her Department’s report, that 
households with children, and in particular, lone parent families, have been the worst affected 
by the measures contained in budget 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21768/13]

14/05/2013WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In 2013, my Department will 
spend over €2.8 billion on supports to families and children.  
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The Social Impact Assessment of Budget 2013, which was published this March, examines 
the impact of the main welfare and direct tax measures in Budget 2013.

Social impact assessment is an evidence-based methodology which uses a tax/welfare simu-
lation model developed by the Economic and Social Research Institute to estimate the likely 
distributive effects of budgetary measures on income and social inequalities. 

The main finding of the assessment is that Budget 2013 led to no significant change in the 
at-risk-of-poverty rate, including the at-risk-of-poverty rate for children, and that the strong 
poverty reduction performance of social transfers was maintained. To illustrate this, in 2011, 
social transfers reduced the at-risk-of-poverty rate for children from 51 per cent to 16 per cent; 
this is amongst the best performance of all member states in the EU. 

The assessment finds that households with children lost around 1 per cent of disposable 
income, slightly more than the average loss of 0.8 per cent.  This reflected the reduction in 
child income supports (child benefit and back-to-school clothing and footwear allowance) and 
the impact of the reduction of the earnings threshold for recipients of the One Parent Family 
Payment (OFP) from €130 per week to €110 per week (which was announced in a previous 
Budget).

However, the analysis did not, for technical reasons, take into account the additional €20.75 
million which was provided for services for low income children, including an Area Based Ap-
proach to Child Poverty, school meals and after-school child care.  

In this regard, Budget 2013 contained a measure to provide 6,000 additional after-school 
child care places to people who have been long-term unemployed or were former recipients 
of OFP and who have received a job offer or significantly increased their part-time hours. The 
provision of good quality, affordable child care is one of the most important ways in which we 
help people get back to work.  In the first phase, up to 500 child care places are being made 
available in seven local offices: Tralee, Mullingar, Dundalk, Cork City, Finglas, King’s Inn and 
Limerick City (Dominic Street).  

The Government’s priority in Budget 2013 was to maintain the basic weekly rates of so-
cial welfare income support payments including the personal weekly rate OFP and this was 
achieved.  In addition, there were no changes to the family income supplement, fuel allowance 
and the level of weekly increase payable for qualified children.

Question No. 354 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRO00950Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

14/05/2013WRO01000355. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork. [22695/13]

14/05/2013WRO01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on the 21st September 2012.  This ap-
plication was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 17th October 2012 advis-
ing of the decision.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision 
and supplied additional information on the child’s condition.  As part of the appeal process, the 
application along with the additional information provided was reviewed by a second Medical 
Assessor who found the child to be medically eligible for the allowance. 
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The person concerned was notified of the decision on the 10th May 2013. Payment of the 
allowance, along with arrears due will issue on the 21st May 2013.

14/05/2013WRO01150Disability Allowance Appeals

14/05/2013WRO01200356. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a dis-
ability allowance which has been awarded in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick will be granted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22700/13]

14/05/2013WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following his successful medical 
appeal, weekly means (if any) will now be determined and a final decision on his application 
will be issued shortly to the person concerned.

14/05/2013WRO01350Illness Benefit Appeals

14/05/2013WRO01400357. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) in County Waterford will be allowed to appeal their illness benefit application deci-
sion by way of oral hearing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22707/13]

14/05/2013WRO01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed in the light of new evidence or new facts.  The legislation also pro-
vides that an Appeals Officer may decide a case before him/her on the basis of the documentary 
evidence available.  This course of action was taken in this case as it was considered that an oral 
hearing was not warranted. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

14/05/2013WRO01550Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

14/05/2013WRO01600358. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
examine entitlement to social welfare assistance in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare, who wishes to take up a position with JobBridge but who is only currently 
receiving credits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22725/13]

14/05/2013WRO01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department’s records show 
that the person referred to by the Deputy made a claim for credits on 18th  December, 2012 and 
is still signing.  I am advised that, taking into account the earnings of her spouse, she would not 
satisfy the means test for a Jobseeker payment and accordingly is signing for credits.  However, 
the person meets the eligibility requirements for JobBridge by virtue of the fact that she has 
been signing on for credits for a period of 78 days or 3 months in the last six months.

The Department has contacted the company which has advised that it has selected the per-
son concerned for this internship.  The company further indicated that the person concerned is 
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considering whether to take up this internship as she would only have an entitlement to the €50 
weekly top-up allowance as she is not in receipt of a Jobseeker payment.   The company stated 
that it  informed the person concerned that it would keep this internship open for her until 14th   
May and is currently awaiting confirmation as to whether she wishes to take up this internship.

14/05/2013WRO01750Jobseeker’s Benefit Eligibility

14/05/2013WRO01800359. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason retained 
fire fighters are not allowed to claim jobseeker’s benefit; her plans to change the criteria of 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22778/13]

14/05/2013WRO01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Retained fire-fighters are entitled 
to a jobseeker’s payment in respect of days that they are engaged in fire-fighting or training.  
They are, however, required to satisfy the statutory conditions for the receipt of a jobseeker’s 
payment of being available for and genuinely seeking work.  

Taking account of the unusual circumstances of retained fire personnel, a departmental 
group was established to examine the position of these workers vis-à-vis jobseeker’s benefit 
and jobseeker’s allowance.  I would hope to be able to advance proposals to address the issues 
arising shortly.

14/05/2013WRO01950Departmental Offices

14/05/2013WRO02000360. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Social Protection whether she has plans 
to close the community welfare office in Tramore, County Waterford; if so, how she can justify 
this closure; her plans to move this office to the Waterford city office; how she proposes people 
with lack of financial support and no transport make the journey to visit these offices; and her 
plans to provide more resources to the community welfare office in Waterford city (details sup-
plied) to alleviate delays in the processing of applications. [22779/13]

14/05/2013WRO02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am very conscious of the need to 
provide efficient and effective customer facing services at a local level for clients of the Depart-
ment. 

As part of the relocation of community welfare services to Waterford, the frequency of 
clinics is being increased from 3 to 4 days per week and the number of staff available to these 
clinics will be increased, giving clients improved access to services there.

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, to ensure 
that the best use is made of all available resources with a view to providing an efficient service 
to those who rely on the schemes operated by the Department. 

This includes meeting commitments under the Pathways to Work programme to provide 
opportunities, support and assistance to the approximately 415,000 people on the live register 
by intensifying the Department’s level of engagement with people who are unemployed and in 
particular those who are, or become,  long term unemployed. 

 It was in this context that a decision was made to relocate community welfare services from 
Tramore to Waterford following the retirement of a staff member.  The relocation will take ef-
fect from 17 June 2013. In the interim, services in Tramore will continue to operate as hereto-
fore.  A key factor influencing the decision is the objective of ensuring continuity of service in 
the event of any future staff absences which would otherwise negatively impact on the quality 



14 May 2013

145

of service.

An important factor taken into account in the reconfiguration of services was the good pub-
lic transport services from Tramore to Waterford, with a frequent bus service passing the exist-
ing community welfare service offices in Waterford and the main offices of the Department. 

There is also the facility for clients who are unable to travel to Waterford, for example due 
to illness, to phone the community welfare service in Waterford and discuss their case and, if 
required, the officer may arrange a visit to the client’s home

The relocation of services coincides with greater integration between the community wel-
fare service and other locally based staff of the Department. This process will be further en-
hanced by the roll-out of a full Intreo service to Waterford later this year.  It should be noted that 
currently claims for supplementary welfare allowance are generally processed within a number 
of days where all the required documentation is in place.

14/05/2013WRO02150Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRO02200361. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sonnel in whole-time equivalent terms in her Department and in bodies under the aegis of her 
Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, 
€30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 
to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 to 
€150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22795/13]

14/05/2013WRO02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The following table shows the 
number of staff in the Department within each of the salary ranges as at week ending 16 March 
2013.  Current details for the bodies under the aegis of the Department are also provided.

Salary Band Number of Staff 
in band

Dept of Social 
Protection

Citizens Infor-
mation Board

Pensions Board Pensions Om-
budsman

Over €200,001 0 0 0 0
€175,001 - 
€200,000

1 0 0 0

€150,001 - 
€175,000

2 0 1 0

€125,001 - 
€150,000

8 0 0 1

€100,001 - 
€125,000

14 2 4 0

€90,001 - 
€100,000

42 0 2 1

€80,001 - 
€90,000

68 6 2 1

€70,001 - 
€80,000

176 4 2 1
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Salary Band Number of Staff 
in band

Dept of Social 
Protection

Citizens Infor-
mation Board

Pensions Board Pensions Om-
budsman

€60,001 - 
€70,000

136 5 4 1

€50,001 - 
€60,000

1213 39 5 1

€40,001 - 
€50,000

1529 19 11 0

€30,001 - 
€40,000

2052 12 12 0

€20,001 - 
€30,000

1345 2 4 3

Less than 
€20,000

461 1 0 0

These figures include persons who are on reduced wages due to work sharing patterns.  

The statutory bodies operating under the aegis of the Department of Social Protection are 
the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions Board, the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman 
and the Social Welfare Tribunal.  The Social Welfare Tribunal does not have any permanent 
staff assigned to it.

Question No. 362 answered with Question No. 348.

14/05/2013WRO02450Money Advice and Budgeting Service Remit

14/05/2013WRO02500363. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection the contents of the 
new service level agreement that has been issued to the Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
companies and in particular the concerns raised by MABS officials in relation to the restrictive 
nature of the agreements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22814/13]

14/05/2013WRO02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Money Advice and Budgeting 
Service ( MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, provides a high quality 
personal service to assist people who are over-indebted and need help and advice in coping 
with debt problems, in particular those on low incomes and people living on social welfare 
payments. 

In 2013, the Citizens Information Board has been allocated some €47.4 million from the 
exchequer of which some €19 million has been assigned to MABS and €14.6 million has been 
assigned to the Citizens Information Services. The corresponding allocation to the Citizens 
Information Board in 2012 was €46.8 million of which some €18.3 million was allocated to 
MABS and €14.6 million for the Citizens Information Services.

The Citizens Information Board is responsible for ensuring that all appropriate governance 
arrangements are in place in relation to the expenditure of these public funds.  It is essential 
that this significant amount of public monies is carefully monitored and properly accounted 
for, in terms of financial accountability, effective performance and excellent delivery of qual-
ity services to the customer and taxpayer, who ultimately funds these services. The Board is 
responsible for ensuring that all appropriate governance arrangements are in place in relation to 
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the expenditure of these public funds.

An important element of assessing accountability is through the formal arrangement of 
Service Level Agreements. These are annual contracts between the CIB and the 96 separate 
companies, which provide the services for which the Citizens information Board has respon-
sibility, including the 42 local Citizens Information Services and the 53 MABS companies.  
These contracts are agreed by the governing board of the Citizens Information Board and cover 
standard items such as service delivery, governance, financial controls, HR practices, report-
ing, evaluation, monitoring etc. This enables the Board to ensure that excellent service and best 
value is achieved across the wide range of services it provides.

With regard to the 2013 Agreement the CIB met with the representative forums of MABS 
and CIS to discuss issues raised. To date, some 40 CIS companies and 19 MABS companies 
have signed the contract and are fully compliant with the governance and accountability re-
quirements. 

The Citizens Information Board is engaging with the remaining companies to resolve out-
standing matters and following consultation with the MABS and CIS network is bringing for-
ward a longer term contract to govern the period to end 2016.  I am confident this will secure 
the agreement of all and would like to assure the Deputy that there is no risk to service delivery 
and all parties are fully engaged in ensuring that the excellent service to those most in need 
continues as required.

Question No. 364 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRO02750Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRO02800365. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the individual 
amount of overtime paid in the case of each political or ministerial appointee for the period 
2007 to date in 2013 relative to her office and the office of the Minister of State; if such pay-
ments were made to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for the same 
period. [22881/13]

14/05/2013WRO02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy in relation to the individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political/Minis-
terial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to my Department, is set out in the 
following table. 

No overtime has been paid to the Special Advisers or the Secretary Generals within the 
Department of Social Protection during the period 2007 to date in 2013 as these posts are not 
overtime grades.

All overtime, travel and subsistence payments are subject to the general regulations govern-
ing the payment of overtime, travel and subsistence.

MINISTER JOAN BURTON,T.D. FROM MARCH 2011 TO DATE-

MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS:

OVERTIME PAYMENTS

TITLE 2013 2012 2011
PERSONAL  ASSISTANT €4,660 €9,202 €4,195
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TITLE 2013 2012 2011
PERSONAL  SECRETARY(commenced 12/5/2012) €2,315 €303 N/A
PERSONAL SECRETARY(from 03/2011 to 
12/5/2012)

N/A €2,453 €3,134

MINISTER EAMON O’ CUÍV, T.D  FROM MARCH 2010 TO MARCH 2011

MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS:

OVERTIME PAYMENTS

TITLE 2011 2010
PERSONAL  ASSISTANT Nil Nil
PERSONAL  SECRETARY Nil Nil
MINISTER MARY HANAFIN, T.D., FROM 2008 TO  MARCH 2010-

MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS:

OVERTIME PAYMENTS

TITLE 2010 2009 2008
PERSONAL  ASSIS-
TANT

€3,983 €16,065 €3,442

PERSONAL  SECRE-
TARY

€3,240 €10,875 Nil

MINISTER MARTIN CULLEN, T.D., FROM JUNE 2007 TO  MAY 2008 -

MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS:

OVERTIME PAYMENTS

TITLE 2008 2007
PERSONAL  ASSISTANT Nil Nil
PERSONAL  SECRETARY Nil Nil
PERSONAL ADMIN ASSIST. Nil Nil
MINISTER SEAMUS BRENNAN, T.D.,FROM JANUARY 2007 TO JUNE 2007-

MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS:

OVERTIME PAYMENTS

TITLE 2007
PERSONAL ASSISTANT Nil
PERSONAL  SECRETARY €1,873
Question No. 366 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRO03050State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals

14/05/2013WRO03100367. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue 
on a State non-contributory pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22917/13]

14/05/2013WRO03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 15th 
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 9th   May 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

14/05/2013WRO03250One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

14/05/2013WRO03300368. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the 
payment of a scholarship to a recipient of a one-parent family benefit is considered as cash 
income and deducted from their weekly payment when that same person can retain their full 
benefit payment and earn up to €110.00 per week; if she considers this to be an anomaly; and if 
she will address the matter as it is an obstacle to those attempting to improve their qualifications 
for employment. [22925/13]

14/05/2013WRO03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Revised Estimates for my 
Department provide for expenditure of nearly €935 million on the one parent family payment 
scheme in 2013.

When assessing means for the one parent family payment, account is taken of all cash in-
come which the person is receiving.  Where a recipient has earnings from employment, the first 
€110 per week is disregarded and the balance is assessed at 50%.

There is no similar disregard in place where a recipient has income from a scholarship.  Any 
changes to the current arrangements would have to be considered in a Budgetary context and 
have regard to the on-going requirement to contain public expenditure.

14/05/2013WRO03450Job Activation Measures

14/05/2013WRO03500369. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of jobseek-
ers who have been called to interviews as part of her Department’s strategy of having more 
regular and ongoing engagement with jobseekers as set out in the Pathways to Work document. 
[22931/13]

14/05/2013WRO03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has significantly 
increased the volume and efficiency of activation referrals in recent years by bringing groups of 
customers to information sessions prior to one-to-one engagement.  

Through this Group Engagement process, referrals in the first four months of 2013 were 
38,100, as compared with 18,500 in 2012.  One-to-one referrals (including direct referrals and 
post-Group Engagement) in the first four months of 2013 were 37,800.  This represented a 
small increase on the 2012 figure of 36,700.  However, because of the increased attendance 
rates at one-to-one interviews achieved as a result of the group engagement initiative, the actual 
number of interviews achieved through the referral process rose from 29,000 in the first four 
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months in 2012 to 32,000 in first four months in 2013. 

Question No. 370 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRO03750Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

14/05/2013WRO03800371. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if her De-
partment has carried out a review of the decision to cease payment of a carer’s allowance claim 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; when a revised decision will be 
made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23009/13]

14/05/2013WRO03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In order for a child under 16 years 
to be deemed eligible for carer’s allowance, domiciliary care allowance must be in payment for 
that child.  In those circumstances, the child is deemed to be automatically medically eligible 
for carer’s allowance. Once the child reaches 16 years and is no longer entitled to domiciliary 
care allowance, a review of the continuing entitlement to carer’s allowance is carried out.

In this case domiciliary care allowance ceased when the care recipient turned 16 on the 22nd 
of October 2012. The person in question was informed that the entitlement to carer’s allowance 
would be reviewed and further medical evidence was requested. The person concerned submit-
ted this medical evidence and having examined this the medical assessor was of the opinion 
that the care recipient is not so disabled as to require full time care and attention as prescribed 
in regulations. A deciding officer reviewed the case and decided that the carer’s allowance pay-
ments would be stopped. The person in question was informed of this decision on the 28th of 
March 2013, and of his right to review or appeal. There is no record of any review or appeal 
being requested and the last payment issued to the person concerned on the 18th   of April 2013. 

If the person in question is not satisfied with the decision to stop his carer’s allowance, he 
may request a review or may submit an appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice.

14/05/2013WRO03950Live Register Numbers

14/05/2013WRO04000372. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons on 
the live register at Bandon, County Cork for each of the past five years.  [23028/13]

14/05/2013WRO04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by 
the Deputy is not routinely collated by my Department. However the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) publishes breakdowns in respect of the live register on their website each month. The 
following table details the number of persons on the live register in the Bandon social welfare 
branch office which has been extracted from the CSO’s website and collated by my Department 
for the Deputy’s convenience.

Persons on the Live Register, Bandon, Cork

- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
January 660 1,191 1,548 1,559 1,524 1,449
February 693 1,266 1,554 1,573 1,545 1,466
March 710 1,340 1,563 1,520 1,515 1,463
April 697 1,387 1,554 1,504 1,506 1,428
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- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
May 725 1,450 1,513 1,468 1,528
June 811 1,490 1,573 1,544 1,581
July 878 1,571 1,624 1,606 1,578
August 901 1,573 1,591 1,569 1,511
September 881 1,498 1,527 1,441 1,459
October 936 1,517 1,521 1,410 1,438
November 992 1,481 1,495 1,453 1,417
December 1,041 1,543 1,516 1,506 1,458
Source: WWW.CSO.ie

14/05/2013WRP00150Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

14/05/2013WRP00200373. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons on 
full-time benefits who are not recorded on the live register at Bandon, County Cork for each of 
the past five years.  [23029/13]

14/05/2013WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is collated, at county level only, by my Department annually for inclusion in the Statisti-
cal Information on Social Welfare Services report which is laid before the Dáil when published 
and copies lodged in the Oireachtas library. Furthermore these reports are available to the pub-
lic at www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Annual-Statistical-Information-Reports.aspx. 

I set out below, for the Deputy’s convenience, a tabular statement detailing the number of 
persons living in County Cork at the 31st  of December in each of the years 2008 to 2012 and 
in receipt of a Social Welfare payment by payment type, where available, that are not recorded 
on the live register.

Recipients of Social Welfare Payments in County Cork, 2008 to 2012  (Payments not 
recorded on the Live Register)

Payment 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
State Pension 
(Non-Con-
tributory)

10,916 10,755 10,623 10,509 10,325

State Pension 
(Contribu-
tory)

24,827 26,231 27,885 29,714 31,643

State Pension 
(Transition)

718 899 1,054 1,248 1,420

Widow, 
Widower’s 
or Surviving 
Civil Part-
ner’s (Con-
tributory) 
Pension

12,500 12,737 12,868 12,976 13,076

Death Ben-
efit

93 91 94 93 92
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Payment 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
One Parent 
Family Pay-
ment(1)

8,609 9,195 9,413 5,747 5,712

Widow, 
Widower’s 
or Surviving 
Civil Part-
ner’s Non-
Contributory 
Pension

184 169 176 186 170

Deserted 
Wife’s Al-
lowance

65 60 53 43 33

Supplemen-
tary Welfare 
Allowance

3,844 4,570 3,661 3,535 3,765

Farm Assist 582 757 917 957 922
Pre-Retire-
ment Allow-
ance

1,055 918 743 613 466

Other Sup-
plements(2)

2,584 2,317 2,112 1,839 1,588

Deserted 
Wife’s Ben-
efit

857 830 791 771 741

Maternity 
Benefit

2,757 2,704 2,798 2,761 2,695

Health and 
Safety Ben-
efit

5 3 9 8 9

Back to Edu-
cation

877 1,276 1,938 2,166 2,219

Back to Work 
Allowance

781 643 897 1,044 986

Short-Term 
Enterprise 
Allowance

N/Avail N/Avail 167 117 80

Part-Time 
Job Incentive

18 11 12 14 0

Commu-
nity Employ-
ment Pro-
gramme(3)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 2,122

Tús -Com-
munity Work 
Placement 
Scheme(4)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 531
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Payment 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Rural Social 
Scheme(5)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 170

Disability 
Allowance

11,696 12,230 12,389 12,625 12,456

Blind Pen-
sion

120 122 122 129 126

Carer’s Al-
lowance

4,994 5,545 5,840 5,944 5,995

Domiciliary 
Care Allow-
ance

N/Avail N/Avail 3,430 3,488 3,560

Illness Ben-
efit

9,379 9,820 10,228 9,384 8,331

Interim Ill-
ness Benefit

66 48 48 30 58

Injury Ben-
efit

91 87 100 83 95

Invalidity 
Pension

7,251 7,061 6,797 6,632 6,601

Disablement 
Benefit

1,902 1,909 1,948 1,983 2,011

Incapac-
ity Supple-
ment(6)

111 114 114 112 111

Partial Ca-
pacity Ben-
efit(7)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 101

Respite Care 
Grant(8)

N/Avail 762 668 586 514

Carer’s Ben-
efit

245 210 200 197 208

Family In-
come Sup-
plement

2,856 2,709 2,959 3,016 3,372

Back to 
School 
Clothing and 
Footwear Al-
lowance

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 19,643 18,308

Guardian’s 
Payment 
(Non-Con-
tributory)

23 25 14 35 38

Guardian’s 
Payment 
(Contribu-
tory)

63 62 61 61 57
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Payment 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Child Benefit 
(Families)

67,240 68,084 66,691 67,349 68,423

Child Benefit 
(Children)

129,251 131,083 126,867 128,260 130,746

Rent Supple-
ment

8,538 10,603 10,988 10,732 9,878

Mortgage 
Interest 
Supplement

826 1,471 1,737 1,710 1,235

Local Au-
thority Mort-
gage Interest 
Supplement

45 26 18 16 8

(1) The methodology used for the county breakdown of One Parent Family Payment recipi-
ents was revised from 2011 onwards.

(2)  Includes Diet, Heating and Travel.

(3)  Responsibility for the expenditure in relation to FÁS Employment and Community 
Schemes transferred to the Department in January 2011 and information prior to 2011 is not 
available.   

(4)  Tús commenced in early 2011.    

(5)  Rural Social Scheme transferred to the Department of Social Protection in September, 
2010. 

(6) Incapacity Supplement is paid as a supplement to Disablement Benefit

(7) Partial Capacity Benefit commenced February 2013.

(8) The number of recipients of Respite Care Grant reported are those who are not in receipt 
of any other Carer’s payment (Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance). There are approximately a further 65,000 Respite Care Grant recipients who qualify for 
payment automatically under the terms of the relevant scheme.

14/05/2013WRP00350Community Work Initiatives

14/05/2013WRP00400374. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the services that will be 
rolled out in the Cork area under the Intreo scheme. [23030/13]

14/05/2013WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As the Deputy will be aware, IN-
TREO is the name for the new service model of the Department integrating the employment 
services and community programmes formerly of FÁS, and the Community Welfare Services 
(CWS) formerly of the HSE and the income support services provided by the Department itself.  

INTREO’s one-stop-shop offices includes a single integrated decision-making team that 
integrates and streamlines the processes formerly undertaken by the different agencies now 
amalgamated into the Department.  Already clients are seeing the benefits of the integrated de-
cisions process in pilot offices in terms of shorter decision times and in the reduced recourse to 
supplementary payments in offices where integrated decisions are in operation.  
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More importantly the service model is focused on existing clients to prepare for and access 
work opportunities. As part of this approach, the clients are asked to sign a ‘social contract’ with 
the Department.  The client acknowledges their responsibility to work to secure employment at 
the earliest possible opportunity, on the understanding that failure to adhere to those undertak-
ings may result in the reduction or withdrawal of income support payments.

To support the client in this endeavour, the most significant elements of the Intreo approach 
are: 

i) Profiling of clients to inform the approach taken to activation (e.g. training, work experi-
ence etc)

ii) Early engagement with clients through group engagement sessions – this informs clients 
of options and services available to them

iii) One to one interviews with case managers to support the client develop and follow a 
Personal Progression Plan and to assist the client to access activation and employment oppor-
tunities.

INTREO is also refocusing the Department’s relationship with employers with a range of 
events at national and local level to increase the Department’s engagement with employers and 
to increase their recruitment of employees from the Live Register.

14/05/2013WRP00550Pensions Reform

14/05/2013WRP00600375. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will take steps 
to review the rules applicable to pension payments, whereby in a pension fund wind-up situa-
tion, existing pensioners retain their full entitlements, but workers who had not yet retired lose 
virtually all of their entitlements; if she will ensure that such workers are properly catered for in 
wind-up situations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23048/13]

14/05/2013WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The issue of how the assets of a 
pension scheme are distributed on the wind-up of a pension scheme is a sensitive and complex 
issue and one which requires careful consideration before any change is made to the current 
provisions.

My officials have undertaken a detailed review of this matter.  This review involved consul-
tation with all stakeholder representatives and the engagement of consultants to advise on the 
matter. This review has now been completed and the outcome of the review is being considered 
at present.

14/05/2013WRP00750European Court of Justice Rulings

14/05/2013WRP00800376. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection if, in view of the re-
cent ECJ judgment in regard to the Waterford Crystal workers’ pension entitlements, she will 
take steps to put in place an appropriate scheme to protect workers’ pension rights when an em-
ployer becomes insolvent and the relevant pension fund to which contributions had been made 
is in deficit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23049/13]

14/05/2013WRP00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The ruling by the European Court 
of Justice was in response to a reference by the High Court seeking clarification of the interpre-
tation of European law emanating from EU Directive 2008/94EC on the protection of employ-
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ees in the event of the insolvency of their employer. Following the ECJ ruling, the matter will 
now revert to the High Court for consideration.  Given this matter remains before the courts 
it would not be appropriate that I comment further on any aspects of or possible issues arising 
from the case at this time. Careful and detailed consideration will of course be given to the rul-
ing of the European Court of Justice and of the outcomes of the case before the High Court.

  Question No. 377 withdrawn.

14/05/2013WRP01050Child Benefit Payments

14/05/2013WRP01100378. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will make her 
intentions clear regarding the future of child benefit; if child benefit will be cut in order to fund 
additional free preschool care; if her attention has been drawn to the distress, fear and upset 
being caused as a result of these reports; if her attention has been drawn to the importance of 
child benefit in assisting families in keeping their heads above water; if she will give an assur-
ance that child benefit will not be cut any further; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23066/13]

14/05/2013WRP01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Child benefit is a universal pay-
ment that assists parents with the cost of raising children and it contributes towards alleviating 
child poverty. The estimated expenditure on child benefit in 2013 is around €1.9 billion and it is 
currently paid to around 611,000 families in respect of some 1.16 million children. 

The Government is conscious that child benefit, as a universal payment, can be an impor-
tant source of income for all families, especially during a time of recession and high unem-
ployment. The social protection system also provides assistance to low income families with 
children through the payment of qualified child increases on primary social welfare payments 
and through the family income supplement payment. Both of these provide a level of assistance 
which is directly or indirectly linked with a household’s income situation.

Achieving a better design of the overall system of child income supports, including child 
benefit, raises complex issues about the effectiveness and the efficiency of the full range of in-
come supports currently provided to families and their children. In this context and in line with 
a commitment in the Programme for Government, I established an Advisory Group on Tax and 
Social Welfare, which has been tasked with recommending cost-effective solutions as to how 
employment disincentives can be improved and better poverty outcomes can be achieved, par-
ticularly child poverty outcomes. The Advisory Group prioritised the area of family and child 
income supports and its report on this issue was published in February.

This report makes important recommendations on how child benefit could be maintained as 
a universal payment while reforming the current system of child and family income supports 
so as to better target those who need these supports most. Given the range of complex issues 
involved, including fiscal, operational and legal considerations, as well as the implications for 
reforms in terms of child poverty and employment incentive outcomes, the Government has 
made no decision at this time on the core recommendations of the report.  It is the Government’s 
intention that the report will now contribute to the policy debate on the matter. In considering 
the proposals to reform the structure of child and family income support payments, including 
the balance between income supports and services, such as childcare, I expect that Government 
will also take into account further work by the Advisory Group on the issue of social protection 
and taxation supports for working age persons and more general developments in the budgetary 
and fiscal situation. 
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The provision of childcare services, such as those supported by the Early Childhood Care 
and Education scheme, is primarily a policy matter for my colleague, the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald T.D.  However, any proposal to fund additional childcare 
services from cuts to the child benefit scheme would require a Government decision within an 
overall budgetary context on which no indications can be given at the present time.  

14/05/2013WRP01250Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Relocation Options

14/05/2013WRP01300379. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
persons with turbary rights on a bog (details supplied) in County Laois will be granted rights at 
an alternative location; the number of persons still waiting for this matter to be resolved in this 
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22167/13]

14/05/2013WRP01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Fifty-five 
applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme have 
been received and acknowledged by my Department in respect of the raised bog special area 
of conservation referred to in the Deputy’s Question. 10 of these applicants have expressed an 
interest in relocation to a non-designated bog. 40 payments and 5 deliveries of turf have been 
made in respect of the applications received. 

Bord na Móna undertook a preliminary assessment of a potential relocation site for those 
applicants who have expressed an interest in relocation, on behalf of my Department. On the 
basis of this assessment, Bord na Móna undertook a stratigraphy assessment of this site in order 
to get a better indication of the quality and quantity of peat there. The stratigraphy report has 
recently been received by my Department. An official from the Department has been in con-
tact with a turf cutter representative from the raised bog special area of conservation in order 
to arrange a meeting with a view to discussing the report and other relevant issues. A reply is 
awaited from this representative.

14/05/2013WRP01450Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRP01500380. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
residents who were involved in cutting turf on a bog (details supplied) will receive their pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22178/13]

14/05/2013WRP01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Twenty-six 
applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme have 
been received and acknowledged by my Department in respect of the raised bog special area 
of conservation referred to in the Deputy’s Question. 5 of these applicants have expressed an 
interest in relocation to a non-designated bog. 6 payments have been made in respect of the ap-
plications received.

I am advised that representatives of a group of 16 of these applicants had requested that no 
payments or turf deliveries be made to individuals within this group until outstanding issues 
have been dealt with, in particular, as regards relocation to a non-designated bog. My Depart-
ment has acceded to this request but is willing to process payments or deliveries of turf if any 
of the qualifying applicants wish to proceed.

14/05/2013WRP01650Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Relocation Options



Questions - Written Answers

158

14/05/2013WRP01700381. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding turf-cutting at Lough Sheelin bog; if alternative bog will be provided for 
those who wish to continue turf-cutting; if his Department has been engaging with the Lough 
Sheelin Turf Cutters and Contractors Association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22450/13]

14/05/2013WRP01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Eighty-eight 
applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme have 
been received and acknowledged by my Department in respect of Moneybeg and Clareisland 
Bogs raised bog special area of conservation (also known as Lough Sheelin Bog). 12 of these 
applicants have expressed an interest in relocation to a non-designated bog. 71 payments and 2 
deliveries of turf have been made in respect of the applications received. 

I am advised that Bord na Móna has undertaken preliminary assessments of five potential 
relocation sites for turf cutters from Moneybeg and Clareisland Bogs, on behalf of my Depart-
ment. On the basis of this assessment of two of the sites, Bord na Móna is to undertake a stra-
tigraphy assessment of these sites in order to get a better indication of the quality and quantity 
of peat there. The assessment of the other three sites indicates that they would not be suitable 
relocation sites. 

My Department has written to those applicants, who qualify under the cessation of turf cut-
ting compensation scheme on the basis of self-certification and who have expressed an interest 
in relocation, updating them on the situation.

Officials from my Department met with representatives from the Sheelin Turf Cutters and 
Contractors Association on 9 May 2012. Replies have also been made to a number of represen-
tations from the Association. My officials would be willing to meet with representatives of the 
Association again if they so wish.

A payment of €1,500, index-linked, or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum is avail-
able under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to qualifying applicants from 
Moneybeg and Clareisland Bogs while awaiting relocation to a non-designated bog. For those 
applicants opting for the delivery of turf while awaiting relocation, there is flexibility in the 
provision of additional turf to other family members who had been cutting on the same bog plot.

14/05/2013WRP01850Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRP01900382. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
total capital and current spending for each of the Gaeltachts in each of the years 2002 to 2012. 
[22488/13]

14/05/2013WRP02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): As the Deputy is aware, my Department, which was established in June 2011, 
administers and delivers a wide range of programmes in the Gaeltacht, descriptions of which 
are available at www.ahg.gov.ie. Details of expenditure for Gaeltacht areas in general are avail-
able in the various annual reports published by my Department and Údarás na Gaeltachta.    
While expenditure under these programme areas takes place throughout the Gaeltacht, it is not 
possible to give a county-by-county breakdown of that expenditure. For example, a number of 
my Department’s Gaeltacht programmes are delivered through agencies and other intermedi-
ary bodies that operate across county boundaries and in respect of which there is no detailed 
breakdown held by my Department on a county basis. In addition, groups and organisations that 
receive grants directly from my Department are not necessarily constituted on a single-county 
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basis. 

In view of the large volumes of payments and grants involved on an ongoing basis, it is not 
clear that it would be feasible to compile and collate the breakdown of expenditure sought by 
the Deputy. However, if the Deputy has specific queries relating to a particular programme or 
grant, I would be glad to seek to provide him with relevant information in that regard. Similarly, 
if the Deputy would like specific information in relation to a particular scheme, I would be glad 
to arrange to have any such request from him examined.

14/05/2013WRP02050Job Creation Numbers

14/05/2013WRP02100383. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
total number of new jobs created as well as jobs lost for each of the Gaeltacht areas for each of 
the years 2002 to 2012. [22489/13]

14/05/2013WRP02200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the tables below.  The final 
table provides information in respect of employment in Údarás na Gaeltachta client companies 
at the end of 2012.   

2002

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 288 639 -351
Mayo 92 97 -5
Galway 306 497 -191
Meath 65 52 +13
Kerry 88 69 +19
Cork 57 65 -8
Waterford 14 13 +1
Total 910 1432 -522
2003

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 371 651 -280
Mayo 124 77 +47
Galway 354 338 +16
Meath 21 23 -2
Kerry 122 96 +26
Cork 43 73 -30
Waterford 17 19 -2
Total 1052 1277 -225

2004

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 528 390 +138
Mayo 91 115 -24
Galway 278 247 +31
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Meath 5  5 0
Kerry 91 92 -1
Cork 59 56 +3
Waterford 19  5 +14
Total 1071 910 +161
2005

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 286 292 -6
Mayo 121 88 +33
Galway 324 309 +15
Meath 41 5 +36
Kerry 159 95 +64
Cork 54 34 +20
Waterford 8 19 -11
Total 993 842 +151
2006

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 350 257 +93
Mayo 135 60 +75
Galway 408 351 +57
Meath 3 29 -26
Kerry 161 142 +19
Cork 102 48 +54
Waterford 27 4 +23
Total 1186 891 +295
2007

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 372 371 +1
Mayo 154 78 +76
Galway 280 276 +4
Meath 17 22 -5
Kerry 147 158 -11
Cork 58 59 -1
Waterford 10 1 +9
Total 1038 965 +73
2008

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 357 319 +38
Mayo 109 152 -43
Galway 527 368 +159
Meath 24 31 -7
Kerry 155 160 -5
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Cork 80 55 +25
Waterford 17 17 0
Total 1269 1102 +167
2009

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 204 429 -225
Mayo 69 200 -131
Galway 293 416 -123
Meath 5 58 -53
Kerry 109 197 -88
Cork 22 111 -89
Waterford 8 20 -12
Total 710 1431 -721
2010  

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 194 437 -243
Mayo 48 180 -132
Galway 249 284 -35
Meath 34 11 +23
Kerry 77 100 -23
Cork 98 84 +14
Waterford 4 6 -2
Total 704 1102 -398
2011

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 259 390 -131
Mayo 109 35 +74
Galway 178 238 -60
Meath 19 14 +5
Kerry 89 96 -7
Cork 68 50 +18
Waterford 12 15 -3
Total 734 838 -104
2012

County Jobs created Jobs lost Net figures
Donegal 223 212 +11
Mayo 89 53 +36
Galway 235 259 -24
Meath 19 48 -29
Kerry 68 92 -24
Cork 35 58 -23
Waterford 20 4 +16
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Total 689 726 -37
Employment in Údarás na Gaeltachta client companies (2012 year-end)

County Employment figures
Donegal 1878
Mayo   711
Galway 2730
Meath   161
Kerry   706
Cork   610
Waterford   137
Total 6933

14/05/2013WRP02250Údarás na Gaeltachta Expenditure

14/05/2013WRP02300384. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide a breakdown of total spending on salaries for full-time personnel at the Údarás na 
Gaeltachta Galway headquarters and at the regional office in Donegal, for the period 2002 to 
2012 per person, per year. [22490/13]

14/05/2013WRP02400385. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide a breakdown of total spending on expenses including travel and other for full-time 
personnel at the Údarás na Gaeltachta Galway headquarters, and regional office employees in 
Donegal for the period 2002 to 2012 per person, per year. [22491/13]

14/05/2013WRP02500386. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will provide a breakdown of fees and expenses for all board members of Údarás na Gaeltachta 
for 2002-2012. [22492/13]

14/05/2013WRP02600Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 384 to 386, inclusive, together

The Deputy will appreciate that the details sought by him are extensive and, accordingly, 
it has not been possible to collate the requested information in the time available. Údarás na 
Gaeltachta has been requested to supply the relevant data as soon as possible and I can assure 
the Deputy that it will be forwarded directly to him when it becomes available.

14/05/2013WRP02650Special Protection Areas Appeals

14/05/2013WRP02700387. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of special areas of conservation or special protection areas appeals outstanding; the 
date on which each outstanding appeal was received by his Department; when it is intended to 
finalise these appeals; the reason for the delay with the appeals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22534/13]

14/05/2013WRP02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): There are 
some 481 appeals outstanding in respect of special areas of conservation and special protection 
areas.  The majority of these appeals are at Stage 2 of the appeals process where appellants have 
opted for formal hearings of their cases before the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory Board.  
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The time taken to process appeals depends on a variety of factors. These can include dif-
ficulties encountered by landowners in identifying accurately to my Department the lands they 
wish to have excluded from a site, the production of scientific reports and arranging formal ap-
peal hearings at times which are suitable to all parties involved. Every effort is being made to 
process appeals as quickly as possible. It should be noted that the number of appeals on hand 
has halved in the last year or so.

The information requested regarding the date outstanding appeals were received in the De-
partment is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible. It should 
be noted that it will not be possible to disclose information on individual appellants for data 
protection reasons.

14/05/2013WRP02850Air Services Provision

14/05/2013WRP02900388. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
consultants were appointed to carry out detailed design, costing and tender documents for the 
construction phase of the provision of air terminals in Cluain Leacht an Abba, Cleggan and 
on Inisbofin; when it is expected this work will be completed; the name of the consultants ap-
pointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22551/13]

14/05/2013WRP03000389. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
date that planning permission was granted for the provision of air-terminals on Inishbofin and 
at Cluain Leacht an Abba, Cleggan; the date these permissions will expire; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22552/13]

14/05/2013WRP03100390. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason that the airstrips on Inishbofin and Cleggan are not licensed and open for use by private 
aircraft, in view of the tourist potential of these airstrips; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22553/13]

14/05/2013WRP03200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 388 to 390, inclusive, together.

The consultants, Malachy Walsh & Partners, were appointed by my Department on 9 Feb-
ruary 2011 to carry out a detailed design and costing and to prepare tender documents for the 
construction phase of the provision of terminals at Cluain Leacht an Abba, Cleggan and on 
Inishbofin. Tenders for the construction phase have not been sought at this stage. Planning per-
mission for construction of the terminals was granted on 12 December 2011 and will expire on 
12 December 2016.  

Since the airstrips are not open or licensed for use by the Irish Aviation Authority, landing 
aircraft on them is strictly prohibited. I am certain that the Deputy will agree that my Depart-
ment could not stand over a situation whereby aircraft are landing and taking off without per-
mission on State property.

14/05/2013WRP03250Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRP03300391. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the 
aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 
to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
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€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22783/13]

14/05/2013WRP03400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The informa-
tion requested by  the  Deputy  in respect of the staff (whole time equivalent) of my department 
and the bodies under its aegis is set out in the following table.

Salary Band € Department of Arts Heritage 
and Gaeltacht.

Bodies under the aegis of the 
Department.

0 -  20,000 22.1 42.38
20,001 - 30,000 56.44 251.99
30,001 - 40,000 195.8 327.48
40,001 - 50,000 115.99 156.63
50,001 - 60,000 77 126.92
60,001 - 70,000 49.53 58.85
70,001 - 80,000 29 53.95
80,001 - 90,000 18.8 21
90,001 - 100,000 9 17
100,001 - 125,000 5 12
125,001 - 150,000 4 2
150,001 - 175,000 0 0
175,000 - 200,000 1 0
Total 583.66 1070.2
There is no officer currently serving in the Department or the agencies earning a salary in 

excess of €200,000.

The provided figures exclude approximately 60 temporary seasonal staff employed by my 
Department on an annual basis.  The total salary of each temporary seasonal staff member is 
less than €30,000.

14/05/2013WRP03450Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRP03500392. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political-ministerial appointee for the 
period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such 
payments were made to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same 
period. [22869/13]

14/05/2013WRP03600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware my Department was established on 2 June 2011. Overtime is not payable 
to officers above the grade of Higher Executive Officer, including ministerial advisors and 
secretaries general.  Ministerial drivers are also ineligible for overtime payments. The amount 
of overtime, and other payments due in respect of additional attendance, in the case of each 
eligible political/ministerial appointee are set out in the following tables.

Minister                   €   
Personal Assistant to Minister 15,907
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Personal Secretary to Minister 15,226
Civilian driver 1,895
Civilian driver 1,516
Totals 34,544

Minister of State €  
Personal Assistant to Minister of State 14,983
Personal Secretary to Minister of State 1    308
Personal Secretary to Minister of State 2 9,974
Civilian driver 2,653
Civilian driver 1,137
Totals 29,055
1 40% Workingsharing pattern

2 58% Workingsharing pattern

14/05/2013WRP03650Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

14/05/2013WRP03700393. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the prog-
ress made to date of the various actions as set out across the nine areas of action in the Twenty 
Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010 - 2030. [22922/13]

14/05/2013WRP03800Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): While my Department has the overarching responsibility for the Strategy, it 
is working in co-operation with other key stakeholders to implement the Strategy on an in-
cremental basis within available resources.    Priority was given during 2011 to implementing 
the Strategy’s establishment phase.  This involved providing information about the Strategy 
and establishing the organisational and operational structures required for its implementation. 
Priority was given during 2012 to legislative matters. The enactment of the Gaeltacht Act 2012 
was a significant achievement as it provides for a statutory language planning process, both 
within and outside the existing Gaeltacht, and for a statutory role in this regard for Údarás na 
Gaeltachta and Foras na Gaeilge, as appropriate. Priority is being given in 2013 to instituting 
the language planning process in conjunction with Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras na Gaeilge

My Department is actively engaging with a wide range of key stakeholders under the aus-
pices of an Inter-Departmental Group, which I chair, and other high-level working groups re-
garding the implementation of those aspects of the Strategy that are relevant to their areas of 
responsibility. As a result, it is envisaged that the various key stakeholders will be in a position 
to publish their implementation plans for the Strategy later this year. It is also envisaged that a 
report on the overall progress made in implementing the Strategy to date will be published later 
this year.

14/05/2013WRP03850Ministerial Correspondence

14/05/2013WRP03900394. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will confirm having received a letter from an organisation (details supplied); if the leasing 
agreement required therein will be expedited and finalised; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23046/13]
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14/05/2013WRP04000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I can confirm 
to the Deputy that I am in receipt of such correspondence.  I have been informed that the draft 
lease agreement between the parties was issued by the lessee to the solicitors for the lessor yes-
terday, the 13th May 2013. On confirmation of their acceptance of the lease, the formal lease 
will be issued to them for execution.

14/05/2013WRP04050Fisheries Protection

14/05/2013WRP04100395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will develop a coherent and viable policy that will allow for the phased 
reopening of traditional salmon drift netting in a controlled and structured way; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22213/13]

14/05/2013WRP04200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Fergus 
O’Dowd): In 2006 following a Government decision to align with the scientific advice, in-
discriminate mixed stock salmon fishing at sea was ceased.  Expert scientific advice available 
showed that the marine survival of salmon in the North Atlantic has decreased significantly 
in the previous decades.  It was in this context and to afford every protection to the remaining 
stocks that the decision to cease indiscriminate mixed stock fishing was taken.  

In 2007, I understand that a Salmon Hardship Scheme of €25m was established to address 
any hardship experienced by affected commercial salmon licence holders.  In addition, I also un-
derstand that a further €5m was allocated to a Community Support Scheme which was directed 
primarily at those communities where commercial salmon fishing had been a well-established 
activity and where its withdrawal demonstrably impacted on the economic and social fabric.  

On foot of the decision to prioritise conservation the harvest of salmon by any means is 
restricted to those individual stocks of rivers that are judged by the scientific advice as meeting 
their conservation limits.  Commercial fishing and recreational angling can continue only where 
there is a scientifically identified exploitable surplus within the genetically discrete stock in 
each individual river.  Overall the estimate of total Irish spawning salmon over the past decade 
is only 52% of that in the 1970’s.

In this regard, and in the mixed stock context pertaining as stocks migrate during the at sea 
phase of their life-cycle, it is not possible to identify the discrete stocks of salmon emanating 
from individual rivers which are above their conservation limit.  Such mixed stock fishing activ-
ity would be irresponsible in that the possibility of disaggregating those genetically individual 
river stocks (including stocks from other countries) within a large mixed migratory body of fish 
is impossible.  To permit targeting of such mixed stocks would expose vulnerable individual 
river stocks, which are not meeting conservation limits, to indiscriminate and unsustainable 
harvesting.  Consequently the question of reopening drift net salmon fishing does not arise.

14/05/2013WRQ00150Licence Applications

14/05/2013WRQ00200396. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if a decision has been made on an application for a draft salmon fishing licence in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23035/13]

14/05/2013WRQ00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Fergus 
O’Dowd): The yearly allocation of public licences for commercial draft nets is governed by the 
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provisions of the relevant Control of Fishing for Salmon Order.  The process identifies a number 
of categories of applicant depending on, inter alia, the applicant’s previous fishing history.  The 
issuing of licences is administered by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) and decisions will be made 
in advance of the season which commences on 12 May each year.  Any person over the age of 
18 is entitled to apply for a public draft net licence unless they have previously availed of the 
Salmon Hardship Scheme.  

The Salmon Hardship Fund was established in line with the decision to end, on conservation 
grounds, the mixed stock fishery for salmon at sea.  The scheme provided a payment, based on 
catch history, to former commercial licence holders who could no longer fish or who chose to 
withdraw from the fishery.  The beneficiaries undertook to abide by all of the conditions of the 
scheme including not to apply for a commercial fishing licence in the future.  I understand that 
the person referred to by the Deputy is a former holder of a commercial drift net licence and 
received payment under the Salmon Hardship Scheme.  Under these circumstances, the person 
is not entitled to apply for a draft net licence.

14/05/2013WRQ00350Renewable Energy Generation

14/05/2013WRQ00400397. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when the European Commission approved the application by his Department in re-
spect of the State aid application for the renewable energy support scheme known as the renew-
al energy feed in tariff; if the programme is based on a fixed feed in tariff mechanism rather than 
competitive tendering; the number of applications made under this scheme since that approval; 
the numbers that have been approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22156/13]

14/05/2013WRQ00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I understand that the Deputy’s question relates only to the REFIT 2 scheme.  REFIT 2 follows 
on from REFIT 1.  It is designed to accommodate new renewable generation built from the start 
of 2010 to the end of 2017 and its aim is to ensure sufficient new renewable electricity plant is 
built to make a significant contribution to our legally binding 2020 target under the Renewable 
Electricity Directive 2009/28/EC. 

The European Commission approved the State Aid Application for the REFIT 2 renewable 
energy support scheme on 12th January 2012.  The maximum capacity for which approval was 
obtained was 4000MW.  The programme is based on a fixed feed in tariff mechanism and not 
competitive tendering.  

The number of applications made to the REFIT 2 scheme since its approval by the European 
Commission is 45.  The number of applications that have been approved by my Department is 
43.

REFIT operates by providing certainty to project developers of a minimum price for elec-
tricity exported to the grid over a 15 year period.  The initial capital outlay for new renewable 
projects is significant and the certainty provided by REFIT ensures developers can finance debt 
that is repayable over the period.

14/05/2013WRQ00550Public Service Obligation Services

14/05/2013WRQ00600398. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the public service obligation of RTÉ extends to the dissemination of public in-
formation on its Aertel services; if public information provided by local authorities should be 
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provided by RTÉ as part of its public service obligation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22177/13]

14/05/2013WRQ00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
RTÉ is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit and obligations are set 
out in Section 114 of the Broadcasting Act 2009. In particular, section 114(1)(b) of the Broad-
casting Act 2009 provides that, as one of its objects, RTÉ shall establish and maintain a website 
and teletext services in connection with the other services of RTÉ.

The obligation in regard to teletext services is met through RTÉ’s Aertel service and this 
service provides a wide range of public information. The decision as to the extent and breadth 
of the public information to be provided on the service is, however, a matter for RTÉ in the 
context of its editorial independence.

14/05/2013WRQ00750Energy Conservation

14/05/2013WRQ00800399. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the way the national energy efficiency action plan can contribute to reducing 
energy bills for consumers, businesses and the public sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22261/13]

14/05/2013WRQ00900409. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will provide an update on the progress achieved to date for energy efficiency 
improvements across the public sector as committed to in the national energy efficiency action 
plan. [22910/13]

14/05/2013WRQ01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 399 and 409 together.

The Deputy will be aware I published the second National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
(NEEAP) on 28 February last, which reaffirms Ireland’s commitment to a 20% energy savings 
target in 2020 in pursuit of our EU obligations.  This is equivalent to 31,925 Gigawatt hours 
(GWh) or a reduction in annual CO2 emissions of around 7.7 Mega tonnes (Mt).  Recognising 
that Government must lead by example, we are committed to achieving a 33% reduction in 
public sector energy use by 2020.  

The second Action Plan follows a similar approach to its predecessor, identifying realisable 
but ambitious actions across six areas: Public Sector, Residential, Business, Transport, Energy 
Supply, and Cross-Sectoral.  The Plan contains 97 actions, each of which will play a part in 
securing a more sustainable energy future for Ireland.  Of the 97 actions, the following five will 
play an integral role in the delivery of the national target:  

1. In the Public sector, we will introduce a series of obligations on public sector bodies to 
address consumption, procurement and reporting of energy use.  

As part of our Action Plan for Jobs commitments, we will issue in June this year a mandate 
to public sector organisations with an annual energy spend of €500,000 or more, to go to the 
market to identify solutions for the delivery of energy reduction services.  In 2010-2011 the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and my Department developed and launched a 
comprehensive monitoring and reporting system to record each individual public body’s prog-
ress towards the 33% target.  A database of over 30,000 meters has been established to enable 
the accurate gathering of public sector data.  This database is being developed with linkages to 
the National Procurement service and will lead to better procurement of energy supplies for the 
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public sector.  A report on public sector consumption will be published later this year.  

2. We will institute a national Energy Performance Contracting (EPC) process to deliver in-
novative models of retrofitting and financing of energy efficiency measures in the commercial 
and public sectors.  

Work on the National Energy Performance Contracting Policy Framework, which will stan-
dardise energy performance contracting in Ireland and provide a robust process for establish-
ing investment-ready projects, is well advanced and the first version of the Framework will be 
published shortly.  The Framework will be underpinned by an Energy Efficiency Fund, to which 
Government has already committed €35 million in the 2013 Budget as seed capital. 

3. We will introduce an appropriate Pay-As-You-Save (PAYS) model for Ireland to replace 
existing exchequer supports for domestic and non-domestic energy efficiency upgrade mea-
sures.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to roll out a Better Energy Financ-
ing (formerly known as Pay-As-You-Save) energy retrofit scheme for domestic buildings after 
2013.  The Better Energy Financing (BEF) model proposes that the current suite of Exchequer 
funded grants for energy efficiency measures, excluding the low-income housing retrofit pro-
gramme, will be replaced by a new financing scheme open to the residential and non-residential 
sectors.  This scheme will allow consumers to secure upfront financing for energy efficiency 
upgrades, the repayment of which will be funded from savings on their energy bill generated 
from the retrofit.

My Department has put in place a project team to design a replacement retrofit financing 
scheme under the direction of a Project Board representing key state and industry stakeholders.  
Project resources have been drawn from industry experts and elsewhere in the public sector.  It 
is planned that the design of the scheme will be developed over the coming months and that a 
public consultation process will be undertaken later this year.  

4. The Better Energy programme will deliver energy efficiency improvements across a num-
ber of sectors including energy saving targets for energy suppliers.  

The NEEAP emphasises the role of market actors in facilitating the delivery of energy sav-
ings, with the introduction of energy saving targets for energy suppliers a key measure under-
pinning the delivery of the 2020 energy saving target.  A move to a market-based programme is 
a logical step in mainstreaming energy efficiency within the energy supply sector in line with 
EU ambitions.  

To date 18 energy supply companies have signed voluntary energy savings agreements, 
with a programmatic target of 875GWh for the period 2011-2013.  I am currently considering 
proposals for the period beyond 2013.

5. A Cross-Departmental Implementation Group will soon be established to ensure that all 
the actions contained in this Plan are delivered.  

The Implementation Group, chaired by my Department, has been established and is meeting 
quarterly to ensure delivery of the actions contained in the NEEAP.  It comprises representa-
tives from a number of key stakeholders who are responsible for leading or supporting the 
progression of key sectoral actions in pursuit of our NEEAP goals.  The Implementation Group 
will report to Government regularly on progress.  

Should all measures detailed in the plan reach their full potential by 2020 it is estimated 
that a potential reduction in energy spend across all sectors of approximately €2.36 billion (at 



Questions - Written Answers

170

2011 prices) will be realised.  A very significant element of this will be Exchequer savings in 
the public sector.

14/05/2013WRQ01050Job Creation Issues

14/05/2013WRQ01100400. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will outline the way he is supporting the Digital Hub Development Agency 
and the National Digital Research Centre; the potential for these services to create jobs in the 
digital enterprise sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22349/13]

14/05/2013WRQ01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Digital Hub currently supports approximately 64 companies which between them employ 
over 805 people, making a significant contribution to job creation.  The DHDA provides com-
panies in the digital media sector with support to survive and grow.  More than 160 companies 
have been located at the Digital Hub since 2003.  The Digital Hub’s most recent Annual Report 
(2011) shows that client companies generated a total turnover of €34 million, of which €25 
million was in exports and had a total payroll of approximately €30 million, generating payroll 
taxes of over €12 million.  Many companies previously based there have gone on to notable 
success and expansion with resulting job creation, including Amazon, Havok, Houghton Miflin, 
Daft.ie and PopCap.  

The Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) is currently funded by a combination of 
Exchequer subvention, commercial income and sponsorship.  This year the DHDA will receive 
an Exchequer subvention of €2.49m.  

As part of its overall plans to reduce the number of State agencies, the Government has 
decided to merge the Digital Hub with Dublin City Council.  While obviously this will result in 
some annual savings to the Exchequer, it also provides a very good strategic fit for both organi-
sations given their respective clear focus on supporting digital development.  

The National Digital Research Centre (NDRC) has been funded since 2007 by my Depart-
ment through a Concession Agreement, with the aim of translating research-based projects in 
the digital enterprise sector to market-ready stage.

I am informed by the NDRC that ventures set up from its projects have created 250 jobs 
to date in the digital enterprise sector.  NDRC ventures have received follow-on investment 
of €16m to date and their market valuation has reached almost €40m.  Support is provided by 
the NDRC for ventures by way of mentoring and development as well as share capital in some 
instances.  

Following a strategic review of the NDRC last year, I have decided to extend the Conces-
sion Agreement, for another 5 years.  Discussions on the details of this are currently on-going 
between my officials and NDRC Board and management in this regard.

I expect that both NDRC and the DHDA will continue to play an important role in assisting 
Government supporting digital entrepreneurship and increasing overall digital adoption rates in 
business and the community at large.

14/05/2013WRQ01250Payable Orders

14/05/2013WRQ01300401. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will reissue an out of date payable order by his Department to a person 
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(details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22428/13]

14/05/2013WRQ01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This matter relates to a payment which was made when my Department had responsibility for 
Marine functions.  These functions have since transferred to the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.  I have passed these details to that Department and asked them to reply directly 
to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRQ01450International Agreements

14/05/2013WRQ01500402. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if his attention has been drawn to the proposed comprehensive economic and 
trade agreement between the EU and Canada that would grant energy companies far reaching 
powers to challenge regulations governing shale gas exploration; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22494/13]

14/05/2013WRQ01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Fergus 
O’Dowd): I understand that under the EU’s Common Commercial Policy, the EU Commission 
is responsible for negotiations on the EU - Canada Free Trade Agreement, commonly referred 
to as the CETA.  I am advised that negotiations are still underway on this agreement and that 
the EU and its Member States will continue to be free to legislate for legitimate public policy 
reasons in a non-discriminatory way.

14/05/2013WRQ01650Seismic Surveys

14/05/2013WRQ01700403. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the amount his Department spent on seismic surveys in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to 
date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22743/13]

14/05/2013WRQ01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Fergus 
O’Dowd): During the period 1 January 2010 to date my Department has not incurred expendi-
ture on the conducting of seismic surveys.

Active promotion and research are important elements of Ireland’s offshore hydrocarbon 
strategy.  In that regard my Department is currently in the process of commissioning an exten-
sive regional seismic acquisition programme over a number of Ireland’s major Atlantic basins 
during the course of 2013. 

The data from this survey will be used by the Department to promote further investment in 
the Irish offshore in future hydrocarbon exploration licensing rounds and will also provide an 
important input to research projects aimed at deepening understanding of the petroleum poten-
tial of the Irish offshore.

14/05/2013WRQ01850Television Licence Fee Yield

14/05/2013WRQ01900404. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the amount his Department receives from the television licence fee; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22744/13]

14/05/2013WRQ02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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In 2012 my Department received €215m in respect of television licence fee sales and ‘free’ 
licences issued by the Department of Social Protection.

As the Deputy will be aware, An Post receives a portion of licence fee revenue to cover the 
cost of its activities as the Minister’s issuing and collecting agent for TV licences.

Under the provisions of the Broadcasting Act 2009, 7% of net licence fee revenue is distrib-
uted to the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) for onward distribution via the Broadcast-
ing Funding Scheme to assist independent producers and broadcasters in the development of 
appropriate audiovisual and sound broadcasting programmes, as well as archiving projects. The 
remaining funds are distributed to the public service broadcasters, RTÉ and TG4. 

My Department does not retain any of the TV licence fee funds, which are fully distributed 
upon receipt.

14/05/2013WRQ02050Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRQ02100405. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in 
bodies under the aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than 
€20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, 
€60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 
to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to 
€250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to 
€450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, and more than €500,000. [22785/13]

14/05/2013WRQ02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The information requested by the Deputy, in respect of my Department, is outlined as follows:

Salary Band Number of Staff
 0 – 20K 6
20K - 30K 23
30K - 40K 45
40K - 50K 53
 50K - 60K 42
60K - 70K 20
70K - 80K 22
80K- 90K 16
90K -100K 12
100K- 125K 5
125K – 150K 4
150K – 175K N/A
175K – 200K 1
No member of staff in my Department is paid a salary greater than €200,000.

Information in respect of bodies and agencies under the aegis of my Department is a day to 
day matter for those organisations and my Department does not have the information sought by 
the Deputy.
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14/05/2013WRQ02250Tailings Management

14/05/2013WRQ02300406. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update in the future of Silvermines tailing ponds, County Tip-
perary; the way negotiations are proceeding with the landowner of the site; if there is a time-
frame for when the State will gain responsibility for the site; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22802/13]

14/05/2013WRQ02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Fergus 
O’Dowd): As the Deputy knows, I am very aware of the issues surrounding the Gortmore Tail-
ings Management Facility in the Silvermines area.  Following my visit to the area and meetings 
with interested parties, my Department retained the services of expert agricultural advisors to 
conduct negotiations with the landowner.  I am sure that the Deputy will understand that this 
is a sensitive process requiring adherence to statutory procedures and that I am not therefore at 
liberty to divulge precise details at the present.  The Deputy may be assured, however, that the 
matter is being actively pursued with a view to conclusion within a reasonable period of time.  
I would expect that the tailings management facility will be appropriately managed and moni-
tored on behalf of the State in the future.

14/05/2013WRQ02450Broadband Services Provision

14/05/2013WRQ02500407. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the percentage of residents in County Louth that currently have access to broadband; 
the steps that are being taken to rectify this problem and provide for broadband availability 
across the entire county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22859/13]

14/05/2013WRQ02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-regu-
lated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, who provide services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Louth, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene, as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) and 
the Rural Broadband Scheme, to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the com-
petitive market has failed to deliver such services, NBS services are available within 1 of the 42 
Electoral Divisions in County Louth, (Creggan Upper ED 147012).

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
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vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important 
milestone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department has appointed ex-
perts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment.  Intensive 
technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be on-going 
throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including County Louth as well as all rural areas in Ireland, will have at least 30Mbps 
connectivity, through public or private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband 
Plan.

14/05/2013WRQ02650Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRQ02700408. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political-ministerial 
appointee for the period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minis-
ter of State; if such payments were made to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the 
amounts for the same period. [22871/13]

14/05/2013WRQ02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The amount of overtime paid in the case of political/Ministerial appointees from June 2007 to 
date in 2013 relative to my Department is as follows:

Minister Term of Office Staff Paid Overtime Cost €
Mr. Pat Rabbitte TD, 
Minister

March 2011 to date Personal Assistant-
Personal Secretary

22,2251,838

No overtime payments were made to the Secretary General or Special Advisers engaged 
during this period.

  Question No. 409 answered with Question No. 399.

14/05/2013WRQ02950Better Energy Homes Scheme Expenditure

14/05/2013WRQ03000410. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will confirm the level of funding which householders applied for under the better 
energy homes scheme and the better energy warmer homes scheme in 2012; the way these fig-
ures compare with 2011 and the amount available to the schemes in 2013. [22926/13]

14/05/2013WRQ03100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy Homes and the Better Energy Warmer Homes schemes are administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland under the Better Energy Programme.  

The Better Energy Homes scheme provides support to homeowners towards the installation 
of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades including solar thermal with the works 
being undertaken by privately appointed contractors.  

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
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to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty.  The scheme is delivered through a 
combination of SEAI appointed Community Based Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a 
panel of private contractors in order to ensure national coverage and via an area based approach.  
Measures available include; draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets for hot water 
tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are free of charge to the customer.  

The following tables outline the number of homes completed and the value of the grants 
received for both schemes:

Better Energy 
Homes

No. of homes com-
pleted

Value of applications 
drawn down (€m)

Budget Allocation 
(€m)

2011 47, 716 57.6 -
2012 26, 185 28.9 -
2013 (to end April) 5, 087 4.5 18

Better Energy Warm-
er Homes

No. of homes com-
pleted

Value of applications 
drawn down(€m)

Budget Allocation 
(€m)

2011 20, 388 20.2 -
2012 12, 175 20.5 -
2013 (to end April) 2, 292 2 17
In relation to the Warmer Homes scheme the Deputy may wish to note that the bulk of ex-

penditure under this scheme takes place in the second half of the year.

In respect of the Better Energy Homes Scheme, I am advised by the SEAI that the principle 
reason for the decline in applications relates to the downturn in consumption.  Dependent on 
the particular application, homeowners are required in general to put up matching funds of the 
order of two to one.  The Programme for Government requires the transition in 2014 from the 
existing Better Energy Scheme to a type of Pay As You Save model.

14/05/2013WRQ03150EU Directives

14/05/2013WRQ03200411. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will outline the progress made in transposing the energy efficiency directive ad-
opted by the European Council and Parliament in October 2012; the steps that will be required 
to complete the transposition and the timeframe, for the transposition’s completion. [22927/13]

14/05/2013WRQ03300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Energy Efficiency Directive, which replaces the Cogeneration Directive (2004/8/EC) and 
the Energy Services Directive (2006/32/EC), was formally adopted by the Council of Ministers 
and European Parliament in October 2012.  This Directive translates elements of the European 
Efficiency Plan into binding measures on Member States, in response to the Commission’s as-
sessment that the EU is unlikely to achieve its energy efficiency target of 20% primary energy 
savings by 2020 based on the current policy mix. While there are no binding targets in the 
Directive there are a number of binding measures.  A review of each Member State’s progress 
towards the European 20% objective will take place in 2014.

Member States have 18 months to transpose the Directive, with a transposition deadline of 
5 June 2014. However, there are a number of policy decisions and reporting requirements to be 
notified to the Commission in advance of the transposition deadline. The first of these, a report 
on the indicative national target for energy efficiency, was due by 30 April 2013. This report, 
confirming Ireland’s 20% national target, and sectoral target of 33% for the public sector, was 
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sent to the Commission in advance of the deadline.

A series of subgroups have been set up with relevant stakeholders in order to progress the 
transposition of the Directive, with a formal consultation on the transposition and implementa-
tion of the Directive expected over the summer months.

14/05/2013WRQ03350Energy Conservation

14/05/2013WRQ03400412. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he woll report on the progress made in designing and finalising proposals for a do-
mestic financing mechanism to stimulate energy efficiency projects as outlined in the green 
economy section of the jobs action plan for 2013. [22928/13]

14/05/2013WRQ03500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy Homes 
Scheme under the Better Energy Programme.  Better Energy Homes provides a financial incen-
tive to private homeowners who wish to improve the energy performance of their homes.  Fixed 
grants are provided towards the cost of a range of measures including attic insulation, wall in-
sulation, heating systems upgrades, solar thermal panels and accompanying BER.  

The National Energy Efficiency Action Plan and the Programme for Government include 
a commitment to roll out a Better Energy Financing (formerly known as Pay-As-You-Save) 
energy retrofit scheme for domestic buildings after 2013.  The Better Energy Financing (BEF) 
model proposes that the current suite of Exchequer funded grants for energy efficiency mea-
sures, excluding the low-income housing retrofit programme, will be replaced by a new financ-
ing scheme open to households and commercial operators.  

The key benefit to the homeowner of such a financing mechanism is that the scheme will 
allow them to secure upfront financing for energy efficiency upgrades to their homes, and in 
the process remove one of the key energy efficiency barriers.  The consumer will also benefit 
through the creation of a robust quality assurance process that will protect consumers and en-
sure high-quality workmanship.  

My Department has put in place a project team to design a replacement retrofit financing 
scheme under the direction of a Project Board representing key state and industry stakeholders.  
Project resources have been drawn from industry experts and elsewhere in the public sector.  It 
is planned that the design of the scheme will be developed over the coming months and that a 
public consultation process will be undertaken in quarter three of this year. 

14/05/2013WRQ03550Telecommunications Services Provision

14/05/2013WRQ03600413. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the up to date position in relation to Electric Ireland’s joint venture on fibre deploy-
ment here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23008/13]

14/05/2013WRQ03700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I understand that ESB is currently considering the prospect of utilising its network to rollout 
fibre services.  To this end, it sought expressions of interest in 2012 for a joint venture with the 
telecommunications sector. This process has not yet been completed and I await a detailed pro-
posal from the company in this regard.

The ESB proposition is just one of a number of encouraging developments in Ireland’s tele-
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communications market. I note with interest that a number of fixed line and wireless broadband 
operators are now rolling out improved broadband services across Ireland.

14/05/2013WRQ03750Broadband Services Provision

14/05/2013WRQ03800414. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the level of broadband telecommunications infrastructure available in Bailieboro, 
County Cavan and the area serviced by the telephone exchange in that town; the proposals, if 
any, there are to upgrade this broadband connectivity; when such upgrading will be undertaken; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23033/13]

14/05/2013WRQ03900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-regu-
lated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, who provide services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Cavan, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.  Decisions 
by private operators relating to investment in infrastructure, including the upgrading of tele-
phone exchanges, are taken purely on commercial grounds, having regard to the cost of service 
provision and the anticipated revenue returns from any such investment.  You will appreciate, 
therefore, that I do not have a role in this regard.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme.  NBS services are available within 45 of the 
93 Electoral Divisions in County Cavan, the list of which is set out below.  

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.  

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.  

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important 
milestone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department has appointed ex-
perts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment.  Intensive 
technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be on-going 
throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.  

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.  

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including Bailieboro in County Cavan, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity, through 
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public or private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

National Broadband Scheme (NBS)

Electoral Divisions (ED) covered by NBS in Co. Cavan

ED Name ED Reference No.
ARDUE ED 27001
BALLYMACHUGH ED 27009
BALLYMAGAURAN ED 27010
BAWNBOY ED 27011
BENBRACK ED 27014
BILBERRY ED 27015
CANNINGSTOWN ED 27018
CARN ED 27019
CARRAFIN ED 27021
CASTLERAHAN ED 27022
CASTLESAUNDERSON ED 27023
COOTEHILL RURAL ED 27027
CORR ED 27029
CORRANEARY ED 27030
CROSSBANE ED 27031
CROSSDONEY ED 27032
DERRYLAHAN ED 27037
DERRYNANANTA ED 27038
DIAMOND ED 27039
DOOGARY ED 27040
DRUMANESPICK ED 27042
DRUMCARN ED 27044
DRUMLUMMAN ED 27045
DUNMAKEEVER ED 27047
KILBRIDE ED 27052
KILCOGY ED 27053
KILGOLAGH ED 27055
National Broadband Scheme (NBS)

Electoral Divisions (ED) Covered by the NBS in Co. Cavan

ED Name ED Reference No.
KILL ED 27056
KILLINKERE ED 27059
KINAWLEY ED 27062
KNAPPAGH ED 27064
LARAH SOUTH       ED 27066
LISAGOAN ED 27067
LISSANOVER ED 27068
LOUGHDAWAN ED 27069
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ED Name ED Reference No.
MILLTOWN   ED 27071
MUNTERCONNAUGHT ED 27074
PEDARAVOHERS ED 27075
REDHILL ED 27077
SKEAGH ED 27080
SPRINGFIELD         ED 27081
TEMPLEPORT ED 27086
TERMON ED 27087
TIRCAHAN ED 27088
WATERLOO ED 27093

14/05/2013WRQ03950Energy Schemes

14/05/2013WRQ04000415. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will confirm the uptake of the energy efficiency retrofit fund which was announced 
as part of Budget 2013; and if he will indicate how successful the planned leveraging of funds 
from the private sector, in order to match the contribution from his Department, has been. 
[23063/13]

14/05/2013WRQ04100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Energy Efficiency Fund (the Fund) will be established to provide finance to energy effi-
ciency initiatives in the public and private sectors.  The aim is to attract matching funding from 
the private sector, such that the overall amount available for investment is greater than €70 
million.  

NewERA has been asked by Government to coordinate establishment of the Fund and en-
sure it is appropriately managed.  It has recently concluded an extensive period of engagement 
with sector participants and parties with experience in making and managing investments in the 
energy efficiency sector.  

My Department is currently evaluating a number of issues associated with the Fund’s estab-
lishment, including important legal considerations.  I anticipate being in a position to make an 
announcement on the Fund in the near future.

14/05/2013WRQ04150Electric Vehicle Grants

14/05/2013WRQ04200416. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will confirm the amount of grant funding, as well as the estimated number of ve-
hicles purchased, under the two-year grant support scheme for the procurement of both battery 
electric vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles administered by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland which was scheduled to conclude in April 2013; and if there are any plans 
to extend the existing scheme or replace it with a new scheme. [23064/13]

14/05/2013WRQ04300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A €1 million capital allocation has been made in my Department’s 2013 budget for grants 
towards the purchase of new electric vehicles and the Electric Vehicle Grant Scheme will con-
tinue this year as long as this funding remains available. To date in 2013, 14 grants totalling 
€67,600 have been allocated and there are 11 further grants awaiting payment.
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Since the scheme was introduced in April 2011, grants have been provided for 240 vehicles 
at a cost of just over €1 million.

14/05/2013WRQ04350Household Charge Liability

14/05/2013WRQ04400417. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the person liable to pay the €100 household tax for 2012 in respect of a deceased 
person; if the executor of the estate is responsible for same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22266/13]

14/05/2013WRQ04500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. The Act contains provisions which address circumstances in which a 
person who is the sole owner of a residential property dies. Section 4 of the Act provides that 
the personal representative, such as the executor, of the deceased person is not, in respect of that 
residential property, liable to pay the Household Charge relating to a year in which the liability 
date falls after the date of death of the deceased person and before the date of issue of a grant of 
representation to the estate of the deceased person.

Section 7 of the Act provides that t he personal representative of a deceased person is, as 
soon as a grant of representation to the estate of the deceased person issues to him or her, liable 
to pay to the relevant local authority the full amount due and owing by the deceased person, at 
the date of his or her death, in r espect of the Household Charge. 

14/05/2013WRQ04550Tax Code

14/05/2013WRQ04600418. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the correct road tax category for agricultural tractor and trailer combinations 
used for the general carriage of goods by road for hire or reward; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22286/13]

14/05/2013WRQ04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The annual rate of motor tax for tractors used for the general carriage of goods by road 
for hire or reward is €333. The motor tax is not based on the combination of tractor and trailer.

14/05/2013WRR00150Motor Tax Collection

14/05/2013WRR00200419. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has considered replacing the annual car taxation with an additional levy 
on fuel; if he has reports or figures available to evaluate the levy imposed on fuel to make up 
the shortfall if the annual car tax was abolished; the advantages and disadvantage he would 
envisage arising out of this proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22317/13]

14/05/2013WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have no function in relation to any levy, such as excise duty, placed on motor fuels, as 
this is a matter for the Minister for Finance.  Motor tax receipts for 2012 were in excess of €1bn. 
It is estimated that, in order to raise a similar amount from motor fuels, an increase in excise for 
a litre of petrol and auto diesel in the order of 28-30 cent, inclusive of Value Added Tax, would 
be required.
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I have no plans currently to seek to replace the current system of motor tax with additional 
taxation on motor fuel. In developing any such proposal, I would be conscious that such a 
move may be simpler to administer; would create a more direct relationship between use of 
the vehicle and the costs, with potential environmental benefits; and free up staff in licensing 
authorities, the Courts Service and time spent on enforcement by An Garda Síochána. I have 
not quantified these benefits in monetary or other terms, and nor have I quantified the potential 
disadvantages, which include the impact on inflation and economic competitiveness; the higher 
costs under a pay-as-you-drive system on goods vehicles and other high usage and high mileage 
vehicles, such as public service vehicles and buses; the other distributional effects, including 
on those with longer distances to commute; the extent to which this would impact on cross-
Border fuel purchasing, further depressing the tax base and requiring a compensatory adjust-
ment, either in further increases in fuel prices or elsewhere in the tax system, to make up the 
shortfall; the potential forward extent of increased fuel laundering; and the costs and modalities 
for maintaining a robust and accurate National Vehicle and Driver File to ensure compliance 
with roadworthiness testing, insurance certification and other traffic controls such as penalty 
points and fixed charge offences.

14/05/2013WRR00350Nitrates Action Programme Implementation

14/05/2013WRR00400420. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he intends to seek a derogation or a variation from the Nitrates Directive to 
allow slurry spreading dates based on suitable weather rather than fixed dates; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22536/13]

14/05/2013WRR00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Set closed periods for the spreading of fertilisers, including slurry, is a requirement of the 
Nitrates Directive and is mandatory in every Member State.  The purpose of closed periods is 
to protect ground and surface water bodies, including drinking water sources, by prohibiting 
the application of fertilisers when such application poses an unacceptable risk to water courses.  
Good agricultural practice involves the application of fertilisers as early as practicable in the 
growing season in order to maximise the uptake of nutrients by crops and to minimise pollution 
to water.

The closed periods in Ireland were decided following extensive consultation and were dis-
cussed with farming bodies and the European Commission at the time.  They extend from 15 
October to 12, 15 or 31 January depending on location in the country.  The Nitrates Directive 
is given effect by the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of 
Waters) Regulations 2010, commonly known as the Nitrates Regulations.  In accordance with 
the Nitrates Directive, the Nitrates Action Programme falls due for review this year.  A com-
prehensive public consultation process has been initiated and will close on 12 June 2013.  All 
submissions received on foot of this consultation will be given full consideration by me and my 
colleague the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

14/05/2013WRR00550Nuclear Plants

14/05/2013WRR00600421. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on An Taisce’s legal challenge to a nuclear plant being built on the Bris-
tol Channel in the UK; if his Department has had any consultation with the UK Government in 
relation to this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22813/13]
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14/05/2013WRR00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): While not having a nuclear power industry, it is Ireland’s position that, where a State 
chooses to develop a nuclear power industry, this should be done in accordance with the highest 
international standards with respect to safety and environmental protection. Ireland’s priority is 
the safety of the Irish people and the protection of our environment, including the shared marine 
environment of the Irish Sea. 

The UK published its draft Energy National Policy Statement in November 2009, which 
signalled its intention to construct ten new nuclear power stations at sites judged as potentially 
suitable. This was subsequently revised in October 2010 when the number of planned stations 
was reduced to eight, following the dropping of two sites originally proposed for Cumbria, near 
the existing Sellafield facility.  Since the original announcement in 2009, Ireland has written 
twice at ministerial level to the UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change outlining 
concerns about potential environmental impacts in Ireland and in the Irish Sea. The key issues 
of concern include the assessments by the UK of effects on the environment, management of 
radioactive waste, and the rationale underpinning the proposed justification decision for new 
nuclear facilities. This engagement at ministerial level has been supported and informed by a 
continuing dialogue at official level where Irish officials engage, and raise concerns where ap-
propriate, with UK counterparts directly engaged in the development and implementation of 
the plans. 

I note the legal proceedings being brought by An Taisce in relation to Hinkley Point and 
I respect the rights of An Taisce, as an independent body, to take such a course of action. The 
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII), in accordance with its statutory advisory 
role to the Government, was requested by my Department to complete an assessment of the po-
tential radiological impacts on Ireland from the programme of new nuclear power plants in the 
UK, including the plant at Hinkley Point. This assessment will consider both routine operations 
and a range of postulated accident scenarios at the plants. I understand that the Report will be 
completed imminently, and will be made publicly available. I am advised that the RPII will then 
provide briefings for interested parties. I will consider the position having read the RPII report.

Finally, under the EURATOM Treaty the UK was required to satisfy the European Com-
mission that the development at Hinkley Point would not be likely to result in radioactive 
contamination of the water, soil or airspace of another Member State. In that context, a Com-
mission opinion, issued in February 2012, considered that under normal operating conditions, 
the discharges of liquid and gaseous radioactive effluents are not likely to cause an exposure 
of the population in another Member State that is significant from the point of view of health.

14/05/2013WRR00750Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

14/05/2013WRR00800422. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the major collective effect of the cuts to 
housing adaption grant for children and adults with a disability; and if he will reverse these cuts. 
[22823/13]

14/05/2013WRR00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The difficulties facing the State’s finances and the neces-
sity to reduce public expenditure to sustainable levels are impacting on capital programmes all 
across the public service, including my Department’s housing capital programme. The level of 
capital funding available has decreased significantly in recent years along the lines highlighted 
in the Medium Term Exchequer Framework for Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-
2016. As a result, capital spending on housing programmes is subject to constraint over the 



14 May 2013

183

short-term.

On 22 February 2013, I announced capital allocations to local authorities under the suite of 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability amounting to €42.750 million. In allocat-
ing the available funding across all 34 city and county councils I did so in as transparent and 
as fair a way as possible.  In framing the 2013 allocations, my Department wrote to each local 
authority requesting details of the numbers and value of grants where work had been approved 
to commence. Between them, local authorities reported contractual commitments in respect of 
approved grants totalling €18 million.  This year I allocated local authorities the full amount of 
their contractual commitments.  The balance of the available funding was allocated on the basis 
of each authority’s share of the new applications on hand in January 2013.

In order to deal with any acute or particular difficulty which might arise in the operation of 
the schemes over the course of the year I have set aside a small capital reserve. I recently ap-
proved supplementary allocations totalling €1.2 million for 13 local authorities.  I will consider 
further applications from local authorities where similar difficulties arise.

14/05/2013WRR00950Local and Community Development Programme Project Funding

14/05/2013WRR01000423. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the success of the employment services deliv-
ered through the local and community development programme; the number of beneficiaries in 
2012; and the projected number for 2013. [23059/13]

14/05/2013WRR01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The objective of the Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP) is to tackle 
poverty and social exclusion through partnership and constructive engagement between Gov-
ernment, and its agencies, and people in disadvantaged communities. It is a key tool of Gov-
ernment in providing supports for the ‘harder to reach’ in the most disadvantaged areas and 
communities.  Given the current economic situation and the high level of unemployment, the 
LCDP is more relevant than ever insofar as it creates employment opportunities and gives those 
most distant from the labour market the skills to access training and jobs. The Programme has 
four high level goals focusing on supporting activities that enhance access to services, provides 
education and lifelong learning supports for individuals, employment supports for individuals 
and supports for community development activities.  

Goal 3 of the LCDP is the primary goal that delivers employment services. Approximately 
40% of the LCDP budget is allocated to the goal, and under it, a range of services are delivered 
and supported.  These are diverse and range from employment mediation supports, programmes 
to reduce youth unemployment, actions designed to engage with employers to promote local 
job opportunities, labour market focused education and training supports, supports for social 
enterprise, and the delivery of services for individuals who are seeking to set up their own busi-
ness.  

The Programme is delivered at a local level by the national network of local development 
companies (LDCs).  Pobal, who manage the day to day operation of the LCDP, have advised 
that the assessment of the 2013 LCDP Plans of the LDCs is on-going. However, it is anticipated 
that outputs and outcomes for the LCDP in 2013 will be broadly similar to those achieved 
in 2012. The total caseload for the programme in 2012 was 47,792 individuals. The system 
utilised by Pobal to record performance information of LDCs in delivering the LCDP provided 
the following output statistics:



Questions - Written Answers

184

Employment services related indicator Number of people recorded as benefiting 
Individuals who were recorded as receiving 
Goal 3 supports

32,923

Individuals supported to access employment 1,370
Individuals supported to access self-em-
ployment

5,684

Individuals supported to access work expe-
rience

289

Individuals engaged in labour market re-
lated education and training initiatives:

-

100% funded by others but with LCDP col-
laboration

3,234 (1,357 accredited & 1,877 unaccred-
ited)

100% funded by LCDP 8,796 (1,941 accredited and 6,855 unac-
credited)

Partly funded by LCDP 3,201 (1,372 accredited and 1,829 unac-
credited)

14/05/2013WRR01150Planning Issues

14/05/2013WRR01200424. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is a limit on the distance allowed between a petrol station and a 
school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22148/13]

14/05/2013WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no limit specified in planning legislation in rela-
tion to the distance between a petrol station and a school.

14/05/2013WRR01350Property Taxation Administration

14/05/2013WRR01400425. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in a situation where residential estates currently pay for the maintenance of 
their green areas, if the respective local authority will now undertake this task in view of the 
additional revenue gained through the collection of the local property tax; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22157/13]

14/05/2013WRR01500434. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the way he intends to distribute the remaining 20% of the revenue received 
from the local property tax in view of the concerns of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22401/13]

14/05/2013WRR01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 425 and 434 together.

Under section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014, the 
Minister for Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the 
Local Property Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year. Questions concerning the use 
of Local Property Tax revenue raised in 2013 should be directed to my colleague, the Minister 
for Finance.

The Government has indicated an intention to move, from 2014, to 80% retention of all 
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Local Property Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised. The remain-
ing 20% of the Tax collected nationally will be re-distributed on an equalised basis to local 
authorities within the context of the annual allocations of General Purpose Grants. It is a matter 
for each local authority to determine its own spending priorities in the context of the annual 
budgetary process having regard to both locally identified needs and available resources. The 
elected members of a local authority have direct responsibility in law for all reserved functions 
of the authority, which include adopting the annual budget, and are democratically accountable 
for all expenditure by the local authority.

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including a more sustainable and 
resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for 
the provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision making con-
cerning service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 
2015 will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and a strengthening of democracy 
at local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates. A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.  Specific queries concern-
ing planned usage of future Local Property Tax revenue should be directed to the relevant local 
authority.

14/05/2013WRR01650Local Authorities Management

14/05/2013WRR01700426. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a person who made representations to a local authority for assistance and 
funding has a right to have copies of the documentation on the decision process within the lo-
cal authority provided to them; if the local authority refuses to provide the information, if the 
person has any other avenue open to them to obtain the information that was collated in respect 
of their representation. [22161/13]

14/05/2013WRR01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department has issued guidelines to local authorities for dealing with customer com-
plaints. A copy of these guidelines can be downloaded from www.environ.ie.  Local authorities 
generally have put in place a multiple stage procedure for dealing with customer complaints, 
including the case of a refusal to release records.  The first stage generally is to discuss the com-
plaint at the point of service, as this is usually the quickest and most efficient way to address 
the matter.  If a complainant is unhappy with the outcome of the first stage a formal complaint 
can be made to the Authority’s Customer Services Officer.  If the matter is not resolved fol-
lowing this engagement with the local authority, it is open to the complainant to request copies 
of records under the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 – 2003, or where appropriate under 
the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 
2011, to bring the matter to the attention of the Office of the Ombudsman or the Office of the 
Information Commissioner or the Office of the Commissioner for Environmental Information, 
as appropriate.

14/05/2013WRR01850Local Development Companies

14/05/2013WRR01900427. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to his proposed break-up of the local development companies under 
the realignment programme, if any consultations took place with the development companies 
themselves, with the Directors or with the community based voluntary organisations throughout 
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the country who have benefited enormously from their administration of the EU programmes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22203/13]

14/05/2013WRR02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There are no plans to break up local development companies under the alignment pro-
cess. The reforms set out in Putting People First –   Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government are designed to secure greater collaboration across the breath of publicly-funded 
local development activity. This includes increased co-operation between local government and 
local development companies, in the interests of better targeting of resources, more sustainable 
administrative costs and more effective services.

In their report, the recommendations of which are incorporated in the Action Programme, 
the Alignment Steering Group recognised the key strengths of local development companies 
in areas such as service planning and delivery. A continued role for local development compa-
nies and other local entities is envisaged in the implementation of the various programmes. In 
terms of consultations, the Local Government/Local Development Alignment Steering Group 
met with and considered submissions from many local development companies and from other 
stakeholder groups. Since then, both I and my Department have met with a number of delega-
tions on behalf of local development companies. This has included both chief executive of-
ficers and directors of these companies. My Department engages with representatives of the 
community and voluntary sector on an on-going basis. The Irish Local Development Network 
is also a key participant in an Alignment Working Group that is assisting and advising on the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Alignment Steering Group. I met this group on 
two occasions in recent months.

14/05/2013WRR02050Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

14/05/2013WRR02100428. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide funding to Kerry County Council for group sewerage schemes 
in the county in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22222/13]

14/05/2013WRR02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.  In December 
2012 I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to €6,500 per house or 
75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of grant available was 
€2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level. My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding un-
der the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for group sewerage schemes which might be 
viable based on the increased grant.  Following an examination of the proposals received, with 
particular regard to the environmental justification provided, I approved grant assistance last 
March towards the following pilot schemes:

County Scheme Name Approved Grant 
Clare Woodview, Ennis €90,000
Kildare Boston Cottages €60,000
Kilkenny Toortane €105,000
Laois Derrymoyle €35,301
Leitrim Jamestown Rue €93,000
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County Scheme Name Approved Grant 
Offaly Military Road, Birr €39,000 
Westmeath Ballykeeran Big €84,500
Wexford Coolbawn / Ferns €14,083
TOTALS €520,884
Proposals for six group sewerage schemes were included in Kerry County Council’s request 

for funding under the Rural Water Programme. However, the proposals did not merit inclusion 
in the pilot programme on the basis of the environmental justification provided by the Council.  
Progress on the selected pilot schemes will be reviewed in due course with a view to deciding 
how best to proceed with the grant scheme.

14/05/2013WRR02250Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

14/05/2013WRR02300429. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Wexford County Council has 
suspended grants for the housing aid for older people grant scheme; the reason for same; if it 
is a funding issue are there further funds available from his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22244/13]

14/05/2013WRR02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 22 February 2013, I announced capital allocations 
to local authorities under the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability 
amounting to €42.750 million.  In allocating the available funding across all 34 city and county 
councils I did so in as transparent and as fair a way as possible.  In framing the 2013 alloca-
tions, my Department wrote to each local authority requesting details of the numbers and value 
of grants where work had been approved to commence.  Between them, local authorities re-
ported contractual commitments in respect of approved grants totally €18 million.  This year I 
allocated local authorities the full amount of their contractual commitments which, in the case 
of Wexford County Council, amounted to €43,480.  The balance of the available funding was 
allocated on the basis of each authority’s share of the new applications on hand in January 2013.  
This brought Wexford County Council’s overall allocation to €1,210,764.

In order to deal with any acute or particular difficulty which might arise in the operation of 
the schemes over the course of the year I have set aside a small capital reserve.  I recently ap-
proved supplementary allocations totalling €1.2 million for 13 local authorities.  I will consider 
further applications from local authorities where similar difficulties have arisen.  No such ap-
plication has so far been received from Wexford County Council.

14/05/2013WRR02450Local Government Reform

14/05/2013WRR02500430. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the AMAI Policy Document on Municipal District Councils; if he 
will give further consideration to the request of this Association to retain town councils; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22251/13]

14/05/2013WRR02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Action Programme for Effective Local Government - Putting People First, sets out 
Government decisions for a range of local government reform measures including the deci-
sion to replace town councils with a new comprehensive model of municipal governance to 
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strengthen local government within counties and address weaknesses and anomalies in the cur-
rent system.  The AMAI Policy Document on Municipal District Councils, issued in response 
to the Action Programme, is useful in providing an understanding of the perspective of the As-
sociation of Municipal Authorities of Ireland (AMAI).  However, it would be more appropriate 
and useful for the AMAI to develop sectoral positions and a joint response together with the 
Association of County & City Councils (ACCC) on matters in relation to the implementation 
of the Government’s Action Programme, as county councillors will have responsibility, from 
mid-2014 onwards, for the direction of their local authorities both at County Council and Mu-
nicipal District levels.  In the transition to the system where each county councillor will also be 
a councillor in respect of a Municipal District, there is a need for a close working relationship 
between the two Associations at this time.

The role that councillors can play in shaping structures and providing input into the imple-
mentation of the Government’s Action Programme is very important.  I have accordingly es-
tablished a Working Group for Engagement with Local Authority Representative Associations 
to provide a direct conduit for input and involvement by both the AMAI and the ACCC in the 
reform implementation process.  Discussions have taken place with the two associations on 
several of the issues addressed in the AMAI response to the Action Programme, and these dis-
cussions will continue.

14/05/2013WRR02650Environmental Protection Agency Governance

14/05/2013WRR02700431. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will use his power under section 21 (16) of the Environmental Protection 
Agency Act 1992 to remove the Director General of the EPA from her position following her 
public comments that the EPA will not be racing to prosecute business for not complying with 
environmental licences and regulations. [22298/13]

14/05/2013WRR02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 507 of 29 January 2013, which sets out the position 
in this matter.

14/05/2013WRR02850Housing for People with Disabilities

14/05/2013WRR02900432. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if Westmeath County Council will be involved in pilot projects to sup-
port persons with disabilities moving from institutional care to community based living during 
2013; if she will outline the way the sourcing and delivery of units will be managed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22346/13]

14/05/2013WRR03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Housing Strategy for People with a Disability 
2011–2016 provides for Government policy in relation to the deinstitutionalisation of people 
with physical, intellectual and mental health disabilities. The Strategy forms part of a coherent 
framework, in conjunction with the Government’s mental health policy, A Vision for Change 
and the Report of the HSE Working Group on Congregated Settings, to support people with 
disabilities within communities with maximum independence and choice.  Ring-fenced funding 
of €1 million is being made available within my Department to support the commencement of 
the transitioning process and will provide up to 150 new homes in the community for people 
with disabilities in 2013. The sourcing and delivery of the units, which will be through leasing 
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arrangements, is being managed by the Housing Agency.

To ensure the most effective use of the funding available, a small number of pilot projects 
are being progressed in 2013 by Cork City Council, Louth County Council, the Limerick Au-
thorities and Dublin City Council. Part of the ring-fenced funding is also available to support 
deinstitutionalisation projects outside of these pilot areas.  The Housing Agency is liaising 
directly with local authorities, local disability service providers and approved housing bodies 
to advance projects where people with disabilities are identified as ready to transition to the 
community in 2013 in line with their person centred plans.

14/05/2013WRR03050Leader Programmes Applications

14/05/2013WRR03100433. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a person in a Gaeltacht Údarás catchment area will be permitted to apply 
for Leader funding from a development partnership. [22350/13]

14/05/2013WRR03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): For the purposes of implementing the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 (RDP) 
and in the context of the Irish National Spatial Strategy, rural areas are defined as all parts of 
Ireland outside:

 - The City Council boundaries of Dublin, Cork, Galway, Waterford and Limerick;

 - The Borough Council boundaries of Kilkenny, Sligo and Wexford;

 - The Town Council boundaries of Athlone, Ballina, Castlebar, Cavan, Dundalk, Ennis, 
Killarney, Letterkenny, Mallow, Monaghan, Mullingar, Tralee, Tuam and Tullamore.

Outside of these areas any individual or community group resident in rural Ireland can apply 
for funding under the Axis 3&4 (LEADER) elements of the RDP and this includes all Gaeltacht 
areas outside of the towns and cities listed above.

With regard to the area referred to in the Question, the Local Development Company (LDC) 
dealing with this area is North Kerry LEADER Partnership and anyone seeking information on 
RDP funding should contact them. The contact details for all 35 LDCs contracted to deliver the 
RDP can be found on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie.  With regard to the Gaeltacht 
area of North Mayo, my Department is working to determine a delivery mechanism to ensure 
full coverage for all the Gaeltacht areas, including North Mayo, that is practical and complies 
with both national and EU regulations. I am confident that this process is nearing completion.

  Question No. 434 answered with Question No. 425.

14/05/2013WRR03350Priory Hall Development

14/05/2013WRR03400435. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on Priory Hall; and the reason he is not backing 
residents on Dublin City Council failings. [22406/13]

14/05/2013WRR03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I am supportive of the Priory Hall residents and my Department is supporting the efforts 
of Dublin City Council in that regard. The Department has previously assisted the Council, in 
consultation with NAMA, in securing alternative temporary accommodation for many of the 
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residents.

My Department has to date contributed in excess of €670,000 towards the costs necessarily 
incurred by Dublin City Council, in the context of a judgment of the High Court, in providing 
temporary accommodation for households evacuated from Priory Hall. The resolution process 
in respect of the problems associated with this development, which I understand is on-going, 
arose in the context of legal proceedings which were adjourned to afford relevant parties the op-
portunity to work together, under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice Finnegan (retired President of 
the High Court), to identify a way forward in relation to the complex problems at Priory Hall. 
Given that the matter is before the courts, it would be inappropriate for me to comment further 
other than to continue to urge all concerned to afford Mr. Justice Finnegan the opportunity to 
complete the task which he is undertaking.

Dublin City Council is the designated authority with powers to enforce the statutory re-
quirements arising under the Fire Safety Act, the Building Control Acts and the Planning and 
Development Acts, all of which are at issue in relation to Priory Hall. The Council is also the 
designated Housing Authority under the Housing Acts. Neither I nor my Department has a 
direct role or responsibility in relation to the exercise of these statutory responsibilities. I am 
aware of the significant efforts that have been made by the Council, with the assistance of my 
Department, to provide for the needs of residents to date and I understand that the Council will 
continue to work proactively on behalf of the residents towards achieving the much needed 
resolution of the issues at Priory Hall.

14/05/2013WRR03550Local Authority Housing Loans

14/05/2013WRR03600436. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline the benefits, if any, available to first time buyers from his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22440/13]

14/05/2013WRR03700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While the Government’s housing policy statement ac-
knowledges that home ownership is the preferred tenure option for the majority of households 
it also recognises that there are other households who either do not want or may not ever be 
in a position to own their home. Housing policy is therefore predicated on meeting need at a 
point in time based on household circumstances and not on favouring one tenure option over 
another through fiscal or other stimuli.  The Government is committed to supporting access to 
home ownership for lower to middle income households and the current range of paths to home 
ownership will remain in place in that regard.  Two types of house purchase loan are available 
from local authorities: standard annuity loans targeted at lower income first time buyers and 
those under the Home Choice Loan scheme which are available to qualifying middle income 
first time buyers affected by the “credit crunch”.  The terms and conditions governing the opera-
tion, including eligibility terms, of annuity mortgages and the Home Choice Loan are set out 
under the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009 and the Housing (Home Choice 
Loan) Regulations 2009 respectively. These are available on my Department’s website www.
environ.ie.

14/05/2013WRR03750Recycling Policy

14/05/2013WRR03800437. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he intends to update recycling regulations in order that the recycling of rubber, 
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including car tyres would fall under a similar scheme that came about as a result of the WEEE 
directive 2002/96/EC; the way heintends to go about introducing such a scheme; if he will out-
line any possible timeframe for such a scheme being introduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22470/13]

14/05/2013WRR03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In June 2012, I initiated a wide ranging review of the existing Producer Responsibility 
Initiatives in Ireland. The overall purpose of this review is to assess the nature and level of the 
challenges which are currently facing the existing Producer Responsibility Agreements as well 
as the forthcoming challenges that are expected to arise in the management of various waste 
streams. I anticipate that the findings and recommendations from the review will form the ba-
sis for the development of robust producer responsibility initiatives that will enable Ireland to 
operate successfully in meeting our domestic and EU environmental obligations in the medium 
to long term. 

In relation to tyres, the consultants undertaking the review were asked to carry out a funda-
mental examination of all aspects of the current system and make recommendations which are 
designed urgently to improve its operation and ensure that waste tyres are managed according 
to best environmental practice. Recommendations on how to manage the movement of tyres 
and waste tyres across the border to/from Northern Ireland in order to ensure that waste is 
properly managed and that data are accurately recorded were also requested. Any recommenda-
tions for future changes in this area, including consideration of the establishment of a system 
of arrangements in accordance with international best practice, will need to be supported by 
details setting out the necessary regulatory regime, operational requirements, self-compliance 
issues, information and awareness requirements and other relevant issues. The recommenda-
tions should also take account of the recently published North/South study on Waste Tyres.

I expect to receive the report from the consultants shortly and once I have considered its rec-
ommendations, my Department will make it available for consultation. The recommendations 
from the various report chapters will be considered and implemented in order of priority, with 
due regard to the implementation of Ireland’s broader waste policy – A Resource Opportunity 
– Waste Management Policy in Ireland - and the increasingly challenging EU requirements in a 
number of areas such as end-of-life vehicles, packaging, waste electrical and electronic equip-
ment and battery reuse, recovery and recycling.

14/05/2013WRR03950Planning Issues

14/05/2013WRR04000438. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide an update on the length of time it is currently taking An Bord 
Pleanála to hear appeals; the measures he has taken to alleviate this backlog; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22516/13]

14/05/2013WRR04100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An Bord Pleanála has a statutory objective to determine 
appeals and referrals within 18 weeks. The compliance rate with the statutory objective time 
period for normal planning appeals stood at 55% as of April 2013 and the average time taken 
was 21.8 weeks. To take account of the backlog of cases that had built up in the Board, I ap-
pointed 2 additional temporary Board Members for a 12 month period. This is already begin-
ning to impact on the throughput of cases with the number of cases disposed of in April up by 
113% over the same month in 2012.
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14/05/2013WRR04150Planning Issues

14/05/2013WRR04200439. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the role of the newly announced Planning Regulator; if there will be a clear 
and transparent method of appointment; if he intends to publicly advertise for the position to be 
appointed by him; the salary the position will command; the term length of the appointment; the 
frequency with which a person may be re-appointed to the position; if he envisages any further 
delay in An Bord Pleanála applications as a result of a secondment of staff to support the new 
Planning Regulator; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22526/13]

14/05/2013WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In line with the recommendation contained in the Final 
Report of the Mahon Tribunal, the Government approved proposals for the preparation of a new 
Planning and Development Bill at its meeting on 7 May 2013 to establish a new Office of the 
Planning Regulator (OPR).  The primary function of the OPR, which will be established as an 
independent corporate identity, will be to carry out independent appraisal of regional and local 
level statutory plans prepared and adopted under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended, namely, development plans, local area plans, regional planning guidelines etc.  The 
OPR will also be mandated to carry out the research, training and education roles identified 
by the Mahon Tribunal.  The Planning Regulator will advise the Minister on the content of 
the plans and where appropriate provide advice that all or part of a plan should be amended or 
rejected (through a Ministerial Direction) and the advice of the OPR will be published.  The 
OPR will also have investigative powers to examine, inter alia , possible systemic failings in 
the planning system, again taking account of the recommendation of the Mahon Tribunal in this 
regard.

While it is envisaged that the OPR would be staffed and resourced, in so far as possible, 
by staff taken on secondment or on a permanent basis from An Bord Pleanála, it will remain 
a priority for the Bord to fulfil its statutory functions.  On foot of the Government approved 
proposals, my Department will now prepare a General Scheme of a new Planning and Develop-
ment Bill giving consideration to the detailed issues to be addressed including those raised in 
the question.

14/05/2013WRR04350Derelict Sites

14/05/2013WRR04400440. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to derelict buildings (details supplied) in 
County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22661/13]

14/05/2013WRR04500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Detailed information regarding individual properties list-
ed on the Derelict Sites Registers of specific local authorities is not available in my Department. 
Under the Derelict Sites Act 1990, local authorities are required to maintain a derelict sites 
register, which includes the name and address of each owner and occupier, where these can be 
ascertained by reasonable inquiry, of any land which, in the opinion of the local authority, is a 
derelict site. The register is kept at the offices of the local authority and is available for inspec-
tion at those offices during office hours.

14/05/2013WRR04550Household Charge Collection
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14/05/2013WRR04600441. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of households broken down by local authority area that have currently 
registered for the household charge; the total number of households broken down by local 
authority area targeted by the Local Government Management Authority for registration for 
the household charge; if he will provide a breakdown of figures of those households that have 
registered for the household tax between those that are the registrations of single home owners 
and those that form part of multiple registrations by the same owner. [22663/13]

14/05/2013WRR04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge. The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils. I understand from data provided by 
the Agency that as of 13 May 2013 the number of registrations, including waiver registrations, 
for the Household Charge is 1,232,918.  I understand, again from data provided by the Agency 
, that as of 13 May 2013 the number of owners that have registered multiple properties for the 
Household Charge is 123,454. These numbers should not be regarded as definitive, as multiple 
accounts in relation to separate properties may be created by an owner.

The table details the total number of properties registered for the Household Charge by local 
authority area, the number of estimated liable properties, and the percentage of the properties 
registered per estimated number of liable properties.   

County/City Council Total Properties Reg-
istered

Estimated No. of Li-
able properties

Properties Registered 
as a % of Liable 
Properties

Carlow 13,931 18,257 76.30%
Cavan 19,093 25,611 74.55%
Clare 36,850 45,786 80.48%
Cork City 31,399 41,649 75.39%
Cork County 106,498 143,887 74.02%
Donegal 43,006 65,331 65.83%
Dublin City 149,485 190,685 78.39%
Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown

66,523 74,390 89.42%

Fingal 68,820 90,286 76.22%
Galway City 22,363 27,086 82.56%
Galway County 47,425 62,851 75.46%
Kerry 47,148 58,792 80.19%
Kildare 51,165 68,215 75.01%
Kilkenny 24,006 32,067 74.86%
Laois 18,443 26,185 70.43%
Leitrim 10,312 13,069 78.90%
Limerick City 15,426 20,380 75.69%
Limerick County 35,205 46,473 75.75%
Longford 10,169 12,928 78.66%
Louth 28,262 41,176 68.64%
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County/City Council Total Properties Reg-
istered

Estimated No. of Li-
able properties

Properties Registered 
as a % of Liable 
Properties

Mayo 42,969 51,363 83.66%
Meath 42,925 60,652 70.77%
Monaghan 15,131 20,176 75.00%
North Tipperary 19,695 24,839 79.29%
Offaly 17,627 25,224 69.88%
Roscommon 18,996 23,888 79.52%
Sligo 20,304 25,281 80.31%
South Dublin 58,753 81,822 71.81%
South Tipperary 22,900 30,368 75.41%
Waterford City 11,754 15,753 74.61%
Waterford County 18,276 24,777 73.76%
Westmeath 22,453 29,872 75.16%
Wexford 40,825 56,030 72.86%
Wicklow 34,781 45,665 76.17%
National 1,232,918 1,620,814 76.07%

14/05/2013WRS00050Household Charge Collection

14/05/2013WRS00100442. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide the numbers in tabular form by county who have paid 
the household charge on each of these dates, 31 December 2012, 31 January 2013, 28 Febru-
ary 2013, 31 March 2013 and 30 April 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22691/13]

14/05/2013WRS00200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge.  Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge.  The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.

The following table details the properties registered for the Household Charge, including 
waiver registrations, by local authority area on 31 December 2012, 31 January 2013, 28 Feb-
ruary 2013, 31 March 2013 and on 30 April 2013.  I am advised by the Agency that due to 
relatively low volumes, waiver details are not automatically extracted on a daily basis and the 
numbers of waivers cannot be retrospectively generated once a date has passed.  Therefore, in 
assembling the table, the figure for the number of waivers for some dates has been estimated by 
the Agency using the closest available date for which waiver figures are recorded.  Given the 
low number of waivers as a proportion of the total number of properties registered, the impact 
on the data in the table is minimal.   

County/City 
Council

Properties 
Registered 
31/12/2012

Properties 
Registered 
31/1/2013

Properties 
Registered 
28/2/2013

Properties 
Registered 
31/3/2013

Properties 
Registered 
30/4/2013

Carlow 12,431 12,876 13,110 13,267 13,636
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County/City 
Council

Properties 
Registered 
31/12/2012

Properties 
Registered 
31/1/2013

Properties 
Registered 
28/2/2013

Properties 
Registered 
31/3/2013

Properties 
Registered 
30/4/2013

Cavan 17,483 17,891 18,147 18,338 18,735
Clare 33,570 34,200 34,915 35,461 36,231
Cork City 28,452 28,751 29,001 29,392 30,301
Cork County 95,653 97,914 99,224 100,852 103,674
Donegal 37,292 38,429 39,652 40,221 41,616
Dublin City 139,856 141,425 142,126 143,744 146,992
Dún 
Laoghaire-
Rathdown

63,842 64,421 64,674 65,082 65,878

Fingal 63,068 64,115 64,673 65,720 67,518
Galway City 21,024 21,279 21,451 21,655 22,059
Galway 
County

41,990 43,592 44,695 45,264 46,537

Kerry 43,909 44,502 45,025 45,422 46,417
Kildare 46,612 47,522 47,979 48,679 50,090
Kilkenny 21,927 22,574 22,830 23,079 23,547
Laois 16,670 17,135 17,415 17,624 18,022
Leitrim 9,258 9,484 9,618 9,773 10,035
Limerick 
City

14,293 14,423 14,580 14,858 15,245

Limerick 
County

32,180 32,874 33,235 33,716 34,543

Longford 9,066 9,344 9,574 9,712 9,956
Louth 25,776 26,419 26,743 27,091 27,682
Mayo 39,391 40,837 41,535 41,909 42,536
Meath 39,239 40,044 40,520 41,074 42,135
Monaghan 14,023 14,397 14,519 14,710 14,892
North Tip-
perary

18,293 18,627 18,836 19,128 19,419

Offaly 15,736 16,058 16,426 16,680 17,197
Roscommon 16,593 17,530 18,003 18,228 18,620
Sligo 18,311 18,988 19,274 19,501 19,963
South Dublin 53,227 54,000 54,424 55,395 57,217
South Tip-
perary

21,027 21,467 21,699 21,951 22,472

Waterford 
City

10,774 10,942 11,037 11,163 11,474

Waterford 
County

16,677 16,984 17,204 17,446 17,902

Westmeath 20,670 21,011 21,215 21,433 22,024
Wexford 37,168 38,079 38,736 39,233 40,109
Wicklow 32,357 32,834 33,161 33,524 34,209

14/05/2013WRS00250Household Charge Collection
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14/05/2013WRS00300443. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline on a local authority basis, the number of persons that have paid 
the household charge since 26 April 2013. [22711/13]

14/05/2013WRS00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge.  Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver.  It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge.  The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.   

The following table, based on data provided by the Agency, details the total number of prop-
erties registered , including waiver registrations, for the Household Charge since 26 April 2013 
(inclusive) by local authority area, as of 13 May 2013.   

County/City Council Registered since 26 April 2013
Carlow 378
Cavan 462
Clare 784
Cork City 1,352
Cork County 3,620
Donegal 1,794
Dublin City 3,301
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 811
Fingal 1,749
Galway City 422
Galway County 1,187
Kerry 957
Kildare 1,437
Kilkenny 562
Laois 524
Leitrim 349
Limerick City 276
Limerick County 855
Longford 252
Louth 716
Mayo 613
Meath 1,052
Monaghan 277
North Tipperary 336
Offaly 568
Roscommon 430
Sligo 449
South Dublin 1,944
South Tipperary 526
Waterford City 354
Waterford County 492
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County/City Council Registered since 26 April 2013
Westmeath 544
Wexford 934
Wicklow 752

14/05/2013WRS00450Air Pollution

14/05/2013WRS00500444. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government with reference to the Air Pollution Act, if he will update Dáil Éireann on the im-
pact of the new regulations on activity in the black market; if he will advise businesses that le-
gitimately operate in this sector whose customer bases have heretofore been drawn from within 
and outside of the restricted area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22760/13]

14/05/2013WRS00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution and Burning of Specified Fuels) 
Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 326 of 2012), which were given effect following a public consulta-
tion process, provide for a ban on the marketing, sale, distribution and burning of bituminous 
(or “smoky”) fuel inside specified ban areas.  The Regulations introduced some improved and 
updated provisions that will help to ensure that the smoky coal ban remains fit for purpose in 
safeguarding air quality by limiting harmful emissions of air pollutants arising from the use of 
residential fuels.  These are as follows:   

- most existing smoky coal ban area boundaries were revised to take recent urban develop-
ment into account;

- seven new towns were added to the ban from May 2013 - Greystones, Letterkenny, Mull-
ingar, Navan, Newbridge, Portlaoise and Wicklow Town; and

- a prohibition on the burning of bituminous fuel to complement the established ban on 
marketing, sale and distribution. 

The single focus of the previous regulations on prohibiting the sale, as distinct from the 
burning, of “smoky” coal meant that the burning of such coal inside ban areas undermined the 
intent and purpose of the ban and the supply of such fuel was known to be facilitated by busi-
nesses that had established premises just outside ban area boundaries to serve ban area residents 
as their main market.  The revised boundaries and prohibition on the burning of smoky coal 
inside ban areas support the effectiveness of the ban in the areas concerned by restricting such 
activities and hence closing the loophole.  These updated provisions were broadly welcomed 
by the EPA, local authorities and the import and supply industry, on the basis that they provide 
for more effective legislation.  My Department continues to meet regularly with the EPA, local 
authorities and the industry representatives to discuss the ongoing implementation and enforce-
ment of the Regulations.

In the case of new towns that were added to the ban, a lead-in period of eight months was 
provided to allow local authorities and fuel retailers time to adapt as necessary to the new 
regulatory requirements in preparation for the switch-over to smokeless fuels.  Following the 
inclusion of these areas, the smoky coal ban applies in all towns with a population greater than 
15,000 people.  This provides for greater consistency in urban air quality standards throughout 
the State by extending the cleaner air benefits of the ban to all large towns.

The Regulations also require that all smoky coal sold outside ban areas for residential use 
outside those areas must have a sulphur content of no more than 0.7%.  This compares to 
a maximum permitted sulphur content of 2% for bituminous coal sold in Northern Ireland.  
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Coal bagging operators and certain solid fuel suppliers trading in smoky coal must demonstrate 
the compliance of their product with the 0.7% sulphur limit and be registered with the EPA.  
The National Standards Authority of Ireland has prepared an annual traceability audit system, 
known as SWiFT 7, for demonstrating compliance.  All retailers who trade in smoky coal must 
ensure that their suppliers are registered with the EPA and must hold a record to this effect with 
their supplier’s registration number. 

Despite these regulatory improvements, I recognise that different standards applying to coal 
between separate jurisdictions presents a continuing challenge for enforcement.  On 6 May I 
announced that a joint North-South study is being commissioned to examine air pollution from 
residential smoky coal and to consider the potential policy options to reduce such emissions.  A 
closer alignment of solid fuel policy and legislation on an all-island basis would aid enforce-
ment, eliminate unfair competitive advantage, protect air quality and allow the benefits derived 
from the ban to potentially be further extended.

14/05/2013WRS00650Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRS00700445. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and 
in bodies under the aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than 
€20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, 
€60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 
to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to 
€250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to 
€450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, and more than €500,000. [22788/13]

14/05/2013WRS00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested in respect of my Department is set out in the following table.   

Salary Range Number of Staff WTE*
> €500,000 0.00
€450,001 - €500,000 0.00
€400,001 - €450,000 0.00
€350,001 - €400,000 0.00
€300,001 - €350,000 0.00
€250,001 - €300,000 0.00
€200,001 - €250,000 0.00
€175,001 - €200,000 1.00**
€150,000 - €175,000 0.00
€125,001 - €150,000 7.00
€100,001 - €125,000 16.00
€90,001 - €100,000 44.00
€80,001 - €90,000 52.00
€70,001 - €80,000 103.00
€60,001 - €70,000 32.20
€50,001 - €60,000 172.46
€40,001 - €50,000 155.10
€30,001 - €40,000 120.16
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€20,001 - €30,000 64.95
< €20,000 11.25
* Denotes whole time equivalent.   

** The current salary of the Secretary General of my Department is €215,590 per annum.  In 
line with the general Government policy of a €200,000 pay ceiling for senior positions across 
the Public Service, she has voluntarily waived salary in excess of the €200,000 pay ceiling un-
der Section 483 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.   

The information requested in respect of bodies under the aegis of my Department is set out 
in the following table.

Salary Range Number of Staff WTE*
> €500,000 0.00
€450,001 - €500,000 0.00
€400,001 - €450,000 0.00
€350,001 - €400,000 0.00
€300,001 - €350,000 0.00
€250,001 - €300,000 0.00
€200,001 - €250,000 0.00
€175,001 - €200,000 1.00
€150,001 - €175,000 1.00
€125,001 - €150,000 9.00
€100,001 - €125,000 23.00
€90,001 - €100,000 8.00
€80,001 - €90,000 73.00
€70,001 - €80,000 53.00
€60,001 - €70,000 140.00
€50,001 - €60,000 160.00
€40,001 - €50,000 98.00
€30,001 - €40,000 89.00
€20,001 - €30,000 50.00
< €20,000 4.00
* Denotes whole time equivalent.

14/05/2013WRS00850Local Authority Housing Provision

14/05/2013WRS00900446. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of local authorities together with the number of grant applica-
tions made for works in lieu of housing in 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22831/13]

14/05/2013WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Improvement Works in Lieu (IWIL) scheme allows 
local authorities to improve or extend privately owned accommodation which is occupied or 
intended to be occupied by an applicant approved for social housing as an alternative to the 
provision of social housing.  Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, 
capital funding is provided to housing authorities in respect of the IWIL scheme and for the pro-
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vision of necessary adaptations or extensions to properties to meet the needs of tenants with a 
disability.  In 2013 over €2.4 million has been allocated to housing authorities for this purpose.  
It is a matter for each local authority to decide on applications and the specific level of funding 
to be directed to each of these measures out of the allocations provided.   

Data in relation to local authority housing stock, including completion figures for the IWIL 
programme funded by the Department, are available on my Department’s website, www.envi-
ron.ie.  Data for the first quarter of 2013 will be available shortly.

14/05/2013WRS01050Water Services Funding

14/05/2013WRS01100447. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the allocation for County Laois under the 2013 rural water programme; the way 
these funds are to be used; when the allocation will be confirmed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22833/13]

14/05/2013WRS01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme has been devolved 
to local authorities since 1997.  The selection and approval of individual scheme proposals for 
advancement and funding under the programme, within the overall priorities set by my Depart-
ment and subject to the block grant allocations provided, is therefore a matter for the water 
services authorities.

The following table sets out the total capital block grant allocations notified in March 2013 
to Laois County Council under the 2013 Rural Water Programme. 

 County Council Group Water 
Schemes 

Small Public 
Schemes 

Pilot Group Sewer-
age Scheme 

Laois County Coun-
cil 

€596,500 €187,500 €35,301 (Derry-
moyle) 

Funding will also be available to Laois County Council for drawdown from the Local Gov-
ernment Fund for subsidies towards the operational costs of group water schemes.  Such fund-
ing is provided on a demand led basis rather than by way of block grant allocations.

14/05/2013WRS01250Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

14/05/2013WRS01300448. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when tenders will be approved for a group sewerage scheme project (details sup-
plied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22834/13]

14/05/2013WRS01400449. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when tenders will be approved for a group sewerage scheme project (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22835/13]

14/05/2013WRS01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 448 and 449 together.

The Laois Grouped Town Sewerage Scheme - Wastewater Treatment Plants DBO and Net-
works – are included in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010–2013 
as contracts to start during the period of the programme.  The tender approval report in respect 
of the contract to design, build and operate sewerage plants as part of the Scheme was recently 
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submitted to my Department by Laois County Council.  It is currently under examination and a 
reply will issue to the Council as soon as the examination is complete. 

In relation to the network improvements, I understand that Laois County Council is cur-
rently examining tenders for this work.  Once these have been examined, I expect the Council 
to submit a tender report to my Department for consideration.

14/05/2013WRS01550Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRS01600450. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political-minis-
terial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the 
Minister of State; if such payments were made to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, 
the amounts for the same period. [22874/13]

14/05/2013WRS01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is set out in the following tables.  Ministerial appointees in-
clude those holding the positions of Special Adviser, Press Officer, Personal Assistant, Personal 
Secretary or Civilian Driver during the tenure of the relevant Minister or Minister of State.  That 
information is set out in the first table.  Details of overtime paid to relevant staff appointed by 
each Minister from 2007 to date is contained in the second table.   

Minister Appointee Amount of overtime paid 
Phil Hogan Personal Assistant * €15,026.70
Phil Hogan Personal Secretary €782.49
John Gormley Personal Assistant €3,002.68
John Gormley Personal Secretary €110.10
Dick Roche Personal Secretary €4,391.98
* Acting as Press and Information Officer .   

 

Minister of State Appointee Amount of overtime paid 
Jan O’Sullivan Personal Assistant €11,272.64
Jan O’Sullivan Personal Secretary €9,994.42
Willie Penrose Personal Assistant €1,359.05
Willie Penrose Personal Secretary €4,235.68
Michael Finneran Personal Secretary €10,882.44
Noel Ahern Personal Assistant €1,140.78
Secretaries General, Special Advisers and Civilian Drivers do not receive overtime pay-

ments.

14/05/2013WRS01750Local Authority Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRS01800451. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will list all the city and county managers of city and county local authorities 
serving at present; the salary of each manager currently serving; the names of retired city and 
county managers and the terms they served from 1996 to 2012; their respective retiring salaries 
and their annual pension figure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22887/13]
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14/05/2013WRS01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

14/05/2013WRS01950Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

14/05/2013WRS02000452. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding will be advanced to Sligo County Council to proceed with the 
construction of a waste water treatment facility at Mullaghmore, County Sligo; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22914/13]

14/05/2013WRS02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, provides for the development of a comprehensive range of new water 
services infrastructure in County Sligo.  The Programme includes contracts under construction 
and to commence to the value of over €49 million in County Sligo during the period of the Pro-
gramme.  However, the Mullaghmore Sewerage Scheme was not amongst the priority contracts 
and schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme.   

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth.  A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Sligo County Council, in 
response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their 
proposals for new capital works in their areas.  These were subsequently appraised in the De-
partment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by 
the authorities.  Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to 
give way to others that are more strategically important at this time.   

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 was reviewed in 
mid-2011 and through this process, consideration was given to any newly emerging priority 
contracts and schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme.  No pro-
posal for the Mullaghmore Sewerage Scheme was received from Sligo County Council in re-
sponse to the review.

14/05/2013WRS02150Planning Issues

14/05/2013WRS02200453. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will direct local authorities to include provision for easier fibre rollout 
in their development plans via a policy of the provision of ducting in road, water and sewer 
infrastructure networks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22921/13]

14/05/2013WRS02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Section 10(2)(b) of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, as amended, requires a development plan to include objectives for the provision or fa-
cilitation of the provision of infrastructure including, inter alia, communication facilities.  This 
requirement ensures that planning authorities’ development plans can provide policies, for ex-
ample, to facilitate the delivery and roll-out of broadband infrastructure in line with the Govern-
ment’s National Broadband Plan, published by my colleague the Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources in August, 2012.    

Furthermore, Section 11(3) requires a planning authority to take whatever measures it con-
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siders necessary to consult with the providers of, inter alia, telecommunications in order to 
ascertain any long-term plans for the provision of infrastructure and services in the area of the 
planning authority.   

I have, therefore, no plans to direct local authorities as proposed.

14/05/2013WRS02350RAPID Programme

14/05/2013WRS02400454. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of meetings organised since March 2011 at national level between 
his Department and the chairs and co-ordinators of the RAPID teams; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23003/13]

14/05/2013WRS02500455. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the dates on which the RAPID national co-ordinating committee has met since 
he was appointed Minister; if he has attended these meetings; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23004/13]

14/05/2013WRS02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 454 and 455 together.

The National Monitoring Committee for the RAPID programme met on 6 October 2010.  
My Department last met with RAPID Chairs and Coordinators at a conference in February 2012 
as part of an extensive consultation process in the context of the development of local govern-
ment reform proposals.  As part of my continuing engagement with both the local development 
and local government sectors, I have met with many of the Chairs and Coordinators at different 
times and in various fora.  No meeting of the National Monitoring Committee is scheduled at 
present.  However in implementing local government reform decisions, my Department will 
continue to consult as necessary with the relevant stakeholders, including local authorities, Lo-
cal Development Companies, RAPID Area Implementation Teams and others. 

My Department will continue , as far as possible, to ensure that RAPID areas are prioritised 
under social inclusion measures in 2013 and beyond.

14/05/2013WRS02650Local Authority Housing Mortgages

14/05/2013WRS02700456. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the arrangements that are in place in each local authority to assist those that 
have fallen into arrears with their mortgage or other loans; if interest only or deferred payments 
or other options are offered to borrowers; the number of repossessions obtained or being con-
sidered by local authorities in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23033/13]

14/05/2013WRS02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government is acutely conscious of the difficulties 
many households are facing in terms of mortgage arrears.  Where any borrower, either from 
a local authority or from a private financial institution, is facing difficulties in meeting mort-
gage repayments, they should engage proactively and constructively with the lender to seek to 
achieve an agreed solution.  The services of the Money Advice and Budgeting Service are also 
available to such borrowers and support is available through the Supplementary Welfare Allow-
ance Scheme.  
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Local authorities have long been the lenders of last resort servicing the housing loans needs 
of less affluent members of society.  In the present economic circumstances it is to be antici-
pated that the ability of some borrowers to service housing loans may become restricted and 
that a number of loans may fall into arrears.  Section 34 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2009 provides local authorities with powers to deal flexibly with distressed borrow-
ers, and they have demonstrated sensitivity over the years in dealing with such cases.  In March 
2010 my Department issued guidelines to local authorities, based upon the Central Bank’s first 
Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, which continued the tradition of handling arrears in a 
manner that is sympathetic to the needs of the particular household, while also protecting the 
position of the local authority concerned.  To reflect the content of the Central Bank’s revised 
Code of Conduct – which replaced the previous code from 1 January 2011 and was informed 
by the deliberations of the Expert Group on Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt – my Depart-
ment issued updated guidance in June 2012 to local authorities in consultation with the County 
and City Managers Association.  This will further enable local authorities to provide a range 
of flexible repayment options for households in difficulty.  In particular, the introduction of a 
Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), which closely mirrors the suite of options avail-
able in the commercial sector, presents borrowers in difficulty with a range of alternative pay-
ment agreements, including those referred to in the Question, which can be accessed to ease the 
particular circumstances of each case.  This process features a standard set of options including, 
in cases of certain unsustainable mortgages, the facility of mortgage-to-rent.  Local authorities 
have been restructuring loans for some time using their own internal practices. The introduction 
of these revised guidelines standardises the approach across the whole sector, introduces a sys-
tematic structure to this area and provides borrowers with a transparent and accessible model 
for arrears resolution. 

Regarding the level of repossessions in the last three years, my Department publishes a wide 
range of housing statistics which can be found at www.environ.ie.  The total numbers of forced 
and voluntary repossessions obtained by local authorities in 2010, 2011 and 2012 are set out in 
the following table.

- 2010 2011 2012
Forced 16 54 73
Voluntary 73 49 64

14/05/2013WRS02850Immigration Status

14/05/2013WRS02900457. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the opportunities for 
appeal or reconsideration of an application, either within his Department or through the courts, 
that exist for a person (details supplied) who has been issued with a deportation order; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22151/13]

14/05/2013WRS03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned ar-
rived in the State on 8th November 2003 as a short-term visitor.  He was subsequently granted 
leave to remain until 28th May 2005.  He has remained in the State since that date without the 
permission of the Minister and is therefore unlawfully present in the State.  Following a com-
prehensive and thorough examination of his case under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999, 
as amended, a Deportation Order was signed on 21st March 2013.  On foot of that Order he is 
required to leave the State and if he fails to so leave he will be deported.

Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act, 1999, provides that in certain circumstances a De-
portation Order may be revoked.  However, any such application has to be on the basis of 
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substantial and significant new information which was not available for consideration when the 
original decision to deport was made.  It is noted that in this instance that the Order was made 
less than 8 weeks ago.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/05/2013WRS03050Naturalisation Applications

14/05/2013WRS03100458. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for 
the delay in making a determination in the naturalisation application of a person (details sup-
plied); and when a decision is likely as they have supplied all required documents. [22164/13]

14/05/2013WRS03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in August, 2012.  The application 
is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory condi-
tions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, and will be 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  As well as being a significant event 
in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation as provided for 
in law is also a major step for the State which confers certain rights and entitlements not only 
within the State but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures 
are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

I can advise the Deputy that there is a very ambitious target in place to process 70% of all 
standard non-complex cases within six months of receipt of applications.  The nature of the 
naturalisation process is such that for a broad range of reasons some cases will take longer than 
others to process.  It is a statutory requirement that, inter alia, applicants for naturalisation be of 
good character.  In some instances that can be established relatively quickly and in other cases 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  As a result there will 
always be a proportion of cases that take longer than the norm to process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/05/2013WRS03250Road Traffic Legislation

14/05/2013WRS03300459. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Road 
Traffic Acts apply and are enforced in areas controlled by certain commercial State companies 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22283/13]

14/05/2013WRS03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that road traffic legislation is the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Transport, 
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Tourism and Sport.  I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the en-
forcement aspects of the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputy directly as 
soon as the report is to hand.

14/05/2013WRS03450Courts Service Properties

14/05/2013WRS03500460. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline 
what he envisages the future of the Green Street Courthouse will be, following the moving of 
the Special Criminal Court to the Criminal Courts of Justice in recent years; if he considers re-
taining the site in view of the role it has played in Irish history; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22288/13]

14/05/2013WRS03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, under 
the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the main-
tenance and provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts 
Service which is independent in exercising its functions.  In order to be of assistance to the 
Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that Green Street 
Courthouse is in the ownership of the Courts Service and that the building is in daily use for of-
fice accommodation and is regularly used for meetings and conferences.  There are no plans at 
present to dispose of the building.  The courtroom in the building is available for court sittings if 
required.  In recognition of its history and character, the building has been made available from 
time to time for theatrical performances, tours and filming.

14/05/2013WRS03650Immigrant Investor Programme

14/05/2013WRS03700461. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline the 
facilities for acquiring visas or citizenship for persons from outside the EU who want to invest 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22320/13]

14/05/2013WRS03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Immigrant Investor Pro-
gramme was approved by Government in early 2012 and has been accepting applications since 
April 2012.  The Programme offers residency in Ireland to foreign national investors who com-
mit to approved investment options.  Full details of the Immigrant Investor Programme are 
available from the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service web pages - www.inis.gov.ie.  
Ireland does not offer citizenship in return for investment.  The naturalisation process is out-
lined in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, and applies to all foreign 
nationals who wish to become Irish citizens.

For the Deputy’s information, to date the total investment committed under both Programmes 
is of the order of  €10.5 million and that it is projected that 270 jobs will be retained or created 
on foot of these investments in the ICT, recycling and financial services areas.  In addition, two 
organisations, one educational and the other a charity, are receiving substantial endowments to 
support and develop their activities.

14/05/2013WRS03850Road Traffic Offences

14/05/2013WRS03900462. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers that have been summoned to court for failure to pay a fixed charge penalty notice 
within 56 days of receipt of the notice. [22335/13]
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14/05/2013WRS04000463. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers, who following failure to pay a fixed charge penalty notice within a period of 56 days 
of receipt of the notice were consequently summoned to court; and if these drivers received 
double the original number of penalty points on conviction in court in accordance with the Road 
Traffic Act 2010. [22336/13]

14/05/2013WRS04100464. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers who received a fine in substitution for additional penalty points being imposed on 
their record following a failure to pay a fixed charge penalty notice within 56 days of receipt of 
the notice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22337/13]

14/05/2013WRS04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 462 to 464, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, man-
agement of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  
Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance 
of its functions, which includes the provision of statistics.  However, in order to be of assistance 
to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the following table provides details of the number 
of defendants summonsed to appear before the court in 2011 and 2012 and convicted for failure 
to pay a fixed charge penalty notice within 56 days of receipt of the notice.

Year No. of defendants sum-
monsed to appear 

No. of defendants convicted

2012 53,927 10,863
2011 51,462 9,563
Note: These figures do not include penalty point offences which require mandatory court 

appearances.  They refer to summonses issued for courts dates in the years in question, rather 
than the date on which the summons issued.  

Road traffic legislation, which is the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, provides that if the fixed penalty notice is paid the driver is liable for 
the penalty points attaching to the offence.  If the driver does not pay the fixed penalty notice 
and the case goes before the court, the number of penalty points is automatically doubled in the 
event of a conviction.  I am informed that when a conviction is recorded in court, the Courts 
Service electronically provides the Road Safety Authority with details of such convictions.  It 
is then the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority to ensure that the appropriate penalty 
points are recorded.  There is no provision in the legislation to allow for a fine in place of pen-
alty points.

14/05/2013WRT00150Departmental Bodies Reports

14/05/2013WRT00200465. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 169 of 2 May 2013, if he will confirm the latest annual report and ac-
counts laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas for the Irish Film Classification Office and if he 
has any concerns regarding late reporting by the organisation. [22375/13]

14/05/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The 2009 Annual Report 
which was the most recent Annual Report of the Irish Film Classification Office was laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas on 18 February 2011.

I am advised by the Irish Film Classification Office that Annual Reports in respect of 2010, 
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2011 and 2012 will be submitted to my Department by end May 2013. The delay in respect of 
the Annual Reports for 2010 and 2011 was due to an oversight by that Office and is regretted. 
I am assured by the Irish Film Classification Office that no such delays will arise again in the 
future. As I indicated in my reply to Question No. 169 of 2 May 2013, the Annual Reports will 
be laid before the Houses of Oireachtas as soon as possible after they have been received by 
my Department.

14/05/2013WRT00350Deportation Orders

14/05/2013WRT00400466. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of eligibility to residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22381/13]

14/05/2013WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to is the subject of a 
Deportation Order so therefore has no residency status in the State.

The person concerned claimed asylum in the State on 23 December 2004.  Her application 
was refused following the consideration of her claim by the Office of the Refugee Applications 
Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  The person concerned had her 
case examined under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999, as amended.

Under Section 3 of the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was in-
formed, by letter dated 20 May 2008, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order 
in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving 
the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making represen-
tations to the Minister setting out the reasons why she should be allowed to remain temporarily 
in the State.  Her application for Subsidiary Protection was considered and this was found not 
to be an issue in the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protec-
tion) Regulations, 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

A Deportation Order was signed in respect of the person concerned on 21 February 2011, 
her four children also have Deportation Orders. The effect of the Deportation Order is that the 
person concerned must leave the state and remain thereafter outside the State.  The enforcement 
of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/05/2013WRT00550Departmental Correspondence

14/05/2013WRT00600467. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he has taken 
in relation to allegations which have been brought to his attention, that a company (details sup-
plied) issued invoices to another company for the procurement of alcohol which was distributed 
to members of An Garda Síochána on the company’s behalf. [22395/13]

14/05/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Correspondence containing 
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the allegations referred to was received in my Department recently and has been forwarded to 
the Garda Commissioner for his attention.  I am informed however by the Garda authorities that 
these allegations were previously made to the District Officer at Belmullet in December 2011 
and that enquiries conducted into the allegations found no evidence of alcohol being distributed 
to members of the Garda Síochána by or on behalf of the company named.

14/05/2013WRT00750Departmental Records

14/05/2013WRT00800468. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he 
is taking to ensure that officials keep accurate visa statistics regarding the number of tourist vi-
sas being issued in the Beijing office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22418/13]

14/05/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Automated Visa Applica-
tion Tracking System (AVATS), which is the system through which all visa applications are 
made on-line and processed, provides accurate statistics on all categories of visas worldwide.  
The Deputy may also wish to note that China is one of the seventeen countries covered by the 
Visa Waiver Programme which allows certain categories of visitor to the UK, including tour-
ists, to travel on to Ireland without the need for an Irish visa.  Central Statistics Office figures 
on trips to Ireland from various countries are used to extrapolate the uptake of the Programme.

14/05/2013WRT00950Visa Applications

14/05/2013WRT01000469. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality under the 
MEI pilot programme, the number of visas that were issued to non-MEI schools; the exact num-
ber of visas issued and the number refused under the MEI pilot programme. [22419/13]

14/05/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since 2011 the Irish Naturali-
sation and Immigration Service ( INIS ) has established pilot programmes in Turkey and China 
in partnership with Marketing English in Ireland ( MEI ). These pilot programmes, aimed at 
second level students and, separately, at third level students and executive level employees, 
have been put in place to help position Ireland as a high quality destination for English language 
students. These pilot programmes have now been extended for a further phase covering 2013 
and 2014.

Approximately 100 applications for study under these programmes have been received at 
the INIS Visa Office in Beijing, China. Of these, about 75% were granted and 25% refused, 
with a few awaiting final decision. It is not possible to provide the detailed figures requested 
for applications received at the Embassy in Ankara, Turkey, nor for the number of students who 
have availed of these programmes from non-MEI member schools, as the relevant data is not 
held in a fashion which allows for such statistics to be readily compiled. 

14/05/2013WRT01150Garda Transport Expenditure

14/05/2013WRT01200470. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the transport fleets for an Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22461/13]

14/05/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the con-
text of his identified operational demands and in the light of available resources.  In that context 



Questions - Written Answers

210

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the strength of the Garda fleet at 1 May 2013 was 
2,486 vehicles.

The Deputy will be aware that an additional €3 million was made available towards the end 
of last year which enabled the Force to procure a further 171 vehicles. This brought total invest-
ment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 213 new vehicles being 
procured during the year. I am informed by the Garda authorities that the roll out of the most 
recently purchased patrol vehicles has been completed.

In addition to the investment provided in 2012, a specific allocation of €5 million has been 
provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in the current year.  This represents a 
very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level 
of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my 
commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided 
with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient policing service.

14/05/2013WRT01350Prison Security

14/05/2013WRT01400471. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he 
will outline any representations received from the Prison Officers’ Association since 9 March 
2011 regarding gangs and criminality in prisons; and the steps he has taken to address concerns 
raised. [22476/13]

14/05/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am very aware of the con-
cerns raised by the Prison Officers’ Association regarding gangs and criminality in prisons, 
most recently at their Annual Delegate Conference earlier this month.

The emergence in recent years of criminal gangs has had significant implications for the 
management of Irish prisons.  Rivalries and feuds which develop on the outside continue inside 
of prison.  Prison management must ensure that the various factions are kept apart and, as far as 
possible, that gang members do not have influence over other inmates in the prisons or criminal 
activities on the outside.

Gang members are managed on a daily basis through segregation and separation throughout 
the prison system.  Membership/allegiance of these criminal gangs fluctuates on a continuous 
basis with some persons breaking links and others becoming affiliated.

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that a number of initiatives have been introduced 
with a view to preventing identified gang leaders from conducting criminal activities while in 
custody and also to prevent them exerting inappropriate influence over other persons.  For ex-
ample, the security initiatives undertaken by the Operational Security Group (OSG)  have made 
it more difficult for prisoners to engage in illegal activities while in prison.  These initiatives 
include the introduction of passive and active drug detection dogs and the installation of airport 
style security including scanners and x-ray machines.  Core functions of this group include 
gathering and collating intelligence information on criminal gang members in custody, carrying 
out intelligence led searches and preventing the flow of contraband (including mobile phones) 
into the prisons.

In addition, there is regular contact between the Prison Service and An Garda Síochána to 
discuss security issues including the operation of criminal gangs. Gardaí are also provided with 
reports detailing the release dates of this category of prisoner.

Furthermore, the Risk Management of Offenders Group within the Irish Prison Service, 



14 May 2013

211

which is comprised of Governors of all closed prisons and the Governor of the Operational 
Support Group, meet on a regular basis to share intelligence and decide in a strategic and col-
laborative fashion on the placement of leading gang members across the prison estate, having 
regard to the associated protection issues involved.

14/05/2013WRT01550Garda Operations

14/05/2013WRT01600472. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a written 
protocol that members of an Garda Síochána must follow in incidents of sudden death; if his 
attention has been drawn to any such protocols used by other police forces in other member 
states; if he considered implementing such practices here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22483/13]

14/05/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the protocol for An Garda Síochána for dealing with situations of sudden death 
or deaths of unknown causes is set out in the Coroners Act 1962.

It is Garda policy to appoint a Family Liaison Officer to act as a liaison with the family of 
victims of murder, manslaughter, homicide, kidnapping, victims of fatal traffic collisions and in 
relation to crimes which result in life changing injuries or other crimes where the District Of-
ficer (Superintendent) deems it necessary to appoint a liaison officer.

The Family Liaison Officer will provide the immediate family with timely and accurate 
information on the progress of a Garda investigation.

The Deputy will appreciate that the detailed operational response and policing procedures 
in situations of sudden death are a matter for the Garda authorities, subject to the Coroners Act 
and other relevant legislation, as is the question of examination of operational practice in other 
jurisdictions.

14/05/2013WRT01750Immigration Policy

14/05/2013WRT01800473. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Ireland cur-
rently has any restrictions in place to prevent persons with serious criminal records travelling 
here either for a holiday or for a longer vacation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22487/13]

14/05/2013WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy of course will be 
aware that under the provisions of various EU legal instruments nationals of the EU Member 
States and the European Economic Area enjoy freedom of movement rights within the general 
area of the Union.

However, I can inform the Deputy that under section 4 of the Immigration Act 2004 an im-
migration officer may refuse to give permission to enter the State under certain circumstances, 
including where the non-national has been convicted of an offence that may be punished under 
the law of the place of conviction by imprisonment for a period of one year or by a more severe 
penalty.  A non-national may also be refused permission to land or be in the State, if an immi-
gration officer has reason to believe that the non-national’s entry into, or presence in the State, 
could pose a threat to national security or be contrary to public policy and also where there is 
reason to believe that a non-national intends to enter the State for purposes other than that ex-
pressed by him/her.
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As well as the legal requirement that non-nationals seek permission to enter the State on 
arrival at approved ports of entry, as part of the visa application process for visa required nation-
als additional checks are carried out as required with An Garda Síochána and other countries’ 
immigration and police authorities. Checks are also carried out with the UK authorities in the 
context of maintaining the integrity of the Common Travel Area. Visa required nationals must 
also declare in their visa application if they have any criminal convictions in any country.

Furthermore, where any person who is not a citizen of Ireland or the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, who is resident in the State, is known or suspected to have 
engaged in criminal activity, An Garda Síochána may provide relevant information to the Irish 
Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) for the purpose of consideration being given to 
initiating a process for the purpose of arranging for their removal from the State pursuant to 
section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 or, if the person is an EU national, pursuant to Regulation 
20 of the European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 2006.

14/05/2013WRT01950Legislative Programme

14/05/2013WRT02000474. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are any ar-
rangements in place to provide for the expunging of minor convictions for persons who wish to 
take up offers of employment overseas. [22493/13]

14/05/2013WRT02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are no provisions in 
Irish law for the removal of records from a person’s criminal record.  However, the Criminal 
Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012, which is awaiting Report State in the Dáil, seeks to es-
tablish a means by which adults convicted of minor offences will, subject to certain conditions, 
not be required to disclose those convictions in the likes of job applications etc.

The application of the Bill is, of course, limited to the State as the disclosure requirements 
for entry to, and employment in, another state are a matter for the relevant authorities of that 
state.

Section 258 of the Children Act 2001 already provides a ‘non-disclosure’ regime for child 
offenders after a 3 year conviction–free period. Again, its application is limited to the State.

14/05/2013WRT02125Judicial Appointments

14/05/2013WRT02200475. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the method by 
which he proposes to appoint two new Supreme Court judges to alleviate the backlog of Su-
preme Court cases that are waiting to be heard; if he has considered the effects of the movement 
for eight to ten Supreme Court judges that it will have on constitutional jurisprudence; if upon a 
successful referendum for the set-up of the civic courts of appeal, if over time, he will consider 
the size of the Supreme Court to naturally fall back to eight members; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22497/13]

14/05/2013WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
Government recently approved the drafting of a new legal provision to facilitate the appoint-
ment of an additional two judges as an interim measure in order to tackle the lengthy waiting 
times in the Supreme Court and the Court of Criminal Appeal.  I brought this proposal to Gov-
ernment following consultations between the Chief Justice, the Attorney General and myself at 
which all aspects of the measure were considered.  The necessary legislative amendment will 
be brought forward in the Courts Bill 2013 which I anticipate will be enacted before the sum-



14 May 2013

213

mer recess.

Judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Government.  Such appointments 
are dealt with by the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board which was established pursuant 
to the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995.  It should be noted that section 17 of the same Act 
provides that the Board’s procedures shall not apply where the Government propose to advise 
the President to appoint a serving judge.

The increase in the number of Supreme Court judges will be implemented as soon as the 
Courts Bill 2013 is enacted.  Moreover, a Referendum on a proposed Constitutional Amend-
ment to establish a Court of Appeal will take place in the Autumn.  I intend to consult further 
with interested parties, including colleagues in Government and the judiciary, before deciding 
on the optimal number of judges to be appointed to the new Court of Appeal and on the future 
shape of the Supreme Court.  I do not wish to prejudge the outcome of those consultations.  
However, it is anticipated that the number of Supreme Court judges would decrease somewhat 
as the existing backlog is dealt with.

14/05/2013WRT02350Visa Applications

14/05/2013WRT02400476. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in the determination of an application for family reunification in the case of a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22644/13]

14/05/2013WRT02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 513 on Tuesday, 12 February, 2013, copied beneath.  The posi-
tion remains unchanged.

The individuals referred to currently have visa applications under consideration. The visa 
applications were received in the Visa Office, Dublin on the 5 November 2012. They were re-
ferred to the Visa Office in Abuja for processing, as the individuals concerned are currently 
resident in Nigeria. Preliminary assessments of the applications have been completed and the 
reference in Ireland has been contacted requesting further documentation. Cases of this type 
are dealt with in chronological order and comprehensive examination of the applications re-
ferred to will take place in due course.

The  actual processing time for dealing with such applications can vary depending on the 
particular circumstances of each individual case and the type of investigation required. The 
nature of the applications referred to by the Deputy require more in depth consideration than 
straightforward ‘visit’ visas.

 Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek in-
formation by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the 
e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate 
or too long awaited.

14/05/2013WRT02550Compensation Awards

14/05/2013WRT02600477. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the victims of crime are left waiting for long periods under the criminal injury compensation 
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scheme; if he has any plans to improve this process; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22658/13]

14/05/2013WRT02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted, 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter of individual 
applications for compensation under the Scheme and is also responsible for the administration 
of the Scheme.

Under the terms of paragraph 6 of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Crimi-
nally Inflicted the Tribunal is obliged to determine applications and to award ex-gratia com-
pensation “on the basis of damages awarded under the Civil Liability Acts” and each case is 
addressed on the basis of its individual circumstances.  While applications are processed with 
the minimum of formality, as compared with court proceedings where compensation is being 
claimed under the Civil Liability Acts, the administrative arrangements of the Tribunal are op-
erated on an informal basis, in keeping with an underlying principle of the Scheme.  Notwith-
standing this, in making their decisions Tribunal members must be satisfied that all supporting 
documentation submitted is in order.  In some cases there can be delays pending the availability 
of all required documentation.

In line with other public bodies the Tribunal must operate within current economic con-
straints.  Regardless, the Tribunal continues to process claims as efficiently as possible within 
the constraints it faces.

14/05/2013WRT02750Compensation Awards

14/05/2013WRT02800478. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a per-
son will not receive the payment awarded under the criminal injury compensation scheme for 
12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22705/13]

14/05/2013WRT02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted, 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter of individual 
applications under the Scheme.  However, in order to be of assistance in the matter I have had 
enquiries made with the Tribunal on your behalf.

I understand that the Tribunal award referred to by the Deputy issued under covering let-
ter dated 22 March, 2013, wherein it was stated that the Tribunal’s funding for the payment of 
compensation during 2013 was already fully committed and that it would not be possible to pay 
the award at the present time.

I further understand that the applicant accepted the award on this understanding on 23 
March, 2013.  The Tribunal has confirmed that payment of this award will proceed in 2014.

14/05/2013WRT02950Compensation Awards

14/05/2013WRT03000479. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide, in tabular form, the number of persons awaiting payment under the criminal injury com-
pensation scheme; the length of time each person is waiting for payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22706/13]

14/05/2013WRT03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
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that under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter of applica-
tions that fall to be considered by the Tribunal.

I understand from the Tribunal that all information relating to applications is confidential 
and that no information can be released that might serve to identify an individual applicant.   
However, in order to be of assistance in the matter the Tribunal has furnished the following 
table detailing the dates awards were accepted and the number of outstanding payments as of 
29 April, 2013.

Month Award Accepted Number of Outstanding Payments
March 2012 3
April 2012 6
May 2012 11
June 2012 18
July 2012 16
August 2012 6
September 2012 5
October 2012 11
November 2012 9
December 2012 16
January 2013 19
February 2013 27
March 2013 11
April 2013 23
I refer to Question No. 477 from the Deputy which was also tabled for response today and 

which sets out the reasons why final payments may be delayed in some cases. The Deputy may 
also wish to note that, in addition, a small number of outstanding partial payments will be made 
early next year.

14/05/2013WRT03150Firearms Licences

14/05/2013WRT03200480. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
firm the timeframe it takes to process an application for a firearm certificate and the timeframe 
after the application has been lodged that it actually takes to issue the licence/certificate; if he 
will further confirm if out of date certificates are being issued in respect of applications which 
are taking in excess of 12 months to process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22742/13]

14/05/2013WRT03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have asked the Garda Com-
missioner for a report on this matter and will write to the Deputy when it becomes available.

14/05/2013WRT03350Charities Regulation

14/05/2013WRT03400481. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Charities 
Act covers the regulation of Irish charities’ clothing banks; the way he intends to combat the 
increased amount of criminal activity connected to charity clothing collections and clothing 
banks; if the introduction of a charities regulatory authority could address this area; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [22758/13]

14/05/2013WRT03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Charities Act 2009 was 
enacted to provide for the better regulation of charities in Ireland in order to ensure greater ac-
countability and to protect against abuse of charitable status and fraud.  To support the achieve-
ment of these aims, the Act provides for the establishment of an independent Charities Regula-
tory Authority.

I am aware of the recent Prime Time programme which reported, amongst other things, on 
the issue of theft from charity clothing banks.  Theft is an offence contrary to section 4 of the 
Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001.  A person convicted upon indictment of 
theft is liable to imprisonment for up to 10 years and/or an unlimited fine.

I am also concerned about the reported practice of some collectors of clothing who convey 
the impression in their promotional literature that they are collecting on behalf of a charity, 
when this may not actually be the case.  This may lead some people to donate to such collec-
tions in the belief that they are supporting a charity and helping to alleviate hardship. This is 
unfair both to donors whose intention in donating such items is to help those in need, and to 
bona fide charities that may lose out on donations as a result. It is an offence under section 6 of 
the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act, 2001 to make gain or cause loss to others 
by deception.

In addition to these existing measures under the Criminal Justice Acts, while the Charities 
Act 2009 does not deal directly with the regulation of Irish charity clothing banks or collec-
tions, it does contain measures aimed at preventing the abuse of charitable status. Under section 
46 of the Charities Act, it is an offence for an organisation that is not a registered charity to 
describe itself or its activities in such terms as would cause members of the public to reasonably 
believe that it is a charitable organisation. This section cannot be commenced until the statutory 
Register of Charities, also provided for under the Charities Act, is in place.

While further implementation of the Charities Act and creation of the Register of Charities 
have been delayed for financial reasons, the Government remains committed to progressing the 
implementation of the Act and putting in place a dedicated regulatory framework for charities 
in line with the provisions of the Act. My Department has been examining how best this can be 
done in the current financial climate.  As part of this work, my Department recently undertook 
a consultation on key issues, including the creation of the Register of Charities. The submis-
sions received are currently being reviewed and I look forward to publishing the results in due 
course and giving a further indication of the Government’s timeframe for the introduction of an 
operational Charities Regulatory Authority and full implementation of the Charities Act 2009.

14/05/2013WRT03550Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRT03600482. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the aegis 
of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to 
€30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22793/13]

14/05/2013WRT03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought by the 
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Deputy in respect of staff of my Department and agencies under its aegis is set out in the follow-
ing table.   The figures are based on annual gross salary and do not include allowances or over-
time.  The salary bands include staff employed on both a full-time and a work-sharing basis.

Salary Bands Number of persons (whole time equiva-
lents)

Less than €20,000 132.19
€20,001 to €30,000 1,022.75
€30,001 to €40,000 1,823.47
€40,001 to €50,000 2,700.03
€50,001 to €60,000 673.56
€60,001 to €70,000 269.30
€70,001 to €80,000 254.20
€80,001 to €90,000 119
€90,001 to €100,000 84.90
€100,000 to €125,000 69
€125,001 to €150,000 39
€150,001 to €175,000 7
€175,001 to €200,000 2
€200,001 to €250,000 0
€250,001 to €300,000 0
€300,001 to €350,000 0
€350,001 to €400,000 0
€400,001 to €450,000 0
€450,001 to €500,000 0
over €500,000 0
The figures above represent staff of my Department, agencies staffed by my Department and 

agencies that are responsible for their own recruitment such as the Legal Aid Board, Property 
Registration Authority, Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission, Irish Prison Service, Irish 
Human Rights Commission, Courts Service and the National Disability Authority.  Information 
on the salary band breakdown for An Garda Síochána is not to hand and will be forwarded to 
the Deputy separately.

14/05/2013WRT03750Garda Industrial Relations Issues

14/05/2013WRT03800483. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way he is 
engaging with the Association of Garda Sargeants and Inspectors in relation to the LRC revised 
pay proposals that are currently being negotiated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22841/13]

14/05/2013WRT03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Discussions on an extension 
of the Public Service Agreement 2010 – 2014 (the Croke Park Agreement) concluded with the 
Garda associations, including AGSI, on Sunday 12 May 2013. The Deputy will appreciate that 
the proposals agreed in principle during these discussions must now be ratified by the associa-
tions and that, in those circumstances, I do not propose to make any further comment on the 
matter at this time.

I would, however, like to place on record my appreciation for the officers of the Labour 
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Relations Commission and  all those who took part in the discussions for their efforts in secur-
ing an agreed set of proposals which will, I believe, make a significant contribution to the chal-
lenges facing us at this time.

14/05/2013WRT03950Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRT04000484. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the individual 
amount of overtime paid in the case of each political-ministerial appointee for the period 2007 
to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such payments 
were made to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for the same period. 
[22879/13]

14/05/2013WRT04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Overtime paid to Ministerial 
Appointees for the period 2007 to 2013.

Minister 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Frank 
Fahey, 
Minister 
of State 
(29th 
Dail)

Staff 1

Cost €807
Minister 
Brian 
Leni-
han, 
(30th 
Dail)

Staff 2 2

Cost €14,228 €16,134
Conor 
Leni-
han, 
Minister 
of State

Staff 1 1

Cost €2,034 €8,700
Minister 
Dermot 
Ahern 
(30th 
Dail)

Staff 1 2

Cost €7,032 €8,706
Minister 
Alan 
Shatter 
(31st 
Dail)

Staff 1 1

Cost €5,595 €6,128
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14/05/2013WRT04150International Time Zones

14/05/2013WRT04200485. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any progress has 
been made or if any matters have recently arisen regarding changing the daylight saving time 
system here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22906/13]

14/05/2013WRT04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to refer the Deputy to 
my reply to Question No. 39 of 24 October, 2012 as follows and to inform him that there have 
no developments since then in relation to changing our current time zone arrangements.

______________________

Question No. 39 of 24 October, 2012

To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 10 and 
16 of 32 June 2011, if he will report any developments or discussions that have occurred since 
with either his British or European counterparts and arising from this, if he will seek submis-
sions from the public and organisations and State Departments on the implications, benefits or 
disadvantages to Ireland if our time zone was changed to European time; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.

Answer

I wish to inform the Deputy that my Department has not held discussions with either our 
British or other European counterparts in relation to changing our time zone since June 2011.

 I can further inform the Deputy that a report entitled Review of the scope, quality and 
robustness of available evidence regarding putting the clocks forward by one hour, the year 
round, in the UK   was prepared for the United Kingdom’s Department for Business Innova-
tion & Skills and published on that Department’s website on 13 August, 2012. The report may 
be accessed via the following link (http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/employment-matters/
docs/r/12-1036-review-evidence-putting-clocks-forward).

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that I have no plans at this time to seek submissions 
from the public and organisations and State Departments on the implications, benefits or dis-
advantages to Ireland in relation to changing our time zone to “European time”. However, of-
ficials of my Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs are keeping a close watch on 
the issue and should the position I have outlined change I will review the situation.

14/05/2013WRT04350National Identity Card

14/05/2013WRT04400486. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to intro-
duce a national identity card; if officials in his Department have engaged with other Depart-
ments regarding this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22908/13]

14/05/2013WRT04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may wish to note 
that I have no plans at this time to introduce a national identity card system and, accordingly, 
the question of consultations with other Departments on this matter does not arise.

14/05/2013WRT04550Garda Operations

14/05/2013WRT04600487. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost in-
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curred to the Irish State, if any, for the recent visit to Ireland by the Duke of Kent; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23032/13]

14/05/2013WRT04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote.  In that context I am informed by the Garda authori-
ties that costings in relation to the visit referred to by the Deputy are not readily available and 
that they could not be compiled without a disproportionate use of resources which are required 
for other Garda purposes.

14/05/2013WRU00150Overseas Missions

14/05/2013WRU00200488. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Defence if he will clarify a matter on 
Mali and Ireland’s military involvement on triple lock and US mandate; the date on which this 
happened; when approval by Dáil Éireann and the Government was given. [22398/13]

14/05/2013WRU00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): On 26 February 2013, the Government ap-
proved the deployment of approximately eight (8) members of the Permanent Defence Force 
for service with the EU Training Mission in Mali (EUTM Mali). Three (3) Officers and five (5) 
Non commissioned Officers were deployed to EUTM Mali on 23 March 2013, for a tour of duty 
of approximately five months.  As the size of the Defence Forces contribution to EUTM Mali 
does not exceed twelve personnel, the approval of Dáil Éireann is not required.  

The deployment of members of the Defence Forces in a training role is consistent with 
the provisions of Section 3(1) (b) and 3(1) (d) of the Defence (Amendment) Act, 2006, which 
provide that “A contingent or member of the Permanent Defence Force may, with the prior ap-
proval of and on the authority of the Government, be despatched for service outside the State 
for the purposes of…(b) conducting or participating in training”.. . (d) undertaking monitoring, 
observation or advisory duties”.

While no UN Security Resolution is required to underpin a deployment of Defence Forces 
Personnel for training purposes, the training of the Malian Defence and Security Forces is spe-
cifically provided for in relevant United Nations Security Council Resolutions 2071 (2012) and 
2085 (2012). 

14/05/2013WRU00350Defence Forces Transport

14/05/2013WRU00400489. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update 
on the transport fleets for the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22461/13]

14/05/2013WRU00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Investment in new equipment for the De-
fence Forces, including the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service, and the ongoing maintenance 
support  of and training on equipment is provided for under various subheads in the Defence 
Votes.

The 2013 provision for military transportation is €11.95m; this covers a range of activities 
from the purchase of new vehicles, to inventory and spares management as well as specialised 
training. I am arranging to have details in relation to the vehicle fleet composition forwarded 
to the Deputy as soon as possible. As part of the force generation process, the Defence Forces 
provide their own transport capacity as part of the missions they are participating in.
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14/05/2013WRU00550Defence Forces Properties

14/05/2013WRU00600490. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Defence If he will consider making the 
FCA building in Killorglin, County Kerry that is lying idle for a number of years available to a 
local community group (details supplied) for meetings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22329/13]

14/05/2013WRU00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The property in question, which housed a 
Unit of the Reserve Defence Force up to 30th March 2013, continues to be used for training 
purposes by the military authorities. In the circumstances the property is not available for lease 
or sale at this time.

14/05/2013WRU00750Defence Forces Properties

14/05/2013WRU00800491. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline the complete 
list of properties and land that his Department owns in an area (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; when the properties and land came into possession of his Department; the properties 
and land his Department has disposed of in the past ten years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22482/13]

14/05/2013WRU00900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The list of property and land in Wicklow 
which my Department owns is outlined below. Some of these properties were acquired on the 
independence of the State and others were acquired in the intervening period. My Department 
has not disposed of any property or land in the Wicklow area in the past ten years.

Department of Defence Property and Land in Wicklow
Glen of Imaal Range (incl Range Warden’s Post, Seskin)
Kilbride Camp
Coolmooney Camp and Lands
Kilpeddar Rifle Range, Bray
Rockbrae House and Lands, Bray

14/05/2013WRU00950Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRU01000492. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel in 
whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the aegis of his Department 
in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to 
€40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, 
€80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, 
€150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, 
€300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, 
and more than €500,000. [22786/13]

14/05/2013WRU01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The only body under the aegis of my De-
partment is the Army Pensions Board. The number of whole time equivalent staff employed in 
the Department and the Army Pensions Board at 30 April 2013 was 350.25.  The table below 
outlines the number of whole time equivalent staff in the Department of Defence and its agency 
broken down in the salary brackets specified by the Deputy.   
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Salary Bracket Whole Time Equivalent Numbers
Below €20,000 9.70
€20,001 - €30,000 44.93
€30,001 - €40,000 99.19
€40,001 - €50,000 94.03
€50,001 - €60,000 48.20
€60,001 - €70,000 5.80
€70,001 - €80,000 27.40
€80,001 - €90,000 9
€90,001 - €100,000 8
€100,001 - €125,000 1
€125,001 - €150,000 2
€150,001 - €175,000 Nil
€175,001 - €200,000 1
There are no staff employed on salaries of over €200,000.

14/05/2013WRU01150Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRU01200493. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Defence the individual amount of 
overtime paid in the case of each political-ministerial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 
2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such payments were made 
to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for the same period. [22872/13]

14/05/2013WRU01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have not appointed any political advisors 
in my role as Minister for Defence. I have however engaged the services of a personal assistant 
who assists me in constituency matters. No overtime has been paid in respect of this post.  Simi-
larly, no political advisors have been appointed by Mr. Paul Kehoe, T.D. in his role as Minister 
of State at the Department of Defence. Two civilian drivers were assigned to the Minister of 
State in May 2011, and the extra attendance costs associated with the drivers for the period 1 
May 2011 to date is €19,178.12. 

No overtime was paid since 2007 to the political advisors, personal secretaries and personal 
assistants appointed by my predecessors.

The post of Secretary General does not accrue additional remuneration for any extra atten-
dance liability that arises.

14/05/2013WRU01350Naval Service Vessels

14/05/2013WRU01400494. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if he will outline the projected 
decommissioning dates of each of the current fleet of vessels belonging to the Irish Naval Ser-
vice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22885/13]

14/05/2013WRU01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is intended to decommission the L.É. 
Emer in September 2013 and the L.É Aoife in September 2014. These dates correspond to the 
need for the Naval Service to be in a position to crew the two new replacement ships which are 
currently being built. The replacement ships are scheduled for delivery in early 2014 and 2015. 
There are no plans at present to decommission any of the remaining ships in the fleet.
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14/05/2013WRU01550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU01600495. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when agri-environment option scheme payments will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22147/13]

14/05/2013WRU01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st   December 2010 and full payment totalling €114.72 issued in respect of 2010. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  Payments in respect of the 2011 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verifica-
tion of capital investment through checks on receipts.  These checks have now been finalised 
and payment for the 2011 scheme year will issue shortly. 

14/05/2013WRU01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU01800496. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway has not received their payment; 
when their payment will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22150/13]

14/05/2013WRU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st  November 2010 and full payments totalling €237.98 and €3,565.56 issued in re-
spect of 2010 and 2011 respectively.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The application of the person 
named was selected for a ground inspection which took place on 19th  September 2012. Dur-
ing this inspection, areas of non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the scheme were 
noted in relation to the Planting of New Hedgerow and Water Trough Installation actions which 
resulted in a penalty being imposed. A letter issued to the person named informing him of this 
penalty and giving him the option to appeal the decision. As no record of an appeal has been 
received, my Department is now processing the application of the person named to apply the 
penalty and payment will shortly issue on this basis.

14/05/2013WRU01950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU02000497. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
sition regarding payments or organic REP scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick. [22154/13]

14/05/2013WRU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
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be completed before any payments can issue. The application of the person named was also 
selected for an on farm inspection. In the course of this inspection, carried out in June 2012, 
penalties amounting to 22% were imposed for failure to abide by the Terms and Conditions of 
the REP Scheme in relation to Measure 2 “Grassland and Soil Management  ”. This penalty was 
subsequently reduced to 6% following an appeal and the 2012 payment has issued based on this 
revised decision - 75% payment for the amount of €5,400.82 issued dated 9 May and the 25% 
balancing payment amounting to €2,556.68 issued dated 10 May.

The person named also received 75% of his 2012 organic payment which amounts to 
€3,368.35.  The balancing 25% payment will issue shortly.

14/05/2013WRU02150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU02200498. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Cavan will receive their agri-environment options 
scheme payments for 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22163/13]

14/05/2013WRU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1st  September 2010 and full payment totalling €1,170.16 issued in respect of 2010.  

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must 
be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2011 Scheme year 
are subject to a similar administrative checking process. These checks have been successfully 
completed and payments in respect of 2011 have issues in the last few days. My Department 
will now proceed to process the payment in respect of 2012 with a view to payment as quickly 
as possible.

14/05/2013WRU02350Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU02400499. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their REP scheme 4 payment; 
the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22196/13]

14/05/2013WRU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in September 2009 and received payments for the first three years 
of their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Following this administrative check an issue 
was discovered in relation to ownership of land and entitlement to draw down payments on 
such lands under REPS 4. A letter requesting clarification of this matter issued to the person 
named. A reply to this letter was recently received and an initial examination of the documenta-
tion received indicates that the response is incomplete. Officials will contact the person named 
again regarding the matter and as soon as a satisfactory reply is received the application will be 
further processed.
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14/05/2013WRU02550Coillte Teoranta Lands

14/05/2013WRU02600500. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if there is a policy by Coillte, either nationally or at local Coillte level, of charging groups who 
wish to walk through State owned lands; when this was decided; the persons that support this 
initiative; the person that sets the fee and decides who should pay or not; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22202/13]

14/05/2013WRU02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of the forest estate, are the responsibil-
ity of the company.  

Coillte has advised, in relation to your query, that it welcomes responsible users who prac-
tice Leave No Trace. Since the 1970s, an Open Forest Policy has been in place in relation to the 
State’s forests, now vested in Coillte, which allows permissive access on foot. This policy was 
continued by Coillte upon its establishment in 1989.  Under this policy the general public are 
permitted and welcome to use forest lands for non-commercial, informal, recreational purposes 
subject to visitors taking due care for their safety, having consideration for other forest users 
and respecting the nature of Coillte’s commercial operations. This policy is applicable to the 
individual user and small user groups.  

Coillte has also advised that larger groups, generally in excess of 50 people and usually in 
the form of pre-organised events, are also welcome under permit available upon request from 
the local forest manager and that a nominal charge usually applies in such cases to cover licence 
administration and other costs.  The requirement for a permit for such large organised groups 
allows for the checking of insurances, completion of a HIRA (hazard identification risk assess-
ment), assessment of environmental impacts and other related issues such as parking require-
ments etc.

14/05/2013WRU02750Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRU02800501. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will consider extending the deadline for completion of works under the sow welfare 
scheme beyond the 30 September 2013 in view of the difficulties facing farmers in meeting this 
deadline due to the ongoing inclement weather; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22214/13]

14/05/2013WRU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deadline 
of end-September 2013 for completion of work under the TAMS Sow Welfare Scheme forms 
part of the EU conditions of approval for the Scheme.   The original deadline for completion of 
work under the Scheme was 31 December 2012 and EU Commission approval was required for 
the extension of that date to end-September 2013.  

As the new EU animal welfare rules for the sector have been in force since 1 January 2013, I 
have no plans to seek the EU Commission’s approval to further extend the deadline for comple-
tion of works under the Scheme.

14/05/2013WRU02950Departmental Staff Redeployment

14/05/2013WRU03000502. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the number of staff from his Department in County Galway that have transferred to the 
Department of Social Protection in counties Mayo or Sligo; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22236/13]

14/05/2013WRU03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In answer to 
the Deputy’s question, I can confirm that no staff from My Department’s office in County Gal-
way transferred to the Department of Social Protection in Counties Mayo or Sligo since March 
2011.

14/05/2013WRU03150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRU03200503. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reasons a person (details supplied) in County Wexford has not received their single farm 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22240/13]

14/05/2013WRU03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the applicant was one of a number selected for inspection under 
the 2012 Single Payment Scheme. During the course of this inspection discrepancies were iden-
tified in relation both eligibility and cross compliance requirements that have required further 
investigation. This process is ongoing and a decision will be communicated to the applicant as 
soon as possible.

The applicant will have the right to seek a review of the decision made on completion of this 
process and will also have the right to appeal the outcome of any such review, in due course, to 
the independent Agriculture Appeals Office.

14/05/2013WRU03350Single Payment Scheme Appeals

14/05/2013WRU03400504. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reasons a person (details supplied) in County Wexford has not received their single farm 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22241/13]

14/05/2013WRU03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the applicant was one of a number selected for inspection under 
the 2012 Single Payment Scheme. This inspection resulted in findings of an over-declaration in 
area of between 3% and 20%, which under the terms and conditions of the scheme, resulted in 
a reduced payment. The applicant was notified of this decision on 13th  November 2012. 

In addition, a Cross Compliance inspection identified breaches relating to bovine identifica-
tion and registration requirements which resulted in a 15% penalty. The applicant was notified 
of this decision on 16 October 2012.  The payment due to the applicant issued on 5 December 
2012.

A request for a review of the decision in this case has been received and is currently being 
examined. The person named will be notified of the outcome of this review as soon as possible, 
which can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months of the 
date of the review. 

14/05/2013WRU03550Single Payment Scheme Appeals
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14/05/2013WRU03600505. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reasons a person (details supplied) in County Wexford has not received their single farm 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22242/13]

14/05/2013WRU03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the applicant was one of a number selected for inspection under 
the 2012 Single Payment Scheme. This inspection resulted in findings of an over-declaration in 
area of between 3% and 20%, which under the terms and conditions of the scheme, resulted in a 
reduced payment. The applicant was notified of this decision on 17 October 2012.  The balanc-
ing payments due to the applicant issued on 16 October and 3 December 2012.

A request for a review of the decision in this case has been received and is currently being 
examined. The person named will be notified of the outcome of this review as soon as possible, 
which can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months of the 
date of the review. 

14/05/2013WRU03750Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU03800506. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has not received their REP scheme payment 
in full for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22258/13]

14/05/2013WRU03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,333.32 issued in respect of 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 
2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes the 
requirement to return a valid Soil Sample Declaration. My Department has yet to receive a Soil 
Sample Declaration from the person named. Following the issue of an initial letter regarding 
this matter, reminder letters issued to the person named in November 2012 and April 2013.  
Payment for 2012 will issue at the earliest opportunity once this issue has been resolved and all 
validations have been successfully completed.

14/05/2013WRU03950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRU04000507. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an agri-environment options scheme payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo. [22259/13]

14/05/2013WRU04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has no record of an application having been received or participation in the Agri Environ-
ment Options Scheme having been approved for the person named on the basis of the details, 
including herd number, provided.

14/05/2013WRU04150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRU04200508. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
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a REP scheme payment will be paid to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22268/13]

14/05/2013WRU04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named joined the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS 4) in April 2009 and received 
payments for the first two years of the contract period.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  It is a requirement of REPS 4 that an applicant 
must submit a Single Payment Scheme application. During the administrative check on the 
2011 scheme year, it was discovered that the person named failed to submit a 2011 Single 
Payment Scheme application and, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the scheme, 
is ineligible for REPS 4 in 2011. This issue is currently the subject of an appeal to the Single 
Payments Scheme Division in the Department and I expect that a decision will issue shortly to 
the person named.

In the meantime, the REPS 4 payment in respect of 2012 is being finalised and payment will 
issue shortly to the person named.

14/05/2013WRU04350International Agreements

14/05/2013WRU04400509. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of the Memorandum of Understanding on Agricultural and Fisheries Cooperation be-
tween his Department and the Ministry of Agriculture of the People’s Republic of China done 
at Beijing on 16 April 2012, Treaty Series No. 5 of 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22275/13]

14/05/2013WRU04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Memo-
randum of Understanding ( MOU) on Agriculture and Fisheries cooperation between the Min-
istry of Agriculture of the People’s Republic of China and the Department of Agriculture Food 
and the Marine, which I signed on 16 April, 2012, provides a framework for the strengthening 
of the bilateral relationship between Ireland and China in the area of agriculture and fisheries, 
by developing and strengthening mutually beneficial cooperation and friendly relations and by 
enhancing economic, scientific, technological and trade cooperation in the agricultural and fish-
eries sectors. It also provides for the sharing of expertise and the exchange of officials, designed 
to provide assurances to the Chinese authorities of the integrity of our food production systems, 
our high veterinary and food safety procedures and of our technologically advanced agri and 
seafood sectors, thereby enhancing trade and facilitating increasing exports.

This MOU builds on an original MOU agreed in September 2006 and on the Action Plan 
on Mutual Cooperation between both Ministries which I signed on 28 May, 2011, and which 
provided for Chinese officials to undertake work placements in the Department of Agriculture 
Food and the Marine (DAFM) and in the Marine Institute in addition to undertaking educational 
courses in agrifood related areas.

Since the signing of the renewed MOU in April, 2012, there has been a significant increase 
in the number of political and trade related visits from China to Ireland. My Department hosted 
seven inward delegations from China in 2012, including three Vice Ministerial visits, one in-
spection visit and visits by senior Chinese officials including a joint study visit by EU and Chi-
nese officials as part of their cooperation agreement. Two further Chinese Vice Minister’s will 
visit Ireland in May and June. 
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There have been two work placements in the Marine Institute in 2012 and 2013, during 
which important joint research based work was undertaken, while Teagasc is currently hosting 
a Chinese official, also undertaking research work. A Chinese official successfully completed 
an Irish web based veterinary certificate course in 2012 in addition to undertaking a work 
placement in the Department. A further work placement was also facilitated in my Department 
related to the dairy sector. On an annual basis, my Department also facilitated 4 study visits by 
Chinese officials.

Of particular significance is that in the period 2010-2012, Irish exports to China of food 
beverages, seafood and other agri related products have increased from €167m to €323m, an 
increase of 93%.  

I am therefore very pleased that the MOU signed during my trade mission to China in April 
2012 has been a sound basis for developing a mutually beneficial relationship between China 
and Ireland in the agriculture and fisheries sectors.  

14/05/2013WRU04550Animal Identification Scheme

14/05/2013WRU04600510. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline the details of the centralised equine database; when he expects it to become fully 
operational; the length of time he believes it will take to for all animals to be registered; the cost 
implications of the database; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22281/13]

14/05/2013WRU04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The infra-
structure for the central equine database is now in place.  The central database can be used to 
supplement the checks carried out by Department staff in the two premises that slaughter equine 
animals currently.  Aside from the usual Veterinary checks, the passport of an animal presented 
for slaughter is examined to ensure that it has not been tampered with, that the markings re-
corded on the passport match the animal and that the animal is eligible for entry to the human 
food chain.   

The central equine database is being developed on the Animal Identification and Movement 
(AIM) system which contains data on cattle, sheep and pigs. AIM is a generic animal identi-
fication and movement system and it was possible to adapt the existing facilities to create the 
equine database and to implement the checks at slaughter plants.  The database is being estab-
lished within the current budgetary allocation for the development and maintenance of the AIM 
system in addition to some very limited once-off staff costs and the cost of the installation of 
communication lines and computer hardware equipment at the two slaughterhouses.

The Department requested the Passport Issuing Organisations (PIOs) to submit an electronic 
file containing the details of all equine animals registered from 1 January 1980 up to May 2013 
for loading onto the central equine database on 4th and 5th  May 2013. Arrangements have been 
put in place to provide for the on-going notification by the PIOs of new equine animal registra-
tions to the database on a nightly basis. There are some technical issues still to be resolved with 
the data received and a significant amount of additional data is expected over the next few days.  
Contacts are continuing with the PIOs in order to obtain all the equine animal registration data 
in the appropriate format at the earliest possible date. 

14/05/2013WRV00150Fish Discards

14/05/2013WRV00200511. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
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will clarify the position in respect of fish discards here in comparison to other EU countries; if 
our laws are much stricter; the position regarding sea bass quotas; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22289/13]

14/05/2013WRV00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Discarding 
is a complex global problem where unwanted catches are returned to the sea as a result of a 
number of factors including quota restrictions, high grading, minimum landing sizes, and mar-
ket conditions. Levels of discards in EU Member States vary depending on the size and nature 
of the fishery. The evidence in relation to mixed fisheries across western waters indicates a 
consistently high level of discards and presents a significant problem for all EU Member States  
involved in fishing EU waters.

Finding practical and implementable solutions to the wasteful practice of discarding fish is 
a major component of the current reform proposals for the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). 
Since taking up office as Marine Minister, I have worked tirelessly to influence and drive a 
change in policy which will urgently lead to an end to discarding. I have prioritised securing 
final agreement between the EU Fisheries Council and the Parliament on reform of the CFP 
throughout the Irish EU Presidency and we are making considerable progress in this regard.  
The Fisheries Council which commenced yesterday and continues today is seeking to agree a 
compromise package on the CFP reform, including in relation to dealing with discards, with a 
view to finalising negotiations with the EU Parliament and the Commission before the end of 
the Irish Presidency.

Ireland has been to the forefront in the drive to reduce and eliminate discards for many years 
and I was delighted to launch an Irish “discard” atlas in 2011, which is a detailed compendium 
of discards by the Irish Fleet targeting whitefish on a stock by stock and area by area basis.  This 
was the first publication of its kind and placed Ireland firmly to the fore in the debate on elimi-
nating discards and assisted in advancing the case for a phased elimination of discards as part 
of the CFP reform package. I have urged other Member States to produce similar publications 
for their fleet.   It can be expected that discard levels are similar for similar fleets operating in 
the same fisheries across the EU.

In relation to sea bass, the EU Commission has not yet advised if it intends to pursue a TAC 
and quota regime for sea bass for 2014.   I will continue to press Ireland’s case at every oppor-
tunity at EU level including at EU Fisheries Council meetings and will consider management 
arrangements for sea bass when and if Council decides on TACs and quotas for the relevant 
stocks.

14/05/2013WRV00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

14/05/2013WRV00400512. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
review the conditions of the agri-environment options scheme (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22297/13]

14/05/2013WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
terms and conditions of the Agri-environmental Options Scheme, a longer closed period and 
a later cutting date than normally apply in the case of conventional silage or hay meadows are 
required because of the lower fertiliser allocation permitted on Traditional Hay Meadows de-
clared under the scheme.

Under the 2010 scheme (AEOS 1), meadows for conservation that are declared under the 
Traditional Hay Meadow measure cannot be cut before 1st July. Under the 2011 and 2012 
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schemes, the applicable date is 15th July. The restriction ensures that the environmental objec-
tives of the scheme are met by ensuring that seeds from the grass species in the meadow have 
had time to spread and contribute to maintaining and increasing the diversity within the sward. 
Scheme participants are required to make hay on these meadows. However, when hay cannot be 
saved due to bad weather, the participant can make silage subject to certain conditions.

My Department recently extended the commencement date for the closed period for 2013 
for the Traditional Hay Meadow option in AEOS from 15th April to 15th May in light of the 
recent bad weather and fodder crisis. I have no plans at present to review the requirement in 
relation to the earliest date for cutting.

14/05/2013WRV00550Agrifood Sector Issues

14/05/2013WRV00600513. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
explain the position he took regarding the vote on the new EU seed law designed to ban all 
traditional vegetable varieties unless registered and licensed, which went before the council on 
6 May. [22300/13]

14/05/2013WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Rather than 
a vote at Council, the European Commission formally presented its proposals on 6 May con-
cerning a comprehensive package of measures to strengthen the enforcement of health and 
safety standards for the entire agri-food chain. The package of measures expect to provide a 
modernised and simplified, more risked-based approach to the protection of health and more 
efficient control mechanisms to ensure the effective application of the rules guiding the opera-
tion of the food chain.

As it stands, the current body of EU legislation covering the food chain consists of almost 
70 separate pieces of legislation. The package of reform proposes to reduce this down to 5 
pieces of legislation. These are: Plant Health, Animal Health, Plant Reproductive Material, Of-
ficial Controls and Financing Regulations. It is anticipated that the new streamlined legislation 
proposals would reduce the red-tape on processes and procedures for farmers, breeders and 
food business operators to make it easier for them to carry on business.

The regulation proposed for the commercial plant and seed sector differs very little from 
those rules already in operation, apart from the introduction of a more streamlined certification 
process. Importantly though, the regulation proposes to reduce the administrative burden on 
micro-enterprises, such as small seed processors who would be exempted by-and-large from 
all mandatory registration and control charges. Private gardeners and amateur growers would 
not be affected by these proposed regulations and would be able to continue to exchange seed 
as before.

It is anticipated that the new regime will not be in place before 2016. In the intervening peri-
od, all stakeholders will have ample opportunity to raise any legitimate concerns. The European 
Commission intends to engage proactively with stakeholders through information seminars to 
provide concrete and accurate information on both the content and scope as well as the basis 
for the legislation. During the negotiation phase of both the overarching regulations and sub-
sequent implementing rules, there will be further engagement with all stakeholders to ensure a 
balanced outcome.

14/05/2013WRV00750Single Payment Scheme Applications
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14/05/2013WRV00800514. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the balance of a single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry who is struggling with the current fodder crisis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22341/13]

14/05/2013WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from 
the person named on 12 December 2012 with accompanying medical evidence relating to the 
late submission (closing date for receipt was 15 May 2012).

Having considered the medical evidence, it was decided to accept the late application on an 
exceptional basis.    Payment under the Single Payment Scheme issued on 18 December 2012.

Following the processing of a Single Payment Entitlements Trade application, a supple-
mentary payment under the Single Payment Scheme issued on 21 February 2013.  There are, 
therefore, no outstanding monies due in this case.

14/05/2013WRV00950Single Payment Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRV01000515. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason for the delay in issuing an agri-environment option scheme payment to a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Cork; when the payment will be made; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22351/13]

14/05/2013WRV01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,235.95 issued in respect of 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  Payments in respect of the 
2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes 
verification of capital investment through checks on receipts. During the checking process on 
the Capital Investment Claim issues were identified in relation to the claimed units for the Tree 
Planting Standard action which may result in a penalty being imposed. My Department is fi-
nalising its examination of this case with the intention of finalising the 2012 application at the 
earliest opportunity.

14/05/2013WRV01150Single Payment Scheme Appeals

14/05/2013WRV01200516. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will review penalities imposed on a person (details supplied) in County Wexford regarding 
their single farm payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22362/13]

14/05/2013WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The penalty 
in this case was imposed because, according to my Department’s record, the amount of nitro-
gen from livestock manure applied to land on the holding in 2011 (including that deposited by 
animals) was 194 kgs per Hectare, which exceeded the limit of 170 kgs per hectare set down 
in the Nitrates Regulations. The financial penalty involved in this case represents 3% of 2011 
Single Farm Payment and/or Disadvantaged Areas Scheme/REPS/AEOS, where applicable, for 
the person named.
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It is open to the person named to appeal this deduction in writing, within a three month 
time limit from the date of notification which in this case was 16 April 2013, to the Agriculture 
Appeals Office, Kilminchy Court, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. The Agriculture Appeals Office is an 
independent body established to provide an appeals service to farmers in respect of decisions 
of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine relating to entitlements under the vari-
ous schemes available. In making the appeal a person must include all the facts and contentions 
upon which they intend to rely on together with such documentary evidence that they may wish 
to submit in support of an appeal.

14/05/2013WRV01350Agrifood Sector Issues

14/05/2013WRV01400517. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
supports the EU legislation to control the propagation and sale of seed. [22363/13]

14/05/2013WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I assume that 
the Deputy is referring to the European Commission announcement of its proposals on 6 May 
concerning a comprehensive package of measures to strengthen the enforcement of health and 
safety standards for the entire agri-food chain. The package of measures expect to provide a 
modernised and simplified, more risked-based approach to the protection of health and more 
efficient control mechanisms to ensure the effective application of the rules guiding the opera-
tion of the food chain.

As it stands, the current body of EU legislation covering the food chain consists of almost 
70 separate pieces of legislation. The package of reform proposes to reduce this down to 5 
pieces of legislation. These are: Plant Health, Animal Health, Plant Reproductive Material, Of-
ficial Controls and Financing Regulations. It is anticipated that the new streamlined legislation 
proposals would reduce the red-tape on processes and procedures for farmers, breeders and 
food business operators to make it easier for them to carry on business.

The regulation proposed for the commercial plant and seed sector differs very little from 
those rules already in operation, apart from the introduction of a more streamlined certification 
process. Importantly though, the regulation proposes to reduce the administrative burden on 
micro-enterprises, such as small seed processors who would be exempted by-and-large from 
all mandatory registration and control charges. Private gardeners and amateur growers would 
not be affected by these proposed regulations and would be able to continue to exchange seed 
as before.

It is anticipated that the new regime will not be in place before 2016. In the intervening peri-
od, all stakeholders will have ample opportunity to raise any legitimate concerns. The European 
Commission intends to engage proactively with stakeholders through information seminars to 
provide concrete and accurate information on both the content and scope as well as the basis 
for the legislation. During the negotiation phase of both the overarching regulations and sub-
sequent implementing rules, there will be further engagement with all stakeholders to ensure a 
balanced outcome.

14/05/2013WRV01550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Reopening

14/05/2013WRV01600518. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to reopen the agri-environment options scheme for farmers; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22379/13]
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14/05/2013WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the 
challenging budgetary constraints facing my Department, last year I secured an additional €20 
million annually to fund a new agri-environment scheme and on foot of this I announced the re-
opening of the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS).  I decided on a maximum payment 
of €4,000 per annum for individual applicants to allow for up to 6,000 new participants to be 
accepted into the scheme. I expect approval letters to issue shortly.

I have no plans at present to re-open the Scheme.

14/05/2013WRV01750Single Payment Scheme Appeals

14/05/2013WRV01800519. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a single farm payment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22380/13]

14/05/2013WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
the original decision on the penalty in this case, which took account of correspondence received 
from Kerry County Council, resulted in the level of penalty being reduced from 20% to 15%. 
This decision was notified to the applicant on 8 February 2013 and the additional amount due 
issued to the nominated bank account on 14 February. 

However, this outcome has since been appealed to the Agriculture Appeals Office on 14 
March 2013. The request is currently being processed and staff from the Appeals Office, which 
is independent from my Department, will be in touch with the person named in due course to 
arrange an oral hearing.

14/05/2013WRV01950Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRV02000520. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a suckler cow scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22391/13]

14/05/2013WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 15 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme.

An issue arose with weaning dates for some of the animals which has now been resolved. 
Payment will issue in the near future, subject to final confirmation that all of the other Terms 
and Conditions of the Scheme have been complied with.

14/05/2013WRV02150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRV02200521. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason the 2012 agri-environment option scheme payment has not been issued in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [22392/13]

14/05/2013WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,033.03 issued in respect of 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 



14 May 2013

235

a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verifica-
tion of capital investments through checks on receipts. The person named did not deliver the 
Conservation of Genetic Resources action in accordance with the Terms and Conditions of 
the scheme and a 10% penalty was imposed.  The application has been finalised for the 2012 
scheme year and 75% payment (net of penalty) totalling €2,144.29 issued dated 13 May 2013.  
The balancing 25% payment will issue shortly.

14/05/2013WRV02350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

14/05/2013WRV02400522. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an agri-environment options scheme payment in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo; if he will expedite this payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22443/13]

14/05/2013WRV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,089.08 issued in respect 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The application of the person 
named was selected for a ground inspection which took place on 2 November 2012. During this 
inspection, areas of non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the scheme were noted in 
relation to the Planting of New Hedgerow and Tree Planting - Standard actions which resulted 
in a penalty being imposed.

A letter issued to the person named informing him of this penalty and giving him the option 
to appeal the decision. An appeal was received from the person named and it is currently being 
considered. The person named will be notified in writing of the outcome of this appeal once a 
decision has been made.

14/05/2013WRV02550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRV02600523. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a rural environment protection scheme payment for 2012 will be made to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22451/13]

14/05/2013WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check in 2012 an issue 
arose in relation to ownership of lands which has resulted in a request of further information.  
This request for information was issued in November 2012 and a response was received in my 
Department on 2 May 2013.  My officials are currently examining this information with the 
intention of finalising the 2012 application as soon as possible.
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14/05/2013WRV02750Bovine Diseases

14/05/2013WRV02800524. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo was unable to sell a cow at Ballina Mart; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22473/13]

14/05/2013WRV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The dam in 
question remained a suspect for BVD until the negative laboratory result was received onto 
the Department’s Animal Identification Movement system on the morning of 2 May. The herd-
owner was informed of the negative result on that same day.  In accordance with the provisions 
of the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea Order 2012 (SI 532 of 2012) the herdowner was precluded from 
moving the animal from his holding prior to him being notified of the negative test result.

14/05/2013WRV02950Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRV03000525. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a farmer in County Kerry who has 38 hectares with entitlements with a value of €5,000 has 
an additional 28 hectares without entitlements, the number of entitlements that they would be 
permitted to purchase or would be able to apply to the national reserve; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22477/13]

14/05/2013WRV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A farmer may 
purchase entitlements by way of transfer of entitlements from another farmer. Normally a farm-
er will purchase one entitlement for each hectare of land that is currently free of entitlements. In 
order to transfer entitlements by way of sale a transfer of entitlement application form must be 
completed and submitted to my Department.  The application form for transferring entitlements 
under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme year is available on my Departments website. The clos-
ing date for receipt of completed application is Wednesday 15 May 2013.

In recent years the National Reserve has been used solely to allocate entitlements to new 
entrants to farming who meet certain minimum educational standards.  The Reserve has been 
funded in recent years only from the value of unused entitlements and as the value of unused 
entitlements has decreased, it will not be possible to operate a 2013 or 2014 National Reserve.

14/05/2013WRV03150Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRV03200526. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 736 of 5 February 2013, when payment of suckler calf premium 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22504/13]

14/05/2013WRV03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 18 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme.

Payment has already issued for 15 animals; 9 animals paid on 18th February 2013; 4 ani-
mals paid on 1st March 2013 and 2 animals paid on 2nd May 2013.

Errors have been identified with the remaining 3 animals and a letter issued to the person 
named on 10th May 2013 seeking clarification.
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14/05/2013WRV03350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRV03400527. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding a disadvantaged area scheme refusal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22506/13]

14/05/2013WRV03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
case was impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and was refused derogation in this regard.  The person 
named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Ap-
peals Committee; that appeal was unsuccessful. The appellant was notified accordingly by letter 
dated 12 December 2012.

As advised in that letter, it is now open to the person named to pursue the matter with the 
Office of the Ombudsman.

14/05/2013WRV03550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRV03600528. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding a minimum stocking density disadvantaged area scheme 2012 refusal in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22509/13]

14/05/2013WRV03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
case was impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and was refused derogation in this regard.  The person 
named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Ap-
peals Committee; that appeal was unsuccessful. The appellant was notified accordingly by letter 
dated 12 December 2012.

As advised in that letter, it is now open to the person named to pursue the matter with the 
Office of the Ombudsman.

14/05/2013WRV03750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRV03800529. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
agri-environment option scheme payment for 2010 and 2011 will issue to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22520/13]

14/05/2013WRV03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st September 2010 and 75% payment, totalling €959.18 has issued in respect of 2010.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. The person named was also 
selected for an on farm inspection. Following this inspection the person named was notified 
on 5 December 2011 that he was being penalised for non-compliances associated with the Tree 
Planting Standard action. An appeal was received in the Agriculture Appeals Office in March 
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2012 and he was informed in November 2012 that he was successful in his appeal. However 
following this a further issue arose regarding the lease on a specific parcel of land. He was no-
tified of this issue in writing dated 18 December 2012. This issue was rectified in April 2013. 
The 25% balancing payment for 2010 will issue shortly following which the application will be 
processed for 2011 and 2012.

14/05/2013WRV03950Fodder Crisis

14/05/2013WRV04000530. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason some of the hay coming into Ireland and being distributed through the marts is not 
being subsidized (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22530/13]

14/05/2013WRV04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The objec-
tive of the measure is to provide support to farmers in addressing a significant forage shortage 
on farms. This is being achieved by assisting in transport costs associated with importation of 
forage from UK (excluding NI) and other EU Member States. For the purposes of this Scheme, 
eligible forage is defined as Hay, Silage or Haylage, but excludes Straw.

While I initially set a deadline of 3 May and a budget of €1 million for the Scheme, follow-
ing consultation with Met Eireann, Co Ops, the farming organisations, Teagasc and the advice 
of officials working on the ground, I decided to extend the Scheme to 24 May and double the 
funding available. Fodder, eligible under the Scheme and delivered into the country in the next 
two weeks will be covered up to 24 May.

While initially the Scheme was operated through the Dairy Co-operatives, I have now ex-
panded the list of approved participants to include Livestock marts, Co-operatives and other 
outlets. My Department is continuing to monitor the situation on a day by day basis. I under-
stand that this remains a very challenging situation for farmers and this extension will allow 
both farmers and Co Ops to have some certainly around supply of fodder over the coming 
weeks.

The Animal Welfare Hotline remains open, including weekends, for those with emergency 
situations or who need information about where to source fodder: Low-call 1850 21 19 90.

14/05/2013WRV04150Scéim um Chosaint na Timpeallachta Tuaithe

14/05/2013WRV04200531. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén 
uair a íocfar feirmeoir (sonraí tugtha) faoin scéim REPs; an chúis a bhí leis an moil á íoc 
[22532/13]

14/05/2013WRV04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  Irish Ver-
sion:

Thosaigh an duine luaite REPS 4 i mí Eanáir 2008 agus fuair an duine íocaíochtaí don chéad 
cheithre bliana dá chonradh.

Is beart é REPS 4 faoin gClár Forbartha Tuaithe agus tá sé faoi réir Rialacháin an AE ina n-
éilítear scrúduithe riaracháin a dhéanamh ar gach iarratas sular féidir aon íocaíochtaí a eisiúint. 
Tá na scrúduithe seo curtha i gcrích anois agus sa chás seo dearbhaíodh go n-íocfaí 75% den 
íocaíocht do Bhliain 5 de 2012 ar €7,823.97 é, ar an 3 Bealtaine 2013. Eiseofar an fuílleach 
íocaíochta de 25% de Bhliain 5 go luath.
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English Version:

The person mentioned commenced REPS 4 in January 2008 and received payments for the 
first four years of their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require administrative checks on all applications to be completed 
before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed in this case and the 
2012 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €7,823.97 was confirmed for payment on 3rd May 
2013.  The remaining 25% Year 5 balancing payment will issue shortly.

14/05/2013WRV04350Single Payment Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRV04400532. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
earliest date that a prepayment of the disadvantaged area scheme payments and the single farm 
payment could take place in 2013 in view of the poor weather conditions; the barrier to earlier 
payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22535/13]

14/05/2013WRV04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Mindful of 
ongoing difficulties, I have decided that a formal request should again be made to the EU 
Commission seeking agreement to pay an advance from 16 October of the 2013 Single Farm 
Payment which, being the first day of the new EU financial year is the earliest potential pay-
ment date and almost two months ahead of the standard timeline. It will be recalled that my 
successful approach to Commissioner Ciolos for agreement to making an advance payment of 
the 2012 Single Farm Payment was prompted by the very wet weather experienced throughout 
last summer.

My Department will continue to make every effort to ensure that payments under the 2013 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commence as early as possible in September, while taking into 
account of the need to adhere to the requirement in the governing EU Regulation, which pro-
vides that all eligibility checks must be finalised before full payments can commence.

In light of the difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder supplies, I announced 
the allocation of €1 million to fund the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme, which is designed 
to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) from outside the island of 
Ireland. In light of the continuing difficulties being experienced, I extended the duration of the 
scheme to Friday 24 May, a broadening of its scope to include maize silage and a doubling of 
the budget to €2 million.  I am pleased to note that since the introduction of this Scheme signifi-
cant quantities of fodder have been imported and are reaching those in most need.

Following the issue of approximately 1,500 AEOS payments valued at €1.6m over the last 
two weeks days, close to a further 600 AEOS payments valued at close to €1.5 million will issue 
this week. Both AEOS 1 and 2 payments will continue to issue in the weeks ahead as outstand-
ing queries are resolved. This will bring the total paid out in respect of the 2012 application 
period to just over €40m.

To date approximately 29,200 of the remaining 30,200 REPS 4 participants have been paid 
a total of €167m in respect of the 2012 application period.  An additional €1m will issue this 
week to a further 200 REPS 4 farmers.

I am, of course, keeping the situation under review in light of the ongoing situation.
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14/05/2013WRV04550Sheepmeat Sector

14/05/2013WRV04600533. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
work done by his Department and the agencies operating under the aegis of his Department, 
particularly An Bord Bia, to find new markets for light hill lambs next autumn; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22537/13]

14/05/2013WRV04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The market 
performance of the sheep sector, in common with other agricultural sectors, is a function of 
supply and demand.

I am aware that market conditions for light lamb were particularly challenging last year.

There are two main outlets for light lambs (i) Store lamb trade and (ii) Exports to Mediter-
ranean countries.  The store lamb trade failed to take off in Autumn 2012, largely driven by a 
poor pasture conditions (limited grass, forage) and lack of confidence on the part of store lamb 
finishers who were reluctant to buy expensive feed. Demand within the traditional markets for 
light lamb (Portugal and indirectly Spain) has also been poor over the last two years due to 
the economic downturn in these regions. Indeed total imports of sheep meat into Portugal and 
Spain have fallen by 26% and 42% respectively.

Bearing in mind the difficulties in recent times with these two outlets, the industry and Bord 
Bia are exploring additional new markets for light lambs for 2013.  These markets include 
France and the UK, which are the core export markets for Irish lamb, and Sweden, Belgium 
and Germany, which have been delivering positive growth over the last 2-3 years.  However it 
must be recognised that light lambs (<13kg) are generally not favoured by consumers in these 
regions and it is likely that lambs will need to be finished up to a weight of 17kg+.   I understand 
that Bord Bia has been discussing with the industry on how this could best be done, for example 
overwinter the lambs and dispose of them in the following Spring. 

Research can also be used to assist light lamb producers to bring the carcass to an acceptable 
weight specification. The Teagasc BETTER farm programme has a number of hill farms around 
the country. The aim of this programme is to establish focal points for the on-farm implemen-
tation, development and evaluation of technology that is relevant to hill sheep farmers. Close 
collaboration between Teagasc Researchers & Advisers with these farms aims to help improve 
profitability of hill sheep production.

The recently launched Sheep Technology Adoption Programme (STAP) contains a measure 
designed to help improve the weight, quality and thus price of hill lambs.

My Department is providing significant funding to Sheep Ireland to help deliver on the sig-
nificant profit potential that breed improvement can deliver. A number of hill flocks are involved 
in data recording initiatives which will help identify the most profitable animals to breed from. 

All of these initiatives should help hill farmers in dealing with the vagaries of the market 
and in matching specification with market requirements.

14/05/2013WRW00100Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRW00200534. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
expected total expenditure under the agri-environment schemes under the common agriculture 
policy programme 2007-2013; the percentage of this that will be co-funded by the Exchequer; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22538/13]
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14/05/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Expenditure 
on agri - environment schemes over the period 2007 to 2013 is estimated at €2.015 billion, 
details as follows: - 

- REPs AEOS Total
- €m. €m. €m.
2007 311.750 - 311.750
2008 312.080 - 312.080
2009 341.123 - 341.123
2010 321.864 - 321.864
2011 260.952 14.107 275.059
2012 198.266 54.947 253.213
2013 estimated 148.575 51.800 200.375
Estimated Total 2007 
to 2013

1,894.610 120.854 2,015.464

When EU co funding is taken into account, the net Exchequer cost of funding eligible ex-
penditure on REPs and AEOS agri environment measures is, subject to EU funding limitations, 
45% and 25% respectively.

14/05/2013WRW00400Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRW00500535. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture; Food and the Marine the 
expected total expenditure under the disadvantaged area scheme under the common agriculture 
policy programme 2007-2013; the percentage of this that will be co-funded by the Exchequer; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22539/13]

14/05/2013WRW00600542. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture; Food and the Marine the 
total expenditure under the disadvantaged area scheme each year under the disadvantaged area 
scheme 2007 to 2013; the expected expenditure under this scheme this year including any pay-
ments under the 2013 scheme that will be paid in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22546/13]

14/05/2013WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 535 and 542 together.

Total provision available under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme as provided for in the Ru-
ral Development Programme 2007 – 2013 is €1,799M.  This amount is co-financed by the EU 
up to 55%. The expenditure for each of the years 2007 to 2011, inclusive, is as outlined below

Year Applied Paid Total Amount
2011 101,802 101,078 €222,928,445.97
2010 101,335 100,670 €222,514,981.01
2009 101,626 101,123 €224,481,777.01
2008 102,660 101,934 €254,362,048.52
2007 102,806 102,414 €255,265,611.76
Total €1,179,552,864.27
Processing under the 2012 Scheme remains ongoing, with payments issuing as individual 

cases are confirmed eligible. To date, payments worth €207,821,336.20 have issued to 94,920 
beneficiaries out of the total of 102,454 who applied.  The closing date for the 2013 DAS 
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Scheme is 15 May 2013.

14/05/2013WRW00800Rural Development Programme Funding

14/05/2013WRW00900536. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
programmes funded under the rural development programme 2007-2013; the total estimated 
expenditure under each element of this programme at its conclusion; the expenditure to date; 
the estimated amount that will be provided by Exchequer funding and the amount of Exchequer 
funding to date; the percentage minimum Exchequer funding required under each measure; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22540/13]

14/05/2013WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The table 
sets out the measures funded under the Rural Development Programme 2007 – 2013 [RDP]. 
Under the current approved financial plan in the Programme close on €4.8Bn is allocated at pro-
gramme level. This amount includes an allocation of EAFRD funding of €2.49Bn and €2.3Bn 
of Exchequer funding. Since the launch of the RDP expenditure under the programme up to 
the end of March 2013 amounted to €3.8Bn. This represents close on 79% of the total value 
of the Programme and 85% of the EAFRD amount.   Axes 1 and 2 of the Rural Development 
Programme are administered by my Department while Axes 3 and 4 are delivered by the De-
partment of the Environment, Community and Local Government. Details of the allocation and 
expenditure per measure per fund source under the RDP up to the end of March 2013 are set out 
in the table below. Included in the table is the indicative level in percentage terms of required 
exchequer funding per measure to meet the current approved financial plan. This table does not 
include funds already committed but not as yet claimed. 

 The programme, like all national spending, is subject to ongoing budgetary constraints but 
is configured to maximise all available EU funding. Spending under a number of measures may 
continue until the end of 2015 and this will provide considerable scope to allow all measures to 
spend up to their full allocation. Adjustments have already been made to the RDP financial plan 
and further adjustments are currently being made in order to achieve the fullest possible draw 
down of available funds. These adjustments must take expenditure to date and commitments to 
the end of the programme into account and have regard to the available national funding. 

Axis / Mea-
sure

Current RD-
PAllocation €

EAFRD Al-
location€

Total Exche-
quer Alloca-
tion€

EAFRD and 
Exchequer 
Expendi-
ture2007 – 
March 2013€

Of which EA-
FRD Spend€

Of which-
Exchequer-
Spend€

% of Exche-
quer funding 
required under 
current alloca-
tions€

AXIS 1 – 
Competitive-
ness

Vocational 
training 
(REPS)

5,675,440 3,458,613 2,216,827 7,227,927 4,120,729 3,107,198 39%

Installation 
Aid

12,261,081 7,471,903 4,789,178 12,892,430 6,504,938 6,387,492 38%

Early Retire-
ment

219,188,239 133,592,630 85,595,609 216,450,154 115,915,664 100,534,490 39%

Farm Mod-
ernisation

154,570,446 92,992,230 61,578,216 80,054,052 47,251,733 32,802,319 39.8%

TOTAL 
AXIS 1

391,695,206 237,515,376 154,179,830 316,624,563 173,793,064 142,831,499 39.3%

Axis 2 – En-
vironment and 
land manage-
ment
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Less Favoured 
Areas

1,617,984,198 634,141,309 983,842,889 1,295,213,902 712,367,647 582,846,255 60.8%

Natura 2000 528,582,998 308,720,649 219,862,349 89,717,139 50,226,637 39,490,502 41.45%

Agri-environ-
ment

1,922,493,570 1,058,314,930 864,178,640 1,929,663,382 1,076,014,860 853,648,544 44.9%

TOTAL 
AXIS 2

4,069,060,766 2,001,176,888 2,067,883,878 3,314,594,423 1,838,609,144 1,475,985,301 50.7%

Axis 3

Broadband 17,884,000 13,413,000 4,471,000 0 0 0 25%

TOTAL 
AXIS 3

17,884,000 13,413,000 4,471,000 0 0 0 25%

Axis 4

Competitive-
ness – Food 
Projects.

5,000,000 4,250,000 750,000 89,554 76,120 13,434 15%

Implementing 
Local Devel-
opment Strate-
gies – Quality 
of Life

265,470,511 182,632,819 82,837,692 118,145,071 78,894,141 39,250,930 31.2%

Co-operation 
Projects

7,878,000 5,885,653 1,992,347 2,124,193 1,505,080 619,113 24.3%

Running of 
LAGS

62,464,000 46,666,854 15,797,146 52,727,893 33,935,170 18,792,723 25.1%

TOTAL 
AXIS 4

340,812,511 239,435,326 101,377,185 173,086,711 114,410,511 58,676,200 29.7%

Axis 5 – 
Technical 
Assistance

Technical As-
sistance

6,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 1,441,575 720,789 720,786 50%

OVERALL 
RDP

4,825,452,483 2,494,540,590 2,330,911,893 3,805,747,272 2,127,533,508 1,687,213,786 48.3%

14/05/2013WRW01100Rural Development Programme Funding

14/05/2013WRW01200537. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total and the annualised amount of money provided in the multi-annual framework for the rural 
development programme 2014-2020 for Ireland; the details of the sub-programmes that can be 
co-funded based on the MFF and the Commission’s proposals; the minimum Exchequer fund-
ing percentage required for each element; the minimum percentage of the programme that must 
be used for specific sub programmes such as LEADER type actions, agri-environment schemes 
and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22541/13]

14/05/2013WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) provides a total of 
€2.19bn or some €313m for Ireland per year under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the period 2014 - 
2020. This includes a special allocation of €100 million, over the full period, negotiated in the 
final stages of the talks. Measures which may be funded must address the three rural develop-
ment objectives and the six priorities laid down in the proposal.

The MFF provides for flexibility regarding the co-financing rates for Pillar 2 support mea-
sures and a number of different rates have been incorporated into the proposal. A general co-fi-
nancing rate of 53% is proposed but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such 
as farm and business development, co-operation activities, Leader projects, and other measures. 
Environmental type measures may be co-funded up to 75%. The exchequer funding percentage 
that will be required to draw down the available EU funding will depend firstly on the types of 
measures that will be included in the Programme and secondly on the co-financing rate that is 
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agreed with the EU Commission for these measures. 

As regards the minimum spend for certain measures, the proposal provides that at least 
5% EAFRD funding must be reserved for Leader while the Common Provisions Regulation 
provides that 7% of EAFRD funding must be allocated under a national performance reserve. 
In addition a recital to the rural development regulation proposes that 25% of the total EAFRD 
amount be reserved for diverse environmental operations and climate change mitigation and 
adaptation measures.

14/05/2013WRW01400Agri-Environment Options Scheme Conditions

14/05/2013WRW01500538. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a one year agri-environment scheme for 2014 in the event of the common 
agriculture policy programme 2014-2020 not commencing in 2014; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22542/13]

14/05/2013WRW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Europe-
an Commission EAFRD proposal for the period 2014 – 2020 is still under negotiation as are the 
proposed funding arrangements for the EAFRD under the Multi-annual Financial Framework. 
Transitional rules will be required to bridge the current and 2014-2020 programming period for 
rural development and this is standard practice in the case of Pillar 2 due to the multi annual 
nature of some of the measures. 

Draft transitional rules have been proposed and will be under discussion at EU level over 
the coming months. One of the purposes of these rules will be to allow area based commitments 
undertaken under the current programme to be funded during 2014 out of the new financial 
envelope where the financial resources of the current programme have been exhausted. Under 
the current rural development Regulation agri environment commitments are undertaken as a 
general rule for periods of between five and seven years. There is no provision under the cur-
rent Regulation for an agri environment scheme of one year’s duration which could be funded 
under transitional rules.

14/05/2013WRW01700Rural Development Programme Projects

14/05/2013WRW01800539. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
estimated number of farmers that will be in the REP scheme 4 and the agri environment op-
tion schemes 1, 2 and 3 at 31 December 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22543/13]

14/05/2013WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
currently about 29,300 participants in REPS 4. A total of just under 12,300 of these will cease 
their participation in REPS 4 at 31 December 2013.

At 31 December 2013, there will approximately be 7,600 participants in the 2010 Agri 
Environment Options Scheme (AEOS 1) and 6,150 applicants in the 2011 Agri-Environment 
Options Scheme (AEOS 11). In accordance with the terms and Conditions, participants in the 
schemes with ongoing contracts after 31 December 2013 will be offered the opportunity to 
adjust their commitments for the remainder of the contract period to the new legal framework 
that may be established for the 2014 to 2020 period.  If such transition is not acceptable to the 
participant he/she may withdraw from the scheme without any requirement to repay aid already 
received.
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I also expect that approximately 6,000 applications will shortly be approved for participa-
tion in the 2012 Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS 111). 

14/05/2013WRW02000Rural Environment Protection Scheme Expenditure

14/05/2013WRW02100540. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total number of farmers that joined REP scheme 1, 2, 3 and 4; the total amount of money ex-
pended on each REP scheme to date; the total amount of money that will be expended under 
the REP scheme 4 at the close of the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22544/13]

14/05/2013WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The details 
requested will be forwarded directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRW02300Rural Environment Protection Scheme Expenditure

14/05/2013WRW02400541. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
opening date for the REP scheme 4 and the date on which it closed for new applicants; the 
amount paid out under this scheme each year since its inception to date; the expected expendi-
ture in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22545/13]

14/05/2013WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Rural 
Environment Protection Scheme (REPS 4) was introduced on 8th August 2007 and was closed 
to new applicants on 9 July 2009. 

Details on the amount paid out each year since the inception of the Scheme, including ex-
pected expenditure in 2013 and 2014 will be forwarded directly to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible.    

Question No. 542 answered with Question No. 535.

14/05/2013WRW02700Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRW02800543. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
REP scheme 4 payments will be made to farmers who have had their payments cleared for pay-
ment by his Department; the reason for the delay in issuing payments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22547/13]

14/05/2013WRW02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing all area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative 
check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, 
must be completed before any REPS payment can issue.

Successive EU audits have made it absolutely clear that compliance with the Regulations 
must be strictly adhered to and that all administrative checks must be passed and eligibility 
conditions met before payment issues. As a result, my Department is obliged to ensure that 
individual payments will not issue until all aspects of a farmer’s application are in order, all 
outstanding documentation provided and all queries resolved. In most instances where pay-
ments are outstanding there remains an outstanding query on the application. These queries are 
being resolved on an ongoing basis and officials in my Department will have contacted the ap-
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plicants concerned with the intention of issuing payment as quickly as possible. I am, of course, 
conscious of the difficulties facing the farming community at present and I am prioritising the 
processing of outstanding payments, including REPS, and to ensure that queries are resolved 
and payments expedited.

To date approximately 29,200 of the remaining 30,200 REPS 4 participants have been paid 
a total of €167m in respect of the 2012 application period.  An additional €1m will issue this 
week to a further 200 REPS 4 farmers.

14/05/2013WRW03000Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRW03100544. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a REP scheme 4 payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22548/13]

14/05/2013WRW03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.  

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have been completed in this case 
and the 2012 75% payment amounting to €3,673.81 issued for payment on 8 May 2013.  The 
remaining 2012 25% balancing payment will issue shortly.

14/05/2013WRW03300Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRW03400545. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a REP scheme 4 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22549/13]

14/05/2013WRW03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in March 2008 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative checks an issue was 
discovered in relation to Supplementary Measure 10 (Mixed Grazing) which has resulted in the 
need for further clarification.  A letter issued to the person named dated 21 February 2013. As 
soon as officials in my Department receive a satisfactory response to this letter the application 
will be processed further with the intention of an early resolution and payment in respect of 
2012.

14/05/2013WRW03600Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRW03700546. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a disadvantaged area payment will be made to a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22550/13]
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14/05/2013WRW03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement to have achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 
livestock units per forage hectare on their holding in 2011, and who applied for and were 
granted derogation in this regard.  

However, as the applicant has not as yet demonstrated that the holding satisfies the scheme 
minimum stocking density requirements for the calendar year 2012, no payment currently is 
due.

14/05/2013WRW03900Fodder Crisis

14/05/2013WRW04000547. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if in 
view of the fodder crisis and the fact that farmers are forced to graze land normally set aside 
for silage harvesting, he will examine the nitrates directive, to allow farmers to use additional 
fertiliser to boost silage volumes for the coming winter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22726/13]

14/05/2013WRW04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The rules 
governing the use of nitrates and phosphates are set out in the European Communities (Good 
Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Waters) Regulations 2010 commonly referred to as 
the Nitrates Regulations. Responsibility for these Regulations rests with my colleague, Minister 
Phil Hogan, Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.

These regulations transpose the EU Nitrates Directive into law in Ireland with the objective 
of the Regulations being the protection of ground and surface waters including drinking water 
sources, through the application of measures to reduce the risk of nutrient enrichment from 
Agriculture to water.

The unusually wet weather in 2012 resulted in reduced fodder being available on many 
farms for last winter. The cold and wet weather in the early part of 2013 led to greatly reduced 
grass growth this Spring, culminating in an acute shortage of fodder. 

Clearly the long-term answer to recent fodder shortages is increased grass production as 
soon as possible.  I have asked the advisory services to prioritise advice to farmers in the period 
ahead and to focus on the optimum use of fertiliser in generating feed for the national herd. 

I understand that sales to date this year of fertiliser are running significantly behind the 
corresponding levels of recent years. This indicates that, in the short term at least, there is sig-
nificant scope for farmers to increase fertiliser usage, where appropriate, taking their location, 
soil fertility and other relevant factors into account, without exceeding the limits set out in the 
Nitrates Regulations.  

The situation is being constantly monitored and I will continue to work with all stakeholders 
in the sector to get through this difficult period caused by very unusual weather patterns.

14/05/2013WRW04200Forestry Premium

14/05/2013WRW04300548. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
forestry premium payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22751/13]
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14/05/2013WRW04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appli-
cant’s second instalment of the establishment grant must be paid before his annual premium 
payments can continue. However, the claim for the second instalment highlighted a slight error 
in the grant payment categories (GPCs) originally submitted in the applicant’s claim for the 
first instalment of the establishment grant. The Forest Service has been in contact with the ap-
plicant’s forester regarding the matter and, consequently, it has corrected the GPCs for future 
payments. On this basis, it is expected that the applicant’s second instalment establishment 
grant and his 2013 annual forestry premium will be paid within the next two weeks.

14/05/2013WRW04500Farm Grants

14/05/2013WRW04600549. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if there is a grant available for the reconstruction of damaged farmyard outbuildings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22761/13]

14/05/2013WRW04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are no 
grants available at present from my Department for the reconstruction of damaged outbuildings 
on farms.

14/05/2013WRW04800Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRW04900550. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the 
aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 
to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22782/13]

14/05/2013WRW05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The number 
of full time equivalent personnel in my Department whose annual salary fall into the various 
ranges requested is set out in the table below. The information on the pay ranges of the staff 
of the state bodies under the remit of my Department is an operational matter for each of the 
bodies.

Pay Band Number of staff
more than 500,000 0
€250,001 – 500,000 0
€200,001 - 250,000  0
€175,001 - 200,000 1
€150,001 - 175,000 1
€125,001 - 150,000 8
€100,001 - 125,000 38
€90,001 - €100,000 175
€80,001 - €90,000 149
€70,001 - €80,000 150
€60,001 - €70,000 115
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Pay Band Number of staff
€50,001 - €60,000 577
€40,001 - €50,000 870
€30,001 - €40,000 828
€20,001-€30,000 317
less than €20,000 91
Total 3,320

14/05/2013WRW05100Sugar Industry

14/05/2013WRW05200551. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to revive the sugar beet industry here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22801/13]

14/05/2013WRW05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the outset 
I would like to give the Deputy the background to this issue. The EU Sugar Regime underwent 
a radical reform in 2005 following major EU decisions to restructure the industry. A temporary 
restructuring scheme was introduced with the aim of reducing EU sugar production. Green-
core, the holder of the entire Irish sugar quota, availed of this voluntary scheme, dismantled 
its facilities and ceased production in 2006. Ireland secured €353 million as part of the reform 
package of which €220 million went to beet growers, €127 million to Greencore and €6 million 
to machinery contractors.

Post reform, production in the EU is now concentrated in 18 Member States. The present 
regime runs from 1 September 2006 to the 30 September 2015. There is no mechanism under 
the present EU Regulations which would allow for the re-instatement of the sugar quota for the 
growing of sugar beet in Ireland for the production of sugar. Of course, sugar beet is still grown 
in Ireland as a fodder crop.

In 2011 I met with two separate groups which had conducted feasibility studies, into the 
possibility of rebuilding a new sugar industry in the country. At both meetings, I stated that 
any venture to develop a combined sugar/bioethanol production facility would have to be a 
commercial proposition, financed in total by investors and interested parties and make sound 
economic sense in order to be viable. 

I also further suggested to both groups, the desirability of there being only one single propo-
sition in play, as both studies had indicated a potential for only one such viable project and both 
groups had appeared to accept the reasonableness of this position at the time. Only recently, I 
re-stated that any business plan for a new venture in this area, would need to be competitive and 
that it would have to justify the very substantial investment to build a new facility.

In recent discussions at the Council of Agriculture Ministers, which I am chairing under our 
EU Presidency responsibilities, a deep divide emerged between one group of Member States, 
including Ireland, which favoured abolition of quotas in 2015 and another group of Member 
States which wished to extend quotas to 2020 and beyond. As current President of the Council, 
I made a compromise proposal that garnered the support of a large majority of Member States, 
to extend the quota regime for a further two years until 30 September 2017 when it will finally 
cease.  This is the formal negotiating mandate for the Agriculture Council, as we enter the final 
phase of the ongoing CAP Reform negotiations.   The compromise has been welcomed strongly 
by those who want to re-establish a sugar industry in Ireland. It is my job to ensure that Ireland 
either has a quota or alternatively can produce sugar in the absence of EU quotas. I would, 
however, encourage caution on making decisions to planting sugar beet crops or any other in-
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vestments until we know when Ireland will have the capacity to produce sugar again and when 
the regime is likely to end.

The European Parliament is in favour of extending quotas to 2020. The Council is now in 
detailed trilogue discussions between the EU Commission and the Parliament on the general 
CAP Reform package, including the future of the EU Sugar Regime, and I will do everything I 
can to ensure that we end the Sugar Quota Regime in the EU as soon as possible, so that revival 
efforts here can get off the ground, as long as the commercial case can be made for them. I am 
hopeful that I can bring these talks to a successful conclusion before the end of Ireland’s Presi-
dency role on 30 June next. 

14/05/2013WRW05400Forestry Grants

14/05/2013WRW05500552. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a forestry payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22808/13]

14/05/2013WRW05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Our records 
show that the applicant is registered with the Department’s Online Services since May 2012. In 
November 2012, the Forest Service informed its clients who were registered online (including 
this applicant) that their future premium payment applications would be processed online and 
that therefore it would not be sending paper Form 4s (i.e. the annual premium application form) 
for 2013 to those clients. This letter, however, invited the applicants to request a paper Form 
4 in the event that they did not wish to apply for their 2013 annual premium using the online 
system. Our records show that the above named applicant did not request a paper Form 4.

As he has not applied online, a paper Form 4 will be sent to him by post shortly to enable 
him to apply for his premium. He may still apply online for his 2013 premium, or complete the 
paper Form 4 when he receives it.

14/05/2013WRW05700Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRW05800553. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if con-
sideration will be given to an application for single farm payment or disadvantaged area pay-
ment schemes in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway, taking into account 
that new regulations were introduced mid-year while applications had already been submitted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22824/13]

14/05/2013WRW05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the person 
named does not hold any Single Payment Entitlements, no payment is due under the Single 
Payment Scheme.

With regard to the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the person named is one of a number 
of applicants under the 2012 Scheme, whose cases were impacted by the requirement to have 
achieved a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per forage hectare on their holding 
in 2011, and who applied for and were granted derogation in this regard.  However, while the 
holding was confirmed as having satisfied the six-month minimum stocking requirement, it did 
not, on the basis of the information available, satisfy the twelve-month average. 

Therefore, as of now, no payment is due. However, should the applicant be in a position to 
provide satisfactory evidence of compliance with this latter requirement, the case will be further 
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examined.

14/05/2013WRW06000Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/05/2013WRW06100554. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment of the 40% grant scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny. [22825/13]

14/05/2013WRW06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
concerned is an applicant for grant-aid under the Farm Improvement Scheme.   His application 
for payment has been approved and payment will issue to his bank account shortly.

14/05/2013WRW06300Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRW06400555. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political or ministerial appointee for 
the period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if 
such payments were made to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for the 
same period. [22868/13]

14/05/2013WRW06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The overtime 
paid to each political/ministerial appointee from 1st  January 2007 to date is set out in the table 
below. No overtime payments were made to the Secretary General or Ministerial Advisors. 

MINISTER /  MIN OF 
STATE

GRADE Overtime    €

Mary Coughlan,  Minister 
(1/1/07-6/5/08)

Personal Assistant  2,550.47

Personal  Secretary 10,681.10
Brendan Smith,  Minister 
(7/5/08-9/3/11)

Personal Secretary 25,909.75

Personal Assistant 27,540.21
Simon Coveney, Minister 
(10/3/11 to date)

Press & Political Adviser 26,109.81

Personal Secretary 17,489.36
Brendan Smith,  Minister of 
State (1/1/07-12/7/07)

Personal  Secretary 2,876.03

Personal Assistant 4,169.32
MINISTER/MINISTER OF 
STATE  

GRADE Overtime     €

John BrowneMinister of 
State(14/6/07-12/5/08)

Temporary Clerical Officer 1,606.38

Temporary Clerical Officer 1,655.83
Mary WallaceMinister of 
State(1/1/07-12/5/08)

Personal Assistant 1,477.04

Shane McEntee  Minister of 
State (10/3/11-21/12/12)

Personal Secretary 505.16

Personal Assistant 1,479.45
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MINISTER /  MIN OF 
STATE

GRADE Overtime    €

Personal Assistant 13,582.31

14/05/2013WRW06600Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRW06700556. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a Department official will call on a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny to resolve a 
dispute between the landowner and his Department in relation to the measurement of a plot of 
land being claimed for under the agri-environment option scheme 1 in view of the fact that the 
farmer has had it professionally measured as 0.540 ha. and his Department has measured it as 
0.45 ha.; and if he will expedite a response. [22891/13]

14/05/2013WRW06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part of 
an inspection initiated on the 11th  of October 2011, the parcel in question was reduced from a 
claimed area of 0.5 hectare to a found area of 0.45 hectares.

This decision was notified to the person named on the 4th  of January 2012.  He was also 
advised of his right to seek a review of the decision and of his right to appeal the outcome of 
any such review to the Independent Agriculture Appeals Office. To date, no such application 
has been received.  However, these options remain open to the applicant.

14/05/2013WRX00050Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

14/05/2013WRX00100557. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the new agri-environment option scheme 3 nationally; the number of appli-
cations that have been received up to the end of December 2012; the number that were success-
ful; when the successful applicants will be paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22923/13]

14/05/2013WRX00200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the 
challenging budgetary constraints facing my Department, last year I allocated €20 million an-
nually to fund the agri-environment options scheme, AEOS, and on foot of this I announced 
the re-opening of the scheme.  I decided on a maximum payment of €4,000 per annum for 
individual applicants which, on the basis of previous experience in implementing the scheme, 
indicates that approximately 6,000 new participants can be accepted into the scheme.

A total of 9,689 applications have been received by my Department and I expect that the let-
ters approving participation will issue to the successful applicants very shortly.  All applicants 
should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their application until approved 
for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense incurred prior to formal ap-
proval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

14/05/2013WRX00250Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

14/05/2013WRX00300558. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers from County Kerry who have applied for the new agri-environment option 
scheme 3 up to 31 December 2012; the number that have been successful; when payments for 
the scheme will be made to these farmers in view of the fact that due to present crisis regard-
ing fodder shortage and continuation of adverse weather in County Kerry and subsequent poor 
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grass growth and difficulties in obtaining credits these payments are urgently needed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22930/13]

14/05/2013WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 
9,689 applications have been received by my Department under the agri-environment options 
scheme, AEOS 3,815 of which were received from applicants in Co. Kerry.  I expect that ap-
proval letters for participation in the scheme will issue very shortly to approximately 6,000 of 
the applicants.  AEOS is a measure under the current rural development programme 2007-13, 
and is subject to EU regulations which require detailed administrative checks as well as a cer-
tain level of on-farm inspections to be completed before any payments can issue.  I expect that 
payments will commence towards the end of the year when the administrative checks have been 
completed.  Applicants should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their 
application until approved for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense 
incurred prior to formal approval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

14/05/2013WRX00450Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

14/05/2013WRX00500559. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will examine a REP scheme application due for payment in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry. [22934/13]

14/05/2013WRX00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named joined REPS 4 in May 2009 and received payments for the first three years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 rural development programme and is 
subject to EU regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  Following the 2012 administrative check, queries 
arose in relation to a change of ownership of the lands declared under REPS 4 and the proposed 
retention of some lands amounting for afforestation.  These issues are currently being examined 
by my officials and a decision will shortly be made and conveyed directly to the person named.

14/05/2013WRX00650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

14/05/2013WRX00700560. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a disadvantaged area scheme appeal in respect of a person (details suppied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23000/13]

14/05/2013WRX00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 disadvantaged areas scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare in 2011.  My Department wrote to all concerned applicants in August 2012 
giving them the opportunity to seek derogation from this requirement.  However, to date, my 
Department has no record of receiving an application for derogation in this instance and there-
fore the case could not be progressed.  My Department will now make direct contact with the 
person named regarding this matter.

14/05/2013WRX00850Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/05/2013WRX00900561. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of entitlements in the national reserve at present; if there is going to be any scheme in 
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2013 to allocate entitlements to farmers from the reserve in 2013; if not, the reason for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23001/13]

14/05/2013WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part of the 
implementation of the single payment scheme in 2005, a linear cut of 1.82% was applied to all 
entitlements to fund the national reserve catering for a range of categories including new en-
trants to farming.  This resulted in €22.6 million being allocated in 2005.  From 2006 onwards, 
the national reserve was replenished only from unused expired entitlements which reverted to 
the fund.  From 2008 onwards, the national reserve catered only for land leased out to a third 
party during the reference period and new entrants to farming.  In 2012, the national reserve 
catered for new entrants to farming only.

Over the period 2005 to 2012, entitlements to the value of approximately €39.7 million have 
been allocated to 18,834 farmers from the national reserve.  The reserve is funded only from 
unused entitlements, and the value of unused funds has been decreasing over recent years.  The 
amount of unused funds for the 2013 scheme year will not be known until the 2013 applications 
are processed and paid later this year.  It is not therefore possible to operate a 2013 or 2014 
national reserve.

Under the new CAP regime, there will be a new national reserve in 2015 which can cater for 
farmers who commenced their agricultural activity within the previous five years.  It is likely 
that farmers who commenced farming after May 2011 will be catered for in Ireland.  The CAP 
reform proposals also include a young farmers scheme which makes provision for a top up to 
the value of entitlements held by qualifying young farmers.  This top up is paid annually for a 
period of up to five years following commencement of their farming activity. 

14/05/2013WRX01050Agriculture Schemes Penalties

14/05/2013WRX01100562. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide in tabular form the number of farmers who have had penalties imposed on 
their payments by his Department for failure to cut rushes in 2012 and to date in 2013; if his 
Department has taken into consideration the water logging of the affected land and its impact 
on the farmers’ ability to access the land with machinery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23005/13]

14/05/2013WRX01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment, in the context of delivering the single payment schemes, disadvantaged areas scheme and 
other area related schemes, is required to carry out a programme of annual inspections.  This 
inspection regime covers both the eligibility of land declared to drawn down payments and also 
cross compliance aspects, to ensure adherence with EU regulatory requirements in the areas of 
public, animal and plant health, environment and animal welfare.

In order to be eligible under the single payment scheme and other area based schemes, an 
applicant must ensure that all agricultural land is maintained in good agricultural and environ-
mental condition, GAEC.  Issues relating to control of rushes must, therefore, be seen in this 
overall context.  Farmers can keep grassland in GAEC by conducting an agricultural activity on 
it, such as grazing, harvesting forage crops, or by topping.  Grasslands continue to be eligible 
where it is evident that the stocking rate on the land is sufficient and, for example, keeps rushes 
under control and avoids their proliferation.  In such situations, the reality is there may not be a 
necessity to cut rushes.  However, where a farmer cuts rushes as part of management practice, 
with the exception of certain designated lands, there are no restrictions on when this is done, 
enabling the task to be carried out at any time throughout the year once conditions are suitable.
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I am acutely aware of the weather related difficulties being experienced by farmers and of 
their concern in respect of their ability to meet the various compliance requirements.  When 
conducting inspections, my Department’s personnel take prevailing weather conditions into 
account.  For example, where the practice is to cut rushes and it has not been possible to top 
them in the current year, inspectors will take a broader assessment including whether there is 
evidence that they have been cut in previous years.

Where land is deemed ineligible, this, in the main, is a result of the inclusion of ineligible 
areas or features and where it is not being used for an agricultural purpose. In cases where 
land with rushes is rejected, it will be seen that this is due to the broader issue of insufficient 
agricultural activity being undertaken on it to keep it in GAEC.  My Department therefore does 
not maintain records specifically on the presence of rushes since the issue has to be seen in the 
broader context.

14/05/2013WRX01250Forestry Grants

14/05/2013WRX01300563. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a forestry grant payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23037/13]

14/05/2013WRX01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): This appli-
cant’s annual forestry premium for 2013 was paid on 10 May 2013.  Therefore there are cur-
rently no outstanding grants or premiums.

14/05/2013WRX01450Agriculture Schemes Payments

14/05/2013WRX01500564. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding single farm payments that were claimed by a person as an individual in 2011 
but the farming set up is now run by them through a limited company; if the company will be 
able to claim the payments originally activated by the person should the 2011 activation mea-
sure, as part of the reference year proposals come to fruition under the new Common Agricul-
tural Policy proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23039/13]

14/05/2013WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The negotia-
tions on reforms to the CAP are still under way and it is not possible to say with any certainty 
what the final outcome will be, nor what precise impact the reform will have on individual 
farmers.  The Commission’s proposal is that entitlements will be based on hectares declared 
in 2014 but the farmer must have activated one entitlement in 2011.  The approach agreed by 
the Council gives member states the option of basing entitlements on hectares declared either 
in 2012, 2013 or 2014 and the 2011 activation clause is made optional for member states and 
extended to 2010.  The European Parliament view is close to that of the EU Commission.  These 
three different positions are currently the subject of negotiations between the three institutions 
and it is too early to say what the final outcome may be.

14/05/2013WRY00075Abortion Services

14/05/2013WRY00100565. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of minors in State care who have been taken abroad for abortions since 1992; the grounds on 
which the abortions were obtained and justified by the State; and if she will make a statement 
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on the matter. [22333/13]

14/05/2013WRY00200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have requested 
the information from the HSE and I will revert to the Deputy when this information is to hand.

14/05/2013WRY00250Departmental Funding

14/05/2013WRY00300566. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the level of 
funding for special projects for youth services; the reason there was such a large cut in expen-
diture for youth services this year compared with other headings in her Department; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [22646/13]

14/05/2013WRY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities.  Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. 

In 2013, €14.844m has been allocated to special projects under the Special Projects for 
Youth Scheme.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m, a reduction in the main of some 10% in respect of staff-led youth proj-
ects/services.  The reductions required by the CRE were reflected in the 2013 estimates pub-
lished in December 2012. My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving 
these savings and the focus in the distribution of the funding has been on the need to protect the 
front line youth services in particular for the most vulnerable young people.

   With respect to future funding provision, my Department has commenced a comprehen-
sive Policy and Value for Money Review of youth funding and this report is expected later this 
year. It is anticipated that this report will inform the provision of funding for youth programmes/
services going into the future. 

In addition, my Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication 
later this year. The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth 
services and activities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government depart-
ments and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State 
funding available to support services for young people in future years. 

14/05/2013WRY00450Departmental Funding

14/05/2013WRY00500567. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
support funding for an adequate youth service throughout County Laois, which means a county-
wide service, which is not possible to achieve on the funding available; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [22647/13]

14/05/2013WRY00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In 2013, my 
Department will provide some €53.498m to support the provision of youth services and pro-
grammes to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities. This funding will support youth work programmes and services serving some 400,000 
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young people, delivered by over 1,400 youth work personnel, who in turn support a large vol-
unteer base of some 40,000.

The Comprehensive review of Expenditure published in December 2011 sets out clearly 
the savings required from my Department in each of the years 2012, 2013 and 2014. The CRE 
contains a detailed seven page chapter outlining savings required from youth work funding. The 
CRE requires a 10% saving in 2013, with a lesser saving in 2014. The Comprehensive Review 
of Expenditure further provided that there were no reductions in 2012 or 2013 in funding for 
the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme which provides funding to volunteer-led youth clubs and 
groups throughout the country.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department funds Laois Youth Services under the Special 
Projects for Youth Scheme and the allocation provided by my Department in 2013 is €83,796. 
In addition €20,304 has been allocated to Co. Laois Vocational Education Committee in 2013 
for distribution to local voluntary youth clubs and groups under the Local Youth Service Grant 
Scheme

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure which amount to €5.393m in 2013, my Department has tried to ensure that in the 
determination process for the allocations the front line youth services, particularly those for the 
most vulnerable young people, are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any neces-
sary reductions in funding.

There is no doubt that the current budgetary situation is challenging for many organisations. 
In considering how best to manage within the allocations available organisations are being 
asked to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and other overheads and to work 
closely with their local VEC that administers the funding on behalf of my Department, in order 
to maintain the front line services for young people particularly for those young people who 
may be disadvantaged.

With respect to future funding provision, a Comprehensive Value for Money Review of 
youth funding has been commenced and this report is expected later this year.  

 My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

14/05/2013WRY00650Youth Work Projects Funding

14/05/2013WRY00700568. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding 
for youth services which was traditionally paid through Youth Work Ireland is now being chan-
nelled through the City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee which has no experience in 
dealing with youth services in various counties throughout the county; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [22648/13]

14/05/2013WRY00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
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Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. 

In 2013, €53.498m will be distributed by my Department to the youth sector. The alloca-
tions are distributed to the youth projects through 33 administering agencies/bodies that hold 
funding administration status on behalf of my Department. These include VECs, national youth 
organisations and other bodies including some county councils and the City of Dublin Youth 
Service Board (CDYSB), a statutory board established in 1942, under the City of Dublin VEC.  
Up until January 2013, there were 39 administering bodies including Youth Work Ireland in-
volved in this process.

In January 2013 the funding administering tasks carried out by Youth Work Ireland, along 
with 5 other bodies, were transferred to the CDYSB.  The purpose of the transfer is to secure 
greater efficiency in the administration of the funding to local projects.

Under the arrangement the CDYSB carries out certain payment tasks for the Youth Work 
Ireland projects on behalf of my Department.  All decisions in relation to the allocations to be 
provided to the projects are made by my Department.  

Furthermore, Youth Work Ireland as the umbrella body for the projects in question, may 
submit proposals to my Department to reconfigure the allocations to projects having regard to 
its expert knowledge of the needs of young people using its local services.  All such proposals 
are subject to approval by my Department.  

In 2013 €4.681m has been allocated to Youth Work Ireland projects throughout the country.

14/05/2013WRY00850Inter-Country Adoptions

14/05/2013WRY00900569. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will in-
dicate a timeframe within which Irish couples through the Adoption Authority will be formally 
able to adopt a child from the USA; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22692/13]

14/05/2013WRY01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A delegation 
from the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI) made an official visit to the US State Department 
in Washington in 2012. Following this visit administrative arrangements in relation to inter-
country adoption between the United States of America and Ireland were drafted by the AAI. 
The AAI and US State Department have recently finalised these administrative arrangements.  

The AAI has information on its website (www.aai.gov.ie) in relation to intercountry adop-
tion from the USA, including information in relation to the arrangements and the criteria which 
must be met before the adoption process can proceed. These criteria will apply to all adoptions 
taking place between Ireland and the United States of America with immediate effect.

14/05/2013WRY01050Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRY01100570. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in her Department and in bodies under the aegis 
of her Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to 
€30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22784/13]
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14/05/2013WRY01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The information 
requested in relation to staff in my Department is set out in the table.

Salary Range Number of Staff
More than €200,001 0
Between  €175,001 to €200,000 1
Between €150,001 to 175,000 0
Between €125,001 to €150,000 1
Between €100,000 to €125,000 11
Between €90,001 to €100,000 2
Between €80,001 to €90,000 16
Between €70,001 to €80,000 14
Between €60,001 to €70,000 3
Between €50,001 to €60,000 27
Between €40,001 to €50,000 27
Between €30,001 to €40,000 33
Between €20,001 to €30,000 12
Less than  €20,000 0
My Department does not generally hold information relating to the salaries of individual 

employees of the various agencies operating under the Department’s remit and, accordingly, 
the information requested by the Deputy is not readily available.  Officials of my Department 
have requested that the specific information requested be supplied directly to you by the agen-
cies involved.

14/05/2013WRY01250Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRY01300571. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the in-
dividual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political or ministerial appointee for the 
period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to her office and the office of the Minister of State; if such 
payments were made to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for the same 
period. [22870/13]

14/05/2013WRY01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In recognition 
that Personal Assistants and Personal Secretaries may be required to work overtime from time 
to time,  the Department of Finance Guidelines for Ministerial appointees allows for a maxi-
mum of 6 hours overtime per week subject to the normal approval arrangements for these ap-
pointees. Since the establishment of my Department in June 2011, my Personal Assistant and 
Personal Secretary  have received overtime payments  totalling €12,229.65  and  €4,244.65 in 
overtime payments respectively.

No additional remuneration is paid for extra attendance involving the positions of Secretary 
General, Special Advisor or Civilian Driver.

14/05/2013WRY01450Family Support Services

14/05/2013WRY01500572. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the progress 
made on establishing the family support agency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[22937/13]
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14/05/2013WRY01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I believe the 
Deputy is referring to the new Child and Family Agency. The Government has approved the 
Heads of the Child and Family Agency Bill and has also agreed to the priority drafting of this 
Bill. The necessary legislative and organisational preparations are being prioritised so that the 
Agency can be established as soon as possible. The Agency, upon establishment, will assume 
full statutory responsibility for a range of child and family services currently provided by three 
separate agencies; namely the HSE, the Family Support Agency and the National Educational 
Welfare Board. 

As part of this ongoing preparatory work, the Government approved, on my recommenda-
tion, the appointment of Ms. Norah Gibbons as first Chairperson of the board of the Agency. 
In preparation for the formal establishment of the new Agency it is my intention to appoint 
Ms Gibbons as chair of the existing Family Support Agency, one of the constituent bodies 
to be merged into the Child and Family Agency.  In line with the practice established by this 
Government Ms Gibbons will appear before the Oireachtas Health and Children Committee in 
advance of her taking up her position.  I wrote to the Chairman of the Committee on April 30th 
last requesting that he facilitate Ms. Gibbon’s appearance before the Committee in connection 
with her appointment.

On 2nd May, a public advertisement seeking Expressions of Interest from those interested in 
being appointed to the Board of the Family Support Agency was published on the website of the 
Public Appointments Service. A notice to this effect has also been posted on my Department’s 
website and on the websites of the National Educational Welfare Board and the Family Support 
Agency. The closing date for applications is Thursday, 23rd May 2013. 

14/05/2013WRY01650Water Quality Issues

14/05/2013WRY01700573. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an up to date 
report into the standards and processes of Irish producers selling bottled water to the consumers 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22235/13]

14/05/2013WRY01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The production and quality standards for 
bottled water are governed by several sets of regulations in Ireland. The regulations covering 
production include the European Communities (Hygiene of Foodstuffs) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 
No. 369 of 2006), and the European Communities (General Food Law) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 
No 747 of 2007).

Bottled water plants also come within the definition of food business operators under EU 
legislation and, as such, must meet the requirements set down in EC Regulation (EC) 852/2004 
on the hygiene of foodstuffs which was transposed into national law in 2006. Consequently the 
operators of water production/bottling plants must ensure that they meet the high food safety 
standards set out in the legislation. 

In addition to the general hygiene requirements above at the processing plants, there are 
separate requirements in relation to bottled water. These are set down in the European Com-
munities (Natural Mineral Waters, Spring Waters and Other Waters in Bottles or Containers) 
Regulations 2007 (S.I. No 225 of 2007). These requirements include microbiological, chemical 
and labelling parameters, including sale descriptions. There is on-going testing of all bottled 
water facilities and the frequency of testing increases in line with production volumes. Business 
operators must put in place a safety management system which ensures the water is safe for 
consumption and meets all legal requirements.
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The enforcement of food law is a matter for the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).   
Bottled water plants are inspected by Environmental Health Services (EHS) from the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) operating under a Service Contract with the FSAI and are inspected 
regularly. Samples are taken and tested generally as part of routine inspections – the EHS are 
supported by the HSE’s network of official microbiological and chemical laboratories in this 
regard. 

In December 2011, the FSAI released the results of a major survey of the microbiological 
safety and quality of bottled water in Ireland. It showed a significant improvement in the mi-
crobiological quality of bottled water since the previous survey was conducted in 2007. When 
samples were tested against all four of the microbiological standards in the legislation, 2% were 
found to be unsatisfactory (compared to 7% of similar samples in the 2007 survey).   In addi-
tion, where non-compliances were detected, manufacturers were required to take immediate 
corrective actions.

In collaboration with the FSAI, the HSE organises annual programmes of testing for all 
foods on sale in Ireland, including bottled water. In 2012 the HSE, as part of the annual sur-
veillance programme, completed 410 analyses on samples of bottled water. No recalls were 
required during the year.

The FSAI and EHS have worked with the bottled water industry in Ireland to develop guid-
ance on safe and hygienic production of bottled water resulting in an updated national hygiene 
standard available through the National Standards Authority of Ireland. The FSAI and HSE 
continue to monitor production sites and retail outlets and to investigate customer complaints.

14/05/2013WRY01850HSE Staffing

14/05/2013WRY01900574. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he intends to allow dental health 
nurses in the Dublin area apply for the planned new targeted voluntary redundancy scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22411/13]

14/05/2013WRY02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The health service is required to achieve a 
workforce of 98,955 whole time equivalents (WTEs) by the end of 2013.  It is therefore nec-
essary to pursue staff reductions throughout 2013 through natural turnover (retirements and 
resignations) and targeted measures. 

On 1st May 2013 my Department  issued a circular to the HSE, authorising the introduction 
of a Targeted Voluntary Redundancy (VR) Scheme in the HSE and in organisations funded by 
the HSE under Section 38 of the Health Act 2004.  The purpose of this scheme is to facilitate the 
HSE and such organisations to achieve a permanent reduction of up 1,500 WTE, in the numbers 
employed in the public health sector from 2013 onwards and to facilitate ongoing health sector 
reform.  

The scheme will give managers greater flexibility in implementing the measures needed to 
remain within reduced budgets and staffing ceilings.  It will be implemented by the HSE on a 
rolling basis as appropriate areas and functions are identified.  Employees in the areas targeted 
will be given an opportunity to avail of the scheme.  There will be no automatic right to redun-
dancy.

The Deputy’s question, insofar as it relates to dental health nurses in the Dublin area, is a 
matter for the HSE, and accordingly, I have referred it to the Executive for direct reply.



Questions - Written Answers

262

14/05/2013WRY02050Long-Term Illness Scheme Applications

14/05/2013WRY02100575. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
long-term illness card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22460/13]

14/05/2013WRY02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the Long Term Illness Scheme, therefore, the matter has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRY02250Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRY02300576. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the rehabilitation services 
available for stroke survivors; his plans for the recruitment of additional rehabilitation medicine 
consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22146/13]

14/05/2013WRY02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE National Clinical Care Programmes 
provide a national, strategic and co-ordinated approach to a wide range of clinical services.  In 
relation to the National Stroke Programme,  the aim of the programme is to save lives,  reduce 
average length of stay (AvLOS) in hospitals and reduce admission of stroke patients to nursing 
homes.  One of the objectives of the National Stroke Programme was to establish additional 
stroke units. Stroke units are generally referred to as acute stroke units, rehabilitation stroke 
units or combined acute and rehabilitation stroke units.  The acute, combined and rehabilitation 
stroke units located in acute hospitals operate on a 24/7 basis.

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding rehabilitation services and medicine consultants 
I have forwarded the question to the HSE who will respond directly to you in this regard.

14/05/2013WRY02450Long-Term Illness Scheme Numbers

14/05/2013WRY02500577. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22152/13]

14/05/2013WRY02600578. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of persons receiv-
ing medicines that are covered on the list who qualify under the long-term illness scheme but 
who have medical cards and therefore are required to pay a prescription fee each month for the 
medicines whereas if they were on the long-term illness scheme they would not have to make 
such a payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22153/13]

14/05/2013WRY02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 577 and 578 together.

In 2011, 59,274 patients availed of the Long Term Illness Scheme. The corresponding figure 
for 2012 is not yet available.  As at 29 April 2013 the number of persons who hold both an Long 
Term Illness card and a full medical card is 19,938.

The decision by the previous Government not to extend prescription charges to the Long 
Term Illness Scheme has given rise to the anomaly identified by the Deputy. This matter is un-
der review. 
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14/05/2013WRY02750Medical Card Eligibility

14/05/2013WRY02800579. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health his plans to include multiple 
sclerosis as an automatic qualifying condition for the medical card scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22155/13]

14/05/2013WRY02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on resi-
dency and means and medical cards are not awarded to any particular group of patients on the 
basis of a specific medical condition. However,  the HSE has discretion to grant a medical card 
in certain circumstances. Medical card applicants who are unsuccessful following the means 
assessment, but who indicate that they suffer from a medical condition, are then referred to the 
Medical Officer for consideration on a medical discretionary basis.  

14/05/2013WRY02950Medical Card Applications

14/05/2013WRY03000580. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
issued in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22162/13]

14/05/2013WRY03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has 
recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

14/05/2013WRY03150Suicide Incidence

14/05/2013WRY03200581. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of women who commit-
ted suicide in the past ten years; and of those women, the number who were pregnant [22166/13]

14/05/2013WRY03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): National mor-
tality data including that relating to suicide are published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO).  
These data are made available on a quarterly and annual basis and are categorised by age, gen-
der and county.   A number of sources of information are used by the CSO to inform the classi-
fication of death including the Medical Cause of Death Certificate, the Coroner’s certificate and 
Form 104, a statistical form which is completed by An Garda Síochána following an inquest.  
However, information on the number of women who died by suicide and who were pregnant is 
not collected.   

The number of females who died by suicide since 2002 is shown in the accompanying table.  
Data for 2012 has not yet been published.  

Female deaths by Suicide since 2002

Year Female
2002  91
2003 111
2004  87



Questions - Written Answers

264

2005  99
2006  81
2007  96
2008 120
2009 109
2010  90
2011*  86

  *2011 figures are subject to revision.

14/05/2013WRY03350Medical Records

14/05/2013WRY03400582. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 320 of 20 December 2012, when the medical records of a person (details supplied) will be 
supplied to the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22176/13]

14/05/2013WRY03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As was explained to the Deputy in the previ-
ous PQ referred to, it is not possible to comment on the release of specific records. Each case 
must be dealt with individually and each officer making a decision whether to release, not re-
lease or partially release records must make the decision based on the specific record set and 
specific relevant circumstances.

In general, the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003 enable an individual to request 
access to records held by a public body as named in the schedule to the legislation.  Access may 
be granted subject to conditions set out in the legislation.  For personal records, as this case 
would seem to involve, there is no fee for an individual seeking access to their own records, 
although there may be administrative charges.  In the case of medical records, an individual 
requesting access to their medical records may be asked to nominate a health professional to 
whom the records will be released in the first instance.  This nominated individual should have 
the expertise to interpret and explain the records to the requester.

Similarly,  the Data Protection Acts, 1988 and 2003 provide for access to personal informa-
tion, again subject to conditions in the legislation.  This legislation, however, concerns itself 
more with protection of data and the length of time that data can be held.

An individual record holder is responsible for the maintenance of its own records and for de-
cisions in relation to release, non-release or partial release of those records.  In all cases, reasons 
for a decision not to release or to partially release must accompany the decision.

In 2007, the HSE published a National Code of Practice for Healthcare Records Man-
agement, providing guidelines for hospitals in relation to the management of their health-
care records.  This code of practice can be accessed on line at:http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/
Publications/services/Hospitals/NHO_Code_of_Practice_for_Healthcare_Records_Manage-
ment_Version_2_0.pdf. 

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.  

14/05/2013WRY03550Orthodontic Services Provision

14/05/2013WRY03600583. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [22184/13]

14/05/2013WRY03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRY03750Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRY03800584. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois will receive orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22185/13]

14/05/2013WRY03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

Question No. 585 answered with Question No. 103.

14/05/2013WRY03975Medical Card Applications

14/05/2013WRY04000586. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason medical card 
holders who are granted a card solely because of their medical needs currently have to reapply 
for the card each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22192/13]

14/05/2013WRY04100597. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider making 
changes to the medical card system in order that medical cards that are issued to an applicant 
based on medical needs are valid for a five-year period rather than a one-year period; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22249/13]

14/05/2013WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 586 and 597 together.

The Deputy will be aware that, while medical cards are not awarded on the basis of a spe-
cific medical condition, the HSE has discretion to grant a medical card in certain circumstances. 
Medical card applicants who are unsuccessful following the means assessment, but who in-
dicate that they suffer from a medical condition, are then referred to the Medical Officer for 
consideration on a medical discretionary basis.  On average discretionary cards are valid for 
two to three years, in line with standard Medical Cards/GP Visit Cards. In setting review dates 
and to avoid causing anxiety, the HSE would be sensitive to the needs and condition(s) of the 
individual.

Question No. 587 answered with Question No. 103.

14/05/2013WRZ00150Medical Card Eligibility

14/05/2013WRZ00200588. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider intro-
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ducing a system whereby a person’s local general practitioner could sign off on the renewal 
of a medical card for a patient with substantial medical needs, in view of the fact that the per-
son’s condition would be known to him or her; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22194/13]

14/05/2013WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive operates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 1970, as subsequently 
amended.  In the interest of probity, the HSE is obliged to ensure that a person’s eligibility is 
correctly recorded in line with the eligibility legislation and the national guidelines and, in this 
regard, periodically asks card holders to confirm their circumstances. The HSE aims to ensure 
that every person who is entitled to the medical card schemes is given the opportunity to avail 
of their entitlement. Notwithstanding, cardholders are obliged to advise the HSE if there is a 
change in circumstances that could affect entitlement to a medical card.  Where a discretionary 
medical card has been granted, it has, on average,  a  validity for two to three years, in line with 
standard Medical Cards/GP Visit Cards. 

14/05/2013WRZ00350Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRZ00400589. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will update Dáil Éireann on 
the proposal to establish a paediatric diabetic nursing service in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22209/13]

14/05/2013WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): With regard to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply. 

14/05/2013WRZ00550Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRZ00600590. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will update Dáil Éireann on 
plans to develop a new radiotherapy unit at Altnagelvin Hospital in Derry City. [22210/13]

14/05/2013WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is committed to ensuring a 
high-quality radiotherapy service for the entire population of Ireland, including close collabo-
ration with Northern Ireland for services in the North West.  I have committed once-off capital 
funding of around one third of the cost (up to a ceiling of €19 million) for the development of 
new radiotherapy facilities (3 linear accelerators) at Altnagelvin Hospital.  It will provide more 
locally accessible and timely services and improve patient travelling times for patients in the 
North Western area. The service will be managed by the Western Health and Social Care Trust 
and the HSE will fund the cost of radiotherapy services for patients from the Northwest who 
attend the centre. Services are expected to commence at the centre in 2016. 

  Question No. 591 answered with Question No. 120.

14/05/2013WRZ00850Tobacco Control Measures

14/05/2013WRZ00900592. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on negotiations between member states on the European Commission’s proposal for a revision 
of the tobacco products directive; if a political agreement or partial agreement is likely to be 
reached between member states on this important public health legislation at the EPSCO Coun-
cil meeting in June 2013; if he will detail the contact he, his officials or the Irish permanent 
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representative have had with their Lithuanian and Greek counterparts on this directive; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22219/13]

14/05/2013WRZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The proposal for a new Tobacco Products 
Directive is being discussed by the European Parliament and Council of Ministers.  The Public 
Health Working Party has met nine times to discuss this proposal.  These meetings are ongoing 
and will continue throughout the Irish Presidency.  As Chair of the negotiations on the Directive 
during the Irish Presidency, we are working to progress the discussions and to build consensus 
among the Member States to facilitate the adoption of legislation which will ultimately reduce 
the number of EU citizens who die from tobacco related illnesses.  This legislation is a priority 
for the Irish Presidency and it will be discussed at the EPSCO Council on the 21st June.  I have 
spoken to the Lithuanian Health Minister about this proposal on a number of occasions.  My 
officials in the Irish Permanent Representation to the EU are in contact with their Lithuanian 
and Greek counterparts on an ongoing basis in relation to this legislation.  The Commission has 
expressed the hope that it will be adopted by the European Parliament and Council  in 2014.

14/05/2013WRZ01050EU Directives

14/05/2013WRZ01100593. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed 
update on the progress of the EU’s clinical trials proposal and two medical devices proposals 
which could have an impact on the 25,000 people employed in the pharma and medical tech-
nologies sectors here; if these proposals will be on the agenda for the EPSCO Council meeting 
in June 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22220/13]

14/05/2013WRZ01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Clinical Trials 
Proposal and the two Medical Devices Proposals (one on medical devices and one on in vitro 
diagnostic medical devices), are high priority proposals for the Irish Presidency and have been 
identified as two of the four priority areas for the Health Presidency programme.

The objective of the Clinical Trials Proposal is to address the decline in the numbers of 
clinical trials carried out in the EU. Clinical trials are essential for the development of new 
medicines and to improve and refine treatments with existing medicines.  Clinical trials are also 
a key contributor to growth and jobs.  A regulatory environment which supports and nurtures 
clinical research will benefit patients and also is essential for the growth of the pharmaceutical 
industry both in Ireland and in the EU in general.

The Medical Devices Proposals are also designed to strengthen the EU regulatory system in 
the area of medical devices by ensuring that all medical devices placed on the European market 
are safe for patients, and to improve patient access to new innovative treatments.  

To date there have been 6.5 meetings of the Council Working Party on Pharmaceuticals and 
Medical Devices during the Irish Presidency dedicated to examination of the Clinical Trials 
Proposal. The dossier is complex but work is progressing well.

The Presidency team aims to complete a first examination of this entire Proposal by the end 
of the Irish Presidency.  The Irish Presidency team has also been working outside of Council 
Working Party meetings to review the technical annexes of the Proposal. A number of informal 
meetings have taken place with Ms. Glenis Willmott MEP, rapporteur on this dossier.

There have also been 5 meetings of the Council Working Party on Pharmaceuticals & Medi-
cal Devices dedicated to examination of the two large Proposals on Medical Devices and In 
Vitro Diagnostic Medical Devices.  These are challenging and technical dossiers consisting of 
approximately 200 articles and nearly 30 annexes.  Good progress has been made to date and 
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the Presidency’s intention is to examine a substantial number of chapters of both proposals in 
parallel during the Presidency. The Presidency team has also convened a number of meetings 
of medical devices experts in Brussels to review and improve a number of technical annexes of 
the Proposals, and has held informal meetings with the EP rapporteurs on these dossiers, Ms. 
Dagmar Roth Behrendt MEP and Dr. Peter Liese MEP.

Both proposals will be on the agenda for the EPSCO meeting in June where it is proposed 
to present Presidency Progress Reports on the Clinical Trials and Medical Devices Proposals.

14/05/2013WRZ01225Cross-Border Health Initiatives

14/05/2013WRZ01300594. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the Eu-
ropean Commission’s Proposal for a decision on serious cross-border threats to health remains 
a priority for the Irish EU Presidency; if he will provide a detailed update on the current status 
of this proposal; if the proposal will be discussed at forthcoming meetings of the Working Party 
on Public Health in May and June 2013; if, in view of the recent horse meat scandal, the specific 
issue of contaminated foodstuffs will be discussed in relation to the proposal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22221/13]

14/05/2013WRZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The proposal on Serious Cross Border Threats 
to Health is a priority for the Irish Presidency and I am happy to advise that after 3 months of 
intense negotiations with the European Parliament agreement was reached last week on this 
important piece of public health legislation.

The Decision will help Member States prepare for and protect citizens against future cross 
border threats including pandemics and environmental disasters. It strengthens risk prepared-
ness and response planning, improves access to vaccines for Member States, strengthens the 
mandate of the Health Security Committee, and will result in clearer risk and crisis communica-
tion to the public and healthcare professionals.  

A crucial aspect of the agreement is the establishment of a legal basis for the coordination 
of vaccine procurement across the EU. This will provide more equitable access to vaccines at 
fairer prices - a development particularly welcome for smaller Member States.

In relation to the issue of contaminated foodstuffs – primary responsibility for food safety at 
a European level rests with the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). However, in relation 
to cross border public health elements of the situation which fall outside the mandate of EFSA, 
provision has been made in the Decision for the Health Security Committee to be consulted 
with a view to coordinating national responses and crisis communication to the public and 
health professionals.

14/05/2013WRZ01450Home Help Service Provision

14/05/2013WRZ01500595. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an increase in home 
help assistance is available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare whose home help 
has recently been reduced to one hour per week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22232/13]

14/05/2013WRZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.



14 May 2013

269

14/05/2013WRZ01650Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRZ01700596. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied 
) will be called for an appointment by a consultant in the South Infirmary Hospital Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22237/13]

14/05/2013WRZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For 
the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients who are 
waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time 
target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 597 answered with Question No. 586.

14/05/2013WRZ01950Primary Care Centres Provision

14/05/2013WRZ02000598. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the exact location that has 
been identified in Baldoyle, Dublin, for the provision of a new primary care centre; if the site 
has been purchased; if so, the cost or if a contract has been entered into or will be entered into 
with a local property owner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22263/13]

14/05/2013WRZ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of health 
care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply. 

14/05/2013WRZ02150Primary Care Centres Provision

14/05/2013WRZ02200599. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health following an announce-
ment of the identification of Baldoyle, Dublin, as a location for the provision of a new primary 
care centre, the anticipated timeframe for the completion of the project; the proposed location 
of the proposed primary care centre; and if the funding for the project is included in the 2013 
capital funding programme for the Health Service Executive. [22269/13]

14/05/2013WRZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of health 
care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply. 

Questions Nos. 600 and 601 answered with Question No. 103.
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14/05/2013WRZ02450Hospital Services

14/05/2013WRZ02500602. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
delayed discharges from Galway/Roscommon University Hospital Group; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22273/13]

14/05/2013WRZ02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delayed Discharges continue to present a 
significant challenge to the optimal use of acute hospital resources.   The HSE remains seri-
ously concerned regarding the situation in relation to delayed discharges since the New Year.  
Delayed Discharges impede the operational functioning of a hospital, and expose the mainly 
older persons concerned to the inappropriate risks of acute hospital stays e.g. hospital acquired 
infections.  Higher numbers of delayed discharges can also be associated with extended waits 
in the Emergency Department.  There is a body of international evidence that demonstrates that 
longer ED waits is also associated with poorer mortality and morbidity outcomes for patients.  
It is essential that this issue is successfully addressed.  In response to this growth, a number of 
actions have been initiated.  These include the establishment by me of a ministerial Task Force 
to deliver substantial improvements in delayed discharges, including a review of the operational 
arrangements associated with the ‘Fair Deal’ scheme.

Senior personnel have been tasked with improving cross hospital-community process is-
sues, focusing first on the ‘longest waiting’ delayed discharges (>100 days).  The aim is to re-
move all local barriers to discharge and identify those matters which require action at a national 
level. The management teams have been making good progress with respect to these tasks and 
it is intended to quickly roll-out this structure to all areas.  

New reporting systems and processes have also been introduced. A HSE web-based database 
that allows tracking at patient level (on an anonymous basis) is in the implementation phase in 
a number of hospital sites.  In addition, the current categorisation of reasons for delay has been 
reviewed. New categories, which should give enhanced data on the blocks to discharge, are due 
for implementation nationally on May 20.  The data captured through the web-based system 
will facilitate revised metrics for each hospital.  There will be a greater emphasis on reducing 
the bed days lost to delayed discharges, with targets established on a site-by-site basis.  

As issues relating to specific matters taken to address delayed discharges from Galway/
Roscommon University Hospital Group are operational matters for the HSE, I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to this.

14/05/2013WRZ02650Nursing Home Services

14/05/2013WRZ02700603. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
delays in obtaining a fair deal nursing home bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22274/13]

14/05/2013WRZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE is 
responsible for the operation and administration of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. The 
HSE temporarily suspended the chronological operation of the placement list  in order to alle-
viate pressures in Emergency Departments in the hospitals with the highest number of delayed 
discharges.  It is understood that the HSE will re-commence the operation of the chronological 
placement list with effect from 9th May, 2013.

14/05/2013WRZ02850Primary Care Centres Provision
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14/05/2013WRZ02900604. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if the proposal to locate a Health 
Service Executive Primary Care Centre in the North Fringe/Baldoyle area, Dublin, on a site 
identified by Fingal County Council will be approved by him; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that there is local lobbying for an alternative site in the Baldoyle area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22276/13]

14/05/2013WRZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Approval of in-
frastructure projects including primary care infrastructure is done in the context of the overall 
approval of the HSE’s multi-annual Capital Plan which is developed over a rolling five year 
period.  Each year the Executive’s draft multi-annual Capital Plan requires the approval of the 
Minister for Health with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  In 
drawing up this Plan, the HSE is required to assess all projects not just in the context of the 
limited capital funding available but also, inter alia, as regards the most appropriate location 
so that the new facility is easily accessible to the maximum number of people who require the 
health services to be delivered by that facility.  Delivery of health care infrastructure is a service 
matter.  Therefore the Deputy’s question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

14/05/2013WRZ03050Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

14/05/2013WRZ03100605. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if there is a register of persons who 
are profoundly deaf; and the grants available for children and persons who are profoundly deaf, 
including whether there are plans to include replacement parts associated with cochlear im-
plants on the medical card scheme. [22305/13]

14/05/2013WRZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There is no 
register of persons who are profoundly deaf.  All paediatric clients and clients with a medical 
card are entitled to community audiology services and repairs of their hearing aids.  The Depart-
ment of Social Protection also provide a grant for hearing aids.  There are no private cochlear 
implants carried out in Ireland.  Cochlear implants and replacements are funded by the Health 
Service Executive and provided by Beaumont Hospital, therefore the issue of inclusion of re-
placement parts associated with cochlear implants on the medical card scheme, does not arise.

  Question No. 606 answered with Question No. 89.

14/05/2013WRZ03350Social Workers Register

14/05/2013WRZ03400607. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health regarding who may sign certi-
fied copies of documents for current social workers looking to register with the Social Worker 
Registration Board through CORU, his views on whether the category of persons who may 
verify certified copies is adequate; the number of persons that have registered to date; the num-
ber he expects to register in the coming weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22308/13]

14/05/2013WRZ03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council and the 12 registration boards to be established under the Health and Social Care Pro-
fessionals Act 2005 are responsible for protecting the public by regulating health and social 
care professionals. 

The first registration board to be established, the Social Workers Registration Board, was 
established in August 2010, and the associated Social Workers Register opened for receipt and 
processing of applications for registration on 31 May, 2011.
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Under the provisions of the 2005 Act, there is a two-year transitional period from the date 
on which the register of the members of that profession is established, during which existing 
practitioners may apply for registration. The transitional period for social workers will close 
on 31 May 2013. Thereafter, any social worker wishing to use the title will be required to be 
registered. 

The name of every registered social worker will be published on the register maintained 
by CORU, which will be accessible on-line. Only social workers who have satisfied the Board 
that they hold an approved qualification and are “fit and proper” to engage in the practice of the 
profession will be entered on the register.

Social Workers applying for registration must satisfy the Board that they: have been en-
gaged in the practice of the profession during the required period; hold the relevant qualifica-
tions or have successfully completed a test of competency; and can be deemed fit and proper to 
practise the profession.

As part of this application process, copies of documents must be certified by any of the 
following: practising solicitor, notary public, commissioner for oaths or peace commissioner. 
Certifying these documents permits the applicant to retain their original copies. This would 
represent the usual practice in this regard.

There are currently 243 social workers on the register.  An additional 600 applicants have 
applied in recent weeks and this figure is growing daily as the deadline for registration ap-
proaches.  People may complete the application form and pay on-line.

Social workers who apply by 31 May may continue to practise using the title ‘social worker’  
while their application is being processed. A  person’s name will be entered on to the Register 
once the above criteria are met. 

14/05/2013WRZ03550Speech and Language Therapy

14/05/2013WRZ03600608. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the speech and language 
therapy services available to children in primary school, to children in secondary school and to 
adults in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22311/13]

14/05/2013WRZ03700609. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the current average length 
of time a child in primary school, a child in secondary school and an adult who has been re-
ferred for speech and language therapy will wait to be assessed and treated by a therapist; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22313/13]

14/05/2013WRZ03800610. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently on the waiting list for speech and language therapy services in County Mayo; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22314/13]

14/05/2013WRZ03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 608, 609 
and 610 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRAA00200Alcohol Pricing
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14/05/2013WRAA00300611. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an up-
date on his plans to introduce minimum pricing for alcohol; and on the measures, if any, he 
plans to take to tackle alcohol abuse. [22315/13]

14/05/2013WRAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am pleased to 
inform the Deputy that real and tangible proposals are currently being finalised on foot of the 
recommendations in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report. These proposals cover all 
of the areas mentioned in the report, including legislation on minimum unit pricing which is 
about setting a statutory floor price per gram of alcohol.

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered these proposals and I intend to 
bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government shortly.

In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation is continuing.  For example, in conjunction with Northern Ireland, a health impact 
assessment is being commissioned as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for 
minimum unit pricing. (Scotland commissioned a similar assessment before drafting its legisla-
tion on minimum unit pricing.) The health impact assessment will study the impact of different 
minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.

14/05/2013WRAA00500Tobacco Control Measures

14/05/2013WRAA00600612. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health if he intends to pursue a 
proposal for plain packaging of tobacco products; if so within what time frame; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22316/13]

14/05/2013WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In March I announced my intention to bring 
a Memorandum to Government seeking approval for the development of legislation on plain 
packaging.  I intend to go to Government on this issue in the near future.

14/05/2013WRAA00800Tobacco Control Measures

14/05/2013WRAA00900613. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the education programmes 
that are operated by his Department or the Health Service Executive towards addressing the 
problem of young people taking up smoking tobacco; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22319/13]

14/05/2013WRAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In the area of tobacco consumption one of 
the key areas of concern is the number of young people starting to smoke. It is important, there-
fore, that health promotion programmes which address smoking are in place at an early stage 
of young people’s lives. Schools are a key setting for health promotion. The Health Promoting 
School (HPS) is an example of an ideal model for the promotion of health and well being and 
through the HPS programme many topics and issues, including smoking, can be addressed.  
Smoking is also specifically addressed through the Social Personal Health Education (SPHE) 
curriculum at both primary and post primary level and is also included as part of substance use 
prevention education in primary schools. 

In 2011, a health education campaign, “QUIT”, aimed at encouraging smokers to quit, was 
initiated by the HSE.  It uses real-life stories about smoking related illness to help smokers to 
quit.  This social marketing campaign is on-going.

Education programmes and social marketing campaigns are among a number of issues be-
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ing considered by the Tobacco Policy Review Group. It is expected that the report of the Group 
will be published in the coming months. 

14/05/2013WRAA01100Expert Group on the A, B and C v. Ireland Judgment

14/05/2013WRAA01200614. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when and the reason that 
he restricted the terms of reference of the Expert Group on Abortion to advising the Govern-
ment on how to give effect to existing constitutional provisions rather than enabling it to make 
broader recommendations as set out in paragraph 3 of the terms of reference approved by the 
Government on 29 November 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22331/13]

14/05/2013WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to inform the Deputy that the terms of 
reference of the Expert Group on the ABC v Ireland Judgment, as approved by Government on 
29th November 2011, were as follows:

- To examine the A, B and C v Ireland   judgment of the European Court of Human 
Rights;

- To elucidate its implications for the provision of health care services to pregnant women 
in Ireland;

- To recommend a series of options on how to implement the judgment taking into ac-
count the constitutional, legal, medical, and ethical considerations involved in the formulation 
of public policy in this area and the over-riding need for speedy action.

Following approval by Government, no changes were made to the terms of reference of the 
Expert Group.

14/05/2013WRAA01400Departmental Funding

14/05/2013WRAA01500615. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is 
acceptable that the National Women’s Council of Ireland, which is in receipt of significant State 
funding, openly campaigns for abortion here and refuses to represent the views of women who 
hold the opposing viewpoint, including women who regret their abortions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22334/13]

14/05/2013WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy may wish to note that in 2013 
the Health Service Executive has allocated €20,560 to the National Women’s Council of Ireland 
to help develop a Gender Mainstreaming Policy and to deliver a specified work programme to 
promote women’s health.  I have no remit in relation to any other activity undertaken by this 
organisation.

14/05/2013WRAA01700HSE Staffing

14/05/2013WRAA01800616. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if there are plans for a new 
phase of voluntary redundancies for staff in the Health Service Executive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22338/13]

14/05/2013WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The health service is required to achieve a 
workforce of 98,955 whole time equivalents (WTEs) by the end of 2013.  It is therefore nec-
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essary to pursue staff reductions throughout 2013 through natural turnover (retirements and 
resignations) and targeted measures. 

On 1st May 2013 my Department  issued a circular to the HSE, authorising the introduction 
of a Targeted Voluntary Redundancy (VR) Scheme in the HSE and in organisations funded by 
the HSE under Section 38 of the Health Act 2004.  The purpose of this scheme is to facilitate 
the HSE and such organisations to achieve a permanent reduction of up to 1,500 WTE, in the 
numbers employed in the public health sector from 2013 onwards and to facilitate ongoing 
health sector reform.  

The scheme will give managers greater flexibility in implementing the measures needed to 
remain within reduced budgets and staffing ceilings.  It will be implemented by the HSE on a 
rolling basis as appropriate areas and functions are identified.  Employees in the areas targeted 
will be given an opportunity to avail of the scheme.  There will be no automatic right to redun-
dancy.

14/05/2013WRAA02000Nursing Staff Provision

14/05/2013WRAA02100617. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the number of qualified 
nurses currently employed in non-direct nursing care in (details supplied) in Dublin 4; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22348/13]

14/05/2013WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRAA02300Respite Care Services

14/05/2013WRAA02400618. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the total budget allocated by 
the Health Service Executive to County Kerry for respite care in 2011; the projected spend on 
respite care for 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22353/13]

14/05/2013WRAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRAA02600Nursing Homes Support Scheme

14/05/2013WRAA02700619. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the number of patients in nurs-
ing homes on the fair deal scheme in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22354/13]

14/05/2013WRAA02800621. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the Health 
Service Executive on the fair deal scheme in 2011 and the projected spend in 2012 and 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22356/13]

14/05/2013WRAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 619 and 621 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.
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14/05/2013WRAA03000Nursing Homes Support Scheme

14/05/2013WRAA03100620. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health when the current cessation of 
acceptance of fair deal applications will end; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22355/13]

14/05/2013WRAA03200624. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the fair deal scheme 
has been suspended for existing patients who have applied from acute hospital beds and for 
those who apply while in care in the community or has the scheme been suspended for those 
applying for the fair deal scheme while in care in the community; if he will confirm that the 
scheme has not been ended entirely; and if he will provide an exact date upon which the suspen-
sion of the fair deal scheme will be lifted [22389/13]

14/05/2013WRAA03300625. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when the fair deal scheme 
will be reopened for applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22394/13]

14/05/2013WRAA03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 620, 624 and 625 together.

Firstly, I would like to clarify that the HSE did not stop accepting applications for the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme.

On the 15th   April 2013, the HSE temporarily suspended the chronological operation of 
the placement list for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. Instead, funding under the Scheme 
was targeted at hospitals with the highest number of delayed discharges in an effort to alleviate 
pressure in Emergency Departments. The hospitals targeted were the Dublin Academic Teach-
ing Hospitals (DATHs) and CUH.

It is understood that the HSE will re-commence the chronological operation of the place-
ment list with effect from 9th   May 2013. This will ensure that funding is available to people 
in the community, people in nursing homes and people in acute hospitals other than the DATHs 
and CUH. 

  Question No. 621 answered with Question No. 619.

14/05/2013WRAA03600Abortion Services

14/05/2013WRAA03700622. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of necessary 
medical treatments and abortions that have taken place in Irish hospitals over the past five 
years; if he will provide a tabular breakdown by month and year; the name of the hospital in-
volved; the reason it was a necessary medical treatment or an abortion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22360/13]

14/05/2013WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I wish to inform the Deputy that no official 
statistics are maintained in relation to terminations of pregnancy in Ireland.  In relation to the 
Deputy’s query on necessary medical treatments, I am taking this to mean treatments necessary 
to save a pregnant woman’s life.  In this regard, such treatments might cover a variety of inter-
ventions depending on the clinical diagnosis giving rise to a risk to life and the Deputy would 
need to provide additional clarification to enable me to address his question further.

14/05/2013WRAA03900Ambulance Service Provision
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14/05/2013WRAA04000623. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 690 of 12 February 2013, if he will ensure that the Kenmare Ambulance Service, County 
Kerry, is not downgraded; if he will take into consideration the issues that arose with the East of 
England Ambulance Service when implementing a similar strategy; if he will arrange a meeting 
between the local communities in Kenmare and the Health Service Executive/National Ambu-
lance Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22388/13]

14/05/2013WRAA04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service (NAS), in 
line with a Labour Court decision, is in the process of introducing on-duty rostering to replace 
existing on-call arrangements. This means that on-duty ambulance crews are at their stations or 
in their vehicles during a shift, rather than having to be summoned to the station in the event of 
a call-out. Therefore, crews can respond to an emergency call immediately, instead of the aver-
age time of over 20 minutes for a vehicle to leave the station under on-call. This change, which 
was sought by both staff and the NAS, has obvious benefits for patients and response times and 
represents a clear improvement in service. 

The NAS intends to introduce on-duty rostering and dynamic deployment of emergency 
resources, on a phased basis, across the entire Cork and Kerry region. So far, on-duty and dy-
namic deployment arrangements have been successfully introduced across County Cork, most 
recently in West Cork. 

The NAS informs me that planning for the next phase, in South Kerry, can now be pro-
gressed. This phase will include ambulance stations in Caherciveen, Killarney and Kenmare. 
As in each phase to date, any decisions on the best model of service for South Kerry will be 
preceded by detailed consideration of activity, geography, demographics, location of acute hos-
pitals and other facilities, supporting services, wider NAS developments and learning from 
previous phases, as well as public, clinical and community leader engagement.

The HSE is currently considering the most appropriate model of service delivery for South 
Kerry, to replace the current on-call, static deployment model and the operation of resources in 
isolation.  No decisions have so far been made and a number of matters need to be progressed 
before deliberations in relation to South Kerry can be finalised. These include public, staff and 
clinical (including GP) consultations, continuing national reconfiguration of the control and 
dispatch system and the ongoing roll-out of the Intermediate Care Service for inter-facility pa-
tient transport in the region.  A final model will emerge once this process is completed. 

In light of the above, all stakeholders should take advantage of the opportunity to participate 
in the consultation process, as the most effective and appropriate forum to engage with the HSE 
and the NAS in relation to proposals for changes in emergency service delivery in South Kerry.   

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, it has been referred to the Health Ser-
vice Executive for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 624 and 625 answered with Question No. 620.

14/05/2013WRAA04300Health Insurance Company Payments

14/05/2013WRAA04400626. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views regarding the in-
troduction of an automatic levy on the use of beds in a public hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22397/13]

14/05/2013WRAA04500711. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding private health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [23040/13]

14/05/2013WRAA04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 626 and 711 
together.

Private in-patients in public hospitals are subject to maintenance charges that generally 
range from €586 to €1,046 per day when they are accommodated in a private designated bed.  
However, if a private designated bed is not available and a private in-patient is accommodated 
in a public bed, the maintenance charge is currently not levied, although the private in-patient 
continues to pay the fees of his/her hospital consultant.

The Comptroller and Auditor General has reported that 45% of in-patients treated privately 
by their consultants were not charged for their maintenance costs because they were not oc-
cupying private-designated beds.  This situation represents a significant loss of income to the 
public hospital system and an indirect subsidy to private insurance companies, who cover most 
private patients.  I believe that this situation cannot continue and that the new charge makes 
sense. Up to now insurers have enjoyed a significant subsidy, where these private patients have 
only paid a standard €75 charge per night even though they have seen their consultant privately.

The gap between the cost of providing this service to private in-patients and the amount 
that public hospitals are currently allowed to raise is estimated to be about a quarter of a billion 
euro. The subsidy is equivalent to the cost of running a hospital the size of the Mater, or the cost 
of treating over 30,000 public patients every year. While everyone is entitled to use a public 
hospital, some people chose to be treated privately, in which case they have chosen to pay the 
consultant and the hospital. The Government believes that users of private services should pay 
for the costs of providing these services even when they are provided by a public hospital.

As part of Budget 2013, the Government announced that it would raise €60m in 2013 under 
this heading, and €115m in a full year. This represents a modest phasing in of the charge – as 
called for by the insurers themselves - and is a relatively modest extra cost on an industry that 
pays out some €2 billion in claims costs every year.

14/05/2013WRAA04700Medical Card Applications

14/05/2013WRAA04800627. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an appli-
cation for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; if same will be 
expedited; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22400/13]

14/05/2013WRAA04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

14/05/2013WRAA05000Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRAA05100628. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15 will receive occupational therapy; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22404/13]
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14/05/2013WRAA05200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 629 answered with Question No. 130.

  Question No. 630 answered with Question No. 125.

14/05/2013WRAA05500HSE Agency Staff Issues

14/05/2013WRAA05600631. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when agency workers em-
ployed by the Health Service Executive in a company (details supplied), will receive their full 
entitlement under the Agency Workers Directive; and when backdated payments will be made. 
[22422/13]

14/05/2013WRAA05700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following the enactment of the Protection of 
Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act in 2012, the HSE provided guidance to public ser-
vice employers on the Act, including the fact that the equal pay provisions of the Act have ret-
rospective effect to 5th December 2011. All agency staff employed through agencies contracted 
by the HSE have now had their basic pay adjusted in accordance with the Act.  

The question of payment of any outstanding retrospective amounts due to employees of a 
specific company is a matter for the HSE, and as such, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRAA05800Dental Services Provision

14/05/2013WRAA05900632. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the options available to a person 
(details supplied) on disability allowance. [22444/13]

14/05/2013WRAA06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Dental Treat-
ment Service Scheme (DTSS) provides access to dental treatment for adult medical card hold-
ers.  All medical card holders are entitled to specific dental treatments e.g., an annual dental 
examination, two fillings in each calendar year, extractions as necessary.   Additional treatments 
are available to persons with specific medical conditions including persons in receipt of care or 
services for a disability and persons on a register of disability.  

The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and to reply to 
him as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRAA06100Orthodontic Services Provision

14/05/2013WRAA06200633. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the reason a young person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow who has been assessed for braces was told they would not receive 
them until 2015 due to the waiting list. [22445/13]

14/05/2013WRAA06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
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the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

14/05/2013WRBB00150National Asthma Programme

14/05/2013WRBB00200634. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 354 of 14 February 2013, if the model of care document for the national asthma pro-
gramme was completed by the end of March as indicated in that reply; if not, the reason for 
same; and if he will set a specific date for the completion of this key document. [22463/13]

14/05/2013WRBB00300635. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the person within his Depart-
ment or within the Health Service Executive with operational responsibility for the completion 
of the model of care document for the national asthma programme; and the person who has 
overall operational responsibility to implement the national asthma programme. [22464/13]

14/05/2013WRBB00400636. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the economic modelling, if any, 
that has been undertaken by his Department or the Health Service Executive to identify the sav-
ings that would accrue at hospital level were the primary care element of the national asthma 
programme to be implemented in full; and if any such economic assessment has identified the 
overall seed capital required to fund the programme at primary care level. [22465/13]

14/05/2013WRBB00500641. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when the first phase of the 
national asthma programme will be implemented; and the initial actions that will be taken in 
order to implement the programme and the deadlines for these actions. [22518/13]

14/05/2013WRBB00600642. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason implementation of 
the national asthma programme was not prioritised in the 2013 Health Service Executive Ser-
vices Plan with more than one person a week dying from asthma and 470,000 people here liv-
ing with this respiratory disease that is particularly prevalent in children, with one in five Irish 
children suffering from the disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22519/13]

14/05/2013WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 634 to 636, inclusive, 641 and 642 together.

The National Asthma Programme, which commenced in 2011, is one of a number of chronic 
disease programmes established in the HSE’s Clinical Care Directorate aimed at bringing a 
systematic approach to changes in how services for patients are delivered.  The overarching 
aim of the Programme is to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with asthma in Ire-
land and to improve clinical outcomes and the quality of life of all patients with asthma.  A 
key component is the improved management of people with asthma in primary care, thereby, 
avoiding emergency attendance at General Practitioner (GP) out-of-hours services, at hospital 
emergency departments and in-patient admission services.

The initial focus of the work of the Programme has been primarily on:

- The development and implementation of national asthma guidelines based on international 
best practice for acute and ongoing asthma management and national asthma education ini-
tiatives for patients and health care professionals; and

- The organisation and better integration of national asthma services at primary and secondary 
care levels through the development of a national model of care.

The acute adult and Paediatric asthma guidelines and associated care pathways, treatment 
protocols and care bundles have now been developed for use in primary and secondary care 
settings.  The acute adult asthma guidelines, which are available online at www.hse.ie  , are cur-
rently being revised.



14 May 2013

281

The National Asthma Programme is currently working on developing a National Model 
of Care for Asthma.  The National Clinic Lead for Asthma, supported by the programme’s 
GP Lead, have responsibility in the HSE for the development of the model of care for asthma.  
The Integrated Services Directorate has operational responsibility for implementation of the 
programme, supported by the Clinical Strategy & Programmes Directorate.  The proposed im-
plementation plan will detail how physicians, nurses, and other health care professionals will 
work with engaged patients to make the clinical decisions most appropriate to the patient’s cir-
cumstances; while collaborating with specialist colleagues in providing a safe, seamless patient 
experience within the health system in Ireland.  This is a key deliverable of the National Asthma 
Programme for 2013.  The National Asthma Programme had to prioritise the submission of the 
Adult Asthma Emergency Guidelines to the National Clinical Effectiveness Committee which 
had a deadline of March 2013.  The Model of Care for Asthma will be ready for stakeholder 
consultation by the end of quarter 2.  It is anticipated that it will be completed by the end of 
quarter 3 this year.

As 85% of asthma is managed in primary care without the requirement for hospital special-
ist services, the National Asthma Programme is currently undertaking work to look at providing 
a yearly programme of assessment for asthma in primary care called Chronic Disease Watch – 
Asthma (also referred to as Asthma Check).  The development of Asthma Check   is being done 
in conjunction with the Irish College of General Practitioners (ICGP).  Asthma Check outlines 
the step-by-step process for implementation of guideline based asthma management in primary 
care to deliver optimal outcomes for patients.  The aim being to facilitate the implementation of 
best practice asthma guidelines in primary care in order to improve asthma control.  This will 
reduce acute exacerbations and thus their associated overall costs with fewer hospital bed days 
and less time off school / work.  It will also ensure that patients with asthma maximize their 
quality of life.

The National Asthma Programme expects that savings would be made in, GP out-of-hours 
visits, Emergency Department attendances and bed days used by implementing the programme.  
In addition, a 10% reduction in asthma deaths each year is targeted by the programme.  Consid-
eration is being given to carrying out an economic analysis of the implementation of the acute 
asthma guidelines with the support of HIQA.  I am satisfied that good progress can be made in 
the ongoing development of the National Asthma Programme in 2013.

14/05/2013WRBB00750Asthma Incidence

14/05/2013WRBB00800637. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his Department’s estimate of 
the number of persons here who suffer from asthma; the number of these who are covered by 
a medical card; the way these figures have been determined; and if it is possible to derive an 
accurate estimate from PCRS data. [22466/13]

14/05/2013WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service has advised that it does not currently collect information regard-
ing an applicant’s illness.  Therefore, it is not possible to provide the Deputy with the informa-
tion requested.

14/05/2013WRBB00950Departmental Staff Qualifications

14/05/2013WRBB01000638. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of personnel in his 
Department with a third level qualification in health economics. [22467/13]
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14/05/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There is no staff in my Department with a 
degree or higher level qualification specifically in health economics.  There are a small number 
of staff with degrees and masters in economic science (policy analysis) and/or who have under-
taken various training courses in the area of policy analysis including subject areas relating to 
health economics.

14/05/2013WRBB01150Medical Card Appeals

14/05/2013WRBB01200639. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the information, if any, pro-
vided to a medical card holder who appeals a decision to withdraw their eligibility, that they 
are entitled to retain their card for the duration of their appeal; and if he will ensure that such 
information is provided to every person who makes an appeal. [22468/13]

14/05/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Any medical card 
holder undergoing a review to renew a medical card, who genuinely engages with the HSE in 
that review, will not have entitlement withdrawn before the review is complete, regardless of 
the expiry date shown on the medical card.  In cases where a decision is made not to grant a 
medical card, the applicant is informed of the decision and is notified of his/her right to appeal 
this decision and contact details for the appeals office are provided.  Where a person who previ-
ously held a valid medical card or GP visit card submits an appeal to a decision not to renew a 
medical card within 21 days of that decision, the card previously held is reactivated once the 
HSE (PCRS) is informed of the appeal by the Appeals Office.

  Question No. 640 answered with Question No. 89.

  Questions Nos. 641 and 642 answered with Question No. 634.

14/05/2013WRBB01550Hospital Consultants Contract Issues

14/05/2013WRBB01600643. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants 
and speciality recruited under the new consultant contract since it was introduced; the number 
of new contracts awarded to consultants in each speciality during this period; the number of 
exceptions to the new contract, the speciality and the reason the new contract was not applied; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22523/13]

14/05/2013WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Subject to overall parameters set by Govern-
ment, the Health Service Executive has responsibility for determining the composition of its 
staffing complement.  I have asked the Executive to compile the information requested by the 
Deputy and to reply to him directly.  In line with Government Policy there has been a significant 
increase in the number of consultants working in the health service in recent years and this con-
tinued after the introduction of Consultant Contract 2008. There has been an increase of nearly 
300 (13%)  in the number of consultants (whole time equivalents) employed since June 2008.

  Question No. 644 answered with Question No. 98.

14/05/2013WRBB01850Medicinal Products Prices

14/05/2013WRBB01900645. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
the director of the National Cancer Control Programme has warned that the price of new can-
cer drugs is unsustainable and a number of costly personalised cancer drugs are about to be 
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launched here, if he will ensure that they will not be priced beyond the reach of the general pub-
lic; his plans to deal with this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22529/13]

14/05/2013WRBB02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE has put a robust assessment process 
in place for new medicines, including cancer medicines, to ensure that the HSE can provide 
access to as many medicines as possible from within available resources.  This includes a re-
quirement for pharmaceutical companies to justify the proposed price for new medicines, as 
well as technical assessments by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics for medicines 
with significant budget implications.  These assessments are used in decision making around 
new cancer medicines and during formal price negotiations with pharmaceutical companies.  
The NCCP has also put a multi-disciplinary Therapeutic Review Committee in place, specifi-
cally for the assessment of new, and on occasion existing, cancer medicines with regard to their 
benefits, costs and budget impact implications.  In parallel to this, the NCCP has also instituted 
an Oncology Drug Management System for newly approved hospital based cancer medicines.  
This system is intended to ensure fair and equitable access across all hospitals, on a “money 
follows the patient” basis.

14/05/2013WRBB02050Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRBB02100646. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hos-
pital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22533/13]

14/05/2013WRBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients 
who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum wait-
ing time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment.  In parallel 
with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the HSE Clinical 
Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure 
that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the right time.  In 
relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

14/05/2013WRBB02250Vaccination Programme

14/05/2013WRBB02300647. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the 
details of any engagement he has had or plans to have with the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs, regarding those children who were adversely affected by the administration of 
the flu vaccine drug Pandemrix and who are suffering as a consequence from the chronic sleep 
disorder known as narcolepsy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21767/13]

14/05/2013WRBB02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I engage with many Departments on a wide 
range of health issues.  However, my priority in this area, is to ensure that those affected by 
narcolepsy, with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided with a range of ser-
vices and supports to meet their health needs.  The Health Service Executive has responsibility 
for health service delivery and at my request the HSE developed a range of appropriate ser-
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vices and supports to address the needs of this group.  Together, the HSE and the Department 
of Education and Skills provide a very comprehensive range of services and supports to those 
affected.  The HSE through its advocacy unit and regional co-ordinators assist individuals af-
fected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination and family members of those so affected, 
in accessing appropriate services and supports.

14/05/2013WRBB02450Mental Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRBB02500648. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health his views on the case of 
a person (details supplied); if he has concerns that this case may reflect a wind-down in supports 
in other cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21772/13]

14/05/2013WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The case re-
ferred to by the Deputy appears to refer to the provision of Mental Health services for younger 
people.  When A Vision for Change   was published in 2006, there were 49 Child and Adoles-
cent Community Mental Health (CAMH) Teams and 12 dedicated Acute In-Patient beds for 
children.  Today, there are 58 Community based (CAMH) teams and 39 Acute In-Patient beds 
nationally. Increased bed capacity reflects an almost 50% decrease in admissions of children to 
adult units since 2008.

The core of mental health service delivery for children or adolescents is based on Com-
munity Mental Health Teams.  In this regard, 150 additional posts were allocated to Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Teams in 2012, and a further 80 posts were allocated for this specific 
service area in 2013.  Such initiatives are underpinned by the special allocation of €70 million 
to develop mental health over this, and last, year and do not therefore reflect, in reality, a wind 
down of mental health provision overall. I understand that 109 of these posts have either been 
filled, or have a start date shortly, and that recruitment of the balance of the new posts remains 
a priority within the HSE.  I will, obviously, continue to closely monitor implementation of this 
important initiative over coming months.  In the circumstances, if the Deputy wishes me to pur-
sue the case raised by him, perhaps he would furnish me with specific or relevant details, and I 
will then be in a position to follow this up with the Health Service Executive. Alternatively, he 
may wish to do so direct with the Executive, which has  responsibilities for providing health and 
personal social services in individual cases.

14/05/2013WRBB02650Mobility Allowance Decision

14/05/2013WRBB02700649. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when the special review 
group on devising an alternative scheme to the mobility allowance will deliver a report; the 
persons who are on this group; the criteria used to appoint them; their terms of reference; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18830/13]

14/05/2013WRBB02800663. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will update Dáil Éireann on 
plans for a proposed new allowance form for transport grants. [22710/13]

14/05/2013WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 649 and 663 together.

A Project Group, which is independently chaired by a former Civil Servant, has been es-
tablished to seek an alternative method to provide for the priority transport needs of people in 
a manner that does not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The work of the Project Group 
is being supported by the National Disability Authority and includes representatives from key 
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disability sector organisations such as the Irish Wheelchair Association, the Disability Fed-
eration of Ireland, the Centre for Independent Living, along with an independent service user 
and advocate for people with disabilities and a former County Council Manager with relevant 
experience.  Both Minister Reilly and myself have instructed the Project Group to seek solu-
tions across the whole of Government, so that alongside representatives from the Department 
of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE), membership also includes representatives 
from Pobal and from the Departments of Transport, Tourism & Sport, Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government, Social Protection and Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.

The terms of reference are as follows:

- Examine the policy objectives which underpinned the Mobility Allowance and Motorised 
Transport Grant schemes, in particular in the context of current Government policy on main-
streaming of services for people with disabilities and the recommendations of the Ombudsman;

- Analyse the circumstances of those who have been benefitting from the schemes, in terms 
of how the schemes have addressed their transport and mobility needs, in particular as regards 
their independence and access to employment opportunities;

- Undertake consultation with the disability and other sectors, to ascertain views on how 
best to prioritise the transport/mobility needs of all those with physical, sensory, intellectual and 
mental health difficulties within available resources currently assigned to the schemes;

- Review other transport/mobility supports provided by the HSE or other public or voluntary 
sector agencies to persons with mobility needs;

- Attempt to quantify the gaps in existing services for people with mobility needs, and, to-
gether with the foregoing, devise the most efficient solution to deliver supports to those most 
in need, within current resources and making best use of transport supports already available;

- Make appropriate recommendations to the Minister and the Minister of State by 31st May 
2013 on a solution or solutions to address priority mobility needs arising from the abolition of 
the Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport Grant schemes; and

- Following the specific first phase of the work of the group on Mobility Allowance and Mo-
torised Transport Grant schemes led by the Department of Health, continue under the leader-
ship of the most appropriate Government Department to examine how best to address transport 
needs of persons with disabilities.

The Group, who will report to Government by the end of this month, has met six times, with 
the next meeting scheduled for 22nd May.  The results of the review will be presented to the 
Government before any final decisions are made on future arrangements.  At this stage, I am not 
in a position to pre-empt the outcome of the review or the decision of Government.

14/05/2013WRBB02950Ambulance Service Response Times

14/05/2013WRBB03000650. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that the Health 
Information and Quality Authority standards in relation to emergency and ambulance services 
adequately measure the response time from the time of the call to the time that the ambulance 
arrive at the required location or if the HIQA standards just deal with the time the ambulance 
left its depot to go to the appropriate location which sometimes could be up to an hour away; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22640/13]
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14/05/2013WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Information and Quality Author-
ity (HIQA) published the Pre-hospital Emergency Care Key Performance Indicators for Emer-
gency Response Times in October 2012.  They developed a set of key performance indicators 
(KPIs), which classify 999/211 emergency calls by clinical status. Clinical Status 1 Echo calls 
involve life-threatening emergencies of cardiac or respiratory origin.  Clinical Status 1 Delta 
calls involve life-threatening emergencies of other than cardiac or respiratory origin. Detailed 
data-sets incorporating the necessary definitions are provided in the HIQA Report.  In relation 
to calculating response times - the clock starts when the call verification period is complete 
and the following details have been ascertained: the callers telephone number, the nature of 
the chief complaint, the Advanced Medical Priority Dispatch System (AMPDS) dispatch code 
and the exact location of the incident.  The clock stops when the first responder or the patient-
carrying vehicle arrives at the scene of the incident.

The HIQA target for first responders (a person trained in minimum basic life support and 
use of a defibrillator) is to meet the Echo 1 and Delta 1 incident  response time (7 minutes 59 
seconds) in 75% of cases.  The HIQA target  for patient-carrying vehicles is to  meet the  Clini-
cal Status 1 ECHO incidents  response time (18 minutes 59 seconds) in 85% of cases.  It is ac-
knowledged that response-time indicators  should not be used in isolation.  Following a review 
of the validity of time-based KPIs for clinical status data, and in line with international views, it 
is considered that clinical outcome indicators would be more appropriate, and work has begun 
on their development.

14/05/2013WRBB03150Ambulance Service Provision

14/05/2013WRBB03200651. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the reasons it is proposed that 
from 1 July 2013 one of the two ambulances that are stationed in Portlaoise will be removed 
from Portlaoise on Monday nights and Tuesday nights; if he is satisfied that one ambulance 
based in County Laois is adequate for the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22641/13]

14/05/2013WRBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is 
not a static service.  The Service deploys its resources in a dynamic manner and works on an 
area and national, rather than a local, basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources 
ensures that the nearest appropriate resource is mobilised to the location of any incident.  The 
NAS has been taking a number of steps to improve response times.  These include development 
of a Performance Improvement Action Plan, an Intermediate Care Service, the control centre 
reconfiguration project and a trial emergency aeromedical service.  Following a referral to the 
Labour Court under the Public Service Agreement, the NAS is currently progressing a number 
of efficiencies arising from LCR 20313, including the issue of removal of overtime built in to 
rosters.  New rosters are now in place and are operating successfully.  In relation to the specific 
queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRBB03350Nursing Home Repayment Scheme

14/05/2013WRBB03400652. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when the fair deal will be ap-
proved for a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22642/13]

14/05/2013WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
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service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRBB03550National Pandemic Plan

14/05/2013WRBB03600653. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will outline Ireland’s 
current state of preparedness in the event of a large scale viral pandemic with a significant fa-
tality rate such as rare strains of influenza and similar outbreaks; if he will detail the stocks of 
antiviral medication that the State has on hand to disperse in the event of such an occurrence; 
if he will outline the way the recent EU agreement on cross-border health threats will aid the 
State’s preparedness in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22643/13]

14/05/2013WRBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department recently published the Re-
port of a Review Group set up to examine the Irish response to influenza A(H1N1)  pandemic 
in 2009.  This Group was chaired by my Department and comprised of public health and emer-
gency planning experts from the Health Services Executive (HSE) and its agency the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre.  The Report includes recommendations for a revision of the 
National Pandemic Plan (2007) and provides advice on operational arrangements for any future 
pandemic.  A Working Group will be established to begin this process.

The purpose of a plan is to limit the effects of a potential pandemic and to inform the pub-
lic about pandemic influenza, explain what the Government and health services are doing to 
prepare for a possible pandemic, and give information on what members of the public need to 
do if there is a pandemic.  The health service response to the threat of an influenza pandemic is 
based on eight core elements: communications strategy, telephone hotline, responsibilities of 
the public, surveillance, antiviral drugs, pandemic vaccine, reorganisation of the health services 
and essential supplies.

Agreement to improve the European Union health security framework was secured by the 
Irish Presidency last week.  The Decision will help Member States prepare for, and protect 
citizens against, possible future pandemics.  The agreement strengthens risk preparedness and 
response planning, provides a legal basis for the Health Security Committee, improves access 
to pharmaceutical products, including vaccines, for Member States, and will result in clearer 
risk and crisis communication to the public and healthcare professionals.  A crucial aspect of 
the agreement is the establishment of a legal basis for the coordination of vaccine procurement 
across the EU.  This will provide more equitable access to vaccines and may reduce costs as-
sociated with vaccine procurement.  The EU will also be able to trigger pandemic vaccine pro-
duction itself, ultimately leading to faster vaccination in an emergency.

As the Health Service Executive has responsibility for the stock-piling of antiviral medica-
tion this matter has been referred to them for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRBB03750Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRBB03800654. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a date for a cataracts opera-
tion will be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22650/13]

14/05/2013WRBB03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
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administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 655 answered with Question No. 116.

14/05/2013WRBB04050Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRBB04100656. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be 
scheduled for a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22652/13]

14/05/2013WRBB04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

14/05/2013WRCC00200Departmental Contracts

14/05/2013WRCC00300657. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will set out in an 
itemised way his Department’s spending to date on outside contracts for legal and other advice 
on his proposed system of universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22653/13]

14/05/2013WRCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is committed to funda-
mental reform of the health system.  This will see the delivery of a single-tier health service, 
supported by universal health insurance, which will ensure equal access to care based on need, 
not income.

My Department is currently preparing a White Paper on Universal Health Insurance which 
will provide further detail on the universal health insurance (UHI) system for Ireland.  In order 
to deliver the White Paper, a comprehensive programme of work is underway to develop de-
tailed policy proposals on the design of the UHI model for Ireland, the scope and composition 
of the UHI basket of services, and funding and financial support mechanisms for UHI. The 
work involved is complex and technical and demands a range of expertise. To date, the fol-
lowing expenditure has been incurred in relation to contracted services to support UHI design 
work:

Persons, Group, 
Body or Agency

Contract Details / Ad-
vice Sought

Was advice related 
to a Capital Expen-
diture Project? (Yes 
or No)

Cost (€) inclusive 
of vat at 23%
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Matheson Ormsby 
Prentice

Preliminary Legal 
Research and Analy-
sis - options appraisal 
of multi-payer health 
insurance models, dura-
tion of contract approxi-
mately one month

        No     €6,150

Peter Smyth Man-
agement Consul-
tancy Ltd

Procurement process 
audit support in respect 
of a tender process for 
the provision of legal 
research and advisory 
services to the Minister 
for Health on the design 
and implementation 
of an insurance based 
health system

No €2,152.50

It should also be noted that the Department has recently engaged specialised legal expertise 
to support detailed deliberations in relation to the design of the UHI model for Ireland.

14/05/2013WRCC00500Departmental Contracts

14/05/2013WRCC00600658. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will set out in an 
itemised way his Department’s spending to date on outside contracts for legal and other advice 
on his proposed extension of free general practitioner care initially to long-term illness patients 
and subsequently to all; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22654/13]

14/05/2013WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The legal advice on 
the proposed phased extension of free general practitioner care was provided to the Department 
by the Attorney General’s Office and not through an external legal advice source.

  Questions Nos. 659 and 660 answered with Question No. 134.

14/05/2013WRCC00900Services for People with Disabilities

14/05/2013WRCC01000661. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
gives priority to personal care to the exclusion of other needs and services for persons with dis-
abilities [22708/13]

14/05/2013WRCC01100662. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has contingency funds or plans for persons with a disability who may have to attend public 
hospitals if carer services change [22709/13]

14/05/2013WRCC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 661 and 662 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 663 answered with Question No. 649.
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  Question No. 664 answered with Question No. 134.

14/05/2013WRCC01500Food Ingredients

14/05/2013WRCC01600665. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to ensure that 
manufacturers reduce the sugar content in products such as breakfast cereals; and the steps he 
has taken to receive an explanation of the reason they use up to 30% more sugar in their prod-
ucts for the European market compared to amounts in the US. [22728/13]

14/05/2013WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I established a Special Action Group on Obe-
sity (SAGO) comprising representatives from key Government Departments and organisations 
to examine and progress a number of issues to address the problem of obesity.  Whilst it was ac-
knowledged that alone no single initiative will halt or reverse the trend, it was felt that a combi-
nation of measures should make a difference.  SAGO has already raised the issue of reformula-
tion of ingredients in certain food products with the Food and Drinks Industry of Ireland (FDII).

High sugar breakfast cereals are only one type of food which could contribute to the obesity 
problem.  SAGO is now looking at ways of reducing food consumption from the top shelf of the 
food pyramid, in accordance with this Department’s Healthy Eating Guidelines.  It should also 
be noted that some breakfast cereals are low in sugar and some types of cereals in Europe are 
lower in sugar than their USA counterparts.  Different countries may also have different recipes 
for certain products with similar brand names.

14/05/2013WRCC01800Services for People with Disabilities

14/05/2013WRCC01900666. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will detail the grants avail-
able for children and persons who are profoundly deaf; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22736/13]

14/05/2013WRCC02000667. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if deafness is considered to be a 
disability under legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22737/13]

14/05/2013WRCC02100668. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if there is an official register 
for persons/children who are profoundly deaf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22738/13]

14/05/2013WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 666 to 668, inclusive, together.

There is no register of persons who are profoundly deaf.  All paediatric clients and clients 
with a medical card are entitled to community audiology services and repairs of their hearing 
aids.  The Department of Social Protection also provide a grant for hearing aids.  The Minister 
does not classify specific medical illnesses or conditions as a disability.  There are a number 
of definitions of disability contained in legislation e.g. Disability Act 2005, the Employment 
Equality Acts 1998 and 2004, the Education for Persons with Special Education Needs Acts, 
Equal Status Acts and used for particular purposes e.g. the Census and the qualifying criteria 
for income supports such as the Domiciliary Care Allowance, Disability Allowance etc.  These 
definitions define disability in terms of an individual’s functional ability in their environment, 
rather than a medical diagnosis or condition.
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14/05/2013WRCC02300Medical Products

14/05/2013WRCC02400669. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if replacement parts associated 
with Cochlear implants will be covered under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22739/13]

14/05/2013WRCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Cochlear implants 
and replacements are funded by the Health Service Executive and provided by Beaumont Hos-
pital, therefore the issue of inclusion of replacement parts associated with cochlear implants on 
the medical card scheme, does not arise.

  Questions Nos. 670 to 673, inclusive, answered with Question No. 134.

14/05/2013WRCC02700Hospital Waiting Lists

14/05/2013WRCC02800674. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Monaghan will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22771/13]

14/05/2013WRCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  For 
the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients who are 
waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time 
target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRCC03000Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRCC03100675. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of personnel in 
whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the aegis of his Department 
in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 to €30,000, €30,001 to 
€40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, €70,001 to €80,000, 
€80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 to €150,000, 
€150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to €300,000, 
€300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to €500,000, 
and more than €500,000. [22791/13]

14/05/2013WRCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy 
in relation to the whole-time equivalent staff who are directly employed by my Department is 
detailed in tabular format:
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Salary Range Whole Time Equivalents (WTE)
Less than €20,000 9.1
€20,000 - €30,000 27.53
€30,000 - €40,000 63.86
€40,000 - €50,000 62.23
€50,000 - €60,000 55.4
€60,000 - €70,000 11
€70,000 - €80,000 47
€80,000 - €90,000 21.8
€90,000 - €100,000 18.6
€100,000 - €125,000 9
€125,000 - €150,000 5
€150,000 - €175,000 1
€175,000 - €200,000 2
TOTAL 333.52
 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to collate the data sought in respect of those 
employed by that Agency as soon as possible and it will be provided to the Deputy by them 
when available.

The information in relation to the Non-Commercial State Agencies is currently being col-
lated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

14/05/2013WRCC03300Medical Products

14/05/2013WRCC03400676. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 6 will receive their limb having being confined to a wheelchair for the past five weeks 
while waiting for news of the return of their leg following repairs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22800/13]

14/05/2013WRCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRCC03600Health Insurance Claims

14/05/2013WRCC03700677. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he will review a decision 
by a private health insurer not to award an appeal from a person (details supplied) with a serious 
condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22803/13]

14/05/2013WRCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I do not have a role in the day to day opera-
tions of any private health insurance company.  The VHI is a commercial company operating in 
a competitive market and decisions as to whether members are entitled to benefit are made in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of each individual member’s policy.  The issue raised 
by the Deputy appears to be a contractual matter between the customer and her insurer.

If the individual in question is not satisfied with the decision made in this case, they may 
appeal to the Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau (www.financialombudsman.ie - Lincoln 



14 May 2013

293

House, Lincoln Place, Dublin 2, Lo-Call 1890 88 20 90) or contact the industry regulator, the 
Health Insurance Authority (www.hia.ie - Canal House, Canal Road, Dublin 6, Lo-Call 1850 
929 166) for information.

14/05/2013WRCC03900Health Services Issues

14/05/2013WRCC04000678. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the steps the Health Service Ex-
ecutive take when they receive a written complaint from a client regarding poor services being 
given to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22805/13]

14/05/2013WRCC04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive’s (HSE’s) 
Directorate of Quality and Patient Safety has, under its Advocacy and Incident Management 
Units, developed a comprehensive incident management process for addressing complaints re-
ceived in relation to the public health services.

As this service is proper to the HSE  I have arranged to have the Deputy’s question referred 
to the Executive for attention and a more detailed response.

14/05/2013WRCC04200Health Services Provision

14/05/2013WRCC04300679. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the steps that the Health Service 
Executive are taking to find a permanent replacement for a centre (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22806/13]

14/05/2013WRCC04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Question No. 680 answered with Question No. 120.

14/05/2013WRDD00250Hospital Charges

14/05/2013WRDD00300681. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the position regarding allowing 
minor injury units to introduce fees of €100 for patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22812/13]

14/05/2013WRDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): With effect from 1s  tMarch 2013, under the 
Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regulations 2013, a charge €100 is levied in all facilities provid-
ing emergency out-patient services.  In recent years, changes have been made to the emergency 
services provided in a number of hospitals with resultant changes in the description of the 
services from “an accident and emergency department”.  The Regulations cover out-patient 
services provided at an emergency department, a casualty department, a minor injury unit, an 
urgent care centre, a local injury unit or any other facility providing similar services.

14/05/2013WRDD00450Prescription Charges

14/05/2013WRDD00500682. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health his views on the possibility of 
imposing a monthly cap on prescription charges in order to ensure that persons with multiple 
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prescriptions are not discouraged from purchasing medication; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22815/13]

14/05/2013WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of €19.50 per month for each person 
or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.

14/05/2013WRDD00650Disability Support Services Provision

14/05/2013WRDD00700683. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health when the results action plan to re-
duce waiting times for assessing needs of children with disabilities will be realised; the factors 
that have contributed to a large number children waiting longer than six months for an assess-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22817/13]

14/05/2013WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Part 2 of the 
Disability Act 2005 was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children aged under 5.  In 
2008, the then Government decided, in the light of financial circumstances, to defer further 
implementation of the Disability Act 2005 and the Education for Persons with Special Educa-
tional Needs Act 2004.

Part 2 of the Disability Act, inter alia, provides for an assessment of the needs of eligible 
applicants occasioned by their disability to be commenced within three months of receipt of an 
application and completed within a further three months.

There has been a very significant rise in overall activity around the assessment process in 
recent years in respect of the children now encompassed by the process.  The number of assess-
ment reports received in 2012 was 3,505 which is over 400 applications more than in 2010.  It is 
worth noting that in the period 2010-2012 over 8,200 reports were completed.  While the HSE 
recognises that it faces significant challenges in respect of meeting the statutory time-frames 
which apply to the assessment of need process given the number and complexity of cases, it is 
endeavouring to address the issue from available resources.

While any delay in assessment or intervention for any child is not desirable, the assessment 
process under the Disability Act can take place in parallel with any intervention which is identi-
fied as necessary.  The HSE has issued guidance to its staff that where there is a delay in the as-
sessment process, this should not affect the delivery of necessary and appropriate interventions 
identified for a particular child.

In addition targeted action plans have been put in place since early 2011.  Measures have 
included: prioritising assessments, holding additional clinics, contracting the private sector to 
conduct assessments and reconfiguring resources to target areas of greatest need.  These plans 
are monitored on a monthly basis by the HSE centrally.

Following the publication of a report commissioned from the National Disability Author-
ity by the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive, a major emphasis is being 
placed on reconfiguring disability services for children into geographically-based early-inter-
vention and school-aged teams as part of the Progressing Disability Services for Children and 
Young People Programme which is underway.  The NDA report indicated that where integrated 
teams were operating, the assessment of need process ran more smoothly.  It found that there 
was no one single solution to remove all of the challenges to operating a statutory assessment of 
need.  A meeting involving the Department, the HSE and the NDA has been arranged for early 
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June to discuss the Report further.

14/05/2013WRDD00850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

14/05/2013WRDD00900684. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the major collective effect of the cuts to personal assistants and the mobility allowance for 
children and adults with a disability; and if he will reverse these cuts. [22823/13]

14/05/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment currently provides funding of over €1.5 billion to the Disability Services Programme, 
through the Health Service Executive’s (HSE) National Service Plan for 2013 and is commit-
ted to protecting frontline services for people with disabilities to the greatest possible extent.  
The Minister for Health is working to ensure that protection is afforded to the disability sector, 
and the Social Care area as a whole.  In 2013, the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision 
of services within available resources and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 
2012, by continuing to provide 1.68m hours of Personal Assistant / Home Support Hours along 
with: - residential services to over 9,000 people with a disability; - day services to over 22,000 
people with intellectual and physical disabilities; and - respite residential support for over 7,500 
people with intellectual and physical disabilities.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of the people with disability who require 
transport supports from the State.  The Government is also conscious of the position of the 
Ombudsman that the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant schemes are illegal 
in the context of the Equal Status Acts.  Following detailed consideration of issues surrounding 
the two schemes, the Government decided in February that it is no longer possible to allow the 
schemes to continue and to devise an alternative for meeting people’s needs.

It is important to note that the decision is in no way intended to save costs and the funding 
involved in the two schemes (€10.6 million) remains committed to meeting the transport needs 
of relevant people.  It is also important to note that despite the fact that both schemes ended in 
February, the payment of Mobility Allowance to those currently in receipt will continue until 
June, as we devise an alternative method of meeting people’s needs.

A special Project Group, which is independently chaired, has been established to seek an 
alternative method to provide for the priority transport needs of people in a manner that does 
not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The Project Group are to report to Government this 
month, before any final decisions are made on the future arrangements.  At this stage, I am not 
in a position to pre-empt the outcome of the review or the decision of the Government.

14/05/2013WRDD01050Speech and Language Therapy

14/05/2013WRDD01100685. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health under Health Service Execu-
tive guidelines, the number of hours of speech and language services per year which should be 
allocated to children with severe phonological disorders; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22828/13]

14/05/2013WRDD01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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14/05/2013WRDD01250Hospital Staff

14/05/2013WRDD01300686. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the Service Level 
Agreements between the Health Service Executive Medical Education and Training Unit and 
the College of Anaesthetists, the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and the Royal College 
of Physicians of Ireland require the colleges to ensure the fair and equal distribution of training 
posts for junior doctors to hospitals throughout the State reflects the service requirements of 
the HSE in hospitals across the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22839/13]

14/05/2013WRDD01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRDD01450Hospital Staff

14/05/2013WRDD01500687. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that 
the Health Service Executive’s centralised recruitment process will deliver the required number 
of junior doctors to hospitals throughout the State this summer [22840/13]

14/05/2013WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is actively managing the recruit-
ment process for the July 2013 rotation in order to ensure that as many NCHDs as possible are 
recruited and that all critical service needs are met.  A number of separate recruitment processes 
are currently underway including: Filling by the Postgraduate Training Bodies of posts on train-
ing schemes; HSE Centralised Applications process; Local recruitment - which fills approxi-
mately 70% of service posts; Other external HSE funded initiatives - including a partnership 
arrangement with the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Pakistan and recruitment in South 
Africa.

In the longer term the HSE is focused on improving the working conditions of NCHDs 
and on measures that will improve retention and, in particular, the achievement of compliance 
with the European Working Time Directive.  In this context the HSE has established a National 
Implementation Group to progress compliance with the requirements of the Directive and to 
facilitate introduction of electronic time recording and rostering systems.

14/05/2013WRDD01650Primary Medical Certificates Eligibility

14/05/2013WRDD01700688. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the criteria for the purposes of 
application for primary medical certificates, and the process under which persons may appeal a 
decision made to refuse same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22842/13]

14/05/2013WRDD01800689. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will consider an application 
for primary medical certificate in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Louth; if he 
will outline the reason for refusal of same; if there is recourse for these persons to appeal the 
decision in view of the medical conditions and associated mobility issues; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22843/13]

14/05/2013WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 688 and 689 together.

The Revenue Commissioners’ operate a Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme 
whereby a person with a disability or a family member can qualify for tax relief linked to the 
purchase of vehicles, providing the person with a disability is the holder of a Primary Medical 
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Certificate.  Applications for Primary Medical Certificates are processed by the Health Service 
Executive through local health offices.

The medical criteria for entry to the scheme, which are set out by the Department of Fi-
nance, are that the person with disability must be severely and permanently disabled and come 
within the following categories- Be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs; Be 
wholly without the use of one of their legs and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that they are severely restricted as to the movement of their lower limbs; Be without both 
hands or without both arms; Be without one or both legs; Be wholly or almost wholly without 
the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost wholly without the use of one leg; Have the 
medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of lower limbs.

Where the issue of a Primary Medical Certificate is refused, the applicant may appeal this 
refusal to the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, the National Rehabilitation Hospital, 
Rochestown Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.  This is an independent Board, whose deci-
sion is final.  Where the Board considers that the person concerned meets the criteria, it will 
issue the required certificate.  It is of course open to the individual to re-apply for a Primary 
Medical Certificate should a change occur in his/her medical condition to the extent that the 
medical criteria may be met.  I have referred the individual case raised by the Deputy to the 
Health Service Executive, for a direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WRDD01950Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRDD02000690. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the individual amount of 
overtime paid in the case of each political or ministerial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 
2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such payments were made 
to the Secretary General and advisers, and if so, the amounts for the same period. [22877/13]

14/05/2013WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information in respect of the amount of 
overtime paid in the case of each political / Ministerial appointee for the period 2007 to date in 
2013 is set out in the following table: 

Minister / Minister of State 2007 to date in 2013
Minister James Reilly:  -
Personal Assistant €14,148.67
Personal Secretary x 2 €4,581.15 + €1,914.98
Minister of State Roisin Shortall:  -
Personal Assistant €14,153.14
Personal Secretary €9,737.98
Minister of State Kathleen Lynch:  -
Personal Assistant €4,490.17
Personal Secretary €10,444.14
Minister of State AlexWhite:  -
Personal Assistant €2,280.20
Personal Secretary €3,023.40
Minister Mary Harney:  -
Personal Assistant €1,559.56
Minister of State Barry Andrews:  -
Personal Secretary €22,518.01



Questions - Written Answers

298

Personal Assistant €32,374.72
Minister of State Aine Brady:  -
Personal Secretary €5,376.07
Personal Assistant €2,546.42
Minister of State John Moloney:  -
Personal Assistant €29,970.63
Minister of State Maire Hoctor:  -
Personal Assistant €20,006.02
Personal Secretary €16,942.44
Minister of State Pat the Cope Gallagher:  - 
Personal Secretary €8,190.80
Minister of State Brendan Smith:  -
Personal Assistant €7,871.34
Personal Secretary €7,082.17
Minister of State Jimmy Devins:  -
Personal Assistant €8,683.57
Personal Secretary €5,402.51
Minister of State Brian Lenihan:  -
Personal Secretary €8,759.36
Personal Assistant €6,502.71
Minister of State Mary Wallace:  -
Personal Secretary €3,269.39
Temporary Clerical Officer €4,462.69
TOTAL: €256,292.24
Neither the Secretary General nor the Special Advisors to Ministers / Ministers of State 

receive overtime.

Question No. 691 answered with Question No. 98.

14/05/2013WRDD02250Internet Safety Issues

14/05/2013WRDD02300692. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the action he will take against 
websites that promote harmful and unhealthy behaviour such as promoting anorexia and buli-
mia and other eating disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22918/13]

14/05/2013WRDD02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I wish to 
stress, in the first instance, that the Internet is an international and worldwide phenomenon, that 
has no borders and no single control mechanism.  Therefore, efforts to combat harmful materi-
als and activities on the Internet can be hampered by the multiplicity of jurisdictions, various 
legal systems, differing societal norms, or other relevant factors in this regard.

Many pro-eating disorder websites may be hosted outside this jurisdiction, principally in 
the United States.  As such, they would be subject to US jurisdiction, and any effective action 
is therefore limited in nature.  Notwithstanding such difficulties, there is in Ireland a self-reg-
ulatory framework in place for internet service providers (ISPs).  The Internet Service Provid-
ers Association of Ireland Code of Practice and Ethics sets out clear guidelines and minimum 
standards in respect of dealing with complaints regarding suspected illegal material.  However, 
pro-eating disorder websites are not regarded as illegal.
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The Deputy may rest assured that the Department of Health, in conjunction with other rel-
evant agencies, are cognisant of the issues raised in this instance and will continue to pursue an 
inter-agency response to policy and service developments to best tackle eating disorders over-
all.  A key feature of this, obviously, is to promote awareness of the dangers involved among the 
younger sections of our population.

  Question No. 693 answered with Question No. 120.

14/05/2013WRDD02550Health Services Staff Recruitment

14/05/2013WRDD02600694. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the reasons a national recruit-
ment campaign for the PHNS service has been changed from an applicant who previously was 
able to choose three LHO areas and can now only choose one; the way the LHO areas were 
designated; his views on whether it is fair that existing candidates on the panel who applied on 
the basis of been able to select three areas are now forced to choose one; the position regarding 
the planned recruitment of LHOs in each region for 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22932/13]

14/05/2013WRDD02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the recruitment of PHNs is a matter for 
the HSE, I have requested the Executive to respond directly to the Deputy concerning the issues 
he has raised.

14/05/2013WRDD02750Nursing Home Services

14/05/2013WRDD02800695. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a rehabili-
tation bed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23011/13]

14/05/2013WRDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRDD02950Generic Drugs Substitution

14/05/2013WRDD03000696. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which central 
procurement and generic prescribing have been each identified and assessed for potential to 
reduce health service costs without in any way affecting the quality and efficacy of the service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23012/13]

14/05/2013WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012 provides for the introduction of a system of ge-
neric substitution and reference pricing.  These reforms will promote price competition among 
suppliers and ensure that lower prices are paid for medicines resulting in savings for taxpayers 
and patients.  The Bill passed Report Stage on the 9th of May and will return to the Seanad on 
the 22nd of May.  It is hoped that the Bill will complete its passage through both Houses of 
the Oireachtas shortly thereafter.  It is not possible, at this juncture, to provide accurate figures 
regarding potential savings resulting from the introduction of generic substitution and reference 
pricing, as these depend on various factors including prevailing prices, number of competitors, 
availability of substitute products, and market dynamics.

Following intensive negotiations involving the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association 
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(IPHA), the HSE and the Department of Health, a major new deal on the cost of drugs in the 
State was concluded in October last.  It will deliver a number of important benefits, including 
significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs; a lowering of the drugs bill to the State; 
timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain conditions, and reducing the 
cost base of the health system into the future.  The gross savings arising from this deal will be 
in excess of €400m over 3 years.  €210 million from the gross savings will make available new 
drugs to patients over 3 years.  Thus, the deal will result in a net reduction in the HSE expendi-
ture on drugs of about €190m.

The Department of Health and the HSE have also successfully finalised discussions with 
the Association of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers in Ireland (APMI), which represents the ge-
neric industry, on a new agreement to deliver further savings in the cost of generic drugs.  It is 
estimated that the combined gross savings from the IPHA and APMI deals will be in excess of 
€120 million in 2013.

In addition, the recently established HSE Medicines Management Programme has identi-
fied ‘preferred drugs’ for prescribers when prescribing Proton Pump Inhibitors (PPIs) or statin 
medication for patients.  This is the first time that the State has introduced a preferred drug 
initiative.  PPIs are prescribed for patients with peptic ulcer disease and/or reflux and statin 
medication is for high cholesterol.  The preferred PPI is Lansoprazole and the preferred statin 
is Simvastatin.  The HSE is asking doctors to prescribe these preferred drugs in order to save 
money, both for patients who pay for their medication and to deliver savings of an estimated 
€15million for the taxpayer.

Furthermore, the European Commission has completed its eighth review of the EU-IMF 
financial assistance programme for Ireland and has published the technical report by the Direc-
torate General for Economic and Financial Affairs (ECFIN) which assesses programme imple-
mentation by the Irish authorities.  The report published on 28th January 2013 identifies areas 
where the joint EC-ECB-IMF mission considers that further efficiencies could be achieved in 
the health system.  This includes compulsory prescription by active ingredient rather than by 
brand name with exceptions only for ‘non-substitutability’ cases.  The implications of this rec-
ommendation are being examined by my Department at present.

14/05/2013WRDD03150Health Services, Cost of Medicines

14/05/2013WRDD03200697. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which drug 
costs have fluctuated in each of the past five years to date; the way this has affected the budget-
ary situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23013/13]

14/05/2013WRDD03300698. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which a rise in 
costs of any particular or specific drugs has been identified over the past five years to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23014/13]

14/05/2013WRDD03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 697 and 698 together.

The costs of drugs and medicines for the last 5 years are set out in the table below (corre-
sponding figures for 2012 are not yet available).

 - 2011(000s) 2010(000s) 2009(000s) 2008(000s) 2007(000s)
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Cost of 
Drugs and 
Medicines

€1,467,575 €1,533,619 €1,659,931 €1,595,089 €1,480,201

There has been a general price freeze in operation in Ireland for medicines since the mid 
1990’s.  Price increases have only been allowed under the national pricing agreements in excep-
tional circumstances.  Of the existing medicines reimbursed, in excess of 4,000 products have 
been impacted by price reductions since 2006.

Approximately 60 products have been granted price increases since 2006. Included in this 
are essential medicines such as epilepsy medicines and cortico-steroids.  Price increases are 
only allowed in extremis  to maintain supplies of required medicines in the Irish market and 
require the provision of detailed supporting evidence including international pricing.  A num-
ber of the price increases were accompanied by pro-rata reductions in other products within a 
company’s portfolio (as per the national pricing agreements).

Price increases are not a significant contributor to reimbursement costs.  Between 2009 and 
2013 price reductions of the order of 30% per item reimbursed have been achieved.  The aver-
age cost per item on the GMS Scheme has reduced from a peak of €18.97 in 2009 to €13.43 
in January/February 2013, a 29% reduction in cost per item.  The average cost per item reim-
bursed is now running at 2001/2002 levels.

14/05/2013WRDD03450Nursing Staff Numbers

14/05/2013WRDD03500699. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the total number of fully-
qualified nurses employed in the public health sector in each of the past five years to date; the 
extent if any to which resignations, retirements or movement to the private sector has affected 
staff levels in the public sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23015/13]

14/05/2013WRDD03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The total number of fully-qualified nurses 
employed in the public health sector in each of the past five years at end-March (latest figure 
available) is as set out in the following table:

Date end-March 
2009

end-March 
2010

end-March 
2011

end-March 
2012

end-March 
2013

Total WTE 
excl. Career 
Break

37,696 36,891 36,106 34,296 33,997

The Government has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be 
reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budgetary targets.  The health sector must make its contri-
bution to that reduction.  The HSE may continue to recruit nurses and midwives in exceptional 
circumstances where it has been established that there is an urgent service requirement and this 
can be accommodated within the budgetary and staff number limits in place.  I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the more detailed aspects of the question.

14/05/2013WRDD03650Nursing Assistant Numbers

14/05/2013WRDD03700700. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the total number of nurs-
ing assistants currently employed throughout the public health sector; the extent to which such 
numbers have fluctuated in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[23016/13]

14/05/2013WRDD03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WRDD03850Orthodontic Services Provision

14/05/2013WRDD03900701. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which orth-
odontic services continue to be made available to children and teenagers with particular ref-
erence to follow-up on school medical examinations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23017/13]

14/05/2013WRDD04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to those who have been assessed and referred for treatment before their 
16th birthday.  Orthodontic referrals are generally received via the Public Dental Service school 
screening programme.  An individual’s access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a 
set of clinical guidelines called the Modified Index of Treatment Need. Patients with the great-
est level of need, i.e. Grade 5 or Grade 4 are provided with treatment by the HSE.

  Question No. 702 answered with Question No. 120.

  Question No. 703 answered with Question No. 120.

  Question No. 704 answered with Question No. 121.

14/05/2013WREE00350Primary Care Services Provision

14/05/2013WREE00400705. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the im-
plications of the implied closure of numerous local health centres throughout the country and 
the possible implications for the delivery of locally-based convenient services to the commu-
nity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23021/13]

14/05/2013WREE00500706. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the role played by local health centres throughout County Kildare in the delivery of 
high-quality community based and conveniently located services; if he will re-examine any 
proposals for the downgrading and or closure of such services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23022/13]

14/05/2013WREE00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 705 and 706 together.

The Government is committed to moving the focus of health care from secondary care to 
primary care, key aspects of which include the continued development of Primary Care Teams 
and Primary Care Centres.  

The HSE has responsibility for the provision of Primary Care Centres and the operation and 
maintenance of existing health centres.  Therefore, this matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WREE00650Hospital Bed Numbers
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14/05/2013WREE00700707. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the full complement of gen-
eral hospital beds currently available on a regional basis throughout the country in the public 
health sector; the number of similar beds in the private sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23023/13]

14/05/2013WREE00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy 
is collated by the Business Intelligence Unit within the Health Service Executive. Therefore, 
I have asked them to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter. In relation to the Deputy’s 
query re: private beds; my Department has no role or function.

  Question No. 708 answered with Question No. 121.

  Question No. 709 answered with Question No. 137.

14/05/2013WREE01050Vaccination Programme

14/05/2013WREE01100710. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the measures and action plan 
he intends to take regarding the plight of sufferers of unique narcolepsy disorder as a result of 
the anti swine fever vaccination, as a recent evaluation identified that 54 persons made up of 
children, adolescents and adults have been diagnosed up to April 2013 with narcolepsy; when 
he will provide the package of supports as promised to him for approval; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23026/13]

14/05/2013WREE01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that there 
are a number of supports in place for persons diagnosed with narcolepsy following pandemic 
vaccination.  My priority is to ensure that those affected by narcolepsy, with symptom onset 
post pandemic vaccination are provided with a range of services and supports to meet their 
health needs.   The Irish Medicines Board has indicated that as of 12 May 2013 there are 49 
cases with a clinical diagnosis of narcolepsy, with symptom development post pandemic vac-
cination.  There are a number of cases still under investigation. The majority of cases are in the 
five to twenty two years age group. The Health Service Executive has responsibility for health 
service delivery and at my request, the HSE developed a range of appropriate services and sup-
ports to address the needs of this group.  Together, the HSE and the Department of Education 
and Skills provide a very comprehensive range of services and supports to those affected.

These supports and services include access to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, 
temporary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses incurred. This includes expenses for 
counselling services for individuals and also for families of children affected by narcolepsy fol-
lowing pandemic vaccination,  in cases where such services are not already available through 
the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for appropriate individualised health and 
educational supports to be put in place are ongoing.  The National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents of 
children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children and adoles-
cents affected.

The HSE’s advocacy unit is in regular contact with the support group SOUND and last met 
representatives of the group on 28 February 2013.  Through regional co-ordinators the HSE 
also has frequent contact with individual members of SOUND to assist them in service access 
and reimbursement of expenses.   On March 22 the HSE held an information day to ensure 
those affected were fully aware of all of the the services available.  My Department is consid-
ering all possible supports which may need to be put in place for those affected by narcolepsy 
following pandemic vaccination.  I would like to assure the Deputy that this matter continues 
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to be a priority for my Department.  A further meeting with SOUND will be arranged when the 
matter has concluded.

  Question No. 711 answered with Question No. 626.

14/05/2013WREE01350Cross-Border Health Initiatives

14/05/2013WREE01400712. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the locations of all 
genito urinary medicine clinics along the Border area; the extent of cross-Border usage of these 
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23054/13]

14/05/2013WREE01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The specific query raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter and has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WREE01550Health Services Expenditure

14/05/2013WREE01600713. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of privately 
run care provider organisations receiving funding from the Health Service Executive; their 
name and contact details; the counties or areas they cover; the financial supports they have re-
ceived on an annual basis in each of the years 2010, 2011 and 2012; the way in which the sums 
involved are calculated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23055/13]

14/05/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

14/05/2013WREE01750Autism Services Issues

14/05/2013WREE01800714. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he approves of the use of 
a restraint method Figure of Four@ TMAV technique as an intervention for children with au-
tism who have toileting or self-harming issues; if his attention has been drawn to this restraint 
method being used by any Health Service Executive service or service provider who provide 
interventions for children with autism; if this method is being employed is there documentation 
on the numbers of children, the duration of use and the outcomes for the child and or children; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23056/13]

14/05/2013WREE01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department is having enquiries made 
into the matters raised by the Deputy.  I will communicate with him further in the matter.

14/05/2013WREE01950Health Services Policy

14/05/2013WREE02000715. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on his Department’s 
work at establishing the Money Follows the Patient model which was proposed to begin in 
shadow form this year; if the model has begun in all acute hospitals; and if he envisages that 
the timeframe is such that a full phased implementation of the new model will commence from 
January 2014. [23061/13]

14/05/2013WREE02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government set out its plans for the in-
troduction of Money Follows the Patient (MFTP) in the draft MFTP Policy Paper on Hospital 
Financing, which I published for consultation on 15 February last.
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Since then, my Department has commenced a communication and consultation campaign 
in relation to MFTP. The Department has sought the views of interested parties on the Policy 
Paper through an open call for submissions as well as by writing to over 100 stakeholders.  The 
closing date for submissions has been extended to end-May to facilitate maximum engagement.  
The National Casemix Seminar, held in Tallaght Hospital on 11/12 April, was another central 
element of the communication and consultation programme.  This seminar was jointly hosted 
by the Department of Health and HSE and over 200 of those most directly impacted by MFTP 
attended.  

An independent international expert has also been engaged undertake a “State of Readi-
ness” review of the health system’s capacity to roll out MFTP in public hospitals.  It is expected 
that this review will be completed shortly.

As previously set out, the Government’s intention is to roll-out MFTP in shadow form in 
the hub hospital of each of the soon to be announced hospital groups during 2013 ahead of full 
phased implementation from January 2014.

14/05/2013WREE02150Health Services Issues

14/05/2013WREE02200716. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1209 of 16 April 2013, if he will confirm the time frame within which the local implemen-
tation team is expected to complete the implementation plan for the North West Dublin Early 
Intervention Team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23065/13]

14/05/2013WREE02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/05/2013WREE02350Regulatory Compliance

14/05/2013WREE02400717. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is satisfied that agricultural tractor and trailer combinations being used in the various commer-
cial State port companies for the carriage of goods comply with the Road Traffic (Construction, 
Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations applicable to vehicles engaged in such carriage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22284/13]

14/05/2013WREE02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility for 
ensuring that agricultural tractor and trailer combinations, being used for the carriage of goods 
in the various commercial State port companies, comply with Road Traffic (Construction, 
Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations is a matter, in the first instance, for the Port Com-
panies themselves, and in terms of the enforcement of Road Traffic Regulations, for the Gardaí.

14/05/2013WREE02550Road Maintenance

14/05/2013WREE02600718. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will make funding available to surface a mile, in two different half mile sections, of the L7060 
road in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22325/13]
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14/05/2013WREE02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.   

The Department has allocated a total of €350.462 million for regional and local roads in 
2013, from which Kerry County Council has been allocated over €13.9 million.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded from these grants is also a matter for the local 
authority.

The grants programme is structured to allow councils reasonable flexibility in using grants 
while also ensuring that there are clear outputs for the monies allocated in terms of length of 
road maintained or rehabilitated.  In addition, I announced that local authorities would be af-
forded additional flexibility this year by allowing Councils to transfer resources into their dis-
cretionary grant.  In this regard it is open to the council to prioritise the L7060 road so that it is 
funded under the Discretionary Grant or alternatively to fund it from its own resources.

14/05/2013WREE02750Aviation Issues

14/05/2013WREE02800719. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cir-
cumstances surrounding helicopter landings at Booterstown bird marsh, County Dublin, in re-
cent years; the steps his Department has taken to ensure this will not occur again; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22889/13]

14/05/2013WREE02900720. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cir-
cumstances surrounding helicopter landings at Booterstown bird marsh, County Dublin, in re-
cent years; the steps his Department have taken to ensure this will not occur again; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22890/13]

14/05/2013WREE03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 719 and 720 together.   

The issue raised by the Deputy is a matter for the Irish Aviation Authority, an Agency under 
the remit of my Department.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

14/05/2013WREE03050National Sports Campus Development Authority

14/05/2013WREE03100721. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding Abbotstown House, Dublin 15, which is in the ownership of the National Sports 
Council; if the house can be considered for putting to local community use; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22935/13]

14/05/2013WREE03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The National 
Sports Campus Development Authority has responsibility for Abbotstown House, which is a 
listed building on the National Sports Campus site.  Following the approval of the Government 
in June 2011, I asked the Authority to examine the suitability of Abbotstown House as a loca-
tion for the headquarters of the Irish Sports Council and of the Authority itself. The Authority 
confirmed that the House would be a suitable location and it is planned to proceed with refur-
bishment of the House for this purpose when funding becomes available.  Planning permission 
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is in place for the renovation of the House and for its use as offices. Works have already been 
undertaken to secure the House.

14/05/2013WREE03250EU Funding

14/05/2013WREE03300722. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
update Dáil Éireann on his engagements with the European Commission in respect of the TEN-
T funding round; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22211/13]

14/05/2013WREE03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have not had any 
engagements with the European Commission since applications were submitted under the cur-
rent TEN-T funding round. These applications are independently evaluated by the Commission 
and the TEN-T Agency and it would not be appropriate for me to intervene in this evaluation 
process. The results of this process along with recommendations on funding will be forward-
ed for approval to the Commission-chaired Financial Assistance Committee on which all Mem-
ber States are represented.  I understand final decisions will be made over the Summer.

14/05/2013WREE03450Road Improvement Schemes

14/05/2013WREE03500723. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
update Dáil Éireann on plans to upgrade the N14 road linking Letterkenny and Lifford/Stra-
bane. [22212/13]

14/05/2013WREE03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WREE03650Tourism Industry Issues

14/05/2013WREE03700724. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his Department has a specific set of indicators that can usefully benchmark Ireland’s tourism 
competitiveness in relation to other countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22228/13]

14/05/2013WREE03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): It is important that 
we draw on a broad range of measures to track our tourism performance and to inform both the 
operations of the tourism agencies and Government strategies and actions.  Assessments of Ire-
land’s tourism competitiveness are an important complement to the more traditional hard data 
on visitor arrivals and spending, giving us a general idea of the overall position of Irish tourism 
relative to competing markets and helping us to identify strengths to promote and weaknesses 
to address in growing Irish tourism sustainably.  

Accordingly, conscious of the differing demands of agencies, policy makers and industry 
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and the balance required between quality, standardisation, frequency and relevance of statistics, 
my Department monitors a variety of available data sources.  These include official tourism 
statistics published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), surveys and analyses conducted by 
the tourism agencies and various international reports and indices such as the World Economic 
Forum Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report .

Furthermore, the Tourism Committee of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) is currently examining approaches to measuring competitiveness in 
tourism, including suggestions for useful indicators, and its findings and recommendations will 
be considered by my officials in due course.

  

14/05/2013WREE03850Tourism Promotion

14/05/2013WREE03900725. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in 
view of the fact that our tourism marketing is rated as highly effective as reflected in WEF 
Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index the action he will take to build on this performance; 
and his efforts to seek further efficiencies and value for money; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22229/13]

14/05/2013WREE04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I was pleased to 
note that the report referred to by the Deputy ranks Ireland in 9th place out of 140 countries in 
terms of our effectiveness in overseas marketing.  This means that we are ranked ahead of some 
of our key competitors such as the United Kingdom, Spain and France.  In terms of building 
on this performance and obtaining further efficiencies, this is an operational matter for Tourism 
Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the question to the agency for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days. 

14/05/2013WRFF00150Tourism Ireland Expenditure

14/05/2013WRFF00200726. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of State funding his Department spends on research and development in tourism; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22230/13]

14/05/2013WRFF00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the tourism agencies for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is 
not received within ten working days.

14/05/2013WRFF00350Taxi Regulations

14/05/2013WRFF00400727. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the regu-
lations pertaining to the provision and use of pedal rickshaws for hire; if there are different 
requirements for powered rickshaws; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22233/13]

14/05/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): There are no regulatory constraints over the use of rickshaws for hire at present. The of-
fence under the Taxi Regulation Act 2003 (inserted by the Public Transport Regulation Act 
2009) arising from the carriage of persons for reward without a licence only applies where the 
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vehicle being used is licensed or capable of being licensed as a small public service vehicle. A 
rickshaw whether mechanically propelled or not is not capable at present of being licensed as 
a small public service vehicle.  The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 which is before the Oireachtas 
provides for a restatement of the offence provision so that, following enactment, the use of 
mechanically powered rickshaws for the purposes of carriage of persons for reward would not 
be allowed.

14/05/2013WRFF00550Road Projects Status

14/05/2013WRFF00600728. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the details of the public private partnership deal with the National Roads Authority 
signed on his Department’s behalf regarding the N11 upgrade in County Wicklow; when he 
expects construction work to commence; when he expects the road to be fully open; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22265/13]

14/05/2013WRFF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WRFF00750Road Projects Expenditure

14/05/2013WRFF00800729. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide a breakdown of moneys spent on capital projects (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22279/13]

14/05/2013WRFF00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WRFF00950Haulage Industry Regulation

14/05/2013WRFF01000730. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
agricultural tractor and trailer combinations in excess of 3.5 tonnes may be used for the general 
carriage of goods by road for hire or reward without a carrier’s road haulage licence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22287/13]

14/05/2013WRFF01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Where any vehicle 
or combination of vehicles in excess of 3.5 tonnes design gross vehicle weight (maximum 
permitted weight) is used for the carriage of goods by road for hire or reward, the operator of 
the vehicle must hold a road haulage operator’s licence and the vehicle must be authorised on 
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that licence.  For any vehicle to be authorised on a road haulage operator’s licence it must have 
all vehicle documentation in order, including motor tax, insurance, tachograph calibration, and 
certificate of roadworthiness.  Certificates of roadworthiness are issued by the relevant Local 
Authority, which is also responsible for authorising the test centres that carry out roadworthi-
ness tests.

14/05/2013WRFF01150Air Accident Investigations

14/05/2013WRFF01200731. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
air accident investigation unit in his Department will be reporting on the incident in County 
Wicklow on 13 July 2012 involving a Cessna aircraft (details supplied). [22322/13]

14/05/2013WRFF01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I can confirm that 
the accident to aircraft G-BDOW at Newcastle Airfield on the 13 July 2012 is the subject of an 
Investigation by the Air Accident Investigation Unit (AAIU) of my Department. It is envisaged 
that a Draft Report will be issued to interested parties during the summer months and follow-
ing consideration of any comments received, a Final Report will be published on the AAIU 
web site.  The nature of AAIU investigations is such that it is not possible to be definitive on a 
publication date.

14/05/2013WRFF01350Tourism Ireland Funding

14/05/2013WRFF01400732. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the amount of the Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland budget for promoting English language 
schools in Ireland for 2013; the way marketing targets are agreed with the EFL industry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22420/13]

14/05/2013WRFF01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matters 
raised are operational issues for Fáilte Ireland, in the first instance, working together with Tour-
ism Ireland where appropriate. I have referred the Deputy’s Question to the agencies for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

14/05/2013WRFF01550Tourism Ireland Funding

14/05/2013WRFF01600733. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
Failte Ireland will fund the MEI workshop in 2013; and the number of meetings that have taken 
place with Enterprise Ireland to discuss the marketing of Ireland as a centre of excellence in 
international education. [22421/13]

14/05/2013WRFF01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issues raised in 
relation to support for MEI are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland in its role of supporting the 
promotion of English language-learning as a niche tourism product for Ireland (working with 
Tourism Ireland in specific overseas markets).  I have referred the Deputy’s Questions to Fáilte 
Ireland for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

In relation to the marketing of Ireland as a centre of excellence in international education, 
Enterprise Ireland has overall responsibility for marketing and promotion of the “Education 
Ireland” brand overseas and leads in the promotion and marketing of international education 
services other than English language-learning.  Matters relating to Enterprise Ireland are the 
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responsibility of my colleague the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

14/05/2013WRFF01750Integrated Ticketing

14/05/2013WRFF01800734. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has considered the introduction of a zoned system for Leap cards in Dublin similar to the one 
used by Transport for London in the UK; and if not, the reason for same. [22439/13]

14/05/2013WRFF01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility to 
develop, procure, implement, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing Leap Card system in 
the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) became a function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
with effect from 30th September 2010. In addition, section 63 of the DTA Act 2008 extends the 
Authority’s remit in relation to integrated ticketing to the rest of the State. In addition the regu-
lation of public transport fares is one of the principal functions of the Authority in  accordance 
with section 11(c) of the DTA Act 2008.  Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 
working days.

14/05/2013WRFF01950Public Transport Provision

14/05/2013WRFF02000735. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost-
benefit analysis, if any, that has been carried out by his Department or bodies under the aegis of 
his Department to assess the economic benefits in terms of lower long-term fuel costs that could 
be achieved by re-weighting the procurement process for the purchase of new buses to give 
greater weight to lower-emission, more fuel-efficient public service buses and the way such 
cost savings measure against the higher initial capital costs associated with such purchases; if 
he will provide a reference to any such published economic modelling; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22469/13]

14/05/2013WRFF02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
December 2009, the implementation and development of infrastructure projects in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA), such as the replacement of PSO buses by Dublin Bus, comes under the 
remit of the NTA.

In addition in view of the NTA’s role as contracting party for PSO contracts, it has been 
agreed that the NTA would coordinate and oversee the grant funding arrangements relating to 
Bus Éireann’s capital investment requirements. Insofar as areas outside the GDA are concerned, 
the Authority are managing capital funding, including the funding of replacement buses, on an 
administrative basis on behalf of my Department.

All public procurement carried out by agencies under the aegis of my Department is gov-
erned by the key principles of best value for money as well as compliance with EU Directives 
(including EU emissions standards applicable to new buses), Irish Regulations and Government 
Guidelines.

In the light of the NTA’s role in this matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Au-
thority for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 
working days.
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14/05/2013WRFF02150Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

14/05/2013WRFF02200736. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
his Department has for introducing a sports capital grant in the near future; when the details will 
be made public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22471/13]

14/05/2013WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.

14/05/2013WRFF02350Road Projects Status

14/05/2013WRFF02400737. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made to date of the M17-M18 motorway from Gort to Tuam, County Galway; if 
he will indicate a starting time for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22479/13]

14/05/2013WRFF02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WRFF02550Road Projects Issues

14/05/2013WRFF02600738. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the mo-
torway from Gort to Tuam, which is due to go to construction shortly, under PPP will not be a 
toll road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22512/13]

14/05/2013WRFF02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The M17/M18 
Gort to Tuam PPP road will not be a tolled road.

14/05/2013WRFF02750Sports Funding

14/05/2013WRFF02800739. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on the special €1 million sports capital fund announced recently for box-
ing clubs; the criteria that will be used for allocating this funding to clubs around the country; 
when he expects this fund to be drawn down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22525/13]

14/05/2013WRFF02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): In 2009 and 2010 my Department provided total funding of €1m to the Irish Amateur 
Boxing Association to bulk buy equipment for distribution amongst their member clubs.

In addition to this there was an allocation of €1.25m made to the IABA in 2011 to allow 
local boxing clubs throughout the country to improve their premises with special emphasis 
on clubs developing facilities for female boxers.  The maximum amount allocated to each of the 
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boxing clubs was €25,000.  This scheme was funded by my Department and administered by 
the IABA.  Under this initiative 51 boxing clubs were in a position to improve their facilities.

I recently announced an additional provision of €1m for the extension of the above 
scheme. Meetings have been held with the IABA to discuss the terms and conditions attaching 
to this allocation and they are being finalised at present.  I would expect that most of this alloca-
tion would be drawn down in 2013 and the balance in 2014.

14/05/2013WRFF02950Road Improvement Schemes

14/05/2013WRFF03000740. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
reconsider an application which was made by Westmeath County Council under the national 
road safety scheme, funding for street lighting, at Tang, County Westmeath in view of the com-
pelling case which was made by the local authority on safety grounds; and if he will outline 
rationale for the original decision. [22694/13]

14/05/2013WRFF03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WRFF03150Driving Licence Issues

14/05/2013WRFF03200741. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 1390 of 16 April 2013, if he will clarify that the Directives 
2006/126/EC and 2011/94/EU do not prevent Ireland from making an innovative decision to 
use an organ donor symbol on its drivers licence if it chose to do so rather than the traditional 
standard code format; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22715/13]

14/05/2013WRFF03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There is indeed 
nothing in the EU Directives which precludes using a symbol for organ donation.  However, as 
I made clear in the answer to which the Deputy refers, one of the main purposes of the new EU 
licence is to provide harmonisation in the level of information in all Member States, and num-
ber codes are the standard way in which information is included on EU driving licences.  This 
has an added advantage in that there is relatively little available space on the licence itself.  I 
understand that there is no one internationally recognised organ donor symbol, and the number 
code ensures that a wish to be an organ donor provides the required information in a format 
consistent with EU standards.

14/05/2013WRFF03350Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

14/05/2013WRFF03400742. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
clarify the conditions on which national lottery and or sports grants are issued; if there is any 
clawback conditions involved in relation to a sports club and or community facility which sub-
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sequently becomes a private commercial organisation; if claw-back exists, the number of years 
for which it exists; if the claw-back is graduated, if details of same can be outlined; the period 
in years after which the grant allocation is beyond claw-back; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22730/13]

14/05/2013WRFF03500743. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the vari-
ous sports grants paid to sports and or community club as per (details supplied); how far back 
his Department records go; and if a statement can be made on the matter as part of the club has 
now become a commercial business with no formal connection to the club; if the grants should 
be repaid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22731/13]

14/05/2013WRFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 742 and 743 together.

Grants allocated under the Sports Capital Programme are allocated to various clubs and 
sports organisations on condition that they retain the grant aided facility in sporting use for at 
least 15 years in the case of capital works, or in the case of sports equipment that the equipment 
is used for at least 5 years.  The Department may request repayment of all or part of a grant 
if these conditions are not fulfilled. For example, in the case of grants for capital works, the 
amount repayable decreases by 1/15th or 6.6% for each year that the conditions of the grant are 
fulfilled, and after 15 years has elapsed the club or organisation has no further liability to the 
Department.

The organisation referred to by the Deputy was allocated €5,079 in 1995 and €7,618 in 
2001.  This latter grant was withdrawn.  The Department of Tourism Sport and Recreation was 
formed in 1998 and records are incomplete for the period prior to 1998. Given the 15 year rule 
for keeping facilities in sporting use in the case of grants for capital works, and 5 years for 
equipment grants, the Department does not regard the club as having any possible liability to 
the Department.

14/05/2013WRFF03650Fáilte Ireland Funding

14/05/2013WRFF03700744. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the proj-
ects that Fáilte Ireland has funded in an area (details supplied) over the past three years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22750/13]

14/05/2013WRFF03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

14/05/2013WRFF03850Drugs in Sport

14/05/2013WRFF03900745. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures being taken nationally and internationally to combat doping in sport; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22762/13]

14/05/2013WRFF04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Sports 
Council administers the Irish Sport Anti-Doping Programme. The ultimate aim of the national 
programme is to ensure that there is no abuse of drugs in sport in Ireland.  The Council repre-
sents Ireland on the EU Expert Group on Anti-Doping which was set up to implement the EU 



14 May 2013

315

Work Plan on Sport 2011-2014.  The new EU competence for sport, under the Lisbon Treaty, 
allows the EU and Member States the opportunity to work more closely together to address is-
sues of common interest and to speak with one voice at international level, particularly in areas 
such as the fight against doping in sport.

Last week I attended a meeting of the WADA Foundation Board as one of three EU rep-
resentatives on the board. The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) was established in 1999 
as an international independent agency composed and funded equally by the sport movement 
and governments of the world. Its mission is to lead a collaborative worldwide campaign for 
doping-free sport.  WADA’s key activities include scientific research, education, development 
of anti-doping capacities, and monitoring of the World Anti-Doping Code – the document har-
monising anti-doping policies in all sports and all countries.

While enormous strides have been made internationally in the fight against doping in sport, 
recent high profile international cases have shown that doping remains one of the major chal-
lenges facing the sport sector.  The fight against doping in sport is one of the priorities of the 
current Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU.  This will be the focus of a debate at the 
Council of EU Sport Ministers this week in Brussels which will be chaired by my colleague 
Minister of State Ring.

14/05/2013WRFF04050Sporting Events

14/05/2013WRFF04100746. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update in relation to the possibility of Ireland bidding to host the Rugby World 
Cup in 2023 or 2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22763/13]

14/05/2013WRFF04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I am fully supportive of the bid to host the Rugby World Cup in Ireland. It is a matter 
for the IRFU to prepare and submit a bid.  A feasibility study commissioned by the IRFU on the 
potential for hosting the tournament was recently presented to me by them and the findings of 
the report are being considered.

The support of other sporting organisations would be an important element in the bid pro-
cess and I am pleased to note that on 23 March delegates at the GAA Congress approved a mo-
tion which would allow the inclusion of Croke Park and other GAA grounds in the list of venues 
that would be used for matches if Ireland was selected as the host country for the tournament.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that event tourism will be priori-
tised in order to continue to bring major events to Ireland. As well as bringing spectators to our 
shores, the hosting of sports events can provide a great showcase for Ireland.  Fáilte Ireland 
continues to support the holding of sports and other events that can boost tourism and, where 
appropriate, will provide advice and assistance to the sporting body which is seeking to secure 
an international event.  I understand that Fáilte Ireland has engaged with the IRFU in this re-
gard.

The bid has also been discussed with the Northern Ireland Minister for Tourism, Arlene 
Foster MLA, and Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure, Carál Ní Chuilín MLA. They have met 
with the IRFU and  have also indicated their support for a bid.

14/05/2013WRFF04250The Gathering Events
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14/05/2013WRFF04300747. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on The Gathering in the year 2013 to date, the plans going forward; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22764/13]

14/05/2013WRFF04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am pleased to 
report continued good progress on the Gathering Ireland 2013 -  Ireland’s biggest ever tour-
ism initiative. The overall target is to attract at least 325,000 extra overseas visits to Ireland in 
2013. If this target is achieved, it will generate an additional €170 million in revenue this year, 
based on historic spending patterns. Recent figures from the CSO show visit numbers for the 
first quarter of 2013 up over 86,000 compared to the corresponding period of 2012. This is rep-
resents an encouraging start to 2013.

In terms of resources, the 2013 Estimates allocations to Fáilte Ireland include a special pro-
vision of €7 million which was specifically provided for The Gathering. This amount is to be 
used exclusively to fund the promotion, development and legacy of the event and complements 
support for the initiative from the tourism agencies’ mainstream activities and from national 
and local partners.

The general response from the public and tourism stakeholders has been overwhelmingly 
positive. There are now over 3,500 individual gatherings confirmed on the Gathering website. 
These include clan gatherings, festivals, special sporting events and concerts taking place all 
across the country throughout the year. Along with well-established events and festivals, we are 
also supporting a specially targeted set of events for the Gathering, such as the very successful 
New Year’s Eve Event in Dublin, while over 6,000 overseas visitors took part in the People’s 
Parade in Dublin during the St. Patrick’s day festivities.

Obviously the ambitious targets for overseas visits and associated revenue can only be 
achieved if people in our main source tourism markets are aware of the initiative. Tourism Ire-
land continues to mount a major consumer campaign to promote The Gathering to the people 
across the world that feel linked by family, friends or otherwise with Ireland. The agency is 
undertaking cooperative activity with the major airlines and ferry operators to highlight the 
value fares that are on offer. My colleague, Minister Michael Ring recently launched a brand 
new app for iPhones and android devices which has been specifically designed for The Gather-
ing Ireland 2013. The “Gathering Gestures”  app which is free to download has been created 
by Tourism Ireland and offers a variety of offers to ensure our overseas visitors get even more 
from their holiday here.

While progress to date has been encouraging, as I have previously stated, all tourism stake-
holders must continue to work hard to ensure that the full potential of the Gathering is realised.

14/05/2013WRFF04450Planning Issues

14/05/2013WRFF04500748. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he believes that the refusal of the National Roads Authority to engage in preplanning consulta-
tions with prospective applicants for planning permission on lands abutting national roads rep-
resents an efficient use of the resources of the NRA and local and national planning authorities 
in circumstances where the NRA frequently appeals the grant of planning permissions by local 
authorities to An Bórd Pleanala; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22772/13]

14/05/2013WRFF04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
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projects is very specifically a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WRGG00150Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/05/2013WRGG00200749. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of personnel in whole-time equivalent terms in his Department and in bodies under the 
aegis of his Department in each of the following earnings brackets: less than €20,000, €20,001 
to €30,000, €30,001 to €40,000, €40,001 to €50,000, €50,001 to €60,000, €60,001 to €70,000, 
€70,001 to €80,000, €80,001 to €90,000, €90,001 to €100,000, €100,000 to €125,000, €125,001 
to €150,000, €150,001 to €175,000, €175,001 to €200,000, €200,001 to €250,000, €250,001 to 
€300,000, €300,001 to €350,000, €350,001 to €400,000, €400,001 to €450,000, €450,001 to 
€500,000, and more than €500,000. [22797/13]

14/05/2013WRGG00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information 
requested by the Deputy in relation to staff in the Department is set out in Table 1 below.  This 
is gross income, before pension levy, tax and other statutory deductions.  No individual in the 
Department is in an earnings bracket in excess of €200,000.    

 Earnings at 31st Dec 2012 Personnel in whole-time equivalent terms
€175,001 to €200,000 1
€150,001 to €175,000 0
€125,001 to €150,000 5
€100,001 to €125,000 12
€90,001 to €100,000 21
€80,001 to €90,000 36
€70,001 to €80,000 42.8
€60,001 to €70,000 30.8
€50,001 to €60,000 75.8
€40,001 to €50,000 77.7
€30,001 to €40,000 102.37
€20,001 to €30,000 41.83
Less than €20,000 19.68
 

I have asked the State Agencies under the aegis of my Department to provide the Deputy 
with the information requested.  If you do not receive a reply from the agencies within 10 work-
ing days please advise my private office.

14/05/2013WRGG00350Rail Network

14/05/2013WRGG00400750. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he or his Department has approached the European Investment Bank regarding the EIB’s po-
tential involvement in the national rail network development projects, specifically outside the 
greater Dublin area; if such an engagement with the EIB has taken place, if he will report on 
these discussions; and if this engagement has not taken place, if he will report on the reasons 
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for the absence of this engagement with the EIB on this project. [22798/13]

14/05/2013WRGG00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that 
Department is in ongoing consultation with the EIB with a view to exploring possibilities for 
funding.  I understand that Department is in ongoing consultation with the EIB with a view to 
exploring possibilities for funding.     

I recently met with senior officials from the European Investment Bank where I took the 
opportunity to outline my Departments priorities for investment in Transport Infrastructure in 
the medium to long term, as set out the Government’s Medium Term Capital Framework.  At 
that meeting the EIB expressed their interest in progressing an application for a loan for Luas 
Cross City.

Exchequer investment in railway infrastructure over the next few years is focused on en-
suring that the considerable investment made to date is protected and that safety standards are 
maintained.  I have no proposals for funding any new major heavy rail investment project out-
side the GDA for the foreseeable future.  If funding were available and a PPP was feasible the 
DART Underground  would be the priority heavy rail project.  That project will be reviewed 
again before the next capital plan.  The EIB has expressed interest in supporting DART Under-
ground whenever the project proceeds.

My Department and agencies will continue to explore and maximise the use of external 
funding sources for suitable, viable projects where possible, in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Finance.  As the Deputy will be aware, any new heavy rail line or lines would require 
state subvention to operate.  Given the current squeeze on public spending, it would difficult to 
fund the operation of any new lines without reducing subvention of existing lines.

  

14/05/2013WRGG00550Taxi Regulations

14/05/2013WRGG00600751. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the action 
that the Dublin Airport Authority are taking to ensure that only taxis that are registered with the 
DAA are picking up customers at Dublin Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22807/13]

14/05/2013WRGG00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten working days.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten working days.

14/05/2013WRGG00750Road Projects Issues

14/05/2013WRGG00800752. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing for the A5 dual carriageway has been ring-fenced following the Northern Ireland High 
Court’s decision to quash planning permission for the A5; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20187/13]

14/05/2013WRGG00900753. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
plans to meet with the Northern Ireland First Minister and Deputy First Minister to discuss the 
future of the A5 following the Northern Ireland High Court decision to quash planning permis-
sion for the route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20186/13]



14 May 2013

319

14/05/2013WRGG01000754. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to meet with the Northern Ireland First Minister and Deputy First Minister to discuss 
the future of the A5 following the Northern Ireland High Court decision to quash planning per-
mission for the route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20176/13]

14/05/2013WRGG01100755. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
funding for the A5 dual carriageway has been ring-fenced following the Northern Ireland High 
Court’s decision to quash planning permission for the A5; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20177/13]

14/05/2013WRGG01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 752 to 755, inclusive, together.

 The commitment of the Irish Government as set out in November 2011 to this project re-
mains in place at this time.  I have no specific plans to meet the Northern Ireland First Minister 
or Deputy First Minister on this issue.  However contact between our two sponsoring Depart-
ments is ongoing, I am kept appraised of progress and any significant developments are dis-
cussed at plenary meetings of the North South Ministerial Council.

At the North-South Ministerial Council plenary on 18 November 2011, it was noted that 
the Irish Government would provide £25 million per annum in 2015 and 2016 towards the A5 
road project.  This is further to £22 million that the Irish Government has already contributed to 
the project as part of the planning process.  It brings the Exchequer commitment to £72 million.

The Northern Ireland Road Service had planned to start construction on two of the approved 
sections of the A5 in autumn last year. However, following publication of the necessary statu-
tory Orders in advance of construction, the Minister for Regional Development’s decision to 
proceed with the A5 was challenged by a group known as the Alternative A5 Alliance.

While the Northern High Court rejected the majority of the applicants’ grounds of chal-
lenge, one was upheld.  The judge found that an appropriate assessment under the Habitats 
Directive should have been carried out on the scheme.  On that basis at a further hearing on 8 
April 2013 the judge confirmed he would quash the Orders relating to the A5 scheme.

The project was discussed at the North South Ministerial Council Transport Sectoral on 17 
April and the Minister for Regional Development now plans to undertake the environmental 
assessment required under the Habitats Directive.  This is a necessary first step to progress the 
project and it must be allowed run its course. 

14/05/2013WRGG01250Departmental Expenditure

14/05/2013WRGG01300756. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
individual amount of overtime paid in the case of each political or ministerial appointee for the 
period 2007 to date in 2013 relative to his office and the office of the Minister of State; if such 
payments were made to the Secretary General and advisors, and if so, the amounts for the same 
period. [22883/13]

14/05/2013WRGG01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The figures relat-
ing to overtime payments made to Ministerial appointees are contained in Tables 1 and 2 below.  
The Secretary General of the Department and my advisors do not receive payments in respect 
of overtime.    

Table 1:
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Overtime Payments from 2007 to March 2011   

Minister/ 
Minister of 
State

Position Overtime 
in 2007

Overtime 
in 2008

Overtime 
in 2009

Overtime 
in 2010

Overtime 
in 2011

Noel 
Dempsey

Personal 
Secretary

Nil €156.46 €221.46 Nil €89.88

Personal 
Assistant

€5,708.46 Nil Nil Nil Nil

Ciaran 
Cuffe

Personal 
Assistant

Nil Nil Nil €1,286.52 Nil

Pat “The 
Cope” Gal-
lagher

Personal 
Secretary

€8,692.06 Nil Nil Nil Nil

 

Table 2:

Overtime Payments from March 2011 to Date   

Minister/Minis-
ter of State

Position Overtime in 
2011

Overtime in 
2012

Overtime in 
2013 to date

Leo Varadkar Personal Assis-
tant

nil €9,208.15 €3,290.18

Personal Secre-
tary

€4,155.08 €8,616.00 €2,345.91

Michael Ring Temp Personal 
Assistant 

€2,445.20 nil nil

Personal Assis-
tant

€1,164.90 €9,104.53 €3,710.73

Personal Secre-
tary

€4,788.16 €8,655.51 €2,578.24

Alan Kelly Personal Assis-
tant

nil €574.65 €1,754.65

Personal Secre-
tary

€4,138.46 €5,084.83 €282.66

14/05/2013WRGG01450Road Safety Issues

14/05/2013WRGG01500757. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
take immediate action to direct the National Roads Authority and Kerry County Council to ad-
dress and rectify the blackspot bend on the Miltown/Castlemaine road at Cloonmore-Rathpook 
townsland where over the May bank holiday weekend three car accidents occurred (details sup-
plied)  and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22888/13]

14/05/2013WRGG01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The planning, de-
sign and implementation of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Author-
ity (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road projects is a matter for the 
National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the 
local authorities concerned.    
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Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/05/2013WRGG01625Cycling Facilities

14/05/2013WRGG01700758. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the progress 
made on establishing a bike rental scheme in Galway similar to the successful scheme in Dublin 
which is about to expand. [22929/13]

14/05/2013WRGG01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The National Transport Authority anticipates initiating, within the next few months, a 
tender process to procure a company to supply, install, operate and maintain the Regional Cit-
ies Bike Schemes.  It is hoped that this contract can be awarded before the end of the year with 
construction to commence early in 2014.  The National Transport Authority anticipates initi-
ating, within the next few months, a tender process to procure a company to supply, install, 
operate and maintain the Regional Cities Bike Schemes.  It is hoped that this contract can be 
awarded before the end of the year with construction to commence early in 2014.      

Funding provision to meet the capital investment costs of the roll-out of public bikes in 
other cities has been identified within the five year capital funding allocation for Smarter Travel 
and Carbon Reduction Measures.  However, operational funding is not available from within 
the constrained current funding allocation.  The delivery of  the scheme to regional cities is con-
tingent on the success of the ongoing process to explore the potential for a sponsorship contract 
to defray some of the costs associated with the Regional Cities Bike Schemes.

14/05/2013WRGG01850Sports Capital Programme Applications

14/05/2013WRGG01900759. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has completed a review of the sports capital programme 2012; arising from this, the changes 
that he will bring into any future capital programme; when he expects to bring forward the next 
call for funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22681/13]

14/05/2013WRGG02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The most recent round of the Sports Capital Programme was launched last March.  This 
was the first round of the Programme since 2008.  The deadline for applications was 11 May 
2012 for paper based hard copy applications and 1 June for applications made online.

The Department received 2,170 applications for funding under the 2012 Sports Capital Pro-
gramme, the highest number of applications ever received.  The allocations were announced 
last December.  There were 648 allocations totalling €31 million. 

An internal review of the 2012 round of the Sports Capital Programme is currently under-
way.  This review is examining all aspects of the operation of the 2012 round.  My officials 
recently held a meeting with the Office of the Chief State Solicitor regarding legal aspects of 
the Programme.  This, along with an ongoing IT project, will feed into the review.  The outcome 
of the review will be taken into account in the design and operation of the next round of the 
Programme. 

No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round. Any such decision will of course 
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have to be taken in the context of the likely capital provision for the subhead in future years.


