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     Questions Nos. 1 to 11, inclusive, answered orally.

01/05/2013WRA00350Leader Programmes Funding

01/05/2013WRA0040012. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will give the breakdown of the recent allocation of funds sanctioned to 
Leader companies; the amount allocated to each company, broken down by measure; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20461/13]

01/05/2013WRA00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to priority Question No. 4 on today’s order paper.

I have allowed the issuing of contracts for approximately €42 million worth of projects that 
have all the necessary approvals in place.  The Local Development Companies (LDCs) have 
two weeks to notify my Department as to whether all of the projects considered within this €42 
million are ready to proceed.

Once this exercise is complete my Department will then be in a position to establish how 
much of the €90 million is remaining and will notify each LDC of their allocation for the re-
mainder of the Programme.

The following table sets out how the €42 million worth of projects is distributed across the 
various LDCs. 

LAG In Queue 
Avondhu Blackwater Partnership Ltd. 0 
Ballyhoura Development Ltd. 1,081,206 
Carlow County Development Partnership Ltd 2,694,842 
Cavan-Monaghan LEADER 179,035 
Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh Teo 4,017,445 
Clare Local Development Company Ltd. 1,133,150 
Co Kilkenny LEADER Partnership €2,864,576 
Co Wicklow Community Partnership 2,618,770 
Co. Sligo LEADER Partnership Company Ltd 13,098 
Comhar na nOileáin Teoranta 1,061,530 
Donegal Local Development Company Ltd. 2,076,465 
Fingal LEADER Partnership Co. 1,691,219 
FORUM Connemara Ltd. 1,260,492 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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LAG In Queue 
Galway Rural Development Company 432,798 
Inishowen Development Partnership 0 
IRD Duhallow Ltd. 308,121 
Laois Community and Enterprise Dev 496,063 
Leitrim Integrated Development Co Ltd 1,799,815 
Longford Community Resources Ltd 4,830 
Louth LEADER Partnership 219,431 
Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Co. 766,174 
Meath Community Rural and Social Dev. 743,604 
Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta 334,071 
North East Kerry LEADER Partnership Teo 862,763 
North Tipperary LEADER Partnership 1,846,281 
Offaly Integrated Local Dev Co. Ltd. 0 
Roscommon Integrated Development Company 2,322,211 
South and East Cork Area Dev Ltd. 2,207,587 
South Kerry Development Ltd. 2,042,164 
South Tipperary Local Development Co Ltd 1,239,330 
South West Mayo Development Company Ltd 945,313 
Waterford LEADER Partnership Ltd. 1,151,592 
West Cork Development Partnership Ltd. 722,795
West Limerick Resources Ltd. 2,056,933
Westmeath Community Development Ltd 547,035
Wexford Local Development 382,785
- €42,123,522

01/05/2013WRA00550Domestic Violence Policy

01/05/2013WRA0060013. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the steps he is taking to treat domestic abuse as a serious cause of social 
housing need and homelessness; and if he will prioritise the addressing of this need in the inter-
ests of protecting vulnerable adults and children. [20494/13]

01/05/2013WRA00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the development and provision of services to support victims of do-
mestic abuse rests with the Minister for Health and is delivered through the Health Service 
Executive. In addition Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and 
Gender-based Violence, which was established in June 2007 as an executive office of the De-
partment of Justice and Equality, works to ensure the delivery of a coordinated response to 
issues of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence across Government. Actions to ensure 
effectiveness and consistency in housing responses for victims of domestic violence are set out 
in Action 10 of the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2010-
2014. My Department is developing the necessary guidance to implement this action.   

In addition, my Department provides current funding, under Section 10 of the Housing Act 
1988, towards the operational costs of refuges for the victims of domestic abuse. 

Persons who are forced to leave their homes due to domestic violence may , however , be 
placed in accommodation arranged by local authorities without having to be entered on the 
waiting list. In the longer term, victims of domestic violence may qualify under section 20 
of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 for entry on a waiting list for social 
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housing support if, in addition to meeting the normal eligibility criteria, the housing au-
thority considers that their current accommodation is unsuitable, having regard to par-
ticular household circumstances or on exceptional medical or compassionate grounds.     

My Department is keeping the social housing assessment provisions under review and will 
consider what wider discretion might be given to housing authorities by way of Regulations to 
address the individually difficult and complex cases which may present to them.   

01/05/2013WRA00750Departmental Properties

01/05/2013WRA0080014. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a list of the buildings and their locations that his Department 
rent; the number that are signed up to upward only rent agreements; and the cost of each build-
ing. [20500/13]

01/05/2013WRA00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In general, premises and sites occupied by my Department are rented or leased by the Of-
fice of Public Works, rather than directly by my Department. My Department rents office space 
for Met Éireann at Dublin, Shannon and Cork airports at a full year rental cost of €86,106 for 
Dublin and €159,818 for Shannon. 

In relation to the office space at Cork Airport, rent for 2009 to 2013 is yet to be paid, pending 
the finalisation of discussions with the Cork Airport Authority which manages the airport. The 
OPW and the Airport Authorities are currently in discussion regarding contracts. The Airport 
Authorities are the owners of all accommodation at the airports; therefore there are no alterna-
tive accommodation providers available to Met Éireann at those locations. There is also some 
land rented from a private landowner at Valentia, Co Kerry at a cost of €500 in 2013.   

The contracts do not contain upward-only rent review clauses.   

My Department also shares with other Government Departments the rent and ancillary costs 
of a premises occupied by Ireland’s Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels. My De-
partment’s share of rental costs associated with this office is set by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade at €25,523 for 2013.   

01/05/2013WRB00150Private Rented Accommodation Prices

01/05/2013WRB0020015. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that private rental prices have increased 
year on year since he was appointed; his plans to address this problem exacerbated by subsidy 
of private rental market and current rental properties being repossessed and put up for sale. 
[20488/13]

01/05/2013WRB00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Private residential tenancies, with limited exceptions, are 
governed by the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and the main provisions in respect of rent and 
rent reviews are set out in Part III of that Act. Under section 19 of the Act, it is prohibited to set 
the rent under a tenancy at a rate above the market rent at either the beginning of the tenancy 
or at any subsequent rent review. Both tenants and landlords have the right to a review of rent, 
even where there is no provision to that effect in the tenancy agreement. Such a review may not 
take place more frequently than once in each period of 12 months nor in the first 12 months of 



1 May 2013

671

the tenancy. 

The available evidence regarding private residential rent levels is mixed and indicates that 
average rent levels fell in 2010 and 2011 and increased in 2012.   

I look forward to the launch , next month, of a rental price data index by the Private Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (PRTB) next month which will be based on the actual rents paid, not 
the asking prices, and which will greatly inform analysis and policy formulation in this area. 
The PRTB index will be based on rental price data in the PRTB register dating back to end-2007 
and will be calculated to allow for better like-with-like comparisons. Preliminary analysis of 
the data shows a small increase in rent up to mid-2008 followed by a steady decline in average 
rents lasting until early 2011. Since then, the data indicate an overall stabilisation in rent levels 
with small increases in the Dublin rental market.

01/05/2013WRB00350Local Authority Housing Maintenance

01/05/2013WRB0040016. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on work being carried out at an estate (details 
supplied); and if any further funds are required to give a timeframe for completion. [20484/13]

01/05/2013WRB00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An explosion occurred within a private house, one of a ter-
race of six houses, in this development in March 2012. Subsequently, Longford County Council 
established an expert steering group and appointed a firm of consulting engineers to investigate 
the cause of the explosion. A second explosion occurred in this development at the beginning 
of October 2012. The specific findings of the investigation carried out on behalf of the Council 
have been made available to residents of the terrace in Gleann Riada, as well as general advice 
to other residents in the estate. Longford County Council has also established a steering group 
to address the range of issues faced by the occupants of the Gleann Riada development and is 
liaising with the other State authorities involved, including the Health and Safety Authority.

My Department initially approved funding totalling €91,753.40 for Gleann Riada in August 
2012 to cover the cost of addressing immediate public safety concerns. In November I approved 
further funding of €200,000 taking account of additional information which had been provided 
by Longford County Council in regard to public safety issues within the development.

Longford County Council has drawn down the development bond and, in conjunction with 
the funding received from my Department, carried out a range of works on the development. A 
comprehensive underground CCTV survey has been carried out on the estate, which highlight-
ed the need for repair work on the foul and storm networks.  This has been largely carried out 
and will be completed within the next month, as will further works to the internal road network. 
Issues regarding the public lighting, drainage, fencing and green areas have all been addressed. 
The Council has installed or improved vents, manholes and gullies to ensure the major issues 
which led to the explosion have been alleviated.

As this matter is currently the subject of legal proceedings, it would be inappropriate to 
comment further at this time.   

01/05/2013WRB00550Local Authority Staff Remuneration

01/05/2013WRB0060017. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
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and Local Government the number of staff in local authorities that are employed on salaries of 
more than €100,000 per annum. [20499/13]

01/05/2013WRB00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): At 31 March 2013 there were 224.70 , whole time equivalent (WTE), local authority staff 
on salary scales the maximum points of which are in excess of €100,000. The grades concerned 
are City and County Managers, Assistant Managers and Directors of Service.   

Since 2008 local authorities have reduced staff numbers by almost a quarter from 37,243 to 
28,268. In the same period the senior management cadre has reduced by the same proportion 
from 296 WTE to 224.7 WTE. 

To support the sector in effectively managing the combination of staff reductions and the 
very significant change programmes underway in terms of, inter alia, the Action Programme 
for Effective Local Government, the establishment of Irish Water and the Local Government 
Shared Services Programme, Workforce Planning is underway and a Sectoral Work-Force 
Study has been undertaken jointly by local authorities and my Department. 

The Study made recommendations regarding management requirements in local authori-
ties and in particular provided a framework for the achievement of the Local Government Ef-
ficiency Review recommendation that the number of Directors of Service should be reduced 
from 240, as of December 2010, to 190. The number of Directors of Service at March 2013 
was 192. My Department is currently working with local authorities bilaterally regarding the 
implementation of the Study’s other recommendations. 

In dealing with the financial crisis local authorities have reported savings of €830 million, 
significantly reduced staff numbers and are engaged in a number of significant reform initia-
tives. In this context effective leadership at a senior level in the sector is critical. 

01/05/2013WRB00750Building Regulations Amendments

01/05/2013WRB0080018. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to revise the building control regulations to make provision for con-
tractors providing services to the owners of domestic septic tanks; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20303/13]

01/05/2013WRB00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The national building regulations prescribe construction and performance standards for 
buildings and dwellings, and include provisions relating to septic tanks. The regulations were 
introduced under the Building Control Act, 1990, and are operative since 1 June, 1992. Compli-
ance with the regulations is the responsibility of the owner or builder of a building. Enforce-
ment of the regulations is the responsibility of the 37 local building control authorities who are 
empowered to carry out inspections and initiate enforcement proceedings, where considered 
necessary. Part H of the Second Schedule to the Building Regulations 1997 to 2011 sets out the 
requirements for the disposal of foul and surface water. The related Technical Guidance Docu-
ment (TGD H 2011) provides guidance on how these requirements can be achieved in practice.  
In relation to the use of septic tanks in particular, TGD H states that “Septic Tanks must con-
form to I.S. EN 12566 Part 1 or 4 including their national annexes and comply with the EPA 
Code of Practice - Section 7.” The national annexes are published by NSAI and set out clearly 
the performance required by septic tanks when used in Ireland, and tested in accordance with 
I.S. EN 12566 Part 1 or 4.

Part H/ TGD H 2011 applies when a septic tank is being installed or replaced in a new or ex-
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isting dwelling. Where works in the nature of repairs and renewals are undertaken the require-
ment is that the works must result in the septic tank concerned being in no greater contravention 
with the current requirements of Part H/TGD H.

My Department has no function in monitoring the performance of building contractors pro-
viding services to the owners of domestic septic tanks and, in the circumstances, I have no plans 
to amend the Building Control Regulations along the lines suggested.

It is open to persons commissioning such works to retain a building professional (e.g. Archi-
tect, Engineer etc.) to advise them on the appointment of a competent contractor, to supervise 
the relevant construction works, and to certify satisfactory execution of works prior to payment 
of moneys to the relevant contractor.

01/05/2013WRB00950RAPID Programme

01/05/2013WRB0100019. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of RAPID AITs that have full-time co-ordinators in view of the impor-
tance of this programme and the importance of their having full-time co-ordinators; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20465/13]

01/05/2013WRB01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) covers urban 
areas designated as disadvantaged by reference to a range of socio-economic criteria including 
the levels of early school leaving; the proportion of one parent households; the unemployment 
rate; the proportion of social housing; and the age dependency rate. The RAPID programme 
aims to ensure that priority attention is given to tackling the spatial concentration of poverty and 
social exclusion in RAPID areas nationally. The programme has made substantial progress in 
identifying the needs of disadvantaged communities and in bringing forward appropriate local 
projects in response to those needs.   

I have provided funding for 2013 of €2 million for RAPID, which will be used to meet the 
Department’s existing contractual commitments on RAPID projects throughout the country, 
mainly Sports Capital top-ups and CCTV systems, jointly funded with the Departments of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and Justice and Equality respectively.   

My Department is not in a position separately to meet the salary costs, for 2013, of RAPID 
coordinators, who are local authority employees , and information on the current number of 
coordinators employed by local authorities is not available to me.   In 2011 and 2012 Local Au-
thorities received funding for 50% of the salaries of 46 RAPID co-ordinators, totalling €1.58m 
in 2011 and €1.62m in 2012. The Local Government Fund continues to provide significant gen-
eral purpose funding to local authorities to assist in meeting day-to-day operational costs.  The 
RAPID programme like other community development programmes will now be taken forward 
in the context of alignment of Local Government and Local Development as part of the Local 
Government Reform Programme Putting People First.

01/05/2013WRB01150Private Rented Accommodation Provision

01/05/2013WRB0120020. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that families on the rental 
accommodation scheme are being displaced because lending institutions that repossess their 
rental properties due to the landlords arrears are refusing to keep tenants. [20487/13]
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01/05/2013WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The grounds upon which a tenancy in the private rented 
residential sector may be legally terminated are clearly set out in the Residential Tenancies Act 
2004. The Act provides the main regulatory framework for the private rented residential sector 
and for the operation of the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB). The maximum dura-
tion of a tenancy under the Act is four years, after which a new tenancy must be registered with 
the Board. Where a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 
months, and no notice of termination has been served in respect of the tenancy before the expiry 
of the period of 6 months, the tenancy continues in being for the remainder of the four year 
period and this is referred to in the Act as a Part 4 tenancy. A landlord may not serve a notice of 
termination on such a tenant except in very clearly defined circumstances such as a failure by 
the tenant to comply with his or her obligations in relation to the tenancy, where the landlord 
intends to sell the property within 3 months after the termination of the tenancy or where the 
landlord requires the dwelling for his or her own occupation or for that of a family member. 

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is an initiative announced by the Government 
in July 2004 to cater for the accommodation needs of  persons in  receipt of rent supplement, 
normally for more than 18 months and who were assessed as having a long-term housing need.  
One of the main features of the scheme is that local authorities in sourcing accommodation 
for these households make use of the private sector and enter into contractual arrangements 
to secure medium to long-term availability of rented accommodation.  A Residential Tenancy 
Agreement is entered into by all three parties and, as with the other such arrangements, the 
tenancy is governed by the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.  Notwithstanding this, as RAS is 
deemed to be a social housing support, the local authority retains the responsibility to source 
further accommodation for a RAS household, should the dwelling that the household is living 
in become unavailable through no fault of their own.

  Question No. 21 answered with Question No. 10.

01/05/2013WRB01450Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

01/05/2013WRB0150022. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has explored, in the interest of addressing the large housing waiting list, the 
possibility of purchasing some properties for social housing areas where demand and the drop 
in property prices suit same. [20492/13]

01/05/2013WRB0160034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which in the course of a review of the full extent of the local 
authority housing need arising from failure of his predecessors to make adequate provision in 
this regard, any plans have been put in place, to reintroduce a capital housing programme with 
particular reference to addressing the housing crisis affecting those who traditionally relied 
on local authority housing as a first step in meeting their housing needs; if he will indicate by 
reference the total numbers on the various local authority housing waiting lists; his plans, if 
any, to address this need as a matter of urgency and thereby reduce the ongoing annual rent 
support costs in lieu of local authority housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20416/13]

01/05/2013WRB0170060. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to deal with families who are in need of social housing in view of the fact 
that they are unable to fund suitable and affordable accommodation through rent supplement 
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particularly due to a refusal by landlords to take rent supplement. [20486/13]

01/05/2013WRB01800171. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the proposals in place for increased provision of social housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20680/13]

01/05/2013WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 22, 34, 60 and 171 to-
gether.

The Government’s housing policy statement, published in June 2011, clearly identifies that 
the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute needs of households applying for 
social housing support. I am determined to ensure that the social housing programme optimises 
the delivery of social housing and the return for the resources invested. To achieve this, it is 
essential that we tailor the use of available Exchequer supports to prevailing conditions and 
explore the full range of solutions to address housing needs.

The social housing capital budget has been reduced from €1.535 billion in 2008 to €287m 
in 2013, and the financial parameters within which we will be operating for the coming years 
rule out a return to large capital funded construction programmes. The Government is commit-
ted to responding more quickly and on a larger scale to social housing support needs through a 
variety of mechanisms, including through increased provision of social housing. In July 2012, I 
announced details of a three-year funding programme of €100 million to deliver some 800 new 
units of voluntary and local authority owned social housing. I am monitoring expenditure under 
my Department’s housing programme for 2013 together with the level of contractual commit-
ments extending into 2014, with a view to a decision later this year on approving some limited 
new construction and house purchases over the period to end 2014.

In spite of the challenging circumstances within which local authorities must operate, the 
final outcome for 2012 is expected to be in the region of 4,000 to 4,500 housing units. Given the 
current volatility of the market and different challenges to the channels of supply it is difficult to 
estimate the likely output of new units for social housing this year. However, it is provisionally 
estimated that in the region of 5,000 units will be provided for social housing in 2013.

Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding 
models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing but the Government is also 
committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent 
new social housing. Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the 
sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. There is 
also obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective 
of sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with 
the commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA). My Depart-
ment and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to ensure delivery of housing units for 
social purposes.

Regarding the issues surrounding the refusal by some landlords to accept rent supplement, 
it should be noted that while the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 sets out the rights and obliga-
tions of landlords and tenants in the private residential rented sector it does not refer to rent 
supplement. The Equal Status Acts 2000-2004, which come under the remit of my colleague the 
Minister for Justice and Equality, provide protection against direct and indirect discrimination 
outside of employment on a range of grounds. However, being in receipt of rent supplement is 
not among these grounds.



Questions - Written Answers

676

01/05/2013WRC00150Official Engagements

01/05/2013WRC0020023. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the date of the last meeting of Comhairle na Tuaithe; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20474/13]

01/05/2013WRC0030057. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the latest date on which he attended a meeting of Comhairle na Tuaithe or the 
national co-ordinating committee of RAPID; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20475/13]

01/05/2013WRC00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 23 and 57 together.   

Comhairle na Tuaithe (The Countryside Council) continuously supports and oversees the 
implementation of the National Countryside Recreation Strategy and its associated schemes, 
programmes and activities, including the Walks Scheme. The last meeting of Comhairle na 
Tuaithe was held in Dublin on 27 February, 2013. The next meeting is scheduled to take place 
on 15 May 2013.   

On average Comhairle na Tuaithe meets 4 to 5 times a year. All of these meetings have 
been chaired by my Department, and I have not to date attended a meeting. I am satisfied with 
the level of progress being achieved and the number of initiatives, such as the Pilot Mountain 
Access Scheme and the proposed National Indemnity Scheme being progressed on its behalf. 

With regard to RAPID, the National Monitoring Committee for the RAPID programme 
met on 6 October 2010. My Department last met with RAPID Chairs and Coordinators at a 
conference in February 2012 as part of an extensive consultation process in the context of the 
development of local government reform proposals.  As part of my continuing engagement with 
both the local development and local government sectors, I have met with many of the Chairs 
and Coordinators at different times and in various fora.  No meeting of the National Monitor-
ing Committee is scheduled at present.  However in implementing local government reform 
decisions, my Department will continue to consult as necessary with the relevant stakehold-
ers, including local authorities, Local Development Companies, RAPID Area Implementation 
Teams and others. 

01/05/2013WRC00450Pyrite Remediation Programme Issues

01/05/2013WRC0050024. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will explain the way Homebond may be involved in the pyrite resolution 
process established by him when they have recently informed homeowners that all previous 
inspections and tests which they carried out were being withdrawn; his views on whether this 
amounts to a conflict of interest. [20425/13]

01/05/2013WRC00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): HomeBond is one of the construction stakeholders who have agreed to set up a not-for-
profit entity to operate a remediation scheme under the supervision of the Pyrite Resolution 
Board (PRB) . Under the proposed process, it is intended that the entity will be the borrower 
of the loan facility, which a number of financial institutions have indicated their willingness to 
provide, to facilitate the early commencement of pyrite remediation works.

The PRB will have responsibility to oversee and ensure the effective implementation of 
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a pyrite remediation scheme for homeowners who have no other viable option to have pyrite 
remediation works undertaken and will work closely with the entity to deliver the maximum 
possible progress in remediating dwellings affected by significant pyritic damage within de-
fined priorities. The PRB will receive and assess applications for remediation under the terms 
and conditions of the scheme. Only applications that have been approved by the PRB will be 
forwarded to the entity to undertake the next stages of the remediation process in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of the remediation scheme as drawn up by the PRB. The PRB will 
have oversight of the various stages of the remediation process and will ensure that the scheme 
is carried out in a fair and transparent manner and that the remediation works are carried out in 
accordance with I.S. 398-2:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material - Methodology 
for remediation works.   

01/05/2013WRC00650Local Authority Staff Issues

01/05/2013WRC0070025. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount that would be saved by the public Exchequer if there was to be 
one assistant fire chief in each local authority. [20432/13]

01/05/2013WRC0080051. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline in tabular form, the number of assistant fire chiefs who 
were employed in local authorities in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 and the cost per year. 
[20497/13]

01/05/2013WRC00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 25 and 51 together.

Under Section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001 each City and County Manager is 
responsible for the staffing and organisational arrangements to carry out the functions within his 
or her local authority. While the specific information requested in the questions is not available 
in my Department, I understand that, overall, the number of Senior Fire Officers in local au-
thorities have decreased from 270 in 2008 to 202 in 2012 (a reduction of approximately 25%).

The current figure of 202 is made up of 30 chief fire officers, 72 senior assistant chief fire 
officers, 72 assistant chief fire officers and 28 assistant and graduate fire officers. The highly 
trained and experienced senior officers provide leadership over a range of specialist safety and 
emergency management functions and manage delivery of the operational fire service with an 
annual budget of €260m delivered by 3,200 fire fighters. While generally senior fire officer 
grades are analogous to local authority engineering grades information regarding the remunera-
tion of senior fire officers in individual local authorities throughout the sector is not available in 
my Department. Under the changes in service delivery structures contained in the fire services 
policy document “Keeping Communities Safe” launched in February 2013, there will be a re-
duction from 30 to 21 (or 33%) in the number of chief fire officers. 

01/05/2013WRC00950National Spatial Strategy

01/05/2013WRC0100026. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the way he plans to address the impact of the removal of the gateway 
designation for Letterkenny-Derry as a result of the decision to abandon the national spatial 
strategy. [20297/13]

01/05/2013WRC0110048. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
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and Local Government if an assessment was carried out on the impact of the removal of the 
gateway designation for Letterkenny-Derry in advance of the decision to abandon the national 
spatial strategy. [20298/13]

01/05/2013WRC0120050. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the consultations he held with regional authorities and local authorities re-
garding to his decision to abolish the national spatial strategy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20455/13]

01/05/2013WRC0130061. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the timeframe for the creation of a new national spatial strategy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20454/13]

01/05/2013WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 26, 48, 50 and 61 to-
gether. 

The 2002 National Spatial Strategy (NSS) is Ireland’s first national strategic spatial plan-
ning framework.  It provides the spatial vision and principles to achieve a better balance of 
social, economic and physical development and population growth between regions through the 
co-ordinated development of nine gateway cities and towns, including the Letterkenny/Derry 
gateway, and nine hub towns together with complementary policies to activate the potential 
for lasting economic development in their hinterlands and wider regions. The NSS serves as a 
strategic context for spatial planning in Ireland by regional authorities in their regional planning 
guidelines role, and for planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála in their statutory planning 
functions.  It also seeks to influence investment priorities particularly in transport, housing, 
water services, communications, energy, health and education infrastructure. The 2002 NSS 
has not been abolished or removed and remains in place. However, proposals will be brought to 
Government later this year for a roadmap to develop a successor strategy that will take account, 
inter alia, of our significantly changed economic circumstances and to contribute to sustainable 
national recovery.

01/05/2013WRC01450Electoral Divisions Establishment

01/05/2013WRC0150027. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the timeframe for the release of the local electoral area boundaries in Dublin and 
across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20449/13]

01/05/2013WRC01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan):  I established a Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee on 15 November 2012 to 
review and make recommendations on the division of each council area, other than Cork City, 
into local electoral areas, and to make recommendations on the number of members of each 
council to be assigned to each local electoral area. The Committee was requested to submit its 
report as soon as possible and, in any event, not later than 31 May 2013.   

01/05/2013WRC01650Proposed Legislation

01/05/2013WRC0170028. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the progress that has been made on the Climate Change and Low Carbon 
Development Bill and if he will ensure this Bill will be brought before Dáil Éireann this year. 
[20495/13]
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01/05/2013WRC01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In line with the commitment in the Programme for the development of national climate 
policy and legislation, I have released the outline Heads of a Climate Action and Low-Carbon 
Development Bill, together with the second and final policy analysis report from the NESC 
Secretariat, for consideration by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on the Environment, Culture 
and the Gaeltacht and stakeholders. I have asked the Joint Committee to play a central role in 
the national climate policy and legislation development process. Having considered the outline 
Heads of the Bill, the NESC Secretariat analysis and the views of stakeholders, I expect the 
Committee to forward a report to me around mid-2013. That report and the NESC Secretariat 
analysis will be key inputs for consideration by Government in adopting a national policy posi-
tion on the transition to a low-carbon future, and finalising the introduction of climate legisla-
tion in the second half of 2013.

01/05/2013WRC01850Unfinished Housing Developments

01/05/2013WRC0190029. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his plans for dealing with unfinished estates. [20491/13]

01/05/2013WRC0200044. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total amount of money made available to upgrade unfinished estates in 2011, 
2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20451/13]

01/05/2013WRC02100158. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total amount of money made available to upgrade unfinished estates in 2011, 
2012 and 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20596/13]

01/05/2013WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 29, 44 and 158 together.

I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee (NCC) on Unfinished Housing De-
velopments to oversee implementation of the Report of the Advisory Group on Unfinished 
Housing Developments, together with the Government’s response to the recommendations. The 
Committee includes representatives from the Irish Banking Federation, local authorities, the 
Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA and the construction sector. Real prog-
ress is being made in tackling and resolving the issues faced by residents of unfinished estates 
and the Committee is meeting on a regular basis to oversee this effort. The NCC has produced a 
Guidance Manual on Resolving and Managing Unfinished Estates, a Key Stakeholders Code of 
Practice, and a Guide for Residents Living in Unfinished Housing Developments, all of which 
are available at www.housing.ie.

Site Resolution Plans (SRP’s) have been identified by the NCC as a key tool in resolving 
issues associated with unfinished housing developments. Such plans enable stakeholders, in-
cluding developers, local authorities, financial institutions, NAMA and residents to collaborate 
in determining how best to pursue resolution of problematic sites. The process also entails 
working with stakeholders in identifying the best long-term solution for developments in terms 
of their configuration, use of vacant buildings and ownership. Such solutions also take account 
of the best interests of residents.

Under the Public Safety Initiative for Unfinished Housing Developments my Department 
has made allocations totalling some €3.877 million to 21 local authorities from the funding 
made available to address immediate public safety issues. In 2011, €2.49 million was approved, 
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in 2012 €1.38 million was approved, and my Department will continue to examine and approve 
claims in 2013 as they are submitted by Local Authorities. The types of works that have been 
approved to date include the fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas, capping of pipes, in-
stallation of street lighting and other works to secure sites. To date, a total of €2.515 million has 
been drawn down by local authorities. It is not considered necessary to allocate any additional 
funding to this scheme at this time as the funds currently available are adequate to service this 
initiative. This funding is targeted at those developments where a developer has abandoned the 
development and serious public safety concerns exist. In circumstances where a developer is 
still active it is the responsibility of the local authority planning department to pursue the devel-
oper for completion of the development in line with the terms of the original planning permis-
sion. Similarly, where a developer is inactive but still in place the enforcement of the planning 
conditions is a matter for the relevant planning authority.

As outlined in the National Housing Development Survey 2012, the results of which I pub-
lished in November 2012, real progress has been made in tackling the issues faced by the 
residents of unfinished housing developments, with a 37% decrease in the number of unfin-
ished developments since 2010 and nearly 300 developments effectively resolved in the last 
12 months. I am satisfied that the work carried out through the NCC continues to tackle the 
problems associated with unfinished housing developments.

01/05/2013WRC02250Voluntary Housing Sector Issues

01/05/2013WRC0230030. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total number of houses provided under the capital allowance schemes 
and handed over to various voluntary housing bodies throughout the country since the incep-
tion of the scheme on a county basis; the full extent of the total cost of all such schemes to the 
Exchequer; the extent to which all such bodies continue to comply with regulations governing 
their operation; if the State investment is guaranteed and returnable to the State directly or via 
the local authorities in the event of non-compliance with regulations, articles of association or 
company law; the extent to which any breaches of the relevant regulations have been discov-
ered and addressed by location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20417/13]

01/05/2013WRC02400156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the total number of voluntary housing organisations, the companies for 
which were in abeyance or struck off in the past ten years, the capital for which was provided 
for in its entirety through the capital allowance scheme; if in such cases the housing stock con-
cerned reverted to the local authority as provided for under the scheme; if any specific action 
under the provisions of company law followed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20930/13]

01/05/2013WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 30 and 156 together.

At the end of 2012 a total of 25,371 units of accommodation had been provided by approved 
voluntary and co-operative housing bodies under my Department’s capital funding schemes 
since the inception of the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) in 1984 and the Capital Loan and 
Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) in 1992. Exchequer funding of €1.3 billion was provided under the 
CAS for the provision of some 15,262 units of accommodation for persons with specific catego-
ries of housing need such as older people, the homeless and persons with a physical, intellectual 
or mental health disability. 

Under the CLSS, mortgage finance was provided to approved housing bodies by way of 
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loans from the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) to meet the cost of providing social rented ac-
commodation for low-income families. At end 2012, approved housing bodies had provided 
some 10,109 units of accommodation and loans to the value of around €1.4 billion had been 
drawn down from the HFA. The CLSS was terminated in 2009 and expenditure in respect of 
projects over the period 2010 to end 2012 relates to projects at construction or approved to com-
mence construction prior to the decision to terminate the scheme.   

A breakdown of expenditure and the number of house completions on a county basis is not 
readily available for the period 1984 to 1992. Information in respect of individual CAS projects 
completed over that period is held on file in hard copy format only and disaggregated on the 
basis of the relevant approved housing body. Compilation on a county basis would involve an 
inordinate amount of time and resources. 

Details of overall expenditure and numbers of units provided across all local authorities 
under the CAS scheme from its inception in 1984 to 1992, together with details of the funding 
and numbers of units provided under the CAS and CLSS on a county basis from 1993 to end 
2012, are set out in the table below.   

My Department’s role in relation to the voluntary housing capital funding schemes relates 
primarily to the provision of funds to support the annual construction and housing acquisitions 
programmes by the sector. It is a matter for the relevant housing authority to ensure compliance 
with the terms and conditions of the schemes and to have appropriate oversight and liaison ar-
rangements in place for the effective administration of the schemes and for ensuring that the 
investment in voluntary housing is safeguarded. 

Funding for both schemes was provided by the relevant housing authority to the Approved 
Housing Body (AHB) in the form of a 30 year annuity mortgage loan. The terms of the scheme 
provide that repayments of principal and interest charges due from the AHB may be fully 
waived, provided the AHB continues to comply with the terms and conditions of the schemes. 
Should the AHB fail to comply with the terms and conditions of the schemes at any time dur-
ing the term of the mortgage, the AHB will be liable for the principal and interest charges and 
which will be recoverable by the housing authority. 

704 housing associations were approved by my Department under Section 6 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 for the provision and management of housing. In 2012 
my Department identified 86 Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) that neither produced housing 
stock nor applied for any funding from my Department. These companies were no longer reg-
istered with the Companies Registration Office and their approved status with my Department 
was rescinded. 

My Department is now proceeding to examine the status of more than 100 additional bodies 
that also appear to be inactive, and I expect to de-list further bodies in 2013 in order to present 
a more accurate picture of the size of the sector operating in Ireland.   

My Department is developing an enabling regulatory framework for the voluntary housing 
sector that will provide support and assurance both to the sector itself and to its external part-
ners. The development of this framework will take some time to complete. In the meantime, 
my Department has been engaging with the sector on the development of a voluntary code of 
good governance. The code will outline minimum regulatory standards that will apply to all 
approved housing bodies with additional standards and requirements applying to larger bodies. 
It is intended formally to launch the code in the coming weeks once all the issues raised during 
the consultation period have been considered. 

My Department has not been notified of any case where an approved housing body was re-
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quired to repay the mortgage loan to the housing authority. Any actions in relation to company 
law would be a matter for the Companies Registration Office.   

                      - No. of Unit CAS 
1984-2012

Expenditure 
under CAS 1984 
-2012

No. of Units CLSS 
1993-2012

Expenditure 
under CLSS 
1993-2012

CAS only 1984 - 1992 2,691  54,817,822  -  -
CAS and CLSS 1993-2012 - - -  -
Carlow 187 23,364,742 254 25,682,642
Cavan 125 11,909,588 48 7,572,783
Clare 203 24,779,683 131 13,817,865
Cork 844 75,339,448 585 87,407,333
Donegal 533 53,128,700 420 49,411,695
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown 543 56,704,986 372 88,359,392
Fingal 381 54,229,236 598 98,490,645
Galway 359 26,115,817 171 20,720,741
Kerry 402 36,308,949 169 24,040,126
Kildare 366 41,355,713 469 51,869,479
Kilkenny 437 30,448,702 137 11,601,074
Laois 212 23,618,197 271 41,994,935
Leitrim 64 5,200,152 44 6,794,422
Limerick 572 49,603,768 101 13,970,969
Longford 112 13,844,653 173 29,025,738
Louth 190 20,836,439 694 82,738,833
Mayo 409 44,465,905 193 24,495,541
Meath 206 24,795,248 180 19,176,925
Monaghan 211 23,565,241 76 9,586,442
Offaly 133 13,233,005 270 27,404,840
Roscommon 98 10,661,606 25 2,870,331
Sligo 237 22,270,981 237 20,578,029
South Dublin 263 48,069,356 992 140,695,928
Tipperary N.R. 233 19,312,943 132 32,351,024
Tipperary S.R. 262 22,342,762 390 43,128,519
Waterford 125 9,475,820 139 12,953,603
Westmeath 202 15,942,046 0 0
Wexford 230 18,229,776 284 24,218,602
Wicklow 265 20,585,094 85 8,060,232
City Councils  -  -  -  -
Cork 656 76,978,644 249 35,144,913
Dublin 2,465 246,492,029 1651 328,462,037
Galway 292 32,276,542 182 19,182,759
Limerick 335 32,227,110 99 8,599,823
Waterford 419 45,368,387 288 27,399,228
 TOTALS 15,262 1,327,899,090 10,109 1,437,807,448

01/05/2013WRD00100Ministerial Travel

01/05/2013WRD0020031. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will report on the overseas visits for St. Patrick’s Day of the Ministers of State 
at his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20296/13]
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01/05/2013WRD00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Minister of State in my Department, Jan O’Sullivan, represented the Government 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from 16 to 19 March as part of the Government’s Promote 
Ireland programme.  The main purpose of Minister of State O’Sullivan ’s visit was to attend 
and address the Annual Jeddah Economic Forum, the theme of which this year was ‘Housing 
the Growing Population’.  On St. Patrick’s Day the Minister of State met with some committee 
members of the Riyadh Irish Society and then addressed a reception hosted by the Society for 
Irish people living and working in the Riyadh area.   

The table below outlines some of the highlights of Minister of State O’Sullivan’s visit.   

Event 
Meetings on behalf of Enterprise Ireland with the Al Mogel Group, Nas Airlines, Jeddah Development Ur-
ban Regeneration Company and the National Water Company 
Interviews with local media in Riyadh and Jeddah 
Meetings with representatives from the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Dinner with Irish business leaders based in Jeddah 
Visit to King Abdullah Economic city and contract announcement for Irish company, CES Energy  

01/05/2013WRD00400Leader Programmes Funding

01/05/2013WRD0050032. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of money allocated to each LEADER company for projects to date; the 
amount sanctioned to date; and the amount of expenditure incurred, broken down by company; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20462/13]

01/05/2013WRD00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The table below details the level of project funding committed to date by each Local 
Development Company (LDC) contracted to deliver Axes 3 & 4 (the LEADER elements) of the 
Rural Development Programme (RDP). The table also contains the level of project expenditure 
and the administration costs to date for each LDC. 

Local Development Company Project Commit-
ments

Project Expenditure Administration Expen-
diture

Avondhu Blackwater Partnership 
Ltd.

€4,217,856.00 €3,471,667.57 €1,240,218.08

Ballyhoura Development Ltd. €14,397,570.13 €5,644,660.42 €2,052,391.17
Carlow County Development 
Partnership Ltd

€3,486,286.22 €2,825,291.50 €1,302,230.88

Cavan-Monaghan LEADER €6,360,474.06 €3,073,576.34 €1,604,916.72
Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh Teo €5,536,583.26 €2,160,155.87 €1,745,436.65
Clare Local Development Com-
pany Ltd.

€10,672,838.00 €5,575,292.00 €2,008,827.86

Co Kilkenny LEADER Partner-
ship

€6,718,144.63 €4,208,113.84 €1,684,381.55

Co Wicklow Community Part-
nership

€3,827,696.00 €2,583,822.00 €1,340,763.39

Co. Sligo LEADER Partnership 
Company Ltd

€6,609,682.37 €4,462,725.51 €1,323,213.66

Comhar na nOileán Teoranta €2,796,223.99 €1,867,173.18 €876,494.11
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Local Development Company Project Commit-
ments

Project Expenditure Administration Expen-
diture

Donegal Local Development 
Company Ltd.

€6,445,049.98 €4,392,646.55 €1,789,219.58

Fingal LEADER Partnership Co. €2,090,787.45 €832,053.50 €912,664.47
FORUM Connemara Ltd. €2,787,184.90 €1,942,331.25 €1,048,666.10
Galway Rural Development 
Company

€7,314,714.01 €4,643,174.14 €1,699,262.81

Inishowen Development Partner-
ship

€4,971,804.58 €3,435,869.88 €1,027,812.37

IRD Duhallow Ltd. €9,222,328.87 €4,158,979.60 €1,449,990.62
Laois Community and Enterprise 
Dev

€6,021,970.44 €2,836,357.24 €1,216,883.51

Leitrim Integrated Development 
Co Ltd

€5,857,689.52 €3,386,169.21 €1,448,649.53

Longford Community Resources 
Ltd

€4,509,771.14 €2,634,263.01 €1,021,055.30

Louth LEADER Partnership €3,065,427.59 €2,281,955.42 €1,203,877.47
Mayo North East LEADER 
Partnership Co.

€4,019,323.71 €2,809,326.07 €1,337,279.62

Meath Community Rural and 
Social Dev.

€7,380,118.87 €3,419,316.77 €1,959,918.77

Meitheal Forbartha na Gael-
tachta

€4,169,606.03 €1,968,042.53 €1,403,708.53

North East Kerry LEADER 
Partnership Teo

€4,838,331.10 €2,812,306.29 €1,494,885.88

North Tipperary LEADER Part-
nership

€8,883,179.35 €4,631,301.98 €1,290,738.64

Offaly Integrated Local Dev Co. 
Ltd.

€7,289,530.66 €4,051,501.58 €1,422,861.87

Roscommon Integrated Develop-
ment Company

€6,183,255.60 €3,499,828.90 €1,733,954.55

South and East Cork Area Dev 
Ltd.

€5,649,396.50 €3,465,612.61 €1,389,972.85

South Kerry Development Ltd. €4,244,208.82 €2,598,284.13 €1,816,206.94
South Tipperary Local Develop-
ment Co Ltd

€8,908,969.94 €4,616,855.68 €1,390,640.33

South West Mayo Development 
Company Ltd

€5,386,617.79 €4,202,031.59 €1,665,566.67

Waterford LEADER Partnership 
Ltd.

€6,749,222.54 €4,256,769.57 €1,510,904.64

West Cork Development Partner-
ship Ltd.

€7,561,699.58 €4,491,793.15 €2,018,256.49

West Limerick Resources Ltd €4,591,408.42 €2,961,958.78 €1,461,086.47
Westmeath Community Devel-
opment Ltd

€4,128,919.41 €2,248,937.96 €1,426,614.07

Wexford Local Development €7,653,302.16 €4,770,790.77 €1,489,812.15
Total €214,547,173.62 €123,220,936.39 €52,809,364.30

01/05/2013WRD00700Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

01/05/2013WRD0080033. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to improve the support structures for tenants and landlords experienc-
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ing disputes through the Private Residential Tenancies Board and other bodies in view of the 
increase in those renting privately. [20483/13]

01/05/2013WRD00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 sets out the rights and 
obligations of landlords and tenants in the private rented residential sector. The Private Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (PRTB) was established under the Act to operate a national tenancy 
registration system and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants in the private rented 
residential sector.    

My Department conducted a review of the Act in 2009 with a specific emphasis on whether 
the Act best supports the PRTB’s key functions and on whether legislative amendments would 
support either the achievement of additional operational efficiencies by the PRTB in the deliv-
ery of those functions or the broader good working of the private rented sector. The outcomes 
of the review were announced in April 2010 and the drafting of the General Scheme of a Bill to 
give effect to the recommendations of the review was approved by Government in July 2011. 
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2012 was published on 19 July 2012 and 
passed Second Stage in the Dáil on 24 January 2013. It builds on what has been achieved by 
the Residential Tenancies Act and the PRTB, and provides for the further development of the 
rental sector into the future.   

Among the main issues addressed by the amending legislation are -  

- the extension of the remit of the Residential Tenancies Act to Approved Housing Body 
tenancies;

- the Board of the PRTB to be reduced from 15 to 12 members;

- the separation of the governance and quasi-judicial functions of the Board;

- the merger of the PRTB and the Rent Tribunal; and

- the simplification and streamlining of the mediation process.   

While the Bill addresses a wide range of issues, there are some other aspects still under 
development which I hope to bring forward for consideration during the Bill’s passage through 
the Oireachtas. In particular, I am keen to progress a number of key on-going concerns within 
the private rented sector such as the over holding of rented property by tenants and the illegal 
retention of tenants’ deposits by landlords. 

On foot of the commitment in the Programme for Government 2011 to introduce a tenancy 
deposit protection scheme I asked the PRTB to commission research on such a scheme and to 
report back to me with recommendations.   The final report and recommendations were sub-
mitted to me on 12 November 2012 and   I am examining the report with a view to providing 
for the establishment of a tenancy deposit protection scheme in the context of the Oireachtas 
consideration of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2012. 

Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 22.

01/05/2013WRD01100Local Government Reform

01/05/2013WRD0120035. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the time frame for a plebiscite on a directly elected Dublin Mayor; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20446/13]
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01/05/2013WRD01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The specific question of introducing an office of directly elected mayor for the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area is considered in the Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local 
Government in the context of other governance issues. A key conclusion in that regard is that 
such an office should not be simply inserted as a further layer of governance and administration 
in addition to the current local government structures. The establishment of an office with more 
far-reaching powers, functions and budgetary capacity would be likely to require significant 
changes in existing local government arrangements. The implications in this regard and the 
changes required at local government level would need to be considered carefully. 

The approach to be taken in relation to local governance for Dublin must take account of 
the foregoing factors. The Action Programme indicated that a special forum or colloquium of 
the elected members of Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin County Councils 
and Dublin City Council would be convened by the Lord Mayor of Dublin to consider the op-
tions for local governance in Dublin,   including the potential for a directly elected Mayor for 
a Dublin Metropolitan Area. It is intended that proposals arising from the colloquium will be 
put for decision through a plebiscite in 2014, which I envisage will be held alongside the local 
elections. This will provide for suitable democratic debate and consultation on all dimensions 
of the issue. 

I have recently written to the Lord Mayor of Dublin setting out matters which I consider 
would need to be addressed by the elected members of the four local authorities when develop-
ing proposals to be put before the electorate in the plebiscite.   

01/05/2013WRD01400Dormant Accounts Fund Deposits

01/05/2013WRD0150036. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of money in the dormant accounts fund, less the reserve; the 
number of commitments entered into that have not been paid out broken down by year of sanc-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20467/13]

01/05/2013WRD01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Dormant Accounts Acts provide for an annual transfer by credit institutions and 
insurance undertakings of monies in accounts determined to be dormant into the Dormant Ac-
counts Fund (DAF). Since its establishment in April 2003 to the end of March 2013, the trans-
fers to the DAF have totalled some €678.5m, including €38.7m in interest. Funds reclaimed 
since April 2003 total some €255.4m.

The value of the DAF at the end of March 2013, net of liabilities, was some €85m. This 
figure excludes €56.8m maintained in a Reserve Account to meet future reclaims by account 
holders and to cover expenses associated with the operation of the DAF.

Details of the projects to which funding has been allocated to date and a summary of the 
status of the DAF are available on my Department’s website.   

The amount of commitments entered into by my Department under Dormant Accounts mea-
sures yet to be drawn down by beneficiary organisations are €1,078,781 in 2006, €113,265 in 
2007, €805,588 in 2008, zero in 2009, and €20,867 in 2010.   

01/05/2013WRD01700Local Authority Expenditure
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01/05/2013WRD0180037. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the total estimated cost of additional councillors in Dublin under Putting People 
First. [20445/13]

01/05/2013WRD01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On the basis of the terms of reference of the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee, 
the total cost of allowances for additional councillors in the Dublin local authorities is currently 
estimated to be circa €1.5 million per annum. This additional cost will arise from reducing the 
degree of representational imbalance currently in the Dublin authorities and should also be 
viewed in the context of overall savings in allowances, which are currently estimated at €3.68 
million per annum, that will arise from the reduction of 1,627 local authority members nation-
ally to 950.   

01/05/2013WRD02000Ministerial Travel

01/05/2013WRD0210038. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will report on his visit to Boston; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20295/13]

01/05/2013WRD02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I attended the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in Boston, Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
from March 13 to 18 as part of the Government’s Promote Ireland programme.  I carried out 
over twenty separate engagements over the five days, meeting with many of the key contacts 
in the political, business and local community. The emphasis was on helping to promote trade, 
tourism and investment-related activity with Ireland and meeting with members of the Irish 
community abroad.   

In particular, I had substantive meetings with the Massachusetts Senate President and State 
Treasurer, and the Mayors of Boston and Newport , and I met with five members of Congress.  
I also met with a significant number of Irish companies working in the Boston area as well as 
all three local organisations who receive support through the Emigrant Support Programme 
promoted by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.   

I attended a lunch hosted by Enterprise Ireland attended by 20 Irish companies who are op-
erating in the Boston area   - many being small high tech businesses providing niche services to 
the significant number of US multi nationals in the area. I was invited as a keynote speaker at a 
number of events including the ‘American Irish Partnership’ where I emphasised the Govern-
ment’s key economic messages and promoted The Gathering.   

The table below outlines some of the highlights of the itinerary.   

Date Event 
Thursday 14 March Breakfast with representatives of an Irish Property Company to discuss promo-

tion of recovering Irish property market to US investors 
Visit and tour of Boston College 
Enterprise Ireland lunch with 20 Irish Companies operating in the Boston area. 
Attend Massachusetts State Senate ceremony hosted by Senate President, 
Therese Murray. 
Meeting with US company interested in business opportunities in Ireland 
Evening reception hosted by the ‘American Ireland Fund’ 

Friday 15 March Speech at ‘American Irish Partnership’ St Patrick’s Day breakfast. 
Visit to ‘Irish Immigration Center’ 
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Date Event 
Speech at the Annual Order of Hibernians lunch in Lawrence
Visit to Lowell to meet with contacts from the University’s ‘Centre for Irish 
Studies’, the City Council and the Irish Community. 
Attend Irish Consulate’s reception at Boston Federal Courthouse.

Saturday 16 March Breakfast meeting with Mayor and local dignitaries at Newport City Hall, Rhode 
Island and attended Parade in the City.
Visit to Irish Cultural Center in Canton.
Met with dignitaries attending the West Roxbury Irish Social Club St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner. 
Attended the annual St Patrick’s Dinner in Boston.

Sunday 17 March Presented the ’Ambassador’s Medal’ at a breakfast function in Holyoke, Western 
Massachusetts. 
Marched in St Patrick’s day parade.
Speech at 276 th anniversary dinner of the ‘Charitable Irish Society’.

Monday 18 March Meeting with Irish Pastoral Centre.

01/05/2013WRE00150Septic Tank Inspections

01/05/2013WRE0020039. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when householders will be able to avail of grants to improve their septic tanks. 
[20304/13]

01/05/2013WRE0030040. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update in the number of septic tanks that have been inspected 
by his Department to date; the total number of tanks he intends to have inspected in 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20424/13]

01/05/2013WRE0040042. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if householders can be proactive and if they will be able to avail of grants to 
improve their septic tanks in advance of any inspection being carried out by their local author-
ity, or if they will have to wait to be inspected and failed. [20305/13]

01/05/2013WRE00500157. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if a commencement date has been set for a septic tank inspections; when the grant 
for upgrading malfunctioning systems will be rolled out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20904/13]

01/05/2013WRE00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 39, 40, 42 and 157 together.

The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 assigns responsibility to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to make a National Inspection Plan for domestic wastewater treat-
ment systems.  The National Inspection Plan 2013: Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems 
was adopted and published by the EPA in February 2013.  The Plan provides for a minimum of 
1,000 inspections to be carried out during the twelve-month period commencing in July 2013.  
Details of the minimum number of inspections for each council area are included in the Plan.  It 
is the responsibility of the water services authorities (the 34 county and city councils) to imple-
ment the Inspection Plan in their functional areas.

The Local Authority Services National Training Group, in consultation with my Depart-
ment, the EPA and the water services authorities, is overseeing the development and delivery of 
a training course for inspectors.  The course will shortly be rolled out to water services authority 



1 May 2013

689

personnel who have successfully completed the training course and who meet the qualification 
criteria set out in the Water Services Act 2007 (Registration and Inspections) Regulations 2012, 
a copy of which is available in the Oireachtas library.  The EPA is responsible for the appoint-
ment of the inspectors. 

In December 2012 I announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide fi-
nancial assistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment 
systems are deemed to require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services 
(Amendment) Act 2012.  Provision for the scheme is being made from my Department’s Vote in 
2013.  The grant scheme will only apply to owners of treatment systems which are the subject 
of an Advisory Notice issued by a water services authority following an inspection carried out 
under the 2012 Act.  Full details of the scheme will be set out in regulations which I will make 
in advance of inspections commencing.

01/05/2013WRE00650Security of the Elderly

01/05/2013WRE0070041. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount of money made available for the seniors scheme this year; the 
amount sanctioned to date; the amount paid out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20472/13]

01/05/2013WRE00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme provides grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of equipment to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to live securely in 
their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is administered by 
local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.

The funding allocated to the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2013 is €2.35m.  Expenditure to date 
on the Scheme is approximately €838,000.

Question No. 42 answered with Question No. 39.

01/05/2013WRE00950Irish Water Establishment

01/05/2013WRE0100043. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the budget that has been allocated for the establishment and programme spend of 
Irish Water, including wages. [20496/13]

01/05/2013WRE01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I refer to the reply to Question No. 176 of 17 April 2013 
which outlines the position in the matter.

Question No. 44 answered with Question No. 29.

01/05/2013WRE01250Planning Issues

01/05/2013WRE0130045. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the time frame for the introduction of a planning regulator; the nature of the 
regulator’s role and relationship with current planning bodies; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20456/13]
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01/05/2013WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government published its response to the recom-
mendations of the Final Report of the Mahon Tribunal on 19 July 2012 including in respect 
of an independent planning regulator, to which it has agreed in principle.  I also discussed this 
specific recommendation with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Culture and 
the Gaeltacht on 29 January 2013.  Following further appropriate, Government consideration of 
this recommendation, and taking into account the views expressed by the members of the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee, it is my intention shortly to announce details of the intended role and 
functions of a proposed new Office of the Planning Regulator.

01/05/2013WRE01450Rural Recreation Promotion

01/05/2013WRE0150046. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the programme of work laid out by his Department for rural recreation develop-
ment this year; the new aspects to the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20473/13]

01/05/2013WRE01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In regard to rural recreation development, my Department continues to engage with 12 
Local Development Companies with whom we have Service Level Agreements in place.  These 
agreements relate to appropriate schemes and actions to implement relevant objectives of the 
National Countryside Recreation Strategy and the continued implementation of the Walks 
Scheme.  The Walks Scheme was originally launched in March 2008 , and an additional 4 Lo-
cal Development Companies are separately contracted to deliver this scheme which is currently 
operating on 40 trails supported by 1,811 landowners.  The initial 5-year contracts are now 
beginning to expire and work on renewing these contracts has commenced.  Renewal of exist-
ing contracts over the next two years will constitute a significant body of work, as they must be 
renegotiated individually with each landowner due to a reduction in the rate of payment.

My Department is continuing negotiations with other State Agencies to agree a National 
Outdoor Recreation Plan for Public Lands and Waters in Ireland.  A successful outcome to these 
negotiations would provide the basis for coordinated development of state lands for recreation 
and tourism purposes.  It would facilitate the professional development of recreation policy 
makers and managers and enhance the development of best practice and the use of shared ex-
pertise and resources.

A pilot Mountain Access scheme is under development.  It is intended to facilitate access to 
the uplands for hill walking and similar activities.  A pilot scheme has been developed at Mount 
Gable in Connemara and there is general agreement among the relevant stakeholders that the 
initial proposed Carrantuohill scheme be extended to the entire MacGillicuddy Reeks in Co 
Kerry.  A report is being commissioned to advise on the most appropriate management structure 
to put in place there , given that the overall area to be encompassed by the extended scheme will 
exceed 100 sq. kms.

I have provided an additional €755,000 in current funding this year to support the roll out of 
the MacGillicuddy Reeks Mountain Access Project and to provide for maintenance work on a 
number of priority walking trails including those not covered by the Walks Scheme.  It is hoped, 
in due course, to agree a financial package to ensure trails and recreational infrastructure are 
developed and maintained to international standards, thus protecting significant public invest-
ment to date, creating and maintaining employment and developing related tourism potential.

My Department continues to be a main funding partner of Leave No Trace Ireland which 
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promotes responsible recreational use in the outdoors.  It continues to chair regular meetings of 
Comhairle Na Tuaithe (The Countryside Council).  Additional meetings are held with relevant 
stakeholders on issues such as the development of Greenways, off-road cycling routes and wa-
ter based activities, among others.

My Department is also working closely with the State Claims Agency following the suc-
cessful establishment of an Irish arm of the Visitor Safety in the Countryside Group (VSCG), 
which is focussed on how to create safe access to the countryside in ways that do not spoil land-
scape and heritage, or lessen the visitor’s sense of exploration and adventure.  A National In-
demnity Scheme , to be managed in conjunction with the State Claims Agency, is currently un-
der negotiation.  The proposed scheme would indemnify private landowners nationally against 
claims from recreational users for injury or damage to property.  It has the potential to remove 
a significant barrier for landowners who wish to facilitate recreational access and to ameliorate 
concerns of those who might wish to consider future engagement in that regard.

01/05/2013WRF00075Proposed Legislation

01/05/2013WRF0010047. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when legislation will be enacted to levy industries identified to have liability for 
reparative work by the Pyrite Review Group; and if he will indicate at which the stage this leg-
islation is at. [20482/13]

01/05/2013WRF0020063. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the time frame for the implementation of pyrite resolution board legislation; when 
homeowners will be in a position to receive compensation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20457/13]

01/05/2013WRF00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 47 and 63 together.    

I am attaching a high priority to putting in place the necessary structures to deliver a resolu-
tion to the pyrite issue for home owners who have been waiting a considerable period of time 
for solutions.  Following Government approval of the general scheme of a Pyrite Remediation 
Bill, work will be undertaken, as a matter of urgency, on developing the Bill and it is my inten-
tion that it will be published and enacted in the shortest possible timeframe.   

The Pyrite Resolution Board is currently drawing up the precise scope and detail of a pyrite 
remediation scheme including the eligibility criteria, priorities, procedures and assessment/test-
ing requirements etc. and is making good progress on those issues.   

Discussions are also continuing with a number of financial institutions with a view to mak-
ing a loan facility available to the not-for-profit entity being set up by the construction stake-
holders to facilitate the early commencement of a remediation scheme.   

The proposed scheme will provide for the remediation of private dwellings with significant 
pyritic damage and where the home owner has no other viable option than to have pyrite reme-
diation works undertaken.  It will not be a compensation scheme.   

Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 26.

01/05/2013WRF00375IBRC Liquidation
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01/05/2013WRF0040049. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he has sought information from local authorities on their total financial 
exposure to the special liquidation process of the Irish bank Resolution Corporation; if he will 
provide a breakdown of all deposits and-or bonds placed by local authorities in IBRC; if he has 
received any assurances that such deposits will be recoverable; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20299/13]

01/05/2013WRF00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): It is a matter for each local authority to manage its own day-to-day finances in a prudent 
and sustainable manner, including investment arrangements for moneys received.  Information 
on individual local authorities’ investment arrangements is not available in my Department.   

I am advised that development bonds that were previously entered into by IBRC in favour 
of individual local authorities remain in place. However, any liabilities arising under these 
arrangements, if called upon, may rank as unsecured claims in the special liquidation. These 
bonds are contingent liabilities and would only be called upon where developers breach plan-
ning conditions and are not in a position to meet any liability that arises as a result.   

Local authorities must deal with the special liquidators directly in relation to their specific 
financial arrangements with the former IBRC.   

Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 26.

Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 25.

01/05/2013WRF00575Water Services Provision

01/05/2013WRF0060052. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans for the future of group water schemes throughout the country; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20453/13]

01/05/2013WRF00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The overall allocation for group water and group sewerage schemes and for small public 
water and sewerage schemes under the Rural Water Programme in 2013 is €35 million. The ma-
jority of this funding is provided, by way of block grant allocations, to the local authorities who 
are responsible for administering the programme. While the administration of the programme is 
devolved to local authorities, their choice of individual schemes to advance must take account 
of the investment priorities set by my Department. The investment priorities for 2013 are in-
formed by the rural water investment strategy developed by the National Rural Water Services 
Committee and approved by me in December 2011. 

The substantial funding provided by my Department in respect of the group water sector 
reflects the important role played by the sector in the delivery of quality water to its members. 
Under the Water Sector Reform Programme the primary focus of Irish Water will be on the de-
livery of services to customers on the public water and waste water networks. My Department 
will remain responsible for the overall policy and funding of the non-public sector, including 
the group water sector.   

In order to facilitate the establishment of a new public water utility to take over responsi-
bility for the delivery of water services, a number of work-streams have been set up under the 
Water Sector Reform Programme to assist with the transition of services to Irish Water. One 
such work-stream is dealing specifically with issues relating to the Group Water Sector. The ob-
jectives of this work-stream are to ensure that there is clarity of roles and responsibility for the 
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group water sector and other components of the Rural Water Programme, to develop a medium 
term strategy to determine the appropriate governance, regulation and funding of the sector for 
the future and to amend delivery mechanisms accordingly. 

01/05/2013WRF00750Dormant Accounts Fund Administration

01/05/2013WRF0080053. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the programmes he intends to run under the dormant accounts fund this 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20468/13]

01/05/2013WRF00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 6 on today’s order paper.   

This year, I have allocated €2.835m from the Dormant Accounts Fund from my Department 
to support labour activation measures in local authorities. 

The Disbursement Plan of 2009, put in place by the Dormant Accounts Board, will be 
replaced later this year by a new disbursement scheme in accordance with the Dormant Ac-
counts (Amendment) Act 2012. The new disbursement scheme will operate from next year. 
My Department is consulting with relevant Government Departments and other stakeholders as 
appropriate in relation to drafting the disbursement scheme. The new scheme will be submitted 
to Government for approval and, in accordance with the 2012 Act, laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas which will then have 21 days to consider it. 

The legislation also provides for the preparations of an action plan each year following the 
making of a scheme. The plan, which will also be subject to consultation, must indicate the pro-
grammes or types of projects that may apply for disbursement and the maximum funds avail-
able. Different amounts may be specified in the plan in relation to a particular class or classes 
of programme or project.  Once the plan is adopted, a copy must also be laid before each House 
of the Oireachtas, where it may be considered within a 21 day period. 

01/05/2013WRF00950Local Authority Staff Remuneration

01/05/2013WRF0100054. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount that would be saved by the public Exchequer if there was to be a cap 
of €100,000 on wages in local authorities. [20431/13]

01/05/2013WRF01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Information regarding potential cost savings which could arise in the circumstances out-
lined in the question is not available in my Department.   

01/05/2013WRG00150Water Meters Installation

01/05/2013WRG0020055. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the time frame for the roll out and completion of metering across the country; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20452/13]

01/05/2013WRG00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 402 of 30 April 2013 which sets out the position in 
this matter.   
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01/05/2013WRG00350Regeneration Projects

01/05/2013WRG0040056. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the work he is doing to ensure that the regeneration of Dolphin House and 
St. Teresa’s Gardens, Dublin, progress without delay. [20485/13]

01/05/2013WRG00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Notwithstanding the constraints on capital expenditure 
across all the various measures under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, 
I am continuing to support the National Regeneration Programme to the fullest extent possible. 
I am determined that there will be no loss of momentum in 2013 in progressing regeneration 
projects in Dublin City, including the Dolphin House and St Teresa’s Gardens projects, and the 
other priority projects in Limerick City, Cork City and in a number of regional towns around the 
country. I recently announced allocations of €80 million for regeneration projects nationally in 
2013, including some €31 million for regeneration projects in Dublin City. 

Draft schematic regeneration proposals for the redevelopment of Dolphin House and St. 
Teresa’s Gardens were developed by Dublin City Council and submitted to my Department 
in March 2012. Since then, my Department has been continually liaising with the Council to 
further develop these proposals for incorporation into an overall Masterplan. I expect this pro-
cess to be completed shortly. The City Council will then be in a position to provide projected 
multi-annual funding requirements for the future regeneration of both areas. Funding for the 
various constituent elements of these schemes must await approval of the Masterplans which I 
understand have not yet been adopted by the City Council. 

In advance of the completion of detailed Masterplans, my Department is supporting a pro-
gramme of social inclusion initiatives and enabling works at both locations in 2013. In the case 
of Dolphin House this includes funding for a community worker and an interim programme of 
remedial and improvement works to the flats in order to improve living conditions and address 
issues relating to insulation, condensation and wastewater drainage. In relation to St. Teresa’s 
Gardens my Department is also supporting a programme of social inclusion initiatives in 2013 
in addition to funding for demolition works. My Department is liaising with Dublin City Coun-
cil on the compilation of an updated programme of works for 2013 for both locations and I 
expect this task will be completed very shortly.     

  Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 23.

01/05/2013WRG00650Proposed Legislation

01/05/2013WRG0070058. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress made in the drafting of the local government Bill; and when he 
expects the Bill to be published. [20501/13]

01/05/2013WRG00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Wide-ranging and detailed legislation is required to provide for the range of measures set 
out in the Action Programme for Effective Local Government. Work on drafting the Local Gov-
ernment Bill 2013 is proceeding satisfactorily and I am firmly committed to ensuring that the 
Bill will be published in good time to enable enactment well ahead of the 2014 local elections.   

01/05/2013WRG00850NAMA Social Housing Provision
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01/05/2013WRG0090059. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on the delivery of the National Asset Management 
Agency units for social leasing; the number that are currently occupied, in the process of be-
ing occupied or ready for occupation with a breakdown based on the number that are in local 
authority or voluntary sector control respectively. [20481/13]

01/05/2013WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To the end of Quarter 1 2013, the transition of 263 proper-
ties from the NAMA portfolio has been completed, with contracts signed in respect of a further 
76 properties. All but 24 of the 263 completed units are being made available for people that the 
local authorities have deemed in need of housing. These 24 units were part of a project of 58 
apartments delivered in Sandyford.   The other 34 apartments were delivered for social housing 
use and the project is a practical illustration of sustainable housing policy which aims to provide 
a balanced mix between social and private housing within a community. 

Of the 339 units that have been completed or contracted to date, 257 units have been made 
available to Approved Housing Bodies with a further 82 available to Local Authorities. 

A further 1,198 housing units are either under consideration or under negotiation. 

  Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 22.

  Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 26.

01/05/2013WRG01250Dormant Accounts Fund Grants

01/05/2013WRG0130062. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he intends making any money available from the dormant accounts fund for 
small projects in RAPID areas this year and also for flagship projects nationally; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20471/13]

01/05/2013WRG01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Disbursements on dormant accounts measures are paid in the first instance “up front” 
from Departmental Votes in the same way as with any other spending programme. Therefore, 
Government Departments have to source funding for dormant accounts programmes from their 
annual Exchequer allocations. I have provided funding in my Department’s estimates for 2013 
of €2 million for RAPID, which will be used to meet the Department’s existing contractual 
commitments on RAPID projects throughout the country, mainly Sports Capital top-ups and 
CCTV systems, jointly funded with the Departments of Transport, Tourism and Sport and Jus-
tice and Equality respectively. However this is not reimbursed from the Dormant Accounts 
Fund. At a time of severe budgetary pressures, resulting in reduced allocations across all De-
partmental Votes, there is a need to prioritise and keep all existing funding programmes under 
review. In this context I will also keep under review proposed new funding measures under the 
Dormant Accounts Fund.

     Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 47.

01/05/2013WRH00300Pyrite Resolution Board Membership

01/05/2013WRH0040064. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will provide an update on the setting up of pyremco; if he will outline the 
way he envisages the remediation works being managed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20423/13]

01/05/2013WRH00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The three construction stakeholders, the Construction Industry Federation, the Irish Con-
crete Federation and HomeBond agreed to set up a not-for-profit entity to operate a pyrite 
remediation scheme under the supervision of the Pyrite Resolution Board (PRB). The entity 
is currently in the process of being established. Representatives of the three bodies have had a 
number of meetings to agree the appropriate format for the entity. A number of directors have 
been proposed and it is envisaged that this process will be completed as quickly as possible.   

The PRB will have responsibility to oversee and ensure the effective implementation of a 
pyrite remediation scheme for home owners who have no other viable option to have pyrite re-
mediation works undertaken.  The Board will work closely with the entity to ensure the delivery 
of the maximum possible progress in remediating dwellings which are affected by significant 
damage due to pyritic heave within defined priorities.  The PRB will receive and assess appli-
cations for remediation under the terms and conditions of the scheme.  Only applications that 
have been approved by the PRB will be forwarded to the entity to undertake the next stages of 
the remediation process. The PRB will have oversight of the various stages of the whole process 
carried out in a fair and transparent manner and to ensure that works are carried out in accor-
dance with I.S. 398 -2:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material - Methodology for 
remediation works.   

01/05/2013WRH00600Local Government Reform

01/05/2013WRH0070065. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress made with the proposed alignment of local government and the 
engagement there has been with representatives of staff and the community sector. [20498/13]

01/05/2013WRH00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following on from the publication of Putting People First - Action Programme for Effec-
tive Local Government, an Alignment Working Group has been established to assist and advise 
on the implementation of the recommendations of the Local Government/Local Development 
Alignment Steering Group. The Group has had three meetings to date and is overseeing the 
practical arrangements necessary to give effect to the new local structures, including the estab-
lishment of Socio-Economic Committees in each local authority administrative area. 

The Alignment Working Group comprises representatives of the City and County Manag-
ers Association, the Irish Local Development Network and Pobal, and is chaired and supported 
in its work by my Department.  The Irish Local Development Network has three places on the 
Working Group and it is a matter for that body to select its nominees to fill these positions. It is 
also the responsibility of the representatives from each sector to consult with their nominating 
bodies, staff and other relevant stakeholders as part of this process.   

As well as the ongoing work of this Group, both I and my Department have had several en-
gagements with representatives of the local development and community and voluntary sectors 
in relation to alignment and other issues of common interest. 

  Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 10.
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01/05/2013WRH01000Dormant Accounts Fund Deposits

01/05/2013WRH0110067. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the net amount transferred into the dormant accounts net of repayments to 
the financial institutions each year since the inception of the fund; the total amount transferred; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20470/13]

01/05/2013WRH01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Since its establishment in April 2003 to the end of March 2013, the transfers to the Fund 
have totalled some €678.5 million, which includes interest earned of approximately €38.7 mil-
lion.  Funds reclaimed in that period by account holders amounted to around €255.4 million. 
The net value of uncommitted funds is currently €85 million.  This does not include a Reserve 
Fund, currently standing at €56.8 million. The table provides a profile of the Fund showing 
yearly inflows, reclaims, disbursements, etc, from 2003 to the end of March 2013. 

Appendix A - Value of Dormant Accounts Fund at 31/03/2013 

Year Inflows Inflows Inflows Inflows Inflows Gross 
Inflow of 
Funds

Outflows Outflows Outflows Net Funds

Banks/build-
ing societies

An Post 
products

Insurance 
products

Intestate 
Estates

Interest 
earned

Reclaimed 
by account 
holders

Disbursed by 
NTMA

Expenses & 
Compliance 
Costs

2003 105,802,747 90,406,394 0 0 2,778,039 198,987,180 24,002,874 0 148,048 174,836,258

2004 18,387,604 14,642,260 22,994,803 0 3,802,846 59,827,513 21,080,853 14,000,000 1,055,958 198,526,960

2005 13,049,089 19,870,684 7,895,688 0 4,061,302 44,876,763 22,916,079 14,400,000 1,673,497 204,414,147

2006 20,535,464 52,513,242 7,100,575 0 6,375,902 86,525,183 44,736,631 33,250,000 1,608,356 211,344,343

2007 12,531,434 42,658,151 6,704,210 4,400,000 8,787,603 75,081,398 34,082,871 45,511,412 1,881,135 204,950,323

2008 19,644,431 6,239,735 7,149,521 0 7,561,873 40,595,560 19,500,791 73,050,705 1,999,776 150,994,611

2009 25,014,071 11,359,722 5,010,644 0 891,120 42,275,557 19,051,956 37,644,335 1,717,634 134,856,243

2010 20,970,740 12,304,426 6,009,518 0 472,958 39,757,642 20,302,633 20,267,035 1,618,257 132,425,960

2011 27,841,100 9,912,279 5,326,408 0 1,137,669 44,217,456 24,345,430 8,403,338 937,628 142,957,020

2012 25,496,009 11,074,307 6,783,903 0 2,004,458 45,358,677 22,022,290 4,159,969 803,305 161,330,133

2013 171,120 0 0 0 808,881 980,001 3,392,297 0 0

Totals 289,443,809 270,981,200 74,975,270 4,400,000 38,682,651 678,482,930 255,434,705 250,686,794 13,443,594 €158,917,837

Liabilities on the Fund:
Of which
1. Reserve for future reclaims by 
account holders

-56,838,980

2. Disbursements allocated to 
beneficiary projects by

Approved Decommited Net Approved

(a) Dormant Accounts Fund Dis-
bursement Board

63,082,815 4,753,521 58,404,119

(b) Government (2006) 75,642,596 4,552,415 71,090,181
(c) Government (2007) 22,278,213 698,845 21,579,368
(d) Government (2008) 30,134,074 83,780 30,050,294
(e) Government – Early Childhood 
Initiative (2006)

18,000,000 18,000,000

(f) Government - Rural Social 
Scheme (2004-2008)

64,400,000 64,400,000

(g) Government – Catch Up Mea-
sure 5 new RAPID towns

1,250,000 1,250,000

(h) Government – Allocation to 
support labour activation in local 
authorities

2,835,000 2,835,000

Sub-totals 277,622,698 -10,088,561 267,608,962
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Liabilities on the Fund:
Of which
3. Remaining funds to be dis-
bursed by NTMA on foot of 
approvals 

-16,922,168

Net Value of Dormant Accounts 
Fund (uncommitted funds)

€85,156,689

Under the Dormant Accounts Act 2001, the NTMA is required to maintain a Reserve Ac-
count to meet reclaims from account holders and operational expenses of the agency and the 
Dormant Accounts Board.   

01/05/2013WRH01300Leader Programmes Expenditure

01/05/2013WRH0140068. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the progress made to date in addressing the funding of projects under the 
Leader programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20302/13]

01/05/2013WRH0150073. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he intends to make the full amount of the remaining money for projects 
under the Leader programme available to the Leader companies for allocation; the reason for 
the delay in approving this despite his commitment (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20460/13]

01/05/2013WRH01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 73 together.  

Following a thorough examination of project activity under the Leader elements of the Ru-
ral Development Programme (RDP) I announced on 24 April 2013, the lifting of the embargo 
on project approvals. 

The completion of this review has facilitated the issuing of RDP contracts for approximately 
€42 million worth of projects which have been approved by the Board of the Local Develop-
ment Companies (LDCs) and have all the necessary requirements in place.  The LDCs con-
tracted to deliver the Leader elements of the RDP have been allowed two weeks to notify my 
Department as to whether all of the projects within this €42 million are ready to proceed. 

The table outlines the €42 million worth of projects across the various LDCs.

LAG In Queue 
Avondhu Blackwater Partnership Ltd. 0 
Ballyhoura Development Ltd. 1,081,206 
Carlow County Development Partnership Ltd 2,694,842 
Cavan-Monaghan Leader 179,035 
Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh Teo 4,017,445 
Clare Local Development Company Ltd. 1,133,150 
Co Kilkenny Leader Partnership €2,864,576 
Co Wicklow Community Partnership 2,618,770 
Co. Sligo Leader Partnership Company Ltd 13,098 
Comhar na nOileáin Teoranta 1,061,530 
Donegal Local Development Company Ltd. 2,076,465 
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LAG In Queue 
Fingal Leader Partnership Co. 1,691,219 
FORUM Connemara Ltd. 1,260,492 
Galway Rural Development Company 432,798 
Inishowen Development Partnership 0 
IRD Duhallow Ltd. 308,121 
Laois Community and Enterprise Dev 496,063 
Leitrim Integrated Development Co Ltd 1,799,815 
Longford Community Resources Ltd 4,830 
Louth Leader Partnership 219,431 
Mayo North East Leader Partnership Co. 766,174 
Meath Community Rural and Social Dev. 743,604 
Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta 334,071 
North East Kerry Leader Partnership Teo 862,763 
North Tipperary Leader Partnership 1,846,281 
Offaly Integrated Local Dev Co. Ltd. 0 
Roscommon Integrated Development Company 2,322,211 
South and East Cork Area Dev Ltd. 2,207,587 
South Kerry Development Ltd. 2,042,164 
South Tipperary Local Development Co Ltd 1,239,330 
South West Mayo Development Company Ltd 945,313 
Waterford Leader Partnership Ltd. 1,151,592 
West Cork Development Partnership Ltd. 722,795 
West Limerick Resources Ltd 2,056,933 
Westmeath Community Development Ltd 547,035 
Wexford Local Development 382,785 
  - €42,123,522 

Once this exercise is complete my Department will then be in a position to establish the re-
maining balance of funding in the RDP and will notify each LDC of their allocation to the end 
of the Programme. 

01/05/2013WRH01700Local Government Fund

01/05/2013WRH0180069. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will indicate the formula for the way the discretionary fund amounting 
to 35% of revenues directed to the local government fund will be allocated by his Department; 
if there will be a specific needs and resources model employed to decide the way that funds will 
be directed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20300/13]

01/05/2013WRH01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume that the Question refers to general purpose grants from the Local Government 
Fund. General purpose grants are my Department’s contribution towards meeting the cost to 
local authorities of providing a reasonable level of services to their customers.  Local authori-
ties’ cost and income bases vary significantly from one another and calculating an appropriate 
distribution of these grants is complex. General purpose grants are structured to bring about 
equalisation over time; that is a position of balance where the financial needs of local authorities 
are met by their resources and they are able to provide an appropriate level of service to their 
customers.   In determining these grants a number of factors are taken into account including 
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the overall funding available for this purpose, the estimated cost to each authority of providing a 
reasonable level of services to their customers, the income each authority should generate from 
local sources and the necessity to provide each authority with a baseline allocation that supports 
its financial stability.   

 Some €640 million in general purpose grants has been allocated to local authorities for 
2013.  In addition, local authorities will retain some €76 million in pension related deductions 
in 2013.  I am satisfied that the general purpose allocations provided for 2013, together with the 
income available from other sources, will enable local authorities to provide a reasonable level 
of services to their customers.   

01/05/2013WRH02000Property Taxation Exemptions

01/05/2013WRH0210070. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will confirm that under his Department’s guidelines for a house claiming 
exemption from property tax that it will be sufficient that a structural report by a chartered 
engineer containing opinion that damage to house is due to pyrite induced heave together with 
a hardcore test result showing pyrite content above the IS-398 threshold level be provided for 
exemption from property tax. [20426/13]

01/05/2013WRH02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 416 of 30 April 2013 which sets out the position in 
this matter. 

01/05/2013WRJ00150Rural Development Programme Funding

01/05/2013WRJ0020071. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
cé mhéid airgid atá fágtha le ceadú ag Comhar na nOileán Teo. faoin gClár Leader, mion-
dealaithe idir Oileáin agus mórthír Chonamara agus de réir na míreanna sa gClár; cén uair a 
bheidh cead acu an t-airgead seo a cheadú; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20458/13]

01/05/2013WRJ00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following a thorough examination of project activity under the LEADER elements of 
the Rural Development Programme (RDP) I announced, on 24 April 2013, the lifting of the 
embargo on project approvals.  The completion of this review has facilitated the immediate 
issuing of RDP contracts for approximately €42 million worth of projects which have been ap-
proved by the Boards of the Local Development Companies (LDCs) and have all the necessary 
approvals in place.

The LDCs contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP have been allowed two 
weeks to notify my Department as to whether all of the projects within this €42 million are 
ready to proceed. Once this exercise is complete my Department will then be in a position to 
establish the remaining balance of funding in the RDP and will notify each LDC, including 
Comhar na nOilean, of their allocation to the end of the Programme.  A specific amount of the 
funding, the amount of which will be determined as part of this final allocation process, will be 
allocated to Gaeltacht areas including those in Co Galway.  This funding will address projects 
previously approved for funding by MFG as a priority with any outstanding allocations distrib-
uted by relevant LDCs to new Gaeltacht projects. 

01/05/2013WRJ00350Homelessness Strategy
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01/05/2013WRJ0040072. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the steps he is taking to achieve the goal of eliminating long-term homeless-
ness by 2016. [20490/13]

01/05/2013WRJ00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I recently published a Homelessness Policy Statement 
in which I outlined the Government’s aim to end long-term homelessness by the end of 2016.  
The statement emphasises a housing-led approach which is about accessing permanent housing 
as the primary response to all forms of homelessness.  The availability and supply of secure, 
affordable and adequate housing is essential in ensuring sustainable tenancies and ending long-
term homelessness.  When I published the statement, I announced a set of indicators which will 
be used to demonstrate the dynamics of homelessness as it is addressed.  These indicators will 
give a clearer picture of homelessness in Ireland, and, in quantifying its on-going extent, will 
support the bringing forward of realistic and practical solutions.

While it is clear that a proportion of funding must be used to provide sufficient bed capac-
ity to accommodate those in need of emergency accommodation, it is equally important that 
resources are channelled to deliver more permanent responses in a more focused and strategic 
way.  The arrangements for devolving homelessness funding to the lead housing authority in 
each of the 9 regions in 2013 will seek to ensure that the measures being pursued by housing 
authorities reflect the housing-led approach, that actions are in place towards achieving the tar-
get of ending long-term homelessness by the end of 2016, and that evidence to support progress 
will be presented through the reports on the indicators.  I established a high-level three-person 
oversight group for the purpose of reviewing the progress of the approach being advocated in 
the statement, reviewing progress with indicators, identifying obstacles and proposing solu-
tions.

  Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 68.

01/05/2013WRJ00650Departmental Funding

01/05/2013WRJ0070074. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of money provided in the Estimates this year to cover costs directly 
related to the contribution to social partnership of various groups funded by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20476/13]

01/05/2013WRJ00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My Department provides funding to groups to facilitate engagement with the Social Part-
nership process to cover costs directly related to their contribution to policy-making that is not 
funded by any other sources.  In 2013 I am providing funding of €565,200 to the members of 
the Community & Voluntary pillar of the Social Partnership process.  My Department provided 
funding of €180,000 to support the Environmental Pillar of Social Partnership in 2012.  This 
funding was provided from the Environment Fund.  The allocation for the Environmental Pillar 
for 2013 has not yet been finalised.   

The table details the amount allocated to each group of the Community and Voluntary Pillar:

Name of Organisation 2013 Allocation € 
Social Justice Ireland (CORI) 73476 
The Wheel 73476 
INOU 41448 
St Vincent de Paul 41448 
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Name of Organisation 2013 Allocation € 
Disability Federation of Ireland 30144 
Irish Council for Social Housing 30144 
The Carers Association 30144 
Age Action Ireland 30144 
National Youth Council of Ireland 18840 
National Association of Building Co-Operatives (NABCO) 18840 
Childrens Rights Alliance 18840 
Irish Rural Link 73476 
National Women’s Council of Ireland 18840 
Community Platform 18840 
Protestant Aid 14130 
Irish Senior Citizens Parliament 14130 
Congress Centres Network 18840 
Total €565,200 

01/05/2013WRJ00850Overseas Development Aid Policy

01/05/2013WRJ0090075. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will provide an outline of his new Irish aid policy, One World One Future; when he expects 
this policy to be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20690/13]

01/05/2013WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The recently agreed Policy for International Development, One World, One Future, sets out 
the principles, goals and priority areas for action which will guide the Government’s efforts in 
the coming years.  The Policy is based on the Review of the White Paper on Irish Aid last year, 
one of the commitments contained in the Programme for Government.  In this Review, we as-
sessed the changed context, globally and here at home, and examined carefully the evidence 
and experience of recent years as well as the contributions made during the public consultation 
period. One World, One Future will be launched tomorrow, Thursday, 2 May by the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore TD and me.  The policy will be 
available publicly on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and Irish Aid websites.  It 
will reaffirm Ireland’s commitment to international development and build on the solid founda-
tion of our overseas aid programme, which has been recognised internationally for its focus on 
poverty and hunger, especially in sub-Saharan Africa.

The new Policy will also set out clearly the Government’s intention to situate aid within the 
evolving international development context and to build more rounded and mature partnerships 
with developing countries.  We will do this while maintaining the focus on the poorest, the hun-
gry and malnourished as well as those affected by conflict, insecurity and humanitarian emer-
gencies.  We will be seeking greater prioritisation in the use of our resources, coherence across 
Government Departments, and full value for money, transparency and accountability in the 
implementation of the new Policy. Above all, we will be making a strong commitment to use 
our voice, our influence, and our capacity in pursuing a vision of a sustainable and just world.

01/05/2013WRJ01050Property Taxation Exemptions

01/05/2013WRJ0110076. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the residents of building 
(details supplied) in Dublin 5 will have to pay the property tax as it is a protected building. 
[20735/13]
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01/05/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I draw the Deputy’s attention to my re-
ply to a similar Question raised by him yesterday, Tuesday 30 April, where I clarified that there 
is no specific exemption from LPT for protected buildings or listed buildings.  Owners of these 
residential properties are liable to pay the tax on their properties in the same way as any other 
residential property owner.  As LPT is a self-assessed tax, it will be a matter for the property 
owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property 
in question.  

01/05/2013WRJ01250Departmental Schemes

01/05/2013WRJ0130077. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the take up of the employment 
and investment incentive and seed capital scheme; the number that have availed of same; his 
plans to incentivise potential employers and businesses to dramatically increase the demand for 
this scheme which has much potential for job creation. [20787/13]

01/05/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Employment and Investment In-
centive (EII) and Seed Capital Scheme (SCS) commenced on 25 November 2011.  Prior to this 
the Business Expansion Scheme (BES) was in operation.  For the year 2012 the estimated cost 
to the Exchequer for the EII was €4m in respect of €13.4m invested by 376 investors.  The cost 
of the BES scheme was €12.9m in respect of €31.5m invested by 984 investors and the cost of 
the SCS was €1.2m in respect of €3.2m invested by 58 investors.

In the recent Budget I announced a 10 point tax reform plan to help small business.  One of 
the measures in this plan is the extension of the EII and SCS from their current expiration date 
of the end of 2013 to the end of 2020 in order to provide certainty to investors and companies.  
As these schemes are state aid schemes, the approval of the European Commission is required. 
In addition, I also announced the inclusion of hotels, guest houses and self-catering accommo-
dation in the EII, subject to certain conditions.

The Government’s commitment to this 10 point plan is reinforced in the Action Plan for 
Jobs 2013.  The scheme has also been publicised by the Revenue Commissioners in a leaflet en-
titled “Supporting Job Creation and other Enterprise Supports” and by the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation in a leaflet entitled “Financial Support for Irish Business”.

01/05/2013WRJ01450Tax Compliance

01/05/2013WRJ0150078. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 259 of 16 April 2013, regarding prosecutions for non filling of returns, the num-
ber of unsuccessful prosecutions since 2008, and the number of companies prosecuted, overall, 
defended by free legal aid since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20544/13]

01/05/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners statistics are not maintained centrally in a manner which would enable this question 
to be answered in the time allowed.  By way of general comment, the Commissioners have 
advised me that, in relation to returns filing prosecutions, the number of instances where the 
taxpayer/defendant was acquitted would be very low.  For example, in the Dublin area, between 
the years 2008 and 2012 inclusive, and to date in 2013, a total of 4 taxpayers/defendants were 
acquitted of all charges relating to non-filing of returns.  The granting of free legal aid is a 
matter for the courts, but the Commissioners are not aware of any instance since 2008 where a 
company prosecuted for non-filing of returns by the Revenue Commissioners has been granted 
free legal aid by the courts.  The Commissioners will contact the Deputy directly with further 
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data as soon as possible.

01/05/2013WRK00200State Banking Sector

01/05/2013WRK0030079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the impact on the percent-
age of the company owned by the State that the payment by AIB of the €280 million dividend 
preference share dividend due to the State in the form of additional ordinary shares; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20548/13]

01/05/2013WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Allied Irish Banks (AIB) announced on 
24 April 2013 that the annual cash dividend of €280 million on the €3.5 billion 2009 Non Cu-
mulative Preference Shares held by the National Pensions Reserve Fund Commission (NPRFC) 
on behalf of the Irish State, due 13 May 2013 will not be paid.  As a result AIB becomes obliged 
to issue and allot ordinary shares to the NPRFC in accordance with the Bank’s Articles of As-
sociation. The number of Bonus Shares to be issued will be calculated by dividing the unpaid 
dividend amount of €280m on the 2009 Preference Shares by the average price on an ordinary 
share over the period of thirty days trading immediately preceding the annual dividend date. 
The final amount of Bonus Issue of ordinary shares will therefore be announced in due course. 
However as the Irish State, through the NPRFC already own 99.8% of the ordinary shares of 
AIB, the increase in ownership as a result of these new bonus shares is likely to be marginal.

01/05/2013WRK00500Property Taxation Application

01/05/2013WRK0060080. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if he has received a letter from 
Comhdhaíl Oileáin na hÉireann outlining the reasons that there should be a reduced local prop-
erty tax on the offshore islands; his response to this letter and the reasons for same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20580/13]

01/05/2013WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I confirm I have received the letter 
mentioned by the Deputy.  The position is as follows.  The Government decided that a universal 
liability should apply to all owners of residential property with a limited number of exemptions, 
in order to keep the rate of the tax as low as possible.  There is no reduced rate for residents of 
islands per se.

The LPT is a self-assessed tax and it is a matter for the property owner, in the first instance, 
to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property.  The 
charge to LPT is based on the chargeable value of the residential property and this is defined in 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) as the price that the unencumbered fee 
simple of a residential property might be expected to fetch on a sale on the open market were 
that property to be sold on the valuation date of 1 May 2013, in a manner that would secure the 
best possible price for the property.

The location of a property on an island is a factor which could be taken into account in de-
termining its value.

Where a property owner makes their property valuation in an honest and reasonable man-
ner, that valuation will not be challenged by Revenue, in accordance with its normal Customer 
Service Charter.

01/05/2013WRK00800Banking Operations
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01/05/2013WRK0090081. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the right a citizen has to a bank 
account. [20600/13]

01/05/2013WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Currently any Irish citizen can open 
a bank account upon proof of address and identity. When opening a current bank account the 
bank is obliged to comply with identification requirements of the Criminal Justice (Money 
Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010. Customers can present a wide range of forms 
of photographic identification and proof of address. Indeed the General Principles of the Con-
sumer Protection Code requires that customers of regulated entities including banks are not 
prevented from accessing basic financial services.  My Department recently piloted a Standard 
Bank Account and it is planned to roll out this product on a national basis by the end of 2013. 
The Standard Bank Account is a current bank account aimed at the financially excluded in Irish 
society. During the pilot period of the Standard Bank Account the participating banks dealt with 
customers who may not have had identification which met the ideal requirements but could use 
the alternative forms of identification that were acceptable under the Anti-Money Laundering 
Acts. Once this product is rolled out on a national basis this should further facilitate those wish-
ing to open a bank account in Ireland.

At the European level, the European Commission are expected to publish in early May, 
legislative proposals referred to as ‘The Bank Account Package’, which aim to improve access 
to basic financial services and make other improvements to policies on bank accounts across 
Europe. A particularly relevant proposal which is expected in this Commission initiative is that 
access to a current bank account should become a right for all EU citizens. As Presidency of 
the European Council, Ireland will open discussions on this and my Department will give these 
proposals the necessary impetus they deserve.

01/05/2013WRK01100Mortgage Debt

01/05/2013WRK0120082. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgage accounts 
outstanding on primary dwelling homes by the banks and financial institutions; the number of 
mortgage accounts issued by retail credit firms; if he will provide the total number of primary 
dwelling home mortgages in the country; the total value of the balance on these accounts at the 
end of December 2012; the number and the percentage in arrears over 90 days divided between 
banks and financial institutions, retail credit firms and local authorities; if he will provide the 
names of the institutions referred to as retail credit firms; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20602/13]

01/05/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has information me 
that the number of mortgage accounts for both banks and retail credit firms and outstanding 
balances at December 2012 are as follows:

Banks Number of Accounts Outstanding Balance €(000)
Total 774,765 107,395,205
In arrears over 90 days 86,422 (10·88%) 15,662,222
Retail Credit Firms - -
Total  17,331 3,387,384
In arrears over 90 days  8,066 (1·02%) 1,792,726

The names of institutions referred to as retail credit firms are as follows:

- Haven Mortgage Limited
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- Nua Homeloans Limited

- Pepper Financing Corporation Limited

- Secured Property Loans Limited

- Springboard Mortgages Limited

- Start Mortgages Limited

- Stepstone Mortgage Services Limited

I would refer the Deputy to the Central Banks website which contains detailed information 
and statistics on residential mortgage arrears and other relevant information.

01/05/2013WRK01400Tax Code

01/05/2013WRK0150083. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if cohabiting partners can share 
their tax credit and tax bands in order that a cohabiting couple will not be disadvantaged in 
comparison to the civil solidarity pact available in France or other countries where a cohabiting 
couple can file joint assessment for taxes in the same manner as married couples; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20604/13]

01/05/2013WRK01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that current tax legisla-
tion does not recognise civil solidarity pacts such as are available in France or other countries.  
Where a couple is cohabiting rather than married or in a civil partnership they are treated as 
separate and unconnected individuals for the purpose of income tax. Each partner is a separate 
entity for tax purposes and, therefore, cohabiting couples cannot file joint assessment tax re-
turns or share their tax credits and tax bands in the same manner as married couples.  The basis 
for the current tax treatment of married couples derives from the Supreme Court decision in 
Murphy vs. Attorney general (1980), which held that it was contrary to the Constitution for a 
married couple, both of whom are working, to pay more tax than two single people living to-
gether and having the same income.

However, a cohabiting couple where both partners are working get, in total, the same tax 
credits as a married couple or couple in a civil partnership (i.e. €3,300).  In addition, the same 
amount of income is subject to tax at the 20% rate (i.e. €32,800 each). This equates to the 
€65,600 threshold in the case of a married couple or couple in a civil partnership.

If both cohabitants earn in excess of the standard rate band (i.e. €32,800), then they both pay 
tax at 41% on any income in excess of €32,800.  Married couples or couples in a civil partner-
ship where both work get the same treatment.

The difference between the two groups is the ability of married couples or civil partners to 
transfer certain tax credits such as the personal/married credits and part of the tax bands, i.e. the 
tax band of €65,600 available to married couples or couples in a civil partnership with two in-
comes in 2013 is transferable between spouses up to a maximum of €41,800.  This is of benefit 
where one of the individuals earns less than the 20% tax threshold of €32,800 or where one of 
the individuals has no income.

01/05/2013WRK01700Property Taxation Collection
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01/05/2013WRK0180084. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that the your 
guide to local property tax and how to pay and file document is amended to clarify that persons 
may pay by cheque and the completed LPT return with the cheque attached for the full amount 
can be sent to the LPT branch, PO Box 1, Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20607/13]

01/05/2013WRK01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Revenue Commissioners have 
made a wide range of payment options available, which means liable persons can choose a 
method of payment that suits their circumstances.  The Local Property Tax (LPT) can be paid 
by way of phased payments or in full - for example, by way of a Single Debit Authority which 
is the equivalent of an electronic cheque.  The Single Debit Authority option is available to all 
liable persons whether they complete the paper or electronic LPT Return.  I am informed by 
the Revenue Commissioners that those who submit a paper LPT Return can also choose to pay 
their LPT liability by cheque.  The LPT booklet accompanying the letters and LPT Returns that 
recently issued to liable persons explains on page 15 that payment of LPT can be made in full 
by cheque.  Customers are instructed to include the cheque when submitting their Return to the 
LPT Branch, PO Box 1, Limerick.  Further guidance for those who elect to pay their LPT li-
ability by cheque is available on the Revenue website, including advice to customers to include 
their Property ID and PPSN on the back of cheque.  I understand that some property owners 
have already paid in full by cheque.

I am satisfied that the Revenue Commissioners have put a significant amount of information 
into the public domain on payment options and both the LPT Return and booklet covers this in 
some detail.  It is also open to any property owner who has a query on any aspect of the various 
payment options to call Revenue’s dedicated LPT Helpline on 1890 200 255.

01/05/2013WRK02000Tax Residency Issues

01/05/2013WRK0210085. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons deemed 
non resident for tax purposes in the Revenue records; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20608/13]

01/05/2013WRK02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that for the tax year 2011, the latest year for which figures are available, the number 
of persons who have filed tax returns indicating that they are non-resident for tax purposes is 
12,073.  It is important to note that the circumstances of individuals who are non-resident for 
tax purposes but who file tax returns can vary widely. They include, for example,

- Irish nationals who have moved abroad for work reasons but who retain their home here 
(their tax return is generally only in respect of rental income on their Irish home);

- foreign nationals who never resided here but who have investments (including property) 
here;

- foreign nationals who worked here for a period and who may have acquired Irish tax resi-
dence for that period (for example, individuals who worked here on a temporary assignment) 
may retain an Irish tax liability, after ceasing to be resident, in respect of investments made in 
Ireland during their period of residence.

01/05/2013WRK02300Banking Operations
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01/05/2013WRK0240086. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the guidelines that exist for 
banks regarding lodgements they can refuse to accept, that is, packs of coins under a certain 
value or coins as part of priority lodgments for businesses.; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20634/13]

01/05/2013WRK02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance, have no statu-
tory role in relation to regulated financial institutions refusing to accept lodgements of packs of 
coins as raised by the Deputy.  It is a commercial matter for each institution concerned how it 
conducts individual transactions.  However, I have been advised by the Central Bank that Sec-
tion 10 of the Economic and Monetary Union Act 1998 states that: “no person, other than the 
Central Bank of Ireland and such persons as may be designated by the Minister by order, shall 
be obliged to accept more than 50 coins denominated in euro or in cent in any single transac-
tion.”

01/05/2013WRL00150Property Taxation Administration

01/05/2013WRL0020087. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance where there is a delay on the 
part of the Revenue Commissioners issuing a notice of estimate in respect of the local property 
tax to a taxpayer, if flexibility will be shown to the taxpayer in relation to the difficulty such 
a delay poses in filing the Form LPT1 by the deadline; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20652/13]

01/05/2013WRL0030092. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the delay in issuing the 
notice of estimate of local property tax in respect of some residential properties; the number of 
notices that have yet to issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20686/13]

01/05/2013WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 and 
92 together.

A key aspect of the work undertaken by Revenue was the development of a comprehensive 
register of residential properties in the State.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that since 11 March 2013 Revenue has used this Register to issue LPT Returns and supplemen-
tary information to owners of 1.66 million residential properties.  The bulk issue of LPT Re-
turns is complete.  However the register will continue to be updated as properties are identified 
and matched, for example from late payers of the Household Charge, amendments to records 
where the correct liable property owner is made known to Revenue, and as new sources of in-
formation on residential property owners are made available to Revenue.

As I have indicated to the House on a number of occasions, most recently in my reply to 
Question No. 240 on 23 April, liable persons who have not yet received an LPT Return from 
Revenue must still self-assess the amount of LPT due, complete and file their LPT Return by the 
relevant deadline, and pay the tax due.  They should contact the LPT helpline 1890 200 255 or 
they can login to LPT online at www.revenue.ie and file a return by clicking on the “I have not 
received a Property PIN” tab.  In my reply I also indicated that the logistics of ensuring that the 
chosen payment option can be activated in good time for the July payments dates determine the 
paper filing closing date of 7 May.  The e-filing closing date of 28 May is the de facto extension.

The requirements to self-assess and file an LPT return even if a property owner does not 
receive a Return form from Revenue, and the telephone filing arrangements, were set out in 
national and local newspaper advertisements two weeks ago.  I am satisfied that this range of 
filing and payment options provides property owners with the opportunity to meet their LPT 
obligations.
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01/05/2013WRL00450Carbon Tax Collection

01/05/2013WRL0050088. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline his plans for in-
troducing carbon taxation on coal; if he has considered the implications of such a development 
on cross-Border imports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20668/13]

01/05/2013WRL00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Solid fuel carbon tax will be charged on 
all solid fuels supplied in the State, regardless of whether the fuel products are Irish made or im-
ported.  Solid fuel is defined under section 77 of the Finance Act 2010, as amended and means 
coal or peat.  Coal is further defined to include coal and lignite, solid fuel manufactured from 
coal and lignite, and any other energy product within the meaning of Article 2.1 of Council Di-
rective 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 in solid form.  Peat means peat falling within CN Code 
2703 of the Combined Nomenclature of the European Communities referred to in Article 1 of 
Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 of 23 July 1987, as amended by Commission Regula-
tion (EC) No. 2031/2001 of 6 August 2001 and includes any solid fuel manufactured from peat.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the Air Pollution Act, 1987 (Marketing, 
Sale and Distribution of Fuels)(Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 270 of 2011), made by 
the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, specifies the standards for 
coal placed on the market and extends the regulatory framework in relation to the distribution 
and sale of coal in the State.  Under the Regulations, all coal suppliers are obliged to register 
with the Environmental Protection Agency and comply with sulphur content and packaging 
standards.  In particular, the sulphur content of coal that may be sold in the State, which is not 
more than 0.7% sulphur by weight, is lower than that in Northern Ireland and therefore coal 
supplied to Northern Ireland standards for sale on that market may not be sold in the State.  
Compliance with the Regulations will be enforced by the Local Authorities.

The Revenue Commissioners, who are responsible for the collection of carbon tax on solid 
fuels, also advise me that on commencement of the carbon tax provisions under the Finance Act 
2010, any Northern Ireland-based wholesaler of solid fuels selling into the market in Ireland 
will be obliged to register as a supplier and comply with the same regulatory requirements as 
wholesalers based in the State.  Such suppliers will be obliged to make returns on solid fuels 
supplied in the State in the accounting period concerned and pay the amount of carbon tax due 
in respect of that supply.

01/05/2013WRL00650Bond Redemption

01/05/2013WRL0070089. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will release all ma-
terials in the possession of his Department and the Central Bank of Ireland which reference 
payments and redemptions made by the Government or Irish banks, from September 2008 
onwards, to holders of senior bonds which were issued by covered Irish banks before the State 
guarantee, that is, payments of senior debt issued prior to September 2008, redeemed after 
September 2008 and reference the European Central Bank, for example, correspondence to or 
from the ECB on the matter of paying senior unguaranteed bondholders; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20669/13]

01/05/2013WRL00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that my De-
partment has already provided details of bonds held and redeemed by the covered institutions.  
The responses to PQ numbers 38256/12, 36107/12, 19595/12, 7451/12, 5160/12, 4207/12, 
34441/11, provide a comprehensive list of the bonds, value date, maturity date etc. on an insti-
tution by institution basis for specific dates as well as the position in relation to the identity of 
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bondholders.  A response to PQ number 19875/13 sets out the position in relation to outstanding 
debt at the time of the IBRC liquidation indicates the treatment of such debt in the liquidation 
process.  I will forward copies of the response for the Deputy’s convenience. 

 The Deputy will also be aware that there were discussions with our external partners on the 
issue of payment to bondholders.  I have advised the House on a number of occasions that our 
European partners expressed strong reservations about burden sharing with senior bondholders 
and the rationale for this position.  I have also advised the House that the position is that there is 
no private sector involvement for senior bank paper or Irish Sovereign debt without the agree-
ment of our external partners.  This commitment has been agreed with our external partners and 
is now the basis on which Ireland’s future financing strategy is built.  Finally, in this vein and in 
the time constraints of the PQ process, no correspondence to or from the ECB has been identi-
fied that relates specifically to paying senior unguaranteed bondholders.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to retrieve and assess all relevant materials 
in the possession of my Department in the timeframe provided by  the Parliamentary Question 
(PQ).  However, if further information is required the Deputy could write directly to me or my 
Department detailing his requirements and the matter will be considered.

01/05/2013WRL00850National Payments Plan Implementation

01/05/2013WRL0090090. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an outline of 
the Central Bank of Ireland’s new national payments plan; if he intends to abandon one cent and 
two cent coins; if he has identified a town where the pilot scheme is not carrying such coins; if 
he intends to put roundings to the nearest five cent on a statutory footing; if he has examined 
similar schemes in other jurisdictions that have worked; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20676/13]

01/05/2013WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In 2011, I requested that the Central 
Bank examine ways to improve Ireland’s payment infrastructure.  The Central Bank estab-
lished a Steering Committee which prepared and submitted the National Payments Plan to me.  
Government subsequently approved the plan in April 2013.  A copy has been sent to all TDs 
and Senators and is available online at http://www.centralbank.ie/paycurr/paysys/Documents/
National%20Payments%20Plan%20-%20Final%20Version.pdf.  The National Payments Plan 
will target improving consumer payments systems, modernising business payments, promot-
ing electronic payment methods, reducing costly cheque usage, increasing the efficiency of the 
use of cash and ensuring that Ireland meets its commitments under the Single European Pay-
ments Area Regulation.  The National Payments Plan outlines that if Ireland were to match best 
practice in Europe, savings of up to €1 billion per annum could be made to the economy.  This 
would result in better value for the customer, lower back-office administration cost for Govern-
ment, lower administration cost for business and lower operating costs for financial institutions.

On the specific query that the Deputy has raised, the National Payments Plan has made a 
recommendation that issues surrounding the use of one and two cent coins in Ireland will be 
investigated.  The National Payments Plan does not envisage that one and two cent coins would 
be abandoned; they would remain legal tender.

The Steering Committee intends to trial the use of a rounding convention in a pilot project.  
The location for the pilot project has not yet been identified.  The rounding convention that will 
be trialled in the pilot is entirely voluntary on the part of both consumers and retailers.  A change 
in the legal tender status of these coins requires action at EU level.  Consideration of this issue 
is currently ongoing at EU level but discussions have not yet concluded.  Any action to roll out 
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nationally will be done fully in consultation with our EU partners.

In developing the National Payments Plan, the Steering Committee examined other juris-
dictions in the EU and also outside the EU.  The pilot project will be developed along the lines 
of the approach adopted in The Netherlands, which has substantially reduced the use of one 
and two cent coins.  This involves retailers and customers voluntarily agreeing to a rounding 
convention, which avoids the use of one and two cent coins without banning their use.  A deci-
sion on whether or not to roll this out nationally would be taken by Government only following 
completion of the pilot.

01/05/2013WRL01050Property Taxation Collection

01/05/2013WRL0110091. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will request An Post to 
facilitate the payment of the local property tax through An Post savings stamps;; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20685/13]

01/05/2013WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Savings Stamps Scheme is a mat-
ter for An Post.  I am advised by An Post that the scheme is a facility for customers to save up 
amounts for the sole purpose of making a deposit to a Post Office Savings Scheme, and that 
Savings Stamps are primarily bought by school children in schemes operated by many primary 
schools.  Savings Stamps cannot be redeemed for cash or used as a payment method for any 
other service.  Accordingly, the Savings Stamps Scheme cannot be used to pay Local Property 
Tax (LPT).  I do not propose to request that An Post change the scheme.  Local Property Tax 
(LPT) can be paid through An Post TaxPay, as well as through two other approved payment 
service providers, Payzone and Omnivend.  The appointed service providers have extensive na-
tionwide outlets and can process payment of LPT either in full as a single payment or by phased 
payments on a weekly or monthly basis as best suits individual needs, subject to the payment of 
transaction charges for the service.

Other phased payments options are available.  With effect from 1 July 2013 payment of LPT 
can be made by way of deduction at source from employment, occupational pension income, 
or from certain payments made by the Departments of Social Protection and Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.  Phased payments can also be made by way of direct debit from the property 
owner’s current account in a bank or other financial institution, including a credit union.

  Question No. 92 answered with Question No. 87.

01/05/2013WRL01350Tax Rebates

01/05/2013WRL0140093. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if a medical expenses tax re-
fund will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20725/13]

01/05/2013WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the medical expenses claim submitted by the person concerned for 2012 has been 
processed and a refund will issue shortly.  The refund being issued will be adjusted to take ac-
count of a small amount of tax due for 2011 and was previously notified to the taxpayer.

01/05/2013WRL01550Property Taxation Exemptions
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01/05/2013WRL0160094. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if there are any exemptions to 
the property tax for persons with disabilities who have had to have their homes adapted; if he 
will outline the exemptions available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20727/13]

01/05/2013WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to my detailed reply 
to similar questions, No. 115 on 27 March (15664/13) and No. 231 on 16 April (16212/13).  
The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides two potential measures of 
relief from Local Property Tax (LPT) for persons who have a disability.  Section 10B provides 
an exemption for permanently incapacitated individuals, while section 15A provides for a re-
duction in chargeable value for properties adapted for use by disabled persons.  Section 10B of 
the Act provides that an exemption from the charge to LPT may apply to a residential property 
purchased, built or adapted to make it suitable for occupation by a permanently and totally 
incapacitated individual as their sole or main residence, where an award has been made by the 
Personal Injuries Assessment Board or a court, or where a trust has been established, specifi-
cally for the benefit of such individuals.

Where an exemption cannot be claimed under section 10B of the Act, an incapacitated per-
son may, in certain circumstances, qualify for a reduction in the market value of their property.  
Section 15A of the Act provides for a reduction in the market value of a residential property that 
has been adapted for occupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-aided 
or approved for grant aid, by a local authority.  Full Details are available on www.revenue.ie.

01/05/2013WRM00150Mortgage Interest Rates Issues

01/05/2013WRM0020095. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene to prevent 
the future increase in mortgage interest rates as announced by a number of named banks earlier 
this week (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the hardship and distress these 
increases will have on strained mortgage holders; his views on whether this increase will drive 
further mortgages into arrears; his views on whether increases are beneficial for the economy 
as a whole; the steps he wil take to lessen this burden; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20734/13]

01/05/2013WRM00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the Government is acutely aware 
of the increasing financial stress that some households are facing in the current environment, 
ultimately the pricing of financial products, including standard variable mortgage interest rates, 
is a commercial matter for the management and the Board of the Institution. As the Deputy will 
be aware the Relationship Framework with AIB provides that the State will not intervene in the 
day-to-day operations of the bank or their management decisions. This framework is published 
on the Department of Finance website. I must ensure that the bank is run on a commercial, cost 
effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the bank as an asset to the State, as per the 
Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, the ECB 
and the IMF. Neither the Central Bank nor the Department of Finance has a statutory function 
in relation to interest rate decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular 
time.   While this decision by AIB is regrettable it is strictly a commercial decision by the board 
of AIB and I understand that this increase now brings AIB in line with the market average. The 
standard variable rates charged by the Irish banks are significantly below the equivalent rates 
by banks in the rest of the euro area, even though many of these banks have far lower funding 
costs. 

It must be remembered that in order to fund mortgages the bank must borrow at current 
wholesale and deposit rates which are currently higher than the ECB base rate and the bank 
must ensure that the rate it lends at is economically sustainable and provides a return for the 
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bank and ultimately the State as its shareholder. It would not be fair for 2.1 million taxpayers to 
subsidise 138,000 owner occupier mortgages, especially when the vast majority of these mort-
gage holders can afford to pay their mortgages.

I understand that the Central Bank of Ireland pays attention to the effect of any increases in 
the standard variable rate, on mortgage arrears and would no doubt be concerned if banks were 
exacerbating their arrears problem and as such impairing their on-going viability, from such 
actions.

Question No. 96 withdrawn.

01/05/2013WRM00450Liquor Licence Applications

01/05/2013WRM0050097. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of times in the 
past 13 years the Revenue Commissioners have refused to issue an intoxicating liquor licence 
to an applicant who has presented a court certificate pursuant to section 39 of the Intoxicating 
Liquor Act 2000 and the grounds in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20798/13]

01/05/2013WRM00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they may only facilitate the issue of a Licence where the appropriate Court certifi-
cate is submitted within 12 months of issue, and certain conditions, as set down in legislation, 
are met. These include:-

-   Valid Tax Clearance Certificate

-   Short Certificate of Incorporation (if Licensee is a company)

-   Certificate of Registration of Business Name.

In the event that any of these conditions are not met, the Revenue Commissioners approach 
is to engage and advise their customers of the steps necessary to resolve outstanding issues to 
facilitate the issuing of the licence. Statistics are not maintained of the number of cases which 
fail to obtain a licence at this stage in the process. The question of refusal does not arise because 
once the conditions as outlined above are met the Revenue Commissioners cannot refuse to is-
sue a licence.

01/05/2013WRM00650Tax Code

01/05/2013WRM0070098. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding administration fees; the reason it appears an administration fee is 
applied in the case of car exports but not in the case of the imports; if he will clarify the way this 
administration fee is used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20805/13]

01/05/2013WRM00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the provisions in primary legislation relating to the €500 administration charge 
are contained in section 135D(4)(b) of the Finance Act 1992 (as inserted by section 83(1)(j), 
Finance Act 2012).  The charge is applied when the Revenue Commissioners are satisfied that a 
vehicle has been permanently removed or exported from the State, when the criteria relating to 
the vehicle examination and the documentary checking has been completed and when the Reve-
nue Commissioners determine that a VRT repayment is due.   I am also advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that, unlike at import where the system is almost completely automated, there 
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is a considerable amount of administrative work involved in processing a claim for repayment 
of the VRT on a vehicle, including verification of export and re-registration in another State.  In 
addition to this ongoing work, the export repayment scheme required a significant amount of 
initial systems development, the setting up of an operational structure to examine the vehicles 
and an administrative structure to process the claims.

01/05/2013WRM00850Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

01/05/2013WRM0090099. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider raising the 
engine cc limit or removing the cc limit under the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers 
(Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20810/13]

01/05/2013WRM01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The criteria relating to the engine size 
of a vehicle and the relief available for vehicles which qualify under the Disabled Drivers and 
Passengers Scheme have been in place since 1989.  The purpose of the scheme was to provide 
for  ways in which people with a physical disability could become more mobile; it is felt that the 
present limit of 2000cc is sufficient to allow for an extensive choice of vehicle in that regard.     
Given the scale and scope of the scheme, any possible changes can only be made after careful 
consideration and with regard to the existing and prospective cost of the scheme and the avail-
able resources.

01/05/2013WRM01050Mortgage Resolution Processes

01/05/2013WRM01100100. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the actions he is taking to 
support persons who bought properties in the height of the boom and are now in serious nega-
tive equity and struggling to pay their mortgage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20811/13]

01/05/2013WRM01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In terms of significant mortgage arrears 
and difficulty, the Government has significantly advanced a number of key measures, including:

(i)   An intensification by the Central Bank of its engagement with mortgage lenders to re-
quire them to propose sustainable and durable alternative arrangements to their customers in 
mortgage arrears;

(ii)  Significant reforms to personal insolvency to make it more accessible for people with 
unsustainable personal and mortgage debt to address their position;

(iii) Reviewing the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears to provide additional safeguards 
to borrowers while also promoting and encouraging efforts by both lenders and borrowers to 
meaningfully address mortgage arrears or pre-arrears;

(iv) Mortgage to rent which is now available as a social housing response to allow people to 
remain in their house, where possible; and

(v) The provision of an independent mortgage information and advice service.

Regarding other measures to assist people in positions of negative equity, the Central Bank 
has engaged with mortgage lenders in relation to negative equity mortgages to develop a mort-
gage product that would allow home owners to sell their existing home and transfer the negative 
equity portion of the original loan to the new loan. In order to ensure that proposals in relation 
to such mortgages are consistent with the Central Bank’s consumer protection and prudential 
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policy objectives, the proposed criteria for any such facility need to be agreed in advance be-
tween mortgage lenders and the Central Bank.

While the provision of negative equity mortgages will facilitate people moving homes and 
generate transactions in the housing market, it is not expected that there will be a large take up 
of this product, as all sales must comply with the affordability and suitability provisions set out 
in the Consumer Protection Code.  It should however be noted that a decision to introduce a 
negative equity type product is a matter for each mortgage lender and is based on commercial 
and policy considerations.  At present some lenders are offering this product, while others are 
considering making such a product available.

As the Deputy is aware, the Government has also put in place a number of taxation mea-
sures to assist people with mortgages on their homes.   In the Finance Act 2010, mortgage inter-
est relief was extended up to the end of 2017 for those whose entitlement to relief was due to 
end in 2010 or after (i.e. those who purchased in 2004 or after). Accordingly, individuals who 
took out qualifying loans in the period 2004 to 2012 will continue to be entitled to mortgage 
interest relief up until the end of 2017.   

Furthermore, as you are aware, this Government is fully committed to helping address the 
particular problems faced by those that bought homes at the height of the property boom be-
tween 2004 and 2008.  In this regard, in Budget 2012, I announced my intention to fulfill the 
commitment in the Programme for Government to increase the rate of mortgage interest relief 
to 30 per cent for first time buyers who took out their first mortgage in that period.  

First time buyers will qualify for the increased rate if they made their first mortgage interest 
payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage in that period. The 
rate of tax relief on the interest paid on such loans will, for the tax years 2012 to 2017, be 30%.  
A document which illustrates the maximum gains for such individuals is available on the De-
partment of Finance’s tax policy website at http://taxpolicy.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/
Mortgage-Interest-Relief.pdf.  

01/05/2013WRM01250Banking Sector Remuneration

01/05/2013WRM01300101. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance if he will, in view of the infor-
mation that has come to light in the past week, take definitive steps to cap the salaries being re-
ceived by senior officials in the banks that have received State capitalisation; if he will provide 
a guarantee that these payments will be clamped down on; his views on whether the current 
salaries and payments being received are fair in view of the funds provided to these banks by 
the Irish taxpayer; the reason he did not exercise his vote against approving such a payment in 
an individual case in the past week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20821/13]

01/05/2013WRM01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The present policy on remuneration at 
the covered institutions dictates that no individual may receive annual aggregate remunera-
tion (excluding pension contributions) exceeding €500,000 unless specifically authorised.  This 
overarching policy is now supplemented by the inescapable conclusion arising out of the re-
cently published Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the covered institu-
tions, conducted by Mercer, that as the remaining institutions still incur losses their respective 
cost bases need to be reduced further.  This is essential if they are to return to profitability, be in 
a position to support the economy and repay the State’s investment through a return to private 
ownership.   On behalf of the Government, I directed the banks to come up with plans as to how 
they intend to address this issue in a manner that can help meet the State’s objectives.  I expect 
the value of those plans to mean a saving of 6% - 10% of total remuneration costs, through re-
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ductions in payroll and pension benefits, new working arrangements and structures that deliver 
efficiency gains.

It was in this context that I decided to abstain on the resolution referred to by the Deputy.  
I expect that any measures proposed will require sacrifices at all employee levels and strong 
leadership to be exercised by the banks in delivering in a timely manner.

01/05/2013WRM01450Polasaí Iontrála Gaelscoileanna

01/05/2013WRM01500102. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cé mhéid 
gearán atá faighte ag a Roinn ó ceapadh é mar Aire Oideachais faoi pholasaí iontrála na nGaels-
coileanna agus go mórmhór faoi scoileanna a thugann tosaíocht do pháistí a bhfuil an Ghaeilge 
acu ón gcliabhán; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20568/13]

01/05/2013WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Tá sé de fhreagracht ar na 
húdaráis bhainistíochta sna scoileanna go léir polasaí rollaithe a chur i bhfeidhm de réir an Acht 
Oideachais, 1998.  Ina leith seo, is féidir nach mbeidh an dara rogha ag Bord Bainistíochta gan 
ach páistí d’aois ar leith nó as ceantar ar leith a rollú nó, ó am go chéile, critéar de shaghas éigin 
eile a chur i bhfeidhm.  Faoi na scoileanna féin atá sé a shocrú céard iad na critéir a chuirfidh 
siad i bhfeidhm i dtosca dá leithéid.  Ní mór an próiseas roghnaithe seo agus an polasaí rollaithe 
ar a bhfuil sé bunaithe a bheith neamh-idirdhealaitheach agus ní mór iad a chur i bhfeidhm go 
cothrom i leith na n-iarratasóirí go léir.  Go hiondúil déileáltar le gearáin i dtoabh scoileanna ag 
leibhéal na scoile áitiúla.  Bíodh is go soláthraíonn an tAire Oideachais agus Scileanna maoiniú 
agus treoir polasaí do scoileanna níl cumacht agam féin ná ag mo chuid oifigeach chun gearáin 
aonair a iniúchadh, ach amháin sa chás go mbaineann an gearán le rollú a diúltaíodh, le hei-
siamh nó le cur ar fionraí, de réir Ailt 29 den Acht Oideachais, 1998.

Áit a ndiúltaíonn scoil dalta a rollú, tá sé de dhualgas ar an scoil tuismitheoirí a chur ar an 
eolas i dtaobh an chirt atá acu faoi Alt 29 den Acht Oideachais, 1998 an cinneadh sin a achom-
harc chuig an gCoiste Gairmoideachais cuí nó chuig Ard-Rúnaí mo Roinnse.  Ní choimeádann 
mo Roinnse sonraí maidir le líon na ngearán faoi Alt 29 a rinneadh go sainiúil de bharr gur thug 
scoil tosaíocht do pháistí a bhfuil Gaeilge ón gcliabhán acu.

Mar is eol don Teachta, d’fhógair mé ag Comhdhálacha Chumann na Múinteoirí go mbeidh 
mé ag tabhairt dréachtcheannteidil de bhille chun an Rialtais go gairid – An Bille Oideachais 
(Iontráil ar Scoil), 2013.  Iarrfaidh mé cead an Bille a fhoilsiú mar dhréacht chun go mbeidh 
deis ar phlé iomlán poiblí ann, ar a n-áireofar ionchuir ó Chomhchoiste an Oireachtais um 
Oideachas agus Coimirce Shóisialta agus ó na comhpháirtithe oideachais.  Tá fúm chomh maith 
dréachtrialacháin a fhoilsiú a bhfuil beartaithe agam iad a dhéanamh nuair a bheidh an Bille 
achtaithe.

Ag tabhairt na dtograithe seo ar aghaidh dom, níl sé ar intinn agam cur isteach gan gá ar 
an mbealach a ndéanann na scoileanna a ngnó.   Tá sé mar aidhm polasaí agam a chinntiú go 
gcaitear go cothrom le gach páiste agus go ndéanann na scoileanna cinneadh faoi iarratais i 
mbealach atá struchtúrtha, cothrom agus trédhearcach.  Ós rud é go bhfoilseofar an Bille agus 
na Rialacháin mar dhréachtaí, déanfar an-chuid mionscrúdaithe orthu sula rithfear le bheith 
ina ndlí iad.  Beidh mé ag machnamh go cúramach ar na tuairimí a chuirfear in iúl le linn an 
phróisis comhairlithe chun a chinntiú go mbaineann siad amach an chothromaíocht chuí idir 
neamhspleáchas na scoileanna agus cothroime inár gcóras oideachais.

01/05/2013WRN00150Gaelscoileanna Issues
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01/05/2013WRN00200103. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair a 
cheapfar foireann dearaidh do Ghaelscoil de hÍde san Órán Mór, Contae na Gaillimhe; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20569/13]

01/05/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Ar an gcéad dul síos sannfar 
bainisteoir tionscadail don tionscadal dá dtagraíonn an Teachta.  Beidh oifigigh ó mo Roinnse i 
dteagmháil leis an údarás scoile chun na chéad chéimeanna eile sa phróiseas a léiriú.

01/05/2013WRN00350School Staffing

01/05/2013WRN00400104. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the retention level 
of pupils required to retain a second classroom teacher in an island school; the level of pupils 
required for a one teacher island school to get a second teacher; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20578/13]

01/05/2013WRN00500105. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
pupils in each offshore island school, not connected by bridge to the mainland, on 30 September 
2012; the number of classroom teachers attached to each school; the number of general learning 
support hours allocated to each school; the number of resource hours allocated to each school; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20579/13]

01/05/2013WRN00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 104 and 105 together.

Teacher allocations are approved annually in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment. My Department has published the staffing arrangements at primary 
level for the 2013/14 school year in Circular 0013/2013 which is available on the Department’s 
website. This includes the appointment and retention figures (Appendix A) and the GAM/EAL 
- learning/language support allocation (Appendix C) for all schools.  The number of pupils 
required for all one teacher primary schools to gain a second classroom teacher is 17 pupils. 

Within the staffing arrangements there is special provision for island schools to retain the 
second or third classroom teaching post where the school is the only primary school remaining 
on the island.  This special provision means that unlike the generality of schools in the event 
that a reduction in the pupil numbers of an island school will result in the loss of the second or 
third classroom teaching post in the school, the post may be retained subject to certain pupil 
retention levels.

In the case of the second mainstream post the total number of pupils must be at 8 or above 
and the school must be the only primary school remaining on the island. For all other primary 
schools this figure is currently 17 pupils. In the case of the third classroom post the total number 
of pupils must be at 45 or above and the school must be the only primary school remaining on 
the island. For all other primary schools this figure is currently 54 pupils. This information is 
set out at Section 3 of Circular 0013/2013. There is detailed historical information contained in 
the Statistics Section of my Department’s website relating to the number of pupils and teach-
ing posts in schools. The most recent published information relates to the 2011/2012 school 
year and is available at http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/. Figures for the 
2012/2013 academic year are currently being compiled and will be available during the sum-
mer of 2013. The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local 
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports. The resource hours allocation for each school is 
published on the NCSE website.
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01/05/2013WRN00650Value for Money Reviews

01/05/2013WRN00700106. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the recommendations of the value for money report on small primary schools; the main conclu-
sions of the report including the educational achievements of the past pupils of these schools; 
the decision he intends making on foot of this report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20584/13]

01/05/2013WRN00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The report of the Value for 
Money review of small primary schools is currently being finalised.  Once I have received and 
considered the Report, I intend to bring it to Cabinet for deliberation.  The Deputy will appre-
ciate that, until I receive the Report and until the normal Cabinet protocol in relation to it has 
been observed, I am not in a position to comment on the contents.  However, the Report will be 
published in due course in line with normal procedures.

01/05/2013WRN00850Special Educational Needs Services Provision

01/05/2013WRN00900107. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide support services to children with Down’s syndrome. [20598/13]

01/05/2013WRN01000113. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the educational 
supports available for children with Downs Syndrome; his views on requests for his Depart-
ments to recognise Downs Syndrome in its own right for the purpose of accessing educational 
supports and access to the maximum allocation of resources hours; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20720/13]

01/05/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 107 and 113 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05. Pupils with Down syn-
drome may be allocated resources under the category of mild general learning disability, or 
under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or Assessed Syndrome, in conjunc-
tion with another Low Incidence disability. There is not presently a distinct disability category 
of Down syndrome for resource allocation purposes.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
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with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming weeks. 

01/05/2013WRN01150Student Grant Scheme Administration

01/05/2013WRN01200108. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
existing personnel who have gained experience administering third level grants under Student 
Universal Support Ireland during the past 12 months who are to be retained by SUSI for the 
2013-14 academic year; and the total number of personnel to be employed by SUSI to process 
grants when the new cycle of grant applications commence. [20609/13]

01/05/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from SUSI that 
a total of 59 staff with previous experience are to be retained for the 2013/14 academic year.  
Due to the cyclical nature of work associated with student grants,  the staffing levels are under 
continuous review by SUSI and the staffing levels to be engaged between now and October are 
part of this on-going review. 

01/05/2013WRN01350School Staffing Appeals Mechanism

01/05/2013WRN01400109. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a deci-
sion has been made on the appeal regarding a teacher allocation in respect of a school (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20648/13]

01/05/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the allo-
cation of teachers to schools is published annually on the Department’s website. The key factor 
for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The 
staffing arrangements for the coming school year 2013/14 are set out in Circular 0013/2013 
which is available on the website. The staffing arrangements also include an appeals mecha-
nism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 
The appeals criteria are also set out in Circular 0013/2013. The school referred to by the Deputy 
submitted an appeal to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board. The Board rejected the appeal at its 
meeting on the 27th/28th March 2013. The school has been notified in this regard. The Primary 
Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.

01/05/2013WRN01550Special Education Review

01/05/2013WRN01600110. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sup-
port St. Michael’s centre for autism, Trim, County Meath, in its efforts to implement the July 
programme. [20679/13]

01/05/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Participation in my Depart-
ment’s July Provision Scheme is an option for all special schools and mainstream primary 
schools with special classes catering for children with autism or severe to profound general 
learning disability that choose to extend their education services through the month of July. 
All qualifying schools have now been invited to participate in the 2013 scheme and application 
forms will issue this week to schools intending to participate. Any application which may be 
made by the school referred to by the Deputy will be considered on receipt of this application 
form.
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01/05/2013WRO00150Schools Building Projects Status

01/05/2013WRO00200111. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding will 
be sanctioned for a safe drop off area for a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20701/13]

01/05/2013WRO00300112. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding will 
be sanctioned for an extension to a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20702/13]

01/05/2013WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 111 and 112 together.  

I wish to advise the Deputy that, in general, individual school authorities are responsible, in 
the first instance, for ensuring the safety and welfare of children and others in their care.  The is-
sue of road safety measures outside the vested site areas of schools on public roads, such as road 
signage, traffic calming measures etc., is a matter, however, for the relevant Local Authority.  
Local Authorities have the power to decide on road safety measures outside schools to ensure 
that measures are in place to protect the safety of local school children.  Funding is not available 
from my Department for this purpose.  The school in question has applied to my Department for 
large scale capital funding for an extension.  In light of the need to prioritise available funding 
for the provision of additional school accommodation, the delivery of major school projects 
required to meet future demographic demand will be the main focus for capital investment in 
the coming years.  The 5 Year Construction Plan that I announced in March 2012 outlines the 
major school projects that will commence construction over the duration of the Plan.  It is not 
possible therefore at this point to indicate when a project for the school in question will be pro-
gressed.  However, school building projects, including the project in question, which have not 
been included in the five year construction programme, but which were announced for initial 
inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in 
anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the Department in future years.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 107.

01/05/2013WRO00550Schools Building Projects Status

01/05/2013WRO00600114. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will indicate 
the priority attached to a school building project wherein there is provision for the establish-
ment of a three classroom autism spectrum disorder unit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20721/13]

01/05/2013WRO00700115. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills the band rating of 
a school building project (details supplied) in County Cork; if this rating reflects the fact that 
there is provision within this project to establish a three classroom autism spectrum disorder 
unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20722/13]

01/05/2013WRO00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 114 and 115 together.  The Deputy will be aware that the school in question has applied 
to my Department for large scale capital funding for the construction of an 8 classroom school 
with a 3 classroom Special Needs/ASD unit. 

The building project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  In January, 
the project was authorised to proceed to Stage 2(b) of the architectural planning process which 
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includes making applications for planning permission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability Ac-
cess Certification and the preparation of tender documents.  The current status of all projects 
on the school building programme, including the school in question, may be viewed on my De-
partment’s website at www.education.ie and this is being updated regularly throughout the year.

Schools which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to 
my Department in future years.  The project referred to by the Deputy remains available to be 
considered for progression in that context.  Priority band ratings are attached to school building 
projects serving rapidly developing areas where there is no existing school or where existing 
provision is unable to meet the demand for places.  The next priority category  includes the 
provision of specialist accommodation for children with special needs.  

01/05/2013WRP00150School Transport Provision

01/05/2013WRP00200116. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to review 
the secondary school bus routes in view of new regulations regarding school boundaries; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20731/13]

01/05/2013WRP00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Changes to the School Transport Scheme were announced in Budget 2011 and derive from 
recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the School Transport Scheme. The main 
change to the Post Primary scheme means that from the 2012/13 school year, school transport 
eligibility for all pupils newly entering a post primary school is being determined by reference 
to the distance they reside from their nearest Post-Primary Education Centre having regard, as 
heretofore, to ethos and language. The planning and organising of school bus routes is an op-
erational matter for Bus Éireann and existing services are reviewed over the summer months. 
Arising from this review, routes may be altered or extended depending on the number and loca-
tion of eligible children who will be availing of school transport for the following school year.

01/05/2013WRP00350Schools Building Projects Status

01/05/2013WRP00400117. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
plans by his Department to facilitate the expansion of schools (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
if he will confirm the schedule to be followed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20789/13]

01/05/2013WRP00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that the schools 
referred to by the Deputy are included in the five-year School Building Programme announced 
in March 2012. The next step is the appointment of a design team and an official from my De-
partment’s School Planning and Building Unit will contact the representatives of both Boards 
of Management shortly with further details in this regard.

01/05/2013WRP00550FÁS Training Programmes

01/05/2013WRP00600118. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
that can be taken to allow Irish persons now living and working in Australia to complete their 
apprenticeships (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20800/13]
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01/05/2013WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I understand that FÁS can only accept on-the-job assessments from approved companies and 
will not approve an apprentice to complete on-the-job phases of his/her apprenticeship with 
a company operating overseas unless the company has a registered office in the Republic of 
Ireland and has been assessed and approved by FÁS. However, in limited circumstances, ap-
prentices who emigrate after completing all 7 phases of their apprenticeships, but who have not 
completed 4 years in employment with a FÁS approved employer as required for apprentice-
ship certification, can submit an application to FAS under the “Recognition of Prior Learning” 
initiative for recognition of trade related employment overseas.

01/05/2013WRP00750Flood Relief Schemes Funding

01/05/2013WRP00800119. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he intends to provide funding this year for the clearance of the Clare river in Claregalway, 
Lisheenavalla and Caherlea which was part of the programme agreed after the flooding in 2009; 
the amount that will be spent this year; the works that will be undertaken; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20583/13]

01/05/2013WRP00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Provision has been made in the Office of Public Works (OPW) allocation for 2013 for 
the Clare River flood relief scheme, which includes the areas referred to by the Deputy. The 
scheme works will include channel widening, road raising and channel maintenance works 
such as removal of vegetation.

The position in relation to the scheme is that the OPW is currently in the process of ad-
dressing observations received in response to the Public Exhibition of the scheme proposals, 
including the comments of the National Parks and Wildlife Service. When the observations 
have been satisfactorily addressed the required statutory confirmation of the scheme will be 
sought from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. Subject to receiving confirmation 
of the scheme, the OPW would hope to be in a position to commence works before the end of 
the Summer. It is not possible at this stage to estimate the amount that will be spent this year.

01/05/2013WRP00950Public Sector Staff Numbers

01/05/2013WRP01000120. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son examining the costs and the benefits is not an appropriate tool for considering the cost of 
reducing the number of staff in the public service compared with the ongoing benefits of cost 
reductions in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20586/13]

01/05/2013WRP01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy 
has been asking about the appropriateness of cost benefit analysis (CBA) as an evaluation tool 
for appraising the Government’s policy on public sector reform and headcount reduction.   CBA 
is a technical evaluation tool for appraising the merits of public expenditure projects.  It is  one 
of a number of appraisal methods - as outlined and explained further  in the Public Spending 
Code - and its most common application is for evaluating proposed new investments in physi-
cal infrastructure projects and proposed new schemes of current expenditure.  There are very 
clear rules and guidelines in this area set out in the Public Spending Code, which obliges all 
Irish public bodies to treat public funds with care and uphold value-for-money best practices.   
As the Deputy is aware, the programme of reducing the size of the public service is connected 
with reducing the cost of Government and reforming public services.  It is clearly not a new 
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spending proposal.  

I expect that the Deputy’s interest is in assessment of the pros and cons of the Government’s 
policy on public service reform, including reduced staffing levels.  A critical factor informing 
our policy approach has had to be the imperative of reducing our large deficit and bringing the 
public finances back onto a sustainable footing.  Many of our choices have been difficult, but 
with public service pay and pensions accounting for over one-third of current Government 
expenditure, it is clear that this area has to continue to contribute to that effort, and headcount 
reduction has been a key element of our approach to containing and reducing these costs.

Nonetheless, while working to address the stark realities of the public finances and the un-
sustainable cost of the public service, the Government’s measured approach to the matter seeks 
to mitigate the potential disadvantages of reduced staffing levels.  To this end, the numbers 
reduction policy takes account of priority areas, by allowing for replacement of key staff espe-
cially in the education sector and in key areas of health; gives sectorial and local management 
discretion in exactly how staff resources are allocated within an area; provides a framework 
for redeployment of staff across the public service;  and includes introducing new streamlined 
services such as shared services, which allow functions to be maintained and indeed enhanced 
with reduced staff levels and at a lower cost.

Reform of the public service is necessary both because we need to reduce costs given our 
serious fiscal position, and because the quality of public services for the citizen needs to be 
continually improved and value-for-money for the taxpayer protected.   The Government’s 
reform plan is comprehensive and ambitious.  It captures a wide range of reform projects, 
including: ICT infrastructure projects to support enhanced automation, better online services 
and shared payroll and HR services; change management projects  to support more effective 
work practices, redeployment, rostering and manpower planning; organisation restructuring, 
involving mergers of previously separate state bodies and of divisions and work areas within 
organisations.

These reform projects will allow the public service to function more efficiently and more 
cost effectively over the medium term. Crucially, they are facilitating the delivery of services 
while making headcount reduction.  Of course, where once-off investment costs arise in these 
reform areas - such as new ICT platforms for example - there must be full compliance with 
the Public Spending Code, including where appropriate under the Code the need to carry out a 
CBA.

01/05/2013WRP01150Public Sector Pensions Issues

01/05/2013WRP01200121. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
his officials will meet with the Alliance of Retired Public Servants in relation to the decision to 
legislate for certain changes in respect of public service pensions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20599/13]

01/05/2013WRP01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): My officials 
have written to the Alliance of Retired Public Servants with a view to a meeting in the coming 
weeks.

As the Deputy will be aware, following public servants non-acceptance of the measures 
proposed by the Labour Relations Commission, the Government has requested the CEO of the 
LRC to make contact with the parties to establish whether or not there is a basis for a negotiated 
agreement to meet budgetary targets. The Government will reflect on the outcome of this pro-
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cess before coming to conclusions on how to secure the required level of savings from public 
service pay and pensions.

01/05/2013WRP01350Departmental Programmes

01/05/2013WRP01400122. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide a timeline in relation to the banking and financial management shared services 
project being led by his Department; if he will outline the objectives and a cost benefit analysis 
of this shared service project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20603/13]

01/05/2013WRP01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Projects to 
baseline Finance Management and Banking services administered by the Civil Service com-
menced in November 2012 and are now nearing completion.  Final baseline reports for the two 
projects have yet to be submitted to the Programme Board who, on the basis of the findings, will 
make recommendations on whether to proceed to the business case phase. 

The baseline reports provide inputs into any future cost-benefit analyses of the potential 
efficiencies that shared services solutions might provide.  A wide range of financial and non-
financial information has been gathered on both financial management and banking including 
on costs, volumes of activities, number of full-time equivalents involved, process methods in 
use, range of technologies in place and other non-financial elements associated with provision 
of current services. The information is assessed by reference to some key comparable bench-
marks to identify the opportunity for improving cost efficiencies and effectiveness of specific 
functions.

In the event of decisions to proceed to the next phase in respect of either or both of the finan-
cial management and banking projects, the baseline reports would constitute significant inputs 
to the business cases.  They would involve consideration of a number of possible options and 
assessments of the financial and non-financial values of each of them.

01/05/2013WRP01550Departmental Programmes

01/05/2013WRP01600123. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in rela-
tion to the future expansion of the banking shared service project is it intended to include local 
authorities, the Health Service Executive and universities in third level institutions in this proj-
ect and if the will provide a timeline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20605/13]

01/05/2013WRP01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The baseline 
report on banking services administered by the Civil Service has yet to be submitted to the Pro-
gramme Board overseeing the project and thus, the scope remains unchanged from that set out 
at the start of the project.  

The banking processes in scope include Treasury Management, Payment File Processing, 
Lodgements, Payable Orders, Receipts and Reconciliations. 

The bodies in scope include all Government Departments and Offices whose annual bud-
get is the total amount allocated in a Vote in the Annual Estimates of Public Expenditure and 
who, together with any associated Offices and Agencies, use Central Government Finance and 
Banking transaction processing systems.  Organisations specifically outside the scope of the 
baseline phase include those in the local government sector, the education sector (other than the 
Department of Education and Skills) and the health sector (other than the Department of Health 



1 May 2013

725

and Department of Children and Youth Affairs) along with State agencies who use finance and 
banking systems that operate independently of the Central Government system. In total there 
are 48 PSBs in scope for the baseline phase.

01/05/2013WRQ00150Registration of Title

01/05/2013WRQ00200124. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the transfer of lands from the Office of Public Works to Kerry County 
Concil (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20627/13]

01/05/2013WRQ00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): This transfer has been delayed by issues regarding title, however final instructions 
have issued to the Office of the Chief State Solicitor and I expect this long running matter to 
conclude in the immediate future.

01/05/2013WRQ00350Public Sector Pensions Issues

01/05/2013WRQ00400125. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
portion of pension resulting from the payment of AVCs will be subject to the proposed public 
sector pension reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20681/13]

01/05/2013WRQ00500126. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if, in 
the proposed pension reduction legislation, a pension above the threshold, that is, €33,000, will 
be subject to the reduction on all of the pension or just on the portion in excess of the threshold 
€32,500; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20682/13]

01/05/2013WRQ00600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 125 and 126 together.  

As the Deputy will be aware, following public servants non-acceptance of the measures 
proposed by the Labour Relations Commission, the Government has requested the CEO of the 
LRC to make contact with the parties to establish whether or not there is a basis for a negotiated 
agreement to meet budgetary targets. The Government will reflect on the outcome of this pro-
cess before coming to conclusions on how to secure the required level of savings from public 
service pay and pensions.

01/05/2013WRQ00650Companies Law Issues

01/05/2013WRQ00700127. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the posi-
tion regarding an audit of limited companies by guarantee; and if he will clarify the most up to 
date exemption levels [20792/13]

01/05/2013WRQ00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Audit exemp-
tion was first introduced under the Companies (Amendment) (No.2) Act 1999, allowing private 
companies which satisfy certain conditions to be exempt from the audit requirements. Cur-
rently, to avail of the exemption, the amount of the turnover of the company must not exceed 
€8.8million and the balance sheet total of the company must not exceed €4.4million. Both these 
amounts are the maximum allowed under EU law.  The average number of persons employed 
by the company must not exceed 50. The scope for companies to have an exemption from the 
requirement to have an audit carried out is set out in EU legislation (4th Company Law Direc-
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tive).  

The Companies Bill 2012 contains a provision to extend the audit exemption to companies 
in a group situation, guarantee companies and dormant companies which meet the above de-
scribed thresholds.

01/05/2013WRQ00850Foreign Direct Investment

01/05/2013WRQ00900128. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to encourage the Industrial Development Agency and Enterprise Board to bring compa-
nies to locate in County Longford, where it is an attractive location to work; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20732/13]

01/05/2013WRQ01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): IDA Ireland 
is charged with the attraction of foreign direct investment (FDI) to Ireland and its regions. The 
role of the Longford County Enterprise Board is to provide a source of support for micro-enter-
prise in the start-up and expansion phases, to promote and develop indigenous micro enterprise 
potential and to stimulate economic activity and entrepreneurship at local level.  

As Ireland competes for high quality investments, the concept of scale is crucial.  Leading 
global corporations require a significant population pool, access to qualified talent, world stan-
dard physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated profes-
sional and business support services.  

At present there are 6 IDA Ireland client companies in Longford employing 632 people.  
IDA Ireland has strong relationships with these companies and works closely with them in order 
to ensure their long term sustainability and to encourage their growth, development, a broaden-
ing of their mandates and continuing re-investment in their sites. 

I am mindful that, in order to ensure that Ireland can continue to compete globally for FDI 
projects, it will be necessary to undertake an in depth analysis of our FDI strategy with a view 
to informing the formulation of an appropriate strategy for the period post 2014.  This analysis, 
which will be undertaken later this year, will take account of factors such as key trends emerg-
ing in FDI best practice internationally, Ireland’s strengths in attracting FDI, any changes to 
the EU’s State Aid rules that may be introduced in the near future and our agreed approach to 
regional development.

In the meantime, IDA Ireland has assured me that it will in 2013, in accordance with the 
Government’s recently announced 2013 Action Plan for Jobs, seek to target more than 130 new 
investments, secure €500 million of R&D expenditure and create 13,000 new jobs in its client 
companies.   Subject to certain eligibility criteria, Longford County Enterprise Board (CEB) 
supports individuals, firms and community groups provided that the proposed projects have the 
capacity to achieve commercial viability.  This support can be in the form of financial and non-
financial assistance to a project promoter.  In 2012, Longford CEB paid out over €250,000 in 
grant assistance to 31 projects and 585 people participated in Longford CEB assisted training 
courses. This year 2013 Longford CEB has facilitated the establishment of a business forum 
group where local business persons meet to discuss ideas on how better to raise County Long-
ford’s business profile and promote the county as an investment location. 

Longford CEB will continue to support enterprise development in the area and will ensure 
that available funds are targeted to maximise entrepreneurial development at county level.
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01/05/2013WRR00150Enterprise Support Schemes

01/05/2013WRR00200129. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the take 
up of the competitive feasibility fund for female entrepreneurs to enable the selected entrepre-
neurs to investigate the viability of new growth orientated business propositions that have the 
potential to become high growth potential start ups; who are the selected applicants; and the 
number of jobs approximately it is envisaged will be created; and his plans to provide more 
funding for this scheme in the future. [20788/13]

01/05/2013WRR00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In line with 
the Action Plan for Jobs 2012, Enterprise Ireland launched its first financial supports specifi-
cally targeted at female entrepreneurs in July 2012.  Initially, a fund of €250,000 was made 
available for a Competitive Feasibility Fund for early stage female entrepreneurs for grants 
of up to €25,000.  When the Fund closed in September 2012, more than 120 applications had 
been received.  Due to the level of response and the quality of the applications, the Fund was 
increased to €350,000 and 20 applicants were awarded funding.  In October 2012, Enterprise 
Ireland launched a €500,000 Competitive Start Fund for female entrepreneurs catering for more 
mature projects.  Some 86 applications were received and €50,000 was approved in funding 
for each of 10 companies.  The remaining applicants are working with Enterprise Ireland on 
their business plans to help them get to the investor-ready stage of development.  While it is not 
possible at this stage to give exact job creation figures, this funding has created a pipeline of 
female-led start-ups across a wide range of sectors, which should lead to significant job creation 
and exports in the coming years.  Funding for Enterprise Ireland’s Competitive Start Fund has 
been made available again in 2013 and four calls for applications will be announced over the 
year.  All companies in receipt of funding from Enterprise Ireland will be listed in the Agency’s 
2012 Annual Report and Accounts to be published later this year.

01/05/2013WRR00350National Skills Register Establishment

01/05/2013WRR00400130. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
set up a national skills register to allow employers to find persons with the skills they need and 
the register would be open to all persons whether in work or not and would be free of charge to 
all users. [20791/13]

01/05/2013WRR00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I note that a 
recommendation to this effect was made in the second entrepreneurship report of the Certified 
Public Accountants, which was published last year.  The recommendation was made in the con-
text of ensuring enterprises, particularly start-up and early stage firms, can find people with the 
right skills, having regard to:

 - The positive work of the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs in assessing and identifying 
skills needs and advising Government on skills needs and labour market issues that impact on 
enterprise and employment growth;

 - The work of the FÁS Skills and Labour Market Research Unit which provides the Expert 
Group on Future Skills Needs with data, analysis and research and manages the National Skills 
Database;

 - The ongoing establishment of the INTREO service by my colleague, the Minister for 
Social Protection which provides a wide range of supports and services to assist with company 
employment needs and is designed to make sure companies can access potential employees 
from the live register;
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 - The development of the Jobs Ireland recruitment service for employers who want to ad-
vertise their job vacancies to job seekers on the Internet and in Employment Service Offices;

 - The vibrant private sector recruitment industry in Ireland; and

 - The recent improvements I have made to the Employment Permits regime working in tan-
dem with my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills to enhance the availability of ICT 
graduate level professionals through the education system and the employment permits system.

I do not have any plans to establish a national skills register at this time.

01/05/2013WRR00550Pension Provisions

01/05/2013WRR00600131. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
the recently published OECD report recommendations regarding increasing the working age 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20794/13]

01/05/2013WRR00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The recently published OECD 
report outlines proposals for long-term pension policy.  While the findings and recommenda-
tions of the OECD report are not prescriptive, the report provides a wide choice of measures for 
consideration which involve a number of Government Departments.  I am already addressing 
the issue of increasing the working age in the context of the sustainability of the Irish pension 
system.  As increased numbers of older people are living longer, pension reform measures have 
already been introduced.  The State pension age was increased in the Social Welfare and Pen-
sions Act 2011.  The State pension age will be standardised to 66 in 2014 with the abolition of 
State pension transition and subsequently to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.  One of the condi-
tions for the receipt of State pension transition between the ages of 65 and 66 is the requirement 
to have retired from the workforce.  With the abolition of State pension transition and the stan-
dardisation of State pension age to 66 in 2014, this barrier is removed.  Those in receipt of State 
pension contributory can, where possible, work while in receipt of the pension.  The structural 
options put forward in the OECD report have not been costed.  Detailed analysis of these op-
tions will be required before decisions can be brought to the Government.  I will bring proposals 
to the Government in due course setting out my long-term plans in this area.

01/05/2013WRR00750Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/05/2013WRR00800132. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if she 
will expedite this application in view of the length of time it is taking to process the claim; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20514/13]

01/05/2013WRR00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the available evidence, has 
allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

01/05/2013WRR00950State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals
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01/05/2013WRR01000133. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal for a non-contributory State pension payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20566/13]

01/05/2013WRR01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 15 April 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
When they have been received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Min-
ister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

01/05/2013WRS00150Social Welfare Appeals Status

01/05/2013WRS00200134. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow will receive an answer to their appeal in relation to the case of their 
parent. [20572/13]

01/05/2013WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the available evidence, dis-
allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  
Following the submission of additional evidence, the Appeals Officer has agreed to review the 
case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 135 withdrawn.

01/05/2013WRS00375State Pension (Contributory) Appeals

01/05/2013WRS00400136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure that the 
pension of a person (details supplied) is paid from 22 February 2013. [20629/13]

01/05/2013WRS00500137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) was issued with a letter from the State pension contributory social welfare of-
fice on 12 March explaining that a self-employed pension was dependent on payment of PRSI 
contributions, as outlined in section 110(1) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, yet 
a month later a follow-on letter was received stating that the relevant section was section 23.4 
of the Act and as this provision had not been met, the payment would not be made. [20630/13]

01/05/2013WRS00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
136 and 137 together.

An application for a State pension (contributory) was received from the person concerned 
on   8 January 2013. The application was disallowed as he had an outstanding self-employment 
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PRSI liability for the 2007 tax year. This decision was communicated to him on 12 March 2013.

Both Sections 23(4) and 110(1) of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005 are relevant.  
Section 23(4) provides that income tax and PRSI payable by a self-employed contributor are 
treated as one aggregate sum. For that reason, it is not possible to separate payments to Revenue 
between tax and PRSI liabilities or to front-load the discharge of the PRSI element of the over-
all tax liability. Section 110 (1) provides that a self-employed contributor shall not be regarded 
as satisfying the qualifying conditions for State pension (contributory) unless all outstanding 
PRSI contributions are paid. Section 110 was amended in the Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 
2) Act 2009 to provide that where unpaid self-employment PRSI contributions are paid subse-
quent to the claimant’s 66th birthday, a State pension (contributory) will only be payable from 
the date on which the PRSI liability is fully discharged. This amending legislation applies to all 
State pension (contributory) claims received on or after 1 January 2010.

Revenue has advised the Department that as at 22 April 2013, the income tax/PRSI liability 
of the person concerned has not been finalised. When he has confirmed that he has paid the 
outstanding amount to Revenue, his pension claim will be reviewed and he will be notified of 
the outcome without delay.

01/05/2013WRS00613Social Welfare Code Reform

01/05/2013WRS00625138. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if a new social welfare 
payment can be introduced combining the disability payment with the mobility allowance for 
those who meet the criteria irrespective of age. [20631/13]

01/05/2013WRS00637Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I have no plans to introduce a 
payment along the lines proposed by the Deputy.  However, my colleague, the Minister for 
Health and Children, who has responsibility for the mobility allowance, has established a spe-
cial Project Group, which is independently chaired, to seek an alternative method to provide for 
the priority transport needs of people, and I understand that the Group’s findings in relation to 
future arrangements will be presented to Government next month.

01/05/2013WRS00650Respite Care Grant Payments

01/05/2013WRS00700139. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection if the re-
spite care grant will be reinstated to 2012 levels in budget 2014 in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20645/13]

01/05/2013WRS00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Expenditure on carers has in-
creased significantly in recent years.  In 2013 it is estimated to be €776 million compared with 
an estimated outturn of €771 million in 2012.  The expenditure on carers in 2012 included: €509 
million on carer’s allowance; €24 million on carer’s benefit; €135 million on the respite care 
grant and; €103 million on domiciliary care allowance.  Carers also receive a free travel pass 
at an annual cost of €6 million and carers who reside with the care recipient are eligible for the 
household benefits package at an annual cost of approximately €30 million.  The revised rate 
of the respite care grant of €1,375 will still be more than what it was in 2006 when the rate was 
€1,200.

The respite care grant is paid to more than 70,000 people each year, with some 5,000 people 
in receipt of more than one grant as they care for more than one person.  Almost 54,000 people 
are in receipt of the carer’s allowance and 27,000 in receipt of the domiciliary care allowance.  
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There are also 1,700 in receipt of carer’s benefit.  Some 5,000 carers not in receipt of a carer’s 
payment also receive the grant.

Carers receive significant income supports from my Department, among the highest rates 
of income support in Europe. A person getting certain qualifying payments and also providing 
full-time care and attention to another person can keep their main social welfare payment and 
receive a half-rate carer’s allowance as well. The half-rate carer’s allowance was protected in 
Budget 2013.  

The respite care grant is available to all full-time carers regardless of their means while the 
income disregard and means test for carers allowance is the most generous in the social welfare 
system. A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint annual income of  up to €35,400 
can qualify for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance while a couple earning €59,300 will still 
qualify for the minimum rate.  Carers are entitled to an extra half-rate carer’s allowance if they 
care for more than one person and a respite care grant for each care recipient. 

I am not in a position to consider increasing the respite care grant at this time.

  Question No. 140 withdrawn.

01/05/2013WRS00875Carer’s Allowance Appeals

01/05/2013WRS00900141. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when carer’s allow-
ance will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20666/13]

01/05/2013WRS01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence 
partially allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person 
concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

01/05/2013WRS01050Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

01/05/2013WRS01100142. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an application for farm assist in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Laois; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20687/13]

01/05/2013WRS01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 25th   
April 2013 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the evidence 
submitted, including that adduced at the hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the 
Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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     Question No. 143 withdrawn.

01/05/2013WRT00250Civil Registration Issues

01/05/2013WRT00300144. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason there has 
been a delay in registering humanists as solemnisers for wedding ceremonies here; the reason, 
despite the passing of the legislation last December by all party agreement, there has only been 
one registration and there are some 11 other humanists awaiting registration leaving couples in 
limbo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20710/13]

01/05/2013WRT00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The General Register Office has 
advised me that an application has been made to the Registrar General by the Humanist Asso-
ciation of Ireland to register eleven solemnisers.  I understand that to date one solemniser has 
been registered.

The General Register Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and is responsible for the registration of solemnisers.

Section 56 of the Civil Registration Act 2004, provides an appeal mechanism for the appli-
cant in cases where the Registrar General refuses to register a person named in the application.

01/05/2013WRT00450Disability Allowance Appeals

01/05/2013WRT00500145. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11. 
[20739/13]

01/05/2013WRT00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

01/05/2013WRT00650Tax and Social Welfare Codes

01/05/2013WRT00700146. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 162 of 24 April 2013, if her attention has been drawn to the information 
contained in the response (details supplied) and further to this response, if she will specify the 
issues that need to be considered and addressed before her Department can make these deduc-
tions at source; if this is currently under active consideration; if there is timescale for same; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20796/13]

01/05/2013WRT00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As I stated in my response to PQ 
162 on the 24 April 2013, my Department has no role in relation to standard PAYE taxing proce-
dures.  As previously stated, the collection of taxes is a matter for the Revenue Commissioners.  

In the context of its role in processing and making income support payments, the Depart-



1 May 2013

733

ment makes 87 million payments per annum to over 2 million recipients in any year.  These 
payments are of various types; universal payments, means assessed payments, payments based 
on social insurance contributory history and grants.  Payments can be once-off, based on short 
term need or of long term duration.   

The operation of deduction at source arrangements for income tax purposes on social wel-
fare payments would require detailed consideration of policy issues in relation to the operation 
of the income support system.  Because of the sheer scale, variety and nature of payments made 
by the Department, such an arrangement would also require substantial development of IT sys-
tems and business processes and impose a significant additional administrative burden on my 
Department.

The Department is currently engaged in a major transformation programme to meet Gov-
ernment objectives in relation to activation and supporting the provision of integrated income 
support and activation services through Intreo to clients of working age.  It has embarked on a 
major programme of business and system change to support these objectives and is focussing 
its development efforts in this regard.

In all of these circumstances, there are no plans under consideration within my Department 
for the development of deduction at source arrangements for income tax purposes. 

01/05/2013WRT00850Departmental Expenditure

01/05/2013WRT00900147. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount of money paid out by the National Parks and Wildlife Service to farmers in the Twelve 
Bens/Maam Turk complex in Connemara in interim funding for each of the years 2011 and 
2012; the amount allocated for payment in 2013; if this includes payments covering the period 
from November 2012 until the beginning of the new agri-environment options scheme 3 pro-
gramme; if farmers have entitlement to this payment on foot of the written agreement entered 
into in relation to the destocking of this area of Connemara; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20577/13]

01/05/2013WRT01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Farmers in 
the Twelve Bens/Garraun and Maumturk Mountain Complex Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) have had to amend their farming practices since November 2008 to ensure that all these 
mountain areas recover from past overgrazing.  This grazing restriction continues until Novem-
ber 2013.  The affected farmers have received payments through agri-environment schemes 
(such as REPS, Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS), from the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine, and the National Parks and Wildlife Service farm plan scheme, oper-
ated by my Department) for loss of income arising from the prescribed restrictions.  However, 
due to the breaks in the availability of REPS and AEOS schemes financial compensation has 
been a continuing issue since 2009.

To address this issue, in consultation with the farming organisations and local public repre-
sentatives, my Department has offered eligible out-of-contract farmers compensation for con-
tinuing to honour their environmental commitments during those breaks.  

In September 2011, I announced an interim compensation package for out-of-contract REPS 
farmers in these SACs whose plans were completed after the closing date for applications to 
AEOS 2 in May 2011.  These payments of up to €4,000 per farmer ran until the 15th May 2012. 

In November 2012, I announced an extension to the interim compensation package to cover 
the period from May 16th 2012 to November 30th 2012, the closing date for AEOS 3 applica-
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tions.  Payment was based on the number of months that each farmer was out of contract in this 
period, equating to a pro-rata percentage of the AEOS 2012 financial package to a maximum 
of €4,000.  

My Department paid out €204,883 in 2011 and  €164,702 in 2012 in interim funding.

I have no plans to introduce further measures for farmers who have applied to join AEOS 3.  
Any issues relating to the acceptance into the AEOS 3 scheme or delayed payments should be 
addressed to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

In the period 2008 to 2012 my Department has paid out a total of €2,000,523 to farmers in 
these SACs and I am committed to ensuring that farmers are paid in respect of the commitments 
which fall to be met by my Department within the much reduced resources now available to 
me.  Final decisions on the management of those resources for 2013 will be made in due course.

01/05/2013WRT01050Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

01/05/2013WRT01100148. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding compensation for turf cutters in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20620/13]

01/05/2013WRT01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An applica-
tion for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been re-
ceived by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. 

Two deliveries of 15 tonnes of turf each have been made to this applicant, under the scheme, 
in respect of 2012.  Where applicants claim to have been extracting more than 30 tonnes of turf 
per annum from their bog plots for themselves and family members, such as this applicant, as-
sessments have been carried out in order to verify the claims. 

My Department is considering the position of a number of applicants who have sought large 
amounts of turf and will write to them in relation to their position in due course.

01/05/2013WRT01250Special Areas of Conservation Designation

01/05/2013WRT01300149. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his views 
on the fact that many small farmers in western Duhallow are suffering serious loss of income 
as most of the area is a designated special area of conservation, they cannot plant trees, put up 
wind turbines or draw hen harrier subsidies as this scheme is closed; the way this issue can be 
resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20626/13]

01/05/2013WRT01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The area to 
which the Deputy refers is the Stacks to Mullaghareirk Mountains, West Limerick Hills, and 
Mount Eagle Special Protection Area, designated in S.I. No. 591 of 2012.

The development of wind farms requires planning permission under the Planning and De-
velopment Acts and approval from the Commission of Energy Regulation.  Afforestation is sub-
ject to approval by the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  
The public authorities concerned are responsible for making their decisions in compliance with 
applicable EU and national law, including the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive. 

The European Commission has expressed concerns regarding compliance with the require-
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ments of EU law in regard to afforestation and the development of wind-farms in these sites and 
survey data from 2010 has shown an overall decrease in the numbers of breeding hen harriers 
in the six SPAs designated for the protection of the species.  Forestry, agricultural practice and 
wind-farm development are the principal pressures on the species. 

In response to these developments, my Department is formulating a hen harrier threat re-
sponse plan under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, 
and, in that context, is working with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to 
explore possible ways forward that can meet the requirements of the EU directives and allow 
for ongoing forest management and afforestation in a structure way.  It will also consider the re-
quirement for appropriate agri-environment supports to farmers under the Rural Development 
Programme, to assist them in meeting the demands of farming within the SPA. 

Because of the unavailability of resources, my Department has been unable, since 2010, 
to offer new applicants access to the National Parks and Wildlife Service’s Hen Harrier Farm 
Plan Scheme.  It should be noted that the principal source of EU and State funds intended for 
the support of farmers in Natura 2000 sites generally is the Rural Development Fund, which is 
administered by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

01/05/2013WRT01450Alternative Energy Projects

01/05/2013WRT01500150. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he has carried out any cost benefit analysis of the potential exporting of wind energy 
to the UK. [20707/13]

01/05/2013WRT01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A preliminary cost benefit analysis of the potential for the exporting of wind energy to the Unit-
ed Kingdom was completed in 2012 which indicated that in principle the project has potential 
positive economic and employment benefits.  In particular, it indicated that if an Inter-Govern-
mental Agreement is entered into between Ireland and the UK, there are potential significant 
employment opportunities.  As an example, employment creation arising from a 3,000MW 
project would be expected to be in the order of 3,000 to 6,000 job years in the construction 
phase, with the actual number dependent on the construction schedule to 2020.  There would 
also be additional jobs created in the on-going maintenance of turbines over a 20-year operating 
life.  Further employment opportunities could arise if turbines or components were to be manu-
factured in Ireland.  All relevant State agencies, particularly in the enterprise area, would have 
to coordinate their activities early in the process to ensure the employment potential of export 
projects is maximised.  This opportunity has already been identified by the Industrial Develop-
ment Authority and Enterprise Ireland in their clean technology growth strategies.

The Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation that United Kingdom Secretary 
of State for Energy and Climate Change, Edward Davey and I signed on 24 January this year 
will result in completion of consideration of how Irish renewable energy resources, onshore 
and offshore, might be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the United Kingdom, 
including undertaking further analysis of the costs and benefits of renewable energy trading for 
Ireland and the United Kingdom.  This detailed and complex work is underway and will include 
examining various options for support mechanisms, grid, return to the exchequer, and risk.  It 
will complete the determination as to whether it is beneficial for both countries to enter into an 
Inter-Governmental Agreement under the Renewable Energy Directive to provide for renew-
able energy trading.  
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01/05/2013WRT01650Wind Energy Guidelines

01/05/2013WRT01700151. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if he will ensure the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland will not have any advisory 
role in his deliberations on the proposed wind turbines for the midlands in view of the apparent 
conflict of interest of the chairperson; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20709/13]

01/05/2013WRT01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
In January of this year I signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with my UK counter-
part, Mr. Edward Davey M.P., to explore the potential for export wind based renewable energy 
from Ireland to the UK.  Intensive discussions are being progressed by my Department and its 
UK counterpart on this matter.  Whilst the signing of the MOU indicates a strong statement of 
intent on the part of both Governments, considerable work remains to be done to put the neces-
sary comprehensive framework in place.  This would be necessary in advance of any specific 
project being implemented and any such project will be subject to all appropriate statutory 
consents.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has no statutory responsibility 
in this regard and also has no regulatory role in the area. 

More generally, a technical review of the Wind Energy Guidelines is being overseen by 
officials from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, my De-
partment and the SEAI.  This review will be completed later this year.  SEAI has been commis-
sioned to conduct a targeted study of certain aspects of the Wind Energy Guidelines 2006 which 
will be one input into the review of the Wind Energy Guidelines.  I have no doubt that SEAI will 
discharge this work in a fully objective manner. 

Finally, the appointments of the Chair and Directors to the Board of SEAI are made in ac-
cordance with the relevant provisions of the Sustainable Energy Act 2002.  The Board acts in 
accordance with the revised Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies published by 
the Department of Finance in 2009, and all Board members are required to make Statements of 
Interests under the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001.  

01/05/2013WRU00150Inland Fisheries

01/05/2013WRU00200152. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide a breakdown between sea angling, coarse angling and game 
angling in terms of numbers of the general public and tourists taking part each year in each 
activity; the revenue generated for the State by each activity; the contribution of each activity 
in jobs, tourism business, and income for local communities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20818/13]

01/05/2013WRU00300153. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide the official national figures for salmon and sea trout caught 
and killed by rod and line for the most recently available five years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20819/13]

01/05/2013WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 and 153 together. 

 I wish to advise the Deputy that there is a wealth of data on angling in Ireland available on 
the Inland fisheries Ireland (IFI) website, which may be accessed at www.fisheriesireland.ie.  In 
relation to the specific data sought by the Deputy concerning national figures for salmon and 
sea trout caught by rod and line, I am advised by IFI that in the time available it has not been 
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possible to compile this data for inclusion in this reply.  However, in order to help the Deputy, I 
have asked IFI to provide the specific detailed data requested by the Deputy as soon as possible.  

In relation to the economic impacts of angling and related activities, I am pleased to advise 
the Deputy that IFI will shortly be presenting to me, prior to publication, a comprehensive study 
of the inland and sea angling sectors which I understand will provide breakdowns into the re-
spective categories of angling sought by the Deputy. I will provide a copy of the report to the 
Deputy upon publication.

01/05/2013WRU00450Local Authority Housing Mortgages

01/05/2013WRU00500154. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of mortgage accounts issued by local authorities; the total value of the 
balance on these accounts at the end of December 2012; the number and the percentage in ar-
rears over 90 days for local authorities and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20602/13]

01/05/2013WRU00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.     

Data on the number of house purchase mortgages approved an d paid out by local authori-
ties up to end 2012 are included within this range. Data on the total number of local authority 
mortgages outstanding, the total value of the accounts and the arrears arising are available up to 
Q3 2012 and the data for the remainder of 2012 will be published in due course.   

01/05/2013WRU00650Register of Electors Issues

01/05/2013WRU00700155. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there are any plans to extend the right to vote in general and presidential 
elections to EU nationals living here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20683/13]

01/05/2013WRU00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Subject to age and residency requirements, a registered elector’s citizenship determines 
the polls at which he or she is entitled to vote. British citizens may vote at Dáil, European Par-
liament and local elections; EU citizens may vote at European Parliament and local elections; 
non-EU citizens may vote at local elections. Irish citizens alone are entitled to vote at Presiden-
tial elections and referendums.

In so far as Presidential elections are concerned, I have no proposals at present to advance 
the constitutional amendment that would be required to extend the right to vote to EU citizens 
resident here.  In so far as Dáil elections are concerned, I may by order provide for EU citizens 
ordinarily resident in Ireland to be registered as Dáil electors on a reciprocal basis where I am 
satisfied that a Member State grants Irish citizens resident in their country the right to vote at 
parliamentary elections there on an equal basis with its own nationals. No such order has been 
made to date, and the matter will be kept under review, as required. 

Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 30.

 Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 39. 

 Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 29.
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01/05/2013WRU01150Leader Programmes Funding

01/05/2013WRU01200159. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the value of contracts that have been submitted for approval by Mayo North 
East Leader Partnership to him and which may be funded under the Leader element of the Rural 
Development Programme 2007 to 2013 as recently announced by him; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20563/13]

01/05/2013WRU01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following a thorough examination of project activity under the LEADER elements of the 
Rural Development Programme (RDP) I announced on 24 April 2013 the lifting of the embargo 
on project approvals. 

The completion of this review has facilitated the issuing of RDP contracts for approximately 
€42 million worth of projects which have been approved by the Board of the Local Develop-
ment Companies (LDCs) and have all the necessary requirements in place.  The LDCs con-
tracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP have been allowed two weeks to notify 
my Department as to whether all of the projects within this €42 million are ready to proceed.   

Only projects over €150,000 are submitted to my Department for approval and currently my 
Department has three such projects from Mayo North East Leader Partnership. Of the recently 
announced €42 million worth of projects approved by the Boards of the LDCs, €571,112 relates 
to Mayo North East Leader Partnership. I have informed Mayo North East Leader Partnership 
of my decision in principle to allow a limited resumption of its activities under the Rural De-
velopment Programme once contracts and administrative procedures have been agreed with 
my Department and put in place. Under the new arrangements, MNELP will continue to be the 
deciding authority for the approval of projects and the Department will carry out the administra-
tive checks required under the European Commission Regulations.   

01/05/2013WRU01350Local Government Reform

01/05/2013WRU01400160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason at a time when there will be reductions in town councillors else-
where, the number of councillors in Dublin county is proposed to increase by more than 50; if 
he will explain this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20621/13]

01/05/2013WRU01500161. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason it is necessary to increase the number of councillors in the Dublin 
area by up to 50 seats at a time when all town councils are being abolished; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20622/13]

01/05/2013WRU01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos.160 and 161 together.

I announced the establishment of an independent Local Electoral Area Boundary Commit-
tee on 15 November 2012 to carry out a review of local electoral areas. An objective in this con-
text is to achieve a better balance and consistency in representation ratios and, having regard to 
the terms of reference for the review, logically, there is a strong case for reducing the degree of 
representational imbalance currently in the Dublin authorities. The terms of reference specify, 
therefore, that the number of members for Dublin City shall be fixed at 63 and for every other 
area, including the Dublin counties, shall be subject to a minimum of 18 members and, other 
than for Cork County, a maximum of 40.   
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The Action Programme for Effective Local Government - Putting People First sets out Gov-
ernment decisions for a range of measures in relation to local government reform, including a 
decision to replace town councils with a new comprehensive model of municipal governance 
based around principal towns to strengthen local government within counties and address weak-
nesses and anomalies in the current system. 

     Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 160.

01/05/2013WRV00250Register of Electors Administration

01/05/2013WRV00300162. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a person is allowed change their name and address on the Register of Elec-
tors from English to Irish with a local authority (details supplied) in view of the fact that Article 
8.1 of Bunreacht na hEireann states the Irish language as the national language is the first of-
ficial language; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20635/13]

01/05/2013WRV00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The preparation and publication of the register of electors is a matter for each registration 
authority in accordance with electoral law.  The opportunity to change registration details on 
the register of electors arises in November of each year when registration authorities publish a 
draft of the register which will come into force for the period of twelve months from the fol-
lowing 15 February.  Any person wishing to correct their details on the register may do so by 
completing form RFA 1, which is available from registration authorities or to download from 
www.checktheregister.ie.

01/05/2013WRV00450Derelict Sites

01/05/2013WRV00500163. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on whether current legislation governing derelict sites is too restrictive 
when it comes to the rights of residents and communities to attempt to have property owners 
repair or maintain buildings which are clearly becoming derelict. [20642/13]

01/05/2013WRV00600164. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on whether the Chapelizod Old Village Association is fighting an uphill 
struggle to get the village recognised for the Tidy Towns competition for prize-winning as a 
result of the dereliction on the main street, comprising local authority and private owned build-
ings which are detracting from the judges’ ability to award prizes. [20643/13]

01/05/2013WRV00700165. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to amend the legislation to facilitate serious groups and individuals to 
challenge property owners to maintain their properties; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20644/13]

01/05/2013WRV00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163 to 165, inclusinve, 
together.

Under the Derelict Sites Act 1990, local authorities are required to take all reasonable steps, 
including the exercise of appropriate statutory powers, to ensure that any land within their 
functional area does not become or continue to be a derelict site.  To this end, they have been 
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given substantial powers under the Act in relation to any such sites, including powers to require 
specified measures to be taken in relation to a derelict site, to impose a levy on derelict sites, or 
to compulsorily acquire any derelict site.  I expect local authorities to use their statutory powers 
as they consider appropriate.

The National Co-ordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Developments identified 
the Derelict Sites Act as a potential legal instrument that could be used by local authorities as 
part of a range of measures to deal with the problems generated by, for example, unfinished 
housing developments. 

While I have no plans to amend the Derelict Sites Act at this time, I will keep the need for 
further legislative reforms to assist local authorities in addressing the issues of dereliction, in-
cluding unfinished or unoccupied estates, under review. 

I would also point out that local authorities have powers under other legislation to deal with 
derelict sites or structures, for example under the Sanitary Services Act 1963.

01/05/2013WRV00850Water Services Funding

01/05/2013WRV00900166. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the funding he has provided for County Wicklow through the rural water 
programme block grant allocation for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20649/13]

01/05/2013WRV01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme has been devolved 
to local authorities since 1997. 

The selection and approval of individual scheme proposals for advancement and funding 
under the programme, within the overall priorities set by my Department and subject to the 
block grant allocations provided, is therefore a matter for the water services authorities.

The following table sets out the total capital block grant allocations notified in March 2013 
to Wicklow County Council under the 2013 Rural Water Programme. 

 - Group Water Schemes Small Public Schemes 
Wicklow County Council €144,000 €455,475 

Funding will also be available to Wicklow County Council for drawdown from the Local 
Government Fund for subsidies towards the operational costs of group water schemes.

Such funding is provided on a demand led basis rather than by way of block grant alloca-
tions.

01/05/2013WRV01050Property Taxation Administration

01/05/2013WRV01100167. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will ensure that revenue collected from the local property tax is allo-
cated in each local authority to the provision of adequate local services such as street lighting 
and waste collection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20671/13]
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01/05/2013WRV01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014, 
the Minister for Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the 
Local Property Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year.  Questions concerning the use 
of Local Property Tax revenue raised in 2013 should be directed to my colleague, the Minister 
for Finance.

The Government has recently indicated an intention to move, from 2014, to 80% retention 
of all Local Property Tax receipts within the local authority area where the Tax is raised.  The 
remaining 20% of the Tax collected nationally will be re-distributed on an equalised basis to 
local authorities within the context of the annual allocations of General Purpose Grants.

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including, a more sustainable and 
resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for the 
provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision making concern-
ing service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 2015 
will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and, a strengthening of democracy at 
local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates.  A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.

Given the emphasis I have placed on the exercise of local autonomy in financial decision 
making which Local Property Tax revenues will support, I do not intend to be prescriptive as to 
the use of the Tax.  I expect that all local authorities will exercise their autonomy in a prudent 
manner and with a view to maximising the benefit of the revenue raised by the Tax.

01/05/2013WRV01250Local Authorities Management

01/05/2013WRV01300168. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if a cost benefit analysis was performed on the policy of local govern-
ment and local development alignment before formally adopting it as a policy; if he will pro-
vide same if it was conducted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20673/13]

01/05/2013WRV01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The issue of enhanced alignment between local government and local development was 
examined by a steering group that I established for that purpose.  The group comprised indi-
viduals with extensive experience across the spectrum of the local and community development 
sector, from policy and planning to implementation and delivery at a local level.  A copy of the 
steering group’s report is available on my Department’s website at http://www.environ.ie/en/
Community/AlignmentofLocalGovtLocalDev/.

The Alignment process is, at its essence, about improving the co-ordination of the many 
publicly-funded programmes and structures that deliver local development services.  It is not 
the replacement of one system with another solely because one is more cost effective than the 
other; it is the bringing together of relevant local actors in strategic collaboration and partner-
ship, focusing on intended outcomes including, developing a more integrated approach to pub-
licly-funded programmes, achieving greater efficiency and effectiveness, improved matching 
of resources to priorities, improved systems for impact measurement and assessment, greater 
cross-government sharing of data and identification of best practice, setting programme admin-
istration costs at sustainable level s and the use of shared services where appropriate.



Questions - Written Answers

742

01/05/2013WRV01450Local Authorities Management

01/05/2013WRV01500169. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the intended consultation and consultation to date with staff that was 
conducted prior to and during the development of the local government/local development 
alignment policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20675/13]

01/05/2013WRV01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): During the course of its work, the Local Government/Local Development Alignment 
Steering Group received and considered submissions from many local development companies 
and other stakeholder groups.

Implementation of the Steering Group ’s recommendations is now being overseen by the 
Alignment Working Group, which comprises representatives of the City/County Managers As-
sociation, the Irish Local Development Network and Pobal.  The Irish Local Development 
Network has three places on the Working Group and it is a matter for that body to select its 
nominees to fill these positions.  It is also the responsibility of the representatives from each 
sector to consult with their nominating bodies, staff and other relevant stakeholders, as neces-
sary, as part of this process.

I would also like to draw the Deputy’s attention to the fact that I met representatives of 
ILDN on 2 occasions personally in recent months to clarify policy issues.

01/05/2013WRW00150Local Authorities Management

01/05/2013WRW00200170. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide an update on the current policy and implementation 
of the local government/local development alignment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20677/13]

01/05/2013WRW00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following on from the publication of Putting People First - Action Programme for Effec-
tive Local Government , an Alignment Working Group has been established to assist and advise 
on the implementation of the recommendations of the Local Government/Local Development 
Alignment Steering Group.  The Group has had three meetings to date and comprises represen-
tatives of the City and County Managers Association, the Irish Local Development Network 
and Pobal, and is chaired and supported in its work by my Department.   

At present, the Alignment Working Group is focusing on the practical arrangements neces-
sary to give effect to the new local structures, including the establishment of Socio-Economic 
Committees in each local authority administrative area.  Frontrunner Socio-Economic Commit-
tees will initially be established in up to 10 local authority areas, with Socio-Economic Com-
mittees established across the remaining local authority areas towards end 2013.  An important 
early focus for the Socio-Economic Committees will be the development of City/County Local 
and Community Plans; my Department and the Alignment Working Group will be working with 
Socio-Economic Committees in the coming months to advance this process.   

Other areas of the alignment recommendations will be implemented with the co-operation 
of the Alignment Working Group and other key stakeholders over the period to 2014.   

Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 22.
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01/05/2013WRW00450Security of the Elderly

01/05/2013WRW00500172. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the amount of funding that has been distributed to applicants under the senior alert 
scheme from January 2013 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20688/13]

01/05/2013WRW00600173. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he expects the full allocation of €2.45 million for the senior alert scheme to be 
availed of in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20689/13]

01/05/2013WRW00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together. 

The Seniors Alert Scheme provides grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of equipment to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to live securely in 
their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme is administered by 
local community and voluntary groups with the support of my Department.   

The funding allocated to the Seniors Alert Scheme in 2013 is €2.35m.  Expenditure to date 
on the Scheme is approximately €838,000.  I expect to spend the full allocation of funding in 
2013.   

01/05/2013WRW00750Alternative Energy Projects

01/05/2013WRW00800174. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the submission he has received regarding the proposed wind farm for the midlands 
and if these submissions will be made public. [20708/13]

01/05/2013WRW00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Over 550 submissions have been received in connection 
with my Department’s current review of the existing statutory guidance on wind energy devel-
opment.  While a number of these submissions made reference to the project referred to, I have 
received no submissions specifically on this project. 

01/05/2013WRW00950Rural Development Programme Projects

01/05/2013WRW01000175. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when an application for funding by a company (details supplied) in County Wex-
ford will be approved under axis one; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20807/13]

01/05/2013WRW01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following a thorough examination of project activity under the LEADER elements of 
the Rural Development Programme (RDP) I announced, on 24 April 2013, the lifting of the 
embargo on project approvals. 

The completion of this review has facilitated the immediate issuing of RDP contracts for ap-
proximately €42 million worth of projects which have been approved by the Board of the Local 
Development Companies (LDCs) and have all the necessary requirements in place.  

The LDCs, including Wexford Local Development, have been allowed two weeks to notify 
my Department as to whether all of the projects within this €42 million are ready to proceed. 
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Once this exercise is complete my Department will then be in a position to establish the 
balance of the Programme and will notify each LDC of their allocation for the remainder of the 
Programme. 

01/05/2013WRW01150Personal Insolvency Act

01/05/2013WRW01200176. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a per-
son who applies for a debt settlement a personal insolvency arrangement DRN, DSA, PIA has 
to have his or her name, address and personal details made public; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20575/13]

01/05/2013WRW01300178. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure 
that the plans to name and shame persons under the new insolvency registers will be shelved in 
view of the fact that they only amount to public humiliation for the persons concerned; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20885/13]

01/05/2013WRW01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 176 and 178 together.

Under Section 133 of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012, the Insolvency Service of Ireland is 
required to maintain registers for Debt Relief Notices (DRNs), Debt Settlement Arrangements 
(DSAs), Personal Insolvency Arrangements (PIAs) and Protective Certificates.  The Act states 
that the registers must be made available for public inspection.

In regard to the DSA and PIA, a debtor, through their personal insolvency practitioner ap-
plies for a Protective Certificate.  If granted by the Court, this Certificate protects the debtor 
for a period of 70 days from the commencement or enforcement of any action against them by 
creditors. Thus it is necessary that the debtor concerned is identified by inclusion in the Register 
of Protective Certificates so as to alert creditors and to prevent unnecessary actions against the 
debtor on their part.  The other benefit of inclusion in the Register of Protective Certificates is 
that it serves as a notification to a creditor that the debtor will be applying for a DSA or PIA.

Should a debtor, through their personal insolvency practitioner, successfully obtain a DSA 
or PIA, then that fact must be recorded in the appropriate Register.  This provision, inter alia, 
alerts potential creditors should the debtor seek to obtain additional credit while subject to a 
DSA or PIA.  There is no question of a debtor being named or shamed by being included in a 
Register.

It is intended that only the minimum necessary information should be recorded in the vari-
ous Registers to fulfil their function.  The naming of individuals involved in and obtaining the 
benefits of an insolvency process is standard practice in many jurisdictions around the world, 
including in the United Kingdom. 

However, I am aware of the need to add further relevant provisions in regard to the op-
eration of the registers and my Department, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney 
General, is preparing the necessary amendments for approval by Government and presentation 
to the Oireachtas in the very near future.  It is intended that the relevant amendments will be 
incorporated in the Courts Bill 2013 which is presently being processed through the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.

01/05/2013WRW01450Child Abduction
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01/05/2013WRW01500177. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will investigate 
the case of an Irish person (details supplied) illegally taken while on holiday in breach of UN 
Convention on Human Rights. [20651/13]

01/05/2013WRW01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on individual cases.  Matters which have 
been or are the subject of legal proceedings are outside the scope of the my official functions 
and it would not be appropriate for me to comment or intervene in any way.

I understand that the individual involved in this matter has been in contact with the Central 
Authority for International Child Abduction.  The Central Authority for International Child 
Abduction operates within my Department for the purposes of, among other international in-
struments, the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.  The 
Convention is designed to facilitate the return of children who have been removed from one 
contracting state to another.

  Question No. 178 answered with Question No. 176.

01/05/2013WRX00150Legal Services Regulation

01/05/2013WRX00200179. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to change 
the law to ensure a fairer entry system for students who wish to become apprentice solicitors 
in order that all who qualify for entrance to the Incorporated Law Society’s apprentice solici-
tor courses would be facilitated with an apprenticeship by the society rather than the present 
systems whereby students have to arrange their own apprenticeships, putting students from a 
disadvantaged background at a disadvantage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20576/13]

01/05/2013WRX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, I 
am currently progressing the Legal Services Regulation Bill which has completed Second Stage 
and is due to commence Committee Stage in July.  The Bill includes a number of provisions 
which relate to the professional education and training of legal practitioners. For example, un-
der section 9 of the Bill the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority is charged, among other 
things, with keeping under review the admission requirements and policies of the Law Society 
relating to the solicitors’ profession and the availability and quality of education and training 
(including ongoing training) for solicitors, including how and by whom such education and 
training is provided.  In addition, section 30 of the Bill provides for the Authority to report to 
the Minister for Justice and Equality on a range of matters following a public consultation and 
reporting process.  These matters include, specifically, the education and training (including 
ongoing training) arrangements in the State for legal practitioners and the manner in which such 
education and training is provided.  I would expect that the issue of apprenticeships, including 
access to them, will be among those aspects of the training and qualification of legal practi-
tioners that will be kept under active review by the new Legal Services Regulatory Authority 
- while also being addressed as part of the public consultations on the education and training 
of legal practitioners upon which a report is to provided by the Authority within one year of its 
establishment day.

In relation to the current situation, I am aware of the fact that there are aspects of the eco-
nomic crisis that are having an impact on the availability of apprenticeships.  For example, there 
has been a reduction in the number of practising solicitors, of whom over 1,000 are reported to 
remain unemployed, and this has been accompanied by some decline in the number of solicitors 
in practise who are in a position to support paid apprenticeships.  However, notwithstanding 
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these challenges and those that might arise from the question of possible disadvantage being 
raised by the Deputy, it is my understanding that the Law Society has a long-standing scheme 
in place under which it provides support and guidance to prospective solicitor apprentices.  This 
includes a facility under which apprentices can be matched-up with solicitors’ firms who are 
able to register their apprenticeship vacancies with the Society for that specific purpose.  An 
area of the Society’s website for members is also set aside for solicitors apprentices.  I would, 
therefore, urge any person seeking a solicitors apprenticeship at this very challenging time to 
augment their own efforts by continuing to draw upon the available supports of the Law Society 
in this regard.

01/05/2013WRX00350Garda Deployment

01/05/2013WRX00400180. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí assigned to Monasterevin Garda station, County Kildare; and the total number of gardaí 
assigned for the whole county. [20614/13]

01/05/2013WRX00500182. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are desig-
nated hours of opening for Monasterevin Garda Station, County Kildare; and what are these 
hours. [20616/13]

01/05/2013WRX00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 180 and 182 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 31 March 2013, there were 320 Gardaí as-
signed to the Kildare Garda Division, of which 4 are assigned to Monasterevin Garda Station.  
The Division is also supported by 27 Garda Reserves and 29 civilians.  Monasterevin Garda 
Station is open to the public from 7am to 1pm Monday to Sunday subject to manpower avail-
ability.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of crime trends, 
policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional 
level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public.

01/05/2013WRX00650Garda Transport Numbers

01/05/2013WRX00700181. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ve-
hicles designated for use by gardaí stationed in Monasterevin, County Kildare. [20615/13]

01/05/2013WRX00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. Respon-
sibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to 
the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational 
circumstances.  The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-
allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing 
priorities, is essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.

In that overall context, I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are currently 15 
vehicles assigned to the Kildare District, including a patrol car allocated to Monasterevin Garda 
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Station.

The Deputy will be aware that an additional €3 million was made available to An Garda 
Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure a further 171 vehicles.  
This brought total investment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 
213 new vehicles being procured during the year.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that 
the roll out of the most recently purchased patrol vehicles has been completed. 

In addition to the investment provided in 2012, a specific allocation of €5 million has been 
provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in the current year.  This represents a 
very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level 
of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my 
commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided 
with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient policing service.

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 180.

01/05/2013WRX00950Alcohol Sales Legislation

01/05/2013WRX01000183. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
sider amending legislation in order to restrict the granting of licences to outlets selling alcohol. 
[20617/13]

01/05/2013WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The forthcoming Sale of Alco-
hol Bill, which will repeal the Licensing Acts 1833 to 2011 and the Registration of Clubs Acts 
1904 to 2008 and replace them with updated provisions, will provide an opportunity to review 
the eligibility criteria for the grant of various categories of alcohol licences and the conditions 
for the sale and consumption of alcohol in premises with such licences.

01/05/2013WRX01150Charity Clothes Bank Thefts

01/05/2013WRX01200184. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the law is 
adequate to deal with gangs who are involved in stealing clothes from charity banks and cause 
criminal damage to the clothes banks; the law and penalties that apply; the number of prosecu-
tions that have taken place over the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20706/13]

01/05/2013WRX01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda Commissioner on the issues surrounding the theft of clothes from charity clothes 
banks. I will contact the Deputy directly when the report is to hand.

01/05/2013WRX01350Garda Strength

01/05/2013WRX01400185. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí serving in Ballymahon Garda station, County Longford, as there are claims that the num-
bers are reduced from five; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20730/13]

01/05/2013WRX01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy should be aware 
that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including person-
nel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter.  This allocation of 
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resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing needs 
and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure 
optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public.

However, the Commissioner has informed me that as of the 31 March 2013, the latest date 
for which figures are readily available, there were 1 Sergeant and 5 Gardaí assigned to the Bal-
lymahon Garda Station.

01/05/2013WRX01550Legal Aid Applications

01/05/2013WRX01600186. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding an appeal for legal aid (details supplied). [20740/13]

01/05/2013WRX01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that I have no function or responsibility in relation to the matter raised.  Under the terms of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is independent in 
the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for the Board.  As 
the Deputy is aware from the case that he has raised, a person who is refused legal aid has the 
right to appeal this decision to an Appeal Committee which is made up of non-executive mem-
bers of the Board.  However, I have absolutely no role in this process.  Under Section 7(3) of 
the Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case 
with which the Legal Aid Board is or may be concerned.

The Deputy might further wish to note that the solicitor/client relationship is protected by 
privilege in accordance with the terms of Section 32 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and there-
fore the Board does not provide information to third parties regarding a person who may or may 
not be a client of the Board.

01/05/2013WRX01750Garda Investigations

01/05/2013WRX01800187. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will support 
an investigation into the case of a person (details supplied). [20806/13]

01/05/2013WRX01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that Garda management is not aware of any new evidence along the lines referred 
to by the Deputy, and that the incident in question, which occurred in 1989, was the subject 
of a thorough investigation at the time and also gave rise to complaints to the Garda Síochána 
Complaints Board.

01/05/2013WRY00150Garda Investigations

01/05/2013WRY00200188. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the status of the Garda investigation into fraud at Coillte Teo; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15238/13]

01/05/2013WRY00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed that the Garda 
authorities are not aware of any ongoing Garda investigation into fraud at Coillte Teo.
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01/05/2013WRY00350Proposed Legislation

01/05/2013WRY00400189. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress of 
the commitment made in the programme for Government on amending the Official Secrets Act; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12332/13]

01/05/2013WRY00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Preliminary work is underway 
in my Department on the preparation of a general scheme of the Official Secrets Act (Amend-
ment) Bill to amend the Official Secrets Act 1963 to reflect the Programme for Government 
commitment. It is not possible to indicate at this stage when the Bill will be published. 

01/05/2013WRY00550Insolvency Service of Ireland Staff

01/05/2013WRY00600190. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expected 
staffing level of the Insolvency Service of Ireland; when recruitment for this will be completed; 
the number of cases it will deal with on a monthly basis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14050/13]

01/05/2013WRY00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The expected staffing level of 
the Insolvency Service of Ireland is 91. It is anticipated that recruitment for the Service will be 
completed during the second quarter of 2013 and is being carried out as expeditiously as pos-
sible.

It is not possible at this juncture to definitively indicate the number of cases the Service will 
deal with on a monthly basis. As I have previously indicated to the Dáil, it is difficult to ascer-
tain the likely demand in regard to the new debt resolution processes. However, in planning for 
the first full year of operation of the Insolvency Service, tentative estimate of applications has 
been made for the two main debt resolution processes - the Debt Settlement Arrangement and 
Personal Insolvency Arrangement - amounting to approximately 15,000 applications. It is also 
anticipated that there may be up to 3,000 bankruptcy applications during this time. This would 
be very significant bearing in mind that there were 33 bankruptcy adjudications in 2011 and 35 
in 2012. 

01/05/2013WRY00750Court Staff

01/05/2013WRY00800191. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way that tip 
staff in the court services are paid expenses sometimes in excess of their salary; if he will con-
firm that tip staff come under the Croke Park agreement; the justification that is made for this 
expense to be paid to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17741/13]

01/05/2013WRY00900192. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way court tip 
staff or criers are doubling their pay due to expenses that are afforded to them; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that last year tip staff claimed €990,000 in expenses and in 2011 more 
than €2.7 million was claimed which showed an average of €13,200 for 75 court tip staff; his 
plans to address this expense; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17740/13]

01/05/2013WRY01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 191 and 192 together.

The management and administration of the courts including responsibility for the provision 
of information is a matter for the Courts Service.  However, in order to be of assistance to the 
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Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that a total of 74 
tipstaff are employed by the Courts Service in the grades of Usher and Crier who act as per-
sonal assistants to Judges of the High Court and Circuit Court respectively in the carrying out 
of their official functions.  They are civil servants covered by the Croke Park Agreement and 
are entitled to claim for travel and subsistence incurred while on official duties and overtime in 
respect of extra attendance.  Among their duties are maintaining proper order in the courtroom, 
managing the judge’s chambers, the provision of personal security to the judge and driving the 
judge when needed.  All expenses are paid in accordance with Civil Service regulations and 
subject to verification and audit.

I am informed that the total amount paid in expenses to ushers and criers was €561,043 in 
2012 and €635,536 in 2011, totalling €1.2m. Subsistence expenses are incurred in respect of 
expenses related to necessary absence from the normal place of work on official duty.  The ne-
cessity for subsistence expenses arise when these staff members must travel with their Judges 
to Court sittings at various locations around the country.  The amount of expenses paid varies 
widely and is very much related to the jurisdiction within which individual Judges work, the 
size of the geographical area covered by the judge, number of locations of court sittings and 
length of hearings.  Ushers and Criers are also entitled to Extra Attendance payments in respect 
of overtime necessarily worked. A flat rate is applied no matter when the extra attendance is 
provided.  I am informed that all payments made are subject to verification and audit. It should 
be noted that these permanent support staff are only available to judges appointed prior to 1 
January, 2012.  Under legislation sponsored by my colleague, the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform, support to judges appointed after that date is provided by legally qualified 
Judicial Assistants who are engaged on temporary contracts of no longer than two years dura-
tion and are equipped to carry out a range of legal research functions in addition to personal 
assistant functions. 

01/05/2013WRY01050Proposed Legislation

01/05/2013WRY01100193. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to in-
troduce an amendment to section 37 of the Employment Equality Act that is needed to enshrine 
in legislation the rights of lesbian, gay and bisexual teachers; and his plans to include provision 
that will also protect the rights of transgender teachers. [17568/13]

01/05/2013WRY01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my re-
plies to Parliamentary Questions No. 54456 of 4 December 2012, No. 2999 of 22 January 2013, 
No. 4077 of 5 February 2013 and No. 10664 of 27 February 2013.  As I explained in response 
to these previous questions, the Government has undertaken in its Programme for Government 
to ensure that people of non-faith or minority religious backgrounds and publically identified 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people should not be deterred from training or taking up 
employment as teachers in the State.  I have previously expressed concern about the potential 
impact of section 37 of the Employment Equality Acts on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der persons. This section is designed to allow schools and other institutions to maintain their 
religious ethos. It was examined by the Supreme Court in 1996 when the Employment Equality 
Bill of 1996 was referred to it under Article 26 of the Constitution. The Supreme Court found 
that it is a reasonable balancing in legislation of the different rights involved, including chiefly 
the right to earn a living and the rights to freedom of religion and association. I am concerned 
however that, in practice, the balance is not a fair one and that in practice this provision can 
operate in a way that is unfair to LGBT persons. I consider that an extensive consultative pro-
cess and formal assessment of the options should be undertaken.  On 16 April, I announced the 
names of 14 new members designate of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission. In 
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advance of legislation to establish the new Commission, the members designate will take up 
their positions on the two existing bodies that are being merged, the Equality Authority and the 
Human Rights Commission. I will be meeting the Commissioners shortly. As I have previously 
explained, I intend to ask them to examine this issue as a priority. I hope they will complete 
this consultation process quickly and report on their views and recommendations to the two 
Ministers centrally concerned, the Minister for Education and Skills, Deputy Quinn and myself 
as the Minister for Justice and Equality and to the House.  I am committed, once this necessary 
consultation process is completed, to bringing forward Government proposals for any neces-
sary anti-discrimination amendment to this provision. In this context, the Government has wel-
comed the Private Members’ Employment Equality (Amendment) (No.2) Bill which has passed 
Second Stage in the Seanad. During the Second Stage reading of the Bill, my colleague Minis-
ter of State Kathleen Lynch signalled to the House the Government’s intention to take forward 
this Bill, with any amendments that might be needed, with Government support for enactment.

01/05/2013WRY01250Legal Services Regulation

01/05/2013WRY01300194. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the level of cost 
saving to enterprises arising from the changes to legal services. [18628/13]

01/05/2013WRY01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Legal Services Regulation 
Bill 2011 gives legislative expression to the commitment in the Programme for Government to 
“establish independent regulation of the legal professions to improve access and competition, 
make legal costs more transparent and ensure adequate procedures for addressing consumer 
complaints”. Furthermore, as a sectoral objective under the EU/IMF/ECB Troika Memoran-
dum of Understanding, it supports the objectives of structural reform, national competitiveness 
and early economic recovery, building on the relevant recommendations of the Legal Costs 
Working Group and the Competition Authority. 

The Bill, which has completed Second Stage,is due to commence Committee Stage in July 
and is a key component of the Government’s strategy to reduce legal costs in this country by 
way of increasing our competitiveness.  The Legal Services Regulation Bill makes extensive 
provision, particularly in Part 9, for a new and enhanced legal costs regime that will bring great-
er transparency to how legal costs are charged along with a better balance between the interests 
of legal practitioners and those of their clients. The Bill sets out, for the first time in legislation, 
a series of Legal Costs Principles. These are contained in Schedule One and enumerate the 
various matters that may be taken into account if disputed costs are submitted for adjudication. 
These cost transparency measures will apply to barristers as well as to solicitors and will enable 
those availing of legal services to identify costs and their basis more clearly, including by way 
of comparison with other possible legal service providers.

Under the Bill it will no longer be permissible to set fees as a specified percentage or pro-
portion of damages payable to a client from contentious business. It will no longer be permis-
sible to charge Junior Counsel fees as a specified percentage or proportion of Senior Counsel 
fees. Legal practitioners will be obliged to provide more detailed information about legal costs 
from the outset of their dealings with clients. This will be in the form of a Notice written in 
clear language which must be provided when a legal practitioner takes instructions. Among 
other things, the Notice must, as set out in Section 90 of the Bill, disclose the costs that are in-
volved, or, where this is not practicable, the basis upon which such costs are to be calculated. A 
cooling-off period is to be allowed for the consideration of costs by the client. When there are 
any significant developments in a case which give rise to further costs the Bill provides that a 
client must be duly updated and given the option of whether or not to proceed with the case in 
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question.  The Bill also provides that a new Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator will deal with 
disputes about legal costs – at present these are dealt with by the Office of the Taxing-Master. 
The new Office, headed by a Chief Legal Costs Adjudicator, will modernise the way disputed 
legal costs are adjudicated with greater transparency.  The Office will be empowered to prepare 
Legal Costs Guidelines. It will establish and maintain a publicly accessible Register of Deter-
minations which will include the outcomes and reasons for its determinations about disputed 
legal costs.

 Two new Taxing-Masters have been appointed by public competition under the enhanced 
qualification criteria of Part 14 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 to pre-
pare the way for these modernisation measures. Taking account of developments in other open 
common law jurisdictions the Bill seeks to address the danger of Irish law firms and legal 
practitioners operating at a cost disadvantage while consumers of their services continue to 
lack the benefits of value that come with being able to shop around a range of alternative legal 
service providers. Several types of new alternative business structure have been, or continue 
to be, rolled-out in England and Wales, Scotland, Australia, Germany, Netherlands and parts 
of Canada in direct competition with Irish legal service providers - for example, solicitors, ac-
countants and insurers practising as one business or “multi-disciplinary practice” providing 
their complementary services in a pooled and more cost-effective setting.

The Bill, therefore, contains numerous measures aimed at opening up the provision of legal 
services to more responsive and more competitive legal service models building on the enor-
mous advances that have been made in supporting business technologies. In other provisions 
the Bill lifts existing restrictions on direct professional access to a barrister and on barristers 
who share premises or costs from advertising themselves as such a group. The Bill also allows 
that a barrister in employment may provide legal services for his or her employer.  Through 
its extensive legal costs transparency provisions and its provision for modern and more com-
petitive business alternatives, the Legal Services Regulation Bill is providing an opportunity to 
ameliorate the cost to business and other consumers of legal services while, by the same token, 
creating new business opportunities for the legal services sector.  The Bill is, therefore, intro-
ducing structural reforms that will make legal costs far more amenable to public scrutiny and 
competition than they ever have been in the past. These reforms will also put us in a far better 
position to monitor the future impact of legal costs on business and the economy on an ongoing 
basis. 

01/05/2013WRY01450Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

01/05/2013WRY01500195. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a 2012 agri-environment options scheme 1 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20573/13]

01/05/2013WRY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st   September 2010 and full payments totalling €1,666.65 and €4,999.98 issued in 
respect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks in respect 
of the 2012 scheme year an overclaim was identified in relation to the claimed areas on both 
the Species Rich Grassland and Traditional Hay Meadow actions.  Officials in my Department 
are currently finalising the application of the person named and I expect payment for 2012 to 
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issue shortly.

01/05/2013WRY01650Special Areas of Conservation Designation

01/05/2013WRY01700196. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the fact that many small farmers in western Duhallow are suffering serious loss of 
income as most of the area is a designated special area of conservation, they cannot plant trees, 
put up wind turbines or draw hen harrier subsidies as this scheme is closed; the way this issue 
could be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20625/13]

01/05/2013WRY01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The imple-
mentation of the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, under which Special Protection 
Areas (SPA’s) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s) are designated, is a matter in the first 
instance for the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Farmers can be compensated under the Natura 2000 Measure of Ireland’s Rural Develop-
ment Plan 2006-2013 for farming restrictions related SAC and SPA designation of farmland.  

Natura 2000 payments are delivered through the Rural Environment Protection Scheme, 
and more recently through it’s successor the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS).  The 
Natura payment rate under AEOS is €75 per hectare subject to an overall maximum farmer 
payment of €5,000 per calendar year in AEOS 1 and €4,000 per calendar year in AEOS 2 and 
AEOS 3.

01/05/2013WRZ00150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

01/05/2013WRZ00200197. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a rural environment protection scheme 4 payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20684/13]

01/05/2013WRZ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in December 2007 and received payments for the first five years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed 
in this case and the 75% Year 6 payment amounting to €7,048.35 issued for payment on 25 
April 2013.  The remaining 25% Year 6 balancing payment will issue shortly.

01/05/2013WRZ00350Fodder Crisis

01/05/2013WRZ00400198. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will seek an advance in the single farm payment for farmers who are struggling with the fod-
der crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20738/13]

01/05/2013WRZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am acutely 
aware of the difficulties being experienced by some farmers as a result of recent unseasonable 
weather, with difficult conditions experienced on farms last summer having been compounded 
by an extended winter. 

In light of the difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder supplies, last week I 
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announced the allocation of €1 million to fund the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme, which 
is designed to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) from outside 
the island of Ireland. I am pleased to note that since the introduction of this Scheme that signifi-
cant quantities of fodder have been imported and are reaching those in most need.  However, in 
view of the continuing need, I have now decided to extend this Scheme for a further week until 
Friday, 10 May. I have also clarified that maize silage is included in the Scheme when further 
quantities of fodder are imported.  I also commend the efforts being made by the farming com-
munity and organizations themselves and also the active approach being adopted by the Dairy 
Co-ops to help alleviate the situation.     

In terms of EU payments, it will be recalled that my successful approach to Commissioner 
Ciolos for agreement to making an advance payment of the 2012 Single Farm Payment was 
prompted by the very wet weather experienced throughout last summer. Mindful of ongoing 
difficulties, I have decided that a formal request should again be made to the EU Commission 
seeking agreement to pay an advance from 16 October of the 2013 Single Farm Payment which, 
at almost 2 months ahead of the standard timeline, is the earliest potential payment date. Pay-
ments under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme are scheduled to begin issuing in September 
2013.  

The Department has an emergency animal welfare helpline in operation and calls are being 
referred to the Co-operatives and or to the Department’s veterinary personnel as appropriate. 
Department Veterinary Inspectors continue to be actively engaged in providing emergency as-
sistance under the Department’s early warning system to farmers whose animals are currently 
experiencing serious welfare issues and where the farmer him/herself is unable to cope with the 
situation. 

I am, of course, keeping this ongoing situation under constant review.

01/05/2013WRZ00550Special Areas of Conservation Designation

01/05/2013WRZ00600199. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in view 
of the requirement to make sufficient lands available for the hen harriers, farmers activities are 
restricted for forestry and wind turbines, if Coillte could by cooperation with local farmers and 
agreeing crop rotations make more farmers land available for commercial activities.; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20795/13]

01/05/2013WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  There are a 
number of Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated for the protection of the hen harrier where 
restrictions apply to planting and other developments. Any future afforestation within the SPA 
must take into account the results of recent Hen Harrier breeding and distribution surveys, the 
availability of suitable habitat, existing forest cover, age profile of existing forests, and the ef-
fects of other cumulative developments on hen harrier populations e.g. wind farms.  

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht is in the process of developing a Threat Response Plan (TRP) for the conservation 
of Hen harriers.  Forestry will form a significant element of the plan, particularly in relation to 
overall forest restructuring.  My Department is working with NPWS in the development of the 
TRP which will determine the circumstances in which afforestation, if any, might be accom-
modated in Hen harrier SPAs without impacting on the conservation of the species.  

Coillte Teoranta was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 
1988 and day-to-day operational matters, such as the management of their forestry estate, are 
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the responsibility of the company.

01/05/2013WRZ00750Hardship Grant Scheme Eligibility

01/05/2013WRZ00800200. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway is not entitled to a hardship grant 
in view of the fact that their herd is locked up since February; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20801/13]

01/05/2013WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Hardship Grant Scheme, assistance is available from my Department to eligible herdowners 
who are restricted under the TB and Brucellosis Eradication Scheme. The scheme is designed 
to alleviate the additional feed costs incurred by eligible owner(s) whose holdings are restricted 
during the period from the 1 November to 30 April, payments are subject to the schemes crite-
ria. 

The holding in question was restricted under the TB & Brucellosis Eradication Scheme 
on 21 February 2013, following the disclosure of 3 reactor animals in the herd. However an 
essential condition for eligibility is that the holding of the applicant applying continues to be 
restricted following a full herd Reactor Re-test. In this instance the Reactor Re-test is due to be 
carried out after the closing date of the scheme i.e. 30 April. The date for the Reactor retest is 
determined by the date of removal of the previous reactors from the herd, and cannot be brought 
forward. While a Hardship application was received in the local District Veterinary Office on 
the 27 February 2013, the herdowner has been advised by the DVO that he is not eligible for 
the Hardship Grant as his reactor retest will not have been completed before the closing date of 
the scheme.

However, I announced last week a comprehensive package of measures aimed at address-
ing the fodder shortage crisis, including a €1m fund to contribute to the transport costs of im-
porting fodder to the country, which will reduce the cost of purchasing fodder for farmers by 
approximately a third, in the days ahead. In addition, the co-ops have agreed to my request to 
substantially increase the volume of fodder being imported into the country over the short to 
medium term. The co-ops have also agreed to consider the introduction of interest free credit, 
within limits, to farmers for the purchase of fertiliser, limited to the month of May. The person 
in question should contact his local co-op to determine whether he can qualify for assistance 
under these arrangements. 

I should also explain that emergency assistance is also available under the Farm Animal 
Welfare Advisory Council’s early warning system to ensure that there is no reason for any 
farmer to see their animals starve. I have also asked the advisory service to prioritise advice to 
farmers in the period ahead and to focus on the optimum use of fertiliser in generating feed for 
the national herd. In addition, outstanding scheme payments are being processed with urgency. 

01/05/2013WRZ00950Special Areas of Conservation Designation

01/05/2013WRZ01000201. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 204 of 7 March 2012, the progress that has been made 
on the issue of a licence for mussel farming in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20802/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As previ-
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ously advised the application referred to is in respect of a site located within Kenmare Bay 
which is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive (Natura 
2000 site).

All applications in ‘Natura’ areas are required to be appropriately assessed for the purpose 
of environmental compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  My Department, in 
conjunction with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of 
the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is engaged in a comprehensive programme 
to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objectives of ‘Natura’ ar-
eas.  This data collection programme is substantially complete.  Analysis of the data, together 
with the setting of appropriate conservation objectives by the NPWS, will enable all new, re-
newal and review applications to be appropriately assessed for the purpose of ensuring compli-
ance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives.  This work represents a significant financial, 
administrative and scientific investment by the State in resolving this issue.  The Appropriate 
Assessment of aquaculture applications is being dealt with on a bay-by-bay basis.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service has now completed Conservation Objectives in 
respect of Kenmare Bay which will enable the commencement of the Appropriate Assessment 
process by the Marine Institute in accordance with the programme of measures agreed with the 
EU Commission. 

Addressing the issue of aquaculture licensing in Natura 2000 areas is a key priority for my 
Department and you can be assured that every effort is being made to expedite the determina-
tion of this aquaculture licence application having regard to all the complexities involved.

01/05/2013WRZ01150National Clinical Programme for Diabetes

01/05/2013WRZ01200202. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evaluation 
of the performance of James Connolly Hospital, Dublin, management of diabetic foot disease 
against the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Execu-
tive’s 2011 model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20516/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01300203. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with 
diabetes that were seen in St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin, during 2012 suffering from moderate 
foot disease, high risk foot disease and active foot disease; if they were seen within the time-
frame set out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20517/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01400204. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evaluation 
of the performance of St. Vincent’s Hospital’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
Model of Care for the Diabetic Foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20518/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01500205. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evalua-
tion of the performance of St. James’ Hospital’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20519/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01600206. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with dia-
betes that were seen in St. James’ Hospital during 2012 suffering from moderate foot disease, 
high risk foot disease and active foot disease; if they were seen within the timeframe set out in 
the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [20520/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01700207. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evaluation 
of the performance of AMNCH Hospital Tallaght’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20521/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01800208. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with dia-
betes that were seen in AMNCH Hospital Tallaght’s during 2012 suffering from moderate foot 
disease, high risk foot disease and active foot disease; if they were seen within the timelines set 
out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20522/13]

01/05/2013WRZ01900209. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with dia-
betes that were seen in the Mater Hospital, Dublin, during 2012 suffering from moderate foot 
disease, high risk foot disease and active foot disease; if they were seen within the timelines set 
out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20523/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02000210. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with 
diabetes that were seen in University College Hospital, Galway, during 2012 suffering from 
moderate foot disease, high risk foot disease, active foot disease and if they were seen within 
the timelines set out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20524/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02100224. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with 
diabetes that were seen in James Connolly Hospital during 2012 suffering from moderate foot 
disease, high risk foot disease, active foot disease and if they were seen within the timelines set 
out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20539/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02200225. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with dia-
betes that were seen in Waterford Regional Hospital during 2012 suffering from moderate foot 
disease, high risk foot disease, active foot disease and if they were seen within the timelines set 
out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot [20540/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02300226. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evalua-
tion of the performance of the Mater Hospital’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20541/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02400227. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with 
diabetes that were seen in Cork University Hospital during 2012 suffering from moderate foot 
disease, high risk foot disease, active foot disease and if they were seen within the timelines set 
out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot [20542/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02500228. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with dia-
betes that were seen in Limerick Regional Hospital during 2012 suffering from moderate foot 
disease, high risk foot disease, active foot disease and if they were seen within the timelines set 
out in the Health Service Executive’s model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20543/13]

01/05/2013WRZ02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202 to  210, 
inclusive, and 224 to 228, inclusive, together.
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The National Clinical Programme for Diabetes, which includes the care of children and 
adolescents with diabetes and which has been established within the HSE’s Clinical Strategy 
and Programmes Directorate, aims to define the way clinical services for diabetes should be 
delivered, resourced and measured. A clinician has been appointed to lead on the development 
of the programme. One of the objectives of the National Clinical Programme for Diabetes is to 
develop a footcare screening and treatment service to prevent foot ulceration and subsequent 
lower limb amputation.  In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

01/05/2013WRAA00150Hospital Services

01/05/2013WRAA00200211. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the hospitals in the Roscommon 
Galway Hospitals group that have the facility to examine biopsies. [20525/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00300212. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the number of biopsies in total 
examined at Galway hospitals in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. [20526/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00400213. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the number of biopsies ex-
aminations pertaining to Roscommon and Portiuncula hospitals currently being carried out. 
[20527/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00500214. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the number of biopsies ex-
aminations pertaining to Roscommon and Portiuncula hospitals carried out in Galway in 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012. [20528/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00600215. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the types of biopsies examina-
tions, in general terms, currently being carried out in Galway. [20529/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00700216. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a numeri-
cal breakdown for the types of biopsies results for example cancer, diseases - pertaining to 
Roscommon and Portiuncula Hospitals [20530/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00800217. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the reason Roscommon or Porti-
uncula hospitals do not have the facilities to examine biopsies in view of the importance of time 
when it comes to diagnosing serious and life-threatening illnesses. [20531/13]

01/05/2013WRAA00900218. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health if it is the case Portiuncula Hos-
pital or Roscommon Hospital do not have the facilities to examine biopsies; if plans to develop 
such facilities will be explored particularly at both hospitals in view of cases of suspected seri-
ous or life-threatening illnesses. [20532/13]

01/05/2013WRAA01000219. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to develop 
biopsie facilities at Roscommon or Portiuncula Hospitals [20533/13]

01/05/2013WRAA01100220. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the average respective times-
cales for biopsies to be examined in Galway and results returned to Portiuncula and Roscom-
mon hospitals. [20534/13]

01/05/2013WRAA01200221. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the corresponding timescales 
for biopsies to be examined in Portiuncula and Roscommon hospitals for both hospitals in 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. [20535/13]

01/05/2013WRAA01300222. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the national average timescales 
for biopsies results to be returned to hospitals without such examination facilities. [20536/13]
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01/05/2013WRAA01400223. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the protocols once a biopsy 
result is returned to a consultant and the subsequent communication to the respective patient. 
[20537/13]

01/05/2013WRAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 to 223, 
inclusive, together.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

     Questions Nos. 224 to 228, inclusive, answered with Question No. 202.

01/05/2013WRCC00250HSE Funding

01/05/2013WRCC00300229. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will rescind the decision 
taken by the Health Service Executive to withdraw core funding for the Irish Society for Qual-
ity and Safety in Healthcare; his views on whether the HSE is accountable and transparent 
without the oversight of the ISQSH; if he will confirm where these funds have gone; if they 
have been returned to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20571/13]

01/05/2013WRCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Decisions in relation to the funding of the 
Irish Society for Quality and Safety in Healthcare are proper to the Health Service Executive 
(HSE), as appropriate to its holding of the Health Vote.

I have arranged  to have the Deputy’s questions referred to the HSE for attention and a more 
detailed response. 

01/05/2013WRCC00450Palliative Care for Children

01/05/2013WRCC00500230. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement 
the recommendations from the report, the Respite Services for Children with Life-Limiting 
Conditions and their Families in Ireland, a National Needs Assessment, on palliative care for 
children; and if so, if he will outline his implementation plan. [20587/13]

01/05/2013WRCC00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The National 
Development Committee for Children’s Palliative Care, jointly chaired by the HSE and the 
Irish Hospice Foundation, agreed that an assessment should be undertaken in HSE South and 
HSE West to complete the national picture following an earlier exercise in two HSE regions 
(HSE Dublin North East and Dublin Mid-Leinster) which examined respite care for children 
with life-limiting conditions.

The Irish Hospice Foundation and LauraLynn, Ireland’s Children’s Hospice, in partnership 
with the HSE, on 4 March published the report to provide this national overview of service pro-
vision and future respite requirements as part of a palliative care service for children in Ireland.  

The report identifies some of the challenges involved in planning for respite care such as 
difficulties with definitions and terminology; determining the numbers of children who require 
respite care and the numbers currently availing of services; the extent and location of current 
service provision; the perhaps at times unnecessary distinction between disability services and 
palliative care.
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The report provides an indication of what is currently available and what is required at a 
national level to provide for the respite needs of children and families. The report acknowledges 
that a significant level of respite support is already being provided but access is inconsistent 
around the country and can be dependent on diagnosis and/or geographic location. Most fami-
lies prefer to be able to care for their child at home. In order to be able to do so adequate support 
systems need to be in place and this includes the availability of a high standard of respite care 
both in the child’s home and also out-of-home in an appropriate residential setting/respite unit. 

The report will assist the Department of Health and the National Development Committee 
in planning for the respite needs of children with life-limiting conditions, and is a useful contri-
bution to filling in the gaps in the understanding and knowledge of the way respite services for 
children are organised.

The National Development Committee for Children’s Palliative Care will undertake to re-
spond to these recommendations through its ongoing programme of work.

01/05/2013WRCC00650Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

01/05/2013WRCC00700231. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Carlow who waited 18 months to be assessed for braces was told they would 
have to wait at least another 18 months for them to be fitted with a possibility of them then being 
too old for the scheme and the reason when they fit the criteria for braces the orthodontist would 
tell them to see a private orthodontist [20611/13]

01/05/2013WRCC00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment based on clinical need to those who have been assessed and referred for 
treatment before their 16th birthday. An individual’s access to orthodontic treatment is deter-
mined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to patients with greatest needs.  
The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him 
as soon as possible.

01/05/2013WRCC00850Suicide Prevention

01/05/2013WRCC00900232. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the review com-
pleted in 2012 by the Health Service Executive on the suicide crisis assessment nurses work 
with emergency departments and GPs (SCAN). [20628/13]

01/05/2013WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Research 
Evaluation of the Suicide Crisis Assessment Nurse (SCAN) Service was published by the HSE 
in November, 2012.  The purpose of this research was to evaluate the impact of SCAN, from 
the perspective of service users, primary care practitioners, support service providers and local 
mental health teams.

As this is a HSE report, I have referred the question to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/05/2013WRDD00150Hospital Waiting Lists

01/05/2013WRDD00200233. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time 
for a child to see an ENT; the average waiting time for a child who is referred from their GP 
to see an ENT; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a child (details supplied), who is 



1 May 2013

761

having difficulty sleeping, cannot speak properly and suffers from sleep apnoea, has been told 
that there is a two year waiting list in the ENT department for a referral from their doctor to be 
accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20632/13]

01/05/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 
12 months for a first-time outpatient appointment, and this is reflected in the HSE Service Plan. 
The National Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting 
time data, and data is now for the first time available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analy-
sis of outpatient waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long 
waiters across all hospitals enabling resources to be targeted appropriately. In parallel, the SDU 
will is working with the HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and 
delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right 
health professional at the right time. 

It is important that our health service ensures that treatments being provided are clinically 
effective and that patients who will benefit most from surgery are prioritised according to clini-
cal need and are given fast access to treatment. Following a request by the HSE, the Health 
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) has completed the first phase in a series of Health 
Technology Assessments of common surgical procedures. Four high-volume surgeries includ-
ing ENT procedures (tonsillectomy, grommet insertion and adenoidectomy) were included in 
this first phase.  For the procedures assessed in these HTAs, which have high levels of demand, 
the introduction of thresholds will potentially provide patients and their doctors with greater 
clarity about the clinical criteria used by surgeons to inform the decision to operate. The thresh-
olds, where possible, should minimise referral to surgical outpatients of patients who do not 
proceed to surgery.

In relation to the specific query regarding an outpatient ENT appointment, as this is a ser-
vice matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

01/05/2013WRDD00350Childhood Obesity

01/05/2013WRDD00400234. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the budget his De-
partment allocated for childhood obesity treatment in 2012 and 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20636/13]

01/05/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As budget allocation is the responsibility of 
the HSE, the matter has been referred for their direct reply to the Deputy.

01/05/2013WRDD00550Special Action Group on Obesity Membership

01/05/2013WRDD00600235. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the person who is 
representing paediatrics and child health on the Special Action Group on Obesity; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20638/13]

01/05/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Details of the members of the Special Action 
Group on Obesity (SAGO) are as follows:
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Dr. John Devlin - Department of Health (Chairman)

Prof. Donal O’Shea - St. Columcille’s Hospital

Dr. Cliodhna Foley Nolan - safe  food

Dr Nazih Eldin - HSE

Dr. Pat Doorley - HSE

Ms. Biddy O’Neill - HSE 

Prof. Mary Flynn - FSAI

Dr. Catherine Woods - Physical Activity Working Group - DCU

Dr. Sean Denyer - Department of Children & Youth Affairs

Dr. Tony Gaynor - Department of Education

Ms. Ursula O’Dwyer - Department of Health

Ms. Sandra Barnes - Department of Health (Secretariat)

Ms. Paulette O’Reilly - Department of Health (Secretariat)

Dr. Sean Denyer of the Department of Children & Youth Affairs is the person representing 
paediatrics and child health.

01/05/2013WRDD00750Hospital Waiting Lists

01/05/2013WRDD00800236. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed 
breakdown of the orthopaedic waiting lists in County Cork by hospital; the number of patients 
currently on the waiting list for initial consultation and surgery respectively; the timescales for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20654/13]

01/05/2013WRDD00900237. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has completed its validation of the orthopaedic waiting list which commenced in July 2012; the 
effect, if any, of this on waiting lists in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20655/13]

01/05/2013WRDD01000238. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has completed the orthopaedic outpatient improvement plan; the effect, if any, of this on wait-
ing lists in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20656/13]

01/05/2013WRDD01100239. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the number of public orthopae-
dic consultants in each hospital in County Cork; if these consultants are permanent full time 
staff; when they took up their positions; the frequency of their outpatient clinics; the plans if any 
to recruit further public orthopaedic consultants to address long waiting times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20657/13]

01/05/2013WRDD01200240. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
with the Musculoskeletal Initiative in the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital, Cork, 
which forms part of the Health Service Executive national clinical programme for orthopaedics; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20658/13]
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01/05/2013WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 236 to 240, 
inclusive, together.

Improving access to outpatient services is a key priority for the Government. For 2013, a 
maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appoint-
ment. The National Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient 
waiting time data and, for the first time data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and 
analysis of outpatient waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of 
long waiters across all hospitals enabling resources to be targeted appropriately.  In parallel, the 
SDU is working with the HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and 
delivery of outpatient services to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right 
health professional at the right time. 

In relation to the specific queries regarding orthopaedic services in Cork, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to these matters. 

01/05/2013WRDD01350Mental Health Services Provision

01/05/2013WRDD01400241. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the appointment of mental health personnel to the Sligo-Leitrim region; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20659/13]

01/05/2013WRDD01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

     Questions Nos. 242 to 247, inclusive, withdrawn.

01/05/2013WREE00250Medical Card Eligibility

01/05/2013WREE00300248. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if a child with proximal 
femoral focal deficiency qualifies for a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20678/13]

01/05/2013WREE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical cards are 
not awarded to any particular group of patients on the basis of a specific medical condition.

Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is 
based primarily on residency and means.  There are currently two categories of eligibility for 
all persons ordinarily resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility 
(all others).  Full eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits and is granted to 
persons who, in the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general prac-
titioner, medical and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hard-
ship.  There is no automatic entitlement to a medical card for persons with any specific illness.

There is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the 
income guidelines are exceeded.  The HSE  set up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of 
applications for discretionary medical cards where there are difficult personal circumstances.  

There is an emergency process for a person who is terminally ill, or in urgent need of 
medical attention and cannot afford to pay for it, that provides a card within 24 hours while the 
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normal application process is completed.  Once a letter from the patient’s GP or consultant is 
received stating that the person is terminally ill and the required personal details are provided, 
an emergency card is issued to that person for a six-month period.

01/05/2013WREE00450Medical Card Applications

01/05/2013WREE00500249. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 8 who submitted their application for a medical card before 1 April 2013 are 
disqualified from including expenses previously taken into account before additional legislation 
was enforced on 1 April 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20692/13]

01/05/2013WREE00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

01/05/2013WREE00650Medical Card Appeals

01/05/2013WREE00700250. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the correct figures for 
income and expenditure relative to an application for a medical card now under appeal will be 
examined in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if the appeal will be 
expedited and approved. [20693/13]

01/05/2013WREE00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

01/05/2013WRFF00150Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

01/05/2013WRFF00200251. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health in view of the increase in the number 
of persons suffering from arthritis here and the cost of treatment for the condition, his plans to 
include arthritis as one of the qualifying medical conditions under the long term illness scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20703/13]

01/05/2013WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In addition, people who 
cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves 
and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment process, the Health 
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Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of general practice consultation.

01/05/2013WRFF00350Mental Health Guidelines

01/05/2013WRFF00400252. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatrists 
needed for the procedure regarding a person being sent to a mental institution; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20704/13]

01/05/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I presume 
the Deputy is referring to the involuntary admission of a person to an approved  centre on the 
grounds that he or she is suffering from a mental disorder. Such admissions are governed by the 
Mental Health Act 2001, which sets out the formal procedures that must be followed where an 
application to detain a person as an involuntary patient has been made.

An application for a recommendation that a person be involuntarily admitted to an approved 
centre may be made to a Registered Medical Practitioner who following examination of the 
person, must be satisfied that he or she is suffering from a mental disorder as defined in Sec-
tion 3 of the Act. If satisfied that the person is suffering from a mental disorder, the Registered 
Medical Practitioner will make a recommendation that the person be involuntarily admitted to 
the approved centre. A Consultant Psychiatrist in the approved centre will examine the person 
within 24 hours of taking charge of the person and if the Consultant Psychiatrist agrees that the 
conditions for involuntary admission are met, he or she will sign the admissions order, which 
shall authorise the reception, detention and treatment of the person for a period no longer than 
twenty one days.

All involuntary admissions are automatically reviewed by a Mental Health Tribunal. The 
review is independent, automatic and must be completed within 21 days of the admission or 
renewal order being signed. Each Mental Health Tribunal is made up of three members, one 
of whom shall be a Consultant Psychiatrist who is not involved in the care of the person con-
cerned. In addition, the Tribunal will appoint an Independent Consultant to examine the person 
and their records as well as interviewing the Consultant Psychiatrist responsible for the care of 
the patient if necessary. The Independent Consultant Psychiatrist will then  produce a report for 
the Tribunal.  If a majority of the members of the Tribunal are satisfied that the patient is suffer-
ing from a mental disorder and that the relevant provisions of the Act relating to admission and 
detention have been complied with, they will affirm the admission order.

The Mental Health Act 2001 is being reviewed at present in line with the commitment 
contained in the Programme for Government to review the Act “informed by human rights 
standards and in consultation with service users, carers and other stakeholders”.  I established 
an Expert Group in August last year to carry out the second and substantive phase of the review 
and it is expected that the Group will publish its report in quarter 2 this year.

01/05/2013WRFF00550Mental Health Services Provision

01/05/2013WRFF00600253. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the length of queues to see a 
State psychiatrist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20705/13]

01/05/2013WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I  have asked 
the Health Service Executive to provide me with information on the specific matter raised in 
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this question. When I receive that information, I will contact the Deputy directly.

01/05/2013WRFF00750Nursing Education

01/05/2013WRFF00800254. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the measures his Department 
and the Health Service Executive will introduce to safeguard the qualifications of graduating 
midwives who will not meet the EU standards as a result of not being offered the one year work 
experience as a registered midwife required in the EU thereby precluding them from seeking 
work in an EU State which many of the graduates are considering due to the moratorium; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20717/13]

01/05/2013WRFF00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): EU Directive 2005/36/EC on the Recogni-
tion of Professional Qualifications provides a mechanism for the recognition of professional 
qualifications in the European Economic Area and Switzerland.  Where registration is a legal 
requirement in a member state, qualification recognition is usually a pre-registration step.  Au-
tomatic recognition of the qualifications of midwives applies under the Directive under certain 
conditions. This includes nurses who have undertaken the eighteen month post-graduate degree 
programme followed by certification of one years professional experience during which the 
applicant has pursued all the activities of a midwife in an approved hospital or health care es-
tablishment. 

Where automatic recognition does not apply, midwives may apply for qualification recogni-
tion under the general system of the Directive.  The general system provides for an assessment, 
on a case-by-case basis, of the qualifications of an applicant against those required to practise 
in the host member state.  If the activities covered by the profession in the home and the host 
member state are not comparable, then the qualifications cannot be recognised.  If the activities 
are comparable but deficits in the qualifications are identified, subsequent post-qualification 
professional experience of the applicant must be considered.  If deficits still remain, the host 
country must offer an applicant a compensation measure i.e. a choice of completing an adapta-
tion period or taking an aptitude test.  Nurses who do not have the required clinical practice 
experience are entitled to have their application for qualification recognition considered by the 
relevant competent authority in the State to which they are moving under the general systems 
provisions of EU Directive 2005/36/EC.

I would like to draw the Deputy’s attention to the graduate nursing initiative recently 
launched by the Health Service Executive which is also available to graduate midwives. This 
provides an opportunity for graduates in midwifery to gain two years clinical experience which 
would entitle them to automatic recognition under the Directive.

01/05/2013WRFF00950Voluntary Sector Funding

01/05/2013WRFF01000255. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health if any review is planned for the 
funding of the Irish Lung Fibrosis Association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20724/13]

01/05/2013WRFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Irish Lung Fibrosis Association is a 
member of the Irish Donor Network, the members of which met me earlier this year to discuss 
a number of issues, including consent for organ donation.  In relation to the specific query raised 
by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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01/05/2013WRFF01150Health Services Staff Recruitment

01/05/2013WRFF01200256. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health with reference to a service (details 
supplied) in County Donegal, if there is a timeframe for this appointment. [20729/13]

01/05/2013WRFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The Health Sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/05/2013WRFF01350Patient Transport Provision

01/05/2013WRFF01400257. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason the weekly transport 
services, Monday to Friday, from St. Joseph’s Hospital, Longford to the Dublin hospitals has 
ceased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20733/13]

01/05/2013WRFF01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

01/05/2013WRFF01550Accident and Emergency Services Provision

01/05/2013WRFF01600258. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm plans for a major 
expansion of accident and emergency facilities at Tallaght Hospital, Dublin; if he appreciates 
the importance of such development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20790/13]

01/05/2013WRFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

01/05/2013WRFF01750Nursing Homes Support Scheme

01/05/2013WRFF01800259. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the fair deal scheme will 
be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny based on their assess-
ment report and urgent need for residential care; the reason the approval of funds has not been 
granted; and if he will expedite the matter. [20793/13]

01/05/2013WRFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

01/05/2013WRGG00150General Medical Services Scheme Payments

01/05/2013WRGG00200260. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
received money in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [20804/13]

01/05/2013WRGG00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has been asked 
to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
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GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. Contact information has 
recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

01/05/2013WRGG00350HSE Expenditure

01/05/2013WRGG00400261. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that the Health 
Service Executive are spending more than €46,000 per year on legal fees; if he will clarify that 
the HSE seek tenders for this spend and that the moneys are divided up between just a small 
number of legal eagles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20808/13]

01/05/2013WRGG00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All Government Departments and Agencies 
funded from the Exchequer must comply with EU Directives and national guidelines on pro-
curement.  Procurement of products, goods and services including legal fees which support the 
delivery of health care is a service matter.  The Deputy’s question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.

01/05/2013WRGG00550Medical Card Applications

01/05/2013WRGG00600262. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
review of a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. 
[20809/13]

01/05/2013WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

01/05/2013WRGG00750HSE Health Insurance Claims

01/05/2013WRGG00800263. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to collect 
outstanding moneys owed to the Health Service Executive by health insurers; the total sum out-
standing; the progress made to date in ensuring doctors complete paper work within a set period 
of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20822/13]

01/05/2013WRGG00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am informed by the Health Service Execu-
tive that it is continuing a drive to reduce the time taken to submit claims to private health insur-
ance companies. The number of days taken for consultants to complete forms has reduced from 
an average of 62 days in 2010 to an average of 44 days in 2012 representing an improvement of 
29%. The HSE target is 14 working days for consultant sign-off.

Significant progress has been made in the last three years. However I recognise that there 
is a significant challenge in improving the speed of payments from insurers and my Depart-
ment continues to engage with the HSE and private health insurance companies on this issue.  
I understand that the HSE has provided a comprehensive response directly to the Deputy with 
regard to the issues raised in his question.
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01/05/2013WRGG00950Medicinal Products Prices

01/05/2013WRGG01000264. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to date in cutting the drugs spend in the State; the steps that will be taken to encourage health 
care professionals to prescribe generic drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20823/13]

01/05/2013WRGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Following inten-
sive negotiations involving the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA), the HSE 
and the Department of Health, a major new deal on the cost of drugs in the State was concluded 
in October last.  It will deliver a number of important benefits, including

- significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs,

- a lowering of the drugs bill to the State,

- timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain conditions, and

- reducing the cost base of the health system into the future.

The gross savings arising from this deal will be in excess of €400m over 3 years. €210 mil-
lion from the gross savings will make available new drugs to patients over 3 years. Thus, the 
deal will result in a net reduction in the HSE expenditure on drugs of about €190m.  The Depart-
ment of Health and the HSE have also successfully finalised discussions with the Association 
of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers in Ireland (APMI), which represents the generic industry, on 
a new agreement to deliver further savings in the cost of generic drugs. It is estimated that the 
combined gross savings from the IPHA and APMI deals will be in excess of €120 million in 
2013.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, which is currently before the 
House, provides for the introduction of a system of generic substitution and reference pricing. 
These reforms will promote price competition among suppliers and ensure that lower prices are 
paid for these medicines resulting in further savings for taxpayers and patients. The Bill passed 
Committee Stage in the House on the 19th of March. Report Stage was initiated on the 24th of 
April and is scheduled to resume on the 9th of May. I hope that the Bill will complete its pas-
sage through both Houses shortly thereafter.

It is not possible, at this juncture, to provide accurate figures regarding potential savings 
resulting from the introduction of generic substitution and reference pricing, as these depend 
on various factors including prevailing prices, number of competitors, availability of substitute 
products, and market dynamics. 

In addition, the recently established HSE Medicines Management Programme has identified 
‘preferred drugs’ for prescribers when prescribing Proton Pump Inhibitors (PPIs) or statin med-
ication for patients. This is the first time that the State has introduced a preferred drug initiative. 
PPIs are prescribed for patients with peptic ulcer disease and/or reflux and statin medication is 
for high cholesterol. The preferred PPI is Lansoprazole and the preferred statin is Simvastatin. 
The HSE is asking doctors to prescribe these preferred drugs in order to save money, both for 
patients who pay for their medication and to deliver savings of an estimated €15million for the 
taxpayer.

The Department is also committed to establishing high-level annual targets by the end of 
September for the share of generic penetration over the medium-term. These targets will be 
informed by the findings of a report currently being completed by the ESRI which is examining 
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the usage of generics in Ireland and comparable EU jurisdictions.

01/05/2013WRGG01150Road Projects Status

01/05/2013WRGG01200265. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
provided funding for the construction of a by-pass around Maigh Cuilinn in County Galway; 
the proposed timescale for the construction of this by-pass; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20581/13]

01/05/2013WRGG01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/05/2013WRGG01350Semi-State Bodies Expenditure

01/05/2013WRGG01400266. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if CIÉ 
has breached any of its loan covenants in the course of 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20667/13]

01/05/2013WRGG01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): CIÉ has not 
breached any of its loan covenants in the course of 2013.  CIÉ is currently in the process of 
renewing its banking facilities, at an increased level and on a long term basis, and I understand 
that this process is progressing well.  I recently consented to the extension of the current facili-
ties, with the approval of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, as required under 
section 28 of the Transport Act 1950. This extension was arranged to maintain CIÉ’s current 
banking arrangements pending the finalisation of the long term renewal of its banking facilities.

01/05/2013WRGG01550Road Projects Status

01/05/2013WRGG01600267. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding an application by the Slane Bypass Action Group; when he will allow the 
application for the Slane bypass to return to planning stage in view of the safety concerns held 
by local residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20726/13]

01/05/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the assessment 
and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter in the first instance for the NRA in accor-
dance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
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Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/05/2013WRGG01750Traffic Management

01/05/2013WRGG01800268. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding heavy goods vehicles using Griffith Avenue, Dublin 7, during school opening 
and closing times 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. [20737/13]

01/05/2013WRGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The enforcement 
of any traffic restrictions is a matter for An Garda Síochána.


