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       Questions Nos. 1 to 14, inclusive, answered orally.

 Questions Nos. 15 to 85 inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 86 to 94, inclusive, answered orally.

30/04/2013WRA00550Energy Prices

30/04/2013WRA0060095. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the way he can help reduce electricity costs for the small and medium sized en-
terprise sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20229/13]

30/04/2013WRA00700109. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way he can help reduce electricity costs for business; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20238/13]

30/04/2013WRA00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos. 95 and 109 together.

Responsibility for the regulation of the retail electricity market is a matter for the Com-
mission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body.  Since 4 April 
2011 prices in the electricity retail market have been fully deregulated.  Business customers can 
therefore avail of competitive offerings from electricity suppliers.  Prices are set by electricity 
suppliers and are commercial and operational matters for them.  I have no statutory function in 
the setting of electricity prices.

Electricity and gas costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global gas 
and oil prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density.  Global gas and oil prices are by far the most 
significant factor in the case of Ireland. Prices have risen sharply since the start of 2011 driven 
by events in the Middle East, North Africa and Japan and demand from China and India.  Ire-
land is at the mercy of international fossil fuel prices which dictate the retail price of electricity.

At a national level, the competitive energy market in place helps put downward pressure 
on prices.  In addition, we must focus on all possible additional actions to mitigate costs for 
business and domestic customers, including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs 
component of retail prices.

I am committed to working with enterprise and with the energy sector to ensure that the 
costs of energy are as competitive as possible. In this context, promotion of energy efficiency 
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measures is an area within our control where action can be taken to reduce energy costs.

Energy efficiency represents an opportunity for businesses to reduce their energy costs and 
improve their competitiveness.  There are energy efficiency measures in place for SMEs.  The 
Energy Efficiency Fund, which I announced in February, will assist energy efficiency projects 
in the public and commercial sectors, including SMEs.  Another support is the SME programme 
administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), under the Better Energy 
in Business programme.  It helps 2,000 businesses improve their energy efficiency and com-
petitiveness.

Promotion of indigenous sustainable sources of energy will help offset the impact of vola-
tile fossil fuel prices.  The Government has a target of 40% of electricity being generated from 
renewable sources envisaged by 2020.  Good progress has been made in meeting this target and 
its realisation will introduce more certainty in the energy fuel mix as well as boosting security 
of supply.

The latest analysis of Eurostat data on electricity and gas prices is presented in SEAI’s 
published report on electricity and gas prices in the period January to June 2012 and publicly 
available.  The price statistics are presented for different business consumers, differentiated by 
consumption level.

The report shows that VAT exclusive electricity prices increased for small business by 3.1%, 
and for medium business by 1.8% over the previous six months.  In contrast, the very smallest 
business users saw a price decrease of 6.7%.  Prices for the three categories of business con-
sumers range from 4th to 9th most expensive in the EU and these rankings have not changed 
significantly since the previous six months.  The effects of the price drivers outlined earlier in 
this response tend to place Irish electricity and gas prices towards the more expensive position 
in the EU rankings.

30/04/2013WRA00850Media Pluralism

30/04/2013WRA0090096. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the key points of his recent address at a seminar on media pluralism; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20219/13]

30/04/2013WRA01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte):  
The event to which the Deputy refers was organised by the Institute for International and Euro-
pean Affairs and was held on the 22nd of March.  It was titled ‘Media Pluralism and Freedom 
in a Connected Europe’, and provided an opportunity to discuss some important trends that are 
emerging across Europe in relation to media. Other speakers included Commissioner Neelie 
Kroes, who is Vice-President of the European Commission and Commissioner for the Digital 
Agenda and Lord David Puttnam, our Digital Ambassador.  Professor Herta Däubler-Gmelin, 
who was one of the members of EU High Level Group on Media Freedom and Pluralism, and 
a former German Minister for Justice was also present.

My address focused on the central role of media in society, and particularly around the deep-
er structural trends emerging from the impact of technological change and the consequent shifts 
in the economics of media across Europe, and indeed the world.  In short, this has involved the 
rise of a large and diverse online media, a trend which has already posed a profound challenge 
to print media, a process which is likely to progressively extend into television and audio-visual 
media over the coming years.

Online media has some very positive aspects and is genuinely important in terms of ex-
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tending media plurality and as a commercial development.  However, it may also fracture and 
disaggregate audiences and may even ensure that the scale and degree of editorial competence 
that traditionally existed in newspapers cannot be easily replicated.  Conversely, it may well 
facilitate the rise of multi-national converged media operators, something which may prove a 
challenge in terms of assuring media plurality in years to come. 

The event was an extremely interesting and worthwhile one, and raised a great many issues 
that will undoubtedly be the subject of discussions in years to come.  If the Deputy is looking 
for further information, the text of my address in on my Department’s website, and I gather that 
videos of all the presentations are available on the IIEA’s website.

30/04/2013WRA01050Postcode Implementation

30/04/2013WRA0110097. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans for a post code system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20214/13]

30/04/2013WRA01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland is the only country in the EU and OECD that does not have a national postcode. I wish to 
reiterate the strong commitment of the Government to introducing a national postcode system.

A national postcode system is in my view a vital part of the national infrastructure. Apart 
from providing efficiencies for postal delivery it will significantly impact deliveries of public 
and private services.

The procurement process for a national postcode system has proven to be more complex and 
protracted than originally envisaged. As the Deputy will appreciate it is crucial that the post-
code system to be put in place delivers the optimal level of service whilst providing full value 
for money for the tax payer. 

Since the procurement process commenced in 2011 intensive work has taken place on what 
is an extremely complex national project with many different inter-dependent aspects to it.  
Consequently the procurement process is still ongoing.  It is expected that the final tender will 
be issued to all qualified bidders in mid-May. 

The proposals in response to that tender will, in turn, be evaluated, by the postcode evalu-
ation team, a preferred option will be chosen and a recommendation will be made to Govern-
ment.  

The final decision to proceed with implementation of a national postcode will be one for 
Government and will be based on appropriate financial, technical and operational consider-
ations. I cannot give a precise date on when this decision will be made but I intend that it will 
be no later than the third quarter of this year.

30/04/2013WRA01250Broadband Services Provision

30/04/2013WRA0130098. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the progress made to date with the national broadband plan launched in 2012; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20222/13]

30/04/2013WRA01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radi-
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cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target 
date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and busi-
nesses as possible.  

During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators 
indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population by 
2015.  I welcome the progress by the commercial sector since the publication of the Plan and 
note that investments in high speed services are progressing apace particularly in urban and 
semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important mile-
stone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department will appoint, in the next 
few days, a team of experts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led 
investment.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engage-
ment will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 
2014.

Progress is also being made on the additional actions in the Plan concerning demand stimu-
lation, spectrum policy, the removal of barriers to infrastructure rollout and maximising the 
use of State assets.  Implementation of the Plan is being overseen by a High Level Group, 
which is chaired by my Department and comprises representatives from Department of Envi-
ronment, Community and Local Government, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
OPW, NewERA, ComReg and Forfás.

30/04/2013WRA01450Renewable Energy Generation

30/04/2013WRA0150099. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources with regards to the wind and wave energy projects, the tax and licensing terms of same; 
his views on whether the public adequately benefits from these natural resources. [20203/13]

30/04/2013WRA01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Energy Regulation is responsible for issuing licences to construct genera-
tion capacity and to generate electricity.

Ireland primarily supports the development of renewable energy in order that we can meet 
our challenging targets under the Renewable Energy Directive.  To achieve the 16% target we 
will have to ensure that renewable energy contributes 40% to our electricity consumption, 12% 
to our heating consumption and 10% of our transport.

To assist us meeting the electricity targets, the primary supports put in place are schemes 
of feed-in tariffs. Additionally, the qualifying period for tax relief for corporate investment in 
certain renewable energy projects was extended from 31 December 2011 to 31 December 2014 
in Budget 2012.

The purpose of the schemes and tax relief is to encourage investment in renewable energy 
projects and to facilitate the growth of electricity generation capacity using these sources.

In terms of benefits, a central objective of the Directive is to ensure that the deployment of 
renewable energy contributes to environmental and climate change objectives.

Increased renewable energy also improves security of supply and also has the benefit of dis-
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placing the imports of fossil fuel.  In 2011, it is estimated that €300 million in fossil fuel imports 
and 3.6 million tonnes of CO2 emissions were avoided – equivalent to the annual energy needs 
of almost 350,000 homes.  The bulk of the €300 million was due to the displacement of gas by 
electricity generation from wind.

In terms of the cost to the public, two major studies have been published on the impact of in-
creased wind generation on the Single Electricity Market in Ireland.  Both studies found that the 
market is capable of operating successfully with increasing amounts of wind and that the cost to 
consumers in PSO terms tends to be cancelled out by the cost savings in the wholesale market.

30/04/2013WRA01650Wind Energy Guidelines

30/04/2013WRA01700100. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will clarify the locations for wind turbines to be erected in Dublin mid-
West such as Newcastle, Rathcoole and Athgoe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19952/13]

30/04/2013WRA01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Plans to locate wind turbines in specific locations is in the first instance a matter for developers 
in consultation with the relevant planning authority, having due regard to the Development Plan 
for the area.  Any such proposed project would be subject to the Planning Acts, including the 
requirements for public consultation. Additionally, proposed projects would require appropriate 
consideration and approval by the Commission for Energy Regulation and appropriate provi-
sion for connection to the transmission system by Eirgrid.  I am not aware of any plans to erect 
wind turbines in locations in Dublin mid-West such as Newcastle, Rathcoole and Athgoe.

More generally, a technical review of the Wind Energy Guidelines is being overseen by of-
ficials from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, my Depart-
ment and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  This review will examine the manner in 
which the guidelines address key issues of community concern such as noise (including separa-
tion distance) and shadow flicker.  The review will be completed later this year.

BRIEFING

Wind and EU targets

The Government has set a target of 40% electricity consumption from renewable sources by 
2020. In the last 5 years in particular, Ireland has made huge strides in accelerating renewable 
generation. In the 2001 European RES-E Directive, Ireland was set a target of moving from 
3.6% RES-E to 13.2% RES-E by 2010. Ireland achieved 14.8% RES-E in 2010 and exceeded 
the EU target of 13.2% in 2010.

Directive 2009/28/EC on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources was 
published in June 2009. The Directive aims to ensure that by 2020, 20% of all energy consumed 
in the EU is from renewable sources covering heat, electricity and transport. 

The target addressed to Ireland is 16% of all energy consumed to be sourced from renew-
able energy by 2020. The electricity market is approximately 33% of the energy target. Ireland’s 
national target for 2020 has been set as 40% of electricity must come from renewable sources 
(RES-E).  Also, this converts to 10% of energy in the transport and 12% of energy in the heat 
sector must come from renewable sources.
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Electricity 

The electricity market is the most mature of the national support programmes. Support 
commenced in the mid-1990s based on competitive tendering under the Alternative Energy Re-
quirement (AER) programme.  The more successful feed in tariff support mechanism (REFIT) 
replaced AER from September 2007.

The primary support mechanism for renewable electricity is REFIT (Renewable Energy 
Feed in Tariff), which is designed to provide certainty to renewable electricity generators by 
providing them with a minimum floor price for each unit of electricity exported to the grid over 
a 15 year period.  This certainty afforded by a guaranteed minimum price gives them sufficient 
certainty to be able to get loans to finance the renewable developments.  REFIT 2, launched last 
year, is designed around interacting with the market price.

The increasing contribution from renewable energy technologies to the electricity market 
are summarised in the following table energy 

‘04 ‘05 ‘06 ‘07 ‘08 ‘09 ‘10 ‘11
5.2% 6.8% 8.6% 9.5% 11.9% 14.1% 14.8% 17.6%

Technologies employed 

There are 2000 megawatts (MW), approx., of installed generating plant harnessing renew-
able energy technologies.  The dominant technology developed in recent times is onshore wind 
power ca 1696 MW with a lesser amount of biomass, mainly landfill gas. Hydropower con-
tributes approximately 238 MW of installed capacity.  On an electricity system of the order of 
6000 MWs of installed capacity, wind now represents approximately 30% of the total installed 
capacity.

It was estimated a total of 1650 MW of installed renewable capacity was required to achieve 
the 15% renewable electricity target.  There were sufficient projects with both planning permis-
sion and a connection offer to deliver this target with onshore wind remaining dominant.  The 
latest figures from EirGrid show that there is a further 1,582 MW with signed connection agree-
ments or in the final stages of agreeing one.

Microgeneration

Should a microgeneration scheme be introduced, if this to be funded from the PSO levy, 
increased electricity costs would have to be borne by all customers to fund it.  This Department 
and SEAI are finalising analysis, which will be completed shortly, on the most cost effective 
options which could be considered for supporting the microgeneration sector, having regard to 
the costs and benefits for all energy consumers.

Future capacity

The recent Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) decision on the ‘Gate 3’ process pro-
vides for connection offers for 3900 MWs of additional renewable electricity capacity in the 
short term. Connection offers for Gate 3 were due to issue between December 2009 and Q3, 
2011 and have all been issued.  Major infrastructure developments are required to deliver this. 
EirGrid (the transmission system operator) has developed a plan for these necessary infrastruc-
ture developments (see: www.eirgrid.com/media/Grid%2025.pdf  ).  As a consequence, these 
projects will be building out over the decade
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30/04/2013WRA01850Energy Prices

30/04/2013WRA01900101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which electricity costs here in both the domestic and the indus-
trial sector remain competitive or in line with the costs in other EU jurisdictions; the extent to 
which all energy costs here compare favourably with those in other EU countries; if there are 
particular issues of concern in this regard which might require attention; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20164/13]

30/04/2013WRA02000377. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the degree to which energy costs to the industrial and domestic sectors here 
remains competitive with such costs in other jurisdictions throughout Europe; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20410/13]

30/04/2013WRA02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Question Nos. 101 and 377 together.

Responsibility for the regulation of the retail electricity and gas markets is a matter for the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body. Prices in 
the electricity retail market are fully deregulated and similarly for gas, except in the case of 
BGE tariffs for domestic consumers.  Customers can therefore avail of competitive offerings 
from electricity and gas suppliers.  Prices are set by suppliers and are commercial and opera-
tional matters for them. I have no statutory function in the setting of electricity or gas prices.

Electricity and gas costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global gas 
and oil prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density. Global gas and oil prices are by far the most 
significant factor in the case of Ireland. Prices have risen sharply since the start of 2011 driven 
by events in the Middle East, North Africa and Japan and demand from China and India.  Ire-
land is at the mercy of international fossil fuel prices which dictate the retail price of electricity.

At a national level, the competitive energy market in place helps put downward pressure 
on prices.  In addition, we must focus on all possible additional actions to mitigate costs for 
business and domestic customers, including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs 
component of retail prices.

I am committed to working with enterprise and with the energy sector to ensure that the 
costs of energy are as competitive as possible. In this context, promotion of energy efficiency 
measures is an area within our control where action can be taken to reduce energy costs.

Energy efficiency represents a significant opportunity for both businesses and households 
to reduce their energy costs.  There are energy efficiency measures in place to assist both busi-
ness and domestic energy consumers, with significant funding allocated to them.  The Energy 
Efficiency Fund, which I announced in February and which will commence funding specific 
measures in the near future, will assist energy efficiency projects in the public and commercial 
sectors.

Promotion of indigenous sustainable sources of energy will help offset the impact of vola-
tile fossil fuel prices. The Government has a target of 40% of electricity being generated from 
renewable sources envisaged by 2020. Good progress has been made in meeting this target and 
its realisation will introduce more certainty in the energy fuel mix as well as boosting security 
of supply. 

The latest analysis of Eurostat data on electricity and gas prices is presented in the most 
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recent report of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland on electricity and gas prices report, 
covering the period January to June 2012.  The price statistics are presented in the usual format, 
that is for a number of different business and domestic consumers differentiated by consump-
tion level, as set out by Eurostat.  This report is publicly available.

Most household electricity consumers saw increases of between 1.9% and 2.8% in price 
for the first half of 2012, compared to the previous 6 months, with Ireland’s position in the 
EU rankings varying from 5th most expensive for those consuming small amounts to 9th for 
the larger consumers.  In broad terms, for 89% of the residential electricity market, there was 
little change in the EU rankings from the previous six month period, except for the very largest 
household consumers comprising 9% of the market whose position dis-improved three places 
to 9th   most expensive.

In the first half of 2012 most business users saw price increases ranging from just under 2% 
to 8.4%.  Only very small users saw a price decrease of 6.7%.  This meant that in the various 
business user categories, depending on the level of consumption, prices ranged from around 
99% to 115 % of the EU average.

  Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 94.

30/04/2013WRA02250National Digital Strategy Publication

30/04/2013WRA02300103. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the situation regarding to the national digital strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20236/13]

30/04/2013WRA02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The National Digital Strategy will be published in the coming weeks and will set out a strong 
policy framework for greater adoption and use of digital technologies. The overarching objec-
tives will be to increase digital skills and consequent employment opportunities, assist in over-
all economic growth and job creation and facilitate the objective of delivering a wide range of 
public services in a more cost-effective way. The Digital Strategy will be implemented as an 
iterative process.  Phase 1 will focus on the key areas of enterprise, e-Learning, citizen adoption 
and fostering an indigenous digital industry.

On more specific terms, the focus of the Strategy will be:  To support traditional enterprises 
to realise the full opportunities of online transactions and trade; To achieve the full benefits of 
digital in the classroom, through the completion of the rollout of 100Mbps to all second level 
schools in Ireland (by end 2013 we will be two thirds the way through that programme); To 
provide continued support for Ireland’s digital enterprises and entrepreneurs; and To empower 
citizens by encouraging and assisting them to achieve more of the benefits of Internet engage-
ment. The Strategy will focus on the key areas of connectivity, capability, content and com-
munity   and it is my objective that with continued private and public investment in broadband 
infrastructure combined with increased skills and knowledge and the rapid development of 
more applications we can create significantly increased levels of digital participation among all 
sectors of society.

The NDS should be seen as a further element of the Government’s overall approach to 
fostering increased access to and use of digital services, complementing as it does the existing 
National Broadband Plan, last year’s e-Government Strategy and the recent National Payments 
Plan.

The trading on-line element of the Strategy will also complement the disruptive reform ini-



30 April 2013

297

tiative in this area which is included in the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs.

To help drive and deliver these ambitious objectives, last December I appointed David Putt-
nam as our first national Digital Champion.  We are lucky to have such a passionate, articu-
late and influential advocate for the possibilities of digital, particularly in the education sector.  
Working with the Department, he will be engaging with the various sectors over the coming 
months, with a view to driving the digital agenda and specifically pursuing some key goals that 
will be set out in the National Digital Strategy.

30/04/2013WRA02450Gas and Electricity Disconnections

30/04/2013WRA02500104. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of disconnections from electricity and natural gas there have 
been in the past year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20193/13]

30/04/2013WRA02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity market, including disconnections, is a matter 
for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory regula-
tor.  I have no statutory function in the matter of disconnections of electricity or gas customers 
regardless of the supply company involved.

The CER provides quarterly and annual updates on the electricity and gas retail markets, 
including on disconnections, and further information may be found at:

http://www.cer.ie/en/electricity-retail-market-reports-and-publications.aspx   

Nevertheless, the number of disconnections is a matter of concern to me as it is for the Gov-
ernment, the CER, voluntary organisations and suppliers.  The rise in numbers in recent years 
has coincided with the economic recession which has caused customer arrears and debt levels 
to rise.

In line with the CER’s Code of Practice on disconnection, electricity and gas suppliers 
must facilitate payment options/plans for domestic customers experiencing genuine hardship 
and, where appropriate, engage with a money advisor acting on behalf of the customer or a 
recognised charity.  This must include offering the customer a prepayment meter.  According 
to CER’s published report on its website on Electricity and Gas Retail Markets, concerning the 
period to the end of September 2012, over 11,000 Pay as You Go electricity meters have been 
installed.  That report also states that there are approximately 19,500 token meters in operation.  
In addition, disconnections may not be initiated where a customer has entered into a payment 
plan with the supplier and is honouring that arrangement.

I welcome the fact that CER is working with energy suppliers to ensure that they take all 
reasonable steps to assist customers through this difficult period and that disconnections result-
ing from genuine inability to pay are minimised, and only occur as a very last resort.

Implementation of the measures set out in the Government’s Affordable Energy Strategy, 
published last November, is pivotal to protecting the interests of vulnerable customers and im-
proving energy affordability.

In addition, the Government will continue to support the delivery of energy efficiency mea-
sures to vulnerable households in 2013.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme has been 
allocated Exchequer funding of €18 million for 2013, which is expected to result in upgrades 
in over 10,000 homes.  
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30/04/2013WRA02650Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRA02700105. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will report on his visit to New York and Pittsburgh; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19950/13]

30/04/2013WRA02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I visited New York, New Jersey and Pittsburgh for four days just prior to St. Patrick’s Day. 

In New York I met with Johnson Controls Inc., leaders in the energy efficiency sector; 
Verdant Power, an energy tidal company who, working with an Irish engineering company, are 
considering Ireland as their European manufacturing base; and United Technologies Corpora-
tion (UTC), a diversified company that provides a broad range of high-technology products and 
services. UTC’s European research centre in Cork is focused on research in energy and security 
and involves an investment of $15m leading to the creation of 40 new jobs.  I delivered a speech 
at the Saint Patrick’s Day Foundation dinner which included key messages on the economy 
and encouraged the attendance of approximately 500 to celebrate ‘The Gathering’ in Ireland.  
I joined a panel discussion at the Ireland Day in the New York Stock Exchange; attended the 
American Ireland Fund Young Leaders annual St. Patrick’s Day event; and delivered a speech 
at the Ireland US Council lunch.

I travelled to New Jersey and met with Bell Labs, one of the world’s foremost research 
centres, responsible for breakthroughs that have shaped the networking and communications 
industry.  Bell Labs employs 120 people in Blanchardstown together with the creation of an 
academic research consortium involving eight Irish universities and Institutes of Technology.

In Pittsburgh I delivered a speech to more than 1,000 guests at the American Ireland Fund 
dinner alongside Ambassador Dan Rooney, reiterating the message that Ireland is open for 
business, highlighting key messages on the economy in terms of recovering our financial sov-
ereignty and the strong performance of Ireland in terms of exports and investment to and from 
the United States and promoted ‘The Gathering’.  At a business leaders’ breakfast meeting, I 
met with Congressman Tim Murphy, County Executive Rich Fitzgerald, the Pittsburgh City 
Comptroller Michael Lamb and representatives of a number of companies working in the en-
ergy sector. I also attended the Pittsburgh St. Patrick’s Day parade.

30/04/2013WRA02850Electricity Generation

30/04/2013WRA02900106. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources with regards to the planned Dublin Array project, the licensing terms that 
will apply if the project goes ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20200/13]

30/04/2013WRA03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Commission for Energy Regulation is responsible for issuing licences to construct genera-
tion capacity and to generate electricity. Development in the foreshore is subject to the Fore-
shore Acts 1993 to 2005, which require that a lease or licence for development activity must 
be obtained from the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.  I 
understand that an application by Saorgus Energy Limited for a foreshore lease in respect of an 
offshore wind farm, known as the Dublin Array project, is under consideration by the Minister 
for the Environment, Community and Local Government.
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30/04/2013WRA03050Postal Services

30/04/2013WRA03100107. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the measures he will take to expand the banking facilities offered by An Post; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20209/13]

30/04/2013WRA03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Issues relating to the post office network and An Post’s commercial products are an operational 
matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no statutory function.    

30/04/2013WRA03250Electricity Generation

30/04/2013WRA03300108. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his response to the Forfás recommendation that subsidies for peat generated electric-
ity should be discontinued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20225/13]

30/04/2013WRA03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Public Service Obligation (PSO) levy has been in place since 2001 and is the overall sup-
port mechanism for peat generation, for certain conventional generation constructed for secu-
rity of supply purposes and for the development of renewable electricity.  The levy is designed 
to compensate electricity suppliers for the additional costs they incur by purchasing electricity 
generated by these producers, including the three peat stations.  Peat-fired electricity plants are 
supported as they contribute to security of supply through the use of indigenous fuels.

The particular PSO scheme for peat generation was approved by the European Commission 
in 2001 and was designed to enable the accelerated closing down by ESB of the then existing 
six old peat fired plants and the building of two new more environmentally friendly and effi-
cient plants with a 15-year operational lifetime.  The PSO also applied to the peat fired plan in 
Edenderry which is now owned by Bord na Móna.

The peat PSO for Edenderry expires in 2015 and Bord na Móna is incrementally increasing 
the co-firing of biomass with peat.  The PSO for the two ESB peat stations expires in 2019.  
REFIT 3, opened last year, aims to support co-firing of biomass at all three peat stations. I have 
no plans to end the PSO for peat in advance of the dates for their expiry under the European 
Commission approvals.  

  Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 95.

30/04/2013WRA03650Wind Energy Guidelines

30/04/2013WRA03700110. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way he will address the concerns being raised by the proposed expansion of Ire-
land’s wind energy sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20210/13]

30/04/2013WRA03800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Any proposed projects resulting in the expansion of Ireland’s wind energy sector will be subject 
to the Planning Acts, including the requirements for public consultation. 

In addition, a technical review of the Wind Energy Guidelines is being overseen by officials 
from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, my Department and 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.  The review will be completed later this year.
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30/04/2013WRA03850Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRA03900111. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will report on the informal meeting of EU Energy Ministers in Ireland this 
month; the issues discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20234/13]

30/04/2013WRA04000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy is aware, Energy Ministers met in Dublin over two days last week to discuss 
various topics relevant to the way forward for European energy policy. 

The deliberations commenced with a joint discussion amongst Energy and Environment 
Ministers to help identify key priority issues which will need to be addressed to ensure a coher-
ent post 2020 energy and climate policy framework facilitating a transition to a competitive 
low-carbon economy.

This joint discussion was timely and Ministers recognise the need for greater certainty on 
targets in mutually supporting the achievement of cost effective and cost efficient climate and 
energy policies.  There is potential for maximising synergies while addressing the possible 
trade-offs between competitiveness, security of supply and sustainability.

Commissioner Oettinger attended the Informal Meeting.  He highlighted how any new 
framework should take into account current economic difficulties whilst remaining ambitious 
on the long-term low carbon objective.

The Council of Energy Ministers also discussed the effects of unconventional oil and gas 
on energy supply, competitiveness and prices.  In relation to the work currently underway by 
the European Commission on unconventional hydrocarbon extraction, the Irish Presidency re-
quested that the Commission would reflect on the debate among Ministers in Dublin, particu-
larly on the global competitiveness and security of supply aspects, and to take those views into 
consideration in their work on the matter, having regard to legitimate environmental and safety 
considerations.

The two days of discussions were informed by the goal of full implementation of the in-
ternal energy market. Ministers agreed that this is not an end in itself, but rather, it must bring 
tangible benefits to all energy consumers.

On the issue of the links between smart technology, innovation and energy policy, I conclud-
ed that the ultimate objective in rolling out standardised smart meters and smart grids across 
Europe must be value and benefit driven, with a specific consumer focus. In so doing, we must 
recognise the energy needs, circumstances and IT capabilities of all categories of consumers.  
Data protection concerns should also be considered and addressed.  The need for public aware-
ness campaigns on the potential advantages was acknowledged and the benefits must be clear 
to all individual energy customers and management of energy consumption. Product and price 
analysis must be simple and straightforward.

The financing of energy efficiency measures was also discussed. Realising the energy ef-
ficiency potential of buildings is central to the EU’s energy efficiency policy.  Nearly 40% of 
final energy is consumed in homes, offices and shops. The challenge that Energy Ministers face 
is to find the necessary finance to underpin the energy retrofit renovation that is required as part 
of our 2020 energy and climate goals.  This is particularly important given the potential for jobs 
and growth that a sustained campaign of energy efficiency in buildings would realise.

The integration of variable renewable energy sources, in particular wind and solar energy, 
was also discussed and the Ministers agreed that the proper development of energy policy must 
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adequately recognise the numerous challenges, including cost considerations, in the incremen-
tal transition to a low carbon economy.

I concluded the two day session by stating that in relation to all the energy matters con-
sidered by the Ministers, our level of ambition must be underpinned by a rigorous analysis of 
the costs and benefits associated with the different possible approaches to new and existing 
policies, especially in exploiting new opportunities.  National energy circumstances are also 
important, as we strive to reduce our dependence on imported fossil fuels.

I will, during the remainder of our Presidency, be facilitating continued discussions at the 
Energy Working Party on identifying a robust 2030 framework which will facilitate long term 
European competitiveness and security of supply.  Europe must maintain its leadership position 
in the transition to a low carbon future, particularly with regard to energy efficient and clean 
technology, products and services.

I should also highlight also that the Council of Ministers agreed that I would write to Presi-
dent Van Rompuy to update him on our deliberations which the Ministers wish to see inputted 
to the forthcoming Council of Europe meeting in May.  

30/04/2013WRA04050Prospecting Licences

30/04/2013WRA04100112. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if his attention has been drawn to the drilling rigs at Catherline bog, County 
Limerick; if his attention has been drawn to the purpose of these rigs; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20189/13]

30/04/2013WRA04200Minister fof State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): Xstrata Zinc Ireland Ltd. holds prospecting licences under 
the Minerals Development Acts 1940 to 1999 over an area centred on Caherconlish, County 
Limerick and including the townland of Caherline referred to by the Deputy.  The minerals 
licensed for exploration in this case are base metals, barytes and zinc.  I am informed that the 
company is currently carrying out an approved programme of drilling in the area, employing 
five drilling rigs.  In carrying out all such activities within the licensed area, it is a strict condi-
tion that the licensee must conduct operations so as to avoid damage to the environment and the 
amenities of the area, to avoid or minimise disturbance of persons resident there and comply 
with all relevant statutory planning and environmental requirements.

30/04/2013WRA04250Post Office Network

30/04/2013WRA04300113. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the steps being taken to support the maintenance of the post office network; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19956/13]

30/04/2013WRA04400116. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has taken account of the proposals set out in the report on promoting a sus-
tainable future for the post office network.  [20195/13]

30/04/2013WRA04500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 113 and 116 together.

Operational matters and the role of developing commercial strategies for the post office 
network are a matter for the management and Board of An Post and one in which I have no 
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statutory function.

As shareholder, however, I have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing commercial 
position of the Company and I regularly liaise with the Company in this regard.

An Post has many strengths and has the largest retail presence in the country.  I have im-
pressed on the Company the need to further exploit its unique position in this regard and have 
been supportive of its attempts to diversify its income streams and to win a wider range of com-
mercial contracts offering higher margins.

I welcome the Joint Oireachtas Committee’s ‘Report on Promoting a Sustainable Future for 
the Post Office Network’.  I have read and considered this report and found it both positive and 
ambitious.

An Post has made much progress towards diversification with its enhanced arrangement 
with AIB and its agreement with Aviva for the transfer of Aviva Ireland’s branch offices per-
sonal insurance business book to One Direct.

In the context of the public sector transformation agenda I will continue to engage with my 
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to consideration, as ap-
propriate, of the post office network for transactional elements of the business of Government 
Departments and Agencies and have stressed to my Government colleagues that the network is 
ideally configured for over the counter transactions.

Overall, it is Government policy that An Post remains a strong and viable company, in a po-
sition to provide a high quality, nationwide postal service and maintain a nationwide customer 
focused network of post offices.

30/04/2013WRA04550Hydraulic Fracturing Policy

30/04/2013WRA04600114. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he has had any discussions with the Minister for Environment in Stormont 
regarding the expansion of the area designated for hydraulic fracturing; if this runs contrary 
to awaiting the findings of the Environmental Protection Agency report; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20192/13]

30/04/2013WRA04700Minister fof State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): No area of the Irish onshore has been designated for hy-
draulic fracturing.  Accordingly, there can be no question of expanding an area, where no area 
has been so designated. As I have informed this House previously, the findings of the further 
EPA research will inform decisions on projects that propose the use of hydraulic fracturing as 
part of an unconventional gas exploration programme.  There can be no decision on any such 
proposal until after there has been time to consider the EPA research findings. There is no 
change in this position.  

30/04/2013WRA04750Renewable Energy Generation

30/04/2013WRA04800115. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the action he is taking regarding Ireland’s marine renewable energy development 
[20232/13]

30/04/2013WRA04900121. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
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ural Resources his views on whether the closure of an ocean energy research company (details 
supplied) in County Kildare represents a failure on the part of the State to adequately plan in 
the long term to realise employment from harnessing domestic natural resources; if he will offer 
any solutions which may restore funding either from the State or from other sources; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [18359/13]

30/04/2013WRA05000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 115 and 121 together.

Wave and tidal energy is still at the research, development and deployment stage globally 
and is not yet commercially viable. 

Ireland’s 2020 legally binding target under the Renewable Energy Directive has to be met 
across the transport, heating and electricity sectors by 2020.  The target is set at 16% of all 
energy consumed to be from renewable sources.  Ireland has set out that we intend to meet the 
target through 40% renewable electricity, 10% renewable transport and 12% renewable heating 
by 2020, which together amounts to 16% of all energy consumed.  At the end of 2012, 6.4% of 
all energy consumed was from renewable sources, hence a significant increase is required in 
the period to 2020. 

Wave and tidal energy has the potential to contribute to our renewable electricity target 
by 2020, provided the technologies become commercially viable in the period to 2020.  Our 
National Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) includes 75MW of ocean energy contribut-
ing to our 2020 target out of an estimated total of 4000MW required to deliver 40% renewable 
electricity.  This is based on the assumption that by 2020 some early pre-commercial wave and 
tidal devices will be connected and exporting power to the electricity grid. 

A range of supports have been deployed since 2009 in support of wave and tidal develop-
ment.  The Ocean Energy Development Unit in the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI) has been taking forward the development of the sector through administration of a Pro-
totype Development Fund of grants for industry.  The purpose of the Prototype Development 
Fund is to fund research, development and deployment.  SEAI has also been progressing the de-
velopment of a full scale grid connected wave test site off County Mayo, which would comple-
ment existing wave testing facilities i.e. the wave tank in Cork and the quarter scale wave test-
ing site in Galway Bay.  It should also be noted that the cumulative amount of expenditure on 
Ocean Energy in the period 2009 – 2013, including the estimated 2013 allocation, is €19.159m.

Given the nature of research, development and deployment activity, especially in non-com-
mercially viable areas such as wave and tidal energy, it is a reality that such activity is a high 
risk business for companies who engage in it.  In this context I am aware of the closure of the 
company referred to by the Deputy.  I understand that SEAI provided Prototype Funding to this 
company in the past but having engaged in due diligence of the company, and taking account of 
available resources, were unable to offer any further grant aid.

Other supports for the sector include the development of the Beaufort Laboratory as part of 
the IMERC facility in Cork, which will see a re-housing of the wave tank facility and will bring 
together researchers in the area currently based in the Hydraulics and Maritime Research Cen-
tre (HMRC) and the Coastal and Marine Research Centre (CMRC), as part of a broader campus 
approach with the Naval College, UCC and Cork Institute of Technology, aimed at maximising 
on marine industrial opportunities. 

Research in the ocean energy area is ongoing in most universities across the country and 
ocean energy was recently identified as of 1 of 14 priority research areas by the Department of 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in their Research Prioritisation Exercise.  SEAI has been al-



Questions - Written Answers

304

located funding for ocean energy by my Department this year and will be continuing to offer 
grants under the Prototype Development Fund in 2013 and to progress development of the grid 
connected wave test site off County Mayo.

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 113.

30/04/2013WRB00150Electricity Transmission Network

30/04/2013WRB00200117. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources when the North-South electricity interconnector will be complete; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20226/13]

30/04/2013WRB00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
EirGrid and Northern Ireland Electricity (NIE) are jointly planning a second North South elec-
tricity interconnector which will provide a second high-capacity electricity transmission line 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland.

The proposed project is a 400kV overhead line linking the existing 400kV substation in 
Woodland, County Meath, with a planned substation in Turleenan, County Tyrone.

EirGrid has this month published a report which includes a re-evaluation of all aspects of 
the proposed development and which identifies a preferred corridor and an indicative line route 
for that part of the 400 kV overhead line to be located in Ireland.  EirGrid is seeking feedback 
from concerned parties on the contents and the findings of this report over the coming weeks.

EirGrid will consider all feedback received before finalising its preferred project solution, 
which is expected to be published in the coming months.  This in turn will be the subject of a 
further period of formal public consultation. 

This consultation will focus on the preferred line design, including the line route, preferred 
structure and tower locations; methodology for siting and construction of towers; and environ-
mental issues to be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.

The subsequent step after this consultation will be the submission of an application for plan-
ning approval to An Bord Pleanála, most likely at the end of this year or early 2014.  Assuming 
the application is successful, I am informed by EirGrid that it is expected that construction will 
commence in 2015 and take at least three years to complete.

30/04/2013WRB00350Natural Gas Grid

30/04/2013WRB00400118. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if Bord Gáis intends to take spurs off the new main gas pipeline being placed through 
County Wexford in order to facilitate smaller industries (details supplied), not located on the 
route of the mainline, who would benefit from such a supply; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20179/13]

30/04/2013WRB00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The development and expansion of the natural gas network is in the first instance a commercial 
matter for Gaslink, which is mandated under Section 8 of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, to de-
velop and maintain a system for the supply of natural gas that is both economical and efficient.

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent body, charged 
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with the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop and operate a gas 
distribution system within the State.  I have no direct statutory function in relation to connec-
tions to the gas network.

In 2006, the CER approved a new network connections policy which enabled reassessment 
of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  This policy was updated in 
2011.  In order for any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need 
to be satisfied as a prerequisite.  The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own 
or as part of a regional group of towns.  The policy framework provides that, over a certain 
period, the costs of connecting a town, or group of towns, to the network are recouped through 
the actual economic consumption of gas and the associated tariffs.

In December 2012 Gaslink announced a decision to extend the gas network to Wexford 
town.  This followed an earlier decision by the CER to connect the Great Island power station 
to the gas network. 

As regards the connection of enterprises to the gas network, such connections are subject 
to charges and usage commitments, in line with the CER approved Connections Policy.  The 
Policy details how connection charges are calculated for the various categories of industrial, 
commercial and domestic customers. Connection costs are split between upfront charges, sup-
plemental charges and future tariff commitments. 

Full details are available at Gaslink’s website at www.gaslink.ie.  Applications to connect to 
the gas network should be made directly to Gaslink.

30/04/2013WRB00550Appointments to State Boards

30/04/2013WRB00600119. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to any possible conflict between members of energy 
advisory committees and commercial energy companies in relation to current or proposed proj-
ects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20188/13]

30/04/2013WRB00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The appointments of chairmen and directors to State Boards are made in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of the legislation governing those boards.  The boards act in accordance 
with the revised Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies published by the Depart-
ment of Finance in 2009, and all Board members are required to make Statements of Interests 
under the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001.

30/04/2013WRB00750Renewable Energy Generation

30/04/2013WRB00800120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which targets set by his Department are being realised or are 
achievable in respect of alternative energy electricity generation and reduction in dependency 
on fossil fuels in each of the past four years to date; the extent to which this is in line with targets 
set at European level; if any corrective measures are required; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20163/13]

30/04/2013WRB00900122. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans for the development of the wind energy sector here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20221/13]
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30/04/2013WRB01000375. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which fossil fuel imports have been replaced by indigenous 
alternative energy sources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20408/13]

30/04/2013WRB01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 120, 122 and 375 together.

Under the Renewable Energy Directive, Ireland is required to increase renewable energy 
from 3.1% in 2005 to 16% in 2020, with a minimum target of 10% in the transport sector.  
Energy is consumed across the transport, heating and electricity sectors.  At end 2012, we had 
reached 6.4% of overall energy consumption from renewable sources.  Our intention is to reach 
our overall target through 40% renewable electricity, 10% renewable transport and 12% renew-
able heating, which together amount to 16% of all energy consumption. 

Under the Directive, Ireland was required to set out in a National Renewable Energy Action 
Plan (NREAP) the trajectory towards meeting its legally binding target.  The NREAP and the 
First Progress Report on the NREAP, which are available on my Department’s website, show 
the sectoral and technology breakdown that we anticipate in the achievement of our target.  
Wind generated electricity is expected to play a major role.  At end 2012, 19.5% approximately 
of our electricity consumption was from renewable sources.  The following table provides a 
breakdown of renewables consumption over the period 2007 to 2012.

Nor-
malised

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012(P)

Renew-
ables % 
of Gross 
Electricity

9.9% 11.1% 13.7% 14.9% 17.6% 19.5%

Hydro 
(nor-
malised)

2.5% 2.5% 2.6% 2.6% 2.7% 2.7%

Wind (nor-
malised)

6.8% 7.9% 10.2% 11.2% 13.7% 15.2%

Biomass 0.0% 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.5% 0.9%
Landfill 
Gas

0.5% 0.5% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6%

Biogas 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

Feed-in tariffs are the primary support mechanism for wind energy in Ireland.  REFIT 2 
which was launched last year is designed to incentivise the addition of up to 4,000MW of new 
renewable electricity capacity to the Irish grid from onshore wind, hydro and biomass landfill 
gas technologies.  Plants must be new plants in all cases, neither built nor under construction on 
1 January 2010. Projects must be operational by the end of 2017.  The support for any particular 
project cannot exceed 15 years and may not extend beyond 31 December 2032.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) published a report entitled “Energy in 
Ireland” in November 2012.  That report gives an estimated figure of approximately €300 mil-
lion in avoided national gas imports from the use of all renewable energies in the generation of 
electricity in 2011.  Wind generation alone would account for an estimated €240 million of the 
€300 million in avoided gas imports.
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The Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation that UK Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, Edward Davey and I signed on 24 January will result in comple-
tion of consideration of how Irish renewable energy resources, onshore and offshore, might 
be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the United Kingdom.  This will determine 
whether it is beneficial for both countries to enter into an Inter-Governmental Agreement under 
the Renewable Energy Directive to provide for renewable energy trading.

If an Inter-Governmental Agreement is entered into, there are potential significant employ-
ment opportunities.  As an example, employment creation arising from a 3,000MW project 
would be expected to be in the order of 3,000 to 6,000 job years in the construction phase, 
with the actual number dependent on the construction schedule to 2020.  There would also be 
additional jobs created in the ongoing maintenance of turbines over a 20-year operating life.  
Further employment opportunities could arise if turbines or components were to be manufac-
tured in Ireland.  All relevant State agencies, particularly in the enterprise area, would have to 
coordinate their activities early in the process to ensure employment potential of export projects 
is maximised.  This opportunity has already been identified by the Industrial Development Au-
thority and Enterprise Ireland in their clean technology growth strategies.

Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 115.

Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 120.

30/04/2013WRB01450Renewable Energy Generation

30/04/2013WRB01500123. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the level of discussions that have taken place with wind energy companies in relation 
to the erection of wind turbines in the midlands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20190/13]

30/04/2013WRB01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation that UK Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, Edward Davey and I signed on 24 January will result in comple-
tion of consideration of how Irish renewable energy resources, onshore and offshore, might 
be developed to the mutual benefit of Ireland and the United Kingdom.  This will determine 
whether it is beneficial for both countries to enter into an Inter-Governmental Agreement under 
the Renewable Energy Directive to provide for renewable energy trading.

The amount of energy to be procured by the United Kingdom and the mechanisms for shar-
ing the resultant economic benefits, including an appropriate return to the Exchequer, are mat-
ters to be addressed in the coming year, and ahead of signing a potential Inter-Governmental 
Agreement, which would have to consider, and provide appropriately for, any risk to the Irish 
State or consumer.

Since taking up my position as Minister for Communications, Energy, and Natural Re-
sources, I have been meeting with companies and individuals involved in the development 
of renewable energy on an on-going basis.  That includes several developers who have made 
presentations and discussed their ideas for the development of renewable energy projects for 
export.  In terms of Ireland’s negotiations with the UK, we have not yet determined or agreed 
the selection process for any potential joint projects, which will be a further matter to be dis-
cussed and negotiated in the coming year.  Any such selection process would, of course, be open 
and transparent.

Any new wind turbines that may be built will be subject to the Planning Acts, including the 
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requirements for public consultation.

30/04/2013WRB01650Offshore Exploration

30/04/2013WRB01700124. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the location from which the oil rig that is currently drilling off Dunquin, County 
Kerry, is being serviced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20197/13]

30/04/2013WRB01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
A shore base has been established in the Port of Cork for the duration of the Dunquin well op-
erations.  A fleet of four vessels will be rotating between the drilling unit and the shore base to 
provide support for the operations.  The fleet includes two certified standby vessels with one 
vessel stationed at the drilling unit at all times.  A Cork based company has been engaged by the 
operator in providing shore base services, including stevedoring and equipment storage.  In ad-
dition, waste management services and fuel supply are also being provided by Irish companies.  
Helicopter flights to and from the drilling unit are being operated out of Cork Airport.

30/04/2013WRB01850Telecommunications Services Provision

30/04/2013WRB01900125. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the discussions he has had with mobile telephone companies in relation to the elimi-
nation of roaming charges between the Six Counties and 26 Counties; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20191/13]

30/04/2013WRB02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The regulation of maximum permitted retail charges for roaming services within a fully lib-
eralised EU market is pursued as an EU competency, following the commencement of “EU 
Regulation No. 717/2007 on roaming on mobile telephone networks within the Community”.  
There have been three such EU Regulations since the first regulation commenced in July 2007, 
which have successively reduced the maximum permitted retail roaming charges as well as in-
troducing consumer protection measures to inform users of the roaming charges they may incur 
and to avoid bill shocks.

The overall objective of these Regulations is to bring about common tariffs for national and 
roaming services across the EU over time.  A number of mobile service providers in Ireland 
already offer options for users roaming in Northern Ireland which charge for such services at or 
below their national unit rates.  The available options when roaming in Northern Ireland include 
roaming calls billed at national rates, calls included within bundled minutes and calls billed at 
out of bundle rates, where users opt for a related network operator when roaming.  The offers 
differ from service provider to service provider.

The current EU Regulation, No. 531/2012, which commenced in July 2012, imposes two 
further reductions in retail roaming charges to be implemented by 1 July 2013 in the first in-
stance, followed by a further reduction by I July 2014.  The regulated maximum per minute 
price, exclusive of VAT, will then have reduced from €0.49 in 2007 to €0.19 for making a call 
and from €0.24 in 2007 to €0.05 for receiving a call.  In addition the retail price for data services 
when roaming, will reduce from €0.70 to €0.20 per megabyte, exclusive of VAT, between July 
2012 and July 2014.

The current EU Regulation also requires the EU Commission to review the effectiveness of 
these measures, including a review of the availability of offers providing a common tariff for 
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national and roaming.  The review mechanism is designed to ensure that the impact of the cur-
rent EU Regulation, is closely monitored and that new measures can be introduced if necessary.  
My Department will participate actively in this review and the Commission is to make a final 
report to the European Parliament and Council by 30 June 2016.

30/04/2013WRB02050Natural Gas Grid

30/04/2013WRB02100126. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on the Western Development Commission paper, Why Invest in Gas?, 
which outlines the clear benefit of extending the natural gas distribution network to the north 
west; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19955/13]

30/04/2013WRB02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions raised by 
him on this issue, the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the statutory, independent 
body, charged with the assessment and licensing of prospective operators seeking to develop 
and operate a gas distribution system within the State.  I have no direct statutory function in 
relation to the connection of towns to the gas network.

The CER, in 2006, approved a network connections policy which enabled reassessment 
of the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  In order for any town to be 
connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be satisfied as a prerequisite.  
The policy allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own or as part of a regional group of 
towns.

This policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting a town, 
or group of towns, to the network are recouped through the actual economic consumption of gas 
and the associated tariffs.  Uneconomic projects would increase costs for all energy consumers.

Under the CER’s policy framework, Bord Gáis Networks, and latterly Gaslink, carried out a 
comprehensive review of towns not connected to the national gas network.  Gaslink published 
its New Towns Analysis Phase 3 report in 2010.

The study included a review of the feasibility of connecting 11 towns in the West and North 
West region which are the focus of the Western Development Commission paper, “Why Invest 
in Gas”.  However, the Gaslink review found that none of the towns qualified for connection on 
economic grounds.  

Gaslink will continue to review the towns which did not qualify for connection under the 
2010 Study as well as other towns.  The key factor which would qualify a town or group of 
towns in any future review would be a significant increase in demand for natural gas, usually as 
a result of the addition of a new large industrial or commercial facility.

30/04/2013WRB02250Renewable Energy Generation

30/04/2013WRB02300127. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way Ireland compares with other European countries regarding the addition of 
biofuels in petrol and diesel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20178/13]

30/04/2013WRB02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Biofuel Obligation Scheme was introduced in July 2010 as the primary means to meet 
the target of at least 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020, which was mandated to each 
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Member State by the 2009 Renewable Energy Directive.

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme works by obligating large road transport fuel suppliers to 
bring a certain amount of biofuels to the market.  Since 1 January 2013, the obligation rate 
stands at 6% by volume.

The main types of biofuels being used in Ireland are ethanol which is blended with petrol 
and biodiesel which is blended with diesel.  Blends of up to 5% ethanol can be used in any 
petrol powered vehicle with blends of up to 7% biodiesel suitable for use in all diesel vehicles.

How each Member State meets its 10% target is a matter for that Member State.  However, 
I understand that most Member States use quota systems similar to ours, though some define 
their obligation in energy terms rather than by volume and there is a wide range of obligation 
rates across Member States.  For example, Germany has a 6.5% by volume obligation and Por-
tugal has a 5.5% obligation in energy terms.  The UK rate for 2013 and 2014 is 4.75% by vol-
ume.  Other countries also use gaseous biofuels such as biogas and biomethane in gas powered 
vehicles and the use of higher blend liquid fuels such as E85 is more commonplace in Europe 
than in Ireland.

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme has successfully delivered increased amounts of biofuel 
in Ireland resulting in 145 million litres being placed on the Irish market in 2011.  Of this, ap-
proximately 18.5 million litres was produced indigenously from waste material such as used 
cooking oil.  For the purpose of the Biofuel Obligation Scheme, a litre of biofuel produced from 
wastes and residues counts as two litres which means the use of such biofuel is incentivised 
under the scheme.  Though figures for 2012 are not yet available, I understand that the amount 
of indigenous biofuel on the market increased last year.  The recent increase in the obligation 
rate along with future increases will see the biofuel market grow to an estimated 500 million 
litres by 2020.  This will continue to create opportunities for indigenous industry to produce 
biofuels here in Ireland.

30/04/2013WRB02450Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

30/04/2013WRB02500128. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if there are towns to be added to the MAN scheme; if these towns will be 
identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20194/13]

30/04/2013WRB02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
There are no plans to add further towns to the Metropolitan Area Networks programme at this 
time.

The Government however recognises the need to ensure that high speed broadband is avail-
able in all parts of Ireland to underpin economic growth, enable eCommerce and greater con-
nectivity for citizens generally.  To this end, the National Broadband Plan, which I published 
in August last, aims to ensure that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of 
our citizens and businesses.

Specifically, the Plan commits to: 70Mbps to 100Mbps available from the commercial mar-
ket operators to more than half of the population by 2015; At least 40Mbps, and in many cases 
faster speeds, to at least a further 20% and potentially as much as 35% of the population, and  A 
minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.

During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators 
indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population 
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by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector operators are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important mile-
stone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department will appoint, in the next 
few days, a team of experts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led 
investment.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engage-
ment will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

30/04/2013WRB02650Wind Energy Guidelines

30/04/2013WRB02700129. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if there are any plans to locate wind turbines on the banks of the River Liffey 
between Strawberry Beds and Lucan, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19951/13]

30/04/2013WRB02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Plans to locate wind turbines in specific locations is in the first instance a matter for developers 
in consultation with the relevant planning authority, having due regard to the Development Plan 
for the area.  Any such proposed project would be subject to the Planning Acts, including the 
requirements for public consultation. I am not aware of any plans to locate wind turbines on the 
banks of the River Liffey between Strawberry Beds and Lucan.

More generally, a technical review of the Wind Energy Guidelines is being overseen by of-
ficials from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, my Depart-
ment and the SEAI.  This review will examine the manner in which the guidelines address key 
issues of community concern such as noise (including separation distance) and shadow flicker.  
The review will be completed later this year.

30/04/2013WRB02850Natural Gas Grid

30/04/2013WRB02900130. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if there will be any negative impact upon the ability of Bord Gáis Energy to 
fund research and development projects into alternative energy by indigenous companies as a 
result of the sale of Bord Gáis Energy; if so, the way in which he intends to replace this source 
of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19954/13]

30/04/2013WRB03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Bord Gáis Éireann has invested both capital and resources into specific research and develop-
ment projects providing support to emerging technologies and it is hoped that this investment 
will deliver added value to the company’s energy business, Bord Gáis Energy, which will short-
ly be offered for sale as part of the State Assets Disposal Programme.

Any future funding by this company will be solely a matter for a potential future owner of 
Bord Gáis Energy.
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The Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation is taking forward Ireland’s overall Re-
search and Development framework and in 2012 Ministers Bruton and Sherlock launched a 
national research prioritisation plan for Ireland to target the majority of the Government’s core 
€500 million budget that the State spends on scientific research every year on areas with the 
greatest potential for economic return.  Research priorities that were identified for the energy 
sector include the area of smart grids/smart cities and the area of marine renewable energy.

30/04/2013WRB03050Referendum Commission Expenditure

30/04/2013WRB03100131. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if moneys have been allocated within 
the Central Fund for the holding of a referendum on the expected Thirty Second Amendment 
of the Constitution (Abolition of the Seanad) Bill; if so, the total amount of money allocated 
and the anticipated cost of holding such a referendum; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20173/13]

30/04/2013WRB03200133. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if moneys have been allocated within 
his Department’s Vote for the current year for the establishment of a Referendum Commission 
for the expected Thirty Second Amendment of the Constitution (Abolition of the Seanad) Bill; 
if so, the total amount of money which has been allocated for this purpose; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20171/13]

30/04/2013WRB03300The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 131 and 133 together.

€2.1 million has been allocated in my Department’s 2013 Vote for the establishment of a 
Referendum Commission on the abolition of the Seanad.

30/04/2013WRB03350Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRB03400132. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if the Secretary General of his Depart-
ment, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish his diary on the Depart-
ment’s website on a monthly basis. [19971/13]

30/04/2013WRB03500The Taoiseach: My Department has committed in its Strategy Statement to undertake spe-
cific actions to promote transparency.  To advance this, a programme of measures was recently 
initiated to promote transparency through the routine publication of information on a quarterly 
basis. 

Information published on the Department’s website to date includes details of foreign travel 
expenses in respect of the Taoiseach and Ministers of State at the Department, details of pur-
chase orders in excess of €20,000, minutes of IFSC Clearing House Group, minutes of the De-
partment’s Management Advisory Committee  and a log of Freedom of Information requests.  
As part of this programme, the Department will also shortly publish the Secretary General’s 
diary on a quarterly basis subject to any necessary redactions for confidentiality reasons. 

All of this information is being published on a regular basis in addition to the significant 
volume of material published in response to Parliamentary Questions and under Freeedom of 
Information, which includes details of all payments made by the Department and of the Secre-
tary General’s diary.

Question No. 133 answered with Question No. 131.
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30/04/2013WRC00075Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRC00100134. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Taoiseach when he plans to meet with Justice for 
the Forgotten, and if he will confirm a date for same. [20275/13]

30/04/2013WRC00200The Taoiseach: I have agreed to meeting with the Justice for the Forgotten Group and the 
families of other victims of the troubles. In preparation for a meeting with Justice for the For-
gotten officials from my Department met with representatives of the Group on 18th February 
and have been in regular contact since that meeting.  I hope to be in a position to meet with the 
Group shortly, and a date will be confirmed to them as soon as possible.

30/04/2013WRC00250Trade Relations

30/04/2013WRC00300135. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to have a trade mission to Canada; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19929/13]

30/04/2013WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Cana-
da has been identified as a priority market under the Government’s strategy for promoting trade, 
tourism and investment Trading and Investing in a Smart Economy. Our merchandise exports to 
Canada increased by 11% in 2012 to over €780 million and early indications are that this posi-
tive trend has continued into 2013, with merchandise exports up by 12% in the first 2 months 
of this year.  The Export Trade Council, which I chair, recognises the critical importance of 
Ministerial led trade missions in developing and creating new trade, tourism and investment op-
portunities for Ireland.  Ultimately, the contracts won and contacts made during trade missions 
lead to job creation and long-term economic benefits for Ireland.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
I visited Canada over the St. Patrick’s Day period last year.  During this visit, I held meetings 
with political and business leaders and took part in a range of trade and investment promotion 
events organised in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland and the IDA. 

My Colleague, Minister of State Costello will lead an Enterprise Ireland trade mission to 
Canada from 11 to 13 June this year. This trade mission will provide the opportunity to develop 
the excellent bilateral relations that exist between our two countries and support Irish compa-
nies to win business in the market. The programme for the visit is currently being developed by 
Enterprise Ireland in close consultation with my Department’s Trade and Promotion Division 
and our Embassy in Ottawa. 

30/04/2013WRC00450Trade Relations

30/04/2013WRC00500136. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is considering dispatching officials from his Department of EU delegations run by the 
European External Action Service in countries where we currently do not have an embassy or 
on-the-ground diplomatic representation; if he will consider such a move in view of the fact that 
trade and exports from here will be a key to economic recovery; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19763/13]

30/04/2013WRC00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European External Action Service (EEAS) supports the work of the High Representative in 
defining and implementing an effective and coherent foreign policy of the European Union. It 
does not have an economic or trade remit.  Officers serving in EEAS missions serve overall EU 
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interests and are not permitted to represent the interest of individual Member States, including 
their own.   While Irish officials serving in an EEAS mission can, and frequently do, contrib-
ute to the furtherance of good relations between the EU and her/his country of accreditation, 
thereby helping create a positive climate for trade between EU Member states and that third 
country, there is no basis for the appointment of an Irish official to an EEAS mission for the 
specific purpose of promoting Irish trade interests.

Furthermore, while officers from my Department can apply for positions within the EEAS 
as they become available, and are released on secondment to serve there, recruitment to posts in 
EU delegations is a matter for the human resource selection processes of the EEAS and is not 
within the control of my Department.  I would also note that our Embassy network continues to 
be strongly focussed on supporting opportunities for trade, investment and tourism in all their 
countries of accreditation, including where they are not resident, assisted in many cases by our 
Honorary Consuls and local Irish business networks and organisations.  

These activities include identifying specific export and investment opportunities, helping 
companies build contact networks, organising trade-focussed visits in coordination with the 
state agencies, lobbying for market access and addressing regulatory obstacles, helping to nego-
tiate international agreements on tax and in other key sectors, promoting Ireland as a destination 
for tourism and for study, and presenting clear information to key opinion-formers on Ireland’s 
strategy for economic recovery.

Although such activity is naturally limited in countries where we do not have resident mis-
sions, we are committed to assisting Irish exporters in these markets as far as possible.  This 
was demonstrated most recently over the St Patrick’s Day period, when high-level promotional 
visits to Indonesia, the Philippines and New Zealand were organised by the Embassies in Sin-
gapore and Canberra respectively, in coordination with the state agencies. 

30/04/2013WRC00650Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRC00700137. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the Secretary General of his Department, for the purposes of transparency and accountability, 
will publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19965/13]

30/04/2013WRC00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Secretary General of my Department will arrange for a copy of his diary, edited to reflect the 
exclusions identified in Freedom of Information Act, to be placed on the Department’s website 
at the end of each quarter. 

30/04/2013WRC00850International Relations

30/04/2013WRC00900138. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the latest round of the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue negotiations between Serbia and 
Kosovo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19991/13]

30/04/2013WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I 
warmly welcome the positive developments at the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue. Following the 
agreement reached by Serbia and Kosovo, I issued a statement commending the political cour-
age and consistent efforts shown by the Prime Ministers of both countries; and thanking High 
Representative Ashton for her active engagement as facilitator of the process.  Developments in 
Serbia and Kosovo were discussed at the General Affairs Council on 22 April, which I chaired, 
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and the agreement was welcomed by Member States as an historic breakthrough.  However it 
was noted that implementation of the agreement, as well as other agreements reached at the 
Dialogue, will be important going forward.  I very much hope that this positive step for Serbia 
and Kosovo will provide momentum for the EU perspective of the whole region.  

30/04/2013WRC01050Mortgage Arrears Proposals

30/04/2013WRC01100139. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if the fostering care 
allowance should be excluded as income by lending institutions when calculating mortgage 
repayments (details supplied); his views on whether including such an allowance in mortgage 
repayments calculations will put the welfare of fostered children in jeopardy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19774/13]

30/04/2013WRC01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the initial application and award of 
credit stage, it will be a matter, having regard to consumer protection guidelines, for the bor-
rower and the lender to satisfy themselves on the appropriate portion and source of income, 
including foster care allowances, available to meet mortgage repayments.  In a situation of 
mortgage repayment difficulty, one of the recommendations of the Expert Group on Mortgage 
Arrears and Personal Debt was that “a standard financial statement (SFS) should be developed 
for use by all lenders and MABS, to assess a borrower’s financial position and to identify a best 
course of action” in respect of a borrower experiencing difficulty in meeting mortgage repay-
ments.  A standard format for the SFS was developed by the IBF and MABS and approved by 
the Central Bank in 2011 and all lenders are required to use this SFS when dealing with con-
sumers under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) as set out in the Code of Con-
duct on Mortgage Arrears.  The SFS is a key component to the effectiveness of the MARP as 
it requires borrowers to objectively assess their incomings and outgoings, assets and liabilities 
and it also provides the lender with valuable information regarding the financial position of the 
borrower in mortgage arrears or pre arrears and will allow the lender to make its assessment of 
a possible alternative repayment arrangement based on the full financial circumstances of the 
cooperating borrower.  If the borrower is dissatisfied with a proposed alternative repayment ar-
rangement, the MARP appeals process will be available.

Outside of this bilateral framework, the Personal Insolvency Act provides for new statutory 
processes to deal with unsustainable mortgage and personal debt.  In these processes, the rights 
and obligations of both debtors and creditors, in the context of any arrangement to address a 
position of insolvency, will be more formalised.  However, in any such arrangement, the debtor 
will not be required to make payments at a level that would reduce his/her income below that 
necessary to maintain a reasonable standard of living.  The Insolvency Service of Ireland has 
now published guidelines on what would constitute a reasonable standard of living for certain 
household types having regard to household composition and other relevant characteristics. 

30/04/2013WRC01250Carbon Tax Implementation

30/04/2013WRC01300140. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Finance if there are any proposals to 
impose extra taxes or levies on briquettes or turf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19988/13]

30/04/2013WRC01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Budget 2013 provided for the extension 
of carbon tax to all solid fuels supplied in the State.  This will take effect from 1 May 2013.  
Solid fuel is defined under section 77 of the Finance Act 2010, as amended and means coal or 
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peat.  Coal is further defined to include coal and lignite, solid fuel manufactured from coal and 
lignite, and any other energy product within the meaning of Article 2.1 of Council Directive 
2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 in solid form.  Peat means peat falling within CN Code 2703 of 
the Combined Nomenclature of the European Communities referred to in Article 1 of Council 
Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 of 23 July 1987, as amended by Commission Regulation (EC) 
No. 2031/2001 of 6 August 2001 and includes any solid fuel manufactured from peat.  This 
covers peat briquettes and turf.

30/04/2013WRC01450Insurance Coverage

30/04/2013WRC01500141. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position in relation to an 
insurance company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20103/13]

30/04/2013WRC01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It should be noted at the outset that nei-
ther I nor the Central Bank can compel insurers to quote for business. The decision to provide 
any specific form of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter 
based on the assessment an insurer will make of the risks involved.  I understand that insur-
ance companies as a matter of course carry out reviews of the risks that they are prepared to 
insure against and sometimes make a decision to discontinue certain types of cover which they 
consider high risk such as homes close to a river which has previously flooded.  These types of 
decisions are made sometimes on the basis of their broad past experience rather than looking at 
the individual circumstances of householders. 

In this regard it should be noted that the OPW has advised me that Bray and its environs 
has a history of flooding having flooded four times seriously in the last 100 years as well as 
two other significant events.  The last serious flood occurred in August 1986 during “Hurricane 
Charlie” when over 500 properties were subjected to flooding.  They have also indicated that 
in the severe event which hit the east coast in October 2011, it is understood that areas of Bray 
were close to evacuation when flood levels in the river began to fall.  These may be factors in 
the withdrawal of cover by insurance companies.

OPW  has also advised me that following the Government’s Capital expenditure review for 
flood relief activities the Bray Scheme was given the go-ahead and a contractor was appointed 
in February 2012 with works commencing in May 2012. It is understood they are due for 
completion in late 2014 and that approximately 650 houses along with eight commercial prop-
erties are to be protected by the Scheme to a 1:100 year standard.  This is a major investment 
by the State in addressing the flood problems affecting Bray and its residents and businesses.  
When completed the Scheme will afford a very high level of protection and details of this will 
be available to the insurance industry.   

I am also informed that the OPW and the Irish Insurance Federation have been engaged in 
discussions to agree a system of information sharing in relation to completed flood alleviation 
schemes and works undertaken by the OPW or, in certain instances, by local authorities with 
OPW funding, and where the standard of protection afforded by these works could be verified.

These discussions are  aimed at putting in place a process which will provide the necessary 
reassurance to insurance companies that remedial works have been carried out to a sufficiently 
high level to enable them re-commence the provision of flood cover in areas which previously 
have been vulnerable to flooding.
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30/04/2013WRC01650Property Taxation Administration

30/04/2013WRC01700142. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if, in the context of the local 
property charge, he will have more than one eligible property to make a paper based return by 
way of a number of forms being made available to such persons on request, rather than compel-
ling such persons to resort to online returns, which might not be available to such persons; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20119/13]

30/04/2013WRC01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that in the case of property owners for whom e-filing is not practical, the legislation 
provides that another person may file on their behalf.  Alternatively, the property owner can 
visit her/his local Revenue office where computers and assistance to e-file will be available.  
In addition, Revenue has made arrangements for property owners to pay and file by telephone 
via the LPT Helpline at 1890 200 255.  To avail of this option, the caller needs her/his property 
details, PPSN and details of the bank account or other source from which s/he wishes the pay-
ment to be deducted. 

30/04/2013WRC01850Property Taxation Exemptions

30/04/2013WRC01900143. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he wil clarify the position 
regarding property tax for families who live in a listed building; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20181/13]

30/04/2013WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides that a liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a 
person owns a residential property on the liability date, which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 
2013.  The legislation defines a residential property as any building or structure which is in use 
as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling.  I am further advised by the Commissioners that there is 
no specific exemption from LPT for listed buildings.  Owners of these residential properties are 
liable to pay the tax on their properties in the same way as any other residential property owner.  
As LPT is a self-assessed tax, it will be a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due 
based on her or his assessment of the market value of the property in question.

30/04/2013WRC02050NAMA Portfolio Issues

30/04/2013WRC02100144. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance if it can be confirmed that the 
National Asset Management Agency pay management fees for properties within its possession 
in unfinished estates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20284/13]

30/04/2013WRC02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that its role in 
respect of property is, like a bank, that of a secured lender.  Other than properties that have been 
enforced, all of which are listed on NAMA’s website and which are managed by the appointed 
receivers/administrators, properties continue to be managed by their existing owners or their 
professional managers/agents.  As a lender and holder of security, NAMA’s primary concern is 
that that properties securing its loans are professionally managed and that, in this regard, debt-
ors and receivers comply fully with all statutory, planning and other obligations.  This includes 
payment of management fees where applicable.   
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30/04/2013WRC02250VAT Rebates

30/04/2013WRC02300145. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the VAT 
rebate on diesel for tourist coach operators and hauliers to other caoch and bus operators who 
may, for example, be providing bus transport for the Health Service Executive or serving net-
works in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19768/13]

30/04/2013WRC02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
commercial diesel excise relief that I announced in the Budget and which was extended in the 
Finance Bill to cover all licensed passenger transport.  Any bus or coach with a national road 
passenger transport licence granted under Section 2 of the Road Traffic and Transport Act 2006 
will qualify for the relief.

30/04/2013WRC02450Insurance Coverage

30/04/2013WRC02500146. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of 
Ireland is currently or has any intentions of investigating the withholding by certain insurance 
companies from policyholders, entirely arbitrarily and outside of contract, of a percentage of 
agreed losses in relation to insurance claims; if he will confirm the current status and scope of 
any such investigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19778/13]

30/04/2013WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
they have recently commenced a themed inspection into the handling of home insurance claims. 
I understand that this inspection will include an examination of household property claims 
files where the damage was caused by water.   All aspects of the claims handling and payment 
process will be looked at, including claim settlement retentions in order to ensure that there is 
compliance with the Consumer Protection Code. The review will include looking at issues such 
as the information being provided to consumers in the course of the claim and the timelines 
surrounding the settlement of property claims.

It should be noted that themed inspections are carried out as part of the themed inspection 
process and focus on a particular area or issue from a consumer protection perspective and a 
number of firms are selected for inspection to monitor compliance with the requirements in 
place.   Where breaches of the Consumer Protection Code are identified, they may form the 
basis for the Central Bank taking regulatory or enforcement action.   

Finally, the Deputy should also note that if a policyholder has a complaint about an insur-
ance company not honouring a claim on a policy, they can refer the matter to the Financial 
Services Ombudsman for adjudication at http://www.financialombudsman.ie/  . 

30/04/2013WRC02650IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRC02700147. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the verac-
ity of reports in the media that the European Central Bank has issued an instruction or request 
to his Department directing that no details regarding the liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation be released under any freedom of information request; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19785/13]

30/04/2013WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will appreciate the commer-
cially sensitive nature of the discussions with the ECB in relation to the promissory notes and 
the liquidation of the IBRC and that such discussions are part of a wider deliberative and confi-
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dential process.  Throughout the period of the discussions between the Irish Authorities and the 
ECB the confidentiality of matters discussed was emphasised between the parties.  However, 
the ECB has not been approached in relation to documentation requested under specific FOI 
requests relating to the liquidation of IBRC nor has the ECB requested the Department not to 
release any such documentation.  The ECB has informed my Department that they will not be 
releasing any information in relation to these discussions.  In normal course my Department will 
examine all requests received for information under the FOI Acts and assess whether specific 
information can be released.  While the overall aim is to release the information requested the 
FOI Acts do list specific provisions under which records can be deemed to be “exempt records” 
for the purposes of the Acts.  The decisions of the Department/public body, in this regard, are 
subject to a right of appeal by the requester.  One such exemption [section 24(2)(e) 1997Act] re-
fers specifically to information communicated in confidence from, to, or within an international 
organisation, including an organisation or an institution or body of the European Union.  Other 
exemptions provided in the legislation include; meetings of Government; information received 
in confidence; commercially sensitive information; deliberations of  public bodies; functions 
and negotiations of public bodies; financial and economic interests of the State; etc. 

As part of this process My Department will communicate with third parties if consideration 
is being given to releasing information/documentation received from those parties.  In the event 
that third parties object to information being released the Department will take a view on the 
nature of the information, the basis on which the information was received or acquired and the 
views of the third party etc.  The Department will then decide whether the information should 
be released under the FOI Acts having regard to particular circumstances and the requirements 
of the public interest.  Any decision, therefore as to whether information is released or not by 
Irish authorities under Freedom of Information legislation enacted in this jurisdiction is a matter 
for the Irish authorities.  While the ECB or other third parties may have a view on the release 
of particular information the ECB has not and would not seek to influence the proper operation 
of national legislation.

My Department is committed to the spirit and proper operation of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Acts 1997-2003.

30/04/2013WRC02850Freedom of Information Requests

30/04/2013WRC02900148. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance the number of freedom of in-
formation requests received by his Department in connection with the liquidation of Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation; the number that have been received and the number that have been 
refused, in whole or in part; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19786/13]

30/04/2013WRC03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A total of 11 requests for information 
that relate, in whole or in part, to the liquidation of IBRC have been received to date by my 
Department under the Freedom of Information Act 1997 -2003.  Of these requests, responses 
have issued in 6 cases indicating that the requests are deemed to be voluminous and fall to be 
rejected under section 10(1)(c) of the FOI Acts.  In each of these cases the requester has been 
assisted or offered assistance to refine or amend the request.  The remaining 5 cases are under 
consideration by my Department.    

In normal course my Department examines all requests received for information under the 
FOI Acts and assess whether specific information can be released. While the overall aim is to 
release the information requested the FOI Acts do list specific provisions under which records 
can be deemed to be “exempt records” for the purposes of the Acts.  The decisions of the De-
partment/public body, in this regard, are subject to a right of appeal by the requester.  The ex-
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emptions provided in the legislation include; information provided for meetings of the Govern-
ment; information received in confidence; commercially sensitive information; deliberations of 
public bodies; functions and negotiations of public bodies; financial and economic interests of 
the State; etc. Decisions to release/exempt documentation will also have regard to the particular 
circumstances and the requirements of the public interest.  

As part of this process my Department will communicate with third parties if consideration 
is being given to releasing information/documentation received from those parties.  In the event 
that third parties object to information being released the Department will take a view on the 
nature of the information, the basis on which the information was received or acquired and the 
views of the third party etc. and decide whether the information should be released under the 
FOI Acts.  My Department is committed to the spirit and proper operation of the Freedom of 
Information Acts 1997-2003.

30/04/2013WRC03050Maternity Benefit Issues

30/04/2013WRC03100149. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to exempt wom-
en who do not receive a full salary top-up from maternity benefit tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19789/13]

30/04/2013WRC03200174. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the full im-
pact of tax proposals on maternity benefit; if his attention has been drawn to the negative impact 
this change will have specifically on women who receive no top-up from an employer and who 
are dependent solely on statutory maternity benefit. [20047/13]

30/04/2013WRC03300193. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Finance his views on the situation of 
women who do not receive a full salary top-up from maternity benefit tax; if those who do not 
receive salary top-ups from their employer should be made exempt from the tax; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20135/13]

30/04/2013WRC03400210. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider the issue of 
taxing maternity benefit based on a submission (details supplied); if he will exempt women who 
do not receive a full salary top-up from maternity benefit tax; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20388/13]

30/04/2013WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149, 
174, 193 and 210 together.   

It is a general principle of taxation that, as far as possible, income from all sources should 
be subject to taxation. In line with this principle, the majority of social welfare payments are 
reckonable as income for tax purposes.  These include long-term payments such as Disablement 
Benefit, the State Pension, Widows, Invalidity and Blind Pensions, Carers Allowance and the 
One Parent Family Payment, as well as short term benefits such as Job Seekers Benefit.  Treat-
ing these payments as income for tax purposes is essentially a matter of equity.  

As a result of maternity benefit payments becoming liable to income tax for all claimants, 
from 1 July 2013, a number of possible tax outcomes could arise:

1. An individual may pay no income tax on their maternity benefit payment as their tax 
credits will be sufficient to reduce their tax liability to zero.

2. An individual may pay income tax on some or all of their maternity benefit payment 
solely at the standard rate.
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3. An individual may pay income tax at the standard rate on a portion of the maternity ben-
efit and the higher rate on the balance of the maternity benefit payment.

4. An individual may pay income tax on all of their maternity benefit payment at the higher 
rate.

I am fully aware that some employers do not pay a top up payment to their employees 
whilst on maternity leave.  However, in such circumstances many mothers will not be subject 
to income tax on their maternity benefit payments as their personal credits will ensure that no 
tax arises on the social welfare income itself.  Of course, the extent, if any, to which taxation 
actually arises in a given case, depends on the total level of income that the individual or couple 
concerned has in the relevant tax year or years.  

I would point out that maternity benefit payments will remain exempt from Universal Social 
Charge and PRSI. 

Given the current budgetary constraints I have no plans to introduce a tax exemption along 
the lines proposed.

30/04/2013WRC03550Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRC03600150. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Finance the revenue raised from an increase 
in capital acquisitions tax from 33% to 35%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19807/13]

30/04/2013WRC03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated full year yield to the Exchequer from increasing the Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax rate by 2% to 35 %, based on the expected outturn in 2013, could be in the region of 
€18 million, assuming no change in the existing thresholds. This estimate is provisional and 
subject to revision.   It should be noted that this estimate is based upon an assumption that there 
would be no behavioural impact of this change, which could lead to a less than expected impact 
on Exchequer yield. In addition, the realization of any estimated yield from an increase in taxa-
tion on assets relating to property is subject to movements in the value of such assets, which are 
currently occurring in the economy.

30/04/2013WRD00150Income Statistics

30/04/2013WRD00200151. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance the number of income tax payers, 
total income and the total tax paid for each of the following income tax bands (details supplied) 
based on the most recent data available. [19815/13]

30/04/2013WRD00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the information requested, estimated by reference to the income tax year 2013, is 
set out in the following table.    

All Income earners for Income Tax Year 2013 (provisional)

Gross Income Range Gross Income Numbers Income Tax
 - € - €
10,000 or less 1,755,195,609   398,719      540,090
10,001 - 20,000 5,895,802,270   389,465 44,906,140 
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Gross Income Range Gross Income Numbers Income Tax
20,001 - 30,000    9,692,254,203      390,703        377,082,408 
30,001 - 40,000 10,501,433,477      301,794        784,745,538 
40,001 - 50,000   9,264,605,134      207,607      1,056,443,011 
50,001 - 60,000   7,489,784,983      137,112      1,065,178,081 
60,001 - 70,000   6,069,997,777        93,814         964,256,465 
70,001 - 80,000   5,023,284,049        67,291         880,587,675 
80,001 - 90,000   3,896,300,054        46,011         746,685,867 
90,001 - 100,000   3,047,644,522        32,179         625,051,505 
100,001 - 125,000   5,141,434,649        46,373     1,144,579,074 
125,001 - 150,000   2,932,353,868        21,560         709,882,238 
150,001 - 175,000   1,887,309,423        11,693          482,850,837 
175,001 - 200,000   1,319,322,948          7,067          344,777,138 
200,001 - 250,000   1,761,361,118           7,916          465,729,094 
250,001 - 300,000   1,176,277,209           4,318          321,393,242 
300,001 - 350,000      824,724,704           2,559          230,802,907
350,001 - 400,000      614,087,160           1,646          172,546,121 
400,001 - 450,000      488,301,196           1,153          139,361,918 
450,001 - 500,000      383,577,556               809          110,763,705 
500,001 - 750,000   1,254,419,004            2,093          365,120,684 
750,001 - 1,000,000      635,230,509               744           187,424,208 
1,000,001 - 
2,000,000

     871,692,345                664           240,549,322 

Over 2,000,000     581,413,637               141          161,628,288 
Total 82,507,807,407     2,173,430      11,622,885,556 

It should be noted that the income ranges shown in the above table relate to Gross Income 
as defined in Revenue Statistical Report 2011.

The figures are estimates from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data for the 
year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. These are, 
therefore, provisional and likely to be revised.

It should also be noted that a married couple who has elected or has been deemed to have 
elected for joint assessment is counted as one tax unit.

30/04/2013WRD00350IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRD00400152. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to a meeting of the 
Committee of Public Accounts of 7 March 2013 (details supplied) if he will give details of the 
liquidation process of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation and the participation of NAMA in the 
process; if he will clarify whether it is the case that NAMA is required to bid at the independent 
valuers valuation of the loan book if nobody pays more or whether it is the case that NAMA 
will bid higher than the independent valuers valuation even if there are third party bids at the 
independent valuers price if it is felt that more value for the State can be attained through wind-
ing the assets down or running them off in a longer period; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19866/13]
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30/04/2013WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As was published by my Department in 
the Q&A document on the Promissory Note transaction on the 7th February last (http://www.
finance.gov.ie/documents/publications/other/2013/qaupdate.pdf), third parties, including loan 
counterparties and other financial institutions, will be given the opportunity to bid for specific 
portfolios as part of an open and transparent sales process. If acceptable bids equal to or in 
excess of the independent valuation are not obtained, these portfolios will be sold to NAMA at 
the value determined by the independent valuation exercise until the IBRC debt to NAMA is 
repaid. NAMA will not offer a price in excess of this valuation in any case. This process will 
ensure that the long-term value of the assets is received and a fire sale of assets will not occur.

30/04/2013WRD00550IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRD00600153. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to a meeting of the Com-
mittee of Public Accounts of 7 March 2013 (details supplied) if he will confirm whether the 
NAMA input into the valuation methodology extends to who will be appointed as independent 
valuer; if he will confirm whether their input into the valuation methodology will relate to the 
value that NAMA sees in the assets by winding them down or running them off over a longer 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19867/13]

30/04/2013WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Special Liquidators have responsi-
bility for the appointment of independent valuers to value the assets of IBRC and NAMA have 
no input into that appointment process.  For the purposes of this valuation, loan assets shall be 
valued using discounted cash flow analysis, taking into account the timing and reliability of 
cash flows, together with an appropriate discount factor to determine the value or, where ap-
propriate, in accordance with other standard loan valuation methodologies.  The specific loan 
valuation methodology to be applied will be agreed between the Special Liquidators and the 
independent professional valuer appointed subject to any instruction or directions that I may 
issue pursuant to the IBRC Act 2013.  NAMA have been consulted by both my officials and the 
Special Liquidators in relation to this process but do not have a direct role in the development 
of the valuation methodology.

30/04/2013WRD00750NAMA Loan Book

30/04/2013WRD00800154. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to a meeting of the 
Committee of Public Accounts of 7 March 2013 (details supplied) the way in which the pre-
liquidation provisions based on December 2012 figures would just about break even and that 
the value would be about equal to the value of loans; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19868/13]

30/04/2013WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the information available to 
the Department at the time of liquidation the best estimate was that the value of the remaining 
assets in IBRC would be about equal to the NAMA bonds issued to acquire the Facility Deed 
from the Central Bank.  This should not be confused with the comments made by the former 
Chairman of IBRC which reflected the assumption that IBRC was to continue as originally 
planned which included the continued payments of interest and capital on the Promissory Notes 
which will not now be paid.  It is far too early to predict the outcome of the valuation process, 
the comments made to the meeting of the Committee of Public Accounts on 7th March reflect 
the already heavily discounted nature of the loan book which had provisions of almost 40% as 
at the end of June 2012.  It will not be possible to conclude for certain whether the value of the 
assets to be sold by the Special Liquidators is sufficient to compensate NAMA for the amount 
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paid for the net IBRC debt that it has acquired until after the valuation of those assets has been 
concluded.

As part of the role of the liquidators, the assets of IBRC will be valued independently before 
being sold.  Any assets not sold to third parties at or above the valuation price will be sold to 
NAMA at the independent valuation.  This ensures a ‘floor’ price on the assets of IBRC and that 
where required, assets with limited sale potential now, can be worked through in the medium 
term by NAMA rather than sold to the best available third party at any price.  This approach en-
sures a fire sale of assets will not occur.  This Government’s approach is consistent and focused 
on the best outcome for the Irish State and its people.

30/04/2013WRD00950IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRD01000155. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to lay before Dáil 
Éireann the total euro nominal differential between the valuation of the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation loans net of capital provisions in December 2012 and the total independent market 
valuation of the loans once completed by the appointed independent loan valuers of the liqui-
dated IBRC. [19869/13]

30/04/2013WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special 
Liquidators that they are not in a position to provide this confidential commercially sensitive 
information as this could potentially have a detrimental impact on asset recovery. I am further 
advised that in order to ensure that maximum value is obtained in the sales process the inde-
pendent valuations will remain confidential.   As explained in the Q&A document published by 
my Department on 7th February last if, after an independent valuation exercise, the value of the 
assets sold by the Special Liquidators is not sufficient to compensate NAMA for the amount it 
paid for the net IBRC debt owed to the Central Bank, I will be required to reimburse NAMA 
for the shortfall. The final valuation of these assets will not be known until that sale process is 
completed. I will make appropriate disclosure to the House at that time.

30/04/2013WRD01150IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRD01200156. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered instruct-
ing the special liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation that the disposal of semi-State 
owned IBRC assets be managed under the same protocol that is in place for the sale of Bord 
Gáis Eireann’s energy business, ESB’s non-strategic power generation capacity, some assets 
of Coillte and the sale of the State’s remaining shareholding in Aer Lingus; if he has discussed 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform the imposition of this protocol on the 
sale of IBRC assets which are nominally valued at more than three times the value of the total 
semi-State assets that are being sold under this semi-State sale process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19871/13]

30/04/2013WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The liquidation of IBRC is similar to 
any other liquidation with the exception that the Special Liquidators have been appointed by 
the Minister under the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 rather than appointed by the 
Courts. As such the Special Liquidators are obliged to follow normal Companies Acts priori-
ties throughout the liquidation process and act in a manner that ensures the assets of IBRC are 
managed in a way which maximises the overall return for all its creditors including the State 
subject to the provisions of the IBRC Act.   While the matter was not formally discussed with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, it was not considered appropriate for the 
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same protocol which is in place for semi-State assets to apply to the disposal of the IBRC assets 
as the Special Liquidator will only be holding the assets for a short period of time, the sale of 
those assets is guided in a specified manner and the State is a creditor of IBRC in the context of 
the liquidation as opposed to an owner of the assets. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Special Liquidators are in the process of devising and imple-
menting a valuation and sales process in respect of the assets of IBRC. Any assets that are not 
sold to third parties for a value higher than the independent valuations will be sold to NAMA 
at that price. Assets that are transferred to NAMA will be subject to the protocol according to 
the NAMA Act 2009.

30/04/2013WRD01350IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRD01400157. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 254 of 19 of February 2013, if he will provide further detail and greater clarification 
as to what he meant by a no gain-no loss basis on the transaction; if he will confirm that this 
statement in effect means that the liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation resulted in 
the European Central Bank finance lent by the Central Bank of Ireland to Bank of Ireland on 
foot of the Irish Government bond issued to IBRC becoming permanently retained in Bank 
of Ireland’s balance sheet and that the Central Bank of Ireland retained ownership of the then 
Bank of Ireland and pledged collateral; if he will confirm whether the finance that was provided 
from the Central Bank of Ireland to Bank of Ireland on the Government bond issued to IBRC 
and retained by Bank of Ireland as part of a repurchase agreement with IBRC was exceptional 
liquidity assistance or whether it was a finance provider under the ordinary open market opera-
tions of the ECB; if he will explain in granular detail the reason the IBRC liquidation caused the 
Central Bank of Ireland to retain ownership of collateral that at the time of the liquidation was 
not owned by IBRC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19872/13]

30/04/2013WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the deputy is aware, there were two 
separate but related repurchase agreements in place at the time of IBRC’s liquidation concern-
ing the 2025 Irish Government Bonds; one between IBRC and Bank of Ireland (“the IBRC 
repo”) and another between Bank of Ireland and the Central Bank of Ireland as part of normal 
Eurosystem refinancing operations.  Under these repurchase agreements the 2025 Government 
Bonds were pledged as collateral by IBRC to Bank of Ireland (under the IBRC repo), and fur-
ther by Bank of Ireland to the CBI (under the normal Eurosystem refinancing operations) in 
return for cash which was provided from the Eurosystem to Bank of Ireland and further from 
Bank of Ireland to IBRC (under the IBRC repo).  As a result, at the time of the IBRC liquida-
tion, the CBI held the 2025 Irish Government Bonds as collateral on behalf of the Eurosystem 
and IBRC held the cash proceeds of the repurchase agreement between it and BOI.  The Bank 
of Ireland held neither bonds nor cash, but rather obligations for payment of cash and receipt of 
bonds with IBRC and offsetting obligations with the CBI.  The liquidation of IBRC constituted 
an event of default under the IBRC repo with BOI.  As a result, IBRC was obligated to repur-
chase the bonds from the Bank of Ireland at a repurchase price governed by the IBRC repo.  As 
IBRC was unable to repurchase these bonds from Bank of Ireland with cash, Bank of Ireland 
retained the 2025 Irish Government Bonds in fulfilment of IBRC’s obligations under IBRC 
repo. In effect, the 2025 Irish Government Bonds, held as collateral by the Bank of Ireland 
under IBRC repo, were retained by Bank of Ireland in lieu of IBRC repurchasing these bonds 
with cash.  

After the 2025 Government bond repo agreement between IBRC and Bank of Ireland termi-
nated, the CBI purchased the bond.  This bond was placed in the trading portfolio of the Central 



Questions - Written Answers

326

Bank, along with the bonds acquired in exchange for the Promissory Notes, and these bonds 
will be sold as soon as possible, provided conditions of financial stability permit. 

To specifically respond to the points raised in your question, I am informed by the Bank of 
Ireland that, as a consequence of the termination of the IBRC repo and subsequent sale of the 
bonds to the CBI, the Bank of Ireland did not incur a gain or loss on these transactions. 

In addition, the funding provided to Bank of Ireland by the Eurosystem through the repo 
with CBI was further provided by Bank of Ireland to IBRC under the IBRC repo.  IBRC’s non-
payment of that funding back to Bank of Ireland upon default on the IBRC repo did not result 
in financing being retained by Bank of Ireland, as this financing had been passed to IBRC under 
the IBRC repo and was not repaid to Bank of Ireland upon the termination of the IBRC repo.

Finally, the financing provided to Bank of Ireland by the Eurosystem under the repo through 
the CBI was provided under ordinary open market operations.

30/04/2013WRD01550Bank Debt Restructuring

30/04/2013WRD01600158. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 252 of 19 February 2013, if he will provide further updates as to the aggregate of the 
principal of the National Asset Management Agency bonds that shall be issued in consideration 
for the net debt owed by the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation to the Central Bank of Ireland; 
if he will explain the reason the National Asset Management Agency had not issued these secu-
rities during the week beginning 18 February 2013 as expected and detailed in his ministerial 
response; if he will confirm based on the way in which the Central Bank of Ireland manages 
its profits and given these NAMA bonds have euro system eligibility, the longer it takes for 
these NAMA bonds to be redeemed, the more profits the Central Bank of Ireland can make on 
the bonds on an annual basis and thus returned to the Irish Exchequer as long as the ECB open 
market rate remains lower than the interest on the NAMA bonds; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19873/13]

30/04/2013WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that in order to complete 
the sale to NAMA by the Central Bank of Ireland (“CBI”) of the net debt owed by the Irish 
Bank resolution Corporation to the CBI (“amount outstanding under the Facility Deed”) a num-
ber of steps had to be completed which involved each of the three parties impacted by the trans-
action, the CBI, NAMA and the Special Liquidator.  To establish the final amount outstanding 
under the Facility Deed, the credits and obligations arising from all other financing transactions 
and operational relationships between IBRC and the Central Bank were identified and set off 
against the amount outstanding under the Facility Deed.  Once this process was complete, the 
Central Bank, NAMA and the Special Liquidators then agreed the final amount outstanding 
under the Facility Deed prior to the completion of its sale by the Central Bank to NAMA.

On 28 March 2013, NAMA issued €12.928bn of Government Guaranteed Senior Bonds 
to the CBI in settlement of the purchase of the facility deed.  I wish to advise the Deputy that 
further information regarding these bonds can be found at http://www.nama.ie/about-our-work/
how-we-fund-our-work   

The way in which the Central Bank of Ireland will manage these bonds is a matter for the 
Central Bank. They advise that they do not comment on individual investment holdings, as 
NAMA bonds are managed together with the Bank’s other investment assets, any positive in-
vestment return at year end will be the product of the Bank’s investment portfolio in aggregate 
and not individual investments in isolation.
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30/04/2013WRD01750NAMA Bonds

30/04/2013WRD01800159. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that notwith-
standing the additional contingent debt liability to the State from the existence of outstanding 
the National Asset Management Agency bonds that shall be held by the Central Bank of Ireland 
as consideration for NAMA’s acquisition for the net debt owed by the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation to the Central Bank of Ireland, there is a clear economic incentive for the Irish 
Exchequer not to sell the IBRC assets now whose proceeds will redeem those bonds, but rather 
to retain the assets in NAMA and allow the Central Bank of Ireland to continue to make an an-
nual sizeable profit on the issued NAMA bonds which can be returned to the Exchequer and 
help to reduce the annual deficit or contribute to capital investment job creation schemes; if he 
has calculated the annual profit the Central Bank of Ireland could accrue from the retention of 
the NAMA bonds issued to it as consideration for the IBRC debt on an annual basis if no IBRC 
assets were sold and all the IBRC assets transferred to NAMA; if he will provide an estimate of 
this figure on the expected NAMA bond interest rate and the ECB open market rate remaining 
at 0.75% for the next two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19874/13]

30/04/2013WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As owner of the NAMA Bonds in ques-
tion this is a matter for the Central Bank of Ireland.  The Central Bank of Ireland advises that 
they do not comment on individual investment holdings, as NAMA bonds are managed together 
with the Bank’s other investment assets, any positive investment return at year end will be the 
product of the Bank’s investment portfolio in aggregate and not individual investments in isola-
tion.

As regards NAMA’s management of any assets it acquires from IBRC, NAMA is obliged 
under Section 10 of the NAMA Act to obtain the best achievable financial return to the State on 
the assets acquired by it and, in that context, the profitability of the Central Bank of Irelands is 
not a relevant consideration.

30/04/2013WRD01950Bank Debt Restructuring

30/04/2013WRD02000160. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 239 of 19 February 2013, if he will confirm that at the time of the Irish Bank Resolu-
tion Corporation liquidation there was a total of €136 million, £17.92 million sterling and $100 
million Hong Kong dollar denominated senior unguaranteed unsecured Anglo Irish Bank debt 
outstanding; if he will confirm that at the time of the IBRC liquidation there was a total of 
$200 million US dollar denominated Anglo Irish Bank subordinated debt outstanding; if he will 
confirm that all of this outstanding debt detailed in this question and the relevant holders of the 
individual securities issued to the total nominal amounts detailed are ranked as unsecured credi-
tors and their payment will not be honoured through any other means than that of unsecured 
creditors in the preferential chain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19875/13]

30/04/2013WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by IBRC (in special 
liquidation) that the following debt was outstanding at the time of the IBRC liquidation: €101 
million euro denominated senior unguaranteed debt; BGN 25 million euro denominated se-
nior unguaranteed debt; $100m Hong Kong dollar denominated senior unguaranteed unsecured 
debt; $200m US dollar denominated subordinated debt; €118 million floating rate subordinated 
notes; and GBP £300 million Preference Share held by the Minister of Finance. 

As unguaranteed liabilities the holders of these instruments rank as unsecured creditors in 
the liquidation and the normal Companies Acts’ priorities will apply. 
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The proceeds from the disposal of IBRC’s assets will be used to repay creditors in accor-
dance with normal Companies Acts priorities, and consequently preferred creditors will be paid 
first and then the debt which NAMA will have purchased from the Central Bank will be paid. If 
there are proceeds available after repayment in full of the NAMA debt, these proceeds will be 
applied to the remaining unsecured creditors. 

30/04/2013WRD02150Carbon Tax Exemptions

30/04/2013WRD02200161. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if carbon taxes will be imposed 
to Irish produced firelogs but not to imported firelogs. [19876/13]

30/04/2013WRD02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Solid fuel carbon tax will be charged on 
all solid fuels supplied in the State, regardless of whether the fuel products are Irish made or im-
ported.   Solid fuel is defined under section 77 of the Finance Act 2010, as amended and means 
coal or peat.  Coal is further defined to include coal and lignite, solid fuel manufactured from 
coal and lignite, and any other energy product within the meaning of Article 2.1 of Council Di-
rective 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 in solid form.  Peat means peat falling within CN Code 
2703 of the Combined Nomenclature of the European Communities referred to in Article 1 of 
Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 of 23 July 1987, as amended by Commission Regula-
tion (EC) No. 2031/2001 of 6 August 2001 and includes any solid fuel manufactured from peat.

Fire logs or other ignition products that contain ingredients that fall within the definitions of 
coal or peat will be liable to the tax.

30/04/2013WRD02350Credit Unions Regulation

30/04/2013WRD02400162. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the timetable for enact-
ing all sections of the Credit Union Act 2013; if he intends to enact the remaining sections of 
the Act in phases; the reason there has been a delay in commencing all sections of the Act; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19879/13]

30/04/2013WRD02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Union and Co-operation 
with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 was signed into law by the President in December 2012.  
The Parts of the legislation in relation to Restructuring and Stabilisation have already been 
commenced.  The commencement of the remaining Parts of the Act will be aligned with the 
introduction of the underpinning Central Bank regulations, with a view to implementation in a 
coherent and cohesive manner.  The Central Bank is currently developing a prudential rulebook 
or handbook which will provide clarity to credit unions on how the new regime is to operate.  
A consultation protocol for credit unions was developed in 2012 in line with recommendations 
in the Report of the Commission on Credit Unions.  This protocol sets out that prior to the 
introduction of new regulations the Central Bank will consult with credit union representative 
bodies and undertake a Regulatory Impact Analysis to ensure a clear, open and transparent en-
gagement with stakeholders in implementing new regulations.  This protocol will also facilitate 
a tiered approach to regulation which will have regard to the nature, scale and complexity or to 
the class or classes of credit union to whom the regulations will apply.

The Deputy may wish to note that the Registrar of credit unions, in her speech to the Irish 
League of Credit Unions at their AGM on Saturday last, gave details of a planned series of in-
formation seminars which will form part of this consultation phase.  These seminars will serve 
to provide a forum for engagement between the Regulator and credit union stakeholders on 
matters such as the new Fitness and Probity regime and the new credit union handbook, prior 
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to their introduction.

30/04/2013WRD02550Appointments to State Boards

30/04/2013WRD02600163. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to publicly ad-
vertise the upcoming board vacancies on the Financial Services Ombudsman Council and invite 
expressions of interest; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19880/13]

30/04/2013WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 57BC of the Central Bank and 
Financial Services Authority Act 2004 provides for the establishment of the Financial Services 
Ombudsman Council.  The current term of the Financial Services Ombudsman Council’s mem-
bers will expire on 28 October 2013.  In line with Government Decision S180/20/10/1424, I 
will invite expressions of interests in advance for any vacancies for members of the Financial 
Services Ombudsman Council.  These will be advertised in advance on the Department of Fi-
nance website.  

Expressions of interest from persons with the relevant qualifications will be considered, and 
any appointments will not necessarily be confined to those who make expressions of interest.  

The Financial Services Ombudsman Council will consist of no fewer than 5 members nor 
more than 10 members, as I decide.  The Council members will be appointed following consul-
tation with the Minister for Enterprise Trade and Employment.

30/04/2013WRD02750Property Taxation Administration

30/04/2013WRD02800164. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the Revenue 
Commissioners to set up a dedicated email address for members of the public to e-mail Rev-
enue regarding queries about the local property tax; if the Revenue Commissioners will be 
instructed to answer all email queries within a reasonable timeframe; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19926/13]

30/04/2013WRD02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by Revenue that customers 
can email Local Property Tax (LPT) queries to a dedicated email address at: lpt@revenue.ie.  
This email address is published on the Revenue website www.revenue.ie.  Individuals with que-
ries on submission of the 2013 LPT return are advised to use the telephone helpline on 1890 200 
255.  Revenue strives to respond to all correspondence including email as quickly as possible 
and that, in general all queries are answered within normal Revenue customer service standards 
i.e. 30 days.  However, in circumstances where Revenue experiences extremely high volumes 
of correspondence, priority will be given to the more important issues impacting on the ability 
of customers to meet their obligations, and as a consequence there may be exceptional instances 
where some queries are answered outside of the normal standards. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the introduction of the LPT, amounting as it does to the larg-
est extension of the self-assessment system in the history of the State, represents a very great 
administrative challenge for Revenue.  As a new service that will have exceptional temporary 
pressures at particular stages of its initial implementation it is difficult for Revenue to predict 
the level of contact that can arise during its introduction and, consequently, the resources re-
quired to meet customer service demands.

30/04/2013WRD02950Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRD03000165. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if the Secretary General of his 
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Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish their diary on their 
website on a monthly basis. [19964/13]

30/04/2013WRD03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I am very 
conscious of the importance of effectively communicating information about the Department’s 
activities and of improving levels of transparency and accountability.  Transparency is one of 
the guiding principles as set out in our revised Statement of Strategy.  With this in mind, the 
Department has already published the Secretary General’s diary on a monthly basis from March 
2012 and we intend to continue with this initiative.  Details of the diary are available on the De-
partment’s website.  The Department also recognises the need for a strong governance frame-
work in order to support and monitor our performance objectives.  During 2012, a number of 
changes to the governance structures was introduced which I continue to review and improve.

For example, the Department modernised the Management Advisory Committee (MAC) 
process with one in-depth monthly management meeting and three shorter focused meetings 
on the week’s events. In addition, four new subcommittees of the MAC were established.  The 
Risk, Policy, Transformation and People and Culture subcommittee meetings allow for great 
in-depth analysis than could occur during MAC meetings.  These are chaired by senior MAC 
members and report to the MAC and all provide a greater level of internal challenge and debate 
in relation to the Department’s policies.

30/04/2013WRD03150Mortgage Arrears Rate

30/04/2013WRD03200166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 252 of 16 April 2013, if he will confirm the name or names of the principal person 
or persons at the Central Bank of Ireland responsible for setting and monitoring targets at the 
banks for dealing with distressed mortgages. [20016/13]

30/04/2013WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
setting and monitoring targets in this area is the responsibility of the Deputy Governor (Finan-
cial Regulation) of the Bank who will delegate operational responsibility to the Director, Credit 
Institutions & Insurance Supervision and the Divisional Supervisory teams.

30/04/2013WRD03350Banking Sector Remuneration

30/04/2013WRD03400167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an explana-
tion for the €284,000 of ex gratia payments paid to former directors and-or dependants referred 
to on page 127 of the 2012 annual report and accounts of Bank of Ireland, a bank in which he 
controls 15% of the ordinary shares and €1.5 billion of preference shares. [20017/13]

30/04/2013WRD03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have received the following response 
from Bank of Ireland: “Many years ago, certain non-executive directors received pensions from 
the Group.  The amount shown in the 2012 Group accounts relates to the pension payments to 
the small residual number (10) of beneficiaries of such arrangements.  The majority of the ben-
eficiaries are in their late 80’s or early 90’s.  Payments were only made in respect of part of the 
year for two of the beneficiaries who died during 2012.  Since year-end, we have been informed 
of the deaths of two more of the beneficiaries.  The payments will therefore be further reduced 
in the 2013 accounts and will continue to reduce in following years.  It has been many years 
since new pension arrangements were put in place for non-executive directors”.
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30/04/2013WRE00200Banking Sector Issues

30/04/2013WRE00300168. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to reports in a national 
newspaper that a property subject to a loan from Bank of Ireland, in which he owns 15% of the 
ordinary shares and €1.5bn of preference shares, was sold in January 2012 for circa STG £5 
million and is now on the market with an asking price of STG £12.3 million, if he is satisfied 
that the sale in January 2012 maximised the return on the outstanding loan to Bank of Ireland. 
[20018/13]

30/04/2013WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy is aware that I have no role 
in the day-to-day commercial and operational decisions of Bank of Ireland.  These decisions are 
taken by the board and management of the institution.  Notwithstanding the fact that the State is 
a minority shareholder in Bank of Ireland, I must ensure that the bank is run on a commercial, 
cost effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the bank as an asset to the State, as 
per the Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, 
the ECB and the IMF.  The Relationship Frameworks with the banks provide that the State will 
not intervene in their day-to-day operations or their management decisions including with re-
spect to pricing and lending decisions.  These frameworks are published on the Department of 
Finance website at http://banking.finance.gov.ie/presentations-and-latest-documents.

30/04/2013WRE00500IBRC Liquidation

30/04/2013WRE00600169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to a report in a Sunday 
newspaper on 21 April 2013 regarding the special liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corpo-
ration which claimed to quote a Department spokesperson telling the newspaper, if the value 
of the assets sold is not sufficient to compensate the National Asset Management Agency for 
the bonds it has issued, he will be required to reimburse NAMA for the shortfall, it will hit the 
national accounts, surplus-shortfall, it is not accounted for off balance, if he will confirm if this 
is correct; if so, if he will explain the apparent inconsistency with the response given by him to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 275 to 278, inclusive, of 16 April 2013 when he stated through 
the liquidation process, the proceeds from the disposal of IBRC’s assets will be used to repay 
creditors in accordance with normal Companies Acts priorities and, consequently, preferred 
creditors will be paid first and then debt purchased by NAMA from the Central Bank will be 
paid; and if he will confirm if NAMA will bear any loss on its issuance of bonds and, if not, how 
any shortfall will be addressed. [20019/13]

30/04/2013WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am not aware of any inconsistency in 
my response of 16 April last. The debt purchased by NAMA from the Central Bank is a claim 
debt secured by a floating charge over the assets of IBRC.   The sales proceeds received through 
the sale of the Company’s assets will be used to repay the creditors of the Company subject 
to the normal legal priorities, as set out in the Companies Act’s. Once the costs of the liquida-
tion have been paid payments will be made to those creditors who are classified as preferential 
creditors. Section 285(7) of the Companies Act, 1936 (as amended) (“the Act”) provides that 
preferential debts shall “have priority over the claims of holders of debentures under any float-
ing charge created by the company, and be paid accordingly out of any property comprised in 
or subject to that charge”.

If, after an independent valuation exercise, the value of the assets sold by the Special Liqui-
dators is not sufficient to compensate NAMA for the amount it paid for the net IBRC debt owed 
to the Central Bank, then that shortfall will be compensated by the Exchequer which would 
impact the national accounts. It will not be possible to conclude whether the value of the assets 
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to be sold by the Special Liquidator is sufficient to compensate NAMA until after the valuation 
has been concluded. If the value of the assets is greater than €12.928bn bonds issued by NAMA 
then the surplus will go to the liquidation for the benefit of other creditors of IBRC.

30/04/2013WRE00800NAMA Loans Sale

30/04/2013WRE00900170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the proce-
dure used by the National Asset Management Agency when approached by a potential buyer of 
loans controlled by the agency, and specifically the way it deals with a specific multi-million 
euro offer for loans; if NAMA has time targets for acknowledging or responding to such ap-
proaches; and if there is no acknowledgement or response, if potential buyers have alternative 
routes to convey offers to NAMA. [20020/13]

30/04/2013WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that approaches 
by third parties in relation to possible loan sales are dealt with expeditiously by reference to the 
complexity of the offer received and the debtor connection and loan portfolio in question.  In 
assessing any loan purchase offer, NAMA’s key criterion is whether the proposed transaction 
makes financial sense for the taxpayer. If so, and if NAMA believes that those making the offer 
have the financial capacity to deliver on it, NAMA then appoints loan sales brokers to market 
the loans and to deal with offers from the original bidder and other interested parties.  The tim-
ing of a sales transaction will be geared towards ensuring that the Agency maximises the value 
of the loans and therefore the return to the taxpayer. I am advised that NAMA has, to date, sold 
loans with par balances of €2.5 billion and that parties interested in making serious and realistic 
bids for loan portfolios are welcome to submit offers to it. If the Deputy is aware of any serious 
and realistic loan purchase bid made by a credible investor which has been submitted to NAMA 
but not evaluated by the Agency, I would suggest that he brings it to the attention of the Head 
of Asset Recovery, NAMA.  

30/04/2013WRE01100Banking Sector Regulation

30/04/2013WRE01200171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos 64 of 12 July 2012 and 251 of 16 March 2013, the power the Central Bank of Ireland 
has to compel banks to write down the value of problem loans to the value of underlying secu-
rity if the bank changes its primary regulator, for example, if Ulster Bank changes its regulator 
to the Bank of England and the British Financial Services Authority. [20021/13]

30/04/2013WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank (CBI) has informed 
me that where a bank’s operations in this country are conducted under a licence granted by a 
regulator in another country (e.g. the UK in this example), the CBI does not have the pruden-
tial powers to set problem loan provisioning rules for that bank.  The Central Bank’s Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears applies to mortgage lending activities with borrowers in respect 
of their principal private residence in the State. Compliance with the Code is mandatory on all 
mortgage lenders regulated by the Central Bank.

30/04/2013WRE01400Banking Sector Issues

30/04/2013WRE01500172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 240 of 16 April 2013, if he will provide a reconciliation between the €3.2 billion, which 
now takes the form of our remaining 15% equity stake and preference shares with a nominal 



30 April 2013

333

value of €1.8 billion, and the net cash position of nearer €1.1 billion showing coupons, divi-
dends and ELG fees received by year. [20036/13]

30/04/2013WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I submit the table showing the reconcili-
ation between the net €3.2bn investment position in Bank of Ireland and the net cash position 
taking into account ELG fees recently received (Q4 2012) and the preference coupon received 
in February 2013.   

Bank of Ireland – Reconciliation of State’s net cash position

- €bn
Net Investment PositionAdjustments to get 
an overall “net cashflow” positionCIFS/
ELG fees to Q4 2012

3.2-1.3

All transaction fees received -0.1
Preference coupons in cash (inc. Feb. 2013) -0.6
Coco coupon (year to July 2012 and last 
five months of 2012

-0.1

Estimate of net cashflow position with BOI 1.0

 Please note figures are rounded to their nearest hundred million.

30/04/2013WRE01700State Banking Sector

30/04/2013WRE01800173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 240 of 16 April 2013, if he will confirm the most recent valuation of the State’s holding 
of preference shares in Bank of Ireland. [20037/13]

30/04/2013WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the National Treasury 
Management Agency, as manager of the NPRF that as at 31 March 2013 the Fund’s holding 
of preference shares in Bank of Ireland was valued at €1.7 billion, which is 92% of par.   This 
value is consistent with the preliminary basis for valuation applied as at 31 December 2012. The 
final year end valuation will be reflected in the Fund’s audited financial statements for 2012, 
which will be published in July 2013.

  Question No. 174 answered with Question No. 149.

30/04/2013WRE02050Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRE02100175. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a breakdown will be pro-
vided on capital acquisitions tax in 2012 as to the percentage that came from inheritance and 
the percentage from gifts. [20057/13]

30/04/2013WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the net receipt of Capital Acquisitions Tax in 2012 was €283.2 million and a 
breakdown of that amount is as follows: 
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     -  Amount - €m    % of total - %
Discretionary Trusts      2.9    1.0
Inheritance tax  254.3       89.8
Gift tax   25.8  9.1
Probate     0.2  0.1
Total 283.2      100.0

30/04/2013WRE02300Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRE02400176. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will estimate the amount 
that would be raised for the Exchequer if the sale of principal residences were included under 
capital gains tax. [20058/13]

30/04/2013WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, as information on the value of capital gains arising from the disposal of prin-
cipal private residences is not required in capital gains tax returns, there is no dedicated basis 
for separately identifying the yield that would arise from applying capital gains tax to sales of 
principal private residences. Accordingly, the specific information requested by the Deputy is 
not available.

30/04/2013WRE02600Tax Avoidance Issues

30/04/2013WRE02700177. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount raised for the 
Exchequer in 2012 as a result of increased revenue auditing activity and a targeting of black 
market activity; and his views on whether this amount can be increased through further auditing 
targets and other measures to reduce tax evasion. [20059/13]

30/04/2013WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Audit activity yielded €359m from 9,066 audit interventions. 154,952 risk manage-
ment interventions, including in the PAYE sector, yielded €111m, and 373,803 assurance checks 
brought the total yield to €492m in 2012.  These figures include results arising from a very spe-
cific focus on cash businesses including: Construction: 1,306 audits yielding €39.3m; Retailers: 
848 audits yielding €22.4m; Landlords/Rental properties: 733 audits yielding €22.4m; Bars and 
Restaurants: 563 audits yielding €42m; Professionals: 466 audits yielding €13.4m; and Whole-
salers: 387 audits yielding €18.4m.

These results are included in the Annual Report of the Revenue Commissioners published 
on Wednesday, April 24th.  The report contains detailed statistics on all Revenue activities in 
2012, including compliance activities in all its forms.

I am also advised by the Revenue Commissioners that its shadow economy /black market 
activity includes tackling the evasion of excise duties, such as those on oil, tobacco and alco-
hol.  The Revenue Commissioners put a particular focus in 2012 on the risks associated with 
fuel laundering, with considerable success. Revenue have informed me that they detected and 
dismantled 11 oil laundries, and between 2011 and 2012 closed down 89 retail outlets trading in 
fuel in breach of licensing requirements.  There has been large scale compliance with the new 
licensing provisions and the new monthly return.  Revenue is actively pursuing the minority of 
traders who are trading while unlicensed and those who have not submitted a return.  In addi-
tion, Revenue is now able to track product movements through the distribution chain and is in 
the process of identifying traders who pose tax risks for priority compliance/audit/enforcement 
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intervention. 

Revenue is also very active in relation to countering tobacco smuggling, and they have ad-
vised me that they had 8,105 seizures, amounting to 95.6 million cigarettes.  While the latest 
survey results suggest that the penetration of the cigarette market by illicit products is being 
contained, Revenue have advised me that combatting this illegal activity will continue to be a 
high priority in 2013.

Revenue is responsible also for acting against the importation into the country of counterfeit 
goods, and works closely with right holders in this area.  Revenue has advised me that during 
2012, there were 5,580 seizures of counterfeit goods with an estimated value of €5,437,334. In 
the first quarter of 2013, there were 1,540 seizures of IPR infringing goods amounting to 13,685 
items with a value of €819,684.

Revenue tackles the problem of the shadow economy through a range of compliance and 
audit interventions including targeted special projects and this work will continue in 2013.  
Finally, I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they hold regular meetings 
with trade and representative bodies through The Hidden Economy Monitoring Group where 
the risks posed by shadow economy activities are discussed.  This engagement will continue in 
2013.

It is difficult to quantify the expected yield from all of Revenue’s compliance activities in 
2013.  Revenue, like all public sector bodies, is subject to Government policy on civil service 
numbers and public expenditure control.  In this context, I am satisfied that the Commissioners 
are pursuing programmes to maximise voluntary compliance, to redesign processes in order to 
mitigate risk, and to optimise the impact their compliance interventions by using sophisticated 
risk analysis.

30/04/2013WRE02900Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRE03000178. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that could be 
raised for the Exchequer from the introduction of a third rate of tax of 48% on an individual’s 
income in excess of €100,000 per annum. [20060/13]

30/04/2013WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is assumed that the threshold for the 
proposed new tax rate mentioned by the Deputy would not alter the existing standard rate band 
structure applying to single and widowed persons, to lone parents and married couples. On that 
basis, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated full year yield to the Ex-
chequer, estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, of the introduction of a new 48% income tax 
rate would be of the order of €365 million.    However, given the current band structures, major 
issues would need to be resolved as to how in practice such a new rate could be integrated into 
the current system and how this would affect the relative position of different types of income 
earners.

This figure is an estimate from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using latest actual data 
for the year 2010, adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim. It is, 
therefore, provisional and subject to revision. 

30/04/2013WRE03200Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRE03300179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that would be 
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raised for the Exchequer by raising the rate of capital gains tax from 33% to 40%. [20061/13]

30/04/2013WRE03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the full year yield to the Exchequer, estimated in terms of expected 2013 gains, 
from increasing the CGT tax rate from 33% to 40% could be in the region of €109 million. This 
figure includes corporate gains. However, this estimate assumes no behavioural changes on the 
part of taxpayers, and increases in rates may have a significant behavioural impact and may not 
produce a corresponding increase in tax yield. In current economic conditions any estimate of 
additional yield must be treated with caution. In addition, increasing the rate could, in theory, 
lead to a reduction in yield from the tax.

30/04/2013WRE03500Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRE03600180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that would be 
raised for the Exchequer by raising the rate of capital acquisitions tax from 33% to 40% and 
lowering the thresholds to €187,000 for the child-parent category, €25,000 for the lineal ances-
tor category and €12,500 for the any other person category. [20062/13]

30/04/2013WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the estimated full year yield to the Exchequer from increasing the Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax rate by 7% to 40%, based on the expected outturn in 2013, could be in the region of 
€63 million, assuming no change in the existing thresholds.  The current group tax free thresh-
old amounts for Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) are: €225,000 for group A (gifts/inheritances 
from parents to children), €30,150 for group B (gifts/inheritances from grandparents to grand-
children, from uncles/aunts to nieces/nephews, and between siblings) and €15,075 for group C 
(all other gifts/inheritances).  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the additional 
full year yield from existing taxpayers from reducing the thresholds for CAT to €187,000 for 
Group A, €25,000 for Group B, and €12,500 for Group C, as compared with the current thresh-
olds, and applying the proposed rate of 40% to the additional amounts thus brought into charge 
is estimated to be of the order of €31 million. 

Revenue do not receive information on gifts and inheritances which currently do not have 
to be declared so it is not possible to estimate the potential yield if such benefits were brought 
into the tax net. 

It should be noted that these estimates are based upon an assumption that there would be 
no behavioural impact of these changes, which could lead to a less than expected impact on 
Exchequer yield.  In addition, the realisation of any estimated yield from an increase in taxation 
on assets relating to property is subject to movements in the value of such assets, which are cur-
rently occurring in the economy.

30/04/2013WRE03800Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRE03900181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an estimate 
of the amount that would be raised for the Exchequer if the capital gains tax and capital acquisi-
tions tax were applied to transfers between spouses. [20063/13]

30/04/2013WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that figures are not captured in such a way as to provide a dedicated basis for compiling 
estimates of the impact on the Exchequer from the measure proposed in this question. Accord-
ingly, the specific information requested by the Deputy is not available.
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30/04/2013WRE04100Tax Reliefs Cost

30/04/2013WRE04200182. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that would be 
raised for the Exchequer if discretionary tax reliefs were standardised; and if he will provide a 
breakdown of the discretionary tax reliefs. [20064/13]

30/04/2013WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the deductions and reliefs which are allowable for tax at an individual’s marginal 
rate of income tax and for which estimates of cost can be provided are set out in the table 
together with estimated costs for the year 2009, the most recent year for which the necessary 
estimates are available.  If relief for these deductions and reliefs was confined to the standard 
rate of income tax the saving to the Exchequer could be of the order of €1,000 million.  This 
estimate does not take into account any possible behavioural change on the part of taxpayers 
as a consequence of such a change or the economic effect of such a change.  This applies in 
particular to the BES, Film Relief and Capital Allowances regime.  The standard rating of em-
ployee pension reliefs would also have an impact on workers’ take home pay.

It should be noted that there have been changes since this period, i.e. some schemes have 
been abolished or modified and others have been introduced.  For instance, as the Deputy will 
be aware, the BES was re-launched as the Employment and Investment Incentive, with changes 
to the amount of relief payable and types of companies that can qualify.

 Tax Relief Provision Total 2009 Cost -  €m Saving if Standard Rated  
-   €m

Person Taking Care of Inca-
pacitated Taxpayer 

5.9 2.4

Health Expenses (Nursing 
Homes) 

23.1 6.1

Contributions Under Per-
manent Health Benefit 
Schemes, after Deduction of 
Tax on Benefits Received

  3.9  1.6

Employees’ Contributions 
To Approved Superannua-
tion Schemes 

729.0 345.2

Retirement Annuity Premi-
ums 

237.2 105.6

Personal Retirement Savings 
Accounts 

77.0 26.5

Interest paid relating to bor-
rowings for  purposes such 
as acquiring an interst in a 
company or partnership or to 
pay death duties

26.5 11.6 

Expenses Allowable to Em-
ployees under Schedule E

73.7 27.4

Retirement Relief for certain 
Sports Persons.

0.2 0.1

Revenue Job Assist allow-
ance

0.3 0
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 Tax Relief Provision Total 2009 Cost -  €m Saving if Standard Rated  
-   €m

Allowance for seafarers 0.2 0
Investment in Corporate 
Trades (BES) 

25.6 13.1

Investment in Seed Capital 2.9 1.2
Stock Relief 2.0 0.6
Relief for expenditure on 
significant buildings and 
gardens

4.6 2.2

Donation of Heritage items 0.7 0.6
Donation of Heritage  prop-
erty to the Irish Heritage 
Trust

0 0

Donations to Approved Bod-
ies (Income Tax only) 

51.11 19.8

Donations to Sports Bodies 
(Income Tax only). 

0.6 0.2

Capital Allowances (Income 
Tax only)

1,004.9 395.9

Rented Residential Relief 
-Section 23 

46.9 24.0

Investment in Films 42.0 25.6
Total 2,358.3 1,009.7 

30/04/2013WRE04400Tax Reliefs Cost

30/04/2013WRE04500183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the range of tax reliefs avail-
able to business here; and if he will set out the cost of these tax reliefs individually in 2012 or 
the last available full tax year. [20065/13]

30/04/2013WRE04600187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will list all current tax 
reliefs and their individual cost to the Exchequer in the last available tax year. [20069/13]

30/04/2013WRE04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 
and 187 together. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the total identifiable costs to the Exche-
quer which are currently available relate to income tax and corporation tax allowances, reliefs, 
exemptions and tax credits available as set out in the following tables for 2008 and 2009, the 
most recent year for which the necessary detailed historical information is available.  Work is 
ongoing to update the costs to 2010 terms but this is not yet complete.  Data is not yet available 
for 2011 as the tax returns for that year are currently being processed for statistical purposes.  
Tax returns from self-employed for 2012 are not due until the latter part of 2013.

It should be noted that there have been changes since this period, i.e. some schemes have 
been abolished or modified and others have been introduced.  For instance, as the Deputy will 
be aware, virtually all of the area-based and property tax incentive schemes have ended and Fi-
nance Act 2012 provided for a cap on property-based Accelerated Capital Allowance Schemes 
(in line with the tax life of the particular scheme) to be introduced from 1 January 2015. Rel-
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evant notes relating to items in the tables are also included.

Tax reliefs available exclusively for business reasons such as Stock Relief, Exempt Rental 
Income from Leasing of Farm Land, Capital Allowances, Rate of 10% for Manufacturing and 
Certain Other Activities, Group Relief and Research & Development are included in the tables.  
A number of tax reliefs, credits and deductions (for example, personal credits, pension contri-
butions, BES, Film relief and property based tax incentives), which are included in the tables 
are also available to self-employed and PAYE taxpayers, but are not exclusively available for 
business reasons.

Index of Tables and Notes

a) Note on the Cost of Tax Credits, Allowances and Reliefs 2008 and 2009 

b) Table IT 6 showing Cost of Tax Credits, Allowances and Reliefs 2008 and 2009.  Figures 
of cost in relation to corporation tax are included in the “Income Tax and/or Corporation 
Tax” section of this table.

c) Notes on Table IT 6

d) Note on Green Paper on Pensions

e) Estimate of cost of certain property-based tax incentives and incomes exempt from tax 
for 2008 and 2009.

f) Note on reliefs in respect of which costs are not currently quantifiable or are negligible or 
are not identifiable within total aggregates.

a) Cost of Tax Credits, Allowances and Reliefs 2008 and 2009

The following table IT 6 shows the estimated cost in terms of revenue forgone of the per-
sonal tax credits and the main reliefs and deductions allowable under the income tax system. 
A number of reliefs which apply both to individuals and companies is also included and the 
cost shown in relation to these reliefs covers income tax and corporation tax. An adjustment is 
included in the cost figures applying to income tax to compensate for incomplete numbers of 
tax returns on record at the time of compiling the estimates.

The tax credits and reliefs listed in the table serve varying purposes. Many are essentially 
structural reliefs through which individual tax liabilities are adjusted to reflect relative taxable 
capacity. The main personal tax credits are a good example of this since they may be regarded 
as part of the progressive income tax structure representing a band of income chargeable at a 
zero rate. Others, such as relief for interest paid in full or investment in corporate trades, are 
tax-based incentives in favour of specific groups or activities which are designed to promote 
certain aspects of public policy.

In computing taxable profits, account needs to be taken in some way of the depreciation 
of capital assets incurred in earning those profits. To this extent, the figures in the table of the 
“costs” of capital allowances should not be regarded as measuring a “loss of tax revenue” on 
profits. To compute such “loss”, regard would have to be had to the excess of the amount of the 
capital allowances at current rates over the amount of the normal allowances.

The figures shown for the basic personal tax credits (married, single and widowed) are the 
costs of these tax credits as if all other tax credits and the exemption limits did not apply. They 
do not include individuals who are not on Revenue records because their incomes are below the 
income tax thresholds. The cost figures for the exemption limits are based on the excess of the 
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exemption limits over the basic personal tax credits.

The figures of cost are for 2008 and 2009 and all figures are based on tax due in respect of 
assessments for each year and not on tax receipts within that year.

The figure against each credit or allowance represents the additional tax which would be-
come payable if the tax credit or allowance were withdrawn assuming no consequent change in 
the behaviour of taxpayers (for example, in relation to the reliefs for savings), or the amounts 
of payments (for example, interest payable on certain savings schemes might need adjustment 
to take account of the new tax liability).

The numbers of claimants of each credit or relief are shown for both years to the extent that 
they are available. The numbers included are the taxpayers who would be adversely affected by 
the withdrawal of the respective credit or relief.

In the calculations, each tax credit or allowance has been dealt with separately and on the as-
sumption that the rest of the tax system remained unchanged. It would be therefore inaccurate to 
calculate the effect of withdrawing all the credits, reliefs and allowances by simply totalling the 
figures. For example, the costs shown for capital allowances and stock relief are also calculated 
on the basis of separate withdrawal of these reliefs. Their combined cost would be greater than 
the sum of the separate costs because allowances are not always fully set off against available 
profits. For instance, a person with €1,000 gross trading profits, €1,000 capital allowances and 
€1,000 stock relief would pay no tax if either of the reliefs were withdrawn but would pay tax 
on €1,000 profits if both reliefs were withdrawn. In this case, the cost of each relief separately 
is nil but the combined cost is tax on €1,000. Basic data is not available to enable an estimate 
of the combined cost of these reliefs to be made.

The figures for estimates based on tax returns have been grossed up to an overall expected 
level to adjust for incompleteness in the numbers of returns on record at the time the data was 
extracted for analytical purposes.

Apart from the artists exemption, these figures do not take account of the application of the 
restriction of reliefs originally provided for in section 17 of Finance Act 2006, which took effect 
from 1 January 2007. The restriction was extended by Section 23 Finance Act 2010.

Finally, the estimates shown in many cases are tentative and are subject to revision in the 
light of later information.

B Table IT 6 showing Cost of Tax Credits, Allowances and Reliefs 2008 and 2009

INCOME TAX AND CORPORATION TAX

Table IT6

Cost of Tax Credits, Allowances and Reliefs 2008 and 2009

Tax Relief Pro-
vision 

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

 - (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

- 

INCOME TAX 
- Exemption 
limits:

€m Numbers €m Numbers

General Exemp-
tion (2) 

0 0 0 0
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Tax Relief Pro-
vision 

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

 - (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

- 

Child Addition 
(2)

0.3 900 0.2 800

Age Exemption 
(2)

90.8 57,700 82.4 54,900

Married Per-
son’s Credit (3)

2,944.90 853,100 2,853.20 835,000

Single Person’s 
Credit (3)

2,406.80 1,503,300 2,088.20 1,316,900

Widowed Per-
son’s Credit (3)

184.3 81,100 184.8 81,100

Additional 
Credit to Wid-
owed Person in 
Year of Be-
reavement 

4.9 4,000 4.9 4,000

Additional 
Bereavement 
Credit to Wid-
owed Parent 

6.9 2,300 6.2 2,400

Additional Per-
sonal Credit for 
Lone Parent

197.4 116,700 174.1 103,600

Homecarer 
Credit

79.5 93,100 63.9 77,500

Additional 
Credit for Inca-
pacitated Child 

39 12,300 38 12,200

Employee 
(PAYE) Credit

3,253.80 1,710,200 2,995.20 1,560,600

Dependent 
Relative Credit 

2 18,700 2.1 18,200

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Person Taking 
Care of Incapac-
itated Taxpayer 

5.8 1,260 5.9 1470

Age Credit 42.3 88,100 43.7 90,700
Blind Person’s 
Credit (incl.
Guide Dog Al-
lowance)

2.1 1,320 1.9 1190

Medical Insur-
ance Premiums 
(4)

321 1,322,400 589.6 1,233,900

Health Expenses 266.8 542,600 145.5 492,800
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Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Contribu-
tions Under 
Permanent 
Health Benefit 
Schemes, after 
Deduction of 
Tax on Benefits 
Received (5)

4 29,200 3.9 27,300

Employees’ 
Contributions 
To Approved 
Superannuation 
Schemes (6)

655 792,600 729 713,600

Employers’ 
Contributions 
To Approved 
Superannuation 
Schemes (6)

165 362,700 153 342,200

Exemption of 
Investment In-
come and Gains 
of Approved 
Superannuation 
Funds (6)* 

685 N/A 780 N/A

Exemption of 
employers’ con-
tributions from 
employee BIK 
(6)

595 362,700 558 342,200

Tax Relief on 
“tax free” lump 
sums (6)

140 N/A 140 N/A

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Retirement An-
nuity Premiums 

352.8 116,000 237.2 101,300

Personal Retire-
ment Savings 
Accounts 

73.8 53,900 77 56,200

Interest paid:



30 April 2013

343

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Loans relating 
to Principal Pri-
vate Residence 

704.6 778,100 486.3 782,700

Other (7) 48.5 5,400 26.5 5,000
Rent Paid in Pri-
vate Tenancies 

96.5 222,100 85.9 196,900

Expenses Al-
lowable to Em-
ployees under 
Schedule E

75.2 835,900 73.7 744,300

Third Level 
Education Fees

19.9 36,000 20.6 34,700

Exemption of 
Certain Earn-
ings of Writers, 
Composers and 
Artists 

21.8 2,630 22.1 2,590

Dispositions 
(Including 
Maintenance 
Payments made 
to Separated 
Spouses)

22.33 7,820 19.5 6,840

Exemption of 
Interest on Sav-
ings Certificates, 
National Install-
ment Savings 
& Index Linked 
Savings Bonds 

88.1 N/A 138.2 N/A

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Rent a Room 5.6 3,600 5.6 3,770
Exemption 
of Income of 
Charities, Col-
leges, Hospitals, 
Schools, Friend-
ly Societies, etc. 
(8) (10)

35.8 N/A 40.7 N/A

Retirement Re-
lief for certain 
Sports Persons.
(9)

0.2 17 0.2 15
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Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Exemption of 
Irish Govern-
ment Securities 
where owner not 
ordinarily resi-
dent in Ireland 
(10) *

320.8 N/A 486.7 N/A

Exemption of 
Statutory Re-
dundancy Pay-
ments (11)*

85.4 29,800 147.8 77,000

Service Charges 27.1 455,200 26.8 452,600
Top Slicing Re-
lief - Reduced 
Tax Rate for 
Payments in Ex-
cess of Exemp-
tion Amounts 
Made as Com-
pensation for 
Loss of Office

44.7 3,790 47.8 6,110

Revenue Job 
Assist allow-
ance

0.2 330 0.3 390

Allowance for 
seafarers

0.3 160 0.2 150

Trade Union 
Subscriptions

26.4 341,900 26.7 345,800

Exemption From Tax of Certain Social Welfare Payments:

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Child benefit * 435.3 401,200 390.7 372,900
Early childcare 
Supplement*

98.3 195,200 47.5 154,300

Maternity al-
lowance * 

18.2 23,420 19 23,300

Foster Care Pay-
ments 

28.09 3,470 28.4 3,360

Exemption of 
Income arising 
from the Provi-
sion of Child-
care Services 

0.8 440 0.8 470
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Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Approved 
Profit Sharing 
Schemes *

99 111,190 37.6 62,900

Savings-Related 
Share Option 
Schemes*

1.3 2,800 0.8 1,800

Approved 
Share Option 
Schemes*

0.1 280 0.5 370

Relief for 
New Shares 
Purchased by 
Employees

0.3 280 0.3 250

Investment 
in Corporate 
Trades (BES) 

55.7 3,200 25.6 1,640

Investment in 
Seed Capital

1.7 56 2.9 77

Stock Relief * 2 N/A 2 N/A
Exempt Rental 
Income from 
Leasing of Farm 
Land

N/A N/A 4.4 2,960

Table

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Relief for 
expenditure 
on significant 
buildings and 
gardens

5.9 290 4.6 150

Donation of 
Heritage items 

4.7 5 0.7 2

Donation of 
Heritage prop-
erty to the Irish 
Heritage Trust.

3.6 4 0 0

INCOME TAX  AND/OR CORPORA-
TION TAX 

(12) -

Donations to 
Approved Bod-
ies 

52.4 131,100 54.1 155,100



Questions - Written Answers

346

Tax Relief Pro-
vision

(1) Estimated 
cost for 2008

- (1) Estimated 
cost for 2009

-

Donations to 
Sports Bodies. 
(9)

0.3 850 0.7 2100

Employee Share 
Ownership 
Trusts*

8.4 29,200 1.3 16,400

Total Capital Al-
lowances:(13)

2,176.60 270,200 2,281.60 298,800

of which Energy 
Efficient Capital 
Allowances

N/A N/A 1.6 93

Rented Residen-
tial Relief - Sec-
tion 23 (13) *

74.7 2,429 46.9 1,620

Rate of 10% 
for Manufactur-
ing and Certain 
Other Activities 
(15)

160.9 1,046 340.6 1,370

Double Taxation 
Relief

596.5 18,000 589.1 18,900

Investment in 
Films* 

32.8 3200 42 2,553

Group Relief 450.3 2430 390.5 2,507
Research & De-
velopment Tax 
Credit (16)

146 582 216.1 900

c) Notes on Table IT 6

(1) Figures accompanied by an asterisk * are particularly tentative and subject to a consider-
able margin of error.

(2) The cost figures for the exemption limits are based on the excess of the exemption limits 
over the basic personal tax credits. They include the cost of marginal relief for taxpayers whose 
incomes are not greatly in excess of the exemption limits.

(3) The figures shown for the basic personal tax credits (married, single and widowed) are 
the costs of these tax credits as if all other tax credits and the exemption limits did not apply. 
They do not include individuals who are not on Revenue records because their incomes are 
below the income tax thresholds.

(4) Arising from the change over to Tax Relief at Source the figures relate to the number of 
policies issued. These include policies where subscriptions were paid by businesses on behalf 
of their employees.

(5) Part of the cost of contributions to Permanent Health Benefit Schemes is not identifiable 
as a result of the move to a “net pay” basis for contributions by PAYE taxpayers from 6 April 
2001.
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(6) See the following note on “Green Paper on Pensions” for background commentary on 
the basis of the cost figures .

(7) “Other” relates to borrowings for purposes such as acquiring an interest in a company 
or partnership .

(8) The income on which the cost of exemption from income tax for charities, colleges, 
hospitals, schools, friendly societies, etc. is based includes dividend income on which income 
tax deducted at source has been repaid, other investment income, payments received under cov-
enant, donations by the PAYE sector to approved bodies together with the associated tax relief 
and donations by the self-employed and corporate sectors to approved bodies and approved 
sports bodies. Information is not available about other income received gross.

(9) The cost figures for relief for certain Sports Persons are based on income tax self as-
sessment returns and for donations to Approved Sports Bodies are based on income tax and 
corporation tax self assessment returns.

(10) In the absence of other information, tax has been assumed at the standard rate of in-
come tax even though a different rate might be more appropriate.

(11) The costs and numbers for the Exemption of Statutory Redundancy Payments are based 
on external data. From 2009 the “numbers” indicate the numbers of claims received in the year 
and not the numbers of claims approved.

(12) The costs included for corporation tax are by reference to accounting periods which 
ended in the years 2008 and 2009.

(13) The cost shown for capital allowances does not include any cost associated with “un-
used capital allowances”, that is, capital allowances which are not absorbed by a company in 
the accounting period in which they arise because they exceed the amount of the company’s 
profits of that accounting period which are available for offset. Unused capital allowances can 
be offset as losses against taxable profits arising in the previous accounting period and against 
certain profits arising in future accounting periods and can be offset against the profits of anoth-
er company in the same group of companies. It is estimated that €3587 million and €5373 mil-
lion of unused capital allowances were claimed in respect of 2008 and 2009 accounting periods 
respectively but as the proportion of this item which is included in previous years losses and in 
group relief is not separately identifiable a reliable estimate of the cost of the capital allowance 
element cannot be provided.

(14) The tax cost shown for section 23 type relief is the estimated ultimate tax cost relating 
to the total allowable expenditure in respect of claims made in 2008 and 2009 tax returns for the 
first time. The cost shown is for income tax cases only.

(15) the cost shown for manufacturing relief for 2008 is compiled using the basic data avail-
able but for technical reasons associated with a system redesign it is understood to be under-
stated by at least €100m. Manufacturing Relief expired at the end of 2010.

(16) The costs shown for R&D is for claims for R&D on corporation tax returns for account-
ing periods ending in 2008 and 2009. However, the cost for 2009 includes the amount of credit 
allowed against 2009 tax together with the amount offset against tax of previous accounting 
periods and as payable credits.

d) Note on Green Paper on Pensions - Review of estimates of cost

As part of the work on the Green Paper on Pensions, a review was carried out of the cur-
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rent regime of incentives for supplementary pension provision with a view to developing more 
comprehensive and reliable estimates of the cost of reliefs in this area. The review examined, 
among other things, the current reliefs and incentives for investment in supplementary pensions 
and the data available on which to base reliable estimates of the costs in revenue foregone to 
the Exchequer.

The review drew on newly available 2006 aggregate data on contributions to pension 
schemes by employers and employees arising from a P35 initiative introduced on foot of provi-
sions that were included in Finance Act 2004 with a view to improving data quality. Estimates 
of the cost of tax for private pension provision updated for 2008 and 2009 are included in table 
IT6.

The breakdown and make-up of these estimated costs of reliefs differ from presentations of 
costs in this area for years PRIOR TO 2005 in a number of respects and are not directly compa-
rable. further details on the cost of tax and other reliefs and the changes in the methodology are 
contained in pages 106 and 107 of the Green Paper on Pensions.

e) Estimate of cost of certain property-based tax incentives and incomes exempt from 
tax for 2008 and 2009

Certain property-based tax incentives and incomes exempt from tax - uptake and estimated 
potential cost to the Exchequer in terms of income tax and corporation tax forgone based on 
2008 and 2009 tax returns

Provisions were included in the Finance Acts of 2003 and 2004 to enable new statistical data 
on the uptake of tax relief for certain property-based tax incentives and incomes exempt from 
tax to be obtained from tax returns. This information, derived from changes introduced by the 
Revenue Commissioners to income tax returns and corporation tax returns for 2008 and 2009, 
is set out in the following tables.

The figures shown include the amounts claimed in the year but exclude amounts carried 
forward into the year either as losses or capital allowances, and include any amounts of unused 
losses and/or capital allowances which will be carried forward to subsequent years.

Tax Incentive/In-
come Exemption 
2008

Amount Claimed Assumed maximum 
tax cost €m

Number of claimants

- €m €m -
Urban renewal 230.8 87.0 3,367
Town Renewal 61.6 24.2 998
Seaside Resorts 16.1 6.4 1,091
Rural Renewal 88.4 35.7 2,803
Multi-storey car 
parks

16.8 6.6 134

Living Over the shop 6.4 2.6 81
Enterprise Areas 6.3 2.5 138
Park and Ride 1.8 0.7 21
Holiday Cottages 36.9 14.8 844
Hotels 305.5 116.4 1,996
Nursing Homes 48.4 19.8 734
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Tax Incentive/In-
come Exemption 
2008

Amount Claimed Assumed maximum 
tax cost €m

Number of claimants

Housing for the El-
derly/infirm

7.4 3.0 179

Hostels 1.68 0.69 22
Guest Houses 0.29 0.12 10
Convalescent Homes 1.4 0.5 32
Qualifying Private 
Hospitals

30.2 12.3 342

Qualifying sports 
injury clinics

4.1 1.7 60

Buildings Used for 
certain child care 
purposes

30.3 12.2 519

Qualifying Mental 
Health Centres

0.1 0.0 3

Student Accommo-
dation

60.0 23.5 814

Caravan Camps 1.5 0.6 10
Mid-Shannon Cor-
ridor Tourism Infra-
structure

1.8 0.7 12

Exemption of profits 
or gains from Grey-
hounds

0.0 0.0 10

Exemption of profits 
or gains from Stal-
lions

92.3 15.1 192

Exemption of profits 
or gains from Wood-
lands

51.0 13.6 2,492

Exempt Patents 
(Section 234, TCA 
1997)

198.3 51.7 1,209

Totals 1,299.2 452.6 18,111

Tax Incentive/In-
come Exemption 
2009

Amount Claimed Assumed maximum 
tax cost €m

Number of claimants

- €m €m -
Urban renewal 233.8 93.1 3410
Town Renewal 45.4 18.3 1,001
Seaside Resorts 13.3 5.3 875
Rural Renewal 70.0 28.0 2,653
Multi-storey car 
parks

13.2 5.2 130

Living Over the shop 4.1 1.7 66
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Tax Incentive/In-
come Exemption 
2009

Amount Claimed Assumed maximum 
tax cost €m

Number of claimants

Enterprise Areas 5.4 2.1 118
Park and Ride 2.0 0.8 20
Holiday Cottages 34.7 13.9 786
Hotels 263.2 102.1 1,906
Nursing Homes 54.4 21.6 750
Housing for the El-
derly/infirm

6.8 2.8 145

Hostels 0.73 0.3 14
Guest Houses 0.24 0.1 8
Convalescent Homes 1.3 0.5 28
Qualifying Private 
Hospitals

30.5 12.5 346

Qualifying sports 
injury clinics

3.6 1.5 67

Buildings Used for 
certain child care 
purposes

30.8 12.5 527

Qualifying Mental 
Health Centres

0.1 0.0 1

Student Accommo-
dation

48.3 19.1 751

Caravan Camps 0.6 0.2 2
Mid Shannon Cor-
ridor Tourism Infra-
structure

0.6 0.2 2

Exemption of profits 
or gains from Grey-
hounds

0.0 0.0 5

Exemption of profits 
or gains from Stal-
lions

2.0 0.4 32

Exemption of profits 
or gains from Wood-
lands

48.2 14.4 3,570

Exempt Patents (sec-
tion 234, TCA 1997)

260.7 71.7 1,268

Other 52.6 19.5 635
Totals 1,226.6 447.8 19,116

These figures do not take account of the application of the restriction of reliefs originally 
provided for in section 17 of Finance Act 2006 and which took effect from 1 January 2007.The 
restriction was extended by Section 23 Finance Act 2010.

As the Deputy will be aware, virtually all of the area-based and property tax incentive 
schemes have ended and Finance Act 2012 provided for a cap on property-based Accelerated 
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Schemes (in line with the tax life of the particular scheme) to be introduced from 1 January 
2015.

Notes:

- The figures shown relate to the various reliefs/incentives and exemptions as specified in 
the 2008 and 2009 form 11 and CT1.

- There were concerns that in some instances the new, separately categorised data on prop-
erty incentives may not have been correctly entered on the Tax returns. Revenue drew the atten-
tion of the relevant tax practitioner bodies to these deficiencies to rectify them in future returns 
and also increased awareness among its own staff involved in processing tax returns of the need 
to ensure, through closer examination of the returns, that they are correctly completed.

- The estimated costs have assumed tax foregone at the 41% rate in the case of income 
tax and 12.5% in the case of corporation tax. This means the figures shown correspond to the 
maximum Exchequer cost in terms of income tax and corporation tax. However, the actual Ex-
chequer cost could be lower, particularly in relation to the exempt income items, as the income 
could be subject to deductions for allowable expenses and other costs thereby reducing the level 
of income that would be actually subject to tax.

- Some of the costs shown above are included in the costs shown for capital allowances and 
section 23 relief in Table IT6. However, exempt income included above is not part of capital 
allowances.

f) Note on reliefs in respect of which costs are not currently quantifiable or are negli-
gible or are not identifiable within total aggregates.

Examples of this type of relief would include:

Relief from averaging of farm profits;

Exemption for income arising from payments in respect of personal injuries;

Exemption of certain payments made by Haemophilia HIV Trust;

Exemption of lump sum retirement payments;

Relief for allowable motor expenses;

Tapering relief allowable for taxation of car benefits in kind;

Reduced tax rate for authorised unit trust schemes;

Reduced tax rate for special investment schemes;

Exemption of certain grants made by Údarás na Gaeltachta;

Relief for investment income reserved for policy holders in life assurance companies;

Relief for various business related expenses such as staff recruitment, rent, legal fees, and 
other general expenses;

Exemption in certain circumstances on the interest on quoted bearer Eurobonds;

Exemption of payments made as compensation for loss of office;

Exemption of scholarship income;
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Exemption for income received under Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge.

30/04/2013WRE04800Departmental Expenditure

30/04/2013WRE04900184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the contributions, if any, that 
have been made by this State to the OECD BEPS project which will be reporting back to the 
next G20 in June. [20066/13]

30/04/2013WRE05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan):  The OECD published a report on Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) by multinational corporations on 12th February 2013.  The 
OECD will now prepare an action plan by June this year to examine next steps.  Three focus 
groups have been established comprising of OECD members with the aim of developing the 
action plan.  The OECD expects to present this action plan to the July G20 meeting.  The report 
highlights that the only way to deal with BEPS is for countries to work together to consider how 
international rules can be amended to ensure fair levels of taxation are paid by all. 

While the discussions of the OECD focus groups are at this point confidential I am pleased 
to inform the Deputy that Ireland, along with all other OECD members, is actively involved in 
the work of these focus groups.

30/04/2013WRF00150Tax Reliefs Application

30/04/2013WRF00200185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the current rate at which land-
lords can make mortgage interest deductions against rental income for tax purposes; and the 
amount that can be raised for the Exchequer if this mortgage interest deduction is reduced to 
40%. [20067/13]

30/04/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a breakdown between rent received from residential property and other types 
of property is not sought or provided in tax returns.  However based on personal income tax 
returns filed by non-PAYE taxpayers for the year 2010, the latest year for which this informa-
tion is available, and making certain assumptions about the data it is estimated that the revenue 
that would be raised from reducing the level at which individuals can claim interest repayments 
against tax for residential rental properties from 75% to 40% could be in the region of €157m.  
Rental income of companies is returned as net of interest on borrowings the figures for interest 
are not separately distinguished in corporate tax returns.  There is, therefore, no basis on which 
an estimate of the cost of reducing the tax relief involved could be provided.  The estimated 
cost of 2010 residential interest relief is based on assuming that tax relief was allowed at the top 
income tax rate of 41% and the figure provided could therefore be regarded as the maximum 
Exchequer cost in respect of those taxpayers.  This figure is subject to adjustment in the event 
of late returns being filed or where returns already filed are subsequently amended.

It should be noted that any corresponding data returned by PAYE taxpayers in the income 
tax return form 12 is not captured in the Revenue computer system.  However, any PAYE tax-
payer with non-PAYE income greater than €3,174 is required to complete an income tax return 
form 11.  This return is the source of the figure provided in this reply in respect of individuals.  
The level at which interest repayments can be claimed against tax for residential rental proper-
ties was reduced from 100% to 75% in section 5 of the Finance Act 2009.  There is no specific 
proposal in the Programme for Government to decrease the amount of interest on borrowings 
that can be offset against rental income for tax purposes, however, as a matter of course all such 
taxation measures and reliefs are considered in the context of the budgetary process.
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30/04/2013WRF00350Social Insurance Issues

30/04/2013WRF00400186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out the matters 
to which PRSI and universal social charges are currently applied; if he is considering extending 
PRSI and USC to other forms of income not already subject to the charges. [20068/13]

30/04/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that PRSI is payable on 
an individual’s pay and income after allowing relief for capital allowances.  Universal Social 
Charge (USC) is payable on an individual’s pay and income after allowing for losses incurred 
in, or capital expenditure incurred for the purposes of a trade.  In relation to both PRSI and 
USC, pension contributions are not deducted in arriving at the amounts payable.  However, so-
cial welfare payments are not liable to either PRSI or USC.  In relation to extending PRSI and 
USC to other forms of income not already subject to the charge, the position is that, in Budget 
2013, I announced that the Minister for Social Protection, Ms. Joan Burton, T.D., would be 
bringing forward legislation to change PRSI contributions as follows:

- Where modified PRSI rate payers have income from a trade or profession, such income 
and any unearned income they have will be made subject to PRSI with effect from the 1st of 
January 2013; and

- Unearned income for everyone else will become subject to PRSI in 2014.  This means 
that PRSI will be payable on income generated from wealth such as rental income, investment 
income, dividends and interest on deposits and savings.

This means that from this year, modified rate contributors who have income from a profes-
sion or trade and who were previously not liable to PRSI on that income, are now liable to PRSI 
at 4% on such income.  From next year, all assessed taxpayers, that is, taxpayers who are in the 
self-assessment system, will be liable to PRSI on their full incomes including rental income, 
investment income, dividends and interest on deposits and savings.

In relation to USC, the position is that this tax, like all other taxes, is reviewed annually in 
the context of the Budget and Finance Bill cycle.  The Minister for Social Protection has pub-
lished a booklet entitled “PRSI contribution rates and user guide from 1 January 2013” which 
gives more information and is available at http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/SW14.pdf.  The 
Revenue Commissioners have published a document entitled “Universal Social Charge FAQs” 
which gives more information and is available athttp://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/usc/universal-
social-charge-faqs.pdf.

  Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 183.

30/04/2013WRF00675Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRF00700188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that could be 
raised for the Exchequer if ARFs and PRSAs had their imputed distribution rates increased to 
6% on amounts under €2 million and to 7% on amounts in excess of €2 million. [20070/13]

30/04/2013WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): An annual imputed distribution rate of 
5% applies to approved retirement funds (ARFs) with asset values of €2 million or less and also 
to ‘vested’ Personal Retirement Savings Accounts (PRSAs where benefits have commenced) on 
the same basis.  A higher imputed distribution rate of 6% applies to ARFs and/or ‘vested’ PR-
SAs with asset values of more than €2 million.  I assume the Deputy is suggesting an increase 
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in the imputed distribution from 6% to 7% for ARFs and/or ‘vested’ PRSAs of more than €2 
million in value and an increase from 5% to 6% where the asset values are less than €2 million.  
I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that information provided to them in the context 
of the tax paid on these deemed or imputed distributions does not include information on the 
value of the ARFs and/or ‘vested’ PRSAs out of which the distributions are deemed to arise.  
There is therefore no basis on which a definitive estimate of the impact on the Exchequer of the 
change mentioned in the question could be compiled.

As an exercise that might provide some indication of the scale of the additional tax yield 
involved, some historical data made available to my Department from private sector sources 
provides a breakdown of ARFs by value in respect of a number of providers representing an 
estimated 40% of the ARF market.  There is no similar data available in relation to ‘vested’ PR-
SAs.  Out of a total value of some €2.4 billion in ARFs under management by these providers 
where the average ARF value was just over €127,000, the total value of those ARFs represent-
ing individual funds under €2 million was €2.3 billion.  The total value of those ARFs repre-
senting individual funds of over €2m was €137 million.  Based on a very rough extrapolation 
of these figures to arrive at a broad potential estimate for the total value of ARFs with assets in 
these value ranges, the estimated additional income tax yield from applying increased imputed 
distribution rates to such ARFs as set out above would be about €25 million in a full year.

It is important to note that the deemed or imputed distribution measure is designed to en-
courage draw downs from ARFs and ‘vested’ PRSAs so that they are used, as intended, to fund 
a stream of income in retirement in the same way as a retirement annuity, for which ARFs are 
supposed to operate as a more flexible alternative.  The measure, in itself, does not give rise to 
significant tax revenues as it does not apply to actual draw-downs from ARFs and ‘vested’ PR-
SAs, which are taxed in the normal way.  Moreover, increasing the annual percentage notional 
distribution for ARFs and ‘vested’ PRSAs as suggested in the question would further increase 
the risk that the retirement income derived by the owners from such funds could be depleted 
before death.

30/04/2013WRF00850Tax Yield

30/04/2013WRF00900189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount that could be 
raised for the Exchequer by reducing the earnings cap for pension contributions to €70,000. 
[20071/13]

30/04/2013WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
the current annual earnings cap of €115,000 which operates to limit the level of tax-relieved 
personal pension contributions in any one year.  The annual earnings cap acts, in conjunction 
with age-related percentage limits of annual earnings, to put a ceiling on the annual amount 
of tax relief an individual taxpayer can obtain on pension contributions.  A breakdown of the 
cost of tax relief on employee contributions to occupational pension schemes is not available 
by income tax rate, as tax returns by employers to the Revenue Commissioners of employee 
contributions to such schemes are aggregated at employer level.  An historical breakdown is 
available by tax rate of the tax relief claimed on contributions to personal pension plans - Re-
tirement Annuity Contracts (RACs) and Personal Retirement Savings Accounts (PRSAs) - by 
the self-employed and others, to the extent that the contributions have been included in the 
personal tax returns of those taxpayers.  There is, therefore, only a limited statistical basis for 
providing definitive figures.  However, by making certain assumptions about the available in-
formation, the Revenue Commissioners inform me that the combined estimated full year yield 
to the Exchequer from reducing the current annual earnings cap of €115,000 to €70,000 in 
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respect of individual contributions to occupational pension schemes, RACs and PRSAs would 
be about €130 million.

30/04/2013WRF01050Budget 2014 Issues

30/04/2013WRF01100190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he still intends to meet the 
€3.1 billion adjustment proposed for this year’s budget. [20072/13]

30/04/2013WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have discussed in recent parliamen-
tary questions, I will not be drawn into speculation on the composition of the next Budget at this 
stage.  The Stability Programme Update which will be discussed at the Oireachtas Committee 
on Finance, Public Expenditure & Reform later today, incorporates revised economic and fis-
cal forecasts for the medium term and articulates Government’s position in relation to Budget 
2014.

30/04/2013WRF01250Budget 2013

30/04/2013WRF01300191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will give details of the 
carry over to this year’s budget from the measures announced last year; and if he will provide a 
breakdown from whence that carry over will come. [20073/13]

30/04/2013WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Around €600 million of the revenue 
consolidation will be provided through carry forward from measures announced in Budget 
2013 and prior budgets.  This estimate of carry forward is inclusive of an estimated €250 mil-
lion yield resulting from changes to take effect in 2014 to the maximum allowable pension 
fund, which was outlined in the Summary of 2013 Budget Measures.  The estimated full year 
yields and/or costs of the tax revenue measures introduced in Budget 2013 are set out on pages 
A5 – A12 of the Summary of 2013 Budget and Estimates Measures Policy Changes section of 
the Budget 2013 book.  The difference between the estimated yield/cost of a measure in 2013 
and in a full year is effectively the carry-over impact.

The biggest source of carry-over in 2014 is from the Local Property Tax, which is estimated 
to yield a further €250 million.  The increase in carbon tax is expected to deliver an additional 
€16 million next year.  The increase in the capital acquisitions tax (CAT) is also expected to 
deliver an additional €12 million in 2014 and the increase in DIRT an additional €14 million.  
These are just some of the main sources of positive carry-over from measures introduced as 
part of Budget 2013.  It is also important to consider that some the measures introduced as part 
of the Budget have a negative carry-over effect in 2014, for example the full year impact of the 
excise duty relief (estimated -€35 million carry-over impact).  For further details the Deputy 
should consult pages A5 – A12 of the Summary of 2013 Budget and Estimates Measures Policy 
Changes section of the Budget 2013  book.

30/04/2013WRF01450Universal Social Charge Exemptions

30/04/2013WRF01500192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer of 
taking all those earning the minimum wage of €17,542 out of the universal social charge net. 
[20074/13]

30/04/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The current minimum wage is €8.65 per 
hour. On an annualised basis, this is equivalent to €17,542 assuming a 39 hour working week.  



Questions - Written Answers

356

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the estimated full year cost to the Exchequer, 
estimated by reference to 2013 incomes, of increasing the existing Universal Social Charge ex-
emption threshold of €10,036 per annum to €17,542 per annum would be of the order of €131 
million.  This figure is an estimate from the Revenue tax-forecasting model using actual data 
for the year 2010 adjusted as necessary for income and employment trends in the interim.  It is, 
therefore, provisional and may be revised.

  Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 149.

30/04/2013WRF01750Property Taxation Administration

30/04/2013WRF01800194. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that every 
person who pays the local property tax by whatever means is issued with a receipt as proof of 
payment. [20150/13]

30/04/2013WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that since July 2011 paper receipts no longer issue in respect of tax payments.  This de-
cision was taken on the basis that the vast majority of taxpayers conduct business with Revenue 
via its online service.  The online service facilitates direct access to payment information and 
therefore customers have no need for a paper receipt.  The change has resulted in significant 
cost savings in terms of postage, stationery and staff resources.  This arrangement now applies 
to Local Property Tax (LPT) and customers who file online receive an online acknowledgement 
and have ongoing access to their return and payment details.  Customers who file and pay using 
the paper LPT return will not receive a paper receipt.  They will of course have evidence of LPT 
payments through their own financial institution records.  However, in circumstances where a 
payment fails for whatever reason, then Revenue will make direct contact with the customer.  I 
am also advised that, where customers opt to pay LPT using one of the Revenue appointed third 
party payment service providers, receipts will issue for each payment made.  The appointed 
payment service providers are An Post Taxpay, Payzone and Omnivend.

30/04/2013WRF01950Tax Reliefs Availability

30/04/2013WRF02000195. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the 
current rules regarding capital gains tax retirement relief on the transfer of certain business 
assets are fair and equitable in view of the fact that, for example, they impose a tax charge of 
€125,000 on an 85 year old who has been in business for 50 years, but zero tax on a 55 year old 
selling a similarly valued business after just ten years; if he is satisfied that the law introduced 
last year to promote early business transfers has failed to achieve its intended purpose and is in 
fact serving to act as an impediment to such transfers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20155/13]

30/04/2013WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are two provisions that provide 
relief in respect of capital gains tax to individuals who dispose of their business or farming as-
sets on attaining certain ages, whether they retire or not.  These are Section 598 of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997 (which in the main is aimed at individuals who dispose of their business 
or farming assets outside of the family) and Section 599 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 
(which is aimed at individuals who transfer their business or farming assets to their children).

Both reliefs are aimed at smaller businesses and have been a feature of the capital gains 
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tax system since its enactment in 1975. In the Finance Act of 2012 the terms of the relief were 
modified as follows:

Under Section 598, full relief from capital gains tax is granted to an individual aged 55 or over but 
less than 66 years who disposes of a business or farm where the consideration does not exceed €750,000. 
Where the consideration exceeds €750,000, any capital gains tax that may be payable is limited so 
that it cannot exceed 50% of the difference between the amount of the consideration and €750,000.

With effect from 1 January 2014, where an individual aged 66 or over disposes of a business 
or farm, the threshold by reference to which relief is granted is reduced to €500,000, again with 
a limit on any capital gains tax payable, where the consideration exceeds €500,000, so that it 
cannot exceed 50% of the difference between the amount of the consideration and €500,000.

 As an interim measure, to facilitate any individual who wants to avail of the relief before the 
age and threshold changes take effect, an individual aged 66 or over who disposes of a business or 
farm in the year to 31 December 2013 will qualify for full relief by reference to the €750,000 limit.

  Under Section 599, which provides for relief for an individual who passes on his business 
or farm to his or her child, the relief operates on a similar basis to Section 598, except that the 
consideration limit is €3 million (introduced in Finance Act 2012) and there is no marginal re-
lief.  Therefore, any farmer aged 55 or over who passes on a farm to a child of his or hers which 
has a value of up to €3 million will be entitled to full relief from capital gains tax.

As I mentioned in my Budget Speech of 2012, the intention of modifying the retirement re-
lief from Capital Gains Tax is to better incentivise the timely transfers of farms and businesses 
before the current owners reach the age of 66. This approach is in keeping with the policy of 
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine of encouraging timely transfer of farm assets 
and improving the age profile of farming. Both the Commission on Taxation and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine made recommendations regarding the capping of the 
Section 599 relief at €3 million and these recommendations were considered in the context of 
the amendments made to the reliefs.  The intention of the more favourable reliefs for individuals 
who dispose of their businesses or farms between the ages of 55 and 66, relative to those who 
do so from 66 onwards is to encourage the passing on of those businesses or farms to a younger 
generation, thereby encouraging entrepreneurship and the increased productive use of business 
assets and farms.

In your question you state that an 85 year old person could incur a capital gains tax liability 
of €125,000. Based on the current rate of capital gains tax, this would mean that the person 
would have made a chargeable gain of in the region of €380,000 and where the business or 
farm was sold, would have realised a significant consideration on the disposal.  In such circum-
stances, a contribution in the form of capital gains tax is considered appropriate. In the case 
of a farmer transferring his or her farm to a child, the threshold of €3 million is considered to 
be sufficiently high to ensure that in all but the exceptionally large farms this threshold will 
ensure that no capital gains tax charge will arise.  If a capital gains tax charge should arise on 
the exceptionally large farms, it is considered appropriate that capital gains tax should be paid 
on any gain arising.  The changes to these reliefs will apply to disposals arising on or after 1 
January 2014.  Accordingly, it is too soon to comment definitively on their impact at this stage.  
However, the reliefs will be kept under review.
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30/04/2013WRF02150Property Taxation Administration

30/04/2013WRF02200196. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the position 
on local property tax liability for adjoining living quarters of rate paying businesses that have 
no saleable value; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20161/13]

30/04/2013WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Based on the information supplied by 
the Deputy it is not possible to give a definitive reply, however, by way of general information, 
the following may be of relevance in this case.  Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax 
and is chargeable in respect of a building or a part of a building that is in use or that is suitable 
for use as a residence.  However, it is not chargeable on the part of a building in respect of which 
commercial rates are payable.  If the adjoining living quarters are not included for the purpose 
of commercial rates, the amount of LPT will be based on the “chargeable value” of the living 
quarters.

According to the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) the chargeable value 
of a residential property is defined as the price that the unencumbered fee simple of the property 
or the residential part of a property, might be expected to fetch on a sale on the open market 
were the property to be sold on the valuation date in a particular year in a manner that would 
secure the best possible price for the property and with the benefit of any access to the property 
that would have existed prior to the sale.  This type of hypothetical open market valuation ap-
plies to all types of residential property including residential property that is adjoined to or is 
contained within commercial property, where commercial rates are not payable on the residen-
tial element of the property.  The open market value is based on a hypothetical sale; therefore it 
is not relevant that there may be difficulties in selling a property or that there may be a limited 
market for a particular type of property.

The owner of the business will be required to establish the chargeable value of the adjoin-
ing living quarters on 1 May 2013.  If the chargeable value is less than €1m, the LPT liability 
will depend on the chargeable band into which this chargeable value falls. The rate of LPT on 
properties valued up to €1 million is 0.18%.  As there is a banding system for properties the 
owner will not be required to provide a precise value for the adjoining living quarters if they are 
valued under €1 million.  Properties valued over €1m are liable at 0.18% on the first €1 million 
in value and 0.25% on any balance over that amount.

30/04/2013WRF02350Tax Collection

30/04/2013WRF02400197. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider a pro-
bate (details supplied). [20185/13]

30/04/2013WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): This is a matter for the Revenue Com-
missioners.  In my response to a previous PQ 18215/13 of April 18th 2013, I advised the Deputy 
that Revenue would expedite the examination and conclude the case when outstanding issues 
were addressed.  The outstanding return was filed by the agent on April 19th 2013, and the rel-
evant payment was received by Revenue on April 23rd 2013. The examination of the case has 
been completed and the appropriate clearance letter is in the process of being issued.

30/04/2013WRF02550Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process

30/04/2013WRF02600198. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the total number of ap-
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peals that were submitted by mortgage-holders engaged in a MARP to appeals boards in each 
of the State’s financial institutions within the past 12 months; the total number of those appeals 
which were not upheld by the appeals board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20273/13]

30/04/2013WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I, as Minister for Finance, have no statu-
tory role in relation to the issues raised by the Deputy.   I have been advised by the Central Bank 
that there are no statistics available from the Central Bank regarding the number of appeals 
submitted to the Appeals Board by mortgage holders who are engaged in the Mortgage Arrears 
Resolution Process.

30/04/2013WRF02750Banking Sector Issues

30/04/2013WRF02800199. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a break-
down in tabular form of the number of appeals received by each appeal board in the State’s fi-
nancial institutions within the past 12 months, specifically including the total number of appeals 
submitted per bank; the total number of appeals upheld per bank; the total number of appeals 
turned down per bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20274/13]

30/04/2013WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the covered 
banks that they do not disclose the information which the Deputy has requested.  However the 
covered banks do provide a significant level of disclosure on their mortgage portfolios in their 
annual reports.

30/04/2013WRF02950Mortgage Repayments Issues

30/04/2013WRF03000200. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the number of split mort-
gages that have been officially sanctioned and approved by AIB, Bank of Ireland, Permanent 
TSB, Ulster Bank, KBC Bank, and ACC separately since 1 January 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20281/13]

30/04/2013WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A number of longer term forbearance 
/modification arrangements have been introduced by mortgage lenders.  These arrangements 
include mortgage to rent, trade down mortgages, split mortgages, equity participation, interest 
rate reduction and sale by agreement.  The majority of lenders have introduced, or are in the 
process of introducing, a split mortgage arrangement.  The most recently published Central 
Bank mortgage arrears and repossession statistics, which are for the quarter ending December 
2012, are attached and indicates that 52 PDH split mortgage arrangements applied at that point.  
However, the Central Bank is not in a position, due to reasons of confidentiality, to provide such 
data in respect of individual institutions. http://www.centralbank.ie/press-area/press-releases/
Pages/ResidentialMortgageArrearsandRepossessionsStatisticsQ42012.aspx.

30/04/2013WRF03150Central Bank of Ireland Issues

30/04/2013WRF03200201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the constraints that apply to 
employees of the Central Bank of Ireland in the context of resigning and moving to a private 
sector organisation where confidential or privileged information acquired at the Central Bank of 
Ireland may be deployed to the benefit of that private sector organisation. [20285/13]

30/04/2013WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
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it has relevant policies and procedures in place to deal with this potential matter and that its 
current policies and procedures are appropriate.  Specifically, this potential issue is taken into 
account when drafting new contracts for certain roles or reassigning staff to other duties if a 
potential for conflict arises.

The Central Bank Code of Ethics requires that in the event of an employee intending to 
leave the employment of the Central Bank to take up alternative employment, self-employment 
or business, they are obliged to provide early notification to line management when a conflict 
of interest exists, or might be perceived to exist, between those duties held in the Central Bank 
and those to be undertaken with the new employer, self-employment or business. In such cir-
cumstances, the Central Bank may assign alternative tasks to the individual while their notice 
period is being served.  The notice period may be lengthened in excess of the contractual or 
statutory notice period, by mutual agreement, where it is felt that this is in the best interests of 
the Central Bank and the employee.

30/04/2013WRG00200NAMA Expenditure

30/04/2013WRG00300202. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance in respect of 2012, if he will 
set out the payments, providing the name of the company or individual and amount paid, made 
to receivers, administrators and liquidators by companies to which those receivers, administra-
tors and liquidators were appointed by the National Asset Management Agency. [20286/13]

30/04/2013WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that insolvency prac-
titioner fees for insolvency services across the NAMA- and PI-managed portfolios in 2012 
totalled €19.2 million.  NAMA advises that it is prohibited under Sections 99 and 202 of the 
NAMA Act from providing data on an individual debtor connection or insolvency appointment 
basis.

30/04/2013WRG00500Central Bank of Ireland Issues

30/04/2013WRG00600203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 208 and 210 of 23 April 2013, if he will confirm if a bonus had in fact been awarded 
to a person (details supplied); if so, the date on which the bonus was awarded; the amount of the 
bonus awarded; the maximum bonus to which he was entitled; and if he will outline the objec-
tives met by him which gave rise to the award of the bonus [20287/13]

30/04/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
the terms of the contract agreed with the Deputy Governor Financial Regulation provided for a 
performance related payment of €100,000 payable on review of performance at the end of the 
third year of the contract.  When Mr. Elderfield’s contract was agreed in November 2009, the 
bonus was part of an agreed remuneration package which involved a 50% cut from his salary in 
Bermuda.  Mr. Elderfield subsequently took a 15% cut in his Central Bank salary.

 Mr Elderfield agreed to defer the payment of any possible performance related bonus, 
which was due in January 2013, as part of his terms and conditions of employment agreed, until 
the end of his employment with the Central Bank.  Mr Elderfield has subsequently advised the 
Commission of the Central Bank that he has waived his €100,000 bonus entitlement at the end 
of his contract of employment.
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30/04/2013WRG00800NAMA Debtors

30/04/2013WRG00900204. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of debtors referred 
by the National Asset Management Agency to An Garda Síochána arising from submissions by 
the debtors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20288/13]

30/04/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that, to date, it has re-
ferred two formal complaints to the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation arising from possible 
failure by debtors to fully disclose their assets and liabilities in their statements of affairs to the 
Agency.

30/04/2013WRG01100Revenue Commissioners Reports

30/04/2013WRG01200205. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance following the publication of 
the 2012 annual report by the Revenue Commissioners if he will provide his assessment of the 
performance of the Revenue in 2012, and particularly if there are issues which are of concern; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20290/13]

30/04/2013WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The 90th Annual Report of the Revenue 
Commissioners, covering the year 2012, provides a very comprehensive account of Revenue’s 
performance across a range of key strategic and business programmes and reflects the progress 
of the organisation in the implementation of its Statement of Strategy.  The Report reflects 
the impact and importance of key actions and activities by Revenue in securing the critically 
important tax receipts for the Exchequer, in maintaining and building on high levels of timely 
compliance, in responding to non compliance through its range of audit and compliance inter-
vention programmes, in addressing shadow economy activity and serious fraud and criminality 
in relation, for example, to tobacco smuggling, fuel laundering and illicit drugs importation.  
The Report also reflects excellent work done by Revenue in reducing the administrative burden 
on businesses saving over €85 million per year for businesses and in reducing its own admin-
istrative costs.

In the context of Revenue’s broad and multifaceted strategic and operational role, I am con-
cerned, inter alia, with collection of the tax that is due to the State but in a way that recognises 
the challenge for business in meeting their on-going tax compliance and payment obligations, 
given the difficult environment for business and cashflow constraints at present, the impact 
on compliant businesses and tax receipts of those who engage in tax evasion and avoidance 
and the impact of smuggling and associated illegal activity.  I am also concerned that Ireland’s 
economic and financial development is supported by a tax and customs regime that supports 
enterprise and business and contributes to our economic recovery and social development and 
ultimately helps restore the sustainability of the public finances.  Revenue’s work and perfor-
mance is, therefore, of considerable significance and importance.  I acknowledge the innovative 
and professional approach by Revenue to discharging its role.  I reiterate my strong personal 
support and that of the Government for the work of Revenue and commend them for the perfor-
mance and results delivered in 2012.

30/04/2013WRG01400Pension Provisions

30/04/2013WRG01500206. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance the latest update on the 
AVC investment opportunity that was announced in budget 2013; when he expects it to be op-
erational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20313/13]
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30/04/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to the arrangements for limited pre-retirement access to Additional Voluntary Contributions 
(AVCs) which I announced in my Budget 2013 speech.  Finance Act 2013 was passed into law 
on 27th March and section 17 of the Act, which makes provision for the pre-retirement access to 
AVCs announced in the Budget, has effect from that date. Section 17 introduces a new section 
782A into the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 which provides members of occupational pension 
schemes with a three-year window of opportunity to draw down, on a once-off basis, up to 30% 
of the accumulated value of certain AVCs made by them, including additional voluntary PRSA 
contributions made to AVC PRSAs. Where AVCs are subject to a pension adjustment order, 
both parties to the order may exercise the option independently in respect of their respective 
“share” of the AVCs.

The procedures set out in the legislation for exercising the AVC access option are straight 
forward and I have outlined these hereunder. However, in addition to these procedures, I am 
aware from discussions which my Department and the Revenue Commissioners have had with 
various pension industry representative bodies, that the administrators of AVC funds will also 
be putting administrative procedures and systems in place to facilitate the access option at an 
operational level. I understand that these administrative and systems procedures are in the pro-
cess of being finalised.

The likelihood is, of course, that an individual contemplating availing of the option will 
firstly contact his pension fund administrator by phone or email to establish what he or she 
needs to do. In that regard, the legislation requires the individual to give an irrevocable written 
instruction to the administrator of the fund that he or she wishes to avail of the option. Provided 
the individual qualifies for the encashment option, the administrator acts on the instruction by 
determining the value of the AVC fund and paying an amount, not exceeding 30% of the value, 
to the individual subject to deduction of the appropriate amount of tax. The amount paid is treat-
ed as emoluments to which Schedule E applies and tax is collected at source under the PAYE 
system. The legislation requires the administrator to deduct tax at the higher rate of 41%, unless 
the administrator has received from Revenue a tax credit certificate in respect of the individual. 
The payments are specifically exempt from USC and PRSI.

 I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, in advance of any payment of AVCs 
being made, the individual exercising the option should contact his or her Revenue Office for 
a Certificate of Tax Credits and Standard Rate Cut-off point in respect of the AVC payment. It 
may be the case that the pension fund administrator will contact Revenue on behalf of the indi-
vidual, but where the individual is applying directly to Revenue he or she would need to advise 
Revenue of the pension fund administrator’s registered number (i.e. employer number) so that 
Revenue can forward the Certificate to the correct administrator. The Certificate will indicate 
the Standard Rate Cut-off Point and tax credits, if any, appropriate to the AVC access payment 
and facilitate the deduction of the correct amount of tax by the administrator.

30/04/2013WRG01700Mortgage Interest Rates Issues

30/04/2013WRG01800207. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding an increase 
in interest charges for homeowners who have variable mortgages with AIB, EBS and Haven; 
the effect that these increases will have on customers who are struggling to meet their mortgage 
repayments every month; if he will take steps to consult with the banks and building societies 
regarding this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20368/13]

30/04/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While the Government is acutely aware 
of the increasing financial stress that some households are facing in the current environment, 
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ultimately the pricing of financial products, including standard variable mortgage interest rates, 
is a commercial matter for the management and the Board of the Institution. As the Deputy will 
be aware the Relationship Framework with AIB provides that the State will not intervene in the 
day-to-day operations of the bank or their management decisions. This framework is published 
on the Department of Finance website. I must ensure that the bank is run on a commercial, cost 
effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the bank as an asset to the State, as per the 
Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with the EU Commission, the ECB 
and the IMF. Neither the Central Bank nor the Department of Finance has a statutory function 
in relation to interest rate decisions made by individual lending institutions at any particular 
time.   While this decision by AIB is regrettable it is strictly a commercial decision by the board 
of AIB and I understand that this increase now brings AIB in line with the market average. The 
standard variable rates charged by the Irish banks are significantly below the equivalent rates 
by banks in the rest of the euro area, even though many of these banks have far lower funding 
costs.

It must be remembered that in order to fund mortgages the bank must borrow at current 
wholesale and deposit rates which are currently higher than the ECB base rate and the bank 
must ensure that the rate it lends at is economically sustainable and provides a return for the 
bank and ultimately the State as its shareholder. It would not be fair for 2.1 million taxpayers to 
subsidise 138,000 owner occupier mortgages, especially when the vast majority of these mort-
gage holders can afford to pay their mortgages.

I understand that the Central Bank of Ireland pays attention to the effect of any increases in 
the standard variable rate, on mortgage arrears and would no doubt be concerned if banks were 
exacerbating their arrears problem and as such impairing their on-going viability, from such 
actions.

30/04/2013WRG02000Tax Forms

30/04/2013WRG02100208. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the number of Revenue Form 
12s issued to persons in 2010, 2011 and 2012; in tabular form on a county basis. [20378/13]

30/04/2013WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that they have assumed the question relates to the number of Forms 12 issued for each 
of the tax years 2010, 2011 and 2012 and these figures are set out in the table below.  PAYE tax-
payers are not required to file an annual return.  However, Revenue carries out a general issue of 
Forms 12 to PAYE taxpayers each year.  The general issue is based on certain risk criteria that 
the Commissioners apply to select cases that they require a tax return from in a particular year.

I am further advised that the figures in the table cover the general issue of returns for the 
three years in question.  They do not include details of Forms 12 (full) and Forms 12S (short) 
which issued to taxpayers as a result of specific projects carried out within Revenue Districts.  
As details of the numbers of  these “ad hoc” returns are not centrally captured or maintained 
they could not be quantified without conducting an extensive investigation of Revenue records 
on a nationwide basis.  I am also advised that the 2012 figures included in the table are draft and 
will be finalised shortly.

I am also advised that the breakdown is provided on a Revenue District basis rather than on 
a county basis as requested by the Deputy.  In that regard, the Revenue District figures include, 
in some cases, an amalgam of counties.
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Table:  Forms 12

Region District 2010 2011 2012
Dublin All 11,729 18,644 14,615
Border Mid-
lands West

Galway City/
Roscommon

1,280 2,196 2,446

Galway County 669 2,269 3,515
Mayo 539 2,097 3,486
Sligo/Leitrim/
Longford

3,266 3,466 4,930

Donegal 488 1,302 2,756
Westmeath/Of-
faly

572 1,481 1,821

Louth 437 827 1,045
Cavan/
Monaghan

399 1,459 2,214

South West Cork 2,311 5,001 4,219
Kerry 541 1,516 1,852
Limerick 817 1,856 0
Clare 479 1,217 0
Limerick/Clare 0 0 3,234

East South East Tipperary 406 1,182 1,147
Kilkenny/Car-
low/Laois

708 1,735 1,828

Waterford 592 1,361 1,164
Wexford 412 1,243 1,159
Wicklow 809 1,608 1,255
Kildare 1,139 2,141 1,749
Meath 746 1,738 1,593

Total 28,339 54,339 56,028

30/04/2013WRG02300Property Taxation Exemptions

30/04/2013WRG02400209. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the financial concessions or ex-
emptions from property tax for householders in flood prone areas (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20385/13]

30/04/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how a residential property is to be valued for Local Property Tax 
(LPT) purposes. While there are no specific exemptions or financial concessions from LPT for 
householders in flood prone areas, the following information would be of relevance in these 
cases.  As LPT is a self-assessed tax, it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due 
based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property.  For the purposes of LPT, 
properties valued under €1 million are organised into valuation bands – an initial band from €0 
to €100,000 and between €100,001 and €1 million a range of €50,000 in each band – and prop-
erty owners will not be required to provide a precise value for their property.

The Revenue Commissioners have prepared valuation guidance which, together with the 
owner’s own knowledge of her/his property, will assist in assessing its value.  The guidance 
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includes an on-line guide that will provide indicative property valuation bands depending on 
the property type, age and location.  If a property has certain unique features, is smaller or larger 
than the average for the area, is in a significantly poor state of repair or has exceptional features, 
the owner will have to factor this into her/his assessment of the valuation of the property.  In this 
context, location and the risk of flooding are factors which are likely to impact on the market 
value of a property and which a property owner would generally take into account in valuing 
the property.  Where a property owner feels that the Revenue guidance is not indicating a rea-
sonable valuation for their property, s/he should make her/his own assessment.  I am advised by 
Revenue that further information on this issue has been published by way of Frequent Asked 
Questions, which can be found at on their website at http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/faqs/
valuation.html.

As I have previously advised the House, where the Revenue guidance is used in an honest 
manner, the property valuation made by a property owner will not be challenged by Revenue in 
accordance with its normal Customer Service Charter.

  Question No. 210 answered with Question No. 149.

30/04/2013WRG02700Proposed Legislation

30/04/2013WRG02800211. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if there are any plans for 
legislation that allows persons who invested in projects via crowd sourcing websites to receive 
equity for their investment like the JOBS Act which was introduced in the United States of 
America last year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20390/13]

30/04/2013WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Review of the Equity Investment 
Landscape in Ireland published by Forfás earlier this year considered the issue of crowd fund-
ing and the changes introduced by the Jumpstart Our Business Startups Act (JOBS) in the 
United States.  The Review recognised that “many internationally orientated Irish companies 
preferred option is to raise capital overseas”.  These companies may be able to exploit the fund-
ing opportunities offered by the JOBS Act.  The Government has taken a number of significant 
initiatives aimed at providing equity support for SMEs.  The NPRF has announced two funds 
which will invest in SMEs.  The SME Equity Fund (total fund size €300 million - €350 million/
NPRF commitment €125 million) will focus on investing in healthy businesses seeking to grow, 
including those with overleveraged balance sheets.  The fund, which has received commitments 
from other-third party investors, is operational and is managed by Carlyle Cardinal Ireland.

The SME Turnaround Fund (total effective fund size €100 million/NPRF commitment €50 
million) will invest in underperforming businesses which are at or close to the point of insol-
vency but have the potential for financial and operational restructuring.  Typically 40 per cent of 
the capital invested by the fund will be used to buy the business and 60 per cent will be used to 
finance the turnaround in order to place it on a sustainable long-term footing.  The fund is also 
operational and is managed by Better Capital.

In addition, the NPRF is also currently reviewing additional SME fund opportunities that 
would complement these funds, with the objective that the eventual suite of funds would have 
the capacity to invest across the full spectrum of SME financing needs.

The 10 point Tax reform plan to help small business announced in the 2013 budget is another 
initiative which is aimed at assisting SMEs gain access to funding. These measures complement 
measures already being undertaken by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and 
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bodies under its aegis.  In particular, Innovation Fund Ireland and Development Capital Fund 
Ireland provide equity for SMEs.

The Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee scheme addresses the situation where the SME is 
outside the risk appetite of the banks.  This can arise because the SME’s lack of collateral or the 
banks’ lack of understanding of the business model, the market, the sector or the technology.  
The three main SME lenders are all participating in the Guarantee scheme.

The Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme will provide loans of up to €25k to start-up, newly 
established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, who have commer-
cially viable proposals that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks.

The SME State Bodies Group was established in 2012 to both develop key policy initiatives 
to support SME access to credit and other forms of finance, and to ensure their implementation.  
It will continue in 2013 to engage intensively in proactively addressing issues associated with 
SME funding and financing in conjunction with the relevant stakeholders through the SME 
Funding Consultation Committee.  My officials also meet frequently with additional stakehold-
ers who wish to contribute to policy development in relation to access to finance.

One of the actions assigned to the State Bodies Group under the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 is 
to “Investigate the potential for alternative funding mechanisms including peer to peer lending, 
supply chain finance and crowdfunding.”

A matrix on SME funding has been completed and published on Department of Finance 
website and smallbusinessfinance.ie website.  This matrix outlines various sources of funding 
available to SME and provides contact information for them.

Crowd funding is in its infancy in Ireland.  I am aware of a peer to peer credit website which 
was recently launched in Ireland. Irish entities, particularly in the creative fields, have accessed 
other crowd funding sites.  However, the issue of crowdsourcing equity and securities regula-
tions is not an issue which has been raised with my Department.  Company Law comes under 
the aegis of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

30/04/2013WRG03000Property Taxation Exemptions

30/04/2013WRG03100212. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if exemptions from the local 
property tax will continue for persons in receipt of mortgage interest supplement and properties 
which are uninhabitable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20428/13]

30/04/2013WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that there is no specific exemption from the Local Property Tax (LPT) for persons 
in receipt of mortgage interest supplement.  For individuals on low incomes the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for a system of deferral arrangements for owner-
occupiers where there is an inability to pay the tax and certain specified conditions are met.  A 
person who qualifies for full deferral can opt to defer 100% of the LPT liability.  A person who 
qualifies for part deferral can opt to defer 50% of the liability and must pay the balance of LPT.  
On 25 April I provided details on the option of deferring payment of LPT based on income 
threshold in my reply to PQ 19691.  I am advised by the Commissioners that information on all 
deferral options are outlined in the Guidelines on Deferral or Part Deferral of Local Property 
Tax, which are available on Revenue’s website www.revenue.ie.

For LPT purposes, a residential property is defined as any building or structure (or part of a 
building) which is used as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling and includes any shed, outhouse, 
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garage or other building or structure and includes grounds of up to one acre.  The Finance (Lo-
cal Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that a liability for LPT will arise where a 
person owns a residential property on the liability date which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 
2013.  LPT is a self-assessed tax and I am advised that if a property is not suitable for use as a 
dwelling, the liable person is obliged to notify the Revenue Commissioners as soon as possible 
after they receive their LPT Return, outlining why they consider a charge to LPT does not arise 
on the property and they must include relevant supporting documentation – for example, an 
engineer’s report.

30/04/2013WRG03300Special Educational Needs Services Provision

30/04/2013WRG03400213. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for 
the July provision scheme in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Meath; if a value 
for money review of this decision has been done; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19733/13]

30/04/2013WRG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Participation in my Depart-
ment’s July Provision Scheme is an option for all special schools and mainstream primary 
schools with special classes catering for children with autism or severe to profound general 
learning disability that choose to extend their education services through the month of July.

All qualifying schools have now been invited to participate in the 2013 scheme and ap-
plication forms will issue this week to schools intending to participate. The issue in the school 
referred to by the Deputy will be considered on receipt of their application form.

30/04/2013WRG03600Teacher Recruitment

30/04/2013WRG03700214. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy with regard 
to the way it is permissible for retired teachers to continue to gain employment in the education 
system post their retirement. [19737/13]

30/04/2013WRG03800215. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will justify the 
way a teacher (details supplied) in County Monaghan who retired more than four years ago 
from one school, has been employed since in another school on a regular part-time basis and 
has subsequently been awarded the position of chairperson of a county vocational education 
committee in the context of so many unemployed young teachers. [19738/13]

30/04/2013WRG03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 214 and 215 together.

Circular 31/2011 details a cascade of measures for recruitment of teachers, prioritising un-
employed registered teachers over retired registered teachers and registered teachers over un-
registered people.  It is important to note that boards of management of schools and vocational 
education committees employ teachers and not the Department of Education and Skills.

Under the current circulars, each Principal must report to his or her board of management 
on a regular basis on the fact that a list of unemployed registered teachers is being maintained, 
and the circumstances in which he or she has had to engage a registered teacher who is retired 
or an unregistered person.

From January 2011 teachers who are in receipt of a pension and who return to teaching are 
paid at the first point of the relevant salary scale applicable to new entrants.  This represents a 
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significant financial disincentive for teachers who retired at the top of their salary scale, often 
with a post of responsibility allowance, to return to teaching.

The Department monitors the engagement of retired teachers in schools.  Where there is 
long-term engagement of such teachers, those schools are written to and are reminded of the 
provisions of Circular 31/2011.

The individual to whom the Deputy refers is employed by County Monaghan Vocational 
Education Committee which is a statutory body established under the Vocational Education 
Acts.  The issue raised in relation to him relates fundamentally to the employer/employee rela-
tionship.  Employment information relating to this person is not held by my Department.

30/04/2013WRG04000School Patronage

30/04/2013WRG04100216. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, in view of the 
outcome of the recently completed surveys of primary school patronage, in which parents in 
20 of the locations surveyed expressed a preference for the establishment of a primary school 
under the patronage of Educate Together, he intends to carry out a similar survey for post pri-
mary schools, in order that the growing demand for post primary schools under the patronage 
of Educate Together can be assessed and provided for; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19759/13]

30/04/2013WRG04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The surveys referred to by 
the Deputy were carried out on foot of recommendations made by the Forum on Patronage and 
Pluralism in the primary sector. Resources are now being concentrated on implementing the 
survey outcomes.  I have no plans to extend the surveys to post-primary level at this time.

30/04/2013WRG04300Special Educational Needs Services Provision

30/04/2013WRG04400217. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
not recognising Down’s syndrome pupils for resource hours; and if he will end this discrimina-
tion such as in the special education circular 02/05. [19780/13]

30/04/2013WRG04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion 
of students with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or 
where a special school or special class placement may be required to ensure such placements 
are provided for.  Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive addi-
tional resource teaching support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allo-
cation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment 
places the pupil in the mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or 
through an allocation of individual additional resource teaching hours, which are allocated by 
the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the 
low incidence category of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Resource teaching hours may therefore be provided for children with Down syndrome ei-
ther under the General Allocation Model, or through low incidence allocation.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
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on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability.  This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming months.

30/04/2013WRG04600Special Educational Needs Services Provision

30/04/2013WRG04700218. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to re-
move funding for pupils with autism in mainstream schools for their July provision. [19782/13]

30/04/2013WRG04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that there no plans to remove funding for pupils with autism in mainstream schools for their 
July provision. The July Provision Programme is available to all special schools and main-
stream primary schools with special classes catering for children with autism who choose to 
extend their education services through the month of July. My Department also provides for 
a July Programme for pupils with a severe/profound general learning disability. Where school 
based provision is not feasible, home based provision may be grant aided.  Children with autism 
in receipt of resource support in mainstream schools are eligible for home based provision.

30/04/2013WRH00150School Accommodation

30/04/2013WRH00200219. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide details of prefab accommodation provided in primary and second level schools in Tal-
laght, Dublin 24 in the years 2011, 2012, 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19795/13]

30/04/2013WRH00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A list of the primary and post 
primary schools in Dublin city and county that have rented temporary accommodation is at-
tached for the Deputy’s attention. My Department does not hold information in the sub-county 
format as requested. Please note that one prefab unit may consist of one or more classrooms 
and/or ancillary accommodation.

Under the Prefab Replacement Initiative announced in March 2012 over 170 schools have 
been approved to replace their rented prefab accommodation with a permanent build.  In excess 
of €42 million has been allocated for this initiative of which €22.3 million has been paid to date.  
A total of 126 projects have gone to construction and 22 of these have been completed.  The 
rental savings achieved by the 22 completed projects are in the region of €350,000.00.  These 
figures will be subject to change as further projects are completed.  This initiative which will 
result in savings of approx €5m per annum on the rental of prefabs in these schools in the com-
ing years.

In relation to the Dublin area a total of 21 schools were included under the Prefab Replace-
ment Initiative 2012 and in excess of 4.4million has been allocated to these projects.  Full de-
tails of these schools are available on my Department’s website.
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No

School Name Address Town/ Town-
land

County Desc. of 
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Primary        
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00697S St Brigids 
Mixed Ns

Castleknock  Dublin Pre-fab

00697S St Brigids 
Mixed Ns

Castleknock  Dublin Pre-fab

00697S St Brigids 
Mixed Ns

Castleknock  Dublin Pre-fab

00697S St Brigids 
Mixed Ns

Castleknock  Dublin Pre-fab

00752A Central 
Model Senior 
Mixed NS

Marlborough 
St

 Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

Naul  Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

Naul  Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

Naul  Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

 Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

 Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

 Dublin Pre-fab

03359N Ballyroan 
Boys NS

Ballyroan 
Road

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

06200O St Mary’s 
BNS

Grotto Place Booterstown Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

09932B Stanhope St 
Convent

Stanhope St  Dublin Pre-fab
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12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

14180H Holmpatrick 
NS

Convent Lane Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

16333Q St. Patricks 
JNS

Skerries  Dublin Pre-fab

16333Q St. Patricks 
JNS

Skerries  Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

 Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

 Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

 Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

 Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

 Dublin Pre-fab

16675V Mulhuddart 
NS

Powerstown 
Road

Tyrrelstown Dublin Pre-fab

16675V Mulhuddart 
NS

Powerstown 
Road

Tyrrelstown Dublin Pre-fab

16675V Mulhuddart 
NS

Powerstown 
Road

Tyrrelstown Dublin Pre-fab

16675V Mulhuddart 
NS

Powerstown 
Road

Tyrrelstown Dublin Pre-fab

16675V Mulhuddart 
NS

Powerstown 
Road

Tyrrelstown Dublin Pre-fab

16675V Mulhuddart 
NS

Powerstown 
Road

Tyrrelstown Dublin Pre-fab

16860Q Corpus Chris-
ti NS

Home Farm 
Rd

Drumcondra Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab
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17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17083B Scoil Mhuire 
gan Smal

 Dublin 8 Dublin Pre-fab

17472M Hedgestown 
NS

Hedgestown Lusk Dublin Pre-fab

17559B St. Mary’s 
NS

Garristown  Dublin Pre-fab

17569E St Oliver 
Plunkett NS

Balrothery Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17569E St Oliver 
Plunkett NS

Balrothery Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17691E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17912O St John Bos-

cos SBS
Navan Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

Navan Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

Navan Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

Navan Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

Navan Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

17953F Edmond-
stown NS

Edmond-
stown

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17977T Scoil Aine Raheny  Dublin Pre-fab
17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints 

Drive
Raheny Dublin Pre-fab



30 April 2013

373

Roll                         
No

School Name Address Town/ Town-
land

County Desc. of 
rental

17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints 
Drive

Raheny Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhríde 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhríde 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhride 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18386B Marist NS Crumlin  Dublin Pre-fab
18386B Marist NS Crumlin  Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
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18412W Scoil Phad-
raic C

Donabate  Dublin Pre-fab

18632N SN Eoin 
Bosco

Navan Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

18671A St Michaels 
House

16/17 Gros-
venor Rd

Rathgar Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

Ballymun Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

Ballymun Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

Ballymun Rd  Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18815V Our Lady of 
Lourds

Rochestown 
Ave

Dun Laogha-
rie

Dublin Pre-fab

18976W St Colmcilles 
BNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18976W St Colmcilles 
BNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18977B St Colmcilles 
GNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18977B St Colmcilles 
GNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18977B St Colmcilles 
GNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19066L Loreto Pri-
mary

 Dalkey Dublin Pre-fab

19220S Scoil Ide New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19220S Scoil Ide New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
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19259W St. Patricks 
GNS

Foxrock  Dublin Pre-fab

19319O St Olafs NS Balally Drive Dundrum Dublin Pre-fab
19319O St Olafs NS Balally Drive Dundrum Dublin Pre-fab
19319O St Olafs NS Balally Drive Dundrum Dublin Pre-fab
19374W Our Lady’s 

Grove NS
Goatstown 
Rd

Goatstown Dublin Pre-fab

19374W Our Lady’s 
Grove NS

Goatstown 
Rd

Goatstown Dublin Pre-fab

19374W Our Lady’s 
Grove NS

Goatstown 
Rd

Goatstown Dublin Pre-fab

19374W Our Lady’s 
Grove NS

Goatstown 
Rd

Goatstown Dublin Pre-fab

19390U St. Marks 
SNS

Tallaght  Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19470S St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Coolmine Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallagh Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19515O St. Teresa’s 

NS
Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab
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19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19545A St Patricks 
JNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19574H Divine Word 
NS

Marley 
Grange

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

19574H Divine Word 
NS

Marley 
Grange

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

19601H St Philip the 
Apostle JNS

Mountview Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

19605P Scoil Mhuire 
JNS

Blakestown  Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19628E St Fiachras 
SNS

Montrose 
Park

Beaumount Dublin Pre-fab

19628E St Fiachras 
SNS

Montrose 
Park

Beaumount Dublin Pre-fab

19628E St Fiachras 
SNS

Montrose 
Park

Beaumount Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19652B Sacred Heart 
NS

Tallaght  Dublin Pre-fab
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19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19662E St Michael’s 

Primary 
School

Dominican 
Campus

Ballyfermot Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine 
Naofa

Esker Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine 
Naofa

Esker Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

19757P St Michaels 
Special NS

Skerries  Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19785U St Berna-
dettes SNS

Quarryvale Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab

19785U St Berna-
dettes SNS

Quarryvale Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab

19785U St Berna-
dettes SNS

Quarryvale Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab

19785U St Berna-
dettes SNS

Quarryvale Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab

19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19877C Holy Family 

SNS
River Valley Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19877C Holy Family 
SNS

River Valley Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab
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19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19907I Gaelscoil 
Mologa

Charleville 
Road

 Dublin Pre-fab

19949B Muslim NS 19 Roebuck 
Rd

Clonskeagh Dublin Pre-fab

20012S Griffith Bar-
racks Multi D 
School

The Old 
Guard House

South Circu-
lar Rd

Dublin Pre-fab

20012S Griffith Bar-
racks Multi D 
School

The Old 
Guard House

South Circu-
lar Rd

Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

Stillorgan  Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

Stillorgan  Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

Stillorgan  Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

Stillorgan  Dublin Pre-fab

20035H St. Gabriels 
NS

Cowper St  Dublin Pre-fab

20043G Gaelscoil 
Chnoc li-
amhna

Sean Bhothar 
Chnoc Li-
amhna

Cnoc Li-
amhna

Dublin Pre-fab

20047O Gaelscoil 
Bharra

Ascal an Fha-
saigh

Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20047O Gaelscoil 
Bharra

Ascal an Fha-
saigh

Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab
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20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

Cabra  Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

Cabra  Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

Cabra  Dublin Pre-fab

20168D Glasnevin 
Educate To-
gether NS

Church Ave Glasnevin Dublin Pre-fab

20168D Glasnevin 
Educate To-
gether NS

Church Ave Glasnevin Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holly Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab
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20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20223I Gaelscoil Eis-
cir Riada

Bothar an 
Ghrifin

Leamhcan Dublin Pre-fab

20223I Gaelscoil Eis-
cir Riada

Bothar an 
Ghrifin

Leamhcan Dublin Pre-fab

20304I St. Francis of 
Assisi

Belmayne  Dublin Pre-fab

20308Q Belmayne 
ETNS

Belmayne  Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

Rush  Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

Rush  Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

Rush  Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

Swords  Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

Swords  Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

Swords  Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

Swords  Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

Swords  Dublin Pre-fab
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60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60370W St Fintan’s 
High School

Sutton  Dublin Pre-fab

70010V Balbriggan 
Community 
College

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

70010V Balbriggan 
Community 
College

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

70230M Killester Col-
lege

Collins Av-
enue

 Dublin Pre-fab

76062B Castleknock 
Community 
College

Castleknock  Dublin Pre-fab

76062B Castleknock 
Community 
College

Castleknock  Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab
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76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

Luttrellstown  Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

 Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

 Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

 Dublin Pre-fab

2012
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County Desc. of 
rental

Primary      
00752A Central 

Model Senior 
Mixed NS

Marlborough 
St

Dublin  Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

 Naul Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

 Naul Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

 Naul Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab
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Roll                         
No

School Name Address Town/ Town-
land

County Desc. of 
rental

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

03359N Ballyroan 
Boys NS

Ballyroan 
Road

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

06200O St Mary’s 
BNS

Grotto Place Booterstown Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

14180H Holmpatrick 
NS

Convent Lane Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

16333Q St. Patricks 
JNS

 Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

16333Q St. Patricks 
JNS

 Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab
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No

School Name Address Town/ Town-
land

County Desc. of 
rental

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17083B Scoil Mhuire 
gan Smal

 Dublin 8 Dublin Pre-fab

17472M Hedgestown 
NS

Hedgestown Lusk Dublin Pre-fab

17569E St Oliver 
Plunkett NS

Balrothery Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17569E St Oliver 
Plunkett NS

Balrothery Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17691E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17912O St John Bos-

cos SBS
 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17953F Edmond-
stown NS

Edmond-
stown

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
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School Name Address Town/ Town-
land

County Desc. of 
rental

17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints 

Drive
Raheny Dublin Pre-fab

17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints 
Drive

Raheny Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhríde 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhride 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhríde 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18386B Marist NS  Crumlin Dublin Pre-fab
18386B Marist NS  Crumlin Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
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land
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18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18412W Scoil Phad-

raic C
 Donabate Dublin Pre-fab

18632N SN Eoin 
Bosco

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

 Ballymun Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

 Ballymun Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

 Ballymun Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18815V Our Lady of 
Lourds

Rochestown 
Ave

Dun Laogha-
rie

Dublin Pre-fab

18976W St Colmcilles 
BNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18976W St Colmcilles 
BNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18977B St Colmcilles 
GNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19066L Loreto Pri-
mary

 Dalkey Dublin Pre-fab

19220S Scoil Ide New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19220S Scoil Ide New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19259W St. Patricks 

GNS
 Foxrock Dublin Pre-fab

19390U St. Marks 
SNS

 Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
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County Desc. of 
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19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19470S St Francis 
Xavier SNR

Coolmine Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19474D St Colm-

cille’s JNS
Knocklyon  Dublin Pre-fab

19474D St Colm-
cille’s JNS

Knocklyon  Dublin Pre-fab

19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19515O St. Teresa’s 

NS
Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19545A St Patricks 
JNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19574H Divine Word 
NS

Marley 
Grange

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab
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19574H Divine Word 
NS

Marley 
Grange

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

19605P Scoil Mhuire 
JNS

 Blakestown Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19652B Sacred Heart 
NS

 Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19662E St Michael’s 

Primary 
School

Dominican 
Campus

Ballyfermot Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine 
Naofa

Esker Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine 
Naofa

Esker Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

19757P St Michaels 
Special NS

 Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
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rental

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19877C Holy Family 

SNS
River Valley Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19877C Holy Family 
SNS

River Valley Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19907I Gaelscoil 
Mologa

 Charleville 
Road

Dublin Pre-fab

19949B Muslim NS 19 Roebuck 
Rd

Clonskeagh Dublin Pre-fab

20012S Griffith Bar-
racks Multi D 
School

The Old 
Guard House

South Circu-
lar Rd

Dublin Pre-fab
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20012S Griffith Bar-
racks Multi D 
School

The Old 
Guard House

South Circu-
lar Rd

Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20043G Gaelscoil 
Chnoc li-
amhna

Sean Bhothar 
Chnoc Li-
amhna

Cnoc Li-
amhna

Dublin Pre-fab

20047O Gaelscoil 
Bharra

Ascal an Fha-
saigh

Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20047O Gaelscoil 
Bharra

Ascal an Fha-
saigh

Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

 Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

 Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

 Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20168D Glasnevin 
Educate To-
gether NS

Church Ave Glasnevin Dublin Pre-fab

20168D Glasnevin 
Educate To-
gether NS

Church Ave Glasnevin Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab
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20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holly Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20304I St. Francis of 
Assisi

 Belmayne Dublin Pre-fab
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20308Q Belmayne 
ETNS

 Belmayne Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

 Rush Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

 Rush Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

 Rush Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20401G Stepaside ET Kirwan Park Kilternan Dublin Pre-fab

Post Primary

Roll 
No.

School Name Address Town/Town-
land

County Desc. of 
rental

60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60370W St Fintan’s 
High School

 Sutton Dublin Pre-fab

70010V Balbriggan 
Community 
College

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

70010V Balbriggan 
Community 
College

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

76062B Castleknock 
Community 
College

 Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab
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76062B Castleknock 
Community 
College

 Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

Clontarf Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

Clontarf Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

Clontarf Dublin Pre-fab
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Primary        
00752A Central 

Model Senior 
Mixed NS

Marlborough 
St

Dublin  Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

 Naul Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

 Naul Dublin Pre-fab

01170G Naul National 
School

 Naul Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

01795A Central 
Model Infants 
School

Marlborough 
St

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

03359N Ballyroan 
Boys NS

Ballyroan 
Road

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

06200O St Mary’s 
BNS

Grotto Place Booterstown Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

07546J Our Lady of 
Lourdes NS

Goldenbridge Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

12014D St Andrew’s 
NS

Chapel Hill Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

14180H Holmpatrick 
NS

Convent Lane Skerries Dublin Pre-fab
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16333Q St. Patricks 
JNS

 Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

16333Q St. Patricks 
JNS

 Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16461C St Finian’s 
NS

Newcastle 
Lyons

Dublin Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

16972E SS Peter & 
Paul JNS

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17055T Scoil Naomh 
Mhuire

 Saggart Dublin Pre-fab

17083B Scoil Mhuire 
gan Smal

 Dublin 8 Dublin Pre-fab

17472M Hedgestown 
NS

Hedgestown Lusk Dublin Pre-fab

17569E St Oliver 
Plunkett NS

Balrothery Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17569E St Oliver 
Plunkett NS

Balrothery Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

17691E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17912O St John Bos-

cos SBS
 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17912O St John Bos-
cos SBS

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

17953F Edmond-
stown NS

Edmond-
stown

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
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17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17961E Lusk NS Chapel Rd Lusk Dublin Pre-fab
17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints 

Drive
Raheny Dublin Pre-fab

17978V Naiscoil Ide All Saints 
Drive

Raheny Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhríde 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhride 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18046A Scoil Bhríde 
BNS

Church Ave Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18047C Scoil Bhride 
GNS

 Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab
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18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18210K St Michaels 
House Spe-
cial School

College St Baldoyle Dublin Pre-fab

18386B Marist NS  Crumlin Dublin Pre-fab
18386B Marist NS  Crumlin Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18411U St Marys NS Bancroft Ave Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
18412W Scoil Phad-

raic C
 Donabate Dublin Pre-fab

18632N SN Eoin 
Bosco

 Navan Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

 Ballymun Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

 Ballymun Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18763F St Michaels 
Special NS

 Ballymun Rd Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18778S St. Mochta’s 
NS

Porterstown 
Road

Clonsilla Dublin Pre-fab

18815V Our Lady of 
Lourds

Rochestown 
Ave

Dun Laogha-
rie

Dublin Pre-fab
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18976W St Colmcilles 
BNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18976W St Colmcilles 
BNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

18977B St Colmcilles 
GNS

Chapel Lane Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19001G Ballyboughal 
NS

Ballyboughal  Dublin Pre-fab

19066L Loreto Pri-
mary

 Dalkey Dublin Pre-fab

19220S Scoil Ide New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19220S Scoil Ide New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19221U Scoil Aine New Rd Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19259W St. Patricks 

GNS
 Foxrock Dublin Pre-fab

19390U St. Marks 
SNS

 Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19435Q St Francis 
Xavier JNS

Roselawn Rd Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19470S St Francis 
Xavier SNR

Coolmine Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab
19472W St Marks JNS Springfield Tallagh Dublin Pre-fab
19474D St Colm-

cille’s JNS
Knocklyon  Dublin Pre-fab

19474D St Colm-
cille’s JNS

Knocklyon  Dublin Pre-fab

19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Bawnogue Clondalkin Dublin Pre-fab
19515O St. Teresa’s 

NS
Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab
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19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19515O St. Teresa’s 
NS

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19535U St Cronan’s 
SNS

Bracken-
stown

Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19545A St Patricks 
JNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19574H Divine Word 
NS

Marley 
Grange

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

19574H Divine Word 
NS

Marley 
Grange

Rathfarnham Dublin Pre-fab

19605P Scoil Mhuire 
JNS

 Blakestown Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19624T St Catherine’s 
NS

Kenure Rush Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19625V Scoil Realt na 
Mara

Balbriggan 
Rd 

Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19628E St. Fiachra’s 
Senior NS 

Beaumont  Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

19636D St Patricks 
SNS

Corduff Blanchard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab
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19652B Sacred Heart 
NS

 Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19660A Rush NS  Rush Dublin Pre-fab
19662E St Michael’s 

Primary 
School

Dominican 
Campus

Ballyfermot Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine 
Naofa

Esker Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

19676P Scoil Aine 
Naofa

Esker Lucan Dublin Pre-fab

19757P St Michaels 
Special NS

 Skerries Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19782O St Brigids 
JNS

Brookfield Tallaght Dublin Pre-fab

19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19817H Scoil Mhuire Woodview Lucan Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19834H St Aidans NS  Brookfield Dublin Pre-fab
19877C Holy Family 

SNS
River Valley Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19877C Holy Family 
SNS

River Valley Swords Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab
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19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19878E Holy Rosary 
PS

Old Court 
Avenue

Firhouse Dublin Pre-fab

19907I Gaelscoil 
Mologa

 Charleville 
Road

Dublin Pre-fab

19949B Muslim NS 19 Roebuck 
Rd

Clonskeagh Dublin Pre-fab

20012S Griffith Bar-
racks Multi D 
School

The Old 
Guard House

South Circu-
lar Rd

Dublin Pre-fab

20012S Griffith Bar-
racks Multi D 
School

The Old 
Guard House

South Circu-
lar Rd

Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20028K Setanta Spe-
cial School

 Stillorgan Dublin Pre-fab

20043G Gaelscoil 
Chnoc li-
amhna

Sean Bhothar 
Chnoc Li-
amhna

Cnoc Li-
amhna

Dublin Pre-fab

20047O Gaelscoil 
Bharra

Ascal an Fha-
saigh

Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20047O Gaelscoil 
Bharra

Ascal an Fha-
saigh

Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20139T Inchicore NS Sarsfield 
Road

Inchicore Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

 Cabra Dublin Pre-fab
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20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

 Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20152T North Dub-
lin Muslim 
School

 Cabra Dublin Pre-fab

20168D Glasnevin 
Educate To-
gether NS

Church Ave Glasnevin Dublin Pre-fab

20168D Glasnevin 
Educate To-
gether NS

Church Ave Glasnevin Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holly Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab



30 April 2013

403

Roll                         
No

School Name Address Town/ Town-
land

County Desc. of 
rental

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20190T Holy Trinity 
NS

Glencairn 
Drive,  The 
Gallops

Leopard-
stown

Dublin Pre-fab

20304I St. Francis of 
Assisi

 Belmayne Dublin Pre-fab

20308Q Belmayne 
ETNS

 Belmayne Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

 Rush Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

 Rush Dublin Pre-fab

20334R Gaelscoil Ros 
Eo

 Rush Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20348F Hollywell 
ETNS

 Swords Dublin Pre-fab

20401G Stepaside ET Kirwan Park Kilternan Dublin Pre-fab

Post Primary

Roll
No. 

School Name Address Town/Town-
land

County Desc. of
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60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab
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60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60092U Clonkeen 
College

Clonkeen Rd Blackrock Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60343T St Josephs 
Sec School

Convent Lane Rush Dublin Pre-fab

60370W St Fintan’s 
High School

 Sutton Dublin Pre-fab

70010V Balbriggan 
Community 
College

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

70010V Balbriggan 
Community 
College

Chapel Street Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

76062B Castleknock 
Community 
College

 Castleknock Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Grange Ab-
bey Rd

Donaghmede Dublin Pre-fab

76129H Ardgillan 
Community 
College

Castlelands Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

76129H Ardgillan 
Community 
College

Castlelands Balbriggan Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab
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76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College

 Luttrellstown Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

Clontarf Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

Clontarf Dublin Pre-fab

81002K Mount 
Temple Com-
prehensive 
School

Malahide 
Road

Clontarf Dublin Pre-fab

30/04/2013WRH00350Education and Training Boards Establishment

30/04/2013WRH00400220. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
firm the schedule now being followed in respect of the establishment of the Dublin and Dún 
Laoghaire Education and Training Board; if he will provide details of the management of the 
new board and arrangements for headquarters accommodation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19796/13]

30/04/2013WRH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Education and Training 
Boards Bill concluded all stages in the Seanad on 23rd April last.  As amendments were intro-
duced in the Seanad it will be necessary to return to the Dail after conclusion in the Seanad.  The 
Bill is scheduled to be taken in the Dáil to report back on the Seanad amendments on Thursday, 
2 May.  Following enactment of the Bill, I will determine a date for commencement of the Act 
and the establishment of all of the Education and Training Boards, including the Dublin and 
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Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board.

In October 2011, my officials concluded an agreement with SIPTU, the trade union repre-
senting the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of VECs, on a redeployment scheme for CEOs 
in the context of the Croke Park agreement.  Arising from the implementation of the redeploy-
ment scheme, Mr Paddy Lavelle has been assigned as CEO Designate to the Dublin and Dun 
Laoghaire Education and Training Board.  His appointment as CEO of that Education and 
Training Board will commence in accordance with Section 14(5) of the Bill on the day which 
is appointed by Order pursuant to Section 8 of the Bill, once enacted.

Also, in October 2011, I announced the headquarter locations where VECs are being merged 
as a result of the Government decision to reduce the number of VECs to 16.  In relation to the 
specific merger of Co. Dublin VEC and Dun Laoghaire VEC, I have decided that the headquar-
ters of the Education and Training Board will be in Tallaght.  I expect that headquarters staff 
of Dun Laoghaire VEC will move to the designated headquarters location in Tallaght as soon 
as feasible.  While the detail of the arrangements of the move will be a matter for the CEO of 
the new Education and Training Board to work through and judge what the best approach is to 
ensure the optimum approach to service delivery, I expect that the office in Dun Laoghaire will 
remain open for some time and that the approach to redeployment will be measured and consid-
ered.  The establishment of SOLAS is also likely to have a bearing on the precise arrangements 
to be made.

30/04/2013WRH00550State Examinations Issues

30/04/2013WRH00600221. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-exam-
ine the case of a person (details supplied) who appealed a decision for reasonable accommoda-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19798/13]

30/04/2013WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

30/04/2013WRH00725Third Level Funding

30/04/2013WRH00800222. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the concerns from a college (details supplied) in Dublin 10 regarding 
the impact the change to the student-teacher ratio will have on the college; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19813/13]

30/04/2013WRH00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The college referred to by the Deputy is operated as an approved Post Leaving Certificate 
(PLC) centre by City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee (CDVEC).  Resources are 
allocated by my Department under the PLC programme to CDVEC and further distribution of 
these resources to colleges under its remit, is a matter for CDVEC.  As you are aware all VECs 
will have until next September to plan for the reduced allocation across their schools/colleges 
so that they can continue to deliver programmes which closely meet the needs of both students 
and employers.  My Department has received an impact statement from CDVEC on the effect 
of the regression in the PLC pupil teacher ratio on each of its PLC centres.  This is currently 
being considered along with impact statements from a number of other VECs.
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30/04/2013WRH00950Home Tuition Scheme

30/04/2013WRH01000223. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason parents 
with children attending a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15 are being requested by the high-
er education officer to refund funds already spent on tuition which was not delivered through a 
1:1 ratio under the special needs and tuition grants and the action he will take regarding same. 
[19883/13]

30/04/2013WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the Home Tuition Scheme operated by my Department is designed to support children who 
are not in a position to attend school and, because of this, it is generally the case that the tuition 
is provided at the child’s place of residence.  In the majority of cases therefore, there will be 1 
child in receipt of an individualised educational programme on a 1:1 basis.  Funding is provided 
by my Department on this basis.

There is one exception to this whereby the Department has an arrangement in place with a 
private commercial organisation which provides group tuition to children in a class type setting.  
However, payment in this case is made directly to the service provider and is calculated on a 
group rate basis.  In relation to the school to which the Deputy is referring, there is no such ar-
rangement or agreement in place.  However, I can tell you that officials at my Department are 
currently liaising with the parents in question in an effort to resolve the matter.

30/04/2013WRH01150School Staffing

30/04/2013WRH01200224. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that no more cuts are made to staff numbers in a school (details supplied) in Dublin 14; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19923/13]

30/04/2013WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts for the 2013/2014 school year is set out in the Staffing Schedule (Cir-
cular 0013/2013) which is available on the Department website.  The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2012.  The staffing schedule op-
erates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of schools equally irrespec-
tive of location.  It currently operates on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher 
for every 28 pupils with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 1 schools.  The staffing schedule also 
includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under certain criteria to an inde-
pendent Appeals Board.  Details of the criteria for appeal are contained in the staffing schedule, 
Circular 0013/2013.  The allocation process at individual school level is currently underway.  
The final staffing position for all schools will ultimately not be known until the Autumn.  At 
that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals to the Staffing Appeals 
Board will have been considered.

30/04/2013WRH01350Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRH01400225. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Secretary 
General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish his 
diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19962/13]

30/04/2013WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am satisfied in the broadest 
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sense that Civil Servants at my Department carry out their functions with honesty, impartiality 
and with respect for the citizens they serve.  The Secretary General as the Accounting Officer is 
obliged to appear before the Public Accounts Committee on an annual basis and account for the 
expenditure of the Education budget as voted on by the Houses of the Oireachtas.

In addition to the above, the conduct of Civil Servants in carrying out their official functions 
is governed by the Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour.  The Ethics in Public Of-
fice Act 1995 imposes a statutory obligation on Civil Servants that hold designated positions to 
disclose any interest they may have that could influence them in carrying out their official du-
ties.  In ensuring that it works in a transparent manner, my Department recently launched a new 
website which regularly publishes developments in the education sector.  It includes details of 
the School Building Works Programme, payments made to companies that are over €20,000 in 
value and a statement of prompt payments.  In relation to the Deputy’s specific suggestion that 
the Secretary General at my Department should publish his diary on the Department’s website, 
I understand that the Secretary General is now considering this.

30/04/2013WRH01550Special Educational Needs Services Provision

30/04/2013WRH01600226. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 479 of 16 April 2013, if he has a timeline for when he will receive 
the report from the National Council for Special Education; if its recommendations will be 
implemented by the start of the academic year 2013-14; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19982/13]

30/04/2013WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has requested the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to pro-
vide policy advice to my Department, in accordance with its role under the Education for Per-
sons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, on the appropriate nature and configuration 
of educational supports which should be provided to schools to support children with special 
educational needs.  It is intended that the significant resources to support children with Special 
Educational Needs are deployed to ensure the best possible outcomes for students.  The advice 
will be a key input into achieving this goal.  The advice from the National Council for Special 
Education is expected in the coming months.  The position in relation to the implementation of 
any recommendations which may contained in the report will be considered once the report has 
been received by my Department.

30/04/2013WRH01750Redundancy Payments

30/04/2013WRH01800227. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a redundancy 
payment issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare in respect of employment as a spe-
cial needs assistant at a school in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20010/13]

30/04/2013WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An application for compensa-
tion for loss of hours from the person referred to by the Deputy was received by my Department 
on 6th December 2012.  Applications are processed in date order of receipt and every effort is 
being made to process these applications as quickly as possible.  A large volume of applications 
were received during the period June - October 2012.  Payments are currently issuing in respect 
of applications received in mid to late September 2012.
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30/04/2013WRH01950Rainwater Harvesting Systems Provision

30/04/2013WRH02000228. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide funding to schools who wish to install a rainwater harvesting system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20040/13]

30/04/2013WRH02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that rainwater harvesting systems were first introduced for major school building projects in 
2008.  Since then all major school building projects, where site conditions and circumstances 
allow and where economically viable to do so, can incorporate a rainwater harvesting system 
into their accommodation brief.  While fitting the systems in new schools during construction 
is relatively straightforward, retrofitting them in existing schools is much more difficult and 
expensive because of the various dedicated pipe work systems both within the building and 
externally underground and the amount of making good work that is required in each instance.

I also wish to inform the Deputy that for existing buildings it is more cost effective to mi-
nimise the demand for water firstly through installing measures to reduce water usage such 
as push type spray taps, low flushing toilets, urinal controls, repairing leaks etc.  To this end 
schools were invited in 2010 to apply for Water Conservation measures and funding of almost 
€10m was made available to promote water conservation measures as part of this initiative.

30/04/2013WRH02150Renewable Energy Generation

30/04/2013WRH02200229. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
correspondence regarding a renewable energy project in a school (details supplied) in County 
Galway. [20044/13]

30/04/2013WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the responsibility for the regulation of the electricity market rests with the Commission 
for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body and my Department has 
no statutory function in the matter.  I am aware, however, that in Ireland’s deregulated open 
market, electrical suppliers can source their electricity from whatever sources they wish.  I un-
derstand that presently there are two schemes in place for selling renewable energy back to the 
Grid, the first is a Microgeneration scheme for domestic users and the second is a REFIT Tariff 
scheme for commercial scaled installations.  Presently, it appears that surplus electricity may be 
credited only to these two schemes.

I suggest that the Deputy may wish to contact the CER and or the Department of Communi-
cations, Energy and Natural Resources (DCE&NR) relating to any options that may be open to 
the school.  I am aware that the school has had some engagement previously with the DCE&NR 
concerning the matter to which the Deputy refers.

30/04/2013WRH02350Redundancy Payments

30/04/2013WRH02400230. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a redundancy 
payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare in respect of employment as 
a special needs assistant at a school in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20051/13]

30/04/2013WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A redundancy payment will 
issue to the person referred to by the Deputy on the 9th May 2013.
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30/04/2013WRH02550Teacher Statistics

30/04/2013WRH02600231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
career guidance counsellors in Dublin schools for the academic years 2010-11, 2011-12 and 
2012-13; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20109/13]

30/04/2013WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The day to day management 
of how teaching resources are used in schools is done at local school level.  It is established 
policy that guidance is a whole school activity and under existing arrangements each school de-
velops a school guidance plan as a means of supporting the needs of its students.  I have already 
acknowledged that bringing guidance within quota is challenging for schools.  However the 
alternative was to adjust the PTR staffing allocations.  The budget decision sheltered the impact 
for all DEIS post-primary schools by improving their standard staffing allocations.

Initial findings of a recent comprehensive survey by the National Centre for Guidance in 
Education on schools provision for guidance would suggest that even though there has been a 
cut in the allocation schools continue to prioritise the guidance programme and within it have 
increased group-work and class-based activity at senior cycle.  This approach maximises the 
amount of time available for those pupils that need one to one support.

30/04/2013WRH02750Special Educational Needs Staffing

30/04/2013WRH02800232. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
special needs assistants in Dublin schools for the academic years 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-
13; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20110/13]

30/04/2013WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for 
special educational needs supports including resource teaching and Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

Details of all of the SNA allocations which have been made to schools by the NCSE for the 
2012/13 school year, on a per county basis, are available on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE has advised my Department that they allocated 2,778.91 SNA posts to Dublin 
schools for the 2011/2012 school year.  Prior to the 2011/12 school year the NCSE did not detail 
their allocation information on per county basis, and accordingly the number of SNAs approved 
for Dublin schools for the 2010/2011 school year is not readily available.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has requested the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) to provide policy advice to my Department, in accordance with its 
role under the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, on the ap-
propriate nature and configuration of educational supports which should be provided to schools 
to support children with special educational needs.  It is intended that the significant resources 
to support children with Special Educational Needs are deployed to ensure the best possible 
outcomes for students.  The advice will be a key input into achieving this goal.  The advice from 
the National Council for Special Education is expected in the coming months.

30/04/2013WRH02950Schools Building Projects Status

30/04/2013WRH03000233. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a proj-
ect (details supplied) in County Waterford has gone to pre-qualification stage once again; if 
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there are any sources of funding for temporarily relocating; the lead-in time required for mov-
ing assuming planning permission is in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20111/13]

30/04/2013WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department has responded to the correspondence appended in the details of the question.  
The Deputy will be aware, from the correspondence, that a number of issues have lead to 
delays in the progression of this project to tender and construction stage.  Most recently, in 
March 2013, the previously pre-qualified Contractors were asked to confirm that nothing had 
changed since the previous pre-qualification of Contractors which would affect their ability to 
fulfil the requirements to tender.  Some of the pre-qualified Contractors were unable to provide 
the necessary confirmation and therefore a new pre-qualification process was necessary.  The 
new pre-qualification process is already underway with a closing date of 10/5/2013.  Subject 
to no further issues arising, it is envisaged that the project will then proceed directly to tender 
and construction.  I can confirm to the Deputy that planning permission remains in place.  The 
school has been advised that should an issue arise with regard to a need for temporary reloca-
tion that it should contact my Department immediately.

30/04/2013WRH03150State Examinations Issues

30/04/2013WRH03200234. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students (details supplied) who have sat the leaving certificate since the year 2000; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20126/13]

30/04/2013WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations.  Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students.  Full details of the scheme is available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.  In view of 
this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

30/04/2013WRH03350State Examinations Issues

30/04/2013WRH03400235. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students (details supplied) who sat the junior certificate since the year 2000; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20127/13]

30/04/2013WRH03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations.  Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students.  Full details of the scheme is available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.  In view of 
this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

30/04/2013WRJ00150State Examinations Issues

30/04/2013WRJ00200236. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
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provide a breakdown in tabular form for the numbers of retired teachers who will take part this 
year’s State examinations in the areas of aural, oral, practical, written and correction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20131/13]

30/04/2013WRJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

30/04/2013WRJ00350School Enrolments

30/04/2013WRJ00400237. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a primary school place in respect of a child (details supplied) in Dublin 6. [20146/13]

30/04/2013WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The selection and enrolment 
of pupils in schools is the responsibility of the authorities of the individual school. My Depart-
ment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all 
pupils seeking school places in an area. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice. As schools may not have a place for every applicant, 
a selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which 
it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  
Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act, 1998, each school is legally obliged to disclose 
its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality and the 
right of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of a Vocational Educational Committee 
(VEC) school to the VEC in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a 
person acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or 
suspends a student for 20 or more days in any school year. My Department has no authority to 
compel a school to admit a pupil, except in the case of an appeal under section 29 of the Educa-
tion Act, 1998 being upheld.

The parents/guardians of the pupil in question may wish to contact my Department at the 
Section 29 Appeals Administration Unit, Friar’s Mill Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, (phone 
044 9337008) if they wish to take an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998.

The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child.  The NEWB 
may be able to offer assistance and advice on securing a school placement within the pupil’s 
area. The contact details for the NEWB is  National Educational Welfare Board, 16-22 Green 
Street Dublin 7, phone number 01-8738700.

30/04/2013WRJ00550Teacher Redeployment

30/04/2013WRJ00600238. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding teacher panel rights; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20149/13]

30/04/2013WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
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deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers.

Following a review of the operation of the subsidiary and supplementary panel arrange-
ments in the 2012/13 school year and in order to enable the redeployment process to operate in 
a more efficient manner a number of changes are being introduced with effect from the 2013/14 
school year.  All eligible applicants who meet the eligibility criteria will be placed on the rel-
evant supplementary panels. There will no longer be separate subsidiary panels.

The Subsidiary and Supplementary Special National Panels are being phased out and no 
new applications are being accepted. This decision by the Department reflects the wider avail-
ability of primary teachers who are qualified to work in all settings which was not the case when 
this panel was originally set up. Access to the Supplementary Special National Panel for the 
2013/14 school year will be confined to those teachers who were on the Subsidiary or Supple-
mentary Special National Panels in the 2012/13 school year and who did not secure a perma-
nent teaching post. My Department has contacted these teachers directly. A further change is 
that the Supplementary Special National Panel for the 2013/14 school year will be used only 
for filling permanent teaching posts in special schools that are not otherwise required for the 
redeployment of surplus permanent teachers. The arrangements for panel access for fixed term 
(temporary), substitute and part-time teachers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Circular 
0038/2012 which is available on the Department website.

30/04/2013WRJ00750Student Grant Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRJ00800239. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding funding in respect of a person (details supplied). [20157/13]

30/04/2013WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): To determine eligibility for 
financial support, a student may submit a fully completed online grant application to SUSI, 
via www.studentfinance.ie,  once the application process for the 2013/14 academic year opens 
in May 2013. Currently maintenance support is not available for students entering postgradu-
ate courses. Those who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant under the 
Student Grant Scheme will be eligible to have their post-graduate tuition fees paid up to the 
maximum fee limit of €6,270. A further limited number of students will qualify to have a €2,000 
contribution made towards the costs of their fees. The income threshold for this payment is 
€31,500 for the 2012/13 academic year, increasing relative to the number of family dependents.

Tax relief is also available on postgraduate tuition fees. Details in relation to this relief are 
available from the Revenue Commissioners. In addition to this, the Student Assistance Fund 
will continue to be made available through the access offices of third-level institutions to assist 
students in exceptional financial need.

30/04/2013WRJ00950Special Educational Needs Issues

30/04/2013WRJ01000240. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of Down’s syndrome children in mainstream primary education; the classification of these 
children in the intellectual disability spectrum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20242/13]

30/04/2013WRJ01100242. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details his Department has with regard to the number of Down’s syndrome children 
who began primary school with a mild intellectual disability who were subsequently migrated 
to moderate intellectual disability during their primary school education; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20257/13]

30/04/2013WRJ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 240 and 242 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may 
be required to ensure such placements are provided for. Pupils with Down syndrome attending 
mainstream schools may receive additional teaching support in primary schools, either under 
the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educa-
tional psychological assessment places the pupil in the mild general learning disability/high in-
cidence disability category, or through an allocation of individual additional resource teaching 
hours which are allocated by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), if the child is 
assessed as being within the low incidence category of special need, as defined by my Depart-
ment’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down syndrome may be allocated resources under the category of mild gen-
eral learning disability, or under the categories of moderate general learning difficulty or As-
sessed Syndrome, in conjunction with another Low Incidence disability. There is not presently 
a distinct disability category of Down syndrome for resource allocation purposes. As such, it 
is not possible to advise of the number of children with Down syndrome who are attending 
mainstream primary education or who have moved from the mild to moderate general learning 
difficulty category. I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with 
policy advice on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence 
disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included 
in the NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support 
children with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected 
in the coming months. 

30/04/2013WRJ01250Special Educational Needs Staffing

30/04/2013WRJ01300241. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
review the case being made by a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny relative to the 
retention of the behaviour for learning programme teacher as this post is essential to the school; 
if he will expedite a response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20256/13]

30/04/2013WRJ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Behaviour Sup-
port Service (NBSS) promotes and supports positive behaviour through the provision of a sys-
tematic continuum of support to school communities. The service assists partner post primary 
schools in addressing behavioural concerns in schools. The Department has been informed by 
the NBSS that for the academic year 2013-2014, Castlecomer Community School is no longer 
considered to have the same high level of need as other schools working with the NBSS and the 
Behaviour for Learning Programme Teacher post will be withdrawn.
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Question No. 242 answered with Question No. 240

30/04/2013WRJ01550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

30/04/2013WRJ01600243. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if persons (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry will qualify for the special rate of maintenance grant in view 
of the successful outcome of an appeal to the social welfare appeals office to confirm that the 
family was in receipt of a long-term social welfare payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20258/13]

30/04/2013WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s ap-
plication form and supporting documentation, it would not be possible for me to say whether or 
not a student should qualify for the special rate of maintenance grant. The decision on eligibility 
for the special rate of maintenance grant for the students referred to by the Deputy is a matter 
for the relevant grant awarding authorities, in this case, County Kerry VEC and Kerry County 
Council.

The eligibility of an applicant, or the level of the grant awarded, may be re-assessed by 
the awarding authority in the event of a change of circumstances in the academic year. The 
applicant should in the first instance contact the relevant awarding body and notify them of 
the change in circumstances. Where a grant application is refused, the reason for the refusal 
is given by the grant awarding authority. An applicant may appeal the decision to the relevant 
awarding authority. Where the appeals officer decides to reject the appeal, the applicant may 
appeal this decision to my Department or the independent appeals board, as appropriate. 

30/04/2013WRJ01750School Enrolments

30/04/2013WRJ01800244. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a short-
age of primary school places in an area (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20280/13]

30/04/2013WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Forward Planning Sec-
tion of my Department continuously analyses demographic trends to determine where addi-
tional school provision will be required into the future. Should any extra needs arise in the area 
referred to by the Deputy, they will be identified and met under this process.

30/04/2013WRJ01950Labour Relations Commission Recommendation

30/04/2013WRJ02000245. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
no payment has been made by Mayo Vocational Education Committee to a person (details sup-
plied) following a Labour Relations Commission rights commissioner hearing that found that 
the claimant had a legitimate grievance and a payment of compensation was recommended; 
when his Department will issue further instructions to Mayo VEC on this matter; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20282/13]

30/04/2013WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): On full examination of the 
Rights Commissioner finding in this case it is the view of the Department that the Rights Com-
missioner erred in her findings in relation to this matter. The Department of Education and 
Skills Circular on seniority (DES Circular No. 59/06), which was agreed with both IMPACT 
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and SIPTU, the 2 Unions representing SNAs is clear in that it states that “Seniority is important 
in determining which SNAs should be offered reduced hours or have their employment termi-
nated when the allocation of the school is reduced.” DES Circular No. 59/06 is entirely silent 
on the allocation of sanctioned additional SNA support hours.  Accordingly, it is entirely a mat-
ter for the school/VEC as the employer to determine the most appropriate method of allocating 
any sanctioned additional SNA support hours granted by the NCSE with a view to effectively 
meeting the care needs of the pupil/pupils in the school/VEC.

Unfortunately, in light of the above the Department are not in a position to sanction imple-
mentation of the Rights commissioner finding given that it contravenes both Departmental cir-
cular and practice in relation to the allocation and recruitment of SNAs.

30/04/2013WRJ02150State Examinations Issues

30/04/2013WRJ02200246. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will confirm that all students, who are deemed in need of a reader for the junior and leaving 
certificate by an educational psychologist, will have one assigned to them in 2013 and 2014; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20311/13]

30/04/2013WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations. The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students. Full details of the scheme is available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations. In view of 
this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

30/04/2013WRJ02350Special Educational Needs Services Provision

30/04/2013WRJ02400247. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment has done a study that tracks a student who needs the assistance of a SENO or resource 
teaching hours from primary school through to the completion of the leaving certificate and 
the number of those that go on to third level education; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20315/13]

30/04/2013WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from pri-
mary and post primary schools for special educational needs supports including resource teach-
ing and Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support. The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
criteria in allocating such support.  Another function of the Council is to carry out research and 
provide expert advice to me, as Minister for Education and Skills, on the educational needs of 
children with disabilities and the provision of related services.

The NCSE has developed a comprehensive programme of research and to date has pub-
lished 14 completed reports from commissioned studies.  The published reports are all avail-
able to download from the NCSE website (www.ncse.ie). In 2009 the NCSE commissioned 
a three year longitudinal research study specifically to track the experiences and educational 
outcomes of a cohort of primary, post primary and special school students in a number of case 
study schools around the country. In total the study followed 140 students in 24 schools.  The 
researchers gathered evidence from multiple perspectives, including those of students, parents, 
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school-based staff, allied professionals and disability groups in order to fully understand the im-
pact of current provision to support children and young people with special educational needs 
in both mainstream and special schools. The report from this study is currently being finalised.  
It is expected that it will be completed late in 2013 for publication in 2014.  The study has been 
carried out by researchers at the University of Northampton, UK; Trinity College, Dublin; and 
the Irish based, Institute of Child Education and Psychology Europe.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has requested the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) to provide policy advice to my Department, in accordance with its 
role under the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, on the ap-
propriate nature and configuration of educational supports which should be provided to schools 
to support children with special educational needs. It is intended that the significant resources 
to support children with Special Educational Needs are deployed to ensure the best possible 
outcomes for students. The advice will be a key input into achieving this goal. The advice from 
the National Council for Special Education is expected in the coming months. 

30/04/2013WRJ02550Vocational Education Committees Staff

30/04/2013WRJ02600248. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding vocational education committee employees who are also members of local authorities 
being allowed to absent themselves from work in order to attend council meetings; the number 
of VEC employees that are members of local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20321/13]

30/04/2013WRJ02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Teachers employed by Voca-
tional Education Committees (VECs) who are also members of Public Bodies (i.e local authori-
ties) are allowed up to a maximum of 10 days off each year to attend meetings of such bodies 
during school hours. The schools in which they teach are not entitled to claim a substitution 
payment in respect of the teacher’s absence. Similar arrangements apply in the case of non-
teaching staff. The Department does not hold information on the number of VEC employees 
that are members of local authorities. Officials from my Department have contacted each of the 
33 VECs and I understand that VECs do not as a rule require staff to register their membership 
of a local authority. Accordingly, the Department is not in a position to provide the details re-
quested as it would involve an inordinate amount of administrative time to compile.

30/04/2013WRJ02750State Examinations Issues

30/04/2013WRJ02800249. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria used for 
the selection of persons employed to correct written leaving certificate exam papers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20322/13]

30/04/2013WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

30/04/2013WRJ02950Student Support Schemes Issues

30/04/2013WRJ03000250. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
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when the external review of the central online system for student grant applications Student 
Universal Support Ireland will be completed; the higher education section of his Department 
confirmed on 25 April 2013 that the report has yet to be finalised. [20427/13]

30/04/2013WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An external review of Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland’s business processes is currently being undertaken to inform 
improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year. The review is at an advanced stage 
and it is expected that it will be finalised shortly. 

30/04/2013WRJ03150Special Educational Needs Issues

30/04/2013WRJ03200251. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
respond to correspondence (details supplied) regarding the appointment of a special needs as-
sistant at a school in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20509/13]

30/04/2013WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for 
special educational needs supports including resource teaching and Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. 
The NCSE requested all schools to submit their applications for SNA support for the coming 
school year to them by 15th March, 2013 and advise all schools of their SNA allocations prior 
to the start of the new school year. All schools have the names and contact details of their local 
SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special edu-
cational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

30/04/2013WRJ03350Public Procurement Regulations

30/04/2013WRJ03400252. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his attention has been drawn to the delays being experienced by some local authorities due to 
the protracted nature of some public procurement processes; if he intends to issue new guide-
lines to streamline the process, particularly for tenders which are below EU threshold values; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20138/13]

30/04/2013WRJ03500253. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he intends to raise the matter of public procurement at EU level in order to establish a more 
streamlined process to avoid lengthy and costly delays in the procurement process that are be-
ing experienced by local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20139/13]

30/04/2013WRJ03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 252 and 253 together.

Public procurement is the acquisition, whether under formal contract or not, of works, sup-
plies and services by public bodies. Public procurement in Ireland is governed by legal require-
ments, rules and guidelines set both at national and EU level. The general requirements for 
goods and general services are set out in the Public Procurement Guidelines - Competitive Pro-
cess 2004 (revised), whilst those for works and works-related contracts are set out in the Capital 
Works Management Framework. This guidance incorporates key elements of EU legislation 
that have been transposed into Irish law and is complemented by circulars and guidance issued 
by my Department and the National Procurement Service.
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The most important of the guidance published by my Department includes:

- Public Procurement Guidelines - Competitive Process 2004  , in respect of the procure-
ment of services and supplies - highlighting the need for a competitive process in respect of 
contracts below the EU threshold values;

- Circular 10/10   - require public bodies to promote participation of small and medium-
sized enterprises in the award of public contracts;

- the Capital Works Management Framework   - provides a suite of best practice guidance, 
standard contracts and generic template documents are available to download for all contracting 
authorities to provide a consistent approach to the management of public works projects; and

- Standardisation and simplification of tender documentation (for supplies and services)   - 
In order to reduce the costs involved in participating or conducting the procurement function, 
the National Procurement Service has published a suite of model tendering and contract docu-
ments which help businesses and buyers to reduce costs. 

All regulations, circulars, guidelines and standard forms are available on the Government’s 
eTenders website at: www.eTenders.gov.ie for goods and general services and at www.construc-
tionprocurement.gov.ie   for construction works and related services.

Under EU Directive on public procurement contracts above certain thresholds must be ad-
vertised on the Official Journal of the EU and awarded on the basis of objective and non-restric-
tive criteria. For works contracts the threshold is €5 million; for supplies and service contracts 
awarded by Government Departments the threshold is €130,000 and for the remainder of public 
bodies the threshold is €200,000. The threshold for supplies and service contracts of entities 
operating in utility sectors (water, energy, transport and postal) is €400,000. For contracts be-
low these thresholds, the general requirement is that they be advertised on the national public 
procurement website www.etenders.gov.ie   or, depending on value, awarded on the basis of a 
competitive process of direct invitation to an adequate number of suitable suppliers.

The aim of European and national rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discrim-
inatory public procurement regime which delivers best value for money.

My Department is currently participating at EU level in the review of EU Directives: 2004/17/
EC (procurement in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors) and 2004/18/EC 
(public works, supply and service contracts). Whilst discussions on the revision of these Direc-
tives are currently underway, it is clear that one of the key reforms will be the introduction of an 
EU wide eProcurement procedure which will facilitate shorter procurement procedures.

The management of the tendering process for a public contract is a matter for each contract-
ing authority.  It is the responsibility of each contracting authority to ensure that tenderers com-
ply with all the requirements of the process.  In relation to delays being experienced by some 
local authorities in public procurement processes, these are matters for my colleague Deputy 
Phil Hogan, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.

30/04/2013WRK00150Referendum Expenditure

30/04/2013WRK00200254. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the to-
tal costs incurred from the Central Fund in holding the referendum on children’s rights in 2012; 
the breakdown of those costs including the cost of establishing a Referendum Commission; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20172/13]
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30/04/2013WRK00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Referen-
dum on the Protection of Children was held on the 10th November, 2012.  Returning Officers 
are required to submit their accounts for the Referendum to the Minister for Finance not later 
than six months after the date on which the poll was conducted and so the total cost of the Ref-
erendum is not available at this time.  An estimated breakdown of the costs is as follows:

Advances Amount
Advances to Returning Officers: €10,503,309.00
OPW: €342,696.00
An Post: €1,496,182.00
Referendum Commission: €1,700,000.00  
Total: €14,042,187.00

30/04/2013WRK00350Office of Public Works Properties

30/04/2013WRK00400255. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the date on which it was formally accepted by the Office of Public Works that an area (details 
supplied) was returned to them in a satisfactory condition; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20283/13]

30/04/2013WRK00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Due to ad-
verse weather conditions, following the concerts in the Phoenix Park, works began in Septem-
ber 2012 and have been completed to our satisfaction.  The State received €345,053 for the 
music concert series, which occupied the site for 3 weeks (approx).

30/04/2013WRK00550Garda Stations Closures

30/04/2013WRK00600256. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for the future use of Ballinakill and Ballacolla Garda stations in County Laois; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20365/13]

30/04/2013WRK00637Minister of State at the Department of Pupblic Expenditure and Reform Deputy Brian 
Hayes: The Office of Public Works is currently assessing the property options arising in respect 
of all the recently closed Garda Stations including Ballinakill and Ballacolla 

Garda Stations in County Laois.  This assessment will identify, in the first instance, if other 
State Bodies, including government departments and the wider public sector have a use for the 
property.  If there is no other State use for a property the OPW will then consider disposing 
of the property on the open market, if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate much 
needed revenue for the Exchequer.  If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken 
not to dispose of a particular property the OPW would consider, community involvement sub-
ject to the receipt of an appropriate business case which would indicate that the community/
voluntary group has the means to insure, maintain and manage the property.

30/04/2013WRK00750Departmental Staff Redeployment

30/04/2013WRK00800257. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
additional staff will be allocated to the Valuations Office in order to deal with the backlog of 
cases in the office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20367/13]
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30/04/2013WRK00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Commis-
sioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his duties under the Valuation Act, 2001 
and the carrying out of valuations for rating purposes is his sole prerogative and the Act does 
not accord me as Minister any function in this regard.  The Valuation Office operates within 
the employment control framework set by Government for the public service which imposes 
an overall staffing ceiling for the Office on an annual basis. In line with this policy, the current 
staffing complement of the Valuation Office is 135, representing 132.40 whole time equivalent 
posts. The appointment of officers to carry out the valuation of properties is the function of the 
Commissioner which he exercises under his powers of delegation set out in section 11 of the 
Act.  There are two provisions in the legislation governing the assessment of valuations, i.e. 
revision and revaluation.

Revision of valuation is the mechanism used to maintain existing local authority valuation 
lists. It is used to add new properties to the list, to amend the valuations of altered properties and 
to remove demolished or defunct properties from the list. The valuations of commercial proper-
ties at revision are determined by reference to the net annual values of comparable properties 
on the same valuation list. That is to say that they are compared with similar type properties in 
the same local authority area to ensure, in so far as it is possible, that they are all treated equally. 
While there are some arrears of casework in this area, it is not significant and in any event, re-
vision applications received from the public are disposed of without undue delay. While there 
has been a marked decrease in the number of applications for revision of valuation in recent 
years, mainly due to the economic downturn, the vast majority of applications are from the lo-
cal authorities with whom the Valuation Office is in close liaison, to ensure that priority cases 
are dealt with as expeditiously as possible and to agree timelines for the delivery of revisions 
generally.

In a revaluation the entire commercial valuation list for a local authority is brought up-to-
date by reference to values at a specific valuation date and the entire list is published on one date 
(usually 31 December) and comes into effect for rating purposes on 1 January the following 
year.  To-date, revaluations of the commercial list have been completed in South Dublin, Fingal 
and Dun Laoghaire County Council areas and the revaluation programme for the Dublin City 
Council area is currently underway and is expected to be completed by 31st December, 2013. 
Additionally, the revaluation of properties in all the local authority areas of Waterford and Lim-
erick will be completed in 2013 and 2014 respectively.

The Valuation (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2012 which had its second stage reading in Se-
anad Éireann on 11th October, 2012 provides for a number of initiatives  to accelerate the 
overall revaluation programme, such as the piloting of a self-assessment scheme of valuation in 
one local authority area, which if it proves successful could be extended to other areas. There is 
also provision in the Bill to allow for the assessment of valuations by contract valuers under an 
external delivery scheme which is also being initiated as a pilot project. The Bill also contains 
provisions to streamline the overall process of revaluation and the appeal mechanisms available 
to ratepayers subsequent to the revaluation.

30/04/2013WRK00950Departmental Properties

30/04/2013WRK01000258. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount the State spent on lighting in State owned or operated public buildings in 2012. 
[19894/13]

30/04/2013WRK01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Lighting is 
not metered separately in the vast majority of public buildings. For this reason it is only possible 
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to provide an estimate for the amount spent on lighting. The OPW is responsible for buildings 
occupied by central Government Departments and some state agencies. The total annual energy 
expenditure in these buildings is estimated at €32M. Approximately 65% of this is on electric-
ity. It is estimated that lighting accounts for 40%-50% of electricity in office and similar type 
buildings.  Based on these assumptions, the estimated expenditure on lighting in OPW build-
ings is €8.3M - €10.4M.  There are no figures available for the cost of lighting in the wider 
public sector.

30/04/2013WRK01150Departmental Expenditure

30/04/2013WRK01200259. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
percentage of the State’s current expenditure that is spent on social protection, health care and 
education. [19895/13]

30/04/2013WRK01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Deputy 
has confirmed that he is interested in obtaining the figures for 2012.  In that regard, the break-
down of gross current expenditure spent on Social Protection, Health and Education as a per-
centage of overall current expenditure in 2012 was 40%, 27% and 16% respectively.  The 
calculations are based on the provisional outturn figures for 2012, as published in the Revised 
Estimates for Public Services 2013.

30/04/2013WRK01350Public Service Reform Plan Update

30/04/2013WRK01400260. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of public sector workers who are surplus to requirements and if he will provide a breakdown 
of those figures. [19943/13]

30/04/2013WRK01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Public service 
reform is a cornerstone policy of this Government, with the clear objective to make our public 
services more effective and cost efficient.  As part of this, Government has agreed an end-2014 
serving numbers target of 282,500 (whole time equivalent).  At end-2012 there were just over 
290,500 (whole time equivalent) public servants.  Therefore, over these two years a further 
reduction of some 8,000 staff is required, across the system.

This reduction will be facilitated by the introduction of improved service delivery models, 
shared services among civil and public service bodies and other innovations which will allow 
service levels to be maintained with fewer staff.  The required reduction of staff will be man-
aged over the course of the period, taking account of natural retirements and some limited, pri-
ority recruitment. The Government has decided that Voluntary Redundancy will be introduced 
in certain targeted sections of the Public Service where staff surpluses are identified by manage-
ment and where redeployment is not suitable.  The Government is committed to making fun-
damental changes to the way the public service operates to safeguard the delivery of essential 
frontline services in a way that is in keeping with the needs of a modern society while driving 
value for money for the citizen.

30/04/2013WRK01550Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRK01600261. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will 
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publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis; the measures he is taking to 
make the actions of senior civil servants more accountable; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19969/13]

30/04/2013WRK01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s question I am pleased to inform him that the diary of my Secretary General will 
be published on our Department’s Website on a monthly basis.  In relation to measures to make 
senior civil servants more accountable I am committed to bringing forward the necessary leg-
islative changes or other reforms to meet the objective of ensuring greater clarity and certainty 
regarding the legal relationship between Ministers and their civil servants and the appropriate 
accountabilities that apply in each case.  I have asked the Government Reform Unit in my De-
partment to carry out a review of the current accountability framework for ministers and civil 
servants set out in the Ministers and Secretaries Acts and the Public Service Management Act, 
1997.

Work is now at a very advanced stage in my Department in finalising a consultation paper 
based on the outcome of that review.  The paper examines the current legislative framework 
underpinning civil service accountability in these statutes, as well as the current administra-
tive and organisational accountability arrangements in place.  It also explores the international 
practice and developments in this area. The development of the consultation paper was also 
informed by discussions held in 2012 with a number of international and national experts as 
well as by discussions with senior officials at a small number of round table meetings.  I expect 
to bring this paper to Government shortly to seek approval for the publication of the consulta-
tion paper.  It is intended that the paper should act as a basis for a process of wider consultation 
on the proposed reform options.  I look forward to hearing the views of the Deputy and other 
members of this House in the course of this consultation.

30/04/2013WRK01750National Lottery Licence Sale

30/04/2013WRK01800262. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 9 of 18 April 2013, if he will indicate in the budget 2013 
documentation where there is an estimate for the receipt from the sale of the national lottery 
licence, and where the proposed use of the proceeds, a portion of which will be used for the 
construction of the new national children’s hospital, is shown in the budget 2013 documents. 
[20030/13]

30/04/2013WRK01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The overall 
Budgetary position includes a provisional estimate of the amount that we expect to receive from 
the licencing arrangements for the National Lottery.  For obvious commercial reasons it would 
be inappropriate to give details in advance of the tendering process.

30/04/2013WRK01950Revised Estimates Publication

30/04/2013WRK02000263. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the capital budget for 2013, as set out in the Revised Estimates Volumes published on 
17 April 2013, has been set at €3,096,467,000 which represents a reduction of €339m from the 
plan of €3.435bn set out in December 2012 when Budget 2013 was unveiled. [20031/13]

30/04/2013WRK02100264. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will estimate the number of jobs that will not now be created in 2013 or which will not be saved 
in 2013 as a result of the decision published by him in the Revised Estimates Volumes on 17 
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April 2013 which showed capital spending in 2013 of €3,096,467,000 which represents a re-
duction of €339 million from the plan of €3.435 billion set out in December 2012 when budget 
2013 was unveiled. [20032/13]

30/04/2013WRK02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 263 and 264 together.

The gross capital budget for 2013, as set out in the Revised Estimates Volume published on 
17 April 2013, is €3.431bn. This figure represents a small reduction (€4m) to the allocation as 
set out in Budget 2013 which is mainly due to some minor technical adjustments. The figure of 
€3.096bn which the Deputy refers to represents the net capital allocation for 2013 i.e. the gross 
figure less capital appropriations in aid.  As the capital allocation published in the Revised Esti-
mates differs only slightly from that published in Budget 2013, it is not expected that there will 
be any resulting significant change to the number of jobs to be created or sustained by the level 
of Exchequer investment in public infrastructure in 2013.

30/04/2013WRK02250Pensions Levy Issues

30/04/2013WRK02300265. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the pen-
sion related deductions are due to be abolished by next year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20324/13]

30/04/2013WRK02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Govern-
ment is committed to reducing overall public service numbers over the period to 2015, as part 
of the overall drive to consolidate the public finances, and having regard to the need to protect 
front-line public services insofar as possible.

Departments are expected to examine all aspects of public sector expenditure under the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure with a view to ensuring that, where State programmes 
do continue, all resources are used in the optimum manner to deliver public services to citizens. 
There are no intended geographical targets associated with the numbers reduction being sought. 
Departments retain their full flexibility to deploy their staff resources as they consider appro-
priate, to deliver a high standard of public service to citizens throughout the country. Sectors 
within the public service are expected to deliver reductions in the context of new Employment 
Control Framework targets.

30/04/2013WRK02450Public Sector Pensions Issues

30/04/2013WRK02500266. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the way 
in which recipients of public sector pensions starting at €32,500 would have been affected un-
der the defeated Croke Park II pay deal proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20326/13]

30/04/2013WRK02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
will be aware, following  public servants non-acceptance of the measures proposed by the 
Labour Relations Commission, the Government has requested the CEO of the LRC to make 
contact with the parties to establish whether or not there is a basis for a negotiated agreement 
to meet budgetary targets. The Government will reflect on the outcome of this process before 
coming to conclusions on how to secure the required level of savings from public service pay 
and pensions.
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30/04/2013WRK02650Schools Refurbishment

30/04/2013WRK02700267. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
a design team will be appointed in respect of a project (details supplied); the likely timescale for 
the necessary remedial works to be undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20401/13]

30/04/2013WRK02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Com-
missioners of Public Works in Ireland are in the process of appointing a team of specialists to 
develop a solution to the problems being presented by the type of roof on this school. 

30/04/2013WRK02850Legislative Programme

30/04/2013WRK02900268. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Companies Bill 2012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20168/13]

30/04/2013WRK03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  In 2007 the 
Company Law Review Group examined proposals put forward by the Irish Auditing and Ac-
counting Supervisory Authority to afford legal protection under the Companies Acts to the use 
of the term “Accountant”.   A majority of the members of the Company Law Review Group 
supported the proposals. However, concerns were raised by the Competition Authority and the 
ODCE that granting legal recognition to the term accountant would result in unnecessary regu-
lation and would hamper the flexibility of the accountancy profession.   

Bearing in mind the close ties and similarity between the accountancy profession in Ireland 
and the UK, I understand that the term “accountant” is also not protected under UK law. 

As previously stated, there are two sides to this issue and I believe that it requires further 
consideration including as to whether the Directive on Mutual Recognition of Professional 
Qualifications (2005/36/EC) will have any impact on the granting of legal recognition to the 
term “accountant”.   

30/04/2013WRK03050Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

30/04/2013WRK03100269. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will identify some of the measures being taken to promote cost reductions for small and 
medium enterprises particularly in labour costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19762/13]

30/04/2013WRK03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  The Govern-
ment is actively working to support small and medium sized enterprises and to highlight the 
importance of labour cost competitiveness  In that regard, the Government has sought to ensure 
that the burden of taxation is not excessive and does not discourage job creation.    The last Bud-
get specifically contained a ten point tax reform plan to support small businesses. The measures 
contained in the Budget are intended to assist small businesses in a number of ways, including:

Helping their cash flow position;

Helping them access funding more easily;

Reducing the costs associated with the administrative burden of tax compliance;
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Boosting demand for their products in new markets abroad;

Incentivising firms to create jobs.

As regards labour costs for small and medium enterprises, the economy has in recent years 
achieved very significant improvements. The European Commission, in its most recent fore-
cast, projected that Irish unit labour costs will improve by 23 per cent relative to the euro area 
average over the period 2009 to 2014.  In this regard, I have been engaged in a continuous 
process of reform to improve Ireland’s competitiveness by enhancing wage flexibility while 
also ensuring protection for vulnerable workers. Last year, I reduced the overall number of 
Joint Labour Committees (JLCs). I asked the Labour Court to undertake a review of remaining 
JLC’s in line with the provisions of the Industrial Relations Act which I introduced last year. 
Last week, the Labour Court submitted to me its Review on the Reform of the remaining JLC’s. 
I view this report very much within the context of the continuous process of reform in the area 
that is designed to improve Ireland’s competitiveness by enhancing wage flexibility while also 
ensuring protection for vulnerable workers. Specifically, the Report suggests a template on how 
many Committees will continue in existence, and the format within which they will operate 
over the next five years. 

The Government is determined to maintain a focus on competitiveness and, to that end, 
Forfás, in conjunction with my Department, the Department of Finance and the Department of 
Social Protection has been tasked under the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 to assess the potential for 
further actions to support improvements in labour market competitiveness.

Finally, my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, recently announced details of a 
new initiative, the JobsPlus scheme, which will incentivise businesses to hire additional em-
ployees from the Live Register.  This innovative job creation scheme is focused on the long-
term unemployed, providing a cash-flow benefit to businesses which hire jobseekers who have 
been on the Live Register for 12 months or more.

30/04/2013WRL00150Departmental Agencies Funding

30/04/2013WRL00200270. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his 
Department, or any of the bodies under the aegis of the Department have been requested to pro-
vide support to any tobacco or tobacco related company; the names of the companies involved; 
the nature of such support; and the level of support that has been provided; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19944/13]

30/04/2013WRL00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by Enterprise Ireland that Exclusive Cigar Manufacturing Ireland Ltd was paid funding of 
€836,522.57, of which €85,281.87 was repaid.  This funding was approved and paid under a 
number of the support programmes of the agency during the period 1992 to 2012.

In June 2012, Enterprise Ireland met the company and the issue of the provision of capital 
and internationalisation supports were discussed.  As the company has a strong export focus, 
support through the Internationalisation Fund was deemed the most appropriate at the time.  
The agency is continuing to liaise with the company in regard to this Fund.

30/04/2013WRL00350Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRL00400271. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will 
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publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19967/13]

30/04/2013WRL00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Secretary 
General of my Department has no difficulty with the principle of making his diary accessible 
through the Department’s website.   

He proposes to publish the diary on a trial basis for a number of months and will review the 
practice in the light of whether there is any significant level of hits on the relevant page.

30/04/2013WRL00550IDA Site Visits

30/04/2013WRL00600272. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the number 
of Industrial Development Agency site visits that have taken place with prospective investors 
to County Clare and the mid-west region in the first three months of 2013; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19998/13]

30/04/2013WRL00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I have been 
informed by IDA Ireland that, to date in 2013, there have been 13 agency sponsored site visits 
by potential investors to the d-West Region, of which 4 were to County Clare. These site visits 
were from new companies visiting the location for the first time and from senior executives of 
existing companies.

As Ireland competes for high quality investments, the concept of scale is crucial. Leading 
global corporations require a significant population pool, access to qualified talent, world stan-
dard physical and digital infrastructure coupled with the availability of sophisticated profes-
sional and business support services.

The Mid West Region, which includes Clare, has been particularly successful in recent 
years in terms of attracting inward investment from FDI companies.  There are 59 IDA client 
companies in the Mid-West Region employing 7,885 people.  IDA Ireland has strong relation-
ships with these companies and works closely with them to ensure their long term sustainability 
and to encourage their growth, development and continuing re-investment in their sites.

I am mindful that, in order to ensure that Ireland can continue to compete globally for FDI 
projects, it will be necessary to undertake an in depth analysis of our FDI strategy with a view 
to informing the formulation of an appropriate strategy for the period post 2014.  This analysis, 
which will be undertaken later this year, will take account of factors such as key trends emerg-
ing in FDI best practice internationally, Ireland’s strengths in attracting FDI, any changes to 
the EU’s State Aid rules that may be introduced in the near future and our agreed approach to 
regional development.

In the meantime, IDA Ireland has assured me that it will in 2013, in accordance with the 
Government’s recently announced 2013 Action Plan for Jobs, seek to target more than 130 new 
investments, secure €500 million of R&D expenditure and create 13,000 new jobs in its client 
companies.

30/04/2013WRL00750Patent Legislation

30/04/2013WRL00800273. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
implications that a unified patent court will have on patent law here; if any offices or branches 
of the courts and arbitration centres will be based here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20013/13]
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30/04/2013WRL00900Minister of State at the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean 
Sherlock): The Agreement on the Unified Patent Court (UPC) was signed in February this year 
by twenty-five Member States, including Ireland.  Work is now advancing on the next stage to 
allow for ratification of the Agreement.  In Ireland’s case, a Referendum is required to be car-
ried to allow for the transfer of limited jurisdictional powers to the Unified Patent Court relating 
solely to patent disputes.  In advance of ratification, significant preparatory work is necessary 
which is expected to take up to eighteen months to complete.  This work includes setting the 
Rules of Procedure of the Court, selection and training of Judges, setting up an ICT system to 
provide for case management at the Court etc.  

The UPC will not impact on substantive patent law in Ireland or on the operation of the 
Courts in Ireland which will continue to play a role in the determination of patent- related dis-
putes that come before the Irish Courts.

When operational, the UPC will provide a system of arbitration for patent-related disputes.  
This will be in relation to European patents that are granted as at present by the European Patent 
Office in Munich and, patents that will be granted under the new unitary patent regime.  The 
unitary patent will provide a new option for Irish business to protect their patents in a cost effec-
tive manner by filing a single application and thereby obtain patent protection in the territories 
of the 25 participating States (with the exception, thus far, of Spain and Italy).   The unitary 
patent and the UPC are interlinked in that both will enter into effect simultaneously.  

The Agreement on the UPC provides that it will comprise of a Court of First Instance and 
a Court of Appeal.  The Court of First Instance will be made up of three divisions namely: the 
central division, local divisions and possible regional divisions.  The Court of Appeal is to be 
located in Luxembourg and will also serve as the Court Registry.

1) Central division: The Central Division of the Patent Court will be located in Paris. Two 
specialist sub-divisional courts will be established, one in London for cases involving ‘chem-
istry patents’ (including pharmaceutical products) and the other in Munich for mechanical en-
gineering cases.

2) Local division: It is possible under the Agreement for each contracting State to set up a 
local division.  

3) Regional division: The option also exists under the Agreement to form a regional division 
i.e. where two or more contracting states would join together to function as a local division for 
participating countries.  

Thus, Contracting States will have the option to set up a local division of the Court, join a 
possible regional division or, confer jurisdiction on the central division of the Court alone.  All 
States intending to ratify the UPC Agreement will need to decide, in advance of ratification, on 
the particular Court structure that it proposes to adopt.  As Ireland’s participation in the UPC 
arrangement raises issues that fall within the remit of jurisdictional arrangements in the Courts 
area generally and thus are of interest to my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality, my 
Department is in contact with that Department on this issue.  

In relation to arbitration and mediation under the UPC Agreement, Lisbon and Ljubljana 
will host Patent Arbitration and Mediation Centres.

30/04/2013WRL00950Companies Law Issues

30/04/2013WRL01000274. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 



30 April 2013

429

views on the fact that separate accounts for Ireland are not available for many consumer multi-
national companies operating here. [20028/13]

30/04/2013WRL01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The contents 
of the financial statements of companies are governed by relevant EU Company Law Directives 
and Regulations and by the applicable accounting standards.

The requirements regarding the preparation and publication of the accounts of limited com-
panies and groups are determined by the First, Fourth and Seventh EU Company Law Directives 
and by the EU IFRS Regulations.  These requirements are largely reflected in the Companies 
Act, 1963, the Companies (Amendment) Act 1986 and the European Communities (Compa-
nies: Group Accounts) Regulations 1992, as amended.  The EU Eleventh Company Law Direc-
tive, implemented as the European Communities (Branch Disclosures) Regulations, 1993, ad-
dresses the requirements applicable to branches of EEA companies.  Irish subsidiaries of EEA 
companies can submit the audited group accounts of their parent to the Registrar of Companies 
instead of their own individual accounts provided certain conditions are met.  EEA companies 
that have an Irish branch are required to submit only the company accounts to the Registrar of 
Companies. Irish companies that are subsidiaries of EEA companies and which are themselves 
parent companies need not produce consolidated accounts provided certain conditions are met.

There are similar provisions for subsidiaries of non-EEA companies.  In such cases the 
consolidated accounts of the EEA or non-EEA group must be submitted to the Registrar of 
Companies.

I have no plans to amend this disclosure regime in relation to specific sectors in the econo-
my, as this would be open to accusations of discrimination and, were it to be required generally 
in the economy, it could have implications in terms of business costs and attracting foreign 
direct investment.

30/04/2013WRL01150Job Creation Numbers

30/04/2013WRL01200275. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will confirm that 60 new and additional posts have been created to date through the micro-
enterprise loans fund; and if he will provide a breakdown of same on a county basis. [20105/13]

30/04/2013WRL01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Microfinance 
Ireland (MFI) began operating in October 2012.  For the period covering 1st October 2012 to 
31st March 2013, 44 microenterprises have been supported resulting in a total of 116 full time 
equivalent jobs supported.  Of these jobs supported 60 are in existing enterprises while the bal-
ance are new jobs.  I note there has been a significant increase in March in applications and I 
look forward to continued interest in the facility as its availability becomes better known.

The analysis of the breakdown of approvals by county is on page 6 of MFI’s progress report 
detailing the first 6 months of its operation which is now available on my Department’s website 
enterprise.gov.ie and is also published on MFI’s website microfinanceireland.ie.  It is my inten-
tion that reports of this nature will be published on a quarterly basis to ensure openness and 
transparency on the operation of this innovative scheme.

30/04/2013WRL01350Job Creation Numbers

30/04/2013WRL01400276. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the per-
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centage of new jobs that were created in 2012 and in Q1 2013 by Industrial Development 
Agency supported companies on a county basis. [20106/13]

30/04/2013WRL01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports on job gains and losses in companies that are supported by 
the enterprise development agencies.  Details of the number of new jobs created in IDA Ireland 
client companies in 2012, on a county by county basis, are set out in the attached tabular state-
ment.  As data is compiled on an annual basis, results for 2013 will not be available until year 
end.   

While reductions in overall employment figures were recorded in 2012, including a reduc-
tion in public sector numbers, there was a net increase of almost 12,000 in private sector em-
ployment over the year.  This growth was predominantly in the export-oriented sectors which 
are supported by the enterprise development agencies, as well as in tourism. 

The client companies of the enterprise development agencies under the aegis of my depart-
ment created almost 10,000 net jobs during 2012.  IDA Ireland client companies created 6,570 
new net jobs, the highest number of new jobs in a decade, while Enterprise Ireland client com-
panies created over 3,338 net new jobs. 

Table showing the number of new jobs created by IDA client companies in 2012 on a 
county by county basis.

County 2012
Carlow 116
Cavan 43
Clare 37
Cork 1,979
Donegal 186
Dublin 6,389
Galway 859
Kerry 74
Kildare 176
Kilkenny 180
Laois 2
Leitrim 1
Limerick 400
Louth 386
Mayo 126
Meath 68
Monaghan 3
Offaly 31
Roscommon 53
Sligo 149
Tipp North 0
Tipp South 10
Waterford 75
Westmeath 252
Wexford 111
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County 2012
Wicklow 60

30/04/2013WRL01550Action Plan for Jobs

30/04/2013WRL01600277. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
supports in place to offer follow-up support for new small business enterprises; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20264/13]

30/04/2013WRL01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Action 
Plan for Jobs 2013 contains a number of policy actions to assist the development of indigenous 
enterprise, including small businesses such as: 

  -  Increasing the number of businesses trading online for the first time, particularly small 
businesses;  

  -  Measures to improve access to finance;
  -  Driving entrepreneurship and start-up companies;
  -  Assisting indigenous businesses to grow – to include driving the implementation of a 

Global Sourcing Strategy targeting the procurement of an additional €500m of domestically 
sourced goods and services by FDI companies in Ireland.  This initiative is being driven by 
a joint senior management team from Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland; and

  -  Maximising access to Public Procurement opportunities for SMEs.
     The Enterprise Development Agencies of my Department, in particular Enterprise Ireland 

(EI) and the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs), provide a suite of programmes 
to assist companies to develop their enterprises and support both start up and established 
businesses.  All companies eligible for support from the Agencies have the same access to 
State services regardless of their location or status.  Further information on the supports 
available from EI and the CEBs are available on their websites www.enterprise-ireland.
com and www.enterpriseboards.ie   .While grant support is focussed in the main, on the 
manufacturing and internationally-traded sectors, for reasons of the potential for deadweight 
and displacement, many locally trading, established firms can avail of soft supports, such 
as mentoring and training, etc.  I would encourage all eligible enterprises to establish and 
maintain contact with Enterprise Ireland and/or the CEBs as appropriate.

     Since coming into office, this Government has demonstrated its determination to funda-
mentally address the challenge of supporting micro and small businesses.  For example, we 
have introduced the Microenterprise Loan Fund and the Credit Guarantee Scheme to assist 
both new and established businesses in gaining access to finance.  

  I am currently in the process of reforming the national micro and small business support 
infrastructure by dissolving the City and County Enterprise Boards and establishing new Local 
Enterprise Offices that will operate from within Local Authorities, but with clear oversight by 
Enterprise Ireland.  To this end, a new Microenterprise Division has been established within 
Enterprise Ireland and this will become the national Centre of Excellence for supporting micro 
and small businesses, benchmarked to international standards.  This fundamental reform offers 
the opportunity to revisit and refocus national policy in relation to the micro and small busi-
ness sector with a view to ensuring that the State supports are properly targeted at that sector 
and that the LEOs become a “First Stop Shop” for micro and small businesses for the range of 
supports available across the system. The LEOs will engage will all local businesses and will 
offer a range of soft supports to those that are locally trading with a viable business proposition, 
including help with applying for a Microfinance Loan.  They will also be well positioned to 
assist in the early identification of start-ups with the best potential to move into the Enterprise 
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Ireland client portfolio.

30/04/2013WRM00150Rent Supplement Scheme Expenditure

30/04/2013WRM00200278. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form the amount paid to private landlords through rent allowance for the 
years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; broken down by local authority; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19935/13]

30/04/2013WRM00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the 
Exchequer. There are currently over 86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Govern-
ment has provided over €403 million for 2013.  The Department does not maintain statistics of 
the amount of rent supplement paid by local authority area.  The total spend on rent supplement 
for the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and the estimate for 2013 are provided in the following tabular 
statement.  Details of the number of recipients of rent supplement by county at the end of 2010, 
2011, 2012 and end March 2013 are also provided in the tabular statement.

  Tabular Statement

Year Expenditure on Rent Supplement(‘000)
2010 €516,538
2011 €502,748
2012 (Provisional Outturn) €422,717
2013 (Estimate) €403,400

Tabular Statement

Number of Rent Supplement Recipients by County, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, (End March)

 - 2010 2011 2012 2013End March
Carlow       1,484     1,440     1,239 1,194
Cavan       1,029        843        519 513
Clare       1,937     1,961     1,722 1,701
Cork     10,988    10,732     9,878 9,664
Donegal       3,194     2,977     2,411 2,333
Dublin     33,818    34,423    32,584 32,114
Galway       4,829     4,615     4,134 4,151
Kerry       2,339     2,278     2,037 1,995
Kildare       4,409     4,447     4,338 4,420
Kilkenny       1,577     1,619     1,365 1,322
Laois       1,151     1,178     1,097 1,042
Leitrim         530        440        374 378
Limerick       3,896     3,833     3,323 3,252
Longford         715        623        511 522
Louth       2,563     2,734     2,549 2,509
Mayo       3,012     2,928     2,435 2,338
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 - 2010 2011 2012 2013End March
Meath       2,552     2,723     2,143 2,169
Monaghan         598        488        438 432
Offaly       1,273     1,349     1,240 1,225
Roscommon       1,276     1,275        997 943
Sligo         787        698        591 564
Tipperary       2,680     2,609     2,199 2,175
Waterford       2,332     2,098     1,773 1,689
Westmeath       1,623     1,671     1,592 1,590
Wexford       4,055     4,102     3,700 3,618
Wicklow       2,613     2,719     2,495 2,522
Total    97,260  96,803  87,684 86,375

30/04/2013WRM00350Money Advice and Budgeting Service Funding

30/04/2013WRM00400279. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the budget and head-
count for the Money Advice and Budgeting Service for 2013, 2014 and 2015. [20025/13]

30/04/2013WRM00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Money Advice and Budgeting 
Service ( MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, assists people who are 
over-indebted and need help and advice in coping with debt problems, in particular those on 
low incomes and people living on social welfare payments. 

In 2013, the Citizens Information Board  has been allocated a budget of approximately €47.5 
million of which some €19 million has been assigned to MABS.  The Board is responsible for 
ensuring that all appropriate governance arrangements are in place in relation to the expenditure 
of these public funds.  Budget allocations for 2014 and 2015 are not available.

The Money Advice and Budgeting Service is made up of a network of 53 companies, which 
includes 51 local companies and 2 national companies MABS National Development Limited 
and National Traveller MABS.   There are some 277 money advice staff employed across the 
MABS network.  Sanction has been given for the recruitment of 16 temporary additional staff 
to be assigned to MABS for up to two years, to establish an Approved Intermediary Service 
for the purposes of processing Debt Relief Notices as part of the arrangements under the new 
Insolvency Service.

30/04/2013WRM00550Tax Reliefs Cost

30/04/2013WRM00600280. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual cost to the 
Exchequer of reinstating the PRSI exemption. [20056/13]

30/04/2013WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Employee’s PRSI free allow-
ance, to which I presume the Deputy is referring, amounted to €127 per week (for those paying 
PRSI Class A, E and H) and €26 per week (for those paying PRSI Class B, C, and D).  The 
allowance was abolished as part of Budget 2014, with effect from 1 January 2013.    The PRSI 
free allowance was available to those with weekly earnings over €352 and who pay employee 
PRSI.  

The annual reduction in income to the Social Insurance Fund of reinstating the PRSI-Free 
Allowance would be €289m in a full year.
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30/04/2013WRM00750Death Certificates Issues

30/04/2013WRM00800281. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason parents can 
only receive a death certificate for a stillborn child if the baby weighed at least 500 grammes 
or had a gestational age of at least 24 weeks; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20129/13]

30/04/2013WRM00900282. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider al-
lowing parents to register a death of a stillborn child weighing less than 500 grammes or with 
a gestational age of less than 24 weeks in order that they can have a death certificate for their 
child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20130/13]

30/04/2013WRM01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
281 and 282 together.

Provision for the voluntary registration of stillbirths is contained in section 28 of the Civil 
Registration Act 2004. The definition of a “stillborn child” is contained in section 2(1) of that 
Act and provides that a stillborn child means a child who, at birth, weighs not less than 500 
grammes or has a gestational age of not less than 24 weeks.  In addition to either of these two 
criteria the child must show no sign of life.

Registration of stillbirths was first provided for in the Stillbirths Registration Act 1994. The 
definition of a stillbirth contained in that Act was carried forward to the 2004 Act. When the 
1994 Act was passed by the Oireachtas, detailed consideration was given as to what the most 
appropriate definition of a stillbirth should be. The position varies from country to country. 
Some countries use gestational age only, while others use weight, or a combination of both. 
The preferred criterion of the World Health Organisation is weight, as it is more objectively 
determined than gestational age. At the time, it was considered that the definition of a stillbirth 
should be as wide as possible, consistent with accepted medical norms, and it is on this basis 
that the criteria described above were decided upon.

It is very distressing for families trying to deal with tragic circumstances such as these.  
Should clarification be required in relation to the registration of births, deaths or still births the 
local registrar should be contacted.

30/04/2013WRM01050Social Welfare Code Issues

30/04/2013WRM01100283. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 365 of 23 April 2013, if she has considered instituting a communication 
procedure in the Courts Service which would allow her Department to immediately stop pay-
ments to those sentenced to custody, and avoid repeating the €2 million overpayments made to 
prisoners in 2011 and to also avoid the cost of clawing back overpayments. [20292/13]

30/04/2013WRM01200323. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 365 of 23 April 2013, if she is confident the response given is complete; and 
if she will confirm that no rent assistance or mortgage interest payments were made to prisoners 
in 2010 and 2011. [20293/13]

30/04/2013WRM01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
283 and 323 together.

As outlined in the previous reply referred to by the Deputy, in general a person that is de-
tained in prison is disqualified for payment throughout the period of detention subject to a small 
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number of limited exemptions. Included in the ‘other scheme’ category, there were two rent 
supplement overpayments recorded in 2011 as a result of a person being in prison.

In order to ensure that payments do not continue when a person is imprisoned, data-match-
ing between the Irish Prison Service (IPS) and this Department is undertaken.  This data is cur-
rently exchanged on a weekly basis and any social welfare claims in payment are stopped as 
soon as possible after the person is imprisoned.  In this manner, overpayments are minimised 
and the opportunity to continue to receive a payment while in prison is virtually eliminated.  

The data provided by the IPS relates to the date a person actually goes into prison, as op-
posed to a sentence date given in court, which may not always correspond to the date of entry 
into prison.  Therefore, I am happy that the data provided by the IPS is more appropriate for 
determining social welfare entitlement.

30/04/2013WRM01350Community Employment Schemes Funding

30/04/2013WRM01400284. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline the pay 
cuts experienced by community employment supervisors over the past four years. [19739/13]

30/04/2013WRM01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This department provides grant aid 
to Community Employment Schemes for the employment of supervisors.  There has been no 
reduction in the level of funding made available for these purposes in the past four years.  Previ-
ous adjustments in this grant aid related to pay increases covering Phase III (2.5%, March 2008) 
and Phase IV (2.5%, September 2008) of Towards 2016 in late 2008/early 2009 and backdated 
accordingly.

30/04/2013WRM01550Family Income Supplement Eligibility

30/04/2013WRM01600285. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will out-
line the procedures for appeals made on decisions regarding family income supplement; if she 
will clarify the procedure if there is a decrease in a family’s earnings following an initial deci-
sion on application or review; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19752/13]

30/04/2013WRM01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Family Income Supplement 
(FIS) payment is designed to provide cash income for employees with families who are on low 
earnings

Once the level of FIS payment is determined, it continues to be payable at that rate for a 
period of 52 weeks, provided that the person remains in full-time employment. The rate of pay-
ment may be increased if an additional child is born in the course of the 52 weeks.  However, 
the rate of payment will not change if there is an increase or decrease in the recipient’s income 
during this period.

When the 52 week period has expired, customers are invited to re-apply.  If at that stage they 
continue to satisfy the basic qualifying conditions their up-to-date family income is assessed for 
FIS purposes and a change in rate is then approved if appropriate. 

Customers have the right to appeal against any decision made on their FIS entitlement, 
if they are dissatisfied with it, to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office will arrange to have their case re-examined and they will be informed 
directly of the outcome.
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30/04/2013WRM01750One-Parent Family Payment Applications

30/04/2013WRM01800286. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to an applica-
tion for one parent family payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin, 
if she will confirm the deductions that will be made from the arrears payment; if an explana-
tion will be provided for any deductions made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19755/13]

30/04/2013WRM01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The application for one parent 
family payment from the person concerned was approved on 9 April 2013, backdated to 25 Oc-
tober 2012. While she awaited this claim to be processed, she received payments of maternity 
benefit totalling €1301.40 followed by supplementary welfare allowance payments totalling 
€1361.80. These monies were recovered from the arrears payment of €5132.50, leaving a bal-
ance due of €2469.30 which was issued to her on 18 April 2013.

30/04/2013WRM01950State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

30/04/2013WRM02000287. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection if he intends to review 
qualifying conditions when examining entitlement to State pension transition in respect of PRSI 
contributions paid by self-employed persons and if any alternative supports exist for those 
deemed ineligible owing to PRSI contributions not being taken into account; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19810/13]

30/04/2013WRM02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension (transition) ap-
plies for one year for persons age 65 who qualify for the scheme.  It will cease from 1 Janu-
ary 2014 and State pension age will be standardised at age 66.   Thereafter, pension age will 
increase to 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028.  These are part of the pension reform measures aimed at 
increasing the sustainability of the Irish pension system.    

In relation to the self-employed, people who pay class S PRSI contributions do not qualify 
for State pension (transition).   I have no plans to review or to change the qualifying conditions 
for this scheme.  

The State pension is a very valuable asset and it is important, therefore, that those who claim 
a State pension have paid sufficient PRSI contributions over a working life to benefit from State 
pension.   The recently published Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund found that 
self-employed persons enjoy greater value from the payment of social insurance than employed 
persons, in particular, due to the lower rate of PRSI paid.

30/04/2013WRM02150Disability Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRM02200288. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for disability allowance. 
[19825/13]

30/04/2013WRM02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of disability allowance, 
to the person concerned, was refused by a Deciding Officer following an assessment by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that he was medically unsuitable 
for disability allowance. An appeal was opened and in the context of that appeal his case was 
reviewed by a second Medical Assessor who also expressed the opinion that he was medically 
unsuitable. 
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I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that, in the light of this second medical 
opinion, the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Of-
ficer on the grounds of appeal have been sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRM02350Invalidity Pension Appeals

30/04/2013WRM02400289. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[19827/13]

30/04/2013WRM02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence has 
allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRM02550Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRM02600290. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on a review of domiciliary care allowance. 
[19840/13]

30/04/2013WRM02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received from the person concerned on 15 November 2012. This applica-
tion was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was 
not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on 8 February 2013 advising of the 
decision.  

The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision.  As part of the 
appeal process, the case was reviewed by a second Medical Assessor on 23 April 2013 who 
confirmed the opinion that the child was not medically eligible for the allowance. The file was 
forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 24 April 2013 for the appeal to be processed.

30/04/2013WRM02750Disability Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRM02800291. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Laois may expect a decision on their appeal for disability allowance. 
[19845/13]

30/04/2013WRM02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
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on 27 March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRM02950Illness Benefit Appeals

30/04/2013WRM03000292. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for illness benefit. [19847/13]

30/04/2013WRM03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence, 
including that adduced at oral hearing, disallowed the appeal of the person concerned who has 
been notified of the decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRM03150Invalidity Pension Appeals

30/04/2013WRM03200293. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[19848/13]

30/04/2013WRM03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all of the available evidence, 
has allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRM03350Invalidity Pension Appeals

30/04/2013WRM03400294. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for invalidity pension. 
[19850/13]

30/04/2013WRM03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14 March 
2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 19 April 2013 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRN00150Carer’s Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRN00200295. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for carer’s allowance. 
[19853/13]

30/04/2013WRN00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 1st December 
2011.  This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of 
the opinion that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance.  A letter 
issued on the 1st of October 2012 refusing the allowance and informing her of the reasons for 
it and of her right of review or appeal. No further correspondence has been received from the 
person in question.

30/04/2013WRN00350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRN00400296. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for carer’s allowance. 
[19855/13]

30/04/2013WRN00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 12  
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRN00550Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

30/04/2013WRN00600297. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 613 of 16 April 2013, and previous parliamentary questions, if she 
will clarify whether an entitlement to jobseeker’s allowance arises in respect of enforced un-
employment arising from school holidays in view of the fact that a person had previously been 
informed that they were not required to sign on if a full contribution is acknowledged in respect 
of the period in question; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19892/13]

30/04/2013WRN00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of this 
department there is no current application from the person mentioned in Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 613 of 16 April 2013 for jobseeker’s allowance. It is open to the person concerned to 
make an application at their local office in order to establish if an entitlement under this scheme 
exists.
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30/04/2013WRN00750Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRN00800298. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will issue on an appeal for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19898/13]

30/04/2013WRN00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned submitted 
an appeal in relation to domiciliary care allowance on the 14 December 2012.  As part of the 
appeal process, the case was forwarded to another of the Department’s Medical Assessors for 
further consideration.  Further information in support of the appeal was received in the De-
partment on the 24 April 2013 and this information has also been forwarded for review by the 
Medical Assessor.

Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined and for-
warded for consideration by the Appeals Office, if necessary.   

30/04/2013WRN00950Invalidity Pension Appeals

30/04/2013WRN01000299. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in respect of an appeal for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow;; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19900/13]

30/04/2013WRN01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the available evidence, has 
allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person con-
cerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRN01150Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRN01200300. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a review of a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19919/13]

30/04/2013WRN01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received on the 11th June 2012.  This application was referred to one of the 
Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible for the 
allowance.  A letter issued on the 23rd July 2012 advising of the decision.  

The person concerned requested a review of the decision and the case was forwarded to 
another of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found the child to be medically eligible for 
the allowance. The person concerned was notified of the decision on the 26th April 2013 and 
the first payment will issue on 21st May 2013. 

30/04/2013WRN01350Back to Work Allowance Payments

30/04/2013WRN01400301. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is pos-
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sible to have one year’s payments for a back to work allowance participant (details supplied) 
paid up front so that they will be able to finance a new start-up business; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19937/13]

30/04/2013WRN01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Back to Work Enterprise Allow-
ance (BTEA) is payable to customers receiving certain social welfare payments, including Job-
seeker’s Allowance, who would like to become self-employed.

The person concerned is currently in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance.  An application for 
BTEA from the person concerned has not been received to date.  

In order to qualify, an applicant must be:

-  Setting up a business that a Partnership Company has approved in writing in advance; and

-  Getting one of the qualifying payments for at least 12 months

There is no provision in the existing scheme to pay one year’s payment in advance.  The 
claimant is paid a portion of their previous social welfare entitlement for 2 years - 100% in Year 
1 and 75% in Year 2.  Payments are made on a weekly basis.

30/04/2013WRN01550Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRN01600302. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Secretary Gen-
eral of her Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish her 
diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19970/13]

30/04/2013WRN01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am informed by the Secretary 
General of the Department that she has no difficulty in doing this.

30/04/2013WRN01750Mortgage Arrears Proposals

30/04/2013WRN01800303. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection the professional qual-
ifications and requirements that are required by those assisting persons in mortgage arrears 
through the mortgage arrears resolution process; if she has considered including financial bro-
kers in the process; if she has met with the Professional Insurance Brokers Association regard-
ing the mortgage advisory service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19978/13]

30/04/2013WRN01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Mortgage Arrears Information 
and Advice Service was established to provide a comprehensive and coordinated approach to 
assist people in mortgage distress.

The approach differentiates between mortgage information and mortgage advice.  The first 
two elements involve the enhancement of the website www.keepingyourhome.ie and the estab-
lishment of a Mortgage Arrears Information Helpline within the Citizens Information Board 
both of which focus on the provision of comprehensive mortgage arrears information in par-
ticular to people in arrears or pre-arrears.

The third element of the service is the provision of independent financial advice to mortgage 
holders who are being presented with long term mortgage resolution proposals by their lenders.  
This advice is provided by a panel of accountants drawn from members of the main accoun-
tancy institutes in Ireland who have agreed to participate and support this independent service.  
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This panel is available on a county by county basis on the website www.keepingyourhome.ie.

When a lender is proposing longer-term mortgage resolutions, the lender advises the bor-
rower to obtain independent financial advice on the proposed arrangement and that, if the bor-
rower wishes to avail of this option, that the lender will pay €250 to an accountant of the bor-
rower’s choosing for the provision of this advice.  

The advisory framework has commenced with practising accountants because they already 
operate within a regulatory regime which includes qualitative oversight by their regulating bod-
ies and in these circumstances it was possible to establish the advisory framework for people 
with mortgage distress within a relatively short timeframe.

There is nothing to inhibit other financial intermediaries from continuing to give advice on 
mortgages as required by borrowers.  The advisory framework is being monitored on an on-
going basis and a full review of the service will be undertaken in June 2013.  The review will be 
undertaken to ensure that it is meeting its objectives and will encompass all aspects of the ser-
vice including if participation is extended to other interested parties, the criteria that would be 
required in terms of relevant qualifications, experience, independence, professional indemnity 
insurance, etc.  I have had no meetings on this issue with the Professional Insurance Brokers 
Association to date. However, all interested organisations will have an opportunity to input to 
the review of the service in due course.

30/04/2013WRN01950Invalidity Pension Appeals

30/04/2013WRN02000304. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in respect of an outstanding appeal for invalidity pension in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; when the matter will be brought to a conclusion; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19980/13]

30/04/2013WRN02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th 
September 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11th April 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRN02150Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRN02200305. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection the 
position regarding an application for a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19986/13]

30/04/2013WRN02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on 23 August 2012.  This ap-
plication was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on 28 September 2012 advising of 
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the decision not to allow the application.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal 
against this decision and she was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11 March 
2013 that the appeal was disallowed.

The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete.  If the person concerned 
has additional information which was not made available to the deciding and appeals officers 
when they made their decisions, or if circumstances have changed, it is open to her to re-apply 
for the allowance at any time.

30/04/2013WRN02350Employment Support Services

30/04/2013WRN02400306. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress that has 
been made in relation to Pathways to Work, in particular point 42 where her Department is 
examining the potential of contracting with the private sector as a means of complementing its 
own resources where required to deliver services and build up or access new skills and compe-
tencies in areas such as case management of clients, employer engagement and job-matching 
and placement; if any research been undertaken; if any private sector companies have been ap-
proached to provide such services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20001/13]

30/04/2013WRN02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Pathways to Work policy 
provides for more regular and on-going engagement with jobseekers to enable them to return to 
employment through the provision of the most appropriate support interventions. 

Much of the initial focus of the policy has been on the development and roll-out of Intreo 
- the new integrated employment activation and supports service model that was launched last 
October. The Intreo model involves an enhanced engagement process involving individual pro-
filing, group interviews and early one-to-one sessions between care managers and unemployed 
clients. The process also involves an accelerated claim decision process. All of these elements 
are being rolled out progressively across all offices. When all elements are in place in any one 
office, the office is rebranded as an Intreo office. To date, twelve full Intreo offices have now 
been opened and service performance has improved in all of these offices.  It is intended to open 
about 30 Intreo offices during 2013 and complete the rollout during 2014.

Enhanced engagement with employers at local level is also part of the new process and 
this is progressing well.  A dedicated Employer Engagement Unit has been established and an 
Employer Engagement Manager is available in each region to support and advise employers at 
each stage of the employment process including the advertisement of opportunities and sourc-
ing potential candidates from the Live Register.

The Department currently contracts with external providers for the delivery of both the Lo-
cal Employment Service (LES) and Job Clubs. These provide employment services, including 
career planning, CV preparation, engagement with employers and job search/matching assis-
tance etc. 

Following a procurement process, the Department engaged the Centre for Economic and 
Social Inclusion (Inclusion) in November 2012 to provide expert advice and assistance with 
the design and delivery of a commercial model for the contracted provision of employment 
services.  The Department is currently considering the Inclusion   report and any subsequent 
process of engagement with private providers will be undertaken in accordance with normal 
public procurement procedures.
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30/04/2013WRN02550Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

30/04/2013WRN02600307. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 586 of 16 April, 2013, if she will make available the file of data received 
from the Private Residential Tenancies Board, which she states do not give rise to data protec-
tion implications, but which presumably provide addresses, details of accommodation and rent 
costs. [20029/13]

30/04/2013WRN02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of the review of rent limits, 
the Department has received information from the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) 
from its register of tenancies. This data exchange is provided for by legislation under Section 
146 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and Section 261 of the Social Welfare Consolida-
tion Act 2005. The data snapshot provided contains details of registered tenancies and does not 
contain names of tenants or landlords. 

There are no data protection implications from the use of this information by this Depart-
ment. However, the data provided to the Department remains the property of the PRTB.  If the 
Deputy wishes to access such data he should contact the PRTB directly.

30/04/2013WRN02750Employment Support Services

30/04/2013WRN02800308. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the 
Clondalkin jobs club is being taken out of the area; the reason funding from FÁS for this service 
was withdrawn; if the funding and services are to be transferred to another organisation or loca-
tion via a transfer of undertakings and protection of employment; the reason the former worker 
at the jobs club has not received any payment for weeks worked prior to the termination of his 
employment; the reason FÁS did not provide enhanced redundancy to the worker in question 
as it has done in other similar situations; and her views on whether it is acceptable, in view of 
the level of unemployment in such an area as Clondalkin, for such an important service to be 
withdrawn from the area. [20052/13]

30/04/2013WRN02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has annual con-
tracts for the provision of job club services with over 40 companies. Each contract is reviewed 
on an annual basis. As part of the review process the Department undertakes a structured ap-
praisal of that provider’s performance with each element of provider performance being scored 
against a common rating scale used to assess all Job Clubs. Following an evaluation of Baw-
nogue Unemployed Group Limited, the Department did not believe that it could justify the 
renewal of the contract and notified Bawnogue Unemployment Group Ltd. of this decision in 
January 2013.  The annual contract with Bawnogue Unemployed Group Limited subsequently 
expired on 29 March 2013 but was fully funded by the Department up to that date. 

The Department is considering alternative arrangements for the provision of job club ser-
vices in the area and is currently delivering employment services in the area through the Local 
Employment Service (Bawnogue office) and the Department’s employment services office in 
Clondalkin.  

The question of the Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings Regulations does 
not appear to arise in this case as there is no transfer of an undertaking or a defined economic 
entity to carry on the activities previously provided by Bawnogue.  

With regard to salaries and redundancy payments, the Department is not the employer and 
therefore such matters are issues for the company itself to address. However, where a company/
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employer is unable to pay statutory redundancy to employees it is open to them to avail of the 
Department’s redundancy and insolvency payments’ scheme, details of which are available on 
the Department’s website.

The Department is committed to the provision of quality job club services and will continue 
to evaluate job clubs to ensure the funds disbursed to fund their services are properly and ef-
fectively discharged to provide effective services to jobseekers and to facilitate the continuous 
improvement of the service. 

30/04/2013WRN02950Social Insurance Yield

30/04/2013WRN03000309. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount that 
could be raised for the Exchequer by introducing a new employers PRSI rate of 15.75% on the 
portion of salary paid in excess of €100,000 per annum. [20075/13]

30/04/2013WRN03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The introduction of a new employ-
ers’ PRSI contribution rate of 15.75% on the portion of salary paid in excess of €100,000 is es-
timated to yield €91.5 million in additional funding in a full year for the Social Insurance Fund. 

30/04/2013WRN03150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRN03200310. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an appeal for carer’s allowance. 
[20078/13]

30/04/2013WRN03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 
12th February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. 
When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 311 withdrawn.

30/04/2013WRO00150Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRO00200312. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for domiciliary care allow-
ance. [20085/13]

30/04/2013WRO00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 13th March 2013.  This 
application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their medical 
opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will issue to the person concerned.
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It can take up to 8 weeks to process an application for DCA.

30/04/2013WRO00350Rent Supplement Scheme Appeals

30/04/2013WRO00400313. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
be made on an appeal for rent allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20115/13]

30/04/2013WRO00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRO00550Social Welfare Fraud

30/04/2013WRO00600314. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the savings 
that have been made within her Department for combating social welfare fraud; the proposals 
in place for combating social welfare fraud; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20125/13]

30/04/2013WRO00700331. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she is on course 
to target benefit fraud in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20342/13]

30/04/2013WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
314 and 331 together.

My Department recorded control savings of €669 million in 2012.  The savings target for 
2013 is €710 million, an increase of over €40m on 2012.

Control savings are used as a performance indicator for year-on-year activities and are an 
estimate of the value of the various control activities across the schemes in payment.  It is im-
portant to remember that control savings are not actual monies recovered by the Department 
but are a good indication of the increase in social welfare expenditure that would occur without 
these activities taking place.  Without this control work, social welfare expenditure would over 
time increase by this amount.  These activities also have a deterrent or knock-on effect, which 
are not readily quantifiable in monetary terms.

Controls are exercised at both the initial claim stage and at subsequent stages during the 
claim life cycle. Claims are reviewed on a regular and targeted basis. Means-tested payments 
are reviewed at certain intervals or when there are indications that changes in circumstances 
have not been reported to the Department. Those in receipt of illness payments are called for 
a medical examination by the Department’s medical assessors.  Customers in receipt of unem-
ployment payments are checked on a regular basis to verify continued compliance with such 
requirements as being available for and genuinely seeking employment.

Current measures to control fraud and abuse also include desk reviews of claim papers, 
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home visits, the issue of mail-shots to selected customers, database checking and data matching 
with other organisations.

In addition, the Department’s Special Investigation Unit focuses on planned and systematic 
control activity and projects.  The concentration is on those schemes and sectors where the inci-
dence of social welfare fraud is most pronounced.  It works in conjunction with other agencies 
to tackle social welfare fraud and abuse.

Furthermore INTREO, the integrated employment and support service currently being 
rolled out across the Department’s local office network, comprehensively seeks to activate and 
review customers, where up to now three separate agencies had this role.  Arising from this, a 
more integrated approach to fraud control can now be realised.

The roll out of the Public Service Card is also well under way. From the Department’s per-
spective, the PSC gives significant assurance as to the identity of the cardholder as it is a secure 
card and will considerably reduce the potential for forgery. 

I fully expect that my Department will achieve the 2013 control targets.

30/04/2013WRO00850Carer’s Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRO00900315. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20243/13]

30/04/2013WRO01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 22nd April 2013. 
The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

30/04/2013WRO01050Youth Guarantee

30/04/2013WRO01100316. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
an update on the introduction of a youth guarantee here; and the proposed pilot project in Bal-
lymun, Dublin. [20245/13]

30/04/2013WRO01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The EU Council Recommendation 
on a Youth Guarantee received political agreement at the EPSCO Council meeting on February 
28 and was formally adopted by the Council last week.

The Recommendation is that Member States should: Ensure that all young people under the 
age of 25 years receive a good-quality offer of employment, continued education, an appren-
ticeship or a traineeship within a period of four months of becoming unemployed or leaving 
formal education.

While it is recommended that the guarantee should be implemented as soon as possible, 
it is recognised that implementation will be more gradual in the Member States experiencing 
the most severe budgetary difficulties and higher rates of youth unemployment. The govern-
ment will now review the current range of youth employment policies in Ireland to assess what 
measures will need to be taken to commence the gradual implementation of the guarantee. This 
will include the identification of what would be the appropriate timescale for implementation in 
Ireland’s current employment and budgetary circumstances.
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The scale and nature of any additional measures required for the gradual implementation of 
a guarantee at national level will depend on the trend in youth unemployment, and in particular 
the number of young people likely to experience periods of unemployment of more than four 
months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome development that the official 
labour market figures published by the CSO recently indicated that the number of young unem-
ployed at the end of 2012, at 59,000, a reduction of almost 9,000 on the same time a year earlier.  
It is to be hoped that this is the beginning of a sustained downward movement in youth unem-
ployment as the economy recovers.  Even so, the implementation of a guarantee will, almost 
certainly, require an expansion in the range of opportunities currently on offer to young people 
in the form of further education and training, internships, subsidised private-sector recruitment, 
and supports for self-employment.

In this regard the State already provides a significant number of initiatives which are of 
relevance to young people and the Department of Social Protection took steps in Budget 2013 
to increase funding and places for schemes such as JobBridge, Community Employment, TÚS 
and a new state employment scheme in the local Government sector.  In total an additional 
10,000 places will be provided. Other relevant provision is made through the training and edu-
cation programmes delivered through FÁS and the further education sector.

The size and the timescale for any additional provision that is both desirable and feasible, 
over and above that outlined above, will be established over the coming months.

In this context, the Government intends to work with all relevant stakeholders to maximise 
the impact of a youth guarantee in Ireland. We have sought funding from the European Com-
mission for a proposed pilot Youth Guarantee Scheme (YGS) in the Ballymun area of north 
Dublin, and numerous organisations (e.g. IBEC, Ballymun Job Centre, National Youth Council 
of Ireland) have agreed to participate in this pilot. We are currently waiting to hear from the 
European Commission as to whether or not our application has been successful. We have been 
informed that a final decision on our application will be made by the end of June.

Subject to approval from the Commission, the proposed Ballymun YGS pilot will look to 
develop an activation approach tailored to the needs of young people.  It is intended that the 
Ballymun pilot YGS will, in respect of the target group of young people, guarantee access to 
career guidance/assistance leading to identification of an individual career plan for the young 
unemployed person with follow-through to training, education, work experience or full-time 
employment.  Depending on the needs of the young individual the steps in the career plan might 
include personal assessment, job search assistance, skills training, work experience internships, 
but the objective in all cases will be to lead the young person to employment placement or fur-
ther education or training. A particular focus of the pilot YGS will be to involve, and build links 
with, employers in the locality and the immediate hinterland in order to ensure that the guidance 
and training elements of the YGS are tailored to the needs of the local labour market and also to 
generate work placement/experience opportunities for the YGS participants.

30/04/2013WRO01250Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

30/04/2013WRO01300317. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the average waiting time 
in the past 12 months for a review, in line with the relevant social welfare legislation, to be car-
ried out by the chief appeals officer, of appeals already decided by appeals officers. [20248/13]

30/04/2013WRO01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that the information sought by the Deputy is not available.
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Processing times in relation to appeals are measured and reported by an ICT system in the 
Appeals Office. Reviews by the Chief Appeals Officer are not tracked on this system. When a 
review is requested, the files in question are recalled from the Department and, following the 
review, all papers are returned to the Department.

However I can confirm that the Chief Appeals Officer conducted 39 such reviews in the past 
year.

30/04/2013WRO01450Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

30/04/2013WRO01500318. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding the current social welfare entitlements in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dub-
lin 1; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20252/13]

30/04/2013WRO01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned submitted 
an application for jobseeker’s allowance on 8 April 2013. However, as she is currently em-
ployed 2 days per week with weekly assessable earnings of €218.44 which equates to weekly 
means of €107.00, her claim was disallowed on the basis that her weekly means exceeded that 
amount of jobseeker’s allowance that would have been payable to her. For a 21 year old person 
this is a maximum of €100.00 per week. The person concerned was advised of this decision on 
12 April 2013, and was also advised that she could consider re-applying after her 22nd birthday 
if her weekly earnings remained at their current level.

30/04/2013WRO01650Carer’s Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRO01700319. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20268/13]

30/04/2013WRO01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the department re-
ceived an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 17th January 
2012. The application is with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

30/04/2013WRO01850Disability Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRO01900320. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Social Protection when a disability allow-
ance application will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20269/13]

30/04/2013WRO02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 2 April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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30/04/2013WRO02050Social Welfare Payments

30/04/2013WRO02100321. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the numbers of persons 
in reciept of social welfare payments in a town (details supplied) in County Galway, between 
2007 and 2012, inclusive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20271/13]

30/04/2013WRO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is collated at county level only by my Department annually for inclusion in the Statis-
tical Information on Social Welfare Services report. The number of persons living in Galway 
County in receipt of a Social Welfare payment, where available, is listed by each category of 
payment in the attached tabular statement for the years 2007 to 2012.

Recipients of Social Welfare Payments in County Galway 2007 to 2012

Type Of 
Payment

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

State 
Pension 
(Non-Con-
tributory)

7,900 7,896 7,811 7,768 7,692 7,632

State Pen-
sion (Con-
tributory)

8,469 9,059 9,657 10,351 11,183 12,043

State Pen-
sion (Tran-
sition)

297 286 328 444 530 571

Widow, 
Widower’s 
or Surviv-
ing Civil 
Partner’s 
(Contribu-
tory) Pen-
sion

4,740 4,796 4,852 4,972 5,031 5,141

Death 
Benefit

16 15 13 13 13 16

Jobseek-
er’s Allow-
ance(1)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 14,201 14,365

One Parent 
Family 
Payment

3,102 3,483 3,397 3,604 2,971 3,126

Widow, 
Widower’s 
or Surviv-
ing Civil 
Partner’s 
Non-Con-
tributory 
Pension

175 160 146 141 147 142
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Type Of 
Payment

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Deserted 
Wife’s Al-
lowance

40 34 32 27 25 20

Supple-
mentary 
Welfare 
Allowance

1,750 2,490 3,037 2,446 2,153 1,995

Farm As-
sist

781 782 954 1,133 1,137 1,112

Pre-Re-
tirement 
Allowance

451 385 333 265 208 162

Jobseek-
er’s Ben-
efit(1)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 4,510 3,970

Deserted 
Wife’s 
Benefit

276 263 251 247 240 235

Maternity 
Benefit

1,191 1,283 1,212 1,245 1,346 1,291

Health 
and Safety 
Benefit

3 7 4 6 2 4

Back to 
Education

534 625 1,214 1,563 1,749 1,585

Back to 
Work Al-
lowance

403 191 101 41 5 2

Back to 
Work 
Enterprise 
Allowance

206 382 365 527 711 747

Part-Time 
Job Incen-
tive

11 10 8 8 9 11

Communi-
ty Employ-
ment Pro-
gramme(2)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 1,513

Tús - 
Commu-
nity Work 
Placement 
Scheme(3)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 227

Rural 
Social 
Scheme(4)

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 281
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Type Of 
Payment

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Disability 
Allowance

5,347 5,683 5,859 5,967 6,085 5,920

Blind Pen-
sion

83 78 77 80 82 83

Carer’s Al-
lowance

2,236 2,709 2,958 3,071 3,104 3,098

Domicili-
ary Care 
Allowance

N/Avail N/Avail N/Avail 1,315 1,359 1,328

Type Of 
Payment

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Illness 
Benefit

2,623 2,793 2,946 3,152 2,901 2,642

Interim 
Illness 
Benefit

20 38 22 14 12 27

Injury 
Benefit

51 42 32 41 27 32

Invalidity 
Pension

1,724 1,733 1,770 1,727 1,723 1,767

Disable-
ment 
Benefit

582 614 640 649 651 654

Carer’ 
Benefit

179 188 148 106 102 121

Fam-
ily Income 
Supple-
ment

1,018 1,310 1,196 1,343 1,360 1,535

Guardian’s 
Payment 
(Non-Con-
tributory)

18 14 18 3 17 14

Guardian’s 
Payment 
(Contribu-
tory)

19 18 24 23 28 30

Child Ben-
efit

29,726 30,565 30,943 30,320 30,624 31,121

Live Register in county Galway 2007 to 2012

Galway 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Live Reg-
ister

9,755 16,479 22,722 23,099 22,588 22,081

(1)  Numbers of recipient of jobseeker’s allowance and jobseeker’s benefit are not available 
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prior to 2010.

(2)  Responsibility for the expenditure in relation to FÁS Employment and Community 
Schemes transferred to the Department in January 2011 and information prior to 2011 is not 
available.

(3)  Tús commenced in early 2011

(4)  Rural Social Scheme transferred to the Department of Social Protection in September, 
2010.

30/04/2013WRO02250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRO02300322. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
refusal of a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20272/13]

30/04/2013WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 26 Febru-
ary 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental pa-
pers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 4 April 2013 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 323 answered with Question No. 283.

30/04/2013WRO02550Invalidity Pension Appeals

30/04/2013WRO02600324. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection when a 
person (details supplied) in County Monaghan may expect a decision on an invalidity pension 
application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20308/13]

30/04/2013WRO02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 2 April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRO02750Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

30/04/2013WRO02800325. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review of the 
rent allowance is taking place for Meath; when the review will be finalised; when the new caps 
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will be announced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20312/13]

30/04/2013WRO02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the 
Exchequer. There are currently over 86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Govern-
ment has provided over €403 million for 2013.

It is essential that State support for rents are kept under review and do not distort the market 
in a way that could increase rent prices for others, such as low paid workers and students. 

I have previously committed to a review of maximum rent limits by June. However, I am 
pleased to say that the review will be finished by the end of May, with new rent limits in place 
in early June. The review includes an analysis of the private rental market in Co. Meath.

30/04/2013WRO02950Free Travel Scheme Administration

30/04/2013WRO03000326. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection her views re-
garding the free travel pass (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20314/13]

30/04/2013WRO03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are currently in excess of 
745,000 customers eligible for free travel and when spousal and companion passes are taken 
into account, there are over 1.1 million customers with some free travel eligibility.  Expenditure 
on this scheme was frozen at 2010 levels by the previous Government. Expenditure for the free 
travel scheme in 2013 is set at €77 million.

The free travel scheme is currently available to all people living in the State aged 66 years 
or over, to carers and to customers under 66 who are in receipt of certain disability type pay-
ments.  The scheme permits customers to travel for free on most CIE public transport services, 
DART, LUAS and a range of services offered by up to 90 private operators in various parts of 
the country. 

I have no plans to change the current qualifying criteria for the scheme. However, given 
the increasing number of recipients and the funding pressures, my Department along with rep-
resentatives from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the National Transport Authority has been tasked to review the 
free travel scheme. The work of this group is expected to conclude mid-2013.

The purpose of this review is to examine and report on the current operation and future de-
velopment of the free travel scheme including how the scheme is funded.

30/04/2013WRO03150Household Benefits

30/04/2013WRO03200327. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the proposed 
communications licence will be covered under the household benefits package when it replaces 
the television licence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20323/13]

30/04/2013WRO03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The household benefits package 
comprises the electricity/gas allowance, the telephone allowance and the free television licence.  
In 2013, my Department will spend an estimated €284 million on this scheme, providing some 
410,000 customers with a package worth almost €700 per year. The estimated expenditure on 
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the television licence element of the household benefits package for 2013 is €59 million.

The introduction of a household broadcasting charge in place of the current television li-
cence funding regime is being considered by the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources.  No decisions have been made at this time in relation to the household ben-
efits package.

30/04/2013WRO03350Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRO03400328. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal for 
jobseeker’s allowance will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20331/13]

30/04/2013WRO03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
27 March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

30/04/2013WRP00100Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRP00200329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in the determination of an application for jobseeker’s allowance in the case of 
a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20332/13]

30/04/2013WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance appli-
cation of the person concerned was disallowed on 26 April 2013 as he failed to provide docu-
mentary evidence to show that his means are less than the weekly rate of jobseeker’s allowance 
appropriate to his circumstances. He also failed to provide documentation to establish if he 
satisfies the habitual residency condition.   

The person concerned has been advised of his right to appeal the decision to the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office.

30/04/2013WRP00400Child Care Services Provision

30/04/2013WRP00500330. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the measures that 
will be put in place to assist lone parents who do not get one of the 6,000 child care places made 
available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20338/13]

30/04/2013WRP00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In December, 2012, I announced, 
along with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, a new pilot after-school child care 
scheme that will be funded from the transfer of savings from my Department as part of Budget 
2013.  The new pilot scheme will provide 6,000 after-school child care places and will cost €14 
million.  
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The first pilot phase of the scheme commenced on 29 April, 2013 with 500 subsidised 
after-school child care places becoming available in seven designated Intreo and social welfare 
offices. The pilot will enable my Department to review the effectiveness of the scheme for its 
continued roll-out to the full 6,000 places by September, 2013.

The availability of these new child care places is a positive measure for lone parents and 
builds on my pledge to work to address the child care needs of lone parents as part of the re-
forms of the OFP scheme.  It   represents a further step in the Government’s long-term commit-
ment to building a first-rate child care system for all families.

In addition to the 6,000 places available in this new initiative, lone parents are eligible to 
apply for the existing D/CYA childcare schemes. The D/CYA currently administer the Com-
munity Childcare Subvention (CCS) and the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) 
schemes, through which child care is provided to some 40,000 children of low-income parents 
at reduced rates, as well as the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) programme, which is availed of by some 65,000 children every year.  

Question No. 331 answered with Question No. 314.

30/04/2013WRP00800Job Assist Scheme

30/04/2013WRP00900332. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number of Job-
Bridge placements that have commenced nationally; the number of placements that have com-
menced in County Tipperary; the number of placements currently ongoing in County Tipperary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20344/13]

30/04/2013WRP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As of 25 April 2013, 16,791 peo-
ple had commenced JobBridge internships,   6,030 participants were participating on JobBridge 
internships and 2,443 internship opportunities were advertised on the JobBridge website.

As of the same date, there were 532 internships in County Tipperary since JobBridge com-
menced on 1 July 2011, of which 199 are currently ongoing, and there were 43 internship op-
portunities in County Tipperary advertised on the JobBridge website.

The Department has recently received an independent report on the scheme from Indecon 
Economic consultants and I expect to publish the report on 1 May. 

30/04/2013WRP01100Free Travel Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRP01200333. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if free travel 
passes will issue in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20345/13]

30/04/2013WRP01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is not clear as to why the Deputy 
is querying these cases as free travel has been awarded in both instances for some considerable 
time. In the case of the first individual, a free travel pass was awarded on 31 May 2002; the 
second individual was awarded the free travel pass on 12 January 2004.

30/04/2013WRP01400Asylum Support Services

30/04/2013WRP01500334. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Social Protection the legislative basis for 
payments to asylum seekers in direct provision accommodation; the effect on these payments, 
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if any, of the Social Welfare and Pensions (No.2) Act 2009, which precludes asylum seekers 
from being granted habitual residency status; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20353/13]

30/04/2013WRP01600336. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection the legislative ground-
ing for her Department’s funding of payments made to asylum seekers in direct provision cen-
tres; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20361/13]

30/04/2013WRP01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
334 and 336 together.

Since April 2000 the needs of asylum seekers are catered for under the direct provision sys-
tem operated by the Reception and Integration Agency of the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity. Under the system asylum seekers are provided with full board accommodation and other 
facilities such as laundry services and access to leisure areas.  To take account of the services 
provided, a direct provision allowance of €19.10 per adult per week and €9.60 per child per 
week is payable in respect of any personal requisites required.

Following the introduction of the statutory habitual residence condition in May 2004 and 
subsequent legislation, asylum seekers are not entitled to receive most social welfare payments. 
The payment of the weekly direct provision allowance is made on an administrative basis by 
this Department on behalf of the Department of Justice and Equality.        

It continues to be open to any asylum seeker to seek assistance for a particular once-off need 
by way of an exceptional needs payment under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme as 
contained in Section 201 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005. There is no automatic 
entitlement to an exceptional needs payment as each application is determined based on the 
particular circumstances of the case.

30/04/2013WRP01800Invalidity Pension Applications

30/04/2013WRP01900335. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
invalidity pension will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the 
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20358/13]

30/04/2013WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
on 3 April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.  

  Question No. 336 answered with Question No. 334.

30/04/2013WRP02200Carer’s Allowance Applications

30/04/2013WRP02300337. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person in (details supplied) County 
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Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20371/13]

30/04/2013WRP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person in question is caring 
for 2 people. I confirm that the department received applications for carer’s allowance from the 
person in question on the 25th May 2012. The person concerned was refused carers allowance 
on the grounds that the care recipients are not so disabled as to require full time care and atten-
tion as prescribed in regulations. She was notified of this decision and the reason for it.  Addi-
tional medical evidence was received and forwarded to the Department’s medical assessor for 
consideration. However, this information did not alter the opinion of the medical assessor and 
the decision remained unchanged. The person in question appealed this decision and submitted 
additional medical evidence in support of the application on the 22nd of February 2013. This 
additional information was forwarded to the Department’s medical assessor for consideration.  
The additional medical evidence has been looked at by a medical assessor and the application 
is currently with a deciding officer for a decision. Once processed, the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome. 

30/04/2013WRP02500Community Employment Schemes Review

30/04/2013WRP02600338. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the report, Use of Community Employment Places in Community Child-
care by Childcare Committees Ireland 2013, which concluded that current community employ-
ment schemes are not fit for purpose for community child care services due to scheme pay-
ment changes, insufficient financial rewards, high cost of child care and transport, four to eight 
months vacancy of posts and a 28% vacancy rate; the way she intends to reverse the current 
downward trend of the sustainability of these community employment schemes due to these 
changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20391/13]

30/04/2013WRP02700339. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to 
speak with the Childcare Committee Ireland in relation to their report entitled, Use of Com-
munity Employment Places in Community Childcare 2013, and if she will introduce revised 
arrangements that address the issues of child care costs, adequate and sufficient training op-
portunities, quality of CE scheme since changes, suitability of applicants and broadening the 
qualification to include unemployed youth under 25 years of age, Garda vetting delays, scheme 
eligibility issues, scheme payment issues, insufficient rewards and re-entry in social welfare 
system concerns; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20392/13]

30/04/2013WRP02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
338 and 339  together.

Officials from the Department have met with the Childcare Committee Ireland (CCI) in 
relation to their Report and in relation to the Department’s proposed changes to improve the 
quality of training provision and work experience for CE participants who wish to pursue a 
career in childcare. These changes include a review of the entry requirements to ensure suitable 
applicants with an interest and commitment to a career in childcare get the opportunity to gain 
valuable qualifications in the childcare sector. This will promote a career progression path and 
support the structure for CE workers in Early Services.

These improvements will provide a more tailored and valuable support to the provision of 
community childcare and achieve greater coherence between participation on CE and the job 
market. The Childcare Committee Ireland has broadly welcomed these improvements.

It should be noted that the Department of Children and Youth Affairs is responsible for the 
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quality of childcare provision and the Department supports this through the provision of child-
care places on CE. The Department is committed to best practice in recruitment and selection 
procedures which includes Garda vetting.  I am aware of the increase in the time taken to pro-
cess applications in recent months this matter has been drawn to the attention of the department 
concerned and the Garda Central Vetting Unit.

The Department of Social Protection is improving the provision of training and work expe-
rience for participants on CE overall. These improvements reflect the findings of a number of 
recent reviews – the “CE Financial Review of Schemes” (2012) and the “Review of the Depart-
ment of Social Protection Employment Support Schemes” (2012).  In response, the Department 
is planning a number of improvements which will provide a clear progression path and a struc-
ture for CE participants.  There are no plans to extend the eligibility criterion relating to age at 
entry to 21 years.  

The Department will continue to review schemes to ensure that there are adequate supports 
available to assist jobseekers and other disadvantaged groups and that the maximum utilisation 
and value is gained from Community Employment participation.

30/04/2013WRP02900Special Areas of Conservation Designation

30/04/2013WRP03000340. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a bog 
(details supplied) in County Westmeath is designated as either a natural heritage site or a special 
area of conservation; and if it will qualify for compensation. [19806/13]

30/04/2013WRP03100342. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gael-
tacht with regard to the 75 raised bogs which are designated national heritage areas, if he will 
assure the turf cutters that there will be no restrictions on cutting turf next year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19945/13]

30/04/2013WRP03200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan):  I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 340 and 342 together.

In May 2010, the then Government decided that turf-cutting should come to an end on all 
raised bog NHAs, at the end of 2013. The Programme for Government undertook to review the 
situation with regard to NHAs and the future of turf-cutting on such sites is being considered 
as part of that review. The review is currently underway and I hope will be completed by the 
autumn.

I intend for this review to bring clarity in regard to the future of turf-cutting on each of 
these sites. Turf-cutting on NHAs is an issue that has been raised by the EU Commission in its 
infringement proceedings against Ireland. 

The bog referred to by the Deputy is designated as Lough Garr Natural Heritage Area by 
Statutory Instrument (S.I. No. 605 of 2003) and includes the townlands of Cappagh, Corry-
donnellan and Joanstown in County Westmeath.  My Department’s Cessation of Turf Cutting 
Compensation Scheme is available only in respect of raised bog Special Areas of Conservation.   

30/04/2013WRP03300Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Issues

30/04/2013WRP03400341. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
a letter of offer under the turf compensation scheme will be issued (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19897/13]
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30/04/2013WRP03500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The indi-
vidual referred to in the Deputy’s Question applied to sell his interest in land within a site desig-
nated as a special area of conservation, under the voluntary bog purchase scheme administered 
by my Department. 

Following a review of the purchase file and inspection of the lands subject of this applica-
tion, a letter of offer has recently issued to the applicant’s solicitor.  When contracts for sale are 
received, they will be forwarded to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office with a view to proceeding 
with the purchase.

Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 340.

30/04/2013WRP03700Languages Programme

30/04/2013WRP03800343. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
engage with the Northern Ireland Executive and the Scottish Government to develop a Gaeilge-
Ulster Scots language tourism product; his views in this respect on Ulster-Scots culture in North 
America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19947/13]

30/04/2013WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): As I indicated in my response to Dáil question number 15 on 13 March 2013, 
my Department is actively engaged in language promotion with the Northern Ireland Executive 
and the Scottish Government, particularly through the provision of funding and support for the 
work of the two agencies of An Foras Teanga, the Ulster-Scots Agency and Foras na Gaeilge.   
As previously outlined, one of the key priorities identified by the Ulster-Scots Agency for 2013 
is to develop strategic national and international engagements with Scotland and with North 
America in order to widen access to, and appreciation of, Ulster-Scots culture and heritage.  

I understand that the Ulster-Scots Agency has recently been in contact with Scottish MPs at 
Westminster with some very encouraging feedback and the Agency is now working to devel-
op a framework for east-west activities, including for example, an educational exchange with 
councils in Ayrshire. In addition, it is envisaged that the Agency will bring a paper on east-west 
relations for consideration by the North South Ministerial Council later in the year. 

The Ulster-Scots Agency already undertakes some activities in regard to promotion of Ul-
ster-Scots in North America, including attendance at large-scale events like the Stone Mountain 
Highland Games in Atlanta, Georgia. The Agency will sponsor a New York tour of the play, 
“The Boat Factory” in June 2013, in conjunction with Tourism Ireland.

I should refer the Deputy again to the work of Colmcille, a partnership programme be-
tween Foras na Gaeilge and Bòrd na Gàidhlig to promote the use of Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
within Ireland and Scotland and also between the two countries. Through its work programme, 
Colmcille seeks to foster understanding of the diverse culture of the Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
communities and to encourage debate on common concerns with regard to social, cultural and 
economic issues with a view to building self-confidence within the respective language com-
munities. In 2011, Colmcille launched Slí Cholmcille, a major heritage and cultural tourism 
trail linking sites in Ireland and Scotland.    Further information is available at www.ulsterscot-
sagency.com and at www.forasnagaeilge.ie.    

30/04/2013WRP04000Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRP04100344. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will 



30 April 2013

461

publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19958/13]

30/04/2013WRP04200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I have no 
principled objection to the publication of the Secretary General’s diary on my Department’s 
website, subject to any necessary redactions for confidentiality reasons. A considerable amount 
of information relating to the administration of my Department is currently published on the 
website and I would also point out that the diary and other relevant records are already available 
through the FOI process. However, arrangements will now be made to have the diary published 
on a quarterly basis.

30/04/2013WRP04300Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Relocation Options

30/04/2013WRP04400345. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress that has been made in finding a relocation option for turf cutters on Coolrain bog, 
County Laois. [20362/13]

30/04/2013WRP04500346. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
option of co-location of turf cutters and the special areas of conservation has been considered 
on Coolrain bog, County Laois. [20363/13]

30/04/2013WRP04600347. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress that has been made with putting in place the plan for the 53 special areas of conserva-
tion; and the bogs for which it is proving difficult to find a solution. [20364/13]

30/04/2013WRP04700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose  to 
take Questions Nos. 345 to 347, inclusive, together.

In April 2012, I secured the agreement of Commissioner Potocnik to the development of a 
National Raised Bog Special Area of Conservation Management Plan. This was in keeping with 
the recommendations of Justice Quirke following the Peatlands Forum and with the motion 
agreed unanimously by Dáil Éireann on 7 March.

My Department has now engaged a team of specialists who are undertaking the necessary 
scientific work to underpin the National Plan and to inform the future restoration and manage-
ment of each of the SACs. This work is being overseen by an independent steering group with 
input from the Peatlands Council. Draft proposals for each of the sites will be discussed with 
affected parties as part of this process. 

The detailed exploration of relocation sites is a key element in progressing the National 
Plan. In collaboration with the Peatlands Council, and with the assistance of Bord na Móna, my 
Department is actively engaging with turf cutting communities to consider how relocation can 
be progressed. 

The aim of my Department is to facilitate, as far as possible, those qualifying cutters who 
wish to continue to cut turf by putting in place relocation sites for as many cutters as possible 
in the shortest possible time. Given the complexities of the process it can take time to resolve 
all issues to finality even as new sites come on stream. The provision of financial payments or 
deliveries of turf is available to those awaiting relocation. My officials will continue to work 
with local groups on these issues within the principles of the relocation scheme.

Arrangements for the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs have been made for 
groups from Clara Bog in County Offaly and from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh 
Bog in County Galway. 



Questions - Written Answers

462

My Department also envisages that qualifying turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog will be 
able to commence cutting in the relocation site during this turf cutting season provided that final 
agreement is reached with relevant cutters.

Of the remaining 49 raised bog SACs, potential relocation sites have been identified for a 
further 32 bogs and work is ongoing on identifying and investigating sites. Relocation is un-
likely to be required, or is likely to be small-scale, for another 16 raised bog special areas of 
conservation.

Bord na Móna undertook a preliminary assessment of a potential relocation site for turf 
cutters on Coolrain Bog Special Area of Conservation on behalf of my Department. On the 
basis of this assessment, Bord na Móna has undertaken a stratigraphy assessment of this site in 
order to get a better indication of the quality and quantity of peat there. The stratigraphy report 
has recently been received by my Department. Officials from my Department will contact turf 
cutter representatives from Coolrain Bog shortly with a view to discussing the report and other 
relevant issues. 

A payment of €1,500, index-linked, or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum is avail-
able under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to applicants from Coolrain Bog 
while awaiting relocation to a non-designated bog. 

The continuation of cutting on parts of any raised bog SAC,  such as Coolrain, may only be 
considered within the strict parameters of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, which prescribe 
the circumstances under which potentially damaging activities can be consented to. In the con-
text of the National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan, it may be possible to bring some flex-
ibility, within the terms of the Habitats Directive, that could allow limited cutting within a small 
number of sites, if there are no alternatives. 

I am determined that, in collaboration with the Peatlands Council and local turf-cutting 
communities, substantial progress will be made on the plan over the coming months. My De-
partment has stepped up contact with turf-cutting groups to seek long-term solutions to the 
issues for their particular bogs, in compliance with EU and national law. I hope that the Plan 
can be completed by November, in time to submit an application to the European Commission 
under Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, if required, prior to the 2014 cutting season. 

However, the engagement and agreement of turf-cutting communities to its proposed ap-
proaches will be essential to meeting this timeline, and to unlocking the potential flexibility it 
offers.

30/04/2013WRQ00150Special Areas of Conservation Appeals

30/04/2013WRQ00200348. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
an SAC appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) will take place; the reason for the delay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20381/13]

30/04/2013WRQ00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I understand 
that the appellant in question is one of a number for this site who have already opted for a Stage 
2 formal hearing of their case before the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory Board. However, 
there are another three objections on this site still being processed through Stage 1 of the ap-
peals process. I expect these stage 1 appeals to be finalised shortly and the Board will then be in 
a position to commence the formal appeals process in relation to all Stage 2 appeals.
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30/04/2013WRQ00350An Choimisiúin Logainmneacha

30/04/2013WRQ00400349. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cé mhéid folúntas atá sa Bhrainse Logainmneacha faoi láthair; cén grád iad; agus an 
bhfuil sé i gceist aige na folúntais a líonadh. [20396/13]

30/04/2013WRQ00500350. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cad é an loighic atá taobh thiar den chinneadh Coiste Logainmneacha seachas Coimisiún 
Logainmneacha a bheith ann amach anseo; cathain a ainmneofar an coiste; agus cad iad go 
díreach dualgais an choiste seo. [20397/13]

30/04/2013WRQ00600351. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cad é costas reatha an Bhrainse Logainmneacha agus an Choimisiúin Logainmneacha le 
haghaidh gach bliain le 5 bliana anuas; agus cad iad na costais thuartha don bhliain seo, 2013. 
[20398/13]

30/04/2013WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinlay): Tógfaidh mé ceisteanna 349, 350 agus 351 le chéile.

Tháinig deireadh le téarma oifige an Choimisiúin Logainmneacha ar an 11 Deireadh Fóm-
hair 2012. Faoi réir chinneadh an Rialtais i dtaca le Plean an Rialtais um Athchóiriú na Seirb-
híse Poiblí, socraíodh go dtiocfadh coiste saineolaithe, a d’fheidhmeodh ar bhonn pro bono  , 
in áit an Choimisiúin Logainmneacha, agus go ndéanfaí an obair go príomha ar líne. Beidh idir 
seachtar agus deichniúr le ceapadh mar bhaill den Choiste Logainmneacha, i gcomparáid leis 
an seachtar ball déag a bhí ar an gCoimisiún roimhe seo. Tá sé ar intinn agam baill an Choiste 
Logainmneacha a cheapadh go luath.

Ach an oiread leis an gCoimisiún Logainmneacha, is é an príomhdhualgas a bheidh ar an 
gCoiste Logainmneacha scrúdú a dhéanamh ar logainmneacha na hÉireann mar a shainítear iad 
sin in alt 31 d’Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla, 2003 chun leaganacha Gaeilge na logainmneacha 
sin a dhearbhú faoi réir alt 32 den Alt.

Íocadh na táillí seo a leanas (gan costais taistil agus chothaithe san áireamh) le baill an Choi-
misiúin Logainmneacha ón mbliain 2008 i leith:

Bliain 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Iomlán na 
dtáillí

€16,520 €8,820 €24,780 €22,260 €8,680

Is foireann de chuid na Roinne Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta iad foireann an 
Bhrainse Logainmneacha agus áirítear a gcostas siúd mar chuid d’ollchostais foirne na Roinne.

Mar atá curtha in iúl agam don Teach cheana mar fhreagra ar cheisteanna 159 agus 160 ar 
18 Aibreán 2013, tar éis don Phríomhoifigeach Logainmneacha scor óna phost ar na mallaibh, 
ceapadh Príomhoifigeach Cúnta i mo Roinn chun déileáil le réimse gníomhaíochtaí ó thaobh na 
Gaeilge de, lena n-áirítear na feidhmeanna a bhíodh ag an bPríomhoifigeach Logainmneacha. 
Faoi láthair, tá beirt Ardoifigeach Logainmneacha agus Oifigeach Logainmneacha amháin fos-
taithe sa Roinn agus iad ag plé le clár oibre ar leith. Níl aon phlean ann an líon oifigeach seo a 
laghdú amach anseo. Mar a thuigfidh an Teachta, tá mo Roinn ag feidhmiú faoi réir an choisc 
ar earcaíocht san earnáil phoiblí.
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30/04/2013WRQ00750Energy Prices

30/04/2013WRQ00800352. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will identify some of the measures being taken to promote cost reductions 
for small and medium enterprises, particularly on energy costs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19762/13]

30/04/2013WRQ00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the retail electricity and gas markets is a matter for the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory body. Prices in 
the electricity and gas retail markets are fully deregulated. Business customers can therefore 
avail of competitive offerings from suppliers. Prices set by the suppliers are commercial and 
operational matters for them. I have no statutory function in the setting of electricity or gas 
prices.

Electricity and gas costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global gas 
and oil prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density. Global gas and oil prices are by far the most 
significant factor in the case of Ireland. Prices have risen sharply since the start of 2011 driven 
by events in the Middle East, North Africa and Japan and demand from China and India. Ireland 
is at the mercy of international fossil fuel prices which dictate the retail price of electricity.

At a national level, the competitive energy market in place helps put downward pressure 
on prices.  In addition, we must focus on all possible additional actions to mitigate costs for 
business and domestic customers, including rigorous regulatory scrutiny of the network costs 
component of retail prices.

I am committed to working with enterprise and with the energy sector to ensure that the 
costs of energy are as competitive as possible. In this context, promotion of energy efficiency 
measures is an area within our control where action can be taken to reduce energy costs.

Energy efficiency represents an opportunity for businesses to reduce their energy costs and 
improve their competitiveness.  There are energy efficiency measures in place for SMEs.  The 
Energy Efficiency Fund, which I announced in February, will assist energy efficiency projects 
in the public and commercial sectors, including SMEs. Another support is the SME programme 
administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), under the Better Energy 
in Business programme.  It helps 2,000 businesses improve their energy efficiency and com-
petitiveness.

Promotion of indigenous sustainable sources of energy will help offset the impact of vola-
tile fossil fuel prices. The Government has a target of 40% of electricity being generated from 
renewable sources envisaged by 2020. Good progress has been made in meeting this target and 
its realisation will introduce more certainty in the energy fuel mix as well as boosting security 
of supply.

The latest analysis of Eurostat data on electricity and gas prices is presented in SEAI’s pub-
lished report on electricity and gas prices for the period January to June 2012 and is publicly 
available.

30/04/2013WRQ00950Broadcasting Legislation

30/04/2013WRQ01000353. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if there has been any further progress on the broadcasting charge; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20435/13]
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30/04/2013WRQ01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Programme for Government commits to examining the role and collection of the TV li-
cence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of technologies and to transforming 
the TV licence into a household based Public Broadcasting Charge to be applied to all eligible 
households and applicable businesses, regardless of the device used to access content or ser-
vices.  In line with this commitment, my Department is involved in the ongoing analysis and 
policy development work that is necessary in advance of the implementation of any changes 
that may be required.

The overall aim of Public Service Broadcasting is to provide services and content which 
cater for all interests in society, while ensuring that the varied elements of Irish culture and its 
intrinsic values are protected. Whatever the system of funding, the rationale for providing fund-
ing will continue to apply and any changes that may be implemented must continue to provide 
a secure funding base for public service broadcasting and content.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the replacement of the existing funding system based on the 
collection of television licence fees with one based on the imposition of device-independent 
charge on eligible households and businesses is a complex process and the logistics involved 
require thorough attention. Issues such as identifying the most appropriate collection method, 
exemptions and enforcement mechanics require detailed consideration and all have a bearing 
on the timeframe for implementation.

I should emphasise that the proposed charge would replace the existing TV licence system. 
Furthermore, it is my expectation that the current exemptions in relation to pensioners and those 
entitled to the Household Benefit Package will continue to apply.

As I have previously indicated to the House, my Department has been carrying out a Value 
for Money Policy Review on the proposed policy. This Report has been submitted to me very 
recently and I will give due consideration to the Report and its recommendations in the coming 
weeks. On this basis, I expect to be in a position, subject to Government approval, to initiate 
work in the Autumn on the legislative and other work necessary to implement the household 
based Public Broadcasting Charge.

30/04/2013WRQ01150Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRQ01200354. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will report on the informal meeting of EU Energy Ministers in Ireland this 
month; the issues discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20512/13]

30/04/2013WRQ01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy is aware, Energy Ministers met in Dublin over two days last week to discuss 
various topics relevant to the way forward for European energy policy.

The deliberations commenced with a joint discussion with Environment Ministers to help 
identify key priority issues which will be needed to ensure a coherent post 2020 energy and 
climate policy framework facilitating a transition to a competitive low-carbon economy.

This joint discussion was timely and Ministers recognise the need for greater certainty on 
targets in mutually supporting the achievement of cost effective and cost efficient climate and 
energy policies.  There is potential for maximising synergies while addressing the possible 
trade-offs between competitiveness, security of supply and sustainability.

Commissioner Oettinger attended the Informal Meeting. He highlighted how any new 
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framework should take into account current economic difficulties whilst remaining ambitious 
on the long-term low carbon objective.

The Council of Energy Ministers also discussed the effects of unconventional oil and gas 
on energy supply, competitiveness and prices.  In relation to the work currently underway by 
the European Commission on unconventional hydrocarbon extraction, the Irish Presidency re-
quested that the Commission would reflect on the debate among Ministers in Dublin, particu-
larly on the global competitiveness and security of supply aspects, and to take those views into 
consideration in their work on the matter, having regard to legitimate environmental and safety 
considerations.

The two days of discussions were informed by the goal of full implementation of the in-
ternal energy market.  Ministers agreed that this is not an end in itself, but rather, it must bring 
tangible benefits to all energy consumers.

On the issue of the links between smart technology, innovation and energy policy, I conclud-
ed that the ultimate objective in rolling out standardised smart meters and smart grids across 
Europe must be value and benefit driven, with a specific consumer focus. In so doing, we must 
recognise the energy needs, circumstances and IT capabilities of all categories of consumers.  
Data protection concerns should also be considered and addressed.  The need for public aware-
ness campaigns on the potential advantages was acknowledged and the benefits must be clear 
to all individual energy customers and management of energy consumption.  Product and price 
analysis must be simple and straightforward.  Suppliers will also have a responsibility to build 
consumer trust given the huge volume on data in question.

The financing of energy efficiency measures was also discussed. Realising the energy effi-
ciency potential of buildings is central to the EU’s energy efficiency policy.  Nearly 40% of final 
energy is consumed in homes, offices and shops.  The challenge that faces Energy Ministers is 
to find the necessary finance to underpin the energy retrofit renovation that is required as part of 
our 2020 energy and climate goals.  This is particularly important given the potential for jobs 
and growth that a sustained campaign of energy efficiency in buildings would realise.

At a thought provoking final session which considered the integration of variable renew-
able energy sources, in particular wind and solar energy, the Ministers agreed that the proper 
development of energy policy must adequately recognise the numerous challenges, including 
cost considerations, in the incremental transition to a low carbon economy.

I concluded the two day session by stating that in relation to all the energy matters con-
sidered by the Ministers, our level of ambition must be underpinned by a rigorous analysis of 
the costs and benefits associated with the different possible approaches to new and existing 
policies, especially in exploiting new opportunities.  National energy circumstances are also 
important, as we strive to reduce our dependence on imported fossil fuels.

I look forward to continuing discussions on identifying a robust 2030 framework which will 
facilitate long term European competitiveness and security of supply. Europe must maintain its 
leadership position in the transition to a low carbon future, particularly with regard to energy 
efficient and clean technology, products and services.

I should also highlight that the Council of Ministers agreed that I would write to President 
Van Rompuy to update him on our deliberations which the Ministers wish to see inputted to the 
forthcoming Council of Europe meeting in May.

30/04/2013WRQ01350Inland Fisheries

30/04/2013WRQ01400355. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
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ral Resources the number of salmon that came through the fish counter on the Feale in County 
Kerry during the first three months of 2013 on a monthly basis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19884/13]

30/04/2013WRQ01500356. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources on the basis that net men on the Cashen caught 1,509 Salmon in 2012, the number 
of salmon they caught in each of the months of June, July and August, that is, the breakdown of 
the 1,509 figure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19885/13]

30/04/2013WRQ01600357. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the 49 commercial nets in the Cashen has to be reduced, the primary legislation 
that would need to be amended or if the decision to allow 49 nets is addressed through statutory 
instrument annually and signed by the Minister of the day; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19886/13]

30/04/2013WRQ01700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resourc-
es (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 355 to 357, inclusive, together. 

The River Feale counter is located approximately 5 kilometres downstream of Listowel 
Town in the townland of Scartleigh at the Kerry County Council water abstraction plant.

The counter is a one channel counter operated on a crump which was installed to assist fish 
over the large weir.  I am advised the counter works very well on this site.  However fish have 
been seen travelling over the weir outside of the fish pass in high water conditions so it is not a 
complete count but it counts the majority of the fish.

Table A below represents the number of fish that have traversed the counter for January, 
February and March of 2013. These figures are available from Inland Fisheries Ireland through 
the Limerick office. 

Table B below represents the breakdown of 1,509 for the commercial catch for June, July 
and August 2012. 

As the Deputy will be aware the final 10kms of the course of the River Feale is known as the 
Cashen River and there are 49 public commercial draft net licences and 2 private commercial 
draft net licences on the River.  The number of licences available for draft net operations is set 
out in the Control of Fishing for Salmon Order currently S.I. 75 of 2013.  This Order authorises 
the issue of commercial fishing licences by Inland Fisheries Ireland and sets out the criteria 
under which those licences may be issued and prescribes the maximum number of commercial 
licences that may be issued.

The mechanism for controlling the take of salmon by the commercial fishery is not by li-
cence number but by quota.  Each year commercial fishermen apply for commercial licences 
and are assessed against criteria as set out in the Control of Fishing for Salmon Order which 
gives priority to established fishermen with a recent history of fishing in the fishery.  All appli-
cations are put before the Board of Inland Fisheries Ireland for approval.

It is important to note that the Total Allowable Catch (quota set) determines the number of 
fish that can be harvested regardless of the number of licences in operation.  The Total Allow-
able Catch is the surplus available above the conservation limit for the river that can be har-
vested.  This allows for the sustainable exploitation of the river whilst conserving the required 
number of spawning fish for the system.

The surplus available for 2013 for the River Feale is 1,992 fish.  This quota is divided be-
tween the commercial fishermen and recreational anglers by the River Basin District Director 
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following consultation with the Fisheries District Committee.  The quota is identified by the 
National Standing Committee for Salmon following assessment of all the relevant scientific 
data for the river in question including catch figures for the previous 5 years and any other rel-
evant data.  This is set out in the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Scheme Regulations S.I. 556 2012 
which sets the quota for the Feale including the Galey and Brick rivers at 1,992 for exploitation 
by commercial and rod and line licensed fishermen in 2013.

Table A - Fish Counter

2013 Month Feale Counter Figure (Up Only)
January 17
February 32
March 86
Total to date 135

Table B- Commercial Catch

2012 Month Commercial Catch
June 221
July 1040
August 248

30/04/2013WRQ01750Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRQ01800358. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and ac-
countability, will publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19960/13]

30/04/2013WRQ01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I can confirm that arrangements will be put in place shortly to publish the diary of the Secretary 
General of my Department on the website of the Department.

30/04/2013WRQ01950Broadband Services Provision

30/04/2013WRQ02000359. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will identify all broadband blackspots in counties Longford and Westmeath. 
[20004/13]

30/04/2013WRQ02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The State can only intervene in the broadband market to ensure access to broadband services 
in areas where the competitive market has failed to deliver such services.  The National Broad-
band Scheme and the Rural Broadband Scheme (NBS & RBS) are examples of such market 
interventions to provide basic broadband services in areas of the country not served on a com-
mercial basis. 

Between a combination of this public financing and the significant private sector investment 
that continues to be made by the various commercial operators, all parts of the country now 
have access to at least a basic level of broadband service. 

With such services now widely available across Ireland, the focus is on accelerating the roll 
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out of high speed broadband services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I 
published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by en-
suring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and busi-
nesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are 
available to as many homes and businesses as possible.  

30/04/2013WRQ02150Broadband Services Provision

30/04/2013WRQ02200360. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he has entered any negotiations with Eircom regarding a commercial agreement 
for the provision of high speed broadband for citizens and businesses in rural areas. [20005/13]

30/04/2013WRQ02300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target 
date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and busi-
nesses as possible.

During the preparation of the National Broadband Plan, the commercial market operators 
indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population 
by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector operators, 
including eircom, are underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, 
particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important mile-
stone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department will appoint, in the next 
few days, a team of experts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led 
investment.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engage-
ment will be ongoing throughout 2013.

I do not expect the procurement phase of the project to commence until 2014. Accordingly, 
no negotiations have been undertaken with any service provider with regard to a commercial 
agreement for the provision of high speed broadband services for citizens and businesses in 
rural areas.  This procurement process will be conducted in accordance with EU procurement 
rules and EU State Aid guidelines.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.  

30/04/2013WRQ02350Broadcasting Legislation

30/04/2013WRQ02400361. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the way the proposed public broadcasting household charge will be levied on users 
in the case of a rental property; if it is expected that the owner or tenant of a rental property will 
be the liable person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20134/13]

30/04/2013WRQ02500365. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will provide clarification regarding the broadcasting fee (details supplied); 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20337/13]

30/04/2013WRQ02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 361 and 365 together.

The Programme for Government commits to examining the role and collection of the TV 
licence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of technologies and to transforming 
the TV licence into a household based Public Broadcasting Charge to be applied to all eligible 
households and applicable businesses, regardless of the device used to access content or ser-
vices.  In line with this commitment, my Department is involved in the ongoing analysis and 
policy development work that is necessary in advance of the implementation of any changes 
that may be required.

The replacement of the existing funding system based on the collection of television licence 
fees with one based on the imposition of device-independent charge on eligible households and 
businesses is a complex process and the logistics involved require thorough attention. Issues 
such as identifying the most appropriate collection method, exemptions and enforcement me-
chanics require detailed consideration and all have a bearing on the timeframe for implementa-
tion.

As I have previously indicated, my Department has been carrying out a Value for Money 
Policy Review on the proposed policy and this Report has recently been submitted to me. While 
I understand that there has been a degree of speculation in the press about this matter,   decisions 
in respect of the level of the fee and liability for the proposed charge will only be taken when I 
have had the opportunity to give due consideration to the Report and its recommendations. That 
said, the commitment in the Programme for Government refers to a liability on ‘households’ 
rather than property owners.

I should emphasise here that the proposed charge would replace the existing TV licence 
system. Furthermore, it is my expectation that the current exemptions in relation to pensioners 
and those entitled to the Household Benefit Package will continue to apply.

30/04/2013WRQ02650Public Procurement Contracts Tenders

30/04/2013WRQ02700362. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources in view of his recent announcement that his Department will embark on a new 
procurement process for a national post code system the reason the first tender process was 
never concluded; the reason a new procurement process is required; the amount of money spent 
on the post code tender related process to date, including the tenders to appoint consultants to 
manage the post code tender procurement process; if any company or organisation will be ex-
cluded from being considered as part of the tender process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20154/13]

30/04/2013WRQ02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The procurement process to select a postcode management licence holder to implement a Na-
tional Postcode System which began in 2011 with the publication of a Pre-Qualification Ques-
tionnaire on www.etenders.gov.ie is still ongoing.  The reference to a tender in Parliamentary 
Question number 746 of 16 April 2013 was, in fact, a reference to the concluding stage of this 
procurement.  It was not a reference to a new procurement process. The total cost to date of the 
procurement process for postcodes is estimated at €700K, including consultancy costs.



30 April 2013

471

30/04/2013WRR00150Better Energy Homes Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRR00200363. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources when a better energy home insulation grant will issue to a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20253/13]

30/04/2013WRR00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Better Energy Programme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI).  The Better Energy: Homes scheme provides support to homeowners towards the in-
stallation of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades including solar thermal with 
the works being undertaken by privately appointed contractors.

The grant in question is on hold pending resolution of reworks.  The house was inspected 
on 6 February 2013 and a number of deficiencies were identified.  Notification of the require-
ment to complete reworks was sent to both the homeowner and the contractor on 7 February.  
A second reminder was sent to the contractor on 19 March 2013.  These reworks have not been 
completed to date, and the grant will not be paid until the reworks are resolved. 

Queries in relation to individual applications are an operational matter for the SEAI and 
a dedicated hotline can be reached at 1800 250 204.  In addition, the SEAI has established a 
specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members, which can be sent to oireachtas@
seai.ie and will be dealt with promptly.

30/04/2013WRR00350Energy Resources

30/04/2013WRR00400364. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the shortage of wood pellets in the marketplace; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20329/13]

30/04/2013WRR00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of wood pellets in the Irish market is a matter for the producers and importers 
of the product.  I am aware that there are some local market issues which have resulted in a 
shortage of wood pellets in the Irish market.  However, I understand that wood pellets are an 
internationally traded commodity and there is no shortage of this product worldwide.  I believe, 
therefore, that this situation will rectify itself shortly.

Question No. 365 answered with Question No. 361.

30/04/2013WRR00650Internet Safety Issues

30/04/2013WRR00700366. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the action he will take against websites that promote harmful and unhealthy behav-
iour, such as promoting anorexia and bulimia and other eating disorders; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20352/13]

30/04/2013WRR00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As Minister for Communications Energy and Natural Resources, I have policy responsibility 
for providing a supportive legislative and regulatory environment to facilitate the development 
of high quality communications infrastructure and services.  However, I do not have sole re-
sponsibility for addressing how that infrastructure is used.  Responsibility of certain potentially 
harmful content that rests with a number of Departments and Agencies including with the De-
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partment of Justice and Equality and the executive agency of that department, the Office For 
Internet Safety.  

It is clear that there are no simple answers to the challenges posed by the positioning of 
certain potentially harmful content on internet websites, not least because of the international 
basis of services and because any possible policy response falls across a range of Departments.  

In recognition of this complexity my Department maintains open and regular contact with 
all Departments and State agencies.  My Department also monitors international developments 
with a view to ensuring domestic policy within its remit reflects best practices and that the regu-
latory framework is amended as necessary.

You will be aware that the Joint Committee on Transport and Communications recently held 
a number of hearings on the use of the internet and its potential effect on people.  I look forward 
to receiving the report of the committee in due course.

30/04/2013WRR00850Energy Policy Review

30/04/2013WRR00900367. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the progress that has been made on the completion of a fuel poverty strategy; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18962/13]

30/04/2013WRR01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Affordable Energy Strategy was developed by the Inter-Departmental/Agency Group on 
Affordable Energy (IDGAE) and published in November 2011 as part of the Department’s com-
mitment in the Programme for Government to help mitigate energy poverty.  The Strategy is 
key to protecting the most vulnerable in our society who may be at risk of energy poverty and 
provides a framework for building upon the many measures already in place. 

There are forty-eight actions identified in the strategy that are being implemented over the 
lifetime of the report (3 years), including five priority measures: a commitment to review the 
National Fuel Scheme in the context of examining the feasibility of aligning income supports 
with the energy efficiency and income of the home, the phased introduction of minimal thermal 
efficiency standards for rental accommodation, ensuring greater access to energy efficiency 
measures, the introduction of an area based approach and reforming the eligibility criteria for 
energy efficiency schemes.

30/04/2013WRR01050Internet Safety Issues

30/04/2013WRR01100368. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will investigate websites (details supplied) which are promoting eating disor-
ders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20386/13]

30/04/2013WRR01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As Minister for Communications Energy and Natural Resources, I have policy responsibility 
for providing a supportive legislative and regulatory environment to facilitate the development 
of high quality communications infrastructure and services.  However, I do not have sole re-
sponsibility for addressing how that infrastructure is used. Responsibility of certain potentially 
harmful content that rests with a number of Departments and Agencies including with the De-
partment of Justice and Equality and the executive agency of that department, the Office For 
Internet Safety.
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It is clear that there are no simple answers to the challenges posed by the positioning of 
certain potentially harmful content on internet websites, not least because of the international 
basis of services and because any possible policy response falls across a range of Departments.  

In recognition of this complexity my Department maintains open and regular contact with 
all Departments and State agencies.  My Department also monitors international developments 
with a view to ensuring domestic policy within its remit reflects best practices and that the regu-
latory framework is amended as necessary.

You will be aware that the Joint Committee on Transport and Communications recently held 
a number of hearings on the use of the internet and its potential effect on people.  I look forward 
to receiving the report of the committee in due course.

30/04/2013WRR01250Broadband Services Provision

30/04/2013WRR01300369. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if the development of broadband services here in terms of availability and speed 
is equal to that in other EU jurisdictions with particular reference to those countries deemed to 
be our competitors; the extent to which this country’s competence in this regard has improved 
in line with other jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20402/13]

30/04/2013WRR01400371. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which high-quality, high-speed broadband is readily accessible 
throughout the entire country on a par with the highest quality of such services available in 
other jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20404/13]

30/04/2013WRR01500372. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which the full requirement in terms of high-speed, high-quality 
broadband is available to hospitals, schools, local authorities and third level educational institu-
tions throughout the country, with particular reference to the need to compete with the best in 
Europe and worldwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20405/13]

30/04/2013WRR01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 369, 371 and 372 together. 

International comparison tables of broadband speeds and services should be interpreted 
with some caution.  International comparisons do not take account of high speed services at 
speeds up to and exceeding 1 gigabit per second which are contracted by heavy users of such 
service for use using leased lines or comparable links.  Furthermore, International comparison 
tables are based on marketed services which do not take account of actual accessibility to those 
speeds within any state nor do they take account of the actual customer experience which may 
differ from state to state.

In Ireland high capacity broadband links over leased lines, which are capable of meeting 
the needs of heavy users including hospitals, schools, local authorities and third level educa-
tional institutions, are widely available.  However, as mentioned above, these services are not 
included in international comparisons.  In the case of post primary schools the Government has 
announced plans to equip all post primary schools with 100Mbps broadband.  This programme 
is continuing and all schools will be connected by the start of the 2014 academic year 

In the case of marketed broadband services, data reports published by the Commission for 
Communications Regulation (ComReg), reveal that the number of broadband subscribers has 
more than doubled in Ireland to over 1.6 million between 2007 and 2012.  Similarly, in the case 
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of speeds, the number of residential customers contracted in a range between 2–10 megabits 
per second (Mbps) increased from 41% of all subscribers in 2007 to 71% in 2012.  The number 
of subscribers accessing speeds exceeding 10 Mbps increased from 0.2% to 24% in the same 
period.  95% of customers are therefore contracted at speeds of 2 Mbps or more compared to an 
EU average availability at 2 Mbps or more over fixed lines of 92%.

In the case of comparing the fastest marketed speeds, the most recently published OECD 
data ranks Ireland 16th   fastest of more than 30 countries surveyed for fastest advertised retail 
broadband speed.

Subject to the cautions expressed above about interpreting international comparison tables, 
it can be concluded that there has been significant growth in the take up of marketed retail 
broadband services and contracted speeds in Ireland in recent years and, in addition, high band-
width is widely available in Ireland over leased lines.  The take up of basic broadband in Ireland 
at speeds of 2 Mbps or more compares favourably with similar accessibility as an EU average.  
The availability of high speed services is also increasing rapidly with UPC now offering speeds 
of 150Mbps to almost 700,000 homes and Eircom preparing to launch new next generation 
fixed line services.  Mobile operators are also preparing to launch high speed 4G services fol-
lowing ComReg’s successful conclusion of the multi band spectrum auction.  The Government 
has committed to ensuring that broadband speeds of at least 30Mbps are available in all parts 
of Ireland.  This will require intervention by the State in areas where there is no case for invest-
ment by the commercial market.  My Department is in the process of appointing consultants 
to assist in developing the necessary mapping, EU State Aids and procurement process for this 
intervention.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) therefore anticipates that all parts of Ireland will have 
access to 30Mbps broadband well ahead of the EU target date of 2020.

30/04/2013WRR01650Broadband Services Provision

30/04/2013WRR01700370. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which he has identified areas throughout the country known to 
be particularly problematic in respect of access to high-speed broadband; if he has examined a 
means where these issues can be addressed effectively in the short and medium term; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20403/13]

30/04/2013WRR01800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to radi-
cally change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at least 
30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target 
date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and busi-
nesses as possible.  

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and wireless high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.  

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important 
milestone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department will over the com-
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ing days appoint experts to assist it in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led 
investment.  

A formal national mapping exercise will be undertaken to identify where the market is ex-
pected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years so 
as to inform the level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas that need 
to be targeted for a State-led investment.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations 
including stakeholder engagement will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch 
of a procurement process in 2014. 

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

30/04/2013WRS00150Exploration Licences Numbers

30/04/2013WRS00200373. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the number of oil, gas or other mineral exploration licences issued in each 
of the past five years to date; the number of such options already taken up by the applicants; 
the extent to which commercially viable deposits have been discovered; the economic benefit 
accruing therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20406/13]

30/04/2013WRS00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The number of Mineral Prospecting Licences and Petroleum Exploration Licences granted in 
each year between 1 January 2009 and to date in 2013 is set out in the following table:

Licences granted during period 2009 – 2013 (to date)

Year Prospecting Licences (Min-
erals)

Petroleum Exploration Li-
cences 

2009 66 1
2010 93 0
2011 98 2
2012 102 0
2013 7 0
Total 366 3

While there have been no new commercial discoveries of oil or gas in the Irish onshore 
or offshore in the past five years, the drilling of an appraisal well on the Barryroe prospect in 
the Celtic Sea has shown encouraging results.  More work will be required to determine if the 
discovery is actually commercial.  It is not clear at this stage how long this process will take.  
While no new commercially viable deposits of minerals have been discovered recently, there 
have been some encouraging results, particularly in Counties Limerick and Clare.  However, it 
is too early to determine whether these results will lead to identification of commercially viable 
deposits or to estimate the economic benefits that might accrue.

30/04/2013WRS00350Alternative Energy Projects

30/04/2013WRS00400374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
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ural Resources the extent to which alternative energy electricity generation capacity is available 
to the national grid; the proposed targets in this regard for the future; the extent to which this is 
in line with EU targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20407/13]

30/04/2013WRS00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland currently has 1,763 MW of installed wind generation, 238 MW of hydro power and 
71 MW of smaller renewable sources (ocean energy, combined heat and power, solar and bio-
energy).  In 2012, this installed renewable generation capacity met 17.3% of overall electricity 
demand.  As regards proposed targets for the future, under the Renewable Energy Directive, 
Ireland is legally required to increase renewable energy from 3.1% in 2005 to 16% in 2020, 
with a minimum legally binding target of 10% in the transport sector.  Energy is consumed 
across the transport, heating and electricity sectors.  The intention is to reach Ireland’s overall 
target through 40% renewable electricity, 10% renewable transport and 12% renewable heating, 
which together amount to 16% of all energy consumption.

Question No. 375 answered with Question No. 120.

30/04/2013WRS00650Postal Services

30/04/2013WRS00700376. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his preferred options for the ongoing development of An Post as an integral part 
of the communications network, with particular reference for the need to retain the structure of 
post offices, sub-post offices and counter services throughout the country and incorporating any 
suitable extension of complementary services which might enhance the viability of the system 
and continue to provide a vital services in both urban and rural areas, including next day deliv-
ery services throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20409/13]

30/04/2013WRS00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Operational matters in relation to the post office network are matters for the management and 
board of An Post and one in which I have no statutory function with regard to such matters.  As 
shareholder, however, I have a strong concern in relation to the ongoing commercial position of 
the Company.  I regularly liaise with the Company in this regard.  An Post has many strengths 
and has the largest retail presence in the country.  I have impressed on the Company the need 
to further exploit its unique position in this regard.  I have been supportive of its attempts to 
diversify its income streams and win a wider range of commercial contracts offering higher 
margins.  I welcome the progress An Post has made towards diversification with its enhanced 
arrangement with AIB and its agreement with Aviva for the transfer of Aviva Ireland’s branch 
offices personal insurance business book to One Direct.  In the context of the public sector 
transformation agenda, I will continue to engage with my colleague, the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform in relation to consideration, as appropriate, of the post office network 
for transactional elements of the business of Government Departments and Agencies.  I have 
stressed to my Government colleagues that the network is ideally configured for over the coun-
ter transactions.

While I have overall responsibility for the postal sector, the Communications Regulation 
(Postal Services) Act 2011 charges the Commission for Communications Regulation (Com-
Reg), as the postal regulator, with the promotion of the development of the postal sector and 
particularly the availability of the universal postal service, the promotion of the interests of us-
ers and the facilitation of the development of competition in the sector.  ComReg is in regular 
contact with my Department.  According to the Act, An Post is statutorily required, as the des-
ignated universal service provider, to provide a universal postal service.  The essential element 
of this obligation is the collection and delivery of mail to every address in the State on every 
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working day.  The universal service obligation ensures by way of regulatory obligations that a 
minimum set of services is provided at an affordable price for the benefit of all users, irrespec-
tive of their geographical location.  It is a fundamental principle of the regulatory framework 
for postal services and is an explicit requirement of the EU Postal Services Directive which has 
provided for the gradual and controlled opening of the postal services market to competition.

Question No. 377 answered with Question No. 101.

30/04/2013WRS00950Fuel Prices

30/04/2013WRS01000378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which petrol and diesel prices at filling stations here are compa-
rable and competitive with those applying throughout Europe; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20411/13]

30/04/2013WRS01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The European Commission maintains a Statistics and Market Observatory, which presents con-
sumer prices and net prices (excluding duties and taxes) of petroleum products in EU Member 
States (known as the Oil Bulletin) on a weekly basis.  The Oil Bulletin is designed to improve 
the transparency of oil prices and to strengthen the internal market.  The relevant link is http://
ec.europa.eu/energy/observatory/oil/bulletin_en.htm.  In addition to the weekly oil bulletins, 
the Commission also, on a less frequent basis, produces three maps of Europe with the euro 
prices for petrol, diesel and the varying national tax take for these two products in each of the 27 
EU Member States.  The maps currently provide the clearest overview comparison of the price 
differences between Member States. 

The oil bulletin of 15 April 2013 shows the price of petrol in Ireland was €1.62 per litre 
including taxes and duties, while the price of diesel was €1.55 per litre including taxes and du-
ties.  The weighted EU average for the EU 27 for the same week was €1.59 per litre for petrol 
including taxes and duties and €1.45 per litre for diesel including taxes and duties.  A separate 
analysis relating to the Euro area only (17 Member States) shows the weighted average price 
for petrol was €1.62 per litre and for diesel was €1.43 per litre.  As can be seen from the reports 
on the European Commission website, prices in EU Member States and the weighted averages 
fluctuate on a weekly basis.  While Ireland’s diesel prices in that particular week were higher 
than the EU average, our petrol prices were comparable with the weighted average in Euro area 
countries.  There have also been times in the recent past when Irish prices have fallen below the 
European weighted average.

I have no statutory function in the setting of oil prices.  The price paid at the pump by con-
sumers is largely determined by taxation levels, the internationally traded price of crude and 
the consequent price the refined product is traded at in Europe, and the level of competition in 
the retail market.  The Irish oil industry is fully privatised, liberalised and deregulated and there 
is free entry to the market.  Upward trends in global oil prices underscore the Government’s 
commitment to delivering national energy efficiency and renewable energy objectives, which 
are aimed at moving the economy away from reliance on imported, carbon intensive fossil fuels 
such as oil.

30/04/2013WRT00150Energy Resources

30/04/2013WRT00200379. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding the coming on stream of gas supplies from the Corrib 
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gas field; the extent to which such supply will contribute to the national demand; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20412/13]

30/04/2013WRT00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Completion of the Corrib gas field development works by the developer is the principal factor 
that will determine the date for first gas.  Pending such completion, it is not possible to state a 
date for when gas from the Corrib gas field will become available.

It is estimated that construction of the onshore section of the pipeline, which began last 
year, including the construction of a 5km tunnel, will take in the region of three years.  First 
gas cannot therefore reasonably be anticipated before end 2014.  In its first four to five years of 
production, the Corrib Gas Field Development is expected to provide 60% to 65% of Ireland’s 
natural gas needs.  

30/04/2013WRT00350Mobile Telephony

30/04/2013WRT00400380. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which mobile telephone technology and quality of service here 
compares with the best available throughout Europe and worldwide; if it is possible to encour-
age the service providers to take any particular initiatives to improve and upgrade the service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20413/13]

30/04/2013WRT00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
An EU Commission comparison of “3G” mobile telephony coverage across the EU states for 
2010 ranks Ireland 6th highest for coverage at 99.5% compared to an EU average of 89.9%.  

The award of spectrum licences including the imposition and monitoring of associated qual-
ity and coverage requirements to provide mobile telephony services, are statutory functions of 
the independent Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) as provided for by the 
Communications Regulation Act, 2002 as amended.

In late 2012 ComReg concluded a process to allocate access to radio spectrum suitable for 
use in the provision of the next generation “4G” mobile telephone services.  The “4G” technolo-
gy is the most modern currently available to support mobile phone services, which the success-
ful applicants are expected to commence rolling out later this year.  It is a matter for ComReg 
to impose and monitor compliance by the successful applicants with the terms and conditions 
of the spectrum allocation process.

30/04/2013WRT00550Information and Communications Technology Issues

30/04/2013WRT00600381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which communications technology can be utilised to prevent 
unwarranted, unwelcomed and uninvited electronic communication resulting in stalking or bul-
lying; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20415/13]

30/04/2013WRT00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Office of Internet Safety has been established by the Government to take lead responsibil-
ity for Internet safety in Ireland particularly as it relates to children.  This Office operates under 
the aegis of the Minister for Justice and Equality.  The Office also aims at building linkages and 
cohesion between all Departments and Agencies to ensure that the State provides the best pos-
sible protection for the community and promotes Internet safety.  
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I also understand the Department of Education and Skills have recently set up an anti-bul-
lying working group to address this issue and to make recommendations on how to tackle the 
challenges associated with cyber bullying.  

My Department has developed a website called www.makeITsecure.ie   to promote best 
practice in relation to many issues arising from the use of the Internet.  This campaign, which 
was developed with industry, does provide some information in relation to use of ICT by chil-
dren.

While my Department does not lead on the specific issue of cyber bullying, it is available to 
assist in any initiative taken forward by the other Departments and continues to engage across 
all Departments in issues relating to the use of the Internet and ICT generally.

30/04/2013WRT00750Waste Management Issues

30/04/2013WRT00800382. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will identify some of the measures being taken to promote cost reduc-
tions for small and medium enterprises particularly in relation to waste costs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19762/13]

30/04/2013WRT00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s new waste policy, A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Pol-
icy in Ireland, was published in July 2012. The policy has a clear focus on resource efficiency 
and on building a sustainable approach to the management of our waste. Among the measures 
contained in the policy, which will play an important role in the provision of effective and ef-
ficient delivery of waste management services are a reduction in the number of waste manage-
ment planning regions from 10 to 3, a significant revision of the regulation of waste collection 
to ensure the delivery of both improved environmental and service outcomes, and a review of 
the delivery of waste enforcement services. 

In addition, the policy reflects the waste hierarchy and will focus on waste prevention and 
the preparation for reuse of goods. Both of these tiers provide opportunities for businesses to 
reduce their environmental impact and to reduce their costs. Ireland has a well-established Na-
tional Waste Prevention Programme run by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
driven by a steering committee comprising a wide range of stakeholders including business rep-
resentative bodies. The Green Business Initiative is aimed primarily at the business community, 
with an emphasis on small and medium sized enterprises. It provides tools and methodologies 
to help organisations to make financial savings by examining and improving their resource use 
to reduce costs and lessen the impact their business activity has on the environment. The Na-
tional Waste Prevention Programme’s report for 2011 noted that in addition to sector specific 
savings, the Green Business initiative had identified up to €6.1 million of potential savings due 
to resource efficiency activities among participating businesses. 

  In terms of reuse, the SMILE Exchange Network is an industrial co-operation programme 
with more than 500 businesses in the Network. The programme works to save businesses mon-
ey and divert waste from landfill by creating a network of businesses that reuse each other’s 
surplus products, by-products and reusable items and also share services and logistics. 

The EPA has also published Developing a Green Enterprise which is a guide, for business 
and institutions, on supports available in Ireland for developing resource efficient practices. 
This guide provides a brief overview of services and supports available from the four principal 
agencies active in this area: the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, the Environmental 



Questions - Written Answers

480

Protection Agency, Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland. 

The Producer Responsibility Initiative Model in Ireland is currently being reviewed to en-
sure, inter alia , that specific waste stream re-use, recovery and recycling targets are achieved 
at the most efficient cost to stakeholders, whilst maintaining a high level of environmental 
compliance and where possible, to give recommendations for lowering the cost of compliance 
for business. 

The County and City Managers’ Association (CCMA) recently published an analysis of 
local authority activities entitled “Supporting Enterprise, Local Development and Economic 
Growth”. The publication summarises over 2,000 initiatives aimed at supporting local eco-
nomic development, enterprise, support and economic growth. 

30/04/2013WRT00950Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Yield

30/04/2013WRT01000383. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount that was raised for the Exchequer from the second home tax in 
2012; and the amount estimated to be raised in 2013. [20055/13]

30/04/2013WRT01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009   broadened the revenue base of local authori-
ties by introducing a charge on no n-principal private residences. The charge is set at €200 and 
liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. Revenues 
raised by the Charge accrue to the relevant local authority, as opposed to accruing to the Ex-
chequer.

As of 25 April 2013 , the Non Principal Private Residence Charge has raised €71.55m in 
respect of the 2012 liability date, including late payment fees.  I anticipate that the Charge will 
raise a similar amount in respect of 2013. 

30/04/2013WRT01150Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

30/04/2013WRT01200384. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will support a matter regarding a heating grant in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 3 [20100/13]

30/04/2013WRT01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability, grants are available to assist households to have 
necessary repairs or improvement works carried out in order to facilitate the continued indepen-
dent occupancy of their homes. The Housing Aid for Older People Scheme provides grants of 
up to €10,500 to assist older people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs 
or improvements carried out. Grant-eligible works include structural repairs or improvements, 
re-wiring, repairs to or replacement of windows and doors, provision of water supply and sani-
tary facilities, provision of heating, cleaning, painting etc. 

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of grants to applicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the rel-
evant local authority, in this case Dublin City Council.

30/04/2013WRT01350Motor Tax Collection

30/04/2013WRT01400385. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he will state for the financial year of 2012, the number of vehicles that 
were granted the concession road tax rate for vintage vehicles; if he will provide a breakdown 
of the years of these vehicles, the classes of these vehicles, the horsepower categories of these 
vehicles and the total cost to the Exchequer of these concessions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20247/13]

30/04/2013WRT01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The information requested is currently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Dep-
uty as soon as possible.

30/04/2013WRT01550Greenhouse Gas Emissions

30/04/2013WRT01600386. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which carbon reduction targets continue to be met in accor-
dance with international agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20414/13]

30/04/2013WRT01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As signalled by the Environmental Protection Agency in the latest national greenhouse 
gas emission projections published on 25 April 2013, Ireland is on course to confirm compli-
ance with its target for the purposes of the Kyoto Protocol in the commitment period 2008-2012.

Pending ratification of the second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol by the EU 
and Member States, Ireland’s greenhouse gas emission reduction target for the period 2013-
2020 is binding under EU law.  In this regard, I refer to the reply to Question No. 258 of 14 
February 2013.  The latest emission projections put the cumulative compliance challenge for 
the period 2013-2020 at up to 24 Mt CO2e.

30/04/2013WRT01750Rental Accommodation Scheme Administration

30/04/2013WRT01800387. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the serious problems in the rental ac-
commodation scheme in the Dublin City Council area, with 50 tenants facing eviction due to 
landlords selling or looking for vacant possession of the houses-apartments let to Dublin City 
Council under the rental accommodation scheme and the fact that the council cannot source 
replacement properties for those tenants and that the tenants in some cases are in houses-apart-
ments beyond the vacate date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19747/13]

30/04/2013WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department understands that Dublin City Council 
currently has a number of landlords who have advised them that they will not be renewing 
their RAS contracts. Various reasons have been cited by landlords including their selling the 
property, financial difficulties they have encountered, that they themselves are seeking to move 
back to the property, or they need to accommodate other family members. The reasons given, 
while understandable, are presenting significant difficulties for both the sitting tenant and the 
housing authority. 

Dublin City Council has assured my Department of its continued work with both the land-
lords and the tenants in these cases in an effort to source alternative accommodation as quickly 
as possible. The Council in seeking replacement accommodation attempts to source a suitable 
alternative within or close to the area in which the tenant is residing. However the Council re-
ports that progress is slow due to the scarcity of suitable properties available to let in the areas 
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affected, but daily contact is made with local auctioneers in the relevant areas and with the vari-
ous letting sites – DAFT, My Home and Rent.ie.

30/04/2013WRT01950Rental Accommodation Scheme Administration

30/04/2013WRT02000388. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Dublin City Council’s rental 
accommodation scheme will have a shortfall of more than €1.5 million, thus potentially adding 
to the crisis being caused by landlords exiting the scheme. [19748/13]

30/04/2013WRT02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no shortfall in the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS) funding for 2013 to Dublin City Council or indeed to any other housing authority. 

Funding for the scheme is provided by a transfer of monies from the Department of Social 
Protection’s Vote to the Vote of my Department. Monies are provided on an Exchequer neutral 
basis to meet the costs of persons transferring from the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Rent 
Supplement Scheme to the RAS. The amount allocated for 2013 is €150 million, up €15 million 
from 2012.  Dublin City Council has confirmed to my Department that it is continuing to source 
suitable properties to include in the RAS scheme at the same pace as in 2012.

30/04/2013WRT02150Local Authority Housing Issues

30/04/2013WRT02200389. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of landlords in each council area that had availed of tax breaks 
under the buy to let scheme who are currently leasing to each of the local authorities; the num-
ber of those that are facing repossession of properties from their lenders; the steps being put in 
place to address the potential problem for local authorities if they cannot source replacement 
properties to house applicants on their housing waiting lists who are in these properties under 
various local authorities housing schemes. [19749/13]

30/04/2013WRT02300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department does not keep information on schemes 
under the aegis of the Office of the Revenue Commissioners or have access to information on 
landlords’ financial positions.

There are currently 3,932 units operational in the Social Housing Leasing Initiative. A break-
down of these by housing authority area is provided in the table below. These include unsold 
affordable housing units along with units sourced by Approved Housing Bodies and Housing 
Authorities. Should a property owner decide to break their lease contract with a housing author-
ity or approved housing bodies, which can only occur in limited circumstances under the terms 
of a long term lease, housing authorities will work with both the owners and the tenants in these 
cases in an effort to source alternative accommodation as quickly as possible. 

A number of delivery mechanisms are available to Housing Authorities to meet the housing 
need of people they deem in need of housing. Delivery of social housing has been significantly 
facilitated through more flexible funding models such as social leasing, but the Government is 
also committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of per-
manent new social housing, including an on-going   engagement with NAMA from which 339 
housing units have been completed or contracted to date. 
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Housing Authority Operational 
Athlone Town Council 67 
Athy Town Council 21 
Birr Town Council 29 
 Bray Town Council  17 
Buncrana Town Council 38 
 Bundoran Town Council  1 
Carlow County Council 22 
 Carlow Town Council  14 
Cashel Town Council 3 
 Castlebar Town Council  20 
Cavan County Council 8 
 Clare County Council  46 
Clonmel Borough Council 14 
 Cork City Council  128 
Cork County Council 615 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 146 
 Donegal County Council  96 
Drogheda Borough Council 31 
Dublin City Council 489 
 Dundalk Town Council  182 
Ennis Town Council 25 
 Enniscorthy Town Council  9 
Fingal County Council 296 
Galway City Council 158 
Galway County Council 19 
Kerry County Council 15 
Kildare County Council 106 
Kilkenny County Council 41 
Laois County Council 144 
Leitrim County Council 1 
Letterkenny Town Council 47 
Limerick City Council 10 
Limerick County Council 18 
Longford County Council 19 
Louth County Council 24 
Mayo County Council 45 
Meath County Council 86 
Monaghan County Council 1 
Nenagh Town Council 31 
North Tipperary County Council 29 
Offaly County Council 64 
Roscommon County Council 10 
Sligo Borough Council 12 
Sligo County Council 19 
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Housing Authority Operational 
South Tipperary County Council 23 
Sth Dublin County Council 317 
Templemore Town Council 70 
Thurles Town Council 18 
Tipperary Town Council 2 
Waterford City Council 46 
Waterford County Council 67 
Westmeath County Council 103 
Westport Town Council 3 
Wexford Borough Council 8 
Wexford County Council 55 
Wicklow County Council 4 
Overall 3,932 

30/04/2013WRT02350Motor Tax Collection

30/04/2013WRT02400390. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the total motor tax payments made by motorists 
from County Louth in 2012 and any projections for 2013. [19753/13]

30/04/2013WRT02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Gross motor tax receipts for County Louth for 2012 are set out in the table below.  In re-
spect of projections for 2013, motor tax income projections are not made on a county by county 
basis.  The 2013 Revised Estimates for Public Services projects a 6% increase in total motor 
tax receipts for 2013.

County Louth motor tax receipts 2012

Receipts Amount
Motor tax office receipts €14,419,506 
Online receipts €9,648,485 
 Total €24,067,991 

30/04/2013WRT02550Water Services Provision

30/04/2013WRT02600391. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he plans to extract water from Lough Derg to service the demand in the Dublin-
Leinster area; if he will outline in detail his plans including the timeframe; if an environmental 
impact assessment is required and has been carried out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19767/13]

30/04/2013WRT02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Dublin Water Supply (Long-Term Water Source) Scheme is included in my Depart-
ment’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 , as a scheme to advance through 
planning.  Dublin City Council is the lead authority for this scheme, on behalf of all of the water 
services authorities in the Greater Dublin Area. The Council has examined a number of options 
to supplement the existing sources of supply, including abstraction from the River Shannon, 
abstraction from the Rivers Liffey and Barrow, abstraction from groundwater and desalination. 
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The options examined  for taking water from the River Shannon included the possibility of ab-
straction from Lough Derg, Lough Ree, the Parteen Basin , or a combination of some of these 
locations.

Dublin City Council has completed a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the project 
and has prepared a Preliminary Report. I understand that the Council is in the process of ap-
pointing consultants to further progress the planning of the scheme, including the preparation 
of an Environmental Impact Assessment, which will, in due course, be submitted to An Bord 
Pleanála for consideration, in conjunction with a planning application.

30/04/2013WRT02750Planning Issues

30/04/2013WRT02800392. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the progress there has been on the planned review into Part V of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000, particularly in terms of changes to the legislation which may 
affect shared ownership schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19788/13]

30/04/2013WRT02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement an-
nounced the standing down of all affordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership 
scheme, in the context of a full review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000. 
That review is now almost concluded and I have also asked the Housing and Sustainable Com-
munities Agency to provide me with a standalone analysis of the shared ownership scheme, 
including identification of the main difficulties and recommendations for mitigating measures.   
Any future changes to legislation governing affordable housing schemes, including the shared 
ownership scheme, will be made in the context of both pieces of work and I expect to make an-
nouncements in this regard in the near future.

30/04/2013WRT02950Leader Programmes Funding

30/04/2013WRT03000393. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when Leader funding will be released for 2013 projects in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19797/13]

30/04/2013WRT03100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following a thorough examination of project activity under the LEADER elements of 
the Rural Development Programme (RDP) I announced, on 24 April 2013, the lifting of the 
embargo on project approvals. 

The completion of this review has facilitated the immediate issuing of RDP contracts for ap-
proximately €42 million worth of projects which have been approved by the Board of the Local 
Development Companies (LDCs) and have all the necessary requirements in place.  The LDCs 
contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP, including those groups in Co. Kerry, 
have been allowed two weeks to notify my Department as to whether all of the projects within 
this €42 million are ready to proceed. Once this exercise is complete my Department will then 
be in a position to establish the remaining balance of funding in the RDP and will notify each 
LDC of their allocation to the end of the Programme. 

30/04/2013WRT03150Housing Adaptation Grants Expenditure

30/04/2013WRT03200394. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government following the fact that his Department’s funding to Offaly County Council under 
the housing adaption grants for persons with disabilities has been reduced from €300,000.00 in 
2010 to €47,063.00 in 2013, if he will acknowledge that such an allocation is insufficient for all 
works required to meet the needs of applicants. [19819/13]

30/04/2013WRT03300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The suite of Grants for Older People and People with a 
Disability are funded by 80% recoupments available from my Department together with a 20% 
contribution from the resources of the local authority. 

In January 2013, my Department requested local authorities to submit details of their fund-
ing requirements under the grant schemes for this year. Offaly County Council requested capital 
funding of €500,000 and an allocation of €500,000 was notified to the Council on 22 February.

In the case of adaptations to the Council’s own housing stock I allocated €47,063 for these 
works in 2013.  The Council have requested additional funding this year in respect of works 
at two locations.  All of the available funding has been allocated at this time and the Council’s 
request will be considered in the event of any savings arising under this measure over the course 
of the year.

30/04/2013WRT03350Septic Tank Inspections

30/04/2013WRT03400395. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will outline any changes and-or amendments his Department will 
be making in the coming months regarding standards for privately owned septic tanks and the 
qualifications required from operators who install and or service septic tanks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19903/13]

30/04/2013WRT03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 provides that the basic standard to be met 
by all domestic waste water treatment systems is that they should not create a risk to public 
health or the environment. Draft standards to augment this requirement were drawn up by my 
Department in consultation with the EPA and were issued for public consultation in March 
2012. 165 submissions were received and were taken into consideration in the Water Services 
Acts 2007 and 2012 (Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems) Regulations which I made on 
26 June 2012. The regulations set out performance standards, including requirements regarding 
the maintenance and de-sludging of on-site systems. The relevant legislation is available in the 
Dáil library. I have no current plans to make amendments to these standards.

Where a domestic wastewater treatment system is found to be a risk to human health or the 
environment and remediation works are required, the selection of a competent contractor to 
carry out the works required will be a matter for the householder concerned. Due the wide va-
riety of remediation works which could arise, and the number of trades and professions which 
could be involved, there are no plans to establish a formal qualification system for contractors 
involved in such works.

30/04/2013WRU00150Foreshore Licences Applications

30/04/2013WRU00200396. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the date on which he expects an answer from the Office of the State Solicitor 
regarding the decision on a foreshore licence application for Burtonport, County Donegal; the 
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date on which the application was transferred to the State Solicitor’s office; his views on the 
process adopted by his Department in view of the fact that Donegal County Council has paid 
his Department €130,000 to purchase this licence; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19914/13]

30/04/2013WRU00300Minister of State at the Department of  Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The application in question concerns the proposed lease of an 
area of foreshore by Donegal County Council and an associated proposal by the Council to sub-
lease a portion of the foreshore concerned to a third party.  Over time, the nature of the proposal 
for which the Council had originally intended to make the third party sub-lease has changed 
substantially giving rise to a number of legal issues.  My Department has been in ongoing con-
tact with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office on this case since November 2010. 

As regards the leasehold premium, Donegal County Council elected to lodge payment in 
October 2010, in advance of a demand for payment from my Department. Nonetheless, given 
the complexity of the issues involved, my Department cannot progress the application until the 
advices of the Chief State Solicitor’s Office are received.

30/04/2013WRU00350Litter Pollution Issues

30/04/2013WRU00400397. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will launch a new national litter and illegal dumping awareness campaign on 
television and national radio stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19928/13]

30/04/2013WRU00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Jan 
O’Sullivan): My Department provide s the legislative framework within which to combat such 
pollution on litter pollution matters is to under the statutory framework of the Litter Pollution 
Acts 1997 to 2009.  It is a matter for each local authority to decide upon the most appropriate 
public awareness, enforcement and clean up actions in relation to both litter and illegal dump-
ing, taking account of local circumstances and priorities.  My Department also provides funding 
to local authorities to support their efforts in this area.   

While I currently have no plans to launch a national litter and illegal dumping awareness 
campaign on television and national radio, I have recently allocated €900,000 to local authorities 
from Environment Fund under the 2013 Anti-Litter & Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grants Scheme.  
My Department has co-funded these grants for local authority anti-litter awareness and educa-
tion initiatives since 1997.  Under this scheme, local authorities are responsible for selecting 
suitable projects for funding and deciding on individual grant allocations.  The scheme requires 
that projects selected should promote greater public awareness and education in relation to both 
litter and graffiti.  They should also, where possible, focus on voluntary initiatives by com-
munity and environmental groups and involve schools and young people in anti-litter and anti-
graffiti action.  Typically, eligible projects include local media campaigns, clean-ups, primary/
secondary school competitions, exhibitions and the production of videos, posters and leaflets.  
The maximum grant for a project may be up to 70% of the cost, with the balance being met by 
local contributions. 

My Department has also taken several steps to combat the problem of small scale illegal 
dumping in recent times.  In summer 2012, I launched a national campaign in conjunction with 
Fáilte Ireland, local authorities and the Environmental Protection Agency and supported by the 
print media, to highlight the economic value of our environment and encouraging the public to 
report all incidences of illegal dumping to the Agency’s National Environmental Complaints 
hotline at 1850 365 121.  In 2012, I also provided funding for a new once off Litter Enforce-
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ment Grant Scheme, intended to support the enforcement activities of local authorities through 
measures such as the deployment of mobile CCTV equipment to catch fly tippers and illegal 
dumpers. 

Notwithstanding the significant penalties currently in place for both littering and illegal 
dumping, my Department is currently preparing legislative proposals that would provide for 
the introduction of a specific on-the-spot fine for incidences of fly-tipping or small-scale illegal 
dumping.  I expect to be in a position to submit proposed Heads of a Bill in this regard to Gov-
ernment for approval shortly.   

My Department also continues to provide funding support to a number of other anti-litter 
initiatives, including Tidy Towns, the National Spring Clean, the Irish Business against Litter 
(IBAL) Litter League, the Protecting Uplands and Rural Environments (PURE) project and 
the Green Schools Programme, while the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as an inde-
pendent public body under the aegis of my Department, also has a role in providing guidance 
to the public and to industry on various environmental topics, including waste prevention and 
generating greater environmental awareness.   

30/04/2013WRU00550Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRU00600398. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency 
and accountability, will publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis, 398. 
Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment if the Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and account-
ability, will publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis, the measures he 
is taking to make the actions of his senior civil servants more accountable; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19963/13]

30/04/2013WRU00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Secretary General of my Department has no difficulty with the principle of making 
her diary accessible through the Department’s website www.environ.ie.

She will publish her diary on the website on a trial basis for a period of time, subject to any 
necessary redactions for confidentiality reasons, and will review in the light of the number of 
hits received.     

30/04/2013WRU00750Fire Safety Issues

30/04/2013WRU00800399. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of new homes that have been inspected by a local authority (details 
supplied) in County Wicklow for structural defects and breaches of fire safety; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19985/13]

30/04/2013WRU00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There is an inspection target of 12-15% of all buildings covered by valid commencement 
notices and Performance Indicators compiled and published by the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency show that Wicklow County Council achieved an inspection rate of 30.69% for 
2011, the latest year for which statistics are available.  No further breakdown or categorisation 
of the inspection activity is given but I understand that further information can be provided by 
Wicklow County Council on request.   



30 April 2013

489

30/04/2013WRU00975Planning Issues

30/04/2013WRU01000400. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he has received a copy of the report (details supplied); when he intends to 
publish the report for members of the public, stakeholders and Members of the Oireachtas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19996/13]

30/04/2013WRU01100409. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will provide details of the total amount of expenditure that has been 
spent to date on a report by a person (details supplied) on the review of the management by his 
Department of an application by Wicklow County Council for loan approval in respect of the 
compulsory purchase of land at Charlesland, Greystones, County Wicklow; if all payments to 
the individual conducting the report have been made; if there are any outstanding fees owed by 
his Department; if so, the amount; the share of this total cost Wicklow County Council is bear-
ing; the steps his Department took in coming to the decision to appoint the person in question; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20263/13]

30/04/2013WRU01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 400 and 409 together. 

Issues related to the compulsory purchase of land at Charlesland, Greystones, County Wick-
low were the subject of representations by a number of Wicklow public representatives to the 
former Minister of Housing and Planning, Willie Penrose T.D.  Former Minister Penrose rec-
ommended, in consultation with me, that Senior Counsel be appointed to review these matters.  
Following a nomination by the Attorney General’s Office, I appointed Mr Seamus Woulfe SC to 
carry out the independent review. The total cost of the report amounts to €49,200 and has been 
met by my Department.  The report was published on my Department’s website on 24 April 
2013 and is available at www.environ.ie.   

I am pleased that the review has found that the allegations of the Councillors did not stand 
up.  It is extremely important that the public have confidence that local authorities are discharg-
ing their functions correctly.  That is why I commissioned this report. Having reviewed the 
report, I now regard the matter as closed. 

This report follows from a review carried out in 2012 by Mr. Woulfe into the management 
by my Department of an application by Wicklow County Council for loan approval in respect of 
the above mentioned compulsory purchase following representations made by the Councillors 
in regard to my Department.  The report fully exonerated my Department.  The total cost of, and 
expenditure by my Department on, this review was €19,680.   

30/04/2013WRU01225Local Authority Housing Issues

30/04/2013WRU01300401. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when he will approve the proposed new allocations scheme for Dublin City 
Council’s housing department in order to facilitate Dublin City Council to move away from a 
points based system to a time on the list system; the date on which this new system will come 
into operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20050/13]

30/04/2013WRU01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under section 22 of the Housing (scellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2009, which came into operation on 14 June 2010, the making and amendment of an allo-
cation scheme for social housing is a reserved function of the elected members of each housing 
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authority. 

30/04/2013WRU01450Water Meters Installation

30/04/2013WRU01500402. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will update Dáil Éireann with regard to the awarding of contracts for the in-
stallation of water meters; and when and the way the scheme will operate. [20099/13]

30/04/2013WRU01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government and the Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, 
the IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges.  The Government 
considers that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided 
that water meters should be installed in households connected to public water supplies.  The 
Government has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be estab-
lished as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible for 
the metering programme.  The Water Services Act 2013 assigns the necessary powers to allow 
Irish Water to undertake the metering programme.   

The procurement process for the metering programme is underway.  The criteria for the pro-
curement process were developed by my Department, in consultation with Bord Gáis Éireann, 
to ensure that SMEs have an opportunity to compete for contracts.  The tender criteria have 
been developed to ensure that sub-contractors have the capacity to carry out the scale of work 
involved to the necessary high standard.  The approach being taken for the sub-contractor panel 
is consistent with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines on facilitat-
ing SME participation in public procurement (that Department’s Circular 10/10 refers).  It is 
expected that the regional management contractors, who will be appointed in June 2013, will 
be utilising the resources of the pre-qualified sub-contractors for the purpose of delivering the 
meter installation works.  The installation of meter boxes and domestic water meters should 
commence in July 2013 and will be rolled out as quickly as possible thereafter. 

30/04/2013WRU01650Pyrite Remediation Programme Issues

30/04/2013WRU01700403. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason a company (details supplied) can be involved in the pyrite remediation 
scheme while at the same time actively advising people to fill in cracks in estates where pyrite 
is present and telling them that their home would not qualify for remediation prior to any inde-
pendent inspection being conducted. [20104/13]

30/04/2013WRU01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I set up the Pyrite Resolution Board to oversee and ensure the effective implementation 
of a pyrite remediation scheme for homeowners who have no other viable option to have pyrite 
remediation works undertaken.  The Board is currently drawing up the precise scope and detail 
of a pyrite remediation scheme which will set out the eligibility criteria, priorities, procedures 
and assessment/testing requirements etc. that will apply when the scheme becomes operational.

HomeBond is one of the construction stakeholders who have agreed to set up a not-for-prof-
it entity to operate a remediation scheme under the supervision of the Pyrite Resolution Board.  
In this context, the Board will receive and assess applications for remediation under the terms 
and conditions of the scheme.  The entity will have no function in relation to the assessment of 
applications for remediation nor will it have a role in the approval of such applications.  Only 
applications that have been approved by the Board will be forwarded to the entity to undertake 
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the next stages of the remediation process in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
remediation scheme as drawn up by the Board.

30/04/2013WRU01850Local and Community Development Issues

30/04/2013WRU01900404. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to the concerns being expressed by local devel-
opment companies in relation to the alignment proposals, especially as to the way this might 
affect much needed development youth work that is taking place and has been ongoing for a 
number of years; if note will be taken thereof to ensure the development youth work initiatives 
are not hived off; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20121/13]

30/04/2013WRU02000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I have had a number of meetings with the Irish Local Development Network, the repre-
sentative body of the 50 local development companies, to discuss the new arrangements arising 
from Putting People First: Action Programme for Effective Local Government and, in particu-
lar, the recommendations of the Steering Group on Local Government and Local Development 
Alignment.  The meetings focused on the implementation of these recommendations, including 
concerns raised by the companies on issues such as programme delivery arrangements, funding 
and administration.   

I have also established an Alignment Working Group to assist and advise on taking forward 
the proposals set out in Putting People First, in a way that will secure maximum value for scarce 
resources and enhance delivery of frontline services for local communities.  Local development 
companies are represented on the working group.   

The overall focus of the alignment recommendations is to bring greater collaboration to 
the publicly funded programmes that are implemented on an area basis. Therefore, I do not see 
improved alignment between local government and local development having any impact on 
local services, such as youth work, other than improved co-ordination.   

30/04/2013WRU02050Housing Statistics

30/04/2013WRU02100405. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a list of local authorities that were offering shared ownership 
schemes or mortgages broken down by the number that had interest rates between 0% and 1%, 
1% and 2%, 2% and 3%, 4% and 5%, 5% and 6%, 6% and 7%, 7% and 8%, 8% and 9%, 9% 
and 10% and 10% and above, respectively. [20144/13]

30/04/2013WRU02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy and these data are avail-
able on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.

While my Department collates data on shared ownership transactions broken down by local 
authority it does not collate the particular data sought.   

Mortgages granted to local authority borrowers under shared ownership schemes are at vari-
able interest rates which may vary from time to time based upon movements in interest rates in 
the wider money markets.

However, in the context of the standing down of all affordable housing schemes, including 
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the shared ownership scheme, announced in the Government’s 2011 housing policy, an analysis 
of the shared ownership scheme, including identification of the main difficulties and recom-
mendations for mitigating measures, is presently being conducted by the Housing Agency.

30/04/2013WRU02250Litter Pollution Issues

30/04/2013WRU02300406. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the litter enforcement grants scheme that was run in 2012 by his Department 
will be continued for 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20174/13]

30/04/2013WRU02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The taking of enforcement action in relation to any particular incident of illegal dumping 
is a matter for the relevant local authority concerned and also the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Office of Environmental Enforcement which supervises the environmental protection 
activities of local authorities.  

In 2012, I introduced, as a once-off scheme, the Litter Enforcement Grant Scheme.  This 
scheme provided funding to allow local authorities to purchase equipment and put in place mea-
sures such as the deployment of mobile CCTV equipment to assist them in their efforts to catch 
fly tippers and small scale illegal dumpers.  While the Litter Enforcement Grant Scheme was 
not intended to be provided on an annual basis, my Department continues to provide funding 
from the Environment Fund to support the deployment of a network of local authority waste en-
forcement officers.  Each local authority sets out an annual programme of action, detailing the 
enforcement activities towards which this funding will be utilised including actions to tackle 
issues such as illegal dumping. 

30/04/2013WRU02450Illegal Dumping

30/04/2013WRU02500407. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of fines for illegal dumping that have been issued by each local 
authority for illegal dumping under various legislative acts for the years 2009 to date; the results 
with an annual breakdown in tabular form; the value of fines issued each year; the amount that 
has actually been recouped arising from the issuing of fines; the measures he is taking to ensure 
that fines for illegal dumping are paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20175/13]

30/04/2013WRU02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Enforcement action against illegal waste activity is a matter for the local authorities and 
the Office of Environmental Enforcement of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and 
my Department does not compile statistics in relation to fines imposed.  For the years 2009 
to 2011, such statistics are publicly accessible through the Local Government Management 
Agency’s series of annual reports on Service Indicators in Local Authorities, available from the 
publications section of the LGMA’s website www.lgma.ie.

My Department continues to provide significant financial support to a network of local 
authority waste enforcement officers, as well as to the Office of Environmental Enforcement.  
My Department also provides the legislative framework under which both local authority and 
EPA enforcement action is initiated.  Notwithstanding the significant penalties already in place 
for both littering and illegal dumping, my Department is currently preparing legislative pro-
posals that would provide for the introduction of a specific on-the-spot fine for incidences of 
fly-tipping or small-scale illegal dumping.  Subject to approval by the Government, I would 
expect to be in a position to forward the Heads of Bill to the Office of the Attorney General for 
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drafting shortly. 

30/04/2013WRU02650Household Charge Collection

30/04/2013WRU02700408. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a person (details supplied) is entitled to a refund on their household charge 
payment which has arisen as a result of an administrative error that stated an estate was liable 
to pay it when in fact it was not; the way the householder in question can apply for the refund; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20182/13]

30/04/2013WRU02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): As part of the process of preparing the National Housing Development Survey 2011, pub-
lished by my Department in October 2011, local authorities provided details of all unfinished 
housing developments in their areas.  Unfinished housing developments were divided into four 
categories as follows: 

- Category one, where the development is still being actively completed by the developer, 
or where no serious public safety issues exist; 

- Category two, where a receiver has been appointed; 

- Category three, where a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place 
but effectively inactive; and 

- Category four, where the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing seri-
ous problems for residents. 

This categorisation formed the basis for the list of those unfinished developments eligible 
for a waiver on the annual household charge.  Only households in developments in categories 
three and four are eligible for the waiver from payment of the household charge.  The list of 
developments in which households are eligible for the waiver in 2012 is set out under the Local 
Government (Household Charge) Regulations 2012. 

  Question No. 409 answered with Question No. 400.

30/04/2013WRU02950Deposit Protection Scheme Establishment

30/04/2013WRU03000410. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his plans to introduce a deposit protection scheme for residential tenants; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20294/13]

30/04/2013WRU03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the tenant-
landlord relationship in the private rented residential sector.  Under section 12 (1)(d) of the Act 
a landlord is obliged promptly to refund deposits unless, and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act, rent or other charges or taxes are owing or there is damage to the property beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

On foot of the commitment in the Programme for Government 2011 to introduce a tenancy 
deposit protection scheme I asked the Private Residential Tenancies Board   (PRTB) to com-
mission research on such a scheme and to report back to me with recommendations.  The final 
report and recommendations were submitted to me on 12 November 2012 and I am examining 
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the report with a view to providing for the establishment of a tenancy deposit protection scheme 
in the context of the Oireachtas consideration of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 
2) Bill 2012.   

30/04/2013WRU03150Local and Community Development Issues

30/04/2013WRU03200411. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when an already approved grant to a community association (details supplied) in 
County Cork will be paid in view of commitments made and expenses incurred; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20306/13]

30/04/2013WRU03300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following a thorough examination of project activity under the LEADER elements of 
the Rural Development Programme (RDP) I announced, on 24 April 2013, the lifting of the 
embargo on project approvals. 

The completion of this review has facilitated the immediate issuing of RDP contracts for ap-
proximately €42 million worth of projects which have been approved by the Board of the Local 
Development Companies (LDCs) and have all the necessary requirements in place.  

The LDCs, including South East Cork Area Development the LDC dealing with this project, 
have been allowed two weeks to notify my Department as to whether all of the projects within 
this €42 million are ready to proceed.  I understand that this project forms part of the €42 mil-
lion and the group should hear from the LDC shortly with a view to progressing the project. 

30/04/2013WRU03350Water Charges Introduction

30/04/2013WRU03400412. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the discussions he has had with other Departments in respect of the introduction 
of water charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17866/13]

30/04/2013WRU03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of domestic water charges 
as part of wider reforms of water services provision.  The Government considers that charg-
ing based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided that water meters 
should be installed in households connected to public water supplies.  The Government has also 
decided that Irish Water, the new State-owned water company established as an independent 
subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group.  All Departments were consulted in relation to 
these matters in advance of these decisions.  My Department remains in regular contact with 
a number of Government Departments in relation to various aspects of the water reform pro-
gramme. 

30/04/2013WRV00113Thatching Grants Expenditure

30/04/2013WRV00200413. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total money available for thatching grants in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013; 
the number of grants issued on a county basis in each of those years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13002/13]

30/04/2013WRV00175Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under my Department’s grant scheme for the renewal or 
repair of a thatched roof, a grant of up to €3,810 or two thirds of the approved cost, whichever 
is the lesser, may be payable in respect of necessary works to renew or repair the thatched roofs 
of houses. A higher grant of up to €5,714 may be payable where the house is situated on certain 
specified islands off the West and South coasts. In the case of medical card holders a grant of 
up to €6,350, or up to 80% of the approved cost, may be payable in respect of houses situated 
on the mainland, rising to €8,252 where the house is situated on a specified off-shore island.   

The scheme is demand led and a provisional amount of €680,000 has been set aside to meet 
anticipated expenditure this year. Details of grant expenditure for the year s 2010 to date to-
gether with a breakdown of the numbers of grants paid, by county, for the same period are set 
out in the following tables:

Table 1 . Thatching Grants - Annual Expenditure   

Year Amount 
2010 €840,735 
2011 €725,505 
2012 €601,669 
2013 (to 24 April) €199,675 

Table 2 . Thatching Grants paid per county   

County 2010 2011 2012 2013 (to 24 
April) 

Carlow 2 0 0 0 
Cavan 2 1 1 0 
Clare 2 4 4 1 
Cork 10 13 6 3 
Donegal 32 18 11 7 
Dublin 4 1 2 0 
Galway 40 31 35 8 
Kerry 4 4 4 0 
Kildare 5 4 2 2 
Kilkenny 4 9 6 1 
Laois 7 6 4 3 
Leitrim 0 1 0 0 
Limerick 15 9 10 3 
Longford 1 3 6 1 
Louth 3 4 3 0 
Mayo 6 6 4 1 
Meath 5 9 4 0 
Monaghan 0 1 0 0 
Offaly 3 5 7 1 
Roscommon 3 1 0 2 
Sligo 8 1 0 0 
Tipperary 14 10 5 3 
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County 2010 2011 2012 2013 (to 24 
April) 

Waterford 8 11 8 2 
Westmeath 3 3 3 0 
Wexford 3 3 7 4 
Wicklow 4 2 2 1 

30/04/2013WRV00350Leader Programmes Funding

30/04/2013WRV00400414. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amounts of funding available to heritage projects under the rural devel-
opment, Leader programme 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13136/13]

30/04/2013WRV00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The main aims of Axes 3   &   4 (LEADER) of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 
are to support the diversification of the rural economy and improve the quality of life in rural 
areas. Through the RDP measure Conservation and Upgrading of the Rural Heritage , funding is 
provided to support an integrated approach to the protection of the local heritage through a suite 
of related preservation actions, complemented by a range of initiatives designed to develop the 
sustainable economic contribution of the natural heritage. To date this measure has registered 
almost €13 million euro in expenditure with a further €8.9 million in contractual commitments 
yet to be paid on completion of the work, a total of €21.6   million. 

The recent completion of a full review of project approvals under Axis 3 & 4 (LEADER) of 
the RDP has facilitated the immediate issuing of contracts for approximately €42 million worth 
of projects that have all the necessary approvals in place. This includes just over €2.5 million 
under the Conservation and Upgrading of the Rural Heritage measure which is in addition to 
the €21.6 million referred to above. The Local Development Companies (LDCs) contracted to 
deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP have been allowed two weeks, until 8 May, to let my 
Department know whether all of the projects within this €42 million are ready to proceed. Once 
this exercise is complete my Department will then be in a position to establish the remaining 
balance of funding in the RDP and will notify each LDC of their allocation to the end of the 
Programme. Following this my Department will request a revised financial plan from each LDC 
which will detail how their overall allocation is apportioned under the various RDP measures. 
The national allocation per measure will be based on these returns. 

30/04/2013WRV00550Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

30/04/2013WRV00600415. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding the provision of funding by his Department for a sew-
age collection network at Kildare town; the length of time this network collection application 
has been with his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20375/13]

30/04/2013WRV00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Kildare Sewerage Scheme (Sewer Network Contract) is included in my Department’s 
Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013   as a contract to proceed to construction 
during the lifetime of the Programme.

Kildare County Council’s revised Contract Documents for this contract were received in my 
Department on 23 April 2013 and are under examination at present.
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30/04/2013WRV00750Property Taxation Exemptions

30/04/2013WRV00800416. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in relation to pyrite related property tax exemption, if he will clarify if engineers’ 
reports and geotechnical tests results which were completed prior to the publication of IS398 
which will have cost the house owner thousands of euro, including VAT, will be accepted for 
exemption from property tax. [20429/13]

30/04/2013WRV00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan):  Section 10A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for a 
temporary exemption of at least three consecutive years from the charge to Local Property Tax 
(LPT) for residential properties that have been certified as having “significant pyritic damage”.

Regulations are currently being finalised in my Department and will be published shortly 
which will set out the methodology for the assessment of dwellings to establish significant 
pyritic damage.  The Regulations will require that homeowners demonstrate significant pyritic 
damage in accordance with the recently published standard by the National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland, I.S. 398 – Reactive Pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1.  This standard 
provides guidance on the building condition assessment, as well as on the sampling and testing 
to be carried out to establish the presence of significant pyritic damage.

To be eligible for an exemption from the LPT, a homeowner must obtain a certificate, from a 
competent person, confirming the presence of significant pyritic damage on the basis of a build-
ing condition assessment in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2013 and having regard to the outcome 
of the testing and classification of the sub-floor hardcore material carried out in accordance with 
I.S. 398-1:2013.  Eligibility for an exemption will be determined by reference to the presence 
of significant pyritic damage in the relevant property concerned.

Conscious of the need to reduce costs to affected homeowners, provision is being made in 
the Regulations for the use, where feasible, of the results from testing of the sub-floor hardcore 
undertaken prior to the publication of I.S. 398-1:2013, to classify the hardcore material if the 
testing that has been carried out is in accordance with, or equivalent to, the test methods pro-
vided in I.S. 398-1:2013, and this has been validated as such by a competent person.

A Building Condition Assessment in accordance with I.S. 398 will be required to be carried 
out by a competent person irrespective of when the testing is, or was, carried out.

A homeowner cannot claim the exemption until the relevant certificate has been issued in 
respect of the residential property.  He or she should notify the Revenue Commissioners at that 
stage to claim the exemption.  Special arrangements will apply in respect of 2013 and 2014 
to facilitate homeowners in claiming an exemption.  While homeowners who do not have the 
relevant certificate on the first liability date of 1 May 2013 (liability date for 2013), or by 1 No-
vember 2013 (liability date for 2014), will be required to pay LPT for those periods, they will 
be able to reclaim the tax paid if they obtain the certificate by 31 December 2013 and notify 
the Revenue Commissioners in writing on or before 31 January 2014.  As an alternative to such 
retrospective treatment they can opt to start the period of exemption from the liability date fol-
lowing the issue of the certificate.

30/04/2013WRV00950Property Taxation Collection

30/04/2013WRV01000417. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline on a local authority basis, the number of households which paid 
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the property tax on a monthly basis since November 2012. [20430/13]

30/04/2013WRV01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. 
It is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge.

The Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge sys-
tem on a shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils.  The table below details 
the properties registered for the Household Charge, including waiver registrations, by local 
authority area on 30 November 2012, 31 December 2012, 31 January 2013, 28 February 2013, 
31 March 2013 and on 26 April 2013.

I am advised by the Agency that due to relatively low volumes, waiver details are not au-
tomatically extracted on a daily basis and the numbers of waivers cannot be retrospectively 
generated once a date has passed. Therefore, in assembling the table, the figure for the number 
of waivers for some dates has been estimated by the Agency using the closest available date for 
which waiver figures are recorded. Given the low number of waivers as a proportion of the total 
number of properties registered, the impact on the attached table is minimal.

County/
City Coun-
cil

Properties 
Registered 
30/11/2012

Properties 
Registered 
31/12/2012

Properties 
Registered 
31/1/2013

Properties 
Registered 
28/2/2013

Properties 
Registered 
31/3/2013

Properties 
Registered 
26/4/2013

Carlow 12,094 12,431 12,876 13,110 13,267 13,553
Cavan 17,217 17,483 17,891 18,147 18,338 18,631
Clare 33,026 33,570 34,200 34,915 35,461 36,066
Cork City 28,126 28,452 28,751 29,001 29,392 30,047
Cork 
County

93,154 95,653 97,914 99,224 100,852 102,878

Donegal 36,141 37,292 38,429 39,652 40,221 41,212
Dublin 
City

138,361 139,856 141,425 142,126 143,744 146,184

Dún 
Laoghaire-
Rathdown

63,380 63,842 64,421 64,674 65,082 65,712

Fingal 62,075 63,068 64,115 64,673 65,720 67,071
Galway 
City

20,167 21,024 21,279 21,451 21,655 21,941

Galway 
County

41,731 41,990 43,592 44,695 45,264 46,238

Kerry 43,445 43,909 44,502 45,025 45,422 46,191
Kildare 45,833 46,612 47,522 47,979 48,679 49,728
Kilkenny 21,399 21,927 22,574 22,830 23,079 23,444
Laois 16,433 16,670 17,135 17,415 17,624 17,919
Leitrim 9,168 9,258 9,484 9,618 9,773 9,963
Limerick 
City

14,134 14,293 14,423 14,580 14,858 15,150

Limerick 
County

31,743 32,180 32,874 33,235 33,716 34,350
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County/
City Coun-
cil

Properties 
Registered 
30/11/2012

Properties 
Registered 
31/12/2012

Properties 
Registered 
31/1/2013

Properties 
Registered 
28/2/2013

Properties 
Registered 
31/3/2013

Properties 
Registered 
26/4/2013

Longford 8,777 9,066 9,344 9,574 9,712 9,917
Louth 25,259 25,776 26,419 26,743 27,091 27,546
Mayo 38,749 39,391 40,837 41,535 41,909 42,356
Meath 38,264 39,239 40,044 40,520 41,074 41,873
Monaghan 13,880 14,023 14,397 14,519 14,710 14,854
North Tip-
perary

18,075 18,293 18,627 18,836 19,128 19,359

Offaly 15,173 15,736 16,058 16,426 16,680 17,059
Roscom-
mon

16,131 16,593 17,530 18,003 18,228 18,566

Sligo 17,825 18,311 18,988 19,274 19,501 19,855
South 
Dublin

52,369 53,227 54,000 54,424 55,395 56,809

South Tip-
perary

20,729 21,027 21,467 21,699 21,951 22,374

Waterford 
City

10,668 10,774 10,942 11,037 11,163 11,400

Waterford 
County

16,467 16,677 16,984 17,204 17,446 17,784

Westmeath 20,420 20,670 21,011 21,215 21,433 21,909
Wexford 36,698 37,168 38,079 38,736 39,233 39,891
Wicklow 32,049 32,357 32,834 33,161 33,524 34,029

30/04/2013WRV01150Crime Statistics

30/04/2013WRV01200418. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
a breakdown of the number of assaults that have been committed by members of the public 
on staff in Bus Éireann in the past three years; the number of those assaults that were commit-
ted by members of the public on Bus Éireann drivers; the number of those assaults that were 
reported to An Garda Síochána by Bus Éireann; the number of those assaults reported to the 
Garda by Bus Éireann that resulted in convictions; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19760/13]

30/04/2013WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the information sought is not readily available and would require disproportion-
ate expenditure of Garda time and resources to compile.  I can assure that Deputy that An Garda 
Síochána take very seriously any reports of incidents of assault or anti-social behaviour which 
occur on public transport.  An Garda Síochána are in regular contact with transport providers to 
address any issues which arise.

30/04/2013WRV01350Garda Vehicles

30/04/2013WRV01400419. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
vehicles that have been rolled out nationally; the number allocated to the Tipperary Garda divi-
sion; if he will identify the Garda stations in the Tipperary division that received patrol cars; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [19730/13]

30/04/2013WRV01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the con-
text of his identified operational demands and in the light of available resources.  Responsibility 
for the efficient deployment of all Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional 
Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational circumstances. 

The Deputy will be aware that an additional €3 million was made available to An Garda 
Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure a further 171 vehicles. 
This brought total investment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 
213 new vehicles being procured during the year.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the roll out of the most recently purchased patrol 
vehicles has been completed. Details of the vehicles allocated to the Garda Districts within the 
Tipperary Division in 2012 are outlined in the table below. A more detailed breakdown is not 
currently available.

District No. of Vehicles
Cahir District 3
Clonmel District 1
Thurles District 3

In addition to the investment provided in 2012, a specific allocation of €5 million has been 
provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in the current year.  This represents a 
very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level 
of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my 
commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided 
with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient policing service.

30/04/2013WRV01550Asylum Applications

30/04/2013WRV01600420. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the immigration status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19770/13]

30/04/2013WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 13th November, 2006, that the then Minister proposed to 
make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deporta-
tion Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to 
apply for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities 
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
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of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/04/2013WRV01750Crime Prevention

30/04/2013WRV01800421. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consider-
ation has been given to compelling bicycle shops and other purveyors of bicycles to retain the 
serial numbers of bicycles sold along with the purchasers’ details they retain, especially for 
those availing of the cycle to work tax scheme, as a measure to tackle the increase in theft of 
bicycles and to allow for more bikes to be reunited with their owners quickly when recovered 
by An Garda Síochána. [19816/13]

30/04/2013WRV01900422. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consider-
ation is being given to a voluntary registration of bicycle serial numbers with An Garda Síochá-
na and the steps being taken to prevent and tackle the increasing theft of bicycles. [19817/13]

30/04/2013WRV02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 421 and 422 together.

An Garda Síochána is proactive in encouraging the public to protect their property, includ-
ing bicycles, and a range of measures are in place to prevent and tackle the theft of bicycles.

A crime prevention information leaflet on bicycle security is available on the Garda website, 
www.garda.ie  . The leaflet accentuates the importance of bicycle owners keeping a record of 
the bicycle frame identification number, colour and any other unique features.  Furthermore, in 
July 2012, An Garda Síochána created a link from the Garda website to YouTube to call atten-
tion to a video on bicycle security which had been developed as a joint initiative by An Garda 
Síochána and Dublin City Council.   I am also informed that An Garda Síochána is currently 
rolling out a pilot scheme in a number of Garda locations which allows members of the public 
to view on-line photographs of recovered property, including bicycles, on the Garda page of the 
social media site, Flickr.

I have no plans at the present time to introduce legal obligations in this regard over and 
above the voluntary crime prevention measures which owners of any type of valuable property 
are encouraged to take to assist in the return of their property should it be recovered following 
a theft.

30/04/2013WRV02050Crime Prevention

30/04/2013WRV02100423. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is con-
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sidering making it compulsory for mobile telephone retailers or operators to retain the IMEI 
serial number of the telephone being purchased, to help tackle the increasing theft of mobile 
telephones and the steps he will take to tackle this growing crime. [19818/13]

30/04/2013WRV02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that, 
in accordance with the provisions of the Telecommunications (Retention of Data) Act, 2011, 
telecommunications service providers currently retain the International Mobile Equipment 
Identity (IMEI) numbers in respect of mobile phone devices operating on their networks. In the 
event of a provider receiving a report of a mobile phone being stolen, the IMEI number is used 
to prevent that mobile device from being used.

I can also advise the Deputy that a proactive approach is being applied by An Garda Sío-
chána in relation to theft from persons, and in particular the theft of mobile phones.  A crime 
prevention information leaflet,   Mobile Phone Theft Prevention Advice, is available on the 
Garda Website and a public awareness campaign, including a dedicated item on the Crimeline 
programme, was undertaken by An Garda Síochána in March 2013 to inform and advise the 
public on how to protect their mobile phones.

In addition, the Dublin City Joint Policing Committee in association with An Garda Sío-
chána and Dublin City Council have prepared an information booklet outlining the risks asso-
ciated with the use of smart phones in public places.  It also provides information on ways in 
which people can safeguard their phones, including obtaining their IMEI numbers and through 
increased SIM locking and PIN activation to ensure that if their phone is stolen the service 
provider can immediately block the phone, rendering it immediately inoperative. These leaflets 
are currently being distributed throughout Dublin City with a view to increasing the public’s 
awareness to smart phone theft.

At an enforcement level, An Garda Síochána also continues to address the challenges as-
sociated with thefts from the person, including theft of mobile phones.   In this regard Opera-
tion Aughrim was introduced in June 2012, in the Dublin Metropolitan Region, with particular 
emphasis being placed in the Pearse Street and Store Street Districts. This operation is intel-
ligence led with uniformed Gardaí engaged in a high visibility patrols as well as plain clothes 
members conducting surveillance in identified hotspots.  Contact with mobile phone shops 
which specialise in the sale, supply and repair of second hand smart phones also forms part of 
this operation.

30/04/2013WRV02250Naturalisation Applications

30/04/2013WRV02300424. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when persons (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for naturalisation. 
[19864/13]

30/04/2013WRV02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the persons referred to had their applications granted and were presented with a 
Certificate of Naturalisation at a citizenship ceremony held at the Convention Centre, Dublin 
on 14 June 2012 and 30 August 2012 respectively.

30/04/2013WRV02450Naturalisation Applications

30/04/2013WRV02500425. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person 
(details supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for naturalisation. 
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[19865/13]

30/04/2013WRV02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the person referred to had his application granted and was presented with a Certifi-
cate of Naturalisation at a citizenship ceremony held at the Convention Centre, Dublin on 14 
June 2012.

30/04/2013WRV02650Asylum Seeker Accommodation

30/04/2013WRV02700426. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to end 
the system of direct provision here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19939/13]

30/04/2013WRV02800427. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is in a 
position to introduce a maximum six month stay in accommodation for children who in are 
direct provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19940/13]

30/04/2013WRV02900428. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any assess-
ment has been done on the psychological needs of children in direct provision; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19941/13]

30/04/2013WRV03000429. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
an independent external inquiry into the direct provision system; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19942/13]

30/04/2013WRV03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 426 to 429, inclusive, together.

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department is responsible for the op-
eration of the system of direct provision. There are currently 35 asylum accommodation centres 
under contract to RIA, providing accommodation and ancillary services to 4,715 persons.

The Direct Provision system remains a key pillar of the State’s asylum and immigration 
system and I have no plans to end it.  I, and previous Ministers for Justice and Equality, have 
explained in response to previous Dáil Questions how the normal structures dealing with home-
lessness could not cope when the number of asylum seekers arriving in Ireland increased dra-
matically, and how the Direct Provision system was the only realistic accommodation solution.  
There are no cheaper alternatives to the direct provision system.  In fact, if we were operating a 
system which facilitated asylum seekers in living independent lives in individual housing with 
social welfare support and payments, aside from the asylum ‘pull factor’ it would likely cre-
ate, the cost to the exchequer would be double what is currently paid under the direct provision 
system. This was a key finding in the recent Value for Money Report on the direct provision 
system which was published in 2010 and is on the RIA website - www.ria.gov.ie.   I have also 
explained the nature of the full board accommodation system provided; how RIA coordinates 
through other Government bodies a number of ancillary services to residents; how residents are 
offered free medical screening on arrival in the State and have access to health services; and 
how residents have access to primary and secondary education services, on the same basis as 
Irish citizens.

The practical effect of limiting the time spent by children spent in Direct Provision to six 
months is that the system itself becomes largely inoperable beyond that period for all residents. 
The alternative is the granting of the right to work and an extensive range of mainstreamed 
social and housing supports which, for the reasons given above, is not a realistic policy op-
tion.  That said, I have acknowledged that the length of time spent in direct provision and the 
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complexity of the asylum process is an issue to be addressed.  The accommodation system is 
inextricably linked to the surrounding asylum process. The revised Immigration, Residence and 
Protection Bill, which I intend to re-publish, should substantially simplify and streamline the 
existing arrangements for asylum, subsidiary protection and leave to remain applications.  It 
will do this by making provision for the establishment of a single application procedure, so that 
applicants can be provided with a final decision on all aspects of their protection application in 
a more straight forward and timely fashion.  Pending the enactment and commencement of the 
new legislation and with a view to improving processing, I am proposing to introduce new ar-
rangements for the processing of subsidiary protection applications in light of recent judgments 
in the Superior Courts.  My Department, in consultation with the Attorney General’s Office, is 
developing a new legislative and administrative framework for the processing of current and 
future subsidiary protection applications. This work is being given high priority and applicants 
will be advised of the new arrangements as soon as possible. 

In relation to the psychological needs of asylum seekers in direct provision, including their 
children, all such persons are entitled to the same level of medical - including psychological - 
care as persons residing in the general community. Asylum seekers are, by definition, a category 
of persons who arrived in this country seeking protection from harm.  They are disconnected 
from their home country, from family and from their social network. Decisions as to whether 
there needs to be specific research into the psychological needs of a particular set of children is 
ultimately a matter for the HSE to determine. In this context, it should be noted that the medical 
and psychological services provided to asylum seekers are at least on a par with those provided 
to the community generally. Some additional supports such as psychological supports focussed 
specifically on asylum seekers are also provided. Other organisations also provide supports 
locally and nationally, many of which (such as Spirasi’s Centre for the Survivors of Torture) 
receive funding from the HSE.

In this connection, it cannot be emphasised enough that RIA takes the issue of child welfare, 
and the protection of residents generally, very seriously. RIA has had a child protection policy, 
based on the HSE’s Children First Policy, in place since 2006. There is a specific unit in RIA 
called the Child and Family Services Unit, which is fully staffed and whose role is to manage, 
deliver, coordinate, monitor and plan all matters relating to child and family services for all asy-
lum seekers residing in the direct provision system.  It also acts as a conduit between RIA and 
the HSE, the latter having statutory functions in this area.  Moreover, all staff in centres must be 
Garda vetted and comply with RIA’s child protection policy, a copy of which is available on its 
website - www.ria.gov.ie.  This is in furtherance of RIA’s policy which has as its principal aim 
the minimisation of risk to children and vulnerable adults residing in its centres. 

In terms of an independent external enquiry into the direct provision system ,I have already 
indicated that it cannot be viewed separately from the overall asylum and immigration system 
which is ultimately a matter of Government policy subject to scrutiny and oversight by the 
Oireachtas. Over the years, the system has been open to scrutiny by many national and interna-
tional bodies. Centres have been visited by various international bodies, including the UNHCR, 
the Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner, by the Council of Europe European Com-
mission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), and others.  On 6 October, 2011, in Geneva  
I appeared before the UN Human Rights Committee in connection with its scrutiny of Ireland 
under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Process . No recommendation was made in relation 
to the Direct Provision system in the Committee’s subsequent UPR report on Ireland. 

The practical day to day operation of the system is,of course subject to inspection, includ-
ing independent inspection.. All accommodation centres under contract to RIA are obliged to 
ensure that their premises comply with and operate in accordance with all relevant statutory 
requirements of local authorities in relation to planning, building, bye-laws, bedroom capacity, 
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food, food hygiene, water supply, sewage disposal, fire precautions, and general safety. Inspec-
tions of the direct provision centres are carried out by RIA inspectors, an external Inspectorate 
(QTS Ltd), plus other inspections for fire safety and food safety (EHO). As already cited, a 
comprehensive review on the operation of the asylum seeker accommodation programme was 
carried out and the subsequent report -  “Value for Money and Policy Review - Asylum Seeker 
Accommodation Programme” -    was published in May 2010. A copy of this review is available 
on the RIA website at www.ria.gov.ie.

30/04/2013WRW00150Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRW00200430. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Secretary 
General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish his 
diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19968/13]

30/04/2013WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that there are currently no plans to publish the diary of the Secretary General on the Depart-
ment’s website.

30/04/2013WRW00350Personal Insolvency Act

30/04/2013WRW00400431. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the professional 
qualifications and requirements that are required of a personal insolvency practitioner; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19979/13]

30/04/2013WRW00500437. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the safeguards 
that exist to ensure that personal insolvency practitioners act in an independent manner, particu-
larly in view of the fact that PIPs will be constantly dealing with the same creditor banks where 
familiarity may undermine independence. [20026/13]

30/04/2013WRW00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 431 and 437 together.

The independent role played by Personal Involvency Practitioners (PIPs) will be critical to 
the success of the new debt solutions under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.  A PIP will have 
to be free from any undue influence, guidance or control by any other person that could prevent 
or hinder their performance of their functions under the Act.  Therefore it is important that we 
provide a strong regulatory framework that will cover the control and supervision of individuals 
who will provide services under the provisions of the Personal Insolvency Act.

All PIPs will be authorised and regulated by the Insolvency Service of Ireland, in accor-
dance with Part 5 of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 - Sections 159 to 169.  In Part 5 of the 
Act, Section 163 sets out how an individual may make application to carry on practice as a Per-
sonal Insolvency Practitioner, and Section 164 the matters which the Insolvency Service must 
take into account in deciding whether an applicant should be authorised as a PIP or whether 
authorisation is to be refused. 

The Insolvency Service of Ireland will shortly publish the Regulations under Section 161 of 
the Act in regard to the authorisation and regulation of personal insolvency practitioners.  The 
Regulations will set out the necessary criteria in regard to qualifications.  As I have previously 
stated, I expect that accountants, lawyers and a broad range of financial advisors may wish to 
seek regulation as practitioners, but it will not be confined to these professions.  The qualifying 
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criteria for becoming a practitioner will be rigorous and will be based on a series of important 
considerations such as educational and professional qualifications, relevant knowledge and ex-
perience, and the completion of a course of study - by passing an exam - on the laws and prac-
tice generally, as they apply in the State, in relation to the insolvency of individuals and knowl-
edge of the Act.  Applicants will also have to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Insolvency 
Service that they are fit and proper persons, that they are financially sound, and that they have 
the organisational capability and the resources to carry on the practice of being a practitioner.  
They will have to hold professional indemnity insurance as well as being tax compliant. 

Where a person has concerns that improper conduct by a PIP has occurred or is occurring, 
they may make a complaint in writing to the Insolvency Service.  The Act provides that the In-
solvency Service, following receipt of a complaint, or of its own volition, may investigate any 
improper conduct by a PIP.  This may result in the suspension or revocation of the authorisation 
of the personal insolvency practitioner or the imposition of sanctions in accordance with the 
Act.

30/04/2013WRW00650Peace Commissioners

30/04/2013WRW00700432. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
the full list of active and currently serving peace commissioners in an area (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow; the date of each of their appointments by him and his predecessors; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19995/13]

30/04/2013WRW00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My officials are collating the 
information which will be forwarded to the Deputy in the coming days.   

30/04/2013WRW00850Residency Permits

30/04/2013WRW00900433. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of eligibility for residency in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20007/13]

30/04/2013WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant.  Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 21st May, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against her.  In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply for 
subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibil-
ity for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection.  When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made.  Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/04/2013WRW01050Visa Applications

30/04/2013WRW01100434. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
view the decision to refuse a visa application in respect of a person (details supplied). [20008/13]

30/04/2013WRW01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The visa application referred 
to by the Deputy was received in the Visa Office, Dublin on 5 December 2012.  Following full 
consideration, the Visa Officer decided to refuse the grant of the visa on 8 February 2013.

The decision to refuse was appealed on 22 March 2013 and was upheld by an appeals officer 
on 18 April 2013.

The visa appeals officer did not consider that the person concerned provided sufficient evi-
dence of her obligations to return following a visit to Ireland and had concerns that she would 
not observe the conditions of a visa were it to be approved.  It was noted that on a previous oc-
casion that she did not comply with the conditions of her visa and overstayed by 10 days. 

It is open to the person concerned to make a new application should she so wish.  Where 
doing so, the applicant should be in a position to address the reasons for the refusal.

Guidelines regarding the visa application procedure are available on the website of the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service - www.inis.gov.ie.  Queries in relation to general immi-
gration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/04/2013WRW01250Public Order Offences

30/04/2013WRW01300435. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to in-
troduce an amendment to the Criminal Justice (Public Order) 2011 Act following the ruling in 
the cases (details supplied) which imposes a requirement on An Garda Síochána to establish 
that begging is taking place without legal authorisation before an arrest can be made, and in the 
case of foreign nationals, this requirement makes the legislation unworkable if a translator is 
required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20023/13]

30/04/2013WRW01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I should say at the outset that 
the judgment of White J. in the DPP v Rostas & Anor relates to the conduct of prosecutions for 
offences under the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2011, rather than the arrest of persons 
under the Act.  A member of An Garda Síochána may continue to arrest a person whom he or 
she suspects, on reasonable grounds, or having committed an offence under sections 2 or 3 of 
the Act.

Having said that, my Department is in the process of preparing an amendment to the Crimi-
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nal Justice (Public Order) Act 2011 that would reverse the burden of proof in relation to this 
issue and I would hope to be in a position to bring forward that amendment in the near future.

30/04/2013WRW01450Insolvency Service of Ireland Issues

30/04/2013WRW01500436. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget and 
head count for the Insolvency Service of Ireland for 2013, 2014 and 2015. [20024/13]

30/04/2013WRW01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Insolvency Service of 
Ireland budget for 2013 is €7.398 million.  The budgets for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been 
determined.

The expected staffing level of the Insolvency Service of Ireland is 91.  It is anticipated that 
recruitment for the Service will be completed during the second quarter of 2013 and is being 
carried out as expeditiously as possible.

Question No. 437 answered with Question No. 431.

30/04/2013WRW01750Courts Service Issues

30/04/2013WRW01800438. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
in tabular form the number of appeals waiting to be heard at the Supreme Court classified ac-
cording to the year in which the appeal was allowed. [20027/13]

30/04/2013WRW01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, under 
the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provi-
sion of statistics, is a matter for the Courts Service.  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I 
have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that because of the automatic 
right of appeal to the Supreme Court, there is no procedure whereby the Court considers an ap-
peal in order to make a decision on its admissibility.  Under the Rules of the Superior Courts, 
appeals must be lodged within 21 days of receipt of the High Court order.

The table below sets out the number of appeals lodged and disposed of annually for the last 
5 years which can also be found in the Courts Service annual reports for the years in question.  

Year Appeals lodged Appeals disposed
2012 605 255
2011 499 258
2010 466 309
2009 499 341
2008 443 334
* the disposal figures include appeals withdrawn on consent without a formal court hearing.

30/04/2013WRW01950Garda Deployment

30/04/2013WRW02000439. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will set out 
in tabular form the number of gardaí assigned to each Garda station in Dublin as of February 
2011 and February 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20108/13]
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30/04/2013WRW02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of each Garda Station in the Dublin Metropoli-
tan Region on 28 February 2011 and 2013 was as set out in the table hereunder:

Station 28/02/11 28/02/13
Blackrock 98 82
Dundrum 75 74
Stepaside 30 35
Cabinteely 39 39
Dalkey 31 Closed 2012
Dun Laoghaire 108 100
Kill O Grange 29 24
Shankill 59 65
Balbriggan 69 68
Garristown 3 2
Lusk 7 10
Rush 5 Closed 2012
Skerries 11 10
Ballymun 126 118
Dublin Airport 22 31
Santry 82 102
Whitehall 44 Closed 2012
Coolock 119 111
Malahide 37 36
Swords 85 76
Clontarf 79 72
Howth 38 42
Raheny 75 64
Bridewell 175 174
Fitzgibbon Street 115
Mountjoy 100 207*
Store Street 284 267
Crumlin 107 98
Sundrive Road 76 67
Rathmines 69 63
Terenure 105 98
Rathfarnham 75 74
Tallaght 199 188
Donnybrook 130 119
Irishtown 51 50
Kevin Street 158 142
Kilmainham 81 78
Harcourt Tce 82 Closed 2012
Pearse Street 261 309
Blanchardstown 195 163
Cabra 70 85
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Station 28/02/11 28/02/13
Finglas 121 117
Ballyfermot 100 92
Clondalkin 100 97
Rathcoole 28 25
Lucan 80 72
Ronanstown 95 93

  *members assigned to Fitzgibbon St are still assigned there but working from Mountjoy Station while refurbishments are being carried out on Fitzgibbon St Station.

30/04/2013WRW02150Proposed Legislation

30/04/2013WRW02200440. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
ensure that women who have children by surrogacy are afforded maternity leave; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [18831/13]

30/04/2013WRW02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I have previously stated 
in recent parliamentary questions, I am presently engaged in the preparation of a Family Rela-
tionships and Children Bill, which will among other matters, deal with parentage issues arising 
from surrogacy.

The current position is that surrogacy is not recognised in Irish law and maternity leave is 
not available to women whose children are born through a surrogacy arrangement.  However 
the birth mother of such a child born in Ireland is entitled to maternity leave and mothers who 
adopt children are entitled to adoptive leave.

30/04/2013WRW02350Community Policing

30/04/2013WRW02400441. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if approval has 
been given for a phone texting alert system in community alert schemes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20184/13]

30/04/2013WRW02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that text alert systems may be used by Gardaí, via Community Alert or other such 
groups, to alert the community in relation to suspicious activity or vehicles in their area, ap-
peal for information, inform the community about road closures or to provide crime prevention 
advice.

I am advised that the matter of the management of text alert systems in Community Alert 
schemes is currently being considered by An Garda Síochána in conjunction with stakeholder 
organisations such as Muintir na Tíre, Neighbourhood Watch and the Irish Farmers Association, 
with a view to identifying an appropriate model which could be rolled out nationally.

30/04/2013WRW02550Departmental Reports

30/04/2013WRW02600442. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has al-
ready received or, if not, if he will request as a matter of urgency the report of the formal review 
by the Garda serious crime review team into a murder inquiry (details supplied) in 1985 in 
County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20250/13]

30/04/2013WRW02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Garda 
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authorities that the examination surrounding the circumstances of the death of Father Niall 
Molloy is almost complete and that a report of this examination is expected to be submitted to 
the Commissioner sometime in May.  Upon receipt of a report from the Commissioner I will 
review the situation.

I understand that the officers carrying out the examination are continuing to keep the family 
members of the deceased updated on progress.  While I fully appreciate the concerns of the fam-
ily, in any case where criminal behaviour is suspected it is only through a Garda investigation, 
and where evidence of criminal wrongdoing is available through the submission of a file by 
the Gardaí to the Director of Public Prosecutions, that persons can be brought fully to account.

Therefore, I hope that the Deputy will agree that, in the first instance, we need to allow the 
present Garda examination to proceed to its conclusion.

30/04/2013WRW02750Asylum Applications

30/04/2013WRW02800443. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of an application for subsidiary protection in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20254/13]

30/04/2013WRW02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant.  Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 17th July, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against him.  In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for sub-
sidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility 
for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in his case.  The judicial review proceedings were 
struck out on 8th February, 2013 meaning that the earlier decisions of the Refugee Appeals 
Tribunal and the Minister stood.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection.  When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of 
the outcome.  In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position 
in the State of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as 
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered 
before a final decision is made.  Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the conse-
quences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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30/04/2013WRW02950NAMA Debtors

30/04/2013WRW03000444. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
debtors of the National Asset Management Agency being investigated by An Garda Síochána 
following referral by NAMA arising from submissions by the debtors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20291/13]

30/04/2013WRW03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that two complaints regarding the matter referred to by the Deputy are under inves-
tigation at the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation.

The Deputy will appreciate that as these matters are under investigation it would not be ap-
propriate for me to comment further at this time.

30/04/2013WRW03150International Agreements

30/04/2013WRW03200445. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
reason Ireland has not signed the Istanbul Convention to date; the plans afoot to sign the con-
vention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20310/13]

30/04/2013WRW03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I stated in my reply to PQ 
No. 53776/12  of 4 December, 2012, Ireland supports, in principle, the aims and terms of the 
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and do-
mestic violence.  Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-
based Violence, an executive office within my Department, actively contributed to all stages 
of the drafting process in relation to the Convention.  That process took place over a period of 
almost two years.

The detailed provisions of the Convention and the legislative and administrative arrange-
ments that would be necessary to allow signature and ratification of the Convention by Ireland 
are being examined in conjunction with the government commitment to consolidate and reform 
domestic violence legislation.  However, I have been advised that Article 52 on emergency 
barring orders presents a particular difficulty in relation to property rights under the Irish con-
stitution.  I propose to consult again with the Attorney General’s Office in relation to the legal 
difficulty relating to Article 52 and other issues.  The matter will then be submitted for decision 
of the Government on the issue of signature of the Convention.

I am informed that 29 Council of Europe member states have signed the Convention and 
four have ratified it.  It has not yet entered into force as this requires at least ten member states 
to ratify it.

30/04/2013WRW03350Garda Investigations

30/04/2013WRW03400446. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on cor-
respondence regarding a case of suspected fraud (details supplied). [20318/13]

30/04/2013WRW03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that local Garda management is aware of the matter referred to by the Deputy.  The 
matter is being fully investigated and enquiries are ongoing.

The Deputy will appreciate that as that matter is under investigation it would not be appro-
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priate for me to comment further at this time.

30/04/2013WRX00150Penalty Point System

30/04/2013WRX00200447. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a motorist 
attends court after an alleged offence under section 63 of the 2010 Road Traffic Act and who 
donates to a named charity in substitution of receiving penalty points, there is then any require-
ment for the details of the motoring offence to be forwarded to the national vehicle driver file; 
if he has any statistics on the number of drivers who are summoned to court on penalty points 
offences that have avoided receiving points by agreeing to give a donation to charity; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20333/13]

30/04/2013WRX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The court poor box is a non-
statutory system used mostly by the District Courts to impose a financial charge on a defendant 
to be used for a charitable purpose, usually instead of imposing a criminal conviction.  Pay-
ments made to the court poor box are accounted for by the court office concerned and the ac-
counting procedures are subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General.  Generally, 
charities are the recipients of poor box contributions but the decision is solely at the discretion 
of the Judge who is independent in the matter of sentencing, as in other matters concerning the 
exercise of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy I have had enquiries made and I am 
informed that the position is that where a person is convicted of an offence which incurs pen-
alty points, the award of penalty points is automatic under the legislation and the court has no 
discretion in the matter.  However, convictions are not incurred by persons who are required 
by the court to make a payment to the poor box.    The Deputy has referred to section 63 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2010 but an offence under that section does not attract penalty points.  The 
table below shows the number of defendants who were before the court in 2012 and to date this 
year for offences that incur penalty points in which the outcome involved a payment to the poor 
box.  These cases were either dismissed or struck out.  

Year Number of Defendants
2013 (Jan - Mar) 437
2012 1,255

In 2005, the Law Reform Commission examined the matter in its report entitled The Court 
Poor Box: Probation of Offenders (LRC 75-2005).  The Commission recognised both the nega-
tive and positive aspects of the court use of the poor box and accordingly recommended that the 
court poor box be replaced by a statutory reparation fund.  A key element of the LRC recom-
mendation was that the reparation fund should be ringfenced and used to assist programmes 
aimed at preventing offending behaviour and for the purpose of assisting victims of crime.  
The Commission was of the view that the reparation fund should remain linked to the criminal 
justice process and thus broadly adhere to the principles of restorative justice.  I intend to bring 
forward legislation in due course to replace the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 with modern 
provisions dealing with community sanctions and the role of the Probation Service in the crimi-
nal justice system.  In the context of that legislation, the recommendations of the Law Reform 
Commission in relation to the court poor box are being examined by my Department with a 
view to bringing forward proposals for a transparent statutory reparation scheme.    
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30/04/2013WRX00350Road Traffic Legislation

30/04/2013WRX00400448. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the relevant 
stakeholders who are currently being included in the operational working group that is being 
established which will discuss and deal with issues arising from road traffic legislation, includ-
ing any difficulties regarding the implementation of section 22 of the Road Traffic Act; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20334/13]

30/04/2013WRX00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following consultation be-
tween my Department, the Department of Transport and the Courts Service, an internal group 
is being established, the specific purpose of which is to review and address operational issues 
arising from the implementation of road traffic legislation.  The group, which is currently in the 
course of formation, will be representative of my Department, the Department of Transport, the 
Courts Service and An Garda Síochána. 

30/04/2013WRX00550Road Traffic Offences

30/04/2013WRX00600449. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of motorists who were charged with driving on a learner permit without a qualified driver in 
2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20335/13]

30/04/2013WRX00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the following table shows the number of proceedings commenced against per-
sons for failing to be accompanied by a qualified driver, contrary to the Road Traffic (Licensing 
of Drivers) Regulations 2006, for the period 2012 to 26 April, 2013:

 Failure to be accompanied by a Qualified Driver

Year No. of Proceedings commenced
2013 (to 26 April) 413
2012 3,657
 Figures provided are provisional, operational and liable to change.

Road safety continues to be an issue of great importance in An Garda Síochána’s Policing 
Plan 2013 and involves targeted enforcement measures focusing on high risk behaviour includ-
ing specific operations undertaken with a particular focus on the learner driver with the overall 
objective of achieving a sustained reduction in the number of fatal and serious injury collisions 
on our roads.

30/04/2013WRX00750Road Traffic Offences

30/04/2013WRX00800450. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
collected any statistics on the number of drivers of HGVs who have been found to be driving 
on a learner permit and are not covered by insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20336/13]

30/04/2013WRX00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy.  I will contact the 
Deputy directly as soon as the report is to hand.  
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30/04/2013WRX00925Liquor Licensing Laws

30/04/2013WRX01000451. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which section 8 of the 2008 Intoxicating Liquor Act and section 17 of the 2000 Intoxicating 
Liquor Act will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20359/13]

30/04/2013WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Section 8 of the Intoxicating 
Liquor Act 2008 came into force on 30 July 2008.  Section 17 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 
2000 was repealed by section 3(e) of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2003. 

Section 22 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2003, which replaced section 17 of the 2000 Act, 
provides for the making of regulations specifying particulars to be affixed to containers in 
which  intoxicating liquor is sold for consumption off licensed premises which would enable 
the licensee and the licensed premises concerned to be identified.  The Government Alcohol 
Advisory Group considered the feasibility of such regulations in its 2008 Report.  The Group 
noted that while the labelling of alcohol containers was an attractive idea, significant challenges 
would need to be overcome in order to render it effective in practice.  These challenges arose 
under two headings.

Firstly, practical difficulties would arise at retail level in cases where several individual con-
tainers were packaged together for sale, e.g. an enclosed six-pack of bottles; a plastic-wrapped 
tray of cans; or a wooden box containing bottles of wine.  This raised the question of whether 
an appropriate label could be attached earlier in the supply or distribution chains rather than at 
the point of sale.  The Group noted that attaching such labels to containers at an earlier stage 
might be simpler but it could create logistical difficulties for importers and distributors.  More-
over, in the case of imports from EU countries, such additional labelling requirements could be 
regarded as infringing internal market rules relating to free movement of such goods. 

Secondly, from an enforcement perspective, it was clear that possession by an underage per-
son of a labelled container would not in itself constitute proof that the alcohol in the container 
has been illegally supplied to that person by the licensee whose particulars appeared on the con-
tainer.  The labelled container could have been taken from the family home or have been sold to 
a person over the age of 18 in good faith before being passed on to the person in possession of 
it.  Indeed a container might have changed hands several times before coming into possession 
of the underage person. 

The Group also noted that according to answers already given to parliamentary questions 
on the subject, issues relating to the evidential value of being found in possession of a labelled 
container had been raised during discussions on implementation of the 2003 Act with the Office 
of the Attorney General.  That Office had expressed serious doubts about the evidential value 
of being found in possession of a labelled container and the overall effectiveness of any regula-
tions that might be made under section 22 of the 2003 Act. 

For the reasons set out above, I do not intend to make regulations under section 22 of the 
2003 Act.  I am however prepared to give serious consideration in the context of the forthcom-
ing Sale of Alcohol Bill to any reasonable and workable labelling proposal that would not give 
rise to the difficulties outlined in the 2008 Report. 

30/04/2013WRX01150Garda Transport Numbers

30/04/2013WRX01200452. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of of-
ficial Garda vehicles attached to Coolock Garda district in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [20376/13]

30/04/2013WRX01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the con-
text of his identified operational demands and in the light of available resources.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Garda vehicles attached to the 
Coolock District for the years requested by the Deputy was as outlined in the table below:

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total 34 33 30 30

The Deputy will be aware that an additional €3 million was made available to An Garda 
Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure a further 171 vehicles.  
This brought total investment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 
213 new vehicles being procured during the year.

In addition to the investment provided in 2012, a specific allocation of €5 million has been 
provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in the current year.  This represents a 
very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level 
of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my 
commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided 
with sufficient resources to enable them to deliver an effective and efficient policing service.     

30/04/2013WRX01350Garda Vetting Applications

30/04/2013WRX01400453. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
an application for Garda clearance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20383/13]

30/04/2013WRX01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the person concerned was received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 5 February 2013.  The application is being processed 
and will be returned to the registered organisation once completed.  

30/04/2013WRX01550Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRX01600454. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if the Secretary General of his 
Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish their diary on their 
website on a monthly basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19961/13]

30/04/2013WRX01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is not intended that the Secretary General 
of the Department of Defence will publish his diary on the website on a monthly basis.

30/04/2013WRX01750Defence Forces Reserve Strength

30/04/2013WRX01800455. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the effective strength of 
the Reserve Defence Force by rank and brigade following the reassignment process compared 
to the total preceding the process; the number of reservists by rank per brigade who submitted 
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a form for reassignment and the action taken in respect of those who did not; the number and 
ranks of those per brigade who opted to be discharged or resign in the case of officers and the 
number of vacancies by rank in each unit by brigade. [20152/13]

30/04/2013WRX01900456. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Defence having regard to the VFM 
comment on maintaining effective strength, the number by rank and brigade of Reserve Defence 
Force officers due to retire on age grounds this year who were reassigned into unit appointments 
and having regard to the inability of the Permanent Defence Force to successfully conclude the 
last promotion competition run for RDF officers, if he is satisfied that the VFM criteria to main-
tain effective strength can be met by the relevant PDF unit commanders . [20153/13]

30/04/2013WRX02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455 and 
456 together.  

While the re-assignment process being put in place for the Reserve Defence Force follow-
ing publication of the Value For Money (VFM) Review is at an advanced stage of implementa-
tion, it is not yet fully complete.  Re-assignment offers have been made to individual members.  
However, members have the right to appeal these offers and I understand that a number of 
individuals have done so.  In this context the Deputy will appreciate it is not possible for me to 
provide accurate data in respect of the statistical information he has requested at this time.  I can 
assure the Deputy that, once the re-assignment process is complete, I will provide the informa-
tion directly to him. 

30/04/2013WRX02050Gratuity Payments

30/04/2013WRX02100457. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding a gra-
tuity in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20266/13]

30/04/2013WRX02200Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am making enquiries about the matter 
raised by the Deputy.  As soon as these enquiries have been completed, I will write directly to 
the Deputy regarding the matter.

30/04/2013WRX02250Army Barracks Closures

30/04/2013WRX02300458. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Defence if he will indicate with respect 
of Columb Barracks, Mullingar, County Westmeath, if any party has expressed an interest in 
acquiring or leasing same on a long term basis; if he will confirm if he has received an applica-
tion for the leasing of same on a long-term basis from Westmeath county GAA board, which 
wishes to put in place a centre of excellence or if same will be disposed of to Westmeath county 
board which plays a pivotal role in providing leisure activities for a huge population of people 
across the county which deserves a community dividend; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20389/13]

30/04/2013WRX02400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can confirm that officials from Westmeath 
County GAA Board recently visited Columb Barracks Mullingar for the purpose of viewing the 
available facilities.  During the course of the visit some initial discussions took place between 
officials from my Department and the County Board members on various matters including the 
possibility of leasing the Barracks, however discussions are at a very early stage.  It is expected 
that there will be further engagement with the County Board officials in the coming weeks. 
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30/04/2013WRX02450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

30/04/2013WRX02500459. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide an update outlining when it is envisaged DAS payments will be issued to a person 
(details supplied) in County Roscommon. [19728/13]

30/04/2013WRX02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  While the 
applicant has been informed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals 
Committee, to date, this option has not been availed of. 

30/04/2013WRX02650Forestry Premium

30/04/2013WRX02700460. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a forestry payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19764/13]

30/04/2013WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Our records 
show that the applicant is registered with the Department’s Online Services.  In October 2012, 
the Forest Service informed its clients who were registered online (including this applicant) 
that their future premium payment applications would be processed online and that therefore 
it would not be sending paper Form 4s (i.e. the annual premium application form) for 2013 to 
those clients.  This letter, however, invited the applicants to request a paper Form 4 in the event 
that they did not wish to apply for their 2013 annual premium using the online system.  Our 
records show that the above named applicant did not request a paper Form 4.

As he has not applied online, a paper Form 4 will be sent to him by post shortly to enable 
him to apply for his premium.  He may still apply online for his 2013 premium, or complete 
the paper Form 4 when he receives it.  To reset his login details for the Department’s Online 
Services, the applicant can contact the Department’s helpdesk at 1850 252 118. 

30/04/2013WRX02850Forestry Premium

30/04/2013WRX02900461. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the outstanding forestry payment due to a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19779/13]

30/04/2013WRX03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Forest Ser-
vice records show that two forestry premium claim forms (Form 4s) were posted to the ap-
plicant in December 2012 and April 2013.  Neither of these forms has been returned.  In order 
for the applicant to receive payment, the Form 4s should be signed and posted to the Premium 
Section, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Johnstown Castle 
Estate, Wexford.

30/04/2013WRX03050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRX03100462. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the position regarding a disadvantaged area scheme application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if payment will issue. [19801/13]

30/04/2013WRX03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per 
forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  While 
the applicant has been informed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Ap-
peals Committee, to date, this option has not been availed of. 

In addition, the person named has not as yet demonstrated that the holding satisfies the 
scheme minimum stocking density requirements for the calendar year 2012.

30/04/2013WRX03250Fodder Crisis

30/04/2013WRX03300463. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will sanction emergency funding to assist farmers facing a fodder crisis at present; if emergency 
funds cannot be made available, if he will ensure an advance single farm payments/disadvan-
taged payments; if his attention has been drawn to the desperation and despair being felt by 
farmers as a result of this crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19803/13]

30/04/2013WRX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am acutely 
aware of the difficulties being experienced by some farmers as a result of recent unseasonable 
weather, with difficult conditions experienced on farms last summer having been compounded 
by an extended winter. 

In light of the difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder supplies, last week I 
announced the allocation of €1 million to fund the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme, which is 
designed to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) from outside the 
island of Ireland.  I am pleased to note that since the introduction of this Scheme that significant 
quantities of fodder have been imported and are reaching those in most need. 

In terms of EU payments, it will be recalled that my successful approach to Commissioner 
Ciolos for agreement to making an advance payment of the 2012 Single Farm Payment was 
prompted by the very wet weather experienced throughout last summer.  Mindful of ongoing 
difficulties, I have decided that a formal request should again be made to the EU Commission 
seeking agreement to pay an advance from 16 October of the 2013 Single Farm Payment which, 
at almost 2 months ahead of the standard timeline, is the earliest potential payment date.  Pay-
ments under the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme are scheduled to begin issuing in September 
2013.  

I am, of course, keeping this ongoing situation under constant review.

The Department has an emergency animal welfare helpline in operation and farmers are 
being referred to the Co-operatives and or to the Department’s veterinary personnel as appropri-
ate. Department Veterinary Inspectors continue to be actively engaged in providing emergency 
assistance under the Department’s early warning system to farmers whose animals are currently 
experiencing serious welfare issues and where the farmer him/herself is unable to cope with the 
situation. 

30/04/2013WRY00150Environmental Policy

30/04/2013WRY00200464. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the reason Ireland voted against the EU ban on nerve-agent pesticides neonicotinoids on 15 
March 2013 in view of the dangerous impact of these chemicals on the environment including 
on water, soil, nectar, pollen and the sap of plant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19881/13]

30/04/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Euro-
pean Commission proposal  to restrict the use of neonicotinoid insecticides was discussed at 
the EU Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health on 14/15 March 2013 and 
the resulting vote was inconclusive, with 14 Member States refusing to support the measures 
proposed by the Commission.

Accordingly, the matter was tabled at an Appeal Committee meeting held on 29 April where 
again the vote on the proposal did not receive a qualified voting majority. Under comitology 
procedures, it is now a matter for the European Commission to legislate on the matter. It is 
likely that a ban on the three substances under consideration will now come into effect later this 
year.

At the Appeals Committee meeting on 29 April, Ireland engaged with the Commission and 
the Member States in a constructive and helpful way and actively supported efforts to find a 
workable and meaningful compromise on the proposals to restrict the use of neonicotinoid 
insecticides. These efforts aimed to find solutions that allowed suitably controlled use of the 
compounds without presenting unacceptable risks to bee populations. 

Ireland had initially opposed the Commission proposal to allow time for further consid-
eration of the scientific evidence and to create the space for consideration of a compromise. 
Ireland recognised the importance of the precautionary principle in relation to this matter, and 
fully bore this in mind in discussions aimed at achieving an approach that would enjoy broad 
support among EU Member States and be acceptable to the Commission. However, efforts to 
find a compromise failed and Ireland decided not to oppose the Commission proposal but rather 
to abstain in the vote.

30/04/2013WRY00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

30/04/2013WRY00400465. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of an agri-environment options scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19899/13]

30/04/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st   November 2010 and full payments totalling €760.06 and €4,560.35 issued in 
respect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks in respect 
of the 2012 scheme year an overclaim was identified in relation to the claimed areas on both the 
Species Rich Grassland and Natura actions.  Officials in my Department are currently finalising 
the application of the person named and I expect payment for 2012 to issue shortly.

30/04/2013WRY00550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRY00600466. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an agri-environment options scheme 3 payment in respect of a person (detials 
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supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19901/13]

30/04/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 29th   November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome very shortly. In the event that any queries arise on the 
application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named.

30/04/2013WRY00750Single Payment Scheme Payments

30/04/2013WRY00800467. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a balance of single farm payment due to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; 
the current status of any claims they have with his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19906/13]

30/04/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments in 
respect of the Single Payment Scheme 2012 issued directly to the bank account of the person 
named on 16 October 2012 and 3 December 2012.

30/04/2013WRY00950Single Payment Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRY01000468. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19910/13]

30/04/2013WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under the 2012 Single Payment/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the 
person named on 27 April 2012. Full payment in respect of the Single Payment issued directly 
to the nominated bank account in two instalments;  the advance on 16 October 2012 and the 
balance on 3 December 2012.

The derogation application of the person named having been successful, payment in respect 
of 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme issued on 17 January 2013.

30/04/2013WRY01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRY01200469. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment of area aid 2012 will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19924/13]

30/04/2013WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, there are two criteria to be satisfied in relation to equines. Firstly, 
the holding itself must meet the definition of an Equine Breeding Enterprise and secondly, 
horses, in order to be taken into account for stocking density purposes, must be aged one to five 
years and, where older, must be a breeding mare for the purposes of the Scheme. 

While the person named submitted eight equine passports, none was in respect of a breeding 
mare which foaled in 2009, 2010 or 2011. Therefore, as the Terms and Condition of the 2012 
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Disadvantaged Areas Scheme have not been satisfied, no payment is due for the year in ques-
tion.

30/04/2013WRY01350Animal Welfare Issues

30/04/2013WRY01400470. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide information on the regulations of setting up a petting farm here; if a special 
licence to import exotic animals is needed; if so, the way a person may apply for this licence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19930/13]

30/04/2013WRY01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Farms in-
volved in the keeping of pets and trade in such animals must comply with the ‘Balai’ Directive 
92/65/EEC which governs animal health controls for intra community and third country trade in 
certain animals such as elephants, giraffes, deer, alpaca and primates which are not covered un-
der other community Directives relating, for example, to cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry. Prem-
ises trading in such animals (other than primates) must be registered under this Directive, and if 
they are trading in primates, they must also be approved under this Directive. The requirements 
for approval include an annual official audit, own attending private veterinarian, an annual dis-
ease surveillance plan, and compliance with a range of disease control and reporting measures. 

Farm animals on pet farms are also subject to my Department’s legislative requirements on 
animal health and welfare.

The regulation of zoos, which include all permanent establishments where animals of wild 
species are kept for exhibition to the public for 7 or more days a year, with the exception of 
circuses, pet shops and establishments which Member States exempt from the requirements of 
the Zoo Directive, comes under the remit of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
and zoo licences are issued by that Department in accordance with the Regulations.   

30/04/2013WRY01550Animal Disease Controls

30/04/2013WRY01600471. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
outline the scale and seriousness of the Schmallenberg virus in Ireland today; the steps being 
taken by his Department to deal with this virus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19938/13]

30/04/2013WRY01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Schmallen-
berg virus has been confirmed on a total of 78 holdings (48 bovine and 30 ovine)  over ten 
counties in the South of the country, with the highest incidence in Cork, Kilkenny and Wexford.  
A survey conducted on a statistically selected sub-sample of Brucellosis round test bloods (17 
herds per county) taken last November shows exposure in 24 counties. This survey will be re-
peated in June. 

While the situation for individual farmers can be very difficult, the advice remains that the 
economic impact on a national level is likely to be low. Based on the pattern in the UK and 
elsewhere, between 4-6% of holdings are likely to be affected. In those holdings that are af-
fected, the within-herd/flock impact in terms of deformities is likely to be mild in most cases 
at 2-5% of affected pregnancies, but moderate at worst. The highest level of problems would 
be expected in herds that have synchronised breeding programmes and where large numbers of 
animals were infected during the critical period of pregnancy in 2012. My Department is cur-
rently assessing the impact following the end of the calving/lambing season

Exposure of non-pregnant animals to the virus may, in fact, be beneficial pending the devel-
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opment of an effective vaccine. Exposed animals develop a strong immunity and are unlikely to 
suffer any ill-effects if exposed to the virus on a subsequent occasion. If this viral infection be-
comes endemic, the ill-effects are likely to be confined to younger animals and cows and ewes 
that have not been previously exposed. Based on Australian experience in vaccinating against 
a similar virus/disease (Akabane virus infection), the expert view is that vaccination is likely to 
be an effective tool in control of the SBV infection. The development of a vaccine is in progress 
and my Department is continuing to monitor developments closely. 

Meanwhile, farmers are advised to contact their veterinary practitioner if they encounter 
cases of aborted foetuses or newborn animals showing malformations or nervous signs and also 
in  cases where lambs or calves cannot be delivered naturally.  

30/04/2013WRY01750Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRY01800472. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will 
publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19957/13]

30/04/2013WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm 
that my Department has no difficulty with the publication of the Secretary General’s diary.

30/04/2013WRY01950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

30/04/2013WRY02000473. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding a REP scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19975/13]

30/04/2013WRY02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative checks an area dis-
crepancy was discovered between the Single Farm Payment application for 2012 and the REPS 
Agri-Environmental Plan which has resulted in the need for further clarification.  This issue is 
currently being finalised with the intention of issuing payment shortly.

30/04/2013WRY02150Common Agricultural Policy Reform

30/04/2013WRY02200474. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
impact that new member states joining the European Union would have on the Common Ag-
ricultural Policy for Ireland, particularly countries joining from accession states (details sup-
plied); the impact this would have for payments made to Irish farmers here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19994/13]

30/04/2013WRY02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The draft 
Regulation on the Multiannual Financial Framework for 2014 to 2020 contains a provision to 
the effect that “if new Member States accede to the Union during the period covered by the fi-
nancial framework, the financial framework shall be adjusted to take account of the expenditure 
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requirements resulting from the outcome of the accession negotiations”.  It would be important 
to ensure appropriate provision for new member states in the financial framework, while pro-
tecting the CAP position for existing member states.

30/04/2013WRY02350Agrifood Sector Issues

30/04/2013WRY02400475. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures both he and his Department have taken to encourage young persons into farming and 
the agri-food sector. [20002/13]

30/04/2013WRY02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Recent anal-
ysis shows that there are more farmers over 80 than under 35 in Ireland.  I have been working 
to encourage more new entrants to take up farming as a career.  Budget 2013 saw the extension 
of key reliefs that were already in place for young new entrants (such as the 100% relief from 
Stamp Duty and the 100% stock relief for Young Trained Farmers).  Extending these reliefs is 
not straightforward given that there is a requirement for EU State Aid approval for such mea-
sures.  The deputy will also be aware that changes were made to retirement relief in budget 2012 
to encourage inter-generational land transfers.

I am delighted that the number of applicants for Teagasc courses has greatly increased the 
last two years.  Teagasc has responded well to this demand and have introduced new courses 
to cater for a variety of needs.  For example Teagasc launched a new Professional Diploma 
in Dairy Farm Management (Level 7) in association with University College Dublin (UCD). 
Teagasc have also developed recently a new   Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm 
Administration course to help meet the training requirements for full-time or part-time farmers. 

It should be noted that there has been no change to the very important 90% agricultural 
relief on Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT). This means that farms worth up to €2.5 million will 
continue to be fully exempt from CAT with regard to transfers to a child.

Measures to provide targeted support to young farmers are part of the current negotiations 
on the reform of the CAP and will I hope form part of any final agreement.  I have strongly sup-
ported the proposal for a top-up for young farmers under pillar 1 of the CAP, and indeed Ireland 
was one of the first countries to suggest this measure in the negotiations.

I am also happy that the new restructuring relief was announced in the 2013 budget.  This 
is the result of detailed work which analysed the reasons why the old consolidation relief was 
not working.  I am confident that the new relief in relation to Capital Gains Taxes will be more 
effective, especially given that Stamp Duty rates have been reduced.  Re-structuring is essential 
for us to meet the Food Harvest 2020 targets.  We need to use land more productively and en-
courage more young farmers to make the best use of the land. An EU Commission study found 
that ‘younger[farm] managers tend to perform better than the EU average, with 46% more area 
and 57% more economic potential for 21% more labour force’ [[1]  Commission Staff Working 
Paper, Impact Assessment, CAP towards 2020, Annex 1: Situation and prospects for EU agri-
culture and rural areas, p. 25. Brussels, 12/10/2011. 

Ireland has a very low level of land sales, with most land staying within the same family for 
generations.  Only 0.4% of land changes hand in any given year.  Young farmers that want to 
expand need to be able to access land.  According to the latest census of agriculture the aver-
age farm has 3.8 land parcels.  This means that our farmers are wasting time and diesel driving 
between plots of land, increasing the stress and the risk of accidents.  Young farmers will now 
have an opportunity to consolidate their holdings and increase efficiency.  
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I am hopeful therefore that the measures that I have introduced will encourage more young 
people into farming and address the age profile imbalance in Irish farming.

30/04/2013WRY02550Single Payment Scheme Payments

30/04/2013WRY02600476. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will ensure that entitlements, including the single farm payment are paid early this year in view 
of the severe difficulties endured by farmers resultant from the adverse weather. [20003/13]

30/04/2013WRY02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am par-
ticularly conscious of the continuing adverse weather conditions and the impact on farming. It 
will be recalled that my successful approach to Commissioner Ciolos for agreement to making 
an advance payment of the 2012 Single Farm Payment was prompted by the very wet weather 
experienced throughout last summer. The effects of this prolonged wet weather, together with 
the extended winter, have led ultimately to the current fodder crisis. 

In light of the difficulties experienced by farmers in sourcing fodder supplies, last week I 
announced the allocation of €1 million to fund the Imported Fodder Transport Scheme, which 
is designed to reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage (hay, silage, haylage) from outside 
the island of Ireland. This will substantially cover the cost of transport into the country and will 
reduce the cost to farmers of a bale of hay by approximately one third.

Mindful of ongoing difficulties, a formal request will be made to the EU Commission  seek-
ing agreement to pay an advance from 16 October of the 2013 Single Farm Payment which, at 
almost 2 months ahead of the standard timeline, is the earliest potential payment date.  

In order to ensure that payments are processed efficiently and effectively, I would urge those 
who have yet to submit their applications under the 2013 Single Payment Scheme to do so via 
iNet, my Department’s on-line application system, as there are significant benefits in doing so, 
not least of which is that it guaranteed immediate, verifiable receipt by my Department of their 
applications and, through the system of in-built validations, significantly reduces the numbers 
of errors that could be made, thereby ultimately leading to speedier payment. Furthermore, 
the introduction in 2012 of an on-line mapping element allowed farmers, or their agents, who 
needed to submit maps to my Department, to do so through iNet, thereby dispensing with the 
need to submit paper maps. 

30/04/2013WRY02750Aquaculture Licences Numbers

30/04/2013WRY02800477. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of current valid licences that are in issue from his Department for salmon cage instal-
lations in counties Mayo, Galway and Clare; if all of these licences are being actively used; 
the person responsible for the maintenance of salmon cages; if these cages-installations are 
inspected by his Department’s officials on a regular basis; if he will provide a copy of the condi-
tions of these licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20132/13]

30/04/2013WRY02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment’s records indicate that there are 18 aquaculture licences in use for the cultivation of salm-
on in the areas referred to by the Deputy.

These licences are either in-date or subject to the provisions of Section 19A(4) of the 1997 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act.  Responsibility for the maintenance of the structures rests with the 
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licensee.  Aquaculture operations are inspected on a regular basis by my Department and the 
Marine Institute.  I have requested the relevant Division of my Department to forward a copy 
of the licences to the Deputy.

30/04/2013WRY02950Fish Landings

30/04/2013WRY03000478. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide in tabular form the total fish landings for Irish flagged, foreign flagged, and for 
aquaculture at each of the six major fishery harbour centres in terms of total tonnage and value 
for the year 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20148/13]

30/04/2013WRY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority is the body within the State responsible for gathering data and 
reporting on the landings of sea fish by Irish Sea Fishing Boats and other fish landings into Irish 
ports. I have asked the Authority to provide the Deputy directly with the data requested.

30/04/2013WRY03150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

30/04/2013WRY03200479. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends to open the national reserve scheme for 2013; if so, the conditions that will apply; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20160/13]

30/04/2013WRY03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part of the 
implementation of the Single Payment Scheme in 2005, a linear cut of 1.82% was applied to 
all entitlements to fund the National Reserve catering for a range of categories including new 
entrants to farming.  This resulted in €22.6m being allocated in 2005.  From 2006 onwards, the 
National Reserve was replenished only from unused expired entitlements which reverted to 
the fund.  From 2008 onwards, the National Reserve catered only for land leased out to a 3rd   
party during the reference period and New Entrants to farming.  In 2012, the National Reserve 
catered for New Entrants to farming only.

Over the period 2005 to 2012, Entitlements to the value of approximately €39.7 million 
have been allocated to 18,834 farmers from the National Reserve.

Since the Reserve is funded only from unused entitlements, and the value of unused funds 
has been decreasing over recent years, it is not possible to operate a 2013 or 2014 National 
Reserve.

Under the new CAP regime, there will be a new National Reserve in 2015 which can cater 
for farmers who commenced their agricultural activity within the previous 5 years.  It is likely 
that farmers who commenced farming after May 2011 will be catered for in Ireland. The CAP 
reform proposals also include a Young Farmers Scheme which makes provision for a top-up to 
the value of entitlements held by qualifying young farmers.  This top up is paid annually for a 
period of up to five years following commencement of their farming activity.

30/04/2013WRY03350Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

30/04/2013WRY03400480. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if payment has issued in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20162/13]

30/04/2013WRY03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
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named registered five animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme and eighteen animals for 
the 2012 Scheme. 

Following validation of recently received weaning information, one of the 2011 born ani-
mals and ten of the 2012 born animals have been approved for payment, which will issue within 
the next 10 days. A further three of the 2012 born animals have only been weaned in the last 2 
weeks and cannot be considered for payment for another 2 weeks to ensure that all of the re-
quirements of the Scheme have been complied with. Payment will issue for these three animals 
when compliance has been verified. 

Errors have been identified in relation to the remaining 2011 and 2012 born animals and 
letters regarding these errors have issued to the applicant on 29th April 2013.

30/04/2013WRZ00150Forestry Premium

30/04/2013WRZ00200481. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a forestry aid application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; when a decision will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20262/13]

30/04/2013WRZ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An up-to-
date Tax Clearance Certificate is required from the applicant before the 2013 forestry premium 
can be paid. The Forest Service has written to the applicant outlining the requirement.

30/04/2013WRZ00350Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

30/04/2013WRZ00400482. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a review of a decision on a penalty on a REP scheme payment in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20265/13]

30/04/2013WRZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed for 2012 
and the 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €1,387.71 issued for payment on 10 December 2012.  
The remaining 25% Year 5 balancing payment amounting to €462.57 issued for payment on 18 
December 2012.  A penalty under Measure 3 for failure to protect and maintain watercourses 
was imposed on the 2010 payment of the person named. This penalty has been appealed to 
my Department and is currently under review. A decision will be communicated shortly to the 
person named.

30/04/2013WRZ00550Single Payment Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ00600483. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 538 of 23 April 2013, when single farm payment and area aid 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20267/13]

30/04/2013WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As indicated 
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in reply to a previous Parliamentary Question from the Deputy on 23 April 2013 my Depart-
ment is awaiting receipt of a Grant of Probate in this case.  Once this outstanding document is 
provided my Department will be in a position to finalise the application.

30/04/2013WRZ00750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ00800484. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the agri-environment options scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Mayo. [20325/13]

30/04/2013WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €833.34 and €4,999.99 issued in respect of 
2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks in respect 
of the 2012 scheme year an overclaim was identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Spe-
cies Rich Grassland action.  Officials in my Department are currently finalising the application 
of the person named and I expect payment for 2012 to issue shortly.

30/04/2013WRZ00950Suckler Welfare Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ01000485. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a suckler cow scheme has not been paid to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo. 
[20327/13]

30/04/2013WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 17 animals for the 2010 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Payment has been made in 
respect of 11 animals and further information was sought in relation to the remaining animals. 
Insufficient information was received on which to review the case and the matter cannot be 
progressed until the required information has been received.  The person named registered 15 
animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme and 19 animals for the 2012 Scheme. The Terms 
and Conditions of the Scheme require that applicants undertake to carry out and notify to my 
Department details of the requisite measures for the full 5 years of the Scheme.   While data 
were received in respect of most of the animals born during 2012, the required weaning infor-
mation was not received for animals born during 2011. Therefore, payment cannot be consid-
ered for any of the 2011 or 2012 born animals until the weaning information is received for the 
animals born in 2011. The relevant forms have been sent to the applicant and when these have 
been returned, the matter can be progressed.

30/04/2013WRZ01150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ01200486. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20349/13]

30/04/2013WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first five years of their 
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contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed and the 
2012 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €6,051.83 issued for payment on the 10th December 
2012.  The 25% Year 5 balancing payment amounting to €2,017.26 issued for payment on 18th 
December 2012.

30/04/2013WRZ01350Tote Licences

30/04/2013WRZ01400487. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans 
for the future of the Irish Tote; if he has considered the sale of this business; if any person has 
approached him in relation to the acquisition of the business; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20351/13]

30/04/2013WRZ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Licences 
to set up, maintain and operate totalisators are granted, under the Totalisator Act 1929, by my 
colleague, the Minister for Finance. Tote Ireland Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Horse 
Racing Ireland, currently operates a totalisator, under licence, at racecourses nationwide. Bord 
na gCon is licenced to operate a totalisator at greyhound tracks. The current licences, held by 
Tote Ireland and by Bord na gCon, each have a term of seven years and will expire in 2014. 
All profits made by Tote Ireland and Bord na gCon are re-invested in horse and greyhound rac-
ing industries. The Irish Tote is not an entity that can be bought or sold.  Horse Racing Ireland 
and Bord na gCon, as the only licensed Tote providers, are free to discuss with external bodies 
methods to improve their services but licences are not transferable. To date there have only ever 
been two Tote licences granted i.e. to Horse Racing Ireland and Bord na gCon.  My Department 
has received an enquiry regarding the licensing of the horseracing totalisator and the position 
as indicated above was outlined in response.

30/04/2013WRZ01550Beef Technology Adoption Programme

30/04/2013WRZ01600488. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
decision will be made on an application for BTAP for 2012 in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20354/13]

30/04/2013WRZ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment in 
respect of satisfactory participation by the person named in the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption 
Programme is due to issue shortly to the nominated bank account.

30/04/2013WRZ01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ01800489. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an application for an agri-environment options scheme payment in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20357/13]

30/04/2013WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in 
my Department on 7 December 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
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to inform all applicants of the outcome shortly. In the event that any queries arise on the ap-
plication of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named.

30/04/2013WRZ01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ02000490. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment of an agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20370/13]

30/04/2013WRZ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 28 November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome shortly. In the event that any queries arise on the ap-
plication of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named.

30/04/2013WRZ02150Hardship Grant Scheme

30/04/2013WRZ02200491. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider an application for the TB hardship scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal in view of the fact that the person has no winter fodder remaining and will 
have to sell stock if their application cannot be considered. [20379/13]

30/04/2013WRZ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Hardship Grant Scheme, assistance is available from my Department to eligible herdowners 
who are restricted under the TB and Brucellosis Eradication Scheme. The scheme is designed 
to alleviate the additional feed costs incurred by eligible owner(s) whose holdings are restricted 
during   the period from the 1 November to 30 April, subject to a number of eligibility condi-
tions. 

The holding in question was restricted under the TB and Brucellosis Eradication Scheme on 
21 February 2013, following the disclosure of 3 reactor animals in the herd. However, an essen-
tial condition for eligibility is that the holding of the applicant continues to be restricted follow-
ing a full herd Reactor Re-test. In this instance, the Reactor Re-test is due to be carried out after 
the closing date of the scheme i.e. 30 April. The date for the Reactor retest is determined by the 
date of removal of the previous reactors from the herd and cannot be brought forward.  While 
an application for the Hardship Grant was received in the local District Veterinary Office on 
the 12 March 2013, the herdowner has been advised by the DVO that he is not eligible for the 
scheme as his reactor retest will not have been completed before the closing date of the scheme.

While the person in question is not eligible for the ERAD Hardship Grant, I would draw the 
Deputy’s attention to the fact that I announced last week a comprehensive package of measures 
aimed at addressing the fodder shortage crisis, including a €1m fund to contribute to the trans-
port costs of importing fodder to the country, which will reduce the cost of purchasing fodder 
for farmers by approximately a third, in the days ahead. In addition, the co-ops have agreed to 
my request to substantially increase the volume of fodder being imported into the country over 
the short to medium term. The co-ops have also agreed to consider the introduction of interest 
free credit, within limits, to farmers for the purchase of fertiliser, limited to the month of May. 
The person in question should contact his local co-op to determine whether he can qualify for 
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assistance under these arrangements. 

I should also explain that emergency assistance is also available under the Farm Animal 
Welfare Advisory Council’s early warning system to ensure that there is no reason for any 
farmer to see their animals starve. I have also asked the advisory service to prioritise advice to 
farmers in the period ahead and to focus on the optimum use of fertiliser in generating feed for 
the national herd. In addition, outstanding scheme payments are being processed with urgency.

30/04/2013WRZ02350Beef Technology Adoption Programme

30/04/2013WRZ02400492. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider extending the BTAP and STAP deadlines of 30 April 2013 or the end of May in 
view of the fact that the single farm payment deadline is also looming and proving difficult for 
planners to meet all deadlines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20380/13]

30/04/2013WRZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
facilitate processing and timely payment of both the 2013 Beef Technology Adoption Pro-
gramme and the 2013 Sheep Technology Adoption Programme, it is necessary that there be a 
constant and consistent supply of necessary data and documentation to my Department from the 
Programme Facilitators. To this end, a schedule for submission of the returns in question was 
agreed and notified; this has largely been adhered to, thereby ensuring that the ongoing process-
ing remaining on schedule. However, where individual Facilitators have particular difficulties 
meeting the target dates, some leeway is, of course, allowed.

30/04/2013WRZ02550Animal Welfare Issues

30/04/2013WRZ02600493. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1068 of 16 April 2013, if he will address the question 
asked in relation to a person’s letter (details supplied) written to his Department which stated a 
noted increase in movement of terriermen, men engaged in terrier activities, between here and 
the UK as part of their networking activities and carrying out of terrierwork together; his plans 
to address this issue; if he has since corresponded with the director of DiggingOut.org; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20394/13]

30/04/2013WRZ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard 
to the movement of terriers between Ireland and the UK, trade in live animals is regulated un-
der EU legislation and it is not open to me to prohibit this trade provided these regulations are 
complied with. If the individual concerned has actual evidence that individuals are engaged in 
activities that are illegal either here or in the UK, they should pass it on to the relevant authori-
ties. However, where activities are carried out in accordance with the law in this jurisdiction is 
not a matter requiring action.  There was correspondence with the UK based group DiggingOut.
org following receipt of their letter and my Department has noted its views.

30/04/2013WRZ02750Single Payment Scheme Applications

30/04/2013WRZ02800494. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a 2012 single farm payment will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20503/13]

30/04/2013WRZ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
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tion under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme was received from the person named on 15 May 
2012.  During processing, an over-claim error was identified on one of the parcels declared.  
However, this issue has now been resolved and payment will issue to the nominated bank ac-
count as soon as possible.

30/04/2013WRZ02950Homeless Persons Numbers

30/04/2013WRZ03000495. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cur-
rent estimate of the number of children, under the age of 18 years, who are homeless in Dublin; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19757/13]

30/04/2013WRZ03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Children who 
are referred to as homeless generally fall into three groups; (i) children who mainly reside with 
their families but due to an emergency, need care and accommodation immediately, (ii) children 
and young people who are defined as at risk of homelessness i.e. who may be staying with dif-
ferent friends and acquaintances, who do not have a suitable base and (iii) children and young 
people who are found to be ‘sleeping rough’.

Emergency and Homeless Services are provided in the greater Dublin area through the Cri-
sis Intervention Service (CIS) and outside the greater Dublin area through the Emergency Place 
of Safety Service (EPSS).  The HSE has put in place a standardised national system whereby 
Gardaí can access an appropriate place of safety for children found to be at risk out of hours 
under Section 12 of the Child Care Act 1991.

The CIS provides an out-of-hours emergency   social work service to young people aged 
under 18 years who are in crisis.  The service operates across the greater Dublin area (Coun-
ties Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow).  Referrals are made by service providers outside of normal 
working hours i.e. Gardaí, hospital and ambulance service personnel.

Outside the greater Dublin area, the HSE operates an Emergency Place of Safety (EPSS) 
whereby Gardaí can access an emergency placement for children found to be at risk under Sec-
tion 12 of the Child Care Act 1991 out of hours.  This service involves the out of hours place-
ment of a child in a family setting until the next working day when the local social work service 
assumes responsibility for the case.  As part of this service Gardaí have access to advice and 
information from a commissioned social work  resource which is provided on a contract basis.

Where children under 18 are found to be out of home, a HSE social worker meets with the 
young person to establish why the young person left home, the potential for them returning 
home and to establish their physical, social and psychological well being, including any need 
for medical treatment or treatment for addictions. If the assessment establishes that the young 
person needs to be taken into care in order to have their needs met, they will be taken into care 
and placed in a residential or foster care placement. 

Under Section 5 of the Child Care Act 1991, where it appears to the HSE that a child in its 
area is homeless, the HSE shall enquire into the child’s circumstances. Where the HSE is satis-
fied that the child does not need to be taken into care, their needs are met by the provision of  
other supports and suitable  accommodation under Section 5. Under the HSE policy on the use 
of Section 5, the child receives an accommodation, a key worker and a placement plan.

I am advised by the HSE that there was one child in Dublin being supported under Section 
5 at the end of December 2012.
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30/04/2013WRZ03150Departmental Funding

30/04/2013WRZ03200496. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will commit to the continuation of adequate funding for the youth work sector in counties Long-
ford and Westmeath; if she will ensure that no further cuts are made in the area of disadvantaged 
youth work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19772/13]

30/04/2013WRZ03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

My Department also provides funding for a Local Youth Club Grant Scheme   which sup-
ports youth work activities at a local level (€1.035m in 2013).  The funding under this scheme 
has not been cut in 2012 or 2013.  These grants are made available to all youth clubs and groups 
through local Vocational Education Committees. The allocation for this scheme will be notified 
to the VECs, including Co. Longford and Co. Westmeath VECs over the coming weeks and ap-
plications for funding will be subsequently invited by the VECs from local groups in their areas.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available for 
the provision of youth services. Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determi-
nation process for the allocations, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most 
vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary 
reductions in funding.  

My Department has commenced a comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of 
youth funding and this report is expected later this year.  It is anticipated that this report will 
inform the provision of funding for youth programmes/services going into the future. 

In addition, my Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication 
later this year. The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth 
services and activities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government depart-
ments and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State 
funding available to support services for young people in future years. 

30/04/2013WRZ03350Youth Cafés

30/04/2013WRZ03400497. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of youth cafés that will be provided as a result of the €1 million in capital funding being made 
available by her Department for this purpose; the location of these cafés; the criteria that will 
be used in selecting these locations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19790/13]

30/04/2013WRZ03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding of up to 
€1 million is available in 2013 from my Department for fit-out, refurbishment works or building 
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enhancement projects for the startup of new Youth Cafés. One of the core functions of a youth 
café is that it offers support to young people, ranging from practical support to advice through 
their participation in activities that are of interest to them and that are varied and on offer at 
times that suit their normal activities. The criteria for the Scheme places a clear focus on both 
long term sustainability and service planning. Pobal is assisting my Department in managing 
the Youth Café Programme 2013.

The closing date for applications was Friday, 12 April.  The initial appraisal process will 
take place up to the end of May.  Phase 2 of the application process for those applicants who are 
successful in Phase 1 will take place from July to October.  Any decisions about projects to be 
funded will be made at the end of October.

The essential criteria are set out in the Application Guidelines for the Youth Cafés Capital 
Programme 2013.   Applications must demonstrate that:

- the proposed youth café would provide a safe and quality space for young people; based 
on the guidance set out in the “Youth Cafés in Ireland: A Best Practice Guide”.

- the space has a clear purpose and will be used to the maximum as a youth café.

It is desirable that the age focus of the Youth Café should predominantly be targeted at and 
involve young people primarily between the age of 12-25. Priority will be given to applications 
from applicants that demonstrate that they can leverage funding from other sources in relation 
to finance, staffing and or site provision and to applications from areas which demonstrate they 
have the greatest need on account of deprivation, access to services, youth population and exist-
ing provision. 

Applications may only be made by community and voluntary organisations with a minimum 
of three years experience of working with young people and the delivery of youth services. 
Details of the scheme and the guidelines for applicants are set out on my Department’s website.

30/04/2013WRAA00150Youth Work Projects Funding

30/04/2013WRAA00200498. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will outline the funding currently being provided to youth work projects in County Westmeath, 
including the SPY funded project and youth information services, Athlone Youth and Commu-
nity Project, Athlone Youth Information Service and Mullingar Youth Project; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19814/13]

30/04/2013WRAA00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY), the Young 
Peoples Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, (YPFSF), Youth Information Centres 
(YICs) and Local Drugs Task Force Projects (LDTF). 

Details of the funding allocated in 2013 to youth work projects and youth information ser-
vices in Co. Westmeath are outlined hereunder: 
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Project Funding Scheme 2013 Allocation
Midlands Athlone Youth 
Project.

  SPY €85,823

Mullingar Youth Project.   SPY €83,796
Total - €169,619

Youth Information Centre Funding Scheme 2013 Allocation
Athlone Youth Information 
Centre

YIC €49,001

Project Funding Scheme 2013 Allocation
The Gateway Project. YPFSF (2) €86,296
The total funding allocation for 2013 to the projects and services outlined above is €304,916.

In addition, my Department provides funding for a Local Youth Club Grant Scheme which 
supports youth work activities at a local level (€1.035m in 2013).  These grants are made avail-
able to all youth clubs and groups through local Vocational Education Committees. The al-
location for this scheme will be notified to the VECs, including Co. Westmeath VEC over the 
coming weeks and applications for funding will be subsequently invited by the VECs from lo-
cal groups in their areas. No reduction was made to the funding available for this scheme over 
2012 and 2013.

30/04/2013WRAA00350Adoption Services Provision

30/04/2013WRAA00400499. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of couples and individuals who have successfully completed the application process for the 
adoption of children, either in Ireland or from abroad, but who have yet to adopt a child; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19890/13]

30/04/2013WRAA00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Declarations of 
eligibility  and suitability to adopt which were issued under Section 63 of the Adoption Act are 
due to expire on 31st October 2013.

Following consultation with my Department, the AAI and the HSE agreed a process where-
by holders of valid Section 63 declarations, may apply to the HSE under Section 37 of the Act 
for an assessment review, which will not include a full assessment process. These applicants 
may then obtain a Section 40 declaration of eligibility and suitability to adopt. I understand 
that the HSE has written to holders of such declarations advising them of the procedures to be 
followed when renewing their declarations and I am advised by the HSE that, to date, 269 ap-
plicants with Section 63 declarations have responded to the HSE confirming their intention to 
continue the adoption process.

In addition to these declaration holders, the AAI informs me that as of the end of 2012 the 
Authority had issued 326 declarations under Section 40 of the Act.

30/04/2013WRAA00550Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRAA00600500. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the Secre-
tary General of her Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish 
his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19959/13]
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30/04/2013WRAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is committed to transparency and accountability and promotes these objectives in respect of its 
own activities and that of its funded services.  Under Section 5 of the Public Service Manage-
ment Act 1997 my Department has published a Strategy Statement setting out the key objec-
tives and outputs of the Department over a three year period.  These objectives and outputs are 
publicly reported upon by the Department in its Annual Report.  

Officials of my Department accompany me to quarterly meetings of the Oireachtas Health 
and Children Committee to update the Committee on progress in achieving priorities.  In or-
der to further promote transparency the minutes of the Department’s Management Advisory 
Committee are published on the Department’s website.  Details of purchase orders in excess of 
€20,000 are also published on the website.  I am happy to review on an ongoing basis such other 
measures as may be warranted to promote transparency and accountability having regard to the 
efficient and effective administration of the Department, although there are no current plans to 
publish the Secretary General’s diary on a monthly basis as a matter of routine.

30/04/2013WRAA00750Legislative Programme

30/04/2013WRAA00800501. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
legal challenge to the validity of outcome of the children’s referendum has required delays in 
publishing legislation on the part of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19977/13]

30/04/2013WRAA00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The General 
Scheme and Heads of Bill of the proposed Adoption (Amendment) Bill was published in Sep-
tember 2012 in conjunction with the publication of the referendum proposal to inform the public 
of proposed changes to adoption law envisaged if the Constitutional amendment was approved.

The Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 proposes to make important changes to adoption 
law to provide the option of adoption for a child who has been placed in long term foster care 
because his or her parents are unable to provide, or resume, care for that child. The provisions 
of the proposed Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 will amend the Adoption Act 2010 to pro-
vide for the non-voluntary adoption of a child where his or her parents have failed in their duty 
towards that child.  The draft Bill will change the criteria, applicable under section 54 of the 
2010 Act, under which the High Court may authorise the making of an adoption order without 
parental consent, in the case of a child who is in the care of prospective adopters and where 
that child’s parents have failed in their parental duty to the child. The proposed legislation is 
not intended to provide that a child, who has contact with and a strong beneficial relationship 
with his or her birth parents and wider family, may be adopted unless that child’s parents have 
voluntarily placed the child for adoption and have consented to the adoption order being made 
in respect of the child. 

The draft Bill will also provide for the voluntary placement for adoption of any child ir-
respective of the marital status of his or her parents. In the case of a child of married parents, 
both parents must place the child for adoption and before doing so, will be counselled and given 
information in accordance with the provisions of section 14 of the Adoption Act 2010. 

It is my intention to bring the Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas as soon as possible, following conclusion of all proceedings and processes relevant 
to the confirmation of the referendum certificate of the 31st Amendment to the Constitution.
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30/04/2013WRAA00950Detention Centres

30/04/2013WRAA01000502. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will report 
on the progress made with regard to the provision of a new children’s detention centre at Ober-
stown, Lusk, County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20006/13]

30/04/2013WRAA01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy 
may be aware I announced in April 2012, following agreement with the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, an investment package for the project to expand the detention places and 
facilities on the Oberstown campus, known as the national children’s detention facility (NCDF) 
project.  The main objective of this project is to meet the Programme for Government commit-
ment to end the practice of detaining children in St Patrick’s Institution. 

My officials in the Irish Youth Justice Service continue to work closely to progress this 
project with the Office of Public Works (OPW) which is providing the relevant project manage-
ment services for my Department.  The tender process for the award of a contract for the project 
is currently ongoing and the current projected timeline estimate from the OPW indicates that 
the first new residential units, to provide sufficient capacity to end the practice of  sending 17 
year old boys to St. Patrick’s Institution, will be available for use by mid 2014.  My aim is to 
deliver suitable detention facilities on the earliest possible date, in a manner that complies with 
all design, planning and heath and safety requirements.  I  am also conscious that the Oberstown 
campus is already the location of the existing children detention facilities and these must remain 
in operation during the construction project.  The overall  project for the campus, which will 
also replace some existing outdated buildings and deliver education, visiting and other ancillary 
facilities, is currently scheduled for completion by mid 2015.

30/04/2013WRAA01150Inter-Country Adoptions

30/04/2013WRAA01200503. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will confirm the latest update with regard to the negotiation of a bilateral agreement with 
relevant authorities in Russia; and if a trip to Dublin is scheduled for April 2013 as previously 
advised. [20097/13]

30/04/2013WRAA01300504. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will advise on the current situation with regard to the registration by the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland of adoptions from Russia. [20098/13]

30/04/2013WRAA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 503 and 504 together.

I recently travelled to Moscow, accompanied by Dr Geoffrey Shannon, Chair of the Adop-
tion Authority of Ireland, in order to discuss at a diplomatic level issues in relation to the poten-
tial for a bilateral agreement with Russia.  During my visit I met with my counterpart, Minister 
Dmitry Livanov, Minister of Education and Science of the Russian Federation. This meeting 
was productive and allowed for an exchange of views on the possibility of Ireland entering into 
a bilateral agreement on intercountry adoption with Russia. 

The Russian authorities acknowledged the satisfactory outcomes for Russian children ad-
opted in Ireland and expressed a willingness to conclude an agreement with Ireland which 
would be subject to the approval of the Russian parliament. My Department, in consultation 
with the AAI, is continuing efforts to draft wording of a bilateral agreement,  including in 
consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, which would satisfy our legal and Con-
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stitutional requirements, in particular in relation to the Russian requirement for post adoption 
reports.  The wording of the draft bilateral agreement will be a matter of consideration by the 
Attorney General’s office  in advance of any further discussions with the Russian authorities.

The Authority advises that a question has arisen with regard to the interpretation of Section 
63 of the Adoption Act, 2010. Therefore the Board has adjourned making a decision on a small 
number of applications for an entry in the Register of Intercountry Adoptions while the Board 
seeks advice from its legal advisors.  

30/04/2013WRAA01450Youth Services

30/04/2013WRAA01500505. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fund-
ing allocations to all youth projects in Dublin funded by her Department and administered by 
the City of Dublin Youth Services Board for the current year; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20107/13]

30/04/2013WRAA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Youth Information Centres and Local Drugs Task 
Force Projects. These funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to 
some 400,000 young people and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers 
working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.

Funding provided by my Department to support youth projects in the Dublin City area is ad-
ministered, on behalf of my Department, by the City of Dublin Youth Services Board (CDYSB).  

Details of funding allocations for 2013 are outlined hereunder in tabular form.

Scheme 2013 Allocation
Special Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY) 3,235,289
Young People Facilities and Services Fund 
(1)   (YPFSF)

3,182,633

Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund 
(2)  (YPFSF) 

4,300,941

Local Drug Task Force Projects (LDTF) 766,971
Total 11,485,834

My Department is currently collating the funding allocations to the individual youth proj-
ects and this information will be forwarded directly to the Deputy this week.

30/04/2013WRAA01650Youth Work Projects Funding

30/04/2013WRAA01700506. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if, in the 
context where youth work in communities across the country is of invaluable importance she 
will take steps to reverse the position whereby expenditure on youth work has decreased by 
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more then 25% since 2008, which is six times the rate of cut in Government expenditure; the 
steps she will take to ensure that a youth service (details supplied) in County Longford which 
has only been in existence since 2005, is allocated an appropriate budget commensurate with its 
programme of increased activities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20120/13]

30/04/2013WRAA01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector.  Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects.  These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department provides funding to the Co. Longford Youth Ser-
vices Project under the Special Projects for Youth Scheme and the 2013 allocation is €77,559. 

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m. Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehen-
sive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination pro-
cess for the allocations, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable 
young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions 
in funding. 

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and this report is expected later this year.  It is anticipated that this 
report will inform the provision of funding for youth programmes/services going into the future. 

In addition my Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication 
later this year. The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth 
services and activities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government depart-
ments and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State 
funding available to support services for young people in future years.

30/04/2013WRAA01850Voluntary Youth Work

30/04/2013WRAA01900507. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if youth 
organisations (details supplied) are defined as part of the informal education or educational sec-
tor; the implications it may have for regulation under the charity Acts and tax issues, following 
the transfer of youth affairs on the creation of her Department; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20141/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02000508. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to any concerns that voluntary organisations within the youth sector 
which her Department oversees may no longer be considered as charitable bodies for tax pur-
poses in view of the fact that they are now regulated and funded by her Department instead of 
the Department of Education and Skills; if she has discussed these concerns with the bodies 
involved; if she had discussed these concerns with the Department of Justice and Equality; the 
steps she proposes to take; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20142/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 507 and 508 together.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes 
and supports to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the 
provision of youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including 
those from disadvantaged communities.

Funding for the support of voluntary youth work is made available on an annual basis to 
national and major regional voluntary youth organisations through the Youth Service Grant 
Scheme.  In 2013 some €10.337m is being provided to support the work of 31 such organisa-
tions under this Scheme.  

The continued funding of voluntary youth organisations through the Scheme is intended to 
ensure the emergence, promotion, growth and development of youth organisations with distinc-
tive philosophies and programmes aimed at the social education of young people.  The work of 
these organisations is based on the following philosophy:

- it is educational in design and objective

- it is concerned with the personal, social, recreational, cultural and spiritual development 
of young people

- it rests upon the concept and practice of voluntary adult involvement with and for young 
people

- it promotes the concept and practice of youth participation in the programme and life of 
the organisation itself, local communities and society in general

- it promotes co-operation among youth and youth work organisations

- it seeks to respond to the real needs of youth.

My Department has received no representations on behalf of any of the voluntary youth or-
ganisations funded under the Youth Service Grant Scheme in relation to the Charities Act 2009.  
Implementation of this Act is a matter for my colleague Mr Alan Shatter, Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Defence.

30/04/2013WRAA02150Departmental Expenditure

30/04/2013WRAA02200509. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide details of the total amount of funding paid directly to vocational education commit-
tees to cover the cost of administering local youth work funding including the total pay of VEC 
youth officers and the total non-pay element of direct assistance to VECs. [20246/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.498m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities.  Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.
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The funding under the above schemes is administered on behalf of my Department by 33 
administering bodies which in the main are Vocational Education Committees.  Funding in the 
region of €1.2m was paid to the VECs in 2012 by my Department to cover administration costs.  
These administration costs also include assessment and coordination functions by these bodies 
in relation to the projects within their area of responsibility.

Grant aid funding of €1.74m is being provided to VECs to cover the costs of the youth of-
ficer salaries in 2013.

All of the funding provided by my Department to support the provision of youth services is 
by way of grant aid from a non-pay subhead.

30/04/2013WRAA02350Thalidomide Victims Compensation

30/04/2013WRAA02400510. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will convene a meeting with 
the Department of Social Protection, his Department and the thalidomide survivors groups 
as a matter of urgency to prepare a comprehensive plan for the delivery of a care package for 
the 32 thalidomide survivors which honours the commitment given to their parents in 1975. 
[19920/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02500511. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that funds are ring-
fenced to meet the needs of the 32 thalidomide survivors, including access to car and dwelling 
adaptations, personal assistances, and any other measures necessary in a comprehensive care 
package. [19921/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02600583. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the plans that are in place to assist 
the 32 thalidomide victims with compensation; if he will meet a delegation representing them to 
discuss their concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20366/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 510, 511 and 583 together.

31 Irish thalidomide survivors currently receive financial support from the State. This sup-
port is in addition to the financial support they receive from the German foundation set up to 
support people affected by the German made drug.

Each Irish survivor received lump sum payments from the German Foundation and the Irish 
Government in the early 1970s.  In 1975 the lump-sums paid by the Irish Government ranged 
from €6,400 to €21,000.  In addition, each survivor receives on-going monthly payments from 
both the German foundation and the Irish Government.  Combining the Irish and German pay-
ments, most individuals receive over  €2,500 per month, or €575 per week tax free.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to reopen discussions with Irish 
survivors of thalidomide. I met with both representative organisations in July 2011 and have 
been in correspondence since.  

Given the challenges that persist for each individual, this Government’s aim is to address the 
health and personal social care needs of thalidomide survivors living in Ireland.  I have stated 
that I am willing to enter into discussions about a health care package on a non-statutory basis; 
an ex-gratia payment having regard to current financial circumstances; and a statement to the 
Dáil recognising the challenges faced by survivors.  

The Irish Thalidomide Association announced publicly in 2012 that it had ceased talks with 
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the Government. The Association’s legal advisor has initiated personal injuries claims against 
the manufacturer and distributors of the thalidomide drug and the State.

I have asked the Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society to consider, in good faith, proceeding 
with a Health Care Protocol which envisaged appointing and training a multi-disciplinary team, 
arranging a multi-disciplinary health evaluation, identifying and documenting each individual’s 
healthcare needs/issues and developing plans to address those needs. The team is planning to 
attend a centre of excellence in Sweden next month. The Society is unwilling to proceed on this 
basis and is seeking commitments to additional supports I am not in a position to provide. Each 
Irish thalidomide survivor has a medical card and it is open to each individual to apply for the 
numerous public supports available to people with a disability provided by other Departments 
such as housing adaptation grants, disabled drivers tax concessions and disability allowance.

30/04/2013WRAA02750Mental Health Services Provision

30/04/2013WRAA02800512. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the reason that no care plan or long 
term structure either financially or mentally, has been put into place in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Carlow. [20054/13]

30/04/2013WRAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The particular 
issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

30/04/2013WRAA02950Water Fluoridation

30/04/2013WRAA03000513. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the reason for fluoridation in the 
water here. [20113/13]

30/04/2013WRAA03100514. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health if the policy of fluoridation of 
our national water system has been reviewed recently. [20114/13]

30/04/2013WRAA03200565. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the health benefits and the rea-
son for fluoridation in water here. [20112/13]

30/04/2013WRAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 513, 514 and 565 together.

Water fluoridation and the use of appropriate fluorides is a major plank of public health 
policy in Ireland in the prevention and management of tooth decay. Fluoridation of public water 
supplies is provided for in the Health (Fluoridation of Water Supplies Act) 1960. The policy of 
water was reviewed by the Forum on Fluoridation, which published its report in 2002. It con-
cluded that the fluoridation of public piped water supplies should continue as a public health 
measure. In 2011 the EU Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER), 
published its ‘Opinion on critical review of any new evidence on the hazard profile, health ef-
fects, and human exposure to fluoride and the fluoridating agents of drinking water’.  The main 
conclusions of the SCHER report are that there are no known health implications from fluori-
dating water at levels used in the EU. 

The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, established in 2004, monitors new and 
emerging issues on fluoride and its effects on health and related matters. It advises that the 
balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that water fluoridation, at the optimal level, 
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does not cause any ill effects and is the safest and most cost effective method of protecting the 
oral health of the population. The opinion of the Expert Body is supported by the World Health 
Organisation; the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, the Public Health Service and the 
Surgeon General of the United States; the World Dental Federation; the International Associa-
tion for Dental Research; the Royal College of Physicians of England and by major interna-
tional scientifically validated reviews in many countries. The Expert Body keeps the policy of 
water fluoridation under constant review.

30/04/2013WRBB00050Health Services Staff Issues

30/04/2013WRBB00100515. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if recognition is to be provided 
to creative arts therapies and if it is intended to include the Irish Association of Creative Arts 
Therapists under the provisions of the Health and Social Social Care Professionals Act; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20538/13]

30/04/2013WRBB00200516. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if he is considering including 
creative art therapists under the registration of persons qualifying for the use and title of a 
designated profession for the determination of complaints in relation to their fitness to practice 
under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20646/13]

30/04/2013WRBB00300585. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health his views on statutory recognition 
and registration of creative arts therapies here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20372/13]

30/04/2013WRBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 515, 516 
and 585 together.

The Health and Social Care Professionals Council (HSCPC) and the 12 registration boards 
to be established under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 - the Act - are re-
sponsible for protecting the public by promoting high standards of professional conduct and 
professional education, training and competence among the registrants of the following 12 
health and social care professions designated under the Act: clinical biochemists, dietitians, 
medical scientists, occupational therapists, orthoptists, physiotherapists, podiatrists, psycholo-
gists, radiographers, social care workers, social workers and speech and language therapists.  
In time, only registrants will be entitled to use these titles. The Council - also known as CORU 
- was established in March 2007 and is working to put in place the necessary structures for 
registration, education and fitness to practise for the 12 designated professions.  The first reg-
istration board to be established, the Social Workers Registration Board, was established in 
August 2010, and the associated Social Workers Register opened for receipt and processing 
of applications on 31 May, 2011.  A second registration board, the Radiographers Registration 
Board, was established on 16 December, 2011 and its register is expected to be established on 
30 June 2013.  Three further registration boards, the Dietitians Registration Board,  the Occu-
pational Therapists Registration Board, and the Speech and Language Therapists Registration 
Board have been established with effect from 1 November 2012.  It is  proposed to establish the 
Physiotherapists Registration Board shortly and expressions of interest from interested parties 
are currently being sought through the Public Appointments Service to fill vacancies on the 
soon to be established Board.  All the registration boards and their registers for the remaining 
designated professions should be established by 2015.

While the legislation empowers the Minister for Health to include, if he considers it ap-
propriate and in the public interest to do so, additional health and social care professions in the 
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regulatory system over time, and under specific criteria, I have no plans at present to regulate 
creative arts therapists.  The question of regulating further health and social care professionals 
may be reviewed post 2015 in the context of progress made by CORU at that juncture.  The 
issue of recognition of creative arts therapies in the public health services, the need for such 
services and the direct employment of creative arts therapists are matters for the Health Service 
Executive in the first instance.

30/04/2013WRBB00450Hospital Services

30/04/2013WRBB00500517. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health if a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly will be facilitated at the dialysis clinic in Tullamore, County 
Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19726/13]

30/04/2013WRBB00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy in this matter.

30/04/2013WRBB00650Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRBB00700518. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health if an application 
for a E112 will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19727/13]

30/04/2013WRBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has been asked 
to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service 
Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes medical cards and 
GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established a dedicated contact 
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP 
visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  Contact information has 
recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

30/04/2013WRBB00850Hospital Waiting Lists

30/04/2013WRBB00900519. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide 
details of the most recent outpatient waiting times at Waterford Regional Hospital; if he will 
provide a breakdown of same by speciality and by waiting time, less than three months, three to 
six months, six to nine months, nine to twelve months, one to three years and more than three 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19766/13]

30/04/2013WRBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been 
adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting 
lists.  In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.
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30/04/2013WRBB01050Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

30/04/2013WRBB01100520. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15 will be seen by a Health Service Executive dentist for the fitting of braces; the reason 
for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19784/13]

30/04/2013WRBB01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need.  An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

30/04/2013WRBB01250Hospital Waiting Lists

30/04/2013WRBB01300521. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will set out in tabular form 
on a hospital by hospital basis, the number of persons who were waiting for initial consultancy 
appointments in January 2011, January 2012 and January 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19792/13]

30/04/2013WRBB01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government.  Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time  data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients 
who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum wait-
ing time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment.  In parallel 
with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the HSE Clinical 
Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient services to ensure 
that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the right time.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/04/2013WRBB01450Drug Treatment Services

30/04/2013WRBB01500522. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will present a report on 
official visits to Tallaght community drug projects by the Minister of State, Deputy Alex White, 
if any positive actions are proposed in respect of issues raised with the Minister; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19793/13]

30/04/2013WRBB01600523. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health his views on the implications 
for community drug and alcohol services in the Tallaght area following the review of the drugs 
task force. [19794/13]

30/04/2013WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 522 and 523 together.

The Deputy will be aware that I announced details of a series of measures arising from a 
review of Drugs Task Forces last December.  The reforms, which are intended to better equip 
the Task Forces to respond to the current pattern of substance misuse, also provide for the ex-
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tension of their remit to include alcohol addiction.  Against this background, on 26 February, 
on receipt of an invitation from the Board of the Tallaght Local Drugs Force, I met with Mem-
bers of the Board at Kiltalown House (Tallaght Rehabilitation Project), who provided a very 
comprehensive briefing on the day to day challenges the Board face in tackling the on-going 
destructive consequences of drugs in their communities.  The Board expressed their support for 
the forthcoming proposals on Alcohol policy, and the role Local Task Forces may play in com-
bating the excessive levels of alcohol in society.  I also made a short visit to a number of local 
drugs related projects including JADD - Jobstown Assisting Drug Dependency and St Aengus 
Community Action Group to see at first hand the excellent work being progressed by Local 
Drugs Task Force projects.

As previously outlined to the House, the review of Drugs Task Forces is ongoing.  It is en-
visaged that the final report will take account of Government decisions in relation to addressing 
the alcohol issue.

30/04/2013WRBB01750Hospital Appointments Administration

30/04/2013WRBB01800524. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19802/13]

30/04/2013WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been ad-
opted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

30/04/2013WRBB01950Medical Card Eligibility

30/04/2013WRBB02000525. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the criteria 
which determine exceptional needs; what constitutes exceptional medical needs, with regard to 
provision of medical card services; if he will clarify if exceptional medical needs are consid-
ered when reviewing an application which has been deemed ineligible on the basis of national 
income guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19808/13]

30/04/2013WRBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on 
residency and means.  There are currently two categories of eligibility for all persons ordinar-
ily resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all others).  Full 
eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits and is granted to persons who, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general practitioner, medical 
and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hardship.  There is a 
provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the income guide-
lines are exceeded.  The HSE  set up a clinical panel to assist in the processing of applications 
for discretionary medical cards where there are difficult personal circumstances.

The Primary Care Reimbursement Service of the Health Service Executive has confirmed 
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that all medical card applications are firstly considered on income grounds.  Where an applicant 
is over the income threshold applicable for a medical card and where the applicant has included 
details of medical circumstances along with supporting documentation such as a GP or con-
sultant’s letter, the application is then forwarded to the Medical Officer for discretionary con-
sideration.  Every application is reviewed on its own merits and the Medical Officer provides 
recommendations based on the nature of the medical circumstances of the applicant, considered 
within the context of the applicant’s household income.

30/04/2013WRBB02150Medical Card Appeals

30/04/2013WRBB02200526. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will set out the reasons for 
disallowing an appeal in respect of medical card services on behalf of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Louth. [19809/13]

30/04/2013WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

30/04/2013WRBB02350Medical Card Appeals

30/04/2013WRBB02400527. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their appeal for medical card. [19857/13]

30/04/2013WRBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

30/04/2013WRBB02550Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRBB02600528. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their review of medical card. [19858/13]

30/04/2013WRBB02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.
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30/04/2013WRBB02750Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRBB02800529. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their review of medical card. [19859/13]

30/04/2013WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

30/04/2013WRBB02950Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRBB03000530. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [19860/13]

30/04/2013WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

30/04/2013WRBB03150Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRBB03200531. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when persons (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [19861/13]

30/04/2013WRBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended.  It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response.  
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

30/04/2013WRCC00150Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRCC00200532. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [19862/13]

30/04/2013WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
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medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRCC00350Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRCC00400533. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on an application for a medical card. [19863/13]

30/04/2013WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRCC00550Public Sector Allowances Payments

30/04/2013WRCC00600534. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of the LRC proposal 
that the Health Service Executive should immediately communicate with the DATHs to ensure 
that medical scientist student grant payments from Holles Street Maternity Hospital, Dublin, 
are made in full and with effect from appropriate date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19877/13]

30/04/2013WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE has in the past confirmed to all 
health sector employers that Student Medical Scientists on placement must be paid the monthly 
training allowance as set out in my Department’s consolidated salary scales. 

This allowance was approved for continued award to new beneficiaries, following the re-
view of public sector allowances conducted in 2012.  The HSE is in communication with the 
National Maternity Hospital with a view to ensuring that this allowance is paid as soon as pos-
sible.

30/04/2013WRCC00750HSE Staff Promotions

30/04/2013WRCC00800535. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
a disability that were promoted within the Health Service Executive in each of the years 2007, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19889/13]

30/04/2013WRCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/04/2013WRCC00950Health Services Issues

30/04/2013WRCC01000536. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on 
an application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Roscommon; the reason for 
the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19896/13]

30/04/2013WRCC01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
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Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/04/2013WRCC01150Accident and Emergency Services Provision

30/04/2013WRCC01200537. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the reason the emergency 
department in Mayo General Hospital does not operate doctor training schemes like other simi-
lar hospitals around the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19907/13]

30/04/2013WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/04/2013WRCC01350Orthodontic Services Provision

30/04/2013WRCC01400538. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health the options available to 
families who have a medical card and need orthodontic treatment for an 18-year-old child; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19909/13]

30/04/2013WRCC01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment based on clinical need to those who have been assessed and referred for 
treatment before their 16th birthday. Orthodontic referrals are generally received via the HSE’s 
Public Dental Service school screening programme. Although adult medical card holders can 
access a range of dental services and treatments under the Dental Treatment Service Scheme, 
orthodontics is not among the services available.

30/04/2013WRCC01550Hospital Services

30/04/2013WRCC01600539. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the outcome of the internal re-
view undertaken by the Health Service Executive in County Donegal regarding X-ray facilities 
in community hospitals including Dungloe Community Hospital; if he will give an assurance 
that X-ray facilities will continue to operate in Dungloe throughout the summer months; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19915/13]

30/04/2013WRCC01700541. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the services available within 
the campus at Dungloe Community Hospital, County Donegal, at present; and the services 
he expects to move from the present campus to the proposed new primary health care centre. 
[19917/13]

30/04/2013WRCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 539 and 541 together.

As these are service matters they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

30/04/2013WRCC01850Primary Care Centres Provision

30/04/2013WRCC01900540. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posed primary health care centre for Dungloe, County Donegal; if a location has been identified 
for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19916/13]
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30/04/2013WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Dungloe is one of 
the 35 potential locations for primary care centres to be developed by means of the Public Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) project as announced in the July 2012 Infrastructure Stimulus Package.   
Of the 35, approximately 20 will be offered to the market subject to a) agreement between the 
local GPs and the HSE on active local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and 
availability.    

 Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 539.

30/04/2013WRCC02050Hospital Equipment

30/04/2013WRCC02100542. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if there is available at Beaumont 
Hospital, Dublin 9, a laser eye machine to use on patients with vitreo-retinal surgery disease; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19927/13]

30/04/2013WRCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/04/2013WRCC02250Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

30/04/2013WRCC02300543. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 502 of 5 March 2013, when Health Service Executive policy that persons 
who have both an LTI card and a medical card should use their medical card to access medicines 
came into effect; his views on whether this leaves those patients at a financial disadvantage 
compared to those on the LTI scheme only; the measures he is taking to address this anomaly; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19932/13]

30/04/2013WRCC02400544. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who hold both an LTI card and a full medical card; and the number who hold both an LTI card 
and a general practitioner only medical card. [19933/13]

30/04/2013WRCC02500545. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if it is now policy to 
refuse LTI cards to newly diagnosed diabetes sufferers who already have medical cards; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19934/13]

30/04/2013WRCC02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 543 to 545, inclusive, together.

Persons suffering from prescribed conditions, who are not already medical card holders, can 
get free drugs, medicines and medical and surgical appliances for the treatment of that condi-
tion under the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Medical card holders are required to pay prescription 
charges. Prescription charges are not payable in respect of items supplied under the Long Term 
Illness Scheme. 

In the case of persons who have both the medical card and LTI, the HSE policy is that they 
should use their medical card to access medicines. The main reason for this is that the supply 
of medicines under the LTI costs the HSE considerably more than under the GMS Scheme. A 
retail mark-up of 20% is payable to pharmacists for items supplied under the LTI Scheme but 
there is no retail mark-up for items supplied under the GMS Scheme. 

The decision by the previous Government not to extend prescription charges to the Long 
Term Illness Scheme has given rise to the anomaly identified by the Deputy. This matter is 
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under review.  As at 29 April 2013 the number of persons who hold both an LTI card and a full 
medical card is 19,938. The number of persons who hold both an LTI card and a GP Visit Card 
is 3,279.

30/04/2013WRCC02650Mobility Allowance Appeals

30/04/2013WRCC02700546. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made on 
the appeal against the disallowance of a mobility allowance claim in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 3. [19936/13]

30/04/2013WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/04/2013WRCC02850Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRCC02900547. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if the Secretary General of his 
Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will publish their diary on their 
website on a monthly basis.  The measures he is taking to make the actions of his senior civil 
servants more accountable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19966/13]

30/04/2013WRCC03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department will, from June 2013 and on 
a monthly basis, publish the Secretary General’s diary on my Department’s website. This will 
be done retroactively with appropriate redactions for confidentiality and the provisions of the 
legislation governing Freedom of Information and Data Protection.  My Department will also 
consider other material that could be published on its website.

30/04/2013WRCC03050Water Fluoridation

30/04/2013WRCC03100548. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the actions he intends to take in 
relation to the fluoridation of water in view of the fact that the United States EPA is classifying 
fluoride as a chemical for which there is substantial evidence of developmental neurotoxicity 
alongside arsenic, lead, benzine, cocaine, LSD and PCBs. [19974/13]

30/04/2013WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The United States’ 
Environmental Protection Agency’s definition of “substantial evidence” in this regard is given 
as “reports from more than one laboratory.” This does not indicate whether the evidence is good 
or poor, simply that more than one laboratory researcher has made this finding. The Agency cur-
rently accepts a standard of 4 parts per million for naturally fluoridated water in the USA, which 
is 5 times higher than the levels for fluoridated water in Ireland. It should be noted that among 
those substances classed by the Agency in the same group as fluoride are common substances 
such as ethanol, ozone and chlorine dioxide as well as caffeine, which is found in tea and coffee 
and acrylamide, which is found in well browned toast and roast potatoes.

The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health has reviewed a number of studies over the 
years in relation to neurological effects. These studies have typically involved dosing labora-
tory rats with very high levels of fluoride. The EU Scientific Committee on Health and Environ-
mental Risks (SCHER) review in 2011 referred to the Whitford study in which rats were given 
doses equivalent to 200 times the human exposure without demonstrating any neurological 
effects. 
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A number of studies from China, and the systematic review of these by Choi (from the 
Harvard Medical School) which claim an effect on children’s IQ at very high levels of natu-
rally occurring fluoride, were assessed by the Expert Body in 2011 and were found to be of no 
relevance to Ireland, given our regulated fluoridation levels. The view of the Expert Body is 
that the overall design of the studies is poor and they do not provide evidence of any effect on 
children’s IQ from either high or low fluoride levels. This view was shared by SCHER in its 
2011 Review. It should be noted that the Deans of Harvard Medical School and the Harvard 
School of Dental Medicine have recently confirmed their support of water fluoridation as a safe 
public health measure for people of all ages. 

The Expert Body is satisfied that water fluoridation, at its optimal level, causes no ill effects. 
The effects of fluoridation on health and related matters are kept under constant review.

30/04/2013WRDD00150Tobacco Control Measures

30/04/2013WRDD00200549. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a tobacco company (details supplied) has introduced a limited edition cigarette in 
their packets; his views on whether this contravenes the Public Health (Tobacco) Amendment 
Act 2013, as a promotional or marketing exercise by the company; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19983/13]

30/04/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has advised 
that it is aware of the matter referred to by the Deputy.  The Health Service Executive are cur-
rently investigating this matter with a view to assessing compliance with relevant Tobacco 
Control legislation.  If determined to contravene the legislation the Health Service Executive 
will take appropriate enforcement action to ensure the matter is addressed.

30/04/2013WRDD00350Hospital Services

30/04/2013WRDD00400550. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the continua-
tion of existing services at  South Tipperary General Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19990/13]

30/04/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

30/04/2013WRDD00550Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD00600551. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical 
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20000/13]

30/04/2013WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 
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30/04/2013WRDD00750Disability Support Services Issues

30/04/2013WRDD00800552. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that all resi-
dents at a disability services facility (details supplied) in County Meath are safe and receiving 
proper professional care. [20014/13]

30/04/2013WRDD00900553. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 98 of 26 May 2011, the reason for the delay in investigating a case (details supplied) 
in Dublin 9. [20015/13]

30/04/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 552 and 553 together.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services, including 
Disability services.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/04/2013WRDD01025Departmental Reports

30/04/2013WRDD01100554. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the contents 
of the report that he has been asked to produce by the programme finance troika comparing the 
price of medicines here with other European countries; the scope of the report; the resources he 
has deployed to prepare the report; when the report will be finalised; and if it will be laid before 
the Oireachtas. [20022/13]

30/04/2013WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As part of the EU-
IMF Programme of Financial Support for Ireland, the Department and the HSE commissioned 
the ESRI to conduct a study on pharmaceutical prices, prescribing practices and the usage of 
generics in Ireland, compared to similar EU Member States. The report will be finalised in the 
coming weeks, following which it will be placed on the Department’s website.

30/04/2013WRDD01250Infectious Diseases Incidence

30/04/2013WRDD01300555. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the situation re-
garding the reporting of infectious diseases, subject to the 1981 infectious disease statute, spe-
cifically, at paragraph 17.2, which states that practitioners are paid for reporting an infectious 
disease; if this is still the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20043/13]

30/04/2013WRDD01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Article 17 (1) of the Infectious Diseases Reg-
ulations, 1981 (S.I. No. 390 of 1981) states that where a medical practitioner:

(a) sends a notification that a person is suffering from or is a carrier of an infectious disease, 
or

(b) sends a notification or intimation that he suspects that a person is suffering from or is a 
carrier of an infectious disease and such suspicion is subsequently confirmed, the health board 
shall pay him the appropriate fee in respect of such notification or intimation.

The fee payable to GP’s per notification of such infectious disease is €2.54 and this payment 
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is payable on an annual basis.

30/04/2013WRDD01450Medical Card Appeals

30/04/2013WRDD01500556. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if the appeal will 
be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20049/13]

30/04/2013WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRDD01650Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD01700557. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [20090/13]

30/04/2013WRDD01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRDD01850Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD01900558. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [20091/13]

30/04/2013WRDD02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRDD02050Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD02100559. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [20092/13]
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30/04/2013WRDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRDD02250Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD02300560. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [20093/13]

30/04/2013WRDD02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRDD02450Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD02500561. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [20094/13]

30/04/2013WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WRDD02650Medical Card Applications

30/04/2013WRDD02700562. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a medical card. [20095/13]

30/04/2013WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 
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30/04/2013WRDD02850Orthodontic Services Provision

30/04/2013WRDD02900563. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken to 
expedite the orthodontic treatment for two second level students (details supplied) in County 
Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20101/13]

30/04/2013WRDD03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

30/04/2013WRDD03050Health Services Issues

30/04/2013WRDD03100564. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance aid avail-
able for a second level student (details supplied) in County Cavan who has severe vision prob-
lems, strabismus, and requires very expensive glasses; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20102/13]

30/04/2013WRDD03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): All children of 
primary school age are provided with an optical screening service by the HSE. Any refractive 
errors are treated and spectacles or other appropriate care is provided where necessary. Second 
level students up to 16 years are eligible for HSE eyecare services where they are named on 
their parents’ medical cards. Other second level students up to 16 years are eligible to be seen by 
a HSE eye doctor when there is a medical reason for the eye condition, rather than a refractive 
error. Such patients may be referred for treatment after being examined by an optometrist. The 
HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as 
soon as possible.

Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 513.

30/04/2013WREE00150Home Help Service Eligibility

30/04/2013WREE00200566. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
home help in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [20117/13]

30/04/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/04/2013WREE00350Vaccination Programme

30/04/2013WREE00400567. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when he will put in place 
a package for the children who were affected by the swine flu pandemrix injection. [20118/13]

30/04/2013WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My priority is to ensure that children/ado-
lescents affected by narcolepsy, with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided 
with a range of services and supports to meet their health needs.  The Health Service Executive 
has responsibility for health service delivery and at my request the HSE developed a range of 
appropriate services and supports to address the needs of this group.  Together, the HSE and 
the Department of Education and Skills provide a very comprehensive range of services and 
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supports to those affected.

These supports and services include access to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, 
temporary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses incurred. This includes expenses for 
counselling services for individuals and also for families of children affected by narcolepsy fol-
lowing pandemic vaccination,  in cases where such services are not already available through 
the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for the appropriate individualised health 
and educational supports to be put in place are ongoing. The National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents 
of children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children and adoles-
cents affected.

The HSE’s advocacy unit is in regular contact with the support group SOUND and last met 
representatives of the group on 28 February 2013.  Through regional co-ordinators the HSE 
also has frequent contact with individuals affected by narcolepsy and their families to facilitate 
access to services already in place. Last month, on 22 March 2013 the HSE held an information 
day for families affected by narcolepsy to ensure those affected were made fully aware of all of 
the services available to them. I would like to assure the Deputy that this matter continues to be 
a priority for my Department.

30/04/2013WREE00550Home Care Packages

30/04/2013WREE00600568. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a home 
care package is approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20128/13]

30/04/2013WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/04/2013WREE00750Services for People with Disabilities

30/04/2013WREE00800569. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding special 
needs assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [20136/13]

30/04/2013WREE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/04/2013WREE00950Energy Conservation

30/04/2013WREE01000570. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he has given due consider-
ation to proposals put forward by Energy Action Ireland in relation to funding to continue to 
deliver essential retrofitting and insulation works; and if he has given consideration to propos-
als to use the Health Service Executive network of professional, vocational and trusted staff to 
deliver advice in relation to this service to the most vulnerable. [20147/13]

30/04/2013WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The matters raised by the Deputy are within 
the area of responsibility of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
and accordingly I have referred the Deputy’s question to that Department for attention. As the 
question also refers in part to the possibility of utilising Health Service Executive staff to advise 
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on the matter raised, I have also referred the question to the Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

30/04/2013WREE01150Health Services Provision

30/04/2013WREE01200571. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the efforts being made 
to secure a base for the Order of Malta branch in Kells, County Meath, in view of its important 
role in the delivery of health services and supports in the area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20151/13]

30/04/2013WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter this question has 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

30/04/2013WREE01350Mobility Allowance Decision

30/04/2013WREE01400572. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when the special review 
group on devising an alternative scheme to the mobility allowance will deliver a report; the 
persons who are on this group; the criteria used to appoint them; their terms of reference; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [18830/13]

30/04/2013WREE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): A Project 
Group to review the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant has been established to 
seek an alternative method to provide for the priority transport needs of people with a disability 
in a manner that does not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The Group, who will report to 
Government next month, have met five times.  The results of the review will be presented to 
the Government before any final decisions are made on future arrangements.  At this stage, I 
am not in a position to pre-empt the outcome of the review or the decision of the Government.

Membership of the Project Group , which is independently chaired, is drawn from both the 
statutory and the non-statutory sectors.  The work of the Project Group is being supported by 
the National Disability Authority and includes representatives from the Irish Wheelchair Asso-
ciation, the Disability Federation of Ireland, the Centre for Independent Living, an independent 
service user and advocate for people with disabilities and a retired County Council Manager 
with relevant experience.  Minister Reilly and I have instructed the Project Group to seek solu-
tions across the whole of Government, so that alongside representatives from the Department 
of Health and the Health Service Executive, membership also includes representatives from An 
Pobal and from the Departments of Transport, Tourism & Sport, Environment, Community & 
Local Government, Social Protection and Finance.

30/04/2013WREE01550Mental Health Services Provision

30/04/2013WREE01600573. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on 
the range of mental health services available for adults, adolescents and children in the Cavan 
Monaghan constituency and across the Dublin north east region; if he will outline his plans for 
further developments already signed off on but yet to be introduced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20159/13]

30/04/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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30/04/2013WREE01750Nursing Home Services

30/04/2013WREE01800574. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when his Department will pub-
lish the report into the public nursing homes in Shaen and Abbeyleix; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20259/13]

30/04/2013WREE01900575. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health his Department’s plans for the 
future of Shaen and Abbeyleix nursing homes. [20260/13]

30/04/2013WREE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 574 and 575 together.

The Deputy will be aware that following the completion of the consultation process re-
garding the potential closure of Abbeyleix Community Nursing Unit and St Brigid’s Hospital, 
Shaen all relevant information and submissions were presented to the Designated Officer on 16 
August 2012. Having considered all of the information available, the Designated Officer formu-
lated his recommendations and submitted them to the Department.  These recommendations are 
being considered by the Minister. It is anticipated that an announcement will be made shortly 
in respect of both facilities.

30/04/2013WREE02050Medical Card Eligibility

30/04/2013WREE02100576. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card renewal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20261/13]

30/04/2013WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WREE02250Accident and Emergency Services Provision

30/04/2013WREE02300577. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that 
unmarked ambulance and emergency vehicles are in use in the Kildare area; if these include 
high powered vehicles; if he will detail the date of purchase and cost of same; if it is policy that 
workers are allowed take these vehicles home; if this practice has ever left any area short of 
vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20276/13]

30/04/2013WREE02400578. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the vehicle maintenance 
protocol for emergency vehicles in the Kildare area; if it is the case that there are two qualified 
mechanics employed by the Health Service Executive in the eastern region yet when vehicles 
are scheduled for routine maintenance they have to go off the road to a main garage for repairs 
at extra expense to the taxpayer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20277/13]

30/04/2013WREE02500579. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the level of mileage at 
which ambulances are at the end of their life; the process for ensuring that that is the case; the 
number of vehicles in the Kildare area which have surpassed this mileage; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [20278/13]

30/04/2013WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 577 to 579, 
inclusive, together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

30/04/2013WREE02650Medical Card Eligibility

30/04/2013WREE02700580. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will review the refusal of a 
GMS card to a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20307/13]

30/04/2013WREE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

30/04/2013WREE02850Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

30/04/2013WREE02900581. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance 
available by way of motorised transport grant or otherwise to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20343/13]

30/04/2013WREE03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The motorised 
transport grant was abolished on the 26th February 2013. A project group to review both the 
motorised transport grant and the mobility allowance has been established to seek an alternative 
method to provide for the priority transport needs of people with a disability in a manner that 
does not run counter to the Equal Status Acts. At this stage, I am not in a position to pre-empt 
the outcome of the review or the decision of the Government.

The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme provides a range of tax reliefs linked 
to the purchase and use of vehicles by disabled drivers and disabled passengers. Further details 
are available from citizens information or the revenue commissioners. 

30/04/2013WREE03050Hospital Procedures

30/04/2013WREE03100582. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the number of women who 
underwent symphiostomies at Mullingar Hospital, County Westmeath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20350/13]

30/04/2013WREE03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Information requested by the Deputy 
regarding the number of symphysiotomies that took place at Mullingar Hospital is a matter for 
the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have forwarded your request to the Executive for 
direct response.
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          Question No. 583 answered with Question No. 510.

30/04/2013WRFF00250HSE Staff Remuneration

30/04/2013WRFF00300584. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the case of 
a person (details supplied) in relation to their application for receipt of incremental payments 
due after 20 years’ service in employment; if he will outline the eligibility criteria for receipt of 
incremental payments to long-term employees in this situation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20369/13]

30/04/2013WRFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Prior to the introduction in 2009 of the mora-
torium on staff recruitment and promotion in the public service, arrangements were in place 
whereby staff nurses, who applied, were promoted to the Senior Staff Nurse Grade after 20 
years’ service.  The relevant agreement between Management and the Unions stipulated that the 
post of Senior Staff Nurse was not a long-service increment. Since the moratorium, no appoint-
ments to the post of Senior Staff Nurse have been made, given that such appointments would 
constitute promotion.  

In the context of the Labour Relations Commission (LRC) proposals following the public 
service pay discussions earlier this year, the management side had indicated its preparedness 
to resume the appointment of nurses with the requisite service to the Senior Staff Nurse grade.  
Given that, at the request of Government,  the Chief Executive of the LRC is currently consult-
ing further with the parties to those discussions, I do not consider it appropriate to comment 
further at this point on the issue raised by the Deputy.

Question No. 585 answered with Question No. 515.

30/04/2013WRFF00550Eating Disorders

30/04/2013WRFF00600586. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine correspon-
dence on a matter (details supplied) regarding eating disorders; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20387/13]

30/04/2013WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Having ex-
amined the correspondence in relation to the Internet and eating disorders, I wish to advise the 
Deputy that the Internet is an international and worldwide phenomenon, that has no borders and 
no single control mechanism. Therefore, efforts to combat harmful materials and activities on 
the Internet can be hampered by the multiplicity of jurisdictions, various legal systems, differ-
ing societal norms, or other relevant factors in this regard.  Many pro-eating disorder websites 
may be hosted outside this jurisdiction, principally in the United States.  As such they would be 
subject to the US jurisdiction and action that could be taken would be limited.

While acknowledging such difficulties, it should be emphasised that there is a self-regu-
latory framework in place for internet service providers (ISPs) in Ireland. The Internet Ser-
vice Providers Association of Ireland Code of Practice and Ethics sets out clear guidelines and 
minimum standards in respect of dealing with complaints regarding suspected illegal material.  
However, it is considered that pro-eating disorder websites would not be illegal, and any ac-
tion that could be taken against them would be limited.  The Deputy may rest assured that the 
Department of Health, in conjunction with other relevant agencies, are cognisant of the issues 
raised in this instance and will continue to pursue an inter-agency response to policy and service 
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delivery levels to best tackle concerns in relation to eating disorders overall.

30/04/2013WRFF00750Hospital Services

30/04/2013WRFF00800587. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evaluation of 
the performance of Limerick Regional Hospital’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20436/13]

30/04/2013WRFF00900591. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evaluation of 
the performance of Waterford Regional Hospital’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition, set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20505/13]

30/04/2013WRFF01000592. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an evaluation 
of the performance of Cork University Hospital’s management of diabetic foot disease against 
the management standards for the condition as set down in the Health Service Executive’s 2011 
model of care for the diabetic foot; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20506/13]

30/04/2013WRFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 587, 591 
and 592 together.

The HSE National Clinical Programme for Diabetes - which includes the care of children 
and adolescents with diabetes - was established within the Clinical Strategy and Programmes 
Directorate. The purpose of the Programme is to define the way diabetic Clinical Services 
should be delivered, resourced and measured; and a clinician has been appointed to lead on the 
development of the programme. One of the objectives of the National Diabetes Programme is 
to develop a footcare screening and treatment service to prevent foot ulceration and subsequent 
lower limb amputation.  In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

30/04/2013WRFF01150Palliative Care Services

30/04/2013WRFF01200588. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Health the number of patients availing 
of specialist palliative care home care and those availing of specialist palliative care in-patient 
unit care in each county in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20437/13]

30/04/2013WRFF01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

30/04/2013WRFF01350Medicinal Products Prices

30/04/2013WRFF01400589. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if his Department has re-
viewed the position of the Canadian Government when it introduced generic drug legislation 
but had to repeal a section of it due to the problems it encountered with epilepsy replacement 
generic drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20438/13]

30/04/2013WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Legislation from 
a number of jurisdictions, including Canada, was reviewed as part of the work of the Joint De-
partment of Health/HSE working group on reference pricing and generic substitution. In addi-
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tion, the Irish Medicines Board has reviewed the policy on interchangeability of anti-epileptic 
drugs of a number of countries, including, Denmark, Sweden, the UK, and the Netherlands. I 
am not aware of any issues in relation to legislation introducing generic substitution in Canada.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, passed 
Committee Stage on 19 March and is currently at Report Stage. Under the Bill, the Irish Medi-
cines Board has statutory responsibility for establishing and publishing a List of Interchange-
able Medicinal Products.  In deciding whether to add a group of medicinal products to the List 
of Interchangeable Medicinal Products, the Board must be satisfied that each medicinal product 
which falls within the group:

(a) has the same qualitative and quantitative composition in each of its active substances as 
each of the other medicinal products which fall within the group;

(b) is in the same pharmaceutical form as, or in a pharmaceutical form that is appropriate for 
substitution for, each of the other products in the group; and

(c) has the same route of administration as each of the other medicinal products which fall 
within the group.

In addition, the Bill provides that the Board is not permitted to add a group of medicinal 
products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products where:

 - there is a difference in bioavailability between the medicinal products and the interchange-
able medicinal products which currently fall within the group of interchangeable medicinal 
products which may lead to a clinically significant difference in efficacy between them, and

 - any of the medicinal  products cannot be safely substituted for any one or more of the 
other medicinal products in the group.

I would like to emphasise that in making a decision to add a medicinal product to a group 
of interchangeable medicinal products or a group of medicinal products to the List of Inter-
changeable Medicinal Products the Board is obliged to have regard to the criteria as set out in 
the Bill and that these criteria fully reflect the recommendations set out in the Joint Department 
of Health/HSE report ‘Proposed Model of Reference Pricing and Generic Substitution’ (the 
Moran Report, 2010) regarding criteria for interchangeability.  To further enhance the patient 
safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 13 of the Bill allows a prescriber to indicate on a 
prescription that a branded interchangeable medicinal product should, for clinical reasons, not 
be substituted.

I am satisfied that the provisions of the Bill address the concerns raised in relation to the 
substitution of anti-epileptic drugs. I met with the Irish Epilepsy Association in January and ex-
plained this position.  It is also important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly 
the same standards of quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. 
All of the generic medicines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet 
the requirements of the Irish Medicines Board.

30/04/2013WRFF01550Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

30/04/2013WRFF01600590. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) in County Westmeath is given an orthodontist appointment as soon as pos-
sible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20513/13]
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30/04/2013WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 591 and 592 answered with Question No. 587.

30/04/2013WRFF01850Medical Card Reviews

30/04/2013WRFF01900593. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the number of random fi-
nancial reviews that have been carried out on medical card patients whose cards were not due 
to expire until 2021; the number of reviews that are due to take place; of the reviews that have 
taken place, the number of persons who have lost their entitlement to a full medical card and 
have had it replaced with a general practitioner only card; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20507/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

30/04/2013WRFF02050Road Improvement Schemes

30/04/2013WRFF02100594. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a breakdown of the funds that were made available for road improvements in County 
Louth in 2012. [19754/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Details of funding 
provided in 2012 for regional and local roads are outlined in the payments booklet entitled 2012 
Regional and Local Road Grant Payments which is available in the Dáil library.  Details in rela-
tion to funding provided to Louth County Council in 2012 for national roads is available from 
the National Roads Authority (NRA).  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

30/04/2013WRFF02250Tourism Promotion

30/04/2013WRFF02300595. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline his vision for the development of the country’s maritime heritage, with specific refer-
ence to community dividends from tourism associated with lighthouses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19946/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department’s 
role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national policy.  It is not involved in the 
administration of tourism-related funding programmes or in support to specific tourism sectors, 
which are the responsibility of Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to Fáilte Ireland for further information and direct reply.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland, published by the 
Government in July 2012, contains an action that the appropriate departments and agencies 
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will utilise existing built and natural assets, for example lighthouses and offshore islands, to 
develop tourism products and services.  Work in this area is ongoing and will be particularly 
supported by the development of the Wild Atlantic Way initiative which will highlight all as-
pects of the maritime experience, heritage and culture.  I am advised that the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights are currently in discussion with the Special EU Programmes Body about a cross-
border project to develop the tourism potential of lighthouses along the northern coast.  Fáilte 
Ireland, the Northern Ireland Tourist Board and a number of other public bodies are supporting 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights in relation to the project, which will facilitate the visitor to 
explore the best of our land and sea scapes.  I look forward to seeing this project progressed by 
the participating bodies at an early date.

30/04/2013WRFF02450Road Tolls

30/04/2013WRFF02500596. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of vehicles that were subject to an additional late-payment penalty in relation to eFlow in 
2012. [19740/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02600597. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
clarify by county address the number of drivers who were subject to an additional late-payment 
penalty in relation to eFlow in 2012. [19741/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02700598. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
revenue raised in late-payment penalties in relation to eFlow in 2012. [19742/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02800599. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
revenue generated from late-payment penalties is ringfenced for specific development purposes 
by the National Roads Authority. [19743/13]

30/04/2013WRFF02900600. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is 
possible for the National Roads Authority to introduce very large signage, in a different colour 
to the standard blue, on the M50 warning drivers of penalty payments being issued in the event 
of tolls not being paid on time. [19744/13]

30/04/2013WRFF03000601. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of drivers who received a penalty notice from eFlow in 2012 but were not on the M50 at 
the time. [19745/13]

30/04/2013WRFF03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 596 to 601, inclusive, together. 

 As the Deputy will be aware, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have overall 
responsibility for  policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme. The imple-
mentation of individual national road schemes which provide for tolling, is a matter for the 
National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993-2007.  Moreover, the statutory 
power to levy tolls on national roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements 
with private investors in respect of national roads is very specifically vested in the NRA under 
Part V of the Roads Act, 1993 (as amended).  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I am re-
ferring his Question to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/04/2013WRGG00250Road Safety Issues

30/04/2013WRGG00300602. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his posi-
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tion regarding the consistency of speed bumps and traffic calming measures on roads; if guide-
lines are provided to local authorities to ensure that they are similar in different parts of the 
country; if speed bump consistency was ever in previous legislation; the maximum height that 
speed bumps can be under current law; if he is considering including any consistency measures 
in his legislative programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19765/13]

30/04/2013WRGG00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While my Depart-
ment is responsible for general legislation in regard to traffic matters, it does not have a direct 
role in relation to local traffic management, including traffic calming, which is a matter for the 
relevant local authorities.  Section 38 or the Road Traffic Act 1994 empowers such authori-
ties, in the interest of the safety and convenience of road users, to provide such traffic calming 
measures as they consider desirable in respect of public roads in their charge. To support the 
provision of such traffic calming measures, a non-statutory Traffic Management Guidelines 
Manual was published in 2003 jointly by the then Department of Transport, the Department 
of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and the Dublin Transportation Office and 
distributed to each road authority setting out guidance on best practice. Guidance is given in 
Chapter 6 on traffic calming, including the types of roads on which particular types of traffic 
calming measures are appropriate. Section 13 of that Chapter deals with the specific details of 
speed ramps and other such measures. The Guidelines can be accessed from the National Trans-
port Authority website (www.nationaltransport.ie).

30/04/2013WRGG00450Sports Capital Programme Applications

30/04/2013WRGG00500603. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there will be a new round of the sports capital grant programme in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19777/13]

30/04/2013WRGG00600610. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he will 
announce a new sports capital programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19999/13]

30/04/2013WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 603 and 610 together.

No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round of the Sports Capital Programme.

30/04/2013WRGG00750Bus Éireann Services

30/04/2013WRGG00800604. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline in detail the reduction of Bus Éireann services in Kinnegad, County Westmeath; and the 
reason these services have been reduced. [19887/13]

30/04/2013WRGG00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is a matter for Bus Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to both the company and the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive replies within ten working days.

30/04/2013WRGG00950National Roads Authority Staff

30/04/2013WRGG01000605. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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number of staff in the employment of the National Roads Authority each year for the past 
ten years including the current staffing level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19908/13]

30/04/2013WRGG01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall corporate governance of the Na-
tional Roads Authority (NRA). Having regard to the information requested by the Deputy, I 
have in this instance referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my Private Office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/04/2013WRGG01150Rural Transport Services Provision

30/04/2013WRGG01200606. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will ensure that the important elements of the rural transport scheme in Longford will remain in 
place, including local co-ordinators with a community based county structure rather than a re-
gional network and door to door service; if he will further ensure that local providers will have 
the same opportunities to tender; if he will outline overall plans for the rural transport scheme 
in Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19931/13]

30/04/2013WRGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): An overall budget of €9.133 million has been allocated to the Rural Transport Pro-
gramme (RTP) for 2013, representing  a small decrease on the 2012 allocation of €9.77 million, 
at a diffcult time financially.  €76,423 of the 2013 RTP budget has been allocated to Longford 
Community Resources Ltd, the RTP in Co Longford, from January to June 2013.  A further pro-
posed allocation of €76,423 from July to December 2013 has also been made.  This brings the 
total allocation of RTP funding for Longford Community Resources Ltd to €152,846 for 2013.

I recently met with representatives of Longford Community Resources Ltd and we had a 
very useful exchange of views. I assured them that my aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring 
a more efficient delivery structure by maximising integration with other state transport services 
and by making  the programme a sustainable part of the public transport system. This is in line 
with the Programme for Government commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other 
local transport services.  To this end national responsibility for local and rural transport services 
integration, including the RTP, was assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with 
effect from 1st April 2012, putting such services in a broader transport context.  I also estab-
lished the National Integrated Rural Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising 
key stakeholders and chaired by the NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to 
implementing integrated local and rural transport.   I am well aware of the very valuable work 
done by the RTP Groups such as Longford Community Resources Ltd in identifying and deliv-
ering the transport needs of their local community.  However, given  resources are limited and 
that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, recommended or-
ganisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 35 RTP groups 
with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and structures are 
examined and revised.   The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required effi-
ciencies and savings are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources 
available services will decline.

Work has been underway over the last six months to determine the optimal structure for 
the delivery of rural transport from an efficiency and service perspective. This has involved 
consultations with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, 
the County and City Managers Association and the rural Transport Network in the context of 
aligning the new structure with the local authority structure.
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I would emphasise that no decision has been taken regarding the County Longford area or 
any other part of the country. I am awaiting proposals from the NTA when they have concluded 
their deliberations and discussions but I am hopeful that I will be in a position to recommend a 
new structure in the near future which will allow for the maximising of spend on services and 
the reduction of administration costs.  I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP 
will be based on community input, local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural 
Transport by its nature is community-based and this will remain under any new structure.

30/04/2013WRGG01350Official Engagements

30/04/2013WRGG01400607. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
Secretary General of his Department, for the purpose of transparency and accountability, will 
publish his diary on the Department’s website on a monthly basis. [19972/13]

30/04/2013WRGG01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Secretary 
General of my Department has no difficulty with the principle of making his diary accessible 
through the Department’s website. It is proposed to publish the Secretary General’s diary on-
line for a number of months on a trial basis. This initiative will then be reviewed in the light of 
whether there is any significant level of hits on the relevant page.

30/04/2013WRGG01550Semi-State Bodies Mergers

30/04/2013WRGG01600608. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prog-
ress made to date of the merger of the National Roads Authority and the Railway Procurement 
Agency; the name of the amalgamated body; when he expects the merger to be complete; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19992/13]

30/04/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government 
decided on 12th June 2012 to approve proposals for the merger of the National Roads Author-
ity (NRA) and the Railway Procurement Agency (RPA).  The General Scheme of a Bill to 
give legal effect to the merger was approved by Government on 21 February 2013. When the 
General Scheme was approved, I forwarded it to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport 
and Communications for their consideration. I am advised that the Committee have concluded 
their consideration of the matter. Following this consideration, the drafting of the Bill is now 
underway by the Office of the Parliamentary Council and it is anticipated that the Bill will be 
published later this year.

The working title of the new merged entity is the Transport Infrastructure Service. I have 
established a high-level Merger Implementation Group drawn from the Boards of both the NRA 
and the RPA. The Group is currently developing plans across a number of work-streams dealing 
with the new organisational structure, the integration of information systems,  arrangements for 
the transfer of employees and the identification of suitable premises. Good progress is being 
made and it is envisaged that the full implementation of the merger will occur upon enactment 
of the necessary legislation.

30/04/2013WRGG01750Air Services Provision

30/04/2013WRGG01800609. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on reports that airlines operating in the Irish market are profiting from what are advertised as 
taxes and charges; if he considers it appropriate that airlines are charging excess for fees levied 
on customers for taxes, Irish Aviation Authority fees, landing fees and others; the measures that 
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he will take arising out of this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19993/13]

30/04/2013WRGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Firstly, I would like 
to point out that under the EU internal market rules for aviation, airlines have complete freedom 
in setting their fares.  What comprises “taxes, fees and charges” in the context of airline travel is 
very often misconstrued.  Most elements are not, in fact, taxes imposed by the State; e.g. in the 
case of travel from Ireland the only tax imposed by the State is the Air Travel Tax which cur-
rently applies at the rate of €3 per departing passenger.  Rather, the majority of what are often 
referred to as “taxes, fees and charges” are charges imposed by the airlines themselves.  In gen-
eral,  these can include charges such as security charges, insurance surcharges, fuel surcharges  
etc.   In some cases, they may reflect charges imposed by other Government authorities or by 
airport authorities but in most cases, these charges are not payable by the airline to any other 
organisation.  If there is any evidence that various charges are being misrepresented to consum-
ers, then the National Consumer Agency has the power to investigate such claims.

Question No. 610 answered with Question No. 603.

30/04/2013WRGG02050Tourism Industry Issues

30/04/2013WRGG02100611. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if will in-
tervene and take steps to prevent the closure of Nenagh tourist information office, further to the 
decision made by Fáilte Ireland to withdraw; if his attention has been drawn to the importance 
of this office in promoting the town and surrounding area; if he will provide an assurance as to 
the future of this office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20009/13]

30/04/2013WRGG02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The management 
of the Tourist Information Office network is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. Therefore I 
have referred the Deputy’s Question to them for further information and direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

30/04/2013WRGG02250Taxi Regulations

30/04/2013WRGG02300612. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the Taxi Regulation Bill and the reason some amendments on pub-
lic safety issues were accepted; and if these can be changed at a later date (details supplied). 
[20012/13]

30/04/2013WRGG02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Section 11 of the Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 concerns an obligation on an applicant for 
or holder of an SPSV licence to inform the National Transport Authority (NTA) of any other 
occupation. The purpose of the provision is to protect the safety of passengers against the 
risks of driver fatigue in circumstances where a SPSV driver has another occupation that in-
volves driving vehicles on the road. The intention is to put in place a provision that is balanced 
and proportionate.

In conjunction with powers of the NTA provided under Section 19 of the Bill to make 
regulations concerning taxi driver’s hours, Section 11 as amended will address the core policy 
principle of passenger and road safety.

The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 is due to complete Report Stage in the Seanad in May and 
there would be further opportunity for amendments to be made to the Bill at Dail Committee 
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Stage.  I would be happy to respond further to any specific concerns that Deputy may have in 
relation to section 11 of the Bill.

30/04/2013WRGG02450Road Safety Issues

30/04/2013WRGG02500613. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos 729 of 19 June 2012 and 1137 of 16 January 2013, if he will pro-
vide an update on his engagement with the European Commission to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20158/13]

30/04/2013WRGG02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): EU Directive 
2009/40/EC requires cars to undergo a roadworthiness test when they are four years old and 
every two years thereafter.  However, Member States are permitted to test more frequently and 
an annual NCT for cars ten years and older commenced in Ireland with effect from 1 June 2011. 
Current EU legislation does not provide for a deferment of the due date for mandatory testing 
and test dates are set by reference to the date of first registration of the vehicle.

My Department sought to explore the mechanisms provided by Article 4.2. of Directive 
2009/40.  The European Commission took the view that those provisions relate to the exemp-
tion from roadworthiness testing of vehicles that are never or seldom used on public roads.  If 
Ireland wished to exempt vehicles that were only temporarily withdrawn from use on public 
roads from roadworthiness testing the Commission suggests that it might be necessary to sus-
pend registration in order to prevent use on a public road.

However, in the event that such a vehicle were returned to use, it would be subject to road-
worthiness testing appropriate to its age by reference to the date of its first registration and the 
expiry date of the certificate issued would not extend past the vehicle’s next due date.

30/04/2013WRGG02650Driving Licence Issues

30/04/2013WRGG02700614. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if any re-
strictions exist for drivers designated as having a disability in relation to size of the engine for 
either petrol or diesel engine cars. [20330/13]

30/04/2013WRGG02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There are no such 
restrictions.  People with disabilities may, depending on the nature of their disability, receive a 
‘code 100’ on their licence, which means that they are licensed to drive only in vehicles adapted 
to suit their disabilities.  An obvious example would be a case where a person is licensed to 
drive a car only if the car has hands-only controls.  However, ‘code 100’ restrictions do not 
relate to engine size.

30/04/2013WRGG02850Taxi Licences Renewals

30/04/2013WRGG02900615. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the new taxi application that has been introduced by the National Transport Authority 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20340/13]

30/04/2013WRGG03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The  taxi check smartphone App, which was introduced this year in line with Action 
32 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011, is intended primarily as a safety and security 
measure for customers to verify taxi drivers.  However, it also has benefits in terms of compli-
ance monitoring.
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The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including issues related 
to enforcement, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of 
the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009.  The NTA is also the lead agency with responsibility 
for implementation of the recommendations of the Taxi Regulation Review Report.  I have re-
ferred the details of your question to the NTA for a direct reply. Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

30/04/2013WRGG03050Taxi Regulations

30/04/2013WRGG03100616. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce a standardised car or standardised colour for taxis in the coming years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20341/13]

30/04/2013WRGG03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The introduction of taxi branding this year was in line with Action 31 of the Taxi 
Regulation Review Report 2011.  The roll-out of the taxi branding by the NTA requires that at 
the next renewal of a taxi or wheelchair accessible taxi licence the vehicle must have the semi-
permanent decal affixed to it.  The aim of the branding is to provide greater recognition of taxis, 
promote greater professionalism of the industry and to reduce the potential for unlicensed ve-
hicles to operate as taxis.

Given that there is a such a varied fleet in the Irish taxi market the introduction of a uniform 
vehicle or indeed a uniform colour would bring with it affordability considerations for those 
operating in the industry or intending to do so.  This was a factor that was taken into account by 
the Taxi Review Group in making its recommendations for taxi branding.  Once it is fully rolled 
out, the current taxi branding needs to be assessed before consideration can be given to whether 
any such further measures are necessary.


