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  Questions Nos. 1 to 28, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 29 to 108, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 109 to 116, inclusive, answered orally.

16/04/2013WRA00650Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRA00700117. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children who left care on reaching their 18th birthdays in each of the years 2010, 
2011 and 2012 and who were provided with aftercare supports; the number from each of those 
years’ exodus who remain in receipt of aftercare support; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17285/13]

16/04/2013WRA00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As of 31st De-
cember 2012, there were a total of 1,457 young people in receipt of aftercare services.  The 
HSE Children and Family Services has developed a National Policy and Procedures Document 
which sets out eligibility, assessment and service available to young people on reaching 18 
years.  A key focus is the care planning review process which identifies children as they ap-
proach 16 years and a process of assessment by the child’s social worker commences at that 
point, in conjunction with the wishes and views of the young person and their foster carer or 
residential key worker.  Each child’s strengths and need for support is assessed across a number 
of areas, including whether they will continue to live with their foster carers for a number of 
years after reaching age 18.  The assessment also looks at life skills and capacity to live inde-
pendently in the short and longer term; relationships with family, carers and significant others; 
emotional and behavioural development; health and overall well-being; identity and, very im-
portantly, educational/training requirements. 

As I have previously informed the House, data on the number of young people who left care 
on reaching their 18th birthday had not previously been collected.  I considered this unaccept-
able and at my request the HSE began to collect this data in 2012. Similar data is therefore not 
available for previous years. 

The HSE has indicated that in the reporting year 2012, 412 children in care turned 18.  At-
tention to the needs of all of these young people was paid and 300 young people were assessed 
as needing one or a combination of these specific aftercare services: remaining with foster 
carers, remaining in supported lodgings, moving to supported residential accommodation, as-
sistance in finding private accommodation, financial help with education and training opportu-
nities and the allocation of an aftercare key worker.  Only six young people of the 300 who were 
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offered an aftercare service or services said they did not wish to avail of aftercare. 

The HSE advise that of the remaining 112, some young people returned to their birth fami-
lies and wished to break off contact with the HSE while some young people remain living with 
their foster carers and they and their foster carers may decide they no longer wish to be provided 
with financial or other supports. 

However I have asked the HSE to provide me with greater information on this group of 112 
young people.

As I have previously informed the House, I am currently examining options, in association 
with the Attorney General, to strengthen the legislative provisions for young people leaving 
care to ensure that it meets the differing needs of individual young people in care on reaching 
their 18th birthday.  I recently met with experts and representatives of organisations working 
with young people in care or aftercare to discuss proposals in this regard.

16/04/2013WRA00850EU Youth Conference

16/04/2013WRA00900118. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will report on the recent EU Youth Conference; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17293/13]

16/04/2013WRA01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am delighted to 
report to the Deputy on the EU Youth Conference which was the flagship event in the Irish EU 
Presidency Youth Programme 2013. 

The European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, Ms An-
droulla Vassiliou, joined me at the opening of the Conference to hear what young people have 
to say about matters that affect them.

The Conference is the highlight of Ireland’s Youth Presidency and almost 180  young people 
and policy makers jointly discussed social inclusion challenges that impact on young people’s 
lives such as employment and social supports as well as the role of quality youth work.  

The Conference marks the culmination of consultations with 11,000 young people across 27 
EU Member States on the theme of social inclusion.  In Ireland over 200 young people partici-
pated in consultations in Cork, Dublin and Sligo as part of the process.

The Conference was organised by my Department in partnership with the National Youth 
Council of Ireland (NYCI).  It was a major opportunity to showcase the talent and innova-
tion of Ireland’s young people and the youth sector.  Almost 100 young people were involved 
in supporting the Conference.  They acted as volunteers and took on roles as guest MCs and 
speakers, and provided inputs through Arts and Drama presentations.  Over the three days some 
25 information stands showcased the work under way in youth programmes in communities 
throughout the country.

The feedback about the young people’s contribution has been very positive and the success 
of the Conference is attributable to their enthusiasm and engagement with the event.  I wish to 
pay tribute to them and thank them for their involvement. 

The Irish EU Youth Conference was the first conference within the Trio Presidencies of 
Ireland, Lithuania and Greece, highlighting the theme of the social inclusion of young people.  
Seven thematic areas drawn from the results of national consultations provided by 27 Member 
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States and 10 International Non-Governmental Organisations were explored at the Conference 
via joint workshop sessions.  The seven thematic areas identified were:

- Employment – employment leads to inclusion

- Education – inclusive education for all young people

- Participation – equal rights and equal opportunities to participate in civic life

- Welfare – access to welfare

- Support – social and youth services for young people

- Youth organisations – youth organisations and social inclusion

- Quality – assuring quality in youth work to ensure social inclusion

Young people and Ministry officials from the 27 Member States have jointly defined the 
21 conclusions arising from the Conference.  The conclusions from this Conference will be 
brought forward in the current trio cycle and will inform the Structured Dialogue components 
of the Lithuanian and Greek Presidencies, which will ultimately inform the development of a 
Council Resolution on Structured Dialogue at the end of this current Presidency Trio.  This is 
a clear and compelling example of young people’s voices and vision directly informing youth 
policy.

Further important activities under Ireland’s EU Youth Presidency Programme includes the 
Council of the EU Youth Ministers which I will chair in Brussels on 16th May and the Round 
Table Meeting on the contribution of youth work to young people’s development and prepared-
ness for employment which I will convene in Ireland on the 20th and 21st June.

Children’s Strategy

16/04/2013WRA01100119. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the chil-
dren and young people’s policy framework will be completed and published; the constituents 
of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17300/13]

16/04/2013WRA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is developing a new strategy for children and young people.  It will build on Our Children - 
Their Lives, Ireland’s first children’s strategy which was published in 2000 and it will cover the 
5-year period from 2013 to 2018.  

In keeping with my Department’s responsibilities for children and young people, the new 
Children and Young People’s Policy Framework is being developed in a holistic way which will 
comprehend the continuum of the life-course from infancy through to early and middle child-
hood, adolescence and early adulthood.  It will be the overarching Framework under which pol-
icy and services for children and young people will be developed and implemented in the State.  

The Framework will use a model in which the lives of children and young people will be 
supported by three age-cohort strategies:

National Early Year’s Strategy – focusing on the under sixes

National Children’s Strategy – focusing on all up to 18 year olds

National Youth Strategy – focuses on the age range 10/12 years up to 25 years 
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Each of the three strategies under the Framework will share a common set of principles, 
common set of themes and a common implementation structure.  

My Department undertook a public consultation in 2012 and received 1,000 submissions.  
An interim analysis of these submissions has been completed and a final report is expected by 
the end of this month.  A Children and Young People’s consultation has also been carried out 
and attracted 67,000 replies.  The output from this consultation with children and young people 
was published last year.  There have been ongoing consultations with organisations represented 
on the National Children’s Advisory Committee (NCAC).

Consultations with other Government Departments are ongoing and they are expected to be 
completed in the coming month.  Discussions with other Departments have sought to identify 
concrete responses to priorities identified by children and young people and the general public 
in areas such as:

- health and well being

- education

-  economic security and poverty

- parenting and family support

- environment

- safety

- sports and recreation and

- media, arts and culture

  All of these consultations are feeding into the development of the Framework by my De-
partment and will allow the Framework to be completed in the coming months.

I anticipate that the final draft of the Framework will be presented to Government for ap-
proval later this year.

16/04/2013WRA01250UN Convention on Children’s Rights

16/04/2013WRA01300120. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the posi-
tion regarding her already stated intent to sign, on behalf of Ireland, the third optional protocol 
to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [17273/13]

16/04/2013WRA01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The third Op-
tional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was opened for signature by 
member states in February 2012.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on 20 November 1989 and entered into force on 2 September 1990.  The UNCRC is 
the most widely ratified human rights treaty, enjoying almost universal ratification by nearly all 
Member States of the United Nations.  Ireland ratified the UNCRC in 1992. 

 I have previously stated that it was my intention to sign the Third Optional Protocol on 
behalf of Ireland as soon as possible.  My Department is currently finalising the State’s com-
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bined 3rd and 4th Reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.  When the report 
is finalised and submitted to the UN Committee, I will consult with other  Government Depart-
ments and seek the approval of the Government to the signing of the third Optional Protocol on 
behalf of Ireland.  Ratification would generally take place some time after that, once the State is 
satisfied that the necessary legislative and administrative procedures are in place to enable full 
compliance.  This matter will be assessed by my Department in consultation with the Office of 
the Attorney General and other Government Departments.

16/04/2013WRA01450Child Care Reports

16/04/2013WRA01500121. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
response to the contents of UNICEF’s report card 11 - Child well-being in rich countries insofar 
as it relates to Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17355/13]

16/04/2013WRA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I very much 
welcome the publication of the UNICEF’s Report Card 11 titled “Child well-being in rich 
countries”.  Indeed I was delighted to accept the invitation from UNICEF to launch this report 
last Wednesday.  This was an important event and it was appropriate that it took place in Dublin 
during Ireland’s EU Presidency.  The league table represents the latest available overview of 
child well-being in 29 of the world’s most advanced countries.

In providing international comparisons this report further contributes to the wealth of data 
now emerging on children’s lives and experiences.  

Five dimensions of children’s lives have been considered: material well-being; health and 
safety; education; behaviours and risks; and housing and environment.  The league table of 
child well-being is designed to measure and compare progress for children across the developed 
world.  Its purpose is to record the standards achieved by most advanced nations and to contrib-
ute to debate in all countries about how such standards can be achieved. 

I am happy to report that according to the ‘Report Card’ Ireland is now recognised as one of 
the top 10 best places in the world to be a child.

I note, in particular, the findings relating to Ireland having the highest rate of children ex-
ercising daily in the industrialised world, significant decline in children smoking and more 
modest declines in drinking and teenage pregnancies.  These international findings on smoking, 
drink and teenage pregnancies reinforce the trends highlighted in recent Irish findings published 
in the ‘State of the Nation’s Children’ Report which was I launched last month.

However, in launching the ‘Report Card’ I did express concern over that Ireland had one of 
the highest proportions of 15-19 year olds not in education, employment or training – the so-
called NEET’s cohort.  These findings justify the approach I am taking as current President of 
the EU Council of Youth Ministers in prioritising the contribution of youth work to achieving 
the goals of Europe 2020 and supporting youth employment initiatives aimed at the NEET’s 
cohort.

I also welcome the report’s focus on the importance of early intervention to child well-
being.  This is a key objective of my Department and features in our work in developing Ireland 
first ever Early Year Strategy, our investment in area-based approaches to early intervention 
and child poverty, and the ongoing development of the new Child and Family Support Agency.

I look forward to continuing to achieve further improvement in outcomes for children in 
Ireland and I would like to commend UNICEF on the publication of this report card.
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16/04/2013WRA01650Children in Care

16/04/2013WRA01700122. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will outline the progress made during the first three months of 2013 in making increased 
provision for children in special care and high support units under the Health Service Execu-
tive’s National High Support and Special Care Implementation Plan 2011-14, particularly if the 
number of children placed at Coovagh House will increase in view of the recent recommenda-
tions of the Health Information and Quality Authority in its inspection report on that unit; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16102/13]

16/04/2013WRA01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): National high 
support units offer a residential service to children and young people who are in need of spe-
cialised targeted intervention.  Special care units provide secure residential services to children 
and young people who are in need of specialised targeted intervention.  I am advised that there 
were currently 10 children placed in national high support units and 15 in special care units.

The HSE have advised me that ongoing monitoring of National High Support and Special 
Care Services indicates that capacity broadly met demand in the first 3 months of this year.  

In terms of progress made during the first three months of 2013 to increase provision in 
High Support and Special Care, the HSE has advised of the following:

- the service continues to work with a range of agencies and professionals to deliver on 
Service Improvements identified in the plan by the same name for 2011-2014.  In the first three 
months of 2013, a key development was a major consultation with relevant organisations and 
professions (Mental Health, Public Health, Education and the Gardaí) which is informing the 
development of Standard Operating Procedures, including policies and procedures for working 
with partner agencies. 

- a national inter-agency project is continuing to consider the scope for reorganising existing 
provision to ensure services meet the need of children and young people in the most effective 
way possible. 

- A significant capital development project is under way which will provide additional ca-
pacity.  

The HSE has advised me that the number of children placed in Coovagh House is capped 
at 3 to allow for appropriate testing of recent enhanced building security works.  Following 
completion of an ongoing review into capacity and demand for national services, the HSE ad-
vise that occupancy levels may increase to 4.

16/04/2013WRA01850Child Care Costs

16/04/2013WRA01900123. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
she is taking to ensure that child care costs are taken into account by the new personal insolven-
cy service; the constituents of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17301/13]

16/04/2013WRA02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald)(Deputy Frances 
Fitzgerald): I have no official responsibility to the Dáil in relation to this matter as the ques-
tion relates to Guidelines on Reasonable Standard of Living/Reasonable Living Expenses to 
be prepared and issued by the Insolvency Service of Ireland under Section 23 of the Personal 
Insolvency Act 2012.  The Insolvency Service of Ireland is independent in the exercise of its 
functions under Section 8(3)(a) of the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.
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16/04/2013WRA02050Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRA02100124. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
discussions she has had on increasing the proportion of Exchequer expenditure on children that 
is dedicated to child care services; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17303/13]

16/04/2013WRA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Programme 
for Government commits to developing early childhood care and education as resources allow, 
and the Government has made a very significant commitment to maintaining the childcare sup-
port programmes implemented by my Department.  In 2013 the total expenditure by my Depart-
ment on these support programmes is expected to be in the region of €260 million.  These pro-
grammes have been maintained and expanded despite the ongoing need to reduce Government 
expenditure.  I believe this is an investment in our country’s future prosperity.  It is recognised 
that intensive and targeted early childhood services have the potential to significantly enhance 
the life chances of many children.  Investment in early childhood care and education benefits 
not only the individual child but also the wider economy.  I believe there is significant inter-
national evidence of the benefits for children’s outcomes of the provision of quality education 
and childcare in the earliest years.  Childcare services also make an important economic con-
tribution through direct employment of staff in service delivery and through support for labour 
participation on the part of working parents. 

The Early Years Strategy, which is currently being developed by my Department, will be 
Ireland’s first ever national strategy for early years.  It is expected that it will cover a range of 
issues affecting children in their first years of life such as health, including physical and mental 
development, vaccination programmes and population health issues such as nutrition and ex-
ercise, as well as parenting and family support, learning and development, play and recreation 
and early childhood care and education, including literacy and numeracy.

The Strategy will bring together and consider a significant amount of international and 
domestic research on the importance of early years for child development, including findings 
from the ‘Growing up in Ireland’ study.  It will also be informed by the evaluations from the 
Prevention and Early Interventions Projects which have been funded jointly by my Department 
and philanthropic organisations.  The Government has committed an additional €4.5 million to 
a new Area Based Response to Child Poverty which will build upon and extend the learning 
from the Prevention and Early Intervention initiative.

As part of Budget 2013, I announced with my colleague the Minister for Social Protection, 
a joint school age childcare initiative which will provide further additional support to both the 
community and private childcare sector.  This initiative, which represents a full year invest-
ment of €14 million, will provide important support to parents in low income families wishing 
to take up employment, along with ensuring that quality after-school care is in place to support 
children’s development.   

As shown by these developments the government is prioritising childcare and other early 
years services through the continuation and further increase in the resources devoted to such 
evidence based responses.

16/04/2013WRA02250Youth Services

16/04/2013WRA02300125. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the full impact of her recent funding cuts to youth projects via the 
City of Dublin Youth Services Board; if she accepts that she needs to reverse the cuts and in-
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crease funding to these struggling youth services in Dublin and throughout the country (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17280/13]

16/04/2013WRA02400160. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
her attention has been drawn to the impact of funding cuts to youth services under the aegis of 
the City of Dublin Youth Services Board; her plans to restore these supports, especially to the 
most disadvantaged communities across the city; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [17272/13]

16/04/2013WRA02500166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
list the funding allocations for each of the past five years for each funded youth project in the 
city of Dublin and throughout the State; her plans to secure additional funding for these proj-
ects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17281/13]

16/04/2013WRA02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 125, 160 and 166 together.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes 
and supports to the youth sector.  Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the 
provision of youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including 
those from disadvantaged communities.  Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised 
and at risk young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Proj-
ects. These funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 
young people and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in 
youth work services and communities throughout the country.  Notwithstanding the tremendous 
contribution of youth services, like all publicly funded services at this time, there is a challenge 
to find ways of maintaining and promoting outcomes at a time of reduced availability of exche-
quer funding.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m.  Having regard to these savings requirements my Department has tried 
to be as equitable as possible in the determination process for the allocations, and to have 
particular regard to the protection of front line youth services, particularly those for the most 
vulnerable young people. 

In considering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are 
being asked to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads in order to 
maintain services for young people.  I have met with many youth organisations and groups to 
try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of these necessary savings.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and this report is expected later this year.  It is anticipated that this 
report will inform the provision of funding for youth programmes and services into the future.  
In addition my Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later 
this year.  The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services 
and activities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments 
and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding 
available to support services for young people in future years. 

I have requested the Youth Affairs Unit of my Department to forward details of the fund-
ing allocations for each of the past five years for each funded youth project in Dublin City and 
throughout the country as requested  by the Deputy. 
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Bullying of Children

16/04/2013WRB00200126. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the role her 
Department will play in the action plan on bullying; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17367/13]

16/04/2013WRB00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As Minister for 
Children & Youth Affairs, I am committed to working with colleagues in Government to ensure 
that integrated policy responses to combat bullying are high on our agenda.

Recent research confirms the scale and  impact bullying has on our young people.

- My Department’s ‘Growing Up in Ireland’ study has found that over 24% of 9 to 17 year 
olds have reported been bullied.

- UNICEF’s recently published “Child Well being in Rich countries” (Report Card 11) high-
lighted a rise in bullying among Irish young people, the report stated that 28% of children in 
Ireland aged 11, 13 and 15 reported “being bullied at school at least once in the past couple of 
months.” Ireland is only one of five countries detailed in the report to show a rise in bullying.

- Research commissioned by the GLEN (Gay & Lesbian Equality Network) & BeLonG 
To on the experiences of young LGBT people in Irish schools has found that 58% reported the 
existence of homophobic bullying in their schools.

My Department will continue to support research on bullying and hold consultations with 
young people to promote further research in this area. 

Last January Minister Quinn and I launched the Action Plan on Bullying.  This is the first 
plan of its kind and aims to address the serious impact of bullying on our children and young 
people. The publication of this plan is an important step in the Government’s absolute commit-
ment to working with a broad base of interests to protect children and ensuring a safer child-
hood.  To successfully tackle the underlying causes of bullying behaviour we must ensure all 
relevant policies and services are fully engaged with this agenda; it cannot be regarded as a 
standalone issue.

Although schools have a lead role in tackling bullying the plan recognises the need to have 
a broader approach recognising that bullying is no longer limited to classrooms.  This means 
making sure that wherever young people are, they are protected by safety guidelines.  It means 
making sure that wherever young people are, they are supported by an anti-bullying ethos and 
an Anti Bullying Framework. 

In line with the Action Plan, the development of the Anti Bullying Framework is being 
prioritised in the context the new whole-of-government Children and Young People’s Policy 
Framework.  This work is being led by my Department with a view to publication later this year.

 The Action Plan itself provides for a number of awareness raising measures including the 
development of an anti-bullying website to provide a single point of access to practical advice 
and support in tackling and reporting bullying behaviours.  I am advised that preliminary scop-
ing work is under way in the Department of Education and Skills towards this development.  

My Department is also working to place the Children First Guidelines on a statutory footing.  
Within this process we will explore any additional clarifications that may be required to assist 
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schools in their response to bullying. 

In recognising the lead role of schools in tackling bullying and their need for support and 
guidance, the National Education Welfare Board, which now comes under my Department’s re-
mit, has issued guidelines requiring each school to have policies to prevent or address bullying 
and schools must make clear in their code of behaviour that bullying is unacceptable.  

Compliance by schools with this requirement is inspected by Department of Education In-
spectorate during Whole School Evaluations.

In conclusion, my Department is committed to the fight against bullying and we will work 
with other Departments, childcare services, education welfare services and the youth sector to 
raise awareness about bullying, its impact on children and young people and the measures to 
be taken to tackle prejudice, combat bullying and promote a safer environment for our young 
people.

Children in Care

16/04/2013WRB00400127. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if all chil-
dren in care now have a care plan; if not, the number of the total who do not; the reason for 
same; if every child in care now has a social worker; if not, the number of the total who do not; 
the reason for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17284/13]

16/04/2013WRB00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald)(Deputy Frances 
Fitzgerald): The HSE compiles monthly performance reports which include statistics in rela-
tion to children in care.  These reports are published on the HSE website. The latest published 
report shows that there were 6,353 children in the care of the HSE in January 2013. 87.3% 
(5,549) of these children had a written care plan and 12.7% (804) did not, while 91.6% (5,810) 
of children had an allocated social worker and 8.4% (543) did not.

The HSE has stated that it is their policy to ensure that all children in care have a Care Plan 
and that the Care Plan is reviewed as required by the Child Care Regulations.  The HSE has 
advised me that day to day exigencies of service provision, such as staff absence due to annual, 
maternity and sick leave, can impact on services.  The HSE further advised that there may be 
circumstances in which local decisions are made in regard to work planning within the context 
of service priorities, such as child protection workloads within an area or staff availability.  In 
these circumstances, it may be determined that a ‘child in care review’ can be deferred for a 
short period.  Such a decision will be made on the basis of risk assessment and would apply 
to particularly stable care placements.  Special Care, High Support, Residential care and short 
term foster care are all prioritised for an allocated social worker.  Ongoing provision of social 
work to children and foster families is ensured in these circumstances.

The HSE has also advised that where there are immediate operational difficulties in assign-
ing one social worker to a child, social workers are assigned based on a needs assessment and 
prioritisation.  Some of these cases can relate to children in very stable fostering placements, 
provided, perhaps, by a relative.  Where a social worker is not assigned for a period, practice 
has been to support foster placements through the regular social work duty system where the 
child can contact the social worker on duty.  It is also important to note that cases are subject to 
ongoing review and, where appropriate, the level and nature of the support being provided to 
foster carers and children in care will change depending on the needs of the child.

In relation to the recruitment of social workers, the HSE has advised me that as of 15th 
April, there are currently 123 vacant posts being filled.  Of this number, 27 posts are completed 
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and candidates have commenced in post while 8 candidates are due to start in April/May 2013.  
A further 39 candidates have accepted posts and are currently agreeing start dates.  In addition, 
49 posts are at an early stage of the process overseen by the National Recruitment Service.

Youth Homelessness Strategy

16/04/2013WRB00600128. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the re-
views undertaken by the Centre for Effective Services of the 2001 youth homelessness strategy 
has concluded; if she has received a report and recommendations from the Centre for Effective 
Services in this regard; and if she will publish its findings.  [17276/13]

16/04/2013WRB00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald)(Deputy Frances 
Fitzgerald): My Department has engaged the Centre for Effective Services (CES) to undertake 
a high level review of the implementation of the 2001 Youth Homelessness Strategy. 

The purpose of the review is to establish the extent that the strategy has been successful, to 
identify blockages and challenges to its implementation in respect of any outstanding actions 
and to make recommendations for future action.  Consultations were held with the relevant 
service providers, non-Government agencies and young people as part of this process. This 
review will inform the development of a framework to address ongoing problems identified for 
children out of home over the next five years.

The review is at a very advanced stage of completion. It is my intention to publish the re-
port, in full, in the coming weeks.

Children’s Strategy

16/04/2013WRB00800129. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
include specific commitments to Traveller children in the national children and young people’s 
policy framework, due to be published mid-2013; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [17307/13]

16/04/2013WRB00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is developing a new strategy for children and young people.  It will build on Our Children - 
Their Lives, Ireland’s first children’s strategy which was published in 2000 and it will cover the 
5-year period from 2013 to 2018.  

In keeping with my Department’s responsibilities for children and young people, the new 
Children and Young People’s Policy Framework is being developed in a holistic way which will 
comprehend the continuum of the life-course from infancy through to early and middle child-
hood, adolescence and early adulthood.  It will be the overarching Framework under which pol-
icy and services for children and young people will be developed and implemented in the State.  

The Framework will address the broad issues of child deprivation and the social inclusion of 
marginal groups including members of the Traveller Community, children in immigrant fami-
lies and children with special needs.  

I anticipate that the final draft of the Framework will be presented to Government for ap-
proval by the middle of the year.

Preschool Services
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16/04/2013WRB01000130. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will examine the operation of the ECCE scheme which allows payment for three hours a day 
in respect of tuition but nothing for planning the practical detail and implementation of the cur-
riculum for the children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16018/13]

16/04/2013WRB01100132. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will consider re-instating the choice for parents of extending the ECCE scheme to 50 weeks; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16019/13]

16/04/2013WRB01200144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way she 
is helping children with special needs access crèche and preschool care; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17288/13]

16/04/2013WRB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 130, 132 and 144 together.

The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme was introduced in January 
2010 and provides for one free pre-school year for all eligible children in the year before com-
mencing primary school.  The Government has made a very significant commitment in main-
taining the pre-school year on a universal and free basis despite the current budgetary situation.  
The universal nature of this programme is critical for childhood development by providing 
every child with early learning and preparation for school. 

The objective of the ECCE programme is to make early learning in a formal setting avail-
able to eligible children in the year before they commence primary school.  Services participat-
ing in the programme are required to promote age-appropriate activities and programmes.  The 
payment made to a service is for the provision of services, including preparatory and supportive 
work such as engagement with parents, training and organisation.

Issues relating to workforce development, curricular support and capitation will be consid-
ered as part of Ireland’s first-ever Early Years strategy, work on which is at an advanced stage.

When the ECCE programme was introduced in January 2010, a number of transitional mea-
sures were included to make it more acceptable to the childcare sector.  One of these measures 
related to the number of weeks over which the free pre-school year could be provided.  At that 
time, approximately 30% of children in the relevant age-cohort were in full daycare.  Therefore, 
in order to facilitate full daycare services in the early years of the programme, services were 
permitted to choose between providing a 38 week or a 50 week model.

I should emphasise that the ECCE programme is designed as an educational programme for 
children.  It was always intended, once the programme had bedded-down, to introduce a stan-
dard 38 week model.  This is primarily because this is the optimal model in terms of ensuring a 
high-quality early years experience for pre-school children.  The Síolta and Aistear frameworks 
were developed to support this objective.  The ECCE programme is designed to be delivered 
across 38 weeks.  It is difficult to see how the curriculum can be delivered across a 50 week 
period when the children spend less time (generally 2 hours 15 minutes per day) availing of it.

My focus is on improving the quality of childcare services.  For this reason, therefore, ser-
vices participating in the ECCE programme are now required to provide the programme on the 
basis of 3 hours per day, 5 days per week, over 38 weeks.  It is not mandatory that children at-
tend every day but, where they do not, the capitation fee is reduced accordingly.   

The change to the 38 week model only was introduced in September 2012 and all partici-
pating services have successfully made the transition to the new arrangement.  There are no 
proposals to re-introduce the 50 week model.
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The ECCE programme includes a number of additional provisions to take account of chil-
dren with special needs.  These include an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification 
under the programme where a child is developmentally delayed and would benefit from starting 
primary school at a later age.  In addition, children with special needs can apply to have the pre-
school year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme for 
2 days a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in the second year.  Application for these 
exemptions must be made prior to the child commencing the programme.

My Department is currently having discussions with the Department of Health and the De-
partment of Education and Skills with a view to providing a more integrated approach to the 
delivery of pre-school care and education services to children with disabilities.

Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRB01400131. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a progress report on the new after-school child care scheme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17358/13]

16/04/2013WRB01500148. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide a progress report on preparations for the roll-out of the new school age child care 
scheme, announced in budget 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17278/13]

16/04/2013WRB01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 131 and 148 together.

As part of Budget 2013 I, together with my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection, 
was pleased to announce a new School Age Childcare initiative which will be targeted at low-
income parents availing of employment opportunities.

The initiative is expected to receive full year funding of €14 million to provide over 6,000 
after-school places for children attending primary school in order to support parents to take up 
employment.  Lack of access to affordable, quality childcare is a significant barrier to many low 
income and disadvantaged families seeking to avail of work opportunities. 

This initiative will provide an important support measure to enable parents to avail of job 
opportunities.  This is in line with the Government’s overall strategy to support parents of 
low income families to take up employment and demonstrates how Departments are working 
together to deliver the Government’s agenda on promoting employment and supporting chil-
dren’s development.

The School Age Childcare programme will further augment my Department’s programme 
of childcare supports for low income families.  These include the Community Childcare Sub-
vention (CCS) and the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programmes, both 
of which provide subsidised childcare for low income parents, including qualifying parents 
who are on approved VEC and FÁS education and training courses.  In 2013, my Department 
expects to spend over €70 million on the CCS and CETS programmes, supporting over 30,000 
childcare places.

Eligibility for the new School Age Childcare programme is a matter for the Department of 
Social Protection (DSP).  Officials from the DSP and my Department are continuing to liaise 
and are currently considering the operational details of the programme.  As is the case with the 
CETS scheme, the new programme is expected to be open to both community and commercial 
childcare providers across the State.  Preparations are under way for the introduction of a pilot 
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project which is expected to be launched shortly and which will assist both Departments in de-
termining the procedures necessary for the full roll-out of the programme in September 2013.  
Further information will be made available as the work progresses. 

Child Care Costs

16/04/2013WRB01700133. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the addi-
tional steps she will to take to address the availability and affordability of regulated child care 
services; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17260/13]

16/04/2013WRB01800135. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the propos-
als she has to improve the level of child care and early education cost supports, particularly for 
parents on low to middle incomes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17269/13]

16/04/2013WRB01900139. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in view of 
her statement that the increased population figures strengthen the need for a much sharper fo-
cus in Ireland on early intervention and early year’s services with a view to improving children 
outcomes and future prospects, the actions she is taking to boost intervention and services; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17291/13]

16/04/2013WRB02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 133, 135 and 139 together.

My Department is currently developing a new Children and Young People’s Policy Frame-
work which will set out high-level goals for both my own and other Departments for the next 
five years.  The Policy Framework is expected to be published in mid 2013 and will build on 
Our Children - Their Lives, Ireland’s first Children’s Strategy which was published in 2000.  
This is relevant to the National Early Years Strategy as the Strategy is one of three, more de-
tailed strategies which will be developed under the Framework. 

The Early Years Strategy, which will be Ireland’s first ever national strategy for early years, 
is already under development and is expected to be completed and published later this year.  It 
is expected that it will cover a range of issues affecting children in their first years of life such 
as health, including physical and mental development, vaccination programmes and population 
health issues such as nutrition and exercise, as well as parenting and family support, learning 
and development, play and recreation and early childhood care and education, including lit-
eracy and numeracy.

The Strategy will bring together and consider a significant amount of international and do-
mestic research on the importance of early years for child development, including findings from 
the ‘Growing up in Ireland’ study.  It will also be informed by the evaluations from the Preven-
tion and Early Interventions Projects which have been funded jointly by my Department and 
philanthropic organisations, as well as an analysis of existing service provision and associated 
resources.  The major programme of institutional change which is currently under way, includ-
ing the establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency, will also be taken into account.

The results of a public consultation, undertaken as part of the development of the Children 
and Young People’s Policy Framework, is currently being analysed and will inform both the 
Framework and the Early Years Strategy.   A further, focused consultation with key stakeholders 
in relation to the Early Years Strategy, is also proposed.

My Department continues to provide significant  support to parents to assist them with the 
cost of childcare.  This support is provided through the provision of two targeted childcare sup-
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port programmes - the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme and the Childcare 
Education and Training Support (CETS) programme - and the universal Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) programme.  

The CCS programme provides funding to community-based childcare services to enable 
them to provide childcare at reduced rates to parents in receipt of social welfare payments or 
on low incomes. 

The CETS programme provides €145 towards the weekly cost of full time childcare places 
to participating childcare services for trainees and students who are deemed qualified by FÁS 
or the VEC.  Students on part-time courses are funded on a pro rata basis.    

The ECCE programme provides one free  pre-school year to all eligible children in the year 
before commencing primary school.  Children aged between 3 years 2 months and 4 years 6 
months at 1 September in the relevant year qualify for a maximum of 15 hours per week free 
pre-school provision over a 38 week period.  This is a universal programme to which all chil-
dren have access.

You may also be aware that, as part of Budget 2013, I announced with my colleague, the 
Minister for Social Protection, a joint school age childcare initiative.  This initiative, which rep-
resents an annual full year investment of €14 million, will provide important support to parents 
in low income families wishing to take up employment, along with ensuring that quality after-
school care is in place to support children’s development.  

In 2013, the total expenditure by my Department on these support programmes is expected 
to be in the region of  €260 million.  These programmes have been maintained and expanded 
despite the ongoing need to reduce Government expenditure and they represent a significant 
investment in supporting parents with the cost of childcare.    

Official Engagements

16/04/2013WRB02100134. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on her visit to India; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16012/13]

16/04/2013WRB02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): On March 14th 
I lead a delegation to India which included Dr G Shannon, Chair of the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland and a Departmental Official.  The visit, which was in conjunction with representing the 
Irish Government at official functions in India for St Patrick’s Day, afforded me the opportunity 
to assess the position in relation to inter country adoption in India. 

During the visit myself and members of the delegation, accompanied by the Irish Ambas-
sador to India,  spoke with senior Ministers from the Indian Government with responsibility 
for child welfare, including adoption, and with  Government officials and agencies involved in 
areas related to child welfare.  These included a very constructive meeting Dr Pati, head of the 
Indian state adoption agency, CARA.  I visited the Palna Orphanage from which a number of 
Indian children have been adopted by Irish families. 

These meetings afforded me the opportunity to clarify issues in relation to inter country 
adoption between Ireland and India and the requirements of the Indian authorities in that regard.  
I was advised that, while India has placed a moratorium on standard inter country adoption, 
registration is now open with CARA for special needs cases; this includes children with intel-
lectual or physical disabilities, siblings including twins, and over 5s.  The issue of the Indian 
authorities’ acceptance of an Irish accredited agency was also discussed and the Indian authori-
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ties were positively disposed in this matter.  It was explained that Indian currently operates inter 
country adoption with other Hague countries without the need for any specific administrative 
agreements of the type envisaged in Article 72 of the Adoption Act 2010. 

My engagement with the officials in India gave me an insight into the changing patterns in 
inter country adoption especially in relation to the rise in domestic adoption and the efforts be-
ing made by the Indian authorities to develop and maintain adoption procedures in the Indian 
sub-continent. 

I intend to meet with the Indian Adoption Group shortly to update them on my visit. 

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 133.

Child Protection Services

16/04/2013WRB02400136. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the number of children whose emergency out-of-hours needs were addressed through the crisis 
intervention service and the emergency place of safety service throughout 2012; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17274/13]

16/04/2013WRB02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): At present the 
Health Service Executive provides out-of-hours emergency services for children at risk in the 
greater Dublin area through the Crisis Intervention Service (CIS), and outside the greater Dublin 
area through the Emergency Place of Safety Service (EPSS).  The Crisis Intervention Service 
provides out-of-hours emergency social work assistance to young people aged under 18 years.  
The service operates across the greater Dublin area (Counties Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow). 
Referrals are made by service providers outside of normal working hours i.e. Gardaí, hospital 
and ambulance service personnel.  The Emergency Place of Safety Service, operates outside the 
greater Dublin area, whereby Gardaí can access an emergency placement for children found to 
be at risk out-of-hours.  This service involves the placement of a child in a family setting until 
the next working day, when the local social work service assumes responsibility for the case.  
As part of this service Gardaí have access to advice and information from a non-HSE social 
work off-site resource which is provided on a contract basis.

The latest available information from the HSE indicates that 494 referrals were made to the 
CIS and EPSS up to the end of Quarter 3 2012. End year data is currently being validated.

Legislative Programme

16/04/2013WRB02600137. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs having 
published the heads of the Children First Bill more than 12 months ago, when she expects to 
be in a position to instruct the drafting of the new legislation to underpin the Children First na-
tional guidelines; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17270/13]

16/04/2013WRB02700143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
statutory footing will be provided for Children First guidelines; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17366/13]

16/04/2013WRB02800156. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she con-
siders that children’s rights to safety and protection would be compromised if childminders, 
who provide the majority of child care places, are not named as required to report concerns 
under the forthcoming Children First Bill, particularly as childminder adviser posts throughout 
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the country have been withdrawn by the Health Service Executive.  [17365/13]

16/04/2013WRB02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 137, 143 and 156 together.

The Deputy will be aware that I published the Draft Heads and General Scheme for the 
Children First Bill 2012 on the 25th of April 2012 and immediately referred the Heads of Bill 
to the Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children for consideration and advice.  The Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children published their report in July 2012.

As part of the Joint Committees consultation process a number of submissions were re-
ceived.  Overall there was a welcome that the legislation would increase the focus on child pro-
tection.  The contributions in the main came from organisations already implementing Children 
First. 

 Submissions were not all in agreement and many points emerging needed to be considered 
and reconciled.  This involves consideration of policy and operational issues, including those 
pertaining to childminders, as well as the best legal approach to achieving Children First objec-
tives.  In this regard, officials within my Department have consulted with a number of organi-
sations and individuals and I recently met with a number of key stakeholders to discuss the 
complex issues that have arisen.  I have also taken the opportunity to consult with a number of 
experts in relation to the development of the policy in this area. These discussions will inform 
the preparation of enhanced policy proposals that is currently underway.  

The framework is now focused on the safety and protection of children generally; the provi-
sion of safe services for children; co-operation amongst professionals and organisations where 
children are at risk of neglect and abuse and finally mandating key individuals to report child 
abuse known to them.  The latter objective is aimed at removing ambivalence, reluctance or 
refusal by people and organisations in positions of trust and authority to report child abuse and 
cooperate with the relevant authorities. 

A further reason for reviewing the policy is to ensure that the related and relevant legisla-
tion will be compatible with and will complement the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act and the Criminal Justice (Withholding Information on Crimes Against 
Children and Intellectually Disabled Persons) Act. 

It is my intention to submit further proposals to Government as soon as possible with a view 
to the drafting of the Children First Bill as a priority.

Preschool Services

16/04/2013WRB03000138. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide Dáil Éireann with details regarding the extension of the free preschool year; if a 
cost analysis of such a proposal has been completed, if she will provide this to Dáil Éireann on 
the record; if not, if she will commit that such an analysis will take place; if she will provide a 
timeline to Dáil Éireann on the length of time it would take to roll out such an additional free 
preschool year; and her plans for same..  [16015/13]

16/04/2013WRB03050145. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to introduce a second free preschool year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[17299/13]

16/04/2013WRB03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald)(Deputy Frances 
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Fitzgerald): I propose to take Questions Nos. 138 and 145 together.

The free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme was 
introduced in January 2010 and provides a free pre-school year to all eligible children in the 
year before commencing primary school.  In line with the Programme for Government, my 
Department has made a significant commitment to maintaining this universal programme.  It 
is expected that the programme this year will cost up to €175 million when all of the costs are 
taken into account.

No specific cost analysis has been commissioned in relation to the provision of a second 
free pre-school year.  However, it is estimated that the additional costs of providing a second 
year would be similar to the costs incurred in providing the one year free pre-school provision.  
In the region of 65,000 children, that is approximately 95% of children who are eligible, have 
availed of the free pre-school provision each full year since the introduction of the programme.  
It is not anticipated that the participation rate in a second pre-school year would be as high as 
that currently experienced and on this basis it is estimated that the cost of the second year would 
be in the region of  €150m to €175m.

While I am aware of the need to further develop the early childhood care and education sec-
tor the requirement for considerable additional funding in a time of financial constraints means 
that it is not possible to expand the programme at this time.  I am very conscious that work is 
continuing on improvement of quality within the pre-school year.  All of the available evidence 
indicates that the quality of the provision is key to good outcomes for children.  In particular, 
I would like to see further progress in workforce development within the sector given the de-
mands which expansion would place on the current pool of trained staff.

Future developments relating to early years care and education are being considered in the 
context of the National Early Years Strategy for children aged from birth to six  years, which is 
being developed by my Department and expected to be completed later this year.

Question No. 139 answered with Question No. 133.

Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 114.

Children’s Strategy

16/04/2013WRC00200141. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
cross-departmental consultations on the proposed new children and young people’s policy 
framework have concluded as anticipated by end of March, 2013; if the analysis of the public 
consultation is nearing completion; her now anticipated time-frame for the publication of the 
new policy framework; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17275/13]

16/04/2013WRC00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is developing a new strategy for children and young people. It will build on Our Children - 
Their Lives, Ireland’s first children’s strategy which was published in 2000 and it will cover the 
5-year period from 2013 to 2018.  

In keeping with my Department’s responsibilities for children and young people, the new 
Children and Young People’s Policy Framework is being developed in a holistic way which will 
comprehend the continuum of the life-course from infancy through to early and middle child-
hood, adolescence and early adulthood.  It will be the overarching Framework under which pol-
icy and services for children and young people will be developed and implemented in the State.  
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In relation to the analysis of the public consultation carried out in 2012, the responses to 
this are being analysed at present, and an interim analysis was delivered to my Department last 
month, and a final report is expected by the end of this month.  This analysis will inform the 
final draft of the Framework, in conjunction with other consultations, such as the Children and 
Young People’s consultation carried out in 2011 and consultations with organisations repre-
sented on the National Children’s Advisory Committee (NCAC).

Consultations with other Government Departments are ongoing and they are expected to 
be completed in the coming month, around the same time as the above processes, allowing the 
Framework  to be drafted in the context of the most complete consultation practicable.

I anticipate that the final draft of the Framework will be presented to Government for ap-
proval by the middle of this year.

16/04/2013WRC00350Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRC00400142. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on the progress made towards the introduction of a statutory right to after care for all 
young adults leaving the care system who seek and require continuing support; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17265/13]

16/04/2013WRC00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Deputy will 
be aware that I am currently examining options, in association with the Attorney General, to 
strengthen legislation regarding the provision of aftercare. I have recently held round-table 
discussions with HSE, service providers, advocates and the voluntary sector in relation to the 
recent improvements in aftercare service delivery and the proposed legislative change.  My of-
ficials have met with their  counterparts in Northern Ireland to  discuss the nature and impact 
of the strengthening of aftercare legislatively in Northern Ireland and issues to do with service 
provision. The Deputy will be aware that I had previously indicated that I would ideally like 
to bring forward legislative amendments in the legislation to establish the Child and Family 
Agency, and this remains my focus.

The HSE Children and Family Services has developed a National Policy and Procedures 
Document which sets out eligibility, assessment and service available to young people on reach-
ing 18 years and a  National Implementation Group has been established   to oversee the prog-
ress and challenges in improving services and outcomes for young people leaving care.  The 
Group is comprised of representatives of funded services providers such as Focus Ireland and 
other advocacy organisations, as well as representatives of foster carers and other groups.  They 
have found  an  increasingly systematic approach across the country  to young people around 
age sixteen being identified through the care planning review process and a   standardised af-
tercare planning template. This   approach is helping the early identification of young people 
with special needs, such as learning disabilities, and has led to good examples of inter-agency 
working.   There have also been some improvements in the data available although more work 
is required in this area and in rolling out   fully standardised financial allowances.  

The HSE’s annual spend on aftercare in 2012 was €17 million. There are currently 45 dedi-
cated aftercare workers in the HSE additionally  the HSE commissions aftercare services, resi-
dential and support in the community,  from Focus Ireland, Don Bosco and Cross Care across 
the country.  The HSE have advised me  that  approximately 500 young people reach the age 
of 18 in care every year, with 412 young people in care reaching their 18th birthday in 2012.

At the end of December 2012: 639 young people over the age of 18 years were supported 
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financially to remain living with their foster carers. These young people  did not have to face 
the transition of leaving their foster carers at age 18 and for many, in addition to having access 
to an after care worker,  they received their key support from their foster carers.  110 young 
people were living in supported living arrangements and had an aftercare key worker. There 
were 384 young people over 21 receiving some aspect of aftercare support the remaining 1073 
were between 18 and 21.  599 of the total number  were in full time education and a further  656  
were in some form of education and training.

Given the particular difficulties of some young people in areas of mental health and disabil-
ity, the aftercare policy has a strong multi-agency dimension.  the Aftercare  Implementation 
Group is developing protocols with Social Inclusion, Disability Services, Mental Health Ser-
vices and Primary Care and the Department of the Environment regarding housing  to support 
this approach A protocol has been signed with the Irish Youth Justice Service which covers joint 
working arrangements for young people in Detention Schools. 

Clearly, there have been improvements in the delivery of an aftercare service but more work 
remains to be done.  My officials will continue to engage with the HSE to ensure that the ser-
vice is addressing the needs of these vulnerable young people and the information provided will 
inform the policy development being undertaken to underpin aftercare in legislation.

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 137.

  Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 130.

  Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 138.

16/04/2013WRC00850Child Protection Issues

16/04/2013WRC00900146. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
she has taken to date to address ongoing concerns regarding child protection and welfare for 
children living in the direct provision system, as highlighted by the 2012 Irish Refugee Council 
report State sanctioned child poverty and exclusion; if she is working with the Department of 
Justice and Equality to review the existing child protection safeguards in direct provision cen-
tres; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17308/13]

16/04/2013WRC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In the first in-
stance, I would like to clarify that the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) is a functional 
unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), a division of the Department of 
Justice and Equality.  RIA is charged with providing accommodation and ancillary services to 
asylum seekers, that is, adults and their children, under the Direct Provision system while their 
applications for asylum are processed.  I am advised that Direct Provision centres are monitored 
three times a year, twice by Department of Justice staff and once by an external company.  

The revised Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 
was published in July, 2011. The Guidance deals with the recognition, reporting and manage-
ment of child welfare and safety concerns.  It sets out a number of key messages relating to the 
duty to protect children and support their welfare.  The scope of Children First extends beyond 
the reporting of suspected neglect,  abuse and welfare concerns.  It emphasises the importance 
of multi disciplinary, inter-agency working in the management of such concerns.  Key to this is 
the sharing of information between agencies and disciplines in the best interests of children and 
the need for full co-operation to ensure better outcomes. 

The HSE has advised me that concerns about the welfare, safety or well-being of a children 
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in Direct Provision are reported to the HSE Children and Family Services, in line with Children 
First. Referrals include welfare concerns such as a parent being hospitalised, parental illness, a 
child being left unsupervised by an adult or mental health concerns regarding the parent, while 
a smaller number would relate to child protection concerns.  

There is a specific unit within RIA -the Child and Family Services Unit - whose role is to 
manage, deliver, co-ordinate, monitor and plan all matters relating to child and family services 
for all asylum seekers residing in the direct provision system. This unit also links, where neces-
sary, directly with an Garda Síochána.

I would like to assure the Deputy that I have had ongoing contact with my colleague, the 
Minister for Justice and Law Reform and that senior officials within my Department have been 
engaging with the HSE, all to ensure that children who residing in Direct Provision are afforded 
the same levels of welfare and protection that their counterparts in the wider community are 
afforded.

16/04/2013WRC01050Youth Services

16/04/2013WRC01100147. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the basis 
for the budgetary cuts to youth services; and if she will provide an undertaking to minimise the 
impact of these on front-line services, and to protect services in the most disadvantaged areas. 
[16020/13]

16/04/2013WRC01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people 
and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work ser-
vices and communities throughout the country.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available for 
the provision of youth services. Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determi-
nation process for the allocations, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most 
vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary 
reductions in funding. 

My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In consid-
ering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked 
to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the front line youth services for young people. I have met with many youth 
organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of 
these necessary savings.

A comprehensive Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding has been com-
menced in my Department and this report is expected later this year.  It is anticipated that this 
report will inform the provision of funding for youth programmes/services going into the future. 
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In addition my Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication 
later this year. The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth 
services and activities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government depart-
ments and youth sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State 
funding available to support services for young people in future years.

  Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 131.

16/04/2013WRC01350Youth Services

16/04/2013WRC01400149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
proposals over the next three years for the provision of support services for the youth with 
particular reference to the need to address such issues as cyber or other forms of bullying and 
intimidation; if she has received any submissions in this regard; if she expects to be in a position 
to set out primary guidelines; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17259/13]

16/04/2013WRC01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding of 
€53.173m, including €1.75 for a new capital funding programme, has been provided to my De-
partment in 2013 for the provision of youth services and programmes to young people through-
out the country through a number of schemes.

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects for Youth 
Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug Task 
Force projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and 
Youth Information Centres. This funding supports the delivery of a range of youth work pro-
grammes and services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, 
by the voluntary youth sector. There are some 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and over 
40,000 volunteers involved in the provision of services and activities for young people. 

Each year over 380,000 young people participate in youth services which provide youth 
work and non formal learning in its many programmes and activities; recreational, sporting, 
learning, volunteering and personal development.  These programmes offer young people op-
portunities to acquire new competences and skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, 
resilience,  motivation, creativity and leadership. These are core and transferable life skills; the 
21st   century skills that are so important to equip young people for the challenges in today’s 
world.  

There is a growing recognition in Ireland and across Europe of the significance of youth 
work in promoting young people’s development, health and well-being, enhancing their partici-
pation in education, training and employment and the potential youth work has, as part of wider 
strategies to respond to the challenges that arise.

The role of research and consultations with youth sector interests and the young people 
themselves are central elements in my Department’s approach to the formulation of the youth 
policy services that are responsive to young peoples needs.   My Department has commissioned 
a review of international best practice in the field of youth work to advance our understanding 
of the impact of youth services in the lives of children and young people. The study will inform 
a new Youth Policy Framework which is planned by my Department for later this year. The 
findings of the Growing Up In Ireland Study of my Department and other studies including 
EU studies have been significant in relation to providing information about children and young 
peoples experience of bullying and its impact on them. 

The Action Plan on Bullying - produced by cross-sectoral working group on which my De-
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partment and the youth services were represented,  contains a range of evidence based actions 
to support parents, young people, schools and community interests, in tackling this issue which 
can have a serious impact on young people. My Department will work closely with the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills on the implementation of the Action Plan in supporting  initiatives 
to raise awareness about the problem and implementing identified actions to tackle prejudice 
and promote a safer environment for our young people.  The Youth Clubs funded by my Depart-
ment are an important outlet for children and young people in this context.  Their activities can 
help to build self esteem, increase confidence and strengthen friendships so that young people 
are better equipped to counter bullying behaviour.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department also provides funding towards the administra-
tion of the National Youth Health Programme  .  This programme is a partnership between my 
Department, the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) and the Health Service Executive.  
Funding of some €88,000 was provided to support the programme in 2012 by my Department.

The aim of the programme is to provide a broad-based, flexible health promotion / education 
support and training service to youth organisations and to all those working with young people 
in out-of-school settings. The programme has sought to develop the capacity of the sector and 
organisations to advocate on issues that affect young people and develop evidenced based re-
sources and training to support that work.  The advantage of this training is evident in the fact 
that Youth Work often acts as the first point of contact and referral in the interface with other 
youth-related services spanning the realms of care, health and welfare.  In addition to mental 
health promotion in general, the programme delivers other training courses to Youth Workers 
on Mindfulness, Defusing Anger, Responding to Challenging Behaviours, Recognising and 
Managing Psychosis and Anti Bullying.  The Programme has published a manual on best prac-
tice in Youth Mental Health Promotion; Good Habits of Mind and another manual on Bullying:   
Lets Beat Bullying.

My Department also provides funding to support the organisation Belong To under the 
Youth Service Grant Scheme.  BeLonG To Youth Service is a national organisation for Lesbian 
Gay Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT) young people (age 14-23) in Ireland. They provide direct 
youth work services to LGBT young people across Ireland by providing spaces where LGBT 
young people can meet each other, get involved in activities and see that their identities and 
selves are valuable and important. To help change negative societal attitudes to LGBT train-
ing is given to teachers, youth-workers and other professionals who work with young people. 
They also run awareness campaigns in schools and youth services, and work with government 
departments, politicians and HGO’s to ensure that LGBT young people are heard, so that posi-
tive social change occurs.

BeLonG To has a well developed advocacy programme that promotes positive recogni-
tion of LGBT young people, with a strong emphasis on ending homophobic bullying.  It has 
also supported and commissioned research projects in partnership with the Children’s Research 
Centre, the Anti-Bullying Centre, the National Drugs Strategy Team and the National Office 
for Suicide Prevention. In 2010 Guidelines on tackling homophobic bullying in youth services 
were developed by BeLong To. Youth Affairs Unit gave a one-off grant of €15,000 to fund this.

16/04/2013WRC01550Proposed Legislation

16/04/2013WRC01600150. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the position regarding her preparations for the presentation to the Dáil of the adoption amend-
ment legislation arising from the successful passage of the Children’s Rights Referendum; the 
additional areas she is planning to include; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[17266/13]

16/04/2013WRC01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The General 
Scheme and Heads of Bill of the proposed Adoption (Amendment) Bill was published in Sep-
tember 2012 in conjunction with the publication of the referendum proposal to inform the public 
of proposed changes to adoption law envisaged if the Constitutional amendment was approved.

The Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children was established in 
2007 to examine the proposals to introduce a Constitutional Amendment on Children and to 
make recommendations as appropriate. The Final Report of the Joint Committee recommended, 
in relation to adoption, that legislation should be introduced to provide for the adoption of any 
child, whether from a marital or non marital family, where the parents of that child have failed 
in their responsibility to that child for such a period of time as may be prescribed by law, and 
where adoption is considered to be in the best interests of the child. The Report also recom-
mended that provision be made by law for the voluntary placement for adoption and the adop-
tion of any child.

The Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 proposes to make important changes to adoption 
law to provide the option of adoption for a child who has been placed in long term foster care 
because his or her parents are unable to provide, or resume, care for that child. The provisions 
of the proposed Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 will amend the Adoption Act 2010 to pro-
vide for the non-voluntary adoption of a child where his or her parents have failed in their duty 
towards that child.  The draft Bill will change the criteria, applicable under section 54 of the 
2010 Act, under which the High Court may authorise the making of an adoption order without 
parental consent, in the case of a child who is in the care of prospective adopters and where 
that child’s parents have failed in their parental duty to the child. The proposed legislation is 
not intended to provide that a child, who has contact with and a strong beneficial relationship 
with his or her birth parents and wider family, may be adopted unless that child’s parents have 
voluntarily placed the child for adoption and have consented to the adoption order being made 
in respect of the child. 

The draft Bill will also provide for the voluntary placement for adoption of any child ir-
respective of the marital status of his or her parents. In the case of a child of married parents, 
both parents must place the child for adoption and before doing so, will be counselled and given 
information in accordance with the provisions of section 14 of the Adoption Act 2010. 

It is my intention to bring the Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2013 before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas as soon as possible. In addition to the provisions included in the draft Bill, my De-
partment is separately examining further possible changes to the Adoption Act 2010.

16/04/2013WRC01750Children and Family Services

16/04/2013WRC01800151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she has identified the full scope and extent of the responsibilities of her De-
partment including the budgetary requirements over the next three years; the degree to which 
she has identified any shortcomings in the system in regard to the well-being and protection of 
children including early warning systems and the provision of stress-testing of the services to 
ensure an adequacy of response to meet the challenges of the modern era; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17258/13]

16/04/2013WRC01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
was set up to drive the delivery of key commitments in relation to children and young people.  
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The Department was established in June 2011 with a mandate to put in place a unified frame-
work of policy, legislation and provision across Government in respect of children and young 
people.

The responsibilities of my Department encompass a wide range of policy and service activ-
ity, both direct and indirect, for children and young people in Ireland. It has a complex mandate, 
comprised of a number of separate, but interrelated strands including: the direct provision of 
a range of universal and targeted services; ensuring high-quality arrangements are in place 
for focused interventions dealing with child welfare and protection, family support, adoption, 
school attendance and reducing youth crime; the harmonisation of policy and provision across 
Government and with a wide range of stakeholders to improve outcomes for children, young 
people and families.

As outlined in my Department’s Statement of Strategy, in order to achieve its goals, my 
Department works in close partnership with other Government departments, statutory agen-
cies and non-governmental organisations on a range of cross-cutting issues in relation to both 
policy and provision as they relate to children and young people. The scope of this collabora-
tion includes, but is not limited to, the following: Department of Education and Skills (e.g. 
early childhood education, numeracy/literacy and skills development); Department of Justice 
and Equality (e.g. crime prevention, community sanctions, detention, diversion and equality);  
Department of Health (e.g. disability; health promotion, including nutrition and drugs policy); 
Health Service Executive (e.g. child welfare and protection, care and social services); Depart-
ment of Social Protection (e.g. social inclusion, income support and the activation agenda); 
Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (e.g. employment creation and youth entrepre-
neurship);  Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (e.g. UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child and Council of Europe measures); Department of Environment, Community and Local 
Government (e.g. initiatives involving sustainable development and communities).

Funding requirements and how resources should be prioritised and allocated across each 
area of Government spending are generally considered as part of the annual estimates cycle 
and budgetary process. It would be inappropriate for me to comment at this time on any future 
decisions that may be taken by Government on the expenditure allocations for programmes and 
services falling within the Vote of my Department.  However, my objective will be to realise 
funding allocations that reflect expenditure policy priorities and that sufficient resources are 
directed towards those areas of greatest impact on children and young people.

The commitment to establish a new Child and Family Agency is at the heart of the Govern-
ment’s reform of child and family services. The new Agency will assume responsibility for 
Children and Family Services, currently provided by the HSE, and the Family Support Agency. 
It will have a workforce of approximately 4,000 staff, and a combined existing budget of over 
€590 million. The Agency will be headed by Gordon Jeyes, as the Chief Executive designate, 
who will be supported by a senior management team. 

In order to achieve genuine improvements for children and families, the Agency will have 
a broader focus than child protection. Prevention, early intervention, family support and thera-
peutic & care interventions are all key to the provision of integrated multidisciplinary services 
for children and families based on identified need.

It is my intention that the new Agency will address the persistent issues which have been 
raised regarding the standardisation of services, communication, coordination and sharing of 
risk assessment, management and treatment for many of the children and families with the most 
complex needs. At the same time, the Agency will have a role in supporting families - provid-
ing less complex, less intrusive and less expensive responses which have a preventive function. 
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The new Child and Family Agency and the wider transformation of children’s services rep-
resents one of the largest, and most ambitious, areas of public sector of reform embarked upon 
by this Government.

16/04/2013WRC01950Illegal Adoptions

16/04/2013WRC02000152. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will adopt 
a similar approach as that of the Australian government in apologising and acknowledging the 
people who were illegally adopted in that State. [17248/13]

16/04/2013WRC02100155. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps she 
will take to vindicate the right to an identity for citizens illegally adopted here. [17249/13]

16/04/2013WRC02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 152 and 155 together.

The issue in Ireland of illegal adoptions relates to illegal registrations, i.e. children who 
were given at birth to other individuals who registered these children as their own and who are 
now unable to access personal records and information.  I have met with individuals who have 
found themselves in these circumstance and I acknowledge and empathise with the dilemma 
that these individuals are addressing. 

Efforts have been made by the Adoption Authority of Ireland and the HSE, within their legal 
remit,  to facilitate the investigations that these individuals are undertaking in endeavouring to 
establish medical and/or identifying information about themselves.  Further efforts are required 
to move beyond that and endeavour to trace birth parents, children and or siblings who are af-
fected by this issue. 

In consultation with the AAI and the HSE, my Department is examining legislative and 
administrative options in relation to accessing records which may exist. I am also examining 
provisions in this regard in the forthcoming Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill.   I have 
recently received further legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General in regard to com-
plex legal and constitutional issues which have arisen during the course of drafting the Heads 
of Bill. These issues are currently under consideration in my Department. 

When the former Adoption Board launched the National Adoption Contact Preference Reg-
ister  in 2005, provision was made for persons, who were party to the illegal registration of a 
child, to register an interest in the Register for possible future contact with another party some-
time in the future. Fundamental to the success of the NCPR is that any persons with information 
in this regard contact the Information and Tracing Unit of the AAI.  The Adoption Act 1952 
provided a legal basis for adoption in Ireland and for the establishment of the Adoption Board 
thereby bringing order to what had been the ad hoc arrangements which had previously existed 
in lieu of formal adoption procedures. That Act was replaced by the Adoption Act 2010. All 
adoptions in Ireland since 1952 have been carried out in line with this legislation.

16/04/2013WRC02250Child Protection Services

16/04/2013WRC02300153. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding the review of child protection practices across all Catholic Church dioceses; 
the numbers and names of those completed; the number and names of those under way; when 
she expects that the remaining reviews will get under way; and if she will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [17282/13]

16/04/2013WRC02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Two separate 
review processes are being undertaken in respect of child protection practices in the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. The HSE is involved in a two-phase audit exercise. The report of phase 1, 
covering safeguarding arrangements in twenty-four Catholic dioceses, was published in Octo-
ber, 2012. The second phase involves a review of safeguarding practice in respect of approxi-
mately 140 Religious Congregations/Orders. This element, which ran parallel with the diocesan 
audit, is taking longer to complete due to the high number of Congregations involved. 

Separately the National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church (NBSCCC) 
is also working through a review process involving the dioceses and Religious Congregations. 
To date  reports on ten dioceses and three Congregations have been published.

The publication of the HSE diocesan audit report represented the culmination of a long 
process of engagement between the HSE and the diocesan authorities, to establish the position 
with regard to the Catholic Church in terms of the safeguarding of children and on responding 
to allegations of child sexual abuse against members of the clergy.  I welcomed the audit’s find-
ing that there has been a marked improvement in Church child protection practices in recent 
years, in particular since the Church’s new ‘Safeguarding Children’ standards were introduced 
in 2009. It is also encouraging that the HSE found that the practice of responding to immedi-
ate risk to children was found to be generally good and is given priority within the dioceses. 
The audit found that prompt action has been taken by Bishops to remove priests from ministry 
where allegations have been made.

While the audit highlighted recent improvements, it is clear that the focus must remain on 
addressing the need for ongoing improvements; in particular in those Dioceses identified by the 
audit as requiring further work. The report identified particular difficulties in categorising retro-
spective allegations with accuracy in terms of the time taken to report the allegations to the civil 
authorities. There were significant delays in reporting allegations to the civil authorities in the 
case of some of the dioceses. Also, in some instances dioceses had stated in their audit returns 
that they had reported all allegations promptly, but the HSE found that this was not the case.

The HSE audit recommended that the State “apply its resources to intervene and work with 
all dioceses in a systemic way to address the shortcomings outlined” and “to achieve closer 
monitoring by the State of dioceses”. In this context I had previously requested that the HSE’s 
Children and Family Services engage on an ongoing basis with the NBSCCC on this issue. The 
purpose of this engagement is to ensure that the Church has in place all necessary structures 
and practices to safeguard children in line with the Children First National Guidance and the 
Church’s own guidelines. This engagement will continue to be prioritised within the new Child 
and Family Support Agency, with a particular focus on dioceses where shortfalls have been 
identified. Ensuring compliance with Children First   will be a key priority for the new Agency.

The continuation by the National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church 
of its own review process into remaining dioceses and Religious Congregations, together with 
the HSE’s review of the Congregations, will provide further transparency in relation to current 
safeguarding arrangements within the Catholic Church. While there have been very notable 
improvements compared to historic practices that were entirely unacceptable, there is no room 
for complacency, as evidenced by the concerns I expressed about the outcome of the NBSCCC 
review of three Religious Congregations, published in September, 2012. For further details 
on its published reports and review plans I would direct the Deputy to the NBSCCC website - 
www.safeguarding.ie.

I have stressed to both the HSE and the NBSCCC the importance of bringing both review 
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processes to conclusion as speedily as possible, so as to provide a complete picture of child 
protection practices and compliance by the Catholic Church.

16/04/2013WRC02450Foster Care Provision

16/04/2013WRC02500154. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps she is 
taking to address the deficiencies highlighted by the Health Information and Quality Authority 
regarding the fostering service in the Dublin North West area; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [17268/13]

16/04/2013WRC02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): HIQA under-
takes inspection of foster care services against the National Standards for Foster Care, under 
Section 69 of the Child Care Act 1991.  The purpose of foster care inspections is to review com-
pliance with regulations and standards to support safe quality care for children placed in foster 
care. HIQA’s inspection methodology includes interviewing HSE managers and social workers, 
a sample of children, carers and birth parents and review a range of files, including complaints.

Foster care services in HSE Dublin North West Area have been inspected by HIQA on three 
occasions since September 2009, the most recent of which took place in October 2012.  Some 
progress was noted particularly in the area of foster carer assessment, approval and training 
with all general foster carers approved and significant improvements in the area of relative fos-
ter carers.  Some 96 % of children in foster care had been visited by a social worker within the 
preceding six months. 

An important finding in this inspection report is that many foster carers were providing high 
quality care and children’s needs were being met.  Foster carers were committed and child cen-
tred in their approach.  They saw themselves as advocates on behalf of the child and availed of 
every opportunity to promote the child’s best interests to achieve better outcomes.

Notwithstanding progress that has been achieved, I was concerned to note that inspectors 
found that some deficits identified previously had not been rectified.  Inspectors found that there 
were inadequacies in systems to assess risk and to investigate and take timely action in response 
to concerns.  File keeping, data collection and analysis were also found to be lacking.

The inspection also found that sufficient foster carers have not been recruited within the 
area and this has provided difficulties in making local placements and matching children with 
particular needs with the most suitable carers.  Recruitment of foster carers is of concern more 
generally and it is intended to conduct a national recruitment campaign in the coming months.    

An Action Plan to address the weaknesses identified was prepared by HIQA.  In order to 
ensure that the Action Plan is fully implemented, I have requested that the HSE set up a high 
level oversight process to be lead by the Head of Quality Assurance to ensure implementa-
tion of all the HIQA recommendations. This group is now established and included Dr Valarie 
O’Brien of UCD who has researched extensively in the area foster care.  The group will report 
to me on progress on a monthly basis.    Recently, I met with Mr Gordon Jeyes Chief Executive 
Designated of the Child and Family Support Agency to review the actions underway to address 
the critical issues identified.

  Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 152.

  Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 137.
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16/04/2013WRC02850Children and Family Services

16/04/2013WRC02900157. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
social workers who have received and who are currently receiving, child and adolescent mental 
health training; her plans to extend this training to all social workers dealing with children and 
young adults; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17286/13]

16/04/2013WRC03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In the HSE so-
cial workers receive training from Children and Families Services Trainers through a variety of 
standardised training programmes and complementary training modules that are delivered on 
the basis of locally identified need.  Child and Adolescent Mental health issues are delivered 
on the basis of locally identified need.  Child and Adult Mental health issues are complex and 
can be present in a variety of ways and therefore there are a variety of programmes that address 
the following issues: Attention disorders; Depression; Anxiety disorders; Oppositional defiant 
behaviour, aggression, anti social behaviour; Eating disorders; Psychotic disorders including 
schizophrenia, manic depressive disorder, or drug-induced psychosis; Deliberate self harm; 
Substance misuse; Autism spectrum disorders; Developmental disorders delay in acquiring cer-
tain skills such as speech, and social development.

All social workers receive preparation in mental health issues during their third level train-
ing.  There are a variety of modules that deal with different aspects of mental health in the vari-
ous pre-qualification courses including attachment theory, child and adolescent development, 
counselling skills, and addiction.  Social workers also access mental health training from other 
parts of the HSE such as the National Suicide Prevention Office e.g. Assist Training in mental 
health and suicide prevention.

Additionally, the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) employ social 
workers as part of mental health team’s service provided to children and adolescents at risk.

In preparation for the establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency; a comprehen-
sive Continuous Development Strategy is being prepared.  The strategy is based on carrying out 
systematic Training Needs Analysis and ensuring that priority training needs for the CFSA staff 
are addressed in a consistent manner.  Mental health training is a high priority for this group and 
the implementation of the CPD strategy will ensure that there is training available to all social 
workers in this area.

The Deputy may be aware that the Health and Social Care Professionals Act, 2005 provides 
for the establishment of a Social Workers Registration Board (CORU) which was appointed 
in 2010.  One of the functions of the SWRB is to set and enforce standards of education and 
training for the purposes of registration.  These standards were developed in consultation with 
relevant stakeholders including employers, professional bodies, education and public represen-
tatives.

The Act makes provision for the approval of education and training programmes and the 
monitoring of continuing suitability of education and training programmes.

The system of statutory regulation is designed to ensure professional conduct and the main-
tenance of high standards of professional education and training among social workers, regard-
less of whether they work in the public or private sector or are self employed.

The object of the Social Work Registration Board is to protect the public by fostering high 
standards of professional conduct and professional education, training and competence among 
social work registrants.
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The registration requirements will include a Continual Professional Development element 
and my officials will regularly liaise with CORU regarding emerging needs and priorities in 
this regard.

16/04/2013WRC03050Child Death Review Group Report

16/04/2013WRC03100158. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
she has taken following on from the report of the Independent Child Death Review Group; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17289/13]

16/04/2013WRC03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I indicated when 
I published the report of the Independent Child Death Review Group (ICDRG) that I welcome 
the findings and recommendations of this report, and that I accept fully the need for action in 
the areas identified. 

At an operational level the HSE has developed an implementation plan which responds 
to each of the recommendations in the Review Report. This plan identifies persons with key 
responsibility for actions, timelines for those actions and a review of the current position. The 
plan will be reviewed at intervals until all the actions are completed. With regard to progress on 
implementation there have been a number of key developments including substantive improve-
ments in social work case allocation and case planning.

The necessary actions are being implemented in the context of the Government’s reform 
programme for children’s services, the most radical reform of child welfare and protection 
services ever undertaken in the State. The integrated delivery of these reforms will ensure that 
responses to many of the ICDRG recommendations will be mainstreamed into the work pro-
gramme of the new Child and Family Support Agency.

At a broader policy and legislative level, detailed work is also underway to implement the 
ICDRG recommendations as follows:

Legislative Reform - In order to support the rights of children generally, and particularly 
those who require the intervention of child welfare and protection services, the Constitutional 
referendum on children was held in November 2012.  Issues related to the in camera rule and 
child care court proceedings have also been subject to legislation.  The Child Care Act 1991 
(Section 29(7) Regulations were made in November 2012 facilitating the public reporting of 
child care court proceedings by researchers.  These regulations have facilitated an independent 
project under Dr Carol Coulter which is carrying out research, for publication, on child care 
hearings in the courts.  The Government has recently published the Court Bill 2013 to directly 
address issues related to the in camera rule.  The draft Heads of the Children First Bill were 
considered by the Oireachtas Committee on Health & Children and the report of the Committee 
is being considered by my Department in the development of these legislative proposals.  Con-
sideration is also being given to strengthening legislation regarding the provision of aftercare.  
I recently met with experts and representatives of organisations working with young people in 
care to discuss the approach. 

Organisational Reform - The Child and Family Agency will be an essential vehicle for 
ensuring the ethos of quality and accountability called for by the ICDRG is strongly reflected 
in children’s services.  

Operational Reform - A central feature of the new Agency will be a new Service Delivery 
Framework which will prioritise serious child protection referrals while providing for develop-
ment of new ‘Local Area Pathways’ which will involve a greater use of community-based ser-
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vices to address child and family welfare concerns in a timely & effective manner.  Significant 
work has taken place in relation to this service redesign.    A group has been established in the 
HSE to work with the Irish Youth Justice Service on the needs of the most vulnerable youths, 
in line with the needs highlighted in the Child Deaths Report.  Work is progressing on develop-
ment of a National Child Care Information System to comprehensively address issues of record 
keeping and data management.  The procurement process is now at contract stage.  Two out-
of-hours pilot projects in Donegal and Cork were commenced and independently evaluated.  
The HSE has reviewed the Evaluation Report and prepared a business case for a National Out 
of Hours Social Work Service.  The HSE is in discussion with relevant staff representative as-
sociations.

Workforce Development - this Government completed the recruitment of 260 additional 
social workers proposed in the Ryan Report Implementation Plan.  Over 1,400 social workers 
are employed in Children and Family Support Services and the introduction of 260 additional 
social workers represents a significant strengthening of the workforce.  Arrangements for the 
induction, training and supervision of these staff have been put in place.  Support for all staff 
includes the introduction of national guidance, such as Child Protection and Welfare Practice 
Handbook, and supervision of the implementation of this guidance.

Oversight - Last July, I launched the first-ever HIQA ‘National Standards on Protection 
and Welfare of Children’. HIQA recently announced the commencement of inspections of child 
protection services, in line with new standards.  10 cases identified in the ICDRG report have 
been referred for independent review under Dr. Helen Buckley.  One of these reviews has al-
ready been completed.  Specific work is proceeding in relation to the Review Group’s recom-
mendations regarding mechanisms for the independent review of child deaths.  It is necessary 
to ensure that any such arrangements are developed in a manner that is fully consistent with 
the major organisational reforms currently in train including the transfer of child protection 
services from the HSE to the CFSA and the recent expansion of HIQA’s inspection regime to 
cover all child protection services.  My Department has also consulted with colleagues in the 
North in order to share learning from the respective approaches to child death review.  I trust 
these details illustrate the seriousness with which the ICDRG report is being advanced.  Finally, 
my Department has also used the detailed research undertaken in the report to highlight more 
general policy issues across Government, including for example discussions on the preparation 
of a National Substance Misuse Strategy, which is expected to be considered by Government 
shortly.

16/04/2013WRC03250Cross-Border Projects

16/04/2013WRC03300159. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
update Dáil Éireann on her Department’s engagements with Northern Ireland agencies in devel-
oping youth cross-border and cross-community relationships. [17247/13]

16/04/2013WRC03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector.  Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision 
of youth services in 2013.

Funding is provided by my Department to a number of programmes which involve cross-
border exchanges for young people.  One such programme is Causeway which is a Youth Ex-
change Programme established in 1998, following the Good Friday Agreement, between Ireland 
and UK for the East/West and North/South exchange of young people between the ages of 13 
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and 25, with particular regard given to those from disadvantaged backgrounds. All exchanges 
must include one Irish partner and at least one other partner either from England, Northern Ire-
land, Scotland or Wales.  Léargas-the Exchange Bureau is the administering agency for Cause-
way in Ireland. 

The Causeway programme aims to strengthen and improve relationships between young 
people, and those that who work with them, on the islands of Britain and Ireland. Causeway 
projects provide a valuable avenue for young people to explore their perceptions of identity and 
to deal with issues of tolerance and diversity. 

The Management Committee of Causeway includes representatives from my Department, 
the Department of Education Northern Ireland, the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
and the Youth Council of Northern Ireland together with Léargas, the administering body.

Funding is also provided by my Department to Co-operation Ireland which was founded 
in 1979.  Its objective was to promote peace in a new and practical way. Originally called Co-
operation North, its aim is to promote cross-border relations.   Co-operation Ireland develops 
programmes which enable people from communities North and South to participate in cross-
border and cross community programmes. The funding provided by my Department has sup-
ported cross-border exchange projects for young people 

In addition my Department provides funding for The President’s Award - Gaisce which is 
the National Challenge Award from the President of Ireland to the young people of Ireland (15 
to 25 years of age). Gaisce is a member of the International Award Association which comprises 
121 countries world wide.  The purpose of the Award is to encourage young people to set and 
achieve a demanding challenge for themselves in a non-competitive environment. The Award 
is conducted through schools, youth clubs and youth organisations and with the assistance and 
support of many other state and non-state sector bodies.

Members of youth groups in Belfast who wish to avail of Gaisce the President’s Award 
may register with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in Northern Ireland for the Joint Award 
Programme.  On completion of the programme they can choose to have the Gaisce Award pre-
sented. In 2011 231 Awards were presented in Northern Ireland.

My Department is also a member of the North South Education and Training Standards 
Committee for Youth Work (NSETS) which  was launched in January 2006 by the then Minister 
for Education for Northern  Ireland and the Minister of State for Youth Affairs in the Republic.

The decision to establish NSETS was to create a framework for the endorsement of Youth 
Work education and training that would ensure and support best practice and facilitate profes-
sional mobility and exchange both on a north/south and east/west basis.

The role of NSETS committee to date has been to assess all aspects of the quality of training 
for professional youth and community work offered by Higher Education Institutions in Ireland 
and professionally endorse the programmes submitted to it.

My Department provides funding towards the secretariat of NSETS which is currently car-
ried out by Youth Council of Northern Ireland. This allocation also covers travel and subsis-
tence for members of the Southern representation.

  Question No. 160 answered with Question No. 125.

16/04/2013WRC03550Child Abuse
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16/04/2013WRC03600161. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
audit of serious neglect cases will be published; the reason for the delay in its publication; if she 
is concerned that the audit report which was produced on foot of a specific recommendation of 
a public inquiry has not yet been published two years after it has been completed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17261/13]

16/04/2013WRC037001090. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
audit produced on foot of the recommendations in the report on the Roscommon Child Care 
Case will be published; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16017/13]

16/04/2013WRC03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 161 and 1090 together.

The report of the child neglect audit, which is a composite report including the findings 
from the Roscommon area, will be published shortly.  I will contact the Deputy directly when 
the details are confirmed.  The report is a composite work covering three audits in Roscommon, 
Waterford and Dublin. A decision was taken within the HSE to produce this composite report 
as the best means of disseminating the learning from the three projects. The report will be based 
on a sample of 30 cases examined from each of the three areas subject to audit.

The decision to publish a composite report, along with the time taken by the HSE to ensure 
that all of the recommendations are being actioned were factors in determining the publication 
date of the report.

16/04/2013WRD00150Cross-Border Projects

16/04/2013WRD00200162. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the extent of contact she has had with her portfolio holding counterpart north of the border; the 
specific initiatives they have discussed and have or do now plan to undertake; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17271/13]

16/04/2013WRD00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The ongoing 
North South work of my Department takes place under the auspices of the North South Min-
isterial Council.  The North South Ministerial Council meets in Sectorial Format to oversee 
co-operation in agreed areas/sectors. At these Sectorial meetings the Irish Government is rep-
resented by the Minister or the Minister of State responsible for that Sector, and the Northern 
Ireland Executive is represented by two Ministers nominated by the First Minister and deputy 
First Minister on a cross-community basis.

Following a North South Ministerial Council Plenary meeting in February 2008, the De-
partment of Health, Social Services and Public Safety [DHSSPS] and the then Office of the 
Minister for Children (now DCYA) established a Cross Border Group on Child Protection, 
comprising officials from relevant departments to intensify cooperation on Child Protection in-
cluding early progress on an all-island Child Protection awareness campaign; the identification 
of other medium/long term measures to improve Child Protection, including an examination 
of an all-island approach to child protection, focusing in particular on vetting and exchange of 
information; any areas for co-operation on children’s services emerging from the North South 
Feasibility Study on health and social services.

The cross border group is co-chaired by DCYA and DHSSPS.  In June, 2008, it was agreed 
to take forward 5 initiatives   through a sub-group structure, in areas where co-operation, shared 
learning and best practice could be of benefit to both jurisdictions, and to meet every six months 
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to review progress. The first five sub-groups were:

(i) Vetting and Barring Protocol

Terms of Reference: to work together to ensure that the land border between the north and 
south of Ireland cannot be exploited by individuals considered unsuitable to work with vul-
nerable groups by: Considering existing or planned vetting and barring arrangements in each 
jurisdiction; establishing if and how these arrangements could be strengthened by or benefit 
from the mutual exchange of relevant information; exploring the potential for the alignment of 
legislation around vetting and barring requirements between the two jurisdictions.

(ii) Research and Knowledge Transfer in Child Protection

Terms of Reference: to seek to ensure that key Government policy documents, publications 
of inquiries and inspections as well as executive summaries of case management and serious 
case reviews in the field of child protection should be readily available to practitioners; to ex-
plore the potential for a dedicated North-South child protection database resource for practitio-
ners as well as the optimum structures for enabling knowledge and learning to be transferred 
into practice:

(iii) Internet Safety

Terms of Reference: To share best practice in the area of internet safety, i.e. the protection 
of children and young people from illegal and harmful internet content; To consider the scope 
for cross-border co-operation in this field, particularly in the area of public awareness raising of 
internet safety issues; To explore the strategic alignment of the approach to addressing internet 
safety issues and related technologies in both jurisdictions.

(iv) All-Ireland Media Awareness 

Terms of Reference: To examine how best all-island public awareness campaigns can be 
developed in relation to child welfare and protection and be carried out to complement any such 
information dissemination on either side of the border and to exchange learning on these issues 
for mutual benefits and coordination.

(v) Inter-Jurisdictional Protocol for the Transfer of Child Care cases between Northern Ire-
land and Ireland

Terms of Reference: To review existing arrangements, structures and legislative framework 
in the different jurisdictions regarding the movement of vulnerable children and their families 
across Irish and UK borders; To develop a common protocol (taking account of existing ar-
rangements, structures and legislative framework) for the movement of vulnerable children and 
their families across Irish and UK borders.  This protocol will give guidance on agreed thresh-
olds and definitions which will trigger exchange of information.

The Steering Group agreed that since the work of the first five sub-groups has largely been 
completed these can be stood down and a new work programme developed. The group, in July 
2012, explored a number of areas of potential co-operation and recommended that a future pro-
gramme of work be taken forward through five specific work streams focussing on:

Work Stream 1

Knowledge Exchange Forum - This work stream will promote continued learning through 
use of research and evidence based practice.  The first ‘product’ of this work stream will be an 
‘All-Island Conference’, to be held on the first of May 2013. This conference aims to share 
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practice knowledge, research and learning amongst policy makers, practitioners and managers 
in relation to safeguarding and child protection practices.

Work Stream 2

Quality and Effectiveness - This work stream will progress initiatives to build workforce ca-
pacity and improve the quality and effectiveness of social work and social care work interven-
tions and practice.  It is anticipated that ‘learning pathways’ and resources in relation to agreed 
key practice areas (eg; Child Development) will be developed to inform professional education 
and training curricula and planning and to support joint or shared training initiatives.

Work Stream 3

Deaths of Children in Care - This work stream will contribute to learning in relation to 
deaths of children in care by developing an overview and analysis of the features of deaths of 
children in care in both jurisdictions.

Work Stream 4

Cultural Competence in Safeguarding - This work stream will assist to develop common 
guidance for practitioners working with other cultures and develop a publication of Good Prac-
tice Notes for work with new communities.  It will focus upon promoting safeguarding practice 
in the context of legislative and procedural compliance whilst respecting equality and diversity.  

Work Stream 5

Specialist Services - This work stream will explore opportunities to develop specialist ser-
vices on a cross-border basis to assist in meeting the needs of those children and families where 
there is a requirement for a high volume of expertise combined with a low volume turnover of 
clientele.  

In addition, the Irish Youth Justice Service in my Department is involved in a North-South 
Process which is led by the Department of Justice and Equality under the auspices of the St. 
Andrews Agreement.   The Youth Justice Project Advisory Group is one of six strands in this 
process. It aims to guide and support co-operation in the youth justice area on both sides of the 
border; to provide a forum for the active exchange of information, ideas and expertise between 
participating bodies on matters including restorative justice and tackling re offending; and the 
examination and identification of the areas where joint working could take place.  The North-
South Youth Justice Project Advisory Group meets twice a year and reports to the North-South 
High Level Senior Officials Group.

16/04/2013WRD00350Youth Services

16/04/2013WRD00400163. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide details on the progress that has been made on the national rollout of the youth café 
initiative; her plans for future development of the network; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17264/13]

16/04/2013WRD00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding of up to 
€1 million is available in 2013 from my Department for fit-out, refurbishment works or building 
enhancement projects for the startup of new Youth Cafés. One of the core functions of a youth 
café is that it offers support to young people, ranging from practical support to advice through 
their participation in activities that are of interest to them and that are varied and on offer at 
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times that suit their normal activities. In awarding funding, my Department will endeavour to 
ensure that there is a geographical spread of youth cafés from the funding commensurate to 
existing provision in the area.

Applications are only eligible from community and voluntary organisations with a mini-
mum of three years experience of working with young people and the delivery of youth ser-
vices. Details of the scheme and the guidelines for applicants are set out on my Department’s 
website.  Pobal is assisting my Department in managing the Youth Café Programme 2013.

The closing date for applications was last Friday, 12 April.  The appraisal process will take 
place up to the end of May and those applicants who successfully make it through the first 
phase will proceed to phase 2 of the application process at the end of which, those successfully 
through that phase, will receive funding approval from my Department.

The €1m in funding available for the Youth Café scheme in 2013 will bring the total fund-
ing provided for Youth Cafés to date to €3.2m.  It is estimated by my Department that 75-100 
youth café facilities now operate across the State.  These facilities are proving hugely beneficial 
to local communities in terms of broader engagement with young people.  In addition, my De-
partment supports a range of youth services and volunteer-led youth groups which offer similar 
resources and spaces for young people locally.

Under the 2012 Irish Research Council Research Development Initiative, co-funded by my 
Department and the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, a re-
search project is underway in the National University of Ireland, Galway to examine the impact 
of the youth café initiative.  It is expected that this research will be completed by the end of 
2013 and the results of this will be taken into consideration in the deliberations by my Depart-
ment concerning the future direction of youth café development.

16/04/2013WRD00550Children and Family Services

16/04/2013WRD00600164. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a short-list 
or final selection has been reached in the context of the already announced extension of the 
successful Prevention and Early Intervention Programme’s area-based initiatives at Tallaght, 
Ballymun and Darndale; if the new project sites will also be in Dublin or will include locations 
outside the capital; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17267/13]

16/04/2013WRD00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Area-Based 
Approach to Child Poverty Initiative was allocated €2.5m in Budget 2013.  The amount al-
located will rise to €4.75 in 2015. It is envisaged that this Initiative will be co-funded by a 
philanthropic partner and discussions are ongoing to this end.  A Project Team, which is chaired 
by my Department and includes officials from a number of key Government departments and 
agencies, was established in February of this year to progress the Initiative.

The new Initiative will build on and continue the work of the Prevention and Early Interven-
tion Programme (PEIP).   The PEIP involved a range of pilot programmes to improve outcomes 
in areas such as literacy, speech and language, parenting, health and pro-social behaviour. These 
programmes are currently being evaluated by national and international experts.  The three 
PEIP sites are expected to participate in the new Area Based Approach to Child Poverty Initia-
tive later this year along with at least 3 further sites.

The new Initiative reflects the Programme for Government commitment to adopt an area-
based approach to child poverty in co-operation with philanthropic partners, drawing upon best 
international practice and existing services, to break the cycle of child poverty where it is most 
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deeply entrenched and improve the outcomes for children and young people where these are 
currently significantly poorer than they are for children and young people living elsewhere in 
the State.  

The Initiative will consist of the following components: continuation of interventions, where 
appropriate, in the 3 existing PEIP sites, subject to those programmes being supported by posi-
tive evaluations and evidence; selection of at least 6 sites (including as appropriate existing 
PEIP sites), where multifaceted approaches to addressing Child Outcomes via evidence based 
programmes will be  implemented.  The impact of these interventions will be monitored in a 
cost-effective manner, to ensure they have the intended outcomes on child well-being.  In time, 
the mainstreaming of proven, cost-effective evidence-based programmes into service delivery 
in a wider context than the areas specifically participating in the Area-Based initiative.  

I understand that comprehensive details and guidance in relation to the application process 
will e available from my Department from the end of this week.  In addition, my Department 
will hold an Information Seminar on 25 April next to provide further guidance and information 
to applicants.  The closing date for the receipt of applications will be 31 May 2013.

16/04/2013WRD00750Road Signage

16/04/2013WRD00800165. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
support the introduction of symbol road signs specifically designated to warn motorists of the 
location of crèche and child care facilities; if she will liaise with the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport on this matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17250/13]

16/04/2013WRD00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I welcome any 
initiative which will increase awareness of child safety.  Officials in my Department liaise on 
a regular basis with their counterparts in other Government Departments to discuss issues of 
common interest, and in this context I have asked officials to liaise with the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport in this matter.

  Question No. 166 answered with Question No. 125.

16/04/2013WRD01050Inter-Country Adoptions

16/04/2013WRD01100167. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will refer to the current situation in relation to the drafting of a bilateral agreement on inter 
country adoption between Ireland and the Russian Federation; if she will report on whether ne-
gotiations are taking place to draft bilateral agreements on adoption between Ireland and other 
non-Hague Convention countries; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16103/13]

16/04/2013WRD01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I recently trav-
elled to Moscow, accompanied by Dr Geoffrey Shannon, Chair of the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland, in order to discuss at a diplomatic level issues in relation to the potential for a bilateral 
agreement with Russia.  During my visit I met with my counterpart, Minister Dmitry Livanov, 
Minister of Education and Science of the Russian Federation. This meeting was productive and 
allowed for an exchange of views on the possibility of Ireland entering into a bilateral agree-
ment on intercountry adoption with Russia. 

The Russian authorities acknowledged the satisfactory outcomes for Russian children ad-
opted in Ireland and expressed a willingness to conclude an agreement with Ireland which 
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would be subject to the approval of the Russian parliament. My Department, in consultation 
with the AAI, is continuing efforts to draft wording of a bilateral agreement, which would sat-
isfy our legal and Constitutional requirements, in particular in relation to the Russian require-
ment for post adoption reports.  Any wording produced will be sent to the Attorney General’s 
office for advice in advance of any further discussions with the Russian authorities.

16/04/2013WRD01250Proposed Legislation

16/04/2013WRD01300168. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cur-
rent position regarding the preparation of the Adoption (Tracing and Information) Bill; when 
she expects to publish this long awaited legislation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17277/13]

16/04/2013WRD01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Work is continu-
ing  in relation to the preparation of the Heads of Bill of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) 
Bill. My view is that persons affected by adoption should be provided with a statutory right to 
as much information as possible within permissible Constitutional boundaries. The proposed 
legislation is intended to provide for a structured and regulated approach for applicants seeking 
access to adoption information and is also intended to facilitate contact between parties affected 
by adoption, including in circumstances where an adoption order was not effected. 

It is intended that the Bill will provide for the Adoption Authority to be responsible for 
providing access to adoption records, in accordance with the provisions of the Bill. The Bill 
will provide for the Adoption Authority to establish and maintain a National Index of Adoption 
Records, the purpose of which is to help an applicant for adoption information to identify the 
location of his or her adoption records.  The intention is that the   Bill is to provide that either 
the Adoption Authority, the HSE or an accredited body may hold adoption records, with the 
Authority having overall charge of those records. 

It is also intended that the Bill will provide for placing the National Contact Preference Reg-
ister on a statutory basis. The purpose of the Register is to allow a person affected by adoption 
to enter  his or her name on the Register with a view to receiving information about another 
person from whom he or she has been separated as a result of adoption and also to indicate a 
preference as to whether or not contact is being sought with that person.  

A National Tracing Service will be established under the provisions of the Bill, the opera-
tion of which will be subject to guidelines to be set out in regulations. It is intended that the 
Tracing Service is to be made available to an adopted person, a birth parent and a relative of 
either an adopted person or a birth parent, and that the Adoption Authority is to have overall 
responsibility for providing the tracing service.

It is also intended that, prior to the release of adoption information, counselling will be of-
fered by the Adoption Authority, the HSE or by an accredited body to an adopted person, a birth 
parent or to an adoptive parent.  

Complex legal and Constitutional issues have arisen during the course of  preparation of 
the Heads of Bill  including the setting of criteria for balancing an adopted person’s right to 
information about his or her identity as against a birth parent’s right to privacy. I have recently 
received further legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General in this regard and that 
advice is currently being examined in my Department.  I am anxious to bring these matters to 
resolution in order to advance the Heads of Bill to Government. However, there are undoubted-
ly challenges remaining in developing a workable framework which respects the Constitutional 
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rights of all parties. I remain committed to achieving my policy objectives notwithstanding 
these challenges.

16/04/2013WRD01450School Funding

16/04/2013WRD01500169. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
the Irish Montessori Education Board’s montessori schools fared so poorly in the last round of 
capital funding; the reason IMEB schools are now not eligible for the new round of funding; if 
she will include IMEB schools for eligibility for the new round of funding; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17283/13]

16/04/2013WRD016001089. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if any final 
decision has been made in respect of capital funding for Montessori schools for this year and 
where applicants may apply; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17243/13]

16/04/2013WRD01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 169 and 1089 together.

The Childcare Capital Programme 2012, which provided €6 million for remedial, main-
tenance and renovation work and/or to purchase equipment for early education and childcare 
services, was implemented by Pobal on behalf of my Department last year.

This capital programme was hugely oversubscribed with almost 90% of applicants being 
declined.   Given the huge number of applications the programme was very competitive and all 
applications were considered in their own right against the programme criteria.    In prioritis-
ing applications with similar merits the criteria gave consideration to levels of deprivation in 
the immediate locality of the service and, to a lesser degree, to whether the applicant received 
previous capital grant funding that represented a stake meriting protection.

I have been successful in securing €2.75m in capital funding in Budget 2013 to support the 
ongoing improvement of the childcare sector.  Community/not-for-profit and private childcare 
providers/childminders that are currently providing services under one or more of the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs funding programmes - the Community Childcare Subven-
tion (CCS) programme, the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme 
and the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme - are eligible to apply.  This 
includes those services registered with the Irish Montessori Education Board that meet the new 
programme criteria.

The 2013 funding programme covers four strands:

 Strand 1 - small grants to purchase equipment or carry out small maintenance work; Strand 
2 - grants to improve accessibility of services for children with disabilities; Strand 3 - grants to 
provide natural outdoor spaces that promote active outdoor play; and Strand 4 - grants towards 
critical works to ensure that buildings are fit for purpose under the childcare regulations (open 
to community/not-for-profit services only).  It should be noted that in the case of applications 
for funding under Strand 3, the HSE will be consulted in relation to the proposed works.  Ap-
plicants who are not required to be notified to the HSE will receive an on-site visit from Pobal 
or the local City/County Childcare Committee to verify the application and validate the need 
for the proposed works.

The 2013 Childcare Capital Programme will also be administered by Pobal on behalf of the 
Department.  Full details of the Programme, including instructions on how to apply for a grant, 
are available on the Pobal website at www.pobal.ie.  Applications must be made on-line, and 
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the closing date for applications is Tuesday, 30 April 2013.

16/04/2013WRD01750Children and Family Services

16/04/2013WRD01800170. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the progress 
achieved towards a resolution of the issue of the proposed transfer of community psychology 
services from the Health Service Executive to the new Child and Family Support Agency; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17279/13]

16/04/2013WRD01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Arising from the 
Government’s consideration and decision with regard to the range of functions to be discharged 
by the new Child and Family Support Agency, it was agreed that an impact analysis would 
be jointly developed by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of 
Health regarding the proposed future arrangements for the provision of the community psychol-
ogy service as it relates to children and family services covered by the Child and Family Sup-
port Agency and to services provided by the HSE.  This work was undertaken as a priority, and 
I am advised that a report on the outcomes of the impact analysis is being finalised. 

I have met with representatives from the Heads of the Psychology Services Ireland and with 
a delegation from the IMPACT trade union to discuss issues relating to the future governance 
and organisational arrangements for the provision of community based psychology services. 
Our shared objective is to ensure that the optimal national governance and service delivery 
framework is in place to ensure the best possible outcomes for children and families and other 
clients who need to avail of this key service.  The views of the profession and its representatives 
have received appropriate consideration as part of the impact analysis.

16/04/2013WRD01950Departmental Staff Numbers

16/04/2013WRD02000171. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form 
the number of staff employed and the positions held in the Governnment Information Services 
since it was set up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16007/13]

16/04/2013WRD02100The Taoiseach: The following tables detail, as far as possible, the staffing levels of the 
Government Information Service since 1987. Information prior to this is not readily available 
and it would require considerable resources and research to provide it.

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 1987

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary 1
Assistant Director 1
Press Officer 4
Media Researcher 1
Staff Officer 1
Clerical Assistant 2
Paper Keeper 1
 Total: 12
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Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 1989

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary 1
Assistant Government Press Secretary 1
Information Officer 1
Assistant Director 1
Press Officer 3
Media Researcher 1
Clerical Assistant 2
Paper Keeper 1
 Total: 12

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 1993

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Head of GIS 1
Assistant Government Press Secretary 1
Personal Secretary 1
Press Officer 3
Media Researcher 1
Clerical Assistant 2
Total: 10

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 1994

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Assistant Government Press Secretary 1
Press Officer 3
Media Researcher 1
Clerical Officer 2
Clerical Assistant 2
Total: 10

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 1995

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary & 
Head of GIS

1

Assistant Government Press Secretary 1
Press Officer 2
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Position held Number in each position held
Media Researcher 1
Personal Secretary 2
Staff Officer 1
Clerical Assistant 3
Total: 12

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 1997

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary and 
Head of GIS

1

Special Adviser 1
Media Monitoring 1
Personal Secretary 1
Press Officer 2
Executive Officer 1
Clerical Officer 1
Clerical Assistant 3
Total: 12

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 2002

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary and 
Head of GIS

1

Assistant Principal 1
Press Officer 4
Executive Officer 1
Personal Assistant 1
Clerical Officer 3

Communications Unit
Position held Number in each position held
Executive Officer 2
Staff Officer 1
Clerical Officer 3
Total: 18

Staff serving in the Government Information Service in 2007

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
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Position held Number in each position held
Deputy Government Press Secretary and 
Head of GIS

1

Deputy Government Press Secretary 1
Assistant Principal 1
Press Officer 4
Executive Officer 1
Personal Assistant 1
Clerical Officer 1

Communications Unit
Position held Number in each position held
Executive Officer 4
Clerical Officer 1
Total: 16

Staff serving in the Government Information Service - current position

Position held Number in each position held
Government Press Secretary 1
Deputy Government Press Secretary and 
Head of GIS

1

Assistant Press Secretary 1
Assistant Principal 1
Press Officer 5

Communications Unit
Position held Number in each position held
Executive Officer 1
Staff Officer 1
Clerical Officer 1

Government News Website
Position held Number in each position held
Executive Officer 2
Total: 14

16/04/2013WRD02150Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

16/04/2013WRD02200172. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Taoiseach the total cost to the taxpayer of paying the 
aggregate fees, salaries and any other remuneration to directors of all State bodies, to include 
majority State owned banks, all public interest directors, all semi-State bodies, all State agen-
cies and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16009/13]

16/04/2013WRD02300The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) is the only State Agen-
cy under the aegis of my Department. The NESC provides guidance to Government on strategic 
issues for Ireland’s economic and social development.

Membership of the NESC, consists of a Chairperson, a Deputy Chairperson and members 
appointed on the basis of nominations received from representatives of ICTU, business and 
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employers interests, farming and agricultural interests, the environmental sector, the commu-
nity and voluntary sectors, in addition to a number of public servants and independent experts.  

Appointments are made in accordance with the National Economic and Social Development 
Act 2006 and SI Number 603 of 2010 – National Economic and Social Council (Alteration of 
Composition) Order 2010.

No remuneration is paid to members though they are entitled to claim for travel and subsis-
tence for their attendance at Council meetings. 

Although not classed as directors, I am happy to provide the Deputy with information on 
the stipends received by members of the National Statistics Board (NSB).  Appointments to the 
NSB are made in line with the provisions of Section 18 of the Statistics Act 1993.  

The Chairperson receives an annual stipend of €8,978 and four of the seven Board members 
are eligible to receive an annual stipend of €5,985.   The other members are serving Civil Ser-
vants and receive no additional remuneration for serving on the Board.  Stipends were paid to 
four members of the NSB during 2012 with a total cost of €26,933.  NSB members may receive 
travel and subsistence on a vouched basis.  The costs of the Board are met from the CSO Vote.

  Question No. 173 answered with Question No. 6.

16/04/2013WRD02450Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRD02500174. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the full cost of ministe-
rial transport and the breakdown of this cost between salaries, mileage allowance and other 
travel costs for Ministers and Ministers of State in his Department for 2012; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16011/13]

16/04/2013WRD02600The Taoiseach: The total expenditure by my Department on Ministerial transport in 2012 
is detailed in the following table:

Name Mileage
Minister of State P Kehoe €25,220.84

I have been provided with a Garda car under the Ministerial transport scheme and do not use 
a private car for official purposes.  The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade pay transport 
and salary costs in relation to Minister of State Creighton and the Department of Defence pay 
salary costs in relation to Minister of State Kehoe.

16/04/2013WRD02650Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRD02700175. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Taoiseach the cost incurred by his Department, 
in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St. Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16614/13]

16/04/2013WRD02800The Taoiseach: The St Patrick’s Day period offers an unparalleled opportunity to showcase 
Ireland and to promote our strengths as a location for investment, trade and jobs. This year I 
again travelled to the United States for the St. Patrick’s Day period, where I undertook a com-
prehensive programme of political, economic and civic engagements in New York, Washington 
DC, and in a range of locations on the West Coast including Los Angeles, Silicon Valley, San 
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Francisco and Seattle.

The Chief Whip, Deputy Paul Kehoe T.D. travelled to Australia and New Zealand, where 
he undertook an extensive programme of engagements, including high-level political meetings 
with the Prime Minister of Australia and other senior Federal and State politicians, as well as a 
series of speaking engagements and meetings with business groups and civic organisations in 
both countries.

The total costs of the visits have not yet been finalised.  Outstanding invoices will be sub-
mitted in due course through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for reimbursement 
by my Department, and will include hotel costs, local transportation, and other miscellaneous 
costs.

I would point out that details of ministerial travel costs paid for by my Department are regu-
larly published on the Department website, www.taoiseach.gov.ie. The costs paid to date by my 
Department in respect of the 2013 St Patrick’s Day overseas travel programme are detailed in 
the following table.

Table 1 - St. Patrick’s Day 2013

Cost 
Centre

Flight costs Accommo-
dation

Transport Catering Official 
Protocol 
Gifts

Incidental 
Costs

Taoiseach 
and his 
delegation

€1,151.65* Not yet 
available

Not yet 
available

Not yet 
available

€799.09 Not yet 
available

Chief 
Whip and 
his delega-
tion

€13,635.85 €3,193.64 
 

€254.83 €170.24 €57.62 €47.48

* Cost of commercial flights paid by the Department of the Taoiseach. Does not include 
costs associated with the Ministerial Air Transport Service, which is operated and administered 
by the Department of Defence.

16/04/2013WRD02825International Summits

16/04/2013WRD02900176. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he and his Department have been liais-
ing with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding the upcoming G8 Summit 
taking place in June 2013 in County Fermanagh in Northern Ireland; if they have requested any 
assistance or help with the event taking place; if any actions by his Department will be taken as 
a result of the summit occurring in Northern Ireland; if there are any costs involved with any 
operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16947/13]

16/04/2013WRD03000The Taoiseach: At our meeting in Downing Street on 12 March, Prime Minister Cameron 
confirmed his intention to invite me to attend the forthcoming G8 Summit which is to take place 
in Co. Fermanagh on 17-18 June.  The detailed arrangements for the event have not yet been 
settled but we will consider positively any request for assistance with the event, should this be 
forthcoming.

16/04/2013WRD03050Departmental Programmes

16/04/2013WRD03100177. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Taoiseach the position regarding the inauguration of the 
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dialogue between Government and the churches, philosophical bodies and non-confessional or-
ganisations which began in 2007 (details supplied) under article 17 of the Lisbon treaty; if this 
process is to continue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17136/13]

16/04/2013WRD03200The Taoiseach: I previously advised the House of my intention to continue with the process 
of structured dialogue with the churches, faith communities and philosophical, non-confession-
al bodies that was inaugurated in 2007. 

The structure for dialogue includes meetings both at official and Ministerial level and meet-
ings may be sought by either side on the basis of a proposed agenda agreed in advance of the 
meeting. Arrangements in this regard are made by my Department, who provide the administra-
tive support for the process. 

The process of structured dialogue is envisaged as a channel of consultation and communi-
cation on matters of mutual concern. 

However, it does not displace arrangements for the conduct of policy and administration by 
Government Departments and agencies in their functional responsibilities.

I met representatives of the Catholic Church on Friday 18 January and I will be meeting 
representatives of the Church of Ireland on Friday next, 19 April. These are the first in a series 
of bilateral meetings that I expect will be held with dialogue partners over the coming year.

16/04/2013WRD03250Passport Application Refusals

16/04/2013WRD03300178. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will detail the reasons a new passport will not be issued to an individual who has changed 
their name (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the legality of such; if his attention has been 
drawn to the hardship, distress and financial impact caused as a result of this; if an exemption 
will be made in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16389/13]

16/04/2013WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A 
passport name change results in the establishment of a new identity for the passport holder.  
Accordingly the Passport Service must insist on certain minimum evidentiary requirements to 
protect against fraud and identity theft.  The Passport Service change of name policy is provided 
for in the Passports Act 2008.  The Passport Service has written to the applicant in relation to 
this specific change of name request.  The applicant should contact Mr. Ray Devine, Passport 
Office Cork and provide him with any and all proofs of usage of the new name.  Upon receipt 
of these proofs the application can be considered further.

16/04/2013WRD03450Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRD03500179. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the cost incurred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme 
for St. Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16608/13]

16/04/2013WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): St. 
Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political inter-
ests overseas, with levels of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day of 
any other country.  Programmes were put together with a view to maximising the promotion 
of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment interests overseas and to spread a positive message 
about Ireland’s economic recovery.  Programmes were put together with a view to maximis-
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ing the promotion of Ireland’s trade, tourism and investment interests overseas and to spread a 
positive message about Ireland’s economic recovery.  As the Deputy will be aware, I travelled 
to Atlanta, New Orleans and Washington DC over the Saint Patrick’s Day period. The full cost 
of my programme is not yet available, but I can confirm that my own flights, covering the three 
locations were economy class and cost a total of €1,287.  I was accompanied by three officials 
whose economy flight costs came to €3,948 in total.   

Hotel accommodation, and other local costs, in Atlanta and New Orleans came to €4,036 
for the full party. No hotel costs were incurred in Washington. Final details of other incidental 
costs are awaited.  

In Atlanta, the centrepiece of my programme was an ‘Invest in Ireland’ Business Leaders 
forum hosted by the IDA in conjunction with the Consulate and targeting existing IDA clients 
and potential new investors.  Other engagements in Atlanta included bilateral meetings with 
senior management of multinational and Irish companies; an address to 150 guests from the 
city’s business, political, media, international and Irish communities at the official Consulate 
St. Patrick’s Day networking reception; an Irish Chamber of Commerce Business breakfast 
attended by 170 business and political contacts; and promoting the Gathering in speeches and 
other engagements.  

My programme in New Orleans included speaking at a lunch event hosted by the Irish Net-
work of New Orleans and an address to over 400 guests at the annual Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians St. Patrick’s Day Ball.

In Washington DC, in addition to participating with the Taoiseach in meetings with Presi-
dent Obama, I held a number of high level political meetings with Secretary of State Kerry 
and other members of Congress during which US immigration reform matters, the proposed 
Transatlantic Trade & Investment Partnership and Ireland’s economic recovery were discussed. 
I also attended a State Agency business and networking lunch with senior board members from 
companies with investments in Ireland.

16/04/2013WRD03650International Agreements

16/04/2013WRD03700180. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will provide details of the deal he has signed with the British Ambassador to Ireland re-
garding the agreement establishing a single maritime boundary between the exclusive econom-
ic zones and continental shelves between Ireland and the UK; if he will disclose the discussion 
on details regarding boundary issues between the two countries and the agreement reached; if 
the protection of Irish fisheries and the marine were included; the implications the agreement 
has for the Irish development of offshore renewable-energy projects; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16639/13]

16/04/2013WRD03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is the body of water which stretches from 12 nautical miles 
offshore out to a distance of 200 miles.  Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea a coastal state has exclusive rights within its EEZ over fishing (although all EU member 
states have transferred their competence for conservation and management of sea fisheries to 
the EU), the production of energy from water and wind, the protection of the marine environ-
ment and the conduct of marine scientific research.  A coastal state also enjoys exclusive sov-
ereign rights to the recovery of oil and gas from the seabed beneath the EEZ, although this is 
governed by the separate legal regime of the continental shelf.  Ireland and the UK negotiated 
an agreement on continental shelf boundaries in 1988 but an agreement on boundaries in what 
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became the exclusive economic zones above the continental shelf was not attempted at that 
time.  Since the UK became a party to the UN Convention in 1997 the declared zones of the two 
countries have overlapped at the edges.   Since the UK became a party to the UN Convention in 
1997 the declared zones of the two countries have overlapped at the edges.  Over the past few 
years negotiations between Ireland and the UK have been undertaken with the objective of es-
tablishing EEZ boundaries between the two countries and I am glad to say that these have now 
been successfully concluded.  As the Deputy is aware the British Ambassador and I signed t he 
Agreement establishing a single maritime boundary between the Exclusive Economic Zones 
and continental shelves of Ireland and the UK in Dublin on 28 March last.  This Agreement 
removes the overlaps between the EEZs of the two countries and now both the EEZs and the 
continental shelf beneath them will follow the same boundaries.  This involved some small 
technical adjustments to the existing continental shelf boundaries in order to ensure that for any 
part of the boundary areas the same state exercises jurisdiction over the seabed and the water 
directly above it.  

The Agreement brings legal certainty to boundary issues.  This in turn will improve the 
protection of fisheries.  While EU member states have transferred competence to the EU for the 
conservation and management of sea fisheries they remain responsible for enforcement of EU 
fisheries law within their own jurisdictions.  Under the new Agreement therefore it will now be 
clear which state is responsible for law enforcement in EEZ areas that previously overlapped.  
Likewise there will now be clarity about which state is responsible for licensing renewable 
energy projects within EEZ boundary areas and for protecting the marine environment in those 
areas.  

Before the Agreement can be brought into force the Government must make an Order under 
the 2006 Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act to prescribe the new EEZ boundaries and 
an Order under the 1968 Continental Shelf Act to amend the existing continental shelf boundar-
ies.  The Orders will then be laid before each House of the Oireachtas in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of the two Acts.  Once the Agreement has been brought into force it will be 
laid before Dáil Éireann in accordance with Article 29 of Bunreacht na hÉireann.

16/04/2013WRD03850Diplomatic Representation

16/04/2013WRD03900181. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position in relation to the opening of Ireland’s embassy to the Holy See; his plans to reopen 
it; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16722/13]

16/04/2013WRD04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government decision in November 2011 to close our resident embassy to the Holy See was 
taken with considerable reluctance as part of a necessary budget process to reduce costs. The 
closure of the resident embassy to the Holy See has yielded substantial savings, not least as it 
enabled the significantly larger embassy to Italy and the residence of the ambassador to Italy to 
be relocated to the State-owned Villa Spada, formerly occupied by the embassy to the Holy See, 
thereby saving €445,000 per annum in rent on two properties.  Ambassador Cooney travels to 
Rome regularly and was present for the inauguration of Pope Francis, to which he accompanied 
the President and the Minister for Finance who represented the Government and subsequently 
at the Pope’s meeting with the Diplomatic Corps.  I am satisfied that the current arrangement 
for Ireland’s representation at the Holy See is the most effective possible in light of the re-
source constraints faced by my Department.  The resident embassy to the Holy See will not be 
reopened in the immediate term. I will, however, be keeping the deployment of our diplomatic 
and consular resources under review in light of ongoing national priorities and the availability 
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of resources.

16/04/2013WRD04050Passport Controls

16/04/2013WRD04100182. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of officials who have left or retired from his Department in the past 15 years; the 
rank and-or grade they left or retired at from his Department; if diplomatic passports are still in 
their possession; the number of diplomatic passports that are currently held by former officials 
from his Department and the ranks-grades each are at; if the privileges that a diplomatic pass-
port provides is valid for former officials from his Department who are holders of diplomatic 
passports apply when abroad; if he will consider revoking diplomatic passports for former and 
retired officials from his Department and instead issue them with regular passports; if he will 
clarify that no retiring officials will receive diplomatic passports in the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16759/13]

16/04/2013WRD04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Diplo-
matic passports are issued in accordance with the provisions of the Passport Act, 2008.  Section 
16 of the Act makes particular provision for the issue of diplomatic passport to persons who 
hold a diplomatic rank or to persons whom the Minister for Foreign Affairs considers it appro-
priate to issue such a passport in order to carry out their duties.  The broad provisions of this 
are as follows.  Passports are issued to officers of diplomatic grade who are assigned abroad to 
serve in Irish diplomatic and consular missions, their spouses and accompanying children in 
full-time education. It should be noted that some officers serving in non-diplomatic grades may 
be issued diplomatic passports as a result of requirements of the host country.  The validity of a 
diplomatic passport covers the duration of the foreign posting which usually is for three or four 
years.  Officials and family members are required to surrender their diplomatic passports for 
cancellation on their return to Headquarters at the end of their postings.  Diplomatic passports 
are renewed in the event that an officer’s foreign posting at a particular mission is extended or 
if that officer is transferred to another mission.  These passports are issued to HQ-based officers 
who are required to travel abroad on official Departmental business.  Officials of my Depart-
ment who are assigned to international organisations such as European Union or the United 
Nations and who are required to travel on behalf of these institutions are eligible for diplomatic 
passports.

It is important to clarify that possession of a diplomatic passport does not, as a matter of 
international law, entitle the holder to any privileges or immunities, except in certain cases spe-
cifically provided for in international law or in the domestic law of the host country.  However, 
most countries do extend some form of courtesy and consideration to persons in possession of 
diplomatic passports, including in some cases a fast-track immigration channel.  The nature of 
such courtesies depends on the law and practice of each state, and, accordingly varies from state 
to state.

Additionally, possession of a diplomatic passport does not exempt the holder from immi-
gration or visa requirements.  Indeed, the holder of a diplomatic passport may be required by 
certain host countries, e.g. the United States, to obtain a visa in cases where the holder of an 
ordinary passport would not.  Visas attached to diplomatic and official passports are normally 
issued free of charge.

Since 1999 a total of 224 officials of the Department have retired.  A breakdown of their 
grades is provided in the following table.
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Grade Numbers
Secretary General    2
Second Secretary    2
Deputy Secretary    6
Assistant Secretary   28
Counsellor/Principal Officer   29
First Secretary/Assistant Principal Officers   25
Higher Executive Officers and Executive Officers   20
Staff and Clerical Officers   81
Technical staff (Legal advisers, Aid specialists etc)    8
Support staff ( Services Officer, Cleaners)   23

Officers who retire and/or who no longer qualify to hold a diplomatic passport are required 
to surrender their diplomatic passport for cancellation.  A very small number of persons who 
were formerly employed by my Department currently hold diplomatic passports on the basis of 
their current status.  These are officials serving in other Government Departments, the EU or the 
UN, or accompanying diplomatic spouses.  I am informed that no retired officer outside these 
categories currently holds a valid diplomatic passport.  

Diplomatic officers in my Department travelling for non-official purposes (other than in 
the case of those posted abroad who are travelling to or from their country of accreditation) are 
expected to travel on a standard non-diplomatic passport for which they must apply and pay 
for on the same basis as any other citizen.   Retired officers wishing to travel abroad must do so 
using a standard non-diplomatic passport.

16/04/2013WRD04250Passport Application Numbers

16/04/2013WRD04300183. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living here in 2010, 2011 and 2012 in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16819/13]

16/04/2013WRD04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Passport Service technology system does not record “address” information in the structured 
format necessary to facilitate the production of management information in relation to place of 
residency, place of birth etc.  The availability of this information would require a fundamental 
redesign of the system, which could not be cost justified for this facility alone.  This matter will 
be addressed in the context of any major system changes which may emerge in the future.

2010 2011 2012
477,437 482,637 504,447

16/04/2013WRD04450Passport Application Numbers

16/04/2013WRD04500184. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Clare 2010, 2011 and 2012 in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16820/13]

16/04/2013WRD04600185. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Galway 2010, 2011 and 2012 
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in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16821/13]

16/04/2013WRD04700186. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Leitrim 2010, 2011 and 2012 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16822/13]

16/04/2013WRD04800187. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Roscommon 2010, 2011 and 
2012 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16823/13]

16/04/2013WRD04900188. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Sligo 2010, 2011 and 2012 in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16824/13]

16/04/2013WRD05000189. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Donegal 2010, 2011 and 2012 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16825/13]

16/04/2013WRD05100190. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of passports issued to persons living in County Mayo 2010, 2011 and 2012 in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16826/13]

16/04/2013WRD05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 184 to 190, inclusive, together.

The Passport Service technology system does not record “address” information in the struc-
tured format necessary to facilitate the production of management information in relation to 
place of residency, place of birth etc.

The availability of this information would require a fundamental redesign of the system, 
which could not be cost justified for this facility alone.  This matter will be addressed in the 
context of any major system changes which may emerge in the future.

Land Issues

16/04/2013WRE00200191. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the proposed displacement of the Masai tribes from 
their grazing lands in Tanzania; and if he raised concern with the UN that this appears to be 
proposed in order to accommodate unsustainable hunting tourism. [16883/13]

16/04/2013WRE00300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The issue of land rights for pastoralist communities in Tanzania such as the Maasai is com-
plex.  It is something I take very seriously.  Our Embassy in Tanzania, working with other EU 
Member States and UN agencies, is closely monitoring the situation and continues to raise the 
need for all parties, including the Government and the local community, to deal with the issue 
through open dialogue and constructive engagement.  Ireland has made a significant contribu-
tion to development and the fight against poverty in Tanzania.  In the past decade, Tanzania has 
recorded improvements in human development, as measured by the UN Human Development 
Index.  This progress, which has been made with Irish support and support from other donors, is 
a strong example of the success of international development assistance when delivered in part-
nership with a developing country Government.  However, positive development results and 
respect for human rights must go hand in hand.  Ireland remains strongly committed to helping 
build good governance and the rights of the most vulnerable in Tanzania and elsewhere, and this 
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will remain a clear priority of our development assistance programme.

Passport Applications

16/04/2013WRE00400192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if and when a passport will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16904/13]

16/04/2013WRE00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A 
passport was issued to the person in question on 5 April 2013.

International Summits

16/04/2013WRE00600193. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he and his Department have been liaising with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice regarding the upcoming G8 Summit taking place in June 2013 in County Fermanagh in 
Northern Ireland; if they have requested any assistance or help with the event taking place; if 
any actions by his Department will be taken as a result of the summit occurring in Northern 
Ireland; if there are any costs involved with any operations; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16945/13]

16/04/2013WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Con-
tacts with British counterparts continue across a broad range of themes in advance of the G8 
summit in Fermanagh, particularly in areas where the priorities for the Irish Presidency of the 
European Union overlap with the British Presidency of the G8, such as trade liberalisation and 
development co-operation.  These contacts will continue and intensify in the months ahead.  I 
am not in a position to comment on the issue of costs at this stage.  However, I would not expect 
significant costs to arise for my Department directly in relation to the G8 summit.

Passport Applications

16/04/2013WRE00800194. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
reasons for the delay in granting a passport to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 who has 
been granted Irish citizenship. [17000/13]

16/04/2013WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act 2008.  The issue of a 
passport is, therefore, the culmination of an important and legally binding process.  The checks 
and balances within the passport process embrace the standard principles that are provided for 
in the Act and help to ensure that the identity of the applicant is known and that the person in 
question is an Irish citizen.  This serves to maintain the worldwide good reputation and integrity 
of the Irish passport, which, in turn, ensures the safe travel and well-being of Irish citizens as 
they travel abroad.  Moreover, it helps to combat passport and identity fraud.  These documents 
confirm the details of a person’s birth name, date of birth and place of birth, all of which are 
critical components of a person’s identity.  These can also help to demonstrate a person’s en-
titlement to Irish citizenship and in the case of children, who their legal guardians are.  These 
documents confirm the details of a person’s birth name, date and place of birth, all of which 
are critical components of a person’s identity.  These can also help to demonstrate a person’s 
entitlement to Irish citizenship and in the case of children, who their legal guardians are.  The 
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Department received an application from the person in question on 14 September 2012.  It 
could not be finalised because he did not provide his civil birth certificate or his passport from 
his country of birth.  The Department wrote to him on 16 October 2012 requesting the necessary 
supporting document.  There is no record of a reply.

Northern Ireland Issues

16/04/2013WRE01000195. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the current situation regarding Marian Price; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17057/13]

16/04/2013WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
very aware of the case to which the Deputy refers.  My officials continue to monitor the case 
closely.  Genuine concerns have repeatedly been raised about several aspects of this case by 
Deputies.  I have raised and will continue to raise these concerns very frankly with the British 
Government.  The Parole Commissioners are currently still reviewing her case.  I understand 
that hearings have not yet been completed.  Their decision will issue in due course.

Trade Agreements

16/04/2013WRE01200196. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding talks between the EU and Australia on a trade deal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17217/13]

16/04/2013WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
EU and Australia are currently negotiating a Framework Agreement as the basis for their po-
litical and economic dialogue.  Negotiations on an EU-Australia Framework Agreement were 
launched in 2011.  The fourth round of negotiations took place in Canberra on 26 and 27 July 
2012.  This round enabled a number of issues to be solved and agreement to be reached on 
several articles.  The draft Framework Agreement deals with a range of political and economic 
issues and includes a specific chapter dedicated to co-operation on economic and trade matters.  
It is anticipated that negotiations may conclude by the end of 2013.

Foreign Conflicts

16/04/2013WRE01400197. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will meet the Colombian delegation visiting Dublin on 23 April in order to support-
ing the peace process in Colombia. [17484/13]

16/04/2013WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I 
strongly support the Colombian peace process.  I hope the negotiations that are under way will 
bring an end to the long conflict there, which has caused much suffering, and give the people of 
that country the peace and stability they deserve.  As my schedule for that day does not allow 
me to meet this delegation, I have asked senior officials from my Department to meet them and 
report back fully to me.

Property Taxation Collection
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16/04/2013WRE01600198. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the reason there is a €1 charge 
per instalment for those who want to pay the property tax in instalments in An Post; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16210/13]

16/04/2013WRE01700213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason a levy is being 
placed on property owners who are paying their property charges on a weekly basis and who 
have to pay €52 on top of the original charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17678/13]

16/04/2013WRE01800234. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out the detail and 
payment structure with regard to the payment of the local property tax by way of equal instal-
ments; specifically if he will provide dates on which payments will be deducted and details of 
the amounts that will be deducted according to each valuation band; and if additional fees and 
charges will be levied on this charge as a result of property owners opting for this method of 
payment. [16216/13]

16/04/2013WRE01900320. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is 
fair that an individual who, due to budgetary constraints, opts to pay the local property tax on 
a weekly basis through a cash payment in the post office is faced with a €52 service provider 
charge per annum as a result of the €1 service charge per transaction imposed by An Post; the 
way in which this annual service charge be justified in view of the fact that An Post is a semi 
State body and the other two private operators accepting payments are charging substantially 
less; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17170/13]

16/04/2013WRE02000359. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the charging mechanism and 
administrative costs of paying the property tax via instalments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17680/13]

16/04/2013WRE02100360. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the reoccurring administrative 
charges in any property tax payment methods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17681/13]

16/04/2013WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198, 
213, 234, 320, 359 and 360 together.

Section 119 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that the 
Local Property Tax (LPT) for 2013 is not payable until 1 July 2013.  The legislation also pro-
vides that property owners may choose to pay the tax for the current year in equal instalments 
over the period from 1 July 2013 to the end of December 2013.  The three phased payment 
options are deduction at source, direct debit, and payment by cash, credit or debit card through 
one of the approved payment service providers. The Revenue Commissioners advise that where 
a phased payment option is chosen, there is no additional administration or interest charge im-
posed by Revenue.  However, a transaction fee may be charged by financial institutions and by 
the service providers.

Instalment payments can be made by way of deduction at source from employment, occupa-
tional pension income or from certain payments made by the Departments of Social Protection 
and Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  The frequency of LPT deductions will depend on the 
frequency of salary or other payments made to the property owner by their employer, pension 
provider or Government Department.  There are no fees or charges associated with the deduc-
tion at source option.  Monthly phased payments can also be made by way of direct debit from 
the property owner’s current account in a bank and other financial institution including a credit 
union.  In these cases, the direct debit deductions will commence on 15 July 2013 and will be 
deducted on the 15th day of each month thereafter up to 15 December 2013.  Normal direct 
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debit fees charged by financial institutions apply to these payments.  Phased payments can also 
be made either in cash or by debit or credit card through one of the three approved payment 
service providers, which are An Post TaxPay, Payzone and Omnivend.  The appointed service 
providers have extensive nationwide outlets.  Payment of LPT can be made in full through these 
service providers or by phased payments on a weekly or monthly basis.  Charges are imposed 
by payment service providers on a per transaction basis.  I am advised that An Post levies a 
charge of €1 per transaction, while Omnivend charges a fee of 4% per transaction.  I under-
stand that Payzone will be introducing the following charges this week: 75 cent per transaction 
for payments up to €50, €1 per transaction for payments between €50.01 and €100 and €2 per 
transaction for payments over €100.

Concerns have been raised about customers who opt to pay LPT on a weekly basis through 
a cash payment in the post office being faced with transaction charges of €52 per annum as a 
result of the €1 service charge per transaction imposed by An Post.  While the Revenue Com-
missioners require any payment service provider to satisfy certain terms and conditions in order 
to be approved to provide the service, it is solely a matter for each provider, including An Post, 
to determine the rate of any transactional charge that may apply in the provision of this service.  
As I have indicated earlier, an alternative method of paying LPT on a phased basis, cost-free, is 
for the property owner to opt to have the tax deducted at source from employment, occupational 
pension income or from certain payments made by the Departments of Social Protection and 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The amount of each instalment payment that has to be made by the property owner will 
depend on the amount of LPT due that is associated with the particular valuation band that the 
owner’s property falls within.  It is also dependent on when the option is exercised.  In this re-
gard, to ensure the payment is spread over the full six months from July, paper returns should 
be filed on or before 7 May and online by 28 May.  Otherwise, the amount collected in each 
instalment may be higher.  The table that follows this reply sets out the weekly and monthly 
payments for 2013 for each valuation band, where a property is valued at less than €1 million 
and the returns are filed on time.  The amounts shown are exclusive of any fees imposed by 
payment service providers and financial institutions.  I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the payment method selected for 2013 will automatically apply for 2014 and 
subsequent years unless the property owner advises Revenue that he or she wished to select an 
alternative method.  I am satisfied that the range of payment options provides a great amount 
of flexibility in paying the tax and will allow liable persons to choose the option that suits their 
own particular circumstances.

Details of the amount of LPT that will be deducted according to each valuation band

Valuation 
Band 
Number

Valuation 
Band €

Mid-point 
of  Valuation 
Band €

LPT in 2013 
(half-year 
charge) €

Monthly 
Payment €

Weekly 
Payment €

01 0 to 100,000 50,000 45 7.50 1.73
02 100,001 to 

150,000
125,000 112 18.66 4.30

03 150,001 to 
200,000

175,000 157 26.16 6.03

04 200,001 to 
250,000

225,000 202 33.66 7.76

05 250,001 to 
300,000

275,000 247 41.16 9.50
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Valuation 
Band 
Number

Valuation 
Band €

Mid-point 
of  Valuation 
Band €

LPT in 2013 
(half-year 
charge) €

Monthly 
Payment €

Weekly 
Payment €

06 300,001 to 
350,000

325,000 292 48.66 11.23

07 350,001 to 
400,000

375,000 337 56.16 12.96

08 400,001 to 
450,000

425,000 382 63.66 14.69

09 450,001 to 
500,000

475,000 427 71.16 16.42

10 500,001 to 
550,000

525,000 472 78.66 18.15

11 550,001 to 
600,000

575,000 517 86.16 19.88

12 600,001 to 
650,000

625,000 562 93.66 21.61

13 650,001 to 
700,000

675,000 607 101.16 23.34

14 700,001 to 
750,000

725,000 652 108.66 25.07

15 750,001 to 
800,000

775,000 697 116.16 26.80

16 800,001 to 
850,000

825,000 742 123.66 28.53

17 850,001 to 
900,000

875,000 787 131.16 30.26

18 900,001 to 
950,000

925,000 832 138.66 32.00

19 950,001 to 
1,000,000

975,000 877 146.16 33.73

Property Taxation Application

16/04/2013WRE02300199. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
agreed between the Troika and the previous Government in respect of the creation of a property 
tax including the amount that was forecast to be collected by the previous administration in the 
first year of a property tax planned by them; the total number of houses that they had expected 
to levy; and the average amount that they planned to levy as a result. [16276/13]

16/04/2013WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EU-IMF Programme of Financial 
Support is subject to policy conditionality which is set out in programme documents - the Mem-
orandum of Understanding on Specific Economic Policy Conditionality, the Memorandum of 
Economic and Financial Policies and the Technical Memorandum of Understanding.  The con-
ditionality in these documents is subject to continuing assessment by the Irish Authorities and 
the EU, IMF, ECB (the Troika) to ensure the board programme objectives are met.  Such assess-
ment is undertaken at the quarterly reviews.  These review missions include discussions where 
programme commitments are updated and agreed after every mission.  The introduction of a 
property tax has been a condition of the Programme since it was first negotiated in November 
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2010 and has remained a condition following subsequent reviews.  All of the programme docu-
ments are available on my Department’s website.  The original Memorandum of Understand-
ing contained certain provisions regarding the safeguarding of the public finances.  However, 
it did not make specific reference to the amount to be collected by way of property tax or to 
the number of houses expected to be covered.  The Safeguarding Public Finances section of 
the document, which is available at www.finance.gov.ie/documents/publications/reports/2011/
euimfrevised.pdf, stated:

  21. To continue with the programme of fiscal consolidation, a comprehensive National Re-
covery Plan 2011-14 was approved by the Government and published on 24 November 2010.  
This Plan forms the basis for the 2011 budget consistent with fiscal consolidation measures 
amounting to €15 billion, a 9 percent of GDP budgetary correction over the period 2011–14.  
Having stabilised the deficit, albeit at a high level, the steps announced in the Plan will place 
the budget deficit-to-GDP ratio on a firm downward path.  While the debt-to-GDP ratio will 
remain at high levels for the next few years, it is projected to decline thereafter, underpinning 
debt sustainability.  We also propose to keep under review progress towards meeting the Sta-
bility and Growth Pact targets.

  22. Budget 2011 which will include adjustment measures of €6 billion, will be submitted to 
Dáil Éireann for passage on 7 December (prior action).  As set out in the National Recovery 
Plan, most of this adjustment will come from the expenditure side.  The capital budget will 
be reduced, partly through greater value for money in our infrastructure procurements.  On 
current expenditures, we are pursuing public service numbers reductions through natural at-
trition and voluntary schemes, adjustments in public service pensions, and further savings 
on social transfers (from reductions in working age payments, reductions in universal child 
benefit payments and other reforms).  Protecting the socially vulnerable at a time of difficult 
economic adjustment remains a central policy goal.  Current savings will also be realised 
from streamlining government programmes and through administrative efficiencies.  Should 
these savings or the expected numbers reductions not materialise, we reserve the option to 
take further measures.

  23. An income tax-led revenue package—sized at over €2 billion in a full year—will sup-
plement the above expenditure measures in 2011.  Over the past decade, the proportion of 
citizens exempt from income tax has risen to 45 percent and tax credits have doubled, result-
ing in a comparatively low burden of tax on ordinary incomes.  This is no longer sustainable.  
Accordingly, we are widening the tax base, by lowering income tax bands and credits by 10 
percent, and by reducing various pension-related tax reliefs.  We are also taking action on 
other tax expenditures, and distortions arising from the existence of multiple levies.

  24. To secure our fiscal targets, a number of fiscal measures have been identified for 2012–14.  
We will continue to rely on expenditure savings (€6.1 billion), led by current spending (€4.9 
billion), as outlined in the National Recovery Plan.  We are targeting further reductions in 
public sector numbers, social benefits and programme spending, and have anchored the pro-
spective savings by publishing multi-year expenditure ceilings by Vote Group through 2014.  
We are also planning to move towards full cost-recovery in the provision of water services 
and ensuring a greater student contribution towards tertiary education, while ensuring that 
lower-income groups remain supported.  In addition, we will accelerate the process of plac-
ing the pension systems on a path consistent with long-term sustainability of public finances.  
On the tax side, we will build on the base-broadening measures outlined above and establish 
a sound basis for sub-national finances through a new residential-property based site value 
tax.  The Finance Bill 2012 will contain necessary provisions to bring into effect the already 
signalled VAT increases in 2013 and 2014.

  25. We are preparing institutional reform of the budget system taking into account anticipated 
reforms of economic governance at the EU level.  A reformed Budget Formation Process will 
be put in place.  Furthermore, we will introduce a Fiscal Responsibility Law which will in-
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clude provision for a medium-term expenditure framework with binding multiannual ceilings 
on expenditure in each area by end-July 2011 (structural benchmark).  A Budget Advisory 
Council, to provide an independent assessment of the Government’s budgetary position and 
forecasts will also be introduced by end-June 2011 (structural benchmark).  These important 
reforms will enhance fiscal credibility and anchor long-term debt sustainability.

Employment Rights Issues

16/04/2013WRE02500200. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance the options open to a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork who has been unable to obtain their P45 from their former 
employer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16393/13]

16/04/2013WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that it is the responsibility of an employer to issue a P45 when an employee has ceased 
in employment.  Part 1 of the P45 is given to Revenue to notify that the employment has ceased.  
Parts 2, 3 and 4 are given to the employee to avoid paying emergency tax in a new employ-
ment, to claim a refund of tax during unemployment, and/or to claim Social Welfare benefits.  
If an employee does not get a P45 when leaving, he or she should ask the employer for one and 
repeat the request if necessary.  If the employer still fails to give the P45, the employee should 
notify his or her local Revenue office that he or she has failed, after several attempts, to get a 
P45 and Revenue will quickly take up the matter with the employer.  The taxpayer in question 
contacted Revenue on 8 April 2013 regarding his failure to obtain a P45.  The PAYE Compli-
ance Unit, Cork North West District, Revenue House, Blackpool, Cork is now dealing with 
this matter.  I understand that most such cases are resolved quickly following intervention by 
Revenue.  Where the problem persists, an employer who fails to issue a P45 may be subject to 
civil penalties under section 987 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 for breach of the PAYE 
regulations, or may be charged with a Revenue offence under section 1078 of the same Act for 
failing, without reasonable excuse, to issue a required certificate or notification.

Property Taxation Application

16/04/2013WRE02700201. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if a local authority will be 
liable to pay local property tax for the percentage of a residential property that it owns under the 
shared ownership scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16511/13]

16/04/2013WRE02800268. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if residents in shared own-
ership properties, which are part owned by local authorities, are subject to the local property 
tax; if he can clarify if the local authority is liable for the portion of the tax in proportion to it’s 
percentage ownership of the property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16510/13]

16/04/2013WRE02900269. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the value 
of properties held in shared ownership with local authorities will be valued for the purposes 
of the local property tax; if the portion that is owned by the local authority will be subject 
to the same rules that apply to social housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16512/13]

16/04/2013WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201, 
268 and 269 together.  

Section 7 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that local 
authorities will be liable to pay the Local Property Tax (LPT) on their properties in the same 
way as any other residential property owner, unless the properties in question are used to ac-
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commodate people with special housing needs such as the elderly or people with disabilities.  
I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that residential properties purchased under the 
various local authority shared ownership schemes will also be subject to LPT and that the liable 
person in these instances will be the purchaser.  This is on the basis that, under these schemes, 
the purchaser acquires a leasehold interest in the property for a period that exceeds 20 years.  
Such a purchaser is in the same position as a property owner who purchases a residential prop-
erty with a mortgage from a financial institution.  Accordingly, there is no reason such an indi-
vidual should not be liable for payment of the LPT on the property.  As in the case of any other 
liable person, the LPT is based on the “chargeable value” of the property, which is the price the 
unencumbered fee simple of the property might reasonably be expected to fetch on a sale in the 
open market were that property to be sold on the valuation date in such manner and subject to 
such conditions as might reasonably be calculated to obtain for the vendor the best price for the 
property.  As LPT is a self-assessed tax, it is a matter for the purchaser of the property under 
the shared ownership scheme to determine the appropriate valuation band for their residential 
property.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRE03100202. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding local property tax. [16586/13]

16/04/2013WRE03200366. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to the is-
sue raised by the resident association concerning the property tax for the Marino area of Dublin 
(details supplied) [17707/13]

16/04/2013WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202 
and 366 together.  

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be ad-
ministered, how a residential property is to be valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes 
and provides for the making of a Revenue Estimate.  I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that as LPT is a self-assessed tax, in the first instance it is a matter for the property 
owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the 
property.  I would like to clarify that the Revenue Commissioners will not be involved, as a 
matter of routine, in valuing individual properties.  As part of the general issue of Returns that 
commenced on 11 March 2013 and which is now almost complete, property owners received an 
information booklet and a Revenue Estimate of LPT.  The Revenue Estimate is not based on a 
valuation of each owner’s individual property nor should it be regarded as an accurate calcula-
tion of the amount of LPT they should pay.  Once the property owner meets his or her obliga-
tions by determining the valuation band for their property, submitting the Return and advising 
Revenue of his or her payment method within the relevant time limits, the Revenue Estimate of 
LPT notified to the owner is no longer relevant.  However, if the property owner considers that 
the amount shown on the Notice of Estimate accurately reflects his or her self-assessment, he 
or she should complete the Return on that basis, select a payment option and submit the Return.

I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the valuation guidance developed 
by the Commissioners and which is now available on their website, is designed to help property 
owners in self-assessing the market value of their property by giving them average, indicative 
values for their area.  This guidance should not be used in isolation but together with other 
sources of information and the property owner’s knowledge of their neighbourhood and their 
own property.  Other useful sources include the publicly available property price register pro-
duced by the Property Services Regulatory Authority, the property section of local newspapers, 
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information from local estate agents and property websites.  As I have previously advised the 
House, where the Revenue guidance is used in an honest manner, the property valuation made 
by a property owner will not be challenged by Revenue in accordance with its normal Customer 
Service Charter.  Finally, I have been advised by the Revenue Commissioners that as the issues 
raised are specific to the members of the particular Residents Association, Revenue will cor-
respond directly with the Association to address these issues.  The Commissioners also advise 
that they will send you a copy of any reply that they issue to the Association.

Credit Availability

16/04/2013WRE03400203. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the banks 
are making adequate credit available to small and medium sized businesses; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16749/13]

16/04/2013WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government recognises that SMEs 
are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a vital role in the recovery of employment 
growth in our country.  One of the key priorities of the Programme for Government is to ensure 
an adequate pool of credit is available to fund SMEs in the real economy during the restructur-
ing and downsizing programme.  The Government has imposed SME lending targets on the 
two domestic pillar banks for the three calendar years, 2011 to 2013.  Each bank was required 
to sanction lending of at least €3 billion in 2011, €3.5 billion in 2012 and €4 billion in 2013 for 
new or increased credit facilities to SMEs.  The Credit Reviewer, Mr John Trethowan, said in 
his most recent quarterly report that “both banks have achieved their €3.5bn SME loan sanction 
targets” and that “over €8bn was sanctioned in 2012; of which approx. €2.5bn (27%) is new 
lending drawn down”.  According to the Credit Review Office, the balance of the sanctioned 
lending represented restructured or refinanced credit to SMEs. The Credit Review Office in the 
past has noted that this is important in terms of sustaining the businesses and the associated 
jobs.

In addition to the lending targets imposed on the banks, the pillar banks are required to 
submit their lending plans to the Department and the Credit Review Office (CRO) at the begin-
ning of each year, outlining how they intend to achieve their lending targets.  The banks have 
submitted their lending plans for 2013 to my Department.  My Department, in conjunction with 
the CRO, has analysed the plans and has met the banks to discuss them. The banks also meet 
the Department of Finance and the CRO on a quarterly basis to discuss progress.  The monthly 
management meetings with the pillar banks also provide a forum for the issue of SME lend-
ing to be raised by the Department.  My officials and I will engage robustly with the banks to 
ensure they meet their 2013 targets.  It is important to note that the targets for 2013 represent 
an increase of 33% over the 2011 targets.  My Department’s review of 2012 is available at 
www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=7609&CatID=45&StartDate=01+January+2013.  
It contains details of some of the actions taken in 2012 including demand surveys, ongoing 
consultation with the SME sector, initiatives with the banks, the Credit Review Office review 
and increase of its resources and NPRF funds for the SME sector.  Another demand survey is 
currently being conducted by Red C on behalf of the Department. 

Access to Finance for SMEs is a key aspect of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013. It is the Gov-
ernment’s vision that all viable businesses operating in Ireland should have the opportunity to 
access sufficient finance to meet their enterprise needs in a manner that supports growth and 
employment in the economy.  The SME State Bodies Group was established in 2012 to both 
develop key policy initiatives to support SME access to credit and other forms of finance, and 
to ensure their implementation. It will continue in 2013 to engage intensively in proactively 
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addressing issues associated with SME funding and financing in conjunction with the relevant 
stakeholders through the SME Funding Consultation Committee. My officials also meet fre-
quently with additional stakeholders who wish to contribute to policy development in relation 
to access to finance.

The Government has taken a number of actions, particularly where SMEs have been refused 
credit, to improve the situation in relation to credit availability to SMEs.  The Temporary Partial 
Credit Guarantee scheme addresses the situation where the SME is outside the risk appetite 
of the banks.  This can arise because the SME’s lack of collateral or the banks’ lack of under-
standing of the business model, the market, the sector or the technology.  The three main SME 
lenders are all participating in the Guarantee scheme.  The Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme 
will provide loans of up to €25k to start-up, newly established, or growing microenterprises 
employing less than 10 people, who have commercially viable proposals that do not meet the 
conventional risk criteria applied by banks.  One of the most powerful ways of ensuring the 
pillar banks provide credit to viable SMEs is through access to the Credit Review process.  I 
would strongly advise anyone who has been refused credit to avail of the services of the Credit 
Review Office.

Credit Availability

16/04/2013WRE03600204. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance his views on banks engaging 
in constructive refusal of credit for small businesses by means of not replying to requests for 
credit; his views on whether this is a significant hindrance to job creation; and the measures 
he is taking to ensure that banks are not engaging in constructive refusal of credit. [16846/13]

16/04/2013WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of constructive refusals of 
credit is dealt with in Statutory Instrument 127 of 2010 which contains guidelines relating to 
the Credit Review Office.  Paragraphs 5 and 6 provide:

5. Where a decision on an application for a credit facility is not given by the participating 
institution within 15 working days, this shall be regarded as constructive refusal and the bor-
rower may apply for review to the Credit Reviewer.

6. Where a borrower considers that the terms or conditions attached to a credit facility or its 
price are so onerous as to amount to a constructive refusal, the borrower is entitled to apply for 
a review. The Credit Reviewer shall issue guidance on the reasonableness of terms, conditions 
and pricing.

One of the most powerful ways of ensuring the pillar banks provide credit to viable SMEs is 
through access to the Credit Review process.  I would strongly advise anyone who has been re-
fused credit, whether by constructive refusal or otherwise, to avail of the services of the Credit 
Review Office.

Credit Availability

16/04/2013WRE03800205. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabular 
form, figures from the last year for which they are available for the total number of loan appli-
cations made by small and medium enterprises to each Irish financial institution; the number of 
loan applications from small businesses which were refused by each Irish financial institution; 
the number of loan applications which were approved by each Irish financial institution, and 
the number of loan applications which did not get to a stage where they were either approved 
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or refused at each Irish financial institution. [16847/13]

16/04/2013WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department only receives the fig-
ures requested from the pillar banks.  Bank of Ireland has submitted the following information 
on credit applications: some 55,741 applications were received in 2012, some 47,531 applica-
tions were approved in 2012, and some 8,210 applications were declined in 2012.  The bank 
has also informed me that less than 1% of applications were pending decision at year end and 
these are included in the declined number.  Allied Irish Bank has submitted the following infor-
mation on credit applications: some 34,254 applications were received in 2012, some 31,527 
applications were approved in 2012, and some 2,727 applications were declined in 2012.  The 
AIB figures only refer to completed applications and do not include pending applications, the 
numbers of which would vary from time to time.  In addition, the Department of Finance credit 
demand survey conducted by Red C provides information on the outcome of credit applications 
by the firms surveyed.  The survey covers the period from April to September 2012 and showed 
that 56% of applications were approved in full, 4% partially approved, 21% were still pending 
and 19% were refused.  When the pending applications are excluded, this gives 76% approved 
in full or partially and 24% refused.  Red C is currently conducting another survey on behalf of 
my Department which will cover the period from October 2012 to March 2013.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRE04000206. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if a waiver or reduction in the 
amount of the household tax will be made available to senior citizens, particularly those with a 
disability as many senior citizens in this category do not have the resources to meet additional 
household payments; his plans to introduce or consider introducing a waiver or reduction for 
senior citizens and or senior citizens with a disability; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16884/13]

16/04/2013WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While there is no specific exemption 
from or reduction in the charge to Local Property Tax (LPT) for senior citizens or senior citi-
zens with a disability, the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) contains certain 
provisions that may be relevant, depending on the particular circumstances involved.  For indi-
viduals on low incomes or those whose only income source is from the Department of Social 
Protection, the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 provides for the possibility of deferring 
the charge to LPT in certain cases.  A system of deferral arrangements for owner-occupiers is 
available where there is an inability to pay the tax and certain specified conditions are met.  A 
person who qualifies for full deferral can opt to defer 100% of the LPT liability.  A person who 
qualifies for partial deferral can opt to defer 50% of the liability and must pay the balance of 
LPT.  The deferral arrangements available under the legislation are as follows:

Condition Number Condition 
Full Deferral 1 Gross income for the year is unlikely to 

exceed €15,000 (single or widow/er) and 
€25,000 (couple)

Full Deferral 2 Gross income for the year is unlikely to exceed 
the adjusted income limit. This adjusted income 
limit is calculated by increasing the thresholds 
of €15,000 (single or widow/er) and €25,000 
(couple) by 80% of the expected mortgage inter-
est payments for the year 2013. This applies 
until 31 December 2017.
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Condition Number Condition 
Partial Deferral 3 Gross income for the year is unlikely to 

exceed €25,000 (single or widow/er) and 
€35,000 (couple).

Partial Deferral 4 Gross income for the year is unlikely to exceed 
the adjusted income limit. This adjusted income 
limit is calculated by increasing the thresholds 
of €25,000 (single or widow/er) and €35,000 
(couple) by 80% of the expected mortgage 
interest payments for the year 2013. This 
applies until 31 December 2017.

In all cases, interest will be charged on LPT amounts deferred at a rate of 4% per annum.  
The deferred amount, including interest, will attach to the property and will have to be paid 
before the property is sold or transferred.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, 
for those who do not qualify for deferral of the tax, there is a wide range of payment options 
available to liable persons, which will allow them to pay their LPT liability in full or to pay 
the tax for 2013 in equal instalments over the period 1 July 2013 to end December 2013.  As 
regards exemption for disabilities, an exemption from the charge to LPT will apply to a resi-
dential property purchased, built or adapted to make it suitable for occupation by a permanently 
and totally incapacitated individual as their sole or main residence, where an award has been 
made by the Personal Injuries Assessment Board or a court, or where a trust has been estab-
lished, specifically for the benefit of such individuals.  In the case of adaptations to a property, 
the exemption will only apply where the cost of the adaptations exceeds 25% of the chargeable 
value of the property before it is adapted.  The exemption ends if the property is sold and the 
incapacitated individual no longer occupies it as his or her sole or main residence.  Provision is 
also made in the legislation for a reduction in the market value of a residential property that has 
been adapted for occupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-aided 
by a local authority.  The reduction is limited to the lesser of the market value attributable to 
the adaptation work carried out on the property and the maximum grant payable under the rel-
evant local authority scheme.  The relief ends on the sale or transfer of a property that has been 
adapted, unless the person with the disability continues to reside in the property.  Furthermore, 
the impact of specific adaptations on a property can be to decrease the value which may in turn 
impact on the LPT liability.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that details of the 
existing exemptions are available on Revenue’s website, www.revenue.ie, where the Commis-
sioners have recently published a useful Guide to Local Property Tax.  I have no plans to extend 
the exemptions and reliefs from Local Property Tax currently provided in the legislation.

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRE04200207. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Finance when a property falls within 
valuation band number one but in terms of both comfort and cost is well below the standard of 
the mid-point valuation pertaining to that relevant scale, if he will confirm if it is right that a per-
son with very limited means living in such a property would be compelled to pay the property 
tax; his views on whether properties which are valued below the €50,000 mid point valuation 
should be exempt from the charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17227/13]

16/04/2013WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered.  The Local Property Tax (LPT) is 
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a market value based self-assessed charge.  It is based on bands of €50,000 in width for proper-
ties valued between €100,001 and €1,000,000.  The amount payable is determined by the mid-
point of the relevant band.  For properties valued at €100,000 and under, the amount payable 
will be determined by the mid point of that band, that is, €50,000.  The tax will be 0.18% of the 
mid point figure in each band up to €1,000.000.  Properties valued under €50,000 will be liable 
to LPT at the rate of 0.18% of €50,000, which will be represented by a charge of €90 in a full 
year, and €45 for the half year to be charged in 2013.  Both Commissions on Taxation (2009 
and 1982) recommended the grouping of values into broad bands, as did the Inter-Departmental 
Expert Group on the Design of a property tax, known as the Thornhill group.  The Government 
accepted the recommendation of the Thornhill group for a market value based system of self-
assessment involving bands of €50,000 in width for properties valued between €100,001 and 
€1,000,000, and a basic charge determined by applying the tax rate to the midpoint value of 
€50,000 for properties valued at less than €100,000. 

In assessing the appropriate market value bands, the Thornhill Group drew on the work 
undertaken for it by the ESRI and that carried out in the Department of Finance.  The ESRI’s 
work suggests that some 90% of properties are currently valued at €300,000 or less.  In mak-
ing its decision, the Thornhill Group also had reference to work carried out by the Depart-
ment of Finance, showing that the majority of properties (60%) fell within a valuation range of 
€100,000 to €200,000.  The use of bands allows property owners to place their properties in an 
appropriate valuation band with reasonable confidence, without potentially being exposed to 
disproportionate risks if they incorrectly self-assess the value of their property, and makes the 
valuation process as effective and unproblematic as possible for owners.  Grouping all except 
the most expensive properties into valuation bands will ease valuation challenges for liable per-
sons.  The Government decided that a universal liability to the LPT should apply to all owners 
of residential property with a limited number of exemptions.  Limiting the exemptions available 
allows the rate to be kept low for those liable persons who do not qualify for an exemption.  
There are no plans to exempt properties valued at under €50,000 from the LPT.  A person with 
limited means may be in a position, depending on circumstances, to defer payment of the tax.  
The deferral provisions contained in the legislation are targeted at cases of needs and better ad-
dress need than a blanket exemption for all properties valued at €50,000 or under.

Building Regulations Application

16/04/2013WRE04400208. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter re-
garding compliance with building regulations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17406/13]

16/04/2013WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out in detail how the tax is to be administered and provides how a resi-
dential property is to be valued for LPT purposes.  I am advised by the Revenue Commission-
ers that Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessment tax so in the first instance it is a matter 
for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market 
value of the property.  While there is no specific exemption available for a property that has 
been declared to be non-compliant with building regulations, it will be a matter for the property 
owner to decide whether non-compliance with building regulations has a material impact on 
the value of the property, and if so, to what extent.  The Revenue Commissioners have prepared 
valuation guidance which, together with a liable person’s own knowledge of their property, will 
assist them in choosing the correct valuation band for their property.  One of the advantages of 
the banding system of values provided for in the legislation is to remove the need for precision 
in relation to the market value, except for properties worth over €1 million.  As I have stated 
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before in the House, where Revenue’s guidance is used honestly the property valuation will not 
be challenged by Revenue, in accordance with their normal Customer Service Charter.

Employment Rights Issues

16/04/2013WRE04600209. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will re-examine the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford with respect to the failure of a previous em-
ployer to provide a P45.  [17612/13]

16/04/2013WRE04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a letter issued on 12 April 2013 to the previous employer of the person in question, 
requesting a P45.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRF00200210. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are any property tax 
exemptions for families whose homes were damaged during the construction of the Dublin Port 
Tunnel. [17614/13]

16/04/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Damage to homes during the construc-
tion of the Dublin Port Tunnel is not relevant in determining liability to Local Property Tax 
(LPT).    Accordingly, whilst those whose homes were damaged during the works may be ex-
empt from LPT for another reason, or may be entitled to avail of a deferral arrangement under 
the provisions contained in the legislation, there is no specific exemption in this instance.  I 
have no plans to introduce such an exemption.   The Government decided that a universal li-
ability to the Local Property Tax (LPT) should apply to all owners of residential property with 
a limited number of exemptions.  Limiting the exemptions available allows the rate to be kept 
low for those liable persons who do not qualify for an exemption.

Illicit Trade in Tobacco

16/04/2013WRF00400211. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to 
address the ongoing problem of the illegal smuggling of cigarettes in view of the impact of this 
illicit trade on retailers in Fingal and across the country; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17640/13]

16/04/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that combatting the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a very high priority 
for them. The Commissioners’ “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco Trade (2011-2013)”, 
which is published on the Revenue website (www.revenue.ie), includes a wide range of mea-
sures designed to target those engaged in the supply and sale of illicit tobacco products and 
very significant resources are being devoted to this issue in 2013.  This multi-faceted strategy 
includes:

- the ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem 

- developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis

- the ongoing review of operational policies by a high-level group within Revenue that is 
chaired by one of the Commissioners
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- the development of analytics and detection technologies and

- the optimum deployment of resources at both point of importation and within the country 
to intercept and seize contraband products and to prosecute those involved.

As regards Dublin, Revenue actively monitors the illegal tobacco trade and has identified 
certain areas as particular black spots for the sale of illicit tobacco products.  Revenue is cur-
rently engaged in an ongoing range of measures targeting those involved. Officers routinely 
conduct high visibility patrols aimed at disrupting the sale and supply of tobacco products in 
areas in question.   In November 2012, Revenue increased the number of patrols in the areas 
concerned.  Revenue’s presence in these areas has also been bolstered by the deployment of 
both the tobacco dog unit and marked vehicles during certain targeted operations.  In 2012, 5 
cases were referred for prosecution in relation to illegal trading in tobacco products in the city 
centre.  Revenue expects a number of further prosecutions for such cases to come before the 
courts in 2013.

Moreover, in tandem with ongoing high visibility patrols of the area, Revenue personnel are 
actively engaged in covert surveillance and test purchasing for the purpose of   gathering intel-
ligence with a view to identifying and prosecuting the suppliers of illicit tobacco products in the 
areas concerned. A recent example of such a successful intelligence-driven operation involved 
officers from Revenue’s Customs Service at Dublin Port seizing some 713,000 cigarettes, with 
an estimated retail value of €314,575 and a potential loss to the Exchequer of €253,257, from a 
lock up garage in the Dublin North City area. 

In the particular context of the Dublin Fingal area, I am advised by the Commissioners that 
their officers will be conducting a number of operations in the coming months specifically tar-
geted at market selling. Revenue has built close links with business interest groups representing 
retailers with a view to identifying specific locations (including locations within Fingal) where 
there has been an appreciable fall off in the sale of tobacco and cigarettes and then targeting 
operations to identify the illegal sale of tobacco and cigarettes in those areas.

At a national level, interception of illicit tobacco products is achieved through a combina-
tion of risk analysis, profiling, intelligence and the screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and 
postal packages. Revenue officers also target the illicit trade at the post-importation level by 
carrying out intelligence-based operations and random checks at retail outlets, markets and pri-
vate and commercial premises.

Revenue works in close cooperation with other relevant agencies, both nationally and inter-
nationally. There is extensive cooperation between Revenue and An Garda Síochána. The rele-
vant agencies in the State and in Northern Ireland work closely together, through a cross-border 
group on tobacco enforcement, to combat the organized crime groups that are responsible for 
a large proportion of the illegal tobacco market. In addition, cooperation takes place with other 
Revenue administrations and with the European Anti-Fraud Office, OLAF, in the ongoing ef-
forts to tackle the illicit trade in tobacco products at international level.

Considerable success has been achieved by Revenue in combatting the illegal trade. Details 
of the quantities of cigarettes seized each year since 2005 are set out in the following table.

Year Quantity of Cigarettes sized (millions)
2005 51.3
2006 52.3
2007 74.5
2008 135.2
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Year Quantity of Cigarettes sized (millions)
2009 218.5
2010 178.4
2011 109.1
2012 95.6

The quantity of cigarettes seized in a given year can be influenced significantly by the occur-
rence of a particularly large seizure or seizures. For example, the quantity of cigarettes seized 
in 2009 includes one exceptional   seizure of some 120 million cigarettes that were uncovered 
on a vessel at Greenore, Co. Louth. 

Moreover, the Revenue Commissioners have had considerable success in detecting and pros-
ecuting persons involved in the illicit trade. For example, in 2012, there were 57 convictions for 
tobacco smuggling, resulting in 26 custodial sentences being handed down by the Courts (of 
which 7 were suspended) as well as fines totalling €93,550. In addition, there were a further 75 
convictions connected with the sale or keeping for sale of unstamped tobacco products, result-
ing in 21 custodial sentences (14 of which were suspended) as well as fines of €153,050. 

Revenue is committed to ensuring that the highest possible levels of seizures of illicit prod-
ucts are achieved on an ongoing basis, and that those responsible for the smuggling, supply or 
selling of illicit products are prosecuted, and will ensure that this work continues to have the 
high priority that has been accorded to it to date.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRF00600212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if a house has been un-
lived in for five years or more is it exempt from the property tax; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17677/13]

16/04/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out when the charge to Local Property Tax (LPT) applies.  A liability 
for LPT will arise where a person owns a residential property which is in use, or is suitable for 
use as a dwelling, on the liability date which is 1 May 2013 for the year 2013.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the charge to LPT arises whether the 
residential property in question is occupied or unoccupied.

  Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 198.

Disabled Drivers Grant Applications

16/04/2013WRF00800214. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding an applica-
tion for review of primary medical certificate application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Limerick.  [17712/13]

16/04/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The disability criteria for eligibility 
for tax concessions under the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Scheme are set out in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regula-
tions 1994. To get the Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be severely and perma-
nently disabled and satisfy one of the following conditions:  
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a) be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

b) be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

c) be without both hands or without both arms;

d) be without one or both legs;

e) be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

f) have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs. 

The initial application for a Primary Medical Certificate under the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994, is made to the Senior Medical Of-
ficer of the relevant local Health Service Executive administrative area. 

If the Primary Medical Certificate is refused, the person may appeal the refusal to the Dis-
abled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, National Rehabilitation Hospital, Rochestown Avenue, 
Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 

I understand the person appealed the decision of the Senior Medical Officer not to grant a 
Primary Medical Certificate and the appeal was subsequently refused by the Medical Board of 
Appeal. If the person wishes to apply again for a Primary Medical Certificate, the application 
to the Senior Medical Officer must be accompanied by a medical certificate from a registered 
medical practitioner indicating that the practitioner has formed the opinion that the medical 
condition of the person concerned has materially deteriorated since the previous application.

I would point out that the Medical Board of Appeal is independent in the exercise of its 
functions.

Credit Unions Liabilities

16/04/2013WRF01000215. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the supports available to credit 
unions that invested in good faith in Anglo Irish Bank, latterly Irish Bank Resolution Corpora-
tion and who now owing to the liquidation process invoked, have lost the money invested; if he 
intends to intervene on their behalf; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15976/13]

16/04/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): These investments by credit unions re-
ferred to in the question had a structured deposit element which is covered by the Deposit 
Guarantee Scheme (DGS) for the first €100,000. However, at the time credit unions purchased 
this product there was no additional guarantee by the State and as such they are ranked as un-
secured creditors in the IBRC liquidation process.  Credit unions, as part of their regulatory re-
quirements, are required to maintain realised reserves for the purpose of absorbing unexpected 
losses, including from unguaranteed losses.  This should be the first line of defence in such 
circumstances. Officials from my Department have met with credit union representatives on 
this matter and the credit unions affected have been advised to deal with the Special Liquidator.

Property Taxation Collection
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16/04/2013WRF01200216. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the 
Sheriff’s Office can effect entry into a persons home to collect the value of unpaid local property 
tax even if the person is not at home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16045/13]

16/04/2013WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 has introduced provisions making owners of residential property liable for payment of 
Local Property Tax (LPT). The Government has assigned responsibility to the Revenue Com-
missioners for all aspects of the administration of LPT including where necessary collection 
enforcement against individuals who choose not to pay.  It is important to note that LPT has 
been designed as a tax that is easy to pay but difficult to avoid and a range of payment options 
has been made available for liable owners.  Also, certain properties are exempt from LPT and 
a system of deferral arrangements is available where there is inability to pay and certain speci-
fied conditions are met.  All of these details are set out in Revenue’s information booklet ‘Your 
Guide to Local Property Tax’.

Where there is non-engagement by liable owners, Revenue will take the necessary measures 
to ensure compliance with the law.  Revenue has a range of options available in this regard and 
will, in line with standard collection enforcement procedure take the appropriate measures that 
are considered necessary to pursue full compliance as effectively as possible. In this regard, 
Revenue will deduct LPT at source from non-compliers where possible. This will prevent ar-
rears building up.

Referral of unpaid LPT liabilities to the Sheriff is one such option that is available to Rev-
enue.  Such referrals will only be made where the liable person has not paid the tax by the due 
date and has not positively engaged with Revenue in regard to the outstanding debt.  The execu-
tion of certificates issued by Revenue to Sheriffs in respect of unpaid tax debts (including LPT) 
is governed by the general law, which applies to the collection of civil debt of all kinds.  Sheriffs 
operate independently of Revenue and are Officers of the Court, who hold office under section 
12 of the Court Officers Act, 1945. A Sheriff’s debt collection activities, including seizure pro-
cedures, are governed by the Enforcement of Court Orders Act, 1926 as amended, which allows 
that where necessary the Sheriff may enter any dwelling house or other building for the purpose 
of seizing goods, that are not exempt under the Act, in execution of a warrant. However, it 
should be noted that the Sheriff will only commence seizure proceedings as a last resort where 
there is no positive engagement by the liable person. In circumstances where there is positive 
engagement by the liable person the Sheriff will work to agree an alternative arrangement.

Mortgage Resolution Processes

16/04/2013WRF01400217. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of the rules that apply to the split mortgage arrangements, including details of the maximum 
percentage of the mortgage that can be parked; the eligibility criteria; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16071/13]

16/04/2013WRF01500308. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in detail 
the requirements on banks to facilitate distressed mortgage holders who need to renegotiate 
their current repayment arrangements with their lenders; if he will provide greater detail on the 
warehousing option; if he will confirm if it is his policy to allow banks to charge interest on the 
warehoused portion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17005/13]

16/04/2013WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 217 
and 308 together.
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On 13 March 2013 the Central Bank announced new measures to address mortgage arrears, 
including the publication of performance targets for the main mortgage banks.  

Performance targets have been set for:

- ACC;

- AIB;

- Bank of Ireland; 

- KBC Bank Ireland;

- Permanent TSB; and 

- Ulster Bank. 

The specific targets which have been set by the Central Bank, require banks to systemati-
cally work through their mortgage book to offer durable solutions to mortgage holders covering 
arrears cases that are 90 days or more overdue.  

The Central Bank’s targets stipulate that:

- By end June 2013, the banks should have proposed sustainable mortgage solutions for 
20% of mortgage loans that are over 90 days in arrears, and

- By end September 2013, 30%, and

- By the end of 2013, 50%.

The Central Bank will also, over the coming period, set targets for the conclusion of durable 
solutions and for the sustainability of such solutions.  The targets should provide a better mea-
sure of progress on a more consistent basis and promote a movement away from ‘temporary’ 
forbearance measures which are not sustainable in the long term. In addition the banks will also 
be set specific, non-public, targets, principally in relation to handling of early arrears cases. 
The Central Bank is working with individual institutions to incorporate these measures which 
will be set in line with each institution’s capacity, processes and systems. These targets will be 
adjusted quarterly to ensure they are ambitious. 

The banks will be required to publish their performance against the targets and make quar-
terly reports to the Central Bank.  The Central Bank will consider each bank’s performance 
against the targets, including assessing whether the modifications provided are in fact sustain-
able solutions.

The split mortgage is one of a number of arrangements suggested by the Inter-Departmental 
Mortgage Arrears Working Group Report (the Keane Report).  The Central Bank of Ireland has 
informed me that the majority of lenders have introduced, or are in the process of introducing, 
a split mortgage arrangement.  The concept involves splitting a distressed mortgage into an af-
fordable mortgage and warehousing the balance. While lenders have taken the broad approach 
set out in the Keane report, the product details vary from lender to lender. The most notable 
difference involves the interest rate charged on the warehoused element of the split mortgage 
varying from 0% up to the full mortgage interest rate. Also, the maximum amount that can be 
warehoused is dependent on each lender’s own internal criteria. The split mortgage, like all 
other forbearance and modification arrangements, is based on affordability and sustainability of 
the arrangement from both the borrower and the lender’s perspective. 
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Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRF01700218. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views with the level of 
information on the property tax form relating to payment options; his views on the fact that 
while the information surrounding option five cash payments is clear, there is no option to make 
payment in full by cash; the reason there is no reference made to An Post as a payment service 
provider; his views on whether this information is clear for the elderly or those without Internet 
access who are most likely to use An Post to make their payments and who are referred to the 
Revenue website to find information on the service providers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [16120/13]

16/04/2013WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a wide range of payment options have been made available to liable persons, 
which will allow them to pay their Local Property Tax (LPT) liability for 2013 in full or by way 
of phased payments between July and December 2013.  This range of options available means 
that property owners can choose a method of payment that suits their particular circumstances.  
For those wishing to pay in cash, they can pay weekly, monthly or they can pay the charge in a 
single payment, using one of three approved payment service providers, who are An Post Tax-
Pay, Payzone and Omnivend.

I am further informed that the LPT booklet that issued to all property owners along with the 
recent general issue of LPT Returns includes detailed guidance on each payment option and sets 
out what steps the property owner must take when making payments.  I understand that the LPT 
booklet explains at page 7 that cash payments can be made in full.

The Revenue Commissioners also advise that although the paper LPT Return form only pro-
vides the option to pay LPT by cash in weekly or monthly instalments, liable persons wishing to 
pay their LPT liability in cash, should choose either the weekly or monthly option on the LPT 
Return, even where they intend to make one lump sum payment in cash.  This way the Revenue 
Commissioners, when processing the LPT Return, will be made aware of the owner’s payment 
preference.  I am further advised that where a liable person wishes to pay their LPT in full us-
ing cash, all payment service providers have been informed to accept the lump sum payment 
and I understand that some property owners have already paid in full using cash via An Post.  
Although the option to pay in full by cash is not included on the LPT Return, I am satisfied that 
this should not impede a property owner who wishes to pay their LPT charge this way and liable 
persons are already doing so.

I am further advised by the Commissioners that it was not possible to include the names of 
the three payment service providers on the LPT Return or in the booklet, as negotiations with 
these service providers were still ongoing when these documents were being produced.  When 
the negotiations were successfully completed, Revenue published the names of the three pay-
ment service providers on the Revenue website.  In addition, Revenue has also been working 
closely with the Citizens Information Service to optimise the opportunities for property owners, 
particularly the elderly and those without internet access, to obtain advice on LPT (including 
the names of the payment service providers) and assistance in completing their LPT Return.  In 
addition, Revenue had a number of meetings, in advance of the general issue of Returns, with 
organisations representing Older Persons, where the question of whether An Post would accept 
LPT payments was discussed and clarified.  Furthermore, Revenue has sought to use all op-
portunities in interviews with various sections of the media to advise property owners of where 
they could pay their LPT in cash.

Finally, I am satisfied that the Revenue Commissioners have put a significant amount of 
information into the public domain on payment options and both the LPT Return and booklet 
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covers this in some detail.  It is also open to any property owner who has a query on any aspect 
of the various payment options to call Revenue’s dedicated LPT Helpline on 1890 200255.

Banks Recapitalisation

16/04/2013WRF01900219. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an assess-
ment of the overall cost to the State of the bailout of Permanent TSB; if senior bondholders had 
been wiped out in March 2011. [16124/13]

16/04/2013WRF02000220. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an assess-
ment of the overall cost to the State of the bailout of Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide 
Building Society; if senior bondholders had been wiped out in March 2011.  [16122/13]

16/04/2013WRF02100221. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an assess-
ment of the overall cost to the State of the bailout of Allied Irish Banks and the Educational 
Building Society; if senior bondholders had been wiped out in March 2011.  [16123/13]

16/04/2013WRF02200250. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 179, 180, 188 and 227 of 26 March 2013, to which he, in part, responded that the 
Eurogroup advised against this proposal, but it recognised that fiscal measures such as taxes and 
levies are matters for individual member states, whether in a programme of assistance or not, 
if he will provide an assessment of the benefit that would have flowed to the State if a 99% tax 
or levy had been imposed on senior unguaranteed bondholders in Anglo Irish Bank and Irish 
Nationwide Building Society from March 2011.  [16361/13]

16/04/2013WRF02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 219 to 221, inclusive, and 250 together.

The Deputy will be aware that when this Government took office it attempted to enforce 
burden sharing with senior unguaranteed bondholders in particular institutions that were no lon-
ger core elements of the Irish financial system. Intensive discussions were held with our Euro-
pean partners and particularly President Trichet of the ECB in the run-up to the announcement 
of our stress tests on 31st March 2011. At that time the President believed that such action was 
not in the interests of Ireland or the Euro Area. This matter was discussed again with President 
Trichet on a number of occasions including the Ecofin meeting in Poland in September 2011.

The Central Bank of Ireland has advised me that as of 18th February 2011, the total unguar-
anteed senior debt issued by the covered institutions was €36,452m of which €20,039m was 
unguaranteed senior secured and €16,413m was unguaranteed senior unsecured (This informa-
tion was published to the Central Bank of Ireland website in April 2011).

Within these figures, the amount outstanding at Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide 
combined was €3,748m (unguaranteed senior unsecured), while there was no senior unguar-
anteed secured notes in issue.  As the Deputy is aware, burden sharing was thus restricted to 
junior debt, which over the course of the crisis contributed over €15bn in capital to the Covered 
Institutions.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRF02400222. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if property tax is due on houses 
that are being constructed or have been constructed on a person’s own land, and have not yet 
been occupied; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16144/13]
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16/04/2013WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered.  In the first instance, a liability for 
Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a person owns a residential property which is in use, 
or is suitable for use as a dwelling, on the liability date which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 
2013.  Where construction of a house is not completed until after 1 May 2013, the residential 
property will not be liable for LPT until 2017.  However, where a house was constructed before 
1 May 2013, it will be subject to LPT whether or not it is occupied.  Under the 2012 Act, such 
a property may qualify for an exemption from LPT where the house has been constructed for 
a first time buyer during 2013 and they occupy the house as their sole or main residence.  The 
exemption will apply until the end of 2016. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that as LPT is a self-assessed tax, if a resi-
dential property is not suitable for use as a dwelling, the liable person is obliged to notify the 
Revenue Commissioners as soon as possible after they receive their LPT Return, outlining why 
they consider a charge to LPT does not arise on the property and they must include relevant 
supporting documentation.  

I am further advised by Revenue that, by virtue of the principles of self-assessment, the 
onus is on the owners of newly constructed residential properties, that are in use as a dwelling, 
or suitable for use as a dwelling, on 1 May 2013, to file an LPT Return by 7 May 2013 if they 
are filing on paper or, by 28 May 2013, if filing electronically, even if they have not been issued 
with an LPT Return form by the Revenue Commissioners.  This may arise where the property, 
because it is recently constructed, is not recorded on Revenue’s LPT Register at the time of the 
general issue of LPT Returns.  In these circumstances, the property owner should contact Rev-
enue’s LPT Helpline at 1890 200255 for assistance or access the online system on Revenue’s 
website to file their LPT Return.  I have been advised by the Commissioners that even where a 
property owner has not received a Property ID and PIN code from Revenue, they will still be 
able to file their Return online.

Tax Code

16/04/2013WRF02600223. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if is he considering extending 
the reduced VAT rate for certain goods and services beyond 31 of December 2013.  [16145/13]

16/04/2013WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Any proposals to maintain the 9% rate 
into 2014 will be considered in the context of budget 2014.

Banking Sector Remuneration

16/04/2013WRF02800224. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify his intentions 
regarding the Mercer report and its effect on lower grade employees.  [16150/13]

16/04/2013WRF02900248. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance if he intends to take the Mer-
cer Report into the banking sector at face value or if he will reconsider its disregarding of 
performance-related pay as non-core pay because treating this element of pay, essentially by 
which a portion of an employee’s salary was at risk unless certain targets were met, as being a 
discretionary bonus is disingenuous; if he recognises that there is a danger of lower paid bank 
workers being regressively affected by pay cuts while senior executives continue to enjoy sala-
ries and bonuses far beyond the reach of ordinary workers and where former senior executives 
have escaped with golden handshakes and grossly large pensions; if so, the way he intends 
to adequately address this disparity; if he intends pursuing a course of action to encourage or 
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compel banks to enforce further cuts on modestly paid bank employees; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16352/13]

16/04/2013WRF03000265. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the Mercer report 
on banking pay; if he will set out a comprehensive strategy to protect banking workers at this 
time of major transformation in the banking sector; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16432/13]

16/04/2013WRF03100270. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance in the context of the recently 
published Mercer report, his views on whether lower paid bank workers working for State 
owned banks should be treated differently from higher paid bank executives; if the Mercer 
report was a fair reflection on the pay and conditions of low paid workers; and if he will com-
mit to ensuring that low paid bank workers in State-owned banks will be treated fairly in any 
discussions on remuneration in view of the difficult and stressful circumstances in which they 
are working.  [16516/13]

16/04/2013WRF03200309. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider protecting 
lower ranking bank staff from the further pay cuts outlined in the Mercer report in recognition 
of the fact that lower ranking bank officials have already experienced overall pay cuts of be-
tween 6% and 11% since 2008, due to bonuses being scrapped.  [17030/13]

16/04/2013WRF03300310. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance in view of the Mercer Report 
into pay at Irish banks, if he will outline the proposed timeframe for the implementation of the 
report’s recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17031/13]

16/04/2013WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 224, 
248, 265, 270, 309 and 310 together.

When publishing the Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the Covered 
Institutions, on 12 March 2013, I indicated that the Government had formed the view that with 
the remaining covered institutions still incurring losses it was an inescapable conclusion that 
the cost base of the institutions needs to be reduced further. This is essential if they are to return 
to profitability, be in a position to support the economy and repay the State’s investment through 
a return to private ownership. 

On behalf of the Government, I have now directed the banks to come up with plans as to 
how they intend to address this issue in a manner that can help meet the State’s objectives.  I ex-
pect the value of those plans to mean a saving of 6% - 10% of total remuneration costs, through 
reductions in payroll and pension benefits, new working arrangements and structures that de-
liver efficiency gains.  Tackling the cost base is of course only one of many goals that need to 
be achieved but combined with other measures will deliver the required results. 

I, and the Government, acknowledge that the sacrifices and changes made by bank employ-
ees to date at all levels and recognise that this has been achieved without major industrial unrest 
in what is a critically important sector.  However, it can never be forgotten by management and 
employees of these banks – both past and present – that without enormous cost to Irish taxpay-
ers these institutions would not have survived and that this needs to be borne in mind during 
future discussions.  If remuneration costs are to be reduced with the aim of a return to profit-
ability then sacrifices at all employees levels will be required. 

Tax Code

16/04/2013WRF03500225. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the impact the 



16 April 2013

75

tax change on maternity benefit will have on the maternity benefit of women who receive no 
top-up from the employer and are dependent solely on statutory maternity benefit.  [16167/13]

16/04/2013WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As a result of maternity benefit pay-
ments becoming liable to income tax for all claimants, from 1 July 2013, a number of possible 
tax outcomes could arise:

1. An individual may pay no income tax   on their maternity benefit payment as their tax 
credits will be sufficient to reduce their tax liability to zero. 

2. An individual may pay income tax on some or all of their maternity benefit payment 
solely at the standard rate. 

3. An individual may pay income tax at the standard rate on a portion of the maternity ben-
efit and the higher rate on the balance of the maternity benefit payment. 

4. An individual may pay income tax on their maternity benefit payment at the higher rate.   

The extent, if any, to which taxation actually arises in a given case depends on the level of 
income that a recipient has in a tax year.  If there is no other income besides the social welfare 
payment, the basic personal credits in force can be expected, in most cases, to ensure that no 
tax arises on the social welfare income itself, provided the credits have not been transferred to 
a husband or civil partner. 

Accordingly, the tax liability on maternity benefit payments will ultimately depend on the 
total income of the individual or couple concerned in the tax year or years concerned. 

I would point out though, that maternity benefit payments will remain exempt from Univer-
sal Social Charge and PRSI. 

16/04/2013WRF03650State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRF03700226. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline if any 
discussions have taken place with Bank of Ireland or other private investors in the last six 
months on the sale or repurchase of the €1.8 billion of State-owned preference shares in Bank 
of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16196/13]

16/04/2013WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At its recent results briefing, Bank of 
Ireland indicated that it was considering a range of options relating to its preference shares is-
suance. I can confirm to the Deputy that officials in the Department of Finance, as part of their 
regular interaction with Bank of Ireland management, have discussed options regarding the 
State’s current holding of €1.8bn of preference shares. Should an opportunity arise to sell the 
shares or have them redeemed, the transaction will be considered having assessed the best inter-
ests of the State.  I can also confirm to the Deputy that no discussions have been held between 
private investors and the Department of Finance in relation to the sale of the €1.8bn of State 
owned preference shares in the Bank of Ireland.

16/04/2013WRF03850State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRF03900227. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the dividend the State is 
due to receive on it’s €1.8 billion of preference shares in Bank of Ireland in 2013; the way the 
preference shares are structured; if the coupon will increase in the future; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [16197/13]

16/04/2013WRF04000228. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the dividend the State is 
due to receive on it’s €3.5 billion of preference shares in AIB in 2013; the way the preference 
shares are structured; if the coupon will increase in the future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16198/13]

16/04/2013WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 227 
and 228 together.

Bank of Ireland

As at 31 December 2012, there were 1.8bn units of Preference Stock in issue. The shares 
pay a fixed coupon of 10.25%. On 20 February 2013, the State received a cash dividend of 
€188m on the Preference Stock.

The structure of the Stock includes a provision for a step-up on the principal of 25% if they 
are not redeemed by March 2014. This would result in an additional liability for the bank of 
€450m, but payable to the State only on redemption. The step-up applies only to the principal 
amount and not to the coupon payable.

Allied Irish Bank

As at 31 December 2012, there were 3.5bn units of Preference Stock in issue. The shares 
pay a fixed coupon of 8%. The State expects a dividend of €280m to be paid on May 13th, 2013. 
From 2010 to 2012 this dividend has been in the form of bonus shares.

The structure of the Stock includes a provision for a step-up on the principal of 25% if 
they are not redeemed by May 2014. This would result in an additional liability for the bank of 
€875m but payable to the State only on redemption. The step-up applies only to the principal 
amount and not to the coupon payable.

16/04/2013WRF04150State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRF04200229. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if any attempts have been 
made in the last six months to sell the contingent capital instruments in AIB worth €1.6bn and 
Permanent TSB worth €0.4bn; the reaction from private investors to this; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16199/13]

16/04/2013WRF04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware from pre-
vious statements I have made the State will seek to exit its various holdings (including the 
contingent capital instruments in AIB and Permanent TSB) at the appropriate time and when 
market conditions permit.  On the back of the successful sale of the Bank of Ireland contingent 
capital instruments a number of investment banks and market intermediaries have, over the 
past few months, flagged potential market appetite for the remaining State contingent capital 
investments. My officials assess the merits of all market feedback received and consider the 
implications of that feedback for the objective of achieving the most favourable outcome for 
the taxpayer from all of the bank investments held by the State.

Tax Collection

16/04/2013WRF04400230. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance if he has given any consider-
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ation to allowing consumers in debt to Revenue to transfer funds in PRSA accounts as a means 
of discharging their liability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16201/13]

16/04/2013WRF04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy’s question represents a vari-
ation on requests for a general extension of pre-retirement access to pension savings beyond the 
provision currently included in Finance Act 2013 which relates solely to Additional Voluntary 
Contributions (AVCs).  In my Budget 2013 speech, I announced that I would make provision in 
Finance Bill 2013 for persons making AVCs used to supplement their main scheme retirement 
benefits to withdraw up to 30% of the value of those contributions. Any amounts withdrawn 
will be subject to tax at the individual’s marginal rate. The option is available for 3 years from 
the enactment of   Finance Act  2013 (i.e.  27 March 2013). 

As I have made clear already in response to previous Parliamentary Questions, this is a re-
stricted measure designed to enable rather than incentivise certain individuals to access part of 
their pension savings beyond their regular or compulsory pension contributions. I do not wish 
to damage future pension provision and it is important that individuals continue to provide for 
their retirement. For these reasons, I have no plans to extend the measure beyond AVCs, irre-
spective of the use to which such funds would be put. 

Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRG00200231. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the de-
tails that must be supplied to the Revenue under Section 6 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
(Amendment) Bill 2013 in order for a person to avail of the reduction in the valuation of the 
property arising from an adaptation of the property to enable its use by disabled persons; if he 
will confirm if the full medical file is required by the Revenue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16212/13]

16/04/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The enactment of the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 on 13 March introduced a number of amendments to the 
original Act, which includes relief for properties adapted for use by disabled persons.  I would 
like to clarify that this relief only applies where the adaptation work increases the market value 
of the property.  Section 15A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) pro-
vides for a reduction in the market value of a residential property that has been adapted for oc-
cupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-aided or approved for grant 
aid, by a local authority.  The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her 
sole or main residence after the adaptation is completed.  The reduction in value is limited to 
the lesser of the chargeable value attributable to the adaptation work carried out on the property 
and the maximum grant payable under the relevant local authority scheme.  The relief ends on 
the sale or transfer of a property that has been adapted, unless the person with the disability 
continues to reside in the property.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that where adaptation work has increased 
the chargeable value of a property, as LPT is a self-assessed tax, the liable person him or her-
self determines the reduction in the chargeable value of the property and calculate the revised 
chargeable value and decides which value band is relevant to the property.  In common with all 
other liable persons, he or she should then include the appropriate valuation band on their LPT 
Return, select a payment preference,  and submit the return to Revenue, online or in paper.

I am advised by Revenue that because LPT is a self assessed tax, the liable person does not 
need to submit any supporting documentation to Revenue when filing their LPT Return.  All 
relevant supporting documentation to support the reduction in the property’s chargeable value 
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should, however, be retained by the liable person in the event that Revenue decides to check the 
validity of the claim at a later stage as part of its normal compliance programme.  

In that regard, I am further advised that supporting documentation would not include medi-
cal details of the disabled person but would include, for example, evidence of: 

- Receipt of local authority grant or approval for grant

- Scheme under which grant received

- Carrying out of adaptation work

- Details of work carried out

- Cost of adaptation work.

Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRG00400232. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if, in relation to the defi-
nition of the chargeable value of a property in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, in 
arriving at a valuation, any consideration can be given to an encumbrance on the property, for 
example. if persond other than the property owner have a legal right of residence for the remain-
der of their life; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16213/13]

16/04/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property is 
to be valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes.  I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that LPT is a self-assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner 
to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the property.  
The chargeable value is defined in the 2012 Act and means the price that the unencumbered fee 
simple of a residential property might be expected to fetch on a sale on the open market were 
that property to be sold on the valuation date of 1 May 2013, in a manner that would secure the 
best possible price for the property.  Therefore, in assessing the market value of a residential 
property no account may be taken of any encumbrance on the property. 

The 2012 Act also provides that a liability for LPT will arise where a person owns a residen-
tial property on the liability date which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 2013 and for subsequent 
years, 1 November in the preceding year.  I would like to clarify that where an individual has a 
long-term right of residence (for life or for 20 years or more) that entitles him or her to exclude 
any other person from the property, he or she would be considered to be the liable person in re-
spect of the property.  Consequently, in the example you have provided, it would appear that the 
person with the right of residence for the remainder of his or her life may be the liable person 
for the residential property in question.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRG00600233. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine the circum-
stances as outlined (details supplied) in County Waterford concerning a private estate whereby 
home owners pay an annual fee for maintenance of a communal water system, communal sew-
age system, street lighting, maintenance of open spaces, public liability insurance and road 
maintenance but are also obliged to pay a property tax; if there are any options regarding ex-
emptions in view of these particular circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter.  [16215/13]

16/04/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government decided that a univer-
sal liability to the Local Property Tax (LPT) should apply to all owners of residential property 
with a limited number of exemptions.  Limiting the exemptions available allows the rate to be 
kept low for those liable persons who do not qualify for an exemption.    The Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012, as amended, provides for a number of specific exemptions from the 
charge as well as the possibility of deferring the charge in certain cases of hardship. 

A requirement to pay management fees is not relevant in determining liability.    Accord-
ingly, whilst those who are liable for management fees to property management companies may 
be exempt from LPT for another reason, or may be entitled to avail of a deferral arrangement 
under the provisions contained in the legislation, there is no specific exemption for the payment 
of management fees.  I have no plans to introduce such an exemption.  

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that LPT is a self-assessment tax so in the 
first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her 
assessment of the market value of the property.  Liability to management fees and the scale of 
the fees due would be one of the factors that a property owner would take into account in valu-
ing their property. 

Revenue from the LPT will accrue to local authorities and will support the provision of local 
services.  Local authorities provide a broad range of services in the public realm which benefit 
the wider community and the proper functioning of which are important for the wellbeing of 
every community and household.  These include fire and emergency services; road maintenance 
and cleaning; street lighting; spatial and development planning and other similar services; regu-
latory and inspection functions and business support services, as well as libraries, parks, and 
other recreation and cultural public amenities. 

  Question No. 234 answered with Question No. 198.

Mortgage Debt

16/04/2013WRG00800235. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding arrears 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [16273/13]

16/04/2013WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Bank has informed me that due to 
data protection rules, AIB is not in a position to discuss details of individual customer circum-
stances. However, AIB has confirmed that, through its subsidiary EBS, it has been engaging 
with the particular customer referenced in this Parliamentary Question.    The bank’s policy in 
relation to the charging of interest is that surcharge interest is not currently charged on our mort-
gage loans and borrowers are charged interest on the total outstanding debt owing to the Bank.

Tax Code

16/04/2013WRG01000236. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance in view of his decision to 
extend the fuel excise duty rebate to the passenger transport sector if he will now remove the 
disparity between the haulage and passenger transport sectors by permitting the latter to reclaim 
VAT on their input, noting, that coach operators in Northern Ireland are zero rated for VAT and 
can reclaim VAT on all inputs which is handing a competitive advantage to operators in North-
ern Ireland; if, as an alternative, given the current fiscal circumstances, to granting a zero rate 
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to the passenger transport sector, he will move to extend the 9% rate, applicable to the tourism 
sector, to coach and bus operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16277/13]

16/04/2013WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the transport of passengers and their accompanying baggage is exempt from VAT 
in Ireland under paragraph 14(3) of Schedule 1 to the VAT Consolidation Act 2010.  In this 
respect, services provided by the coach and bus sector are exempt from VAT.  This means that a 
person who provides a bus or coach service does not register for VAT and does not charge VAT 
on the supply of their services.  This also includes the hiring of a bus or coach with a driver.  
Persons who are exempt from VAT cannot recover VAT incurred on goods and services incurred 
in relation to their business, such as fuel, tyres and mechanic charges, used for the purposes 
of the person’s coach and bus service.    UK passenger transport operators who establish their 
businesses in Ireland are subject to the same VAT rules as Irish operators. They are exempt from 
VAT and not zero-rated, and as such not entitled to deductibility in respect of VAT incurred on 
items such as fuel.  In addition, UK passenger transport operators who are not established in the 
State are not entitled to any refund of VAT incurred in this State for the purposes of carrying out 
passenger transport activities, whether that service takes place wholly or partially in the State 
or whether it takes place wholly outside the State.  I, therefore, cannot agree that a significant 
competitive advantage is being handed to operators in Northern Ireland.

VAT law in Ireland and the UK must comply with the EU VAT Directive.  As passenger 
transport was exempt in Ireland on 1 January 1978, it is possible under the VAT Directive to 
continue to apply that exemption.  As passenger transport services were charged at the zero rate 
in the UK on 1 January 1991, the UK are entitled to continue to apply a zero rate to passenger 
transport services. It is not possible under EU law for Ireland to apply a zero rate to such ser-
vices as we did not apply a zero rate to them in 1991. 

With regard to applying the 9% VAT rate to the supply of passenger transport services, I 
would point out that while it is possible under the EU VAT Directive to introduce a charge to 
VAT, at a reduced rate, on passenger transport services, Ireland has traditionally exempted such 
activity from VAT and this reduces the cost of those services for both the providers and the users 
of transport, including public transport.  What must be remembered is that the cost of goods and 
services supplied by persons who are exempt from VAT is always lower than if those persons 
were subject to VAT, despite the fact that they cannot claim VAT on their inputs.

Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRG01200237. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the procedure to be fol-
lowed in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in respect of deferral of the 
local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16278/13]

16/04/2013WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that, based on the information supplied by the Deputy, it appears that the person in 
question qualifies for a full deferral of LPT.   The person can claim full deferral by simply enter-
ing “1” in the Box under Option 6 on the back of the LPT 1 Return and sending the completed 
form to LPT Branch, PO Box 1, Limerick, or alternatively by submitting the Return on-line at 
www.revenue.ie. By doing so he/she is declaring that he/she satisfies the relevant conditions for 
deferral, as set out in Chapter 12 of Revenue’s booklet ‘Your Guide to Local Property Tax’, and 
is entitled to claim full deferral on that basis. The qualifying criteria for a full deferral of LPT, 
based on the circumstances outlined by the Deputy requires that the property must be the sole 
or main residence of the person and that his/her gross income does not exceed €15,000.
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However, it should be noted that the deferred tax, including interest, will become a charge 
on the property until the payment is satisfied. If the property is sold or transferred any outstand-
ing LPT charges would have to be satisfied at that point. The interest will be charged on the 
deferred amounts from the due date of payment until such time as it is paid, at a daily rate of 
0.011%, which equates to 4% per annum. 

Economic Growth Rate

16/04/2013WRG01400238. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the 
economy is back in recession; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16281/13]

16/04/2013WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The most recent data show that GDP 
contacted by -0.4 per cent quarter-on-quarter in the third quarter and by -0.0 per cent in the 
fourth quarter. In relation to the fourth quarter figure, the decline was very modest, and does not 
show up at the first decimal point.   Importantly, the same statistical release shows that domestic 
demand stabilised in the second half of 2012, with growth in consumer spending for the first 
time since 2010. The data-flow in recent months have also been positive on the domestic front 
as core retail sales have now been in positive territory in year-on-year terms in each of the last 
seven months. In addition, labour market data show increases in employment in the second half 
of last year.

My Department forecast GDP growth of 1.5 per cent for 2013 at Budget time. The main 
downside risks to this forecast remain beyond our control and relate to the external environment 
as well as some sector specific issues. Since then, a second successive year of negative growth 
has been forecast in the euro area given the simultaneous deleveraging and consolidation under 
way in so many euro area countries. A more prolonged downturn in our key international mar-
kets would negatively impact upon our export performance. Such a prolonged downturn could 
arise from a more protracted period of deleveraging or from any re-ignition of the sovereign 
debt crisis in the euro area.

My Department will publish revised forecasts at the end of April, taking into account all 
available information.

IMF Loan Issues

16/04/2013WRG01600239. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 96 of 21 March 2013, if he will confirm that the State is paying a higher rate of 
interest on its borrowings from the International Monetary Fund than the rate of interest nation-
ally applying to similarly-dated sovereign bonds; and the consideration that has been given by 
his Department and the National Treasury Management Agency to the early repayment of IMF 
loans through the issuance of sovereign debt.  [16282/13]

16/04/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): IMF funding forms part of our EU/
IMF programme, and as such cannot be separated out from the funding received from our other 
programme partners.  The possibility of early repayment of IMF loans has not been pursued 
as an early repayment of IMF funds would trigger automatic mandatory proportional repay-
ments to the EFSF, EFSM, United Kingdom, Kingdom of Sweden and Kingdom of Denmark. 
In addition the debt market does not contemplate a scenario whereby the entire IMF debt stock 
would be replaced by government bonds in addition to the amounts already signalled to fund 
the Exchequer deficit and to replace existing redemptions. Such a prospect would be likely to 
cause significant upward movement in yields or fail to find sufficient investors to absorb such 
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large concentrated debt issuance. 

The question of early repayment of any one lender cannot be treated in isolation from other 
lenders and market expectations, and therefore does not arise as a realistic prospect. 

16/04/2013WRG01750State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRG01800240. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the stake 
held in Bank of Ireland by the American group of investors (details supplied); the consideration 
paid for that stake; the stake held by the State in Bank of Ireland; and the consideration paid for 
that stake. [16283/13]

16/04/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The actual amount sold by the NPRF to 
the American group of investors was 10.5 billion Bank of Ireland (BOI) shares at a price of 10c 
per share. The disposal of these shares took place in two tranches. The first disposal for €0.24 
billion settled on 2 August 2011 with the second, and final, tranche for €0.81 billion settling on 
17 October 2011. This stake represents a shareholding of approx. 35% of the equity in BOI.   As 
a consequence of this disposal, the State’s gross investment in BOI peaked at €4.7bn which was 
€1.0bn lower than it otherwise would have been. From a net investment point of view, the State 
received circa €0.5bn for its warrants in 2010 which were originally attached to our preference 
shares, and in January 2013 the State also successfully disposed of the €1.0 billion Contingent 
Capital instruments in Bank of Ireland for a profit of €10m. These two “capital” transactions 
reduced our net investment position to circa. €3.2bn which now takes the form of our remaining 
15% equity stake and preference shares with a nominal value of €1.8bn.

However the State has also received significant income from the bank in the form of cou-
pons and dividends on its investments as well as ELG fees. Taking all these into account to 
calculate what could be called a net cash position with the bank, the figure is nearer €1.1bn and 
I am confident that Bank of Ireland will ultimately repay this remaining amount to the taxpayer.

Banks Recapitalisation

16/04/2013WRG02000241. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will estimate the addi-
tional provision that will need to be made in the accounts of Bank of Ireland; if that bank has 
to write down the value of non-performing loans to the value of the underlying security; and if 
he will confirm that such a write-down will result in demands to the State to provide additional 
capital.  [16284/13]

16/04/2013WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy may be aware that the rules 
relating to the correct level of provisioning are determined by the relevant accounting stan-
dards. It is the responsibility of the Bank’s Board of Directors to ensure that these rules, includ-
ing the correct value of the underlying security for provisioning purposes, have been properly 
applied and that this is subject to independent external audit review. Nothing has been brought 
to my attention to suggest the Bank has not applied the rules correctly and accordingly I am not 
aware of any requirement for the State to provide additional capital.

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRG02200242. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned that follow-
ing the recent sale by KBC and Banco Santander of their 21.4% share in the Polish bank, Bank 
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Zachodni WBK, for €1.2bn, that Allied Irish Banks in which he holds 99.8% of the shares, sold 
its 70% share in the same bank for €2.94bn in 2010.  [16285/13]

16/04/2013WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the sale 
of Bank Zachodni WBK in 2010 reduced the capital injected by the State into AIB. It is unfor-
tunate that the bank was required to sell the asset in 2010, however given the scale of losses 
incurred by AIB in recent years, the bank was required to generate capital in any way that it 
could in order to reduce the burden on the State.  

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRG02400243. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the current 
deficit in the pension scheme of Bank of Ireland, in which he owns 15% of the shares and in 
which he owns a substantial preference shareholding; and if addressing the deficit may result in 
demands to the State to provide additional capital. [16286/13]

16/04/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): According to the 2012 Annual Report of 
Bank of Ireland which was published last month, the pension deficit at 31 December 2012 was 
€1.2bn, an increase of €0.8bn from 2011. The primary driver of this increase was a reduction 
in discount rates due to the significant fall in yields on high-quality corporate bonds rather than 
the underlying scheme assets which actually appreciated in value.   It is my understanding that 
the Chief Executive Officer of the bank is currently in discussions with his staff and the pen-
sion trustees regarding options to address the pension deficit. I will await the outcome of these 
discussions, however, I do not envisage the State having to inject more capital into the bank as 
a result.

Banking Sector Remuneration

16/04/2013WRG02600244. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the recent publi-
cation of the report and accounts for Bank of Ireland for 2012, in which the Chief Executive 
Officer confirmed that he had waived €67,000 of his remuneration, if he has sought waivers of 
salary at Bank of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16287/13]

16/04/2013WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As reported in Bank of Ireland’s Annual 
Reports since 2009 the Chief Executive Officer of Bank of Ireland has waived his remuneration 
each year by €67,000. Each year, since 2009, all Non-Executive Directors have also reduced 
their fees by 25%. In 2012 the total director’s remuneration at Bank of Ireland fell to €2,564K 
from €3,351K in 2011 – a reduction of 23%.  I, and the Government, acknowledge that sac-
rifices and changes have been made to date by bank employees at all levels. Much has been 
achieved. 

However, when publishing the Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the 
Covered Institutions, on 12 March 2013, I indicated that the Government had formed the view 
that with the remaining covered institutions still incurring losses it was an inescapable conclu-
sion that the cost base of the institutions needs to be reduced further. This is essential if they are 
to return to profitability and to be in a position to support the economy.

Therefore, on behalf of the Government, I have now directed the banks, including Bank of 
Ireland, to come up with plans as to how they intend to address this issue in a manner that can 
help meet the State’s objectives.  I expect the value of those plans to mean a saving of 6% - 10% 
of total remuneration costs, through reductions in payroll and pension benefits, new working 
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arrangements and structures that deliver efficiency gains. 

Banks Recapitalisation

16/04/2013WRG02800245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his position regarding the pro-
vision of additional capital to Bank of Ireland, should that bank decide to pursue a new rights 
issue. [16288/13]

16/04/2013WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Bank of Ireland has not indicated to the 
market or my Department that it has any intention to raise more capital from shareholders at 
this time. I can, however, confirm for the Deputy that, should Bank of Ireland decide to do so at 
some point in the future, I would naturally consider the options open to the State in this regard 
at that time. If the mechanism chosen was a rights issue, any decision in relation to exercise of 
rights attaching to our current holding would be made having assessed the best interests of the 
State.

Savings Clubs

16/04/2013WRG03000246. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance if he has any remit to protect con-
sumers who contribute to savings clubs over a period of 12 months in cases where the company 
may go into liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16300/13]

16/04/2013WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Neither I nor the Central Bank have any 
role in relation to the supervision of savings clubs.  However, I urge consumers to exercise cau-
tion when contributing to such clubs over a yearly period.  The Deputy may wish to draw his 
concerns to the attention of the National Consumer Agency.  The Agency has responsibility in 
the area of consumer education.

Fuel Rebate Scheme

16/04/2013WRG03200247. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the newly 
announced fuel rebate for coach operators; if this will apply and be allowed to operators of 
school transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16345/13]

16/04/2013WRG03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The commercial diesel excise relief 
that I announced in the Budget was extended in the Finance Bill to cover all licensed passenger 
transport.  Any school bus with a national road passenger transport licence granted under Sec-
tion 2 of the Road Traffic and Transport Act 2006 will qualify for the relief.

  Question No. 248 answered with Question No. 224.

IBRC Liquidation

16/04/2013WRG03400249. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance further to a Parliamen-
tary response in relation to the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in which 
he states the following (details supplied), his views on the concerns regarding several law firms 
and IT suppliers that were paid apparently because they had threatened they would withdraw 
their services; if this is the case, the way in which it was justified that assets be moved from the 
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employees to the creditors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16360/13]

16/04/2013WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special Liq-
uidators that, in an insolvency situation, duress payments to unsecured creditors are often re-
quired to be made to ensure the on-going provision of services. Such payments are a matter for 
the Special Liquidators and I have no role in the initiation or authorisation of these payments.    
As the Deputy is aware, the legislation surrounding liquidation ranks employees as preferential 
creditors in respect of certain amounts owing to them on a winding up, including accrued wages 
and salaries, holiday pay, sick pay, statutory redundancy, pensions contributions and claims for 
damages arising from accidents. Any claims over and above that described above will rank as 
an unsecured claim in the liquidation process.

There are standard rules which apply to the distribution of the assets of companies in liqui-
dation and it would not be appropriate for me to interfere with these rules by way of the use of 
Section 9 of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 or otherwise. Such interference 
could have the impact of diverting the assets of IBRC from one category of creditor to another 
outside the normal Companies Acts priorities. Any such interference would be open to chal-
lenges in the Irish Courts by unsecured creditors.  

The Special Liquidators have advised that there is on-going interaction between the IBOA 
and the Special Liquidators.  The Special Liquidators have indicated that they are highly cog-
nisant of the issues that the IBOA have been highlighting and that significant steps have already 
been taken to address those concerns including the announcement on Tuesday 19 March by the 
Special Liquidators that contracts of staff would be extended out to 7 August with one month’s 
notice thereafter.  This should provide some reassurance to IBRC staff relative to the common 
position in liquidations where staff contracts are terminated.

  Question No. 250 answered with Question No. 219.

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRG03600251. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 193 of 26 March 2013, the way advertised threat of forcing banks to write down the 
value of problem loans to the value of the underlying security is any different to pre-existing 
requirements under International Financial Reporting Standards and particularly International 
Accounting Standard 39. [16362/13]

16/04/2013WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
it is minded to require credit institutions to set the present value of future cash flows at zero 
other than those arising from disposing collateral for the purpose of calculating the amount 
of the impairment provision required.  This applies without exception, to all loans in arrears 
greater than 90 days which have not been subjected to restructured arrangements on a sustain-
able basis at the time of assessment.  This will force credit institutions to value assets on their 
books which are 90 plus days in arrears and not sustainably restructured based on the expected 
net proceeds of collateral disposal only. Credit institutions would not be allowed to incorporate 
assumed or expected future cash flows from other sources into these valuations as may be the 
case currently.

Mortgage Resolution Processes

16/04/2013WRG03800252. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 194 of 26 March 2013, in which he stated that banks have been given targets of 
proposing sustainable mortgage solutions to 20% of mortgage loans that are 90 days in arrears 
by 30 June 2013, and that this would equate to 20% of 94,488 PDH and 28,421 BTL loans by 
reference to arrears at 31 December 2012, his views on whether it is feasible that banks can 
propose solutions to 25,000 mortgage accounts in the forthcoming three months, equivalent to 
2,000 per week or 400 per working day; and if the Central Bank of Ireland will be monitoring 
progress on reaching targets on an ongoing basis.  [16363/13]

16/04/2013WRG03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy refers to the targets set by 
the Central Bank which require the main lenders to systematically work through their mortgage 
book to offer durable solutions to mortgage holders covering arrears cases that are 90 days or 
more overdue.  The Public Targets will have the following elements:

- Quarterly targets will be set in relation to the number of sustainable solutions proposed to 
customers.  These will become progressively more demanding over time.  The application of 
targets will commence at the end of Q2 

   2013, and will be enhanced in subsequent quarters, with 2014 targets to be set in due 
course;

- Progressively more demanding quarterly targets will be set for the conclusion of sustain-
able solutions. These will apply from the end of Q4 2013 onwards; and

- Targets regarding subsequent performance of these solutions will be set. 

The Central Bank has informed me that, while demanding, the level of the targets have been 
calibrated taking account of the current operational capability of the banks’ arrears manage-
ment.  The banks will be required to publish their performance against the targets and make 
quarterly reports to the Central Bank.  The Central Bank will consider each bank’s performance 
against the targets, including assessing whether the modifications provided are in fact sustain-
able solutions. 

Banks Recapitalisation

16/04/2013WRG04000253. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he shares the view of the 
European Commission, from a statement by its spokesperson on 26 March 2013, that the Eu-
ropean Stability Mechanism, to which he has already contributed €509m, will not be used to 
recapitalise banks.  [16364/13]

16/04/2013WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Eu-
ropean Council in October 2012 reaffirmed that “the Eurogroup will draw up the exact opera-
tional criteria that will guide direct bank recapitalisations by the European Stability Mechanism 
(ESM), in full respect of the 29 June 2012 euro area Summit statement. It is imperative to break 
the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns.”  The Taoiseach and Chancellor Merkel spoke 
together following the October 2012 European Council and discussed the unique circumstances 
behind Ireland’s banking and sovereign debt crisis, and Ireland’s plans for a full return to the 
markets. They reaffirmed the commitment from June 29th to task the Eurogroup to examine 
the situation of the Irish financial sector with a view to further improving the sustainability of 
the well performing adjustment programme. They recognised, in this context, that Ireland is a 
special case, and that the Eurogroup will take that into account. 

The Government is still heavily involved in drawing up the operational criteria that will 
guide direct bank recapitalisations by the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), in full respect 
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of the 29 June 2012 euro area Summit statement. Ireland continues to be fully engaged in this 
process within the Eurogroup and among Heads of State or Government. Furthermore, officials 
from my Department and the NTMA also attend technical meetings with the ESM and other 
member states. Discussions remain on-going in relation to this issue and no conclusion has been 
reached. Notwithstanding these discussions, the Government will also continue to explore any 
market opportunities for our remaining banking assets, to get a return of any of the sums used 
to bail out the banks.

Despite recent media reports, the Government’s policy and view in relation to ESM has not 
changed and we will continue to engage with other Member States to design the ESM Direct 
Bank Recap facility, in order to have a sufficient instrument operating with the capability of 
breaking the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns. 

NAMA Property Sales

16/04/2013WRG04200254. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the procedure adopted by the 
National Asset Management Agency when a substantial multi million euro offer is made to the 
Agency for a property on its foreclosure list which is not presently listed for sale.  [16365/13]

16/04/2013WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that NAMA’s 
interest in property is, generally speaking, that of a lender holding security for its loans rather 
than that of an owner.  Individuals who have an interest in a property that is related to a NAMA 
loan are encouraged therefore to make direct contact with the owner of the property or, in the 
case of property that is subject to enforcement, with the appointed receiver.  NAMA advises that 
all enforced properties securing its loans are listed on its website, www.nama.ie, along with the 
details of the appointed receiver. Where interested parties contact NAMA directly, the Agency 
will work to facilitate engagement with the debtor or receiver.   I am advised by NAMA that, in 
the case of enforced properties, it is a matter for the Receiver to assess any proposals made by 
prospective purchasers and to make recommendations to NAMA in relation to such proposals.  
NAMA advises that irrespective of whether a property is listed for sale or not, a Receiver will 
as a matter of course consider any approaches from interested parties and will assess all pro-
posals on their merits.   In many instances, after receiving such approaches, sales agents have 
been appointed to market the property and to deal with offers from the original bidder and other 
interested parties.  This is in line with NAMA’s requirement that properties securing its loans 
should be, wherever feasible, openly marketed.  Where it is decided however that the proposal 
is premature or unacceptable, the Receiver will advise the interested party of this and the status 
of the property in terms of readiness for sale.  NAMA advises that there are myriad reasons why 
a property might not be available for sale at any point in time.  For example, the Receiver may 
be working through outstanding title defect or ownership, planning and compliance issues or 
the commercial strategy may be to rent a property rather than to sell it now in order to maxi-
mise its long-term recoverable value. In all instances, the Receiver will take appropriate steps 
to maximise the value of the asset and the strategy in relation to the asset and the timing of any 
sale will be geared towards achieving this.  NAMA have advised me that where a person makes 
an offer to a Receiver and they have not received an acknowledgement, they are welcome to 
submit such an offer to Head of Asset Recovery, NAMA who will discuss the matter with the 
Receiver.

16/04/2013WRG04350State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRG04400255. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide his assess-
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ment of the performance of Permanent TSB, in which he owns 99.5% of the shares, and which 
has just published its report and accounts for 2012. [16366/13]

16/04/2013WRG04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware Permanent 
TSB had a challenging year in 2012 and its results are a reminder of legacy issues in our bank-
ing system.  The appointment of Jeremy Masding as CEO in February 2012 began an overdue 
process of fundamental restructuring in PTSB.  Amongst many actions taken during 2012 the 
senior management team was restructured, an asset management unit was established, branches 
were closed, a voluntary redundancy scheme was completed and Irish Life and PTSB Finance 
were sold.  During the same period PTSB agreed a strategic direction with the Troika and de-
livered on the restructuring actions required in its Restructuring Plan.

I will now comment on some elements of the financial accounts, which are laid out in sig-
nificantly more detail in the recently published annual report for 2012.

While high deposit rates eroded net interest margin in 2012, I am satisfied that management 
took action to address this issue in the latter part of 2012 which should result in an improved 
net interest margin in 2013. Reduced deposit rates are required for a sustained profitable Irish 
banking system.

PTSB also reduced its homeloan Standard Variable Rate (SVR) to bring it in line with mar-
ket rates for this type of product. As the Deputy will appreciate, this had a negative impact on 
net interest margin in 2012 but had a positive impact for SVR customers. 

While operating costs were somewhat lower in 2012, restructuring actions taken in 2012 
should have an additional positive impact in 2013.  With regard to staff costs, which are a subset 
of operating costs, I have issued instructions to PTSB to develop a plan to deliver savings of 
6-10% on its payroll and pension costs. 

Provisions for impairments were high as mortgage arrears continued to rise, from already 
high levels, and resulting from an in-depth independent review of its Commercial Real Estate 
(“CRE”) loan book.  Management took action early in 2012 to address the significant opera-
tional issues in its arrears management operations and I expect that these improvements will 
allow PTSB to significantly increase the volume of sustainable long term treatments offered 
to customers in 2013, as required by Government and the Central Bank.  In addition PTSB 
outsourced the servicing of its CRE loan book to Certus, a contract which will significantly 
increase the resources and expertise allocated to this loan book. 

On the balance sheet the funding position of PTSB improved during 2012 with Monetary 
Authority funding reduced by €3.3 billion including the elimination of ELA of €2.3 billion.

The Deputy will also be aware that included in the results are payments to the State.  During 
2012 PTSB accrued ELG costs of €165 million and paid interest of €40 million on the Convert-
ible Contingent Capital Notes. 

In summary the results highlight many of the issues in our banking system which require at-
tention and while it will be challenging to achieve a full resolution of all legacy issues in PTSB, 
I am satisfied that the new management team have made progress in 2012, which combined 
with their ambitious restructuring plans for 2013, should deliver concrete results particularly re-
garding improved profitability and delivery of sustainable treatments for customers in mortgage 
distress.  My officials will continue to monitor progress in PTSB closely. 

16/04/2013WRH00125State Banking Sector



16 April 2013

89

16/04/2013WRH00200256. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he is concerned that the 
Chief Executive Officer of Permanent TSB, in which he owns 99.5% of the shares, is now es-
timating a return to profitability at PTSB in five years compared to previous recent estimates 
which have ranged from 2014 to 2016. [16367/13]

16/04/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In its restructuring plan submitted in 
June 2012, PTSB forecast that the retail bank Strategic Business Unit (“SBU”) would be profit-
able on an after tax basis in 2016.  Profitability for the overall group, including all three SBUs, 
is forecast by PTSB to take longer.  As you would expect PTSB will update its forecasts on an 
annual basis and as a result the timelines set out above are subject to change.

16/04/2013WRH00325State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRH00400257. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason deposits at Perma-
nent TSB, in which he owns 99.5% of the shares, falling from €17.267bn at 30 June 2012 to 
€16.639bn at 31 December 2012. [16368/13]

16/04/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware Permanent 
TSB had deposits of €14.37 billion at 31 December 2011, €17.27 billion at 30 June 2012 and 
€16.64 billion at 31 December 2012.  Therefore during 2012 Permanent TSB grew its deposits 
by €2.27 billion.  However the Deputy is correct to observe that PTSB experienced a reduction 
in deposits during H2 2012.  PTSB has indicated that the reduction in deposits arose due to out-
flows driven primarily by the strategic repricing of deposit rates downwards.  While outflows 
occurred, they were significantly less than forecast by PTSB.  As the Deputy will appreciate re-
ducing deposit rates is key for the return of sustainable profitability in the Irish banking system.  

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRH00600258. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to recent reports on 
the amount of exposure by German and British interests to the Irish banking system in 2008, 
his views on whether this exposure will be analogous to the amount of exposure by Russian 
interests to the Cypriot banking system, the bailout plan for which he has recently overseen, in 
2013 [16369/13]

16/04/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish banking system and that of 
Cyprus are not comparable.  In the case of Cyprus, we understand that substantial off shore in-
terests and resources were deposited in domestic Cypriot banks by foreign parties.  The size of 
the domestic banking system, at 7 times GDP, was large in relation to the real economy, while at 
the same time concentrating risks in particular areas and in specific banks.  In contrast the Irish 
banking system attracted wholesale funding, from a diversified pool of investors (European, 
British, American and Rest of World) to support lending to the domestic economy to finance 
investment which was predominantly focused in Ireland (albeit some Irish banks had significant 
investments overseas).  

In addition, overseas banks made substantial investments in Irish banking subsidiaries to 
gain exposure to the domestic economy and to extend credit to Irish businesses and households.

For these reasons, it is clear that the Irish banking system and Cypriot banking system are 
not comparable.
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Tax Compliance

16/04/2013WRH00800259. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will reveal the num-
ber of annual cases prosecuted by the Revenue Commissioners in the courts for failure to lodge 
correct returns since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16381/13]

16/04/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that there is no offence for the failure to lodge a correct return.  There is however an 
offence for the non-filing of a return. As such I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that 
the number of annual cases prosecuted for the non-filing of returns is that set out in Table 1.   

Table 1 Successful Prosecutions for the failure to file a return

       -      Income Tax Corporation 
Tax

Relevant 
Contracts 
Tax

VAT VAT/P35

2008 1,086 45 - 48 -
2009 1,030 52 1 - 81
2010 1,152 65 0 - 103
2011 1,003 77 3 - 141
2012 865 64 0 - 116

The details of the results of the cases are as set out below. 

2008

Prosecutions for the non-filing of Income Tax and Corporation Tax returns during the year 
totalled 1,131 resulting in the imposition of fines totalling €2.23m.  A total of 48 cases were suc-
cessfully prosecuted for failure to file a VAT return during the year and fines totalling €374,719 
were imposed. 

2009

1,083 convictions were secured, resulting in the imposition of fines totalling €2,182,091 for 
the non-filing of Income Tax, Corporation Tax and RCT Returns.  A total of 81 cases were suc-
cessfully prosecuted for failure to file a VAT/P35 return during the year and fines amounting to 
€724,535 were imposed.

2010

1,217 convictions were secured, resulting in the imposition of fines totalling €2.8 million 
for the non-filing of Income Tax and Corporation Tax Returns.  A total of 103 cases were suc-
cessfully prosecuted for failure to file a VAT/P35 return during the year and fines amounting to 
€701,600 were imposed. 

2011

1,083 convictions were secured, resulting in the imposition of fines totalling €2.6 million for 
the non-filing of Income Tax, Corporation Tax and Relevant Contracts Tax returns.  A total of 
141 cases were successfully prosecuted for failure to file a VAT/P35 return during the year and 
fines amounting to €943,850 were imposed.

2012
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929 convictions were secured and fines totalling €2.26 million imposed for the non-filing of 
Income Tax and Corporation Tax returns.  A total of 116 cases were successfully prosecuted for 
failure to file a VAT/P35 return during the year and fines amounting €861,450 were imposed.

NAMA Portfolio Issues

16/04/2013WRH01000260. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that 
he will soon be given details on the National Assets Management Agency accounts, if he will 
check if there is a record or reference in them of NAMA funding of the proposed development 
of the Carlton site by Chartered Land, Dublin 1 or a reference to their application for Ministerial 
consent for work to the 1916 National Monument at Moore Street Dublin 1; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16405/13]

16/04/2013WRH01050Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA is 
prohibited under Sections 99 and 202 of the NAMA Act from disclosing confidential informa-
tion, which is specifically defined to include information relating to its debtors and their proper-
ties.  Accordingly, the provision of the type of information referenced by the Deputy would be 
in contravention of the NAMA Act.

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRH01075261. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering put-
ting in place a Revenue email address to cater for email queries regarding local property tax..  
[16413/13]

16/04/2013WRH01087Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): I am ad-
vised by the Revenue Commissioners that customers may email their queries to the LPT Branch 
at the following email address: lpt@revenue.ie. This email address was recently published on 
the Revenue website. 

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRH01093262. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering extend-
ing the local property tax deadline beyond the 7 May 2013 for written submissions and the 28 
May 2013 for electronic submissions for persons who receive their local property tax return 
form late from the revenue. [16414/13]

16/04/2013WRH01096Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance 
(Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered and pro-
vides that a liability for Local Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a person owns a residential 
property on the liability date which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 2013.  

A key aspect of the work undertaken by Revenue was the development of a comprehensive 
Register of residential properties in the State.  This Register is being used to issue correspon-
dence to property owners and work is still in progress to ensure, as far as possible, that all prop-
erty owners will be contacted.  On 11 March this year, Revenue commenced the issue of LPT 
Returns to owners of 1.66 million properties.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that by 10 April, LPT Returns had issued for about 96% of residential properties on the Register. 

I am further advised by the Commissioners that LPT is a self-assessed tax and therefore li-
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able persons are obliged to calculate the tax due based on their assessment of the market value 
of their property, file their Return by the relevant deadline and pay the tax due.  This obligation 
applies to all owners whether or not they receive a Return from Revenue.  Where an owner is 
not on Revenue’s Register a Return will not issue.  However, they are still obliged to complete 
and file a Return by the relevant deadline (7 May for paper filers and 28 May for electronic fil-
ers).  

As part of its media campaign Revenue will advise property owners this week that, if they 
have not yet received a Return from Revenue, they should contact Revenue’s LPT Helpline 
on 1890 200 255 or access the online system on Revenue’s website to file their LPT Return.  I 
have been advised by the Commissioners that even where a property owner has not received a 
Property ID and PIN code from Revenue, they will still be able to file their Return online.

As the Deputy is aware, LPT is payable on 1 July, and Revenue has put in place a wide range 
of payment options to enable liable persons to select the one that best suits their circumstances, 
including payment by instalments in various ways.  The logistics of ensuring that paper LPT 
returns are processed in time to enable the payment arrangements selected by the liable person 
to be put in place in time for the payment date are significant, and accordingly it is necessary to 
maintain the filing dates of 7 May for paper filers.  The filing date of 28 May for online filers is 
the defacto   extension. 

The LPT paper return is very short – just two pages.  The on-line system is easier than pa-
per, with built in prompts and calculators.  In either case it will be possible for liable persons to 
quickly complete and submit a return. 

I can confirm that I have no plans to extend the deadline for submitting Local Property Tax 
returns beyond the dates mentioned.

16/04/2013WRH01112Tax Code

16/04/2013WRH01125263. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the changes 
that have been made to the tax treatment of rental income; if a distinction can be made between 
rental income and rental profit for calculation of tax liabilities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16429/13]

16/04/2013WRH01137Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): I am ad-
vised by the Revenue Commissioners that there have been several changes over the years to the 
tax treatment of rental income. However, for the purpose of this reply, I am assuming that the 
Deputy’s interest relates to the most recent changes that were introduced in Finance Acts 2009 
and 2013. 

Finance Act 2009 introduced a cap of 75% on the amount of interest on loans used to pur-
chase, improve or repair rented residential property, that can be deducted in computing rental 
profit for tax purposes. The restriction applies to interest accruing on or after 7 April 2009. It 
does not apply to loans in respect of rented commercial  property.

The recent amendment in Finance Act 2013 provides that, while income chargeable to tax 
under Case III of Schedule D (which includes income arising outside the State such as trad-
ing profits, pensions, rents and dividends) is deemed to issue from a single source, the single 
source provision cannot be taken to mean that foreign rental losses are to be included in the 
computation of such income. This change was designed to ensure that the recipient of rent from 
property lettings outside the State cannot rely on the single source provision to offset foreign 
rental losses against foreign non-rental income. The offset of losses in these circumstances 
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would disadvantage a recipient of rent from Irish property, as Irish rental losses may be offset 
against Irish rental profits only. In that regard, I am also advised by the Commissioners that the 
Revenue’s published practice in relation to the treatment of foreign rental losses, which allows 
such losses to be set against foreign rental profits, remains unchanged.

I am further advised that rental profit for tax purposes is the gross rental income less allow-
able expenses incurred in earning that rent. In computing the amount of rental profit, only those 
deductions that are specified in section 97(2) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 are allowable 
as deductions against the gross rental income. The main deductible expenses are:

- any rent payable by the landlord in the case of a sub-lease;

- the cost to the landlord of any goods provided or services rendered to a tenant;

- the cost of maintenance, repairs, insurance and management of the property;

- the interest paid on borrowed money used to purchase, improve or repair the property 
(which, in the case of residential property, is restricted to 75% of the interest and is subject to 
compliance with PRTB registration 

     requirements for all tenancies that existed in relation to the property in the relevant year); 
and 

  - payment of local authority rates. 

  In addition, wear and tear capital allowances are available in respect of the capital expen-
diture incurred on fixtures and fittings provided by a landlord for the purposes of furnishing 
rented residential accommodation. These allowances are granted at the rate of 12.5% per annum 
of the actual cost of the fixtures and fittings over a period of 8 years.

IBRC Staff

16/04/2013WRH01140264. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding pay for bank staff. [16431/13]

16/04/2013WRH01141Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): I acknowl-
edge the significant efforts and commitment made by the staff in IBRC over the past few dif-
ficult years whilst the bank was in wind down and the difficulties that arise for staff as a result 
of the liquidation but it was necessary to take the decision to liquidate IBRC in the larger public 
interest.  I am sure the staff will continue to work to ensure a satisfactory outcome for Irish 
taxpayers while they remain in employment under the liquidation process.  Furthermore, some 
staff may, in time, be re-hired by NAMA or other purchasers of the assets.

There are standard rules which apply to the distribution of the assets of companies in liq-
uidation and it would not be appropriate for me to interfere with these rules. Such interference 
could have the impact of diverting the assets of IBRC from one category of creditor to another 
outside the normal Companies Acts priorities. Any such interference would be open to chal-
lenges in the Irish Courts by unsecured creditors.  However the State does intervene to ensure 
that statutory redundancy is available through the Social Insurance Fund and that arrears of pay, 
sick pay, holiday pay or pay in lieu of statutory notice (limited to EUR600 per week up to a 
maximum of eight weeks) are payable from the Insolvency Payments Scheme.

The Special Liquidators have advised that there is ongoing interaction between the IBOA 
and the Special Liquidators.  The Special Liquidators are highly cognisant of the issues that the 
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IBOA have been highlighting and that significant steps have already been taken to address those 
concerns including the announcement on Tuesday 19 March by the Special Liquidators that 
contracts of staff would be extended out to 7 August with one month’s notice thereafter.  This 
should provide some reassurance to IBRC staff relative to the common position in liquidations 
where staff contracts are terminated on liquidation.

Question No. 265 answered with Question No. 224.

Disabled Drivers Grants

16/04/2013WRH01146266. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the reason the criteria for deter-
mining eligible cars under the disabled driver car purchase scheme is not based on CO2 emis-
sions; his views on whether this is unfair to those persons who utilise the scheme and who wish 
to retain their particular model of car which is suitable to their particular disability; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16476/13]

16/04/2013WRH01148Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): The criteria 
relating to the engine size of a vehicle and the relief available for vehicles which qualify under 
the Disabled Drivers Passenger Scheme have been in place since 1989.  The purpose of the 
scheme was to provide for  ways in which people with a physical disability could become more 
mobile; it is felt that the present limit of 2000cc is sufficient to allow for an extensive choice of 
vehicle in that regard.  

Given the scale and scope of the scheme, any possible changes can only be made after care-
ful consideration and with regard to the existing and prospective cost of the scheme and the 
available resources.

Social Insurance Issues

16/04/2013WRH01175267. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance in view of the reduction of 
dental entitlements under the PRSI scheme, if he will restore the marginal rate tax relief for 
orthodontic and other selected specialist dental treatments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16487/13]

16/04/2013WRH01187Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan)(Deputy Michael Noonan): The issue of 
PRSI is a matter in the first instance for the Minister for Social Protection. However, it is my 
understanding that since 2010 dental treatment which is covered as a result of being a PRSI 
contributor has been limited to a free oral examination per year.  Prior to 2010, a range of dental 
treatments were covered in part or full for individuals that had made the requisite PRSI contri-
butions. For example, the cost associated with scaling and polishing of teeth was fully covered 
whereas extractions, fillings and x-rays of teeth were partially covered. However, I understand 
that orthodontic treatment or cosmetic dentistry were never covered under the PRSI scheme.   

Health expenses relief was standard rated in respect of health expenses incurred from 1 
January 2009, with the exception of nursing home expenses where marginal relief continues to 
apply.    The measure was introduced to make the tax system more equitable and fairer for all 
taxpayers and also to reduce the cost of the scheme to the Exchequer.

Given the current budgetary constraints, I have no plans to re-introduce marginal tax relief 
in respect of orthodontic treatment and other selected specialist dental treatments. 

Questions Nos. 268 and 269 answered with Question No. 201.



16 April 2013

95

Question No. 270 answered with Question No. 224.

16/04/2013WRH01194Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRH01200271. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the sum 
owed by the Thomas Crosbie group to Allied Irish Banks, in which he owns 99.8% of the 
shares, immediately prior to the receivership and examinership of companies within the group 
in March 2013; and if any write-down of debt has been provided to the group as part of the 
group’s receivership and examinership [16531/13]

16/04/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Bank has informed me that due to 
data protection rules and confidentiality AIB is not in a position to discuss details of individual 
customer circumstances.

State Banking Sector

16/04/2013WRH01400272. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his assessment of the perfor-
mance of Allied Irish Banks, in which he owns 99.8% of the shares, which reported its results 
for 2012 on 27 March 2013 [16532/13]

16/04/2013WRH01500273. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his assessment as to the reason 
Allied Irish Banks, in which he owns 99.8% of the shares, predicts that it will return to profit-
ability in 2014 but that Permanent TSB, in which he owns 99.5% of the shares, predicts that it 
will take five years to return to profitability [16533/13]

16/04/2013WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 272 
and 273 together. 

The results show that, while 2012 was clearly another challenging year for AIB, the man-
agement team is making progress in restructuring the bank and is targeting a return to profit-
ability at the pre provision level during 2013 and at the pre-tax level in 2014.  The results also 
show that the bank posted operating losses, before exceptional items, of €2.8 billion in 2012 
– an improvement of 65% over 2011 where operating losses of €8.1 billion were recorded.  The 
full year 2012 loss (including exceptional losses such as deleveraging) before tax was €3.8bn 
(compared to €5.1bn in 2011).

The size of the losses highlight the scale of the challenges facing the bank, however, it is 
essential that the management continue to reduce costs and return the bank to profitability on 
behalf of the shareholders – the Irish taxpayer.  This is why the Government has sought a reduc-
tion of 6-10% in payroll costs following the Review of Remuneration Practice and Frameworks 
at the Covered Institutions.

Dealing effectively with customers in difficulties must be prioritised in 2013 and the new 
Central Bank targets on mortgage arrears will ensure that the banks take real steps to help their 
customers.

The bank must also begin to look forward and to continue to lend to households and busi-
nesses.  In this regard I would expect to see SME lending continue on an upward trend.  AIB 
approved €4.8 billion in SME lending in 2012 – 37% ahead of the €3.5 billion target.  A lend-
ing target of €4 billion has been set this year and I would expect that AIB continue to view this 
target as a minimum not a maximum.  The bank has also set mortgage lending targets of €2bn 
for 2013 – an increase of €500m over new mortgage lending in 2012. 
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The Deputy should be aware that AIB and PTSB’s businesses are not directly comparable 
as AIB provides a range of services to retail, SME and corporate customers while PTSB is a 
more focused provider of services to retail customers.  In simple terms PTSB is forecast to take 
longer to reach profitability as the drag of low yielding trackers on its business performance is 
much more material than in the case of AIB.  In its restructuring plan submitted in June 2012, 
PTSB forecast that the retail bank Strategic Business Unit would be profitable in 2016, though 
recent indications are that this could be accelerated.

NAMA Expenditure

16/04/2013WRH01700274. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 230 of 13 November 2012, if he will provide a breakdown of the legal fees paid by the 
National Asset Management Agency for 2012, and to date in 2013, including the amount each 
recipient received from NAMA [16534/13]

16/04/2013WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A breakdown of legal fees paid by 
NAMA in 2012 is set out below.  I am advised by NAMA that information on the breakdown of 
legal fees in 2013 will be published on its website, www.nama.ie, alongside publication of its 
Section 55 Quarterly Reports and Accounts for each quarter during 2013.  Legal fees paid by 
NAMA in 2012 amount to €3.28 million in relation to the management of its acquired portfolio 
of loans.

NAMA has paid further legal fees of €18.4 million which are recoverable as outlined below:

- €0.68 million in legal due diligence expenses in connection with the acquisition of residual 
loans being acquired from the Participating Institutions.

- €17.7 million in borrower recoverable costs (principally legal fees) which NAMA has in-
curred on behalf of NAMA borrowers.  Such costs have been taken as an impairment charge as 
necessary in NAMA’s financial statements.

The breakdown of the 2012 fees by recipient is provided below.  The amounts paid include 
VAT.

1. 2012 Legal  Costs 

Legal 2012 €’000
Arthur Cox 473 
Matheson Ormsby Prentice 403 
Simmons & Simmons 320 
A&L Goodbody Solicitors 301 
McCann Fitzgerald 273 
Eugene F Collins 272 
Paul Sreenan 169 
Cian Ferriter 129 
Byrne Wallace 116 
Maples And Calder 60 
Eversheds O’Donnell Sweeney 48 
Allen & Overy 46 
Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs 46 
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Legal 2012 €’000
Olswang 44 
Linklaters 44 
Arthur Cox Northern Ireland 38 
Private Security (Ireland) Limited 34 
Beauchamps Solicitors 34 
Vieira De Almeida & Associados 32 
Mary Fay BL 28 
Hayes Solicitors 25 
LK Shields Solicitors 24 
Ciaran Lewis 21 
Hibernian Legal International Ltd 19 
James Doherty BL 19 
Taylor Wessing LLP 19 
Quarles & Brady LLP 18 
Nathy Dunleavy 18 
Garrigues 17 
Owen Hickey Senior Counsel 17 
Elvinger, Hoss & Prussen 14 
Knight Frank (Dublin) 12 
Ogier 12 
Tods Murray 10 
William Abrahamson, BL 10 
Malone O Regan Environmental Services Ltd 10 
Tughans Solicitors 8 
Mc Dowell Purcell Solicitors 8 
Simmons & Simmons Llp (Amsterdam) 7 
William Fry Solicitors 7 
Vision Net 6 
A & L Goodbody Northern Ireland 6 
J.W. ODonovan Solicitors 6 
Shook Lin & Bok Llp 6 
McGill Planning Ltd 6 
Sanderson Weatherall Llp 5 
Wragge &  Co 5 
Barry C. Galvin & Son Solicitors 5 
Carey Olsen 3 
Miley & Miley Solicitors 3 
ICSA Software International 3 
Appleby (St Helier-  Jersey) 3 
Snr Denton Uk Llp 2 
John Redmond 2 
DLA Piper UK 2 
Burges Salmon Llp 2 
Taylor Wessing (Paris) 2 
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Legal 2012 €’000
Hogan Lovells International Llp 1 
Walsh Associates 1 
Garcia-Torrent & Garcia Cueto 1 
Appleby (Isle Of Man) 1 
DLA Piper UK LLP (Germany) 1 
Cassels Brock & Blackwell Llp 1 
Marston Book Services Ltd 1 

3,279

2. 2012 Legal Due Diligence Costs  – Recoverable from Participation Institutions 

Legal due diligence costs are costs that NAMA has incurred in connection with acquiring 
the portfolio of loans from the Participating Institutions.  Legal due diligence costs are recov-
ered from the Participating Institutions through a reduction in the acquisition value. 

Due Diligence 2012 €’000
Hogan Lovells International Llp 144 
Arthur Cox 96 
Arthur Cox Northern Ireland 91 
Beauchamps Solicitors 77 
Andrew Crean-Lynch Solicitors 64 
Matheson Ormsby Prentice 63 
Mason Hayes + Curran 34 
A&L Goodbody Solicitors 28 
McCann Fitzgerald 26 
Eversheds O’Donnell Sweeney 20 
Snr Denton Uk Llp 15 
Allen & Overy Llp 12 
Gore & Grimes Solicitors 7 
Dillon Eustace 5 
Byrne Wallace 2 

684 

3. 2012 Borrower Recoverable Costs

Borrower recoverable costs are principally legal fees which NAMA has incurred on behalf 
of NAMA borrowers.  Where the borrower is in a position to repay such costs NAMA will 
seek the repayment in cash.  To the extent the borrower is not in a position to repay those costs, 
NAMA will add these costs to the borrower’s debt obligations to NAMA.  Such costs have been 
taken as an impairment charge as necessary in NAMA’s financial statements.

Borrower Recoverable 2012 €’000
McCann Fitzgerald 1,708 
William Fry Solicitors 1,239 
A&L Goodbody Solicitors 1,166 
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Borrower Recoverable 2012 €’000
Hogan Lovells International 1,142 
Eversheds O’Donnell Sweeney 1,117 
DLA Piper UK 1,019 
Arthur Cox 832 
Byrne Wallace 596 
Maples And Calder 563 
Simmons & Simmons 520 
Taylor Wessing 446 
Wragge &  Co 437 
Ronan Daly Jermyn Solicitors 414 
Beauchamps Solicitors 401 
Servulo & Associados 393 
Gartlan Furey Solicitors 382 
Hayes Solicitors 279 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan 275 
Whitney Moore Solicitors 260 
Cian Ferriter 246 
Paul Sreenan 227 
Quarles & Brady 222 
McCarter & English 221 
Matheson Ormsby Prentice 196 
Gordons Commercial Solicitors 190 
Lavelle Coleman Solicitors 178 
K & L Gates 167 
Addleshaw Goddard 131 
DLA Piper (Paris) 125 
Alfred Thornton & Company 112 
Eversheds 109 
Snr Denton Uk 108 
Altana 98 
Taylor Wessing (Paris) 98 
Appleby (Isle Of Man) 91 
Mc Dowell Purcell Solicitors 83 
Allen & Overy 80 
Mason Hayes + Curran 80 
A & L Goodbody Northern Ireland 76 
Cassels Brock & Blackwell 72 
John McKee & Son Solicitors 72 
Arthur Cox Northern Ireland 72 
Bedell Cristin 64 
Tughans Solicitors 63 
Cms Cameron Mckenna 60 
Windels Marx Lane & Mittendorf 58 
Graf Von Westphalen 57 
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Borrower Recoverable 2012 €’000
Ogier 39 
G O Nuallain & Co 38 
Wildgen 38 
Taylor Wessing (Munchen) 37 
DLA Piper UK (Manchester) 36 
Barry C. Galvin & Son Solicitors 35 
EC Harris Built Asset Consultancy 32 
Elvinger, Hoss & Prussen 28 
Mark Sanfey 26 
Appleby (British Virgin Islands) 25 
Michael McDowell S.C 22 
Allen &  Gledhill 22 
Taylor Wessing (Hamburg) 21 
James Doherty BL 20 
Andrew Fitzpatrick BL 19 
John Breslin BL 19 
Eoin Mccullough 19 
Deacy Gilligan Ltd. 19 
Eugene F Collins 18 
Landwell Pricewaterhousecoopers Tax&Legal Services 18 
Herbert Smith Paris 18 
Herrick Feinstein 17 
Rossa Fanning BL 16 
Carey Olsen 15 
Herbert Smith 15 
P.J. O Driscoll & Sons 15 
Jarlath Ryan 15 
J.W. ODonovan Solicitors 15 
Robert Fitzpatrick BL 14 
DLA Piper UK Llp (Germany) 14 
Allen & Overy (Aisa) Pte Ltd 14 
Control Solutions 14 
Boyanov & Co 13 
IFM Trust Limited 13 
Garcia-Torrent & Garcia Cueto 13 
A.C. Forde & Co Solicitors 13 
JLT Ireland 13 
Peden & Reid Solicitors 12 
O’Flynn Exhams Solicitors 12 
Arendt & Medernach 12 
DWF 12 
LK Shields Solicitors 12 
Carson Mcdowell 11 
Orpen Franks Solicitors 10 
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Borrower Recoverable 2012 €’000
Camilleri Preziosi 10 
Mckenna Durkan Solicitors 10 
Olswang Llp 10 
Cains 10 
JPA Brenson Lawlor Limited 9 
Clifford Chance 9 
Wierzbowski Eversheds 9 
Lopez Balina - Miras S.C.P. 9 
Karole Cuddihy BL 9 
Cort & Cort 9 
Uria Menedez 8 
Aon Risk Solutions 8 
Forgo, Damjanovic & Partners Law Firm 8 
Loyens & Loeff 8 
Gavin Ralston Senior Counsel 7 
DLA Piper (Poland) 7 
CB Richard Ellis (Gbp) Ltd 7 
Kelly Walsh Property Advisors & Agents 7 
C&H Jefferson Solicitors 6 
Tods Murray 6 
First Ireland Risk Management 6 
Kane Tuohy Solicitors 6 
Cyril Oneill 6 
Abacus II 5 
Bernadette Kirby 5 
Peter Fitzpatrick & Company 5 
DLA Piper UK LLP (Belgium) 4 
Knight Frank (Dublin) 4 
Triay & Triay 4 
Walkers 4 
Salans & Associes 4 
DMH Stallard Llp 4 
Stevens & Bolton Llp 4 
Carrroll Kelly & Oconnor Solicitors 4 
Woods Hogan Solicitors 4 
Aspect Consulting 4 
K Tech Security Ltd 3 
Loncar & Andric 3 
Dillon Eustace 3 
John Spain Associates 3 
Millar McCall Wylie Llp 3 
McGuire Desmond Solicitors 3 
Kromann Reumert 3 
Ronan Kennedy BL 3 



Questions - Written Answers

102

Borrower Recoverable 2012 €’000
Cheeswrights Notories Public 3 
Eoin Clifford 3 
Corporate Access (Legal Services) Ltd 2 
Polish Properties Sp.Z.O.O 2 
Gaftarnik, Le Douarin & Associes 2 
Nabarro 2 
Davis Langdon 2 
John Redmond 2 
Lambert Smith Hampton 2 
Turley Associates Ltd 2 
MMP Project Management 2 
Kingsbury 2 
DLA Piper Prague Llp 2 
Gwen Malone 1 
Richard Kearney Engineering Ltd. 1 
BJ Associes Sarl 1 
Rochford Brady Legal Services Ltd 1 
BTW Shiells Commercial Property Consultants 1 
RB Legal Services Limited 1 
BTO Brechin Tidal Oatts Solicitors 1 
DLA Piper Uk LLP (Liverpool) 1 
TLT LLP 1 
MKB Russells Solicitors 1 

17,705 

IBRC Liquidation

16/04/2013WRH01900275. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total value of Irish 
pension funds on deposit, or in any other financial product, on the books of the Irish Bank Reso-
lution Corporation at the time of liquidation under the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Bill 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16579/13]

16/04/2013WRH02000276. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the total write-down in 
the value of Irish pension funds due to the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 
under the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Bill 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16580/13]

16/04/2013WRH02100277. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the number of individual 
pension funds, that is persons, affected by the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corpora-
tion under the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Bill 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16581/13]

16/04/2013WRH02200278. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will publish the 
analysis done prior to the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation under the Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation Bill 2013 on the effect of the liquidation on Irish pension funds 
held by IBRC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16582/13]

16/04/2013WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 275 to 
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278, inclusive, together.  

As the Deputy is aware, I am not in a position to advise on the specifics of any accounts 
with IBRC (in liquidation).  I have been informed that there are a number of customer accounts 
that may not be entitled to full compensation under the deposit guarantee scheme, DGS, or the 
eligible liabilities guarantee scheme, ELG, due to the nature of the products or deposit options 
in which those account holders invested.  At the time that such products were offered there was 
no additional guarantee provided by the State in respect of those products.  It was always the 
case that the ELG scheme covered only those liabilities which were entered into during the is-
suance window. 

I have been advised that the total value of Irish pension funds placed on deposit with Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation at the time of liquidation was in the region of €1m.  This could 
exclude any funds placed on deposit with the Bank in client accounts opened on behalf of bene-
ficiaries, where these beneficiaries are Irish pension funds.  The total value of Irish pension fund 
deposits is currently under review with the respective Guarantee Scheme Operators, regarding 
consideration for payment under the respective schemes.  The total number of individual pen-
sion funds with funds placed on deposit with Irish Bank Resolution Corporation at the time of 
liquidation was 23.  Again, this could exclude any pension funds who are the beneficiaries of 
client accounts opened on their behalf.

Through the liquidation process, the proceeds from the disposal of IBRC’s assets will be 
used to repay creditors in accordance with normal Companies Acts priorities and consequently, 
preferred creditors will be paid first and then debt purchased by NAMA from the Central Bank 
will be paid.  If there are proceeds available after repayment in full of the NAMA debt, these 
proceeds will be applied to remaining unsecured creditors.  This would include depositors to the 
extent that their deposits are unguaranteed.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

As indicated in my response, the total value of Irish pension funds places on deposit with 
IBRC at the time of liquidation was in the region of €1 million.  I am advised that this could 
exclude any funds placed on deposit with the bank in client accounts opened on behalf of ben-
eficiaries, where these beneficiaries are Irish pension funds.  I am further advised that the total 
number of individual pension funds with funds placed on deposit with IBRC at the time of 
liquidation was 23.

Officials in my Department did not and do not have access to this level of information in 
relation to individual account holders and as such I am advised that it was not possible to con-
duct specific analysis on the impact of the liquidation on these types of deposits in advance of 
the liquidation.

As already indicated, the respective guarantee scheme operators are currently reviewing 
these deposits in regard to their eligibility for payment under these schemes.

EU Budget

16/04/2013WRH02400279. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance in view of a statement made 
by the European Commission on 27 March 2013 regarding the EU Budget 2013 and the need 
for further funding needed to cover unpaid claims from 2012 totalling €11.2 billion, if he will 
outline the contribution being made by Ireland to this; the amount of money Ireland will be 
paying to EU institutions in view of this; the timeframe for such payment; the date on which 
his Department was notified of this shortfall; the discussions he has had with European Com-
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missioner for Financial Programming and the Budget; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16589/13]

16/04/2013WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On 27 March 2013 the Commission 
made a proposal to amend EU budget 2013.  This is the Commission’s estimate of the total ad-
ditional amount required to meet outstanding payment needs from 2012 along with expected 
payment claims arising in 2013.  The amending budget proposal is currently under discus-
sion within the Council of Ministers under the Irish Presidency and must be agreed by both 
the Council and the European Parliament.  As this negotiation is ongoing, it is not possible to 
prejudge the outcome.  Ireland will contribute approximately 1% of the final amount agreed.  
However Ireland remains a net beneficiary under the EU Budget.  

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRJ00200280. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the 2012 annual report and accounts for Allied Irish Banks, if he will provide the details of the 
€1.2bn deleveraging of EBS buy-to-let mortgages in 2012 referred to on page 95 of the annual 
report; if the deleveraging was a sale, the name of the purchaser; the purchase price; the par 
value of the loans and the value of the loans after provisions; if AIB recorded a loss on the sale; 
and the sales process AIB engaged in to maximize the price achieved. [16592/13]

16/04/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the asset 
transfer to AIB’s pension scheme was directly linked to the bank’s Early Retirement and Vol-
untary Severance Programme and was essential for the bank to be able to fund these plans.  All 
relevant disclosures in relation to AIB’s deleveraging process are made as part of AIB’s 2012 
Annual Accounts published on 27th March 2013. 

Eurozone Crisis

16/04/2013WRJ00400281. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the confirmation 
by Moody’s Investors Services of Ireland’s sovereign debt junk status with a negative outlook, 
which Moody’s sought to justify by stating the euro areas continued vulnerability to shocks 
emanating from the regional debt crisis, most recently the agreement by the European Union 
to the bail-in of bank deposits to raise part of the funds needed for Cyprus’ financial rescue, if 
he continues to maintain that the design, to which he contributed, and implementation of the 
Cypriot bailout is good for Cyprus, the Eurozone and Ireland. [16593/13]

16/04/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I welcome that an agreement has been 
reached in relation to a programme for Cyprus.  The fact that an agreement has been reached is 
important, as this will remove uncertainty and generate stability, for Cyprus, for the euro area 
and for Ireland.  The programme will address the exceptional challenges that Cyprus is facing, 
with a view to restoring the viability of the banking sector, the soundness of public finances and 
creating the conditions for sustainable growth and job creation. 

The details of the programme have been agreed with the Troika.  Some of the elements of 
the programme have been decided upon by the Cypriot authorities themselves.  The overall 
strategy involves measures aimed at ensuring a stable, sustainable and transparent financial 
sector, a fiscal adjustment that balances short-run cyclical concerns and long-run sustainability 
objectives and a comprehensive programme of structural reforms.

Cyprus is a unique case because of the size of its banking sector (7 to 8 times GDP), com-
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bined with its structure, level of risk-taking and suboptimal supervision.  Cyprus has also been 
particularly affected by debt developments in Greece.  So the current measures are tailor-made 
to the very exceptional situation in Cyprus in order to restore the viability of a smaller banking 
sector while, at the same time, protecting all deposits below €100,000 in accordance with EU 
rules.

Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRJ00600282. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance the cost incurred by his 
Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St Patrick’s Day; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16607/13]

16/04/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In response to the Deputy’s question 
I as Minister for Finance did not participate in this year’s overseas travel programme for St. 
Patrick’s day.

Revenue Commissioners Operations

16/04/2013WRJ00800283. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance in the plan to move the Rev-
enue Commissioners payroll from Ennis to the Shared Services Centre in Killarney, if there 
are any proposals to redeploy staff from Tralee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16628/13]

16/04/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform have advised my Department that the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of 
Justice and Equality and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform are currently exam-
ining the feasibility of migrating the Revenue Commissioners’ payroll function to the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality (Financial Shared Services Centre).  They have also advised my 
Department that the feasibility study has not yet been completed and accordingly no decision 
has been taken on the matter. 

Banking Sector Staff Issues

16/04/2013WRJ01000284. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that AIB is actively rehiring former staff who left the organisation under the terms 
of early retirement and severance schemes despite the fact that these schemes prevented former 
staff who left from returning to the bank for a period of years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16630/13]

16/04/2013WRJ01100295. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the practice within AIB of rehiring bank executives who take early retirement or voluntary 
severance packages and transfering them to another section of the bank in another country 
within a three year period; his views on whether this practice is justified; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16861/13]

16/04/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 284 
and 295 together. 

AIB has informed me that as part of the Bank’s exit process, all early retirement and volun-
tary severance offers include a clause which precludes the staff member from being re-hired by 
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AIB or any of its subsidiaries, either directly or indirectly through a third party.  In the case of 
early retirement the restriction is open ended.  In the case of voluntary severance the restriction 
applies for a period of four years from the date of termination.  Controls are in place within AIB 
to ensure that any such re-hires do not occur on the AIB payroll.

I understand that AIB has retained the services of a total of four individuals post retirement, 
immediately after their exit dates, solely for the purpose of concluding two projects of signifi-
cant consequence from a regulatory and financial standpoint.  These individuals were subject 
matter experts, who were engaged on the projects prior to retirement.  Permission was sought 
from the Revenue Commissioners in advance of their appointment.  This is in the context of 
c.1,700 staff leaving AIB in 2012 as part of the early retirement and voluntary severance pro-
gramme.

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRJ01300285. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Bank of Ireland is cur-
rently engaged in or is planning to outsource work currently being carried out by bank employ-
ees to another country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16720/13]

16/04/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Bank of Ireland have supplied the fol-
lowing information in response to the Deputy’s question:-  “Bank of Ireland reviews on an 
on-going basis how best to deliver products and services to its customers in an efficient, cost ef-
fective and empathetic manner.  As a matter of policy Bank of Ireland, as a commercial organi-
sation, does not make public comments on its commercial deliberations unless or until these are 
considered to be issues which will have a material impact on the Group’s operations, financial 
statements, customers and/or staff”.

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRJ01500286. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to allow the local 
property tax to be offset against rental income in respect of an investment property; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16721/13]

16/04/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Inter-departmental group, chaired 
by Dr Don Thornhill, to consider the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”) recom-
mended that the Local Property Tax (LPT) paid in respect of a rented property should be de-
ductible for income tax or corporation tax purposes, in a similar manner to commercial rates.  
The Group recognised the considerable pressures on the public finances and the need to bridge 
the gap between expenditure and revenue, and, for this reason, the Group suggested that consid-
eration be given to phasing in deductibility over a period of years.  The Group also considered 
that it is for Government, having regard to the prevailing budgetary situation, to decide on the 
time span for phasing-in deductibility and on what percentage of LPT to allow as a deduction 
from gross rents for tax purposes.      

The Government accepted the recommendation of the Thornhill Group on this matter.  While 
there is no provision in the current legislation on the taxation of rental income that deductions 
in respect of LPT paid are allowable, it is the intention of the Government to introduce such a 
provision on a phased basis. 

Neither the manner in which this will happen or the timing has yet been decided. 



16 April 2013

107

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRJ01700287. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16771/13]

16/04/2013WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The issues raised by the Deputy are 
primarily a matter for consideration by my colleague the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government.  Section 10(1) of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act (as 
amended) defines an “unfinished housing estate” as a development of two or more buildings 
that is specified in a list prescribed, under section 10(3) of the Act by the Minister for the Envi-
ronment, Community and Local Government for the purposes of the Act.  Section 10(4) of the 
Act prescribes a range of circumstances to which the Minister shall have regard for the purposes 
of that Section.  The Minister has recently prescribed and published this list.

Fuel Laundering

16/04/2013WRJ01900288. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of compromise 
fines that were paid to the Revenue Commissioners arising out of detections of the illegal use of 
marked mineral oil in advance of any prosecution proceedings issuing for each year from 2009 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16805/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02000289. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of detections 
of the illegal use of marked mineral oil that were made each year from 2009 to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16806/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02100290. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the amount of compromise 
fines paid to the Revenue Commissioners arising out of detections of the illegal use of marked 
mineral oil per year from 2009 to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16807/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02200291. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of prosecu-
tions that were pursued by the Revenue Commissioners for the illegal use of marked mineral 
oil; the number of convictions that were achieved arising therefrom and the amount of fines 
imposed for each county for each year from 2009 to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16815/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02300292. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance the number of fines that 
were paid and the total amount collected arising out of convictions for the illegal use of marked 
mineral oil by the Revenue Commissioners for each year from 2009 to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16816/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 288 to 
292, inclusive, together.  

It is an offence, under section 102 (as amended) of the Finance Act 1999, to use marked 
mineral oil as a propellant for a motor vehicle, or to keep it in the fuel tank of a vehicle.  A per-
son guilty of this offence is liable on summary conviction to a fine of €5,000.  A trial judge may, 
in his or her discretion, mitigate this fine, provided that the amount so mitigated is not greater 
than 50 per cent of the amount of the fine.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, where marked mineral oil is detected in 
the fuel tank of a motor vehicle, the action that they take depends on the specific circumstances 
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of the particular case.  In the case of a first detection of marked mineral oil in the fuel tank of 
a private vehicle, or in certain other cases, they may offer the person concerned an opportunity 
to resolve the matter by way of payment of a compromise penalty, in lieu of prosecution.  In 
cases where marked mineral oil is found in the fuel tank of a commercial vehicle, the normal 
course would be to proceed by way of the institution of a prosecution under section 102 of the 
1999 Act. In certain cases, the vehicle in which the marked mineral oil is detected is seized by 
the Revenue Commissioners.

Details of the numbers of detections of marked mineral oil made by the Revenue Commis-
sioners in each of the years from 2009 to 2012, and to 9 April this year, are set out in the fol-
lowing table, along with the numbers of compromise penalty payments in lieu of prosecution 
received in each of those time periods and the total amounts paid in compromise penalties.  The 
table indicates also the number of cases in which a prosecution was taken, the number of con-
victions during each period and the total amounts of fines imposed on conviction.  Details are 
given also of the numbers of vehicles seized by the Revenue Commissioners.

Table

Illegal Use of Marked Mineral Oil

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 (to 9.04)
Detections 859 1,239 1,160 1,168 336
Compromise 
penalties

437 645 606 624 117

Amount of 
compromise 
penalties

€516,645 €757,850 €656,410 €700,355 €147,555

Number of 
prosecutions

275 319 328 327 83

Number of 
convictions

183 232 225 211 38

Fines im-
posed on 
conviction

€427,450 €688,650 €643,450 €585,250 €110,250

Number 
of vehicles 
seized

112 172 162 120 35

The following table breaks down, by reference to the county in which the convicting Court 
was sitting, the numbers of convictions and the amounts of fines imposed.

Table

Breakdown by county of location of sentencing Court of convictions and fines

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 (to 9.04)
Carlow - - - - 1/€2,500
Cork 24/€58,500 7/€20,500 4/€10,000 15/€41,000 5/€12,750
Donegal 1/€2,500 4/€12,500 14/€35,500 18/€49,500 4/€10,000
Dublin 51/€98,000 71/€218,300 48/€157,050 24/€65,500 2/€5,500
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 (to 9.04)
Galway 7/€17,500 10/€27,000 28/€70,000 20/€59,750 5/€15,000
Kildare - - 3/€7,500 3/€10,000 2/€12,500
Limerick 35/€80,500 49/€153,500 33/€90,900 39/€105,000 4/€10,500
Louth 13/€33,000 15/€43,000 15/€44,000 9/€23,000 2/€5,000
Mayo 2/€4,500 6/€18,500 6/€16,000 10/€28,500 3/€7,500
Meath - - - 3/€7,500 1/€2,500
Monaghan 16/€43,000 17/€45,000 16/€53,500 15/€43,000 -
Offaly 10/€28,950 28/€80,250 20/€56,000 16/€47,000 -
Sligo 10/€24,500 11/€31,000 14/€35,500 16/€44,000 2/€5,000
Wateford 13/€34,000 12/€33,600 17/€48,500 15/€39,000 5/€16,500
Wexford 1/€2,500 2/€5,500 6/€16,500 5/€12,500 1/€2,500
Wicklow - - 1/€2,500 3/€10,000 1/€2,500
I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, as they are not responsible for the col-

lection of fines imposed by the Courts, they do not have information on the payment of fines. 

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRJ02500293. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding an anomaly in the local property tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16849/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property is to be valued for 
Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that LPT 
is a self-assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the 
tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property and Revenue will not 
be involved, as a matter of routine, in valuing individual properties.  

For the purposes of LPT, property values for properties under €1 million are organised into 
valuation bands, with a range of €50,000 in each band.  This means that property owners are not 
required to provide a precise value for their property but instead must determine the valuation 
band into which their residential property falls.  I am further advised by the Commissioners that 
the initial valuation of a property on 1 May 2013 will be valid up to and including 2016 and will 
not be affected by any increases or decreases in the value of properties or, improvements made 
to the property, over this period.  This will ensure a measure of certainty for all property owners 
for the next three and a half years. 

As I have previously advised the House, where a property owner makes their property valu-
ation in an honest and reasonable manner, whether they base that on Revenue’s own on-line 
valuation guide or some other means, that valuation will not be challenged by Revenue in ac-
cordance with its normal Customer Service Charter and, consequently, additional charges will 
not be applied.  By the same token, as property owners are not required to provide a precise 
value for their property, it is unlikely that any owner would find themselves in the position 
where they overpay their LPT.  

In conclusion, Deputy, I do not consider that there is any anomaly in the LPT regime and I 
am satisfied that valuations of residential properties, made in good faith by the owner, will be 
accepted by the Revenue Commissioners.
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Excise Duties Collection

16/04/2013WRJ02700294. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that 
results of a recent survey prove that Ireland is the fifth most expensive country in Europe in 
which to buy diesel, his views on whether it would lead to a direct stimulus to the economy if 
the excise duty on diesel and petrol was reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16854/13]

16/04/2013WRJ02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ireland, as with other countries, has 
experienced an increase in fuel prices.  This increase is an international phenomenon.  Fuel 
prices are driven by a number of factors including the price of oil on international markets, 
exchange rates, production costs and refining costs.  The rise in oil prices over recent periods 
reflected additional factors such as geopolitical uncertainty in Northern Africa and the Middle 
East with potential supply disruptions. The Exchequer yield from excise, as excise is set at a 
nominal amount, does not increase as the price of fuels increase.  On the other hand, the yield 
from VAT per litre of fuel, as VAT is set as a percentage of the price, increases as the price of 
fuels increase.  

It should be noted however that businesses are entitled to reclaim VAT incurred on their 
business inputs, including VAT incurred on fuel.  For example, VAT incurred on auto-diesel and 
marked gas oil (MGO or green diesel) used in the course of business is a deductible credit for 
business in the Irish VAT system.

The Deputy will also be aware that, in the context of Budget 2013, I provided for relief from 
excise duty on auto diesel for qualifying road transport and passenger transport operators. 

There are no plans for further taxation adjustments, as to do so, could lead to significant 
costs to the Exchequer. 

  Question No. 295 answered with Question No. 284.

Fuel Laundering

16/04/2013WRJ03000296. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the progress that has 
been made regarding the introduction of a new marker system to combat the rise in fuel laun-
dering in the border region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16877/13]

16/04/2013WRJ03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners, who are responsible for tackling fuel laundering, that Revenue and Her Majesty’s 
Revenue and Customs (HMRC) are pursuing jointly a new and more effective fuel marker for 
common use in both jurisdictions.  A Memorandum of Understanding setting out an indicative 
timeframe was agreed in 2012 by Revenue and HMRC and work on the project is proceeding.  
A joint ‘Invitation to Make Submissions’ (IMS), which issued in June 2012, generated interna-
tional interest and twelve submissions were received by the closing date.  These submissions 
are being evaluated jointly at present by Revenue and HMRC on the basis of agreed scientific, 
legal and operational criteria.  Fuel laundering imposes significant costs on the community and 
poses a serious threat to tax yield and to legitimate businesses.  As part of its strategy to curb 
illegal activity in this area, Revenue strengthened licensing requirements for traders in auto 
fuels in 2011 to limit the ability of fuel criminals to get laundered fuel onto the market.  A new 
licensing requirement was introduced for traders in marked fuel oil from 1 October 2012 to 
limit the ability of fuel criminals to source marked fuel for laundering.  In addition, Revenue in-
troduced new supply chain controls requiring all licensed fuel retailers to make monthly returns 
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to Revenue, from 1 January 2013, of their fuel transactions, which will provide assurance about 
the distribution of all fuels and identify suspicious or anomalous transactions and distribution 
patterns.

In the period 2011 to 2012, over 2 million litres of fuel was seized, 20 fuel laundries were 
detected and closed and over 89 filling stations were closed because they were unlicensed or in 
breach of licensing conditions. 

Mortgage Interest Relief Extension

16/04/2013WRJ03200297. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his views on a growing prob-
lem with a large number of would-be second home movers trapped by negative equity and 
living in homes that their families have outgrown and the only alternative to selling up and 
crystallising losses may be to let the property; his views on extending mortgage interest relief 
in respect of these homes that were bought at the height of the boom, but will lose this relief 
if the home owner moves into alternative rented accommodation; the steps or initiatives being 
taken to assist such families who need to move on from their starter home; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16902/13]

16/04/2013WRJ03300304. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance in view of the number of families 
in apartments that are constrained from moving to larger homes due to negative equity and the 
loss of the tax relief on their mortgage interest, if he will consider an exemption for families 
who move to larger homes from the loss of this tax relief; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16980/13]

16/04/2013WRJ03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 297 
and 304 together.  

The position is that mortgage interest relief is available in respect of interest paid on quali-
fying loans taken out on or after 1 January 2004 and on or before 31 December 2012 and such 
relief applies up to and including the tax year 2017. 

Mortgage interest relief is available, at varying rates and subject to certain ceilings, in re-
spect of interest paid by an individual on a loan used by that individual for the purchase, repair, 
development or improvement of his/her sole or main residence.   

However, it should be noted that where an individual or family rents out their residential 
property they may be allowed a deduction, subject to certain conditions, in computing the tax-
able rents from that letting of 75% of the interest on monies borrowed to purchase, improve or 
repair that property.  

As you are aware, this Government is very conscious of the significant concerns and dif-
ficulties faced by homeowners, not least in relation to their mortgages.  In addition, the Gov-
ernment is committed to helping address the particular problems faced by those that bought 
homes at the height of the property boom between 2004 and 2008.  In this regard, in Budget 
2012, I announced my intention to fulfill the commitment in the Programme for Government 
to increase the rate of mortgage interest relief to 30 per cent for first time buyers who took out 
their first mortgage in that period. 

A mortgage holder will qualify for the increased rate if they made their first mortgage inter-
est payment in the period 2004 to 2008 or if they drew down their mortgage in that period. 

As you will appreciate, I receive numerous requests for the introduction of new tax reliefs 
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and the extension of existing ones, but I must be mindful of the public finances and the many 
demands on the Exchequer, given the significant budgetary constraints.  Tax reliefs, no matter 
how worthwhile in themselves, reduce the tax base and make general reform of the tax system 
that much more difficult.

Furthermore, it is also worth pointing out that this Government has put in place a compre-
hensive strategy to address the significant difficulties faced by some home owners in meeting 
their mortgage obligations.  The Government’s strategy is built around four distinct areas – Per-
sonal Insolvency, a Mortgage Advisory Service, the Mortgage to Rent Scheme and Engagement 
with the banks, significant progress has been made in these areas.

As announced recently, the implementation of this strategy has further intensified with the 
Central Bank now setting time bound and measurable targets for banks on their progress in re-
solving, on a durable basis, the position of their mortgage customers who are in arrears on their 
mortgage.  The “Keane Report” has already outlined a number of possible options that can be 
considered in order to provide a sustainable solution for a mortgage in difficulty on a case by 
case basis.  

The Government recognises that the position of negative equity is a difficult one for some 
homeowners.  However, a number of steps have been taken to assist those that find themselves 
in this position.  For example, the Central Bank is allowing banks, in appropriate cases, to pro-
vide new mortgages to people to move home even if the homeowner is currently experiencing 
negative equity. 

However, in the mortgage area, the main priority for Government relates to the issue of 
significant mortgage arrears and the objective is, from both a social and economic policy point 
of view, that home owners who are in mortgage difficulty should be assisted to remain in their 
homes where feasible and appropriate.  

The importance of the work to address the mortgage arrears problem is reflected in the fact 
that a special Government committee on this issue has been established, which is chaired by the 
Taoiseach.  However, ultimately the Government is of the view that it is the regeneration of the 
economy, the restoration of employment levels and income growth that will address the real so-
cial and economic problems associated with high levels of mortgage and personal indebtedness.  
As the Deputy will be aware, the Government focus has been on the introduction of many new 
initiatives aimed at fostering and generating economic growth.  The successful achievement of 
this objective will restore consumer confidence and bring the tangible and sustainable recovery 
that the country requires.

Tax Rebates

16/04/2013WRJ03500298. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry with no regular income is entitled to some rebate from taxation paid on the sale 
of shares that they owned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16917/13]

16/04/2013WRJ03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Gains on the sale of shares are subject 
to Capital Gains Tax (CGT).  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the taxpayer 
was granted an exemption in relation to the first €1,270 of annual gain.  The taxpayer’s overall 
level of income is not taken into account in relation to Capital Gains Tax, and it appears from 
Revenue’s records that there is no basis for a tax rebate in this case.  
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Ministerial Allowances

16/04/2013WRJ03700299. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance regarding if Ministers living 
outside Dublin claim tax breaks on Dublin properties plus new house taxes, if they are allowed 
to write off costs of mortgages interest; if they can claim tax relief on utilities bills, repairs and 
maintenance of their properties; and if they do not pay rates on their T.D.s office, will they now 
pay the new tax due in July.  [16924/13]

16/04/2013WRJ03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 836 of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act provides for a tax deduction under section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 in 
respect of the cost of maintaining a second residence where, arising out of the performance of 
his or her duties, a Minister or a Minister of State is obliged to maintain that second residence 
in addition to his or her main residence.  The allowance is confined to office holders who repre-
sent constituencies outside the Dublin area and is known as the Dual Abode Allowance.  As the 
Deputy is aware, overnight expenses are not paid to office holders.

The residence in respect of which the Dual Abode Allowance can be claimed is the office 
holder’s second residence and can be claimed if they own or rent the second residence in Dublin 
or if they use hotel or guesthouse accommodation as a second residence.

There is no exemption from the Local Property Tax for Ministers or Ministers of State in 
their personal capacity, nor is there any provision in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
(as amended) for an exemption from the Local Property Tax (LPT) in relation to second resi-
dences in respect of which the ‘Dual Abode Allowance’ is claimed. 

Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRJ03900300. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be permitted to transfer their approved minimum retirement fund pension 
to an approved retirement fund before the age of 75.  [16927/13]

16/04/2013WRJ04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): An Approved Minimum Retirement 
Fund (AMRF) is converted to an Approved Retirement Fund (ARF) either on attaining age 75, 
on satisfying the specified lifetime income requirement or on death.  Since enactment of the 
Finance Act 2013 on 27 March 2013, that specified income requirement has reverted back to 
€12,700 from a previous figure of 1.5 times the maximum annual rate of State Pension (Con-
tributory) at the time the ARF option is exercised. Therefore if the individual concerned has 
guaranteed income for life of €12,700 per annum he should advise his fund manager who will 
convert his AMRF to an ARF.

If he does not satisfy the specified income requirement, then, if his AMRF was established 
since 6 February 2011 and contains assets of more than €63,500, his fund manager will transfer 
the amount in excess of €63,500 to an ARF and this amount will be available for drawdown by 
him and subject to tax and other statutory deductions.

The Explanatory Memorandum that accompanied the latest Finance Bill stated that the re-
version of the specified income requirement from 1.5 times the prevailing rate of State Pension 
Contributory to €12,700 was to be for a period of 3 years, whereupon the higher limit imple-
mented in 2011 will be reapplied by Finance Act 2016.

IBRC Liquidation
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16/04/2013WRJ04100301. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider using 
Section 9 of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 to instruct the Special Liquidator 
to pay to the former employees the level of redundancy that was agreed prior to the liquidation 
of the bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16933/13]

16/04/2013WRJ04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There are standard rules which apply to 
the distribution of the assets of companies in liquidation and it would not be appropriate for me 
to interfere with these rules by way of the use of Section 9 of the Irish Bank Resolution Corpo-
ration Act 2013 or otherwise.  Such interference could have the impact of diverting the assets 
of IBRC from one category of creditor to another outside the normal Companies Acts priorities.  
Any such interference would be open to challenges in the Irish Courts by unsecured credi-
tors.  Notwithstanding the above, the State does intervene to ensure that statutory redundancy 
is available for IBRC staff through the Social Insurance Fund and that arrears of pay, sick pay, 
holiday pay or pay in lieu of statutory notice (limited to EUR600 per week up to a maximum of 
eight weeks) are payable from the Insolvency Payments Scheme.

I acknowledge the significant efforts and commitment made by the staff in IBRC over the 
past few difficult years whilst the bank was in wind down and the difficulties that arise for staff 
as a result of the liquidation but it was necessary to take the decision to liquidate IBRC in the 
larger public interest.  I am sure the staff will continue to work to ensure a satisfactory outcome 
for Irish taxpayers while they remain in employment under the liquidation process.  Further-
more, some staff may, in time, be re-hired by NAMA or other purchasers of the assets.

The Special Liquidators have advised that there is on-going interaction between the IBOA 
and the Special Liquidators.  The Special Liquidators have indicated that they are highly cog-
nisant of the issues that the IBOA have been highlighting and that significant steps have already 
been taken to address those concerns including the announcement on Tuesday 19 March by the 
Special Liquidators that contracts of staff would be extended out to 7 August with one month’s 
notice thereafter.  This should provide some reassurance to IBRC staff relative to the common 
position in liquidations where staff contracts are terminated on liquidation. 

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRK00100302. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the procedure to be fol-
lowed when a property tax notice issues in error to a person at a previous address (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16971/13]

16/04/2013WRK00200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax is to be administered and provides that a liability for Lo-
cal Property Tax (LPT) will arise where a person owns a residential property on the liability date 
which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 2013.     A key aspect of the work undertaken by Revenue 
was the development of a comprehensive Register of residential properties in the State.  The 
Register was developed using data drawn from a range of sources including Revenue’s own da-
tabases, the Local Government Management Agency database and data from utility companies.  
Data from the various sources has been cross-checked to ensure that the Register is as accurate 
as possible.  The Register is being used to issue correspondence to property owners and work 
is still in progress to refine it.  

I am informed that while every effort has been made to correctly match residential proper-
ties to owners, in a small number of cases, some individuals who are renting properties have 
inadvertently received LPT Returns from Revenue for the property.  One reason for this may be 
that the landlord of the rented property has not registered with the Private Residential Tenancies 
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Board.  

Indeed the possibility of individuals other than owners receiving Returns in error, has been 
cited by the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners in public statements that she has made in 
connection with the currently ongoing general issue of LPT Returns.  I am further advised that 
this particular possibility is covered in the letter and the information booklet that accompanies 
the LPT Return.  The correspondence advises anyone who receives an LPT Return from Rev-
enue, but who is not the liable person in respect of a property, what steps they should take.  It is 
important that they should not ignore the Return.  

Where an individual who is renting a property receives a Return for that property they 
should advise Revenue in writing that they are not the liable person in respect of the property 
and provide the relevant supporting documentation, where available.  This will ensure that the 
LPT Register can be corrected.  I am advised by Revenue that individuals who are receiving 
LPT Returns in error are advising the Revenue Commissioners, who are updating the Register 
accordingly. 

I am further advised by the Commissioners that rather than issuing multiple Returns to own-
ers of multiple properties, a single letter issued to each of these owners instructing them to file 
their Returns for their properties on-line.  As the Deputy’s constituent received a single Return 
in his or her name from Revenue, this would suggest that it is the only property that Revenue 
would have identified the constituent in question as the owner of.  However, if the Deputy 
wishes to supply the details of the constituent, I will pass these on to the Revenue Commission-
ers, who will check the LPT Register to ensure that this is the case.

While it is absolutely regretted that any correspondence issues to the wrong person, given 
the scale of the operation involved, there was always a likelihood that this would arise in some 
instances.  I am very satisfied that as part of Revenue’s communications around the general is-
sue of LPT Returns, the Commissioners sought to fore-warn taxpayers and they have provided 
very clear guidance on the steps that should be taken in these cases. 

Foreign Earnings Deduction

16/04/2013WRK00300303. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if it is the case that the pay-
ment of either national or sub-national property taxes in respect of a property that is owned by 
an Irish resident but rented out in a foreign jurisdiction can be used to reduce the income tax bill 
arising from the rental income from the property; and his estimate of the cost of this provision 
to the tax-payer in the past year for which figures are available [16978/13]

16/04/2013WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that their published practice, in relation to foreign rental property states that a property 
or ownership tax cannot be claimed as a deduction or a credit against any Irish tax liability aris-
ing on rents arising from the letting of foreign property. All the relevant details can be found 
on the Revenue website http://www.revenue.ie/en/personal/buy-sell/foreign-property/foreign-
income-tax-paidliability-irish-tax.html .   Taxable rental income from foreign rental property 
is generally calculated in the same way as taxable rental income from Irish property, with the 
same deductions and allowances being available.

In that regard, the main deductible expenses available in respect of Irish rental property, as 
provided for in the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, are:

- any rent payable by a landlord in the case of a sub-lease;
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- the cost to a landlord of any goods provided or services rendered to a tenant;

- the cost of maintenance, repairs, insurance and management of the property;

- the interest paid on borrowed money used to purchase, improve or repair the property 
(which, in the case of residential property, is restricted to 75% of the interest); and payment of 
local authority rates.

In addition, wear and tear capital allowances are available in respect of the capital expen-
diture incurred on fixtures and fittings provided by a landlord for the purposes of furnishing 
rented residential accommodation. These allowances are granted at the rate of 12.5% per annum 
of the actual cost of the fixtures and fittings over a period of 8 years.

I am further advised by the Commissioners that credit against Irish income tax for property 
tax paid in respect of property located in a foreign jurisdiction is not available under our double 
taxation treaties.  In the first instance, credit under a tax treaty is only available in respect of 
taxes listed in the treaty, and most of Ireland’s treaties cover income and capital gains, but not 
capital taxes.  Secondly, in the relatively small number of Irish tax treaties (less than one in 
seven) that include provisions on the avoidance of double taxation with respect to capital, the 
principle adopted by the OECD that credit is to be allowed for income tax only against income 
tax, and for capital tax only against capital tax, is followed.   This means that, in those tax trea-
ties that itemise property tax in the foreign jurisdiction in the list of taxes covered by the treaty, 
the double taxation relief provisions in each provide that credit for the property tax will not be 
given against income tax in Ireland.

Question No. 304 answered with Question No. 297.

Fuel Laundering

16/04/2013WRK00500305. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase 
personnel in Customs and Excise in the border area to help eradicate the problem of laundered 
diesel in the border counties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16987/13]

16/04/2013WRK00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Revenue is an integrated tax and cus-
toms administration.  The Revenue Commissioners currently has approximately 2,000 staff 
engaged on activities that are dedicated to target and confront non-compliance. These front-line 
activities include anti-smuggling and anti-evasion, investigation and prosecution, audit, assur-
ance checks, anti-avoidance, returns compliance and debt collection.   Revenue has an enforce-
ment presence at strategic locations throughout the State. Enforcement strength at particular 
locations is regularly augmented with additional personnel on a risk-assessment basis, or when 
particular operations are taking place.  Revenue adopts a comprehensive strategy to tackle the 
problem of laundered diesel.  Their “Strategy for Combating the Illegal Trade in Mineral Oils 
(2011-2013)”, which is published on the Revenue website (www.revenue.ie), includes a range 
of measures designed to complement each other in targeting the supply and demand sides of 
the market for laundered diesel. This strategy includes supply chain controls designed to deny 
fuel launderers access to marked fuel for laundering and to deny them access to the market 
for laundered fuel. In this work, Revenue is supported by well-established structures to ensure 
very close cooperation between all relevant agencies north and south of the border. The Cross 
Border Fuel Fraud Group brings together representatives from a number of agencies, including 
An Garda Síochána, the Criminal Assets Bureau and the PSNI, in addition to the Irish and UK 
Revenue authorities. There is excellent cooperation between all these agencies in the sharing 
of intelligence and identification and investigation of the organised criminals involved in this 
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fraud.     Measures taken to date include the introduction of a stronger licensing regime for the 
auto-fuel sector and the introduction of a new licensing regime for marked fuel traders in Oc-
tober 2012.  From January 2013, new reporting requirements have taken effect which require 
all licensed fuel traders to report their transactions to Revenue on a monthly basis. This supply 
chain data will enable Revenue to identify suspicious or anomalous activity for investigation.

The Revenue Commissioners are subject to the Employment Control Framework staffing 
reductions imposed since 2009. Revenue’s overall staffing levels have reduced from a total of 
6,581(FTE) at the end of 2008 to its current level of 5,780 (FTE). Notwithstanding this reduc-
tion, Revenue staff resources assigned to compliance activities have been maintained at around 
2,000. The Revenue Commissioners have accorded a very high priority to the tackling of the 
illegal trade, including laundered diesel, and they are committed to ensuring that despite the 
staff reductions that this enforcement work will continue to be resourced to the maximum ex-
tent possible.  The Deputy will appreciate that for reasons of operational sensitivity the Com-
missioners are not in a position to provide details or plans of enforcement deployment at any 
given location.

16/04/2013WRK00650VAT Rates Exemptions

16/04/2013WRK00700306. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the reduced rate of VAT 
applies to ice-cream parlours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16992/13]

16/04/2013WRK00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the standard rate of VAT, currently 23%, applies to the sale of ice-cream, as it 
does to the most confectionery and sugary foods.  In this respect, ice-cream parlours selling ice 
cream to customers must charge the 23% rate on the supply of ice-cream.   However, where 
ice-cream is provided as part of a meal by a caterer, such as a restaurant, the meal, including the 
ice-cream element, is liable to VAT at the 9% reduced rate. 

16/04/2013WRK00825Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRK00900307. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the procedure to 
withdraw the pre-retirement additional voluntary contributions; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17001/13]

16/04/2013WRK01000341. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Finance when he expects that eli-
gible persons will be able to avail of the new provisions in the Finance Act 2013 for the pre-
retirement access to AVCs; the date eligible persons will be able to encash up to 30% of AVCs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17412/13]

16/04/2013WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 307 
and 341 together as both relate to pre-retirement access to Additional Voluntary Contributions 
(AVCs).

Finance Act 2013 was passed into law on 27th March and section 17 of the Act, which 
makes provision for pre-retirement access to AVCs, has effect from that date. Section 17 in-
troduces a new section 782A into the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 which provides members 
of occupational pension schemes with a three-year window of opportunity to draw down, on a 
once-off basis, up to 30% of the accumulated value of certain AVCs made by them, including 
additional voluntary PRSA contributions made to AVC PRSAs. Where AVCs are subject to a 
pension adjustment order, both parties to the order may exercise the option independently in 
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respect of their respective “share” of the AVCs.

The procedures set out in the legislation for exercising the AVC access option are straight 
forward and I have outlined these hereunder. However, in addition to these procedures, I am 
aware from discussions which my Department and the Revenue Commissioners have had with 
various pension industry representative bodies, that the administrators of AVC funds will also 
be putting administrative procedures and systems in place to facilitate the access option at an 
operational level. I understand that these administrative and systems procedures are in the pro-
cess of being finalised. 

The likelihood is, of course, that an individual contemplating availing of the option will 
firstly contact his pension fund administrator by phone or email to establish what he or she 
needs to do. In that regard, the legislation requires the individual to give an irrevocable written 
instruction to the administrator of the fund that he or she wishes to avail of the option. Provided 
the individual qualifies for the encashment option, the administrator acts on the instruction by 
determining the value of the AVC fund and paying an amount, not exceeding 30% of the value, 
to the individual subject to deduction of the appropriate amount of tax. The amount paid is treat-
ed as emoluments to which Schedule E applies and tax is collected at source under the PAYE 
system. The legislation requires the administrator to deduct tax at the higher rate of 41%, unless 
the administrator has received from Revenue a tax credit certificate in respect of the individual. 
The payments are specifically exempt from USC and PRSI.

 I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, in advance of any payment of AVCs 
being made, the individual exercising the option should contact his or her Revenue Office for 
a Certificate of Tax Credits and Standard Rate Cut-off point in respect of the AVC payment. It 
may be the case that the pension fund administrator will contact Revenue on behalf of the indi-
vidual, but where the individual is applying directly to Revenue he or she would need to advise 
Revenue of the pension fund administrator’s registered number (i.e. employer number) so that 
Revenue can forward the Certificate to the correct administrator. The Certificate will indicate 
the Standard Rate Cut-off Point and tax credits, if any, appropriate to the AVC access payment 
and facilitate the deduction of the correct amount of tax by the administrator. 

  Question No. 308 answered with Question No. 217.

  Questions Nos. 309 and 310 answered with Question No. 224.

16/04/2013WRK01187Mortgage Arrears Proposals

16/04/2013WRK01200311. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the plans in place to deal 
with mortgage arrears in institutions outside the specified credit institutions, specified in the 
Central Bank’s mortgage arrears resolution targets in March 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17060/13]

16/04/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Cen-
tral Bank announced new measures to address mortgage arrears, including the publication of 
performance targets for the main mortgage banks.  The targets are set in relation to both Princi-
pal Dwelling Homes and Buy to Let mortgages.    Performance targets have been set for:

- ACC;

- AIB;

- Bank of Ireland; 
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- KBC Bank Ireland;

- Permanent TSB; and 

- Ulster Bank. 

The Central Bank has advised that these institutions cover the vast majority of the mortgage 
book in Ireland, accounting for around 90% of mortgages held and that it will examine whether 
it should extend the targets to other mortgage lenders in due course. The Central Bank also con-
tinues to engage with all regulated lenders to ensure that adequate mortgage arrears resolution 
strategies are in place.

Tax Credits

16/04/2013WRK01400312. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the 
position regarding the availability of tax credits to company directors, particularly in a start-up 
scenario, as a measure of supporting certain enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17066/13]

16/04/2013WRK01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
provision of a tax credit similar to the PAYE tax credit of €1,650 for individuals who start their 
own business.   Such a measure could prove costly to the Exchequer. If 10,000 new businesses 
were created in 2013 the cost of the credit could be €16.5 million, potentially rising to €49.5 
million in 2015 if the same number of businesses were created each year. A large portion of this 
cost could relate to deadweight. 

It is not clear whether the introduction of such a credit for self-employed individuals would 
be effective, given that many new businesses are loss-making in the early stages and, as a re-
sult, the credit would be unused by many individuals. It is unclear how this tax credit would 
stimulate business creation, or increase levels of employment. The provision of such a tax credit 
would not be sufficient in its own right to encourage individuals to take up self-employment.

As the Deputy is aware, in the recent Budget I announced a 10 point tax reform plan to help 
small business. Many of the measures contained in this plan are available to entrepreneurs who 
start their own business, including a 3 year corporation tax relief for start-ups, increasing the 
VAT cash receipts threshold and extending the Employment and Investment Incentive and Seed 
Capital Scheme.

Budget Timetable

16/04/2013WRK01600313. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the date on which the budget-
ary process for 2014 will commence in view of the fact that the budget is due to be delivered in 
Dáil Éireann early this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17074/13]

16/04/2013WRK01700314. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the changes made by him, 
since coming to office, to the operation and the timing of the budgetary process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17075/13]

16/04/2013WRK01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 313 
and 314 together.

The budgetary process for 2014, like any other year, is a “whole-year” process and in that 
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regard preparations have already commenced for Budget 2014.  

Last March, both ECOFIN and the European Parliament agreed on the content of two draft 
regulations known as the “two-pack”. The “two-pack” is currently undergoing the jurist lin-
guists process which finalises the regulations in all official languages and it is expected that they 
will be formally adopted in May or June.

One of the regulations concerning common provisions for monitoring and assessing draft 
budgetary plans includes the following requirements:

- the draft budget for central government and the main parameters of the draft budgets for 
all the other sub-sectors of the general government must be published by the 15th of October 
each year; 

- draft budgetary plans in a common format must be submitted by all Euro area Member 
States not in a programme of assistance;

- the draft budget must be based on independent macroeconomic forecasts which are defined 
as forecasts produced or endorsed by an independent body; and

- the budget for the central government must be adopted or fixed upon and published by the 
31st of December each year.

In light of these requirements, the Government has decided to bring Budget Day forward 
from the first week in December to on or before the 15th of October from now on. This means 
that Budget 2014 will be presented on Tuesday, the 15th of October this year.

The Government has also decided that the Finance Bill should complete its passage through 
the Oireachtas by the 31st of December each year. This timeline will be considerably shorter 
than the present requirement that it must be enacted within 120 days of the Budget. Under the 
new arrangements, the Finance Bill will have to be passed 65 to 70 days after the Budget.

Following the Government decision on the timing of the budget, the Departments of Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform are considering the follow-on implications of moving both 
Budget Day and the Finance Bill forward.  It is the intention of both Departments to keep all 
bodies that contribute to the Budget and Finance Bill processes fully informed of changes so 
that they can plan accordingly.

The decision on implementation of the independent macroeconomic forecasts is still under 
consideration. Furthermore, the Government will decide later in the budgetary process whether 
to submit a draft budgetary plan in the common format as Ireland is exempt from this require-
ment because it is in a programme.

With regards to the operational budgetary process, the Deputy should be aware that there 
have been numerous European developments over the past few years including strengthening 
of the Stability and Growth Pact through the six-pack, the Fiscal Stability Treaty and continuing 
with the two-pack as outlined above. The impacts of all of these are taken into account.

Furthermore, the Deputy should also note that my colleague, Mr. Brendan Howlin T.D., the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has implemented significant changes on the Ex-
penditure side of the Budget including the introduction of a Medium-Term Expenditure Frame-
work, which includes multi-annual expenditure ceilings, the extension of the performance bud-
geting initiative, including the introduction of IrelandStat   and the introduction of a public 
spending code.
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16/04/2013WRK01850Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Collection

16/04/2013WRK01900315. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that a non 
principal private residence is subject to both NPPR tax and to local property tax; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17085/13]

16/04/2013WRK02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Non-Principal Private Residence 
charge (NPPR) is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government.  The NPPR charge will be collected in 2013, when a half-year Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) will also apply.  The NPPR charge will be discontinued thereafter. 

Pensions Levy Yield

16/04/2013WRK02100316. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the way the money collected 
from the pension levy is being spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17125/13]

16/04/2013WRK02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The implementation of a jobs and 
growth strategy is a key priority of the Government. The moneys raised from the pension fund 
levy are being used to pay for the Government’s Jobs Initiative introduced in May 2011. The 
Jobs Initiative contains a range of measures aimed at assisting in employment generation – pro-
viding opportunities for those who are out of work, to restore public morale and confidence in 
the economy and encourage spending by consumers.    Amounts received from the pension fund 
levy are paid into the Exchequer central fund.  Central fund is made up of tax revenue, non-tax 
revenue and borrowing. These funds are used in the day-to-day running of the State and it is 
therefore extremely difficult to quantify which specific funds are used for which purpose. That 
said, it is possible to cost the measures contained in the Jobs Initiative and examine their effect 
on the relevant sectors. 

As part of the Jobs Initiative, a new reduced rate of VAT at 9%, with effect from 1st of July 
2011 until 31st December 2013, was introduced. This reduced rate targeted services and goods 
relating to the employment intensive tourism sector. This measure was estimated to cost the 
Exchequer €470 million in reduced VAT receipts by end 2012.

Upon assessment of this measure in late 2012, contained in the Medium Term Fiscal State-
ment, it was shown that there was significant pass through of the VAT reduction to tourism re-
lated goods and services.  It can reasonably be inferred that this policy measure has contributed 
to the employment growth evident in the food and accommodations services sector since the 
measure was introduced.

One way to help job creation and improve our labour cost competitiveness is to ease the 
costs on employers of taking on new employees. Accordingly, the Jobs Initiative announced the 
lowering of employers PRSI for lower paid employment until end 2013. PRSI initiatives were 
estimated to cost over €303m in the two years to 2012.

In line with the Government’s priority of fostering growth and creating jobs, the Finance 
Bill 2012 gave effect to measures supporting employment for both the FDI and SME sectors. 
These measures included a special assignee relief programme to encourage foreign companies 
to invest in Ireland, a foreign earnings deduction to assist the expansion into emerging markets 
and changes to the R&D tax credit scheme to aid the SME sector. These measures are estimated 
to cost the Exchequer €16 million on a yearly basis. 

As the Deputy is aware, a significant portion of the policies contained in the Jobs Initiative 
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are related to labour market activation and capital projects. The Governments strategy on labour 
market activation – Pathways to Work – strives to ensure that, as employments opportunities 
materialize through the Jobs Initiative, as many of these jobs as possible are filled from the live 
register – with a particular focus on those who are long term unemployed or at risk of long term 
unemployment. In addition, the Job Bridge internship programme gives employers the oppor-
tunity to provide valuable work experience to the unemployed and as an added benefit gives 
employers the ability to assess the suitability of individuals for future employment.

 As noted, the Jobs Initiative will also allow for various capital projects to take place, creat-
ing further employment opportunities. For example, capital funding was made available for 374 
primary and post primary school building projects. As stated at the launch of the Jobs Initiative, 
this investment alone will create approximately 2400 direct and 480 indirect jobs in the con-
struction sector over the life of the initiative.

Finally, I would like to emphasise the point that the impact of the Jobs Initiative, as specified 
on announcement day, will be budgetary neutral.

16/04/2013WRK02250Pensions Levy Issues

16/04/2013WRK02300317. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance when the pension levy will 
cease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17126/13]

16/04/2013WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In my Budget 2013 speech, I made a 
point of confirming that the pension levy announced as part of the Jobs Initiative will not be 
renewed after 2014.

Pensions Levy Yield

16/04/2013WRK02500318. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount that has been 
collected to date by the pension levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17127/13]

16/04/2013WRK02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that receipts to date from the temporary 0.6% stamp duty levy on pension fund assets 
introduced in the Finance (No. 2) Act 2011 amounted to €463 million in 2011 and €483 million 
in 2012.  This is broadly in line with the amounts anticipated to be collected in those years.   
There is no yield from the levy as yet in respect of 2013. The deadline date for payment of the 
levy in 2013 is 25 September next.

Croke Park Agreement Issues

16/04/2013WRK02700319. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance his projected annual 
reduction in GDP growth arising from the proposed Croke Park II proposals to cut a further 
one billion euro from the public sector pay and pensions bill between July 2013 and June 2015. 
[17149/13]

16/04/2013WRK02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Croke Park II would represent another 
key milestone in returning the Irish economy to a sound fiscal footing.  It is only by addressing 
our current fiscal imbalances that we will be able to return to sustainable economic growth and 
job creation. As the Deputy will be aware, there remains a considerable gap between revenue 
generated and expenditure. This situation is not sustainable over the longer term. In addition to 
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the requirement to bring our deficit to under 3% of GDP by 2015 as per the Excessive Deficit 
Procedure, it makes sense that we bring balance back to the public finances and stabilise and 
reduce our debt burden.   It should also be noted that while the necessary consolidation can have 
a negative short-run impact on economic output, the Government is pursuing fiscal consolida-
tion in a manner that minimises the impact on the economy.

My Department will publish revised macroeconomic and fiscal forecasts at the end of this 
month as part of the Stability Programme Update 2013. These forecasts will take account of all 
developments, both domestic and international, since the Budget.

Question No. 320 answered with Question No. 198.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRK02900321. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if the exceptional circum-
stances of a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be considered in terms of their prop-
erty tax liability; if an exemption can be granted in this instance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17193/13]

16/04/2013WRK03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax (LPT) is to be administered and provides for a number 
of specific exemptions from the charge. Chapter 14 of the Revenue booklet ‘ Your guide to Lo-
cal Property Tax’ sets out in detail the various property types that are exempt from LPT. From 
the information provided by the Deputy, the person in question does not qualify for any exemp-
tion as provided for in the Act.    If the person in question is concerned about his/her ability to 
pay LPT in a single payment then he/she may want to consider using one of the phased pay-
ment options that spreads payment in instalments across the year. The various payment options 
including phased cash payments and direct debit arrangements are detailed in ‘Chapter 11’ of 
the Revenue booklet ‘ Your guide to Local Property Tax’. For example, LPT can be deducted 
at source on a phased basis from salaries or occupational pensions or from certain payments 
from the Departments of Social Protection and Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The Revenue 
Commissioners advise that where deduction at source is chosen, there is no additional admin-
istration or interest charge. Payments can also be made by direct debit from current accounts in 
banks and other financial institutions including credit unions. Finally, liable persons can avail 
of phased payment facilities through third party payment service providers. This option does 
attract a transactional charge, which is levied by the service provider.

The Act also provides for circumstances whereby a person may opt to defer or partially 
defer payment of LPT where certain conditions are met. Chapter 12 of the Revenue booklet ‘ 
Your guide to Local Property Tax’ sets out in detail the various deferral types that are available. 
Revenue has also published extensive guidelines on the various types of deferrals, including 
examples, on its website www.revenue.ie.

The Deputy should note that deferral is not an exemption.  Payment of the tax is deferred, 
meaning that it becomes payable later and carries an interest charge at a rate of 4% per annum 
on all amounts of LPT that are deferred. Any deferred amount, including interest, will be a 
charge on the property and will have to be paid to Revenue on the sale/transfer of the property. 

Tax Credits

16/04/2013WRK03100322. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
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sioners will be able to adjust the tax credits of a person (details supplied) in County Cork in 
view of the ongoing arrangement they have with their employer. [17194/13]

16/04/2013WRK03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that based on the information available to them, it is not possible to allow relief in the 
form of a Tax Credit.  Such expenses can only be claimed on a review basis at the end of each 
year.   The Revenue Commissioners will contact the individual directly to clarify any issues in 
relation to expenses in employment that he may have. 

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRK03300323. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance if any relief or rebate 
from the local property tax is available for any property dwellers in estates or apartment com-
plexes with management companies who are required to pay an annual management charge, 
who are responsible for street lighting, sewerage, road and paths and the general upkeep of the 
complex or estate, rather than the local authority and is charging such property dwellers the lo-
cal property tax not a double tax. [17205/13]

16/04/2013WRK03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A requirement to pay management fees 
is not relevant in determining liability to Local Property Tax (LPT).    There is no specific relief 
from the LPT for the payment of management fees, and I have no plans to introduce such a re-
lief.  Those who are liable for management fees to property management companies may be ex-
empt or eligible for relief from LPT for another reason, or may be entitled to avail of a deferral 
arrangement under the provisions contained in the legislation.     I am informed by the Revenue 
Commissioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessment tax so in the first instance it 
is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the 
market value of the property.  Liability to management fees and the scale of the fees due would 
be one of the factors that a property owner would take into account in valuing their property. 

Revenue from the Local Property Tax will accrue to local authorities and will support the 
provision of local services.  Local authorities provide a broad range of services in the public 
realm which benefit the wider community and the proper functioning of which are important for 
the wellbeing of every community and household.  These include fire and emergency services; 
road maintenance and cleaning; street lighting; spatial and development planning and other 
similar services; regulatory and inspection functions and business support services, as well as 
libraries, parks, and other recreation and cultural public amenities. 

IBRC Liquidation

16/04/2013WRK03500324. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of 
the process to be used by the special liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in relation 
to the handling of individual debtor loan accounts; if the special liquidator is currently agreeing 
deals with debtors as part of the re-financing of certain loans; the procedure that will apply as 
regards the marketing of individual loans for sale on the open market; if individual debtors will 
be advised of the valuation that has been placed on their respective loans; when he expects the 
remaining unsold loans to be transferred to the National Asset Management Agency; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17206/13]

16/04/2013WRK03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised that it is the inten-
tion of the Special Liquidators to package and sell the loan books as portfolios. The Special 
Liquidators are still in the process of devising and implementing the sales process in respect of 
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IBRC’s assets and are therefore not in a position to write to borrowers with regards the disposal 
of their loans.   There is an obligation on the Special Liquidators to ensure that maximum value 
is extracted from the loan sales process and they are currently devising a process to ensure they 
meet this obligation. The Special Liquidators are in the process of obtaining suitable indepen-
dent professional advisors who shall employ standard valuation methodologies appropriate to 
each class of asset of IBRC. In order to ensure that maximum value is extracted through the 
liquidation process the Special Liquidators are required to keep confidential the valuation of 
these assets.

Following that independent valuation process, the Special Liquidators will sell the assets 
of IBRC (which are subject to the floating charge) in an open and transparent process at or 
above their independent valuation and failing that, the Special Liquidators will sell the assets to 
NAMA at their valuation price. 

As the valuation and sales process is still being devised and implemented, the Deputy will 
appreciate that it is not possible to be specific in relation to the time horizon for the disposal of 
IBRC assets.

16/04/2013WRL00075Exchequer Deficit

16/04/2013WRL00100325. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance the reason that Exchequer 
debt servicing costs were €105 million lower in March compared to the profile of €1,997 mil-
lion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17208/13]

16/04/2013WRL00200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Exchequer debt interest expenditure at 
end-March, at €1,892 million was €105 million less than profiled in the Exchequer Borrow-
ing Requirement (EBR) profile published by my Department on 4 March, alongside the end-
February Exchequer Returns.    

This difference is primarily due to a timing issue around an interest payment on a loan from 
the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) which is expected to largely balance out this 
month.

Credit Union Issues

16/04/2013WRL00300326. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason he endorsed the 
imposition of a special manager on a credit union (details supplied) in County Kildare at a cost 
expected to exceed €2 million, on a financially struggling credit union. [17210/13]

16/04/2013WRL00400327. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason the directors, staff 
or stakeholders of a credit union (details supplied) in County Kildare have not been advised as 
to the special manager’s role within the credit union. [17211/13]

16/04/2013WRL00500328. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason as per the Credit 
Union Act 1997 the special manager and Ernst and Young has refused to hold an AGM for a 
credit union (details supplied) in County Kildare despite public and directors’ requests and their 
statutory obligation to do so.  [17212/13]

16/04/2013WRL00600329. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the work carried out by a 
person (details supplied) on behalf of Ernst and Young to justify bills of more than €9,500 per 
week, in total over €2 million, paid for by ordinary members of a credit union. [17213/13]
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16/04/2013WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 326 to 
329, inclusive, together. 

The decision to apply to the High Court for the appointment of a Special Manager is a 
matter for the Governor of the Central Bank, following consultation with me as Minister for 
Finance.  On 13 January 2012, the Central Bank of Ireland secured a High Court Order for the 
appointment of a Special Manager to Newbridge Credit Union. Further High Court applications 
were made in June 2012 and January 2013 to extend the term of appointment of the Special 
Manager and High Court Orders were secured for a 6 month extension period on each occasion.  

This action was taken to strengthen Newbridge Credit Union, protect members’ savings and 
ensure that Newbridge Credit Union can continue to operate effectively, providing financial 
services to the local community while ensuring. The Special Manager replaces the management 
and Board of Newbridge Credit Union and his primary role is to establish the financial position 
and bring forward a business plan.

The Central Bank of Ireland has informed me that they have discussed with the Special 
Manager the question of an AGM. The Special Manager has not refused to hold an AGM. 
However, as the accounts cannot be signed off without a final resolution either completed or 
substantially completed there would not be any basis to underpin an AGM.  

The Special Manager originally had a question and answers document available in the Cred-
it Union and wrote to all members informing them of his appointment and to advise them of his 
role in Newbridge Credit Union. Updates are provided on the website and he and his team also 
make themselves available to members. 

The fees payable to the Special Manager of Newbridge Credit Union are currently subject 
to an on-going Court process and therefore I cannot provide any specific details at this time. 
However, the Deputy might note that the hourly rate of fee payable to the Special Manager was 
reduced from €423 to €375 following an application by the Central Bank of Ireland to the Court 
on 10 February 2012.  The fees payable to his team were reduced on a pro-rata basis. 

Exchequer Deficit

16/04/2013WRL00800330. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabu-
lar form, the underlying general Government deficit, exclusive of supports to the banks, for 
each of the years from 2008 to 2012 and estimates for 2013 to 2015, in percentage terms of 
GDP and monetary terms for each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17226/13]

16/04/2013WRL00875Minister for Finance(Deputy Michael Noonan): The data requested by the Deputy relat-
ing to underlying general government deficit, covering the period 2008 to 2015, is listed in the 
following table.  

   

Underlying general government 
deficit (€m)

Underlying general government 
deficit as % GDP

2008 13,160 7.4
2009 18,484 11.5
2010 16,723 10.7
2011 14,432 9.1
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Underlying general government 
deficit (€m)

Underlying general government 
deficit as % GDP

2012 13,305 8.2
2013 12,646 7.5
2014 8,905 5.1
2015 5,325 2.9
Source: Eurostat, DOF

General government deficit information 2008-2011 was sourced from Eurostat. Figures re-
lating to 2012 and subsequent years were obtained from Budget 2013 receipts and expenditures 
of general government tables. The underlying deficit is derived using my Department’s esti-
mates of banking recapitalisation and is consistent with the concept of underlying deficit used 
in the Budget 2013   document and other Department of Finance publications. 

Revised figures 2009-2012 will be issued as part of the March 2013 EDP return on the 22nd 
April 2013 while updated projections for periods 2013-2016 will be  published in the forthcom-
ing Stability Program Update   document.

Budget Timetable

16/04/2013WRL01000331. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of the new implica-
tions of the two-pack regulations, he will indicate the date in September or October on which 
the draft budget will be published; if this draft budget will be debated and/or voted on by the 
Oireachtas; if the final budget and Finance Bill will pass through the Houses of the Oireachtas 
in early December 2013 and February 2014 respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17316/13]

16/04/2013WRL01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Last March, both ECOFIN and the Eu-
ropean Parliament agreed on the content of two draft regulations known as the “two-pack”. One 
of the key requirements under the “two-pack” which will impact on our budgetary process is 
that the draft budget for central government and the main parameters of the draft budgets for 
all the other sub-sectors of the general government must be published by the 15th of October 
each year.   In light of this requirement, the Government has decided to bring Budget Day for-
ward from the first week in December to on or before the 15th of October from now on. This 
means that Budget 2014 will be presented and published on Tuesday, the 15th of October this 
year. Debates following the presentation of the draft budget will be a matter for the House in 
the normal way.

The Government has also decided that the Finance Bill should complete its passage through 
the Oireachtas by the 31st of December each year. This timeline will be considerably shorter 
than the present requirement that it must be enacted within 120 days of the Budget. Under the 
new arrangements, the Finance Bill will have to be passed 65 to 70 days after the Budget.

Following the Government decision on the timing of the budget, the Departments of Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform are considering the follow-on implications of moving both 
Budget Day and the Finance Bill forward.  It is the intention of both Departments to keep all 
bodies that contribute to the Budget and Finance Bill processes fully informed of changes so 
that they can plan accordingly. 

Property Taxation Collection
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16/04/2013WRL01200332. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 198 of 27 March 2013, if he will confirm that his Department or the Revenue 
Commissioners have not prepared or received from other Departments or local authorities any 
estimates for the amount of local property tax that will be collected in the Dublin City Council 
administrative area; if his Department has estimates, if he will provide the figure projected for 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17329/13]

16/04/2013WRL01300334. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide, in tabu-
lar form, by local authority area, a breakdown of the estimates that his Department or the Rev-
enue Commissioners may have prepared or have possession of, of the local property tax that 
will be raised in each local authority in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17331/13]

16/04/2013WRL01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 
and 334 together.  

According to Budget estimates the Local Property Tax is expected to generate an overall 
yield of €250 million in 2013 and €500 million in 2014.  I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that it is not possible to provide a breakdown of these estimates on a regional or 
administrative basis until Local Property Tax Returns are filed and payments made by liable 
persons and the results analysed.  I would like to remind the Deputy that the relevant deadlines 
for filing Returns are 7 May for paper filers and 28 May for electronic filers. 

Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRL01500333. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that 
Dublin City Council will retain 80% of the local property tax collected within that administra-
tive area for 2013 and for 2014 respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17330/13]

16/04/2013WRL01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 157 of the Finance (LPT) Act 
2012 (as amended by the Finance (LPT) (Amendment) Act 2013) provides, that commencing in 
2014, the Minister shall pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the LPT 
(including any interest paid thereon) into the Central Fund or the growing produce thereof dur-
ing that year.   The allocation of funding to local authorities is properly a matter for the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Community and Local Government.  The Government has accepted, 
in principle, a policy position, to move towards 80% retention of all LPT receipts within the 
local authority area where the tax is raised, from next year.  The remaining 20% of the LPT col-
lected nationally will go to the Local Government Fund, which will continue to provide funding 
to local authorities on a needs and resources basis.

  Question No. 334 answered with Question No. 332.

16/04/2013WRL01675Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRL01700335. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance in relation to Local 
Property Tax if it is correct that persons with multi properties have to submit their declaration 
on line; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17350/13]

16/04/2013WRL01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the tax (LPT) is to be administered and provides for a number 
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of specific exemptions from the charge. Chapter 14 of the Revenue booklet ‘ Your guide to Lo-
cal Property Tax’ sets out in detail the various property types that are exempt from LPT.  From 
the information provided by the Deputy, the person in question does not qualify for any exemp-
tion as provided for in the Act.   If the person in question is concerned about his/her ability to 
pay LPT in a single payment then he/she may want to consider using one of the phased pay-
ment options that spreads payment in instalments across the year. The various payment options 
including phased cash payments and direct debit arrangements are detailed in ‘Chapter 11’ of 
the Revenue booklet ‘ Your guide to Local Property Tax’. For example, LPT can be deducted 
at source on a phased basis from salaries or occupational pensions or from certain payments 
from the Departments of Social Protection and Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The Revenue 
Commissioners advise that where deduction at source is chosen, there is no additional admin-
istration or interest charge. Payments can also be made by direct debit from current accounts in 
banks and other financial institutions including credit unions. Finally, liable persons can avail 
of phased payment facilities through third party payment service providers. This option does 
attract a transactional charge, which is levied by the service provider.

The Act also provides for circumstances whereby a person may opt to defer or partially 
defer payment of LPT where certain conditions are met. Chapter 12 of the Revenue booklet ‘ 
Your guide to Local Property Tax’ sets out in detail the various deferral types that are available. 
Revenue has also published extensive guidelines on the various types of deferrals, including 
examples, on its website www.revenue.ie .

The Deputy should note that deferral is not an exemption.  Payment of the tax is deferred, 
meaning that it becomes payable later and carries an interest charge at a rate of 4% per annum 
on all amounts of LPT that are deferred. Any deferred amount, including interest, will be a 
charge on the property and will have to be paid to Revenue on the sale/transfer of the property. 

Banking Sector Issues

16/04/2013WRL01900336. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 204 of 26 March 2013, if he has now had time to peruse the documentation and decided 
on the appropriate vote for each of the resolutions individually due for decision at the Bank of 
Ireland AGM on 24 April 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17368/13]

16/04/2013WRL02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can confirm for the Deputy that my 
Department is in the final stages of its review of the relevant documentation.  As previously 
stated, the ultimate voting decision will be based on the assessment of the best interests of the 
State and to maximise the return to the taxpayer of the funds invested in the Bank. 

Mortgage Schemes

16/04/2013WRL02100337. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that he 
has no plans to interfere or change the interest rates, terms and conditions of tracker mortgages 
held by many borrowers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17386/13]

16/04/2013WRL02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must confirm to the Deputy 
that the lending institutions in Ireland, including those in which the State has a significant 
shareholding, are independent commercial entities.  It is not appropriate for me, as Minister 
for Finance, to comment on or become involved in the detailed mortgage position of mortgage 
holders.   However, the Central Bank has advised me that Banks are expected to propose long-
term sustainable solutions to borrowers in arrears to assist them remain in their homes, where 
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feasible These solutions should be suitable and tailored to each individual situation. The Bank 
would encourage all borrowers to engage with their lender as the Code of Conduct on Mortgage 
Arrears (CCMA) and the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) are designed to sup-
port and facilitate the finding of an agreeable solution.

The current version of the CCMA does not allow a bank to remove a borrower in arrears off 
a tracker rate but the proposal is if it is to the overall advantage of the borrower, e.g. linked to 
some debt forgiveness, then a lender may do so.  This has to be an agreed solution.

16/04/2013WRL02250Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRL02300338. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering an ex-
emption for student residences from the local property tax. [17390/13]

16/04/2013WRL02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 sets out how the tax is to be administered and provides for the collection of Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT).   Student residences will be subject to LPT unless the premises qualify for an 
exemption or relief for any other reason.  I have no plans to introduce a specific exemption for 
student residences.

16/04/2013WRL02425Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRL02500339. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the way student residences 
are to be valued for the local property tax. [17391/13]

16/04/2013WRL02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) defines the chargeable value of a residential property as “the price that the 
unencumbered fee simple of the property might be expected to fetch on a sale on the open mar-
ket were the property to be sold on the valuation date in a particular year in a manner that would 
secure the best possible price for the property and with the benefit of any access to the property 
that would have existed prior to the sale.” The open market valuation applies to all types of resi-
dential property and student residences are no different.    As Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-
assessed tax, the liable person for a particular property is obliged to determine the market value 
of the property on 1 May 2013. If there are particular characteristics of the property relating to 
it being a student residence that would be expected to positively or negatively affect its market 
value, these should be taken into account in establishing the market value of the property. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, because of the particular ownership 
arrangements that were put in place to facilitate investment in some of the properties that were 
constructed under the student accommodation tax incentive scheme, a person may not own an 
individual residential unit but may instead own a share in all of the residential units in a particu-
lar development. This type of ‘co-ownership’ arrangement does not have any effect on valua-
tion for LPT purposes and each residential unit should be valued separately. However, only one 
person will be designated by the Revenue Commissioners to submit the LPT Return form and 
to pay the tax. 

In cases where the student residences are owned by a college or other educational institu-
tion, it is the college that is responsible for valuing the residences and paying the LPT. Again, 
this has no effect on valuation.
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Tax Forms

16/04/2013WRL02700340. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance when a P21 tax form will issue 
to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17411/13]

16/04/2013WRL02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a P21 issued to the named individual on 9th April 2013 following receipt of an 
outstanding tax return on 8th April 2013.

  Question No. 341 answered with Question No. 307.

NAMA Portfolio Issues

16/04/2013WRL02900342. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) 
owns the Killester British Legion Hall in Dublin 5 or is this property under the National Assets 
Management Agency. [17465/13]

16/04/2013WRL03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA is prohibited under Sections 99 
and 202 of the NAMA Act from disclosing confidential information, which is specifically de-
fined to include information relating to its debtors and details of their properties.  Accordingly, 
the provision of the information sought by the Deputy would be in contravention of the NAMA 
Act.   I would like to remind the Deputy that questions on individual properties can be sent di-
rectly to NAMA, which can be contacted on oir@nama.ie, or at 01 665 0000.

Mortgage Arrears Proposals

16/04/2013WRL03100343. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of submissions, 
and names of individual groups who made submissions to the Central Bank during its consulta-
tion on the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, the deadline of which was 10 April 2013.  
[17466/13]

16/04/2013WRL03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised me that 
they have now concluded a four week public consultation on the review of the Code of Conduct 
on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA).  Approximately 230 submissions from consumers, industry, 
representative bodies and other stakeholders have been received.   The Central Bank will now 
begin a process to review and analyse all submissions and it is anticipated that the revised 
CCMA will be published, together with all submissions received by 31 May 2013.

Tax Compliance

16/04/2013WRL03300344. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the finan-
cial discrepancies noted in the Irish Medical Organisation, if he has examined the practice of 
presidents, honorary non-pay positions, of unions that were in receipt of stipends not declaring 
this in their accounts and therefore not paying tax to the Revenue Commissioners; his plans to 
uncover tax and accounting discrepancies in these non-pay positions since 2000; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17492/13]

16/04/2013WRL03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that all stipends paid to presidents and honorary positions of unions are taxable in full 
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under the PAYE and USC systems and that every union has a statutory obligation to account 
for the PAYE, PRSI and USC on all such payments.  I am further informed by the Revenue 
Commissioners that all unions are subject to audit procedures similar to the procedures that ap-
ply to any enterprise or business and that, where appropriate, interest and penalties, including 
publication, are applied.

Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRL03500345. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will introduce an incen-
tive package to enable ghost estates to be finished by providing tax exemptions to buyers; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17493/13]

16/04/2013WRL03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have no plans to introduce such a 
package as described by the Deputy.  I would point out that the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
Act 2012, as amended, provides for an exemption from the Local Property Tax for the first valu-
ation period, up to the end of 2016, for new and previously unused properties that are purchased 
from a builder or developer between 1 January 2013 and 31 October 2016. 

I would note also that Budget and Finance Act 2012 introduced a relief from CGT on the 
disposal of certain property to restore some confidence and to renew activity in the construc-
tion, development and property sectors. The property is required to be bought during the “in-
centive period” from 7 December 2011 to 31 December 2013 and must be held for seven years.  
The relief applies to all property, whether residential or non-residential.  

The relief does not apply if a property is sold within seven years of its acquisition.  If it is 
sold more than seven years after acquisition and a gain is made on the sale, relief will be given 
for the initial seven year holding period.  For example, if the property was bought in January 
2012 and sold in January 2022, the property would have been held for ten years, so seven tenths 
of any gain will be relieved from CGT and three tenths is taxable.

Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRL03700346. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details on 
the respective weighting applied to each of the property characteristic variables listed in table 
2 of page 11 of the Revenue Commissioner’s Property Valuation - Developing, Assessing and 
Deploying a Valuation Model for Local Property Tax. [17494/13]

16/04/2013WRL03800347. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the way in which data on lo-
cal crime rates was used in the statistical model developed by the Revenue Commissioners to 
produce estimates of property valuations; and the weighting afforded to this dataset. [17495/13]

16/04/2013WRL03900348. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the specific house type data 
the terraced, semi-detached and so on available to the Revenue Commissioners through the 
geo-directory for the purposes of preparing a property valuation model; and if information on 
categories such as end of terrace and corner house and corner house with site is available to 
and used by the Revenue Commissioners in the statistical model developed by them to produce 
estimates of property valuations. [17496/13]

16/04/2013WRL04000349. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify which small 
area the property at (details supplied) was included in for the purposes of determining house 
valuation. [17497/13]
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16/04/2013WRL04100350. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the infor-
mation sources available to the public in respect of the valuation of their property for the pur-
poses of the local property tax are adequate; and the action he proposes to take to improve the 
property valuation guidance provided by the Revenue Commissioners to the public. [17498/13]

16/04/2013WRL04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 346 to 
350, inclusive, together.  

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 sets out how the tax is to be administered and 
how a residential property is to be valued for Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes. 

LPT is a self-assessed tax and as I have advised the House on many occasions, it is a matter 
for the property owner in the first instance, to calculate the tax due based on his or her assess-
ment of the market value of the property. For the purposes of LPT, values for properties under 
€1 million are organised into valuation bands, with a range of €50,000 in each band, so owners 
will not be required to provide a precise value for their property.    

The Revenue Commissioners have prepared valuation guidance which, together with the 
owner’s own knowledge of a property, will assist him or her in assessing its value. This guid-
ance should be used together with other sources of information including the Property Services 
Regulatory Authority’s property price register, property sections of newspapers, information 
from local estate agents and property websites. When using Revenue’s valuation guidance, 
property owners should consider the specifics of their own property and if they feel that the 
guidance is not indicating a reasonable valuation, they should make their own assessment.  

In the absence of a national residential property valuation system, the valuation guidance 
developed by Revenue is designed to help property owners in self-assessing the market value 
of their property by giving them average, indicative values for their area. The guidance is based 
on sales in the last 3 years and provides a benchmark to help people consider whether their 
property is more or less valuable than the average in an area. This guidance will be helpful in 
the majority of cases but there are always properties in an area that differ from the average.

The valuation guidance explicitly states: “This service provides a guide to average market 
values of properties in a given locality and offers an indicative valuation band for properties 
depending on type, age and location.  It does not provide market values for individual proper-
ties.” 

Revenue has made the guidance as simple as possible – users need only know their prop-
erty’s type, age and location. The Revenue valuation guidance website combines two aspects 
– a simple point and click option to get an average valuation for an area (electoral district) and 
an interactive map showing relative valuations across electoral districts.

I note the Deputy’s statement last week on the Revenue guidance and I will take this oppor-
tunity to explain briefly how property owners should use the guidance.  To take, for example, 
the owner of a semi-detached property, the Revenue guidance may show the average valuation 
band for this property type in the location is between €350,000 and €400,000. If an owner of 
a 2 bedroom semi-detached property knows that the majority of semi-detached houses in their 
area have 3 bedrooms then that owner can reasonably expect the Revenue guidance to reflect 
the value of a 3-bed. This could offer a basis to adjust the valuation of their property down-
wards from the guidance average. In another example, in the case that the Deputy noted where 
four houses sold on a road over the last year are valued on the property price register between 
€100,000 and €200,000.  If all the houses are similar, then a property owner will likely select 
the most recent sale as the best guide to the value of their property.  If the four properties are 
different, then the owner should select the one that most resembles their house. 
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Again, it is important reiterate that the Revenue guidance does not claim to value every 
house. Using the guidance requires a property owner to make an assessment based on their 
knowledge of their house, the neighbourhood, the house types and any factors they feel are 
relevant, as well as combining the Revenue guidance with property price register and any other 
appropriate sources of information available to them.

The Deputy also makes a reference in her statement to the Revenue Estimate.  There has 
been much commentary about this figure, some of which has not been particularly helpful for 
property owners who are trying to meet their obligations.  As I have stated in the House previ-
ously, the Revenue Estimate is not based on a valuation of each owner’s individual property 
nor should it be regarded as an accurate calculation of the amount of LPT that they should pay.  
This is the amount of LPT that will be pursued by Revenue, if the liable person fails to complete 
and submit their LPT Return.  It can be simply displaced by the property owner submitting their 
own valuation of their residential property and indicating their payment preference.

I am also advised that underlying their simple valuation guidance system, a detailed eco-
nomic model has been developed by Revenue. The model used is a hedonic econometric regres-
sion model. This approach disaggregates the value of a property into constituent parts to assess 
the contribution of different characteristics and provides a weighting for each. 

Information on property characteristics is taken from a range of sources:

Geo-Directory: a list of all properties in Ireland, their type and location; 

Spatially derived data that indicate relative distances of all residential properties from a 
series of key amenities and services;

Geographically linked data from sources, such as the Central Statistics Office 2011 Census 
results at small area level and the HP Pobal Deprivation Index. 

In relation to the Deputy’s question on crime statistics, it should be noted that none of the 
information sources used by Revenue include data on criminal activity. 

Regarding property types, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that Geo-Directory 
includes detached, semi-detached, bungalow and terraced properties. Revenue has used infor-
mation on postal delivery points (also contained in Geo-Directory) to extrapolate where above 
property types are subdivided into flats or apartments. Geo-Directory does not distinguish cor-
ner or end terrace properties, Revenue has focused on data available for all properties in the 
State. As no nationwide database exists with information on corner or end terrace properties, 
these are not included in Revenue guidance.

Details on the development of the economic model used by Revenue are included in a paper 
published by Revenue on their website in early March, which you reference in one of your ques-
tions. This paper includes all the standard outcome measures used when reporting on regression 
models of property values. The regression coefficients estimated for each property character-
istic (the weightings) are not included. There are hundreds of estimated coefficients and their 
related statistical attributes across the various regression models produced. The weightings as 
estimated are dependent on the sample of valuations used in the model.  Because of a number of 
technical issues in the construction of the economic valuation model, it is not feasible to present 
the individual weightings in a meaningful way.

Regarding the specific case raised by the Deputy, I am advised that Revenue is not providing 
guidance at the level of small area.  Instead Revenue’s guidance uses electoral districts. These 
are the smallest legally defined administrative areas in the State. The CSO has developed more 
granular areas, known as small areas.  Revenue used some CSO small area data from Census 
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2011 in estimating our valuation guidance and therefore the guidance takes into account small 
area variation to a degree. However, Revenue has not provided average valuation bands by 
small area. The main reason for this relates to data availability. Moving down to small area 
level in some cases would reduce the number of sales, which is used to generate the average 
valuation guidance, per small area to very low numbers. It is possible that some small areas 
would have no sales. From a statistical perspective, the use of limited numbers of valuations to 
generate averages would risk producing results that are not sufficiently robust or reliable.  For 
the Deputy’s information, the specific property in question is located in small area id number 
268060012 according to Geo-Directory records.  I am informed that Geo-Directory and Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) classifications do not provide any additional identification description 
for small areas beyond the small area id number.

The Revenue guidance follows methods similar to those used by tax administrations in other 
countries and meets internationally accepted standards for this type of work. In addition, it 
compares favourably to research in Ireland, including work by researchers in the Economic and 
Social Research Institute (ESRI). Other valuation guidance and models in Ireland, for example 
those produced by some property or real estate listings websites, also use similar methods to 
providing average valuations.

I am advised that the online guidance is being used extensively by the public.  Up to 11 
April 2013, in excess of 847,000 “hits” were recorded on the site and over 181,000 users either 
opened the hard copy of the valuation guidance from the Revenue website or saved it to their 
own computer.  I would also like to point out, regarding guidance for those who do not use the 
internet, that the Revenue Commissioners have prepared paper copies of the indicative valua-
tion band for each property type in every electoral district in the country.  These are available 
from Revenue public offices, the major Citizens’ Information Centre offices and were made 
available to members of the House at briefing sessions organised for them a few weeks ago.

In the context of a self assessed tax, I am completely satisfied that Revenue’s online valu-
ation guidance is fit for purpose and performs at least equally well, if not better, than other 
sources of valuation guidance that are available. I am confident that the valuation guidance will 
be useful for the majority of property owners in assisting them to value their homes. 

I am also satisfied that Revenue’s general guidance on the various sources available to assist 
in property valuation enables property owners to make an honest and reasonable assessment 
of the appropriate valuation band for their residential property.  The level of public debate on 
property valuation suggests that most people are engaging with the Local Property Tax, have a 
good general sense of the value of their property, are carrying out research to enable them to do 
their self-assessed return, and I welcome that.

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRM00300351. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if a refund of the local prop-
erty tax will be payable in the circumstances in which a home-owner discovers that they have 
declared a property value in excess of its true value. [17499/13]

16/04/2013WRM00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property is to be valued for 
Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that LPT 
is a self-assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the 
tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property.  For the purposes of 
LPT, property values for properties under €1 million are organised into valuation bands, with 
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a range of €50,000 in each band.  As property owners will not be required to provide a precise 
value for their property, it is unlikely that any owner would find themselves in the position 
where they overpay their LPT.  

The initial valuation of a property on 1 May 2013, assuming it is made in good faith, will 
be valid up to and including 2016 and will not be affected by any increase or decrease in prop-
erty prices or other changes, during this period.  This will ensure a measure of certainty for all 
property owners.  Accordingly, where an owner assesses that the value of a residential property 
on 1 May 2013 places it in a particular valuation band but, due to a general decrease in property 
prices after that date the reduction in the value of the property would place it in a lower valua-
tion band, the owner will not be entitled to a refund of tax.  By the same token, if the property 
increases in value in that period, no additional charges will apply.  The owner will, however, 
have the opportunity to re-assess the value of the property on the next valuation date which is 
1 November 2016.

Notwithstanding the above, I am advised by the Commissioners that section 26 of the 2012 
Act (as amended) provides for the possibility of a refund where an overpayment of LPT was 
made due to an error or mistake on a Return or a statement made by the liable person, subject 
to certain conditions being satisfied.  This might arise, for example, where a liable person had 
paid their LPT charge but they subsequently discovered that their property was exempt from 
the charge.  Generally speaking, a liable person seeking a refund because they over-valued 
their property would not come within the scope of this provision, so it is imperative that the li-
able person takes due care and attention is self-assessing the valuation band for the residential 
property.

In the context of section 26 where an error or mistake is proven, I am advised that once a 
true and complete Return has been prepared and delivered to the Revenue Commissioners and 
all the information required by the Commissioners to make a determination on the case has 
been provided, a refund may issue where a claim for repayment is submitted to Revenue within 
the normal four year time limit.

I am further advised by Revenue that the legislation also allows a liable person to appeal 
against a decision of the Revenue Commissioners not to allow a repayment.

Excise Duties Reliefs

16/04/2013WRM00500352. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the provi-
sion of 100% excise relief on ethanol for fuel in order to support the re-establishment of a sugar 
industry here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17518/13]

16/04/2013WRM00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Ethanol, which is fully denatured and 
intended for use as a substitute fuel, is chargeable to mineral oil tax in accordance with section 
96(2A) of the Finance Act 1999.  Section 100 of the Finance Act 1999 provides for an exemp-
tion from the carbon charge component of the mineral oil tax rate, if Revenue is satisfied that 
the fuel is biofuel.  On the basis of current rates, assuming the exemption for carbon tax applies, 
the net mineral oil tax rate payable on bioethanol for use as a propellant would be €541.84 per 
1,000 litres and the net mineral oil tax rate on bioethanol for use other than as a propellant 
would be €47.36 per 1,000 litres.  While the Deputy may be aware that any exemptions given 
or considered would have to be notified to the European Commission under State Aid rules, I 
have no plans at this time to introduce further reliefs in this area.
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Data Protection

16/04/2013WRM00700353. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that he received 
correspondence (details supplied) from the former Director of Corporate Enforcement in rela-
tion to Revenue Commission data. [17623/13]

16/04/2013WRM00800354. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if he will lay before Dáil Éireann a 
copy of the submission (details supplied); and if he will confirm that he has replied to the issues 
raised by the former Director of Corporate Enforcement on or about 18 June 2012. [17624/13]

16/04/2013WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 353 
and 354 together. 

Section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act inserted by Section 77 of the Finance Act 2011 
was enacted in order to provide a firm legislative basis for the protection of taxpayer informa-
tion held by Revenue.

Section 851A does not prevent case specific applications for access to data held by the Rev-
enue Commissioner from being made by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
or Criminal Assets Bureau for the purposes of the exercise of their statutory functions.  In this 
regard the legislation not only sets out particular circumstances in which Revenue may disclose 
information but also contains provisions that enable the disclosure of information where other 
statutory provisions provide for this. 

I am aware of the specific issue to which the Deputy alludes and my officials, together with 
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, are working with the Office of the Director of Cor-
porate Enforcement to address it.

Consumer Protection

16/04/2013WRM01000355. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he has any plans to 
underpin with legislation the consumer protection code for debt collection firms employed by 
financial institutions which was developed by the Central Bank of Ireland to protect consumers 
from practices detailed in the code; if he will strengthen the existing code; if the Central Bank 
operates a complaints mechanism in parallel with the code; if they can sanction financial institu-
tions and debt collection services who violate the code; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17625/13]

16/04/2013WRM01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I wish to inform the Deputy that I have 
no responsibility for the regulation of debt collectors and debt collecting firms.  Debt collection 
services apply across a significantly wider range of activities than the recovery of money by 
financial institutions, for example for the non payment of utilities, rents, hospital charges, col-
lege fees, other consumer debts and also debts between businesses.

The Minister for Justice and Equality is responsible for legislation - the Non-Fatal Offences 
against the Person Act 1997 - which applies to all debt collectors that operate across any or all 
sectors of the economy, including private individuals and debt collecting firms.

Under section 11 of this Act, it is an offence to demand payment of a debt in a way that is 
designed to cause alarm, distress or humiliation.  A person found guilty of offences under this 
Act is subject to large fines and up to 14 years imprisonment.

The Central Bank has informed me that there is no Consumer Protection Code applying 
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specifically to debt collection firms.  However, the Deputy might wish to note that, in the case 
of financial institutions which use debt collection firms, the Central Bank has imposed require-
ments that offer protection to consumers under the revised Consumer Protection Code.  The 
Code obliges the regulated financial institutions that it covers to ensure that any outsources 
activity, such as debt collection, complies with the requirements of the Code.  This means that 
outsourced activity should uphold principles in the Code such as the requirement for financial 
institutions: -

- Not to exert undue pressure or undue influence on a customer,

- To act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best interests of customers and to act with 
due skill, care and diligence in the best interest of its customers and

- To prohibit personal visits or oral communications except in specified circumstances.

The Consumer Protection Code for Licensed Moneylenders also contains some require-
ments in this regard.  Where a moneylender engages the services of a third party to collect debts 
on its behalf, the moneylender must have in place a written contractual arrangement which 
seeks to ensure that consumers are treated in accordance with the provisions of this Code and 
the relevant provisions of the Act.  A moneylender must inform an affected consumer that his/
her moneylending agreement has been assigned to a third party as soon as practicable after as-
signing the moneylending agreement.  This requirement does not apply where the moneylender, 
by agreement with the third party, continues to service the moneylending agreement vis-a-vis 
the consumer.

The Deputy may wish to know that the Consumer Protection Code 2012 is issued pursuant 
to powers under the following legislation:-

Section 117 of the Central Bank Act 1989

Section 23 and section 37 of the Investment Intermediaries Act 1995

Section 8H of the Consumer Act 1995 and

Section 61 of the Insurance Act 1989

The Central Bank has power to administer sanctions for a contravention of this Code, under 
Part 111C of the Central Bank Act 1942.

16/04/2013WRM01150Banking Sector Regulation

16/04/2013WRM01200356. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of Ireland 
and the Financial Service Regulatory Authority of Ireland is aware of discrepancies between 
Allied Irish Bank’s Annual Financial Report of 2008 and documents filed by Allied Irish Bank 
with the Company Registration Office in 2008 in relation to a first floating charge placed in 
favour of the Central Bank over all of AIB’s right, title, interest and benefit, present and future 
in and to eligible securities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17626/13]

16/04/2013WRM01300357. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a charge by way of a first 
floating charge placed in favour of the Central Bank of Ireland over all of Allied Irish Bank’s 
right, title, interest and benefit, present and future is in and to each of the eligible securities or is 
in and to certain segregated securities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17627/13]

16/04/2013WRM01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 356 
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and 357 together.

I have been informed by AIB that there was no discrepancy in the wording of AIB’s 2008 
Annual Report and the documents filed by AIB at the Company Registration Office in relation 
to a first floating charge placed in favour of the Central Bank over all of AIB’s right, title, inter-
est and benefit, present and future in and to eligible securities.

The Charge by way of a first and floating charge is to certain segregated securities as speci-
fied by the bank in accordance with the terms of Target 2.  The charge referred to in the question 
is a charge made by AIB to the CBI in relation to its obligations due to participation in Target 
2.  Target 2 is a real time gross settlement system for the Euro, used for the settlement of central 
bank operations, large-value interbank transfers as well as other Euro payments.  It allows for 
payments to be processed continuously rather than in time delayed batches.

As the participation of banks in the system generates risk to the operator of the system i.e. 
the Euro system of Central Banks including the Central Bank of Ireland, a requirement of the 
Target 2 system is a floating charge over the Bank’s eligible securities.  In accordance with the 
terms of Target 2, and as referred to in the deed of charge, the Bank specifies to the CBI which 
of its holdings of eligible securities provide the security from time to time.  The specified or 
“segregated” securities must be of an amount which covers the bank’s obligations to the system. 

The charge is structured as a floating charge in recognition of the standard operations of 
banks whereby they change their available eligible securities on an on-going basis.  Within the 
detail of the charge there is then a mechanism to allow the floating charge to cover a specific 
subset of the banks’ securities from time to time as designated by the bank. 

The deed of charge specifies the meaning of segregated to be those eligible securities which 
have been identified by AIB to the CBI and also specifies that where the value of the eligible se-
curities which have been identified exceed the value of the payments being settled by AIB, then 
AIB can resubmit a schedule of segregated securities reducing them to meet the required value.

Property Taxation Administration

16/04/2013WRM01500358. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance his views on including 
the cost of bin collections under the local property tax charge as is the case in Northern Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17679/13]

16/04/2013WRM01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The introduction of the Local Property 
Tax will provide a stable funding base for the local authority sector, incorporating appropriate 
elements of local authority responsibility.  It will strongly reinforce local democratic decision-
making and will encourage greater efficiency by local authorities on behalf of their electorates.  
Secondly, it will deliver significant structural reform through broadening the base for taxation 
in a manner that does not directly impact on employment and thereby contribute significantly to 
meeting the immediate financial requirement of the EU/IMF programme.  According to Budget 
estimates the Local Property Tax is expected to generate an overall yield of €250 million in 
2013 and €500 million in 2014. 

Income from the LPT will accrue to the local authorities to fund local services.  It will be the 
responsibility of each individual local authority to manage its budget appropriately, taking into 
account the income and liabilities that may arise from the LPT.  There are no plans to include 
the cost of bin collections under the Local Property Tax charge.

Questions Nos. 359 and 360 answered with Question No. 198.
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16/04/2013WRM01750Tax Compliance

16/04/2013WRM01800361. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the action he proposes to take 
to further tackle tax fraud, in view of the findings of an investigation by the International Con-
sortium of Investigative Journalists that between 50 to 60 Irish addresses are listed as being 
connected to secret offshore bank accounts with a total estimated value of €16-25 trillion and 
further in view of the European Commission’s response to the findings of this investigation, 
which was to call on member states, including Ireland, to do more to tackle tax fraud in view of 
the fact that the cost of tax fraud to member states is an estimated €1 trillion per year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17682/13]

16/04/2013WRM01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that they have a strong focus on ensuring optimal compliance with tax obligations 
and that issues of non-compliance are confronted and penalised.  Revenue’s overall approach 
to managing compliance is to undertake a range of targeted interventions that are the most ap-
propriate to the specific risks presented in individual cases.  In 2012, Revenue carried out more 
than 537,000 compliance interventions, yielding more than €492 million.  Revenue will con-
tinue to develop innovative ways to identify non-compliance and to bring to account those who 
fail to comply with their tax obligations.  They will be assisted in this work by robust legislation 
to support compliance activities, including for example, the obligation that has been placed on 
merchant acquirers and other payment settlement entities to make returns of transactions to 
Revenue.  Their work is also supported and enhanced with appropriate technology, including 
their Risk Evaluation Analysis and Profiling (REAP) risk identification system, capture of in-
formation from multiple sources, and integrated systems that facilitate case selection.

Ireland has been to the forefront in acting against the use of offshore accounts for the pur-
poses of evading tax.  Revenue set up a dedicated unit, tasked with identifying and investigating 
Irish residents engaged in this form of tax evasion in 2001.  Further investigations targeting the 
settlement of funds and assets on trusts and similar offshore structures by Irish residents, was 
initiated in 2009.  Schemes of voluntary disclosure and investigations undertaken have, to date, 
resulted in the collection of €1.1 billion in tax liabilities, statutory interest payments and penal-
ties.  This work is ongoing.

The Irish authorities would wish to avail of any additional information that might be of 
assistance in facilitating the continuing process of identifying persons evading tax through 
holding funds offshore.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners, however, that they un-
derstand that neither the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists nor individual 
journalists involved in the investigation of offshore funds have, to date, made underlying data 
from their investigation available to tax authorities.  Ireland will be liaising and cooperating 
with the authorities in other countries and with the OECD to consider how matters arising from 
the recent reports can be progressed.

Overall I am confident that the Revenue Commissioners are pursuing a programme that is 
dealing in a very determined way with tax evasion in all its forms and that their compliance pro-
grammes are under constant review to ensure that they are focused on the areas of greatest risk.

I would also advise the Deputy that Ireland has signed 68 bilateral Double Taxation Agree-
ments and 21 Tax Information Exchange Agreements, which ensures a system of full exchange 
of tax information.  Additionally, in December 2012, Ireland became one of the first countries 
in the world to sign an Agreement with the United States to Improve International Tax Compli-
ance and Implement FATCA (Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act).  In a public letter to the 
EU Commission on April 9th, five EU Member States, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the 
United Kingdom, have hailed FATCA-type Agreements as representing a ‘step change in trans-
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parency’ and being the new ‘international standard’ for automatic exchange of tax information.

Combatting tax fraud and evasion has been a priority during our Presidency of the EU.  The 
issue was an important agenda item at the Informal EcoFin Council meeting that I chaired last 
weekend. During our Presidency we have taken forward the work in a range of key areas:

- Seeking agreement on Draft Council Conclusions on the EU Commission Action Plan on 
fraud and tax evasion;

- Pursuing a VAT anti-fraud package;

- Chairing work at the Code of Conduct Sub-Group on a proposal to combat double non-
taxation and other tax evasion.

Indeed, on foot of recent developments and progress made at the Informal EcoFin, further 
discussions will be held during May at senior official level on practical measures to combat 
tax fraud and evasion, in particular through potential progress on the Savings Directive.  It is 
intended to return again to the issue of tax fraud and evasion at EcoFin before the conclusion 
of our Presidency.

Tax Code

16/04/2013WRM02000362. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the number of revenue ap-
peals, if any, that remain unresolved for periods in excess of ten years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17683/13]

16/04/2013WRM02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that a single figure for the number of appeals unresolved for a period in excess of ten 
years is likely to present a misleading picture.  This is because the system used by the Revenue 
Commissioners to record appeals does so by reference to unsettled assessments.  Thus, a single 
issue can give rise to a number of appeals in relation to the same taxpayer.  Furthermore, in a 
number of instances appeals remain open because the matter in dispute is the subject of a test 
case involving a different taxpayer.  The Revenue Commissioners are analysing their records 
and will provide an update to the Deputy by the end of the month.

IBRC Liquidation

16/04/2013WRM02200363. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if the appointment of the 
special liquidator to Irish Bank Resolution Corporation was in strict accordance with procure-
ment law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17684/13]

16/04/2013WRM02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Due to the urgency of the appointment 
of the special liquidators and for commercial and confidentiality reasons it was not possible 
to follow standard procurement rules in relation to this appointment.  Therefore emergency 
procedures were followed and the special liquidators were appointed following a negotiated 
procedure.  As the Deputy will appreciate it was of the utmost importance that the potential 
liquidation of IBRC was kept confidential due to the scale, sensitivity and complexity of the 
economic issues involved.  However, I can assure the Deputy that the rates that which have 
been agreed with the Special Liquidators are commensurate with rates agreed following a ten-
der process undertaken by the National Asset Management Agency in relation to similar types 
of insolvency services.
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I can assure the Deputy that this Government will always work to ensure that best value is 
achieved for taxpayers.

Tax Credits

16/04/2013WRM02400364. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Wexford has seen an increase in the income tax being taken from their 
private pension; the amount of additional tax that is being taken from current pensions than in 
past years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17685/13]

16/04/2013WRM02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the increase in PAYE deducted from the individual’s private pension for the tax 
year 2013 is attributable to the fact that the tax credits for 2013 have been restricted in order to 
collect an underpayment of tax which arose in the tax year 2011.  The underpayment for 2011 
arose because the Department of Social Protection pension figure included in the Tax Credit 
Certificate for that year was understated.  A P21 balancing statement for 2011 issued to the per-
son in question on 27th April 2012 and advised that the underpayment would be collected by 
reducing the tax credits in 2013.  The collection of the underpayment in 2013 means a reduction 
of €11.16 per week in the net pension.  If this is causing difficulty, the person can contact the 
Wexford Tax District and if he wishes the underpayment can be spread over two or three years 
i.e. 2013 / 2014 or 2013 / 2014 / 2015.  The contact phone number is 053 9149300.

Retail Sector

16/04/2013WRM02600365. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Finance the way he intends to protect 
possible job losses in the retail sector (details supplied) in view of the fact that selling goods on 
line at prices cheaper than cost price of goods available to Irish retailers in the same industry; 
his views on the fairness of non-flucuating exchange rates attributed to retail prices of goods to 
be sold in Ireland by UK distributors are anti-competitive; and if there is a need for European 
legislation to compensate European Governments for loss of VAT revenue as a result of uncom-
petitive, unfair advantages gained by on line companies established in EU countries with low 
VAT rates and favourable currency exchange rates relative to the Euro.  [17696/13]

16/04/2013WRM02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While recognising the very challenging 
conditions in which many firms are operating at the moment, particularly in the retail sector, it 
is not my intention to intervene to attempt to prohibit or limit in any way the legal sale of goods 
online.  I do not believe that such an intervention would be either effective or sustainable.  As 
regards the practices of UK distributors, this is primarily a matter for my colleague, the Minister 
for Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, but I note that the Competition Authority conducted a study 
on the retail-related import and distribution sector in 2009 and concluded that a number of fac-
tors plays a part in the explanation of exchange rate pass-through and that these are dependent 
on the peculiarities of different sectors and products.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a publication notification PN 1882 - Or-
dering Goods for Personal Use over the Internet or from Mail Order Catalogues that is avail-
able on their website is informative in this regard.  It points out that internet shoppers need to 
be aware of the potential full price of the goods involved since some websites do not make al-
lowance for charges such as Customs Duty, Excise Duty or VAT.  In addition, a carrier handling 
charge, that is distinct from a Customs charge, is generally applied by the carrier delivering the 
goods.  This means that it is difficult to make direct price comparisons between domestic and 
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other-EU internet sales companies.

European VAT legislation and Irish VAT legislation contain the concept of distance selling.  
Distance selling means a supplier established in one Member State sells goods to customers 
who are not registered for VAT in another Member State.  Where a company established in one 
Member State makes distance sales to customers in another Member State the company must 
register and account for VAT on those sales where the value of the sales exceeds distance sales 
threshold, currently €35,000 in Ireland.  For example, a UK established company that makes 
distance sales in excess of €35,000 to customers in Ireland who are not registered for VAT must 
register for VAT in Ireland and charge Irish VAT.  The VAT distance sales rules significantly 
reduce the VAT advantages of internet sales companies establishing in EU countries with VAT 
rates that are lower than Ireland’s for the purpose of making supplies to Irish customers.

Question No. 366 answered with Question No. 202.

Living City Initiative

16/04/2013WRM02900367. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance his views on extending the 
living city initiative (details supplied) to other areas needing regeneration, such as Mullingar, 
County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17709/13]

16/04/2013WRM03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Finance Act 2013 includes a section on 
the Living City Initiative which introduces a scheme of tax incentives focusing on the regenera-
tion of the historic centres of some of our main cities.  The scheme which will be introduced by 
Ministerial order, will apply in the first instance on a pilot basis only to specified regeneration 
areas in Waterford and Limerick.  My Department has prepared an information note on this 
incentive which was published on the Department’s website on 13 February last.  The historic 
centres of some of our cities have suffered for a long time from gradual depopulation and the 
relocation of family homes and businesses to the suburbs, particularly during the period of the 
Celtic Tiger.  These centres have also suffered greatly from the general economic downturn of 
the past few years.  While I am not suggesting that this scheme is capable on its own of revers-
ing that trend, I am convinced that it has a part to play. 

The particular focus of the scheme is as follows: to encourage people back to the centres of 
Irish cities to live in historical buildings, in particular Georgian houses; and to encourage the 
regeneration of the retail heartland of central city business districts.

I indicated in my budget speech in December last year that I would examine proposals for a 
targeted incentive for already identified regeneration areas.  The tax relief that will apply under 
this scheme will operate for five years from the date of commencement.  However, it is my in-
tention that before it begins, the scheme will be subject to an ex ante cost benefit analysis and, 
subject to a positive outcome from the analysis, I will seek EU approval under State Aid rules 
for this initiative to be commenced for Limerick and Waterford cities. 

There are two strands to the scheme.  The first involves a tax relief for the refurbishment 
or conversion of Georgian houses for residential purposes.  The relief will only apply to owner 
occupiers and not for rented residential accommodation.  It is not a section 23 provision, which 
was relief for investors. 

The second strand is a scheme of accelerated industrial buildings allowances for the con-
version and refurbishment of retail premises although other business services will also be al-
lowed where the premises is a Georgian building.  In such cases the commercial element will 
be confined to the ground floor or basement with a residential element upstairs.  The allowance 
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is at a rate of 15% per annum for six years and 10% in year seven and is subject to the normal 
balancing charges of allowances if disposed of within that time period.  I have not yet decided 
on the exact boundaries of the regeneration areas in these cities but I will be consulting with my 
Government colleagues and the relevant local authorities beforehand before I make any final 
decision.

I hope these reliefs will help to restore some of these inner city areas to their former glory.  
The prevalence of Georgian houses is a particular characteristic of the built environment of 
many Irish cities.  While some of these Georgian buildings have fallen into a state of disrepair 
and dereliction, my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and I have been 
exploring ways in which to promote and support the regeneration of these city centres.  This 
pilot scheme is a targeted initiative which is aimed specifically at Georgian areas and I do not 
intend to go beyond this at this stage. 

The reliefs I am introducing are an attempt to encourage people back into the cities to raise 
their families and if possible to operate their businesses from there.  It will not be possible to 
revitalise these inner city areas without this happening. Pobal, the State agency that supports 
local communities, has developed a sophisticated index which measures deprivation in dif-
ferent local areas across Ireland.  Taking into account the deprivation statistics from the 2011 
census, both Limerick and Waterford scored as the most disadvantaged of our major cities.  Fur-
thermore unemployment rates in these cities are also the highest, significantly worse than the 
national average.  Both have their own unique problems regarding unemployment and social 
problems and for these reasons I have selected them alone for the pilot phase of this initiative.

Mental Health Awareness

16/04/2013WRN00200368. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the difficulties that some of the colleges, universities and students’ unions are 
facing in respect of students struggling with depression and other mental health problems; if 
there is a mental health policy specifically for third level institutions; if not, his views on de-
veloping such as policy and how a college or university would implement same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15979/13]

16/04/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) have in place individual policies, guidelines and a range of support services to maintain 
the well-being of their students and ensure health services are available to those experiencing 
mental health difficulties.  The supports provided include medical services, access to coun-
sellors and psychologists and health promotion initiatives in the colleges.  In addition many 
student counselling services provide comprehensive online resources which can be accessed 
centrally through the ‘Please Talk’ website.

The HEA’s Strategic Innovation Fund has supported the establishment of the MyMindMat-
ters portal, an online mental health and well-being resource developed by NUI Galway in col-
laboration with Dundalk IoT, TCD and UCC.  In the Dublin region, Niteline provides students 
in TCD, DCU, UCD, NUI Maynooth, NCAD, and the RCSI with a confidential listening, sup-
port, and information service run by students for students every night during term-time.

Teachers’ Remuneration

16/04/2013WRN00400369. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline any 
plans that are being developed to revise Gaeltacht, Island and Secretary to Board of Manage-
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ment allowances that are provided for teachers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16100/13]

16/04/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government approved 
a number of measures relating to public service allowances following a public service-wide 
review of allowances and premium payments conducted by the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.  As a result of the Government decision, the Gaeltacht allowance, Island allowance 
and Secretary to Board of Management allowance has been withdrawn for new beneficiaries 
with effect from 1 February 2012.  Any person in receipt of the above allowances on 31 January 
2012 will continue to be paid that allowance except where the teacher ceases that job role or 
changes school or employer on or after 1 February 2012.  Where a teacher is redeployed under 
the agreed redeployment scheme, this will not be regarded as a cessation.  Further information 
regarding the outcome of the review of allowances is published in Circular 0008/2013 which is 
available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

Research Funding

16/04/2013WRN00600370. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a place on the enterprise partnership scheme involving the Irish Research Council in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17082/13]

16/04/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Enterprise Partnership 
Scheme, operated by the Irish Research Council, is an innovative initiative which facilitates 
Postgraduate Scholars and Postdoctoral Fellows to complete their research in an Higher Educa-
tion Institution (HEI) in collaboration with an Enterprise Partner. By working closely with an 
Enterprise Partner, researchers benefit from an enhanced research experience as well as having 
the opportunity to learn key transferable skills relevant to career formation.

Applicants submit their proposal to the Council with the endorsement of the HEI and therein 
the Enterprise Partner is named.  The relationship between the applicant, HEI and Enterprise 
Partner is a matter for the applicant, HEI and Enterprise Partner. The Council assesses the ap-
plication in good faith.  I understand that this application was recommended for funding on the 
premise that the company had committed to participate in the application. However, unfortu-
nately it has now emerged that the company had not made this commitment.

FÁS Training Programmes

16/04/2013WRN00800371. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
FÁS payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12 [17102/13]

16/04/2013WRN00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Participants on FÁS training courses receive a training allowance in lieu of their social welfare 
entitlements for the duration of the course.  As the person referred to is not in receipt of a social 
welfare payment, a FÁS training allowance is not payable.

FÁS Local Training Initiatives Eligibility

16/04/2013WRN01000372. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the support avail-
able through FÁS or other Government agencies to support the training and reskilling needs of 
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the 70 former employees of a company (details supplied) who were made redundant. [17225/13]

16/04/2013WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Responsibility for dealing with persons who have been made redundant is a matter for the De-
partment of Social Protection in the first instance.  FÁS, Skillnets and other relevant education 
and training providers will give advice and assistance where required as regards the options 
available for education, training and re-skilling through the structures and mechanisms which 
have been set up with the Department of Social Protection in that regard.

School Transport Eligibility

16/04/2013WRN01200373. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a child is eli-
gible for school transport under the primary school transport scheme to a school other than their 
nearest school on an equal footing as other eligible children in cases where the nearest school to 
the child cannot accommodate the child due to lack of places; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15983/13]

16/04/2013WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible for 
transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest national 
school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, under the terms of the scheme, may 
avail of transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of a conditions including the 
availability of spare seats on an existing service and the payment of the annual charge.  Hav-
ing regard to the enrolment process undertaken by parents, and where my Department is then 
satisfied that children cannot be accommodated at their nearest school, transport eligibility will 
be determined by reference to the distance the children reside from their next nearest school.

Schools Building Projects Applications

16/04/2013WRN01400374. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update of the progress of the application for an extension in respect of a school (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; when his Department first received an application for this exten-
sion; when works are expected to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15984/13]

16/04/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An application for additional 
accommodation was received by my Department in July 2012 from the school referred to by 
the Deputy.  The School Authority was allocated funding in August 2012 under Additional 
Accommodation Scheme for the provision of one mainstream classroom, toilet upgrade and 
conversion works.

The School Authority has advised my Department’s Planning and Building Unit that build-
ing works commenced on site in February 2013.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRN01600375. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to the impact that cuts to Health Service Executive Beechpark Autism 
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Services are having on schools with ASD classes, particularly in relation to schools in Dublin 
North Central and Dublin North-East; and if he has any plans to ease the burden on both schools 
and children affected by these cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16030/13]

16/04/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Health Service Executive is responsible for the provision of health supports, including 
therapies, to children with special educational needs.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRN01800376. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
there has been a removal of resource teaching hours for school going children suffering from 
Down syndrome who are classed as mild even though they suffer from a variety of other prob-
lems including difficulties with their speech; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16048/13]

16/04/2013WRN01900399. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
including Down syndrome under the low incidence disability classification for the purpose of 
allocation resource hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16424/13]

16/04/2013WRN02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 376 and 399 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including those with Down syndrome, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may 
be required to ensure such placements are provided for.  Pupils with Down syndrome attend-
ing mainstream schools may receive additional teaching support in primary schools, either 
under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, if the pupil’s 
educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the mild general learning disability/
high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of individual additional resource 
teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), if 
the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category of special need, as defined by 
my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability.  This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming months.

All schools have been advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching or SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013 and schools will then be notified by Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) of their resource teaching allocation for 2013/14, 
based on the number of valid applications received.

Residential Institutions Issues
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16/04/2013WRN02100377. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has given 
consideration to amending the Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002, to allow for the in-
clusion of additional State supports, such as access to the GMS scheme for former residents of 
institutions covered under the terms of this redress scheme. [16043/13]

16/04/2013WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Residential Institutions 
Redress Board was established pursuant to the Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002 to 
provide fair and reasonable financial awards to victims of institutional childhood abuse.  The 
original closing date for receipt of applications was 15th December 2005, however section 8 
of the 2002 Act allowed the Board to extend the period for receipt of an application in excep-
tional circumstances.  The Residential Institutions Redress Amendment Act, 2011 removed the 
Board’s power to accept late applications received on or after the 17th September, 2011.  The 
Board is continuing to process its remaining applications and late submissions.  Accordingly I 
have no proposals to amend the 2002 Act.

I have recently established the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) Board pursu-
ant to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act, 2012.  The Board will oversee the use of 
the cash contributions of up to €110 million pledged by the religious congregations to support 
the needs of some 15,000 survivors of residential institutional child abuse, who have received 
awards from the Redress Board mentioned earlier or equivalent Court awards.  It is now a mat-
ter for the RISF Board to determine the range of approved services with the four classes of ser-
vice stipulated in the Act, i.e. mental health services (including counselling and psychological 
support) health and personal social services, education services and housing services.

Student Support Schemes Issues

16/04/2013WRN02300378. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
scholarships given to students by his Department to study at an educational institution (details 
supplied) in Italy over the past six years; the breakdown in the different degrees, masters and 
PhDs per faculty that scholars studied; the number of students that completed their scholar-
ships; the breakdown in cost of these scholarships per degree; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16065/13]

16/04/2013WRN02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The educational Institution to 
which the Deputy refers is a postgraduate research university established by the Member States 
of the European Union.

The main teaching activity is the PhD programme, leading to the Doctorate of the Institute, 
on topics related to its research programme in the fields of history, economics, law and politi-
cal and social sciences.  Up to 4 scholarships are awarded anually by my Department to Irish 
students to attend the Institution.

The scholarship allowance (which is linked to the Government of Ireland scholarship 
scheme) is €1,386 per month, plus a further allowence of €225 to married students.  My De-
partment pays this scholarship for first, second and third year students. Fourth year students 
are funded by the institute to a maximum amount with my Department paying the difference.  
Currently, the Institute pays fourth year students €1,220 per month with my Department paying 
the difference of €166 per month.  A flat allowance of €635 is paid to each scholarship holder 
towards travel and incidental expenses per academic year.  A partner allowance of €225 per 
month is also payable.  A payment of €58.19 per person per month is also made to the Institute 
in respect of student insurance premiums.
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The following table shows the number of students funded for the last six years.

Course

Year Scholarship awarded PHD Number of students that 
completed studies

2007/2008 2 History & Civilisa-
tion (x2)                 

2

2008/2009 4 History & Civilisa-
tion (x1)                   

4

Law (x1)
Social & Political 
Studies (x1)

2009/2010 4 Economics (x1)                               3 in final year 
History & Civilisa-
tion (x1)

1 withdrew

Law (x1)
Social & Political 
Studies (x1)

2010/2011 3 Law (x1)                                          2   Third year
History & Civilisa-
tion (x1)

1 withdrew

Social & Political 
Studies (x1)

2011/2012 3 Law (x2)                                      3  Second year
Social & Political 
Studies (x1)

2012/2013 3 History & Civilisa-
tion (x2)                

3  First year

Law (x1)

Teacher Statistics

16/04/2013WRN02500379. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
for next academic year, 2013/14, with regard to the number of teachers in each of the primary 
schools in Ratoath, County Meath; if the number of teachers will decline on the academic year 
2012/13; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16068/13]

16/04/2013WRN02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected frontline services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will be no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools for the 2013/14 school year as a 
result of the budget.  The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is also fully protected with no 
overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of the budget.  The criteria used for the 
allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on my Department’s website.  The staff-
ing arrangements for the 2013/14 school year (Circular 0013/2013) were published in February 
and are available on the website.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources 
provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil 
enrolments on the previous 30 September.



Questions - Written Answers

150

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  Details of the criteria for appeal are 
contained in the staffing schedule, Circular 0013/2013.

The allocation process at individual school level is currently underway.  The Staffing Ap-
peals Board held its first meeting in late March and schools have been notified of the outcome 
of their appeals.

The final staffing position for all schools will ultimately not be known until the Autumn.  At 
that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals to the Staffing Appeals 
Board will have been considered.

Student Grant Numbers

16/04/2013WRN02700380. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students who qualified for a student maintenance grant in each of the past five academic years 
detailed by the level of award and the awarding authority; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16085/13]

16/04/2013WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The numbers of students 
(both new and renewal) who received student grants (which may include maintenance or fees) 
from the academic year 2007/08 to 2011/12 are as follows:

2007/08 = 54,666

2008/09 = 57,261

2009/10 = 69,486

2010/11 = 71,532

2011/12 = 76,644

This data is compiled from information supplied to my Department by the 66 grant award-
ing authorities.  In addition, the following tables detail the breakdown of students in receipt of 
a grant for the 2011/12 academic year by level of award and grant awarding authority.  The data 
for the earlier years is not available in the format requested by the Deputy.

The Deputy will appreciate that the figures are not yet available in respect of the 2012/13 
academic year.

2011/12 Student Grants by Local Authority and Level of Grant

Local 
Authority

A B C D E F G H I J K TOTAL

Carlow Co. 
Co.

267 11 17 11 93 3 5 0 39 21 8 475

Cavan Co. 
Co.

506 22 23 21 8 0 0 0 41 0 7 628

Clare Co. Co. 781 11 32 34 282 11 14 10 63 43 24 1,305

Cork City Co. 128 2 5 2 653 20 41 32 125 39 13 1,060

Cork Co. Co. 1,361 45 58 89 1,018 29 73 54 99 161 76 3,063

Donegal Co. 
Co.

1,131 22 50 42 80 1 3 1 24 34 14 1,402

Dublin City 
Co.

189 1 2 5 2,034 43 86 61 373 109 33 2,936
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Local 
Authority

A B C D E F G H I J K TOTAL

Dun 
Laoghaire 
Co. Co.

63 3 4 2 705 16 36 35 92 46 9 1,011

South Dublin 
Co.  Co.

75 1 2 4 914 22 51 44 99 90 38 1,340

Fingal Co.  
Co.

101 2 4 4 830 26 46 45 93 0 98 1,249

Galway Co.  
Co.

1,209 32 48 42 1,201 29 47 36 285 108 51 3,088

Kerry Co.  
Co.

1,136 22 60 33 0 0 0 0 0 7 114 1,372

Kildare Co.  
Co.

502 10 18 10 626 19 29 31 150 66 27 1,488

Kilkenny Co.  
Co.

825 21 34 16 40 0 0 2 11 6 6 961

Laois Co.  
Co.

581 18 28 18 60 3 4 2 2 32 31 779

Leitrim Co. 
Co.

332 14 11 15 10 0 0 1 14 17 3 417

Limerick Co. 
Co.

476 9 17 30 385 15 21 21 118 2 40 1,134

Limerick City 
Co.

71 0 2 0 306 4 12 10 70 12 18 505

Longford Co. 
Co.

277 5 10 11 4 0 0 0 9 9 13 338

Louth Co. 
Co.

716 16 30 25 182 6 9 5 130 5 11 1,135

Mayo Co. Co. 1,238 28 68 47 53 0 1 1 38 50 47 1,571

Meath Co. 
Co.

505 12 24 19 363 13 19 14 68 51 30 1,118

Monaghan 
Co. Co.

487 10 16 8 12 2 1 1 11 28 10 586

Offaly Co. 
Co.

393 14 28 24 14 0 0 1 25 2 7 508

Roscommon 
Co. Co.

574 25 21 35 15 1 1 1 25 2 18 718

Sligo Co. Co. 397 14 16 22 52 2 3 3 48 2 5 564

Tipperary NR 
Co. Co.

372 8 10 19 105 1 1 5 21 37 20 599

Tipperary SR 
Co. Co.

542 11 24 22 70 2 3 0 63 15 0 752

Waterford 
Co. Co.

422 20 14 19 124 5 1 2 26 19 12 664

Waterford 
City Co.

133 2 10 7 47 1 2 2 2 33 4 243

Westmeath 
Co. Co.

647 17 25 20 22 0 1 0 45 3 9 789

Wexford Co. 
Co.

841 21 47 29 19 1 1 1 0 83 20 1,063

Wicklow Co. 
Co.

452 12 20 19 402 4 20 28 59 45 25 1,086

Totals 17,730 461 778 704 10,729 279 531 449 2,268 1,177 841 35,947

Key
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 100% A
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 75% B
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 50% C
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 25% D
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Key
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE      100% E
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE        75% F
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE        50% G
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE           25% H
100% Tuition Fees /                                
100% Student Contribution

I

50% Tuition Fees /                                   
100% Student Contribution

J

50% Student Contribution K

2011/12 Student Grants by VEC and Level of Grant

VEC A B C D E F G H I J K TOTAL

Carlow  VEC 188 6 7 8 321 7 9 8 68 52 5 679

Cavan VEC 669 21 22 18 258 4 2 1 16 64 11 1,086

Clare VEC 524 7 14 18 459 10 15 13 67 91 15 1,233

Cork City 
VEC

37 0 2 0 659 10 22 18 61 64 10 883

Cork Co 
VEC

1,033 21 55 42 1,235 20 58 46 149 163 18 2,840

Donegal  
VEC

993 15 27 16 789 11 18 6 102 295 16 2,288

Dublin City 
VEC

111 0 5 1 1,685 32 53 46 257 220 34 2,444

Dublin Co 
VEC

235 8 6 15 2,236 47 87 77 264 274 67 3,316

Dun 
Laoghaire 
VEC 

15 2 0 2 265 5 9 8 0 30 0 336

Galway City 
VEC

118 2 2 2 364 3 5 5 57 90 4 652

Galway Co 
VEC

667 14 22 32 383 15 14 18 3 135 62 1,365

 Kerry VEC 713 12 29 20 868 13 24 23 98 229 14 2,043

 Kildare  
VEC

450 7 18 19 635 8 20 19 0 102 118 1,396

 Kilkenny 
VEC

267 8 8 11 367 6 11 7 78 61 13 837

 Laois VEC 262 2 6 13 202 2 7 3 43 53 10 603

 Leitrim VEC 306 3 4 10 92 0 5 2 11 52 10 495

Limerick 
City VEC

44 0 3 2 412 5 10 12 0 77 62 627

Limerick Co 
VEC

349 7 14 14 491 10 33 15 74 60 18 1,085

Longford 
VEC

281 10 13 5 158 1 1 2 24 79 4 578

Louth VEC 260 8 9 2 799 13 26 18 33 135 13 1,316

Mayo VEC 1,470 38 66 48 251 2 7 9 34 309 22 2,256

Meath VEC 698 21 33 31 483 9 15 18 97 93 23 1,521

Monaghan 
VEC

429 9 15 9 303 4 12 6 0 98 8 893

Offaly VEC 476 5 20 14 264 3 5 8 35 106 13 949

Roscommon 
VEC 

512 9 23 18 117 2 5 4 38 69 11 808

Sligo VEC 407 12 13 9 470 11 19 8 54 124 23 1,150
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VEC A B C D E F G H I J K TOTAL

Tipp (NR) 
VEC 

378 6 18 11 275 5 11 7 54 68 12 845

Tipp (SR) 
VEC

471 11 8 18 269 9 1 8 35 46 14 890

Waterford 
City VEC

59 0 1 1 374 7 13 12 104 66 12 649

Waterford 
County VEC

216 4 9 8 294 8 9 10 54 58 10 680

Westmeath 
VEC

537 9 29 18 377 3 12 6 35 147 13 1,186

Wexford 
VEC

803 17 31 30 537 7 12 10 134 91 29 1,701

Wicklow 
VEC

352 7 16 5 525 5 19 18 49 52 19 1,067

VEC TO-
TALS

14,330 301 548 470 17,217 297 569 471 2,128 3,653 713 40,697

Key
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 100% A
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 75% B
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 50% C
NON-ADJACENT MAINTENANCE 25% D
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE      100% E
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE        75% F
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE        50% G
ADJACENT MAINTENANCE           25% H
100% Tuition Fees /                                
100% Student Contribution

I

50% Tuition Fees /                                   
100% Student Contribution

J

50% Student Contribution K

Student Grant Numbers

16/04/2013WRN02900381. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students enrolled in higher education; the number of grant applications received for the current 
academic year from students living in Wicklow to Student Universal Support Ireland, Wicklow 
VEC and Wicklow County Council; the number of successful applicants; the number of grants 
remaining to be paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16086/13]

16/04/2013WRN03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The number of students en-
rolled in higher education full-time undergraduate and postgraduate courses in HEA designated 
institutions in the 2011/12 academic year is some 162,786 students.  Finalised data in relation 
to the 2012/13 academic year will not be available until late summer 2013 but provisional 
data as at the 1st November 2012 suggests that some 161,443 students were enrolled in higher 
education full-time undergraduate and postgraduate courses in HEA designated institutions at 
that point.  This data has been provided to my Department by the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA).

The following table details the number of grant applications received in the 2012/13 aca-
demic year from students living in Wicklow by Student Universal Support Ireland, Wicklow 
VEC and Wicklow County Council, the number of awards and the number of students yet to be 
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paid by the each of these awarding authorities.  This data has been supplied to my Department 
by SUSI, Wicklow VEC and Wicklow County Council.  The data supplied by SUSI is at point 
in time on the 16th April, 2013.  The data supplied by Wicklow VEC and Wicklow County 
Council is as at close of business on the 5th April, 2013.

SUSI is continuing to make payments on a weekly basis to ensure students can get paid their 
grant as expediously as possible, once they have been awarded a grant.

SUSI Applications - Processing position 16/04/13

Student Universal 
Support Ireland 
(SUSI)

Number of New 
Applications

Awarded Yet to Receive any 
Payment

Co. Wicklow 2,020 1080 62

Wicklow County Council - Processing Position as at week ending 5/4/2013

Wicklow Co. Co. Number of Renewals Awarded Yet to Receive any 
Payment

689 634 7

Wicklow VEC - Processing Position as at week ending 5/4/2013

Wicklow VEC Number of Renewals Awarded Yet to Receive any 
Payment

483 444 0*
*This figure does not include payments to renewal students on level 6 and level 7 courses in 

the Institutes of Technology who are paid directly by the relevant institution.

Education and Training Provision

16/04/2013WRN03100382. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
a breakdown of the total number of participants who have successfully completed a springboard 
programme; the success rate of the programme participants in subsequently finding employ-
ment and the process in place to track the success of the initiative. [16089/13]

16/04/2013WRN03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Springboard, which was first 
launched in May 2011, strategically targets funding of free part-time higher education courses 
for unemployed people in areas where there are identified labour market skills shortages or 
employment opportunities.  Springboard 2011 provided part-time higher education places for 
4,956 unemployed people on 204 courses at certificate, degree and post graduate level.  To date 
2,460 participants have graduated from Springboard 2011 courses and 649 are continuing to a 
further year of study.  5,335 unemployed people have enrolled on 211 different higher educa-
tion courses under the second phase of Springboard in 2012.  Graduation data from Springboard 
2012 will be available in the summer.

The evaluation framework for Springboard provides for ongoing monitoring and evalua-
tion of outputs.  A first stage evaluation report, which was published by the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA) in February 2012 and is available at www.hea.ie/en/node/1463, showed that 
Springboard has been very successful in reaching its target cohorts: 77% of participants were 
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aged between 25 and 49, 60% had been out of work for more than 1 year and 20% had previ-
ously been employed in construction.

A second stage evaluation report was published in February 2013 and is available at www.
hea.ie/en/node/1514.  It shows that 30% of Springboard participants were back in work within 
6 weeks of completing a Springboard course and that 40% were back in work within 6 months 
of completion.  Outcomes varied across programme areas and levels and by age and duration 
unemployed.

16/04/2013WRN03250School Curriculum

16/04/2013WRN03300383. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is 
reviewing the operation of Project Maths in view of the ongoing concerns that have been raised 
by students, parents and maths teachers in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16094/13]

16/04/2013WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has engaged 
in extensive consultation in relation to the development and implementation of Project Maths.  
I would remind the Deputy that curricular change was considered imperative in view of the 
concerns about rote learning, student uptake at Higher Level and student achievement levels in 
mathematics.  The new syllabus is designed to transform teaching and learning of Mathematics 
at second level, so that students will develop instrumental understanding (knowing how), rela-
tional understanding (knowing why), the ability to apply their knowledge and skills in familiar 
and unfamiliar contexts, and analytical and creative powers in mathematics.  The comprehen-
sive programme of professional development available to all teachers of mathematics focuses 
primarily on the teaching approaches required to achieve these goals.  Such a fundamental 
reform requires attitudinal change which will only come in time as the new syllabus embeds in 
schools.  Project Maths was implemented on a phased basis and all five strands of Project Maths 
were rolled out to mainstream schools in September 2012.

In relation to review, following a tendering process the National Foundation for Educational 
Research (NFER) was awarded a contract to conduct research into the impact of Project Maths 
on student motivation, learning and achievement in:-

- the initial 24 schools who were engaged in the project since September 2008 and

- all the other post-primary schools where syllabus change commenced in September 2010.

The student-focussed research design has two components: Part One focuses on testing 
students’ mathematical performance in areas significant to Project Maths, and on exploring 
their attitudes towards mathematics.  Part Two uses analysis of students’ work and detailed case 
studies to develop a data-rich picture of mathematics teaching and learning.  The first interim 
report, published in November 2012, found that students appear to be performing well in many 
aspects of the revised syllabus.  The report is available online at www.ncca.ie.

I recently received a report from the Irish Maths Teachers Association.  It summarised the 
findings of a consultation which was carried out with their members. Senior officials from my 
Department have met with officials from the IMTA to discuss the implications of the findings.

Schools Building Contractors

16/04/2013WRN03500384. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
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an update on the tendering for the construction of new schools and extensions to schools in 
Lucan, County Dublin; if he will indicate which bidders have been successful in their bids to 
construct the various projects; and if the successful bidder is under any obligation to employees 
or sub contractors based locally. [16101/13]

16/04/2013WRN03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The only project in the Lucan 
area that has been tendered recently is Scoil Mhuire, Woodview, Lucan.  Construction com-
menced on that project in May 2012.  The contractor is Ganson Building and Civil Engineering 
Contractors.  In common with the rest of the Public Sector, capital works projects in schools are 
tendered under the standard Public Works Contracts as required by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the Government Contracts Committee for Construction (GCCC).  
The Guidelines require a competitive process carried out in an open, objective and transparent 
manner to achieve best value for money in public procurement.

Essential principles to be observed in conducting all procurement functions include non–
discrimination, equal treatment, transparency, mutual recognition, proportionality, freedom 
to provide service and freedom of establishment.  School Building Projects, including Scoil 
Mhuire, Woodview, are tendered in compliance with the above guidelines and requirements.  
While the current public works contract for the above building project does not require contrac-
tors to use local labour or materials, it is the case that building projects by their nature generally 
contribute to economic activity in the locality in which they are carried out.  The Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform Government Construction Contracts Committee are currently 
considering the possibility of inclusion of social clauses in future public works contracts.  My 
Department will implement any future changes to public works contracts in accordance with 
the guidelines given.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRN03700385. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
that could be taken to increase the number of persons with a disability who complete second 
and third level education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16133/13]

16/04/2013WRN03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs can have access to an education appropriate to their needs.  The policy of my Department 
is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs 
in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class 
placement may be required to ensure such placements are provided for.

The provisions which are made by my Department to ensure that as many children with 
special educational needs as possible can complete Post Primary school education, include 
the provision of additional resource/learning support in post primary schools, the provision of 
special classes in mainstream schools, Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for children who 
have care needs, and the provision of assistive technology supports where required.    I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the 1998 Education Act requires Boards of Management of each school 
to publish the policy of the school relating to participation by students with special educational 
needs.  The measures schools take in this regard are required to be stated in the school plan.  It 
is the duty of the Board of Management to ensure that appropriate education services are made 
available to such students.

Schools at both primary and second level use strategies such as curriculum differentiation, 
curriculum enrichment and acceleration to facilitate the development of pupils with special 
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needs.  Syllabi and curricula for second-level schools have also been designed in such a way to 
enable teachers to cater for the wide range of pupil ability.

The Special Education Support Service (SESS) is a service under the management of my 
Department which also supports schools and provides additional training for them in supporting 
students with special educational needs.  I also wish to advise the Deputy that a variety of op-
tions are in place for young persons, including those with special education needs, to continue 
with educational provision after the age of 18.

My Department provides funding to Vocational Education Committees (VECs) nationwide 
for a range of part-time and full-time accredited and non-accredited further and adult education 
programmes which are open to all learners, including those with special educational needs.    
The Adult Literacy Programme provides basic education including reading, writing and numer-
acy skills, and ICT for adults who wish to improve their literacy and numeracy competencies 
to enhance their functional participation in personal, social and economic life.  The Community 
Education programme provides education and learning, generally outside the formal education 
sector, with the aims of enhancing learning, empowerment and contributing to civic society.

Funding is also provided to VECs to support local community-based education groups out-
side the formal education sector and is usually allocated through the provision of teaching 
hours, or small grants, to a range of community and voluntary groups for educational activities.  
The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) scheme also provides a third level admis-
sions scheme for school leavers who have a disability or specific learning difficulty.  Students 
who are considered to be DARE eligible may secure a college place on a reduced points basis. 
Details of the DARE scheme are available at www. accesscollege.ie.  Additional supports for 
young adults with special educational needs are also provided by Disability Officers in third 
level colleges.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRN03900386. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on an appeal on a student grant award in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16156/13]

16/04/2013WRN04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board has received an appeal from the student referred to by the Deputy.  The 
Appeals Board aims to issue appeal determinations as promptly as possible and within the 
specified timeframe specified in the Student Support Act, 2011.

The student will be notified directly of the outcome by the Appeals Board.

16/04/2013WRN04050Emergency Works Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRN04100387. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will be made in relation to an application for emergency works grant made in respect 
of a school (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16193/13]

16/04/2013WRN04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that emergency funding to replace the boiler at the school in question was approved on 
26th March, 2013.
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Renewable Energy Incentives

16/04/2013WRN04300388. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans, 
if any, he has to provide funding for schools who wish to use renewable energy on their prem-
ises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16194/13]

16/04/2013WRN04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department is at the fore-
front of design with respect to sustainable energy efficiency (including water conservation and 
efficiency) in school buildings and this performance has been recognised at both National and 
International level with sustainable energy awards for excellence in Design and Specification.

The Departments Technical Guidance Documents set the benchmark for sustainable design 
in school buildings with a clear focus on energy efficiency and they are based on solid energy 
research projects.  The Departments policy is supported by a strong research programme with 
forty research projects at various stages including its energy website at www.energyineducation.
ie.

Schools that are designed and built in accordance with the Departments Schools technical 
guidance documents must achieve an A3 Building Energy Rating.  All new technologies and 
approaches are tested to ensure compatibility with school design and operational requirements.  
Successful and repeatable results are then incorporated into all new school designs and refur-
bishments.

In the interest of sustainability, it is critical that renewable applications are properly suited 
to the schools needs and not just applied for the sake of having a renewable tag on a school.  It 
is also critical that we minimise the demand for energy before we invest in renewable energy 
applications.  This has been assisted in previous years with the wall and attic insulation pro-
gramme and the water conservation programme.

The Department have been using test schools to evaluate the suitability of renewable energy 
options for schools for the past seven years.  Over 40% of the research programme features 
renewable aspects.  Results from these projects indicate that the application of renewables do 
not present a viable solution in existing schools due to a number of variables such as energy 
and water usage profiles etc.  A summary of these findings are publicly available on the schools 
energy website at www.energyineducation.ie.

For the Deputy’s information, the results of the application of wind energy schemes in 
schools indicate that given the scale of application to match demand and capacity in a meaning-
ful way, that schools rather than be provided with funding individually should instead be en-
couraged to consider the use of wind generated electricity which is available nationally through 
the National Grid.  This in effect allows the school to benefit from the environmental and lower 
cost benefits of wind generated electricity without being exposed to operating and maintenance 
issues and reliability of supply.

The potential for renewables in schools is under continued review by my Departments En-
ergy Research Programme with continued research and by monitoring improvements in tech-
nology and the market place.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRN04500389. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) [16270/13]
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16/04/2013WRN04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be contained in an individual’s appli-
cation in relation to means, residency, nationality and previous academic attainment, it would 
not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would qualify for a grant.

Documentary evidence is required as proof of a student’s independent address from 1st 
October of the year prior to entry into college.  The documentary evidence normally required 
includes utility bills, such as telephone, gas or electricity bill, evidence of registration with the 
Private Residential Tenancies Board or official documentation received at the address, for ex-
ample, from a Government Department.

In exceptional circumstances, where it is not possible to produce such proofs of residence 
in the relevant period for demonstrable reasons, the awarding authority may, at its discretion, 
agree to accept other documentary evidence that provides an acceptable degree of proof of inde-
pendent living in the relevant period.  For example, while an affidavit, if accompanied by other 
supporting documentation, may be considered as evidence of independent living, an affidavit in 
isolation is not considered acceptable as sole proof of residency.  The awarding authorities are 
obliged to satisfy themselves beyond doubt that an acceptable degree of proof is submitted by 
the grant applicant in establishing eligibility under all aspects of the scheme.  If an individual 
applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, she/he may appeal, in 
the first instance, to their awarding body.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by their awarding 
body, and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, 
an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent 
Student Grant Appeals Board.

Schools Building Projects Applications

16/04/2013WRN04700390. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a new school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16279/13]

16/04/2013WRN04800394. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he and his Depart-
ment will immediately honour a contract to purchase a site for a new school to replace a school 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; if he will take into consideration the health and safety issues 
affecting this school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16353/13]

16/04/2013WRN04900413. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the provision of a new school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16572/13]

16/04/2013WRN05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 390, 394 and 413 together.

The school referred to by the Deputies has an application with my Department for large 
scale capital funding for a replacement school building.  In this regard, a greenfield site has 
been identified by my Department.  The current status of all schools on the school building 
programme may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie. 

The Deputies will be aware that the Five Year Construction Plan, that I announced on 9 
March 2012, outlines the major school projects that will commence construction over the du-
ration of the Plan.  The primary aim at the core of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting 
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demographic demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school place and 
that our school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.  Given the need 
to meet demographic growth, the delivery of new schools, together with extension projects to 
meet future demand, will be the main focus of the Department’s budget for the coming years.  
In this context, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a building project for the school 
in question will be progressed. 

In the meantime, a technical visit was very recently carried out by my Department to ex-
amine the schools current accomodation issues.  My officials will be in direct contact with the 
school authority concerned when the outcome of this visit has been considered.

School Staffing

16/04/2013WRN05100391. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
on the attached correspondence (details supplied) in County Kerry regarding school cuts. 
[16306/13]

16/04/2013WRN05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There will be no change to 
the staffing of the school referred to by the Deputy for the coming school year, 2013/14.  The 
school had 5 teaching posts in the current school year.  It will have 5 teaching posts in the 
2013/14 school year.  The Government has protected frontline services in schools to the great-
est extent possible in the recent budget and there will be no reduction in teacher numbers in 
primary schools for the 2013/14 school year as a result of the budget.  The DEIS scheme for 
disadvantaged schools is also fully protected with no overall changes to staffing levels or fund-
ing as a result of the budget.

All public servants are being asked to do more with less and teachers in our schools, al-
though better sheltered than other sectors, cannot be immune from this requirement.

School Funding

16/04/2013WRN05300392. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to a funding deficit (details supplied) in County Wicklow; if they have 
been contacted by the association in regard to it and a possible 40% reduction in front-line staff; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16314/13]

16/04/2013WRN05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am aware that the Associa-
tion referred to by the Deputy is experiencing difficulties as my officials are in direct contact 
with the school in question and the Health Service Executive.    The front-line staff referred 
to by the Deputy are not funded by my Department.  My Department continues to support the 
school through the ongoing provision of funding for the principal, teaching and special needs 
assistant staff in the school as well as the normal supplementary funding provided to such 
schools.

School Accommodation

16/04/2013WRN05500393. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a new school building (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16343/13]
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16/04/2013WRN05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that officials from my Department have been in ongoing discussions with Co. Wicklow VEC 
regarding a permanent site for the school to which he refers.  Given the sensitivities associ-
ated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time in 
relation to the proposed acquisition of an identified site.  However, as soon as a site has been 
secured, the progression of the development of a permanent school building on the site will be 
considered in the context of the available capital budget for school buildings generally.

  Question No. 394 answered with Question No. 390.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRO00300395. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure that 
a Student Universal Support Ireland grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) is 
processed in view of their serious financial difficulties; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16371/13]

16/04/2013WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, his student grant application was appealed to the Appeals Officer in SUSI and 
the original decision was overturned.

The student’s application was reassessed and a revised award letter issued to the student on 
15th March, 2013.

Schools Amalgamation

16/04/2013WRO00500396. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proposals on 
hand to amalgamate second level schools in Galway City; the time frame for any amalgama-
tions and the schools involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16374/13]

16/04/2013WRO00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of a proposal to amalgamate two Galway City second level 
schools. My Department has sought further information from the Patron and when this is re-
ceived the proposal can be considered further. 

School Equipment

16/04/2013WRO00700397. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of the contrast in price and service between the mandatory Viking contract for stationery 
consumables for schools and existing community based purchasing groups such as that pro-
vided by a company (details supplied) in County Meath [16407/13]

16/04/2013WRO00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is the National Procurement 
Service (NPS), in the Office of Public Works, which has developed centralised arrangements 
for the procurement of goods and services used commonly across the public service nationwide.  
Accordingly, the information requested by the Deputy is not available within my Department.
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My Department understands that Codex Ltd, which holds the current stationery contract, is 
sourcing up to 60% of its products using 136 local agents and manufacturers.  Within the Edu-
cation sector, the mandatory arrangement relating to stationery currently applies to the Higher 
Education and VEC Sectors.

My colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin TD, has 
highlighted the importance of ensuring that the public sector is achieving maximum value for 
money an operational efficiency in its approach to public procurement. The benefits arising 
from these centralised procurement arrangements include: cash savings; administrative savings 
from reduced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency and 
enhanced service levels. 

16/04/2013WRO00850Teacher Fee Refund Scheme

16/04/2013WRO00900398. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
the teacher refund scheme 2011; when a date will be set for refunds of this scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16421/13]

16/04/2013WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The refunds for the Teacher 
Fees Scheme in 2011 were paid last year by the Marino Institute of Education who administer 
the scheme on behalf of my Department.

Marino Institute of Education are now accepting applications for the refund of fees scheme 
for teachers who have successfully undertaken a course in the 2011/12 academic year.   The 
closing date for receipt of applications is later this month.  

  Question No. 399 answered with Question No. 376.

School Accommodation

16/04/2013WRO01200400. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
an application for emergency works in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; if his 
Department has any further permanent plans for the school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16438/13]

16/04/2013WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has applied to my Department for grant aid to replace temporary accommodation. 
The application is currently being assessed and my Department will convey a decision on the 
application to the school authority when the assessment process has been completed. 

Third Level Admissions Entry Requirements

16/04/2013WRO01400401. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills f he will clarify 
a matter regarding third level qualifications (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16453/13]

16/04/2013WRO01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Universities and Institutes of 
Technology are autonomous institutions within the meaning of the Universities Act 1997 and 
the Institutes of Technology Act 2006 and the management of their academic affairs, including 
admissions criteria and grading processes, are matters for the individual institutions concerned.  
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Neither I nor my Department has any function in relation to such matters.  The admissions of-
fices of the various higher education institutions would be able to provide prospective students 
with information in relation to their academic policies and procedures. 

16/04/2013WRO01550FÁS Training Courses

16/04/2013WRO01600402. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on wheth-
er it a good use of money to provide funding to further education institutions, such as FÁS, 
who employ private contractors to carry out training courses in view of the fact that the private 
contractors make huge profits; if he will consider re-investing the funds into further education 
institutions which reinvest the money into their own development; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16459/13]

16/04/2013WRO01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The purpose of privately contracted training is to:

- Provide for additional required capacity above the State mainstream provision; 

- Provide for training where mainstream provision is geographically inaccessible; 

- Arrange provision where the skills set is not available in mainstream provision;  

- To arrange all year round provision (outside of traditional academic starts).

FÁS and other privately contracted training courses are procured under the relevant national 
and EU procurement policies, procedures and guidelines.

The FÁS tendering process, for example, involves a pre-qualification stage which is open to 
Public, Private and Not for Profit providers.  There is a second stage tendering process which 
involves the assessment of actual tenders against a pre-determined marking system.

In order to win contracts the fees element of the tendering process must be competitive for 
all providers (Public, Private and Not for Profit).  Private providers have to include in their ten-
der their business and investment costs, staff, overheads, developing their staff, development 
of curriculum and delivery material, facilities, transport, tutor expenses (T&S).  The FÁS Con-
tracted Training Tender List has providers from all 3 types, (Public, Private and Not for Profit) 
and all 3 types of providers succeed in winning tenders.

I am not aware of any evidence that contracted trainers are making huge profits, because the 
market is regulating the value of the contracts in question.  This regulation also includes public 
providers, who are either competitive in these open competitions or are not.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRO01800403. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the po-
sition regarding an application for resource hours in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16477/13]

16/04/2013WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for 
special educational needs supports. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allo-
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cating such support.   All schools have been advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching 
and SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013 and schools will be notified 
by SENOs of their resource teaching allocation for 2013/14 in advance of the coming school 
year, based on the number of valid applications received.  All schools have the names and con-
tact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss 
their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

Schools Designation

16/04/2013WRO02000404. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the eligibility cri-
teria that apply in respect of a secondary school to be designated a DEIS school in the context 
in which the school is taking in a considerable number of pupils from DEIS designated primary 
schools; if an application for this designation for the secondary school can now be accommo-
dated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16479/13]

16/04/2013WRO02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A key priority for my De-
partment is to continue to prioritise and target resources in schools with the most concentrated 
levels of educational disadvantage. 

The underlying criteria for participation in DEIS is a school’s relative level of disadvantage 
against all other schools therefore those post-primary schools with the highest concentration 
of disadvantage were selected for participation in the DEIS programme. It would not always 
follow that a post-primary school with a number of DEIS schools among its cohort of feeder 
schools would automatically qualify for DEIS because the relative level of disadvantage in the 
school was based on a number of key identifiers and selected by reference to centrally-held data 
from the Post-Primary Pupils and State Examinations Commission databases which included:

- Medical card data for Junior Certificate candidates (including Junior Certificate - School 
Programme candidates);

- Junior Certificate retention rates by school;

- Junior Certificate exam results aggregated to school level (expressed as an OPS - “Overall 
Performance Scale” - score). This was based on each student’s performance in the seven sub-
jects in which s/he performed best aggregated to school level;

- Leaving Certificate retention rates by school.

The process of identifying schools for participation in DEIS was managed by the Educa-
tional Research Centre (ERC) on behalf of the Department and supported by quality assurance 
work co-ordinated through the Department’s regional offices and the Inspectorate.  The iden-
tification process was in line with international best practice and had regard to, and employed, 
the existing and most appropriate data sources available.

Prioritising and maintaining resources for children at risk of educational disadvantage is a 
significant challenge given the current economic climate and the target to reduce public expen-
diture. This limits capacity for any additionality, or inclusion of further schools, in the DEIS 
programme.

Public Procurement Regulations

16/04/2013WRO02200405. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is 
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taking to ensure that small companies involved in the provision of supplies to schools, will be 
able to compete with the large multi-nationals in view of the new procurement methods being 
applied by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16499/13]

16/04/2013WRO02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Given the potential benefits 
that can be realised across the public sector, public procurement is one of the major projects 
of key strategic importance under the Government’s Public Service Reform Plan. The Public 
Service Reform Plan, published in November 2011, provides for the development of a new 
policy framework for procurement. This work is now being led by the newly appointed Chief 
Procurement Officer, Paul Quinn. Under his leadership a new national procurement office for 
the public sector is being established. Paul is currently working with officials across the public 
sector to put in place new sectoral and centralised procurement arrangements.

My colleague Minister Howlin has highlighted the importance of ensuring that the public 
sector is achieving maximum value for money and operational efficiency in its approach to 
public procurement. Centralising the procurement of commonly used goods and services can 
deliver significant benefits which include: cash savings; administrative savings from reduced 
duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency and enhanced ser-
vice levels.

In addition, given the financial constraints within which we must all now work, cost reduc-
tions and savings can go some way to helping Exchequer funded bodies, such as schools, man-
age within reducing financial budgets.

The Deputy may be aware that the National Procurement Service (NPS) is supporting Small 
and Medium Business Enterprises (SMEs) to participate in public sector procurement competi-
tions through its education and guidance strategies.  All of the NPS tender documents explicitly 
seek to encourage the participation of SMEs in competitions, by encouraging them to explore 
the possibilities of forming relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises.

I understand that that Irish SMEs have been successful in winning NPS frameworks and 
about three quarters of existing NPS contracts/frameworks are held by SMEs.  These SMEs 
may, in turn, source many of their services and products from local manufacturers and agents.

However, I do appreciate the concerns being raised by small school supply companies and I 
have asked relevant officials here in the Department, who are coordinating procurement reform 
in the Education and Training sector, to take these concerns into consideration in the context of 
the work being undertaken on procurement reform.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRO02400406. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will investi-
gate a student grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16501/13]

16/04/2013WRO02500432. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will investi-
gate a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16719/13]

16/04/2013WRO02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 406 and 432 together.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in 
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the case of the student referred to by the Deputy, his student grant application was appealed to 
the appeals officer in SUSI.

On that basis, the application is currently being reassessed and the student will be notified 
directly by SUSI of the outcome.

Schools Building Projects Applications

16/04/2013WRO02700407. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding 
will be made available for a gym extension and new classrooms in respect of a school (details 
supplied) in Dublin 15; if so, when such funding will be made available; the length of time 
the expected tendering and construction process normally takes in similar cases; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16502/13]

16/04/2013WRO02800493. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
reversing the decision to remove funding for the construction of classrooms and sports facilities 
at a college (details supplied) in Dublin 15 [17445/13]

16/04/2013WRO02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 407 and 493 together.

The major building project for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage 
of architectural planning.

Due to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to pri-
oritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 
year construction programme.

School building projects, including the project referred to by the Deputy, which have not 
been included in the five year construction programme, but which were previously initiated will 
continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further 
funds being available to the Department in future years. However, in light of current compet-
ing demands on the Department’s capital budget, it is not possible to indicate, at this time, the 
timeframe for the progression of this project to tender and construction stage.

Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRO03000408. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the decision of his Department not to award a pension to a person (details supplied) in County 
Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16505/13]

16/04/2013WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The person referred to by the 
Deputy while employed in a primary school was not a qualified teacher.  The legislation in place 
at that time limited membership of the pension scheme to qualified teachers.  My Department 
administers the pension scheme for primary teachers.  My Department does not administer the 
scheme for VECs.  This is administered by the individual VEC.

Student Grant Scheme Representations
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16/04/2013WRO03200409. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student grant 
application will be processed as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16507/13]

16/04/2013WRO03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 22nd March, 2013.

Student Grant Scheme Representations

16/04/2013WRO03400410. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the payments 
that are due to a person (details supplied); when same will issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16528/13]

16/04/2013WRO03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 31st December, 2012.

All grant payments due to date to the student in question have been paid.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRO03600411. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
a Student Universal Support Ireland grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cavan will be heard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16537/13]

16/04/2013WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student 
in question was considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board on the 9th April 
2013. I understand that the appeal was unsuccessful and that the Appeals Board upheld the 
decision of the appeals officer and the awarding authority.   The student was notified of the 
outcome on 9th April, 2013.  The student grant scheme does not extend to postgraduate courses 
pursued outside of Ireland.   Student Universal Support Ireland operates a complaints procedure 
to facilitate applicants who may wish to lodge a complaint in connection with the manner in 
which they have been dealt with by the awarding authority or any of its support staff.  Tax relief 
at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses 
at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on this tax relief is 
available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRO03800412. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a grant in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16564/13]

16/04/2013WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board received an appeal from the student in question.  The Appeals Board 
aims to issue appeal determinations as promptly as possible and within the specified timeframe 
specified in the Student Support Act, 2011.



Questions - Written Answers

168

The student will be notified directly of the outcome by the Appeals Board.

  Question No. 413 answered with Question No. 390.

Schools Building Projects Status

16/04/2013WRO04100414. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the construction of six new classrooms at a school (details supplied) in County Limerick. 
[16573/13]

16/04/2013WRO04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers applied to my Department for major capital funding for six additional  mainstream 
classrooms and more recently applied to have three of the additional classrooms concerned 
delivered by September 2013.

The application is currently being assessed and my Department will convey a decision on 
the application to the school authority when the assessment process has been completed.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRO04300415. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has further 
considered the submission from Down Syndrome Ireland that they submitted regarding his De-
partment’s review of the General Allocation Model of teaching supports; if he is of the view to 
consider classifying Down Syndrome as a low incidence disability for the the purpose of teach-
ing supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16577/13]

16/04/2013WRO04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs, including children with Down syndrome, can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs.  The policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion 
of students with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or 
where a special school or special class placement may be required to ensure such placements 
are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

I can confirm that the submission from Down Syndrome Ireland was considered as part of 
the review of the General Allocation Model.  The review recommended that research be under-
taken to establish if there is a sound and equitable basis for re-classifying Down Syndrome as 
a low incidence disability.

I can confirm for the Deputy that I have asked the National Council for Special Education to 
provide me with policy advice on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified 
as a low incidence disability in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This ad-
vice will be included in the NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system 
can best support children with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and 
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which is expected in the coming months.

16/04/2013WRO04450Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRO04500416. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost in-
curred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St. Patrick’s 
Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16605/13]

16/04/2013WRO04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): China is a priority market for 
promotion of Irish education, with 5,000 Chinese students registered in Irish higher education 
institutions, and political engagement with the country is a national priority.

I visited Hong Kong, Beijing and Shanghai from 9 to 16 March, accompanied by thirteen 
higher education institutions on an Enterprise Ireland education mission. I also undertook a 
short official programme to the United Arab Emirates.

My programme included talks with the Chinese and UAE Governments, educational pro-
motion and alumni engagement events, the launch of strategic initiatives such as UCD’s Bei-
jing-Dublin International College, the signature of 13 agreements between Irish and Chinese 
education institutions, and a range of Irish community and business promotion events.

The cost to my Department  for this visit is not yet fully available, as not all invoices have 
been received.

The cost to date is €15,240 which represents flight costs (excluding internal flights),  hotel 
costs, travel and subsistence and official gifts. Further costs, which have not yet been paid by 
my Department, will include internal flight costs and hire of multi-person vehicles for transport.

Scéimeanna Teanga

16/04/2013WRP00200417. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an gcail-
leann múinteoirí atá ag múineadh i nGaelscoil agus a bhfuil an liúntas as múineadh trí Ghaeilge 
acu, an liúntas sin má aistríonn siad go Gaelscoil eile; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[16617/13]

16/04/2013WRP00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Thug an Rialtas faomhadh do 
roinnt áirithe beart a bhaineann le liúntais seirbhíse poiblí tar éis don Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí 
agus Athchóirithe athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar fud na seirbhíse poiblí ar fad ar liúntais agus 
íocaíochtaí préimhe.

Mar thoradh ar chinneadh an Rialtais, táthar tar éis an Liúntas do Mhúineadh trí Ghaeilge a 
tharraingt siar i gcás tairbhithe nua ar fud na seirbhíse poiblí le héifeacht ó 1 Feabhra 2012. Íoc-
far an liúntas sin i gcónaí do dhuine ar bith a bhí ag fáil an Liúntais do Mhúineadh trí Ghaeilge 
ar 31 Eanáir 2012, ach amháin sa chás go n-éiríonn an múinteoir as an jabról sin nó go n-aist-
ríonn sé/í ó scoil amháin go scoil eile nó ó fhostaitheoir amháin go fostaitheoir eile ar 1 Feabhra 
2012 nó ina dhiaidh sin.  Áit a ndéantar múinteoir a ath-imlonnú faoin scéim chomhaontaithe 
ath-imlonnaithe, ní mheasfar é seo a bheith ina scor.

Tá tuilleadh eolais maidir leis an toradh ar an athbhreithniú ar liúntais foilsithe i gCiorclán 
0008/2013 atá le fáil ar shuíomh gréasáin mo Roinne www.education.ie.
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Scéimeanna Teanga

16/04/2013WRP00400418. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna ar réitíodh 
plean gnó maidir leis na liúntais as múineadh trí Ghaeilge agus múineadh sa Ghaeltacht lena 
chur chuig an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe; murar réitíodh cén fáth nár réitíodh; 
agus má réitíodh cén uair a cuireadh chuig an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe é; 
cén toradh nó aisfhreagra a fritheadh air; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [16618/13]

16/04/2013WRP00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Cuireadh cás Gnó maidir le 
liúntais a íoctar le múinteoirí, agus an Liúntas um Mhúineadh trí Ghaeilge agus Deontas na 
Gaeltachta san áireamh, faoi bhráid na Roinne Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe mar chuid 
den Athbhreithniú ar Liúntais na hEarnála Poiblí agus Íocaíochtaí Préimhe i 2012.  Foilsíodh an 
cás gnó seo ar shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe.

Scríobh an tAire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe chuig mo Roinn ar an 4 Deireadh 
Fómhair 2012 ag tabhairt le fios go raibh Cinneadh Rialtais déanta na liúntais seo a chur ar ceal 
do thairbhithe nua le feidhm ón 1 Feabhra 2012 agus go raibh athbhreithniú le déanamh ar na 
liúntais do thairbhithe reatha.  Tá cóip den litir seo ar fáil freisin ar shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne 
Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe.

Student Grant Scheme Representations

16/04/2013WRP00600419. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the circumstances of a Student Universal Support Ireland grant in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16619/13]

16/04/2013WRP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has had his application reviewed and a revised award letter issued on 6th December 2012.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the context of Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
having received in excess of 69,000 applications that some errors may inevitably arise when 
handling a high volume of applications within a relatively short timeframe. While every effort 
is made by SUSI to ensure that applicants are processed correctly, SUSI accepts that, following 
its quality assurance procedures, it emerged that this applicant received an incorrect letter and 
it regrets any inconvenience caused.

Maintenance support is not available for students entering postgraduate courses in the aca-
demic year 2012/13. Students entering approved postgraduate courses who meet the qualifying 
conditions for the special rate of grant will be eligible to have their post-graduate tuition fees 
paid up to the maximum fee limit under the Student Grant Scheme.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an 
appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been 
interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by 
the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be 
available on request from SUSI.

Primary School Statistics
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16/04/2013WRP00800420. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
the number of two, three and four teacher schools in County Tipperary; if he will provide a 
guarantee that these schools will be protected and maintained into the future; if his attention has 
been drawn to the vital role played by these schools in rural areas; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16634/13]

16/04/2013WRP00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by 
the Deputy is provided in the National School Annual Census return.  The census for the current 
school year (2012/13) is being finalised at present and results will be published on my Depart-
ment’s website later in the year.  In the meantime, the full list of primary schools in county order 
with their enrolments for the 2011/12 school year can be found on my Department’s website 
the following link: http://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/stats_FULL_SCHOOL_
LIST_2011-2012.xls.

A table follows outlining the numbers of two, three and four teacher schools in Co Tipperary 
in 2011/12.A report on the value for money review of the provision of small primary schools 
is almost finalised. The terms of reference of the Review acknowledge the important role that 
primary schools play in their local communities. 

    Number of 2, 3 and 4 Teacher Schools in Tipperary in 2011/2012

Total Teacher Size Number of Schools
2 30
2.5 1
3 13
3.5 1
4 15
4.5 1

Student Grant Scheme Representations

16/04/2013WRP01000421. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills If he will expedite 
a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16637/13]

16/04/2013WRP01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 10th April 2013, a request for 
further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the requested 
documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome. 

School Transport Eligibility

16/04/2013WRP01200422. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will approve 
a school transport application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath 
[16645/13]

16/04/2013WRP01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs arising from a Diagnosed Disability, children are eligible for transport where 
they:   
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- have special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability in accordance with the 
designation of high and low incidence disability set out in Department of Education and Skill’s 
(DES) Circular 02/05 and

- are attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, special class/special school or a 
unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs.

Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Edu-
cation (NCSE) through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).

My Department has not received an application for school transport on behalf of the child 
referred to by the Deputy in the details supplied.

Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRP01400423. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the legis-
lation governing the Student Union Support Ireland grant discriminates against students whose 
parent for the purposes of assessment of income is in receipt of an allowance as a dependant of 
a cohabiting partner (details supplied)  [16652/13]

16/04/2013WRP01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): To qualify for the special rate 
of grant an applicant must meet the following conditions:

1. Reckonable income must not exceed €22,703.

2. On the 31st December of the relevant period the reckonable income must include an eli-
gible long-term payment prescribed under the scheme.In the case of a dependent candidate, the 
reckonable income taken into account is that of the candidate and of the candidate’s parents or 
legal guardian: Section 2 of the Student Support Act 2011 provides that “parent” includes an 
appointed guardian or an adoptive parent.

The Student Support Act 2011 and the Social Welfare Act 1952 are the legislative basis for 
the provision of differing services and supports.  The Student Support Act 2011 is for the provi-
sion of supports for further and higher education and, therefore, its conditions are specific to 
that purpose.

16/04/2013WRP01550Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRP01600424. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is any fi-
nancial support available, such as maintenance grants, for Irish resident students who undertake 
full-time undergraduate study in the United States of America; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16667/13]

16/04/2013WRP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The scheme of student grants 
extends maintenance grants to full-time undergraduate courses of not less than two years dura-
tion which are pursued in approved courses in approved institutions in another EU Member 
State. Courses pursued in countries outside of the EU are not approved for grants purposes.

Student Grant Scheme Representations

16/04/2013WRP01800425. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
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ing a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16686/13]

16/04/2013WRP01900451. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will investi-
gate a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16938/13]

16/04/2013WRP02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 425 and 451 together.

Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 
15th April 2013, a request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by 
the Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly 
of the outcome.

School Closures

16/04/2013WRP02100426. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the exact crite-
ria which will govern the decisions to leave open or close the many hundreds of rural schools 
throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16690/13]

16/04/2013WRP02200439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
give an assurance to the 600 small schools here that their future is secure despite recommenda-
tions contained in the report on small schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16853/13]

16/04/2013WRP02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 426 and 439 together.

I can assure the Deputies that there is no decision to close small or rural schools. I am aware 
of the concerns of the small rural schools and I am cognisant of the importance of schools to 
rural communities.

Our current configuration of small primary schools is being examined by my Department in 
a value for money review. This review had been commenced by my predecessor in office is part 
of the normal review processes undertaken by Departments on selected areas of expenditure. 
Among the issues the review will take into account are questions such as availability of diver-
sity of provision, ethos of schools, parental choice, language of instruction, travel distances, 
transport costs and the impact of schools on dispersed rural communities. The review is at an 
advanced stage of preparation. I expect to publish it shortly and I look forward to a constructive 
engagement on its findings.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRP02400427. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
information on the status of a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Tipperary; the current status of this payment; the reason for the conflicting informa-
tion being received by the person; if his attention has been drawn to the hardship and distress 
being caused as a result; if he will ensure payment of this application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16699/13]

16/04/2013WRP02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student in 
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question was considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board on the 13th Febru-
ary, 2013. I understand that the awarding authority was requested to seek clarification as to the 
course.  Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland 
that the student referred to by the Deputy has been issued with a decision on 12th April , 2013.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRP02600428. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the Nation-
al Council for Special Education advised him in June 2011 that there were school placements 
available for children attending Achieve who were not in receipt of home tuition. [16704/13]

16/04/2013WRP02700429. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the Na-
tional Council for Special Education or his Department did not identify a school placement for 
a child (details supplied) to attend in October 2011; and the reason this was in the best interests 
of the child. [16705/13]

16/04/2013WRP02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 428 and 429 together.

The Deputy will be aware that Home Tuition Scheme provides for a compensatory edu-
cational service for children who are unable to attend school for a number of reasons such as 
chronic illness, or for whom there are no available placements.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is an independent agency with respon-
sibility for determining the appropriate staffing levels to support pupils with special educational 
needs in mainstream and special schools. The NCSE operates within my Department’s estab-
lished criteria for the allocation of supports to schools and the staffing resources available to my 
Department.  The NCSE also provides support and advice to parents of children with special 
educational needs who are seeking educational placements for their children and clarifies avail-
ability of school placements for the purpose of home tuition applications.

The NCSE identified placements for the children referred to by the Deputy in June 2011.  
Home tuition was approved for the children for a 4 week  period  from the start of the 2011/2012 
school year as the placements  previously identified by NCSE had been taken by other children 
and were no longer available.  One of the special classes for autism approved by NCSE at this 
time did not open until December 2011 as the school needed additional time to recruit the ad-
ditional teaching and SNA staff required.  Home Tuition was further approved for the child to 
which the Deputy has referred until the date that the new class physically opened on the basis 
that he was unable to access placement during this period. This approval was provided notwith-
standing that the child had not been enrolled by then and remains not enrolled in the school de-
spite the identification of the placement.  The NCSE and the National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service (NEPS) remain available to assist the parents of the child in question with school 
placement options in recognised schools should the parents choose to avail of this assistance.

16/04/2013WRP02850Special Educational Needs Staff Remuneration

16/04/2013WRP02900430. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will outline 
the position regarding a redundancy package in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 
6W; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16711/13]

16/04/2013WRP03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A redundancy payment to the 
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person referred to by the Deputy was issued on 3rd January 2013.  This payment was calculated 
in line with the redundancy arrangements for Special Needs Assistants, which were agreed 
at a national level in 2006 and the details of which are outlined in my Department’s circular 
58/2006.

This enhanced redundancy scheme provides for redundancy compensation of twice the stat-
utory terms.  The circular states that the period of service reckonable for redundancy payment 
purposes will only consist of the period of the Special Needs Assistant’s continuous service 
in the school in which he/she was last employed.  The schools referenced by the Deputy are 
separate schools with separate roll numbers and are therefore separate employers.  As a result, 
the redundancy payment to the person referred to by the Deputy was calculated based on the 
person’s service in the school in which she last served.

This redundancy payment is currently the subject of an appeal to the Employment Appeals 
Tribunal.

Residential Institutions Issues

16/04/2013WRP03100431. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he attention 
has been drawn to the concerns of the Munster Survivors Support Services Limited regarding 
the statutory fund established for the survivors of institutional child abuse; if he will take these 
concerns on board; his views on the plans for the fund; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16717/13]

16/04/2013WRP03200452. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has met with 
Munster Survivors Support Services Limited to discuss the particular concerns regarding the 
residential institutions redress scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16959/13]

16/04/2013WRP03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 431 and 452 together.

While I have not met with the Munster Survivors Support Services Limited I am aware of 
their view that the contributions from the congregations should be given directly to the survi-
vors and that the congregations should only deal directly with survivors on the issue of repara-
tion whether offered in cash or via property.  I am aware that other survivors also advocated a 
simple distribution of the available money rather than the establishment of the Statutory Fund.  
However the purpose of the Fund is, as advocated in the original motion passed by Dáil Éire-
ann, intended for the support of victims.  In this regard, eligible former residents will have a 
range of needs, with some likely to require more significant interventions than others.

I have recently established the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) Board pursu-
ant to the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act, 2012.  The Board will oversee the use of 
the cash contributions of up to €110 million pledged by the religious congregations to support 
the needs of some 15,000 survivors of residential institutional child abuse, who have received 
awards from the Residential Institutions Redress Board or equivalent Court awards.  Supports 
across a range of services, including mental health services, health and personal social services 
and housing services, as well as education services will be available.

The Board held its inaugural meeting on 27th March and has commenced work on the ar-
rangements to be put in place for the operation of the Fund.  Further publicity will be under-
taken as the work of the Board progresses and a website with detailed information on the Fund’s 
services will be developed.
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  Question No. 432 answered with Question No. 406.

Schools Designation

16/04/2013WRP03500433. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
the need for a co-educational secondary school to meet the demand for a non-fee paying local 
secondary school in an area (details supplied) of County Dublin, in view of the fact that there 
are currently eight national primary schools in the area, the need for a non-fee paying secondary 
school was identified in the local area plan, which formed part of the Dún Laoghaire County 
Council Development Plan 2004; his plans for this urgent development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16728/13]

16/04/2013WRP03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, in 
June of 2011, I announced that 20 new post primary schools are to be established up to 2017 
across a number of locations to cater for increasing demographics. This announcement included 
a proposal to establish a Gaelcholáiste in the general Ballinteer/Stepaside area of South Dublin 
which will commence in September 2014. An English medium post primary school will com-
mence operation post September 2015.  My Department will continue to monitor enrolments in 
all areas, including the area referred to by the Deputy, to ensure that there is sufficient school 
accommodation to meet any projected future demand.

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRP03700434. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied that 
he is meeting the special needs requirements in primary and post primary schools in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16746/13]

16/04/2013WRP03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that this Government is committed to the protection of frontline services for pupils with special 
educational needs.

The Programme for Government sets out that education will be a priority for this Govern-
ment and that we will endeavour to protect and enhance the educational experience of children, 
young people and students.

The continued commitment of this Government to special education provision, at a time 
when savings are being required across a range of expenditure areas has ensured that children 
with special educational needs can continue to have access to educational facilities in line with 
their requirements.

Approximately 15% of the entire budget of my Department – some €1.3 billion – was 
spent in support of children with Special Educational Needs in 2011/12.  The provision for the 
2012/13 school year is in line with expenditure last year and shows that despite the current eco-
nomic difficulties, the overall level of funding for special education has been retained.

In line with this Government’s commitment to protect frontline services for pupils with 
special educational needs:

- 10,575 whole time equivalent (wte) Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts are being pro-
vided for primary, post-primary and special schools for the current school year in order to sup-
port the care needs of pupils with disabilities.
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- Approximately 9,950 learning support/resource teacher posts, including those provided 
under the General Allocation Model, are also being provided in primary & post primary schools 
in order to provide additional teaching support to pupils with special educational needs.

- Over 1,100 teachers are also being provided for in special schools providing teaching to 
pupils with various disabilities at much reduced pupil: teacher ratios, for example the autism 
PTR is 6:1 and the moderate general learning disability PTR is 8:1.

- Enhanced levels of school capitation are payable to most special schools and special class-
es and special School Transport arrangements for pupils with disabilities are provided at a cost 
of over €60m per year.

- Approximately €1.3m is also provided annually to schools for assistive technology sup-
port.

- Early educational intervention is provided for children with autism from 2½ years of age. 
There are now 76 early intervention classes for children with autism attached to mainstream 
schools that are funded by the Department.  Funding is also provided through the home tuition 
programme for children with autism who are unable to access placement in an early interven-
tion class.

- An extended school year is also currently available for pupils who have either a severe/
profound general learning disability or who have autism.

The level of investment being provided will ensure that provision can continue to be made 
to provide for the educational requirements of children with special educational needs in main-
stream primary and post primary schools and special schools this year, including such schools 
in Co. Kerry.

My Department has also requested the National Council for Special Education to provide 
policy advice to the Department, in accordance with its role under the Education for Persons 
with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, on the appropriate nature and configuration of 
educational supports which should be provided to schools to support children with special edu-
cational needs.

In preparing its advice the NCSE has consulted widely with representative bodies and edu-
cation partners. The advice from the NCSE is expected in the coming months.

It is intended that the significant resources to support children with Special Educational 
Needs are deployed to ensure the best possible outcomes for students. The advice will be a key 
input into achieving this goal.

Student Grant Scheme Administration

16/04/2013WRP03900435. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he has 
taken to improve the processing system for student grant applications; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16750/13]

16/04/2013WRP04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An external review of Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland’s business processes is currently being undertaken to inform 
improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year. The review is at an advanced stage 
and is currently being finalised by Accenture the company carrying out the review.

In advance of the review SUSI is currently undertaking various measures to improve the 
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processing system for 2013/14.  In order to reduce the volume of documents required to be sup-
plied by applicants SUSI is currently liaising with other public service organisations such as 
Revenue and the CAO with a view to putting arrangements in place to facilitate block transfer 
of data directly from organisation to organisation in compliance with data protection require-
ments.  Also next year it is proposed that applicants will be able to track the progress of their 
application online. 

Bullying in Schools

16/04/2013WRP04100436. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the initiatives he 
has introduced to tackle cyber bullying in all schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16751/13]

16/04/2013WRP04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is probably 
aware, on 29th of January last, Minister Fitzgerald and I published the Action Plan on Bullying 
which sets out twelve actions to help prevent and tackle bullying in primary and second level 
schools. I have ring-fenced €500,000 to support implementation of these actions this year.

As part of the Action Plan, new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and second level 
schools are currently in development in consultation with the education partners. These new 
procedures will include a specific reference to cyber bullying. These will be issued to all schools 
at the beginning of the next school year.

Since the Action Plan was launched, the Department of Education and Skills has also sup-
ported an awareness raising initiative specifically targeted at young people on the topic of cyber 
bullying.  This campaign was launched as part of Safer Internet Day in February.

Central to promoting safer use of the Internet by young people is a strong commitment to 
changing behaviour and raising the knowledge, skills and attitudes around preventing, respond-
ing to and reporting cyber bullying incidents. Implementation of the Action Plan on Bullying 
will increase capacity in these areas and build on my Department’s current strategy to ensure 
that internet safety is mainstreamed throughout the school’s teaching, learning and other prac-
tices. Resources are available on www.webwise.ie and include guidelines on developing Ac-
ceptable Use Policies.

School Patronage

16/04/2013WRP04300437. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of a proposed new school (details supplied) in County Dublin; the type of school; the 
size; the catchment area; the time scale for its construction; and when it expects to start enrol-
ment. [16769/13]

16/04/2013WRP04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, in 
June of 2011, I announced that 20 new primary schools are to be established up to 2017 across 
a number of locations to cater for increasing demographics. This announcement included a 
proposal to establish a new primary school in Lucan. The new school will commence operation 
in September 2013 under the patronage of County Dublin  VEC to be located in interim start-
up accommodation. My Department is currently working with the Local Authority to source a 
suitable site for the long term needs of the new school. The enrolment policy for the new school 
has been developed by the school’s management authorities.
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Vocational Education Committees Staff

16/04/2013WRP04500438. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment has reviewed the impact statement prepared by Ballyfermot College for Further Education 
assessing the impact of the new 19:1 student teacher ratio, which is resulting in the redeploy-
ment of 18 teaching posts and loss of 10 teaching posts equating to a 20% loss in teaching 
capacity to the serious detriment of the College’s ongoing capacity to deliver high-quality spe-
cialist courses, noting that many of these courses have a proven track record in supporting the 
employability of BCFE students and which have supported and sustained many domestic small 
and medium enterprises, including a number of internally-renowned firms in the areas of ani-
mation and associated creative and digital fields. [16772/13]

16/04/2013WRP04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Ballyfermot College of Further Education is operated as an approved Post Leaving Certificate 
(PLC) centre by City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee (CDVEC). Resources are 
allocated by my Department under the PLC programme to CDVEC and further distribution 
of these resources to colleges under its remit, including Ballyfermot College, is a matter for 
CDVEC.

As you are aware all VECs will have until next September to plan for the reduced allocation 
across their schools/colleges so that they can continue to deliver programmes which closely 
meet the needs of both students and employers.  My Department has received an impact state-
ment from CDVEC on the effect of the regression in the PLC pupil teacher ratio on each of 
its PLC centres including Ballyfermot College.  This is currently being considered along with 
impact statements from a number of other VECs.

  Question No. 439 answered with Question No. 426.

16/04/2013WRQ00150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRQ00200440. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
autism classes that have been opened in schools here since March 2011; the names of these 
schools and their location; the total number of such classes now in operation; the funding pro-
vided by his Department in 2011, 2012 and 2013 for such classes; his plans for further classes 
for the next school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16865/13]

16/04/2013WRQ00300443. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy position 
on the provision of Applied Behaviour Analysis as a method of education for children on the 
Autistic Spectrum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16870/13]

16/04/2013WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 440 and 443 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the establishment of a network of autism-specific special 
classes in schools across the country to cater for children with autism has been a key educa-
tional priority in recent years. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local special 
educational needs organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary 
and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including the establishment of 
special classes for children with autism in various geographical areas as required. The NCSE 
operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.
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There are now in excess of 540 classes for autism in schools nationwide and I have re-
quested the NCSE to provide the Deputy with the detailed breakdown he requires.  My Depart-
ment strives to ensure that a continuum of special education provision is available as required 
for children with special educational needs. In line with this approach the policy is to promote 
a child-centred approach to education of all children with special educational needs including 
those with autism. As each child with autism is unique they should have access to a range of 
different approaches to meet their individual needs.

With regard to Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) the position is that there is no definitive 
or universally accepted research which supports the use of one intervention exclusively for 
all children with autism. However, research does support the use of any of a range of autism-
specific interventions depending on the individual needs of the child. 

My Department’s policy is based on the advice of international experts on autism; NEPS; 
the Inspectorate; an analysis of research, including the study referred to by the Deputy and the 
report of the Irish Task Force on Autism. The preferred approach ensures that each child can 
draw from a number of different approaches to ensure the optimum individualised educational 
programme for him/her. 

The use of behavioural interventions, including ABA, is supported by my Department by 
providing training for teachers in their use. However, it is not accepted that ABA should be the 
only intervention used.

16/04/2013WRQ00450Schools Building Projects Status

16/04/2013WRQ00500441. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school building project (details supplied) in County Wicklow; when the building will 
commence; the current stage of the process; the temporary accommodation that is being pro-
vided in the interim; the capacity of the school; the capacity of the school after extension; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16868/13]

16/04/2013WRQ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project referred to by the 
Deputy is currently at an early stage of architectural planning. A design team has recently been 
appointed to commence the architectural planning process.  The school currently caters for a 
Principal plus 16 Mainstream classroom teachers and when complete will accommodate Prin-
cipal plus 24 Mainstream classrooms.  This project was included in the 5 year construction pro-
gramme announced in March 2012 and is scheduled to commence construction in 2015/2016.  
My Department is currently processing an application from the school for temporary accom-
modation and will be in contact with the school authority shortly.

16/04/2013WRQ00650Schools Building Projects Status

16/04/2013WRQ00700442. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a school extension (details supplied) in County Wicklow; when the extension is scheduled 
to be constructed; the stage the process is currently at between the school and his Department; 
the capacity of the school currently and the capacity of the school after the extension; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16869/13]

16/04/2013WRQ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): A building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is contained on the 5 Year Construction Plan that I announced 
in March 2012. The proposed extension project is scheduled to commence construction in 
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2014/2015.  The current position is that the Schedule of Accommodation for the project has 
been finalised and this was furnished to the school authority on the 12th April last. The next 
step in the architectural planning process involves the appointment of a Design Team and the 
Department will be in further contact with the school regarding this element in due course.  
The school has a current enrolment of 532 students and will have capacity for 750 students 
when the extension is completed.  The current status of all projects on the school construction 
programme, may be viewed on my Department’s website at www.education.ie and this will be 
updated regularly throughout the year.

  Question No. 443 answered with Question No. 440.

16/04/2013WRQ00950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRQ01000444. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the current status of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs 
Act; the provisions in this Act that have been implemented; the date of their enactment; the 
provisions in the Act that have yet to be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16871/13]

16/04/2013WRQ01050467. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will publish, 
in tabular form, a list of all provisions of the Education for Persons with Special Educational 
Needs Act 2004; the current status of these provisions in terms of whether they have been 
implemented, part implemented or not implemented; the projected cost of implementing each 
of the provisions which have not been implemented to date; if he will outline a time frame for 
the implementation of all sections of this legislation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17182/13]

16/04/2013WRQ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 444 and 467 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that a significant number of sections of the Education for Per-
sons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act have been commenced, principally those 
establishing the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) and those promoting an in-
clusive approach to the education of children with special educational needs. Specifically, the 
following sections have been commenced - 1, 2, 14(1)(a), 14(1)(c), 14(2) to 14(4), 19 to 37, 40 
to 53. The remaining sections of the Act have yet to be commenced. 

In light of the very difficult economic situation and the significant costs involved, the previ-
ous Government deferred the full implementation of EPSEN.  The National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE) had suggested that additional investment over a period of years of up to 
€235m per annum, across the education and health sectors, would be required to fully imple-
ment the EPSEN Act. My Department’s view is that the level of investment required would now 
be greater than that envisaged in the NCSE report. 

Given the costs involved and current fiscal constraints, addressing this issue will be very 
challenging. I will be considering how we can develop a plan to implement the objectives of 
the EPSEN Act so as to deliver improved educational outcomes for students with special needs. 

The NCSE has been asked to provide comprehensive policy advice on how the education 
system can best support children with special educational needs. This advice will guide the 
preparation of a plan on how aspects of EPSEN can be implemented, including the prioritising 
of access to children with special needs to an individual education plan. 
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16/04/2013WRQ01150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRQ01200445. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
to receive policy advice from the National Council for Special Education on special education 
here; the terms of reference or basis on which this review is being carried out; if the review will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16872/13]

16/04/2013WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a formal role under the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act, 2004 to advise me as Minister in re-
lation to any matter relating to the education of children and others with disabilities.  The NCSE 
has been asked to provide comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best 
support children with special educational needs. I can advise that this advice will consider:

- the identification and assessment of children with special needs

- the nature of supports provided for children

- the way in which supports are allocated to schools and 

- how these supports are configured. 

The NCSE has advised my Department that representative groups including parent repre-
sentatives have been consulted as part of the development of this policy advice. These represen-
tative groups also participate on the NCSE Consultative Forum, which meets regularly to con-
sider policy matters relating to the provision of services for children with special educational 
needs.  The advice from the NCSE is expected in the coming weeks.  It is my intention that the 
significant resources to support children with Special Educational Needs are deployed to ensure 
the best possible outcomes for students.  The advice will be a key input into achieving this goal.

16/04/2013WRQ01350School Patronage

16/04/2013WRQ01400446. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the op-
tions available to parents who wish their children to commence Catholic primary school in 
Ashbourne, County Meath in the years September 2013, 2014 or 2015 in view of the lack of 
availability of places at this time; the measures he will take to address this situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16882/13]

16/04/2013WRQ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Prior to September 2011, 
there were three primary schools in the Ashbourne area, all of which were under Catholic pa-
tronage. During 2010 and 2011, the Department had been examining the question of increasing 
the number of primary school places in the area to cater for the expected increase in enrolments. 
The patron indicated that, following local consultation in the area, the consensus was that the 
parish should not be involved in further primary school provision in the area.

My Department subsequently put in place an application and patron selection process for 
the establishment of new schools to cater for increasing demographics in Ashbourne.  Appli-
cations for patronage of proposed new schools were received from An Foras Patrúnachta and 
from Educate Together, both of whom are well established national patron bodies. Both patron 
bodies proposed to establish multi-denominational schools. Given that all existing schools in 
Ashbourne were Catholic in ethos, the provision of multi-denominational schools would in-
crease diversity and parental choice in the area. Following consideration of these applications, 
approval was given for the commencement of a new Gaelscoil, which opened in September 
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2011, and a new Educate Together School, which opened in September 2012.

Notwithstanding this and following recent engagement between my Department and the 
local primary schools, my Department has approved the expansion of St. Declan’s National 
School to a fully vertical 3-stream school from September 2013. In addition, approval has been 
conveyed to Gaelscoil na Mí and Ashbourne Educate Together National School to accept an 
intake of two Junior Infant Classes each from September next.

With the commencement of the two new primary schools in the area, together with the 
proposed school expansions from September 2013, there will be capacity for up to ten junior 
infant classes across the five schools from September 2013.  Six of these junior infant classes 
will be provided in schools with a Catholic ethos and four will be provided in schools with a 
multi-denominational ethos. This additional capacity at junior infant level should be more than 
sufficient to meet the projected demand for school places in the area.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools 
in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking places. This may result, however, in 
some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

16/04/2013WRQ01550Special Educational Needs Staffing

16/04/2013WRQ01600447. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school (details supplied) in Dublin 9; if he intends to increase the number of special 
needs assistants to the school and bring the complement back to that which existed in 2012; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16888/13]

16/04/2013WRQ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from primary and post primary schools for 
special educational needs supports. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in al-
locating such support. 

The NCSE allocates a level of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the 
assessed care needs of all of the qualifying children enrolled in the school.  A school’s allocation 
of SNA support may alter from year to year as pupils enrol or leave a school or where a child’s 
care needs have diminished over time. If a school is notified of a change in SNA support this 
is either because the number of qualifying children has changed or the assessed needs of the 
qualifying children have changed. The NCSE may only allocate SNAs to schools where valid 
applications meet the qualifying criteria.  All schools have been advised to apply to the NCSE 
for SNA support for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013 and schools will be notified 
by SENOs of their SNA allocation in advance of the 2013/14 school year, based on the number 
of valid applications received. 

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO.  Parents may also 
contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the 
contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

16/04/2013WRQ01750School Enrolments

16/04/2013WRQ01800448. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline on a county basis the number of schools with less than 80 pupils currently in operation. 
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[16908/13]

16/04/2013WRQ01900449. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
outline on a county basis the number of schools with fewer than three teachers currently in 
operation. [16909/13]

16/04/2013WRQ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 448 and 449 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is provided in the National School Annual Cen-
sus return.  The census for the current school year (2012/13) is being finalised at present and 
results will be published on my Department’s website later in the year.  At that point the defini-
tive answers to the Deputy’s questions will be provided as they are dependent on the finalised 
enrolment data.

In the meantime, the full list of primary schools in county order with their enrolments for 
the 2011/12 school year can be found on my Department’s website the following link: http://
www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/stats_FULL_SCHOOL_LIST_2011-2012.xls. 
The number of primary schools with fewer than 3 teachers in 2011/12 classified by county is 
as follows.

County Schools
Carlow 5
Cavan 10
Clare 28
Cork City
Cork County 34
Donegal 46
Dublin South County 1
Dublin City 3
Dublin Fingal 1
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown
Galway City
Galway County 43
Kerry 29
Kildare 4
Kilkenny 8
Laois 10
Leitrim 13
Limerick City
Limerick County 10
Longford 8
Louth 1
Mayo 44
Meath 7
Monaghan 13
Offaly 5
Roscommon 34
Sligo 14
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County Schools
Tipperary 31
Waterford City 8
Waterford County
Westmeath 8
Wexford 6
Wicklow 5
TOTAL 429

16/04/2013WRQ02050Departmental Funding

16/04/2013WRQ02100450. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 92 and 93 of 29 November 2012, if the information sought is now 
available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16911/13]

16/04/2013WRQ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The detailed data sought by 
the Deputy has taken my officials some time to compile. However, the information is being 
finalised at present and I can confirm that it will be issued directly to the Deputy within the 
coming days.

  Question No. 451 answered with Question No. 425.

  Question No. 452 answered with Question No. 431.

16/04/2013WRQ02450Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

16/04/2013WRQ02500453. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to address the specific concerns of the various support groups regarding the residential 
institutions redress scheme; the funding that is available to such groups; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16960/13]

16/04/2013WRQ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have recently established 
the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund (RISF) Board pursuant to the Residential Institu-
tions Statutory Fund Act, 2012. The Board will oversee the use of the cash contributions of up 
to €110 million pledged by the religious congregations to support the needs of some 15,000 
survivors of residential institutional child abuse, who have received awards from the Residen-
tial Institutions Redress Board or equivalent Court awards. Supports across a range of services, 
including mental health services, health and personal social services, education services and 
housing services will be available.  

The legislation followed a comprehensive consultation process and I am aware that there are 
divergent views among survivors of abuse on the Fund, with some advocating a simple distribu-
tion of the available money.  However the purpose of the Fund is, as advocated in the original 
motion passed by Dáil Éireann, intended for the support of victims.

The Board held its inaugural meeting on 27th March and has commenced work on the ar-
rangements to be put in place for the operation of the Fund. Further publicity will be undertaken 
as the work of the Board progresses and a website with detailed information on the Fund’s ser-
vices will be developed.  My Department has provided funding to a number of Survivor Groups 
and to Outreach Services in the UK to provide an information and referral service for survivors 
in the context of the range of measures introduced in response to residential institutional abuse.  
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As the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund is responsible for advising former residents on its 
services, my Department’s funding for Survivor Groups and the Outreach Services will cease 
when the RISF becomes operational.

16/04/2013WRQ02650FÁS Training Programmes

16/04/2013WRQ02700454. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will open up 
retraining facilities provided by his Department to persons who are unemployed but not eligible 
for jobseeker’s allowance due to their partner or spouse earning a low to middle income salary; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16969/13]

16/04/2013WRQ02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Eligibility to participate on Springboard courses is already open to unemployed people 
in receipt of certain Social Protection Allowances or if they are signing for social insurance 
contribution credits or were previously self-employed.

The Department of Social Protection determine an individual’s eligibility to participate in 
other training programmes targeted specifically at the unemployed, such as MOMENTUM and 
the Skillnets Job Seekers Support Programme (JSSP), both of which are funded by my Depart-
ment.  Similarly, the Department of Social Protection also determine the eligibility of unem-
ployed individuals to participate on FAS training programmes.

16/04/2013WRQ02850Institutes of Technology Expenditure

16/04/2013WRQ02900455. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to public funds 
of legal fees and consultancy fees and all other related costs in relation to injunctions, judicial 
reviews and legal actions involving senior management at the Dublin Institute of Technology 
in each year since 1 January 2003; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16973/13]

16/04/2013WRQ03000456. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to public 
funds of legal fees and other costs relating to inquiries in relation to staff matters, internal and 
external, initiated, conducted or authorised by the Dublin Institute of Technology senior man-
agement and all other related costs arising in such cases in each year since 1 January 2003; if 
he will detail the individual costs of each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16974/13]

16/04/2013WRQ03100457. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total expenditure 
of the Dublin Institute of Technology on legal costs in each year since 1 January 2003; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16975/13]

16/04/2013WRQ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 455 to 457, inclusive, together.

My Department allocates recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for 
direct disbursement to the HEA institutions. The HEA allocates this grant to institutions for 
free fees and core grant funding and other specific earmarked initiatives   As the Deputy will be 
aware, higher education institutions such as DIT are autonomous institutions and my Depart-
ment does not have any function in their day to day operational affairs, including issues of a 
legal nature, for which the Governing Bodies and the management staff of the institutions are 
responsible.

The HEA has obtained the attached information from the institution concerned which shows 
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legal expenses from 2003 to 2012.   I should point out that as institutions also generate income 
from other sources outside of the Exchequer such legal expenses cannot be attributed in whole 
to the Exchequer.   The split between Exchequer and own income is circa. 80% and 20% re-
spectively.

In addition to the expenditure reported by DIT my  Department incurred costs amounting to 
€82,710.50 in respect of a statutory enquiry on behalf of the Minister, carried out during 2006 
and 2007 into alleged misconduct of a member of staff of DIT. The breakdown of this expendi-
ture by year is €28,876.73 in 2006, €52155.90 in 2007 and €1686.87 in 2008.

Dublin Institute of Technology – legal fee costs 2003 to 2012

External Legal Fees

- Human Resources Other Issues Total
2003 90,113.79 77,184.80 €167,299
2004 112,422.06 250,407.10 €362,829
2005 189,842.11 192,066.33 €381,908
2006 146,072.12 91,532.02 €237,604
2007 271,346.93 174,100.80 €445,448
2008 38,685.54 706,204.31 €744,890
2009 234,134.01 416,240.62 €650,375
2010 88,477.11 293,946.03 €382,423
2011 131,309.74 208,443.36 €339,753
2012 133,617.36 257,127.62 €390,745

16/04/2013WRQ03250Third Level Courses Availability

16/04/2013WRQ03300458. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mea-
sures he is taking to prevent the duplication of third-level courses in institutes of technology 
across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17004/13]

16/04/2013WRQ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Ensuring streamlined and 
diverse provision of higher education is a key priority of the higher education reform agenda.  
The Higher Education Authority will shortly advise me on a future outline configuration for 
the system which will incorporate consolidation within the institute of technology sector and 
greater collaboration between all higher education institutions on a regional basis.  One of the 
main objectives of the reconfiguration will be to improve quality outcomes for students and 
other stakeholders and to realise efficiencies and reduce duplication in higher education provi-
sion.  In implementing the regional clusters, the HEA will engage with all higher education 
institutions in a strategic dialogue in a systematic way to ensure that there are clear pathways 
and higher education opportunities available to students on a regional basis, while avoiding un-
necessary duplication.

16/04/2013WRQ03450Schools Refurbishment

16/04/2013WRQ03500459. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion regarding an application for an extension and refurbishment works to a school ( details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17010/13]
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16/04/2013WRQ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is currently awaiting the appointment of a Design Team and 
the commencement of architectural planning.  Due to competing demands on the Department’s 
capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise the limited funding available for the provision 
of additional school accommodation to meet increasing demographic requirements it was not 
possible to include this project in the 5 year construction programme announced in 2012.

School building projects currently in or commencing architectural planning but not included 
in the current five year construction programme, including the project referred to by the Deputy, 
will continue to be progressed to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of fur-
ther funds being available to the Department in the future.

However, in light of current competing demands on the Department’s capital budget, it is 
not possible to indicate, at this time, the timeframe for the progression of this project to tender 
and construction stage.

16/04/2013WRQ03650Site Acquisitions

16/04/2013WRQ03700460. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a site 
has been chosen for a proposed Gaelscoil (details supplied) in County Wicklow; the criteria 
that has been applied for the selection process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17046/13]

16/04/2013WRQ03800492. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has giv-
en consideration to circumstances (details supplied) regarding a school in County Wicklow. 
[17661/13]

16/04/2013WRQ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 460 and 492 together.

The Deputies will be aware that I signed a Memorandum of Understanding between my De-
partment and the County and City Managers’ Association (CCMA) last year.  This Memoran-
dum of Understanding fosters increased levels of cooperation and formalises the local authori-
ties’ part in identifying and securing sites for educational use.  In this context, my Department 
wrote to Wicklow County Council seeking their assistance in identifying land suitable for the 
delivery of school accommodation in the area referred to by the Deputies.  

Following an assessment and consideration of options identified for the location of perma-
nent school buildings, which took account of a range of relevant factors, including those set out 
in Technical Guidance documents published by my Department, the local authority, on behalf 
of my Department has engaged with a landowner in relation to the possibility of acquiring a 
suitable site.  

Given the sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to 
comment further at this time.

16/04/2013WRR00150Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRR00200461. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing a student grant application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17070/13]
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16/04/2013WRR00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 19th March 2013, a request for 
further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the requested 
documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

16/04/2013WRR00350Land Acquisition

16/04/2013WRR00400462. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of hect-
ares purchased in Munster by his Department between 2008 and 2011; the amount paid by his 
Department and vocational education committees for land purchase; and the amount paid to 
external consultants, auctioneers and valuers and in extraordinary/other and legal costs in rela-
tion to these purchases. [17112/13]

16/04/2013WRR00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought by 
the Deputy is not readily available in the format requested by him. However, I will forward on 
the information sought to the Deputy at an early date.

16/04/2013WRR00550Public Procurement Regulations

16/04/2013WRR00600463. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy in 
relation to the procurement of school supplies; if procurement has been centralised; if he will 
acknowledge the potentially adverse impact on local stationery supplies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17113/13]

16/04/2013WRR00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Public Service Reform 
Plan, published in November 2011, recognises the key strategic importance of public procure-
ment and provides for the development of a new policy framework for procurement.  This work 
is now being led by the newly appointed Chief Procurement Officer, Paul Quinn.  Under his 
leadership, a new national procurement office for the public sector is being established.  Paul 
Quinn is currently working with officials across the public sector, including those in my Depart-
ment, to put in place new sectoral and centralised procurement arrangements.  

My colleague Minister Howlin has highlighted the importance of ensuring that the public 
sector is achieving maximum value for money and operational efficiency in its approach to pub-
lic procurement.  It has been estimated that €9 billion is spent by public bodies annually on the 
procurement of supplies and services. Centralising the procurement of commonly used goods 
and services can deliver significant benefits which include: cash savings; administrative savings 
from reduced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved consistency and 
enhanced service levels. 

The National Procurement Office (NPS) is already supporting Small and Medium Business 
Enterprises (SMEs) to participate in public sector procurement competitions through its edu-
cation and guidance strategies.  All of the NPS tender documents explicitly seek to encourage 
the participation of SMEs in competitions, by encouraging them to explore the possibilities of 
forming relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises.

I understand that Irish SMEs have been successful in winning NPS frameworks and about 
three quarters of existing NPS contracts/frameworks are held by SMEs.  These SMEs may, in 
turn, source many of their services and products from local manufacturers and agents.  How-
ever, I do appreciate the concerns being raised by local school supply companies and I have 
asked relevant officials here in the Department, who are coordinating procurement reform in 
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the Education and Training sector, to take these concerns into consideration in the context of the 
work being undertaken on procurement reform.

16/04/2013WRR00750Chaplaincy Services

16/04/2013WRR00800464. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
the provision of chaplaincy services by his Department; the amount of money spent on these 
services; the denominations involved; if humanist chaplains are provided by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17131/13]

16/04/2013WRR00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department allocates 
chaplain posts to Community and Comprehensive Schools and designated Community Col-
leges. There are currently 152 whole time equivalent chaplain posts allocated to these schools. 
The annual cost is approximately €9m. The appointment of catholic or Protestant chaplains to 
these schools flow from the original agreements concluded when the schools concerned were 
established. The chaplains are not necessarily teachers of religion and perform pastoral and 
counselling roles. Under current arrangements they can teach a minimum number of hours and 
subject to their individual qualifications this may be for subjects other than religion.

16/04/2013WRR00950Student Grant Scheme Delays

16/04/2013WRR01000465. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 144 of 27 March 2013, if he will provide the number of third level 
student grant applicants who have waited more than three months, six months, nine months and 
12 months for their claims to be processed. [17159/13]

16/04/2013WRR01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that the average waiting time for the processing of grant applications is dependent on a number 
of variables including the volume of applications received, staffing resources, whether or not 
completed application forms have been received and how quickly complete further documenta-
tion requested is returned. The existing SUSI management reporting systems does not provide 
an age analysis in the format sought by the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRR01150School Transport Provision

16/04/2013WRR01200466. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
who has the legal responsibility to provide school transport in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; the procedures and protocols in place regarding the removal of trans-
port services to children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17166/13]

16/04/2013WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The policy parameters of the School Transport Scheme are set by the Department and 
the scheme is administered by Bus Éireann in accordance with that policy.   The purpose of 
the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs is, having regard 
to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children with special 
educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability.  The safety of schoolchildren carried 
on services provided under the School Transport Scheme is of paramount importance to both 
my Department and Bus Éireann. In circumstances where the behaviour of a child on board a 
school transport service has the potential to undermine the safety of the child themselves and/
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or the safety of other children being carried, the safe operation of the service itself, or the safety 
of other road users, Bus Éireann has a responsibility to take immediate steps to restore a safe 
environment on board that service.

The withdrawal of school transport facilities is a reluctantly taken final option exercised 
when all other options have been tried without success.  In this particular case Bus Éireann tried 
a number of different methods to provide suitable transport for the pupil in question including 
the changing of vehicles, the provision of an exclusive service and the assistance of escorts. Re-
grettably these proved unsuccessful.  Where a service is withdrawn, a Special Transport Grant 
is offered to parents towards the cost of private transport arrangements. 

  Question No. 467 answered with Question No. 444.

16/04/2013WRR01450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRR01500468. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has discussed 
the issue of special needs education policy with his counterparts at an EU level in terms of 
Council of Minister meetings or informal meetings; if so, if he will provide an overview of 
such discussions and any conclusions arrived at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17183/13]

16/04/2013WRR01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that interaction with our European counterparts in relation to the development of policy for 
pupils with special educational needs is ongoing. For example, my Department subscribed in 
1994 to the Salamanca Statement endorsing the principle of all children’s fundamental right 
to education, acknowledging that education systems should be designed to accommodate each 
child’s unique characteristics, interests, abilities and learning needs. These principles were fur-
ther endorsed by the Council of Europe’s Political Declaration in 2003 and its Action Plan in 
2006, and more recently in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities.  Ireland’s participation in these organisations has contributed to the putting in place 
of structural and legislative frameworks to govern the provision of education for children with 
special educational needs, the development of an inclusive education system which is designed 
to meet their needs, and enhanced levels of provision for children with special educational 
needs at the various stages of the education system.

Ireland continues to engage in dialogue with national governments through its involvement 
in international organisations such as the European Community and the United Nations. I can 
confirm that my Department will continue to take account of international developments in 
special education and to liaise with our partners in the EU in the development policy in respect 
of provision for pupils with special educational needs.

16/04/2013WRR01650Disability Support Services Issues

16/04/2013WRR01700469. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
details of all reports and strategies which have been developed by his Department or agencies 
under his Department’s remit in relation to disability services and any specific disabilities or 
special needs or special educational needs from 1997 to date; the name of the report or strategy, 
date of publication and action taken arising from the publication of the report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17186/13]

16/04/2013WRR01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
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by the Deputy is extensive and, as such, it is not possible to provide the material sought in the 
timeframe available for reply.   I will arrange for my officials to contact the Deputy’s office in 
relation to the information sought.

16/04/2013WRR01850School Staffing

16/04/2013WRR01900470. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) in County Kerry did not receive an additional teacher for 2013/14 as a 
developing school with growing numbers; if the matter will be reviewed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17187/13]

16/04/2013WRR02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts to schools for the coming school year 2013/14 is set out in Circular 
0013/2013, which is available on the Department website.  These arrangements include the 
provision whereby schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional 
permanent mainstream posts on developing grounds, using projected enrolment.  Under the 
terms of Circular 0013/2013, Section 3, where a school is expanding the number of intake 
classes which would generate a new stream of pupils, the school must have received prior ap-
proval for such expansion from both the school patron and from the Planning and Building Unit 
of my Department.  The Forward Planning Section of my Department carried out an analysis on 
the catchment area in which the school referred to by the Deputy is included and concluded that 
there are sufficient primary school places in the catchment area to meet demand.  As a result the 
school has been advised by the Planning and Building Unit that the staffing of the school should 
remain at Principal + 8 mainstream teachers and 2 special classes (ASD).  The application for a 
post on developing grounds was refused on this basis.

16/04/2013WRR02050Schools Building Projects Applications

16/04/2013WRR02100471. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school (de-
tails supplied) in County Limerick will be placed on a school building list; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17200/13]

16/04/2013WRR02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning. The design 
team is currently working on the completion of the Stage 2(b) submission.  When that submis-
sion is received and reviewed my Department will then contact the Board of Management of 
the school as to the potential, at that time, for further progress of the project.  In view of the fi-
nancial constraints imposed by the need, as outlined in the Five Year Plan, to prioritise available 
funding for the provision of essential school accommodation to meet demographic demand, it 
is not possible to indicate at this point when the major project for the school will be progressed.

My Department recently received copies of the reports referred to by the Deputy. These 
have been considered and a response has issued to the school advising that, in the meantime, for 
works that are of a very urgent nature, it is open to the school authorities to consider if the works 
in question qualify for funding under the Department’s Emergency Works Scheme. 

An emergency is deemed to be a situation which poses an immediate risk to health, life, 
property or the environment which is sudden, unforeseen and requires immediate action and, 
in the case of a school, if not corrected, would prevent the school or part thereof from opening. 
Details of the Scheme, together with an application form for grant assistance, can be accessed 
on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.
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16/04/2013WRR02250Technological Universities

16/04/2013WRR02300472. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current prog-
ress on the development of a technological university for the south east region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17234/13]

16/04/2013WRR02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I 
endorsed the framework for system development laid out in the National Strategy for Higher 
Education to 2030 which outlines a developmental pathway towards designation as a Techno-
logical University for merged institutes of technology who seek to apply. The roll-out of the ap-
proved process now provides an opportunity to meet the commitment set out in the Programme 
for Government to “explore the establishment of a multi-campus Technical University in the 
South East”. 

In relation to the evolutionary pathway laid out in the National Strategy for institutes of 
technology, the implementation process is well underway. The Landscape document published 
in February 2012 lays out a clear four stage process and criteria for institutes of technology 
who wish to apply for designation as a technological university. The process for designation is 
designed to ensure educational quality, objectivity, international expertise, fairness and trans-
parency. The process will consist of four stages overseen by HEA, with an independent interna-
tional panel of experts to advise the Authority in the final stages.

The first stage requires institutes of technology to submit a formal expression of interest in 
merging and seeking designation. I understand from HEA that three such expressions of inter-
est have been received. One of these is a proposal that Waterford Institute of Technology and 
Carlow Institute of Technology to seek designation.The Higher Education Authority are con-
sidering all proposals and their advice on system configuration will include their advice on the 
progress of institutes of technology interested in seeking designation to the second stage of the 
designation process.  I am expect to receive this advice shortly.

Having regard to the process that has been put in place to assess proposals for designation 
as technological universities I do not propose to comment specifically on any potential applica-
tions for designation by any group of Institutes of Technology.

16/04/2013WRR02450State Bodies Establishment

16/04/2013WRR02500473. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the new 
SOLAS organisation will be fully established and operational; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17238/13]

16/04/2013WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The passing of the primary legislation is required for the establishment of SOLAS. The Further 
Education and Training Bill, 2013 was published in January this year. The timing for estab-
lishment of the new authority is dependent on the entry into force of this legislation, which is 
expected to be enacted before the end of summer 2013. 

The Bill, among other things, provides for the establishment of SOLAS, the dissolution of 
FAS and the transfer over time of the FÁS training division, both staff and property, to the 16 
Education and Training Boards that will be established following the enactment of the Educa-
tion and Training Boards Bill, 2012.
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16/04/2013WRR02650Schools Building Projects Status

16/04/2013WRR02700474. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the contract has 
now been signed in relation to the completion of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
the name of the successful contractor; when they will be on site; and the timeframe stipulated 
in the contract for completion of the works. [17314/13]

16/04/2013WRR02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Subject to no issues arising, 
it is anticipated that works will commence on site in early May for the school building project 
referred to by the Deputy and will be completed in quarter 2 of 2013. 

16/04/2013WRR02850Schools Building Projects Status

16/04/2013WRR02900475. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) in County Kildare will be completed in line with specifications and open and 
available for intake of students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17322/13]

16/04/2013WRR03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Subject to no issues arising, 
it is anticipated that works will commence on site in early May for the school building project 
referred to by the Deputy and will be completed in quarter 2 of 2013.

16/04/2013WRR03050Site Acquisitions

16/04/2013WRR03100476. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, when the 
site has been acquired for a new post primary school at a location (details supplied) in County 
Kildare, his Department will avail of the services of the relevant county council to prepare and 
submit plans under part VIII of the Planning and Development Act 2000, similar that done in 
County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17323/13]

16/04/2013WRR03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has sought the assistance of, and is working closely with, Kildare County 
Council, the relevant Local Authority, in relation to identifying and acquiring a suitable site for 
the provision of permanent accommodation for the school to which he refers. 

As the Deputy will be aware, negotiations are at an advanced stage.  Given the sensitivities 
associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further on that 
aspect at this time.  However, I can assure the Deputy that consideration will be given by my 
Department to all the options open to it in obtaining the requisite Planning Permission, should 
the site acquisition proceed to conclusion.

16/04/2013WRR03250Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRR03300477. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
a Student Universal Support Ireland application in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17371/13]

16/04/2013WRR03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student 
in question was considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board on the 27th No-
vember, 2013. I understand that the awarding authority was requested to review the application 
under a change in circumstances. 
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Officials in my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 
that the student referred to by the Deputy has had her application reviewed and was issued with 
a decision on the 5th April 2013.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI.  Where an individual applicant has had an 
appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been 
interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by 
the applicant to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be 
available on request from SUSI.

16/04/2013WRR03450Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRR03500478. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there has 
been a change to the rules for children to get access to resource teaching hours this academic 
year; if a decision has been taken that takes resource hours from children who have a mild intel-
lectual disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17392/13]

16/04/2013WRR03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that, in primary schools, teaching supports for pupils with special educational needs are provid-
ed in two ways. Under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of teaching supports, 
schools are resourced to cater for pupils whose educational psychological assessment places 
them in the high incidence, or less complex, disability category, including children with mild 
general learning difficulties. In this context, children with a mild intellectual disability qualify 
for resources under GAM. There has been no alteration to this policy provision. Separately, the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocates additional resource teaching hours 
to schools for children who have been assessed within the low incidence, or more complex, 
category of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05. 

All schools have been advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching and SNA sup-
port for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013 and schools will be notified by SENOs of 
their resource teaching and SNA allocation in advance of the 2013/14 school year, based on the 
number of valid applications received. 

Once allocations have been made, it is a matter for schools to monitor and utilise their al-
location of resource teaching support, including supports allocated under the GAM, to best sup-
port the needs of qualifying pupils, in accordance with my Department’s guidance.

16/04/2013WRR03650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRR03700479. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
guidelines for a child who has Down’s Syndrome to get access to resource teaching hours; if 
these guidelines have changed in the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17393/13]

16/04/2013WRR03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware of 
this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children with special educational 
needs, including those with Down syndrome, can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the maximum possible level of inclusion 
of students with special educational needs in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, or 
where a special school or special class placement may be required to ensure such placements 
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are provided for.

Pupils with Down syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teaching 
support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) of 
teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05. There has been no altera-
tion to this policy provision in the past 12 months. 

It is a matter for schools to monitor and utilise their allocation of additional teaching support 
to best support the needs of identified pupils, in accordance with my Departments guidance.

I wish to advise the Deputy also that I have asked the NCSE to provide me with policy ad-
vice on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disabil-
ity in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming months.

16/04/2013WRR03850Schools Building Projects Applications

16/04/2013WRR03900480. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the provision of two new schools (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17397/13]

16/04/2013WRR04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is aware, I 
announced in June 2011 that forty new schools comprising of twenty new primary schools and 
twenty new post-primary schools, were to be established up to 2017 across a number of loca-
tions. My Department subsequently invited patron bodies to make applications for patronage of 
the new primary schools to be established in 2012 and 2013. Following the assessment process 
of the applications concerned, approval was conveyed in March 2012 for the establishment in 
September 2013 next of two new primary schools in the area referred to by the Deputy.

My Department is currently in discussion with both the school Patrons and the local author-
ity in relation to accommodation options for the start-up schools and also the permanent loca-
tion of the schools.

16/04/2013WRR04050School Staffing

16/04/2013WRR04100481. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
a school (details supplied). [17428/13]

16/04/2013WRR04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The staffing schedule is the 
mechanism used for allocating mainstream teaching posts to all schools. It operates in a clear 
and transparent manner and treats all similar types of schools equally irrespective of location. It 
currently operates on the basis of a general average of 1 classroom teacher for every 28 pupils 
with lower thresholds for DEIS Band 1 schools. The configuration of classes and the deploy-
ment of classroom teachers are done at local school level. My Department publishes annual 
statistics on class size data for each school. The most recent statistics are for the 2011/12 school 
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year. The national average class size is 24.4 pupils. However, with over 20,600 classes in over 
3,100 primary schools throughout the country there will always be variations in class sizes at 
individual school level. My Department’s guidance to local school management is that such 
variations should be kept to the minimum.

16/04/2013WRR04250Teachers’ Remuneration

16/04/2013WRR04300482. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a teacher who 
started teaching prior to 1 February 2012 but was not yet qualified will be treated any differently 
in terms of pay and allowances as a teacher who was qualified on that date; and if so, if he will 
outline the full list of differences. [17453/13]

16/04/2013WRR04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose first of all to outline 
the sequence of policy and budgetary measures in relation to new appointees to teaching and 
their pay entitlements that have been introduced in recent years.

The first measure took effect on 1 September 2010. It requires that, in order to be eligible 
to receive the qualified rate of pay and allowances, a person on their first appointment to teach-
ing must be registered with the Teaching Council and appropriately qualified for that position 
or sector.  This was introduced for the purpose of ensuring quality and promoting professional 
standards in teaching and this goal has been strongly supported by the teacher unions.

The second measure was taken as part of Budget 2011. The last Government applied a re-
duction in the pay of new entrants to the public service. In the case of new teachers, a reduction 
of 10% was applied to pay and certain allowances and all new teachers were required to start 
on the first point of the scale rather than the third point as had previously been the case for most 
teachers.  The new pay rates applied to all teachers who were new appointees appointed on or 
after 1 January 2011.  Where a person gave any service - qualified or unqualified - in an analo-
gous teaching position before 1 January 2011, he or she was not regarded as a new appointee to 
teaching and so was not affected by this measure.

The third measure formed part of Budget 2012 and related to qualification allowances. The 
Government announced that additional qualification allowances would not be payable to exist-
ing teachers and new teachers would be paid qualification allowances up to a maximum of the 
allowance applicable to an honours primary degree level.

Furthermore, in 2012 a public service-wide review of allowances was also carried out by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and, pending its outcome, the payment of 
qualification allowances was suspended with effect from 1 February 2012.  As a result of the 
review, the Government abolished qualification allowances with effect from that date and a new 
salary scale was created with a starting point equivalent to the fourth point of the previous scale.  
This reduced the impact of the ending of the qualification allowances and ensured a broad con-
sistency across the public service. Circular 8/2013 outlines the details of the review and the new 
arrangements that apply to teachers.

If the Deputy has a specific query in relation to an individual teacher he should forward the 
detail to my Department.  The introduction of this new salary scale has been a complex task 
which has required a detailed implementation process.  My Department, in consultation with 
the unions and VECs, is working through the operational aspects of these changes as they affect 
existing teachers and their pay.
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16/04/2013WRR04450Residential Institutions Issues

16/04/2013WRR04500483. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way the 
residential institute State fund can be accessed; the entitlements from the fund available to a 
person who believes they are passed the age of needing further education as they are retired; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17463/13]

16/04/2013WRR04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The recently established Res-
idential Institutions Statutory Fund Board will oversee the use of the cash contributions of up 
to €110 million pledged by the religious congregations to support the needs of some 15,000 
survivors of residential institutional child abuse, who have received awards from the Residen-
tial Institutions Redress Board or equivalent Court awards. Supports across a range of services, 
including mental health services, health and personal social services and housing services, as 
well as education services will be available.  

The Board held its inaugural meeting on 27th March and has commenced work on the ar-
rangements to be put in place for the operation of the Fund. Further publicity will be undertaken 
as the work of the Board progresses and a website with detailed information on the Fund’s 
services will be developed.

16/04/2013WRR04650Special Educational Needs Services Provision

16/04/2013WRR04700484. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his policy on 
children with Autism; and the reason he is not issuing a definitive policy document on Autism. 
[17464/13]

16/04/2013WRR04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that policy can be expressed and manifested through a variety of forms. Explicitly, it is com-
municated via legislation, regulations, rulings, orders, plans, strategies, policy statements, and 
other forms – or through a combination of these. Therefore the Deputy will appreciate that spe-
cific policies and objectives are not always articulated in just one document.  However my De-
partment is mindful that greater clarity would be useful for schools and parents and accordingly 
my Department is currently in the process of preparing a comprehensive statement of existing 
policy within the boundaries of one document. This process is ongoing.   The Department’s 
policy on the education of children with Autism resides within the overall policies on the edu-
cation of children with special educational needs. In the main these policies are non condition 
specific. In this context, the Autism policy, whether expressed in a multiple of documents or 
in a single document, should not be viewed as a separate ‘stand alone’ policy.  The new policy 
statement will not be exclusive. Policies are subject of necessity to change from time to time. 
Also, the new statement will neither alter nor add to existing policy. It will reflect the current 
policy in a coherent and articulate manner for the benefit of schools and parents.  

My Department strives to ensure that a continuum of special education provision is avail-
able as required for children with special educational needs. In line with this approach the pol-
icy is to promote a child-centred approach to education of all children with special educational 
needs including those with autism. As each child with autism is unique they should have access 
to a range of different approaches to meet their individual needs.

Children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are capable of being 
fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional teaching or care supports. Others 
are able to attend mainstream schools but need additional teaching and/or care assistance. Many 
are best enrolled in autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive interventions 
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are required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and differing needs/
strengths/abilities emerge.  The preferred policy of my Department is that children with autism 
are educated in school settings where children may have access to individualised education pro-
grammes (IEPs), fully-qualified professional teachers, special needs assistants, the appropriate 
school curriculum with the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial integration 
and interaction with other pupils.

Autism classes are established with a staffing ratio of 1 teacher and a minimum of 2 Spe-
cial Needs Assistants (SNAs) for every 6 children. Other SNAs may be allocated if required to 
meet the care needs of the children. Start-up grants are provided to the schools to enable special 
equipment to be purchased. Enhanced capitation is paid in respect of each child and assistive 
technology is funded where this is recommended.

This approach promotes the maximum level of inclusion which accords with the intent of 
the EPSEN Act. While some children may be able to attend a mainstream class, for others the 
most appropriate provision may be in a special class or unit in the school or in a special school.

My Department supports provision in mainstream schools, some 540 special classes for au-
tism attached to mainstream and special schools and 18 special schools for children with autism 
throughout the State which cater for the educational needs of some 5,000 children with autism, 
all of which operate broadly within the policy parameters.

This policy is based on advice received from international experts on autism, NEPS, the 
Inspectorate and the report of the Irish Task Force on Autism. My Department has satisfied 
itself that research does not support the exclusive usage of any one approach as a basis for na-
tional educational provision for children with autism. It is for this reason that my Department’s 
preferred policy is for a child centred approach where the approach to be taken is based on the 
individual child’s needs.

My Department continues to develop policy and programmes for children with special edu-
cational needs, including those with autism, and will continue to take relevant professional 
advice into account in this regard.

16/04/2013WRR04850Schools Building Projects Status

16/04/2013WRR04900485. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
when building will commence on a new school building (details supplied) in County Offaly; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17467/13]

16/04/2013WRR05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Responsibility for the deliv-
ery of the school referred to by the Deputy has been devolved to the Office of Public Works.  
The OPW has recently forwarded a tender report for this school project to the Department and 
the Department is currently, with the OPW, considering these documents. The school project is 
being progressed so that the accommodation required for the school will be provided at the ear-
liest possible date within the Department’s five year construction programme.   My Department 
is in contact with the school to ensure that there is sufficient accommodation for September 
2013.

School Staffing

16/04/2013WRS00200486. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a shortage 
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of staff at a school (details supplied) in County Kerry will be addressed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17468/13]

16/04/2013WRS00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the 
Deputy refers is a VEC school. Each VEC receives an allocation of maintenance staff from 
my Department and the allocation of such staff to individual schools is a matter for the VEC. 
My Department has not been contacted by the relevant VEC in relation to the staffing position 
in this school and, accordingly, would advise that the Principal address any concerns with the 
VEC in the first instance.

The Deputy should be aware that, in regard to maintenance posts in schools, my Department 
has a limited derogation from the moratorium on recruitment and promotion and can only ap-
prove the filling of such posts in exceptional circumstances.

School Accommodation

16/04/2013WRS00400487. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing an application for funding in respect of an extra classroom and resource room for a school 
(details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17479/13]

16/04/2013WRS00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by the 
Deputy were approved funding for a mainstream classroom and a resource room in July 2012. 
Responsibility for the project has been devolved to the school authority. However no funding 
has been drawn down to date.

School Staffing

16/04/2013WRS00600488. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date in the case of a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [17657/13]

16/04/2013WRS00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The National Behaviour Sup-
port Service (NBSS) promotes and supports positive behaviour through the provision of a sys-
tematic continuum of support to school communities. The service assists partner post primary 
schools in addressing behavioural concerns in schools.  The Department has been informed by 
the NBSS, that for the academic year 2013-2014, the school referred to by the Deputy is no 
longer considered to have the same high level of need as other schools working with the NBSS 
and the Behaviour for Learning Programme Teacher post will be withdrawn.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRS00800489. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow has been approved by Student 
Universal Support Ireland. [17658/13]

16/04/2013WRS00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is understood from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that it received an appeal from the  student referred to by the 
Deputy on the 28th March 2013. SUSI aims to issue appeal determinations as promptly as pos-
sible and within the specified timeframe specified in the Student Support Act, 2011.

Where an appeal is turned down in writing by SUSI and the applicant remains of the view 
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that the scheme has not interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the posi-
tion may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRS01000490. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion to Student Universal Support Ireland will be approved in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny. [17659/13]

16/04/2013WRS01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 4th April 2013, a reminder in 
relation to an earlier request for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by 
the Deputy. When the requested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly 
of the outcome.

School Curriculum

16/04/2013WRS01200491. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedure 
for a new poet being accepted to the English syllabus of the junior certificate; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17660/13]

16/04/2013WRS01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The current Junior Certificate 
syllabus does not prescribe specific texts or poets for study. It is based on the idea of an ‘open 
course’ where teachers can choose the poetry and other texts they wish to include in their course 
to meet the learning objectives involved.

Question No. 492 answered with Question No. 460.

Question No. 493 answered with Question No. 407.

Flood Prevention Measures

16/04/2013WRS01600494. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
on whether the natural and historic access for floodwater to the Old Dry-Arch Bridge was by 
way of a clearly identifiable channel, known locally as the Old Bed of the River Suir, that runs 
south of lands (details supplied) at Greenane in Clonmel, County Tipperary. [16137/13]

16/04/2013WRS01700495. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views 
that the most likely route for floodwater is a straight line and that the median line between the 
recently constructed berms at the Old Bridge and Greenane, designed to channel floodwater 
to the New Dry-Arch Bridge, is through land (details supplied) in Clonmel County Tipperary. 
[16138/13]

16/04/2013WRS01800507. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
confirm that the raised banks that confine the Auk Stream West, that were mistakenly omit-
ted from the design phase of Clonmel flood relief scheme, prevent access of high frequency 
floodwater from the land of a person (details supplied) to the designated spillway of the new 
Dry-Arch Bridge and as a consequence, the person’s lands at Greenane will suffer increased 
interference during all flood frequencies, including high frequency events, as a result of the Of-
fice of Public Works flood relief works. [16356/13]
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16/04/2013WRS01900508. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform regarding 
flood measures in Clonmel, County Tipperary, if he will agree that, irrespective of the planned 
works to clear the substantial obstructions from the exhibited flowpath, the demarcated flow-
path or spillway is neither natural nor efficient as it would require out of bank floodwater to 
make two right angled turns to access the new Dry-Arch Bridge. [16357/13]

16/04/2013WRS02000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I propose to take Questions Nos. 494, 495, 507 and 508 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the matters referred to have been the subject of a substantial vol-
ume of correspondence and communications over an extended period and the position of the 
Commissioners of Public works in relation to these matters has been  set out very clearly and 
comprehensively.

The raised banks of the Auk Stream West existed prior to the Clonmel West flood relief 
works in Clonmel.  There was no interference to the Auk Stream adjacent to or within landown-
er’s property.  I am advised that works were carried out along a short stretch of the Auk Stream 
West upstream of his lands.  These particular works do not cause increased frequency or depth 
of flooding to the landowner’s property. However, it has already been acknowledged that the 
scheme works, as a whole, will increase the likely depth of flooding during less frequent flood 
events, and the property owner was advised of his entitlement to claim compensation in respect 
of such loss under the relevant legislative provisions.

In relation to the demarcated flowpath, my officials advise that this is within the River Suir 
flood plain across which river waters flowed in the past and will flow during times of flood, and 
they are satisfied with the efficiency of the designed scheme.

The Commissioners of Public Works considered all feasible options for a flood relief scheme 
for Clonmel Town and the scheme, as designed and constructed, combines a number of flood 
relief measures which represent the most economically beneficial and environmentally sustain-
able solution to the flooding problems in Clonmel.  I am advised that, while natural and historic 
conditions would be noted in the design of a flood relief scheme, the designers would deal with 
the existing topography of the area at the time of design.

I understand that the most likely route for flood water will depend on the topography of the 
area in question and that flood water does not necessarily flow in a straight line but will flow 
along the path of least resistance under the influence of gravity.  I am advised that the embank-
ments constructed at Green Lane and Greenane were constructed within the flood plain of the 
River Suir.  They were built to protect existing properties in Clonmel from flooding and are part 
of the integrated design of the flood relief scheme and, as stated above, my officials are fully 
satisfied with the scheme design.

Flood Prevention Measures

16/04/2013WRS02100496. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form the action his Department intends to take in view of repeated flooding on Old Connaught 
Avenue, Bray, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16192/13]

16/04/2013WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Heavy rainfall on 22 March 2013 resulted in overflow of the watercourse at this loca-
tion.  Addressing this particular flood event is a matter in the first instance for the relevant local 
authority and I understand, in this regard, that the underlying causes of this flood event is being 
investigated by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.
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The Office of Public Works funded Eastern Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management (CFRAM) study is ongoing. This work will identify and examine in detail the 
causes of flooding throughout the eastern catchment (including Bray), and produce an inte-
grated plan of specific measures to address the significant flood risk factors in a proactive and 
comprehensive manner. The output will be a flood risk management plan for the Eastern river 
basin catchment, taking into account economic, social and environmental factors.

The flood risk at the Old Connaught Avenue area is included in the Eastern CFRAMS.

Equal Opportunities Employment

16/04/2013WRS02300497. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
guidelines and criteria in place in Government Departments and State agencies to ensure that 
people with a disability are given equal opportunities to access the public and Civil Service 
workforce; if conditions on the autistic spectrum specifically Asperger’s syndrome are consid-
ered in relation to any such policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16223/13]

16/04/2013WRS02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The civil and 
public service is an equal opportunities employer and all recruitment campaigns are conducted 
in strict compliance with the Codes of Practice set out by the Commission for Public Service 
Appointments. Codes include the Code of Practice governing the External and Internal Ap-
pointments of Persons with Disabilities to Positions in the Irish Civil Service and Certain Public 
Bodies, available at www.cpsa.ie.

Public service bodies are also subject to specific legal obligations in the Disability Act 2005.  
For example, Part 5 of the Act sets out the the requirement of public service bodies:

- to promote and support the employment of people with disabilities;

- to comply with any statutory Code of Practice;

- to meet a target of 3% of employees with disabilities;

- to report every year on achievement of these obligations.

The National Disability Authority (NDA) reports on compliance with this 3% target. In its 
latest published report in 2012, the NDA noted that in the civil service, the area of the public 
service for which I have direct responsibility, 4.2% of staff employed had disabilities. In rela-
tion to other areas of the public service, each Minister is responsible for compliance with and 
reporting on the target set in the Disability Act 2005 for the employment of persons with dis-
abilities in public bodies under his or her aegis.

The 3% target for the employment of people with disabilities in the public service remains 
in place, notwithstanding the recruitment and promotion moratorium announced on 27 March, 
2009.

You may also wish to note that a number of Departments and Offices in the civil service are 
participants in the Willing Able and Mentoring (WAM) Programme which is a paid mentored 
work placement programme aimed at graduates with disabilities.  This programme is not sub-
ject to the moratorium.

The Disability Act defines “disability”, in relation to a person, as a substantial restriction in 
the capacity of the person to carry on a profession, business or occupation in the State or to par-
ticipate in social or cultural life in the State by reason of an enduring physical, sensory, mental 
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health or intellectual impairment.

National Monuments

16/04/2013WRS02500498. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
work that has been carried out on national monuments in Connacht and in County Clare in 
the years 2010, 2011 and 2012, including ongoing maintenance and conservation projects; the 
amount spent on each project; the purpose, extent and other details in relation to the work; 
the work that he proposes to carry out in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16500/13]

16/04/2013WRS02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): OPW is responsible for the care and maintenance of sites in approx 189 locations in 
Connaught (Counties Roscommon, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo and Galway) and 37 locations in Co. 
Clare.  A full schedule of the national Monuments in State care, including these counties, is 
available on website www.archaeology.ie.  The Monuments for these Counties are managed by 
a direct labour force headquartered at 2 separate Works Depots, in Athenry, Co. Galway and 
Dromahaire, Co. Leitrim.

Works undertaken at these Monument sites fall into 2 broad categories:

- Ongoing light maintenance and small works undertaken by OPW’s own direct labour force 
using materials and supplies taken from general stock on hands:

- Significant larger conservation projects undertaken over a period of years which have sup-
plies of materials specifically provided.

Financial records of expenditures in relation to the management of the National Monuments 
portfolio, including ongoing maintenance works and other overheads such as vehicle fleet costs, 
consumables, caretaking and other inputs are kept globally only at a Depot level and are not 
broken down by National Monument site location.  The cost of maintenance of the portfolio in 
these counties in the years in question is therefore not available on an individual County basis 
but is subsumed into the overall costs of the OPW National Monuments Service.

In respect of the second category (larger conservation projects), costs are recorded sepa-
rately on a site location basis and include the following elements:

- Labour costs (OPW Direct Labour force);

- Materials costs;

- Services (outsourced professional inputs eg external specialist contractors, archaeological 
excavation, photography, technical surveys etc)

The following is the schedule of works carried out by OPW in the relevant Counties in the 
years in question:

Year Site Work Amount €
2010 Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon Ongoing conservation works 360,043.56

Ennis Friary, Ennis, Co. Clare Commencement of tomb conser-
vation and presentation works 

325,122.33
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Year Site Work Amount €
Scattery Island, Co. Clare commencement of conservation 

works programme to monastic 
Monuments

83,744.47

2011 Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon Ongoing conservation works 333,659.41
Ennis Friary, Ennis, Co. Clare Continuation of conservation 

work to tomb
378,557.02

Scattery Island, Co. Clare Ongoing conservation work 76,788.68
2012 Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon Completion of North Aisle Wall 

conservation project 
217,149.11

Bunadobber Mill, Ballinrobe, 
Co. Mayo

Commencement of Mill Ma-
chinery repair project 

18,001.05

Ennis Friary, Ennis, Co. Clare Continuation of conservation 
work to tomb

373,739.41

Scattery Island, Co. Clare Ongoing conservation works 
to monuments , including 
commencement of works to 
St.Senan`s church

132,239.78

In respect of future works planned, the following projects are proposed for 2013 in the coun-
ties in question:

Site Work
Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon Completion of miscellaneous minor works relative 

to the conservation project and provision of new 
Guide / Visitor service booth.

Rockfleet Castle, Co. Mayo Access stair / safety works to first floor to facilitate 
reopening to the public

Bunadobber Mill, Co. Mayo Continuation of project to repair Mill machinery. 
Portumna Castle, Co. Galway  Reroofing of outbuildings
Ennis Friary, Co. Clare Completion of conservation work to tomb
Scattery Island, Co. Clare Ongoing works at St. Senan’s Church

Estimates Publication

16/04/2013WRS02700499. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason for the delay in publishing the revised Estimate volume in view of the fact that three 
months of the year have elapsed; the date on which these Estimates will be published; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17073/13]

16/04/2013WRS02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, public service pay proposals were put forward by the Labour Relations Commission 
on 25 February last.  The proposals contain many multifaceted measures and it has taken time 
to fully disaggregate the impact on Departmental pay and pension allocations.

I am happy to advise the Deputy that the Revised Estimates for all Government Depart-
ments will be published tomorrow, 17 April.  This will provide additional details and informa-
tion in relation to the allocations contained in the 2013 Estimates as published on 5 December 
2012 in the “Expenditure Report 2013”.  Furthermore, the REV will set out key performance 
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information regarding the outputs and impacts of Programme Expenditure and this will comple-
ment the financial data in the Estimates.

Legislative Programme

16/04/2013WRS02900500. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will support amendments to the national lotteries Bill, in particular section 41(1) as raised in 
correspondence (details supplied).  [17407/13]

16/04/2013WRS03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The catego-
ries for the disbursement of National Lottery funds provided for in section 41 of the National 
Lottery Bill 2012 include national culture and heritage (including the Irish language) and youth, 
welfare and amenities.  These categories are quite wide and would not prohibit the funding of 
community projects which have an environmental dimension.  Consequently, I am of the view 
that a specific category called “the Natural Environment” is not required. 

Furthermore, the inclusion of a new category would inevitably lead to demands for the in-
clusion of other specific categories, thus leading to greater demands on the amount of funding 
available and the dilution of the effectiveness of those funds.  Accordingly, I do not propose to 
alter the categories of good causes specified in the Bill.

Garda Stations Refurbishment

16/04/2013WRS03100501. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No 246 of 5 March 2013, if approval has been received for a 
project (details supplied) in County Roscommon; if approved, when will the work commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15977/13]

16/04/2013WRS03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The revised estimate for painting works (external maintenance) at Keadue Garda Sta-
tion is now agreed and works will proceed as soon as possible. 

Departmental Staff Remuneration

16/04/2013WRS03300502. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of people who are on the payroll in his Department; the number of physical payslips 
that his Department processes each month; the percentage of these that are sent to payees in the 
post; the breakdown in the overall cost of physical payslips and postage per year for the years 
2008 to 2012; if payees have the option of switching to online payslips; if he and his Depart-
ment will implement online payslips in the near future; if he has considered the savings this 
would make; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16063/13]

16/04/2013WRS03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): All staff in 
my Department (which was established in July 2011) are on electronic payslips and hard copy 
payslips are only provided to staff who are on extended absences, for example, maternity leave.  
There are currently 482 staff (head count) on the payroll in my Department and of these 16 
receive hard copy payslips all of which are sent out in the post.  The monthly average number 
of hard copy payslips is 50.  The approximate overall cost to produce and post these payslips is 
€180 per annum.
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Departmental Contracts

16/04/2013WRS03500503. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber and total value of advertised contracts for supplies and general services of up to €125,000; 
and the number and total value of advertised contracts for works and work related services with 
a value up to €250,000 for each year from 2008 to present. [16117/13]

16/04/2013WRS03600504. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number and total value of advertised contracts for supplies and general services in excess of 
€125,000; and the number and total value of advertised contracts for works and work related 
services in excess of €250,000 for each year from 2008 to present. [16118/13]

16/04/2013WRS03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes: I propose to take Questions Nos. 503 and 504 together.

Data on contract placement is currently available for the years 2008-2011 and relates to 
above-EU threshold contracts only and is contained in the tabular statement which will be sent 
to the Deputy under separate cover. The NPS does not collate data on below threshold tenders. 
The EU thresholds for 2008/2009 and for 2010/2011 are set out in the tables immediately 
below. Data in respect of 2012 will not be available until the third quarter 2013 as this data is 
collated a year in arrears.

The Deputy should be aware that the figures contained in the table relates to the number of 
contracts placed which were above the EU Threshold for the year in question and must not be 
interpreted as indicative statistics for the overall procurement spend.  It must also be borne in 
mind that these statistics relate only to above threshold procurements, where contract award 
notices were published. The NPS does not collate figures on below threshold procurements.

 Thresholds 2010/2011

Works:
Contract Notice  €4,845,000 Threshold applies to Government Departments 

and Offices, Local and Regional Authorities 
and other public bodies.
Supplies and Services:

Contract Notice    €125,000 Threshold applies to Government Departments 
and Offices

Contract Notice    €193,000 Threshold applies to Local and Regional Au-
thorities and public bodies outside the Utilities 
sector.
Utilities:

Works Contracts / Prior 
Indicative Notice

 €4,845,000 For entities in Utilities sectors covered by GPA

Supplies and Services    € 387,000 For entities in Utilities sectors covered by GPA

 Thresholds 2008/2009

Works
Contract Notice €5,150,000 Threshold applies to Government Departments 

and Offices, Local and Regional Authorities and 
other public bodies.
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Works
Supplies and Services
Contract Notice €133,000 Threshold applies to Government Departments 

and Offices
Contract Notice €206,000 Threshold applies to Local and Regional Au-

thorities and public bodies outside the Utilities 
sector.

Utilities
Works Contracts / Prior 
Indicative Notice

€5,150,000 For entities in Utilities sectors covered by GPA

Supplies and Services €412,000 For entities in Utilities sectors covered by GPA

Departmental Contracts

16/04/2013WRS03800505. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number and total value of framework agreements entered into for the provision of goods and 
services for each year from 2008 to present. [16119/13]

16/04/2013WRS03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes: Please find below a table showing the number of contracts put in place by the National 
Procurement Service (NPS) and the total estimated value for the contracts for 2010, 2011 and 
2012. As the NPS only came into existence in the middle of 2009, there are no centralised fig-
ures available prior to 2010.

- 2010 2011 2012
Total number of NPS framework 
contracts in place

27 38 65

Annual estimated value of NPS 
framework contracts 

€300m €500m €397m

Departmental Properties

16/04/2013WRS04000506. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of properties owned by the State that are leased to third party tenants, on a county ba-
sis; the number of same that have had a rental review since 2011; the number of these reviews 
that resulted in rents being reduced or rents increasing; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16330/13]

16/04/2013WRS04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that the information required to reply to his question is held by the individual 
Government Departments and State Agencies and the Deputy should submit his question to 
those Departments and agencies.  In respect of properties under the aegis of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, I have asked the Office of Public Works to communicate with 
the Deputy.

Question No. 507 and 508 answered with Question No. 494.

State Agencies
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16/04/2013WRS04300509. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide an update on the rationalisation of State agencies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16380/13]

16/04/2013WRS04400535. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
number of quangos that have been merged or abolished since he came to office; if he will pro-
vide a list of each of these quangos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17236/13]

16/04/2013WRS04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 509 and 535 together.

My Department is currently monitoring the implementation of the agency rationalisation 
programme of the Public Service Reform Plan on a quarterly basis.  The latest tables which 
detail this progress to end Quarter 1 2013 can be found at:

http://per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Public-Service-Reform-Plan-Rationalisation-Mea-
sures-end-Q1-2013.pdf

In summary, the tables show that significant progress has been made by Departments on the 
implementation of agreed rationalisation measures.   To date, rationalisation and amalgamation 
measures involving 25 bodies have been fully implemented, and measures involving a further 
83 bodies are at advanced legislative or administrative stages.  

The critical review process undertaken in 2012 also identified further measures, involving 
107 bodies, the majority of which are to be implemented in 2013.

Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRS04600510. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
examine the serious concerns in respect of the Garda Síochána Retired Members Association 
regarding the continuous cuts to Garda pensions (details supplied); if he will urgently give due 
consideration to the plight of these retired members of an Garda Síochána who have served 
their country well and who now find their pensions targeted on a regular and unfair basis; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16397/13]

16/04/2013WRS04700513. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding a retired member of the public service (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16439/13]

16/04/2013WRS04800541. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the pensions of retired gardaí  [17711/13]

16/04/2013WRS04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 510, 513 and 541 together.

The Government is fully aware that public servants and public service pensioners have 
made a significant contribution to the fiscal consolidation process to date.  However the reality 
is that further measures are necessary to achieve a sustainable Pay and Pensions Bill in order to 
meet the budgetary targets of the Government and repair our public finances.

It is in this context that the Government decided that public service pensioners should be 
required to make a contribution to the proposed consolidation measures, with the largest reduc-
tions being borne by those on higher pension rates.  I would like to take this opportunity point 
out that the proposed reductions will apply only to pensions in excess of €32,500; pensions 
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below that level will not be affected.  The proposed measure is a necessary step to address the 
economic crisis in the State and to restore domestic and international confidence.

Commercial Rates Issues

16/04/2013WRS05000511. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way commercial rates are determined for private houses that are used as businesses for example 
doctor’s surgeries. [16417/13]

16/04/2013WRS05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I should point 
out that the Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the exercise of his duties under the 
Valuation Act, 2001 and the making of valuations for rating purposes is his sole prerogative and 
I, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, have no function in this regard.

The levying and collection of commercial rates is the responsibility of each local authority 
and the Valuation Office has no function in this regard.  Private residential houses are exempt 
from rates, however, if there is a business undertaking located in a residential house, such as 
a medical surgery or other similar facility being operated on a commercial basis, the accom-
modation space used for that purpose is valued for rating in the same manner as a commercial 
property unconnected to a private house.

The basis of rateable valuation for all commercial property, whether it forms part of a pri-
vate house or otherwise, is net annual value and is set out in Part 11 of the Valuation Act, 2001. 
Net annual value is the rental for which one year with another, the building might, in its actual 
state, be reasonably expected to let from year to year, on the assumption that the probable av-
erage annual cost of repairs, insurance and other expenses (if any) that would be necessary to 
maintain the property in that state, and all rates and other taxes and charges (if any) payable by 
or under any enactment in respect of the property, are borne by the tenant of the property. 

Various methodologies may be used in estimating the net annual value (NAV/rental value) 
of a building. The most common methodology used is direct comparison with other similar 
buildings in the same rating area.

Commercial Rates Calculations

16/04/2013WRS05200512. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way commercial rates are determined for units in surburban shopping centres. [16418/13]

16/04/2013WRS05300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The levying 
and collection of commercial rates is the responsibility of each local authority and the Valua-
tion Office has no function in this regard.  The basis of rateable valuation for all commercial 
property, including retail units in suburban shopping centres, is net annual value and is set out 
in Part 11 of the Valuation Act, 2001. 

Net annual value is the rental for which one year with another, the building might, in its 
actual state, be reasonably expected to let from year to year, on the assumption that the probable 
average annual cost of repairs, insurance and other expenses (if any) that would be necessary 
to maintain the property in that state, and all rates and other taxes and charges (if any) payable 
by or under any enactment in respect of the property, are borne by the tenant of the property. 

Various methodologies may be used in estimating the net annual value (NAV/rental value) 
of a building. The most common methodology used is direct comparison with other similar 
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buildings in the same rating area. This is the method used to estimate the net annual value 
(NAV/rental value) of retail units in suburban shopping centres. 

There are two provisions in the legislation governing the assessment of valuations, i.e. revi-
sion and revaluation.

Revision of valuation is the mechanism used to maintain existing local authority valuations 
lists. It is used to add new properties to the list, to amend the valuations of altered properties and 
to remove demolished or defunct properties from the list. The valuations of commercial proper-
ties at revision are determined by reference to the net annual values of comparable properties 
on the same valuation list. That is to say that they are compared with similar type properties in 
the same local authority area to ensure, in so far as it is possible, that they are all treated equally. 

 In a revaluation the entire commercial valuation list for a local authority is brought up-to-
date by reference to values at a specific valuation date and the entire list is published on one date 
(usually 31 December) and comes into effect for rating purposes on 1 January the following 
year.  To-date, revaluations of the commercial list have been completed in South Dublin, Fingal 
and Dun Laoghaire County Council areas and the revaluation programme for the Dublin City 
Council area is currently underway and is expected to be completed by 31st December, 2013.

The Commissioner of Valuation is responsible for the administration of the Valuation Act 
and is independent in the exercise of his duties under the act and I, as Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, have no function in decisions in this regard.

Question No. 513 answered with Question No. 510.

Departmental Contracts

16/04/2013WRS05500514. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he will begin the review of the Government construction contracts which he committed to un-
dertaking this year; the length of time the process will take; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16454/13]

16/04/2013WRS05600515. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
groups and persons that have contacted his Department with regard to the upcoming review of 
the Government construction contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16455/13]

16/04/2013WRS05700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 514 and 515 together.

Fixed-price lump-sum public works contracts were introduced in February 2007 as part of 
the Construction Procurement Reform Initiative the objectives of which are to achieve greater 
cost certainty, better value for money and timely and more efficient delivery of projects.

A commitment was given to the Construction Industry Federation (CIF) and the profes-
sional bodies in 2006 by the Minister for Finance at that time that a review would be conducted 
by the Government Contracts Committee for Construction (GCCC) at an appropriate time when 
adequate experience had been obtained in the use of the new contracts by contracting authori-
ties.  Consideration was given to a review in 2010 but at the time it was agreed that insufficient 
numbers of contracts had reached final account stage to provide material for a review.  

I am satisfied that sufficient projects have now reached agreed final account stage to conduct 
a review of the performance of the contracts.  
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The CIF and Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland have contacted my Department about 
the review and the matter of the review has also been raised informally by other professional 
bodies and representative groups at various meetings and communications.  We are considering 
the best means to carry out the review before we commit to a timescale and the arrangements 
about which the Deputy is enquiring will be decided shortly.

Public Procurement Regulations

16/04/2013WRS05800516. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
attention has been drawn to the concerns regarding the current public project procurement pro-
cess held by architects, engineers, chartered surveyors, construction companies and legal ex-
perts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16456/13]

16/04/2013WRS05900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Activity in 
the construction sector has fallen from almost 25% of GNP (€39bn) in 2006 to just 7% of GNP 
in 2011 (€8.7bn).  This has resulted in an extremely competitive tendering environment.  The 
public capital programme generates a substantial proportion (if not the majority) of activity in 
the sector currently and it is not surprising, therefore, to find that tenders for works or works-
related service contracts are subject to heightened levels of scrutiny.

All policy, guidance and implementation measures relating to capital projects is published 
on the Construction Procurement Reform website www.constructionprocurement.gov.ie  where 
the Capital Works Management Framework provides a suite of best practice guidance, standard 
contracts and generic template documents are available to download for all contracting authori-
ties to provide a consistent approach to the management of public works projects.

The Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF) was introduced on a phased basis 
from 2007 and became mandatory for all contracting authorities through the issue of Depart-
ment of Finance Circular 06/10 on 5 May 2010.  The documents are updated and augmented 
where appropriate to respond to new developments in the industry and changes in the regulatory 
environment. 

Matters relating to the public procurement process which are raised from time to time by 
contracting authorities and industry representative bodies are considered by the Government 
Contracts Committee for Construction and, where appropriate, amendments are made to pro-
cedures.

Departmental Websites

16/04/2013WRT00200517. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the or-
ganisations, companies and persons that have received briefings about the new eTenders web-
site; when these briefings were held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16457/13]

16/04/2013WRT00300518. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if any 
organisations, companies or persons that have requested briefings on the new eTenders website 
which are yet to take place; when these briefings will take place; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16458/13]

16/04/2013WRT00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 517 and 518 together.

The Government website www.etenders.gov.ie is a fully managed electronic tendering sys-
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tem that meets Ireland’s requirements in relation to the European Union’s requirements to meet 
the EU target for achievement of 100% capability for electronic tendering.

This website is the official Government website for public tenders for goods, services and 
works. It serves as a repository for notices above EU thresholds and which must be advertised 
in the Official Journal of the European Union. In accordance with policy guidelines from my 
Department contracting authorities are also obliged to publish all tender notices for goods and 
services with a value greater than €25,000 on the eTender website. 

An upgrade to the site was launched on 12th November 2012. The new site, as well as 
publishing contract notices has a wide range of additional functionality that in effect will allow 
other aspects of the procurement process to be completed electronically, including assessment, 
awarding and contract management. This additional functionality is improving and generating 
efficiencies for both the public and private sectors. 

Prior to launching the new site, the supplier representative bodies including Chambers Ire-
land, IBEC, ISME and the Small Firms Association were briefed on the new system and elec-
tronic copies of Supplier User Manuals were supplied to them for distribution to their respective 
membership. The National Procurement Service meets these bodies on a regular basis.

Also prior to the launch, registered Suppliers and Buyers on the system, in excess of 70,000 
users, were informed about the proposed change of system and user manuals were sent to each 
of them electronically. Suppliers were also informed of the up-coming change of system at vari-
ous Meet the Buyer events and other such seminars. 

Prior to and since the launch of the new site, the NPS has organised a number of demonstra-
tions for Buyers on the new site with several thousand buyers attending. Since the system went 
live on 12th November demonstrations of the new system have been given to suppliers at Meet 
the Buyer events. The National Procurement Service has also agreed with the Construction In-
dustry Federation to give a seminar on the new system to them on a date to be agreed by them.

National Monuments

16/04/2013WRT00500519. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will consider renaming the Wellington Monument in the Phoenix Park (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16518/13]

16/04/2013WRT00600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is not pro-
posed to bring forward any plans to rename the Wellington Testimonial in the Phoenix Park.

Water Levels

16/04/2013WRT00700520. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
it is envisaged that the pilot water level monitoring exercise on Lough Ree and Meelick Weir 
involving controlled raising and lowering of weir boards at selected locations will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16539/13]

16/04/2013WRT00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, operational control of water flows and levels on the Shannon is a matter for both the 
ESB and Waterways Ireland, in the first instance.  The OPW meets regularly with both organisa-
tions to review matters relating to the River Shannon.  As part of these consultations and in the 
context of the ongoing work under the Shannon CFRAM study being undertaken for OPW by 
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Jacobs Engineering, it was agreed to explore the possibility of carrying out a water level moni-
toring exercise, involving controlled raising and lowering of weir boards at selected locations, 
subject to favourable hydrological conditions.  

For the monitoring exercise to go ahead three criteria have to be satisfied.  The first is that 
the level downstream of Athlone must be sufficiently low not to cause flooding in the callows.  
The second is that the level on Lough Ree is not below the recently agreed ESB lower target 
operating level in early summer and the third is that  a significant rainfall event is forecast. 

At the moment only the first of the above criteria is clearly satisfied.  The situation is being 
monitored closely so that when suitable conditions prevail the exercise can proceed.

Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRT00900521. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost incurred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St. 
Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16612/13]

16/04/2013WRT01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the Deputy’s query I can confirm that the flight costs incurred by my Department, for this year’s 
overseas travel programme for St. Patrick’s Day, amounted to €8,248.53 which covered the 
travel of my Private Secretary, Press Officer and I. Other costs amounted to €1,920.88 however 
I am still awaiting a small number of invoices which, due to timing delays, have not yet been 
submitted to my Department.

Graduate Placement Programmes

16/04/2013WRT01100522. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps 
open to graduates who apply for a graduate placement in the Civil Service to gain experience, 
only to be refused on the grounds of lack of experience.  [16659/13]

16/04/2013WRT01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I understand 
that the Deputy’s question relates to the Willing Able Mentoring (WAM) programme.  The 
WAM programme is a work placement programme which aims to promote access to the labour 
market for graduates with disabilities and build the capacity of employers to integrate disability 
into the mainstream workplace.  For the past seven years, Government Departments and Offices 
in the Civil Service have been supportive of and participated in the WAM programme.  WAM 
is a paid mentored work placement programme which is organised by AHEAD (Association for 
Higher Education Access and Disability) and offers graduates with disabilities up to six months 
paid work. 

There was considerable interest in the Civil Service WAM positions advertised earlier this 
year. 65 applications were received for 21 positions. Due to the level of interest, a competitive 
process, including shortlisting of candidates, was required.  

The shortlisting process, which was difficult due to the overall high calibre of the candi-
dates, was carried out against two criteria. The first was a qualification in the relevant area and 
the second was relevant work experience. In this competitive process, each application and 
position was considered on a case by case basis. Of the 65 applicants, 33 were shortlisted for 
interview by the Public Appointments Service.
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16/04/2013WRT01250Parliamentary Inquiries

16/04/2013WRT01300523. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way in which an effective and legally robust parliamentary banking inquiry will be undertaken; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16734/13]

16/04/2013WRT01400533. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
intends to establish an inquiry into the events in the days and weeks leading up to the State bank 
guarantee scheme, the crisis which emerged in the banking sector in Ireland and the political 
response to this crisis; when he envisages such an inquiry being established; the mechanism 
which could be used to conduct such an inquiry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17174/13]

16/04/2013WRT01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 523 and 533 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, I strongly support the objective of undertaking an effective 
and legally robust parliamentary banking inquiry. I wish to advise the Deputies that the Houses 
of the Oireachtas (Inquiries Privileges and Procedures) Bill 2012 is currently at an advanced 
stage in the drafting process and I expect to present the Bill to Government for publication in 
the coming weeks.

The Bill envisages a central role for the Oireachtas in both initiating and conducting a 
parliamentary inquiry. Under the Bill, responsibility is assigned exclusively to the Houses of 
the Oireachtas to determine the requirement for a formal inquiry, the terms of reference of that 
inquiry, the appropriate committee to conduct an inquiry and the procedural and organisational 
aspects of the inquiry.

The Bill contains extensive provisions in relation to fair procedures and the conduct of 
members of committees to avoid any perception of bias. Additionally, inquiries conducted un-
der this statutory scheme will be governed by and subject to guidelines that may be issued by 
the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Public Sector Pensions Issues

16/04/2013WRT01600524. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the actuarial assessments of public service pension costs will commence; or if it has com-
menced, when it will be completed and made public; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16763/13]

16/04/2013WRT01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In comment-
ing on the C & AG’s 2011 recommendation that such actuarial reviews of the cost of public 
service pensions should be carried out regularly to inform debate, the Accounting Officer, De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform, made clear the Department’s commitment to car-
rying out these reviews.

It is proposed to use the actuarial analysis in the 2009 C &AG report on public service pen-
sions as a starting point and my Department has had discussions with the C & AG’s office on 
the matter.

The Deputy will be aware of the many changes in both pay and public service pensions 
in recent years which will have to be taken account of in any new review.  As the longer-term 
evolution of public service pay is a particularly important factor in determining pension costs, 
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it will be more appropriate to start the actuarial assessment once the position on public service 
pay is clarified in the coming months.

Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRT01800525. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of pension schemes that have applied to PIPS to date; the number of those applications 
that have been approved by him; the rates quoted by the National Treasury Management Agen-
cy for each of the applicants; the date of the NTMA quotation; the way those rates compared to 
the long-term borrowing costs of the Irish State on the date the application was first received by 
him; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16954/13]

16/04/2013WRT01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Pension 
Insolvency Payment Scheme (PIPS) was introduced on 1 February, 2010. Under PIPS the State 
offers to sell annuities on an Exchequer cost-neutral basis to certain defined benefit pension 
schemes where the scheme is winding-up in deficit and where the parent company is insolvent 
(the double insolvency condition). 

Normally when a scheme winds up the trustees buy annuities in respect of current pension-
ers from an insurance company.  Under PIPS the trustees of a defined benefit scheme that satisfy 
the double insolvency condition are given the alternative of buying out the pensions with the 
Exchequer. The Exchequer should be able to provide pensions at a lower cost than an insur-
ance company. The saving from this lower cost would then go to reducing the shortfall of those 
members who have yet to retire. 

The technical calculations involved in PIPS are carried out by the National Treasury Man-
agement Agency so as to make PIPS cost neutral to the Exchequer. Once a pension scheme has 
applied, my Department requests the NTMA to quote a cost for providing annuities to existing 
pensioners. Under the SI governing PIPS the appropriate interest rate for this quote is set by the 
National Treasury Management Agency based on the long-term cost of borrowing to the State 
at the time. 

To date seven pension schemes have applied to participate in PIPS. The NTMA have pro-
vided quotes for six schemes. Two schemes – the Waterford Crystal Staff and Waterford Crystal 
Factory Schemes - have paid the quoted price and have entered PIPS. The following sets out the 
dates of calculations and interest rates used for the two Waterford schemes:

Scheme Date of Calculation Interest Rate for Quote
Waterford Crystal Staff 
Scheme

27/08/2012 5.849% 

Waterford Crystal Factory 
Scheme

27/08/2012 5.849%

The NTMA have provided quotes for a further four schemes. These quotes have been given 
to the trustees of the schemes in question and they are now under consideration by them. 

The remaining scheme is in the process of finalising its application to PIPS. When this ap-
plication is finalised the NTMA will be asked to provide a quote for this scheme.

Croke Park Agreement Issues
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16/04/2013WRT02000526. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to legislate in the event of the rejection by unions of Croke Park II; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16991/13]

16/04/2013WRT02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As noted in 
the proposals issued by the Labour Relations Commission following an intensive period of 
negotiations between public service employers and the Public Services Committee of the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions, significant elements, including those relating to remuneration and 
working hours, will require legislation. The Labour Relations Commission proposals are cur-
rently subject to ballot by Union members. The Government will await the outcome to the bal-
lot but has indicated that it will take all necessary measures to secure the savings required in the 
public service pay bill which form part of the budget allocations and estimates for 2013 to 2016.

Public Sector Staff Remuneration

16/04/2013WRT02200527. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when public sector pay scales will be restored; if time served on existing pay scale points will 
be taken into account when increments resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17106/13]

16/04/2013WRT02300528. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way the new pay scales in the public sector will be determined, taking into account shift allow-
ances and bank holiday payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17107/13]

16/04/2013WRT02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 527 and 528 together.

Under the Labour Relations Commission proposals, which are currently the subject of bal-
lot, for those on salaries of €65,000 to €100,000 (inclusive of certain fixed allowances) will see 
the regular pay scales, at existing levels, reinstated in 2016, and incremental progression will 
resume. The model for the resumption of pay progression will be the subject of further discus-
sion and agreement between the parties in the event of the LRC proposals being ratified. For 
the purpose of determining who will be subject to this measure, certain fixed allowances in 
the nature of pay will be taken in to account. Premia payments are addressed separately in the 
proposals. 

Public Sector Pensions Issues

16/04/2013WRT02500529. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will outline what will happen to retired public servants pensions under Croke Park II; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17109/13]

16/04/2013WRT02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
will be aware it is the Government’s intention to secure a reduction in public service pensions. 
In this connection it has been decided that, w.e.f. 1 July 2013, public service pensioners on pen-
sions in excess of €32,500 should be required to make a fair and proportionate contribution to 
proposed consolidation measures, with the largest reductions being borne by those on higher 
pension rates.

It is intended to increase and extend the existing Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) 
so that all public service pensioners who have retired, or will retire before end August 2014, on 
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pensions in excess of €32,500, experience an additional or a new pension reduction of between 
2% and 5%. Pensions below €32,500 will not be affected. The precise details of the proposed 
new pension reduction, including the revised and new PSPR rates, will be set out in legislation 
to be brought forward before July 2013.

Departmental Expenditure

16/04/2013WRT02700530. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the performance against profile and estimate analysis is no longer provided in the month-
ly Exchequer statements under Appendix II - Analysis of Net Voted Expenditure for the current 
and capital spending of ministerial vote groups; if he will update the publications from January, 
February and March with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17133/13]

16/04/2013WRT02800531. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will ensure that the performance against profile analysis is included in future monthly Exche-
quer statements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17134/13]

16/04/2013WRT02900532. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide, in tabular form, the projected profile of estimates for capital and current spend-
ing on a monthly basis for each ministerial Vote group for 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17135/13]

16/04/2013WRT03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 530 to 532, inclusive, together.

Gross voted current and capital profiles were published on an aggregate basis with the end-
February Exchequer figures at the beginning of March. Gross current expenditure was profiled 
at €12,899 million and gross capital expenditure at €437 million giving an overall gross ag-
gregate profile of €13,336 million at end-March 2013.  In aggregate terms, gross expenditure 
is very slightly above profile by €97 million.  On the current side, the main reason for this was 
the timing of certain grant payments which arose in March but were profiled to happen in April.

These profiles were provisional and based on the allocations made to Departments at Budget 
time.  The Revised Estimates Volume (REV) will be published tomorrow, 17th April.  Revised 
profiles for all Ministerial Vote Groups based on the allocations set out in the Revised Estimates 
Volume will be published later this month.

16/04/2013WRU00275Public Sector Staff Numbers

16/04/2013WRU00300534. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
reduction in the number of staff in the civil and public service since he came to office; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17235/13]

16/04/2013WRU00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Historical 
data on public service staff numbers is available on my Department’s website (http://databank.
per.gov.ie/) from 1994 to Quarter 4 2012.

Between end-Quarter 1 2011 and end-Quarter 4 2012, public service numbers fell by 13,041 
(or 4.3%), from 303,903 to 290,861.  Data on serving numbers for Quarter 1 2013 is currently 
being collated.

The Government is committed to reducing public service numbers as part of its reform pro-
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gramme aimed at delivering a more customer focused, leaner, more efficient and better integrat-
ed public service.  The Government’s policy is largely achieved through the non-replacement 
of retiring staff, although the moratorium arrangements allow for exceptions, particularly in the 
education and health sectors, and for some other priority posts.

  Question No. 535 answered with Question  No. 509.

16/04/2013WRU00550National Procurement Service Framework Agreements

16/04/2013WRU00600536. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has 
considered the effect that companies being part of a larger purchasing group when tendering 
for NPS contracts is having on individual small and medium enterprises; the way he intends to 
address this problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17245/13]

16/04/2013WRU00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The national 
arrangements put in place by the National Procurement Service (NPS) are designed to enable 
the State to do more with less by aggregating procurement to secure better value for money.  
The majority of the aggregated arrangements are not new and have been available to the pub-
lic service for a number of years.  In utilising the national contracts, public bodies are able to 
take advantage of the NPS’s buying power and as a result can purchase supplies at competitive 
prices.  This facilitates ongoing service delivery within tighter operating budgets.

In relation to the potential impact of aggregated procurement arrangements, it is worth not-
ing that such arrangements can be implemented in a manner that achieves value for money and 
also facilitates SME access.  While certain categories of goods and services may be suited to 
single supplier arrangements (e.g. electricity and gas), it should not be taken that single supplier 
frameworks are to be accepted as the norm.  The greater use where appropriate of multi-supplier 
frameworks – for example the supply of managed print services - can address local supplier 
issues while also ensuring ongoing cost competitiveness of the framework itself.  In order to 
facilitate SMEs, the NPS has encouraged tenderers who did not have the capability in their own 
right of providing goods and services nationally to partner with other entities to satisfy this re-
quirement.  Such multi-supplier frameworks can also offer SMEs the opportunity to participate 
in national level contracts.

In order to encourage greater SME participation the NPS over the past 3 years has con-
ducted a targeted programme of education for suppliers who wish to learn more about doing 
business with the Irish Public Service.  This programme consists of seminars, workshops and 
large scale ‘meet the buyer’ events hosted nationwide.  Attendees could avail of educational 
seminars on a variety of topics ranging from the technicalities of public service procurement 
to procedures around consortia-building for SMEs.  To date the NPS has facilitated workshops 
and presented at seminars to over 3,000 SMEs nationwide.  In Parallel with these events the 
NPS also works closely with business representative bodies such as ISME and IBEC to provide 
briefings for their members.

16/04/2013WRU00750Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

16/04/2013WRU00800537. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his at-
tention has been drawn to the problem that small and medium enterprises are having in being 
unable to tender for contract because of protocol stating that they must have a turnover of at 
least €3 million even in situations where they are supplying the product at a cheaper price; his 
views on whether this process is supportive to SMEs; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [17324/13]

16/04/2013WRU00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are no 
centrally imposed requirements for a minimum turnover.  The Government recognises that the 
small and medium enterprise (SME) sector is very important to the economy and that public 
procurement can be a source of business for SMEs.  In this regard, my Department has issued 
public procurement guidelines (Circular 10/10) to public bodies which are aimed at facilitating 
greater participation of SMEs in public procurement opportunities.  In relation to suitability 
criteria, the guidelines stress that public bodies must ensure that any criteria/turnover levels set 
by them must be both justifiable and proportionate to the needs of the contract.

The assessment of a tenderer’s financial and economic standing is a key part of any procure-
ment process. Establishing the appropriate suitability criteria that are relevant and appropriate 
to a particular contract is, of course, a matter for the contracting authority concerned.  This is 
because the contracting authority is in the best position to gauge the appropriate levels of finan-
cial capacity that are appropriate to the needs of that specific contract.  Therefore there are no 
centrally imposed requirements for a minimum turnover.  Such requirements must logically be 
developed on a case by case basis with reference to the specific needs of the contract.

I have arranged for my Department to remind public bodies about this aspect of the public 
procurement guidance and the importance of contracting authorities ensuring they implement 
it appropriately.

Planning Issues

16/04/2013WRU01000538. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the transfer of a burial ground (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17377/13]

16/04/2013WRU01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The conveyancing of the property at Derrynane from the Commissioners of Public 
Works to Kerry County Council has been a complex legal process.  The key issue has been 
establishing title documentation.  I understand that the matter has progressed significantly in 
recent weeks and that contract documents have been returned to the Chief State Solicitor’s Of-
fice.  I am hopeful that the transfer can be concluded shortly.

16/04/2013WRU01150Insurance Coverage

16/04/2013WRU01200539. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will advise residents on the Clontarf Road, Dublin 3, on the way in which they can get home 
insurance on account of the fact that the insurance companies have designated this area as a 
flooding area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17700/13]

16/04/2013WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The decision to provide any specific form of insurance cover, and the price at which it 
is offered, is a commercial matter for insurance companies based on the assessment of the risks 
involved.

In order to assist and facilitate insurance companies in their assessment of flood risk, the 
OPW has been engaged with the insurance industry to agree a basis for the provision of infor-
mation on flood defence works and schemes that have been funded and completed by the OPW.  
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To progress this work a working group has been established between the OPW, the Irish Insur-
ance Federation (IIF) and representatives of several insurance companies.

In relation to Clontarf, Dublin City Council developed proposals for a flood defence scheme 
to provide protection against coastal flooding for which the OPW agreed to provide funding. 
However, when the proposals were exhibited to the public by the Council there were a number 
of objections and as a result the scheme did not proceed.  If alternative proposals are developed 
by the Council, they will be considered for funding by the OPW having regard to the overall 
availability of resources for flood risk management.

If a flood protection scheme does go ahead for Clontarf in due course, then, when com-
pleted, full details of the level and standard of protection provided by the scheme will be made 
available to the insurance industry which should facilitate the provision of insurance cover for 
those residents of the area who are experiencing difficulties in getting such cover at the moment.

Homeowners experiencing difficulties with flood insurance can contact the Irish Insurance 
Federation free Insurance Information Service.  Their service can be contacted at (01) 676 1914 
or by email at iis@iif.ie.

16/04/2013WRU01350International Summer Camp

16/04/2013WRU01400540. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will support the International Summer Camp due in August by the Order of Malta, Ireland 
(details supplied). [17706/13]

16/04/2013WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Commissioners of Public Works would be happy to facilitate the proposed Order 
of Malta Summer Camp in August of this year in the Phoenix Park subject to standard condi-
tions for this type of event and agreement on local arrangements.

  Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 510.

16/04/2013WRU01650Planning Issues

16/04/2013WRU01700542. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 164 of 27 February 2013, if he will expedite the transaction with 
Kerry County Council regarding the provision of a site for the proposed new cemetery on the 
grounds of Derrynane Abbey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17723/13]

16/04/2013WRU01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The conveyancing of the property at Derrynane from the Commissioners of Public 
Works to Kerry County Council has been a complex legal process.  The key issue has been 
establishing title documentation.  I understand that the matter has progressed significantly in 
recent weeks and that contract documents have been returned to the Chief State Solicitor’s Of-
fice.  I am hopeful that the transfer can be concluded shortly.

Corporate Governance

16/04/2013WRU01900543. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
views on whether there is any potential for a conflict of interest in situations in which the firm 
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acting as liquidator to a business is also the auditor or adviser to a business which is a debtor of 
the business in liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16039/13]

16/04/2013WRU02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A liquidator 
may be removed by the court if it can be shown that the liquidator is not acting in the best in-
terests of the liquidation.  Under section 228 of the Companies Act 1963, in the case of a court 
ordered liquidation, a liquidator appointed by the court may be removed by the court on cause 
shown. In the case of a voluntary liquidation, pursuant to section 277 of the Companies Act 
1963, the court may, on cause shown, remove a liquidator and appoint another liquidator.  An 
application to the court for removal of a liquidator may be made by any person who has a legiti-
mate interest in the outcome of the liquidation.

Pursuant to section 243 of the Companies Act 1963, during liquidation the court may make 
an order for the inspection of the books and papers of the company by creditors and contribu-
tories of the company.  Additionally, in accordance with section 57 of the Company Law En-
forcement Act 2001, the Director of Corporate Enforcement may, on his own motion or where 
a complaint has been made to him by a member, contributor or creditor of the company, request 
the liquidator to produce his or her books for examination.  Failure to comply with this request 
is an offence. 

In relation to the auditor of a company, auditors are subject to ethical requirements included 
in the APB (FRC) Ethical Standards for Auditors and in the Codes of Ethics adopted by the 
Recognised Accountancy Bodies (‘RABs’).  The Codes of Ethics adopted by the RABs derive 
from the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants’ (IESBA) Code of Ethics.  In 
general the ethical requirements provide that an auditor should: take reasonable steps to identify 
any threats to his or her independence and/or  possible conflicts of interest; evaluate any such 
threats including conflicts of interest; and take action to address any threats/conflicts of inter-
est identified including not undertaking the work giving rise to the threat/conflict of interest if 
deemed appropriate.

If in dealing with an accountant or auditor who is a member of  a prescribed accountancy 
body, a person, where not satisfied that the accountant or auditor has discharged his or her re-
sponsibilities fully and ethically, can make a complaint to the body in question, which must then 
apply its investigation and disciplinary procedures to the complaint. 

Where these procedures have been exhausted, that person can make a complaint to the Irish 
Auditing and Accounting Authority (‘IAASA’).  If IAASA has reason to believe that the body’s 
Investigation and Disciplinary Procedures may not have been complied with in that case, it 
may initiate an enquiry under the provisions of Section 23 of the Companies (Auditing and Ac-
counting) Act 2003.  Having completed such an enquiry, if IAASA is not satisfied that the body 
complied with its approved investigation and disciplinary procedures, IAASA may: annul all or 
part of a decision of that body relating to the matter, direct the body to conduct an investigation 
or a fresh investigation into the matter, require that body to pay to the Supervisory Authority an 
amount not exceeding €125,000

Under section 24 of the 2003 Act, following a complaint or on its own initiative, where, in 
its opinion, it is appropriate or in the public interest, IAASA can undertake an investigation into 
a possible breach of a prescribed accountancy body’s standards by a member. If such a breach is 
found by IAASA, it may impose any sanction to which the member is liable under the rules of 
the body and an amount towards the costs incurred by it investigating and determining the case.

16/04/2013WRU02050Company Law



16 April 2013

223

16/04/2013WRU02100544. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his 
plans to examine the so called prepack receiverships to address concerns that companies are 
being bought out of debt by their existing owners, with limited marketing of the business to 
other potential buyers, while smaller creditors are being excluded from the process.  [16280/13]

16/04/2013WRU02200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): At the mo-
ment, my immediate priority in the company law area is to work for an early enactment of the 
Companies Bill 2012, which was published on the 21st of December last and is due to begin 
its passage through this House next week.  Once on the statute book, the Companies Bill will 
introduce a modern company law code for Ireland and bring significant benefits to business.  
The Bill has been many years in the making and I am keen now to have it in force at the earliest 
opportunity. 

However, I am aware of the issues that the Deputy has raised with regard to the conduct of 
receiverships and I have asked my officials to give them consideration.

16/04/2013WRU02250Work Permit Applications

16/04/2013WRU02300545. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there is a limit on the amount of work permits issued each year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17095/13]

16/04/2013WRU02400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since 2004, 
Irish labour market policy has been to ensure that general labour and skills needs are met from 
within the workforce of the European Economic Area (EEA).  Current Government policy is to 
issue employment permits for the employment of non-EEA nationals for specific vacancies and 
in response to employer demand for strategic skills and labour shortages in designated occupa-
tions in key economic sectors.

The numbers of employment permit applications submitted and issued have dropped since 
2009 in line with economic conditions and the narrowing of eligible job categories and sectors 
where it was considered that a sufficient supply of labour exists.  Where labour supply with the 
desired skills is difficult to source within the EEA, an Employment Permit may be sought for a 
third country national. 

While Ireland does not operate a quota system, it is Government policy to issue Employ-
ment Permits for the employment of non-EEA nationals for specific vacancies and in response 
to employer demand for strategic skills and labour shortages in designated occupations in key 
economic sectors such as healthcare, information technology and financial services.

In the past when Ireland experienced both labour and skills shortages, the eligible occu-
pation categories were broad enough to provide for an expanding economy and these labour 
market shortages.  As labour market conditions deteriorated, the eligible occupation categories 
were narrowed and other restrictions applied in line with the decline in employment opportuni-
ties and the emergence of an oversupply of labour.

Eligible and ineligible categories of occupations for Employment Permits are determined, 
in line with the regular analyses of the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (http://www.skill-
sireland.ie/), Enterprise Development Agencies, and industry, with regard to labour market 
requirements.  These recently updated categories can be viewed at http://www.djei.ie/labour/
workpermits.

On 10 April last, I announced a series of reforms to the EP system designed to encourage 
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Ireland’s attractiveness as a location for international mobile talent, particularly in the ICT sec-
tor.  The reforms include:

- reduction of 33% in the processing time for employment permits,

- Improvements in the appeals process and a reduction in the number of appeals,

- Broadening the highly-skilled eligible occupations list, and

- Improved customer service and communications.

In 2012, a total of 2,918 employment permits were issued and 1,088 were renewed com-
pared to 7,307 employment permits issued and 16,580 renewed in 2006.

16/04/2013WRU02450Job Protection

16/04/2013WRU02500546. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he has 
received any communications in relation to concerns that 100 jobs are at risk in a legitimate 
tobacco factory in Mullingar, County Westmeath, if draft EU proposals on tobacco are agreed 
which mandates a minimum pack size of 40g for roll your own tobacco; if the Department of 
Health consulted the Minister with responsibility for jobs, on the positive and negative impact 
of the draft tobacco products directive in Ireland and in particular on the impact on legitimate 
jobs in Mullingar; if so, his response; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16054/13]

16/04/2013WRU02600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The 2001 To-
bacco Products Directive concerns the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco products 
in the EU.  Last December, following extensive consultation with stakeholders, including a 
public consultation, the European Commission published a proposal for a new EU Tobacco 
Products Directive.  The proposal is currently being discussed and negotiated at the European 
Parliament and Council of Ministers and may be subject to change based on these discussions.  
I understand from the Minister for Health that the ultimate purpose of the proposal is to reduce 
the numbers of people smoking.

As Minister for Jobs I am acutely aware of the importance of protecting and retaining jobs 
across all areas of economic activity. In this respect, I confirm that I received representations in 
relation to concerns that 100 jobs are at risk in Mullingar, which I have already brought to the 
attention of the Minister for Health.  I also confirm that Minister Reilly has consulted with me 
and my Department on the proposal for a revised Tobacco Products Directive.  The proposed 
Directive is relevant to a number of policy areas within my Department and I will be reverting 
to Minister Reilly shortly with my considered views in relation to it.

16/04/2013WRU02650Job Creation Numbers

16/04/2013WRU02700547. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide a breakdown of the level of employment, job losses and job creation in companies 
supported by the Industrial Development Agency and Enterprise Ireland for each of the past 
five years on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16088/13]

16/04/2013WRU02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Details of the 
number of full time jobs existing, created and lost in IDA and Enterprise Ireland client compa-
nies are set out in the tabular statements, which are drawn from the Forfás Annual Employment 
Survey. 
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I am pleased to say that the Agencies’ End of Year Statements indicate that 2012 was a good 
year for job creation in Agency-supported companies.  IDA client companies created 12,722 
gross new jobs (6,750 net new jobs).  The IDA client base in Ireland now employs 152,785 
people, a level last recorded before the global financial crisis began in 2008.  Clients of Enter-
prise Ireland created 12,861 gross new jobs (3,338 net new jobs – the highest net gain for Irish 
companies since 2006).

Table 1 -   Level of employment, job losses and job creation in companies supported by 
Enterprise Ireland (PFT = Permanent Full Time)

County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Carlow PFT Jobs 2,423 1,965 1,952 2,106 2,137

PFT Gains 223 40 225 253 152
PFT 
Losses

306 498 238 99 121

Cavan PFT Jobs 4,645 3,995 3,925 4,021 4,151
PFT Gains 335 89 196 369 374
PFT 
Losses

372 739 266 273 244

Clare PFT Jobs 1,812 1,547 1,618 1,552 1,580
PFT Gains 86 50 202 94 133
PFT 
Losses

181 315 131 160 105

Cork PFT Jobs 19,408 17,287 16,411 17,784 18,629
PFT Gains 1,320 1,143 1,160 1,997 1,663
PFT 
Losses

1,440 3,264 2,036 624 818

Donegal PFT Jobs 3,342 2,767 2,662 2,784 2,655
PFT Gains 270 164 218 301 180
PFT 
Losses

463 739 323 179 309

Dublin PFT Jobs 54,961 50,318 48,859 49,477 50,159
PFT Gains 4,704 3,864 4,535 3,938 4,097
PFT 
Losses

6,071 8,507 5,994 3,320 3,415

Galway PFT Jobs 6,107 5,470 5,494 5,901 6,063
PFT Gains 532 386 617 855 572
PFT 
Losses

818 1,023 593 448 410

Kerry PFT Jobs 3,415 3,156 3,092 3,230 3,318
PFT Gains 260 172 142 232 194
PFT 
Losses

381 431 206 94 106

Kildare PFT Jobs 4,736 4,698 4,450 5,160 5,450
PFT Gains 351 476 295 1,082 534
PFT 
Losses

683 514 543 372 244

Kilkenny PFT Jobs 3,722 3,071 2,920 2,869 3,089
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County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
PFT Gains 176 74 140 150 320
PFT 
Losses

386 725 291 201 100

Laois PFT Jobs 1,390 1,106 1,059 991 929
PFT Gains 93 23 76 158 76
PFT 
Losses

169 307 123 226 138

Leitrim PFT Jobs 726 575 537 536 574
PFT Gains 44 11 31 46 54
PFT 
Losses

85 162 69 47 16

Limerick PFT Jobs 7,311 6,337 6,113 6,048 6,279
PFT Gains 498 344 418 289 684
PFT 
Losses

1,075 1,318 642 354 453

Longford PFT Jobs 1,864 1,693 1,575 1,529 1,557
PFT Gains 141 120 74 86 116
PFT 
Losses

161 291 192 132 88

Louth PFT Jobs 5,257 4,523 4,247 4,225 4,328
PFT Gains 472 205 255 389 299
PFT 
Losses

624 939 531 411 196

Mayo PFT Jobs 3,297 3,106 2,942 3,127 3,054
PFT Gains 289 203 144 716 197
PFT 
Losses

432 394 308 531 270

Meath PFT Jobs 4,740 4,294 4,288 4,450 4,771
PFT Gains 325 350 301 362 615
PFT 
Losses

592 796 307 200 294

Monaghan PFT Jobs 4,093 3,236 3,195 3,311 3,463
PFT Gains 341 74 252 391 294
PFT 
Losses

1,041 931 293 275 142

Offaly PFT Jobs 3,353 2,749 2,730 2,731 2,699
PFT Gains 689 100 266 173 139
PFT 
Losses

386 704 285 172 171

Roscommon PFT Jobs 1,646 1,323 1,191 1,165 1,119
PFT Gains 39 37 46 108 29
PFT 
Losses

391 360 178 134 75

Sligo PFT Jobs 1,560 1,271 1,281 1,332 1,508
PFT Gains 87 74 131 140 247
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County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
PFT 
Losses

149 363 121 89 71

Tipperary 
North 
Riding

PFT Jobs 2,522 2,166 2,221 2,293 2,162

PFT Gains 91 23 161 127 49
PFT 
Losses

658 379 106 55 180

Tipperary 
South 
Riding

PFT Jobs 3,373 2,837 2,641 2,187 2,151

PFT Gains 321 56 80 123 81
PFT 
Losses

392 592 276 577 117

Waterford PFT Jobs 5,093 3,914 3,919 4,217 4,063
PFT Gains 492 317 431 909 692
PFT 
Losses

902 1,496 426 611 846

Westmeath PFT Jobs 2,948 2,242 2,151 2,181 2,352
PFT Gains 379 92 154 340 275
PFT 
Losses

374 798 245 310 104

Wexford PFT Jobs 4,250 4,010 3,942 3,793 3,881
PFT Gains 368 310 222 191 385
PFT 
Losses

448 550 290 340 297

Wicklow PFT Jobs 3,928 3,263 3,137 3,122 3,339
PFT Gains 265 91 215 204 410
PFT 
Losses

663 756 341 219 193

Table 2 - Level of employment, job losses and job creation in companies supported by 
IDA Ireland (PFT = Permanent Full Time)

County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Carlow PFT Jobs 457 431 316 391 506

PFT Gains 74 49 87 75 116
PFT 
Losses

28 75 202 0 1

Cavan PFT Jobs 1,071 1,033 1,035 1,016 1,020
PFT Gains 32 18 52 3 43
PFT 
Losses

26 56 50 22 39

Clare PFT Jobs 1,180 1,210 1,219 1,213 1,222
PFT Gains 140 123 30 27 37
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County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
PFT 
Losses

16 93 21 33 28

Cork PFT Jobs 21,293 20,031 20,457 21,547 22,535
PFT Gains 2,116 1,108 1,393 1,990 1,979
PFT 
Losses

1,489 2,370 967 900 991

Donegal PFT Jobs 1,663 1,697 1,633 1,882 2,050
PFT Gains 67 63 152 271 186
PFT 
Losses

48 29 216 22 18

Dublin PFT Jobs 53,344 48,813 48,545 52,014 55,344
PFT Gains 4,351 2,284 5,037 6,864 6,389
PFT 
Losses

4,250 6,815 5,305 3,395 3,059

Galway PFT Jobs 9,803 9,168 9,447 10,325 10,887
PFT Gains 636 442 789 1,047 859
PFT 
Losses

764 1,077 510 169 297

Kerry PFT Jobs 1,798 1,407 1,313 1,294 1,360
PFT Gains 86 25 50 163 74
PFT 
Losses

108 416 144 182 8

Kildare PFT Jobs 10,610 9,127 9,937 9,828 9,515
PFT Gains 113 30 1,228 398 176
PFT 
Losses

626 1,513 418 507 489

Kilkenny PFT Jobs 468 356 371 399 579
PFT Gains 1 0 17 33 180
PFT 
Losses

9 112 2 5 0

Laois PFT Jobs 109 115 124 100 79
PFT Gains 0 17 10 3 2
PFT 
Losses

20 11 1 27 23

Leitrim PFT Jobs 1,013 988 972 780 629
PFT Gains 35 5 65 7 1
PFT 
Losses

43 30 81 199 152

Limerick PFT Jobs 8,624 6,280 5,971 6,072 6,373
PFT Gains 286 172 163 233 400
PFT 
Losses

694 2,516 472 132 99

Longford PFT Jobs 847 781 658 608 632
PFT Gains 30 8 4 0 24
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County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
PFT 
Losses

88 74 127 50 0

Louth PFT Jobs 1,529 1,317 1,024 1,075 1,416
PFT Gains 75 33 43 109 386
PFT 
Losses

212 245 336 58 45

Mayo PFT Jobs 3,010 2,948 3,112 3,094 3,162
PFT Gains 132 97 183 69 126
PFT 
Losses

126 159 19 87 58

Meath PFT Jobs 1,270 1,116 1,075 1,100 1,065
PFT Gains 132 30 38 53 68
PFT 
Losses

307 184 79 28 103

Monaghan PFT Jobs 351 353 367 282 275
PFT Gains 15 19 28 0 3
PFT 
Losses

14 17 14 85 10

Offaly PFT Jobs 1,193 1,087 828 772 802
PFT Gains 29 22 25 31 31
PFT 
Losses

55 128 284 87 1

Roscommon PFT Jobs 946 855 804 843 896
PFT Gains 41 0 12 51 53
PFT 
Losses

0 91 63 12 0

Sligo PFT Jobs 2,273 2,190 1,999 2,041 2,052
PFT Gains 103 54 53 93 149
PFT 
Losses

64 137 244 51 138

Tipperary North 
Riding

PFT Jobs 550 362 277 296 290

PFT Gains 13 0 14 22 0
PFT 
Losses

46 188 99 3 6

Tipperary South 
Riding

PFT Jobs 3,217 3,376 3,255 3,060 2,915

PFT Gains 262 252 56 84 10
PFT 
Losses

26 93 177 279 155

Waterford PFT Jobs 6,079 5,622 5,329 4,637 4,526
PFT Gains 176 112 146 72 75
PFT 
Losses

483 569 439 764 186

Westmeath PFT Jobs 2,053 1,804 1,892 2,030 2,252
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County Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
PFT Gains 134 231 128 194 252
PFT 
Losses

222 480 40 56 30

Wexford PFT Jobs 2,147 2,071 2,178 2,182 2,187
PFT Gains 120 14 174 51 111
PFT 
Losses

73 90 67 47 106

Wicklow PFT Jobs 2,559 2,328 2,167 1,986 1,936
PFT Gains 53 39 13 66 60
PFT 
Losses

327 270 174 247 110

16/04/2013WRU02850Appointments to State Boards

16/04/2013WRU02900548. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of chief executive officers in State and semi-State agencies serving on a first fixed term 
contract at present; the number of such contracts that will terminate in the next year; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that if such a CEO is reappointed on the basis of a second 
contract, the person will be entitled to a contract of indefinite duration and if he will therefore 
insist, that on termination of first contracts, such positions be filled by open competition in-
cluding interview by an independent board appointed by him which will assess the merits and 
qualifications of the candidates.  [16211/13]

16/04/2013WRU03000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Appointments 
to positions of Chief Executive Officer of State Agencies are a matter for the boards of the agen-
cies concerned.  I am satisfied that the current procedures for appointment of CEOs are appro-
priate having regard to the skills and qualifications required for the positions.  In making such 
appointments agencies are required to comply with all aspects of employment law including 
those relating to fixed term contracts.  I am satisfied that the agencies under my Department’s 
remit have properly observed all legal requirements in this regard, and that they are aware of 
the risks of non-compliance.  I will, however, ask the agencies to contact the Deputy directly in 
relation to the current contractual status of their CEO.

16/04/2013WRU03050Job Creation Numbers

16/04/2013WRU03100549. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of jobs created to date, excluding those in administering the scheme, by loans made 
form the microenterprise loans fund.  [16402/13]

16/04/2013WRU03200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Microfinance 
Ireland (MFI) began operating in October 2012.  At close of business on the 25th March 2013, 
41 loans have been approved by MFI, which in turn support 112 jobs.  Of these, 28 loans have 
been approved via the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) which support 75.5 jobs.

It is my intention that progress reports on the Microenterprise Loan Fund will be published 
via the MFI website microfinanceireland.ie and on my Department’s website enterprise.gov.ie 
on a quarterly basis.
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16/04/2013WRU03250Departmental Bodies

16/04/2013WRU03300550. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of additional staff posts created in Microfinance Ireland to promote and process appli-
cations from the microenterprise loans fund.  [16403/13]

16/04/2013WRU03400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Microfinance 
Ireland opened for business on 1st October 2012, and as of 11th April 2013, seven staff are em-
ployed by Microfinance Ireland (MFI).  On the 22nd April a new systems and finance position 
will be filled bringing the total number of staff employed by MFI to 8.

MFI also has an external assessor panel of ten credit assessors depending on application 
volumes so they can ensure a satisfactory turnaround for applicants.

It is my intention that progress reports on the Microenterprise Loan Fund will be published 
via the MFI website microfinanceireland.ie and on my Department’s website enterprise.gov.ie 
on a quarterly basis.

16/04/2013WRU03450Departmental Reports

16/04/2013WRU03500551. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views 
on a report entitled Feasibility Study for Making Ireland a World Centre for Managing and 
Trading in Intellectual Property; when this report will be published; the main conclusions and 
actionable recommendations of said report; when these recommendations will be implemented; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16514/13]

16/04/2013WRU03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): In order to 
deliver on a commitment in the Programme for Government which was further articulated in 
the Action Plan for Jobs 2012, the Department commissioned a Feasibility Study to examine 
what structures and policies could be developed to make Ireland a world centre for managing 
and trading in intellectual property.  Following a competitive procurement procedure, Deloitte 
was awarded the contract to undertake the Feasibility Study.

The objectives of the study were: to identify and describe the emerging trends in IP Portfolio 
Management in corporations globally; and taking account of such global emerging trends, to 
identify options and models for Ireland to leverage its existing strengths to become an inter-
nationally attractive centre for managing and trading in IP, such that this could realise an eco-
nomic and jobs potential.

Deloitte’s work was overseen by a Steering Group which was chaired by the Department 
and with representatives from Forfás, IDA, Enterprise Ireland and Science Foundation Ireland.  
The Study was presented by Deloitte to the Department in final format in January 2013 and is 
now being considered by officials in the Department.  Following this consideration, proposals 
will be developed regarding the next steps to be taken resulting from the findings of the Study.

16/04/2013WRU03650Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRU03700552. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
cost incurred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St. 
Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16610/13]
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16/04/2013WRU03800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): This year saw 
the introduction of the Government’s Ministerial-led St. Patrick’s Day “Promote Ireland” Pro-
gramme, which saw 19 Government Ministers travel to 21 countries across North America, 
Europe, the Middle East and Asia for a series of trade, investment and tourism-focused pro-
grammes.

Ministers participated in over 150 business-related events, 30+ high-level political meetings 
– including bilaterals with US President Barack Obama and US Secretary of State John Kerry 
– along with cultural, networking and Irish community events throughout the St. Patrick’s Day 
period. Hundreds of companies participated in events and meetings as part of this Ministerial-
led Programme.

As part of the Programme, I travelled to Germany for a 4-day programme in Munich, Co-
logne and Dusseldorf, which included an event in Munich with 100 companies, 8 meetings with 
IDA and Enterprise Ireland target companies, 3 Bord Bia events as well as a meeting with Prof 
Brend Venohr, a renowned expert on the Mittelstand sector of mid-sized employment-intensive 
companies.  The programme, which is the 14th major trade/investment mission I have under-
taken in 24 months in office, also included a series of Irish community/cultural events.

My colleague, Minister Perry travelled to Scotland, participating in a range of trade, tourism 
and cultural events in both Edinburgh and Glasgow.  These included meeting with Enterprise 
Ireland client companies who have a strong Scottish presence.

The costs incurred by my Department in respect of both these trips relate to flights, accom-
modation and subsistence in respect of both Minister Perry and I and our respective Private 
Secretaries.  The costs are set out in the following table:

Minister Trip Flights Hotel Subsis-
tence

Other 
Transport*

Total

Minister 
Brutonplus 
Private 
Secretary

Germany
16-20 
March

€994.62 €802.00 €299.83 €24.00 €2,120.45

Minister 
Perryplus 
Private 
Secretary

Scotland
13-17 
March

€269.96 €1,154.47 €439.24 €76.80 €1,940.47

*Relates to miscellaneous travel costs incurred such as taxis.

Graduate Support Schemes

16/04/2013WRU03900553. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the steps 
he has taken to assist graduates to secure employment here when they complete their studies, 
rather than have our best talent exit the country. [16661/13]

16/04/2013WRU04000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The quality 
and talent of Irish graduates is one of the factors that has consistently made Ireland attractive 
for foreign direct investment. For indigenous Irish firms, also, talented graduates are crucial in 
the drive to develop innovative products and services and compete in an ever-changing market 
place.

Through the Action Plan for Jobs, the Government is providing the basis for increased em-
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ployment opportunities for graduates, particularly in growing and emerging sectors that rely on 
high knowledge and skills levels.  The Action Plan includes a number of measures that specifi-
cally support graduates.  

In relation to my own Department, Enterprise Ireland operates programmes such as Gradu-
ates 4 International Growth, which is assists companies with ambitious growth plans in key 
markets to create one or more entry-level graduate market researcher positions.  Graduate mar-
ket researchers work overseas for 12 months to complete a project related to the company’s 
growth plans in the overseas market.

Enterprise Ireland also runs the New Frontiers   programme, which is an entrepreneur devel-
opment programme delivered at a local level by the Institutes of Technology.  The programme 
provides successful applicants with a package of supports to help accelerate their business ideas 
and to equip them with the skills and contacts necessary to successfully start and grow their 
company. It may be of particular interest to new graduates.

Science Foundation Ireland continue to promote the study of science, technology, engineer-
ing and maths (STEM) disciplines, to ensure that graduates have the knowledge and skills to 
avail of opportunities in high value-added sectors. 

The Action Plan for Jobs also includes commitments to support graduates in specific sectors 
such as the food industry and ICT.  One of the ambitions outlined in the Action Plan is that, by 
2018, Ireland will have the highest percentage of computing graduates as a proportion of all 
tertiary graduates.  That process will begin in 2013 through a process of increased programme 
places, reskilling and conversion courses, and through targeted migration of key skills groups.

In the area of labour market activation, the JobBridge scheme operated by the Minister for 
Social Protection has proven to be very successful in providing opportunities for young gradu-
ates to get valuable employment experience.  A recent review of the scheme, carried out by 
Indecon consultants, found that more than half of participants had gone on to paid employment 
after their internships ends.

State Bodies Mergers

16/04/2013WRU04100554. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation when 
the National Consumer Agency will be merged with other State agencies; the reason a new 
chief executive was appointed to the National Consumer Agency; the length of time of their 
contract; their role when the agency is merged; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16866/13]

16/04/2013WRU04200Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Work on draft-
ing the Consumer and Competition Bill is on-going and the Bill is included in the “A list” in the 
Government’s current Legislative Programme.

In addition to merging the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority, the 
Bill will, inter alia, update and reform competition law on foot a review of the operation and 
implementation of the Competition Act 2002, give effect to the recommendations of the Advi-
sory Group on Media Mergers and introduce enabling provisions for a code of practice for the 
grocery goods sector.

The merger of the two bodies is aimed at ensuring improved co-ordination of the two policy 
areas.  Enforcing both competition and consumer laws will give the newly merged body syner-
gies and efficiencies in carrying out its functions.  This will have benefits for consumers due to 
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the existence of a stronger and more co-ordinated body dealing with consumer and competition 
issues.

As regards the appointment of a new Chief Executive to the National Consumer Agency, 
that post is a statutory position under the Consumer Protection Act, 2007.  Following the deci-
sion of the previous CEO not to take up the offer of a new contract, sanction was received from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to recruit a new Chief Executive given the 
need to ensure that the specific statutory functions of the CEO under the 2007 Act could con-
tinue to be carried out.  These include important functions such as being the accountable officer 
of the Agency before the Public Accounts Committee of the Dáil and other relevant Committees 
of the Oireachtas, managing the staff, administration and business of the Agency, reporting to 
the Board of the Agency in relation to performance of the Agency’s statutory functions etc. It 
is essential that these statutory functions continue to be carried out until the Agency is formally 
merged with the Competition Authority.

The new CEO’s contract is for a period of five years.  At the time of the advertisement for 
the CEO post, it was specifically indicated that the successful appointee would also be appoint-
ed as a Member-designate of the merged body.  When the merged body is formally established, 
following enactment of the Consumer and Competition Bill, the CEO will act as a Member of 
the new body. 

In appointing Ms. Isolde Goggin as Chairperson of the Competition Authority, I also ap-
pointed her to act as Chairperson-Designate of the merged body. The appointment of the Chair-
person as Chairperson-Designate and the new CEO of the NCA and the existing Members of 
the Competition Authority as Members Designate of the proposed Consumer and Competition 
Authority is intended to allow both bodies to work together to bring their collective strengths, 
expertise and experience to bear so as to ensure that the transition to the merged body is as 
smooth as possible.

16/04/2013WRV00150Industrial Property Portfolio

16/04/2013WRV00200555. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he will 
provide an update on Industrial Development Agency lands in an area (details supplied); if he 
will provide a breakdown of the location and size of these lands by town; the current marketing 
strategy for each of these sites; if he will give details of the progress made to date in securing 
investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16875/13]

16/04/2013WRV00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The manage-
ment of IDA Ireland’s property portfolio is a day to day operational matter for the Agency and 
not one in which I have a function. 

IDA Ireland has informed me that it continues to promote its property portfolio in Arklow 
and Greystones, as well as other public and private parks in other locations in County Wicklow, 
in collaboration with the Enterprise staff in Wicklow County Council.  

The IDA Arklow Business and Technology Park extends to approximately 32 Hectares, ac-
cessed directly from the N11, and is an IDA Flagship Park.  The Park has been designed and 
landscaped to a very high standard, including full services infrastructure to suit future invest-
ment in manufacturing and international services sectors.  There are approximately 19.8 Hect-
ares of serviced lands available for development which are being marketed for potential foreign 
direct investment (FDI).

IDA Ireland’s strategic greenfield site is located in Greystones, Co. Wicklow and extends 
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to approximately 17.9 Hectares of serviced lands available for development.  In 2012 IDA 
completed the transfer of approximately 2.88 Hectares of its lands to Procap, Wicklow Plastics 
Limited, who are now in full on site operation.

The IDA Ireland Bray Business Park is owned by Bray Town Council and there are cur-
rently no marketable lands remaining for development.

In the current economic climate the delivery of new and non-traditional investment and 
employment opportunities is essential in the on-going economic recovery.  In this context IDA 
Ireland has taken the decision to open up its land holdings in a number of locations nationally. 

The Agency has also indicated that it would consider opportunities to utilise its Wicklow 
portfolio to attract other non-traditional type investments into the region, investments which 
do not fall under the general remit of IDA Ireland or Enterprise Ireland but which could create 
investment and employment opportunities.  Accordingly, IDA Ireland currently has approxi-
mately 10.4 Hectares of its Greystones portfolio on the open market through a National Agent 
and is currently in negotiations with prospective clients.

There are 17 IDA client companies in County Wicklow which have created 2,267 full and 
part time jobs and, with the improved infrastructure that is now in place, contribute to the at-
tractiveness of the East region for future investment.  On 7th December 2012, Nypro Healthcare 
announced that it is to further expand its medical device operations in Bray, Co. Wicklow with 
the opening of a new medical device development centre and the creation of 100 new high 
quality jobs.

16/04/2013WRV00350Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

16/04/2013WRV00400556. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of funding that was provided by Enterprise Ireland to businesses operating in an area 
(detailed supplied) in 2011 and 2012 and to date in 2013; and the number of companies in this 
area that Enterprise Ireland is currently supporting and working with.  [16876/13]

16/04/2013WRV00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Since the be-
ginning of 2011, Enterprise Ireland (EI) has paid approximately €4.7m in support of companies 
in County Wicklow to help them grow their sales and exports and improve innovation and new 
product development in order that they can compete on world markets.

In 2012, there were 3,339 people employed on a full time basis in the 177 Enterprise Ireland 
client companies in Co. Wicklow.  In addition, 424 people were employed on a part-time/con-
tract basis.  In 2012, Enterprise Ireland paid almost €2.1m to support client companies in the 
county.  In 2011, EI paid €1.89m to its client companies.  To date in 2013, the agency has paid 
€793,634 in support of its client companies.

Enterprise Ireland activity is focussed on the creation of new jobs through supporting en-
trepreneurs in manufacturing and internationally traded services and who are setting up new 
High Potential Start-Up Companies.  The agency supported and showcased four HPSU’s in the 
county in 2012. EI works in close consultation and co-operation with other Agencies in the area, 
including IDA Ireland, Wicklow County Enterprise Board, as well as with Wicklow County 
Council to address development and infrastructural deficits in the county.  The development 
of community based enterprise centres is a crucial part of the drive to create new regional en-
terprise and Enterprise Ireland works closely with the local Communities in County Wicklow, 
as well as with other organisations in this regard.  The objective of the Community Enterprise 
Centre Programme is to enhance the development of an enterprise climate through the provi-
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sion of infrastructural facilities to support the establishment and expansion of micro enterprises 
through local community participation. EI has supported the development of two such centres 
in the county, at Arklow and Wicklow Town.

16/04/2013WRV00550Renewable Energy Generation

16/04/2013WRV00600557. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount that Enterprise Ireland has invested or provided in grant aid to an ocean energy devel-
oper (details supplied); if he will also list other investments or grant aid provided by Enterprise 
Ireland in other ocean wave energy developers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17023/13]

16/04/2013WRV00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Ocean 
Energy Development Unit, established in Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) in 
2009, is charged with co-ordinating the relevant activities of State agencies and initiating other 
measures to promote and develop the sector. Companies in the early-stage development of 
ocean wave energy projects are assisted by the SEAI.  Where appropriate, Enterprise Ireland 
will work with their colleagues in SEAI to assist companies in the commercialisation of a vali-
dated technology.  In such cases, Enterprise Ireland’s role is to assist the promoters develop 
their business proposition, including their funding strategy and to make introductions to Irish 
and international Seed and Venture Capital funders. 

Between 2007 and 2009, Enterprise Ireland approved funding to the ocean energy developer 
concerned.  I am informed by Enterprise Ireland that they made payments of €984,619.27, to 
the company in question. In addition, Enterprise Ireland has paid €669,377.07 to four other 
ocean wave energy developers.

16/04/2013WRV00750Employment Appeals Tribunal

16/04/2013WRV00800558. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the circum-
stances in which the Employment Appeals Tribunal acceptslate appeals; if the other party is 
automatically notified of such an appeal and given an opportunity to refute the late basis of the 
claim; and the systems that are in place to deal with the logging of an appeal by the deadline.  
[17050/13]

16/04/2013WRV00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Employ-
ment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I 
have no direct involvement in its day to day operations.

The various pieces of legislation under which the Tribunal has jurisdiction to hear cases 
set out the time limits for initiating claims or appeals with the Tribunal.  Under the Unfair 
Dismissal and the Redundancy Payments Acts the Tribunal has discretion to extend the time 
for bringing a claim.  In Unfair Dismissal cases the employee has six months from the date of 
dismissal to lodge a claim.  However, the Tribunal, in exceptional circumstances, can extend 
the period for up to a year.  In Redundancy Payment cases the time limit can be extended from 
one year to two years when reasonable cause is shown.  Any issue concerning the extension of 
the statutory time limits in relation to the referral of a complaint to the Tribunal is a matter for 
the Division of the Tribunal hearing the case on the day of the hearing.

The Tribunal also hears appeals from the recommendations or decision of Rights Commis-
sioners.  The time limit for lodging the appeal depends on the relevant legislation and will be 
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either 4 or 6 weeks from the date the Rights Commissioners Recommendation was communi-
cated.  The Tribunal does not have discretion to extend this period.

All claims/appeals are logged as received on the date the complaint is received in the Tri-
bunal.  The respondent is served a copy of the claim/appeal form along with a blank Notice of 
Appearance Form (T2).  The Form T2 gives the respondent an opportunity to furnish a sum-
mary of the defence of the claim/appeal or alternatively concede the claim/appeal.  All issues 
regarding a late lodgement of a claim will be a matter for the Division of the Tribunal on the 
day of the hearing.

16/04/2013WRV00950Employment Strategy for Persons with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRV01000559. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
intends to develop a comprehensive employment strategy for persons with disabilities; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17179/13]

16/04/2013WRV01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Significant 
changes to Departmental responsibility have occurred in recent years which place key activa-
tion, community employment, vocational training, placement services and other supports, in-
cluding employer awareness and supports related to the employment of people with disabilities 
outside the remit of my Department. 

The employment and community employment services of FÁS (formerly within the remit 
of the Department of Enterprise Trade and Innovation) and of the Community Welfare Service 
(formerly within the Health Service Executive (HSE) have been integrated within the Depart-
ment of Social Protection (DSP) in 2011-2012.

Current Government employment policies and strategies for which I have responsibility, 
including the Action Plan for Jobs, are designed to be all-inclusive throughout the workforce 
and apply across sectors of the economy.  Enterprise support provided by my Department and 
its agencies is available to all, including persons with disabilities.  My Department would, how-
ever, input to such a strategy.

My Department has commissioned disability audit reports and implemented a significant 
number of the recommendations in order to ensure insofar as is reasonably practicable that our 
buildings are as accessible as possible to all members of the public.  My Department exceeded 
the requirement to employ three per cent of persons with a disability for 2011 and continues to 
monitor performance in this regard.  As required under Part 5 of the Disability Act 2005, the 
Department’s Monitoring Committee met on several occasions in 2012 to monitor the three per 
cent target for the employment of people with disabilities in the Department’s agencies.  The 
Committee submitted its Report via the Minister to the NDA by 30th June 2012.  Public bodies 
under the aegis of the Department will shortly be requested to report on the data collection for 
2012.  The Department’s Monitoring Committee will consider the data and compile the report 
for submission to the Minister and the NDA by 30th June 2013.

16/04/2013WRV01150International Labour Conference

16/04/2013WRV01200560. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide details of all material from the Irish delegation to the International Labour 
Organisation’s 2012 annual conference, including minutes of meetings, reports and all informa-
tion and reports relating to Ireland’s compliance with all ILO conventions.  [17195/13]
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16/04/2013WRV01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The 101st Ses-
sion of the International Labour Conference, 2012 took place from 30th May – 14th June, 2012.  
The Irish Government sent a tripartite delegation to the Conference comprised of Government 
delegates and delegates from IBEC and ICTU.

The following Committees took place during the ILC: Committee on the Application of 
Standards; Elaboration of an autonomous recommendation on the Social Protection Floor (sin-
gle discussion, standard setting); Committee on Youth Employment (general discussion); A 
recurrent discussion on the strategic objective of fundamental principles and rights at work.

All reports in relation to each Committee, and the outcomes of the Committees, are avail-
able on the ILO’s website www.ILO.org.  Specifically the following link: http://www.ilo.org/ilc/
ILCSessions/101stSession/lang--en/index.htm.

The Government delegates covered the Committee on Youth Employment and the recurrent 
discussion on the strategic objective of fundamental principles and rights at work.

They also monitored the difficulties that arose on the Committee on the Application of 
Standards (CAS).  The CAS regularly examines the application of standards in ILO member 
countries, and points out areas where they can be better applied. 

In June, 2012 the CAS, for the first time in the history of the ILO, could not reach agree-
ment on the list of country cases for discussion and examination.  The country list is a matter 
that can only be decided by the Social Partners.  In this instance, the Employers had an issue 
with cases that referred to the right to strike i.e. Convention No. 87 (Freedom of Association 
and Protection of the Right to Organise, 1948) and Convention No. 98 (Right to Organise and 
Collective Bargaining, 1949).  Considerable discussions were held by the ILO office and the 
Social Partners at that time, but no agreement could be reached to move the stalemate forward 
during the 2012 ILC.  It remains to be seen if there will be a country case list for discussion at 
this year’s ILC. 

During the third week of the Conference, my colleague Minister Sean Sherlock, Minister for 
Research and Innovation of this Department addressed the plenary session of the Conference. 

In relation to Ireland’s reporting obligations, Ireland has ratified 71 Conventions including 
all fundamental Conventions.  Ireland makes annual reports to the ILO in relation to the current 
position in relation to requested conventions.  As at 31st December, 2012, Ireland did not have 
any outstanding reporting obligations with the ILO.  The annual ILO request for 2013 has been 
received into my Department and officials are currently working on this request.

The most recent Convention adopted in June, 2011 was the Decent Work for Domestic 
Workers Convention No. 189.  I intend to progress the ratification of this Convention both na-
tionally and at EU level during the Irish Presidency.

IDA Site Visits

16/04/2013WRV01400561. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Industrial Development Agency site visits that have taken place with prospective 
investors to County Waterford and the south east region in the first three months of 2013; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17233/13]

16/04/2013WRV01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am informed 
by IDA Ireland that the Agency sponsored 6 site visits by potential investors to the South East, 
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of which 5 were to Waterford, during the first three months of 2013.

On foot of the job losses announced by the Talk Talk company in Waterford in September 
2011, I tasked the agencies and stakeholders in the South East region with coming up with a 
set of actions to address the long-standing unemployment problem in Waterford and the region 
generally.  The specific recommendations contained in the South East Employment Action Plan, 
produced by Forfás, are being progressed by a Forum representing the agencies and key stake-
holders in the region and I am satisfied with the progress to date on the actions contained in the 
South East Employment Action Plan.  I am particularly pleased with the progress made by IDA 
Ireland in attracting foreign direct investment to the region. On 28th March, the Taoiseach and 
I announced that Nypro Healthcare is to establish an additional state to the art medical device 
manufacturing facility in Waterford.  This newly established facility will result in the creation 
of over 200 new high quality jobs in phase 1 which is expected to increase in subsequent years.

16/04/2013WRV01550Job Losses

16/04/2013WRV01600562. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps he is taking to mitigate the scale of job losses at a site (details supplied) in County Roscom-
mon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17311/13]

16/04/2013WRV01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): This company 
currently employs 420 people in its facility in Athlone.  After a review of its operations, fol-
lowing a reduction in demand for the company’s products, they have indicated that they expect 
to reduce the number of staff there by approximately 100 - 130.  This is expected to take place 
over a two-year period, as older, non-commercial product lines are phased out.

The company will begin a consultation process with employees immediately and is commit-
ted to working with them during this period of transition.  They anticipate that the reduction in 
staff numbers will be achieved through a combination of natural attrition, voluntary redundancy 
and compulsory redundancy.  The company has stated that the Athlone plant will continue to 
play a strategic part in their future business, and the facility will remain strategically important 
to the company’s global development and manufacturing network.

IDA Ireland will remain in close contact with the company over the coming months. I have 
asked all the State agencies under my remit to continue to promote Athlone and the wider re-
gion for new industrial projects and enterprise development. 

It is of course very disappointing when redundancies such as these occur, arising due to 
changes in circumstances facing individual companies.  However, I would emphasise that job 
creation is central to this Government’s plans for economic recovery and the Programme for 
Government has job creation at its core.  The role of my Department is to ensure that we have 
the right policies in place that will support and grow our enterprise base in order to facilitate 
both job creation and job retention.  The programmes supported by my Department and its 
agencies will be critical in achieving economic growth through promoting the export potential 
of enterprise in Ireland and driving our economy.  The Action Plan for Jobs 2013 is crucial for 
this work, and it builds on the successful 2012 Plan, where we achieved considerable progress 
on a wide range of Actions and we are confident that this momentum will be maintained.

16/04/2013WRV01750Employment Appeals Tribunal

16/04/2013WRV01800563. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views 
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regarding a submission (details supplied); the mechanism available to the person to obtain the 
funding as awarded by the Employment Appeals Tribunal [17313/13]

16/04/2013WRV01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Employ-
ment Appeals Tribunal is independent in the exercise of its quasi-judicial function and I have 
no direct involvement in its day to day operations.  Its sole function is to adjudicate on disputes 
on individual employment rights.  It would be inappropriate for me to comment on any specific 
determination or award made by the Tribunal. 

I understand that the Tribunal made an award in favour of your constituent under the Unfair 
Dismissals Acts and the Minimum Notice and terms of Employment Acts on 3rd September, 
2007.

The enforcement of Employment Appeal Tribunal (EAT) determinations is a matter for the 
courts.  In cases other than those covered by the Payment of Wages Act, the Enforcement Ser-
vices Unit of the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) has some capacity to have a 
determination of the EAT enforced through the civil courts.

Generally where an award has been made in favour of an employee, the employer has six 
weeks in which to comply.  If the employer fails to do so within this period, the employee or the 
employee’s trade union may make an application to the Circuit Court for an order directing the 
employer to comply with the determination.  Where an employee is not in a position to do so, 
the matter can be referred to NERA Enforcement Services Unit, which may, in certain circum-
stances, make an application to the Courts for an order on his/her behalf.

In deciding whether or not to intervene in the Minister’s name, NERA would have regard to 
the amount of the award, the potential for achieving a favourable outcome for the claimant and 
the scale of the costs likely to be incurred in doing so.  The enforcement of a Circuit Court order 
in these circumstances is the responsibility of the relevant County Sheriff and my Department 
has no capacity to intervene.

In circumstances where a determination has been made by the Employment Appeals Tribu-
nal in favour of employees, and the employer is legally insolvent, the employees are entitled to 
seek redress from the State through the Insolvency Payments Scheme.  However, where a com-
pany has been dissolved it no longer has a legal existence unless it is re-instated by order of the 
High Court. It may not therefore be regarded as continuing to qualify for the redress available 
otherwise under the Insolvency Payments Scheme.  As a consequence, this avenue would not be 
available in such cases as a means to payment of the amount sought.  In addition, NERA would 
not be in a position to pursue a case through the courts where the legal entity no longer exists.

16/04/2013WRV01950Child Poverty

16/04/2013WRV02000564. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the fact 
that recent Central Statistics Office figures show more children are living in or at risk of con-
sistent poverty, if she plans to extend the school meal programme to all primary schools in the 
State; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16037/13]

16/04/2013WRV02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The school meals programme pro-
vides funding towards the provision of food services for disadvantaged children through two 
schemes.  The first is the statutory urban school meals scheme, operated by local authorities 
and part-financed by this Department.  The second is the school meals local projects scheme 
through which funding is provided directly to participating schools and local and voluntary 
community groups who run their own school meals projects. Expenditure on the school meals 
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programme in 2012 was €35 million.  The Government has allocated an additional €2 million 
for the programme in 2013.

There are currently over 1,300 schools and organisations benefiting from the programme, of 
which over 750 are primary schools.  

Priority for funding under the programme is given to schools which are part of the Depart-
ment of Education and Skill’s initiative for disadvantaged schools, ‘Delivering Equality of Op-
portunity in Schools’ (DEIS).  The Department has written to approximately 170 DEIS schools 
currently not in the scheme at present, which includes primary and second level schools, re-
questing expressions of interest in participating in the scheme for the coming school year.

16/04/2013WRV02150Live Register Numbers

16/04/2013WRV02200565. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number of 
unemployed in County Longford in February, 2013, giving percentage rate, including the num-
bers which were first time jobseekers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16736/13]

16/04/2013WRV02300566. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the total number of 
unemployed in County Westmeath in February, 2013, giving percentage rate of population, in-
cluding the numbers which were first time jobseekers; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16737/13]

16/04/2013WRV02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
565 and 566 together. 

The information requested by the Deputy is not available in the format requested.  However, 
the tabular statement below details the number of persons in Counties Longford and Westmeath 
who were on the live register at the end of February 2013, indicating the percentage of persons 
in each of these counties on the total live register at that date.

Persons on the Live Register in Counties Longford and Westmeath

February 2013

County Jobseeker’s 
Allowance

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

Credits Only Total Percentage 
of  Total Live 
Register

Longford 3,989   786 289  5,064 1.18%
Westmeath 7,285 2,123 894 10,302 2.40%
Total Live Register at end of February 2013 was 428,876.

  Question No. 567 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRV02650Household Benefits

16/04/2013WRV02700568. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an illness 
benefit is not considered as a qualifying payment for the household benefits package; if there 
any assistance that can be provided to a person who is unable to work due to a serious illness 
such as cancer and who is struggling to meet household bills; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15981/13]
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16/04/2013WRV02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The fuel allowance is a means 
tested weekly payment of €20 available for people on long term welfare schemes, including 
State pension, disability allowance, one-parent family payment and jobseeker’s allowance (af-
ter 15 months); it is currently paid for 26 weeks from October to April each year.  The scheme 
is available to approximately 400,000 customers and will cost an estimated €211 million in 
2013.  Because of the very cold weather at the start of April, the fuel allowance was paid for an 
additional week this year.

The fuel allowance scheme was envisaged as a way of providing some additional support 
for those on long-term welfare payments during the winter season.  As illness benefit is not a 
long-term scheme, fuel allowance is not payable. 

Under my Department’s supplementary welfare allowance scheme, a special heating sup-
plement may be paid to assist people who have special heating needs.  A person may qualify for 
a heating supplement, if they can show that they have extra heating needs because of their age, 
medical condition or disability, are living alone or only with a dependent adult or dependent 
children  and satisfy a means test.  Approximately 3,200 people are currently in receipt of this 
supplement.  

In addition, exceptional needs payments (ENP) may be made to help meet an essential, 
once-off cost which an applicant is unable to meet out of his or her own resources.  There is no 
automatic entitlement to this payment.  Each application is decided on the particular circum-
stances of the case.  The provision for exceptional needs payments in 2013 is €47.6 million, 
with an additional €11.4 million for supplements.

Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/04/2013WRV02900569. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal may expect to have their habitual residence determination 
made by her department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16021/13]

16/04/2013WRV03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 15th 
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRV03050Fuel Allowance Eligibility

16/04/2013WRV03100570. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person 
can receive a winter fuel payment from the UK, which is based on contributions, while also 
receiving a fuel allowance, which is based on financial need, as any barrier to receiving both 
would punish persons for their years of work and reduce a much-needed financial boost both 
for pensioners and the country’s balance of payments; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16040/13]
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16/04/2013WRV03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The United Kingdom winter fuel 
payment is an annual tax-free payment made to eligible people to help towards their winter 
heating costs. It is a lump sum and in most cases is paid automatically, but some people need 
to claim.  The total amount of winter fuel payment can vary from £100 - £300 sterling having 
regard to age and household composition.  Most payments are made between mid- November 
and December in a given year.

The European Court of Justice has recently ruled that people living outside the UK may be 
paid the winter fuel payment where they can demonstrate a “genuine and sufficient link” to the 
UK’s social security system.

My Department pays a fuel allowance of €20 per week to qualified households who are in 
receipt of long-term social welfare or HSE payments and who are unable to provide for their 
own heating needs.  The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s normal heating 
expenses.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  The fuel allowance season runs for 26 
weeks from October to April each year.

The implications of this ECJ judgment are currently being examined, in particular the im-
plications for eligibility for the fuel allowance in Ireland, which is paid on the basis that an ap-
plicant is unable to provide for his or her own heating needs.

Departmental Staff Remuneration

16/04/2013WRV03300571. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of people 
who are on the payroll in her Deportment; the number of physical payslips that her Department 
processes each month; the percentage of these that are sent to payees in the post; the breakdown 
in the overall cost of physical payslips and postage per year for the years 2008 to 2012; if pay-
ees have the option of switching to online payslips; if she and her Department will implement 
online payslips in the near future; if she has considered the savings this would make; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16064/13]

16/04/2013WRV03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At the end of March 2013, there 
were 7,109 staff on the Department’s payroll.  Since July 2009 hard copy payslips have not 
been issued to staff in the Department except for those people on extended leave such as long 
term sick or maternity leave.  Staff access their payslips via an online payroll system which is 
accessible via the Department’s intranet.

An average of 597 payslips were issued per month in 2012, all of which were issued by post. 
The approximate cost of stationery and postage for the years 2010 to 2012 was €5,400 per an-
num.  The cost in 2009 was approximately €44,800 and in 2008 it was €75,000.

Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/04/2013WRV03500572. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
social protection appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16058/13]

16/04/2013WRV03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 8th Janu-
ary 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental pa-
pers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When received, 
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the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRV03650Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRV03700573. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding jobseeker’s allowance application/appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16073/13]

16/04/2013WRV03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the 
appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to review 
the case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the review of his appeal has been fi-
nalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRV03850Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRV03900574. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made in relation to the rate of jobseeker’s being paid to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16079/13]

16/04/2013WRV04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence 
partially allowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person 
concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRV04050Live Register Numbers

16/04/2013WRV04100575. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
details of the current level of unemployment including details of long-term unemployment on a 
county basis and to outline the 10 towns/areas with the highest levels of unemployment; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16087/13]

16/04/2013WRV04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The latest figures for the Live 
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Register relate to end March 2013. The number of persons on the Live Register on the 29th 
March 2013 was 425,088. The overall number of persons on the register for more than one year 
was 187,896 or 44.2%.  The number of persons on the Live Register by county is provided in 
the table, along with the breakdown of those persons on the register for less than a year and for 
more than a year for each county.

County < 1 year > 1 year Total % of LT Cases
Longford 2,480 2,544 5,024 50.64%
Limerick 10,042 8,995 19,037 47.25%
Wexford 9,777 8,703 18,480 47.09%
Offaly 4,891 4,250 9,141 46.49%
Laois 4,767 4,084 8,851 46.14%
Waterford 7,576 6,379 13,955 45.71%
Kilkenny 3,924 3,286 7,210 45.58%
Wicklow 6,644 5,506 12,150 45.32%
Dublin 56,042 45,955 101,997 45.06%
Clare 5,428 4,441 9,869 45.00%
Cavan 3,896 3,182 7,078 44.96%
Louth 9,366 7,617 16,983 44.85%
Westmeath 5,711 4,628 10,339 44.76%
Donegal 11,705 9,159 20,864 43.90%
Sligo 2,865 2,237 5,102 43.85%
Meath 6,048 4,720 10,768 43.83%
Galway 12,551 9,653 22,204 43.47%
Roscommon 2,301 1,751 4,052 43.21%
Kildare 10,472 7,932 18,404 43.10%
Leitrim 1,880 1,421 3,301 43.05%
Mayo 7,295 5,467 12,762 42.84%
Carlow 4,028 3,008 7,036 42.75%
Monaghan 3,736 2,776 6,512 42.63%
Tipperary 9,519 6,976 16,495 42.29%
Cork 24,151 17,309 41,460 41.75%
Kerry 10,097 5,917 16,014 36.95%
Total 237,192 187,896 425,088 44.20%

16/04/2013WRV04250FÁS Training Programmes

16/04/2013WRV04300576. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide information on the way FÁS currently works with the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland to provide supports for those seeking to return to work; if her attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a fall off or reduction in the availability of these courses commensurate with a 
steep fall off in demand for State-supported home retrofit; if she intends to address this matter 
in the future and by what means; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16097/13]

16/04/2013WRV04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The training programmes pro-
vided by FÁS, including those for unemployed people, come under the remit of the Department 
of Education and Skills. 
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In deciding on which particular courses to provide for persons returning to work, there is 
provision for FÁS to consult with my Department at national and local level on the training 
needs of the unemployed.  FÁS also consults with employers and other providers of informa-
tion on national and local labour market conditions. 

However the final decision on course provision is made by FÁS as part of its annual service 
plan, submitted each year to the Minister for Education and Skills.

16/04/2013WRV04450FÁS Training Programmes

16/04/2013WRV04500577. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason cer-
tain educational courses supported under the momentum initiative will not entertain applica-
tions from citizens currently in receipt of lone parents allowance; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16099/13]

16/04/2013WRV04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Momentum initiative pro-
vides free education and training opportunities for up to 6,500 long-term unemployed jobseek-
ers.  The initiative is administered by FÁS and funded by the Department of Education & Skills 
through the National Training Fund (NTF) and co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF).  
Eligibility for the Momentum initiative is determined by this Department, in line with the com-
mitments given in Pathways to Work.  The key target is those who are long-term unemployed.  
To be eligible for Momentum, a participant must: Be unemployed and on the Live Register for 
12 months (312days) or longer; Be in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance/Benefit payment from 
this Department or have credited contributions for 12 months or longer; and Be actively seek-
ing work.

A person in receipt of one parent family payment does not satisfy the criteria for Momen-
tum as the focus is on those on the Live Register.  Extension of the eligibility for Momentum is 
not being considered given the current size and construct of the Live Register, in particular the 
numbers of people who are now unemployed in excess of one year.  The Deputy should note 
that a person not on the Live Register has access to other education and training opportunities 
supported by the State.  The Momentum initiative represents a small percentage of the over 
450,000 State-funded opportunities provided in 2012 in further education, higher education 
and training, namely: 75,000 FÁS training places in 2012; 180,000 Further Education places; 
162,000 full-time Higher Education places, through Universities and Institutes of Technology 
across the country; Over 40,000 training places through Skillnets, including 8,000 for the un-
employed, in partnership with private employers; and Over 6,000 Springboard free part-time 
higher education places in 2012, with additional places to be announced for this year.

Eligibility for accessing many of these interventions is not contingent on receipt of a social 
welfare payment or signing for credited contributions.

16/04/2013WRW00050Gender Recognition Issues

16/04/2013WRW00100578. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason there is no 
transgender person on the Gender Recognition Advisory Group; if an update will be provided 
on the work of the group; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16114/13]

16/04/2013WRW00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Gender Recognition Advisory 
Group (GRAG) was established in 2010 to advise the Government on the legislation required 
to give legal recognition to the acquired gender of transgender persons.  The GRAG was an in-
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terdepartmental group comprising representatives from various Government Departments and 
Offices.  The Group engaged in a public consultation exercise which provided organisations 
and individuals with the opportunity to contribute their comments and proposals.  As part of 
this process, the Group met with some organisations and individuals, including those represent-
ing transgender persons.  The Report of the Group, which recommended a scheme for the legal 
recognition of transgender persons, was approved by the Government on 12 July 2011, and was 
subsequently published on 14 July 2011.  Since the publication of the Report, the Department 
has been working on developing draft Heads of a Gender Recognition Bill.  In this context, it 
has engaged in discussions with the relevant medical health professionals and with representa-
tives from interested NGOs.  Given the legal complexities involved in relation to some of the 
GRAG recommendations relating to the marital and civil partnership status of individuals, in 
March 2012 the Department sought advice from the Office of the Attorney General, which in 
turn sought the legal opinion of external counsel on these issues.  The formal opinion of the At-
torney General was received in December 2012 and is currently under consideration by officials 
in this Department with a view to progressing the draft Heads of the Bill.

There are a range of complex and sensitive issues involved in this proposed legislation 
to give legal recognition to the acquired gender of transgender persons.  I have requested the 
Oireachtas Committee on Education and Social Protection to consider the provisional draft 
Heads of Bill once they are completed.  I feel that the committee can make a very positive 
contribution to the preparation of the legislation and I hope that my appearance before the com-
mittee can be scheduled before the summer.  I believe this approach should greatly assist the 
drafting of the legislation and its progress through the Oireachtas.  When the Oireachtas com-
mittee has discussed the provisional draft heads of Bill I will be in a better position to give a 
timeframe for the introduction of the legislation.

16/04/2013WRW00250Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/04/2013WRW00300579. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 will receive a response to their appeal. [16136/13]

16/04/2013WRW00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 22 
January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 580 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRW00550Rent Supplement Scheme Administration

16/04/2013WRW00600581. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection the action 
her Department plans to take to ameliorate the current situation where persons in certain areas 
cannot acquire accommodation due to refusal by large numbers of landlords to accept rent 
supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16190/13]

16/04/2013WRW00700582. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Social Protection the plans 
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her Department has to make the rent supplement scheme more attractive to landlords; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16191/13]

16/04/2013WRW00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
581 and 582 together.

There are currently over 86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has 
provided over €403 million for 2013.  The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide 
short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accommodation whose means are 
insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation available 
to them from any other source.  It is essential that this is achieved while providing value for 
money for tenants and the taxpayer.  The overall aim is to provide short term assistance and not 
to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.  As the 
Department funds a significant proportion of private sector rented accommodation, it is essen-
tial that State supports for rents are kept under review and that appropriate control and compli-
ance measures are in place.  Under the legislative provisions governing rent supplement, the 
Department’s relationship is with the tenant.  Rent supplement is specifically for the benefit of 
tenants to assist them with their accommodation needs.  There is no direct relationship between 
the landlord and the Department in the administration of the scheme.  The tenant’s engagement 
with the Department usually takes place after the tenant has reached an agreement with the 
landlord.  The fact that approximately 86,000 people are currently in receipt of rent supplement 
proves that a significant number of landlords are accommodating applicants of the scheme and 
that rent supplement recipients are able to access accommodation.

The Government has effectively two initiatives to deal with long term reliance on rent sup-
plement which will return rent supplement to its original purpose of a short-term income sup-
port.  The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is in operation since 2004 and the Housing 
Policy Initiative as announced by my colleagues the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government and the Minister of State with responsibility for Housing and Planning.  
The Government approved in principle the transfer of responsibility for the provision of rental 
assistance to persons with a long term housing need from the Department, currently provid-
ed through rent supplement, to housing authorities using a new Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP).  The Department is working closely with officials from the Department of Environ-
ment, Community and Local Government in developing proposals to give effect to this transfer.

16/04/2013WRW00850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRW00900583. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal for a 
carers allowance to be backdated to the date of when the domiciliary allowance was originally 
granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16205/13]

16/04/2013WRW01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 584 and 585 withdrawn.
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16/04/2013WRW01150Private Residential Tenancies Board Remit

16/04/2013WRW01300586. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Questions Nos. 136 and 144 on 21 March 2013, in which she stated she had obtained 
data from the Private Residential Tenancies Board including a snapshot of the PRTB’s database 
which stores all annual rental values and relevant addresses, if she will confirm the way access-
ing such information was permitted in the context of data protection legislation  [16295/13]

16/04/2013WRW01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  The overall aim is to provide short 
term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by 
the Exchequer.  There are currently approximately 86,000 rent supplement recipients for which 
the Government has provided €403 million for 2013.  As part of the review of rent limits, the 
Department received information from the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) from 
its register of tenancies.  This data exchange is provided for by legislation under section 146 
of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and section 261 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 
2005.  The data snapshot provided contains details of registered tenancies and does not contain 
names of tenants or landlords.  There are no data protection implications from the use of this 
information.

16/04/2013WRW01450Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/04/2013WRW01500587. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16308/13]

16/04/2013WRW01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 26 
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRW01613FÁS Training Programmes

16/04/2013WRW01625588. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 309 of 12 March 2013, the avenue available to a person who is unem-
ployed or disabled and not in receipt of a social welfare payment to engage in a training course 
when they have been advised by their local FÁS Office that they are not entitled to participate 
in any course because they are not in receipt of a social welfare payment; if FÁS must provide 
training courses to those who are disabled and not in receipt of a payment due to a spouses in-
come and where this training course would be beneficial to their rehabilitation and well-being; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16327/13]

16/04/2013WRW01637Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Persons who are unemployed but 
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not eligible for a jobseeker’s/disability payment are generally eligible to take part in training 
courses.  However, only those participants who were receiving a jobseeker’s/disability payment 
prior to commencing training may be eligible to receive a training allowance while undertaking 
a course.  While my Department determines the eligibility conditions for social welfare pay-
ments, specific issues pertaining to access/eligibility to FÁS courses are ultimately a matter for 
the Department of Education and Skills/FÁS.  Similarly, while there is provision for FÁS to 
consult with my Department on course provision, the final decision on course provision is made 
by FÁS as part of its annual service plan.

In the circumstances, the issue of course provision is ultimately a matter for the Department 
of Education and Skills/FÁS.

16/04/2013WRW01650Invalidity Pension Applications

16/04/2013WRW01700589. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 124 of 7 March 2013, if she has received the full scale and extent of 
medical reports form the consultant and general practitioner in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; if she will accept this evidence already submitted and herewith once 
again attached to facilitate further review or appeal in respect of their application for invalidity 
pension; if she will have regard to the entirety of their incontrovertible medical evidence as a 
basis for urgent review/appeal with a view to approval in respect of their eligibility for invalid-
ity pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16354/13]

16/04/2013WRW01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department received a claim 
for invalidity pension for the person concerned on 18 December 2012.  The application for 
invalidity pension was disallowed by a deciding officer on the grounds that, based upon the 
medical evidence supplied in support of the claim, the person in question was not medically 
suitable for invalidity pension.  The applicant was notified of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review or appeal on 20 February 2013.  The medical evidence which accompa-
nied this question has already been submitted by the claimant.  This additional evidence, along 
with the original information, was evaluated by a different medical assessor who also expressed 
the opinion that the person concerned does not satisfy the medical criteria.  Accordingly, the 
deciding officer confirmed the original decision and notified the claimant of the outcome on 22 
March 2013.  The person concerned has been advised of his right to appeal the decision.  Should 
he wish to do so, he has been advised that he should appeal in writing to the Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office as soon as possible, clearly stating the grounds for his appeal.

    Question No. 590 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRW01950Social Welfare Fraud Cost

16/04/2013WRW02000591. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any 
plans to introduce fingerprint technology in her Department to assist with investigating fraudu-
lent claims; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16379/13]

16/04/2013WRW02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In conjunction with a number of 
other Government Departments, my Department has developed a Public Services Card (PSC) 
under the Standard Authentication Framework Environment (SAFE) Programme, the main ob-
jective being to develop a common standard across public services for establishing and authen-
ticating identity.  
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The roll-out of the PSC is well underway and will continue for a number of years. The ro-
bust registration process, leading to the issuing of a PSC which incorporates both a person’s  
photograph and signature, gives significant assurance as to the identity of the cardholder.  From 
the Department’s perspective, as well as combating identity fraud, the PSC will replace cards 
currently in use, such as the Social Services Card and the Free Travel Card, with a highly secure 
card.  

Fingerprints, eye retinas and irises, voice patterns, facial patterns and hand measurements 
are classed as biometric information.  This is information about human body characteristics 
and it is typically used for authentication purposes. The data that the PSC can store can include 
biometric information.  

Biometric data does not, of itself, eliminate fraud.  What it can do is associate a particular 
individual with a particular set of human characteristics.  The selected biometric information 
can later be obtained from the individual and checked against the stored information, thus con-
firming that the same individual provided both sets of information.  Any relying system would 
need secure registration and identification processes and the ability to read and measure biomet-
ric information throughout.  The cost of this infrastructure would be dependent on the specific 
biometric selected but as the infrastructure (readers etc.) would need to be widely deployed, it 
would be significant.  In summary, the PSC itself can support the use of biometrics but there are 
many other issues to be considered.  

Existing legislation in the context of the PSC does not provide for biometrics and currently 
there are no plans to alter that.  These provisions do, however, provide for the collection and 
storage of photographs or images and, in this context, the Department has recently deployed a 
facial image matching software to help detect and deter duplicate SAFE registrations.  Where 
a match or a potential match is discovered, the relevant records will be referred to an officer in 
the Department’s Client Identity Services Division for investigation and resolution.  Processes 
have also been put in place to refer suspected cases of identity fraud to the Department’s Special 
Investigation Unit, if required.

16/04/2013WRW02150Social Welfare Appeals Delays

16/04/2013WRW02200592. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reasons for the 
delay in processing social welfare appeals; the measures being taken to address the issue; the 
number of doctors working in the section in 2012 and 2013; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16382/13]

16/04/2013WRW02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There was a rapid and sustained 
increase in the number of appeals from 2009 to date which has placed extraordinary pressure 
on the SWAO.  Significant resources and efforts have been put into reducing backlogs and im-
proving processing times for appellants, including the assignment of 15 additional Appeals Of-
ficers, improving business processes and implementing a new operating model.  There has been 
significant increase in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012.  
Processing times have been reduced by 10.3 weeks overall in 2012  with respect to 2011, with 
time for an oral hearing time down by 13 weeks and the time for summary decision up by 2.7 
weeks.  The Chief Appeals Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012, 
when 32,558 cases were finalised.  By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial process, the 
processing of appeals takes time even at the best of times and reflects the fact that while every 
effort is made to deal with appeals as fast as possible this cannot be at the expense of fairness 
of due process.



Questions - Written Answers

252

The total number of Medical Assessors in the Department of Social Protection can vary at 
different times, due to retirements and recruitments.  In January 2012, there were 26 Medical 
Assessors, including the Chief Medical Adviser and the Deputy Chief Medical Adviser.  The 
total number reduced down to 23 by the end of 2012.  At present there are 25 Medical Assessors 
and there are plans to increase this number by a further 4 later in the year.

16/04/2013WRW02350Household Benefits

16/04/2013WRW02400593. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 403 of 5 February 2013, if she will comment on reports contained in a news-
paper article (details supplied); if this report is correct; and the rationale for this policy U-turn 
in relation to unused gas/electricity credits in view of the hardship that this new cost-cutting 
measure will impose of those availing of the household benefits package. [16390/13]

16/04/2013WRW02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In reply to Parliamentary Question 
No. 403 of 5 February 2013, I outlined the changes made to the household benefits package in 
budget 2013.  In 2013, my Department will spend an estimated €284 million on the household 
benefits scheme, providing some 410,000 customers with a package worth almost €700 per 
year.  Separate to the household benefits package, some 410,000 customers will receive the fuel 
allowance of €20 per week paid for 26 weeks, at a cost of €211 million.  The structure of the 
electricity and gas allowance was changed from a unit based allowance to a cash credit which is 
currently €35 per month.  This rate is aligned to the best average market rate currently available.  
The changed structure of the allowance is designed to encourage customers to achieve better 
savings through greater mobility between energy suppliers who can best meet their individual 
energy needs.

There has been no policy U-turn in relation to unused gas/electricity credits.  In fact, the 
new arrangement represents a significant improvement in the options available for customers.  
Customers who do not use their full entitlement each month will be able to carry forward that 
unused cash credit and draw it down as they wish; this includes customers who wish to switch 
to a different supplier.  Prior to these changes, customers with Electric Ireland could not carry 
forward their unused credits if they switched to a new supplier; this acted as an impediment 
to customers achieving the best value for their particular energy needs.  Under the new ar-
rangement, customers with Electric Ireland who build up cash credits will have those credits 
refunded if they switch to a different company.  As regards the old non-cash units, a number of 
customers have unused units which they have carried over from 2012.  These customers may 
use these unused units up to the end of September, 2013. My Department has contacted custom-
ers in this regard.

My Department pays a fuel allowance of €20 per week to qualified households who are in 
receipt of long-term social welfare or HSE payments and who are unable to provide for their 
own heating needs.  The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s normal heating 
expenses.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  The fuel allowance season runs for 26 
weeks from October to April each year and not 20.  The fuel allowance season was due to end 
on 5 April 2013 but because of the very cold weather at the start of April, the allowance was 
paid for an extra week at this time of year.  It should be noted that Ireland’s older population 
has the lowest rate of consistent poverty - 1.9% compared with the whole population rate of 
6.9% - and, as a group are least likely to be at risk of poverty.  This points to the adequacy and 
importance of the State pension and other supports provided by my Department.

Question No. 594 withdrawn.
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16/04/2013WRW02650Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRW02700595. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork 
[16422/13]

16/04/2013WRW02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
25 February 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRW02850Disability Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRW02900596. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
disability allowance will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16464/13]

16/04/2013WRW03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
was notified of the Appeals Officer decision on 4 April 2013.  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRW03050Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/04/2013WRW03100597. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will state if 
and when domiciliary care allowance/carer’s allowance will be approved in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16481/13]

16/04/2013WRW03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no record in the Depart-
ment of an application for domiciliary care allowance or carer’s allowance having been re-
ceived from the person concerned.

Question No. 598 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRW03350Job Vacancies

16/04/2013WRW03400599. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons who have had their attention brought to a job (details supplied) by her Department; the 
number of jobs outside the island of Ireland her Department has brought to the attention of 
job-seekers; and if she will list the countries in which her Department has brought jobs to the 
attention of job-seekers. [16538/13]

16/04/2013WRW03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Ireland, through the Department 
of Social Protection, is part of the European Employment Service network, Eures.  Eures was 
established by the European Commission in 1993 to facilitate the free movement of workers 
throughout the European Union (EU) and European Economic Area (EEA).  Freedom of move-
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ment of workers is one of the four freedoms established under the Maastricht treaty in 1992.  
This involves all member states exchanging job vacancies with each other and ensuring that job 
vacancies in Europe are available to all citizens/job seekers of Europe.

We received a request from the Public Employment Service in Malta on 19 February to 
assist them fill up to 200 jobs for bus drivers in Malta. In addition to advertising the jobs, we 
identified 320 jobseekers who, according to our records had the necessary qualifications to be 
considered for these jobs.  We subsequently wrote to these jobseekers advising them of the 
availability of the jobs and 33 responded with applications for the positions and interviews are 
currently being organised for 22 of these candidates.  All jobs advertised by the Public Employ-
ment Services of the Member States are advertised on the Eures portal www.eures.europe.eu 
and are made available to every citizen of EU/EEA on an equal basis.  Currently there are over 
1 million vacancies available.  Although, there is no compulsion on jobseekers to apply for such 
jobs, it is important that they are aware of, and have the opportunity to compete for jobs in other 
countries.  The Department for its part has a duty and a responsibility to ensure that jobseekers 
in Ireland are not disadvantaged relative to jobseekers in other countries.

16/04/2013WRW03550Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRW03600600. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will issue 
on a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16547/13]

16/04/2013WRW03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 3 
April 2013 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the evidence 
submitted, including that adduced at the hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the 
Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.  The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and 
is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX00050Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX00100601. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16549/13]

16/04/2013WRX00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 14 
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX00250Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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16/04/2013WRX00300602. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16550/13]

16/04/2013WRX00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am informed by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that, an appeal was registered on 15 March 2013, and in accordance with 
the statutory requirements, the Appeals Office have contacted the applicant and asked him to set 
out the complete grounds of his appeal.  On receipt of his response the relevant departmental 
papers will be requested from the Department and the appeal will then be referred to an Appeals 
Officer for consideration.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the 
Minister of Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX00450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX00500603. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16552/13]

16/04/2013WRX00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, including 
that adduced at the oral hearing, disallowed the appeal of the person concerned.  The person 
concerned has been notified of the decision on 27 February 2013.  The Social Welfare Appeals 
Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and 
is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX00650Job Initiatives

16/04/2013WRX00700604. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 307 of 20 March 2013, if a person (details supplied) whose internship 
under jobbridge has ceased, due to the failure of the employer to offer the training agreed, may 
be treated as a new applicant for the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16560/13]

16/04/2013WRX00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The JobBridge Scheme has made 
significant progress since it came into operation.  As at 11 April, 2013, 16,326 internships 
have commenced with 5,944 participants on an internship and 2,410 internship opportunities 
advertised on www.jobbridge.ie as of that date.  In my previous response to the Deputy, I in-
formed him that the Department has stringent measures in place to monitor internships and to 
investigate alleged abuse of the scheme.  The individual named by the Deputy forwarded his 
complaint to JobBridge directly on the 24 March 2013.  These allegations were passed to the 
appropriate divisional officer for investigation.  I have been advised by my officials that the 
investigating officer in relation to this case has been in contact directly with the individual 
named by the Deputy and is currently in the process of securing a response to these allegations 
from the host organisation concerned.  Pending the outcome of this investigation the National 
Contact Centre has been advised to suspend any further advertised JobBridge placements from 
this organisation.

The Department’s records show that the individual named by the Deputy has completed 
almost four months in his placement before his early termination on the 29 March 2013.  The 
current procedures provide that a participant can avail of a maximum of two JobBridge intern-
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ship opportunities, though the total cumulative time cannot exceed nine months (39 weeks).  I 
will arrange for his eligibility for re-entry to Jobbridge to be reviewed once I receive the report 
of the investigating officer.

16/04/2013WRX00850Job Initiatives

16/04/2013WRX00900605. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the procedure following a complaint under the jobbridge scheme; the number of interns that 
have left jobbridge early; the number of official complaints that have been made regarding in-
ternships; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16561/13]

16/04/2013WRX01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Deputy will be aware that 
JobBridge has made exceptional progress since it came into operation on 1 July, 2011.  As at 11 
April, 2013, 16,326 internships have commenced with 5,944 participants on an internship and 
2,410 internship opportunities advertised on www.jobbridge.ie as of that date.  The recent inter-
im independent evaluation of the scheme conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants found 
that 61% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge have progressed into employment 
within five months of completing their internship placements.  This high level of progression 
into employment exceeds that of similar schemes across Europe, suggesting that JobBridge is 
an appropriate labour market intervention.  The Department has stringent measures in place 
to monitor internships and to investigate alleged abuse of the scheme.  Each advertisement is 
vetted by the National Contact Centre for compliance with scheme criteria.  The eligibility of 
interns is assessed before they are permitted to commence an internship.  Host organisations 
are required to complete monthly monitoring returns.  Host organisations are subject to random 
monitoring visits by officers of the Department.  Of the more than 1,600 monitoring visits 
conducted to date, 97% of internships monitored were found to be operating satisfactorily with 
remedial action taken in the remaining 3% of cases.  The procedures for registering a query or 
complaint are addressed in the Contact Us section of the JobBridge website www.jobbridge.ie.

In addition to regular monitoring, the Department has received 218 complaints that have 
warranted investigation since the scheme commenced.  A total of 15 breaches of the scheme cri-
teria were found to be of a sufficiently serious nature so as to warrant the exclusion of the host 
organisation from participation in the scheme.  The following were some of the key breaches of 
the scheme: standard Agreement not completed; appropriate Mentoring/Development not be-
ing provided; not adhering to Compliance Requirements; and displacement issues.  However, 
it is important to highlight that the overwhelming majority of companies are abiding by the 
terms and conditions of the scheme.  In fact, over 7,500 host organisations have commenced 
interns since the scheme began, of which a total of 15 companies have been disqualified due to 
breaches of the scheme.  Our analysis indicates that 58% of all interns have left their internship 
early.  While this may appear to be of immediate concern, it is reassuring to highlight that 66% 
of these interns completed their internship early to take up immediate employment with either 
their host organisation or another company.

Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRX01100606. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost incurred 
by her Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St Patrick’s Day; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16613/13]

16/04/2013WRX01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The cost of overseas travel pro-
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grammes for St. Patrick’s day from 2009 to 2013 is shown in the table below.  For 2013, em-
bassy charges which are expenses incurred by our embassies and reimbursed to them by the 
Department, have not been received to date.

Year Location Flights Overnight/
Subsistence 
Costs

Taxi/Car 
Hire

Gifts Total €

2013* Chicago 1,178.22 518.32 - - 1,696.54
2012 New York 1,623.64 1,459.34 72.58 - 3,155.56
2011 London 851.17 204.22 38.00 - 1,093.39
2010 Philadelphia 4,537.00 1,171.00 400.00 300.00 6,408.00
2009 Atlanta 8,776.80 1,440.64 3,713.79 - 13,931.23
*Note 2013 figures are provisional and do not include embassy charges which have yet to 

be received by the Department.

16/04/2013WRX01250Community Employment Schemes

16/04/2013WRX01300607. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection if she intends to imple-
ment a change of policy to enable community employment child care workers a minimum of 
three years in order to gain the requisite FETAC qualification (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16622/13]

16/04/2013WRX01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion is improving the provision of training and work experience for CE participants on Com-
munity Employment overall.  Recent developments have focused on CE schemes involved in 
supporting community childcare services and on CE participants who wish to pursue a career in 
child care while on CE.  These developments reflect the findings of a number of recent reviews 
- the “CE Financial Review of Schemes” (2012) and the “Review of Department of Social 
Protection Employment Support Schemes” (2012).  In response, the Department is planning a 
number of improvements which will provide a clear career progression path and a structure for 
CE participants in Early Years Services.  The Department is proposing to change and improve 
the provision of training and work experience for CE participants who wish to pursue a career 
in child care.  This involves putting in place entry requirements, defined standards of achieve-
ment, a career progression path, and a structure for CE workers in Early Years Services.  These 
changes will provide a more tailored and valuable support to the provision of community child-
care and achieve greater coherence between participation on CE and the job market.

For CE participants who work directly with children a dedicated programme is proposed 
which comprises of formal learning (a FETAC Level 5 childcare qualification) and supervised 
work experience.  In acknowledgement of the training a participant will commit to undertak-
ing participation on a child-care place will have a duration of three years.  This programme is 
currently being piloted in the Midlands North Region and an evaluation of the programme will 
take place before a national roll-out is undertaken.

16/04/2013WRX01450Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX01500608. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a jobseeker’s allowance application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16665/13]
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16/04/2013WRX01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on14 
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister 
for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX01650FÁS Training Programmes

16/04/2013WRX01700609. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an extension 
for a FÁS course will be granted in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16684/13]

16/04/2013WRX01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The maximum period of participa-
tion on community employment schemes for persons over fifty-five years of age is six years.  
The person concerned will have completed six years on a community employment scheme on 
the 24 May 2013 and it is therefore not possible to grant him an extension.

16/04/2013WRX01850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX01900610. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress in 
respect of determination of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare whose case has been ongoing for ten months; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16701/13]

16/04/2013WRX02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX02050Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/04/2013WRX02100611. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Mayo will be granted habitual residence; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16723/13]

16/04/2013WRX02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 19 
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 4 April 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
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the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX02250Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/04/2013WRX02300612. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare will receive a decision on their appeal for Invalidity Pension; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16725/13]

16/04/2013WRX02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
27 March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX02450Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

16/04/2013WRX02500613. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 326 of 26 March 2013, the extent of entitlement and stamp received for 
the last Christmas period in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if the full 
stamp was applied in this instance as was communicated would be done by her Department; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16726/13]

16/04/2013WRX02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of this 
department there is no current application from the person concerned for jobseeker’s benefit.

16/04/2013WRX02650Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX02700614. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection the positon re-
garding an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; if the appeal will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16733/13]

16/04/2013WRX02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 17 May 2013.  The person concerned has 
been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX02850Rural Social Scheme

16/04/2013WRX02900615. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to increase 
the number of participants on rural social schemes in County Kerry; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16747/13]

16/04/2013WRX03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rural social 
scheme is to provide income support for farmers and those engaged in fishing who have an en-
titlement to specified social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 19 and a half hours 
per week to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities.  The scheme currently 
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provides work opportunities for around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff of which 
272 participants and 14 supervisors are engaged in County Kerry.  The funds allocated for 2013 
amount to €45 million and should enable the scheme to continue as in previous years but does 
not allow for the recruitment of additional participants above the numbers stated above.  I have 
no plans to increase the number of places available on this scheme.

16/04/2013WRX03050Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRX03100616. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when rent 
supplement will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if all 
information sought has been received by her Department; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [16752/13]

16/04/2013WRX03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): At the time of application for rent 
supplement, the rent was in excess of the maximum rent limit appropriate to the family com-
position.  The person concerned has been requested to provide further information in order to 
process the claim.  The customer is being contacted again and decision will be made on her 
application when the information has been provided.

16/04/2013WRX03250Invalidity Pension Numbers

16/04/2013WRX03300617. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of persons in receipt of invalidity pension for each of the past 
ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16780/13]

16/04/2013WRX03400618. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of persons in receipt of disability allowance for each of the past 
ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16783/13]

16/04/2013WRX03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
617 and 618 together.

The number of recipients of Disability Allowance and Invalidity Pension on the 31 of De-
cember in each of the years 2003 to 2012 is detailed in the following tabular statement.

Number of Recipients of Disability Allowance and Invalidity Pension, 2003 to 2012

Year Disability Allowance Invalidity Pension
2003 67,720 53,414
2004 72,976 55,864
2005 79,253 58,352
2006 83,697 51,954
2007 89,048 53,956
2008 95,754 53,725
2009 99,576 52,922
2010 101,111 50,766
2011 102,866 49,792
2012 101,784 50,053
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16/04/2013WRX03550One-Parent Family Payment Appeals

16/04/2013WRX03600619. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on one 
parent family payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16793/13]

16/04/2013WRX03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.  Every effort will be made to hear the case 
as quickly as possible and the appellant will be informed when arrangements have been made.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX03750Guardian’s Payment Applications

16/04/2013WRX03800620. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason guard-
ian payment has ceased in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16795/13]

16/04/2013WRX03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): One of the conditions for receipt 
of guardian’s payment is that the child concerned must meet the legislative definition of “or-
phan” as contained in Section 2(1) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005:

“orphan! means a qualified child—

 (a ) both of whose parents are dead, or

 (b ) one of whose parents is dead or unknown or has abandoned and failed to provide for 
the child, as the case may be, and whose other parent—

  (i) is unknown, or

  (ii) has abandoned and failed to provide for the child,

 where that child is not residing with a parent, adoptive parent or step-parent;

During a periodic review of entitlement to guardian’s payment (contributory) in respect of 
the person concerned, it emerged that the child’s mother was caring for another child.  The child 
concerned cannot be considered an orphan if her mother is in a position to provide for her care.  
The person concerned was asked to provide independent evidence to support her contention 
that the child satisfied the definition of an “orphan” under the legislation.  As sufficient evidence 
has not been provided, it was decided that there is no longer entitlement to a guardian’s payment 
(contributory).  Should she be in a position to provide the required independent evidence, it is 
open to the person concerned to have her entitlement to this payment reviewed.

16/04/2013WRX03950Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX04000621. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
carer’s allowance review will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16800/13]



Questions - Written Answers

262

16/04/2013WRX04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 26 
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 4 April 2013 and 
the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social 
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of 
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare 
entitlements.

16/04/2013WRX04150Rural Social Scheme

16/04/2013WRX04200622. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the application process for sports clubs and community groups for inclusion on rural social 
schemes, community employment schemes and the TÚS schemes in County Mayo; the criteria 
used in assessing such applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16808/13]

16/04/2013WRX04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Applications for support from 
Mayo based community organisations in respect of Tús and the rural social scheme are man-
aged by South West Mayo Development Company Limited and Mayo North East LEADER 
Partnership Company.  Údarás na Gaeltachta manages these schemes in the Gaeltacht areas of 
Mayo.  Each company operates its own applications process, details of which are available on 
the companies’ respective websites or directly from the companies.  Invitations to organisations 
to make applications to the companies were advertised in the local press earlier this year.  The 
Department has set out the key requirements in respect of the applications and assessment pro-
cess in its rules and conditions for the operation of both schemes.

With respect to community employment (CE), applications are made to the Department 
of Social Protection area office in Castlebar.  Applications are assessed by department staff to 
determine if the work being proposed is eligible, that an organisation has the capacity to man-
age and deliver a scheme and that the expected outcomes are consistent with CE.  Voluntary 
organisations and public bodies may sponsor projects which are for community and public ben-
efit and facilitate the provision of development and training opportunities for participants.  The 
organisation must be able to provide work and training opportunities for 15 or more participants 
and to be able to engage a full-time supervisor.

16/04/2013WRX04350Disability Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRX04400623. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; when a 
decision will be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16813/13]

16/04/2013WRX04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
15 March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
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16/04/2013WRY00150Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

16/04/2013WRY00200624. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will remove or 
alter the qualifying period for the back to education allowance to enable greater access to the 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16817/13]

16/04/2013WRY00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to education allowance 
(BTEA) scheme is a second chance education opportunities scheme. It is designed to remove 
the barriers to participation in second and third-level education by enabling eligible people on 
certain social welfare payments to continue to receive a payment while pursuing an approved 
full-time education course that leads to a higher qualification than that already held.

In general, the qualifying period for the second-level option is 3 months (78 days) on a so-
cial welfare payment while the qualifying period for third-level courses is 9 months (234 days), 
having been reduced from 12 months in 2010. A person awarded statutory redundancy may 
access BTEA immediately (or within 12 months), provided an entitlement to a relevant social 
welfare payment is established prior to commencing an approved course of study.  

A waiting period prior to entitlement is considered essential to enable people to engage in 
job search and consider options available to them.  The imposition of a waiting period serves 
to minimise the “deadweight” element which is the extent to which people would have moved 
into employment or training and education without access to the scheme.  It is also considered 
necessary in the context of targeting scarce resources at those who need it most.

The Department has recently published a review of employment support schemes, includ-
ing BTEA, and held a stakeholders’ forum where review recommendations were discussed. All 
recommendations, including those on eligibility and qualification conditions of BTEA, will be 
considered as part of the implementation phase of the review.

16/04/2013WRY00350Industrial Relations Issues

16/04/2013WRY00400625. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the appro-
priate official from her Department did not attend invitations to discuss a serious issue (details 
supplied) at the behest of the Labour Relations Commission; her views on the matter; and if she 
will instruct the appropriate official to indicate they will attend. [16827/13]

16/04/2013WRY00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was origi-
nally a participant on the Job Initiative scheme sponsored by KWCD Partnership and, in 2004, 
she became directly employed by the Partnership where she provided administrative support to 
the scheme. This Job Initiative scheme is now sponsored by Dublin 12 Congress Centre and it 
is funded by this Department. The Department agreed to grant to the person concerned from the 
scheme’s Administration and Training Grant until the completion of the then current contract 
which ended on June 1st   2012. The sponsors of the scheme were advised that the grant aid 
would cease on this date. All contracts for schemes are appraised on an annual basis and any 
contract and the terms contained within only have a maximum duration of one annual year.

Upon renewal, the current scheme contract was given approval for 49 workers who would 
be supported by funding for two full-time team leaders. The current ratios are in keeping with 
the recommended ratio of team leaders to workers which also includes the provision of admin-
istration. It is not possible to provide funding for additional administrative support.  

While the Department provides funding to the Job Initiative scheme, sponsors for each 



Questions - Written Answers

264

scheme are required to have a Management Committee which is the registered employer for any 
staff pertaining to that scheme.  Any matters relating to contracts of employment for those em-
ployed through the funding of the Department are within the remit of the registered employer. 
The Department can only offer guidance in relation to the operating guidelines of the scheme 
and it would not be appropriate for the Department to engage with the Labour Relations Com-
mission in this matter.  

  Question No. 626 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRY00650Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/04/2013WRY00700627. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
applications currently awaiting processing for carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit; the maxi-
mum time an applicant is currently waiting to have the assessment process concluded for each 
of the schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16833/13]

16/04/2013WRY00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The number of applications cur-
rently awaiting a decision for carer’s allowance is just over 4,000.  A significant number of 
these have already been processed and are awaiting additional information in order to make a 
decision.  Substantial backlogs of Carers application have been cleared and we are currently in 
the process of finalising cases that still need additional information.. The information required 
to finalise these cases may be from the claimant themselves, a medical assessment opinion from 
one of the Department’s medical assessors or a report from a social welfare inspector.  Once this 
outstanding information is received a decision will be made without delay. 

The average time taken to award a carer’s allowance application received this year, 2013  is 
just under 10 weeks.

There are currently 363 carer’s benefit applications awaiting decision.  The average time 
taken to award a carer’s benefit application received this year is currently just over 10 weeks.   

16/04/2013WRY00850Social Welfare Benefits Applications

16/04/2013WRY00900628. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
applications for invalidity pension and disability allowance that were refused during the years 
2011 and 2012; the number of those referrals that had face to face medical assessments carried 
out by medical officers operating on behalf of her Department; the number that were refused on 
the basis of a desk top assessment; of those carried out by desk top assessment, the number that 
were conducted by a trained and qualified medical practitioner; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16834/13]

16/04/2013WRY01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Medical Review and Assess-
ment system is the principal control mechanism for illness and disability schemes administered 
by the Department of Social Protection.

All medical assessments for invalidity pension and disability allowance are carried out by 
the Department’s Medical Assessors who present their medical opinions from the assessment 
for the guidance of the Deciding Officers in the scheme areas.  Medical Assessors carry out 
desk assessments of medical evidence/reports supplied by doctors/patients and where required, 
conduct in person assessments in order to provide a second medical opinion for the guidance of 
Deciding and Appeals Officers. All assessments are carried out in accordance with the accepted 
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guidelines of the Irish Medical Council. Medical Assessors are fully qualified and experienced 
practitioners and must have at least 6 years satisfactory experience in the practice of medicine 
since registration with the Medical Council.  Many of the Medical Assessors have specialist 
post-graduate qualifications and all have received special training in Human Disability Evalua-
tion. The Medical Assessors have an on-going commitment to continuing medical education to 
ensure that standards are maintained and enhanced. 

In addition to satisfying the medical criteria for eligibility, applicants for both Invalidity 
Pension and Disability Allowance must also satisfy other non-medical criteria. In the case of 
Invalidity Pension claimants must have the required PRSI contributions and for Disability Al-
lowance they must satisfy a means test and must also be habitually resident in the State. 

The following table details the number who were assessed in years 2011 and 2012 at in-
person and at desk by a Medical Assessor and the number deemed not medically suitable (not 
eligible) at desk assessment by a Medical Assessor. 

 Year 2011 2012
Scheme Invalidity 

Pension
Disability 
Allowance

Invalidity 
Pension

Disability 
Allowance

In-person Assessment  by 
Medical Assessor

130 2 155 5

Desk Assessment by Medical 
Assessor

6,707 15,220 11,546 23,012

*Not Eligible at Desk 
Assessment by Medical 
Assessor

4,880 10,043 8,057 15,941

*These statistics refer to initial decision only and do not reflect cases which were subse-
quently allowed following a deciding officer’s review of additional information/evidence sup-
plied, or following a determination by an appeals officer of the Social Welfare Appeals Office.   

16/04/2013WRY01050Disability Allowance Application Numbers

16/04/2013WRY01100629. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
applications for disability allowance currently awaiting processing; the maximum time an ap-
plicant is currently waiting to have the assessment process concluded; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16835/13]

16/04/2013WRY01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are approximately 6,600 
applications for disability allowance awaiting decision of which some 5,500 are new applica-
tions.  A recent analysis of the applications pending decision indicated that approximately 60% 
of them had been waiting for a decision for 12 weeks or fewer. 

Following the completion of a major service delivery modernisation programme, disability 
allowance has recently undertaken a business process improvement initiative aimed at eliminat-
ing backlog and improving customer service.  The number awaiting decision has reduced from 
7,775 to 6,600 since the beginning of this year and it is anticipated that the full backlog will be 
actioned by the end of the second quarter of this year. 

It should be noted that the processing time for individual disability allowance claims can 
vary depending on the complexity of the claimant’s circumstances and the information they 
provide. In addition, a request for a review or an appeal by   a person adds to length of time 
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taken to deal with the claim.

16/04/2013WRY01250Invalidity Pension Application Numbers

16/04/2013WRY01300630. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
applications currently awaiting processing for invalidity pension; the maximum time an ap-
plicant is currently waiting to have the assessment process concluded; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16836/13]

16/04/2013WRY01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no backlog of Invalidity 
claims at present. As at the end of March 2013 there were 2,627 Invalidity Pension (IP) claims 
registered, actioned and awaiting information to finalise a decision.  This includes approxi-
mately 660 cases which are being investigated under EU regulations or bi-lateral agreements. 
These cases are more complex and take longer to decide.  

Approximately 220 new invalidity pension claims are received in the Department each week. 
These are examined on receipt and a decision is completed where all information is available. If 
a medical assessment and/or further information is required, it is requested without delay. 

Once all the necessary information is received, the claim is processed. 

Almost 60% of our current claims are awaiting a decision for 2 months or less. Delays may 
occur while waiting for a medical assessment or if a person has not returned documentation 
requested. Where a claim is disallowed and the customer requests a review of the decision or 
appeals the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office, this requires an additional amount of 
time to finalise

16/04/2013WRY01450Mortgage Interest Supplement Eligibility

16/04/2013WRY01500631. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if it is the 
case that a review of all cases of mortgage interest supplement payments took place earlier this 
year; if she will confirm that new thresholds have been introduced; the details of the review 
including the number of previously eligible recipients who became ineligible; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16881/13]

16/04/2013WRY01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Mortgage interest supplement 
(MIS) provides short-term income support to eligible people who are unable to meet their 
mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place of residence. There 
are currently approximately 13,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the Gov-
ernment has provided some €42 million for in 2013.  Following the Department’s review of the 
administrative, policy and legal aspects of the mortgage interest supplement scheme and the 
review of the Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Review Group, changes were made to the 
scheme in 2012.  To ensure that those who are in mortgage difficulty engage with their lender 
under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) and avail of its forbearance arrange-
ments, from June 2012 the mortgage interest supplement is not payable until applicants have 
agreed with their lender and complied with an alternative payment arrangement for a cumula-
tive period of not less than 12 months. This process acknowledges that it is in the interest of 
both the lender and the borrower to address financial difficulties as speedily and effectively as 
circumstances allow. 

In December 2012, to facilitate people who wish to trade down or downsize, the condition 
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which provided that entitlement to mortgage interest supplement should be discontinued where 
the property is offered for sale was removed.  The removal of this condition will allow persons 
to engage in selling their residence and remain eligible for mortgage interest supplement, sub-
ject to the other conditions of the scheme. 

The Department has not carried out a review of all mortgage interest supplement cases 
earlier this year, however claims are reviewed on an on-going basis as part of the control of the 
scheme. 

16/04/2013WRY01650Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRY01700632. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a decision on a domiciliary care allowance application in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16889/13]

16/04/2013WRY01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 3rd August 2012.  This 
application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who considered that the 
child was not medically eligible for DCA.  A letter issued on the 26th September 2012 outlin-
ing the decision to refuse the allowance. The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal 
against this decision.  

As part of the appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new information sup-
plied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined and 
allowed or forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office.

16/04/2013WRY01850Community Employment Schemes Places

16/04/2013WRY01900633. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection if an extension on a 
community employment scheme will be permitted in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16895/13]

16/04/2013WRY02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is currently 
employed on a Community Employment (CE) Scheme under the Part Time Integration Option 
and is due to finish on 26 June 2013. He does not have the required three year history in order 
to be eligible for participation for a further year. 

Under the current guidelines, to be considered for re-entry to CE once you have exited, a 
period of 12   months need to have elapsed since any previous participation and the person must 
have been in receipt of a qualifying payment for that 12 month period. 

16/04/2013WRY02050Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/04/2013WRY02100634. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when an invalidity pen-
sion appeal will be decided upon in respect of a person (details supplied).  [16896/13]

16/04/2013WRY02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
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lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
was notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRY02250Exceptional Needs Payment Appeals

16/04/2013WRY02300635. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Social Protection when an exceptional 
needs payment review will be answered in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Carlow. [16897/13]

16/04/2013WRY02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned will be con-
tacted this week regarding the Exceptional Needs Payment review. 

16/04/2013WRY02450Disability Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRY02500636. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
appeal for a disability allowance payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16913/13]

16/04/2013WRY02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
20th March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements. 

16/04/2013WRY02650Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/04/2013WRY02700637. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
social protection appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16932/13]

16/04/2013WRY02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
20th  March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements. 

Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRY02900638. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons who have 
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fled their private home due to domestic violence are entitled to rent allowance; if it is correct 
that they are refused rent allowance because they are not on a local authority housing list and 
the local authority will not accept them in view of the fact that they are still legally part owner 
of the original family home; the assistance that can be given; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16934/13]

16/04/2013WRY03000646. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Social Protection the provisions 
and supports there are in place to deal with women who have been forced to leave their homes 
and seek rented accommodation due to domestic violence; if community welfare officers still 
have discretionary powers to award rent allowance or rent supplement when dealing with cases 
of this nature; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17006/13]

16/04/2013WRY03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
638 and 646 together. 

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible 
people living in private rented accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their ac-
commodation costs and who do not have accommodation available to them from any other 
source.  The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to 
the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer. There are currently approximately 
86,000 rent supplement recipients for which the Government has provided €403 million for 
2013. A person may also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing need has 
been carried out within the 12 months preceding the date of claim and the person is deemed by 
a local authority to be eligible for and in need of social housing support. 

In all other cases, a person who wishes to apply for rent supplement is referred, in the first 
instance, for an assessment of eligibility for social housing support by a housing authority. Only 
when the person has been assessed as being eligible for and in need of social housing support, 
does the person become eligible for consideration for rent supplement. 

However, where a claimant’s safety and wellbeing are at risk due to domestic violence De-
partment officials operating the rent supplement scheme have discretionary powers to expedite 
the award of a payment to the person in question.  

Policy in relation to the assessment of housing need is a matter for the Minister for the En-
vironment, Community and Local Government.  

16/04/2013WRY03150Household Benefits

16/04/2013WRY03200639. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
reviewing the situation where carers who are not living with the person they are caring for are 
ineligible for telephone allowance, in view of the fact that there is an increased need to contact 
the person they are caring for in this situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16943/13]

16/04/2013WRY03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Expenditure on carers has in-
creased significantly in recent years.  In 2013 it is estimated to be €776 million compared with 
an estimated outturn of €771 million in 2012.  The expenditure on carers in 2012 included: €509 
million on carer’s allowance; €24 million on carer’s benefit; €135 million on the respite care 
grant; and €103 million on domiciliary care allowance.  My Department provides a number of 
supports to carers. The two main weekly income support payments are the means tested carer’s 
allowance (including half-rate carer’s allowance) paid to almost 54,000 people and the PRSI 
based carer’s benefit paid to almost 1,700 people. 
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In addition to these payments, non-resident carers continue to be entitled to the annual 
respite care grant and free travel.  The income disregard and means test for carers is the most 
generous within the social welfare system.  A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint 
annual income of up to €35,400 can qualify for maximum payment carer’s allowance which 
such a couple earning €59,300 will still qualify for the minimum rate. 

I have no plans to review the provision of household benefits, including the telephone al-
lowance, for carers who are not living with the person for whom they provide care.  For those 
who do reside with the person being cared for, the person being cared for is likely to already 
have an entitlement of their own to household benefits.  Approximately 31,000 carers receive a 
household benefits package.

16/04/2013WRY03350Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRY03400640. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made in relation to an appeal against a decision to refuse carer’s allowance in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16951/13]

16/04/2013WRY03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 03rd   
April 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 641 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRY03650Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

16/04/2013WRY03700642. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in receipt of two respite care grants; the number in receipt of three or more grants; the total 
value of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16967/13]

16/04/2013WRY03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The respite care grant (RCG) is an 
annual payment made automatically to people in receipt of carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit 
or domiciliary care allowance from my Department. Other persons who are not in receipt of 
one of these payments, but who are providing full time care and attention can also apply for the 
grant via separate application.  A further 197 carers had been awarded three or more grants. The 
total value of these grants amounts to just under €17.4m  (12.5% app of the overall cost of the 
scheme), based on the annual rate of €1,700, payable in 2012. Total provisional expenditure on 
the respite care grant scheme in 2012 was €136m.

16/04/2013WRY03850Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility
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16/04/2013WRY03900643. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will open up re-
training facilities provided by her Department to persons who are unemployed but not eligible 
for jobseeker’s allowance due to their partner or spouse earning a low to middle income salary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16968/13]

16/04/2013WRY04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There are no retraining facilities 
under the remit of the Department of Social Protection. Training programmes for unemployed 
people are generally provided by FÁS or through further education providers and come under 
the remit of the Department of Education and Skills. 

Persons who are unemployed but not eligible for a jobseeker’s payment are generally eli-
gible to take part in training courses. However, only those participants who were receiving a 
jobseeker’s payment prior to commencing training may be eligible to receive a training allow-
ance while undertaking a course.

  Questions Nos. 644 and 645 withdrawn.

  Question No. 646 answered with Question No. 638.

16/04/2013WRZ00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRZ00200647. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17034/13]

16/04/2013WRZ00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 27th   
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

  Question No. 648 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRZ00450Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRZ00500649. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection when 
a decision on a carer’s allowance appeal will be processed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Westmeath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17047/13]

16/04/2013WRZ00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.    

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
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social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRZ00650Social Welfare Appeals Status

16/04/2013WRZ00700650. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a respite care grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17048/13]

16/04/2013WRZ00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  

Following the submission of additional evidence, the file has been requested to be returned 
to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. On receipt of this file, the Appeals Officer reviewed the 
case.  The Appeals Officer upheld his original decision and the person concerned was notified 
in writing on 9th   April 2013 of this outcome.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRZ00850Social Welfare Eligibility

16/04/2013WRZ00900651. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection the payments avail-
able to students who are unable to work due to full time college sanctioned unpaid internship 
placements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17059/13]

16/04/2013WRZ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Social welfare legislation provides 
that a person must satisfy the conditions of being available for and genuinely seeking work in 
order to be entitled to jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance.  Any person who fails to 
satisfy these conditions is not entitled to a jobseeker’s payment. 

A student undergoing a full-time course of study, instruction or training is disqualified for 
receiving jobseekers allowance or benefit.  This disqualification also extends to the holiday 
periods, including the summer holidays. The disqualification for receipt of jobseeker’s benefit 
or allowance does not apply in the case of mature students during the period between two aca-
demic years. During this period a mature student can apply for jobseeker’s benefit or allowance, 
subject to satisfying the standard qualifying conditions, including that of being available for 
full-time work.

There are no plans to change these aspects of the jobseeker’s schemes. 

It may be noted that JobBridge, the national internship scheme was established to provide 
people with valuable work experience. The aim of the national internship scheme is to assist in 
breaking the cycle where jobseekers are unable to get a job without experience, either as new 
entrants to the labour market after education or training or as unemployed workers wishing to 
learn new skills. The scheme also gives people a real opportunity to gain valuable experience to 
bridge the gap between study and the beginning of their working lives.
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16/04/2013WRZ01050Illness Benefit Applications

16/04/2013WRZ01100652. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the outcome of 
the most recent medical examination in respect of determination of eligibilty for illness benefit 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17065/13]

16/04/2013WRZ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made a 
claim for illness benefit from 13 March 2012. According to Departmental records this customer 
does not have 13 reckonable PRSI contributions paid in the years 2008  to 2012. This is a nec-
essary condition that a claimant must satisfy in order to qualify for payment of illness benefit. 
The Department subsequently wrote to this customer on 23 May 2012 requesting evidence of 
any additional PRSI contributions that may have been paid in the relevant years. No reply or 
evidence of additional reckonable PRSI contributions has been received.  As a result, the person 
concerned currently has an open illness benefit claim for the purposes of awarding credited con-
tributions only and no illness benefit payment is being made.  The person concerned was found 
medical eligible for illness benefit at a medical examination on 31 December 2012.

Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRZ01300653. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the date on which she 
expects to introduce legislation that will implement changes to defined benefit pension to help 
ensure the protection of members’ benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17069/13]

16/04/2013WRZ01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As you are aware, there are sig-
nificant structural and affordability problems with DB schemes due to a range of factors such 
as an underestimation of longevity, poor investment decisions and the impact of the downturn 
in financial markets.

A range of both administrative and legislative measures have been put in place since 2008 
to assist trustees and employers respond to the impact that the downturn in financial market has 
had on the funding of defined benefit pension schemes. Following a review of the defined ben-
efit model which was completed in 2011, I introduced a requirement for defined benefit pension 
schemes to hold a risk reserve which was designed to protect the interest of scheme members 
against future volatility in financial markets. I also introduced a range of options which will 
assist trustees of schemes in meeting this requirement. In view of current funding difficulties 
experienced by many defined benefit schemes, schemes will have until the end of 2023 to sat-
isfy this requirement.

You will appreciate that the issue of how the assets of a pension scheme are distributed 
on the wind-up of a pension scheme is a complex and sensitive issue and one which requires 
careful consideration before any change is made to the current provisions. In this regard, my 
officials have completed a detailed review of these provisions which involved engagement with 
stakeholder representatives and with external consultants who provided valuable assistance in 
reviewing this issue. 

The outcome of this review is being considered at present.

  Question No. 654 withdrawn.
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Departmental Schemes

16/04/2013WRZ01600655. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will instruct offi-
cials in her Department to enter negotiations with an organisation (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17081/13]

16/04/2013WRZ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was origi-
nally a participant on the Job Initiative scheme sponsored by KWCD Partnership and, in 2004, 
she became directly employed by the Partnership where she provided administrative support to 
the scheme. This Job Initiative scheme is now sponsored by Dublin 12 Congress Centre and it 
is funded by this Department. The Department agreed to grant to the person concerned from the 
scheme’s Administration and Training Grant until the completion of the then current contract 
which ended on June 1st   2012. The sponsors of the scheme were advised that the grant aid 
would cease on this date. All contracts for schemes are appraised on an annual basis and any 
contract and the terms contained within only have a maximum duration of one annual year.

Upon renewal, the current scheme contract was given approval for 49 workers who would 
be supported by funding for two full-time team leaders. The current ratios are in keeping with 
the recommended ratio of team leaders to workers which also includes the provision of admin-
istration. It is not possible to provide funding for additional administrative support.  

The sponsors were informed of the decision prior to the cessation of funding and they have 
been corresponded with on a number of occasions regarding this matter. Accordingly, a meeting 
would not provide any further clarification and would serve no useful purpose.

16/04/2013WRZ01750Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRZ01800656. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the extent to 
which rent supplement is available in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17083/13]

16/04/2013WRZ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is, at present, no rent supple-
ment application in respect of the person concerned. If he wishes to apply for rent supplement, 
he can complete an application form and return it to the Rents Unit, PO Box 11758 Dublin 24.

16/04/2013WRZ01950Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

16/04/2013WRZ02000657. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details sup-
plied) in County Clare will be facilitated on a community employment scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17094/13]

16/04/2013WRZ02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Rural Social Scheme provides 
income support for farmers and those engaged in fishing who have an entitlement to specified 
social welfare payments.  Participants are engaged for 19½ hours per week to provide certain 
services of benefit to rural communities.  The scheme currently provides work opportunities for 
around 2,600 participants and 130 supervisory staff.  

To qualify for participation, an individual must be actively farming and   in receipt of either 
farm assist, jobseekers allowance, jobseekers benefit (if previously on CE or RSS within the last 
12 months), disability allowance, one-parent family payment, widow/er’s pension (contribu-
tory or non-contributory), or be under 66 and have an increase for a qualified adult paid on his/
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her spouse’s old-age non-contributory pension.

The Department’s records indicate that the individual concerned does not currently fall into 
any of the above categories.  If, on completion of his CE engagement, he becomes eligible for 
jobseekers benefit and provided he is actively farming and has access to a valid herd number, he 
should contact his local implementing body to establish whether there are any vacancies on the 
RSS in County Clare.  The relevant implementing body is Clare Local Development Company 
– tel: 065 6866800.

Departmental Correspondence

16/04/2013WRZ02200658. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual spend in 
her Department for sending correspondence to applicants and recipients of any social welfare 
payment, to include the cost of postage, printing, paper and envelopes in this figure; her plans 
to introduce this by electronic means of communicating when email addresses are provided; 
if this has been reviewed by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17143/13]

16/04/2013WRZ02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested by the 
Deputy is set out in respect of 2012 in tabular form below

Item Expenditure 2012 (€) Note
Postage 11.044m Includes cost of posting cheque 

payments
Envelopes 0.419m Includes envelopes for cheque 

payments
Printing/paper 1.006m Not including cheque stationery

As a general strategy my Department favours the introduction of electronic channels to re-
place paper when communicating with customers where this is feasible and appropriate.

In determining the appropriate channel to communicate with customers, recognition must 
be taken of our customer profile, the nature of the communication and the security of the chan-
nel.  Despite high levels of internet penetration in Ireland, studies indicate that the number of 
older people who do not use the internet for personal transactions is high.  A significant number 
of our customers fall into this category and the Department adopts the general approach of in-
teracting with these customers through more traditional and secure communication channels. 
The nature of some of my Department’s communications also means that email is not always 
suitable (e.g. cheque payments or control activity).

My Department uses electronic communications through its website and through individual 
communication; for example, it uses SMS texting to correspond with some customers. The 
range of electronic forms and information available to customers via our website (www.welfare.
ie  ) has also been increasing.  As ICT options are further developed internally and externally, 
my Department will use electronic communications as much as possible and will keep the issue 
under review. 

16/04/2013WRZ02350Departmental Correspondence
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16/04/2013WRZ02400659. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are means by 
which her Department can introduce an email only policy, with appropriate exceptions, when 
corresponding in writing to members of the Oireachtas in order to save the cost of postage, pa-
per, printing and envelopes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17144/13]

16/04/2013WRZ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Pro-
tection provides a range of contact channels for all its customers including members of the 
Oireachtas.  

The practice within the Department is to reply to queries and requests for information by the 
same channel through which they were received, where appropriate.  Where a written request 
for information is received from an Oireachtas member, the response issues in writing, either 
by post or email, depending on the initial request.

To facilitate the speedy resolution of queries and requests for information from Oireachtas 
members, the Department has provided lists of designated contact telephone numbers and email 
addresses for various business areas and these are used by members on a regular basis.

The Department takes a pro-active approach to communicating information on legislative 
and other changes to Oireachtas members.  In 2012, this involved emailing members with in-
formation on, for example, changes to the State pension scheme and arrangements in respect of 
Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance. This approach will continue to be followed 
for other information campaigns undertaken by the Department.

As part of its commitment to minimising costs, the Department of Social Protection is con-
tinually reviewing its information and service delivery model.  The Department also has a duty 
of care to its customers to safeguard their personal information, as provided for under the Data 
Protection Acts.   Any future initiatives involving the electronic transfer of customer informa-
tion will be considered in the context of the security and reliability of the means of transfer, 
email or otherwise.

  Question No. 660 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRZ02650Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

16/04/2013WRZ02700661. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County dublin who finished an apprenticeship and went straight 
into college whilst in part-time employment with HMV, is not entitled to any form of welfare 
benefit since his employment ceased. [17162/13]

16/04/2013WRZ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the Department’s 
records there is no recent application from the person concerned for a jobseekers payment.  It 
is open to the person concerned to make an application for such a payment at his local social 
welfare office.

Advocacy Services

16/04/2013WRZ02900662. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection when she intends to 
introduce the Personal Advocacy Service as provided for in the Citizens Information Act 2007; 
the role she envisages for such advocacy services; the reason this service has not yet been es-
tablished; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17175/13]
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16/04/2013WRZ03000663. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection the measures she in-
tends to introduce in the area of advocacy supports for persons with disabilities; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17176/13]

16/04/2013WRZ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
662 and 663 together.  

The Citizens Information Board (CIB) is the statutory body responsible for supporting the 
provision of information, advice (including money and budgeting advice) and advocacy ser-
vices to members of the public on a wide range of public and social services.

One of the functions of the CIB, as defined in the Comhairle Act 2000 and   the Citizens 
Information Act, 2007, is to support the provision of, or directly provide, advocacy services to 
individuals, in particular those with a disability to assist them in identifying and understanding 
their needs and options and in securing their entitlements to social services.

The Citizens Information Board delivers on its remit through the provision of advocacy 
services for the public in general and for people with disabilities in particular.  This process 
has involved building advocacy capacity and skills in Citizens Information Services   to deliver 
advocacy to all citizens including those with a disability who are able to access mainstream 
services.  

The establishment of a Personal Advocacy Service was deferred by the previous Govern-
ment in 2008 due to budgetary constraints. An evaluation report on the community and volun-
tary sector advocacy programme in 2009 set out a suggested new structure for the roll out of 
advocacy services and recommended the establishment of a single service to provide improved 
advocacy services to people who need them, regardless of location, disability type or level of 
vulnerability.

Following on from this report, the National Advocacy Service was established under the 
Citizens Information Board in January 2011, to provide an independent, confidential and free, 
representative advocacy service to vulnerable people with disabilities who cannot self- advo-
cate, while supporting others to use mainstream services. The budget assigned to the National 
Advocacy Service in 2013 is €3.8m

During 2011 the service was established across the country.  The service is managed by 
five Citizens Information Services in Dublin (Clondalkin), Westmeath, Offaly, Waterford and 
Leitrim and staffed by five managers, 35 advocates (full-time equivalents) and five administra-
tors.

The aim of the National Advisory Service is to ensure that the voices of people with disabili-
ties are heard and their rights safeguarded. The Service has a particular remit for people with 
disabilities who cannot self-refer, who are isolated in the community, or living in residential 
institutions. 

The National Advocacy Service has been in operation for almost two years and a review of 
all aspects of the service is currently underway.  The review will be completed this year and I 
will then consider this is further detail. 

  Question No. 664 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRZ03250Supplementary Welfare Allowance Applications
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16/04/2013WRZ03300665. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare has not been facilitated; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17190/13]

16/04/2013WRZ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) on 21 March 2013.  The Department requested him 
to submit a valuation of his additional property in order to assess his entitlement to SWA as this 
is a means-tested payment. As this information is still outstanding, a determination of entitle-
ment cannot be established.

  Question No. 666 withdrawn.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRZ03600667. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 329 of 26 March 2013, wherein information was sought regarding accep-
tance of a review or appeal of a decision to offer reduced level of job seekers allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare, if in such cases and in his case, the totality 
of his liabilities was considered; the nature and extent of the consideration; if the decision aris-
ing merits an appeal; if an appeal would be accepted; if cognisance will be taken of the extreme 
difficulty presenting arising from the decision in respect of reduced payment and the welfare of 
the applicant and his family; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17201/13]

16/04/2013WRZ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance claim 
of the person concerned was reviewed in March 2013 in accordance with the provisions of the 
scheme. The review did not result in a change in the entitlement of the person concerned. It is 
open to the person concerned to appeal the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

16/04/2013WRZ03750Disability Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRZ03800668. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
an appeal for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17220/13]

16/04/2013WRZ03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the disability allowance claim of the person concerned was disallowed fol-
lowing an assessment by a Medical Assessor who expressed the opinion that he was medically 
unsuitable for the allowance.  An appeal was registered on 25th   March 2013 and in accordance 
with the statutory procedures the relevant department papers and the comments of the Deciding 
Officer on the matter raised in the appeal have been sought.  In that context, an assessment by 
another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social and 
Family Affairs and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against deci-
sions on social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRZ03950Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

16/04/2013WRZ04000669. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a determination 
will be made in an application for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details 
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supplied) County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17228/13]

16/04/2013WRZ04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 11th December 2012.  
This application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who considered 
that the child was not medically eligible for DCA.  A letter issued on the 18th February 2013 
outlining the decision to refuse the allowance. The person concerned subsequently lodged an 
appeal against this decision.  

As part of the appeal process, the case has been forwarded to another of the Department’s 
Medical Assessors for further consideration, including a review of any new information sup-
plied.  Upon receipt of the Medical Assessor’s opinion, the case will be further examined and 
allowed or forwarded for consideration by the Appeals Office.

16/04/2013WRAA00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

16/04/2013WRAA00200670. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if the flexibility exists 
under social welfare legislation for a person who is in receipt of partial jobseekers allowance 
and working for two days a week, and who qualifies for State Pension Transition to retain their 
jobseekers payment and hence their entitlement to hold employment in lieu of not claiming the 
State pension transition when they reach 65 years. [17230/13]

16/04/2013WRAA00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance scheme 
provides income support for people who have lost work and are unable to find alternative em-
ployment.  It is a fundamental qualifying condition for this scheme that a person must be avail-
able for full-time work and the scheme is also subject to a means test. 

A person is entitled to jobseeker’s allowance where, inter alia, they are fully unemployed 
for at least 4 days in any period of 7 consecutive days. It is not payable in respect of any day 
during which the person is engaged in insurable employment.

Jobseeker’s allowance is payable up to the age of 66 so may, subject to scheme criteria, be 
paid when a person is 65.

16/04/2013WRAA00350National Internship Scheme Numbers

16/04/2013WRAA00400671. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide in 
tabular form the total number of persons in County Waterford that have taken part in the job-
bridge programme since its inception; the total number that have completed an internship; the 
total numbers that are now in full time employment after completion; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17237/13]

16/04/2013WRAA00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): JobBridge, the National Internship 
Scheme, came into operation on 1st   July 2011.  To-date, 16,326 placements have commenced.  
Of which, 556 placements have commenced in County Waterford.  Of those in County Water-
ford, 356 individuals have now finished their internship and 200 individuals are currently on 
an internship.  Of the 356 individuals who have finished their internship, 126,(36%) stated that 
they went directly into employment, either with their host organisation or with another em-
ployer, immediately on completion of their internship. This figure excludes interns who would 
have entered employment in the weeks subsequent to completing the internship.

An independent evaluation of JobBridge carried out by conducted by Indecon Economic 
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Consultants found that 61% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge have progressed 
into employment within five months of completing their internship placements. This high level 
of progression into employment exceeds that of similar schemes across Europe, suggesting that 
JobBridge is an appropriate labour market intervention.  If internships in County Waterford fol-
low the national trend it would mean that 217 individuals would have found employment within 
5 months of finishing their internship.  Please see table below for further information.

Table 1.

JobBridge in County Waterford (1st July, 2011 – 11th  April 2013)

Category Number of Individuals
Total Internships 556
Total Finishers 356
Total Finishers progressing into Employment on 
immediate completion of their internship

126

Number in Employment 5 months after completing 
internship based on Indecon analysis

217

16/04/2013WRAA00550Illness Benefit Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA00600672. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an illness benefit appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17318/13]

16/04/2013WRAA00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of illness benefit, to the 
person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an examination by a Medi-
cal Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that he was capable of work.

An appeal was registered on 20th March 2013 and the Social Welfare Appeals Office has 
advised me that, in accordance with statutory requirements, the Department was asked for the 
documentation in the case and the Deciding Officer’s comments on the grounds of the appeal.  
In that context, an examination by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.  The person 
concerned will be notified when arrangements for the examination have been completed.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 673 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRAA00850Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA00900674. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the de-
lay in determining eligibility for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17338/13]

16/04/2013WRAA01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
10th   April 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRAA01050Citizens Information Service

16/04/2013WRAA01100675. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of phon-
ing the Citizens Information Service; the reason for changing form a freephone number; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [17344/13]

16/04/2013WRAA01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Citizens Information Service 
did not operate a freephone number but did operate a LoCall service for a number of years.  Due 
to the deregulation of the telephony market and the introduction of different packages and plans 
for residential customers, as well as the rise in numbers of people owning mobile phones, the 
costs to customers of calling this LoCall service could vary. 

While it is not possible to state the exact cost to individual customers, the introduction of a 
new 0761   prefix for Citizens Information and Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) 
telephone numbers is part of a Government initiative to reduce call costs for both public bodies 
and customers. Calls to 0761 numbers are charged at national call rates, from both landlines 
and mobile numbers and are included in any bundle of minutes offered by all telephone service 
providers.

Questions Nos. 676 to 679, inclusive, withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRAA01350One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

16/04/2013WRAA01400680. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans for the 
phasing out of the one parent family payment in respect of (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17426/13]

16/04/2013WRAA01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am very conscious that the forth-
coming changes to the one-parent family payment (OFP) scheme highlight the need for addi-
tional supports for lone parents that will be affected by these reforms.  In particular, there will 
be a need for additional after-school child care provision so as to assist former OFP recipients 
to make their transition into employment or other activation supports.  The subsidised after-
school child care scheme that Minister Fitzgerald and I jointly announced as part of Budget 
2013 recognises the support that these individuals will require.  This new scheme will provide 
6,000 subsidised after-school child care places for social welfare income support recipients who 
enter employment and have children of primary school age.   Officials from my Department, the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs, and the Department of Education and Skills have 
worked closely to finalise the scope and parameters of the scheme.  This initiative will be rolled 
out on a nationwide basis during 2013 commencing with a pilot of 500 places in late April, 2013 
across 7 Intreo and Social Welfare Local Offices.  

The availability of these additional after-school child care places is a positive measure for 
lone parents and builds on my pledge to work to address the child care needs of lone parents in 
light of the reforms that are being carried out on the OFP scheme.  In addition, I have postponed 
the commencement date of the reductions to the age of the youngest child for receipt of the OFP 
payment from January, 2013, to July, 2013.
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I think I have always been clear that my policy objective is to incentivise people of working 
age to work and this includes lone parents. All of the evidence shows that work is the best route 
out of poverty for parents and children. Activation is therefore a critical policy tool which I have 
ensured underpins the approach of my Department. I do of course keep this and all policy mat-
ters relating to working age payments under review. The Deputy will be aware that the Social 
Welfare Bill has not yet been published or approved by Government so I am not in a position to 
comment further on its contents. 

16/04/2013WRAA01550Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA01600681. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
domiciliary care appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo [17433/13]

16/04/2013WRAA01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 15th 
November 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 10th   April 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRAA01750Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA01800682. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection when 
a domiciliary care allowance appeal will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Offaly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17462/13]

16/04/2013WRAA01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25th   
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 683 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRAA02050Respite Care Services

16/04/2013WRAA02100684. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any 
further plans for the respite care grant this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17473/13]
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16/04/2013WRAA02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Expenditure on carers has in-
creased significantly in recent years.  In 2013 it is estimated to be €776 million compared with 
an estimated outturn of €771 million in 2012.  The expenditure on carers in 2012 included: €509 
million on carer’s allowance; €24 million on carer’s benefit; €135 million on the respite care 
grant and; €103 million on domiciliary care allowance.  Carers also receive a free travel pass 
at an annual cost of €6 million and carers who reside with the care recipient are eligible for the 
household benefits package at an annual cost of approximately €30 million.  The revised rate 
of the respite care grant of €1,375 will still be more than what it was in 2006 when the rate was 
€1,200.

The respite care grant is paid to more than 70,000 people each year, with some 5,000 people 
in receipt of more than one grant as they care for more than one person.  Almost 54,000 people 
are in receipt of the carer’s allowance and 27,000 in receipt of the domiciliary care allowance.  
There are also 1,700 in receipt of carer’s benefit.  Some 5,000 carers not in receipt of a carer’s 
payment also receive the grant.  

Carers receive significant income supports from my Department, among the highest rates 
of income support in Europe. A person getting certain qualifying payments and also providing 
full-time care and attention to another person can keep their main social welfare payment and 
receive a half-rate carer’s allowance as well. The half-rate carer’s allowance was protected in 
Budget 2013.  

The respite care grant is available to all full-time carers regardless of their means while the 
income disregard and means test for carers allowance is the most generous in the social welfare 
system. A couple under 66 with two children, earning a joint annual income of  up to €35,400 
can qualify for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance while a couple earning €59,300 will still 
qualify for the minimum rate.  Carers are entitled to an extra half-rate carer’s allowance if they 
care for more than one person and a respite care grant for each care recipient. 

I have no further plans for the respite care grant this year.

16/04/2013WRAA02250Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA02300685. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
domiciliary care allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17478/13]

16/04/2013WRAA02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 13th July 2011.  This 
application was referred to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child 
was not medically eligible for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 30th September 2011 refus-
ing the allowance.  The person concerned subsequently lodged an appeal against this decision 
and he was informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11th April 2012 that the appeal 
had been disallowed.

The decision/appeal process for this application is now complete.  If the person concerned 
has additional information which was not made available to the deciding and appeals officers 
when they made their decisions, it is open to her to re-apply for the allowance.

16/04/2013WRAA02450Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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16/04/2013WRAA02500686. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17481/13]

16/04/2013WRAA02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25th   
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will 
make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRAA02650Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA02700687. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. 

16/04/2013WRAA02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 25th   
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will 
make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRAA02850Mortgage Interest Supplement Payments

16/04/2013WRAA02900688. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the basis on 
which it is proposed to reduce mortgage interest supplement in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17601/13]

16/04/2013WRAA03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Following a review, the mortgage 
interest supplement payable to the person concerned was reduced with effect from 1st   April 
2013 because her mortgage interest repayments have reduced.

A calculation sheet and an explanation note were issued to the person concerned on 20th   
March 2013.

16/04/2013WRAA03050Pension Provisions

16/04/2013WRAA03100689. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review 
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the decision to refuse State pension in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; 
if consideration was previously given to partnership with their spouse in respect of a joint busi-
ness venture; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17608/13]

16/04/2013WRAA03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The State pension (contributory) 
claim of the person concerned has been reviewed and her employment history has been fully 
investigated. Her application was disallowed on 18 June 2012 as she has a total of 303 full-
rate paid social insurance contributions (and an additional 26 credited contributions, which is 
insufficient to satisfy the minimum 520 full-rate paid contribution condition. Social insurance 
payable during her employment as a teacher from 1968 to 1969 would have been at the modi-
fied rate and cannot be used in the assessment for State pension (contributory) entitlement. A 
period of employment in 1971, even if deemed insurable, would not be sufficient to increase her 
overall record in order to satisfy the qualifying conditions.  

It is open to anybody to apply for retrospective recognition of a commercial partnership. 
Spouses who have been actively engaged in a partnership may be brought into the social insur-
ance system, subject to certain criteria. The Department has no record of the person concerned 
applying for recognition of a commercial partnership. If she wishes to make such application, 
she can do so to the Department’s Scope Section, Oisín House, 212-213 Pearse Street, Dublin 
2.  Her application will be investigated. If the existence of a commercial partnership is recog-
nised, following the payment of any assessed self-employed PRSI liability, her State pension 
(contributory) claim will be reviewed and she will be notified of the outcome without delay.

16/04/2013WRAA03250Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA03300690. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will accept 
a late appeal in respect of carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17609/13]

16/04/2013WRAA03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned has not been received by that office.  A 
form for the opening of an appeal has been forwarded to the person concerned and requesting 
her to state the grounds for her appeal.  On receipt of her reply the appeal will be opened and 
processed in the normal manner.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRAA03450Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

16/04/2013WRAA03500691. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection having regard 
to vulnerable circumstances, if an exceptional needs payment might be made in the case of a 
person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17610/13]

16/04/2013WRAA03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has not sub-
mitted an application for an exceptional needs payment. To do so she should contact her local 
community welfare service office by phoning 1800 383 800. 
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16/04/2013WRAA03650Carer’s Allowance Appeals

16/04/2013WRAA03700692. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17611/13]

16/04/2013WRAA03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am informed by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that, an appeal was registered on 11th   April 2013, and in accordance with 
the statutory requirements, the Appeals Office have contacted the applicant and asked him to 
set out the complete grounds of his appeal. On receipt of his response the relevant departmental 
papers will be requested from the Department and the appeal will then be referred to an Appeals 
Officer for consideration.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister of Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 693 withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRBB00250Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/04/2013WRBB00300694. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decison 
will be made on an appeal for invalidy pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Carlow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17646/13]

16/04/2013WRBB00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
was notified of the Appeals Officer decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

Questions Nos. 695 to 700, inclusive, withdrawn.

16/04/2013WRBB00550Invalidity Pension Appeals

16/04/2013WRBB00600701. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for invalidity pension now under appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry will be expedited and approved. [17655/13]

16/04/2013WRBB00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 1st   
March 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When re-
ceived, the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

16/04/2013WRBB00750Home Help Service Provision

16/04/2013WRBB00800702. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on a matter 
(details supplied) regarding home help hours. [17732/13]

16/04/2013WRBB00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This is a matter for my colleague 
in the Department of Health.

16/04/2013WRBB00950Grant Payments

16/04/2013WRBB01000703. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when pay-
ment of hen harrier grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16060/13]

16/04/2013WRBB01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Following 
receipt in my Department of the application for payment referred to by the Deputy, additional 
information has been sought and the application will be considered further when this is received.  

16/04/2013WRBB01150Nuachtáin Ghaeilge

16/04/2013WRBB01200704. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Dara Calleary den an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cad iad na bearta a rinne Foras na Gaeilge chun cuidiú le Gaelscéal, agus chun an infheistíocht a 
chosaint gan trácht ar an airgead a caitheadh roimhe sin; cad é an plean atá ag an bhForas chun 
cur le líon na léitheoirí Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh [16263/13]

16/04/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Cheadaigh Foras na Gaeilge deontas de luach €1.6 milliún do Thorann na dTonn i 
mí na Nollag 2009 chun an nuachtán Gaelscéal   a fhoilsiú. Cuireadh tacaíocht poiblíochta agus 
margaíochta ar fáil don lainseáil agus don chéad eagrán a seoladh ar 26 Márta 2010. 

Tuigtear dom ón bhForas go raibh caidreamh láidir comhpháirtíochta idir an comhlacht 
agus Foras na Gaeilge ón tús. Lean an Foras le cruinnithe rialta le stiúrthoirí agus foireann 
Ghaelscéal chun an dul chun cinn ar phleananna margaíochta an chomhlachta féin don nuachtán 
a mheas.  

Taobh istigh de théarmaí an chonartha mhaoinithe, tugadh gach tacaíocht don chomhlacht 
chun scaipeachán agus díolachán an nuachtáin a fheabhsú. É sin ráite, tuigtear dom gur theip ar 
an gcomhlacht an sprioc aontaithe de 9,000 cóip a dhíol sa tseachtain. Chuir Foras na Gaeilge 
maoiniú de €400,000 ar fáil don nuachtán in 2012 agus ba é an meándíolachán a bhí air ná 1,314 
cóip sa tseachtain. De réir mar a thuigim, aithníodh laistigh den chomhlacht féin nach mbeadh 
sé ar a chumas leibhéal díolacháin an nuachtáin a ardú os cionn 2,000 cóip sa tseachtain.  

Maidir le cur le líon na léitheoirí Gaeilge, tá céimeanna idir lámha ag Foras na Gaeilge chun 
tuairimí an phobail a fháil faoin gcineál seirbhís nuachta atá de dhíth orthu. Tá suirbhé pobail 
ar siúl ag Foras na Gaeilge agus tá sé i gceist acu sraith fócasghrúpaí a reáchtáil ar fud na tíre 
go luath. Ag brath ar thorthaí an phróisis chomhairliúcháin seo, beidh bord Fhoras na Gaeilge 
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ag déanamh cinnidh maidir leis an mbealach is fearr chun maoiniú an Fhorais a chur ar fáil le 
go mbeidh freastal níos forleithne á dhéanamh ar phobal léitheoireachta na Gaeilge sa réimse 
nuachta. 

16/04/2013WRBB01350Special Areas of Conservation Designation

16/04/2013WRBB01400705. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
any support or compensation is available to farmers who have lost out on possible income and 
payments as a result of their land being designated as a special area of conservation. [16266/13]

16/04/2013WRBB01500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Compensa-
tion, or financial incentives, may be payable in respect of land designated as a special area of 
conservation in a number of ways.

My Department administers a small-scale farm plan scheme, which supports farmers in 
adopting appropriate management practices in the Natura 2000 network. These include sup-
ports for sheep destocking on western hills, for managing land for corncrakes and hen harriers, 
and, separately, as part-contribution to schemes such as the Burren Farming for Conservation 
Programme.  It should be noted that the main farm plan scheme operated by my Department is 
currently closed to new applicants.

While my Department has the lead role in relation to the implementation of the Habitats Di-
rective and the Birds Directive, significant funding is provided through the rural development 
programme, operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, which provides 
for a range of supports for farmers, including payments in respect of designated areas under the 
Directives.  

My Department has also put in place a comprehensive compensation scheme for those af-
fected by the cessation of turf cutting on raised bog habitat designated as special areas of con-
servation under the EU Habitats Directive.

Finally, it should be noted that regulation 41 of the European Communities (Birds and 
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 sets out provisions in relation to the payment of compensa-
tion, in certain circumstances where I, as Minister, refuse consent to carry out certain activities 
within a special area of conservation.

16/04/2013WRBB01550Film Industry Development

16/04/2013WRBB01600706. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht recog-
nising the cultural importance and economic significance of the Cork Film Festival to the city 
and region, if he will provide an update on the funding position and the reasons for delays in 
providing funding to the festival; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16666/13]

16/04/2013WRBB01700708. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if, in view of the importance of The Gathering, his Department directly or indirectly through 
State agencies involved, has expressed concerns regarding the Cork Film Festival on the way 
this may affect State support for the Festival; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16977/13]

16/04/2013WRBB01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 706 and 708 together.  
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My Department has no role in funding the Cork Film Festival and I understand that the main 
funders are Cork City Council and the Arts Council. 

While the Arts Council receives its overall funding allocation from my Department, deci-
sions on the expenditure of those funds are a matter for the Arts Council itself.  Under the Arts 
Act 2003, I am precluded by law from intervening in the Council’s decisions on funding.

16/04/2013WRBB01850Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRBB01900707. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 412 of 22 January 2013, when payment of bog compensation will 
issue to persons (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16679/13]

16/04/2013WRBB02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As outlined 
in my replies to Question No. 412 of 22 January 2013 and Question No. 438 of 27 November 
2012, the individuals referred to sold their interest in land in a raised bog special area of conser-
vation under the voluntary bog purchase scheme, administered by my Department. An incen-
tive bonus of €5,400, available under the scheme, was also paid to the applicants at the time of 
purchase, on the condition that they were selling all plots of bog land in their possession and 
registered or unregistered turbary rights within a designated area. 

The individuals have applied for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compen-
sation scheme. The qualifying criteria for this scheme are that:

The claimant must have a legal interest in one of the 53 raised bog special areas of conserva-
tion – ownership or turbary right;

The claimant must have been the owner or entitled to exercise turbary rights on the land in ques-
tion on 25 May 2010;

The turbary on the site must not be exhausted;
The claimant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five year 

period; and
No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

  From the application submitted to my Department, it appears that the applicants purchased 
additional land within the raised bog special area of conservation in 2012. Therefore, they do 
not appear to have had a legal interest in the site through ownership or a turbary right on 25 
May 2010. 

My Department is considering the position of those who have applied for compensation 
under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme but do not appear to fulfil the qualify-
ing criteria of the scheme for a variety of reasons and will be writing to all such applicants in 
relation to their position in due course.

Question No. 708 answered with Question No. 706.

16/04/2013WRBB02150Litter Pollution Issues

16/04/2013WRBB02200709. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
dog foul bins will be provided at various locations along walkways in Killarney National Park, 
County Kerry, including the Fossa way, Muckross and the Demesne; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [16990/13]

16/04/2013WRBB02300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I have no 
plans to provide dog foul bins in Killarney National Park.  

Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 places the onus on the person in charge of a dog 
to clean up immediately when their dog fouls in a public place.

The provision of dog foul bins in our national parks could lead to wider use of the bins for 
other waste, which would ultimately result in littering in their vicinity, especially during busy 
periods. My Department endeavours to manage our National Parks on the basis of the principles 
of the Leave No Trace   programme, which envisages that no litter or waste is left behind by 
users but is taken out of the park for proper disposal. 

16/04/2013WRBB02350Film Industry Development

16/04/2013WRBB02400710. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if funding is available for a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17018/13]

16/04/2013WRBB02500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment has no role in the provision of direct funding for film projects.  The Irish Film Board is 
the statutory body with responsibility in this area and details of its various funding schemes are 
available on its website at www.irishfilmboard.ie .  The Irish Film Board is independent in its 
decision-making. 

16/04/2013WRBB02550Special Areas of Conservation Designation

16/04/2013WRBB02600711. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the location of maps that give the exact outline of the boundaries of special areas of con-
servation and natural heritage areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17052/13]

16/04/2013WRBB02700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The boundar-
ies of candidate Special Areas of Conservation and Natural Heritage Areas can be viewed on 
my Department’s website at http://webgis.npws.ie/npwsviewer/   and are available on request 
from my Department. 

Maps for Natural Heritage Areas are also included in the Statutory Instrument for each site. 
Copies are available in the Oireachtas Library, from the Government Publications Office at 
www.publications@opw.ie and can be viewed on www.irishstatutebook.ie .

16/04/2013WRBB02750Ferry Services Provision

16/04/2013WRBB02800712. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a ferry will be provided to take animals and so on to and from Dursey Island (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17111/13]

16/04/2013WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley) (Deputy Dinny McGinley): My Department allocated a grant for the provision of 
a ferry cargo service between the mainland and Dursey Island on three separate days during the 
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period from 1 July 2012 to 31 August 2013. This allowed for the transport of vital provisions 
to the island and also facilitated the occasional transfer of animals from the island during the 
period in question.  My Department will give consideration to funding a similar cargo service 
at the end of the above period. However, it should be noted that the regular transfer of animals 
to and from the island is not the responsibility of my Department. 

16/04/2013WRBB02950Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

16/04/2013WRBB03000713. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 356 of 19 March 2013, if he will provide the names of the 
Foras na Gaeilge board members whose fees are not paid due to voluntary waivers or because 
the one person, one salary principle has been applied. [17158/13]

16/04/2013WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): The Foras na Gaeilge board members, to whom fees are not paid due to volun-
tary waivers or because the one person, one salary principle has been applied, are listed below.

BOARD MEMBERS WAIVERS
Liam Kennedy Voluntary Waiver
Tomás Mac Eochagáin Voluntary Waiver
Seosamh Mac Donnchadha OPOS
Dónal Ó hAiniféin OPOS
Tomás Sharkey OPOS
Caitríona Ní Shúilleabháin OPOS

16/04/2013WRBB03150Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRBB03200714. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of turf cutters who received a compensation payment and turf respectively for the 2011 
turf cutting season; the number of these persons who have received a compensation payment 
and turf respectively for the 2012 season; when the outstanding payments will be made; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17312/13]

16/04/2013WRBB03300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): To date, 
2,668 applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme 
have been received and acknowledged by my Department. A total of 596 payments have been 
made to applicants in respect of 2011 and 1,596 payments and 205 deliveries of turf in respect 
of 2012. Details of the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme figures, on a bog by bog 
basis, are available on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department 
at http://www.npws.ie/peatlandsturf-cutting/turfcutting/compensationschemestatistics/.

For the Deputy’s convenience the details are set out at Appendix 1.

Payments and turf deliveries have been made on the basis that applicants have indicated in 
their application forms that they fulfil all the qualifying criteria of the cessation of turf cutting 
compensation scheme. My Department has been checking, and will be continuing to check, that 
all such criteria have been met in each case. 

My Department is considering the position of those who have applied for compensation but 
do not appear to fulfil the qualifying criteria of the scheme for a variety of reasons and will be 
writing to all such applicants in relation to their position in due course.
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16/04/2013WRBB03350National Transport Authority

16/04/2013WRBB03400715. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the National Transport Authority will be included in the list of public bodies to be asked to pre-
pare a language scheme outlining the way services will be provided in Irish; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17421/13]

16/04/2013WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I wish to inform the Deputy that the approach to bringing public bodies, includ-
ing the public body referred to by the Deputy, within the scope of the Official Languages Act 
2003 is part of the review of that Act, which is currently being undertaken by my Department 
in accordance with a commitment in the Programme for Government.

As I have previously indicated, it is intended to publish the Official Languages Act (Amend-
ment) Bill later this year, which will include proposed statutory amendments arising from the 
review of the legislation.

16/04/2013WRCC00150Inland Fisheries

16/04/2013WRCC00200716. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the Fisheries Board activities in the past year to stock 
waterways in the Midlands with trench and bream, to support local fishermen and the tourism 
angling industry in the Midlands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16738/13]

16/04/2013WRCC00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that as part of the management of Lough Sheelin 
and surrounding rivers, IFI relocates fish from there, that are surplus to requirements, to other 
locations on an annual basis.  In 2012 a total of 461 Tench, Bream and Roach/Bream hybrids 
were caught and relocated to the lakes in the Mohill area of County Leitrim.  A similar scheme 
of work is currently taking place for 2013 although it is a little behind schedule due to the per-
sistent cold temperatures that have continued well into April.  However, it is anticipated that as 
this scheme continues in 2013 a further 450 fish consisting of Tench, Bream and Roach/Bream 
hybrids will be transferred to lakes in the Mohill area of County Leitrim.

Additionally over 6,000 small roach were caught and transferred from the lower section of 
the Ballyhealan River in the Lough Sheelin catchment to the Royal Canal in Dublin.  All these 
transfers are subject to strict husbandry and biosecurity controls to ensure that no pathogens or 
alien species are spread or promoted as part of these activities.

It is important in managing the fishery that only those waterways which have a recognised 
surplus of coarse fish can contribute to stocking elsewhere and it is equally important that the 
area selected to receive surplus stock will benefit from the transfer.  

16/04/2013WRCC00350Natural Gas Grid

16/04/2013WRCC00400717. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to extend a gas pipeline spur to Longford and Mullingar towns, as this 
would be a huge boost to businesses in Longford/Westmeath, which is part of the BMW Re-
gion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16740/13]

16/04/2013WRCC00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The development and expansion of the natural gas network is in the first instance a commercial 
matter for Gaslink, which is mandated under Section 8 of the Gas Act 1976, as amended, to 
develop and maintain a national system for the supply of natural gas that is both economical 
and efficient.

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), is statutorily responsible for all aspects of 
the assessment and licensing of prospective operators who wish to develop and/or operate a gas 
distribution system within the State under the Gas (Interim) (Regulation) Act 2002.  I have no 
statutory function in relation to the connection of towns to the gas network.

The CER, in 2006, approved a new network connections policy, which created the op-
portunity to reassess the feasibility of connecting certain towns to the gas network.  In order 
for any town to be connected to the gas network, certain economic criteria need to be met as a 
prerequisite.  The policy framework provides that, over a certain period, the costs of connecting 
the town to the network are recouped through the actual consumption of gas and the associated 
tariffs.  This is designed to obviate against uneconomic projects which would increase costs for 
all gas consumers.  The policy framework allows for the appraisal of a town either on its own 
or as part of a regional group of towns.

It should be noted that Mullingar has been connected to the gas network for a number of 
years.

As regards the position for Longford, the most recent assessment was undertaken a number 
of years ago.  Having full regard to CER’s network connections policy, Bord Gáis Networks, 
and more recently Gaslink, carried out a comprehensive assessment of 39 towns not already 
connected to the national gas network, with detailed economic analysis based on criteria out-
lined in the policy.  The study was published in April 2010 following approval by the CER.  The 
study included an appraisal of Longford as one of a group of towns.  The Gaslink report found 
that 35 towns, including Longford, when appraised on an individual basis or as a group, did not 
qualify for connection on economic grounds.

Gaslink continues to keep under review the towns which did not qualify for connection 
under that study, and other towns, on an ongoing basis.  The key factor which would qualify 
a town, or group of towns, in any future review would be a significant increase in demand for 
natural gas, usually resulting from the addition of a new large industrial or commercial facility.  

16/04/2013WRCC00550Gas and Electricity Disconnections

16/04/2013WRCC00600718. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide a breakdown on a county basis of the number of electricity / natural 
gas disconnections; the number of prepaid electricity meters intallations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16084/13]

16/04/2013WRCC00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and gas markets, including disconnections, is 
a matter for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory 
regulator and one in which I have no statutory function.

  The CER provides quarterly and annual updates on the electricity and gas retail markets, 
including on disconnections, and further information may be found at:

http://www.cer.ie/en/electricity-retail-market-reports-and-publications.aspx   
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Nevertheless, the number of disconnections is a matter of great concern to me, as it is for 
the Government, the CER, voluntary organisations and suppliers.  The rise in disconections in 
recent years has coincided with the economic recession which has caused customer arrears and 
debt levels to rise.

In line with the CER’s Code of Practice on disconnection, electricity and gas suppliers 
must facilitate payment options/plans for domestic customers experiencing genuine hardship 
and, where appropriate, engage with a money advisor acting on behalf of the customer or a 
recognised charity.  This must include offering the customer a prepayment meter.  According 
to CER’s published report on its website on Electricity and Gas Retail Markets, concerning the 
period to the end of September 2012, over 11,000 Pay as You Go electricity meters have been 
installed.  That report also states that there are approximately 19,500 token meters in operation.  
In relation to gas the report states that for the period to end of September 2012, 63,933 Pay as 
You Go and token meters are installed, with 36,109 installed since December 2008.  In addition, 
disconnections may not be initiated where a customer has entered into a payment plan with the 
supplier and is honouring that arrangement. 

I welcome the fact that CER is working with energy suppliers to ensure that they take all 
reasonable steps to assist customers through this difficult period and that disconnections result-
ing from genuine inability to pay are minimised, and only occur as a very last resort.

Implementation of the measures set out in the Government’s Affordable Energy Strategy, 
published last November, is pivotal to protecting the interests of vulnerable customers and im-
proving energy affordability.

In addition, the Government will continue to support the delivery of energy efficiency mea-
sures to vulnerable households in 2013.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme has been 
allocated Exchequer funding of €18 million for 2013, which is expected to result in upgrades 
in over 10,000 homes.  

16/04/2013WRCC00750Energy Schemes

16/04/2013WRCC00800719. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will confirm the home energy retrofit support intended to be provided for 
the elderly and those on low incomes once the proposed PAYS system comes into operation; if 
there will remain a grant-based programme for such citizens separate to the PAYS scheme or 
if it is intended that all applicants regardless of income or age must apply in the same manner; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16098/13]

16/04/2013WRCC00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers a number of schemes under 
the Better Energy programme on behalf of my Department.

The Better Energy Homes scheme provides a financial incentive to private homeowners 
who wish to improve the energy performance of their homes.  Fixed grants are provided to-
wards the cost of a range of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems 
upgrades, solar thermal panels and accompanying BER. 

The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to 
households that are vulnerable to energy poverty.  The scheme is delivered through a combina-
tion of Community Based Organisations, augmented by a panel of private contractors in order 
to ensure national coverage.  Measures available include draught proofing, attic insulation, 
lagging jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are 
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provided free of charge to the customer.

Despite the current economic challenges, the Government is committed to continuing to de-
liver energy efficiency measures to vulnerable households.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes 
scheme has been allocated Exchequer funding of €17 million for 2013.  It is anticipated that the 
scheme will deliver upgrades to approximately 10,000 homes this year.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to roll out a Better Energy Financ-
ing (i.e. pay-as-you-save) energy retrofit scheme for domestic buildings after 2013.  The Better 
Energy Financing (BEF) model proposes that the current suite of Exchequer funded grants for 
energy efficiency measures, excluding the low-income housing retrofit programme, will be re-
placed by a new financing scheme open to the residential and non-residential sectors.

The key benefit to the homeowner of such a financing mechanism is that the scheme will 
allow them to secure upfront financing for energy efficiency upgrades to their homes, and in 
the process remove one of the key energy efficiency barriers.  The consumer will also benefit 
through the creation of a robust quality assurance process that will protect consumers and en-
sure high-quality workmanship.

My Department has put in place a project team to design a replacement retrofit financing 
scheme under the direction of a Project Board representing key state and industry stakeholders.  
Project resources have been drawn from industry experts and elsewhere in the public sector.  It 
is planned that the design of the scheme will be developed over the coming months and that a 
public consultation process will be undertaken later this year.  I would stress, however, that it 
is my intention, in the context of the introduction of a Pay As You Save scheme, that the grant 
scheme aimed at those on low incomes, will remain in existence.  

16/04/2013WRCC00950Semi-State Bodies Remuneration

16/04/2013WRCC01000720. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will supply the terms of contract for the new Chairman (details supplied) of An 
Post, their annual salary, length of tenure and agreed pension arrangements. [16148/13]

16/04/2013WRCC01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
On 26 March 2013, I appointed Mr. Christoph Mueller as Director and Chairperson of An Post 
for a period of five years.  The remuneration in respect of this appointment will be at a rate of 
€31,500 per annum.  There are no pension arrangements associated with this appointment.

16/04/2013WRCC01150Renewable Energy Incentives

16/04/2013WRCC01200721. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the plans, if any, he has to provide funding to schools who wish to use re-
newable energy on their premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16195/13]

16/04/2013WRCC01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
My Department does not provide direct funding to schools who wish to use renewable energy 
on their premises.  The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, which is under the aegis of my 
Department, provides guidance on energy management in schools and An Taisce runs a Green 
Schools programme and award scheme in Ireland in co-operation with Local Authorities. 

Green Schools is an international environmental education programme, designed to pro-
mote and acknowledge whole school action for the environment.  Green Schools offers a well-
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defined, controllable way to take environmental issues from the curriculum and apply them to 
the day-to-day running of a school.  In Ireland there are currently almost 2,015 primary, sec-
ondary and special schools participating in the programme.  651 schools have implemented the 
programme successfully and have been awarded the green flag.  

16/04/2013WRCC01350Gas Exploration Licences

16/04/2013WRCC01400722. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the authorisation, consent or permit the cable laying and associated seismic 
survey by SEPIL in the Corrib Gas Field is being conducted under; if he will provide the details 
of this authorisation and when such authorisation was granted; if he will provide a copy of the 
permits and association application;; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16218/13]

16/04/2013WRCC01500723. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will identify, in relation to permit granted to SEPIL to conduct a seismic 
survey in the Corrib Gas Field, the specific part of the applications and associated decisions 
where this particular cable laying and associated seismic survey was specified and addressed; 
if a derogation licence under Article 16 of the Habitats Directive has been secured for these 
activities in respect of Annex IV species; if he will supply a copy of the application and licence 
for this derogation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16219/13]

16/04/2013WRCC01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 722 and 723 together.

In 2012, Shell E&P Ireland applied for a permit under its Petroleum Prospecting Licence 
1/12 to acquire 3D OBC seismic data over the Corrib Gas Field.  It was the developer’s inten-
tion to complete this survey in 2012 but this was not possible for technical and poor weather 
reasons.  The developer is now planning to acquire the remainder of the 3D OBC survey over 
the Corrib Gas Field in 2013.

I would like to explain the background to the assessment of this application as follows. 
Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27th June 1985, as amended, on the assessment of the ef-
fects of certain public and private projects on the environment (‘EIA Directive’) put in place a 
system whereby certain projects by reason of their type, size, location, etc.,   must be assessed 
as to their likely effects on the environment through the process of Environmental Impact As-
sessment.  On the 21st of May 1992, the European Community adopted Directive 92/43/EEC 
on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild flora and fauna.  An Appropriate Assessment 
is required under the Habitats Directive for any plan or project likely to have significant effect 
on an internationally important site for nature conservation. 

While geophysical surveys are not specifically listed as requiring assessment under the EIA 
Directive, as a precautionary measure, my Department undertook a screening of the Corrib 3D 
OBC Seismic Survey application with respect to the requirements of both the EIA and the Habi-
tats Directives which concluded that,  “No EIA is considered necessary due to the limited extent 
and duration of the operation and in light of the existing requirements under the scope and qual-
ity requirements set out or implied by specific European and Irish legislation and guidelines”, 
and with regard to the Habitats Directive, “This screening has established that the survey poses 
no risk of a significant effect on the West Connaught Coast SAC and as such requires no further 
Appropriate Assessment”.

Cetaceans are addressed in the developer’s Environmental Statement as being listed under 
Annex IV of the Habitats Directive and thus strictly protected.  It is concluded within the re-
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ports that the localised and temporary nature of the operation means that no ‘Wildlife Distur-
bance Licence’ is required.  The ‘Wildlife Disturbance Licence’ is in reference to the ‘deroga-
tion licence’ under Regulation 54 of S.I. 477/2011 ( European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011) and complying with the requirements of the provisions of Regula-
tions 51, 52 and 53 and in particular the protection of fauna, Regulation 51 (2) which states: 
“Notwithstanding any consent, statutory or otherwise, given to a person by a public authority or 
held by a person, except in accordance with a licence granted by the Minister under Regulation 
54, a person who in respect of the species referred to in Part 1 of the First Schedule —

... (b) deliberately disturbs these species particularly during the period of breeding, rearing, 
hibernation and migration” ... Shall be guilty of an offence.”

No derogation licence is required where no significant disturbance is caused and where the 
proposed activity can be timed, organised and carried out in a manner that will not constitute an 
offence under Irish wildlife legislation, as is the case with the Corrib 3D Seismic Survey.

Permission was therefore granted to the developer on 4 March, 2013 to undertake the 3D 
OBC Seismic Survey in the Slyne Basin.  This survey is currently being carried out.   

16/04/2013WRCC01850Broadcasting Sector Regulation

16/04/2013WRCC01900724. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if Radio Telefís Éireann journalists and presenters are subject to contracts which 
prevent them doing their job in a way which will undermine the objectives, including the com-
mercial objectives, of RTÉ; and if there is a conflict between such terms and a journalist and 
presenter’s duty to report on matters in an unfettered manner, particularly on matters relating 
to RTÉ. [16292/13]

16/04/2013WRCC02000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
RTÉ is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit and obligations are set 
out in Section 114 of the Broadcasting Act 2009.

Section 98 provides that the company shall be independent in the pursuance of these ob-
jects, subject to the requirements of the Act and as such, I, as Minister, have no function in the 
management of RTÉ’s day to day affairs including in relation to the contractual position of RTÉ 
employees.

16/04/2013WRCC02050Broadcasting Sector Regulation

16/04/2013WRCC02100725. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will lay before the Oireachtas the latest report and financial statements of the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. [16293/13]

16/04/2013WRCC02200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland’s Annual Report and Accounts for 2011 were laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas on 11th April.

16/04/2013WRCC02250Broadband Services Provision

16/04/2013WRCC02300726. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
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Resources when the 30Mbps minimum national broadband plan will serve an area (details sup-
plied) in County Waterfiord; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16309/13]

16/04/2013WRCC02400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-reg-
ulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Waterford, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie  .

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme and the Rural Broadband Scheme.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important mile-
stone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department has identified, following 
the evaluation of tender responses to a request for experts, the preferred bidder to assist in the 
design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment. Intensive technical, financial and 
legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a 
view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including all of County Waterford, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity, through public 
or private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

16/04/2013WRCC02450Wind Energy Guidelines

16/04/2013WRCC02500727. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of onshore windfarms and the number of offshore windfarms cur-
rently being constructed here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16372/13]

16/04/2013WRCC02600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Information on numbers of wind farms currently being constructed are not held by my Depart-
ment, EirGrid (the Transmission System Operator) or ESB Networks (the Distribution System 
Operator).  However, data published by EirGrid indicates that 25 larger wind farms are con-
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tracted to connect to the high voltage transmission grid and data published by ESB Networks 
shows that 74 wind farms are contracted to connect to the low voltage distribution grid. In addi-
tion, the Gate 3 programme allows for the issuance of connection offers to over 150 renewable 
generators (mostly wind farms), with a combined capacity of approximately 4,000 MW.    There 
are 3 offshore wind projects in the Gate 3 process awaiting connection offers to the transmission 
grid.  No offshore wind distribution projects are currently under construction in the Republic 
of Ireland.

16/04/2013WRCC02650Wind Energy Guidelines

16/04/2013WRCC02700728. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he recognises the benefits of developing offshore windfarms as opposed to 
onshore windfarms, which risk causing noise pollution and blighting the countryside; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16376/13]

16/04/2013WRCC02800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Keeping the cost of energy in Ireland as low as possible is important for all consumers and plays 
a critical role in maintaining our overall economic competiveness.  Late last year the Govern-
ment agreed with my decision on cost grounds not to proceed with an application to the Euro-
pean Commission for State Aid clearance for a higher priced feed in tariff to support offshore 
wind development in the Irish electricity market.

While offshore wind is already being deployed in several Member States as part of deliver-
ing on their national renewable energy targets, it is still a very expensive technology to deploy, 
typically costing double the price of deploying onshore wind.  Offshore wind currently costs in 
the region of €3 million per megawatt to deploy compared to the cost of onshore wind which is 
around €1.5 million per megawatt. 

Ireland’s deployment of renewable energy sources in electricity has been increasing steadily 
in recent years as we work North and South, to deliver a 40% level of renewable electricity 
consumption by 2020.  There has been good progress from 5% renewable electricity in 2005 
to around 17% renewable electricity at present.  The challenge is to steadily increase renew-
able electricity generation in the all island market from onshore wind and biomass year on year 
towards 2020.

However, in order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy targets and 
at the same time ensure that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local communities, 
the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government – in conjunction with 
my Department and other stakeholders – is undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects of 
the Wind Energy Guidelines 2006.  This review will examine the manner in which the Guide-
lines address key issues of community concern such as noise (including separation distance) 
and shadow flicker.  

16/04/2013WRCC02850Wind Energy Guidelines

16/04/2013WRCC02900729. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if regulations are in place regarding the construction of onshore windfarms 
here that are financed by foreign companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16378/13]

16/04/2013WRCC03000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The construction of onshore wind farms in Ireland is subject to the Planning and Development 
Acts, including the requirements for public consultation irrespective of the source of funding 
for their construction.  Best practice Wind Energy Guidelines were also published in 2006. Cur-
rently, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government – in conjunc-
tion with my Department and other stakeholders – is undertaking a targeted review of certain 
aspects of the 2006 guidelines.  This review will examine the manner in which the guidelines 
address key issues of community concern such as noise (including separation distance) and 
shadow flicker, in order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy targets 
and at the same time ensure that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local com-
munities.

In addition to planning permission, in order to connect to the electricity grid in Ireland, 
wind farm developers require a grid connection.  The grid connection process is vested in the 
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).  CER issued its Gate 3 direction in December 2008 
(CER 08/260 available at www.cer.ie).  This sets out the list of renewable generators entitled 
to a grid connection offer under the Gate 3 process.  The Department monitors the number of 
windfarms connected to the grid and contracted to connect to the grid (i.e. that have accepted 
their grid connection offers).  This data is publicly available on the EirGrid and ESB Networks 
websites (www.eirgrid.com and www.esb.ie).  

16/04/2013WRCC03050Nuclear Plants

16/04/2013WRCC03100730. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in relation to the recent development proposals for a nuclear power facility 
at Hinkely Point as approved by the UK’s Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 
on March 19th 2013, if he will confirm if the UK Government notified Ireland regarding these 
proposals; if so, when and how; and if he will provide copies of this correspondence and his 
replies, if any; if he will provide information on any decision by Irish authorities regarding 
notification of the Irish public about the development; and if so, the nature and reason for that 
decision. [16490/13]

16/04/2013WRCC03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The matter raised in the question is the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for the En-
vironment, Community and Local Government. 

I refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No. 781 on today’s Order Paper.  

16/04/2013WRCC03250Alternative Energy Projects

16/04/2013WRCC03300731. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the amount paid by Bord Gáis for the wind turbines purchased from a society 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16503/13]

16/04/2013WRCC03400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Bord Gáis Éireann is a commercial State company and this is an operational matter for the 
Board and not one in which I have a function. 

SWS Natural Resources Limited was part of a business originally founded by the South 
Western Cattle Breeding Society.  In December 2009 Bord Gáis Éireann acquired SWS Natural 
Resources Limited, a renewable energy business which included operational wind turbines, 
land leases and a renewable energy development pipeline.
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Separate price information in respect of the wind turbines is not available as the price paid 
by Bord Gáis Éireann was for the entire business and such detailed price information would, in 
any case, be commercially sensitive.

16/04/2013WRCC03450Telecommunications Services Provision

16/04/2013WRCC03500732. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will clarify the location of the closest telephone exchange for the Faithlegg and 
Cheekpoint area of County Waterford; if he will further clarify the basic level of broadband 
speed available for that area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16506/13]

16/04/2013WRCC03600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The market for the provision of telecommunications network facilities and services is fully lib-
eralised.  These are therefore matters for commercial operators authorised by the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg), the independent regulator of the telecommunica-
tions market.  I have no statutory function in relation to the provision of such facilities nor have 
I a shareholder role in any company offering retail broadband services.

ComReg, the market regulator, operates an online call costs service, http://www.callcosts.
ie/broadband/Broadband_Calculator.175.LE.asp, which, among other things, identifies retail 
broadband services providers offering services in different speeds categories by county.   

Broadcasting Sector Remuneration

16/04/2013WRCC03700733. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide a list of the top ten remuneration packages paid at RTÉ in 2011 and 
2012, including the packages paid to presenters and management; and if such information can-
not be provided because of data protection reasons, if he will provide an overall total of the top 
ten remuneration packages split between total salary, total employer contributions to pensions, 
total other pay and perks [16535/13]

16/04/2013WRCC03800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
RTÉ is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit and obligations are set 
out in Section 114 of the Broadcasting Act 2009.

Section 98 provides that the company shall be independent in the pursuance of these objects, 
subject to the requirements of the Act and as such, I, as Minister, have no function in the man-
agement of RTÉ’s day to day affairs including in relation to providing information on the top 
10 remuneration packages in RTÉ.

16/04/2013WRCC03850Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRCC03900734. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the cost incurred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel pro-
gramme for St Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16604/13]

16/04/2013WRCC04000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I was abroad on official business in the United States over the period 13th March to 17th   of 
March.  While there, my intensive programme of events and engagements was aimed primarily 
at promoting Ireland as a location for investment.  I was accompanied by my Private Secretary 
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and my Special Adviser.

The cost incurred by my Department to date amounts to €4,068.76.  

16/04/2013WRCC04050Electricity Generation

16/04/2013WRCC04100735. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if the present payment system with Electric Ireland in respect of surplus electricity 
supplied to the National Grid will be renewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16727/13]

16/04/2013WRCC04200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Prices in the retail market have now been fully deregulated, effective since 4 April 2011, and 
there is no longer scope for specifying a regulated tariff/payment for microgeneration in the 
retail market as part of the Commission for Energy Regulation’s (CER) tariff setting. Individual 
supply companies, however, remain free to make payment offerings in respect of surplus elec-
tricity supplied to the National Grid on a commercial basis. 

The only supplier offering a microgeneration feed-in-tariff at present is Electric Ireland at 
9c/kwh.  Electric Ireland has been offering a 9c/kwh feed in tariff, on a commercial basis, to 
domestic microgenerators since February 2009.  No other electricity supply company has to 
date chosen to enter the market and to offer a microgeneration feed-in-tariff on a commercial 
basis, although the CER invited them to do so.  

16/04/2013WRCC04250Broadband Services Provision

16/04/2013WRCC04300736. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources when the broadband service will be upgraded in County Tipperary (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16779/13]

16/04/2013WRCC04350737. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources when the broadband service will be upgraded in County Tipperary (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16785/13]

16/04/2013WRCC04400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 736 and 737 together. 

 Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance 
with the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-
regulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Tipperary, can be found on ComReg’s website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme.   NBS services are available within 50 of the 
177 Electoral Divisions in County Tipperary and I have attached a list of these Electoral Divi-
sions.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
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by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important mile-
stone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, my Department has identified, following 
the evaluation of tender responses to a request for experts, the preferred bidder to assist in the 
design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment. Intensive technical, financial and 
legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be ongoing throughout 2013 with a 
view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and businesses can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including all of County Tipperary, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity, through public 
or private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

Electoral Divisions (ED) Covered by the NBS in County Tipperary

ED Name ED Reference No.
ABINGTON     ED 217001
AGHNAMEADLE    ED 217002
ARDFINNAN    ED 217006
BALLYCAHILL    ED 217013
BALLYCARRON    ED 217014
BALLYGRIFFIN    ED 217017
BALLYLUSKY    ED 217019
BORRISOKANE    ED 217030
BRUIS     ED 217034
BURNCOURT   ED 217037
CARRIG     ED 217043
CLOGHER     ED 217049
CLOGHPRIOR    ED 217051
CLONBEG     ED 217053
CLONEEN    ED 217054
COOLAGARRANROE  ED 217060
CULLEN     ED 217063
CURRAHEEN    ED 217064
DERRYGRATH    ED 217066
DOLLA     ED 217067
EMLY     ED 217072
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ED Name ED Reference No.
FINNOE     ED 217075
FOILNAMAN    ED 217076
GARRANGIBBON    ED 217078
GLENGAR     ED 217079
GOLDEN     ED 217081
GORTKELLY    ED 217082
INCH      ED 217088
KILBARRON     ED 217090
KILCORAN     ED 217095
KILLAVINOGE    ED 217100
KILLEENASTEENA    ED 217102
KILNANEAVE    ED 217108
KILPATRICK    ED 217110
LACKAGH     ED 217117
LATTERAGH    ED 217118
LATTIN     ED 217119
MOYALIFF     ED 217131
OUGHTERLEAGUE   ED 217142
POYNTSTOWN    ED 217144
RODUS     ED 217151
SHRONELL    ED 217153
TEMPLEDERRY    ED 217155
TEMPLETOUHY    ED 217158
TERRYGLASS    ED 217159
THOMASTOWN    ED 217160
TIMONEY     ED 217163
TUBBRID     ED 217167
TULLAGHMELAN    ED 217168
TWO MILE BORRIS   ED 217171

16/04/2013WRDD00150Croke Park Agreement Implementation

16/04/2013WRDD00200738. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if the new public sector pay proposal Croke Park two, if adopted, will pertain to staff 
in RTÉ; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16809/13]

16/04/2013WRDD00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The implementation and the provision of information on the extent of the application of the 
Croke Park II Agreement are matters for my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform. It is my understanding, however, that, as in the case of the first Croke Park agreement, 
the proposed new public service agreement - Croke Park II – will not pertain to staff in RTÉ. 
RTÉ, as an independent organisation with a significant commercial remit continues to under-
take a substantial restructuring and cost reduction programme of its own.

16/04/2013WRDD00350Gas Exploration Licences
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16/04/2013WRDD00400739. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the number of oil and gas fields currently being explored in Irish waters; the persons 
undertaking these exploration works; the process in place for receiving permission for such 
exploration; the estimated value of these oil and gas fields; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16862/13]

16/04/2013WRDD00600740. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources the measures in place to ensure that the Exchequer benefits financially from any oil 
or gas exploration projects within our country and its waters; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16863/13]

16/04/2013WRDD00800741. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will outline his response to the view that the Norwegian people benefit signifi-
cantly in a financial sense for oil and gas exploration projects in their country but that the Irish 
people will not benefit similarly from such projects in our country; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16864/13]

16/04/2013WRDD00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte) : 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 739 to 741, inclusive, together.

Details of all extant petroleum authorisations made under the Petroleum and Other Minerals 
Development Act 1960, e.g. petroleum exploration licences, petroleum licensing options and 
petroleum prospecting licences can be found in the half-yearly reports made to the Houses of 
the Oireachtas under the Act. An acreage report and a concession map showing the areas sub-
ject to authorisations, as at 31 December 2012, is published on my Department’s website at the 
following link:

h t t p : / / w w w . d c e n r . g o v . i e / N a t u r a l / P e t r o l e u m + A f f a i r s + D i v i s i o n /
Acreage+and+Activity+Reports/ 

The process for the award of authorisations is outlined in the Act and in a Departmental pub-
lication entitled “Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration, Development and Pro-
duction 2007”.  This document is published on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/Natural/Petroleum+Affairs+Division/Licensing+Applications/ 

Potential oil and gas bearing areas in Irish waters which are currently the subject of explora-
tion activities are by their very nature, prospective, and as such not amenable to value estima-
tion.

There have been four commercial natural gas discoveries since exploration began offshore 
Ireland in the early 1970s, namely the Kinsale, Ballycotton and Seven Heads (Kinsale area) 
producing gas fields off the coast of Cork and the Corrib gas field off the coast of Mayo.  There 
have been no commercial discoveries of oil to date.

The Kinsale area gas fields are now nearing depletion and currently provide approximately 
5% of Ireland’s annual gas requirements.  The Corrib gas field is under development and first 
gas is not anticipated before late 2014.  All four gas fields are held under petroleum leases is-
sued by my Department.  

In terms of the direct financial contribution to the State, profits from the three Kinsale area 
gas fields are taxed at a rate of 25%.  In addition, royalties from the Kinsale and Ballycotton gas 
fields are payable to the State at a rate of 12.5% of the fair market value of the gas at the well 
head.  The combination of tax, royalties and rental fees currently provides for a State take of 
40% of net income from these two fields.
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Royalties are not payable on production from the Seven Heads Gas field or from future pro-
duction from the Corrib gas field as Ireland moved away from a royalty based payments system 
to a tax based system in 1987.  Profits from the Corrib gas field will be taxed at 25% when the 
field goes into production.  A comprehensive review of Ireland’s licensing terms was carried out 
in 2007 following which both the fiscal and non-fiscal licensing terms were revised.

The revised Terms seek to strike a balance between attracting those willing to invest in high-
risk exploration while at the same time ensuring the State receives a fair share of profits where 
a commercial discovery is made.

The revised licensing terms provide for a new profit resource rent tax of up to 15% in addi-
tion to the 25% corporate tax rate previously applying.  The revised terms ensure that the return 
to the State will increase to a maximum of 40% in the case of the most profitable fields. The 
revised terms apply to all exploration licences issued since the beginning of 2007.

Countries that have petroleum production use a range of models to obtain a financial return 
from their natural resources.  These models vary both in terms of the instruments used and in 
terms of the level of take which the State seeks to obtain.  Some countries use a combination of 
instruments, such as: State participation in licences; production royalties; along with taxation, 
while other countries, including Ireland, take an approach that is principally based on taxing 
profits.  Each country’s fiscal system tends to have its own individual characteristics. 

In determining the appropriate approach at a national level a range of factors must be con-
sidered, with the principal factor being the relative prospectivity of the area.  Directly replicat-
ing the fiscal regime of another country is unlikely to provide the optimum outcome.  Regard 
must also be had to the approach adopted by countries with whom we are directly competing 
for a share of international exploration investment.

While there has been a modest but welcome upturn in the level of interest in exploration off 
our coast in recent years, the reality is that the only commercial discoveries of hydrocarbons 
made in the Irish offshore to date are the three producing gas fields in the Kinsale area and the 
Corrib gas field.

Despite the low level of commercial discoveries to date, working petroleum systems are 
known to exist in many of Ireland’s offshore basins, as demonstrated by a number of non-com-
mercial discoveries as well as other oil and gas indicators such as hydrocarbon shows in wells.

Nevertheless, the oil and gas potential of the Irish offshore is largely unproven and is likely 
to remain so until there is a significant and sustained increase in the number of exploration wells 
being drilled from the current levels of 1 to 2 wells per year.

To this end my Department encourages exploration investment through an active and tar-
geted promotion campaign, regular licensing rounds and by supporting petroleum research 
projects that deepen knowledge of the petroleum potential of the Irish offshore.  Maintaining 
an appropriate fiscal regime is also critical to attracting this much need exploration investment 
to Ireland.

Ireland does not have proven resources equivalent to those of Norway, and as such Ireland’s 
tax terms for oil and gas production are deliberately aimed at attracting new investment and 
are set at a level comparable to countries such as France, Portugal and Spain, who, like Ireland, 
have limited petroleum production and proven resources and with whom we compete for ex-
ploration investment.
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16/04/2013WRDD00950Energy Schemes

16/04/2013WRDD01000742. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will examine the predicament of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry, 
who was approved for attic insulation on 28 September 2012 [16935/13]

16/04/2013WRDD01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy Warmer 
Homes scheme under the Better Energy Programme.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme 
delivers a range of energy efficiency measures to households that are vulnerable to energy pov-
erty.  The scheme is delivered through a combination of SEAI appointed Community Based 
Organisations (CBOs), augmented by a panel of private contractors in order to ensure national 
coverage and via an area based approach.  Measures available include draught proofing, attic 
insulation, lagging jackets for hot water tanks, low energy light bulbs and cavity wall insulation 
and are free of charge to the customer.

The practice of insulating dormer roofs/sloped ceilings under the Warmer Homes scheme 
was reviewed late last year by the SEAI on foot of rapidly escalating costs.  Sloping roofs pres-
ent particular challenges, as insulation can only be installed in part of the roof space. Achieving 
sufficient ventilation, as required by the Building Regulations, to avoid condensation problems 
can be extremely costly.  As a result, it has been decided that the significant additional costs 
cannot generally be justified by the marginal insulation gains. However, in a small number of 
instances alternative technical solutions may be possible. SEAI is in the process of reviewing 
all applications where sloping roofs are present and will contact relevant homeowners if an ap-
propriate solution can be found.  

Queries in relation to individual applications are an operational matter for the SEAI and 
a dedicated hotline can be reached at 1800 250 204.  In addition, the SEAI has established a 
specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members, which can be sent to oireachtas@
seai.ie and will be dealt with promptly.

16/04/2013WRDD01150Alternative Energy Projects

16/04/2013WRDD01200743. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the amount Bord Gáis has invested or provided in grant aid to an ocean energy 
developer (details supplied); if it has investments in other wave energy developers; if so, if he 
will list those investments; the amount invested in same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17021/13]

16/04/2013WRDD01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Bord Gáis Éireann is a commercial State company and this is an operational matter for the 
Board and not one in which I have a function.

However, I have been advised by Bord Gáis Eireann (BGE) that in 2010 the company 
agreed to invest €2 million in Wavebob Limited, an Irish based wave energy technology de-
velopment company.  The investment was planned to be carried out in two tranches.  The first 
tranche of €1.2 m was made on execution of the agreements: €950k was given to Wavebob 
as a loan and €250k was used to acquire a 20% shareholding from Wavebob in a Joint Ven-
ture company, Tonn Energy between Wavebob and Vattenfall.  The objective of Tonn was to 
develop wave farms in Irish waters using any commercially viable wave power technology 
available.  The second tranche of €0.8m was to be paid on completion of in-ocean trials of the 
Wavebob technology.  The Bord Gáis investment in the two companies to date is therefore a 
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total of €1.2m.  I understand a creditors’ meeting was held on 12th   April and that the Wavebob 
company is being placed into liquidation.  Bord Gáis Éireann has no other investments in wave 
energy developers.

16/04/2013WRDD01350Alternative Energy Projects

16/04/2013WRDD01400744. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the amount the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland has invested or provided 
in grant aid to an ocean energy developer (details supplied); if he will also list other investments 
or grant aid provided by the SEAI to other ocean wave energy developers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17022/13]

16/04/2013WRDD01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The amount the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland has invested or provided in grant aid to 
ocean energy developers over the period 2005 to 2013 is set out in the table below.  This com-
prises grants provided from the Renewable Energy Research, Development and Demonstration 
Fund (2005 – 2008) and its successor the Ocean Fund (2009 – 2013).

Grants Paid to Ocean Energy Developers

Organisation Paid 2005 - 2013
Openhydro Technology Ltd €2,902,858
Ocean Energy €575,198
Wavebob Ltd €836,877
Sea Power Ltd €218,450
Technology from Ideas Ltd €317,300
Cyan Technologies Ltd €132,594
Jospa Ltd €102,776
Blue Power Energy €37,764
Key Engineering Services €25,310
Waveberg Ireland €26,412
Martin Houston & Sons Ltd €13,410
Wave Energy Ireland Ltd €90,120
Tidal Energy Ltd €30,473
CETO Wave Energy Ireland Ltd €69,718
Limerick Wave Ltd €6,300
Oceans of Clean Renewable Energy Ltd €11,795
Benson Engineering Ltd €45,307
Total €5,442,661

16/04/2013WRDD01550Energy Schemes

16/04/2013WRDD01600745. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will consider allowing tenants in local authority housing to avail of Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland grants to improve the energy efficency of their home in cases in 
which the local authority has informed tenants that they are unable to provide funding to carry 
out such works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17197/13]

16/04/2013WRDD01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
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The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers the Better Energy Warmer 
Homes scheme on behalf of the Department.  The scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency 
measures to those that are vulnerable to energy poverty and who live in privately-owned dwell-
ings.  The scheme is delivered through a combination of Community Based Organisations, aug-
mented by a panel of private contractors in order to ensure national coverage.  Measures avail-
able include draught proofing, attic insulation, lagging jackets for hot water tanks, low energy 
light bulbs and cavity wall insulation and are free of charge to the customer. There are a number 
of alternative retrofit programmes, funded by the Department of Environment, Community and 
Local Government, that are available to those living in social housing. 

Despite the current economic challenges, the Government is committed to continuing to de-
liver energy efficiency measures to vulnerable households.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes 
scheme has been allocated Exchequer funding of €17 million for 2013.  It is anticipated that the 
scheme will deliver upgrades to approximately 10,000 homes this year.

The scheme is an important element of the Affordable Energy Strategy that was launched in 
November 2011.  The Strategy aims to target people experiencing energy poverty regardless of 
tenancy, be it private or social housing. In this regard, the SEAI along with my Department are 
currently undertaking a pilot programme involving two Local Authorities.  The pilot will test a 
number of delivery mechanisms in providing energy retrofits to a targeted group of low-income 
families living in Local Authority housing within the Longford County Council and South Dub-
lin County Council districts.  The outcome of the pilot will inform future policy in this regard.  

16/04/2013WRDD01750Postal Services

16/04/2013WRDD01800746. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources when the roll out of post codes across the country will take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17198/13]

16/04/2013WRDD01900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government is committed to introducing postcodes across the State.  The implementation 
of a national postcode system is a complex and detailed process. Consequently the procurement 
process to select a postcode management licence holder to implement a National Postcode Sys-
tem is ongoing.  It is expected that the matter will be put to tender in mid-May.   

The final decision to proceed with implementation of a national postcode will be one for 
Government and will be based on appropriate financial, technical and operational consider-
ations.  

16/04/2013WRDD01950Broadband Services Provision

16/04/2013WRDD02000747. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding national broadcasting. [17720/13]

16/04/2013WRDD02100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The matter in question relates to issues raised by a constituent of the Deputy in a letter which 
has separately been received in my Department. The letter in question touches on a wide range 
of areas regarding RTÉ. It is my view that this correspondence is more appropriately addressed 
within the system of representations received in my Department. This will provide for a full 
and comprehensive reply which will issue to the correspondent shortly, a copy of which I will 
provide to the Deputy.
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16/04/2013WRDD02150Greenhouse Gas Emissions

16/04/2013WRDD02200748. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on the fact that Ireland is ranked at the bottom of the list with 
regard to carbon dioxide emissions 118 by the World Economic Forum in its Travel and Com-
petitiveness Report 2013; if he will outline his plans to address this issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16034/13]

16/04/2013WRDD02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Taken in isolation, this single criterion does not reflect Ireland’s actual performance in the 
report. Overall, Ireland is ranked 19th out of the 140 countries featured, an improvement of two 
places on our ranking in the 2011 report.  Looking at other criteria in the current report, Ireland 
is placed 16th on stringency and 21th on enforcement of environmental regulation; 21st on the 
sustainability of travel and tourism industry development; and 9th on addressing particulate 
matter concentration (PM10 ). Ireland is also listed as one of just 12 countries which share the 
highest rating for the ratification of environmental treaties. In the body of the report, Ireland is 
referenced as among the top ten countries which demonstrate a significant focus on protecting 
the environment.   

Given the size, location and population of the country, and the significance of the agriculture 
and food sectors within the overall economy, Ireland has a unique greenhouse gas emissions 
profile.  It presents a major mitigation challenge which is being addressed in the context of the 
current Programme for the development of national climate policy and legislation.   

16/04/2013WRDD02350Mortgage Applications Approvals

16/04/2013WRDD02400749. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide details of the eligibility criteria that apply to borrowers 
who wish to avail of the mortgage to rent scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16095/13]

16/04/2013WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Householders seeking to avail of the mortgage to rent 
scheme must:

- have been involved in the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) with their lender 
and agree that they can no longer afford to pay their mortgage loan now or in the future;

- own the property they live in, with a current market value of less than €220,000 in the 
Dublin area or less than €180,000 in the rest of the country;

- have their property in good condition, in a suitable location and which must suit their cur-
rent needs;

- not own any other property or have assets in excess of €20,000;

- have household income not exceeding €25,000, €30,000 or €35,000 a year, depending on 
what part of the country they live in (household income in this context is net of taxes and social 
insurance (PRSI)); and

- the borrower must have a long-term right to remain in Ireland.
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16/04/2013WRDD02550Litter Pollution Legislation

16/04/2013WRDD02600750. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to introduce new, tougher legislation to address the problem of lit-
tering and dog fouling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16892/13]

16/04/2013WRDD02700808. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the initiatives being run by his Department to address the problem of litter-
ing and dog fouling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16893/13]

16/04/2013WRDD02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 750 and 808 together.  

The Litter Pollution Acts 1997 to 2009 provide the statutory framework to combat the litter 
problem.  Under the Acts, the primary management and enforcement response to littering is, in 
the first instance, a matter for local authorities.

It is a matter for each local authority to determine the most appropriate course of action to 
tackle litter pollution locally, within the legislation provided, including the most appropriate 
public awareness, enforcement and clean up actions in relation to litter, taking account of its 
own local circumstances and priorities.

Penalties available under the Litter Pollution Acts for litter offences range from an on-the-
spot fine of €150, to a maximum fine of €3,000 on summary conviction, and a maximum fine 
of €130,000 on conviction on indictment. The fines for continuing offences are €600 per day 
for summary offences and €10,000 per day for indictable offences.  A person convicted of a lit-
ter offence may also be required by the court to pay the local authority’s costs and expenses in 
investigating the offence and bringing the prosecution.  

In 2010, over 18,000 litter fines were issued by local authorities, who also spent approxi-
mately €100 million nationally on litter control and prevention. The latest figures available 
from my Department’s National Litter Pollution Monitoring System demonstrate that the litter 
situation is continuing to improve across the country. 

Notwithstanding the significant penalties currently in place, my Department is preparing 
legislative proposals that would provide for the introduction of on-the-spot fines for incidences 
of fly-tipping or small-scale illegal dumping.  I expect to be in a position to submit proposed 
Heads of a Bill in this regard to Government for approval shortly.

As the Minister with responsibility for this area, I encourage a multi-facetted approach to 
tackling the litter problem, incorporating enforcement, public awareness and education.  As 
such, my Department supports several anti-litter initiatives to combat litter in Ireland including:

- National Spring Clean;

- Green Schools Program;

- Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL) – Litter League;

- Tidy Towns;

- Local Authority Anti-Litter & Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme;

- Negotiated Agreement with the Banking and Chewing Gum industries.

Under the Anti-Litter & Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme, which my Department has 
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co-funded for local authorities since 1997, local authorities are responsible for selecting suit-
able projects for funding and deciding on individual grant allocations.  The scheme requires that 
projects selected should promote greater public awareness and education in relation to litter, 
including the issue of dog fouling, and since 2008, graffiti. They should also, where possible, 
focus on voluntary initiatives by community and environmental groups and involve schools 
and young people in anti-litter and anti-graffiti action. Typically, eligible projects include lo-
cal media campaigns, clean-ups, primary/secondary school competitions, exhibitions and the 
production of videos, posters and leaflets. The maximum grant for a project may be up to 70% 
of the cost, with the balance being met by local contributions. A total of €1,000,000 was made 
available to fund suitable projects under the scheme in 2012. A similar level of funding has been 
allocated to the scheme in 2013.

During the summer months of 2012, I also launched a national litter campaign by way of a 
negotiated agreement with the National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI), NNI Local & Regional, 
the Regional Newspapers and Printers Association of Ireland (RNPAI) and Magazines Ireland. 
The campaign was picked up by the majority of national and regional press as well as other 
local publications. Also in 2012, a €750,000 local authority litter enforcement grant scheme, 
specifically designed to allow local authorities put in place measures to tackle these issues was 
introduced.

I believe that raising awareness of the litter problem and educating our young people is key 
to effecting a long term change in society’s attitudes towards litter disposal but ultimately, it is 
the responsibility of each individual to ensure that they play their part in preserving the environ-
ment for others through the responsible disposal of their litter.

16/04/2013WRDD02850Motor Tax Collection

16/04/2013WRDD02900751. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way the figure for the extra administrative costs relating to the payment of mo-
tor tax in instalments is arrived at; and if he will provide a breakdown of the extra costs related 
to processing each different option for payment by instalment. [17309/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The rates of duty currently applicable to half-yearly and quarterly discs are 55.5% and 
28.25% of the annual rate respectively and incorporate a surcharge element to cover the higher 
administrative costs involved in processing such applications. These relativities have remained 
generally constant since the 1960s .   

The number of annual, half-yearly and quarterly transactions in 2012 is set out in the table 
below.   

Vehicle Licence Number of transactions Percentage of transactions 
Annual 1,455,061 31 
Half Yearly 684,003 15 
Quarterly 2,483,215 54 
Total 4,622,279 100% 

Non-annual transactions make up over two-thirds of all motor transactions processed.  As 
well as the increased direct costs related to the printing and issuing of non-annual vehicle 
licences, the issuing of renewal notices, and the attendant postage costs associated with the 
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foregoing, the cost of staff time in processing and recording non-annual licences must also be 
factored in. The specific cost breakdown is not available.  

16/04/2013WRDD03050Water Charges

16/04/2013WRDD03100752. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if an allowance of water units will be given to clients as part of the up coming wa-
ter charges particularly in areas that experience frequent breakages in water supply and require 
lengthy run off time to clear the water once reconnected; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16032/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03200763. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 530 of 19 February 2013, if a list has 
been compiled by his Department outlining medical conditions which could be considered for 
allowances in terms of water charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16268/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03300828. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if and when water charges will be introduced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17101/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 752, 763 and 828 together.

The Programme for Government and the Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, the 
IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges and the current posi-
tion is that domestic water charges will not commence before 2014. The Government considers 
that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided that water 
meters should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Government 
has also decided that Irish Water, the new State-owned water company established as an inde-
pendent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group and the Water Services Act 2013 assign 
s the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the metering programme. The Act also 
assigns to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) the power to advise the Government 
on the development of a regulatory framework for water services.   

Affordability measures, including consideration of water customers with medical needs, 
will be addressed by my Department and the Department of Social Protection, in consultation 
with the Regulator, Irish Water and other stakeholders, in the context of developing a water 
pricing framework. The agreed approach will then be reflected in the charging structure estab-
lished by the Regulator. No decision has yet been taken in relation to the issue of allowances.   

16/04/2013WRDD03450Local Authority Funding

16/04/2013WRDD03500753. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when funding will be allocated to local authority for housing aid for the elderly/
housing adaptation/mobility aids grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16049/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 22 February 2013, I announced details of the capital 
allocations to local authorities under the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a 
Disability amounting to €42.750 million.
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16/04/2013WRDD03650Water Meters Installation

16/04/2013WRDD03700754. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the main contractor for water metering will be appointed; if the tender 
process commenced and the criteria that is being used. [16078/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03800755. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if a timeframe has been established for the installation of water meters through 
Irish Water/Uisce Éireann; the number of water meters that have been installed to date; the tar-
gets he has set for future installations; when he envisages water meters will be in every house-
hold nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16066/13]

16/04/2013WRDD03900756. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if water calibration and verification of water meters will be part of the new body 
Irish Water/Uisce Éireann; if it will be done at household, residential, district and commercial 
levels; if the metering of potable water will be compliant with EU regulations and directives; 
if he is satisfied that calibration will meet international standards; if there is to be a customer 
charter for Irish Water/Uisce Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16067/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04000836. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the roll out of the installation of water meters will take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17239/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government(Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 754 to 756, inclusive, and 836 together. 

The Programme for Government and the Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, the 
IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges. The Government con-
siders that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided that 
water meters should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The Gov-
ernment has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be established 
as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible for the 
metering programme. The Water Services Act 2013 assigns the necessary powers to allow Irish 
Water to undertake the metering programme. 

The procurement process for the metering programme is underway. The criteria for the pro-
curement process were developed by my Department, in consultation with Bord Gáis Éireann, 
to ensure that SMEs have an opportunity to compete for contracts. The tender criteria have 
been developed to ensure that sub-contractors have the capacity to carry out the scale of work 
involved to the necessary high standard. The approach being taken for the sub-contractor panel 
is consistent with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines on facilitat-
ing SME participation in public procurement (that Department’s Circular 10/10 refers). It is 
expected that the regional management contractors, who will be appointed in May 2013, will 
be utilising the resources of the pre-qualified sub-contractors for the purpose of delivering the 
meter installation works. It is expected that the installation of meter boxes and domestic water 
meters will commence in July 2013 and will be rolled out as quickly as possible thereafter. 

The 2013 Act also assigns to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) the power to 
advise the Government on the development of a regulatory framework for water services. The 
Government intends assigning to CER a full range of regulatory powers before the commence-
ment of domestic water charges. This will include powers to set tariffs as well as the estab-
lishment of customer protection measures. In this regard, Irish Water will be obliged to meet 
customer service standards set by CER. 
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Water meters used for domestic billing must comply with the EU Measuring Instrument 
Directive which sets standards of accuracy. This Directive is implemented in Ireland by the 
Legal Metrology (European Conformity Assessment of Measuring Instruments) Regulations 
2007. The Legal Metrology Service of the National Standards Authority of Ireland is the statu-
tory body responsible for regulating and supervising weights and measures, including meters, 
in Ireland. 

16/04/2013WRDD04150Rural Development Policy

16/04/2013WRDD04200757. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the proposals he has to re-energise the rural resettlement programme which 
was available for city tenants in the past. [16127/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under an arrangement between Dublin City Council and 
Rural Resettlement Ireland (RRI), an approved housing body, tenants of the City Council who 
wished to vacate their social rented accommodation were assisted in relocating from Dublin to 
a rural location. The rural resettlement scheme was implemented by way of a local arrangement 
between the City Council and RRI and any decision to continue or accelerate the scheme is, in 
the first instance, a matter for the parties concerned. 

16/04/2013WRDD04350Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

16/04/2013WRDD04400758. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline the current options available to older persons who seek 
financial assistance to adapt their homes; if he will acknowledge the importance of ensuring that 
older persons homes are adequately adapted to suit their needs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16132/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the terms of the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability, grants are available to assist households to have 
necessary repairs or improvement works carried out in order to facilitate the continued indepen-
dent occupancy of their homes. Three separate schemes are available; the Housing Adaptation 
Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant Scheme and the Housing Aid for 
Older People Scheme. 

The Housing Aid for Older People Scheme provides grants of up to €10,500 to assist older 
people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs or improvements carried 
out. Grant-eligible works include structural repairs or improvements, re-wiring, repairs to or 
replacement of windows and doors, provision of water supply and sanitary facilities, provision 
of heating, cleaning, painting etc. 

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the assessment, approval and pay-
ment of grants to applicants under the various grant measures, is the responsibility of the rel-
evant local authority.   

16/04/2013WRDD04550Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRDD04600759. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 



Questions - Written Answers

316

Local Government if he will provide details of all the submissions received by his Department 
from the local authorities in relation to the process of categorisation of residential properties 
within their functional area for the purposes of identifying exemptions from the local property 
tax. [16182/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04700760. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government the reason the residents of a housing estate (details supplied) in 
County Offaly who were exempt from paying the household charge are now liable for the local 
property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16222/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04800761. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government the reason housing estates that were categorised as unfinished 
and exempt from the household charge are now liable to pay the local property tax; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16225/13]

16/04/2013WRDD04900762. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will outline the rationale for deeming only part of an estate (details 
supplied) in County Westmeath eligible for a waiver from the local property tax; if the entire 
estate will be waived from the tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16226/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05000764. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason unfinished estates (details supplied) were not granted a waiver 
for the local property tax when little or no work has been done to resolve the issues faced by 
residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16274/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05100770. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the agency that was responsible for drawing up the list of estates in County 
Mayo that are exempted from the local property tax; if the relevant authority visited each of the 
57 estates which were previously exempt from the household charge but which are now eligible 
for the local property tax; if a written report on each of those 57 estates is available in order to 
allow residents and representatives view the reasons for their now been eligible to pay the tax; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16329/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05200783. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in Dublin 11 was exempt from the 
household charge in 2012 but is not now exempt from the local property tax despite the fact that 
no remedial works have been carried out to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16508/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05300794. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Dublin was not included 
on the current or previous list of unfinished estates prepared by his Department; and if he will 
consider its inclusion. [16693/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05400795. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the criteria used in the compilation of the list of unfinished estates by his 
Department; and the criteria used in drawing up the initial list under the previous Government. 
[16694/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05500831. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Dublin is not included 
in the list of unfinished housing estates in Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013. 
[17163/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05600835. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government the reasons an estate (details supplied) in County Meath was not exempted 
from the property tax as it was from the household charge; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17222/13]

16/04/2013WRDD05700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 759 to 762, inclusive, 
764, 770, 783, 794, 795, 831 and 835 together. 

An exemption from the local property tax applies to developments listed in the schedule to 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013. The list of unfinished housing develop-
ments eligible for the exemption was compiled by local authorities utilising the categorisation 
employed for the purposes of the National Housing Survey 2012.   The survey was carried out 
over the course of summer 2012 by my Department in conjunction with local authorities and the 
Housing Agency.   The categorisation methodology for the survey was different to that which 
was used in 2011 and which provided the basis for the waiver from the household charge. That 
earlier categorisation related largely to the level of on-site activity at the time the 2011 survey 
was carried out and had less to do with the physical character of a development. The 2012 sur-
vey was based purely and objectively on the actual state of completion of a development. Only 
developments that were deemed by local authorities to be in a “seriously problematic condi-
tion”, regardless of whether a developer was on or off site, were included. 

In defining areas within developments that were deemed to be of a seriously problematic 
condition, local authorities gave consideration to those areas that were incomplete, with roads, 
public lighting infrastructure, open space or water services being so defective that the relevant 
development was in a seriously problematic condition from the point of view of living stan-
dards for residents.   

For purposes of preparing the final list of developments to which the exemption from the 
local property tax would apply local authorities were asked by my Department to confirm or 
update the then existing list as appropriate. Decisions in relation to the inclusion or exclusion 
of particular estates were therefore a matter for individual local authorities according to criteria 
set by my Department. Using the returns provided by all local authorities, a list of housing de-
velopments was prepared, and prescribed under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 
2013 for exemption.   

Question No. 763 answered with Question No. 752.

Question No. 764 answered with Question No. 759.

16/04/2013WREE00450Local Authority Finances

16/04/2013WREE00500765. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 165 and 166 of 21 March 2013, 
if he will provide, in tabular form, the total income of local authorities for 2002-2010 setting 
out amounts received under the headings of specific State grants, commercial rates, fees and 
charges for goods and services and general purpose grants from the Local Government Fund. 
[16296/13]

16/04/2013WREE00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Annual Financial Statement of each local authority provides an analysis of their 
income.

The information requested is set out in the following table in respect of local authorities:



Questions - Written Answers

318

Year Income from Grants 
and Subsidies 

Local Govern-
ment Fund - 
General Purpose 
Grant 

Income from Goods 
and Services 

Commercial 
Rates 

2010 1,224,465,604 759,954,151 1,258,748,847 1,426,911,902 
2009 1,136,053,238 836,579,777 1,344,687,140 1,408,720,936 
2008 1,192,499,200 1,000,329,864 1,444,510,425 1,358,374,584 
2007 1,171,217,352 948,570,922 1,429,441,040 1,269,257,446 
2006 1,107,685,885 876,940,294 1,279,187,272 1,190,765,417 
2005 953,783,279 816,706,462 1,185,335,609 1,051,979,692 
2004 891,398,875 752,318,596 1,345,153,985 944,273,734 
2003 851,065,692 623,486,740 1,230,032,592 840,410,747 
2002 866,379,649 592,755,614 920,812,857 750,154,327 

16/04/2013WREE00650Nuclear Plants

16/04/2013WREE00700766. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the communications his Department has had with the UK authorities regarding 
the proposed Nuclear Power Station Development at Hinkley Point, Somerset; if his Depart-
ment was informed of the proposed development by the British authorities as required under the 
terms of the Espoo Convention, or if the British Authorities have not notified the Department of 
the development; and if so, the reasons for this decision. [16302/13]

16/04/2013WREE00800781. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government in relation to the recent development proposals for a nuclear power 
facility at Hinkely Point as approved by the UK’s Secretary of State for Energy and Climate 
Change on March 19th 2013, if he will confirm if the UK Government notified Ireland regard-
ing these proposals; if so, when and how; and if he will provide copies of this correspondence 
and his replies, if any; if he will provide information on any decision by Irish authorities regard-
ing notification of the Irish public about the development; and if so, the nature and reason for 
that decision. [16489/13]

16/04/2013WREE00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 766 and 781 together.

While not having a nuclear power industry, it is Ireland’s position that, where a State choos-
es to develop a nuclear power industry, this should be done in accordance with the highest 
international standards with respect to safety and environmental protection. Ireland’s priority is 
the safety of the Irish people and the protection of our environment, including the shared marine 
environment of the Irish Sea. 

The UK published its draft Energy National Policy Statement in November 2009, which 
signalled its intention to construct ten new nuclear power stations at sites judged as potentially 
suitable. This was subsequently revised in October 2010 when the number of planned stations 
was reduced to eight, following the dropping of two sites originally proposed for Cumbria, near 
the existing Sellafield facility. 

Ireland has been actively involved in the consultation process on the new build programme. 
Since the original announcement in 2009, Ireland has written twice at Ministerial level to the 
UK Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change outlining concerns about potential en-
vironmental impacts in Ireland and in the Irish Sea. The key issues of concern include the 
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assessments by the UK of effects on the environment, management of radioactive waste, and 
the rationale underpinning the proposed justification decision for new nuclear facilities. This 
engagement at Ministerial level has been supported and informed by a continuing dialogue at 
official level where Irish officials engage, and raise concerns where appropriate, with UK coun-
terparts directly engaged in the development and implementation of the plans. 

Ireland was notified in early 2012 of the proposed development at Hinkley Point. The Ra-
diological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII), in accordance with its statutory advisory role 
to the Government, has been requested to complete an assessment of the potential radiological 
impacts on Ireland from the programme of new nuclear power plants in the UK, including the 
plant at Hinkley Point. This assessment will consider both routine operations and a range of 
postulated accident scenarios at the plants. The Report is being finalised and will be submitted 
to me shortly. I expect to publish the Report and the RPII will then provide briefings for inter-
ested parties. 

Under the EURATOM Treaty the UK was required to satisfy the European Commission that 
the development at Hinkley Point would not be liable to result in the radioactive contamination 
of the water, soil or airspace of another Member State. In that context, a Commission opinion, 
issued in February 2012, considered that under normal operating conditions, the discharges of 
liquid and gaseous radioactive effluents are not likely to cause an exposure of the population in 
another Member State that is significant from the point of view of health. 

16/04/2013WREE00950Rental Accommodation Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WREE01000767. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding rental accomodation scheme in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 5. [16304/13]

16/04/2013WREE01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Decisions on the eligibility of specific persons for social housing support and the alloca-
tion of that support are a matter solely for the housing authority concerned. I have no function 
in relation to any individual case with which a housing authority is or may be concerned.

16/04/2013WREE01150Departmental Funding

16/04/2013WREE01200768. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when full approval will be granted by his Department for a project (details 
supplied) in County Donegal, which has been initially approved for funding by DLDC and has 
been referred to his Department for approval in December 2012; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the delay in granting final approval for this project has put this project signifi-
cantly behind schedule for construction; if the project will be approved by his Department; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16317/13]

16/04/2013WREE01300769. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the total amount of money that has been allocated to projects under the 
LEADER programme to date; the total amount of money available for allocation under the 
LEADER programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16318/13]

16/04/2013WREE01400791. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a LEADER project (details supplied) which has been with his Depart-
ment since the 7 of December 2012 will be approved; the reason for the delay with this project; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16633/13]

16/04/2013WREE01500798. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when an approval will issue in respect of LEADER funding for a development 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16748/13]

16/04/2013WREE01600824. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the date on which he intends to release the remaining €120m of the rural 
development programme project funds for allocation to projects in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17063/13]

16/04/2013WREE01700840. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the reason there is a stop on the granting of funds (details supplied); and when 
this stop on grants will be lifted. [17416/13]

16/04/2013WREE01800857. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason that all LEADER groups were instructed not to evaluate any more 
projects until his Department confirmed the budget that was available in the different measures 
under the rural development programme for the remainder of 2013; if he will advise when con-
firmation of budgets will be provided by his Department; if his attention has been drawn to the 
effect that this is having precluding LEADER groups from providing any funding to start-up 
companies in view of the fact that they have no budget available; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17676/13]

16/04/2013WREE01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 768, 769, 791, 798, 824, 840 and 857 together.

In late 2011 the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding rate 
from 55% to 85% for the Axes 3 and 4 elements (LEADER) of Ireland’s Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2007-2013. Prior to this the LEADER elements were co-funded at a rate of 
55% by the EU, with the remaining 45% coming from national exchequer sources. The 2011 
agreement reduced the national exchequer input to 15% on a net basis for 2012 and 2013 with-
out a concomitant increase in the amount of funding to be provided by the EU. This resulted in 
a reduction in the overall Programme complement from €427m to approximately €314m on the 
basis of the Programme achieving full spend by the end of 2013. 

Axes 3 and 4 of the RDP has already allocated significant resources to rural communities all 
over Ireland with just over €200 million allocated to date. However, given the levels of spend-
ing by the Local Development Companies (LDCs) from 2009 to date, it is very unlikely that 
full spend will be achieved by the end of 2013, at which time the co-funding rate will revert 
to 55% for all expenditure beyond that date. As a consequence of this the overall Programme 
requirement will change. In the context of these changes to the co-funding rate the original 
project allocations given to each LDC contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP 
require readjustment. 

An exercise is currently being carried out to determine the level of project commitments 
across all LDCs and all RDP measures in order to rebalance the programme in as equitable a 
way as possible. It will not be possible to be definitive regarding the remaining funding avail-
able for project commitments until such time as this rebalancing exercise has been satisfactorily 
completed. 

I expect this exercise to be completed shortly and following this my Department will be in 
contact with all LDC s regarding allocations and any specific projects which are awaiting De-
partmental approval. 
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  Question No. 770 answered with Question No. 759.

16/04/2013WREE02050Household Charge Collection

16/04/2013WREE02100771. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of households broken down by local authority area that have currently 
registered for the household charge; the total number of households broken down by local 
authority area targeted by the Local Government Management Authority for registration for 
the household charge; if he will provide a breakdown of figures of those households that have 
registered for the household tax between those that are the registrations of single home owners 
and those that form part of multiple registrations by the same owner. [16331/13]

16/04/2013WREE02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 provides the legislative basis for 
the Household Charge. Under the Act, an owner of a residential property on the liability date is 
liable to pay the Household Charge, unless otherwise exempted or entitled to claim a waiver. It 
is a matter for an owner of a residential property to determine liability and pay the Charge. The 
Local Government Management Agency is administering the Household Charge system on a 
shared service/agency basis for all county and city councils. I understand from data provided by 
the Agency that as of 11 April 2013 the number of registrations, including waiver registrations, 
for the Household Charge is 1,187,979.

I understand, again from data provided by the Agency that as of 11 April 2013 the number 
of owners that have registered multiple properties for the Household Charge is 121,940. These 
numbers should not be regarded as definitive, as multiple accounts in relation to separate prop-
erties may be created by an owner.

The following table details the total number of properties registered for the Household 
Charge by local authority area, the number of estimated liable properties, and the percentage of 
the properties registered per estimated number of liable properties.

County/City Council Total Properties 
Registered

Estimated No. of 
Liable properties

Properties Registered 
as a % of Liable 
Properties

Carlow 13,364 18,257 73.20%
Cavan 18,424 25,611 71.94%
Clare 35,615 45,786 77.79%
Cork City 29,638 41,649 71.16%
Cork County 101,565 143,887 70.59%
Donegal 40,485 65,331 61.97%
Dublin City 144,547 190,685 75.80%
Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown

65,309 74,390 87.79%

Fingal 66,210 90,286 73.33%
Galway City 21,740 27,086 80.26%
Galway County 45,761 62,851 72.81%
Kerry 45,765 58,792 77.84%
Kildare 49,033 68,215 71.88%
Kilkenny 23,234 32,067 72.45%
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County/City Council Total Properties 
Registered

Estimated No. of 
Liable properties

Properties Registered 
as a % of Liable 
Properties

Laois 17,740 26,185 67.75%
Leitrim 9,845 13,069 75.33%
Limerick City 14,947 20,380 73.34%
Limerick County 33,959 46,473 73.07%
Longford 9,785 12,928 75.69%
Louth 27,232 41,176 66.14%
Mayo 42,037 51,363 81.84%
Meath 41,394 60,652 68.25%
Monaghan 14,755 20,176 73.13%
North Tipperary 19,201 24,839 77.30%
Offaly 16,875 25,224 66.90%
Roscommon 18,352 23,888 76.83%
Sligo 19,576 25,281 77.43%
South Dublin 55,797 81,822 68.19%
South Tipperary 22,130 30,368 72.87%
Waterford City 11,257 15,753 71.46%
Waterford County 17,550 24,777 70.83%
Westmeath 21,663 29,872 72.52%
Wexford 39,483 56,030 70.47%
Wicklow 33,711 45,665 73.82%
National 1,187,979 1,620,814 73.30%

16/04/2013WREE02250Alignment Working Group

16/04/2013WREE02300772. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in order to build greater trust and collaboration between the local government and 
local development sectors, if he will consider establishing a position for a staff representative 
of the local development companies on the Alignment Implementation Working group; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16342/13]

16/04/2013WREE02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I established the Alignment Working Group to advise on the implementation of the new 
arrangements for an enhanced alignment between the local government and local development 
sectors. The Group comprises representatives from the City and County Managers Association, 
the Irish Local Development Network and Pobal, as well as my Department.

The Irish Local Development Network has three places on the Working Group and it is a 
matter for that body to select its nominees to fill these positions.  It is the responsibility of the 
representatives from each sector to consult with their nominating bodies and other relevant 
stakeholders as part of this process. Such a consultative approach by key partners to this change 
process can work to enhance trust and collaboration across the sectors.

16/04/2013WREE02450Fire Safety Regulations

16/04/2013WREE02500773. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding fire, health and 
safety regulations.  [16350/13]

16/04/2013WREE02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Fire safety in the design and construction of new buildings, including emergency escape 
lighting, is governed by Part B of the 1997 – 2008 Building Regulations, made under the Build-
ing Control Act, 1990. Primary responsibility for compliance with the Building Regulations 
rests with the builders and owners of buildings. Guidance on how to comply with Part B is set 
out in Technical Guidance Document B (TGD B) published by my Department.

Section 18 (Part 3) of the Fire Services Act, 1981 and 2003 places a duty on persons hav-
ing control over premises to take all reasonable measures to guard against the outbreak of fire 
and to ensure the safety of persons on the premises in the event of an outbreak of fire. The 
Code of Practice for the Management of Fire Safety in Places of Assembly, published by my 
Department, provides guidance to persons in control of places of assembly as to the measures 
necessary to discharge these statutory obligations. The Fire Safety in Places of Assembly (Ease 
of Escape), Regulations, 1985 require persons in control of premises to ensure that all escape 
routes to a place of safety are kept unobstructed and immediately available for use.

Section 22 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 and 2003 empowers fire authorities to inspect any 
land or building, including leisure complexes, for the purpose of the Act. Under the Act, fire au-
thorities can pursue enforcement of fire safety matters, including the management of fire safety.

Health and Safety legislation and regulations are a matter for the Department of Jobs, En-
terprise and Innovation.

I am arranging that your correspondence will be provided to Fingal County Council and the 
Chief Fire Officer of Dublin Fire Brigade for attention and any necessary action to be under-
taken.

16/04/2013WREE02650Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WREE02700774. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if there is any tenant purchase scheme in place since 31 December 2012 for 
tenants of local authorities to buy out their houses; if it is intended to introduce such a scheme 
again; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16375/13]

16/04/2013WREE02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no tenant purchase scheme in place for existing 
local authority houses since the 1995 scheme closed for new applications on 31 December 2012. 
However, two tenant purchase schemes by way of incremental purchase remain in operation, 
one for newly-built local authority houses and the other for existing local authority apartments.

It is intended to advance the necessary legislative proposals as soon as practicable to un-
derpin an incremental purchase scheme for existing local authority houses. Such a scheme will 
involve discounts for tenants, linked to household income and a discount-related charge on the 
property that will dwindle away over a period unless the house is resold or the purchaser fails 
to comply with conditions of the sale. The precise terms of the new scheme will be set out in 
regulations when the enabling legislation is enacted. 

16/04/2013WREE02850Planning Issues
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16/04/2013WREE02900775. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 383 and 384 of 26 March 2013, if he will 
request the information sought from each local authority; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16388/13]

16/04/2013WREE03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Conditions attached to planning permissions for residen-
tial development must require the giving of sufficient security prior to commencement of devel-
opment. The form of the bond, the amount and the terms attached are matters for the planning 
authority concerned and the arrangement entered into must enable the planning authority, with-
out cost to itself, to complete the necessary services (including roads, footpaths, water mains, 
sewers, lighting and open space) to a satisfactory standard in the event of default by the devel-
oper. While my Department is preparing revised guidelines on bonds for issue shortly, I do not 
propose to collect information on bonds held by each of the local authorities. Such information 
may be obtained from the authorities directly.

The following information was provided under Standing Order 40A

In earlier questions on the matter, Deputy Daly asked me to provide details in relation to 
(1) the value of security held on a county basis by local authorities in relation to bonds held for 
the satisfactory completion of housing estates for each of the past five years and (2) the amount 
of security bonds claimed by local authorities on a county basis for each of the past five years 
(Questions Nos. 383 and 384 of 26 March).  In my reply I informed Deputy Daly that the infor-
mation sought was not available in my Department. That is the factual position.

In his more recent question Deputy Daly asked me if, further to Questions Nos. 383 and 384 
of 26 March, I would request from each local authority the information sought in his question.  
As indicated in my reply to his question, I do not propose to collect the information, although 
I would again point out that the information would be available to Deputy Daly directly from 
each local authority on his request.

I note that in Questions Nos. 383 and 384 of 26 March, Deputy Daly makes reference to 
Question No. 137 of 13 March which deals with development contributions.  There is an impor-
tant distinction between the data provided in relation to development contributions in my reply 
to Question No. 137 which related to amounts collected by and owed to local authorities and 
bonds which are held as security by local authorities.

16/04/2013WREE03050Building Regulations Application

16/04/2013WREE03100776. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the Architects Registration Body published its 2010, 2011 and 2012 an-
nual reports as stipulated in section 73 of the Building Control Act 2007; if published, if these 
reports may be viewed by the public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16410/13]

16/04/2013WREE03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 73 of the Building Control Act 2007 requires a registration body, as soon as may 
be after the end of each year, to prepare a report of its proceedings under the Act during that 
year. It further requires the report, which must be published and available for purchase by mem-
bers of the public, to include a copy of the body’s audited accounts in so far as they relate to its 
income and expenditure in respect of the performance of its functions under the Act. 

I understand that the RIAI, as registration body for the purposes of Part 3 of the Act, has 
reported on its registration activities in its annual reports for 2010 and 2011 and that this will 
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be the case in relation to its annual report for 2012 in due course. The reports in question can be 
accessed free of charge on the RIAI’s website www.riai.ie.

16/04/2013WREE03250Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

16/04/2013WREE03300777. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it is permissible for a property bought under the affordable housing scheme 
to be rented to a third party when the owners circumstances have changed, can the scheme be 
varied by individual local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16411/13]

16/04/2013WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan):  Affordable housing schemes were introduced to facilitate 
home ownership for first time buyers. To this end, while the terms and conditions of the various 
affordable housing schemes do not prohibit an affordable home owner from renting out a spare 
room in his/her home, a local authority may attach conditions to the contract with the purchaser 
pertaining to the sub-letting of the unit and its use by the purchaser as his/her normal place of 
residence. A breach of contract conditions would be a matter for a local authority to pursue as 
appropriate given the particular circumstances involved. The administration of the various af-
fordable housing schemes is a matter entirely for local authorities.

The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement announced the standing down of all af-
fordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, as part of the review of 
Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000. Any future changes to legislation governing 
affordable housing schemes will be made in the context of this review and I expect to make an-
nouncements in this regard in the coming months.

16/04/2013WREE03450Strategic Development Zones

16/04/2013WREE03500778. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government following his press release of 19 December 2012 on the designation of 
Dublin Docklands areas as Strategic Development Zones, if he intends to realise the need for 
fostering of community interaction and local initiatives to ensure that the area continues to grow 
in a sustainable and inclusive manner; the role he envisages for the Docklands communities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16423/13]

16/04/2013WREE03600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 18 December 2012, and pursuant to my proposal, the 
Government designated the North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock areas of the Dublin Docklands 
as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ). This will provide for continued fast-track planning in 
the designated areas on the wind up of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority (DDDA) 
by the end of this year, as approved by the Government in May 2012. 

Since the designation, Dublin City Council, the development agency in this case, has pub-
lished its SDZ Draft Planning Scheme, the preparation of which involved wide-ranging con-
sultations, including input from the DDDA Executive Board, DDDA Council (comprising lo-
cal stakeholders, including local community representatives) and DDDA Community Liaison 
Committee. The SDZ Draft Planning Scheme will remain on public display until 10 May 2013, 
until which time interested parties, including the Docklands communities, may make written 
submissions or observations. Approval of the Scheme will ultimately be a matter for the elected 
members of Dublin City Council, or an Bord Pleanála on appeal. 
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In addition to the extensive public consultation exercises which form part of the SDZ pro-
cess, I acknowledge the further need to foster community interaction and local initiatives to 
ensure that the Dublin Docklands area continues to grow in a sustainable and inclusive manner. 
The precise modalities to ensure such community participation into the future will be addressed 
as part of the necessary preparations for the migration to new dockland development arrange-
ments to be decided by Government.

16/04/2013WREE03650Heritage Centres Funding

16/04/2013WREE03700779. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if it has been brought to his attention that in 2008 Sligo County Council sought ap-
proval from his Department to the raising of a loan of €6.4 million for a new Sligo Museum and 
an extension to the Model Arts and Niland Gallery, the total capital cost of the new Museum and 
extension to the Model and Niland Gallery was an estimated €23.5 million; if it was brought to 
his attention that the balance of the capital funding was to be provided by way of a contribution 
of €2 million from the Model Niland Gallery, a grant of €4.6 million from the Department of 
Arts, Sports and Tourism ACCESS I and II and Government grants of €10.5 million from the 
Gateway Innovation Fund and ACCESS III; if the loan was approved by his Department condi-
tional on the balance of the funding being made available from the other sources; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16441/13]

16/04/2013WREE03800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 167 of 7 March 2013, which addressed the position 
in this matter.

16/04/2013WREE03850Urban Renewal Schemes

16/04/2013WREE03900780. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will confirm that he has received submissions from Westmeath County 
Council in respect of the regeneration of areas (details supplied); if same will be expedited in 
view of the fact that the council is ready to proceed with the refurbishment works; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16478/13]

16/04/2013WREE04000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In June 2012, my Department invited each city and county 
council to submit proposals for the purchase or construction of new social housing units over 
the period 2012 - 2014. Westmeath County Council submitted a proposal to my Department 
for the construction of 6 units and the refurbishment of 4 units at Ennell Court, Patrick Street, 
Mullingar to include Valley Cottages, Trinity Cottages and St. Anthony’s Cottages. 

My Department approved €840,000 for these works in July 2012. In March 2013 €420,000 
was allocated to Westmeath County Council in respect of construction costs on the scheme this 
year, with the balance of funding to be provided in 2014.

In February, Westmeath County Council submitted a Project Appraisal for the proposed 
scheme and my Department is currently liaising with the Council with regard to specific design 
issues in connection with these works. 

  Question No. 781 answered with Question No. 766.
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16/04/2013WREE04150Local Authority Funding

16/04/2013WREE04200782. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will detail the benefits an estate (details supplied) in Dublin 9 will de-
rive from the implementation of the residential property tax.  [16498/13]

16/04/2013WREE04250804. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the services persons living in an estate (details supplied) in County Meath will 
receive as a result of paying property tax in view of the fact that they already pay privately for 
their services. [16845/13]

16/04/2013WREE04275829. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will consider introducing a system where payers of the local property 
tax receive regular updates from their council on the way the revenue is spent with a breakdown 
across expenditure headings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17108/13]

16/04/2013WREE04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 782, 804 and 829 together.

Under section 157 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012, commencing in 2014, the 
Minister for Finance will pay into the Local Government Fund an amount equivalent to the 
Local Property Tax paid into the Central Fund during that year. The Government has indicated 
an intention to move from 2014, to 80% retention of all Local Property Tax receipts within the 
local authority area where the Tax is raised. The remaining 20% of the Tax collected nationally 
will be re-distributed on an equalised basis to local authorities within the context of the annual 
allocations of General Purpose Grants.

I expect the Local Property Tax to have multiple benefits, including, a more sustainable and 
resilient system of funding for local authorities and therefore a sounder financial footing for the 
provision of essential local services; greater local scope for financial decision making concern-
ing service provision - in particular, the inclusion of the local variation mechanism from 2015 
will further increase the autonomy of local authorities; and, a strengthening of democracy at 
local level with a more active relationship between local authorities and local electorates. A 
stronger democratic relationship and clearer lines of accountability can only have a beneficial 
impact on service provision from the perspective of the service user.

The Local Property Tax is not intended to reflect the degree to which an individual house-
hold, or set of households, receive services. Rather, Local Property Tax funding will reinforce 
the link between decisions on service provision as a whole in a local authority and the funding 
of those services.

Society as a whole benefits from the services local authorities provide, even when such 
benefits accrue at a community level, such as from the positive contribution libraries make to 
society as a whole, or the benefit of having access to services a household may need in the fu-
ture, such as fire and emergency.

I anticipate that local financial reporting will ensure taxpayers and their elected representa-
tives are kept abreast of the uses to which Local Property Tax revenue is applied in any given 
local authority. I do not propose to impose a central mechanism for such reporting; a function of 
the Local Property Tax is to enhance local accountability, not to increase Central Government 
demands on local authorities.

  Question No. 783 answered with Question No. 759.



Questions - Written Answers

328

16/04/2013WRFFFF00250Property Taxation Collection

16/04/2013WRFFFF00300784. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the non-principal private residency charge will be abolished following the 
introduction of the local property tax in view of the fact that it represents a double taxation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16517/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Property Tax is being introduced on a half year basis this year and accordingly, 
50% of the Tax is payable in 2013. This year will also be the final year of the operation of the 
Non-Principal Private Residence Charge.

16/04/2013WRFFFF00450Election Management System

16/04/2013WRFFFF00500785. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government following the recent by-election in Meath East, the steps he took to reserving 
polling station and count staff positions for those on the live register where practicable; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16596/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF00600786. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government following the recent by-election in Meath East, if he will outline the require-
ments in respect of the advertising of polling station and count staff positions in advance of each 
election; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16597/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF00700787. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government following the recent by-election in Meath East, the number of the persons em-
ployed in the following roles in the by-election who were immediately previously unemployed 
or on the live register: Special Presiding Officers, Presiding Officers, Supervisory Presiding 
Officers and Area Inspectors, Poll Clerks, Count Supervisors, Count Calculators and Counters. 
[16598/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF00800788. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government following the recent by-election in Meath East, if he will provide the number 
of the persons employed in the following roles in the by-election, and the average remuneration 
provided: Special Presiding Officers, Presiding Officers, Supervisory Presiding Officers and 
Area Inspectors, Poll Clerks, Count Supervisors, Count Calculators and Counters. [16599/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF00900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 785 to 788, inclusive, together.

The primary role of my Department in electoral matters is to provide an appropriate policy 
and legislative framework for a modern and efficient electoral system. Within that framework, 
local returning officers are responsible for all matters in connection with the actual conduct 
of elections and referendums, including the selection and appointment of polling station and 
count staff in accordance with the relevant provisions of electoral law.  Accordingly, there is no 
information in my Department about the staff employed at the recent Meath East bye-election. 
Information regarding the remuneration of those employed at the bye-election is set out in the 
Returning Officer’s Charges Order made by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The guidance issued by my Department to returning officers in advance of each election 
and referendum, including the Meath East bye-election, emphasises that the smooth conduct 
of polls is dependent on maintaining a cadre of sufficiently skilled and experienced people. 
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Having regard to that overall objective, returning officers are advised to employ competent and 
efficient persons as polling staff and asked to give consideration, where possible, to employing 
suitable persons who are unemployed. 

In addition, at my request, my Department wrote to each Returning Officer on 4 October 
2012, advising that, wherever practicable, the opportunity should be taken to employ unem-
ployed persons at polling stations and in carrying out the subsequent counting of votes at elec-
tions and referendums so as to provide opportunity for work experience to unemployed persons. 
I believe that this should apply particularly in relation to the Polling Clerk position, where the 
responsibilities of the post can be fulfilled under the guidance of the Presiding Officer. 

16/04/2013WRFFFF00950Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRFFFF01000789. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the cost incurred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel 
programme for St Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16606/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Minister of State in my Department, Jan O’Sullivan, represented the Government 
in Saudi Arabia for St. Patrick’s Day. The total cost incurred by my Department in respect of 
Minister of State O’Sullivan’s visit amounts to € 3,365.27 to date, including the cost for the 
official accompanying her. 

16/04/2013WRFFFF01150Local Authority Housing Provision

16/04/2013WRFFFF01200790. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide an update on when he will sign off on the new housing scheme 
of lettings for Dublin City Council. [16624/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2009, which came into operation on 14 June 2010, the making and amendment of 
an allocation scheme for social housing is a reserved function of the elected members of each 
housing authority.

  Question No. 791 answered with Question No. 768.

16/04/2013WRFFFF01450Unfinished Housing Developments

16/04/2013WRFFFF01500792. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if all unfinished housing estates that are not exempt from the local property 
tax will now be taken in charge by their relevant local authorities; if public lighting, finished 
roads and so on will now be provided in these estates; if not, the services that will be provided 
to these estates; if no extra services will be provided, the reason these estates are not exempt 
from the local property tax in view of the fact that they are not receiving any public services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16651/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan):  An exemption from the local property tax applies to those 
unfinished housing developments listed in the schedule to the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
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Regulations 2013. 

Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 applies to estates which have been 
granted planning permission and includes the construction of two or more houses (which as 
defined in the Act includes apartments) and the provision of new roads, open spaces, car parks, 
sewers, water mains or drains.

In relation to estates which have been completed to the satisfaction of the planning author-
ity in accordance with the permission, section 180 provides that the planning authority must, if 
requested to do so by the developer or by the majority of the qualified electors who are owners 
of the houses involved, initiate the procedures in section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 for declaring 
the road(s) to be public roads, for whose maintenance the local authority will then be respon-
sible.

Section 11 of the Roads Act empowers a local authority to, by order, declare any road over 
which a public right of way exists to be a public road. Before making an order the local author-
ity must be satisfied the road is of general public utility, consider the financial implications of 
taking the road in charge and consult with the public/consider any objections received. The 
consideration of the objections and the making of the order declaring the road to be a public 
road is a reserved function, so that the decision whether to take the road in charge is ultimately 
one for the discretion of the elected members.

In relation to estates which have not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning 
authority, and where enforcement proceedings have not been commenced within the relevant 
period, section 180 also provides that the planning authority must, if requested to do so by the 
majority of the owners, initiate the procedures in section 11 of the Roads Act. However, in this 
case the section provides that the provision in section 11 of the Roads Act requiring the author-
ity to consider the financial implications of taking the road in charge is to be disregarded.

Section 180 also provides that where a planning authority, in complying with section 180, 
makes an order under section 11 of the Roads Act, it must also take in charge any open spaces, 
car parks, sewers, water mains, or drains within the attendant grounds of the development.

Section 180 was amended in the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 to 
provide that a planning authority may take in charge an unfinished estate, at the request of the 
owners of the housing units, at any time after the expiration of the planning permission in situ-
ations where enforcement actions have commenced or where the planning authority consider 
that enforcement action will not result in the satisfactory completion of the estate by the devel-
oper. Planning authorities have also been empowered to take in charge part of an estate or some, 
but not all, of the facilities in an estate.

16/04/2013WRFFFF01650Water Services Provision

16/04/2013WRFFFF01700793. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the state of water supplies for Dublin City, the steps he has taken 
to ensure that the deteoriating Vartry tunnel is refurbished to ensure continuity of supply in the 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16687/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The operation, maintenance and management of water services infrastructure is a matter 
for the relevant water services authority, in this case Dublin City Council. 

In 2007, my Department approved Dublin City Council’s Preliminary Report which recom-
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mended the replacement of the existing Vartry Tunnel with a new 4km tunnel from the Vartry 
Waterworks to Callowhill. The project is included in the Water Services Investment Programme 
2010 - 2013 as a project to advance through planning. My Department has approved funding 
to allow this planning work to proceed and is awaiting submission by Dublin City Council of 
contract documents to enable the scheme to proceed to construction.  

  Questions Nos. 794 and 795 answered with Question No. 759.

16/04/2013WRFFFF01950Fire Stations Provision

16/04/2013WRFFFF02000796. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will prioritise the approval to Mayo County Council to tender for a new 
Fire Station in Crossmolina for which a site has been acquired on the basis of the revised design 
documents which were submitted to his Department in 2009; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16735/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 
2003. 

My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guidance 
and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to approved construction projects and 
the purchase of fire appliances and equipment. The current national priority for capital funding 
is supporting the fire appliance fleet. In this regard, Mayo Fire Service was allocated a new ap-
pliance ordered under a joint-procurement initiative, and which is due to be delivered during 
2013. 

Approval-in-principle was announced under the 2007 Capital Programme for a new fire 
station at Crossmolina, at an estimated cost of €1 million, and Mayo County Council has sub-
mitted an updated cost plan and contract documents for approval to proceed to the next stage 
of development.

Given the constraints on public finances it has been necessary, in keeping with other reduc-
tions, to reduce the fire service capital allocations over recent years, including 2013. Accord-
ingly, in light of these constraints, my Department is not in a position at present to fund the sig-
nificant investment required to progress new projects, including Crossmolina, to the next stage.

The provision of funding to bring proposed projects to construction stage will be considered 
under future capital programmes within the constraints of available resources, and will have 
regard to fire authorities’ priorities, the spread of existing facilities and the totality of requests 
from fire authorities for available funding. 

16/04/2013WRFFFF02150Building Regulations Amendments

16/04/2013WRFFFF02200797. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he intends to amend the Building Control Regulations to provide for the physical 
inspection of a new building to ensure that it has been built according to the plans for which a 
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fire safety certificate was issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16742/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013, which I signed in to law on 8 
March 2013, will come into effect on and from 1 March 2014. The new regulations will strength-
en the current arrangements for the control of building activity by requiring the following in 
relation to all significant building works: (a) drawings and particulars used for the purposes of 
construction to be submitted to the local building control authority; (b) design to be undertaken 
and certified by competent professionals prior to works commencing; (c) owners to formally 
assign a competent builder to undertake and certify the works; (d) owners to formally assign 
a registered professional (to be known as the ‘Assigned Certifier’) who will be tasked with 
(i) preparing an appropriate inspection plan for the building or works during construction (ii) 
carrying out inspections and overseeing inspection works by other parties in accordance with 
the inspection plan and (iii) certifying the works for compliance with the building regulations 
on completion; (e) statutory certificates of compliance from designers, builders and assigned 
certifiers to confirm compliance with the requirements of the Building Regulations - including 
the requirements in relation to Part B (Fire Safety) of the Building Regulations - and accepting 
legal responsibility for their work.

I am satisfied that the reforms now provided for, including the lodgement of drawings, 
inspection by registered professionals and statutory certification will result in the necessary 
improvement in the quality of buildings and ensure that homeowners in particular are delivered 
the quality of homes they expect and deserve.

  Questions Nos. 798 answered with Question No. 768.

Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Exemptions

16/04/2013WRFFFF02500799. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government with reference to the non-principal private residence charge, if he will advise 
a person (details supplied) who has moved to Great Britain where he is now working and who 
now faces a bill that includes arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16758/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF02600815. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if an exemption can be provided in respect of a person (details supplied) from 
accumulated non-principal private residency penalties and charges due to the fact that the per-
son was unaware of the NPPR charge having lived out of the country for a period of twenty 
years.  [16970/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 799 and 815 together.

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of lo-
cal authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The Charge is set at 
€200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. It 
is a matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she has 
a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the Charge.

A residential property not in use by an owner as his or her sole or main residence is liable for 
the Charge. This may not necessarily be a second home; a person may have vacated a property 
and be living in rented accommodation elsewhere for work or other reasons and in such a case, 
the property that the owner is no longer living in is liable for the Charge, even if it is the only 
residential property that person owns.
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Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect the Non-Principal Private Resi-
dence Charge and late payment fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed 
and payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority con-
cerned. In this regard, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for 
the relevant local authority. Guidelines have issued to local authorities in relation to the opera-
tion of the “care and management” provisions of the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 and 
local authorities are expected to implement these guidelines appropriately.

16/04/2013WRFFFF02750Noise Pollution Issues

16/04/2013WRFFFF02800800. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding a noise pollution issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 3. [16764/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Currently, a person experiencing noise nuisance may under the Noise Regulations contact 
their local authority, which may initiate proceedings on grounds of noise nuisance under the 
Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992. This Act also provides for any person, or group of 
persons, to seek an order in the District Court to have noise giving reasonable cause for annoy-
ance abated. The procedures involved have been simplified to allow action to be taken without 
legal representation. A public information leaflet, A Guide to the Noise Regulations, outlining 
the legal avenues available to persons experiencing noise nuisance, is available on my Depart-
ment’s website www.environ.ie.

The position in regard to tenants is that landlords are responsible for enforcing the obliga-
tions that apply to their tenants under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004. In this regard, the Act 
prohibits anti-social behaviour in, or in the vicinity of a dwelling to which the Act applies and 
allows a landlord to terminate any tenancy where the tenant is engaging in or allowing other 
occupiers of, or visitors to, the dwelling to engage in such behaviour, subject to a notice period 
of only seven days in the case of serious anti-social behaviour. Under Section 15 of the Act, ‘a 
landlord of a dwelling owes to each person, who could be potentially affected, a duty to enforce 
the obligations of the tenant under the tenancy’.

Section 77 of the Act gives a right to refer a complaint to the Private Residential Tenancies 
Board (PRTB), subject to certain conditions. The PRTB may furnish, to a person who proposes 
to make such a complaint, the name and address of the landlord concerned. This again is subject 
to certain conditions. 

The PRTB website address is www.prtb.ie, and contact may be made with the PRTB either 
by telephone at 0818 30 30 37 or by post to Private Residential Tenancies Board, PO Box 47, 
Clonakilty, County Cork.

16/04/2013WRFFFF02950Departmental Funding

16/04/2013WRFFFF03000801. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the funding assistance, if any, available to local housing associations and or 
community groups who propose to take over unfinished housing estates within their community 
with a view to providing social housing and community amenity areas; if she will outline the 
application process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16765/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF03100811. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if plans are in place to increase the €5 million fund which is available from 
his Department to address public safety issues which arise in category four classed unfinished 
housing estates; if he intends to extend this fund in order to complete public infrastructure in 
category B estates; the way his Department intends to deal with the issue of unfinished housing 
estates here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16914/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 801 and 811 together.

I am chairing the National Co-ordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Developments 
to oversee implementation of the Report of the Advisory Group on Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments, together with the Government’s response to the recommendations. The Committee 
includes representatives from the Irish Banking Federation, local authorities, the Housing and 
Sustainable Communities Agency, NAMA and the construction sector. Real progress is being 
made with regard to the public safety works required to improve the living conditions of exist-
ing residents on some unfinished estates and the Committee is meeting on a regular basis to 
oversee this effort. Under the Public Safety Initiative for Unfinished Housing Developments 
my Department has made allocations totalling some €3.877 million to 21 local authorities from 
the funding made available to address immediate public safety issues. The types of works that 
have been approved to date include the fencing off of unsecured and hazardous areas, capping 
of pipes, installation of street lighting and other works to secure sites. To date, a total of €2.515 
million has been drawn down by local authorities. It is not considered necessary to allocate any 
additional funding to this scheme at this time as the funds currently available are adequate to 
service this initiative. 

This funding is targeted at those developments where a developer has abandoned the de-
velopment and serious public safety concerns exist. In circumstances where a developer is still 
active it is the responsibility of the local authority planning department to pursue the developer 
for completion of the development in line with the terms of the original planning permission. 
Similarly, where a developer is inactive but still in place the enforcement of the planning condi-
tions is a matter for the relevant planning authority. 

Under the Capital Advance Leasing Facility, the facility also exists whereby a repayable 
advance to Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) can facilitate such bodies in the acquisition and, 
if necessary, completion of housing units which would be made available for social housing 
purposes. These can include housing units in unfinished housing developments. It is open to 
interested AHBs to make an application to my Department in this regard.

16/04/2013WRFFFF03250Urban Trees and Hedges

16/04/2013WRFFFF03300802. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there are laws on the size and height of trees and hedges in urban areas; 
and if there is a complaints process for citizens who feel their light and stability of walled struc-
tures are threatened by trees owned by neighbours. [16766/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no legislation in Ireland regulating the height of 
trees and hedges. My Department understands that there is no right in Irish law to receive light 
in a garden and that, while there is a civil remedy of nuisance available in respect of the branch-
es or roots of a neighbour’s tree encroaching on one’s property, there is no civil law remedy in 
respect of the loss of light in a garden due to a neighbour’s high trees or hedges. 
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While I have no plans to introduce legislation on this matter I wrote to my colleague the 
Minister for Justice and Law Reform suggesting that we might give consideration to potential 
alternative options towards the introduction of a civil remedy in this matter. I am currently con-
sidering his reply. 

16/04/2013WRFFFF03450Fire Service Issues

16/04/2013WRFFFF03500803. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to examine equipping fire-fighters with personal safety devices like mace 
or pepper spray; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16838/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF03600809. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the steps that his Department has initiated and adopted to ensure the personal 
safety of fire-fighters and paramedics working in sometimes hazardous and dangerous condi-
tions; if his attention has been drawn to the number of such personnel that have been attacked 
while on duty; and his plans to implement any further initiatives to ensure that such frontline 
workers are protected. [16900/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 803 and 809 together.

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises and 
equipment for use by fire service personnel is a matter for the individual fire authorities under 
Section 10 of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 2003. 

My Department, through the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management, 
engages on an on-going basis with fire authorities to assist them in meeting their statutory re-
sponsibilities while also complying with the requirements of the Safety Health and Welfare at 
Work Act 2005. 

There have been a number of initiatives to ensure that persons working in fire services are 
properly equipped and trained, have appropriate procedures and are supervised so that, in so far 
as is reasonably practicable, their safety at work is ensured and that local authorities comply 
with the relevant legislative requirements. Initiatives taken have included the introduction into 
fire service operations of the National Incident Command System in 2007; the Fire Services 
Ancillary Safety Statement, also from 2007, which developed generic risk assessment process-
es for fire services; and more recently the Fire Service Standard Operational Guidance (SOGs), 
which developed specific situational risk assessments for fire services activities. 

Also, as part of the national policies for the future direction of fire services set out in Keep-
ing Communities Safe (KCS), which was published in February 2013.  A Fire Services Safety 
Management System (SMS) support document is being developed as part of the KCS imple-
mentation process to ensure that occupational health and safety in fire services is fully aligned 
with recently adopted local government SMS policy. 

Specific legislation dealing with assaults on, or threats to, emergency workers in front line 
positions is contained in section 19 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 (as amend-
ed by section 185 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006). Section 19 provides that any person who 
assaults a person providing medical services at or in a hospital, or a peace officer acting in the 
execution of their duty, is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine or 
a term of imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or both or on conviction on indictment to a 
fine or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 years or to both. A peace officer refers to a 
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member of An Garda Síochána, a prison officer, a member of the fire brigade, ambulance per-
sonnel or a member of the defence forces.  The offences in section 19 were extended to hospital, 
ambulance and fire brigade personnel by means of section 185 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 
in order to address the problem of assaults and obstruction of personnel engaged in providing 
emergency services.

In addition to the special offences under section 19 of the 1994 Act, the general criminal law 
applies. For example, in the case of an assault causing serious harm to an emergency worker, 
the offender may be prosecuted under the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997. 

Personal safety devices in the nature of mace or pepper spray are subject to the Firearms Act 
1925 to 2009. Under section 1 of the Firearms Act 1925, as amended by section 26 of the Crimi-
nal Justice Act 2006, the definition of “firearm” includes a “prohibited weapon” which refers 
inter alia to “any weapon of whatever description designed for the discharge of any noxious 
liquid, noxious gas or other noxious thing”. Under section 2 of the 1925 Act, it is an offence to 
possess, use, or carry a firearm unless it is authorised by a firearms certificate. While An Garda 
Síochána and the Defences Forces are generally considered exempt from the Firearms Acts 
(with regard to the licensing for their use and import) there is no such corresponding provision 
for fire brigade, ambulance or medical personnel. The issue of firearms certificates is a matter 
for An Garda Síochána. 

  Question No. 804 answered with Question No. 782.

16/04/2013WRFFFF03850Compulsory Purchase Orders

16/04/2013WRFFFF03900805. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has received a copy of the report he commissioned to be carried out into the 
purchase of land at Three Trouts in Greystones, County Wicklow by Wicklow County Council; 
and if so, when he intends to publish the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16873/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF04000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I appointed Mr Seamus Woulfe SC to carry out an independent review of the compulsory 
acquisition of land at Charlesland, County Wicklow, by Wicklow County Council following 
representations made by three Wicklow county councillors. I have received Mr. Woulfe’s re-
port. I intend shortly to send the report to Wicklow County Council and the three county coun-
cillors who made the representations and to make the report available publicly. This report 
follows from a review carried out last year by Mr. Woulfe into the management by my Depart-
ment of an application by Wicklow County Council for loan approval in respect of the above 
mentioned compulsory purchase following representations made by the councillors in regard to 
my Department. The report fully exonerated my Department.

16/04/2013WRFFFF04050Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/04/2013WRFFFF04100806. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of social and affordable houses that were provided as part of develop-
ment conditions where a developer had to build social and affordable housing or contribute to 
the cost of such in order to receive permission to develop private housing from its introduction 
in law to the present; if he will provide a breakdown of these numbers by local authority; the 
number of such houses that were due to be built and remain not built; the actions that should be 
taken to pursue this liability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16874/13]
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16/04/2013WRFFFF04200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): A range of statistical information on the numbers of social 
and affordable housing units provided by local authorities can be found on my Department’s 
website at www.environ.ie.

My Department has issued guidance to local authorities on the handling of conditions in re-
spect of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 on a number of occasions, regarding 
inter alia the use of Part V funding and lands, the sale of affordable housing units, measures to 
deal with unsold affordable housing units and options available to comply with Part V require-
ments. 

While my Department has advised local authorities to seek to discharge Part V obligations 
through mechanisms that place no additional funding pressures on the authorities the working 
out of these obligations is ultimately a matter for individual local authorities to pursue having 
regard to the legislation. 

16/04/2013WRFFFF04250Waste Management Issues

16/04/2013WRFFFF04300807. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he is considering introducing a national waste management bin collection 
waiver for senior citizens and low income families, as many senior citizens and low income 
families do not have the sufficient financial resources to meet additional household payments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16885/13]

16/04/2013WRFFFF04400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s new waste policy, A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Pol-
icy in Ireland, was published in July 2012. Among the measures included in the policy is the 
establishment of an interdepartmental working group to report to Government with options to 
minimise the impact of waste charges on low income households. The working group, which 
comprises representatives of my Department and the Departments of Social Protection; Public 
Expenditure and Reform; Finance; and the Tánaiste’s Office, submitted its first report to Gov-
ernment on 11 December 2012.  Government considered the report and the working group is to 
continue to examine the design and implementation of measures to address the issue and will 
provide a further report to Government in the coming weeks. 

Another measure of the Government’s waste policy is the revision of the current regulatory 
regime, to ensure, inter alia. that waste collection providers have Customer Charters in place. 
The Customer Charters will be required clearly to set out information for customers in rela-
tion to issues such as charging structures, procedures for dealing with customers who may fall 
into arrears and arrangements for switching from one waste collector to another.  I wrote to the 
waste management industry in September and October, 2012 in relation to the development of 
such charters and I understand that a number of waste collection providers have already put 
in place a Customer Charter ahead of the development of the new regulatory regime. I further 
understand that a number of waste collection operators have notified former local authority 
customers of the offers and discounts available to those previously in receipt of a local authority 
waste collection waiver.

  Question No. 808 answered with Question No. 750.

  Question No. 809 answered with Question No. 803.
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16/04/2013WRGG00400Local Authority Housing Issues

16/04/2013WRGG00500810. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which he has received communication from the various local 
authorities in connection with the need to address the local authority housing crisis he inherited 
from his predecessors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16905/13]

16/04/2013WRGG00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Government’s housing policy statement, published 
in June 2011, clearly identifies that the priority for Government will be to meet the most acute 
needs of households applying for social housing support. I am determined to ensure that the so-
cial housing programme optimises the delivery of social housing and the return for the resourc-
es invested. To achieve this, it is essential that we tailor the use of available Exchequer supports 
to prevailing conditions and explore the full range of solutions to address housing needs.

The social housing capital budget has been reduced from €1.535 billion in 2008 to €332.7m 
in 2012, with an anticipated outturn of some €299m for 2013, and the financial parameters 
within which we will be operating for the coming years rule out a return to large capital funded 
construction programmes. The Government is committed to responding more quickly and on a 
larger scale to social housing support needs through a variety of mechanisms, including through 
increased provision of social housing. In spite of the challenging circumstances within which 
local authorities must operate, the projected outcome for 2012 is expected to be in the region of 
4,000 to 4,500 housing units. Given the current volatility of the market and different challenges 
to the channels of supply, it is difficult to estimate the likely output of new units for social hous-
ing this year. However, it is provisionally estimated that in the region of 5,000 units will be 
provided for social housing in 2013.

Delivery of social housing will be significantly facilitated through more flexible funding 
models such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme and leasing, but the Government is also 
committed to developing other funding mechanisms that will increase the supply of permanent 
new social housing. Such mechanisms will include options to purchase, build to lease and the 
sourcing of loan finance by approved housing bodies for construction and acquisition. There is 
also obvious potential, across a range of housing programmes, for the Government’s objective 
of sourcing and providing suitable residential units for use as social housing to be aligned with 
the commercial objectives of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA). My Depart-
ment and the Housing Agency are engaged with NAMA to ensure delivery of housing units for 
social purposes.

  Question No. 811 answered with Question No. 801.

16/04/2013WRGG00800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

16/04/2013WRGG00900812. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any review is underway regarding the shared ownership scheme for pre-
vious purchasers of affordable and non-affordable homes; if the rental equity held by local au-
thorities on these homes has been amended to reflect the changes in market values over recent 
years; if it is proposed to devise a mechanism for the conversion of rental payments by purchas-
ers to mortgage type repayments each month; the total number of homes that were purchased 
under the shared ownership scheme in all local authority areas since its inception; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16936/13]

16/04/2013WRGG01000813. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government when he expects the review of Part V of the Planning and Development 
Acts to be published, which was announced in the context of the standing down of affordable 
housing schemes as part of his housing policy statement; if this report will examine the opera-
tional aspects of the shared ownership scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16941/13]

16/04/2013WRGG01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 812 and 813 together.

The Government’s 2011 housing policy statement announced the standing down of all af-
fordable housing schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, in the context of a full 
review of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000. That review is now almost con-
cluded and I have also asked the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency to provide 
me with a stand-alone analysis of the shared ownership scheme, including identification of the 
main difficulties and recommendations for mitigating measures.

Any future changes to legislation governing affordable housing schemes, including the 
shared ownership scheme, will be made in the context of both pieces of work and I expect to 
make announcements in this regard in the coming months.

Statistical information on the numbers of homes purchased under the shared ownership 
scheme, as well as other affordable housing schemes, can be found on my Department’s web-
site, www.environ.ie.

16/04/2013WRGG01200Property Taxation Exemptions

16/04/2013WRGG01300814. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if persons who own homes affected by pyrite and already have had testing 
and visual assessments of their homes undertaken will have to get additional testing carried 
out in order to avail of property tax exemption; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16952/13]

16/04/2013WRGG01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Regulations are currently being finalised in my Department which will set out the meth-
odology for the assessment of dwellings in order to establish significant pyritic damage for the 
purpose of being exempt from the local property tax (LPT). It is anticipated that these regula-
tions will be published shortly.

The primary route for homeowners to demonstrate significant pyritic damage will be in ac-
cordance with the recently published standard by the National Standards Authority of Ireland, 
IS 398 – Reactive Pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material – Part 1. This standard provides guid-
ance on the building condition assessment, sampling and testing to be carried out to establish 
the presence of significant pyritic damage.

To be eligible for an exemption from the LPT, a homeowner must obtain a certificate, from 
a competent person, confirming the presence of significant pyritic damage on the basis of a 
building condition assessment and the outcome of the testing and classification of the sub-floor 
hardcore material.

Conscious of the need to reduce costs to affected homeowners, I am making provision in 
the regulations for the use, where it is feasible to do so, of test results from sampling and testing 
undertaken to classify the hardcore material prior to the publication of I.S. 398-1:2013. How-
ever, a building condition assessment will be required to be carried out by a competent person 
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if it has not already been carried out.

  Question No. 815 answered with Question No. 799.

16/04/2013WRGG01600An Bord Pleanála Appeals

16/04/2013WRGG01700816. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of planning appeals to An Bord Pleanála that were refused against 
the recommendation of the Board’s own Inspector, for the Fingal region from January 2011 
until 4 April 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16981/13]

16/04/2013WRGG01800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Statistics in relation to the percentage of cases where the 
Board have reversed the recommendation of the Inspector are available in the Board’s annual 
reports, available at www.pleanala.ie.

In considering an appeal, the Board must consider all submissions on the file, together with 
their own Inspector’s report and recommendation, and reach their own conclusion on the matter 
in line with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. If they do not follow 
the recommendations of the Inspector, the Board must be satisfied that the facts of the case sup-
port their decision. Under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 - 2012, the Board must also 
give the reasons for their decisions and must specify the various reasons for not accepting the 
Inspector’s recommendations. I am satisfied that the Board operates these provisions with ap-
propriate transparency, for example through the publication of Inspectors’ reports and Board’s 
decisions on its website and the publication of well documented annual reports.

16/04/2013WRGG01900Pyrite Remediation Programme Implementation

16/04/2013WRGG02000817. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the way the Pyrite Resolution Board will deal with homeowners whose homes 
have significant damage as a result of pyrite, where they built the house themselves and have 
no structural insurance.  [16989/13]

16/04/2013WRGG02100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Pyrite Resolution Board, which I have recently established under the chairmanship 
of Mr. John O’Connor, former Chairman of An Bord Pleanála, will oversee the effective imple-
mentation of a pyrite remediation programme for homeowners who have no alternative avenues 
for redress.  I understand that the Board is currently working on developing the scope and detail 
of a pyrite remediation scheme.  Issues in relation to eligibility criteria for homeowners will be 
considered by the Board in the context of that work.  Under its Terms of Reference, the Board 
operates as an independent body.

16/04/2013WRGG02200Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

16/04/2013WRGG02300818. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when funding will be provided for the sewer extension in Aghadoe, Killar-
ney, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16997/13]

16/04/2013WRGG02400839. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will prioritise investment in the extension of a waste water system 
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(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17380/13]

16/04/2013WRGG02500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 818 and 839 together.

My Department has received no proposals from Kerry County Council in relation to the 
extension of the Killarney Sewerage Scheme to serve the Aghadoe area.

16/04/2013WRGG02600Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

16/04/2013WRGG02700819. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the funding will be provided for the sewer extension in Kilcummin, 
Killarney, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16998/13]

16/04/2013WRGG02800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Kilcummin Sewerage Scheme is included in the Water Services Investment Pro-
gramme 2010 – 2013 as a scheme to advance through planning.  The Council submitted a re-
vised proposal to my Department in June 2012.  My Department has examined the proposal and 
has requested further information from the Council. On receipt of this information the proposal 
will be further considered.

16/04/2013WRGG02900Unfinished Housing Developments

16/04/2013WRGG03000820. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of housing developments in respect of each local authority that 
have yet to be taken in charge; if he will provide a breakdown of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17036/13]

16/04/2013WRGG03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The information sought in the question is not available in 
my Department and may be obtained directly from the local authorities.

16/04/2013WRGG03200Planning Issues

16/04/2013WRGG03300821. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the number of value of bonds held by financial institutions in respect of hous-
ing developments in each of the respective local authority areas; the way these bonds can be 
accessed by local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17037/13]

16/04/2013WRGG03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Conditions attached to planning permissions for residen-
tial development must require the giving of sufficient security prior to commencement of devel-
opment. Existing guidance to planning authorities requires that they must ensure that they are in 
a position to draw down the security in cases where a developer fails satisfactorily to complete 
a residential development, or phase of a development, within the specified period.

The guidance specifies that it is a matter for the planning authority to determine both the 
level of the security and the type of security. This can take the form of the lodgement of a bond 
from a financial institution, a cash lodgement by the developer to the planning authority or a 
letter of guarantee.
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While the form of the bond, the amount and the terms attached are matters for the planning 
authority concerned, the arrangement entered into must enable the planning authority, without 
cost to itself, to complete the necessary services (including roads, footpaths, water mains, sew-
ers, lighting and open space) to a satisfactory standard in the event of default by the developer.

The information sought in relation to the value of bonds held is not available in my Depart-
ment.

16/04/2013WRGG03500Planning Issues

16/04/2013WRGG03600822. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide in tabular form details by county of the number of effluent 
management plans that were carried out in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17053/13]

16/04/2013WRGG03700823. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he is satisfied that all local authorities are administering on a consistent 
basis the implementation and completion of effluent management plans as part of the planning 
application process within their functional areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17055/13]

16/04/2013WRGG03800825. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if effluent management plans are a requirement under the Planning Acts in 
respect of on farm developments for agricultural purposes; if there is requirement on all local 
authorities to have the plans submitted as part of the planning process; his views on whether 
a requirement for effluent management plans is duplicitous in nature in view of the role of the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in compliance responsibility; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17068/13]

16/04/2013WRGG03900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 822, 823 and 825 together.

The Nitrates Directive and Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme are given legal effect by the 
European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Waters) Regulations 
2010, commonly known as the GAP regulations. The objective of these regulations is to protect 
ground and surface waters, including drinking water sources, primarily through the manage-
ment of livestock manures and other fertilisers.

Local authorities are the competent authorities for implementation of the GAP regulations 
and are also empowered under the Water Pollution Acts 1977 to 2007 to prevent or control pol-
lution of waters. In fulfilling these roles, local authorities may request information, for example 
in the form of effluent management plans, to ensure the compliance of on-farm development 
proposals with the legislation.

It is incumbent on local authorities to ensure that all proposed agricultural developments 
comply with the Water Pollution Acts and the GAP regulations. There is no requirement under 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 or the associated Regulations in relation to the sub-
mission of an effluent management plan as part of a planning application. Planning authorities 
may, however, when considering a planning application seek such further information as they 
consider necessary to decide the application in question.

My Department has no role in this process and does not compile or keep data on the infor-
mation sought by local authorities for this purpose. The principal role of the Department of 
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Agriculture, Food and the Marine is to check compliance of farms with the GAP regulations.

Consistency of approach to the implementation of the GAP regulations is overseen by a 
working group consisting of representatives from my Department, the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine, local authorities and the EPA.

  Question No. 824 answered with Question No. 768.

  Question No. 825 answered with Question No. 822.

16/04/2013WRGG04400Septic Tank Registration Scheme

16/04/2013WRGG04500826. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if septic tanks will have to be registered again in five year’s time; if 
so, if this registration will carry a further fee; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17092/13]

16/04/2013WRGG04600827. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if exceptional personal circumstances, such as ill health and hospitalisation, 
can be taken into consideration in individual cases where the 1 February registration deadline 
was missed in relation to the registration of domestic wastewater treatment systems; if not, if 
he will confirm if a person who missed the deadline due to such personal circumstances may be 
disqualified for future grant funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17098/13]

16/04/2013WRGG04700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 826 and 827 together.

The Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 provides that a certificate of registration for a 
domestic waste water treatment system is valid for a period of five years from the date on which 
it was issued. The Act also provides that on or before the date on which a certificate of registra-
tion is due to expire, the owner of a premises connected to a domestic waste water treatment 
system will be required to renew the certificate of registration.  The Act does not provide for a 
re-registration fee and I have no plans to introduce such a fee.

I have announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide financial assistance to 
households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment systems are deemed to 
require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services (Amendment) Act, 2012. 
The grant scheme will only apply to treatment systems which are the subject of an Advisory 
Notice issued by a water services authority following an inspection carried out under the 2012 
Act and based on the EPA’s risk-based inspection plan which was published on 19 February 
2013. Full details of the grants scheme , including eligibility criteria, will be set out in regula-
tions which I will make in advance of inspections commencing later this year.

  Question No. 828 answered with Question No. 752.

  Question No. 829 answered with Question No. 782.

16/04/2013WRGG04925Planning Issues

16/04/2013WRGG04950830. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will respond to a query (details supplied) regarding planning permis-
sion in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17142/13]
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16/04/2013WRGG05000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under section 30 of the Planning and Development Acts 
2000 - 2012, I am, as Minister, specifically precluded from exercising any power or control in 
relation to any particular case, including an enforcement matter, with which a planning author-
ity is or may be concerned.

  Question No. 831 answered with Question No. 759.

Regeneration Projects

16/04/2013WRHH00400832. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the overall amount allocated/approved to the Cox’s Regeneration project, Cox’s 
Demesne, Dundalk, County Louth; the phasing on which the funding will be released; the peri-
od of time for the completion of the projects; if there are specifications as to the way the money 
is to be spent, that is amounts appointed for improvement to housing stock, new housing stock, 
green spaces, road improvements and community facilities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17165/13]

16/04/2013WRHH00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This year my Department is providing €2 million to 
Dundalk Town Council to support on-going regeneration projects in the town. The masterplan 
for the regeneration of the Cox’s Demesne area of Dundalk, which is expected to be finalised 
shortly, will provide for a multi-annual programme of investment in the physical and social 
regeneration of the area and will involve the demolition, construction and refurbishment of 
properties together with investment in social and community infrastructure and the integration 
of the estate within the wider area.

In advance of the completion of the masterplan, the Council, with the support of my De-
partment, is progressing a programme of preparatory and amenity works, social inclusion ac-
tivities and estate-wide energy efficiency improvements. Some €1.546 million was recouped 
to the Council in respect of works carried out in 2011 and 2012. The next phase of works will 
comprise the strategic demolition of a number of dwellings and the construction of some new 
dwellings, the upgrading of a number existing dwellings and the provision of improved access 
and community facilities.

Publication of the masterplan will inform future decisions with the regard to the projects and 
programmes to be funded under my Department’s national regeneration programme.

16/04/2013WRHH00600Local Authority Housing Maintenance

16/04/2013WRHH00700833. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if local authorities receive grants from his Department to carry out works which 
would improve the energy rating and environmental efficiency of local authority properties; 
the amount of funding allocated for such grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17196/13]

16/04/2013WRHH00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In line with overall national policy which promotes a re-
duction in energy use, the enhancement of energy efficiency standards remains a priority within 
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my Department’s overall strategy for the improvement of the local authority housing.

Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, local authorities are allo-
cated funding each year in respect of a range of measures to improve the standard and overall 
quality of their social housing stock. This year’s programme includes a retrofitting measure 
aimed specifically at improving the energy efficiency of older apartments and houses by reduc-
ing heat loss through the fabric of the building.  On 1 March 2013, I announced capital alloca-
tions of €10m to local authorities in respect of energy efficiency retrofitting works for this year.

16/04/2013WRHH00900Commercial Rates Issues

16/04/2013WRHH01000834. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will indicate that community childcare providers, which operate on a not 
for profit basis and which are clearly commercial enterprises and would not be sustainable to 
continue their operation without Exchequer funding are exempt from the application of com-
mercial rates by local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17202/13]

16/04/2013WRHH01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  With regard to the 
application of rates to childcare facilities, where childcare provision is within a community fa-
cility operating in a non-profit capacity, commercial rates do not generally apply.

The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.  The an-
nual rate on valuation (ARV), which is applied to the valuation of each property, determined by 
the Valuation Office, to obtain the amount payable in rates is decided by the elected members of 
each local authority in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved function.

However, it is a matter for the Commissioner of Valuation to decide whether or not a prop-
erty is rateable and on what basis it is placed on the valuation list.  The Valuation Office comes 
under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

  Question No. 835 answered with Question No. 759.

  Question No. 836 answered with Question No. 755.

16/04/2013WRHH01400Fire Stations Provision

16/04/2013WRHH01500837. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the approved new Waterford City Fire Station will begin construction; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17240/13]

16/04/2013WRHH01600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 
2003.

My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guidance 
and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
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available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to approved construction projects and 
the purchase of fire appliances and equipment.

Proposals for a new fire station for Waterford City were approved-in-principle under the 
2006 fire service capital programme and my Department approved Waterford City Council to 
progress the project to final design stage in 2010. I understand that the tender process for the 
fire station is at an advanced stage and that construction work may commence by quarter three 
of 2013.

16/04/2013WRHH01700Building Regulations Application

16/04/2013WRHH01800838. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government his reasons for, as per Building Control Regulations 2013, preventing 
chartered members of CIAT from designing and to certifying their projects where they are fully 
competent and qualified to carry out these tasks; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
the regulations will oblige these professionals to close their practice in favour of other profes-
sionals listed as competent designers and certifiers in the regulations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17315/13]

16/04/2013WRHH01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Section 6 of the Building Control Act 1990 provides for the making of building control 
regulations which, among other things, may require the submission to building control authori-
ties of certificates of compliance with the requirements of the building regulations and may 
prescribe the designation of the persons or the classes of persons by whom certificates of com-
pliance may be given.

With effect from 1 March 2014 the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 will 
require, among other things, that design drawings demonstrating compliance with the require-
ments of the second schedule to the Building Regulations be lodged with the local building 
control authority prior to commencement of works and that a registered professional be as-
signed to inspect the implementation of the design during construction so that he/she is in a 
position to certify the completed building for compliance with the requirements of the second 
schedule to the Building Regulations. The statutory certificates of completion underpinning the 
procedures outlined must be signed by a registered professional i.e. a person who is included on 
the statutory registers of architects or building surveyors maintained in accordance with parts 
3 and 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007 or on the register of chartered engineers 
established under the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland (Charter Amendment) Act 1969.

Architects, Building Surveyors and Chartered Engineers are the construction professions 
typically involved in the design of construction works in Ireland and reference to these profes-
sions in regulation is entirely appropriate. It is open to persons, including members of CIAT, 
who possess the requisite experience and competence in the design and surveying of buildings 
to seek inclusion on either of the statutory registers of architects or building surveyors as estab-
lished under Part 3 and Part 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007. Inclusion on either 
register will enable a person to sign statutory certificates of compliance as provided for under 
the new regulations when they come into effect on and from 1 March 2014.

  Question No. 839 answered with Question No. 818.

  Question No. 840 answered with Question No. 768.
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16/04/2013WRHH02200Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

16/04/2013WRHH02300841. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the provision of an upgraded sewerage scheme (details 
supplied); and if Limerick County Council has submitted its preliminary report for the scheme. 
[17420/13]

16/04/2013WRHH02400842. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding the sewage scheme in Bruff, County Limerick; if he has 
received a submission from Limerick County council; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17422/13]

16/04/2013WRHH02500843. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the upgrade of a sewerage 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17423/13]

16/04/2013WRHH02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 841 to 843, inclusive, together.

The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 provides for the development of a 
comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County Limerick. The Programme 
includes contracts under construction and to commence to the value of some €29 million in 
County Limerick during the period of the Programme.

The Drumcollogher Sewerage Scheme, comprising contracts for a wastewater treatment 
plant (Design Build Operate) and network, is included among the contracts to start during the 
period of the Programme at a total estimated cost of €5 million. A revised Preliminary Report 
for the scheme, received from the Council in January 2013, is being examined in my Depart-
ment. A decision will issue to the Council as soon as possible.

The Bruff and Pallasgreen Sewerage Schemes were not amongst the priority contracts and 
schemes selected for inclusion in the current Programme.

The Programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues and 
support economic and employment growth. A key input to the development of the Programme 
was the assessment of needs prepared by local authorities, including Limerick County Council, 
in response to my Department’s request to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their 
proposals for new capital works in their areas. These were subsequently appraised in my De-
partment in the context of the funds available and key criteria that complemented those used by 
the authorities. Inevitably, through this process, certain projects that had been proposed had to 
give way to others that were more strategically important at that time.

Progress under the Water Services Investment Programme was reviewed in mid-2011 and 
through this process, consideration was given to any newly emerging priority contracts and 
schemes submitted by local authorities for addition to the Programme. No proposals for the 
Bruff and Pallasgreen Sewerage Schemes were received from Limerick County Council in 
response to the review process.

16/04/2013WRHH02700Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

16/04/2013WRHH02800844. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding social housing. [17429/13]
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16/04/2013WRHH02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Regulation 22(1) of the Social Housing Assessment Regu-
lations 2011 provides that a household with alternative accommodation that would meet its 
housing need is ineligible for social housing support. Paragraph (2) of the Regulation clarifies 
that paragraph (1) does not operate to exclude from eligibility for social housing support an 
applicant who owns accommodation that is occupied by his or her spouse, from whom he or 
she is formally separated or divorced. Under the enactment, a deed of separation is sufficient to 
set aside this ineligibility ground and it is not necessary to await judicial separation or divorce 
to get a decision on social housing support in these cases. This provision is reasonable in most 
cases.

I acknowledge, however, that situations relating to household members who have separated 
may exceptionally arise that may not easily be dealt with under the current Regulations.  Per-
sons who are forced to leave their homes due to domestic violence may however be placed in 
accommodation arranged by local authorities without having to be entered on the waiting list. 
In the longer term, victims of domestic violence may qualify under section 20 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 for entry on a waiting list for social housing support if, 
in addition to meeting the normal eligibility criteria, the housing authority considers that their 
current accommodation is unsuitable, having regard to particular household circumstances or 
on exceptional medical or compassionate grounds.

My Department is keeping the social housing assessment provisions under review and will 
consider what wider discretion might be given to housing authorities by way of Regulations to 
address the individually difficult and complex cases which may present to them.

16/04/2013WRHH03000Water and Sewerage Scheme Grants

16/04/2013WRHH03100845. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the increased grant for group sewerage schemes to €6,500 per house 
or 75% of the cost of the scheme will become available nationally outside of pilot scheme areas; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17470/13]

16/04/2013WRHH03200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group sewerage schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.

In December 2012 I announced an increase in the grant for group sewerage schemes to 
€6,500 per house or 75% of the cost of the scheme, whichever is the lesser. The previous rate of 
grant available was €2,031.58 per house or 75% of the cost, whichever was the lesser.

I propose, in the first instance, to carry out a number of pilot schemes based on the increased 
grant level. My Department asked local authorities to include in their requests for funding under 
the 2013 Rural Water Programme proposals for group sewerage schemes which might be viable 
based on the increased grant.

Following an examination of the proposals received, in March 2013 I approved grant assis-
tance towards a number of pilot schemes.  Progress on these pilot schemes will be reviewed in 
due course with a view to deciding how best to proceed with the grant scheme.

16/04/2013WRHH03300Water Services Funding
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16/04/2013WRHH03400846. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if funding will be provided to Kerry County Council in respect of works 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17500/13]

16/04/2013WRHH03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Substantial funding towards local authorities’ water conservation programmes is being 
provided under my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2013. Water-
mains rehabilitation is a key priority under the Programme which includes the Kerry Water-
mains Rehabilitation project valued at €18.79 million.

Kerry County Council has completed its countywide watermains rehabilitation strategy re-
quired as part of its water conservation programme. This strategy identifies specific defective 
water supply networks requiring rehabilitation and/or replacement.

My Department has already approved a number of proposals received from Kerry County 
Council for watermains rehabilitation works throughout the county to the value of €1.26 mil-
lion.  The Council is also identifying further works to be included in the Countywide Water-
mains Rehabilitation Project Phase 1 contract to be progressed and funded under the current 
Water Services Investment Programme. I understand that the watermain in Firies is not in-
cluded in the current proposals.

16/04/2013WRHH03600Building Regulations Application

16/04/2013WRHH03700847. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities made efforts to communicate the new housing regula-
tions to landlords; and the efforts that have been made to communicate these new regulations 
and their implications to tenants who might be affected by them. [17501/13]

16/04/2013WRHH03800848. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the rights that tenants have when their accommodations is below the new 
standards for housing regulation. [17502/13]

16/04/2013WRHH03900849. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a local authority finds that bed-sit accommodation which does not 
meet the new housing regulations is still being tenanted, the action that will be taken and the 
way in which the tenure of the current tenants will be affected. [17503/13]

16/04/2013WRHH04000850. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the guidance that has been provided by him in relation to tenants about pro-
cedures to identify and avoid any risk of homelessness. [17504/13]

16/04/2013WRHH04100851. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of housing units that have been upgraded, that will be upgraded 
and that might be withdrawn from the private rented sector as a result of the new housing regu-
lations. [17505/13]

16/04/2013WRHH04200852. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the discussions that he has had with the Department of Social Protection 
regarding the increased demands on rent supplement as non-working tenants of bed-sits seek 
more expensive accommodation as a result of the new housing regulations; and the procedures 
that will be put in place to support vulnerable tenants in making this transition.  [17506/13]

16/04/2013WRHH04300853. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government if he has a target date by which all inspections of housing will be completed 
and that all below-standard bed-sits are withdrawn from the housing market. [17507/13]

16/04/2013WRHH04400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 847 to 853, inclusive, 
together.

Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, made under section 18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1992. All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties 
comply with these regulations and responsibility for the enforcement of the regulations rests 
with the relevant local authority supported by a dedicated stream of funding provided from 
part of the proceeds of tenancy registration fees collected by the Private Residential Tenancies 
Board (PRTB).

The regulations have effect in their entirety for all rented properties being let for the first 
time from 1 February 2009. However, in some cases Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the regulations may 
have required significant refurbishment works for existing tenancies and, as such, a four year 
phasing-in period was afforded to these properties to facilitate any improvement works that 
needed to be carried out. On 1 February 20 13, Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the regulations came into 
effect for all existing residential rented accommodation. This will result in the phasing-out of 
the traditional “bed-sit” where sanitary facilities are shared between different rental units.

It is a matter for each individual local authority to decide the specific details of its enforce-
ment strategy and inspection arrangements. However, in discharging their responsibilities in 
relation to the rental sector, authorities have been asked to have regard to the Good Practice 
Guidelines for Local Authorities on Standards in the Private Rented Sector: Strategic Planning, 
Effective Enforcement published by the Centre for Housing Research in November 2007, which 
make a range of recommendations on relevant issues, including targeting inspection activities.

Following the enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local authori-
ties have a strengthened, updated legislative and regulatory framework available to them which 
provides for the issuing of Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are in 
breach of their obligations under the regulations, and fines for continuing non-compliance with 
the regulations have also been significantly increased. While I expect that the large majority of 
landlords will comply with local authorities’ directions in the area of standards, the legal pow-
ers available to local authorities are an important aspect of enforcement and I encourage local 
authorities to use them where landlords have failed to comply with directions.

The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 sets out a range of rights and responsibilities for tenants 
and landlords in the private rented residential sector. Section 12 of the Act specifies the obliga-
tions of landlords including that the dwelling be in compliance with the standards prescribed 
under Section 18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. A tenant may take a case 
against a landlord to the PRTB for, inter alia, a breach of this obligation.

My Department engaged in an extensive consultation process during the development of 
the regulations involving landlord and tenant representative groups, local authorities and the 
social and voluntary pillar under the social partnership agreement Towards 2016. In addition, 
a period of public consultation was carried out during July and August 2008 inviting submis-
sions from members of the general public on the proposed new standards regulations. Follow-
ing the making of the regulations in December 2008 copies were provided to various sectoral 
interests, including landlord and tenant representative bodies, and the coming into effect of the 
regulations was advertised in the national print media. In 2012 my Department placed further 
advertisements in the national print media and on my Department’s website www.environ.ie 
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regarding the coming into full effect of Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the regulations. My Department 
also engaged with landlord and tenant representative groups to encourage them to advertise the 
1 February 2013 deadline within their respective sectors.

With regard to the issue of homelessness, statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with the housing authorities. 
These authorities implement homelessness action plans which incorporate prevention strategies 
to prevent homelessness. I recently published a Homelessness Policy Statement which places 
an emphasis on a housing-led approach as the primary response to homelessness and places 
prevention at the forefront of the delivery of services.

My Department continues to engage with the local authorities on the implementation of 
the regulations and will keep the impacts arising under review. As they only came into full ef-
fect earlier this year it will take some time to identify and assess those impacts. In particular, I 
recognise that close regard must be had to supporting vulnerable tenants in making the transi-
tion from sub-standard accommodation to accommodation that meets the standards set out in 
the regulations. My Department meets regularly with the Department of Social Protection on 
a range of issues; to date, however, it has not been notified of any impact on demand for rent 
supplement due to the full implementation of the regulations.

My Department collates and publishes a wide range of housing statistics that inform the 
preparation and evaluation of policy, and those data are available on my Department’s web-
site www.environ.ie. Data on local authorities’ minimum standards inspection activities are 
included within that range and they show that, in general, local authorities have significantly 
expanded their inspection activity over the last number of years. Data not collected on the num-
ber of housing units upgraded as a result of the regulations.

I have not set any target date for the completion of all inspections as I am of the view that 
local authorities should maintain a steady programme of inspection activity every year. I am 
confident that strategically planned inspection and enforcement activity by local authorities 
will continue to improve the quality of the stock in the rented sector and I urge all landlords to 
ensure that their dwellings are in compliance with the regulations.

16/04/2013WRJJ00250Waste Management Issues

16/04/2013WRJJ00300854. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he is examining ways to make landlords more accountable for the 
dumping of rubbish from their premises; the legal barriers to making private landlords account-
able for household waste; the way in which he intends to promote tenant responsibility in terms 
of dumping now that domestic waste collection has been tendered to a private company; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17514/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under section 32(1A)(a) of the Waste Management Act 1996 it is the responsibility of the 
original waste producer or other waste holder to have waste collected, or to make appropriate 
arrangements for treatment, in accordance with the waste hierarchy.  Section 35 of the 1996 
Act provides that a local authority may make bye-laws requiring a holder of household waste to 
present such waste, specifying sorting measures, quantities, location, times and other relevant 
matters.  As such, it is a role of the relevant local authority to regulate the presentation of waste 
for collection, in alignment with the national, regional and local policy framework, for all cat-
egories of dwelling.
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Penalties available under the Litter Pollution Acts for litter offences range from an on-the-
spot fine of €150, to a maximum fine of €3,000 on summary conviction, and a maximum fine 
of €130,000 on conviction on indictment.  The fines for continuing offences are €600 per day 
for summary offences and €10,000 per day for indictable offences.  A person convicted of a lit-
ter offence may also be required by the court to pay the local authority’s costs and expenses in 
investigating the offence and bringing the prosecution.

Penalties for more serious dumping offences provided for under the Waste Management 
Acts are also substantial.  Persons who are found to be responsible for, or involved in, the unau-
thorised disposal of waste are liable to a maximum fine of €3,000 on summary conviction and/
or imprisonment for up to 12 months, and to a maximum fine of €15 million on conviction on 
indictment and/or imprisonment for up to 10 years.

Notwithstanding the significant penalties currently in place, my Department is preparing 
legislative proposals that would provide for the introduction of on-the-spot fines for incidences 
of fly-tipping or small-scale illegal dumping.  I expect to be in a position to submit proposed 
Heads of a Bill in this regard to Government for approval shortly.  As part of a revision of regu-
lation of household waste collection, all householders will be required to demonstrate that they 
are availing of an authorised waste collection service or are otherwise managing their waste in 
an environmentally acceptable manner.

Under article 12 of the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, a dwell-
ing let for rent must generally have access to suitable and adequate pest and vermin proof 
refuse storage facilities.  Where there is more than one dwelling in a building, these facilities 
may be provided individually for each dwelling or a communal facility can be provided for the 
building provided it is suitable and adequate to collect and store the refuse in an appropriate 
manner between collections.  The presentation of refuse for collection, the manner in which 
it is presented and any charges for collection are the responsibility of the tenant.  As regards 
multi-unit developments, section 18 of the Multi-Units Development Act 2011 states that own-
ers’ management companies are required to operate a scheme of annual service charges from 
which the management company may discharge ongoing expenditure on expenses including 
waste management services.

16/04/2013WRJJ00450Local Authority Housing Grants

16/04/2013WRJJ00500855. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the fact that Kerry County Council received a cut of 56% in the 
funding being made available for its housing aid grants, mobility aids grants and housing adop-
tions grants, if he will ensure that a top off is given, as a matter of urgency, for particular cases 
that need bathrooms, showers and so on installed in their homes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17631/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 22 February 2013, I announced capital allocations 
to local authorities under the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability 
amounting to €42.750 million. This year I allocated local authorities the full amount of their 
contractual commitments which, in the case of Kerry County Council, amounted to €838,493.  
The balance of the available funding was allocated on the basis of each authority’s share of the 
new applications on hand in January 2013. This brought Kerry County Council’s overall alloca-
tion to €1,445,971.   

I have set aside a small capital reserve to deal with any acute or particular difficulty which 
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might arise in the operation of the schemes over the course of the year. I am now considering 
applications from a number of local authorities for a supplementary allocation, including an 
application from Kerry County Council.

16/04/2013WRJJ00650Planning Issues

16/04/2013WRJJ00700856. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent, if any, to which he has studied the number of refusals by the vari-
ous local authorities for applications for extensions to existing planning permissions when the 
applicants, due to the economic situation, have been unable to proceed with the development 
in respect of one-off housing in rural areas; if it is recognised that the validity of the planning 
application in the first instance should carry through to the application for an extension of time; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17674/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Section 28 of the Planning and Development (Amend-
ment) Act 2010 amended Section 42 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 to provide 
that the duration of a planning permission may be extended where substantial works have not 
been done, or where the development has not even commenced, in cases where the planning 
authority is satisfied that there were considerations of a commercial, economic or technical 
nature beyond the control of the applicant which substantially militated against either the com-
mencement of development or the carrying out of substantial works, pursuant to the planning 
permission (provided that an application complying with the relevant Regulations was made 
before the expiration of the initial period).

This latter provision is, however, subject to the following qualifications: that the planning 
authority is satisfied that there have been no significant changes in the development objectives 
in the development plan or in regional development objectives in the Regional Planning Guide-
lines for the area of the planning authority since the date of the permission, such that the devel-
opment would no longer be consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of 
the area; that the planning authority is satisfied that the development would not be inconsistent 
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to any guide-
lines issued by the Minister under section 28, notwithstanding that they were so issued after the 
date of the grant of permission in relation to which an application is made under this section, 
and/or; that the planning authority is satisfied where the development has not commenced, that 
an environmental impact assessment, or an appropriate assessment, or both of those assess-
ments, if required, was or were carried out before the permission was granted.

This means that in cases where substantial works have not been carried out, and where the 
relevant development plan objectives or the objectives in the relevant regional planning guide-
lines have changed since the permission was granted to the extent that the development in ques-
tion would no longer be consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the 
area, the duration of the permission will not be extended.  The previous provision remains in the 
Planning and Development Act 2000, under which an extension of permission is automatically 
given on application in a case where substantial works have been carried out within the original 
duration (subject only to the condition that an application complying with the relevant Regula-
tions was made before the expiration of the initial period).

I consider that the amendment made in 2010 strikes an appropriate balance and that in cases 
where substantial works have not been carried out the duration of permission should not be ex-
tended in respect of developments for which the planning authority would now refuse permis-
sion in respect of current applications.  I have no plans to further amend the Act in this regard.
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  Question No. 857 answered with Question No. 768.

16/04/2013WRJJ00950Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRJJ01000858. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the county and city councils have autistic planning teams to assist adults 
with Autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17719/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): My colleague, the Minister for Health has responsibility for health issues including au-
tism services, and if he considers that provision of autistic planning teams in County and City 
Councils would be of assistance in the discharge of his responsibilities, it is open to him to en-
gage with the local government service in the matter.  In accordance with paragraph 2.5.1 of the 
Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government, if such services were to be 
provided by local authorities, the responsibility at national level, including funding, policy and 
accountability would remain with the Department of Health which would also have to provide 
assurance, through a robust Service Level Agreement, that adequate funding, staffing and other 
necessary resources would be made available to enable the function to be performed effectively.

16/04/2013WRJJ01150Common Travel Area

16/04/2013WRJJ01200859. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the common travel area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16442/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There is no requirement for 
citizens of either jurisdiction to carry passports when travelling within the Common Travel 
Area (CTA).  However, it is the case that airline carriers in many instances require their pas-
sengers to have a passport in possession before allowing them to board aircraft.  As such, this 
is not an immigration requirement.  Unlike the operational practices at some UK airports, there 
is generally no segregation of arriving passengers at Irish ports of entry to the State.  Conse-
quently, Immigration Officers performing immigration control duties at airports in the State do 
not know where passengers have travelled from when such passengers present at immigration 
control desks.  It is, therefore, necessary for Immigration Officers to establish where passengers 
have arrived from, and in order to do this, an Immigration Officer may ask passengers ques-
tions with a view to establishing their nationality and port of embarkation.  Once satisfied that 
a person is a citizen of the Common Travel Area (CTA) and that such person has travelled from 
the United Kingdom, the Immigration Officer will make no further requirement of that person.

In circumstances like the one outlined by the Deputy, where a person, who is a national of 
the jurisdictions that form the Common Travel Area, and who is continually travelling between 
ports within the CTA, an Immigration Officer, in compliance with their duties under immigra-
tion legislation, is duty-bound to ask questions designed to establish that the person is a national 
of the jurisdictions that form the CTA and has travelled from within the CTA and as such is 
entitled to benefit from its immigration arrangements.

For the sake of completeness, I should add that border entry practices in the UK for CTA 
arrivals vary considerably from place to place.  For example, in some UK regional airports, 
police officers on occasion seek identity documents for passengers from this jurisdiction.  In 
other cases, evidence of having boarded an aircraft in Ireland is sought, whereas, at Heathrow 
Terminal 1 there is a dedicated CTA channel for arriving passengers which the obviates the need 
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for the production of identity documents.  However, it remains at the discretion of the UK im-
migration authorities to request passengers to produce such documentation as required.

In recent years, personnel at the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) and in the UK 
immigration authorities have detected abuses within the Common Travel Area. Movements of 
illegal persons, suspected human trafficking, illegal immigration and substantial levels of social 
welfare fraud are among the consequences of such abuse.  The cooperation of all passengers 
arriving in the State, including Irish and UK citizens who have travelled from the UK, greatly 
enhances the ability of Immigration personnel, both here and in the UK, to prevent and detect 
illegal immigration and associated criminality.

It should be noted that in fulfilling their duties at the frontiers of the State members of An 
Garda Síochána utilise a range of legislative provisions. In particular, such officers will, where 
necessary, enforce the provisions at section 33 of Air Navigation & Transport Act, 1988, which 
states, an authorised officer, in the interest of the proper operation or the security or safety of an 
aerodrome, or the security or safety of persons, aircraft or other property thereon, may require 
any person on an aerodrome to: (i) give his name and address and to produce other evidence of 
his / her identity; (ii) state the purpose of his being on the aerodrome; (iii) account for any bag-
gage or other property which may be in his possession.

16/04/2013WRJJ01350Garda Remuneration

16/04/2013WRJJ01400860. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will give con-
sideration to amending the proposed changes in the pay and conditions of members of An Garda 
Síochána to better reflect the anti-social hours of work which Gardaí must do, the danger that 
Gardaí put themselves in to protect the public and to tackle the ongoing problem of poor morale 
amongst Gardaí; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16523/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Both the Commissioner and I 
are always available to engage in constructive and meaningful discussions on matters affecting 
the members of the Garda Síochána.  However, the proposals which emerged from the discus-
sions in Lansdowne House stand and it would be inappropriate to make any further comment 
on this matter at this particular time.

16/04/2013WRJJ01550Coroners Service

16/04/2013WRJJ01600861. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there has been 
any review of coroner services and the governance thereof; if not, if he will consider instigating 
such a review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16689/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The recommendations made 
by the Coroners Review Group in 2000 provide the primary basis for the proposals contained 
in the Coroners Bill 2007 which is before the Seanad having been restored to the Order Paper 
on my initiative.  The Bill also has regard to the Report of the Coroners Rules Committee in 
2003.  The Bill is in the course of being reviewed in my Department with a view, among other 
matters, to making it as cost-effective as possible.  The Bill, as published, provides for the com-
prehensive reform of the existing legislation and structures relating to coroners and provides for 
the establishment of a new Coroner Service.  It also aims to fulfil the obligations placed on the 
State by the European Convention on Human Rights and, particularly, the Article 2 requirement 
in relation to the investigation of deaths of persons involving the State.
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The key elements of the Bill include: enhancing inquiry and inquest processes; establishing 
the office of Chief Coroner to provide leadership and direction in all coronial matters; provid-
ing the necessary legal framework for the establishment of a new Coroner Service; moving to 
a smaller number of full-time coroners; statutory requirement to ensure that family members 
are notified at significant steps of the coronial process; clarifying a specific regime for coroner 
post-mortem examinations, including provision for retention and release of body parts and 
bodily samples, and promoting cooperation between coroners and other agencies also involved 
in investigations of deaths.  The Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 provides for 
some early reforms in coronial matters, including an amalgamation of the Dublin County and 
City coronial districts.

16/04/2013WRJJ01750Departmental Legal Cases

16/04/2013WRJJ01800862. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 479 of 12 March 2013 and Supreme Court Justice Hardiman’s 
statement in a case (details supplied), if he sees that State litigation conducted in this way is at 
the public’s expense; the cost benefit analysis procedures in place to determine the efficacy of 
his Department’s litigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16757/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Parliamentary Question No. 479 of 12th March 2013.  The relevant sections are included 
beneath for the Deputy’s information.

At the outset I think it important to state that it is the long-standing policy and practice for 
the Department not to comment in detail on the outcome of cases which have been before the 
Courts.  This policy applies equally to cases in which the Department’s interpretation of the 
law have been upheld in the Courts as it does to cases where the Courts have found against 
such interpretation.  There are sound and well grounded reasons for this approach; to com-
ment in detail on specific cases would carry the risk that the Department would be accused of 
interfering with the doctrine of the separation of powers between the State and the Courts.  This 
doctrine which is enshrined in the Constitution is of course a fundamental cornerstone of our 
system of justice and its interface with the executive.

However, I would point out that my Department in its approach to legal challenges acts on 
foot of the legal advice available to it from the State’s law officers.  In considering its approach, 
as well as considering the specific facts of each individual case, it must have regard to the wider 
implications of any such challenges and as such is required to act in order to maintain the in-
tegrity of the State’s immigration policies and procedures.  My Department in dealing with all 
such cases acts in good faith, with integrity, in accordance with the law as it understands it to 
be at that time, and in accordance with the legal advice available to it.

16/04/2013WRJJ01950Property Ownership

16/04/2013WRJJ02000863. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
details of ownership of lands (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16858/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Property Registration 
Authority is responsible for the management and control of the Land Registry and Registry of 
Deeds.  When title or ownership is registered in the Land Registry the deeds are filed in the 
Registry and all relevant particulars concerning the property and its ownership are entered on 
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folios which form the registers maintained in the Land Registry.  In conjunctions with folios the 
Land Registry also maintains Land Registry maps.

To identify the ownership of a particular area of land requires that either the Folio Number 
of the registered title is known or that the area of interest can be identified clearly on the Land 
Registry map.  Over the last number of years the Property Registration Authority has transferred 
all the paper records held as part of the Register onto an electronic database.  This has been 
made available for inspection through the landdirect.ie portal, www.landdirect.ie.  Through this 
portal the Land Registry map can be inspected and when the area is identified, the Folio Regis-
ter, which identifies the registered owner, can be inspected.  The Property Registration Author-
ity website, www.prai.ie, gives further details of the services available in this regard.

I am advised by the Property Registration Authority that the information provided in the 
details supplementary to this Question was not sufficient to determine the ownership of the 
particular land referred to.  However, the Deputy will be aware of the service by the Authority 
to T.D.s and Senators, which provides information on the current status of registration applica-
tions and other related matters, which was introduced in May 2006.  Accordingly, the Deputy 
may wish to contact the Authority directly via that service with any further information which 
may be available to assist in definitively identifying the land which is of interest and to deter-
mine if the Authority can identify the current ownership of the land.

16/04/2013WRJJ02150Draft Public Service Agreement

16/04/2013WRJJ02200864. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ad-
dress a specific issue raised in correspondence by a public servant (details supplied) regarding 
the draft Public Service Agreement 2013-2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16891/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
issues relating to an individual employee’s terms and conditions of employment are a matter 
for negotiation through their staff representative association and it would not be appropriate for 
me to comment on individual cases.  In addition, as the Deputy is aware, the Labour Relation 
Commission proposal is currently subject to consideration by the staff associations.  It would 
not be appropriate for me to comment at this stage of the process.

16/04/2013WRJJ02350Refugee Resettlement

16/04/2013WRJJ02400865. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Ireland has offered 
to host any refugees fleeing the conflict in Syria; in view of the fact that the number of refugees 
fleeing Syria continues to grow, and other EU countries have increased the number of Syr-
ian refugees they will accommodate, if Ireland will be offering to host more Syrian refugees. 
[17698/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be glad to 
note that, in response to  a flash appeal by UNHCR, Ireland has agreed to accept 30 persons 
from Syria for resettlement in 2013.  This is in addition to the annual UNHCR led resettlement 
programme in which Ireland participates.

16/04/2013WRJJ02550Visa Applications
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16/04/2013WRJJ02600866. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a determina-
tion will be made regarding a visa application by a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17699/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the visa application referred to has been approved.

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

16/04/2013WRJJ02750Proposed Legislation

16/04/2013WRJJ02800867. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will give an 
update on the plans to repeal the 1871 Lunacy Act. [17701/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Assisted Decision-Making 
(Capacity) Bill, which is due to be published in the near future, will reform the law in relation 
to Wards of Court.  The Bill will provide for the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871 to cease 
to have effect and the replacement of the Wards of Court system provided under that Act with 
a modern statutory framework to support persons who require assistance in decision-making.

16/04/2013WRJJ02950UN Conventions Ratification

16/04/2013WRJJ03000868. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities; if he can give 
an indication as to when ratification of the Convention will take place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17938/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ03100913. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will update Dáil 
Éireann on the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities; his 
views on whether there is legal impediment to its immediate ratification; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16925/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ03200946. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative re-
form that is needed to ensure the alignment of Irish law with the UN Convention on the Rights 
of People with Disabilities; if he will provide details of the timeline for the publication of such 
legislative reform; when he hopes to be in a position for Ireland to ratify this convention; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17178/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ03275Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 868, 913 and 946 together.

It is the Government’s intention to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities as quickly as possible, taking into account the need to ensure that all necessary leg-
islative and administrative requirements under the Convention are being met.  As the Deputies 
may be aware, Ireland does not become party to treaties until it is first in a position to comply 
with the obligations imposed by the treaty in question, including by amending domestic law as 
necessary. 
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The ongoing implementation of our National Disability Strategy in many respects compre-
hends many of the provisions of the Convention.  In addition, the Inter-Departmental Commit-
tee on the Convention monitors the remaining legislative and administrative actions required 
to enable ratification.  The committee has identified, as part of its work programme, issues to 
be considered by various Government Departments.  It is a matter for those Departments to 
determine whether any actions are required in relation to these issues in advance of ratification 
and report back to the Committee.  This work is ongoing in all Departments.  At the Commit-
tee’s request, the National Disability Authority, the lead statutory agency for the sector, is in 
the process of assisting it to assess the remaining requirements for ratification so as to ensure 
conclusively that all such issues will be addressed.

One of the key requirements in this regard is the enactment of capacity legislation.  Drafting 
of the Bill is being finalised with a view to meeting the commitment in the Government Legisla-
tion Programme which indicates that the Bill is expected to be published in the current session.  
The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce a Bill that is in line with 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  Work is being completed to 
properly align the provisions of the Bill with the principles contained in the UN Convention on 
supporting people with impaired capacity in making decisions and exercising their basic rights.  
I envisage that the revised title of the Bill, The Assisted Decision - Making (Capacity) Bill, will 
reflect this approach. 

16/04/2013WRJJ03350Garda Vetting Applications

16/04/2013WRJJ03400869. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a Garda 
clearance application will be processed in respect of a person in (details supplied) County Gal-
way in view of the fact that their application was made six months ago; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16031/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that five vetting applications have been received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit 
(GCVU) on behalf of the person to whom the Deputy refers.  I am further informed that three 
of these vetting applications were processed and returned to the registered organisations con-
cerned on 26 February 2013 and 21 March 2013.  The remaining two applications were re-
ceived by the GCVU on 5 and 22 March 2013 respectively and will be returned to the registered 
organisations once completed.

16/04/2013WRJJ03550Garda Civilianisation Process

16/04/2013WRJJ03600870. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide an update on the progress being made in the civilianisation of Garda Command and Con-
trol in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16081/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am wholly supportive of the 
release of Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline and operational policing.  32 positions 
were identified in the Garda Communications Centre in Harcourt Square as suitable to be filled 
by civilian staff and in March 2011, following an interdepartmental competition, the first 18 
Clerical Officers were assigned as Call Takers into the Centre.  Following a further interdepart-
mental competition, the remaining Clerical Officer posts have been offered to the successful 
candidates and they are due to commence on Monday 29 April 2013.  The recruitment competi-
tion to civilianise Garda positions in the Garda Communications Centre was in respect of emer-
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gency call taker positions.  The Garda dispatcher function was not identified for civilianisation 
and is presently carried out by Gardaí.

16/04/2013WRJJ03750Garda Deployment

16/04/2013WRJJ03800871. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sonnel designated to Garda vetting; if he will consider Garda clearance moving with the person 
when they change jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16096/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ03900874. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of personnel designated to Garda vetting; if he will consider Garda clearance moving with 
the person when they change jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16149/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 871 and 874 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are currently 94 personnel assigned to the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU).  Following discussions with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, sanction was granted for an additional 25 staff to be re-deployed from 
the Department of Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit in the near future.  A vetting 
disclosure is made in response to a written request and with the permission of the person who is 
the subject of that request.  Garda vetting disclosures are issued to specified organisations regis-
tered with GCVU for that purpose in respect of a particular post or employment.  The disclosure 
is made to the requesting, registered organisation of the position at the time when it is issued.

Each time a new vetting application is received, a full vetting check is conducted to ensure 
that the most recent data available is taken into account.  The non-transferability and contempo-
raneous nature of the certificate protects against the risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee 
of the integrity of the vetting service.  It also affords the registered organisation the facility 
to assess suitability based on the most up to date information available on the applicant.  It is 
worth emphasising that the primary purpose of the vetting process is the protection of children 
and vulnerable adults.  This must remain the case.

16/04/2013WRJJ04050Garda Public Access Call Boxes

16/04/2013WRJJ04100872. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the savings that will be 
made as a result of the removal of the public access call boxes from Garda Stations. [16134/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote and I have been informed by the Garda authorities 
that the annual cost saving arising from the removal of certain Public Access Call Boxes is ap-
proximately €394,000.  In this context, I understand that in the course of an operational review 
it was established that, on average, the majority of the relevant Public Access Call Boxes had 
less than one call per day.

16/04/2013WRJJ04250Garda Recruitment

16/04/2013WRJJ04300873. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm if a 
person (details supplied) in County Laois who was placed on the Garda Recriutment Panel five 
years ago is still eligible and if this panel is still active. [16135/13]



16 April 2013

361

16/04/2013WRJJ04400877. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will be 
recruiting to An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16168/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 873 and 877 together.

I intend bringing proposals to Government shortly in relation to the strength of the Garda 
Síochána and when recruitment might recommence.  While no final decision has been taken in 
relation to the lifetime of the recruitment panel created as a result of the last recruitment pro-
cess, the fact that this panel is now approximately five years old gives rise to significant issues, 
which will have to be taken into account.

  Question No. 874 answered with Question No. 871.

Peace Commissioners

16/04/2013WRJJ04700875. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide a 
list of Peace Commissioners registered in the Fingal area of County Dublin. [16152/13]

16/04/2013WRJJ04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My officials are collating the 
information which will be forwarded to the Deputy in the coming days.

16/04/2013WRKK00150Road Safety Issues

16/04/2013WRKK00200876. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new speed cameras installed for the periods, 2010, 2011 and 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16163/13]

16/04/2013WRKK00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the outsourced safety camera network commenced operation in November 2010 
and reached full operational capacity in March 2011.  The contract provides for 6,000 speed en-
forcement hours and 1,475 speed survey hours per month across the country.  There have been 
no new Garda speed cameras installed for the years 2011 to 2013.

I am advised that speed enforcement zones are continually reviewed in light of survey data, 
collision history and local feedback to ensure that enforcement activity is properly targeted.  In 
that regard, An Garda Síochána recently announced that a review of the existing zones has been 
undertaken using recent collision data from 2006 to 2012 and speed surveys.  It was further 
announced that, as of March, 2013, an additional 243 stretches of road have been identified as 
having a collision history suitable for inclusion as a speed enforcement zone and that there are 
now a total of 727 sections of road identified as speed enforcement zones.  The locations of 
these speed enforcement zones are in the public domain and are available on the Garda website 
www.garda.ie.

  Question No. 877 answered with Question No. 873.

16/04/2013WRKK00450Garda Strength

16/04/2013WRKK00500878. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current per-
sonnel strength of An Garda Síochána and of the Garda Reserve and civilians whole time equiv-
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alents and the strength of community Gardaí broken down by division; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16171/13]

16/04/2013WRKK00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that on 28 February 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available, the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána, the Garda Reserve, the civilian whole 
time equivalents and the Community Gardaí, broken down by Division, was as set out in the 
following table:

Division Strength Reserve Civilian WTE Community
DMR South 
Central

698 71 32 58

DMR South 588 46 29 59
DMR North 742 66 43 74
DMR West 744 65 47 76
DMR North 
Central

653 60 38 136

DMR East 419 18 23 19
Wicklow 334 36 23 20
Louth 290 48 23 20
Meath 294 38 26 13
Westmeath 255 25 22 10
Laois/Offaly 289 32 21 18
Kildare 318 27 29 0
Wexford 256 32 28 15
Waterford 286 36 29 54
Kilkenny/Car-
low

297 37 26 104

Tipperary 369 36 34 96
Cork City 677 67 62 31
Cork North 303 26 23 8
Cork West 301 30 24 4
Kerry 297 32 32 10
Limerick 604 51 50 63
Clare 292 17 31 8
Galway 585 71 44 20
Roscommon/
Longford

280 20 24 9

Mayo 301 35 32 4
Sligo/Leitrim 302 25 23 8
Donegal 427 32 29 24
Cavan/
Monaghan

346 23 36 8

In addition to the resources available at Divisional level, there are also Gardaí and civilian 
staff assigned to national units of the Garda Síochána such as the Garda Bureau of Fraud Inves-
tigations and the Garda National Immigration Bureau, and at Garda headquarters.
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16/04/2013WRKK00650Garda Deployment

16/04/2013WRKK00700879. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Gardaí in the Drugs Unit; their location based on division; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16172/13]

16/04/2013WRKK00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that on 28 February 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily 
available, the personnel strength of the Garda National Drugs Unit and each Divisional Drugs 
Unit is as set out in the table below.

Both the Garda National Drugs Unit and the Divisional units are also supported in their 
work by officers from other national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investiga-
tion, the Criminal Assets Bureau and the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation.  Furthermore, 
all Gardaí have responsibility, inter alia, to deal with drug related issues as and when they arise.

Division Strength
Garda National Drugs Unit 56
DMR South Central 13
DMR South 26
DMR North 29
DMR West 27
DMR North Central 19
DMR East 13
Wicklow 3
Louth 7
Meath 5
Westmeath 7
Laois/Offaly 3
Kildare 1
Wexford 5
Waterford 9
Kilkenny/Carlow 8
Tipperary 8
Cork City 26
Cork North 9
Cork West 5
Kerry 8
Limerick 12
Clare 7
Galway 11
Roscommon/Longford 6
Mayo 5
Sligo/Leitrim 8
Donegal 10
Cavan/Monaghan 0

16/04/2013WRKK00850Garda Rank



Questions - Written Answers

364

16/04/2013WRKK00900880. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Gardaí who hold the rank of detective; their location based on division; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16173/13]

16/04/2013WRKK01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
there is no rank of Detective in the Garda Síochána.  Members of the Garda Síochána, at the 
ranks of Garda to Chief Superintendent inclusive, may be assigned to Detective duties by the 
Garda Commissioner.  I have been informed by the Commissioner that on 28 February 2013, 
the latest date for which figures are readily available, the personnel strength of each Divisional 
Detective Unit was as set out in the following table.  The Deputy will appreciate that for secu-
rity and operational reasons, it is Garda policy not to disclose the number of Detective person-
nel assigned to individual specialist units.

Division Strength
Garda National Drugs Unit 56
DMR South Central 13
DMR South 26
DMR North 29
DMR West 27
DMR North Central 19
DMR East 13
Wicklow 3
Louth 7
Meath 5
Westmeath 7
Laois/Offaly 3
Kildare 1
Wexford 5
Waterford 9
Kilkenny/Carlow 8
Tipperary 8
Cork City 26
Cork North 9
Cork West 5
Kerry 8
Limerick 12
Clare 7
Galway 11
Roscommon/Longford 6
Mayo 5
Sligo/Leitrim 8
Donegal 10
Cavan/Monaghan 0

16/04/2013WRKK01050Child Abduction

16/04/2013WRKK01100881. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures 
taken to address the issue of parental child abduction; his views on the role that mediation can 
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play in reaching lasting agreements; if he will provide an update on the current status of the 
Mediation Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16178/13]

16/04/2013WRKK01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is probably 
aware, there are a number of international and EU instruments which provide for the return of 
children who have been wrongfully removed from one contracting State to another, or wrong-
fully retained in another contracting State.  Through these instruments, a network of Central 
Authorities has been established in Contracting States to facilitate applications for the return of 
these children.  The Central Authority for International Child Abduction is part of my Depart-
ment and can be contacted for assistance at 01/4790200 or by e-mail internationalchildabduc-
tion@justice.ie.

Mediation remains the best way for estranged parents and spouses to resolve their differ-
ences and reach lasting agreements that work in the best interests of the children involved.  Fol-
lowing a Government Decision, on 1 November 2011, the Family Mediation Service became 
part of the Legal Aid Board.  This service can help families resolve their differences before 
they escalate into a possible child abduction situation or the family has to resort to the Courts 
to solve their differences.  I would encourage any family in such a situation to access these ser-
vices and to do so as soon as possible.

It is my intention to bring forward, later this year, a Mediation Bill to promote mediation as 
a viable, effective and efficient alternative to court proceedings in civil and commercial cases, 
thereby reducing legal costs and speeding up the resolution of disputes.  The legislation, which 
is currently being drafted, will introduce an obligation on solicitors and barristers to advise any 
person wishing to commence court proceedings to consider mediation as a means of resolving 
a dispute before embarking on such proceedings.  It will also provide that a court may, follow-
ing the commencement of proceedings, on its own initiative invite parties to consider mediation 
and suspend the proceedings to facilitate the mediation process.

16/04/2013WRKK01250Garda Equipment

16/04/2013WRKK01300882. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
confirm that the Uzi personal defence weapon has been withdrawn from service in An Garda 
Síochána; the date when the decision to withdraw the weapon was taken; and the rationale for 
the decision. [16183/13]

16/04/2013WRKK01400883. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
outline the consideration given to providing An Garda Síochána with a replacement personal 
defence weapon for the Uzi machine gun; and if cost considerations have prevented or delayed 
a decision on the matter. [16184/13]

16/04/2013WRKK01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 882 and 883 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the specific arrangements made by An Garda Síochána in rela-
tion to firearms are, as operational matters, dealt with by the Garda Commissioner.  In that area 
the Commissioner determines the appropriate measures to be put in place, including the specific 
firearms to be deployed, without reference to either myself or my Department.

I understand from the Garda authorities that the Uzi sub-machine gun was withdrawn from 
general service in An Garda Síochána in 2012.  This was done in the light of overall operational 
arrangements made in respect of the armed capability of the Force.  In view of the nature of the 
functions involved, it would not be appropriate to comment in detail on how the relevant Garda 
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resources are deployed.  However, the Garda authorities are satisfied that the current arrange-
ments in place meet their operational requirements.

16/04/2013WRKK01525Alcohol Sales

16/04/2013WRKK01600884. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if provisions will 
be made for smaller shops who sell alcohol who will not be able to provide structural segrega-
tion from other products and additional staff for the implementation of section 9 of the 2008 
Intoxication Liquor Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16204/13]

16/04/2013WRKK01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the Report 
of the Steering Group on a National Substance Misuse Strategy, which was published last year, 
contains a broad range of recommendations which seek to address the negative consequences 
of alcohol misuse and alcohol-related harm in this country.  The Department of Health is cur-
rently developing an Action Plan for submission to the Government in response to the Report’s 
recommendations.  Future arrangements for the display and sale of alcohol in mixed trading 
outlets such as supermarkets and convenience stores will be considered by the Government in 
the context of that Action Plan.

16/04/2013WRKK01750Garda Investigations

16/04/2013WRKK01800885. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to the Microsoft Transparency Report, published on 21 March 2013 in which it was reported 
that An Garda Síochána had made 72 requests to Microsoft in respect of 222 different email 
and other accounts, and that in five cases, contents of emails were provided by Microsoft to An 
Garda Síochána and in 46 cases, non-content user information was provided by Microsoft to 
An Garda Síochána, if he will provide the legal basis on which the emails are being read by An 
Garda Síochána; the safeguards that are in place to provide oversight of the process, such as 
ministerial warrant; the mechanisms that are in place to ensure that no abuses take place with 
such access procedures; if legislation covering the interception of telecommunications mes-
sages covered digital data; and if legislation needs to be amended in this area. [16265/13]

16/04/2013WRKK01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In the first place I should men-
tion that the Report makes clear that the requests in question relate to criminal requests from 
law enforcement agencies or courts either by way of sub poena, court order or warrant, in other 
words in accordance with either statutory or court authority.  The Deputy will appreciate that a 
wide range of statutes provide for the gathering of evidence by An Garda Síochána, whatever 
forms such evidence may take.  For example, under section 48 of the Theft and Fraud Offences 
Act 2001, a member of the Garda Síochána acting under the authority of a search warrant is-
sued by a District Court Judge may operate any computer at the place which is being searched 
or cause any such computer to be operated by a person accompanying the member for that pur-
pose, and require any person at that place who appears to the member to have lawful access to 
the information in any such computer to cooperate with the member in question.

The Deputy will be aware that the 2011 Communications (Retention of Data) Act  provides 
for access to traffic data, location data and subscriber data, but not content data.  An application 
for such data may be made by a member of An Garda Siochána not below the rank of Chief 
Superintendent to a service provider where the data concerned is required in the context of the 
prevention, investigation, detection or prosecution of a serious offence, the security of the State 
or the saving of human life.
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With regard to interceptions, the Interception of Postal Packets and Telecommunications 
Messages (Regulation) Act, 1993 provides for the interception of telecommunications mes-
sages.  Under Section 2 of the Act, the Minister may give authorisation for such interceptions 
and only in the interests of the security of the State or for the purpose of criminal investigation.  
In terms of oversight, both the 1993 and 2011 Acts provide for the appointment of a High Court 
Judge to carry out an annual review of their operation and the relevant reports are laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas on an annual basis.  In addition, the Acts provide for a procedure 
whereby a member of the public who believes their communications have been intercepted or 
that their personal data has been accessed (whichever the case may be) may make a complaint 
to a “Complaints Referee”.  The Acts provides that the Complaints Referee must be a judge of 
the Circuit or District Courts or a practising barrister or solicitor of at least ten years standing.

16/04/2013WRKK01925Asylum Applications

16/04/2013WRKK02000886. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
people in the asylum and related systems in direct provision at present; the number at the 31 
December 2010 and 31 December 2011, broken down by reference to the number of years per-
sons in direct provision in the case of the present numbers [16303/13]

16/04/2013WRKK02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integration 
Agency (RIA), a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department, is responsible for the accommodation of persons under the system of direct 
provision while their applications for international protection are being processed.  RIA itself 
has no function in determining whether someone should stay or not in its accommodation, 
except in the context of rare instances of serious and repeated misbehaviour.  Its function is to 
provide accommodation and ancillary services to those who have sought international protec-
tion and who otherwise have no means of supporting themselves.

In relation to the statistics below, the overall length of time taken to process cases to their fi-
nality is determined not just by the length of time taken to process the cases by the independent 
refugee determination bodies and by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) 
and but also by the length of time taken by the applicant/their legal representative to respond 
to requests for information, etc.  In some cases applicants choose to change their legal repre-
sentative and understandably it takes some time for the new representative to become familiar 
with the case.  In many cases the applicant will not agree with the decisions reached and will 
continue to use every avenue open to them including referral to the Courts in that regard.  This 
obviously impacts on the time the same applicants spend in the process and also in the Direct 
Provision system.  While not suggesting that applicants are not entitled to the protection of the 
courts and to due process, a consequence of these actions is to extend the length of time the ap-
plicant spends in the Direct Provision system.

INIS has no desire to have applicants remain in the system any longer than the minimum 
period it takes to process their case.  However, ultimately a balance has to be struck between 
maintaining the integrity of the State’s protection and immigration systems and the case put 
forward by the individual applicant all of which must be considered within the legal require-
ments and obligations.  In the first instance requirements are set-down in primary and secondary 
legislation and these requirements are constantly evolving taking into account interpretation of 
the law by the Courts at both national and EU level.

As I have stated previously, the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill, which I intend 
to re-publish, should substantially simplify and streamline the existing arrangements for asy-
lum, subsidiary protection and leave to remain applications.  It will do this by making provision 
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for the establishment of a single application procedure, so that applicants can be provided with 
a final decision on all aspects of their protection application in a more straight forward and 
timely fashion.

Insofar as the statistics below are concerned, it is important to note that protection applicants 
are not required to live in RIA accommodation and in many cases may move in and out of the 
direct provision system as their circumstances change.  In relation to the tables below, up and 
including 2010 duration of stay was calculated by reference to the time that had elapsed since 
residents first made an application for international protection.  It does not necessarily mean 
that those persons have lived in RIA accommodation for all of that period.  Arising from the 
creation of a new database which allows for more detailed information, since 2011 duration of 
stay is calculated from the date of the latest entry into RIA accommodation, rather than from 
the initial protection application.  It does not include past time spent by residents who left the 
system for a period and subsequently sought and were granted re-access to the system.

  Duration of Stay in RIA Accommodation

Months in RIA 
Accom.

0 > 6    6 > 12 12 > 18 18 > 24 24 > 36 36+ Total

No. 
Persons End 
2010

522
8.7%

449      
7.5%

476         
7.9%

529           
8.8%

1258         
20.9%

2778       
46.2%

6012

No. Persons 
End 2011

436
8.3%

282      
5.4%

338         
6.4%

343           
6.5%

802           
15.3%

3040       
58.0%

5241

No. Persons 11 
April 2013

400
8.4%

453      
9.6%

333         
7.0%

218           
4.6%

481           
10.2%

2850       
60.3%

4735

A further breakdown of those staying in RIA accommodation longer than three years cannot 
be provided retrospectively but is available as and from a current date - in this case 11 April, 
2013.

More Detailed Breakdown of Duration of Stay - 11 April, 2013

No. of Months spent by persons in RIA accommodation centres since latest entry into Direct 
Provision

Months in RIA Accom.
0 > 6 400 8.4%
6 > 12 453 9.6%
12 >18 333 7.0%
18 > 24 218 4.6%
24 > 36 481 10.2%
36 > 48 557 11.8%
48 > 60 724 15.3%
60 > 72 621 13.1%
72 > 84 475 10.0%
84+ 473 10.0%
Total 4735 persons

Liquor Licensing Laws
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16/04/2013WRKK02200887. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is any cur-
rent provision similar to section 19 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2000, which was in operation 
for one year, to allow those who currently hold a restricted publican licence to apply for a full 
seven day licence; if he intends to amend existing legislation to facilitate those wishing to up-
grade their licences; his views on whether introducing such a provision would provide a boost 
to already established and successful businesses operating under restricted licences; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16332/13]

16/04/2013WRKK02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that section 
19 of the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2000 made provision for the upgrading of restricted licences 
under certain conditions, including a condition that applications to the Revenue Commissioners 
for such upgrading be made within one year of the entry into force of the Act.  I understand that 
a small number of restricted licences remain in existence and I intend to provide an opportunity 
to upgrade these remaining licences in the forthcoming Sale of Alcohol Bill.

16/04/2013WRKK02325Rights of Way Applications

16/04/2013WRKK02400888. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of applica-
tions for right of way made to the Property Registration Authority for each of the past five years; 
if he is satisfied with the timeframe for processing these applications; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16384/13]

16/04/2013WRKK02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Rights of way can be created 
either through grant by deed between the owner of the subject land and the owner of the land 
intended to benefit from the right, or alternatively a right of way can be shown to have been 
acquired by prescription.  Prescription is the acquisition of such rights by the user as of right 
over a substantial period of time.

Applications for registration of a Deed of Grant of Right of Way

The number of applications for the registration of rights of way (granted by separate deed 
of grant by the registered owner) received by the Property Registration Authority in each of the 
past five years is set out hereunder:

Year No. of Right of Way applications lodged
2008 693
2009 742
2010 784
2011 931
2012 995
Total 4145

It can be seen that there has been a gradual increase in the number of such applications 
lodged between 2008 and 2012.  Of the 4,145 cases lodged in this period, 27% have not been 
completed as replies are awaited to queries raised with the lodging party, or the applications are 
associated with an earlier application which is under query.  I am advised by the Property Reg-
istration Authority that the average processing time for such rights is 12 to 15 months although 
many applications will be completed within a shorter timeframe.  If a case is urgent and this is 
brought to the attention of the Authority, the matter will be dealt with expeditiously.
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  Applications for Registration of Easements by Prescription
Year No. of applications lodged for registration 

of easements/profits a prendre
2011 28
2012 431
Total 459

These are complex applications that require a full case to be made by the applicant for the 
right to be registered in his/her favour.  Certain proofs are required and notices must be served 
on all interested parties.  It must be established in each case, prior to the application being ap-
proved for registration, that the right does lie in prescription and is not a right being exercised 
by express consent or is not a public right, customary right or right of necessity.  The Property 
Registration Authority must be satisfied that the claim is not disputed.  In view of these com-
plexities, the fact that these are new cases and the necessity to consider each case on its own 
individual merits, it is not possible to give an average processing time for such applications.  
However, I am advised that the Authority is continuing to reduce the number of cases on hand 
and is confident that this will lead to improved turnaround times for all types of applications, 
including general rights of way.

16/04/2013WRKK02550Asylum Seeker Accommodation

16/04/2013WRKK02600889. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding conditions in a reception an integration agency hostel. 
[16391/13]

16/04/2013WRKK02700934. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he 
has taken in relation to the complaints made to him regarding conditions at a location (details 
supplied) in Dublin 1; if there are unannounced inspections at centres of Direct Provision; the 
extent of individual audits at each centre on income and expenditure to ensure the Exchequer 
funding is being spent as it should; his views on whether there is an adequate, impartial and fair 
appeals system for residents; and if he is satisfied that proper management procedures are in 
place at each centre. [17145/13]

16/04/2013WRKK02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 889 and 934 together.

The Reception & Integration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation & 
Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department.  RIA is responsible for the accommodation of 
asylum seekers while their application for protection is being processed.  These questions refer 
to an anonymous letter of complaint dated 26 March, 2013 signed simply “residents”, in respect 
of a Dublin asylum accommodation centre under contract to RIA.  The letter related to issues 
such as food provision and the management style in the centre.  RIA received a copy of this 
correspondence, which appears to have been also copied to members of the Oireachtas, from 
the contractor concerned on 2 April, 2013.  Coincidently, RIA had a meeting scheduled with 
the contractor for 3 April on other matters and the opportunity was taken to raise the letter for 
discussion.  As the correspondence is unsigned, the option for RIA to speak with any specific 
resident or group of residents does not arise.

Notwithstanding the anonymity of the complaint, RIA held an ‘Information Clinic’ at the 
centre on Monday 8 April, 2013 in order to ascertain whether the issues raised in the letter had 
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substance.  These clinics provide residents of a centre with an opportunity to speak with RIA 
staff on a one-to-one basis, without any centre staff or other parties present.  Despite advance 
notice of the clinic being posted up in the centre since 3 April, only two residents presented 
to RIA staff.  A further unsigned item of correspondence dated 4 April, 2013, again similarly 
signed “residents”, was received by RIA on 11 April, 2013.  This document sets out a number 
of specific issues which the contractor is being asked to address.

These documents make very specific demands and are being examined in detail by both 
RIA and by the centre contractor who will shortly organise a general meeting with residents.  It 
should be said that some of the demands made, such as seeking the right to have non-residents 
stay overnight in the centre or having residents decide who the management of the centre shall 
be, cannot be entertained by RIA.

It’s worth making the general point that a core aim of RIA is ensuring the maintenance and 
improvement of standards in centres under contract to it.  Any diminution in standards which 
comes its attention is treated very seriously by RIA, and proprietors are immediately required to 
make any changes and improvements deemed necessary.  In this instance, RIA will ensure that 
any matters arising on foot of its investigations will be addressed without delay.

In relation to standards of service, all accommodation providers and other companies en-
gaged by RIA to operate centres are required under a comprehensive Memorandum of Agree-
ment (generically approved by the Office of the Attorney General) to ensure that the centres 
comply and operate in accordance with all statutory requirements of local authorities and other 
agencies in relation to bedroom capacity, food, food hygiene, water supply, fire safety, general 
safety and so forth.  The contract also sets out staffing, security and management levels required 
for each centre.

RIA regularly conducts unannounced comprehensive full day and other informal inspec-
tions on each of the centres to ensure that the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement are being 
met.  In addition, the RIA has for the past number of years engaged independent assessors with 
expertise in the field to conduct inspections on its behalf.  All centres are also open to inspection 
by Environmental Health Officers.

It is the policy of the RIA to conduct at least twice yearly comprehensive inspections on 
each of the properties used to accommodate asylum seekers.  The independent assessor con-
tracted by the RIA also conducts comprehensive inspections on every centre at least once per 
year.  These are not financial audits.  RIA has a straightforward commercial contract for the 
provision of services to asylum seekers.  On the financial side, the contracts are based on a ne-
gotiated per person, per day rate for a contracted number of residents over a specified period.  
The issue of RIA conducting a financial audit of the income and expenditure of a commercial 
provider under contract to it does not arise.  For RIA, the inspection process is to ensure that the 
services it has contracted for are being properly provided; in other words, RIA needs to make 
sure it is getting what it is paying for.

Inspections are always unannounced and the inspection team look at all aspects of the ac-
commodation centre in relation to the proprietors’ obligations under the Memorandum of Agree-
ment which covers such areas as reception, management and staff cover, menus and facilities 
being provided, maintenance of the property and fire and safety issues.  As already indicated, 
information clinics where residents can raise issues on a one-to-one basis with RIA staff are un-
dertaken regularly.  There are 3 such clinics held per centre per year at a minimum.  Moreover, 
‘bed-audits’ are conducted at a selection of centres each year whereby a full detailed snapshot 
of service provision is taken to ensure that House Rules, contractual obligations, health and 
safety and other requirements have been addressed.  In relation to complaints and associated 
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appeals by residents in respect of the services provided at their centre, the mechanisms for deal-
ing with such complaints are clearly set out in the House Rules & Procedures document given 
at all residents in RIA accommodation.  This document is available in 12 languages (including 
English) and can be found on the RIA website www.ria.gov.ie.

16/04/2013WRKK02850Crime Investigation

16/04/2013WRKK02900890. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in the five 
years since the murder of a person (details supplied) the reason there has been no contact with 
the family by the Gardaí or Spanish police to discuss with them the way the investigation is 
progressing; the way in which an Irish newspaper had access to the police files for an article 
they published recently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16425/13]

16/04/2013WRKK03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy.  I will contact the Deputy directly 
when the report is to hand.

16/04/2013WRKK03050Human Trafficking

16/04/2013WRKK03100891. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total resources 
earmarked for combatting human trafficking in 2013: if he is satisfied with the resources being 
deployed to deal with human trafficking; if he will detail his approach to human trafficking; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16433/13]

16/04/2013WRKK03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Over the past number of years 
strong legislative, administrative and operational measures have been put in place to combat 
and prevent trafficking in human beings.  The Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act 2008, 
with penalties of up to life imprisonment for human trafficking, has greatly strengthened the 
law in this area and further legislation to extend the categories of exploitation provided for in 
the 2008 Act has been approved by Government and will be brought before the Oireachtas in 
the near future.

A dedicated Anti-Human Trafficking Unit was established in my Department in 2008 with 
the purpose of ensuring that the State’s response to human trafficking is coordinated and com-
prehensive.  In addition to the dedicated Unit in my Department there are 3 other dedicated 
Units in State Agencies dealing with the issue: the Human Trafficking Investigation and Co-
ordination Unit in the Garda National Immigration Bureau; the Anti-Human Trafficking Team 
in the Health Service Executive, and a specialised Human Trafficking legal team in the Legal 
Aid Board.

Dedicated personnel are also assigned to deal with the prosecution of cases in the Office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions and staff in the New Communities and Asylum Seekers 
Unit in the Department of Social Protection facilitates victims moving into mainstream social 
services.  There are also a wide range of training and awareness raising activities on-going and 
extensive consultation structures exist with Non-Governmental Organisations, International 
Organisations and State Agencies.

I am satisfied with the resources committed to the fight against the trafficking of human be-
ings into and within Ireland.  This year, and for the past few years, An Garda Síochána, in its 
Annual Policing Plan, has identified trafficking in human beings as one of its priorities with an 
increased focus given to prevention and detection of human trafficking.  The State provides a 
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wide range of support services to victims of human trafficking, these include: accommodation, 
medical care and planning, psychological assistance, material assistance, legal aid and advice, 
vocational training and education.  The Anti-Human Trafficking Team in the HSE develops 
individual Care Plans for persons who are potentially victims of human trafficking.  These Care 
Plans include a range of issues including medical health, GP referral, counselling, psychologi-
cal care, sexual health, material assistance, accommodation, training needs, education, etc.  My 
Department also provides funding to two organisations, Ruhama and the Migrant’s Rights Cen-
tre of Ireland, who work with victims of human trafficking.

The Government’s approach to the issue of Human Trafficking is set out in the National Ac-
tion Plan to Prevent and Combat Trafficking of Persons which set out 144 Actions to be under-
taken to address this issue.  A copy of the National Action Plan and a recently published Review 
of the Plan are available on the dedicated Anti-Trafficking site blueblindfold.ie.  A new National 
Action Plan to cover the period from 2013 to 2016 is currently being drafted.  In-depth reviews 
of Ireland’s response to human trafficking were carried out in 2012 by the Special Representa-
tive and Coordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the Organisation for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) who visited in February and the Council of Europe 
Group of Experts on Action to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) who carried out 
a week long country visit in November.  The Report of the OSCE Special Representative was 
published recently and the detailed Report of GRETA will be available in the first half of 2013.  
I have agreed that it is prudent that we await their views on our progress before we proceed to 
publish the new National Action Plan.  The views of these international organisations, the de-
velopments at EU level, along with consultations with other state agencies and civil society will 
significantly inform the direction and content of the new National Action Plan.

16/04/2013WRKK03225Child Abduction

16/04/2013WRKK03300892. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny whose rights have not been vindicated under the 
Hague Convention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16437/13]

16/04/2013WRKK03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate, 
it would not be appropriate for me to comment on individual cases that may be the subject of 
an application under the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child 
Abduction.  Such applications are facilitated by the Central  Authority for International Child 
Abduction which is part of my Department.

Decisions on the outcome of applications rest with the Courts of the relevant jurisdiction.  I 
understand that the Central Authority keeps parents informed of the progress of their applica-
tion and I am assured that the Central Authority continues to be in frequent contact with the 
applicant in this case.

16/04/2013WRKK03450Asylum Seeker Accommodation

16/04/2013WRKK03500893. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will inves-
tigate the living conditions of asylum seekers here in particular families with children (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16483/13]

16/04/2013WRKK03600897. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action that 
is being taken to improve the living conditions of asylum seekers in direct provision centres; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16526/13]



Questions - Written Answers

374

16/04/2013WRKK03700918. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
an update on the commitment in the Programme for Government to review the system of direct 
provision for asylum seekers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17014/13]

16/04/2013WRKK03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 893, 897 and 918 together.

The first of these questions specifically refers to a letter written to the Deputy by a constitu-
ent who was concerned about what he had read in an Irish Times opinion article on 23 March, 
2013 about children residing in the 35 asylum accommodation centres currently under contract 
to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department.  There are approximately 
4,800 persons in these 35 centres, about a third of whom are children under the age of 18.

The Direct Provision system remains a key pillar of the State’s asylum and immigration sys-
tem.  I, and previous Ministers for Justice and Equality, have explained in response to previous 
Dáil Questions how the normal structures dealing with homelessness could not cope when the 
number of asylum seekers arriving in Ireland increased dramatically, and how the Direct Provi-
sion system was the only realistic accommodation solution.  There are no cheaper alternatives 
to the direct provision system.  In fact, if we were operating a system which facilitated asylum 
seekers in living independent lives in individual housing with social welfare support and pay-
ments, aside from the asylum ‘pull factor’ it would likely create, the cost to the exchequer 
would be double what is currently paid under the direct provision system.  This was a key find-
ing in the recent Value for Money Report on the direct provision system which was published 
in 2010 and is on the RIA website - www.ria.gov.ie.  I have also explained the nature of the full 
board accommodation system provided; how RIA coordinates through other Government bod-
ies a number of ancillary services to residents; how residents are offered free medical screen-
ing on arrival in the State and have access to health services; and how residents have access to 
primary and secondary education services, on the same basis as Irish citizens.

I will concentrate here on the issue of child protection which was the focus of the article.  
RIA takes the issue of child welfare, and the protection of residents generally, very seriously. 
RIA has had a child protection policy, based on the HSE’s Children First Policy, in place since 
2006.  There is a specific unit in RIA called the Child and Family Services Unit, which is fully 
staffed and whose role is to manage, deliver, coordinate, monitor and plan all matters relating to 
child and family services for all asylum seekers residing in the direct provision system.  It also 
acts as a conduit between RIA and the HSE, the latter having statutory functions in this area.  
Moreover, all staff in centres must be Garda vetted and comply with RIA’s child protection 
policy, a copy of which is available on its website - www.ria.gov.ie.  This is in furtherance of 
RIA’s policy which has as its principal aim the minimisation of risk to children and vulnerable 
adults residing in its centres.

More generally, the rights of residents in RIA centres are, put simply, protected in three 
ways: (a) RIA’s House Rules and Procedures which set out the type and standard of service 
that an asylum seeker should expect whilst residing in direct provision accommodation.  The 
Rules set out the entitlements and obligations placed on centre management and on residents 
and, in the event that these aren’t being met, a complaints procedure to be invoked by either 
party.  This complaints system is considered by RIA to be broadly in line with the guidelines set 
out by the Office of the Ombudsman for ‘internal complaints systems’.  (b) Over and above the 
House Rules themselves, the interests of asylum seekers are protected through regular ‘clinics’ 
in centres where residents can speak directly to RIA headquarters staff one-on-one without local 
centre management being present.  (c) Inspections take place in centres, by RIA staff and by an 
independent company contracted to RIA, to ensure that centres are adhering to their contractual 
obligations.  In the coming few months RIA will begin to publish on its website completed 
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inspection reports on each of the centres under contract to it.  It cannot be emphasised enough 
that all inspections are unannounced.  Inspections are not to be confused with ordinary day-to-
day visits to centres by RIA staff in connection with operational, health or educational matters 
where management would know of their arrival in advance.  Moreover, issues of concern are 
also brought to the attention of RIA by representatives of statutory or voluntary agencies work-
ing with asylum seekers, as was the case here.  In no circumstance does a transfer take place 
because of a complaint made.

In relation to the issue of space, including the sharing of bedrooms and toilet facilities 
which is raised in the article, there are a number of things to be said.  Firstly, in sourcing ac-
commodation RIA must ensure that the basic legal conditions, in terms of capacity and toilet 
and bathroom facilities, are met.  Secondly, in relation to room sharing, where it comes to RIA’s 
attention that accommodation is not suitable for a family where, for example, its size has in-
creased, alternative accommodation in another centre is offered.  In some cases, this offer is not 
accepted and families prefer to stay in a centre.  Thirdly, in relation to families having to share 
bathrooms, a majority of families living in the system have sole access to their own bathroom 
and toilet facilities.  Whilst the nature of Direct Provision is such that en suite facilities are not 
guaranteed, RIA will continue to seek over time to increase the percentage of families having 
access to non-shared bathroom/toilet facilities.

In relation to ‘de-skilling’, also mentioned in the article, the existing statutory position in 
Ireland provides that an asylum seeker shall not seek or enter employment.  This prohibition 
is retained in the Immigration Residence and Protection Bill 2010 which I intend to republish 
later this year.  Extending the right to work to asylum seekers would almost certainly have a 
profoundly negative impact on application numbers, as was experienced in the aftermath of the 
July 1999 decision to do so.

In relation to the broader asylum issue, I acknowledge that the length of time spent in direct 
provision and the complexity of the asylum process is an issue to be addressed.  No specific 
reference is made in the Programme for Government to the Direct Provision system.  But that 
system is inextricably linked to the surrounding asylum process and in the Programme there is 
a specific commitment to introduce comprehensive reforms of the immigration, residency and 
asylum systems.  The Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill, which I intend to re-publish, 
should substantially simplify and streamline the existing arrangements for asylum, subsidiary 
protection and leave to remain applications.  It will do this by making provision for the estab-
lishment of a single application procedure, so that applicants can be provided with a final deci-
sion on all aspects of their protection application in a more straight forward and timely fashion.

Pending the enactment and commencement of the new legislation and with a view to im-
proving processing, I am proposing to introduce new arrangements for the processing of sub-
sidiary protection applications in light of recent judgments in the Superior Courts.  My De-
partment, in consultation with the Attorney General’s Office, is developing a new legislative 
and administrative framework for the processing of current and future subsidiary protection 
applications. This work is being given high priority and applicants will be advised of the new 
arrangements as soon as possible.  

Liquor Licensing Laws

16/04/2013WRKK03900894. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
sider amending the licensing laws to allow premises such as pubs to open on Good Friday if 
they so wish and serve alcohol; the reasons for the current ban; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16509/13]
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16/04/2013WRKK04000895. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any consid-
eration has been given to changing the law to allow pubs to serve alcohol on Good Friday and 
Christmas Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16519/13]

16/04/2013WRKK04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 894 and 895 together.

The position is that the Government Legislation Programme provides for publication of 
the Sale of Alcohol Bill in late 2013.  It is intended that the Bill will modernise the law relat-
ing to the sale, supply and consumption of  alcohol in licensed premises and registered clubs, 
including the statutory provisions relating to times when alcohol may be sold, by repealing the 
Licensing Acts 1833 to 2011 and the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008 and replacing 
them with streamlined and updated provisions.  The statutory provisions restricting the sale of 
alcohol on Good Friday and Christmas Day, which have historical origins, will be examined in 
that context.

16/04/2013WRKK04150Visa Applications

16/04/2013WRKK04200896. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will reopen and 
reinvestigate a visa application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16521/13]

16/04/2013WRKK04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The visa application referred 
to by the Deputy was refused at first instance on 12 November, 2012 and an appeal against this 
decision was received in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) Dublin on 17 
December, 2012.  Following a full re-consideration by the Appeals Officer, the original decision 
to refuse was upheld on 4 March, 2013, as the finances available to the reference in Ireland were 
deemed insufficient and therefore the granting of the visa could result in a cost to public funds 
and public resources.  Each visa application is entitled to one appeal only.  However, it is open 
to the person concerned to make a fresh application at any time in the future should they be in 
a position to address the issues of concern raised by the Visa Officer.

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

  Question No. 897 answered with Question No. 893.

Garda Transport Numbers

16/04/2013WRLL00200898. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of vehi-
cles available to An Garda Síochána in County Louth at present; and the number that were avail-
able to An Garda Síochána in County Louth in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. [16590/13]

16/04/2013WRLL00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions on the provision and 
deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. Responsibility for the 
efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional 
Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational circumstances.
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In that overall context, I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Garda 
vehicles allocated to Co. Louth for the periods requested by the Deputy is as outlined in the 
following table:

PERIOD NUMBER OF VEHICLES
12/4/13 47
2012 44
2011 49
2010 49
2009 48
2008 47

Crime Statistics

16/04/2013WRLL00400899. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the controls which 
exist in An Garda Síochána to ensure that all reported crimes are captured for statistical pur-
poses by the Central Statistics Office. [16594/13]

16/04/2013WRLL00500900. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way a member 
of the public who has reported a crime to An Garda Síochána can be confident that the crime has 
been captured for statistical purposes by the Central Statistics Office. [16595/13]

16/04/2013WRLL00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 899 and 900 together.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical agency, and the CSO 
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  Section 47 of the Act of 2005 places an obli-
gation on An Garda Síochána to provide statistical data concerning crime to the CSO.  In this 
regard, I am informed by the Garda authorities that the relevant data from the Garda PULSE 
system is electronically transferred to the CSO at regular intervals.

The General Crime Counting Rules are published by the CSO on www.cso.ie   as Technical 
Notes in the Background Information section in each of its Quarterly Recorded Crime Reports. 
These notes explain when a crime is captured on PULSE.

I am also informed that supervisory ranks within An Garda Síochána review all incidents 
recorded on PULSE to ensure that the correct crime classification is recorded. Further to this 
supervision, the Garda Information Service Centre (GISC), the central authority for recording 
crime incidents on PULSE, also monitors and reviews PULSE information to ensure the crime 
classification is correct.

Garda Vetting Applications

16/04/2013WRLL00700901. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ex-
pedite vetting in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6 in view of the fact that the 
delay is impacting on ability to fulfil work commitments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16623/13]

16/04/2013WRLL00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the person concerned was received by the 
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Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 26 February 2013. The application is being processed 
and will be returned to the registered organisation once completed.

All organisations registered for Garda Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for 
the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and 
selection process. In order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Garda 
Vetting, standard processing procedures are such that applications are processed in chronologi-
cal order, from the date of receipt at the Central Vetting Unit. 

Magdalen Laundries Issues

16/04/2013WRLL00900902. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures 
being taken to ensure the Magdalen Fund/Commission is a transparent process; if it will have 
an appeals process with independent monitoring; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16631/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01000903. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Justice 
Quirke will be commissioned to implement the process that he recommends after the three 
month review work of the Magdalen Fund/Commission. [16632/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01100930. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
making available free independent advice and advocacy assistance in relation to the proposed 
redress scheme to survivors of Magdalene Laundries; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17138/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01200931. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will establish 
a dedicated helpline for Magdalene survivors to assist them in dealing with the Quirke review; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17139/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01300937. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Mag-
dalene Fund/Commission will be placed on a statutory footing with independent statutory pow-
ers. [17152/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01400939. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mea-
sures that are being put in place to enable women in institutionalised settings to engage with 
the Magdalene Fund/Commission; and if a guardian ad litem or independent advocate will be 
provided in all such cases as a way to further guarantee their rights. [17154/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 902, 903, 930, 931, 937 and 939 together.

Mr. Justice Quirke has been asked to advise on the establishment of a scheme for the benefit 
of those women who were admitted to and worked in a Magdalen Laundry and to  examine 
how best to operate, as part of that scheme, necessary supports for women who have been in a 
Magdalen Laundry. It is a matter for Judge Quirke to decide independently how he will carry 
out his examination.  His terms of reference are as follows:

“Taking into account the findings of the “Report of the Inter-Departmental Committee to 
establish the facts of State involvement with the Magdalen Laundries”

(i) to advise on the establishment of an ex gratia Scheme (to operate on a non-adverserial 
basis) including identifying the criteria and factors to be taken into account to facilitate the early 
establishment and effective conduct of an ex gratia Scheme for the benefit of those women who 
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were admitted to and worked in a Magdalen Laundry and in the Laundry operated in the Train-
ing Centre at Stanhope Street, Dublin, taking into account criteria determined to be relevant, 
including work undertaken and other matters as considered appropriate, to contribute to a heal-
ing and reconciliation process;   

(ii) to examine how best to operate (as part of that Scheme) an ex gratia Fund, of a sum suf-
ficient to meet the recommendations of Mr Justice Quirke, the nature and amount of ex gratia 
payments to be made out of the Fund and on the determination of applications for payment in an 
effective  and timely manner that ensures the monies in the Fund are directed only to the benefit 
of eligible applicants and not on legal fees and expenses.  

(iii) to examine how the Government might best provide supports (including health services 
such as medical cards, mental health services and counselling services and other welfare needs) 
as part of the Scheme for women who require such supports as a result of their experiences in 
the Laundries.   

(iv) to consider the approach to be taken in circumstances in which a payment has already 
been made by the Redress Board by way of redress to a former resident of an industrial school, 
where such payment included a sum specifically due to the direct transfer of that person from 
an industrial school to a relevant Laundry and their time or part of their time spent in a Laundry 
or Laundries.   

(v) to examine the effect, if any, of the making of an ex gratia payment to a person who is 
resident in the UK and how best the making of any such payment should be structured so as not 
to adversely affect their existing entitlements to benefits and supports.   

(vi) to advise as to what steps or measures  are appropriate to ensure that ex gratia payments 
or  supports or assistance provided are dis-regarded for the purposes of determining entitlement 
of Social Welfare payments and/or income tax liability.   

(vii) to report back to Government within three months with recommendations.   

When his recommendations have been received, the Government will consider the matter 
and decide how best to implement a scheme.

Private Security Authority Fees

16/04/2013WRLL01600904. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider instructing the Private Security Authority to waive the registration and audit fees for 
businesses who must register with the PSA, in instances in which the businesses can prove they 
are not currently in profit, or the payment of such fees would result in losses; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16648/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Private Security Authority 
(PSA), an independent agency under the remit of my Department, is the regulatory body with 
responsibility for regulating and licensing the private security industry in the State. 

Currently contractors operating in the Cash-In-Transit, Door Supervisor, Security Guarding 
and Installer of Security Equipment sectors of the private security industry are subject to PSA 
licensing and are therefore required to pay a licence fee to the Authority.   The Authority is how-
ever fully aware of the difficulties faced by the industry at this time and continues to seek ways 
of easing the burden of regulation while at the same time meeting its statutory obligations.   I 
am informed that the Authority operates an instalment payment option to assist contractors with 
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paying for their licence fees and anyone who wishes to consider pursuing this option should 
contact the PSA directly.

While it is not envisaged that businesses would be exempt from fees, the Authority and my 
Department have been in consultation about a review of the PSA’s licence fees for smaller con-
tractors.  Any change in such fees however requires the drafting of a new Statutory Instrument 
and my Department is in regular contact with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel in this 
regard and has asked that it be given priority.  It is expected that this process will be completed 
in the near future and I will then be in a position to make an announcement on the matter.

Prison Visiting Regulations

16/04/2013WRLL01800905. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will request that 
family visits or access is organised for persons (details supplied), in accordance with best prac-
tise operating in European prisons. [16660/13]

16/04/2013WRLL01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a request has been received from the Northern Ireland Prison Service seeking  some form 
of personal contact between the two persons referred to. 

I am informed by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that discussions are tak-
ing place to establish whether a video link-up can be arranged. Both organisations are currently 
examining their own video technology to determine whether such a link-up can be arranged,  
given technological compatibility and suitability concerns.

Proposed Legislation

16/04/2013WRLL02000906. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the protection afforded 
to persons who have signed an Enduring Power of Attorney, particularly with regard to End-
of-Life and healthcare decisions; and the avenues open for citizens who believe that these at-
torneys are not acting in the persons best interests. [16662/13]

16/04/2013WRLL02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The High Court has a supervi-
sory role in relation to the execution of an enduring power of attorney. Section 12 of the Pow-
ers of Attorney Act 1996 provides that the High Court, on application from the donor, attorney 
or an interested party, may give direction with respect to, among other things, a personal care 
decision made or to be made by an attorney. Section 12 also gives the High Court the power to 
cancel the registration of an enduring power of attorney.

The Assisted Decision-Making Bill, which will be published in the near future, will sub-
sume and re-enact the enduring power provisions of the 1996 Act to bring them into line with 
the general principles of the Bill. The Bill will propose the establishment of an Office of the 
Public Guardian which, amongst its other functions, will have responsibilities in registering 
enduring powers and in supervising attorneys.

In relation to health care decisions, legislative provisions for advance healthcare directives 
will be incorporated into the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill. These provisions are 
being drafted by officials in the Department of Health. The purpose of the advance healthcare 
directive provisions is to promote individual autonomy and to ensure that people receive treat-
ment that is respectful of their will and preferences. As part of this process, it is envisaged that 
there will be two mechanisms whereby an adult with capacity can nominate, a legal represen-
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tative who would be involved in the healthcare decision-making process on that individual’s 
behalf should s/he subsequently lose capacity, namely the enduring power of attorney or by 
nominating a patient-designated healthcare representative (usually a relative or close friend 
trusted by the individual) in his/her advance healthcare directive. The proposed purpose of the 
patient-designated healthcare representative system is to provide a more facilitative mechanism 
which does not require the involvement of the courts or other statutory bodies, through which 
an individual can appoint a legal agent for healthcare decision-making.   In order to alleviate 
concerns about potential abuse or conflicts of interest that might arise in relation to the patient-
designated healthcare representative and any decisions s/he might make regarding the treatment 
of the individual who nominated them, it is envisaged that the legislative provisions will in-
clude specific requirements and safeguards that need to be satisfied in order for an individual to 
appoint a patient-designated healthcare representative in his/her advance healthcare directive.

Upward Only Rent Reviews

16/04/2013WRLL02200907. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-examine 
the decision not to proceed with legislation to abolish upward only rent review clauses in com-
mercial leases in view of the fact that small and medium sized businesses are closing on a daily 
basis due to high rents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16744/13]

16/04/2013WRLL02300909. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the 
recent judgement in the courts regarding upward only rent, if he has any proposals regarding 
upward only rents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16856/13]

16/04/2013WRLL02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 907 and 909 together.

There is almost certainly a general consensus in the House concerning the need for landlords 
to engage actively with commercial tenants who are experiencing difficulties because of high 
rents in order to bring those rents down to a viable and sustainable level.  Deputies will recall 
that the Government made a difficult decision in December 2011 not to proceed with the com-
mitment in the programme for Government to legislate to end upward only rent review clauses 
for leases entered into prior to 28 February 2010.  That decision was taken on foot of consulta-
tions with the Attorney General, who made it clear that the proposed legislation gave rise to sig-
nificant constitutional difficulties.   It was also clear that any legislative proposal would require 
the payment of compensation to those whose property rights would be infringed if that proposal 
were to be compatible with Constitutional and European Court of Human Rights norms.

There are no plans to re-examine the decision which was taken in 2011.

Anti-Social Behaviour

16/04/2013WRLL02500908. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action being 
taken to curb anti-social activity in an area (details supplied) in Dublin 9.  [16844/13]

16/04/2013WRLL02600952. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the anti-social activities reported in an area (details supplied). [17409/13]

16/04/2013WRLL02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 908 and 952 together.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the area referred to is within the Raheny Garda 
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District.  Local Garda management is aware of the issues of concern in this regard.

I am further informed that current policing plans in the area are designed to address issues of 
crime and public order offences. A dedicated community policing Garda is assigned to the area 
who is fully aware of the position in the complex in question. Community policing is a central 
feature of policing policy and current strategies are predicated on the prevention of crime, pub-
lic order offences and anti-social behaviour. This strategy is, and will continue to be, central to 
the delivery of a policing service to the area in question. Gardaí in Raheny Garda District will 
continue to work with individuals and groups in the area and the situation will be kept under 
review.

Local Garda Management closely monitors patrols, and other operational strategies in place, 
in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities in these areas to ensure 
optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public. 

I am advised that Garda Management is satisfied that a full and comprehensive policing 
service is being delivered to the area concerned and current structures in place meet the require-
ments of the delivery of an effective and efficient policing service. 

  Question No. 909 answered with Question No. 907.

Emergency Service Personnel

16/04/2013WRLL02900910. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any extra pen-
alties apply to the assault of emergency workers while they are on duty; and if not, if he will 
consider amending legislation to provide for same. [16901/13]

16/04/2013WRLL03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There is specific legislation in 
place to deal with assaults of, or threats to, emergency workers in front line positions, which is 
contained in section 19 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) 1994 Act (as amended by section 
185 Criminal Justice Act 2006).

Section 19 provides that any person who assaults or threatens to assault a person providing 
medical services at or in a hospital or a peace officer acting in the execution of their duty is 
guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine or a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding 12 months or both or on conviction on indictment to a fine or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding seven years or to both.  

A peace officer refers to a member of the Garda Síochána, a prison officer, a member of the 
fire brigade, ambulance personnel or a member of the Defence Forces.  This offence also ap-
plies to assaults or threats to assault in relation to a person assisting a person providing medical 
services or a person acting to assist a peace officer.  Section 19 also provides for an offence of 
resisting or wilfully obstructing or impeding a person providing medical services, a peace of-
ficer or a person assisting them. In this regard an offender is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding six months or to both.

The offences in section 19 were extended to hospital, ambulance and fire brigade person-
nel by means of section 185 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 in order to address the problem 
of assaults and obstruction of personnel engaged in providing emergency services, including 
problems relating to assaults in hospitals, particularly in Accident and Emergency departments.

In addition, in the case of an assault causing serious harm against emergency workers, an of-
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fender can be prosecuted under the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997 and could 
be subject to a maximum sentence of life imprisonment.

Naturalisation Applications

16/04/2013WRLL03100911. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in respect of the determination of eligibility for residency/naturalisation in the case 
of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16910/13]

16/04/2013WRLL03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
been granted permission to remain in the State for the period to 4 September, 2015. This deci-
sion was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 4 September, 2012. 

I am advised by the Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Ser-
vice (INIS) that no application for a Certificate of Naturalisation has been received from the 
person concerned.  However, it will be open to the person concerned to apply to that Division 
for a Certificate of Naturalisation when he is in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria 
applicable to the lodgement of such applications. Details on the criteria to be met by persons 
lodging such applications are available from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie.

Queries regarding the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Judicial Separation Legislation

16/04/2013WRLL03300912. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the plans if any 
he has to repeal the legislation governing judicial separations in view of the statutory provisions 
for divorce; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16920/13]

16/04/2013WRLL03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have no plans to repeal the 
legislation governing judicial separation, that is, the Judicial Separation and Family Law Act 
1989 augmented by the ancillary relief provisions in the Family Law Act 1995. Under article 
41.3.2.i of the Constitution the spouses must have lived apart for four of the previous five years 
before divorce proceedings may be initiated. In view of the length of this period, it is essential 
that spouses have access to the courts if they are unable to reach satisfactory separation terms 
between themselves, with or without the assistance of mediation and/or legal advice. Some 
forms of ancillary relief on marital breakdown are also not available other than in proceedings 
under the Family Law Act 1995, or of course under the Family Law (Divorce) Act 1996. 

In addition to these practical requirements to provide for appropriate settlement for spouses 
in advance of divorce, it is also important to recognise that there are spouses whose marriages 
have broken down irretrievably but who may not wish, for whatever reason, to divorce. Where 
this occurs but the spouses are not otherwise in agreement over the terms of separation, judicial 
separation under the 1989 Act and the ancillary relief provisions of the 1995 Act give them 
suitable access to the courts to resolve their disputes and make appropriate financial and other 
orders. 
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Question No. 913 answered with Question No. 868.

Garda Retirements

16/04/2013WRLL03600914. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Gardaí at detective rank that have left the force in the past five years; the measures he is tak-
ing to prevent senior detective Gardaí from leaving the force; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a number of Gardaí at Detective Superintendent rank and others are joining 
private cash-in-transit firms; if he will consider putting in a cooling period before Gardaí above 
a certain rank do not join security or cash-in-transit firms in the private sector before a waiting 
period lapses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16926/13]

16/04/2013WRLL03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
there is no rank of Detective in the Garda Síochána. Members of the Garda Síochána, at the 
ranks of Garda to Chief Superintendent inclusive, may be assigned to Detective duties by the 
Garda Commissioner.

The number of Gardai who retired from the force in the last five years, by rank, is shown 
in the table below. The number of these who may have been assigned to detective duties is not 
known and the retrieval of this information would require a disproportionate use of resources 
relevant to the information sought.

Year Comm’r Deputy 
Comm’r

Asst 
Comm’r

Chief 
Supt

Supt Inspector Sergeant Garda Total

2008 1 3 4 12 13 57 251 341
2009 3 14 27 29 181 522 776
2010 1 2 3 14 8 100 279 407
2011 3 8 23 19 109 318 480
2012 1 5 19 24 119 294 462

There are no restrictions on the post-retirement employment of members of the Garda Sío-
chána and there are no plans to introduce such restrictions at this time.

Residency Status

16/04/2013WRLL03800915. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the determi-
nation of residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 7 can be decided 
on humanitarian grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16937/13]

16/04/2013WRLL03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that the person referred to by the Deputy entered the 
State as a student in 2005.  His current permission to remain in the State is due to expire on 26 
April 2013.  A full and favourable consideration will now be made on the humanitarian merits 
of his case.

Queries on the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-
mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  
This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to 
seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider 
using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, 
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inadequate or too long awaited.    

16/04/2013WRLL03925International Summits

16/04/2013WRLL04000916. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he and his De-
partment have been liaising with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding the 
upcoming G8 Summit taking place in June 2013 in County Fermanagh in Northern Ireland; if 
they have requested any assistance or help with the event taking place; if any actions by his De-
partment will be taken as a result of the summit occurring in Northern Ireland; if there are any 
costs involved with any operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16946/13]

16/04/2013WRLL04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The British Government’s 
decision to host the G8 Summit in Enniskillen in June of this year is a very welcome one and a 
clear recognition of the capacity for Northern Ireland to host such a high profile, international 
event.  Naturally, policing and security will be an important element of the planning for this 
event.

I have made the point repeatedly that co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the 
PSNI is excellent.  That will continue to be the case and that relationship will make planning for 
the G8 Summit all the more comprehensive and effective.  Of course, the House will appreci-
ate that it would be inappropriate for me to comment on the detail of the policing and security 
arrangements for this event. 

Nevertheless, officials in my Department have met with and maintain contact with their 
counterparts in Northern Ireland in this regard.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that they 
are in consultation with the PSNI with regard to the policing and security arrangements which 
are required to be put in place for the G8 Summit.

It is not possible at this stage to estimate reliably the additional costs arising in this jurisdic-
tion.

Penalty Points System

16/04/2013WRLL04200917. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a 
specific legal statutory or regulatory basis that allows Garda Superintendents to cancel penalty 
points after fixed penalty notices have issued to members of the public; his views on whether 
such a practice has a legal basis; if he will cite the section of an Act of the Oireachtas or Statu-
tory Instrument which provides for same; if this is a legitimate approach for members of the 
public to take when they are served with fixed penalty notices; the reason there is no mention of 
it on the websites of statutory bodies such as the Road Safety Authority (details supplied); if this 
practice of writing to Superintendents to request cancellation has a legal basis; if the advice on 
the RSA website will be updated to include this third option open to motorists and ensure that 
all members of the public are aware of same instead of a select few; and if this practice has a le-
gal basis, where and how members of the public have been made aware of it to date. [17013/13]

16/04/2013WRLL04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Fixed Charge Notices are pro-
vided for under the Road Traffic Act, 2002 and are an alternative to prosecution.  They give a 
motorist the opportunity to acknowledge the offence, pay the fixed charge and, where the of-
fence is a penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty points.  While the issuing of a 
Fixed Charge Notice does not constitute commencement of legal proceedings, it normally leads 
to a prosecution if the fixed charge is not paid. 
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There can be circumstances, however, where the Fixed Charge Notice may be cancelled, 
in accordance with Garda procedures drawn up in the light of legislative exemptions and pros-
ecutorial guidelines issued by the DPP.  The basis for this is the long-established non-statutory 
principle of prosecutorial discretion, whereby there is no obligation to prosecute in any given 
case.  Cancellation occurs where it is believed the evidence would not sustain a prosecution or a 
prosecution would not be appropriate, fair or proportionate.    The procedures provide authority 
to District Officers (who are Superintendents), or Inspectors Acting as District Officers, and an 
Inspector in the Fixed Charge Processing Office, to cancel Fixed Charge Notices. 

District Officers or Acting District Officers therefore have discretion to authorise cancella-
tion in appropriate circumstances of Fixed Charge Notices.  Cancellation can occur in circum-
stances where, for example, exemptions apply in relation to emergency vehicles or the wearing 
of seatbelts, or where there are evidential difficulties, such as where the registration number 
registered by a speed camera does not correspond to the vehicle in question, or where there are 
emergency medical circumstances such as, for example, a sick child being driven to hospital, an 
imminent birth, or a medical professional rushing to a sick or elderly patient.  Access to cancel 
a fixed charge notice through ‘Pulse’ is restricted to users with the rank of Inspector or higher.    

As the Deputy will be aware, documentation containing allegations concerning the enforce-
ment of road traffic legislation was forwarded by my Department to the Garda Commissioner.  
The Commissioner appointed an Assistant Commissioner to conduct an examination and to 
report on the allegations. I have now received the report from the Commissioner and this report 
is currently under consideration within my Department.  I intend to bring the report to Govern-
ment at the earliest opportunity and to publish the findings thereafter.

The website of the Road Safety Authority is not a matter for my Department.

Question No. 918 answered with Question No. 893.

Asylum Complaints Mechanism

16/04/2013WRLL04500919. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has consid-
ered instituting an independent complaints mechanism for asylum seekers living in the direct 
provision system, for example through the Ombudsman’s office; and if complaints relating to 
direct provision regarding children will fall under the remit of the Ombudsman for Children as 
part of the extension of her remit by the Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012. [17015/13]

16/04/2013WRLL04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integra-
tion Agency (RIA), a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) 
of my Department, is responsible for the provision of accommodation and ancillary service to 
protection applicants in direct provision. RIA is currently providing accommodation for 4,751 
persons in 35 centres.

Section 5 (1) (e) of the Ombudsman Act, 1980 and section 11(1) (e) of the Ombudsman for 
Children’s Act, 2002 provide that either Ombudsman shall not investigate any action taken by 
or on behalf of a person in the administration of the law relating to, inter alia, asylum.  Whilst 
there are no plans to change those legislative provisions to give either Office the power to inves-
tigate asylum related matters, INIS, including RIA, has administrative arrangements in place 
with both Offices to assist and provide information on matters brought to its attention.  At all 
events, it should be noted that it was not intended that either Ombudsman would serve as a first 
instance appellant authority in relation to day to day administrative complaints mechanisms.  It 
is a requirement that a person who wishes to appeal to the Ombudsman must first try to solve 
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the problem with the public body concerned using formal local appeals mechanism.  

In relation to the broader issue of complaints by residents of direct provision centres under 
contract to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department, these are dealt with 
in accordance with the revised RIA House Rules and Procedures which are available in several 
languages on the RIA website at http://www.ria.gov.ie  A copy of these rules and procedures is 
provided to all asylum seekers on arrival at their accommodation centre. 

Experience has shown that, given the nature and the number of such complaints, they are 
best resolved by informal discussion between residents and management at a local level.  Where 
more serious complaints arise, residents have the right to lodge a formal written complaint with 
centre management and, if the issue remains unresolved, residents can take the complaint to 
RIA. It also allows for direct referral to RIA in certain circumstances.  It is important to note 
that if a complaint is made in respect of a decision made by a particular RIA official, the appeal 
is not dealt with by that official. The complaints system contained in these House Rules is con-
sidered by RIA to be broadly in line with the guidelines set out by the Office of the Ombudsman 
for internal complaints systems.  

It is important to emphasise that the rules specifically state that (a) residents should not be 
afraid to complain when they need to and (b) making a complaint will not affect how other of-
ficial agencies consider their claims to remain in the State i.e. on asylum, subsidiary protection 
or general leave to remain grounds.

To give the Deputy a broader picture on these issues, I should point out that RIA already 
publishes on its website aggregated yearly statistics on formal written complaints made under 
these Rules and will also do so in its 2012 Annual Report which will be published shortly. 
Moreover, in an effort to provide greater transparency, in the next few months RIA will begin 
publishing completed inspection reports carried out in respect of each of the centres under con-
tract to it.  The Deputy might also wish to note that I have answered other Dáil Questions today 
(specifically 16483/13) which provide greater detail on the position of children in the Direct 
Provision system.

Temporary Release of Prisoners

16/04/2013WRLL04700920. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
an inmate (details supplied) of Castlerea prison is not being released even though the Governor 
of the prison has cleared the prisoner for release; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17032/13]

16/04/2013WRLL04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by my officials in 
the Irish Prison Service that no application for temporary release has been made by the person 
referred to.

Should such an application be made, my officials will consider same in the normal way.

Private Security Industry

16/04/2013WRMM00200921. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, under the 
Private Security Services Act 2004, a person in the security business operating as a sole trader 
with no employees and who holds a contractor’s security licence from the Private Security 
Authority also requires an individual licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[17054/13]

16/04/2013WRMM00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Private Security Author-
ity, an independent agency under the remit of my Department established under the Private 
Security Services Acts 2004 and 2011, is the regulatory body with responsibility for regulating 
and licensing the private security industry in the State. 

There are two types of licence issued by the Authority:  ‘Contractor Licences’ are required 
by companies, partnerships and sole traders providing security services, whereas ‘Individual 
Licences’ are required by all those working in the security sector, e.g. a person who is em-
ployed by a licensed contractor or a person employed directly by a business as in-house security 
personnel.  Currently contractors operating in the Cash-in-Transit, Door Supervisor, Security 
Guarding and Installer of Security Equipment sectors need a licence while individuals working 
in the Door Supervisor and Security Guarding sectors must be licensed.

Consequently where a sole trader provides a security service as a contractor in the Door 
Supervisor or Security Guarding sectors but also performs the security guarding/door supervi-
sor duties on the ground (i.e as an individual) both licences are then required.  The reason this 
is necessary is because such a sole trader must meet  the same set of standards as any other 
contractor while at the same time having the required qualifications to perform those duties as 
any individual.

Garda Transport Provision

16/04/2013WRMM00400922. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the arrange-
ments being put in place by An Garda Síochána and the Revenue Commissioners whereby it is 
proposed that the Gardaí will be allowed to use seized vehicles; the way this will work and what 
exactly is being proposed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17100/13]

16/04/2013WRMM00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the Garda au-
thorities to provide information in relation to the matters raised by the Deputy and I will contact 
him directly as soon as possible.

Garda Deployment

16/04/2013WRMM00600923. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
the whole full-time equivalent of Gardaí in Swords Garda Station, County Dublin, for the years, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17115/13]

16/04/2013WRMM00700925. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current opera-
tional strength whole full-time equivalents at non-peak times, that is 7 a.m., in Swords Garda 
Station, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17118/13]

16/04/2013WRMM00800926. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda sergeants attached Swords Garda Station, County Dublin; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17119/13]

16/04/2013WRMM00900927. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda sergeant vacancies in Swords Garda sub-district [17120/13]

16/04/2013WRMM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
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Nos. 923, 925, 926 and 927 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, 
throughout the organisation is the responsibility of the Commissioner.  I have no direct function 
in this matter. This allocation of resources and the assessment of policing needs in particular 
areas are constantly monitored in the context of crime trends and other operational strategies 
in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level. The objective at all times is to ensure that 
optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public. 

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of Swords 
Garda Station, on 31 December 2008 to 2012 and on 28 February 2013, the latest date for which 
figures are readily available, was as set out in the following table:

Year Strength
2008 82
2009 87
2010 84
2011 77
2012 77
28/02/2013 76

The total number of sergeants attached to the Swords Garda Station on 28 February 2013 
was 11. Personnel strength in a station or District is determined at all times by the Commis-
sioner and can vary in accordance with priorities and available resources. There are therefore 
no fixed levels of assigned strengths.

For security and operational reasons, it is Garda policy not to disclose the number of Gardaí 
on duty at any given time.

Garda Transport Numbers

16/04/2013WRMM01100924. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of of-
ficial Garda vehicles that are attached to Swords Garda district; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17116/13]

16/04/2013WRMM01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions regarding the pro-
vision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. Respon-
sibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to 
the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational 
circumstances. The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-
allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing 
priorities, is essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet. As a consequence it is not 
practicable to provide a breakdown of Garda vehicles by individual station.

However, I am informed that on 11 April 2013 there were 30 Garda vehicles allocated to the 
Coolock District, which includes Swords Garda Station.  The Deputy will be aware that I made 
an additional €3 million available to An Garda Síochána towards the end of last year enabling 
the Commissioner to procure a further 171 Garda vehicles.  This brought total investment in the 
Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 213 new vehicles being procured dur-
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ing the year. In addition, a further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase 
and fit-out of Garda transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment 
in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public 
sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the great-
est extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to 
provide an effective and efficient policing service.

Questions Nos. 925 to 927, inclusive, answered with Question No. 923.

Chaplaincy Services Provision

16/04/2013WRMM01400928. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
the provision of chaplaincy services by his Department; the amount of money spent on these 
services; the denominations involved; if humanist chaplains are provided by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17129/13]

16/04/2013WRMM01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
there are currently three denominations providing pastoral care in the Irish Prisons Service. 
Requests from other denominations to visit prisoners are  facilitated by the Governor of the 
prison, where possible.

The spend for 2011 and 2012 for Chaplaincy services across the prison system is outlined 
in the following table:

- 2011 2012
Roman Catholic €1,393,675 €1,218,722
Methodist €900 €800
Church of Ireland €1,855 €3,297

There are in excess of 20 Chaplains, representing Roman Catholic, Church of Ireland and 
Methodist denominations.  However, Chaplains are responsible for the pastoral and spiritual 
care of the entire prison community, regardless of denomination.

Magdalen Laundries Issues

16/04/2013WRMM01600929. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the consequences 
of a survivor not registering with the Magdalen Fund/Commission during the three months of 
Mr Justice Quirke’s review; if non registration will result in exclusion from further engagement 
with the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17137/13]

16/04/2013WRMM01700935. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he in-
tends to advertise the existence of the Magdalene Fund/Commission, as well as the requirement 
that women register with the Commission, in media outlets at home and abroad, in view of the 
lessons learned form the Residential Institutions Redress Board, where applicants living abroad 
came forward after the deadline claiming that they were never informed about the scheme; if 
he will commit to placing advertisements in national and local newspapers here as well as Irish 
Diaspora newspapers in the UK, USA, Canada and Australia in order that those not affiliated 
to groups have an equal chance to gain entitlements as survivors of abuse in the Magdalene 
Laundries; and in this year of The Gathering, if he will do everything in his power to reach out 
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to survivors living abroad and empower them to avail of the Magdalene fund. [17150/13]

16/04/2013WRMM01800936. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
detail consequences of a survivor not registering with the Magdalene Fund/Commission dur-
ing the three months of Mr Justice Quirke’s review; and if they will be excluded from further 
engagment with the process. [17151/13]

16/04/2013WRMM01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 929, 935 and 936 together.

There are no consequences for women not registering their interest during the three months 
Mr. Justice Quirke has been asked to conduct his examination. However registration will fa-
cilitate any consultation process undertaken to take women’s views into account and will also 
facilitate such women being kept informed of any developments.

No decision on advertising will be made until after the Government has received the recom-
mendations of Judge Quirke and made a decision on how best to implement a scheme.

Question Nos. 930  and 931 answered with Question No. 902.

Magdalen Laundries Issues

16/04/2013WRMM02100932. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will put in 
place measures to assist family members of deceased Magdalene women in engaging with the 
Quirke process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17140/13]

16/04/2013WRMM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government has decided 
that any scheme introduced will only apply to living persons who were in the institutions. It will 
not extend to the families of persons now deceased. 

Magdalen Laundries Report

16/04/2013WRMM02300933. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ensure 
that copies of the Report of the Inter-Departmental Committee on the Magdalene Laundries are 
provided to survivors with no internet access, including survivors who provided testimony to 
the Committee but are yet to receive the Report. [17141/13]

16/04/2013WRMM02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The report was published on 
two websites -  www.idcmagdalen.ie and www.justice.ie.  While only a limited number of cop-
ies were printed, I can assure the Deputy that my Department will do its best to facilitate people 
with access where possible.

  Question No. 934 answered with Question No. 889.

  Questions Nos. 935 and 936 answered with Question No. 929.

  Question No. 937 answered with Question No. 902.

16/04/2013WRMM02750Advocacy for Institutionalised Persons

16/04/2013WRMM02800938. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the plans 
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that are in place to ensure permanent advocacy for women in institutionalised settings in their 
places of residence in view of the 2010 Health Information and Quality Authority inspection 
of one such setting found that some institutional practices were observed which requires to 
be reviewed, these include empowering residents to make decisions and choices in their daily 
lives, reviewing forms of address used and ensuring the confidentiality of residents’ informa-
tion.  [17153/13]

16/04/2013WRMM02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The regulation and inspection 
of homes for the elderly or persons lacking full decision making capacity does not fall within 
the remit of the Department of Justice and Equality.

In respect of individuals requiring assisted decision making the proposed Assisted Deci-
sion - Making (Capacity) Bill will  replace the Wards of Court system with a modern statutory 
framework to support persons who need assisted decision-making. The main proposals under 
development in the proposed Bill are to provide a legal framework to support persons with 
impaired decision-making capacity to better manage their personal welfare, property and finan-
cial affairs; change existing law on capacity from the current all or nothing status approach to 
a functional one, whereby decision-making capacity is assessed on an issue- and time-specific 
basis; provide that the Circuit Court will have jurisdiction to deal with determinations of capac-
ity and to make orders consequent on such declarations, including the appointment of suitable 
persons authorised to take decisions on specified matters in support of the person lacking ca-
pacity; provide, in circumstances where it is not possible for a person to exercise their capacity 
even with support, that another person appointed by the Court may act as their representative; 
clarify the law for carers who take on responsibility for persons who lack capacity; establish an 
Office of Public Guardian, with supervisory powers to protect vulnerable persons; and subsume 
into the Bill the provisions in the Powers of Attorney Act 1996 on enduring powers in order to 
bring them into line with the general principles and safeguards in the Bill.

Question No. 939 answered with Question No. 902.

Magdalen Laundries Issues

16/04/2013WRMM03100940. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps that 
are being taken to ensure that Magdalene grave records are accurate and up to date. [17155/13]

16/04/2013WRMM03200941. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps 
that are being taken to ensure that there is access to Magdalene graves. [17156/13]

16/04/2013WRMM03300942. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps 
that are being taken to ensure the upkeep of Magdalene graves. [17157/13]

16/04/2013WRMM03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 940 to 942, inclusive, together.

The maintenance of records relating to deaths and burials and the question of upkeep and 
access to graves, whether in private or public graveyards, do not fall within the remit of my 
Department. 

The general position regarding the graves of those who were in Magdalen institutions is ad-
dressed in Chapter 16  of the Report of the Inter-Departmental Committee  to establish the facts 
of State involvement with the Magdalen Laundries.
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16/04/2013WRNN00150Naturalisation Applications

16/04/2013WRNN00200943. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in respect of an application for naturalisation in the case of persons (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17164/13]

16/04/2013WRNN00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that applications for a 
certificate of naturalisation were received from the persons referred to by the Deputy in Octo-
ber, 2010.  Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides 
that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant a certificate of naturalisation provided 
certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. One such condition is that the applicant intends in 
good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation.

As the persons referred to by the Deputy stated on their application forms that they did not 
intend to reside in the State after naturalisation, it was considered that they did not comply with 
this condition. Consequently, the applications were deemed ineligible.  Further applications 
were submitted by the persons referred to in April 2012.  As the required application fees were 
not included with the application forms, they were returned in their entirety to the applicants.  
To date no new applications have been received from any of the persons referred to.

There is no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation for the third person 
referred to in the Deputy’s question.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Departmental Bodies

16/04/2013WRNN00400944. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
will appoint a new board to the Private Security Authority; the reason for the delay thus far; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17173/13]

16/04/2013WRNN00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In preparation for the appoint-
ment of a new Board, I sought Expressions of Interest for membership on the Board through the 
websites of my own Department and that of the Public Appointments Service.  As the Deputy 
will appreciate, while it can be a time consuming process completing the necessary formalities, 
I expect to be in a position to confirm the names of the new Board members in the near future.  

16/04/2013WRNN00550Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRNN00600945. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will introduce 
measures to remove barriers to persons with disabilities accessing the justice system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17177/13]

16/04/2013WRNN00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): 
The Disability Act 2005 is a positive action measure designed to support the provision of and 
improve access to mainstream public services for people with disabilities.  This mainstreaming 
approach to disability matters encourages equity of access to services provided by all Govern-
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ment Departments and their agencies for people with disabilities.  I can assure the Deputy that 
all the State agencies under my Department’s remit are fully committed to meeting their obliga-
tions under the Disability Act 2005.

Specifically agencies under the aegis of my Department are committed to accommodating 
the needs of all citizens in accessing public buildings and facilities.  This includes the provision 
of facilities for persons with a disability or special needs.  The Deputy will appreciate that the 
architectural and design features of many public buildings present considerable challenges in 
this regard as do the present circumstances regarding availability of resources.  All new refur-
bishment projects include disabled access to public buildings.  An activity (6.4) of the National 
Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence undertakes to identify and promote 
suitable state service responses in relation to domestic and sexual violence for vulnerable or 
high-risk groups.  People with a disability are recognised as such a group.  Activity 7.1 of the 
strategy undertakes to promote and develop practices and protocols on inter-agency referrals 
and coordination.  Under these activities the National Disability Authority is engaging with An 
Garda Síochána and with the Courts Service in relation to developing proposals to improve the 
response of both organisations in interacting with people with disabilities in accessing the jus-
tice system.  Contact between the National Disability Authority and the Courts Service and An 
Garda Síochána is continuing with the advice and guidance of the National Steering Committee 
on Violence against Women.

The enactment of Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) legislation is also an important step 
forward in ensuring people with disabilities are supported where necessary to enable them to 
make important legal decisions, removing barriers that may exist at present in this area. Draft-
ing of the Bill is being finalised with a view to meeting the commitment in the Government 
Legislation Programme which indicates that the Bill is expected to be published in the current 
session. The Bill will be in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities which has as one of its principles supporting people with impaired capacity in making 
decisions and exercising their basic rights.  Work is being completed to properly align the provi-
sions of the Bill with the principles contained in the Convention.

The National Disability Strategy (NDS) is the main mechanism through which people with 
disabilities are supported to live full and independent lives.  The various actions and measures 
contained in the Strategy help to remove any barriers and to allow those with a disability to 
access mainstream services on an equal basis with others.  I established the NDS Implementa-
tion Group last year which I chair.  Presently this group is in the final stages of developing an 
Implementation Plan for the Strategy.

Question No. 946 answered with Question No. 913.

16/04/2013WRNN00850Garda Vetting of Personnel

16/04/2013WRNN00900947. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will explain 
the four month delay in the issuing of Garda vetting for proposed participants on a FÁS scheme 
(details supplied); when the necessary clearance will be issued; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17207/13]

16/04/2013WRNN01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland, regis-
tered with the Unit for this purpose, which employ personnel to work in a full-time, part time, 
voluntary or student capacity with children and / or vulnerable adults. The Unit processed ap-
proximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012.  The cur-
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rent average processing time for applications is approximately 12 weeks from date of receipt.   
However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on particular 
applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.

In order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Garda Vetting, stan-
dard processing procedures are such that applications are processed in chronological order, 
from the date of receipt at the Central Vetting Unit.  All organisations registered for Garda 
Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been 
advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection process.  In the context of the applica-
tions referred to in the Deputy’s question, I am informed by the Garda authorities that it is not 
possible to check the status of any applications received in respect of the participants referred to 
in the absence of details such as the names of the participants and dates of birth.  If the Deputy 
will provide the additional information, I will have further enquiries made in the matter.

16/04/2013WRNN01050Anti-Social Behaviour

16/04/2013WRNN01100948. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received 
a report from the Garda Commissioner regarding a public order incident (details supplied) in 
Dublin 2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17216/13]

16/04/2013WRNN01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that An Garda Síochána is aware of an incident of antisocial behaviour which oc-
curred in the Temple Bar area on 26 March 2013.  I am further informed that Gardaí attended 
the scene and order was quickly restored.

16/04/2013WRNN01250Court Accommodation Refurbishment

16/04/2013WRNN01300949. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the approved 
extension and refurbishment of Waterford City Court House will begin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17241/13]

16/04/2013WRNN01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In July 2012 the Govern-
ment announced, as part of the stimulus package, refurbishment plans for seven courthouse 
projects, which include Waterford.  As the Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts 
Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provision of accommodation for 
court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its 
functions.  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts 
Service has informed me that discussions are ongoing with the Office of Public Works and the 
National Development Finance Agency in order to progress the projects. The projects are to be 
procured and delivered through a Public Private Partnership.  I am informed that the Office of 
Public Works is currently working on a design for the Waterford project with a view to under-
taking the planning process later this year.  It is expected that the PPP procurement process will 
commence around the end of the year.  This time scale would allow construction to commence 
during 2015 with a view to the project   being completed and the courthouse being operational 
during 2016.

Garda Vetting Applications

16/04/2013WRNN01500950. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding a 
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Garda vetting application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17339/13]

16/04/2013WRNN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the person concerned was received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 5 February 2013. The application is being processed 
and will be returned to the registered organisation once completed.

Garda Vetting Applications

16/04/2013WRNN01700951. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will support 
the matter of a Garda vetting clearance (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [17408/13]

16/04/2013WRNN01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that two vetting applications on behalf of the person concerned were received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 23 January 2013 and 4 February 2013. The applications 
are being processed and will be returned to the registered organisation once completed.

Question No. 952 answered with Question No. 908.

Departmental Staff Redeployment

16/04/2013WRNN02000953. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality what stage 
the redeployment of staff from the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine to the Garda 
Central Vetting Unit is at; and when he expects the redeployment to be complete.  [17476/13]

16/04/2013WRNN02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Following discussions with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Agriculture and Food, 
25 staff have now been re-deployed to the Garda Central Vetting Unit and will be based in Tip-
perary town.  It is expected that the final fit out of the offices there will be completed shortly to 
accommodate these new staff members.

16/04/2013WRNN02150Legal Aid Applications

16/04/2013WRNN02200954. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is concerned 
with evidence of a recent case in which free legal aid was granted to a person who has means 
in excess of €1 million; if he is concerned that this may be happening in other cases; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17486/13]

16/04/2013WRNN02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware under 
the terms of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is 
independent in the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for 
the Board.  Under Section 7(3) of the Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control 
in relation to any particular case with which the Legal Aid Board is or may be concerned.  The 
Deputy might further wish to note that the solicitor/client relationship is protected by privilege 
in accordance with the terms of Section 32 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and therefore the 
Board does not provide information to third parties regarding a person who may or may not be 
a client of the Board.

I can inform the Deputy, however, that the granting of legal aid in civil matters is subject 
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to a means assessment, as set out by the Act and the accompanying Regulations. In order to 
qualify, an applicant’s disposable income cannot exceed €18,000 per annum and disposable 
capital cannot exceed €320,000. Each client must pay a contribution towards the cost of the 
services provided, the amount of which depends on the client’s disposable income and capital. 
Further information on the means assessment rules can be seen on the Board’s website, www.
legalaidboard.ie. The Legal Aid Board has assured me that it investigates any cases where a 
client is suspected of providing a false declaration of means. If this is proven, it takes the neces-
sary steps to withdraw legal services from that client. I have confidence in the Legal Aid Board 
in the operation of its functions and in taking such steps, if required.

16/04/2013WRNN02350Legal Aid Applications

16/04/2013WRNN02400955. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry with means in excess of €1,000,000 qualified for free 
legal aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17487/13]

16/04/2013WRNN02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware under 
the terms of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, as passed by the Oireachtas, the Legal Aid Board is 
independent in the operation of its functions and decisions on individual cases are a matter for 
the Board.  Under Section 7(3) of the Act, I am precluded from exercising any power or control 
in relation to any particular case with which the Legal Aid Board is or may be concerned.

The Deputy might further wish to note that the solicitor/client relationship is protected by 
privilege in accordance with the terms of Section 32 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and there-
fore the Board does not provide information to third parties regarding a person who may or 
may not be a client of the Board.  I can inform the Deputy, however, that the granting of legal 
aid in civil matters is subject to a means assessment, as set out by the Act and the accompany-
ing Regulations. In order to qualify, an applicant’s disposable income cannot exceed €18,000 
per annum and disposable capital cannot exceed €320,000. Each client must pay a contribution 
towards the cost of the services provided, the amount of which depends on the client’s dispos-
able income and capital. Further information on the means assessment rules can be seen on the 
Board’s website, www.legalaidboard.ie.  The Legal Aid Board has assured me that it investi-
gates any cases where a client is suspected of providing a false declaration of means. If this is 
proven, it takes the necessary steps to withdraw legal services from that client. 

16/04/2013WRNN02550Garda Operations

16/04/2013WRNN02600956. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will clarify the 
availability of extra Garda patrolling hours with reference to the patrol car attrition rate; the 
number of extra patrolling hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17508/13]

16/04/2013WRNN02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for the detailed allocation of resources throughout the Garda organisation.  The 
allocation of Garda personnel is determined through a process of ongoing analysis of exist-
ing and emerging crime trends and other policing demands, at both District and Divisional 
level.  This process enables Garda management to continually develop and refine their opera-
tional response, including appropriate patrolling regimes, to ensure that optimum use is made 
of available Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.  The 
deployment of Garda vehicles is, equally, a matter for the Commissioner.  In turn, at Garda Di-
visional level, the allocation of Garda vehicles is undertaken by the Chief Superintendent who 
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may make and revise arrangements for the deployment of vehicles throughout the Division in 
response to policing demands. This flexibility in allocating and re-allocating vehicles among 
stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is essential to 
the efficient management of the Garda fleet.

The Deputy will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Sío-
chána towards the end of last year enabling the Commissioner to procure a further 171 Garda 
vehicles.  This brought total investment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in 
a total of 213 new vehicles being procured during the year.   In addition, a further allocation of 
€5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in 2013.  This rep-
resents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when 
the level of funding available across the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indica-
tion of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are 
provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide an effective and efficient policing 
service.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the roll out of the most recently purchased 
vehicles has been completed and they are satisfied that the current patrolling arrangements in 
place meet their operational policing requirements.    

16/04/2013WRNN02750Garda Complaints Procedures

16/04/2013WRNN02800957. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
cases referred to the Garda Ombudsman in each of the years 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17509/13]

16/04/2013WRNN02900958. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average total 
time it takes the Garda Ombudsman, from the time of initiating investigation to a final decision 
being issued; if he is satisfied with these times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17510/13]

16/04/2013WRNN03000959. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action taken 
when parties are found by the Garda Ombudsman to have made false allegations against mem-
bers of an Garda Síochána; his views on whether there are adequate deterrents to prevent parties 
from making false allegations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17511/13]

16/04/2013WRNN03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 957 to 959, inclusive, together.

In 2010 the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission received 2,258 complaints from 
members of the public and 103 referrals by the Garda Commissioner relating to the conduct 
of a Garda member which may have resulted in the death of or serious harm to an individual.  
The figures for 2011 are 2,275 and 90 respectively.  The figures for 2012 will be contained in 
the Ombudsman Commission’s annual report for that year which is expected to be published 
shortly.  Complaints investigated by the Ombudsman Commission may involve alleged offenc-
es or, alternatively, allege misconduct by a Garda member which does not involve an offence.  
The Ombudsman Commission must conduct the investigation itself if the matter complained 
of involves a potential criminal offence.  Where the complaint does not relate to an offence, 
the Ombudsman Commission is empowered to devolve the investigation to the Gardaí and 
the Ombudsman Commission may supervise such investigations.  Thus, the time taken by the 
Ombudsman Commission to initiate and complete investigations can vary widely depending on 
the particular aspects of each individual investigation being carried out.  Accordingly, it is not 
possible to give any meaningful average length of time for concluding an investigation initiated 
by the Ombudsman Commission.
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Section 110 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 provides that a person who, in relation to a 
complaint or investigation, provides to the Ombudsman Commission information that the per-
son knows to be false or misleading is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding €2,500 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.  
Prosecutions for this offence must be instituted by, or with the consent of, the DPP on referral 
of the matter to the DPP by the Ombudsman Commission.  Since commencement of operations 
the Ombudsman Commission has referred files relating to 27 individuals (18 civilians and 9 
Gardaí) identifying possible breaches of section 110.  In the case of the 18 civilians, 8 were 
directed for prosecution by the DPP.  There have been 4 convictions, a further three cases are 
pending before the courts and one case was withdrawn by the DPP.  In the case of the 9 Gardaí, 
the DPP directed a prosecution in 1 case and the accused was acquitted. 

Garda Transport Expenditure

16/04/2013WRNN03200960. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review 
the policy of decommissioning Garda vehicles that have reached the 300,000 kilometre mark; 
if he will consider testing such cars individually in an effort to avoid wasting vehicles that are 
roadworthy and fit for purpose; if he will state what is physically done with Garda vehicles that 
reach the 300,000 kilometre mark; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17512/13]

16/04/2013WRNN03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.  I am 
informed by the Garda authorities that it is a priority that all Garda operational vehicles fully 
meet the safety requirements of both Garda personnel and members of the public.  This is a 
function which is undertaken in accordance with strict standards set by the vehicle manufactur-
ers.  I understand from the Garda authorities that the relevant manufacturers have indicated that, 
for safety reasons, certain patrol vehicles should be withdrawn from service when the odometer 
reading reaches 300,000 kilometres.  Accordingly, this is the operational policy that is applied 
by the Garda authorities.  Garda vehicles which have been withdrawn from service having 
reached 300,000 kilometres are disposed of through an authorised recycling centre.

16/04/2013WRNN03350Garda Operations

16/04/2013WRNN03400961. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the revenue that 
has been raised by the State over the past five years, with a year by year breakdown, through on 
the spot fines that have been issued by Gardaí; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17513/13]

16/04/2013WRNN03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The collection of payments 
under the Fixed Charge Processing System was outsourced to An Post in January 2006.  I am 
informed by the Garda authorities that information provided by An Post details the amount 
collected in respect of all fixed charge offence notices that attract penalty points, as well as 
those that do not.  These are referred to as Declaration Notices and Non-Declaration Notices 
respectively.  Declaration Notices refer to relevant road traffic offences. Non-Declaration No-
tices include relevant traffic and public order offences.  The amounts collected in respect of 
Declaration Notices and Non-Declaration Notices for each of the years from 2008 to 2012 are 
illustrated in the table.

Amounts collected in respect of Fixed Charge Offence Notices in each of the years 
from 2008 to 2012.
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Year Number of 
Declaration 
Notices*

Number of 
Non-Declaration 
Notices

Gross 
amount 
collected  
Declaration 
Notices* 

Gross  amount 
collected 
Non-Declaration  
Notices 

An Post-
Charges All 
Notices

Net Amount 
Collected  All 
Notices

2008 208,772 111,134 €16,535,460 €6,132,840 €933,989 €21,734,311
2009 199,221 103,999 €16,041,980 €5,921,230 €1,175,410 €20,787,800
2010 180,372 93,026 €14,456,460 €5,428,710 €814,105 €19,071,065
2011 243,705 78,478 €19,796,090 €4,682,380 €1,192,849 €23,285,621
2012 216,265 71,972 €17,611,570 €4,565,720 €948,515 €21,228,775

*Fixed Charge Notices which attract penalty points

Coroners Service

16/04/2013WRNN03600962. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to address 
the lack of recognition for forensic pathology training here; whether he intends to reform the 
inquest system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17628/13]

16/04/2013WRNN03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the issue she has raised arises in the context of the recognition of forensic pathology as a 
speciality in its own right.  It is not recognised as such in Ireland at the present time.  Recogni-
tion is a matter for the Medical Council and is being pursued with the Council with a view to 
ensuring that the State, with a view to succession planning,  is in a position to train its own cadre 
of specialists in forensic pathology.

In regard to the question of reform of the inquest system, I can assure the Deputy that while 
the hearing of an inquest takes place in a public forum and a verdict of a coroner’s court is one 
of public record, coroners are very aware of and sensitive to the tragic circumstances of cases 
before them and how difficult and traumatic the experience of attending an inquest may be for 
family members. I am satisfied that Coroners endeavour to treat each case sympathetically and 
that they do everything that they can to help families contribute to an inquest, as appropriate. 
The Coroners Review Group which reviewed the Coroner Service and reported in 2000 did 
not recommend that any particular category of inquest be held other than in public, which has 
always been the position in this State. The recommendations made by that Group provide the 
primary basis for the proposals contained in the Coroners Bill 2007 which is before the Seanad 
having been restored to the Order Paper on my initiative.

Sentencing Policy

16/04/2013WRNN03800963. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will address 
recent criticisms regarding the Criminal Justice Act as it related to the appropriateness of com-
pensation as a mitigating factor in sexual assault sentencing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17629/13]

16/04/2013WRNN03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It would appear that the Dep-
uty’s question relates to the Martin Tansey Memorial Lecture on 10 April last entitled “Throw 
Away the Key: Public and Judicial Approaches to Sentencing - Towards Reconciliation” and 
specifically, references made to section 6 of the Criminal Justice Act 1993. This provides for 
the making of a compensation order (on application or otherwise) against a convicted person 
by the court instead of or in addition to dealing with the person in any other way, unless it sees 
reason to the contrary. This was one of a range of topics relating to sentencing discussed in the 
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course of the lecture.

In September 2012, I announced a strategic review of penal policy. A working group is car-
rying out this review which will examine all aspects of penal policy, including sentencing. I 
expect the group to report later this year. The speech delivered last week is a useful addition to 
the current debate on sentencing.  I am also awaiting a report from the Law Reform Commis-
sion on the issue of mandatory sentencing and will not be making any decisions on sentencing 
policy until I receive both these reports.

16/04/2013WRNN03950Naturalisation Applications

16/04/2013WRNN04000964. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to an application for permission to remain in the State, Stamp 4, in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; the current status of this application; if he will 
confirm whether this individual can take up work experience as prescribed by their college 
course; when a decision will be reached in this matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17630/13]

16/04/2013WRNN04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that the person referred to by the Deputy made an ap-
plication for a change of status on the 18 January 2013.  The application is receiving attention 
and my Department will be in touch with the applicant shortly.  Queries in relation to the status 
of individual immigration cases may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas 
Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up 
to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of 
the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except 
in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/04/2013WROO00150Penalty Point System

16/04/2013WROO00200965. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
immediately publish the full report on the alleged quashing of certain penalty points including 
a divisional breakdown of the Garda districts and the road traffic offences involved in each one; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17636/13]

16/04/2013WROO00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
documentation containing specific allegations concerning the enforcement of road traffic leg-
islation was forwarded by my Department to the Garda Commissioner.  The Commissioner 
appointed an Assistant Commissioner to conduct an examination and to report on these allega-
tions.  I have now received the report from the Garda Commissioner of the examination into the 
allegations and this report is currently under consideration within my Department.  I intend to 
bring the report to Government at the earliest opportunity and to publish the findings thereafter, 
including statistical information contained in the report. 

16/04/2013WROO00350Garda Equipment

16/04/2013WROO00400966. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 22 
additional intoxilysers that Gardaí requested in 2009 will be installed into the necessary stations 
by the MBRS; the number of the 220 Gardaí due to be trained in its use that have received the 
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training to date; when the reminder going to receive the two day training course; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17637/13]

16/04/2013WROO00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy. I will contact the Deputy directly 
when the report is to hand.

Garda Transport Provision

16/04/2013WROO00600967. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
171 Garda vehicles purchased in 2012 are going to be rolled out to Garda districts by the Garda 
Commissioner and breakdown of districts to receive these vehicles; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17638/13]

16/04/2013WROO00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the con-
text of his identified operational demands and in the light of available resources.  The Deputy 
will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Síochána towards 
the end of last year enabling the Commissioner to procure a further 171 Garda vehicles.  This 
brought total investment in the Garda fleet in 2012 to €4 million and resulted in a total of 213 
new vehicles being procured during the year.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the 
roll out of the most recently purchased patrol vehicles has been completed. Details of the alloca-
tion of all 171 vehicles by Region are outlined in the table below. A more detailed breakdown 
is not currently available.  However, the Deputy can be assured that the vehicles have been 
deployed in the most effective manner to meet existing operational requirements.

DISTRICT GARDA VEHICLES
D.M.R. 22
EASTERN REGION 30
NORTHERN REGION 25
SOUTH EASTERN REGION 25
SOUTHERN REGION 31
WESTERN REGION 30
OTHER 8
TOTAL 171

 In addition, a further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out 
of Garda transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide 
an effective and efficient policing service.     

16/04/2013WROO00750Departmental Properties

16/04/2013WROO00800968. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will clari-
fy the body responsible for the legal due diligence on the lease of the planned probation service 
building on Wolfe Tone Street, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[17641/13]

16/04/2013WROO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department relied on the 
advices of the Chief State Solicitor’s Office on legal matters relating to the signing of the lease 
for premises at 25 Wolfe Tone Street, Dublin 1. 

Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WROO01000969. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Defence the cost incurred by his 
Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St Patrick’s Day; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16611/13]

16/04/2013WROO01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): During the period 9 to 15 March 2013, I 
visited Lebanon and Israel in a comprehensive St Patrick’s Day programme in the Middle East.     
I was accompanied on this trip by the Chief of Staff, three officials from my Department and 
three officers of the Defence Forces.  The final costs cannot be confirmed until the final invoices 
are received in respect of the visit.  The costs incurred to date amount to €13,989 and primarily 
relate to commercial flight costs, accommodation and subsistence expenses and do not include 
the costs of the Ministerial Air Transport Service which are set below.

The Government Chief Whip and Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach and 
the Department of Defence, Paul Kehoe T.D., visited Australia and New Zealand on 7 March 
- 24 March.  Minister Kehoe travelled in his capacity at Minister of State at the Department of 
the Taoiseach.  He was accompanied by an official from my Department and the cost bourne by 
my Department in respect of this visit is €1,060.

The Ministerial Air Transport Service provided by the Air Corps was used for the overseas 
travel programme for St. Patrick’s Day as follows:  

Date Return Date Ministerial  
Time On Board 
(Minutes)

Route Minister

09/03/2013 12/03/2013  390 Baldonnel - Beirut – 
Tel Aviv - Baldonnel

Minister for 
Justice, Equality 
& Defence

15/03/2013 22/03/2013  1600 Baldonnel - White 
Plains - Washington
- Orange County - 
Burbank - Moffett 
- Seattle - Edmonton - 
Baldonnel

An Taoiseach  

My Department follows the normal practice in the aviation business of costing aircraft by 
reference to the cost per flying hour under either of two headings:

 - The direct cost which includes costs which are additional to those associated with having 
the aircraft and which only arise when the aircraft is flown including maintenance, fuel and sup-
port services such as catering costs, cleaning services and airport handling charges.

 - The total cost which is the direct cost plus the costs associated with having the aircraft and 
includes depreciation and personnel costs.
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The average direct cost per hour for the Gulfstream is €3,270.  The average total cost per 
hour for the Gulfstream is €3,790. These are average costs which take a number of variables 
into account. It is not possible to assign an exact cost to any particular mission.

16/04/2013WROO01150Government Centenary Programme

16/04/2013WROO01200970. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Defence if he will report on progress 
with the Military Service Pensions Archive project (details supplied); when he expects that 
the public might have access to these records; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16857/13]

16/04/2013WROO01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Military Service Pensions Archive 
project is a cornerstone of the Government Centenary Programme.  Approximately 300,000 
files relating to the period from Easter Week, 1916, through the War of Independence and Civil 
War comprise this collection.  The files relate mainly to applications by individuals and/or their 
dependants for the award of pension and gratuities for veterans who served as members of 
the Irish Volunteers, the Irish Citizen Army, the Hibernian Rifles, the Irish Republican Army, 
Cumann na mBan, Na Fianna Éireann, the National Army/Defence Forces on active service 
or who were casualties or wounded while on duty during the period from April and May 1916 
through to 30 September 1923.  The membership records of these organisations (less that of 
the National Army) as on 11th July 1921 and on 1st July 1922 will also be released along with 
selected administration files and material to put the entire collection in context. This is a sig-
nificant element of the collection which contains files from the period April and May 1916 to 
September 1923.    A phased release of material into the public domain is planned.  The first 
release, which is web based and concentrated on 1916 participants, is planned during 2013. The 
first release contains files relating to in excess of 3,000 individuals (2395 of these individuals 
are veterans of Easter Week 1916) and comprising some 452,000 scanned images giving back-
ground and context to the individual applications. Databasing and digitizing of these files is 
now complete and the archivists team are currently testing the web site. This testing phase will 
be completed in the coming weeks.  Regular releases relating to the War of Independence and 
Civil War will occur in the run up to 2016.  

Subsequent releases will have a web element but it is important to note that not all files 
will be available online.  Physical visits to the Military Archives will be required to see the full 
material.  It is envisaged that the provision of accommodation for people wishing to access the 
Military Archives records and for the storage of the archives will be progressed further under 
the Government’s Centenary Programme.

16/04/2013WROO01350Departmental Properties

16/04/2013WROO01400971. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Defence if he will give permission to an 
association (details supplied) in County Kerry to erect a wall on the left hand side of the De-
fence Force building in Iveragh Park to prohibit easy access and provide better security as this 
permission is required by Kerry County Council prior to any works taking place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17369/13]

16/04/2013WROO01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department has no record of proposals 
for the erection of a wall adjacent to the Defence Forces building in Iveragh Park.  If the Resi-
dents Association in question provide specific detail of what works are proposed I will arrange 
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to have the matter examined in consultation with the military authorities.

Irish Red Cross

16/04/2013WROO01600972. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Defence his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding the Irish Red Cross. [17410/13]

16/04/2013WROO01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The correspondence referred to was ad-
dressed to the Chairperson of the Irish Red Cross Society and, whilst I was provided with a 
copy, I am satisfied that its contents are entirely a matter for the Society itself.   I welcome the 
significant progress that the Society has made in reforming its financial and accounting proce-
dures over the past two years and I am satisfied that the annual grant paid to the Society by my 
Department is used for its intended purposes and is properly accounted for.

16/04/2013WROO01750International Summits

16/04/2013WROO01800973. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Defence if he and his Department have 
been liaising with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding the upcoming G8 
Summit taking place in June 2013 in County Fermanagh in Northern Ireland; if they have re-
quested any assistance or help with the event taking place; if any actions by his Department will 
be taken as a result of the summit occurring in Northern Ireland; if there are any costs involved 
with any operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16944/13]

16/04/2013WROO01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of law and order, including the protection of the internal security of the State, rests with An 
Garda Síochána.  However, one of the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper 
on Defence (2000) is to provide Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP) which, in practice, means to as-
sist An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.  The Defence Forces hold regular coordination 
and liaison meetings with An Garda Síochána in relation to ATCP issues including identifying 
and responding effectively to any new or developing security issues.    I am satisfied that the 
Defence Forces will be in a position to respond effectively to any request for assistance from 
An Garda Síochána that might arise from the forthcoming G8 Summit.

16/04/2013WROO01950Defence Forces Allowances

16/04/2013WROO02000974. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Defence if Defence Forces personnel 
have access to specialist doctors; if such costs are covered by the Defence Forces; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17038/13]

16/04/2013WROO02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): While the majority of secondary health 
care for members of the Defence Forces is provided through the public/private health system, 
some limited in-house secondary health care is currently provided at St. Bricin’s Hospital by 
Defence Forces Medical Personnel and contracted civilian consultants. The range and avail-
ability of medical care provided by St. Bricin’s Hospital strives to meet the occupational needs 
of the Defence Forces. However, the combination of medical officer and the civilian secondary 
medical service has a limited capacity and in effect it operates only as an outpatient facility. 
The contracted civilian consultants conduct regular scheduled clinics for all ranks as required 
to meet the needs of service personnel. The following are the services provided:

- Physician, 
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- Ear Nose and Throat specialty, 

- Pathology

 - Radiology,

 - Ophthalmology, 

 - Periodontal; and 

 - Psychiatric services.  

Appointments for personnel to attend these services are normally made as a result of referral 
by a medical officer.  

Because of the limited capacity of St. Bricin’s personnel may need to be referred for special-
ist treatment through the public/private care system in civilian hospitals. Where it is necessary 
to refer enlisted personnel to specialist doctors outside the Defence Forces Medical Corps this 
is generally done through the public health system and referral onto the public waiting list as 
the case may be. In certain specific circumstances (Recruits and Cadets), a special case may 
be made through the Director of the Medical Corps (DMC) for private specialist treatment.  If 
agreed, the cost of this specialist treatment is currently met by the Defence vote.  

In certain circumstances, and if approved by the Brigade/Formation Medical Officer and the 
Central Medical Unit, Defence Forces Headquarters, commissioned officers may be referred to 
specialist doctors for consultations, tests and treatment.  The associated approved costs for such 
consultations, tests and treatment are currently met by the Defence vote.

16/04/2013WROO02150Defence Forces Equipment

16/04/2013WROO02200975. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Defence if he is satisfied that all cloth-
ing, kit and equipment that are issued to members of the Defence Forces are suitable for all 
regardless of the physical size of the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17039/13]

16/04/2013WROO02300976. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Defence if recruits in the Defence Forc-
es are being advised to purchase kit (details supplied) for their own personal use as members of 
the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17040/13]

16/04/2013WROO02400Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos. 975 and 
976 together.

It is not practice nor policy to advise members of the Defence Forces, including recruits,  to 
purchase any item of clothing. I am advised that the Defence Forces carry a range of clothing 
sizes varying from XXS to XXXXL. Where required, provision is made for an individually 
sized set of uniforms to be manufactured by the supplier. The Defence Forces issues a com-
prehensive set of clothing to each member of the Defence Forces which is designed to cope  
with a wide range of weather conditions both at home and overseas. In relation to the latter 
additional supplementary clothing and footwear may be issued where extreme conditions are 
to be encountered. I am satisfied that the current clothing arrangements are sufficient for the 
requirements of the Defence Forces. 

16/04/2013WROO02450Chaplaincy Services Expenditure



16 April 2013

407

16/04/2013WROO02500977. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding the provi-
sion of chaplaincy services by his Department; the amount of money spent on these services; 
the denominations involved; if humanist chaplains are provided by his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17130/13]

16/04/2013WROO02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Defence Forces Chaplaincy Service, 
which currently comprises of 16 Roman Catholic chaplains and 1 Church of Ireland chaplain, 
respects the traditions and practice of those of other faiths and ensures that the integrity of all 
faith groups within the Defence Forces is respected.  While the Defence Forces Chaplaincy Ser-
vice cares for military personnel and their families who are predominately Roman Catholics, 
provision has been made to provide for the spiritual needs of all denominations.

Representatives of other Churches are invited to partake in Ecumenical Services each year 
during the Week of Christian Prayer. Clergymen of other denominations are encouraged to visit 
and meet with members of their Churches.  

16/04/2013WROO02650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WROO02700978. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment of agri environment option scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16059/13]

16/04/2013WROO02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 14th November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome in the next few weeks. In the event that any queries arise 
on the application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be 
in direct contact with the person named.

16/04/2013WROO02850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WROO02900979. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ment will issue on agri environement options scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17090/13]

16/04/2013WROO03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 14th   November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome in the next few weeks. In the event that any queries arise 
on the application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be 
in direct contact with the person named.

16/04/2013WROO03050Fisheries Protection

16/04/2013WROO03100980. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will ensure, during the Irish Presidency of the EU that there will be no fishing agreement 
signed between Morocco and the EU in view of the situation in Western Sahara and the issue of 
territorial sovereignty. [17231/13]
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16/04/2013WROO03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In January 
2012, the EU Commission introduced a draft negotiating mandate for a new protocol for the 
EU Morocco Fisheries Agreement. The mandate sought to conclude a protocol which would 
oblige Morocco to comply with international law and to report regularly on its use of the funds 
for the population concerned, including the people of the Western Sahara.  A Council decision 
of 14 February 2012 authorised the opening of negotiations with Morocco on a new protocol 
to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement and subsequent contacts with the Moroccan authorities. 

Ireland supported the opening of new negotiations subject to a joint statement with Ger-
many and Slovenia to the effect:-
  “Germany, Ireland and Slovenia  would have preferred an explicit reference to Western Sahara in the mandate.  Germany’s, Ireland’s and Slovenia’s acceptance of the mandate does not, in any way, pre-empt our final position on any draft Protocol that will eventually be submitted for approval.  The  attitude of each of the above Member States to the draft Protocol will be determined by the extent to which the rights of the people of Western Sahara are protected in accordance with international law and the extent of the related reporting requirements that must be fulfilled by Morocco”

The 1st   round of negotiations on new Fisheries Protocol with Morocco convened in Rabat 
in November 2012. The fifth round of negotiations took place on 11-12 February, 2013 and 
agreement was not reached.   It is expected that a further round of negotiations is planned but  
no date has  yet  been set.     

As President of the European Council of Ministers I have a responsibility to reflect the col-
lective views of Council. As an agreement has not been reached, the signature of an Agreement 
has not to date come before Council during the Irish Presidency.     

16/04/2013WROO03250Rural Development Programme Funding

16/04/2013WROO03300981. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to correspondence (details supplied), if he will provide reassurances of the long term 
support for the rural development programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17517/13]

16/04/2013WROO03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new 
Rural Development Programme (RDP) will be drawn up under the terms of the proposed rural 
development Regulation when it is finalised as part of the reform of the Common Agricultural 
Policy. We have now entered the second – trilogue - phase of the negotiations between the 
Council, European Parliament and the Commission with the aim of getting political agreement 
in June. 

The future programme, like all national spending, will be subject to ongoing budgetary 
policy. In the case of the new programme a general co-financing rate of 53% is proposed but 
this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such as farm and business development, 
co-operation activities, Leader projects, and other measures. Environmental type measures may 
be co-funded up to 75%. The amount of exchequer funding that will be required to draw down 
the available EU funding will depend both on the types of measures that will be included in 
the Programme and on the co-financing rate, that are agreed with the EU Commission for these 
measures. 

In relation to EU funding for the RDP, Ireland’s overall allocation has been decided by the 
European Council in the Multi-annual Financial Framework and this is now with the European 
Parliament for consent. In light of the fact that neither the content of the programme nor the 
co-financing rates applicable have yet been determined, it will be appreciated that we are still 
some way from the point where national decisions on exchequer funding of the new RDP will 
fall to be made.

16/04/2013WROO03450Sheep Technology Adoption Programme Eligibility
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16/04/2013WROO03500982. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider granting a special derogation to sheep farmers on the offshore island of Arran-
morein County Donegal regarding the eligibility requirement of a stocking level of 30 breeding 
ewes for the STAP scheme in cases where the farmer concerned cannot reach this level of stock 
density due to the marginal and exposed nature of the land on which they farm; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15982/13]

16/04/2013WROO03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware 
of the difficulties faced by sheep farmers on offshore islands. However funding for the STAP 
is capped at €3 million for 2013.  The Programme was conceived to cater for approximately 
3,000 participants with a maximum annual payment of €1,000 per participant. As approxi-
mately 4,900 applications have been received for 2013 under the STAP, based on the qualify-
ing criteria applicable for established producers, the Programme is currently oversubscribed. 
Therefore it is not possible this year to make provision for the inclusion of sheep farmers from 
offshore Islands who have less than the requisite breeding stock. 

16/04/2013WROO03650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WROO03700983. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will be made under the disadvantaged area based scheme for 2012 in respect of a per-
son (details supplied) in County Galway, the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16041/13]

16/04/2013WROO03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  The person 
named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired DAS Appeals 
Committee; that appeal was unsuccessful. The person named was notified accordingly by letter 
dated 12 December 2012. As advised in that letter, it is now open to the person named to pursue 
the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.

16/04/2013WROO03850Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WROO03900984. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their payment for cow suckler 
welfare scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16061/13]

16/04/2013WROO04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 5 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Essential information 
relating to weaning dates for these animals was received on 2nd   April 2013, enabling the ap-
plication to be progressed.  Payment will issue as soon as possible, subject to confirmation that 
all of the Terms and Conditions have been complied with. 

Departmental Staff Remuneration

16/04/2013WROO04100985. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of people who are on the payroll in his Deportment; the number of physical payslips 
that his Department processes each month; the percentage of these that are sent to payees in the 
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post; the breakdown in the overall cost of physical payslips and postage per year for the years 
2008 to 2012; if payees have the option of switching to online payslips; if he and his Depart-
ment will implement online payslips in the near future; if he has considered the savings this 
would make; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16062/13]

16/04/2013WROO04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
3,454 staff on the Department’s payroll. Since 2006, all Departmental staff that have access to 
the Department’s computer network view their payslips online and do not have the option of 
receiving a hard copy payslip. The costs of the payslips and postage in relation to issuing the 
hardcopy payslips is as follows:

Year Cost €
2008 13,389 
2009 13,817 
2010 12,863 
2011 11,508 
2012  6,417 

16/04/2013WROO04250Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WROO04300986. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo has not received their agri environment 
option scheme payment despite adhering to all conditions of said scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16092/13]

16/04/2013WROO04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st   September 2011 and full payment totalling €639.40 issued in respect of 2011. 
Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking 
process which includes verification of capital investment through checks on receipts. These 
checks have been successfully completed and full payment totalling €2,344.25 issued in respect 
of the 2012 scheme year – 75% payment issued on 4th February and the balancing 25% pay-
ment issued on 5th   February 2013.

16/04/2013WROO04450Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WROO04500987. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16105/13]

16/04/2013WROO04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In processing 
the application of the person named, a number of issues arose regarding commonage parcels 
declared on the holding. These issues have now been resolved and payments under the 2012 
Single Payment Scheme, Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and Grassland Sheep Scheme issued on 
28 March, 5 April and 9 April 2013 respectively.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRPP00200988. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
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payment of REP scheme will issue to a herd owner (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16113/13]

16/04/2013WRPP00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in December 2007 and received payments for the first five years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been successfully com-
pleted in this case in respect of the 2012 payment and the final year 75% payment amounting to 
€6582.53 has issued for payment dated 12 April 2013.  The 25% balancing payment will issue 
shortly.

Single Payment Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRPP00400989. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding farm payments in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16128/13]

16/04/2013WRPP005001003. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an appeal for single farm payment in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16448/13]

16/04/2013WRPP00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 989 and 1003 together. 

Earlier review processes in this case having been exhausted, an appeal to the independent 
Agriculture Appeals Office was the subject of an oral hearing held on 7 November 2012.  The 
appeal was unsuccessful and a letter detailing the reasons issued from that Office on the 12 of 
March 2013 and set out the further avenue available to the applicant, involving reference to the 
Office of the Ombudsman.

16/04/2013WRPP00650Horse Passports

16/04/2013WRPP00700990. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
any plans to introduce a centralised system for the issuing of horse passports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16164/13]

16/04/2013WRPP00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The iden-
tification and registration of equidae is governed by EU Council Directives 90/426/EEC and 
90/427/EEC and Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008.  The latter regulation, which 
came into effect on 1 July 2009, provides that equine animals registered after that date must 
be identified with a passport and a microchip.  This regulation also provides that, in the case 
of equines which are eligible for entry into a studbook, the passport must be issued by the 
organisation which is officially approved to manage the studbook for the breed in question in 
accordance with EU Directive 90/426/EEC.  There are at present eight such organisations ap-
proved in Ireland. 

I indicated in the context of my Department’s report on Equine DNA and the Mislabelling 
of Processed Beef that my ultimate objective is to establish a central passport issuing authority 
for which the Department would have direct control and under which agents would be approved 
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to issue passports.  I also indicated that EU regulations would have to be amended to deliver 
this centralised arrangement.  In the meantime, the EU Directorate General for Health and Con-
sumers has indicated in its recently published Action Plan for dealing with the fall-out from the 
horsemeat issue that it intends to submit a proposal to the Council and European Parliament 
for the transfer responsibility for the issuing of passports from Passport Issuing Organisations 
to the competent authorities.  A formal Commission proposal is expected in the second half of 
2013. 

My Department has commenced consultations with the passport issuing agencies with a 
view to enhancing the existing procedures relating to equine passports pending the adoption of 
the proposed amendment to EU legislation. 

16/04/2013WRPP00850EU Regulations

16/04/2013WRPP00900991. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline the rationale for the implementation of the EU Timber Regulation 995/2010; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16181/13]

16/04/2013WRPP01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new EU 
Timber Regulation (EUTR – Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 ) is now in effect.  It is part of a 
package of measures aimed at ensuring that all products containing wood placed on the market 
in the EU are from legally harvested timber.  It applies to wood and wood products being placed 
for the first time on the EU market.

It counters the trade in illegally harvested timber and timber products by imposing three key 
obligations: placing illegally harvested timber and products derived from such timber on the 
EU market, for the first time, is prohibited; EU operators – those who place timber products on 
the EU market for the first time – are required to exercise due diligence; traders – those who 
buy or sell timber and timber products already on the market – are required to keep information 
about their suppliers and customers to make timber easily traceable.  

My Department is currently drafting the appropriate legislation that will oversee and enforce 
these rules in Ireland. I can assure the Deputy that my Department will lay out effective, pro-
portionate and dissuasive penalties, where appropriate, to ensure compliance.  Official checks 
will also be carried out which may include visits to premises to monitor and audit material.  It is 
expected, however, that for the vast majority of those affected, this regulation will involve the 
reaffirmation of their current business practice.  It will require them to ensure that their paper 
trail is in a format which can be checked to verify compliance.  The key change this regulation 
will bring about is to impose a greater responsibility on those placing timber on the market to 
ensure that their products have been legally harvested.

Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRPP01100992. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway did not receive their suckler cow 
welfare scheme payment in respect of 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16185/13]

16/04/2013WRPP01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 12 animals under the 2012 Suckler welfare Scheme.  Under the Terms and 
Conditions of the Scheme, for herds of more than ten cows, the calves must be weaned in more 
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than one group.  In this instance, based on information provided by the person named, all 12 
calves were weaned on same date and so are ineligible for payment. 

A letter issued from my Department in this regard to the person named on 11 April 2013. 

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRPP01300993. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment of rural environment protection scheme will issue to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16186/13]

16/04/2013WRPP01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check an area discrep-
ancy was discovered between the Single Payment Scheme application for 2012 and the REPS 
Agri-Environmental Plan in relation to afforestation on lands owned by the person named which 
has necessitated the need for further clarification.  An amended plan was requested on 1 March 
2013. To date no plan has been received by my Department.  Upon receipt of this amended plan 
the application will be processed further.

Single Payment Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRPP01500994. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason a person (details supplied) in County Galway was penalised in relation to their 
single farm payment in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16188/13]

16/04/2013WRPP01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): To comply 
with EU requirements, the applicant was one of a number selected for inspection under the 2011 
Single Payment Scheme.  This inspection resulted in findings of an over-declaration in area of 
greater than 20%, which under the terms and conditions of the scheme resulted in no payment 
in respect of 2011.  The applicant was notified of this decision on the 16 January 2012.

The applicant requested a review of this decision and the outcome of the review, which up-
held the original decision, was notified by letter dated 13 March 2012.  The applicant was also 
advised of the right to appeal the outcome of the review to the independent Agriculture Appeals 
Office, within three months of the date of the review letter.  My Department understands that no 
such appeal was lodged, to date.

Beef Technology Adoption Programme

16/04/2013WRPP01700995. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 207 of 21 February 2013, if this case is being re-considered 
in view of the fact that a person (details supplied) in County Galway provided a copy of the 
task completion certification from the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16275/13]
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16/04/2013WRPP01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named was a participant of the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme.  Participants 
were required to attend a prescribed number of discussion group meetings or approved national 
events, in addition to completing two tasks, chosen from a menu of eight designed to enhance 
on-farm efficiency.  The broad range of available task options allowed participants to choose 
those best suited to the business needs and particular characteristics of their beef enterprises.

The person named did not qualify for payment because he failed to satisfactorily complete 
one of two selected tasks – the task related to the completion of a herd health plan in consulta-
tion with a veterinary practitioner.  Participants who chose that task were required to join the 
Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) eradication programme, a condition of which was that herd 
owners had to submit tissue samples from all calves born on their holdings in 2012 to one of a 
number of designated laboratories.  Task completion was verified by the Irish Cattle Breeding 
Federation (ICBF) which maintains a database of laboratory results on behalf of Animal Health 
Ireland.  Information received from ICBF indicated that the herd owner in question did not 
sample any animal born in 2012.  While the calves born in 2012 were BVD-tested in January 
2013, this does not meet the Task requirement for the 2012 Programme.

It is the responsibility of participants and their facilitators to familiarise themselves with 
the Programme Terms and Conditions and with the consequences for breaches of the rules.  
In applying for the BTAP, farmers undertook to comply with the Terms and Conditions of the 
Programme and accepted that failure to abide by the rules could result in a loss of payment.  It 
was determined following appeal that the individual concerned failed to fully comply with the 
BTAP Terms and Conditions and, accordingly, no payment is possible in this case. 

16/04/2013WRPP01850Food Labelling

16/04/2013WRPP01900996. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to the publication by his Department of the recent report on the horse meat scandal, if he 
will outline the sanctions he intends pursuing against companies and individuals criticized in 
the report. [16297/13]

16/04/2013WRPP02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The report 
on the ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’, which I published on 
14 March, includes details of the companies that came to my Department’s attention during this 
investigation and the actions taken by the Department.  Operations in a total of four plants were 
suspended in some cases on a voluntary basis for varying periods arising from the investigation. 

As indicated in the report, my Department is considering the possibility of instituting legal 
proceedings where appropriate.  It should also be noted that while some of the failures referred 
to in the report risked reputational damage to the Irish food sector they did not breach EU or 
national law.  The report also points to the necessity to review certain aspects of EU labelling 
regulations which I will pursue. 

16/04/2013WRPP02050Common Agricultural Policy Reform

16/04/2013WRPP02100997. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way changes to the common agricultural policy will affect the entitlements of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Wexford [16310/13]

16/04/2013WRPP02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The negotia-
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tions on reforms to the CAP are still underway and it is impossible to predict with any certainty 
what the final outcome will be.  Thus, I would counsel against drawing conclusions regarding 
the final outcome at this point in respect of any aspect of the negotiations.  

In so far as the value of entitlements is concerned, the Commission has proposed that all 
Member States move to a national or regional flat-rate payment system by 2019.  I believe that 
this would involve an unsustainably large transfer of payments between Irish farmers and have 
argued for an alternative, more measured, approach that acknowledges the need to move from 
historic references while not going as far or as fast as envisaged by the Commission. 

In order to avoid the very significant transfers of payments that would result from the Com-
mission’s proposals, I proposed an alternative, partial, convergence model based on the prin-
ciple that Member States should have the flexibility to move away from historically-based 
systems in a more measured way that respected their individual farming conditions.  I am very 
pleased that the Council last month endorsed this principle and agreed to include the Irish mod-
el in the options available for the distribution of direct payments.  This enhances the prospect of 
a more reasonable level of transfers of payments between farmers than would be the case under 
the Commission’s flat-rate proposal. 

Of course, this issue still has to be negotiated further, and the reality is that the final outcome 
will be somewhere between the Commission proposal and the Irish proposal.

Forestry Grants

16/04/2013WRPP02300998. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment of a forestry grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilken-
ny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16311/13]

16/04/2013WRPP02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The forestry 
premium payment for this applicant has been processed and the payment will be lodged to his 
bank account in mid-April 2013.

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

16/04/2013WRPP02500999. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will legislate to impose a limit on the amount of farm payments accruing to one individual once 
an agreement has been concluded. [16370/13]

16/04/2013WRPP02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU 
Commission proposals on the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy have been the subject 
of negotiations at official and political level in the Council of Ministers over the past 18 months 
culminating in an agreed Council position which was reached at Council on 18/19 March.   Un-
der the proposals agreed by the Council of Ministers, Member States have the option to reduce 
the amount of direct payments granted to a farmer where such payment exceeds €150,000. 

The final phase of negotiations, the aim of which is to reach agreement between the three 
European Institutions i.e. the Council of Ministers, the European Parliament and the Commis-
sion, has now started.  It is not possible to speculate on the final outcome of these negotiations 
and on what form the final capping of direct payments will take. 

I am open to considering a limit on the amount that any person or company could receive in 
one year under the Single Farm payment and have already indicated my support for the capping 
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provision as in the current Council position.

16/04/2013WRPP02650Herd Numbers

16/04/2013WRPP027001000. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their herd number; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16404/13]

16/04/2013WRPP02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Approval 
was granted for the issue of a herd number on 21 March 2013.  A herd number was created on 
3 April and a letter issued on 10 April notifying the herd owner of the details and conditions 
attached to the herd number.

16/04/2013WRPP02850Forestry Sector

16/04/2013WRPP029001001. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the report of the Irish Timber Council which sets out views on 
the proposed sale of Coillte’s harvesting rights; if he has considered the contents of the report; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16444/13]

16/04/2013WRPP03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Chair-
man of the Irish Timber Council sent me a copy of the report, namely “The impacts on the saw-
mill sector arising from the proposed sale of Coillte’s harvesting rights” by EPS Consulting, at 
the time of its publication in February.  The report, commissioned by the Irish Timber Council, 
is appreciated as it clearly outlines the concerns of the timber processing sector about the pro-
posed sale of Coillte harvesting rights and makes a useful contribution to the ongoing analysis.

As the Deputy may be aware, further to the Government’s decision that a concession for the 
harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be considered for sale, the National Treasury Management 
Agency, via its NewERA Unit, engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and my Department to examine the financial and other implications of a potential 
transaction.  Substantial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry 
assets involved, the determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues as-
sociated with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights.  One issue of particular importance to 
the sector as a whole is the continuity of supply of timber to the processing industry.  As part of 
the consideration process outlined above, the Coillte State Assets Steering Group, comprising 
of representatives from NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my 
Department, met with representatives of the Irish Timber Council on 13 March 2013 at which 
the industry expressed their concerns regarding the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights.  
I am aware that the Council’s main concerns are the continuity of supply of timber to the saw-
mill sector, the potential prices of timber and the overall implications for their businesses and 
jobs.  In addition to this meeting, the Steering Group is also considering the report, to which 
the Deputy refers.

The outcome of the overall analysis on the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights will 
be considered by the Government upon its conclusion and no decision has been taken as yet.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRPP031001002. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the position regarding a REP scheme payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16447/13]

16/04/2013WRPP03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Following these checks an area discrepancy was 
discovered between the Single Farm Payment for 2012 and the REPS Agri-Environmental Plan 
which has resulted in the need for further clarification.  This issue has now been resolved and 
payment in respect of 2012 will issue shortly.  

  Question No. 1003 answered with Question No. 989.

16/04/2013WRPP03350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRPP034001004. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding agri environment option scheme applications in respect of persons (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; when payments will issue in each case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16492/13]

16/04/2013WRPP03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Applications 
under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the persons named were received in my 
Department on 6 December 2012 and acknowledgement letters have issued in each case.  The 
processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position to inform 
all applicants of the outcome in the next few weeks.  In the event that any queries arise on the 
applications of the persons named during this process officials in my Department will be in 
direct contact with the persons named.  Payments will be dependent in the first instance on an 
applicant’s acceptance into the scheme and subsequently on compliance with the scheme Terms 
and Conditions. 

Cross Compliance Appeals

16/04/2013WRPP036001005. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding a cross compliance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo [16525/13]

16/04/2013WRPP03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An oral hear-
ing by the independent Agriculture Appeals Office was held in this case on 5 March 2013. Fol-
lowing this hearing, the applicant was requested by that Office to submit particular information 
in relation to the case.  My Department understands that this information has yet to be provided 
and in its absence the appeal cannot be concluded. 

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRPP038001006. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a payment for REPs scheme will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16529/13]
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16/04/2013WRPP03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in February 2009 and received payments for the first three years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any year 4.25% balancing payment amounting to €1118.85 issued on 12 
April 2013.

16/04/2013WRPP03950Salmon Management Report

16/04/2013WRPP040001007. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the Irish Seafood National Programme 2007-2013 effective moratorium on increased salmon 
farming where it stated that the targets for the increased productive capacity for salmon will 
now have to be deferred until after 2013 or until such time as the sea lice issue has been satis-
factorily resolved is still in place; if not, if the sea lice issue is now resolved; if the decision that 
the sea lice issue was resolved was agreed by the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources and Inland Fisheries Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16540/13]

16/04/2013WRPP04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I refer the 
Deputy to my response to Question No. 216 of 28 March 2013, wherein I stated that the mat-
ter of the temporary restriction on grant aid to the marine salmon farming sector is being kept 
under review with the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources but is still 
in place.  The position remains unchanged.  

I would reiterate that this temporary restriction relates only to grant aid and is not a morato-
rium on the commercial development of the salmon farming sector.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRPP042001008. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when payment will issue in relation to a REP scheme application as the applicant is most 
anxious to have the matter finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16558/13]

16/04/2013WRPP04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in October 2009 and received payment for the first two years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and ac-
cordingly is subject to EU Regulation which require detailed administrative checks on all ap-
plications to be completed before any payments can issue.  As a consequence of a change in the 
system of farming and the creation of a milk partnership by the person named an adjusted plan 
was required.  This plan was received by my Department eleven months after the creation of 
the milk partnership and officials in my Department are currently examining the adjusted plan 
with a view to an early resolution and payment in respect of 2012.

16/04/2013WRPP04350Microchipping of Dogs

16/04/2013WRPP044001009. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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further to his proposal that all dog owners have to pay €50 to microchip their dogs, his views on 
whether this proposal will put struggling farmers to another expense in particular in the cases 
where they may have a number of dogs in order to carry out their day today work; his further 
views on whether it is practical to ask vets to carry out the work at cost-price; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16566/13]

16/04/2013WRPP045001029. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the mandatory micro chipping of dogs will result in the abolition of dog licences; if the chip-
ping of dogs will be held in a central database in his Department or in some other agency; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that when introduced the mandatory micro chipping of 
dogs and the legal requirement to have a dogs licence will be duplication; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16756/13]

16/04/2013WRPP04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1009 and 1029 together.

My Department will carry out a public consultation on the issue of micro-chipping of dogs 
in the coming months.  I have already received a number of submissions on the issue and my 
Department will examine all views to ensure that the detailed proposals are practical and effec-
tive.  With regard to the cost of micro chipping, my intention is to ensure that the cost is kept to 
a minimum and that the policy is affordable to all members of society.  There are currently no 
plans to do away with the current dog licensing system.

16/04/2013WRPP04650Animal Feedstuffs

16/04/2013WRPP047001010. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the fact that there is no grass growth and tight silage supply available to farmers and 
it is causing a fodder crisis, his plans to introduce a measure to alleviate the hardship on our 
struggling farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16568/13]

16/04/2013WRPP048001026. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will introduce an emergency scheme for the thousands of  farmers that are experiencing excep-
tional feed shortage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16715/13]

16/04/2013WRPP049001043. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to help farmers who are experiencing severe financial hardship at present due to bad 
weather in 2012, this late spring and the resultant fodder crisis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16995/13]

16/04/2013WRPP050001044. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in view of the bad weather of last year and this year’s late spring which has left farmers expe-
riencing extreme fodder shortages and in massive debt, if he will review the food harvest 2020 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16999/13]

16/04/2013WRPP05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1010, 1026, 1043 and 1044 together. 

I am acutely aware of the difficulties being experienced by some farmers as a result of re-
cent unseasonable weather.  Difficult conditions experienced on farms last summer have been 
compounded by an extended winter.  Harsh weather this Spring has led to delayed grass growth, 
and increased demand for fodder and feed as animals which in normal conditions would be on 
grass at this time of year have been kept indoors. 
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While it is important to record that the outlook for our livestock sectors remains positive and 
that prices are relatively strong, it is clear that the conditions prevailing at present have resulted 
in short term but significant additional management challenges, including cash flow and credit 
issues for affected farmers faced with the burden of fodder shortages and additional feed costs. 

In relation to the measures which can be taken to alleviate the problems on farms, I would 
urge farmers to contact their local Teagasc advisor.  Where winter fodder is limited, Teagasc is 
providing specific advice and assistance on how to cope with the consequences of the weather 
conditions experienced this Spring.  Staff at all Teagasc offices are available to provide advice 
to farmers over the phone and the fodder situation is a constant topic of focus at Discussion 
Group meetings and other farm walks and events.  Agricultural advisers are equipped and ready 
to outline the options open to farmers facing difficulties and to make a plan that best suits their 
situation.  

Teagasc has also made extensive use of national and local media to provide farmers with 
advice and has coordinated with farm organisations, marts, local authorities, co-ops and oth-
er industry partners and suppliers to provide targeted advice to all who need it.  In addition, 
Teagasc network has enabled farmers who have fodder deficits to be connected with those who 
have surpluses.  Advice for farmers on coping with fodder shortages has also been published, 
including guidelines to dairy and drystock farmers with little or no grass on feeding this spring.

  I note also that the farm bodies have urged farmers to assess whether they have surplus 
fodder in stock and whether they are in a position to make some available to others in difficulty.

It is also the case that farmers have increased the usage of concentrates to fill the fodder 
“gap”.  The sales of concentrate feed are significantly up this Spring.  Whilst addressing the 
fodder issue, this has, in some cases, resulted in problems with cash flow and access to working 
capital on farms.

  In response to farmers’ concerns in this regard, I have already written to the banks, and will 
meet them shortly to highlight the extreme challenges facing farmers as a result of the weather, 
and to urge them to take a flexible approach to dealing with short term credit issues.  

It is important that financial institutions would take into consideration the fact that while the 
current difficulties may cause cash flow pressures for farmers, the overall outlook for the sector 
is favourable.  

I have also announced an extension to 15 May, 2013 for closing off of Traditional Hay 
Meadow in Agri – Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) allowing a deferral of one month to 
the closing off date.  This will help to maximise grass utilisation in this critical recovery period 
as the weather improves and grass growth resumes. 

There is no doubt that the availability of forage on farms is an on-going challenge. The 
improvement in soil temperatures over the last week is very welcome and should see a return 
to more normal growth rates for grass and crops alike, and this, together with relatively posi-
tive market conditions should see a significant improvement in the situation on farms over the 
coming weeks.  

  Agricultural production by its nature is subject to fluctuations in yield and value due the 
exigencies of the weather as well as global commodity prices.  This was recognised when the 
Food Harvest targets were being developed and currently in my view there is not a need to re-
view the Food Harvest 2020 targets as at end 2012, the value of primary agricultural production 
had increased by 21% vis-à-vis the Food Harvest target of achieving a 33% increase in value 
by 2020.
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16/04/2013WRQQ00150Herd Numbers

16/04/2013WRQQ002001011. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a herd number in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16569/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Approval 
was granted for the issue of a herd number on 21 March 2013.  A herd number was created on 
3 April and a letter issued on 10 April notifying the herdowner of the details and conditions at-
tached to the herd number.

16/04/2013WRQQ00350Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRQQ004001012. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the cost incurred by his Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St 
Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16602/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): No costs 
were incurred to my Department for this year’s St Patrick’s Day overseas travel programme.

16/04/2013WRQQ00550Flood Relief Schemes Funding

16/04/2013WRQQ006001013. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
payments or funding are available to landowners whose land and fields have been damaged by 
the River Slaney bursting its banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16620/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The manage-
ment of flooding in river catchments is the responsibility of the Office of Public Works. Farmers 
affected by flooding in the Slaney catchment should contact the Office of Public Works locally 
for advice on the best course of action available.

Regrettably, I do not have funds available to my Department to support the farmers con-
cerned.

16/04/2013WRQQ00750Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ008001014. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
suckler calf premium 2012 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16640/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named registered 10 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Payment of €400 due in 
respect of these 10 animals issued to the person named on 18 February 2013.

16/04/2013WRQQ00950Suckler Welfare Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRQQ010001015. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a person (details supplied) in County Clare has not been facilitated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16641/13]
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16/04/2013WRQQ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 12 animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme. When initially applying to 
participate in the Scheme in 2008, applicants undertook to carry out and notify my Department 
of relevant measures carried out in respect of all of their animals for the full 5 year duration of 
this Scheme. In August 2011, applicants were informed of the requirement to notify details of 
these measures within one year of birth.

In this particular instance, all 12 animals were born between February and June 2011 and 
data in relation to the measures carried out on these animals was not received until 18 Decem-
ber 2012. As a result the applicant was notified that he was no longer eligible for the Scheme.

My Department has made contact directly with the person named requesting substantiating 
evidence relating to any claimed extenuating circumstances in the matter. On receipt of this, the 
position can be reviewed.

16/04/2013WRQQ01150Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ012001016. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application for single farm payment will be processed in respect of persons (details supplied) in 
County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16642/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2012 Single Payment Scheme on 11 May 2012.  Full 
payment in respect of 35.90 entitlements, amounting to €11,853.33, issued to the person named 
on 26 February 2013.

16/04/2013WRQQ01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRQQ014001017. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 173 of 13 February 2013, the position regarding an agri environ-
ment options scheme application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16644/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 28 November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome in the next few weeks. In the event that any queries arise 
on the application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be 
in direct contact with the person named.

16/04/2013WRQQ01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ016001018. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 617 of 19 Feb 2013, when a disadvantaged area scheme payment 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16646/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The hold-
ing of the person named has been recently confirmed as registered in accordance with S.I. No 
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8 of 2012, Diseases of Animals Act 1966 (Registration of Horse Premises) Order 2012. Thus, 
processing of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme application was finalised, with payment 
issuing on 25 February 2013.

16/04/2013WRQQ01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ018001019. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 174 of 13 February 2013, when payment of an agri environment 
options scheme will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16647/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,040.38 issued in respect of 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process. These checks have been 
successfully completed and full payment totalling €2,947.74 in respect of the 2012 scheme year 
issued on 7 March 2013.

16/04/2013WRQQ01950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ020001020. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 541 of 22 January 2013, the position regarding an agri environ-
ment options scheme phase two application in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16650/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks an over-
claim was identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Species Rich Grassland action which 
resulted in a penalty being incurred. A letter regarding this penalty issued to the person named 
dated 25 January 2013. 75% payment totalling €408.99 (net of penalty) has issued in respect of 
2011 and the 25% balancing payment for 2011 will issue shortly.

Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative check-
ing process which includes verification of capital investments through checks on receipts. Dur-
ing these checks it was discovered that the person named failed to deliver the minimum require-
ments under the Terms and Conditions of the scheme for Tree Planting Standard action. A letter 
issued to the person named dated 7 February 2013 regarding this matter. As a result of this 
discrepancy a 10% penalty will apply to the payment for the 2012 scheme year. Following the 
payment for 2011, payment in respect of 2012 will be finalised on this basis.

16/04/2013WRQQ02150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications
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16/04/2013WRQQ022001021. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the position regarding an application for an agri environment options scheme in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; when a decision will be made on these applica-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16653/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An appli-
cation under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in 
my Department on 7 December 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome in a few weeks. In the event that any queries arise on the 
application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be in direct 
contact with the person named.

16/04/2013WRQQ02350Animal Welfare Issues

16/04/2013WRQQ024001022. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when he will introduce legislation to regulate the sale and keeping of exotic pets here; the 
supports that are given to State veterinary services, An Garda Síochána and local authorities to 
deal with incidents of stray or abandoned exotic animals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16664/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The keeping 
of exotic animals as ‘pets’ is not prohibited in either EU or Irish law but their release into the 
wild is subject to restrictions under environmental legislation. Additionally, the importation of 
live wild animals or birds is subject to licence under the Wildlife Act, 1976 which comes under 
the remit of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (a body under the aegis of the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht). 

Reports of stray or abandoned animals should be notified to An Garda Síochána in the first 
instance and can be dealt with in context of the Protection of Animals Act 1911 and the Protec-
tion of Animals (Amendment) Act 1965 which are currently the main statutes governing cruelty 
to all animals. The Animal Health and Welfare Bill which I have brought forward consolidates 
a wide range of existing legislation affecting welfare of animals and when enacted will be en-
forced by a range of state bodies including An Garda Síochána, Customs Officers and Local Au-
thorities.  The Bill deals with the welfare of animals during sale and the sale of animals to mi-
nors. It also enshrines the five freedoms that underpin animal welfare and, in doing so, sets out 
general horizontal rules on feed, shelter, healthcare and welfare that will apply to all animals.

My Department provides financial support to animal welfare organisations some of whom 
have exotic animals in their care.  In December 2012, funding of €1.365 million was awarded 
to 140 organisations. Members of the public should seek advice about pet care, particularly with 
regard to the keeping of exotic animals from a private veterinary practitioner and their local 
animal welfare organisation. Details of the welfare bodies funded in 2012 are available on my 
Department’s website at: - 

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/animalwelfare/Listof-
organisations150113.doc.

16/04/2013WRQQ02550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ026001023. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the po-
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sition regarding an application under the 2011-2012 agri-environment option scheme in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick. [16680/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,167.51 issued in respect of 2011.

Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative check-
ing process which includes verification of capital investment through checks on receipts. These 
checks have been successfully completed and full payment totalling €3,750.25 issued in respect 
of the 2012 scheme year – 75% payment issued on 6 March and the balancing 25% payment 
issued on 7 March 2013.

16/04/2013WRQQ02750Aquaculture Licences

16/04/2013WRQQ028001024. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline in relation to his plans for offshore aqua culture, if the taxpayer is exposed to any 
claims in relation to loss of stock earnings or damages in relation to salmon farms. [16682/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At present, 
my Department is processing one application for a “deep sea” salmon farm. BIM has submitted 
an application for an Aquaculture and a Foreshore Licence for the cultivation of Fin fish near 
Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  

The application and its accompanying Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is currently 
being considered fully in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) 
Act and the 1933 Foreshore Act as amended.  

It would not be appropriate for me to comment further on an application which is under ac-
tive consideration as part of a statutory process.

Any commercial losses an operator might incur in relation to the operation of a salmon farm 
would be a matter for the operator in question.

16/04/2013WRQQ02950Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ030001025. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a single farm payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16698/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment/ Disadvantaged Area Scheme was received from the person 
named on 8 April 2013 with accompanying medical evidence relating to the late submission. 
The closing date for receipt of the 2012 Single Payment/ Disadvantaged Area Scheme applica-
tion was the 15 May 2012.

Having considered the medical evidence it has been decided to accept the late application 
on an exceptional basis and payments related to the application will issue as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1026 answered with Question No. 1010.
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16/04/2013WRQQ03250Animal Welfare Expenditure

16/04/2013WRQQ033001027. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on reports that pet owners are being advised to euthanise their healthy pets for finan-
cial reasons; if he will confirm if there is help available from animal charities to assist pet own-
ers in financial difficulty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16716/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment provides funding to animal welfare organisations directly involved in animal care and 
welfare services.  In December 2012, funding of €1.365 million was awarded to 140 organisa-
tions. Members of the public should seek advice about pet care from their local animal welfare 
organisation. Details of the welfare bodies funded in 2012 are available on my Department’s 
website at: - 

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/animalwelfare/Listof-
organisations150113.doc.

16/04/2013WRQQ03450Agri-Environment Options Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRQQ035001028. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an application for an agri environment options scheme payment for a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork [16724/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €771.28 issued in respect of 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System, must be completed before any payment can issue. This application was also 
randomly selected for an on farm inspection which took place in November 2012.  During this 
inspection a non-compliance was identified in relation to the Riparian Margin action which re-
sulted in a penalty being incurred. An appeal was received by my Department in relation to this 
penalty and it is currently under review.  The person named will shortly be notified in writing 
of the result.

  Question No. 1029 answered with Question No. 1009.

16/04/2013WRQQ03750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ038001030. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive their disadvantaged area pay-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16775/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
reconciliation of sheep data held by my Department and taking account of additional informa-
tion recently received from the person named, processing of the application 2012 Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme application of the person named has recently been finalised. Payment will 
issue shortly.
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16/04/2013WRQQ03950Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRQQ040001031. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when payment under the single farm payment scheme will issue to a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16799/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the 2012 Single Payment/ Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the per-
son named on 13 April 2012. Advance payment under the Single Payment scheme issued on 16 
October 2012 and balancing payment issued on 3 December 2012.

16/04/2013WRQQ04150Organic Farming

16/04/2013WRQQ042001032. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
grant aid is available under the organic farming scheme to assist farmers in purchasing machin-
ery; the reason this does not cover the purchase of tractors or cattle trailers; if he will consider 
the extension of this scheme to purchase essential machinery such as trailers and tractors; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16811/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The aim of 
the Scheme of Grant Aid for the Development of the Organic sector, which is funded by the 
Exchequer is to facilitate the development of the organic sector so as to ensure a regular sup-
ply of high quality organic product to the market.  The Scheme provides financial assistance 
in respect of approved investments/development projects on agricultural holdings, including 
equipment and facilities for production, preparation, grading, packing, distribution and sale of 
organic products.  I have no plans at present to extend the Scheme to include the purchase of 
tractors or cattle trailers.

16/04/2013WRQQ04350Dairy Sector

16/04/2013WRQQ044001033. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will intervene on behalf of the milk producers of the country by asking the purchasers of 
the milk to increase the price per litre being paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16840/13]

16/04/2013WRQQ04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The price 
paid for milk is a commercial matter between milk producers and their purchasers, and is de-
termined by a combination of the international market for dairy products, the product mix of 
the dairy processor and the efficiency of processing.  As Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine I do not have a role in setting prices.  Dairy markets are quite strong at present, and a 
number of processors have announced an increase in their milk price in recent weeks.

While there will always be short term fluctuations in dairy prices, the medium term pros-
pects for global dairy markets are good.  Growth in global population and wealth is forecast to 
stimulate strong levels of demand for dairy products.  Against that background, I believe that 
prospects and opportunities for the dairy sector will expand significantly over the coming years.

16/04/2013WRRR00150Single Payment Scheme Eligibility
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16/04/2013WRRR002001034. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will respond to representations received regarding the Glenary commonage in County Water-
ford (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16850/13]

16/04/2013WRRR00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is important 
to point out that one of the primary provisions of the EU regulations governing payments under 
the Single Payment Scheme, the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and other area-based schemes 
is that the area of land declared by individual applicants must not exceed the total eligible area, 
as defined in the Regulations. Commission Regulation (EC) No 1122/2009 (which replaced 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 796/2004) provides that where there is an over-declaration 
of the area declared, applicants are not entitled to benefit from payment until the over-claim is 
resolved. The provisions of Regulation 1122/2009 also provide for the imposition of penalties 
in respect of over-declarations. The Deputy will be aware that the area claimed by the claimants 
for many years comprises of more land than there is available on Glenary Commonage for the 
purposes of the Single Payment Scheme and the other area-based schemes.

Furthermore, my Department has no jurisdiction in relation to disputes over Title, Owner-
ship or grazing claims to land.  All parties to this dispute have been made aware of this. The law 
on incorporal hereditaments is very complex. The establishment and loss of same is governed 
by the prescription acts and common law. In this case Legal Title is based on a Land Commis-
sion Vesting Order dated 30 June 1950. Other parties may have established grazing rights on the 
mountain and other parties may have lost same. This is obviously a matter of evidence and the 
Circuit or High Court has jurisdiction in the matter. The area is further complicated in that graz-
ing rights invariably attach to appurtenant lowland and from our experience the court orders 
obtained by claimants are based on the common law principles of ‘Levancy and Couchancy’. 
In simple terms this means that the right to graze is based upon the ability of a person’s lowland 
to sustain the sheep for the winter period.

I would also like to bring to the attention of the Deputy the efforts made by this Depart-
ment to find a resolution to this dispute. In particular, I wish to refer to the number of meetings 
organised by this Department at which efforts were made to resolve the dispute and allow pay-
ments to issue. In addition, officers of this Department have spent much time over many years 
in discussions with the parties involved. However, no resolution could be achieved despite the 
efforts made by this Department to secure a settlement. 

I would strongly urge all of the parties directly involved with this commonage and their 
representatives to come together and seek a resolution to this matter.  Their cooperation and 
agreement is the only way in which this matter can be resolved.

16/04/2013WRRR00350Control of Horses

16/04/2013WRRR004001035. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will consider introducing a publicly funded castration scheme for stallions in view of de-
tails supplied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16859/13]

16/04/2013WRRR00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Indiscrimi-
nate breeding of horses has the potential to create animal welfare problems and can lead to an 
increase in numbers of abandoned horses. In view of this, my Department is supportive of such 
initiatives as outlined by the Deputy and has been working with and funding Local Authorities 
in the context of their responsibilities for dealing with stray and abandoned horses under the 
Control of Horses Act, 1996. A protocol agreed between my Department and Local Authori-
ties in May 2012 dealt with castration of stallions in limited circumstances. My officials are in 
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the process of revising the May 2012 protocol and have recently proposed to Local Authorities 
that a voluntary programme for castration of stallions for persons reclaiming horses under the 
Control of Horses Act 1996 be explored.

16/04/2013WRRR00550Dairy Efficiency Programme

16/04/2013WRRR006001036. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
final payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary under the 2012 dairy 
efficiency programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16899/13]

16/04/2013WRRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments in 
respect of the 2012 Dairy Efficiency Programme commenced issuing on 15 March 2013. The 
application of the person named has recently been finalised and payment will issue directly to 
the nominated bank account as soon as possible.

16/04/2013WRRR00750Food Labelling

16/04/2013WRRR008001037. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has ordered any reviews of regulation regarding the mislabelling of fish following the UCD 
report which revealed that 28% of products labelled as cod in an Irish DNA study, contained 
substitutes  [16939/13]

16/04/2013WRRR009001038. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in view 
of the horse meat in beef controversy, the status of our fish industry in relation to labelling and 
traceability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16940/13]

16/04/2013WRRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1037 and 1038 together.

My colleague, the Minister for Health has overall responsibility for the general food label-
ling legislation.  

The Irish seafood industry comes under general food labelling legislation, including Regu-
lation (EC) No. 178/2002 (General Food Law) and Directive 2000/13/EC (labelling require-
ments for pre-packaged foods), which prohibit the misleading of consumers with food labels.  
These rules have been enhanced with the recent adoption of Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 
on the provision of food information to consumers.  The new Regulation extends explicit com-
pulsory origin.

16/04/2013WRRR01050Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRRR011001039. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) can expect outstanding payment under the agri environment options 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16942/13]

16/04/2013WRRR01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
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a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  This application was also 
randomly selected for an on farm inspection which took place in May 2012.  During this inspec-
tion non-compliances were identified in relation to the Species Rich Grassland and Alternative 
Water Source for Bovine actions which resulted in a penalty being incurred. The first instalment 
of 75% payment totalling €545.49 has issued in respect of 2011 and the balancing 25% payment 
for 2011 will issue shortly.  

Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative check-
ing process which includes verification of capital investments through checks on receipts. These 
checks have now been completed and following the payment for 2011, payment in respect of 
2012 will be finalised.

16/04/2013WRRR01250Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRRR013001040. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 597 of 26 February 2013 if his Department has finalised 
its consideration of the applicant’s entitlement to their 2008 single farm payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16950/13]

16/04/2013WRRR01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The review 
of this case has been completed in the interim and a letter issued to the applicant on 11 April 
2013 advising that, as a result of breaches relating to cattle identification and registration re-
quirements, a 100% penalty was being applied to the 2008 Single Payment Scheme application. 
The applicant has also been advised of the right to seek a review of this decision and also of the 
right to appeal the outcome of any such review, in due course, to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office.

16/04/2013WRRR01450Departmental Staff Redeployment

16/04/2013WRRR015001041. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will confirm the number of redeployment vacancies that currently exist and the associated 
grades, for public services employees in his Department in Portlaoise, County Laois [16964/13]

16/04/2013WRRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 
currently no redeployment vacancies in my Department’s office in Portlaoise.

16/04/2013WRRR01650Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

16/04/2013WRRR017001042. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on whether the targets of Food Harvest 2020 are achievable; if he is monitoring and 
reviewing progress; if his attention has been drawn to predictions that an expansion level of 
between only 20 and 30 per cent is realistically attainable; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16994/13]

16/04/2013WRRR01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am confi-
dent that the industry developed targets set out in Food Harvest 2020 are achievable.

The main targets in the Food Harvest report are by 2020 to increase the value of



16 April 2013

431

- Agriculture, food (including seafood) and drink exports by 42%

- Primary output in the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sector by 33% and

- Value added production by 40%

- In addition, a 50% increase in milk production and 78% increase in the volume of aqua-
culture production is envisaged.

Progress on these targets and the 215 recommendations in the Food Harvest report are 
monitored  and reviewed on an ongoing basis by the Food Harvest High Level Implementation 
Committee (HLIC) . The HLIC, which I chair, consists of the senior officials of all state agen-
cies involved in the agriculture, food and fisheries sector.  Their second report “Milestones for 
Success 2012”, published last July, provides a detailed account of progress achieved to date on 
all the recommendations in FH2020 (link following).  

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/agri-foodindustry/foodharvest2020/Report-
2012Milestonesforsucces021112.pdf  

In relation to your specific query, I am pleased to note that by end 2012, the value of overall 
primary production had risen by 21%, (2020 target 33%) and that the value of exports had in-
creased by 12%, (2020 target 42%).  By end 2010, the latest data available from the CSO, value 
added production had improved by 5.6%.

As you will be aware, the volume of milk production is currently constrained by EU quotas.  
Significant volume increase will not take place until the EU milk quotas are abolished in 2015.  
In the meantime, steps are being taken at primary and commercial level, through initiatives such 
as the dairy efficiency programme, capital investment in processing equipment, marketing and 
trade promotions, to ensure that the industry can capitalise on this valuable opportunity. 

Volume increase has already been achieved in fish processing levels which have risen by 
over 60% on the Food Harvest baseline figures.

  Questions Nos. 1043 and 1044 answered with Question No. 1010.

16/04/2013WRRR02150Forestry Sector

16/04/2013WRRR022001045. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will put in place a detailed independent review of the whole forest sector in Ireland, both 
Coillte and private, with a view to determine the changes that still need to be made to meet the 
challenges of the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17012/13]

16/04/2013WRRR02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An in-depth 
review of national forest policy is currently being finalised.  This review, arising from a Govern-
ment commitment that such be undertaken, commenced in 2010 and was undertaken by a group 
consisting of representatives of the forestry sector.  The review of forestry policy is currently in 
the process of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), which includes consultation with 
statutory bodies and the general public. It is anticipated that the process will be concluded by 
the end of July after which it is planned to issue the report, taking account of any further inputs 
received during the SEA process.

16/04/2013WRRR02350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals
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16/04/2013WRRR024001046. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will be notified of the outcome of their ap-
peal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17020/13]

16/04/2013WRRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare, and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.

The person named subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee. The Committee has adjudicated on this appeal and the person con-
cerned has been notified of the unsuccessful outcome, in writing, on 9 January 2013. As advised 
in that letter, it is open to the person named to pursue the matter with the Office of the Ombuds-
man.

16/04/2013WRRR02550Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRRR026001047. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [17049/13]

16/04/2013WRRR02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1 October 2010 and full payments totalling €778.72 and €3,215.73 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks for the 
2012 scheme year issues were identified in relation to the claimed area on the Traditional Hay 
Meadow action.  My Department is currently examining this issue with the intention of issuing 
payment for the 2012 scheme year at the earliest opportunity.

16/04/2013WRRR02750Single Payment Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRRR028001048. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 546 of the 26 February 2013 the reason payment has not issued 
to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17072/13]

16/04/2013WRRR02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As indicated 
in my reply to the previous Question regarding this matter, the reference areas of the particular 
land parcels required to be adjusted, in order to calculate the payment due, this calculation be-
ing on the basis of the recognised share which the person named has in the eligible lands of the 
parcels in question. As this adjustment has now been completed, the payment in question will 
issue in the coming days.

16/04/2013WRRR02950Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRRR030001049. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
under his proposals for a variable greening based on each farmer’s entitlements, the greening 
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element will remain the same for all individual farmers throughout the life of the forthcoming 
CAP or if it will change as farmers’ entitlements change under the common agricultural policy 
regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17076/13]

16/04/2013WRRR031001050. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the convergence model will also apply to the greening element as well as to the remainder of 
the single payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17077/13]

16/04/2013WRRR03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1049 and 1050 together.

I can confirm that the proposal I made for partial convergence, that has now been accepted 
by the Council as an option in its general approach, assumes that the greening element is ap-
plied as a fixed percentage of the basic payment.  Thus while it constitutes 30% of the national 
ceiling, it is applied proportionate to each farmer’s payment and converges at the same rate as 
the basic payment.

16/04/2013WRRR03250Common Agricultural Policy Reform

16/04/2013WRRR033001051. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of money that would be re-distributed under the convergence model after the 3% 
national reserve, the 2% young farmer provision and the crisis fund is allowed for as well as a 
7% coupled payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17078/13]

16/04/2013WRRR03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The database 
created by my Department, based on payments made to farmers in 2010, was established for 
the specific purpose of modelling the impacts of alternative approaches to internal convergence, 
rather than to deal with all of the Commission proposals on direct payments, such as the young 
farmer’s scheme, the national reserve, etc.  Thus, it does not capture the effects of reductions 
proposed to payments to fund the national reserve, the payment to young farmers, the crisis 
fund and coupled payments.  These proposed reductions are still the subject of negotiations and 
there is no certainty as to the final outcome.

In the case of the reductions proposed for the national reserve and the young farmers’ scheme, 
the percentages currently proposed are for maximum deductions of 3% and 2% respectively.  
However, the final deductions may be less – depending on the funding needs for these schemes.

As regards the crisis fund, there is an additional complication in that there is a disagreement 
between the Commission, Council and European Parliament as to whether annual payments 
below €5,000 should be exempt from deductions to finance this.  The Commission has proposed 
a franchise of €5,000.  The European Parliament has proposed no franchise and the Council has 
suggested a limit of €2,000.  This will have to be resolved before any meaningful modelling can 
be carried out on the impact.

Equally, there is disagreement between the three institutions on the level of coupling that 
should be allowed with the Commission arguing for a 5% limit in the case of Member States 
such as Ireland who have fully decoupled payments, the Council advocating a maximum level 
of 7% for these Member States and the European Parliament seeking a maximum of 15%.  And 
of course, coupled payments are proposed as an option for Member States.  I do not intend to 
take a decision whether to proceed with a deduction for coupled payments until the deal is fi-
nalised and the full outcome known.

Given the extent of variables that I have outlined above, it would be premature, in my view, 
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to attempt an exercise that would superimpose the impacts of various models of internal con-
vergence on the other factors playing out in these negotiations.

16/04/2013WRRR03450Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRRR035001052. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
when payment will issue. [17103/13]

16/04/2013WRRR03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare, and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.

The appeal of the person named was recently forwarded to the DAS Appeals Committee 
for consideration; immediately that Committee has adjudicated on this appeal, the person con-
cerned will be notified of its decision, in writing.

16/04/2013WRRR03650Aquaculture Licences

16/04/2013WRRR037001053. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the conditions of Part II, section 7 subsection 3 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 that 
will be included in an aquaculture licence for onshore coastal fish farms; the conditions that 
will be included in an aquaculture licence for offshore fish farms; for each of the conditions, the 
way in which they differ between those included on a licence for an onshore coastal fish farm 
and for a licence on an offshore farm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17104/13]

16/04/2013WRRR037501054. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
regarding an application for an aquaculture licence for an onshore coastal fish farm, the scien-
tific assessments that are carried out for each of the conditions of Part II, section 7 subsection 3 
of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997; the acceptable measures for each condition; the way a 
decision is reached as to which conditions will be included in such an aquaculture licence ap-
plication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17105/13]

16/04/2013WRRR03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1053 and 1054 together.

All applications for marine based aquaculture licences are considered by my Department in 
accordance with the provisions of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 and the Foreshore Act 
1933.

16/04/2013WRRR03950Forestry Premium

16/04/2013WRRR041001055. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding outstanding forestry payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17110/13]

16/04/2013WRRR04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Our records 
show that the applicant is registered with the Department’s Online Services. In October 2012, 
the Forest Service informed its clients who were registered online (including this applicant) 
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that their future premium payment applications would be processed online and that therefore 
it would not be sending paper Form 4s (i.e. the annual premium application form) for 2013 to 
those clients. This letter, however, invited the applicants to request a paper Form 4 in the event 
that they did not wish to apply for their 2013 annual premium using the online system. Our 
records show that the above named applicant did not request a paper Form 4.

As he has not applied online, a paper Form 4 will be sent to him by post shortly to enable 
him to apply for his premium. He may still apply online for his 2013 premium, or complete the 
paper Form 4 when he receives it.

16/04/2013WRSS00150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRSS002001056. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when REP scheme 4 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17167/13]

16/04/2013WRSS00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in October 2009 and received payment for the first two years of 
their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and accord-
ingly is subject to EU Regulation which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue. During the administrative check an issue 
was discovered in relation to Soil Samples which has resulted in the need for an amended plan. 
The plan has been received and is being examined with the intention of an early resolution and 
payment in respect of 2012.  

16/04/2013WRSS00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

16/04/2013WRSS004001057. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on their disadvantage 
area scheme appeal; the reason for the delay in issuing a reply; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17192/13]

16/04/2013WRSS00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare, and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.

Following the receipt of additional information from the applicant, the appeal has been re-
submitted to the DAS Appeals Committee for consideration; immediately that Committee has 
adjudicated on this appeal, the person concerned will be notified of its decision, in writing.

16/04/2013WRSS00550Live Exports

16/04/2013WRSS006001058. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has received a report on the last consignment of the shipping of cattle from Ireland to 
Libya detailing the condition of the cattle when they landed, injuries, deaths and so on; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17221/13]
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16/04/2013WRSS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The informa-
tion available to my Department from reports received from the exporters and from the ship 
owners is that all 2,882 cattle arrived fit and healthy in Libya. There were no mortalities. 

16/04/2013WRSS00750Harbours and Piers Expenditure

16/04/2013WRSS008001059. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
any funds will be allocated for the Dunmore East Harbour slip, County Waterford, this year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17242/13]

16/04/2013WRSS00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Dunmore 
East Fishery Harbour Centre in County Waterford is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour 
Centres, which are owned, managed and maintained by my Department.

I am happy to confirm to the Deputy that a project to widen the slipway on the West Wharf 
at Dunmore East Fishery Harbour Centre has been approved for funding under the 2013 Fishery 
Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme.

16/04/2013WRSS00950Dairy Sector

16/04/2013WRSS010001060. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an application to the 2012 scheme for new entrants to dairying (details sup-
plied) in County Limerick. [17317/13]

16/04/2013WRSS01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The refer-
ence number submitted above relates to an application received from a different named indi-
vidual. However it can be assumed, from other documentation received, that the person named 
in this PQ is the spouse of the applicant to the scheme.

The 2012 Scheme for New Entrants to Dairying concluded in August 2012.The results of 
the scheme were notified to each of the applicants at that time. 

This particular application was among more than 200 received in the Department, each 
seeking an allocation of 200,000 litres of milk quota under Category A – Brand New Entrant to 
Dairying. An independent assessment panel examined the applications on the basis of the cri-
teria as set out in the detailed rules of the scheme. This application, when compared against the 
other applications in this Category, did not receive a sufficiently high standard for an allocation 
of milk quota on that occasion.

I have recently announced the 2013 Scheme for New Entrants to Dairying. This is the last 
such scheme and has a closing date for receipt of applications of 7 June 2013. Further informa-
tion and application forms may be obtained from the Milk Quota Section in my Department.

16/04/2013WRSS01150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRSS012001061. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a person (details supplied) in County Galway will receive their agri-environment 
options scheme payment; the amount they will receive; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17388/13]
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16/04/2013WRSS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1st  November 2010 and full payments totalling €506.72 and €3,040.28 issued in re-
spect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifi-
cation System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  This application was also 
randomly selected for an on farm inspection which took place in October 2012.  During this 
inspection non-compliances were identified in relation to the Traditional Hay Meadow and 
Coppicing of Hedgerows actions which resulted in a penalty being incurred. Payment due in 
respect of the 2012 scheme year will issue shortly.

16/04/2013WRSS01350Animal Welfare Issues

16/04/2013WRSS014001062. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the digging out of foxes. [17427/13]

16/04/2013WRSS015001068. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his attention has been drawn to the reported growth of terriermen traffic between the UK 
and Ireland as stated in correspondence (details supplied); the actions that he intends taking in 
response to this letter; if he will cease the exchange of terriorwork between the two countries; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17490/13]

16/04/2013WRSS016001076. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding a consultation process on the Animal Welfare 
Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17710/13]

16/04/2013WRSS01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1062, 1068 and 1076 together. 

There has been a considerable consultation with many parties on the Animal Health and 
Welfare Bill. Provisions on the prohibition of animal cruelty are set out at Section 12 of the Bill. 
Section 25 of the Bill provides for the adoption of Codes of Practice for the purposes of provid-
ing practical guidance relating to any of the purposes of the Act. Sub-section 25(7) states that a 
failure to observe a code of practice (where there was a code of practice in effect at the time of 
the commission of an offence) is admissible in evidence before a court. The Bill provides for 
a consultation process in advance of codes being adopted and it is my intention to ensure that 
codes when adopted will be kept under review. 

With regard to the movement of terriers between Ireland and the UK, trade in live animals 
is regulated under EU legislation and it is not open to me to prohibit this trade as long as these 
regulations are complied with.

16/04/2013WRSS01750EU Directives

16/04/2013WRSS018001063. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason he voted against a proposed temporary Europe-wide ban on the use of Neonicotinoid 
insecticides, when the use of these insecticides have been scientifically linked to serious harm 
in bees, which provide a critical pollination service to the economy; and if he received any rep-
resentations from special interests in the matter. [17430/13]
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16/04/2013WRSS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
mission proposal was discussed at the EU Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal 
Health on 14/15 March 2013 and the resulting vote was inconclusive, with 14 Member States 
refusing to support the measures proposed by the Commission.  Accordingly, the matter will 
now be tabled at an Appeals Committee meeting in late April. 

I opposed the proposal on the basis that, procedurally, the EU Commission proposal should 
be based on the EFSA conclusions and current proposal seeks to go beyond these.  The proce-
dure to date has been for the Commission to approve (or not) an active substance, in consulta-
tion with the Member States.  Then each Member State approves, or not, products, containing 
those approved substances, and specifies risk mitigation measures, where appropriate.  The 
proposal is taking the decision making process away from Member States and thus ignores the 
principle of subsidiarity, whereby approval of an individual product at Member State level has 
heretofore been a matter of Member State competence.  I am concerned that a precedent may be 
set for the future handling of active substances and authorisation of products.

I also had some technical concerns with the proposal, including the proposed prohibition 
for use on some crops that are not attractive to bees and the proposed prohibition for use on 
crops based on the time of year that they would be sown.  Finally, I noted that the risk relating 
to the use of alternatives, to replace the prohibited neonicotinoids, has not been assessed or 
considered.  

Prior to the vote on the Commission proposal, I received correspondence from the chemi-
cal industry, the farming sector, non-governmental organisations and members of the general 
public.

16/04/2013WRSS01950Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRSS020001064. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine when a REP scheme payment will be processed in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17460/13]

16/04/2013WRSS02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
mentioned commenced REPS 3 in November 2006 and received all his payments under this 
contract.  His contract with REPS finished on 31st  October 2012.

16/04/2013WRSS02150Fisheries Offences

16/04/2013WRSS022001065. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider the reintroduction of the legal hunting of basking sharks in our waters; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17480/13]

16/04/2013WRSS02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Nature lists basking shark as an endangered species. The 
European Commission therefore prohibit EU vessels to fish for, to retain on board, to tranship 
or to land  basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus). This is given effect by Article 12 of COUNCIL 
REGULATION (EU) No 39/2013.

16/04/2013WRSS02350Aquaculture Development
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16/04/2013WRSS024001066. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the effect that there have been disease outbreaks in a number of 
salmon cage installations along the west coast, one of which is amoebic gill disease; if he will 
give details of the locations of these outbreaks and whether the disease has caused high mortali-
ties and the closure of open salmon cage installations; if the treatment of the disease prevents 
the management of lice levels, in view of the fact that the fish will not feed and be able to take 
medication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17488/13]

16/04/2013WRSS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment is aware that Amoebic Gill Disease (AGD) related mortality has occurred in Atlantic 
salmon installations along the western seaboard in late 2011 and 2012.  My Department is not 
aware that the mortality has caused the closure of farms, but marine sites are fallowed regularly 
as part of best practice and to fulfil licence conditions.

The treatment of choice for Neoparamoeba perurans , the causative agent of AGD, is to 
bathe the fish in freshwater for 2-3 hours, which causes lysis (cell breakdown) of the pathogen.  
Such freshwater treatments also assist with the treatment of sea lice infestation.

AGD does not prevent the management of sea lice infestations. My Department’s policy 
on sea lice management is strictly evidence based.  The control protocols are operated by the 
Marine Institute on behalf of the State and are more advanced that those operated in other juris-
dictions for the following reasons:

- the inspection regime is totally independent of the industry

- data obtained as a result of inspections is published

- treatment trigger levels are set at a low level

The control protocols have been the subject of detailed investigation and testing by the EU 
Commission which has confirmed that it regards the sea lice protocols operated in Ireland as 
representing best practice internationally.

16/04/2013WRSS02550Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

16/04/2013WRSS026001067. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment will issue for a suckler welfare scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17489/13]

16/04/2013WRSS02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered seven animals under the 2012 Suckler Scheme. According to the information 
received from the applicant, three of these animals were sold before they were weaned and meal 
was not provided to the fourth animal for the required four weeks prior to weaning. Information 
is awaited for the remaining three animals and the matter cannot be progressed until these data 
have been received.  Pre-weaning and post-weaning forms, which issued to the person named 
in respect of these three animals on 3rd  February 2013, have not been returned as yet.

Eleven animals were registered in the 2011 Suckler Scheme. Payment has already issued in 
respect of six of these animals. An issue has recently been resolved relating to one other animal 
and payment will issue in the near future.  The applicant has been advised that a review sought 
of the decision to reject payment for one other animal has been unsuccessful and of the right 
of appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Unit.  A number of letters issued on 18 January 2013 in 
relation to outstanding issues concerning the remaining three animals and no response has been 
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received to date. This matter cannot be progressed until these issues have been addressed.

  Question No. 1068 answered with Question No. 1062.

16/04/2013WRSS02850Animal Welfare Issues

16/04/2013WRSS029001069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the extent that animal welfare regulations are applicable in respect of horses other than 
bloodstock or sport horses; the extent to which traceability applies or proposed to apply to such 
animals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17605/13]

16/04/2013WRSS030001070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will set out the degree of traceability, ownership or other forms of supervision which ap-
plies to horses not deemed to be bloodstock or sport horses; whether animal welfare guidelines 
are met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17606/13]

16/04/2013WRSS03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1069 and 1070 together. 

The European Communities (Welfare of farmed animals) Regulations 2010, S.I. No. 311 
of 2010 gives effect to a series of European Directives concerning the protection of animals, 
including horses, kept for farming purposes. Department Veterinary Inspectors are designated 
authorised officers under these Regulations.  The provisions of the Protection of animals Act 
1911, as amended by 1995 Act, applies in the case of cruelty to all animals.

The identification and registration of equines is governed by EU Council Directives 90/426/
EEC and 90/427/EEC and Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008. The latter regulation, 
which came into effect on 1 July 2009, provides that equine animals registered after that date   
must be identified with a passport and a microchip. This regulation applies to all equines, in-
cluding equines not deemed to be bloodstock or sport horses.

The EU legislation relating to the identification and traceability of equines has been trans-
posed into national legislation via S.I. No. 357 of 2011 - European Communities (Equine) 
Regulations 2011 (as amended).  This legislation provides that if an equine animal has not been 
identified within six months of the date of its birth, or by the 31st  of December in the year of its 
birth, whichever date occurs later, then the equine animal cannot be admitted to the food chain. 
S.I. No 357 of 2011 was amended in September 2012 by S.I. 371 of 2012 in order to strengthen 
the powers of the Minister in relation to approval of an issuing body for equine passports and 
prosecutions in relation to equine identification and to make it an offence to forge or tamper 
with an equine passport. Passports are essential in the control and prevention of disease, in 
public health and animal welfare.

My Department introduced enhanced legislation and procedures in relation to the registra-
tion of horse premises such that, from 1 May 2012, anyone who is the owner/person in charge 
of any premises on which horses are kept is required to register the premises with my Depart-
ment.  Keepers seeking to register equines are required to have a herd number registered with 
my Department and to keep records of movements on/off their premises. This legislation ap-
plies to all equines.

16/04/2013WRSS03150Grant Payments

16/04/2013WRSS032001071. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the number of farmers who applied under the disadvantaged areas payment, agri environment 
option scheme payment and REP scheme for the years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
to date in 2013, in tabular form, the payments made for each scheme on a county basis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17619/13]

16/04/2013WRSS03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The figures 
are as set out in the tables below. The figures for REPS for the years prior to 2012 are available 
on my Department’s website.

REPS Breakdown by Scheme and County 

 - - 2012 - 2013 (to end 
March )

County Participants 
Paid 

Amount Paid Participants 
Paid 

Amount Paid

CARLOW 296 €2,569,467.78 45 €308,222.97
CAVAN 982 €5,736,112.04 164 €842,906.28
CLARE 1273 €8,825,292.64 198 €964,896.90
CORK 3070 €21,855,354.13 665 €3,632,957.20
DONEGAL 1754 €10,844,597.73 103 €514,976.55
DUBLIN 34 €188,391.37 9 €26,029.98
GALWAY 2269 €14,422,013.00 841 €4,419,515.93
KERRY 1848 €16,040,866.00 405 €2,282,543.23
KILDARE 237 €1,447,405.30 77 €424,567.08
KILKENNY 739 €6,035,550.68 151 €915,281.57
LAOIS 582 €3,575,167.17 115 €556,178.36
LEITRIM 779 €5,108,529.05 149 €736,079.46
LIMERICK 1255 €9,324,452.05 167 €980,395.99
LONGFORD 574 €3,227,547.67 94 €413,907.34
LOUTH 201 €1,261,482.53 25 €157,350.48
MAYO 2440 €16,322,212.26 641 €3,346,956.21
MEATH 505 €3,408,980.40 55 €319,704.26
MONAGHAN 836 €4,486,457.27 98 €375,393.54
OFFALY 652 €4,127,852.02 60 €325,607.07
ROSCOMMON 1234 €6,686,047.86 204 €854,198.04
SLIGO 878 €5,139,009.92 125 €526,180.25
TIPPERARY 
(NR)

791 €5,850,475.73 108 €675,060.11

TIPPERARY 
(SR)

935 €6,991,846.16 136 €877,916.43

WATERFORD 639 €5,921,818.69 84 €538,534.74
WESTMEATH 670 €4,204,855.32 77 €404,552.67
WEXFORD 862 €6,919,989.56 91 €568,374.14
WICKLOW 370 €3,207,400.75 97 €622,170.82
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                    2007 DAS                                               2008 DAS

County 
Name

Applied Paid Gross Amount Applied Paid Gross Amount

Carlow 767 766 €1,902,904.83 767 761 €1,880,382.75
Cavan 4,952 4,934 €11,633,686.95 4,915 4,894 €11,614,346.48
Clare 6,204 6,192 €16,738,172.66 6,201 6,170 €16,660,809.96
Cork 7,203 7,166 €19,608,315.61 7,177 7,125 €19,547,634.54
Donegal 8,299 8,246 €22,142,608.02 8,323 8,272 €22,225,760.05
Dublin 146 146 €366,912.44 136 134 €339,203.98
Galway 12,409 12,376 €29,618,603.40 12,408 12,312 €29,523,914.43
Kerry 7,709 7,682 €21,936,225.37 7,727 7,684 €21,980,549.87
Kildare 518 515 €1,142,383.47 513 507 €1,132,172.07
Kilkenny 1,817 1,813 €4,679,733.16 1,799 1,785 €4,606,802.58
Laois 1,707 1,703 €4,044,344.61 1,710 1,703 €4,031,424.74
Leitrim 3,499 3,486 €8,597,977.96 3,499 3,473 €8,577,564.42
Limerick 2,972 2,960 €6,811,710.07 2,969 2,949 €6,774,555.12
Longford 2,431 2,421 €5,859,190.52 2,416 2,400 €5,811,336.76
Louth 783 778 €1,511,904.06 767 763 €1,467,164.99
Mayo 11,710 11,671 €27,641,299.82 11,707 11,618 €27,578,503.32
Meath 1,334 1,327 €2,872,019.33 1,324 1,317 €2,857,938.14
Monaghan 4,126 4,115 €8,881,282.51 4,132 4,106 €8,872,654.50
Offaly 2,406 2,405 €5,609,768.23 2,403 2,395 €5,555,302.26
Roscom-
mon

5,835 5,819 €13,866,291.16 5,833 5,792 €13,798,265.72

Sligo 4,086 4,076 €9,711,788.81 4,077 4,059 €9,691,763.17
Tipperary 4,557 4,520 €11,641,440.22 4,517 4,488 €11,579,369.07
Waterford 1,488 1,477 €3,882,968.98 1,487 1,471 €3,853,810.14
Westmeath 2,636 2,618 €6,187,509.53 2,627 2,599 €6,164,291.34
Wexford 1,450 1,448 €3,216,580.24 1,436 1,425 €3,155,567.54
Wicklow 1,762 1,754 €5,159,989.80 1,752 1,732 €5,080,598.69

                     2009 DAS                               2010 DAS

County 
Name 

Applied Paid Gross Amount Applied Paid Gross Amount

Carlow 760 758 €1,660,308.99 751 748 €1,632,283.58
Cavan 4,864 4,838 €10,407,708.35 4,822 4,796 €10,311,563.37
Clare 6,135 6,111 €14,682,906.06 6,116 6,091 €14,556,095.54
Cork 7,138 7,105 €16,971,871.69 7,124 7,072 €16,732,265.78
Donegal 8,277 8,225 €19,397,277.26 8,203 8,158 €19,109,600.30
Dublin 135 132 €288,413.94 128 124 €281,563.26
Galway 12,204 12,128 €26,333,966.12 12,149 12,044 €26,032,938.12
Kerry 7,693 7,656 €18,918,318.88 7,679 7,626 €18,764,558.03
Kildare 505 505 €982,945.42 526 520 €999,629.23
Kilkenny 1,783 1,776 €3,973,756.88 1,775 1,765 €3,946,507.12



16 April 2013

443

County 
Name 

Applied Paid Gross Amount Applied Paid Gross Amount

Laois 1,706 1,701 €3,560,283.14 1,707 1,697 €3,548,693.10
Leitrim 3,470 3,462 €7,707,430.30 3,473 3,443 €7,629,329.69
Limerick 2,945 2,940 €6,038,967.24 2,944 2,932 €5,984,160.63
Longford 2,395 2,385 €5,192,540.28 2,384 2,369 €5,149,352.99
Louth 760 752 €1,311,579.23 757 748 €1,296,665.43
Mayo 11,542 11,489 €24,671,597.68 11,541 11,463 €24,428,394.20
Meath 1,317 1,313 €2,511,921.30 1,310 1,302 €2,499,013.25
Monaghan 4,078 4,067 €8,081,237.29 4,073 4,049 €8,007,049.51
Offaly 2,380 2,373 €4,893,457.47 2,378 2,365 €4,885,204.33
Roscom-
mon

5,766 5,735 €12,482,134.87 5,741 5,708 €12,405,671.46

Sligo 4,035 4,018 €8,697,590.15 4,032 4,007 €8,653,116.22
Tipperary 4,512 4,495 €10,011,455.59 4,502 4,482 €9,969,209.57
Waterford 1,444 1,436 €3,259,437.67 1,437 1,426 €3,221,377.81
Westmeath 2,611 2,598 €5,370,834.95 2,627 2,604 €5,388,575.98
Wexford 1,412 1,404 €2,780,097.84 1,433 1,415 €2,794,828.51
Wicklow 1,725 1,712 €4,269,866.01 1,722 1,712 €4,278,518.20

                    2011 DAS                                         2012 DAS

County 
Name

Applied Paid Gross Amount Applied Paid Amount

Carlow 748 748 €1,639,629.08 757 707 €1,456,085.49
Cavan 4,845 4,821 €10,293,557.40 4,850 4,587 €9,939,678.22
Clare 6,138 6,104 €14,564,195.57 6,137 5,777 €13,920,853.21
Cork 7,127 7,072 €16,706,171.56 7,122 6,695 €15,336,202.70
Donegal 8,371 8,291 €19,319,758.48 8,483 7,588 €17,607,216.60
Dublin 133 129 €289,370.03 134 116 €250,656.27
Galway 12,205 12,041 €26,022,065.04 12,176 11,126 €24,132,447.47
Kerry 7,722 7,677 €18,791,259.43 7,723 7,139 €17,616,230.10
Kildare 516 511 €986,550.58 523 464 €825,865.49
Kilkenny 1,766 1,761 €3,935,087.79 1,770 1,661 €3,484,121.05
Laois 1,713 1,703 €3,538,411.67 1,726 1,610 €3,190,370.99
Leitrim 3,494 3,465 €7,695,553.21 3,483 3,215 €7,242,384.22
Limerick 2,929 2,916 €5,986,194.60 2,934 2,714 €5,370,135.61
Longford 2,389 2,376 €5,161,629.71 2,391 2,265 €4,977,064.65
Louth 749 743 €1,299,098.15 756 683 €1,139,884.78
Mayo 11,582 11,532 €24,611,218.12 11,621 10,667 €22,843,470.80
Meath 1,322 1,316 €2,523,564.99 1,355 1,260 €2,297,512.50
Monaghan 4,094 4,060 €8,002,936.82 4,108 3,860 €7,655,644.53
Offaly 2,398 2,381 €4,877,159.16 2,397 2,244 €4,485,642.88
Roscom-
mon

5,748 5,701 €12,384,819.85 5,747 5,390 €11,885,215.08
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County 
Name

Applied Paid Gross Amount Applied Paid Amount

Sligo 4,041 4,021 €8,647,276.27 4,063 3,707 €8,067,455.66
Tipperary 4,533 4,505 €9,962,348.88 4,536 4,234 €9,027,771.48
Waterford 1,433 1,416 €3,209,845.59 1,449 1,325 €2,716,227.61
Westmeath 2,641 2,631 €5,418,027.06 2,653 2,499 €5,067,004.38
Wexford 1,425 1,418 €2,760,315.87 1,432 1,277 €2,351,296.79
Wicklow 1,734 1,722 €4,266,186.97 1,751 1,599 €3,895,898.14

Scheme County Applicants Total 2010 Total 2011 Total 2012 
AEOS I Carlow 116 €83,524.83 €361,950.83 €329,893.47

Cavan 276 €224,017.83 €822,132.11 €708,207.56
Clare 424 €406,890.70 €1,597,775.04 €1,466,241.32
Cork 628 €419,478.16 €1,832,968.00 €1,566,737.64
Donegal 757 €558,565.90 €2,554,599.33 €2,349,948.96
Dublin 21 €14,353.58 €53,618.03 €47,385.46
Galway 967 €777,644.58 €3,340,862.43 €2,818,870.21
Kerry 428 €296,710.80 €1,290,413.53 €1,165,270.92
Kildare 102 €88,336.49 €307,223.23 €269,226.84
Kilkenny 316 €264,219.12 €1,066,193.22 €880,750.14
Laois 234 €142,435.11 €673,080.88 €578,845.85
Leitrim 435 €468,950.04 €1,670,010.49 €1,403,499.74
Limerick 356 €240,115.22 €987,605.77 €855,073.28
Longford 127 €141,434.82 €468,403.43 €398,951.01
Louth 75 €38,035.38 €198,796.96 €188,211.06
Mayo 1059 €802,792.79 €3,665,622.46 €3,187,613.45
Meath 216 €181,615.60 €677,666.93 €647,080.09
Monaghan 261 €234,747.88 €758,129.03 €662,264.63
Offaly 161 €155,329.55 €560,182.76 €503,702.74
Roscommon 455 €440,350.41 €1,696,026.34 €1,517,777.96
Sligo 340 €297,069.63 €1,208,695.39 €1,108,179.94
Tipperary 490 €390,912.19 €1,545,729.93 €1,354,378.89
Waterford 189 €104,741.15 €516,837.86 €464,034.46
Westmeath 273 €246,618.23 €914,257.49 €794,155.93
Wexford 255 €134,284.92 €742,630.26 €601,864.14
Wicklow 130 €98,727.45 €377,528.78 €307,529.91

Scheme County Applicants Total 2010 Total 2011 Total 2012 
AEOS II Carlow 38 €28,065.71 €65,867.21

Cavan 220 €142,994.47 €277,160.06
Clare 404 €339,663.07 €717,695.77
Cork 438 €264,122.76 €543,030.53
Donegal 966 €800,865.40 €1,675,857.99
Dublin 8 €4,368.06 €11,119.73
Galway 899 €711,209.02 €1,287,786.07
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Scheme County Applicants Total 2010 Total 2011 Total 2012 
Kerry 429 €330,814.25 €641,684.43
Kildare 45 €22,067.42 €42,652.13
Kilkenny 145 €79,214.91 €135,805.87
Laois 92 €50,613.60 €99,051.41
Leitrim 243 €228,987.51 €395,533.62
Limerick 231 €174,601.52 €259,144.12
Longford 100 €71,509.92 €74,654.70
Louth 39 €21,185.09 €60,762.19
Mayo 970 €774,664.95 €1,684,601.60
Meath 100 €54,448.45 €71,862.25
Monaghan 137 €77,470.62 €126,766.65
Offaly 107 €70,017.51 €136,357.37
Roscommon 391 €299,163.28 €517,689.76
Sligo 220 €180,486.84 €318,026.68
Tipperary 294 €196,388.91 €298,442.08
Waterford 67 €32,549.06 €54,991.30
Westmeath 147 €100,154.63 €180,649.84
Wexford 104 €47,112.82 €94,044.74
Wicklow 74 €49,988.77 €104,368.93

Agricultural Productivity

16/04/2013WRSS034001072. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the analysis that has been done on a county or regional basis in regard to agricultural produc-
tivity in the dairy, beef and sheep sectors; and the linkages that have been established, if any, 
between the level of production and the size of the single farm payment.  [17622/13]

16/04/2013WRSS03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has primarily used stocking density to measure agricultural productivity.  While stocking 
density does not represent all the elements of agricultural productivity, it is a tangible and pre-
cise measurement of activity where data from my Department is readily available. The follow-
ing analysis has been carried out at national level as part of my Department’s analysis of CAP 
reform options.

The following table sets out the stocking density rates derived from the 2010 SPS database, 
expressed in categories of payment per hectare, and with arable land excluded.  This shows that, 
in general, farmers with payments per hectare above the national average (€272/ha) had sig-
nificantly higher stocking densities that farmers with payments below the national average.  Of 
course there would be individual exceptions to these results.  It seems reasonable to infer that 
most of the farmers on high payment rates per hectare must have had a high stocking density in 
the original reference period for decoupled payments, as this would explain why their payment 
rates are above average in the first place.

Payment category € per ha, 
2010 SPS database

No. of farms Average Stocking Density 
per ha*

zero payment, some area 76 n/a
0 to 20 1,991 0.35
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Payment category € per ha, 
2010 SPS database

No. of farms Average Stocking Density 
per ha*

20 to 50 4,204 0.31
50 to 100 10,462 0.45
100 to 150 13,137 0.71
150 to 200 15,400 0.99
200 to 244.87 15,109 1.23
< €244.87 
(< 90% of nat avg)

60,379 0.80

244.87 to 272.07 
(90% to 100%)

9,230 1.39

272.02 to 300 9,529 1.48
300 to 350 14,376 1.60
350 to 400 10,992 1.72
400 to 450 6,814 1.79
450 to 500 4,124 1.81
500 to 550 2,692 1.81
550 to 600 1,681 1.81
600 to 650 1,070 1.82
650 to 700 697 1.89
700 to 750 416 1.75
750 to 800 356 1.89
800 to 850 208 1.90
850 to 900 140 1.85
900 to 950 77 1.74
950 to 1,000 78 1.65
1,000+ 221 1.92
> 272.07 
(>100% of nat avg)

53,471 1.68

TOTAL 123,080 1.24
*Stocking density calculated as: total area minus arable area, divided by total livestock units

Previous analysis by my Department found that, even when examined at District Electoral 
Division (DED) level, there was a considerable variation in stocking densities between indi-
vidual farmers, with those on higher payment rates having a higher stocking density than those 
on lower payment rates.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

16/04/2013WRSS036001073. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to an application submitted under AEOS 3 in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary; when a decision will issue in this case; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17632/13]

16/04/2013WRSS03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 30th  November 2012 and an acknowledgement letter has issued to the person 
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named. The processing of all applications is nearing completion and I expect to be in a position 
to inform all applicants of the outcome in the next few weeks. In the event that any queries arise 
on the application of the person named during this process officials in my Department will be 
in direct contact with the person named.

Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

16/04/2013WRSS038001074. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the sale of Coillte’s harvesting rights have been discussed with any potential buyers; if 
so who; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17633/13]

16/04/2013WRSS03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be con-
sidered for sale, NewERA, Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my 
Department have worked to examine the financial and other implications of developing the 
potential of Coillte’s forest assets.  Substantial work has been undertaken in the interim on the 
consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights.  
The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its conclusion.

In relation to the overall State Asset Disposal Programme, under the “Protocol on Meetings 
with Market Participants/Advisers, in the context of the Government’s announcement on the 
disposal of State Assets  ” as issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on 23 
March 2012, a structured, formal process of engagement was put in place to meet with market 
participants/advisers. The objective of this process is to get a view on the level of potential in-
terest in particular assets and hear of any concerns about specific issues, etc., in advance of the 
commencement of any formal disposal process.  The procedure as envisaged under the protocol 
is important in terms of the various Government entities involved presenting a single consistent 
and coherent front to market participants and/or advisers in advance of the commencement of 
any formal disposal process. I understand that, following the receipt of formal requests under 
the procedure outlined in the protocol, meetings with potential market participants/advisers and 
concerned parties have taken place with the objective of receiving the perspectives of those 
requesting the meetings.

Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

16/04/2013WRSS040001075. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a single farm payment is no longer paid to to a person (details supplied) in County 
Mayo; the options available to them to have this decision changed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17634/13]

16/04/2013WRSS04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The persons 
named became registered as owners of a herd number on the 16th  May 2008. The previous reg-
istered herd owner held single payment entitlements but they were not transferred to the persons 
named when they took over the herd number. The previous registered herd owner is deceased.

An official from my department wrote to the persons named on the 30th  June 2009 advising 
them of the need to transfer the entitlements from the account of the previous registered herd 
owner to their account. The necessary form to make the application was also provided. The 
persons named did not make an application. As they hold no single payment entitlements they 
do not qualify for any single payments.



Questions - Written Answers

448

An official from my department wrote to the solicitors administering the estate of the previ-
ous registered herd owner on the 18th January 2011 cautioning that the single payment entitle-
ments were at risk because of non usage. No response was received. The official wrote again 
on the 11th  January 2012 advising that the entitlements had reverted to the National Reserve 
for non usage.

One of the persons named wrote to my department on the 13th  February 2012 appealing 
the reversion of the entitlements, but as the appeal did not disclose any force majeure case, the 
appeal was refused.

  Question No. 1076 answered with Question No. 1062.

Children in Care

16/04/2013WRSS043001077. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cur-
rent capacity of medium to long term residential care beds in County Donegal specifically 
designated for children and teenagers awaiting long term foster care or identified at being at 
risk or temporarily removed from the family home; the number of persons in County Donegal 
who have availed of this service in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012; the locations of the 
beds in the county; the number of social workers and other staff employed in residential care of 
children and teenagers identified as being at risk or awaiting foster care in County Donegal; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16335/13]

16/04/2013WRSS04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

Homelessness Strategy

16/04/2013WRSS045001078. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide an update on her plans to assist young persons trapped in homeless accomodation. 
[17613/13]

16/04/2013WRSS04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The definition of 
youth homelessness includes children that fall into three groups; (i) children who mainly reside 
with their families but due to an emergency, need care and accommodation immediately, (ii) 
children and young people who are defined as at risk of homelessness i.e. who may be staying 
with different friends and acquaintances, who do not have a stable base and (iii) children and 
young people who are found to be ‘sleeping rough’.

Since the National Youth Homelessness Strategy was developed in 2001, a number of dif-
ferent schemes have been put in place to address the different needs of children, that is young 
people under 18 years who are at risk of homelessness.

-   The HSE has put in place a  national standardised system whereby Gardaí can access 
an appropriate place of safety (a foster family) for children found to be at risk or in need of care 
at night or at weekends. This is provided for  under Section 12 of the Child Care Act, 1991. The 
service has eliminated  the placing of children in a hospital setting due to a family emergency. 
Children stay in the emergency foster care placement for between one and three nights (over 
a weekend) until the local social work service is available to deal with the case. Examples of 
when this is needed is where a parent/s may have an emergency admission to hospital, or where 
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a parent is found to be unable or unfit to care for a child in the immediate situation. 

-   The HSE provides and funds preventative services to identify to children and families 
to avoid situations where children leave home due to discord or abuse. Theses service include 
family support, youth services, family therapy and counselling. 

-   A small number of short term residential hostel places are available to   support for 
young people under 18  who are out of home. 

The Programme for Government 2011-2016 commits inter-alia, to (i) end long term home-
lessness and the need to sleep rough for all (ii) review and update the existing Homeless Strat-
egy. 

A review of progress of my Department’s National Strategy for Youth Homelessness (for 
under 18)  was undertaken in 2008 by the HSE in conjunction with other agencies, and found 
that significant progress had been made, especially in the areas of interagency cooperation, 
early prevention and an ‘out of hours’ service. A major decrease in demand for hostel places 
was found. 

My Department  engaged the Centre for Effective Services (CES) to undertake a review of 
the implementation of the Youth Homelessness Strategy, 2001, to establish the extent that the 
strategy has been successful and to identify any blockages or challenges to its implementation. 
CES has consulted with the relevant service providers, NGOs and young people as part of this 
process. The report is now complete and I plan to publish it shortly. 

The Report will indicate that there have been significant improvements in the service re-
sponse to youth homelessness in the last 10 years. Improved services for children in care, espe-
cially for older teenagers are evident. Positive implications of the changed responses to youth 
homelessness can be deduced from the fact no child under the age of 18 was found to be sleep-
ing rough during the rough sleeper counts conducted by the Dublin Region Homeless in Dublin 
in November 2011.  My Department will examine recommendations in conjunction with the 
HSE and other Government Departments. 

My Department and the HSE are working closely with the Department of the Environment 
to support young people over 18 years in aftercare, and other vulnerable young people to make 
the transition to stable accommodation.

16/04/2013WRTT00150Child Death Review Group Report

16/04/2013WRTT002001079. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the action 
she has taken following on from the report of the independent child death review group; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [17524/13]

16/04/2013WRTT00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I indicated when 
I published the report of the Independent Child Death Review Group (ICDRG) that I welcome 
the findings and recommendations of this report, and that I accept fully the need for action in 
the areas identified. 

At an operational level the HSE has developed an implementation plan which responds 
to each of the recommendations in the Review Report. This plan identifies persons with key 
responsibility for actions, timelines for those actions and a review of the current position. The 
plan will be reviewed at intervals until all the actions are completed. With regard to progress on 
implementation there have been a number of key developments including substantive improve-
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ments in social work case allocation and case planning.

The necessary actions are being implemented in the context of the Government’s reform 
programme for children’s services, the most radical reform of child welfare and protection 
services ever undertaken in the State. The integrated delivery of these reforms will ensure that 
responses to many of the ICDRG recommendations will be mainstreamed into the work pro-
gramme of the new Child and Family Support Agency.

At a broader policy and legislative level, detailed work is also underway to implement the 
ICDRG recommendations as follows:

Legislative Reform

- In order to support the rights of children generally, and particularly those who require the 
intervention of child welfare and protection services, the Constitutional referendum on children 
was held in November 2012.  Issues related to the in camera rule and child care court proceed-
ings have also been subject to legislation.  The Child Care Act 1991 (Section 29(7) Regulations 
were made in November 2012 facilitating the public reporting of child care court proceedings 
by researchers.  These regulations have facilitated an independent project under Dr Carol Coul-
ter which is carrying out research, for publication, on child care hearings in the courts.  The 
Government has recently published the Court Bill 2013 to directly address issues related to the 
in camera rule.  The draft Heads of the Children First Bill were considered by the Oireachtas 
Committee on Health & Children and the report of the Committee is being considered by my 
Department in the development of these legislative proposals.  Consideration is also being giv-
en to strengthening legislation regarding the provision of aftercare.  I recently met with experts 
and representatives of organisations working with young people in care to discuss the approach. 

Organisational Reform

- The Child and Family Agency will be an essential vehicle for ensuring the ethos of quality 
and accountability called for by the ICDRG is strongly reflected in children’s services.  

Operational Reform

- A central feature of the new Agency will be a new Service Delivery Framework which 
will prioritise serious child protection referrals while providing for development of new ‘Local 
Area Pathways’ which will involve a greater use of community-based services to address child 
and family welfare concerns in a timely & effective manner.  Significant work has taken place 
in relation to this service redesign;

- A group has been established in the HSE to work with the Irish Youth Justice Service on 
the needs of the most vulnerable youths, in line with the needs highlighted in the Child Deaths 
Report;

- Work is progressing on development of a National Child Care Information System to com-
prehensively address issues of record keeping and data management.  The procurement process 
is now at contract stage;

- Two out-of-hours pilot projects in Donegal and Cork were commenced and independently 
evaluated.  The HSE has reviewed the Evaluation Report and prepared a business case for a 
National Out of Hours Social Work Service.  The HSE is in discussion with relevant staff rep-
resentative associations.

Workforce Development
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- This Government completed the recruitment of 260 additional social workers proposed in 
the Ryan Report Implementation Plan.  Over 1,400 social workers are employed in Children 
and Family Support Services and the introduction of 260 additional social workers represents a 
significant strengthening of the workforce;

- Arrangements for the induction, training and supervision of these staff have been put in 
place;

- Support for all staff includes the introduction of national guidance, such as Child Protec-
tion and Welfare Practice Handbook, and supervision of the implementation of this guidance.

Oversight

- Last July, I launched the first-ever HIQA ‘National Standards on Protection and Welfare 
of Children’. HIQA recently announced the commencement of inspections of child protection 
services, in line with new standards;

- 10 cases identified in the ICDRG report have been referred for independent review under 
Dr. Helen Buckley.  One of these reviews has already been completed;

- Specific work is proceeding in relation to the Review Group’s recommendations regarding 
mechanisms for the independent review of child deaths.  It is necessary to ensure that any such 
arrangements are developed in a manner that is fully consistent with the major organisational 
reforms currently in train including the transfer of child protection services from the HSE to the 
CFSA and the recent expansion of HIQA’s inspection regime to cover all child protection ser-
vices.  My Department has also consulted with colleagues in the North in order to share learning 
from the respective approaches to child death review.

I trust these details illustrate the seriousness with which the ICDRG report is being ad-
vanced.  Finally, my Department has also used the detailed research undertaken in the report to 
highlight more general policy issues across Government, including for example discussions on 
the preparation of a National Substance Misuse Strategy, which is expected to be considered by 
Government shortly.

16/04/2013WRTT00350Anti-Social Behaviour

16/04/2013WRTT004001080. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his 
attention has been drawn to the relationship between youth services in Dublin and community 
policing, and impact of this in reducing crime and anti-social behaviour in working class com-
munities, and that cuts to funding of such services will alter this relationship and put addi-
tional pressure on disadvantaged communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16036/13]

16/04/2013WRTT00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the provision 
of youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those 
from disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at 
risk young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young 
Peoples Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects.  
These projects and schemes operate in Dublin City and throughout the country. These supports 
are designed to be preventative and to address a range of issues affecting young people and their 
communities including early school leaving, unemployment, drug/substance misuse, youth 
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homelessness, and the impact of problems to do with juvenile crime and anti-social behaviour. 
Young people are provided with a wide range of programmes and activities, which respond to 
their needs, interests, capacity and age profile. 

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding.

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

My colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality has overall responsibility in the area of 
crime and anti-social behaviour and his Department funds a range of  youth services, in par-
ticular Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) and Young Person Probation Projects (YPP), 
in areas of greatest need with a specific youth crime intervention approach, targeting those in-
volved in or at risk of offending behaviour through early intervention work. These services are 
linking with other youth services provided by my Department to support effective crime pre-
vention approaches by equipping young people with experiences and skills and competences 
that will enhance their development and their positive engagement in their local communities.

16/04/2013WRTT00550Departmental Strategies

16/04/2013WRTT006001081. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
development of socially funded child care, after-school care and community-based education 
programmes will form part of the Irish social investment strategy; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16200/13]

16/04/2013WRTT00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is currently developing a new Children and Young People’s Policy Framework which will set 
out high-level goals for both my own and other Departments for the next five years.  The Policy 
Framework is expected to be published in mid 2013 and will build on Our Children - Their 
Lives, Ireland’s first Children’s Strategy which was published in 2000.  The National Early 
Years Strategy is one of three, more detailed strategies which will be developed under the 
Framework. 

The Early Years Strategy, which will be Ireland’s first ever national strategy for early years, 
is already under development and is expected to be completed later this year.  It is expected 
that it will cover a range of issues affecting children in their first years of life such as health, 
including physical and mental development, vaccination programmes and population health 
issues such as nutrition and exercise, as well as parenting and  family support, learning and 
development, play and recreation and early childhood care and education, including literacy 
and numeracy.

The Strategy will bring together and consider a significant amount of international and do-
mestic research on the importance of early years for child development, including findings from 
the ‘Growing up in Ireland’ study.  It will also be informed by the evaluations from the Preven-
tion and Early Interventions Projects which have been funded jointly by my Department and 
philanthropic organisations, as well as an analysis of existing service provision and associated 
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resources.  The major programme of institutional change which is currently underway, includ-
ing the establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency, will also be taken into account.

My Department provides significant support to parents to assist them with the cost of child-
care.  This support is provided through the provision of two targeted childcare support pro-
grammes - the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme and the Childcare Educa-
tion and Training Support (CETS) programme - and the universal Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE) programme.  

The CCS programme provides funding to community-based childcare services to enable 
them to provide childcare at reduced rates to parents in receipt of social welfare payments or 
on low incomes.

The CETS programme was introduced in September 2010 and provides €145 towards the 
weekly cost of full time childcare places to participating childcare services for trainees and stu-
dents who are deemed qualified by FÁS or the VEC.  Students on part-time courses are funded 
on a pro rata basis.    

The ECCE programme provides one free  pre-school year to all eligible children in the year 
before commencing primary school.   Children aged between 3 years 2 months and 4 years 6 
months at 1 September in the relevant year qualify for a maximum of 15 hours per week free 
pre-school provision over a 38 week period.  This is a universal programme to which all chil-
dren have access.

As part of Budget 2013, I announced with my colleague the Minister for Social Protection, 
a joint school age childcare initiative which will provide further additional support to both the 
community and private childcare sector. This initiative, which represents a full year investment 
of €14 million, will provide important support to parents in low income families wishing to 
take up employment, along with ensuring that quality after-school care is in place to support 
children’s development.  

In 2013, the total expenditure by my Department on these support programmes is expected 
to be in the region  €260 million.  These programmes have been maintained and expanded 
despite the ongoing need to reduce Government expenditure and they represent a significant 
investment in supporting parents with the cost of childcare.

16/04/2013WRTT00750Child Death Review Group Report

16/04/2013WRTT008001082. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in 
view of the fact that the key recommendations made in the child death review report which was 
published in 2012, documenting the deaths of 196 children under the State’s care, her propos-
als to implement these key recommendations; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16358/13]

16/04/2013WRTT00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I indicated when 
I published the report of the Independent Child Death Review Group (ICDRG) that I welcome 
the findings and recommendations of this report, and that I accept fully the need for action in 
the areas identified. 

At an operational level the HSE has developed an implementation plan which responds 
to each of the recommendations in the Review Report. This plan identifies persons with key 
responsibility for actions, timelines for those actions and a review of the current position. The 
plan will be reviewed at intervals until all the actions are completed. With regard to progress on 
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implementation there have been a number of key developments including substantive improve-
ments in social work case allocation and case planning.

The necessary actions are being implemented in the context of the Government’s reform 
programme for children’s services, the most radical reform of child welfare and protection 
services ever undertaken in the State. The integrated delivery of these reforms will ensure that 
responses to many of the ICDRG recommendations will be mainstreamed into the work pro-
gramme of the new Child and Family Agency.

At a broader policy and legislative level, detailed work is also underway to implement the 
ICDRG recommendations as follows:

Legislative Reform

- In order to support the rights of children generally, and particularly those who require the 
intervention of child welfare and protection services, the Constitutional referendum on children 
was held in November 2012.  Issues related to the in camera rule and child care court proceed-
ings have also been subject to legislation.  The Child Care Act 1991 (Section 29(7) Regulations 
were made in November 2012 facilitating the public reporting of child care court proceedings 
by researchers.  These regulations have facilitated an independent project under Dr Carol Coul-
ter which is carrying out research, for publication, on child care hearings in the courts.  The 
Government has recently published the Court Bill 2013 to directly address issues related to 
the in camera rule.  The draft Heads of the Children First Bill were considered by the Oireach-
tas Committee on Health & Children and the report of the Committee is being considered by 
my Department in the development of these legislative proposals.  I have also committed to 
strengthening the legislation regarding the provision of aftercare.  I recently met with experts 
and representatives of organisations working with young people in care to discuss the best ap-
proach to this amendment.

Organisational Reform

- The Child and Family Agency will be an essential vehicle for ensuring that the ethos of 
quality and accountability called for by the ICDRG is strongly reflected in children’s services.  

Operational Reform

- A central feature of the new Agency will be a new Service Delivery Framework which 
will prioritise serious child protection referrals while providing for development of new ‘Local 
Area Pathways’ which will involve a greater use of community-based services to address child 
and family welfare concerns in a timely & effective manner.  Significant work has taken place 
in relation to this service redesign.

- A group has been established in the HSE to work with the Irish Youth Justice Service on 
the needs of the most vulnerable youths, in line with the needs highlighted in the Child Deaths 
Report.

- Work is progressing on development of a National Child Care Information System to com-
prehensively address issues of record keeping and data management.  The procurement process 
is now at contract stage.

- The ICDRG highlighted concerns in relation to social worker assignment and care plan-
ning.  As of Quarter 4 2012, data indicates that 92% of the total children in care population had 
an allocated social worker.  There has been a significant improvement in recent years noting that 
as recently as 2009, for example, some 17% of children in care  did not have a social worker.  
In the case of children in special care and high support facilities, 100% had allocated social 
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workers. 87.6% of the total children in care population had a written care plan as defined by the 
Child Care Regulations, 1995.  In the case of children in special care and high support facilities, 
100% had written care plans.

- Two out-of-hours pilot projects in Donegal and Cork were commenced and independently 
evaluated.  The HSE has reviewed the Evaluation Report and prepared a business case for a 
National Out of Hours Social Work Service.  The HSE is in discussion with relevant staff rep-
resentative associations.

Workforce Development

- This Government completed the recruitment of 260 additional social workers proposed in 
the Ryan Report Implementation Plan.  Over 1,400 social workers are employed in Children 
and Family Support Services and the introduction of 260 additional social workers represents a 
significant strengthening of the workforce.

- Arrangements for the induction, training and supervision of these staff have been put in 
place.

- Support for all staff includes the introduction of national guidance, such as Child Protec-
tion and Welfare Practice Handbook, and supervision of the implementation of this guidance.

Oversight

- Last July, I launched the first-ever HIQA ‘National Standards on Protection and Welfare 
of Children’. HIQA recently announced the commencement of inspections of child protection 
services, in line with new standards. 

- 10 cases identified in the ICDRG report have been referred for independent review under 
Dr. Helen Buckley.  One of these reviews has already been completed.

- Specific work is proceeding in relation to the Review Group’s recommendations regarding 
mechanisms for the independent review of child deaths.  It is necessary to ensure that any such 
arrangements are developed in a manner that is fully consistent with the major organisational 
reforms currently in train including the transfer of child protection services from the HSE to 
the CFA and the recent expansion of HIQA’s inspection regime to cover all child protection ser-
vices.  My Department has also consulted with colleagues in the North in order to share learning 
from the respective approaches to child death review.

I trust these details illustrate the seriousness with which the ICDRG report is being ad-
vanced.  Finally, my Department has also used the detailed research undertaken in the report to 
highlight more general policy issues across Government, including for example discussions on 
the preparation of a National Substance Misuse Strategy, which is expected to be considered by 
Government shortly.

16/04/2013WRTT00950Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRTT010001083. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will a receive rebate on their child care; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16587/13]

16/04/2013WRTT01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
implements the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme which provides funding 
to community childcare services to enable them to charge reduced childcare rates to low income 
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and disadvantaged families.  

Community childcare services qualify for grant aid based on the level of service they pro-
vide and the profile of the parents benefiting from their service. Parental returns are submitted 
in the Autumn of each year to my Department by the service provider and funding is provided 
on the basis of these returns .  These returns give details of all parents who, during  one ‘snap 
shot’  week, have children enrolled in the participating childcare service.   

The child referred to by the Deputy was not enrolled in the service in the relevant week and 
therefore could not be considered for subvention. Children who enrol after the parental returns 
have been submitted can be funded if they are replacing a child who was enrolled during the 
‘snap shot’ week and has since left the programme.

16/04/2013WRTT01150Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRTT012001084. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost 
incurred by her Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St Patrick’s 
Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16603/13]

16/04/2013WRTT01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As part of the 
Government’s St Patrick’s Day Programme, which presents a significant opportunity for the 
promotion of the country, including with respect to tourism and trade: I visited the four cities of 
New Delhi, Calcutta, Pune and Chennai in India.  The cost incurred by my Department to date 
is €5,746.07. The trip took place between the period of 13 March 2013 to 21 March 2013.  I 
used the opportunity of my visit to address important current issues in the area of intercountry 
adoption..  A final figure will be available once all invoices have been received and processed.

16/04/2013WRTT01350Inter-Country Adoptions

16/04/2013WRTT014001085. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when inter-
country adoptions between Ireland and Vietnam will resume; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [16789/13]

16/04/2013WRTT01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): In September 
2012 the AAI and the Vietnamese Central Authority for Adoption signed an Administrative Ar-
rangement for intercountry adoption. The Administrative Arrangement is the first international 
arrangement for intercountry adoption entered into by the AAI and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam since both countries ratified the Hague Convention.  

One of the agencies accredited by the AAI to facilitate adoptions from Vietnam has applied 
to the Vietnamese authorities for approval, a decision by the Vietnamese authorities in this re-
gard is expected shortly.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is an independent sovereign state, as such it is a matter 
for them to decide the manner in which it will implement the Hague Convention, including the 
numbers of children deemed suitable for intercountry adoption having regard to the principles 
of the Convention.

16/04/2013WRTT01550Child Care Services
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16/04/2013WRTT016001086. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs with refer-
ence to the €2.75 million fund for maintaining the upkeep of interior services, equipment and 
natural outdoor spaces for all children, if she will clarify which types of child care settings are 
eligible for this funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16810/13]

16/04/2013WRTT01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have been 
successful in securing €2.75m in capital funding in Budget 2013 to support the ongoing im-
provement of the childcare sector.  Community/not-for-profit and private childcare providers/
childminders that are currently providing services under one or more of the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs funding programmes - the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) 
programme, the Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme and the Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme - are eligible to apply.

The 2013 funding programme covers four strands:

Strand 1: small grants to purchase equipment or carry out small maintenance work;

Strand 2 : grants to improve accessibility of services for children with disabilities;

Strand 3: grants to provide natural outdoor spaces that promote active outdoor play; and

Strand 4: grants towards critical works to ensure that buildings are fit for purpose under 
the childcare regulations (open to community/not-for-profit services only).

It should be noted that in the case of applications for funding under Strand 3, the HSE will 
be consulted in relation to the proposed works.  Applicants who are not required to be notified to 
the HSE will receive an on-site visit from Pobal or the local City/County Childcare Committee 
to verify the application and validate the need for the proposed works.

The 2013 Childcare Capital Programme will also be administered by Pobal on behalf of the 
Department.  Full details of the Programme, including instructions on how to apply for a grant, 
are available on the Pobal website at www.pobal.ie.  Applications must be made on-line, and 
the closing date for applications is Tuesday, 30 April 2013.

16/04/2013WRTT01750School Completion Programme

16/04/2013WRTT018001087. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures he is taking to preserve the budget of a programme (details supplied) in Cork; the other 
services that are available to children before attending and after leaving DEIS schools daily; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17051/13]

16/04/2013WRTT01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The School 
Completion Programme (SCP) aims to retain young people in the formal education system to 
completion of senior cycle and to generally improve the school attendance, participation and 
retention of its target cohort. The SCP is one of three service strands, which also includes the 
Home School Community Liaison and the Education Welfare Service, being integrated under 
the remit of the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB). The SCP is a key programme 
under the Department of Education and Skills DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in 
Schools) action plan.

In 2013, funding of €26.456m has been made available by my Department to support the 
programme, which involves 124 projects and initiatives throughout the country.

The Local Management Committee assesses the needs of marginalised educationally disad-
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vantaged students at local level to devise an integrated, costed and targeted proposal of inter-
ventions to support these young people. 

The structure of the retention plan is required to encompass four distinct pillars of support 
to include, in-school, after-school (including breakfast clubs), holiday and out of school sup-
ports. This project model approach, allows the Local Management Committee the autonomy to 
be creative and innovative in developing strategies to encourage attendance, retention and par-
ticipation of the targeted young people. Accordingly, it is a matter for the SCP to decide on the 
use of SCP funds in the context of the available grant and the overall programme of activities.

In September 2012, the Local Management Committee responsible for each SCP project 
was notified that a reduction on last year’s allocation would apply for the coming academic cy-
cle. Nonetheless a significant  level of funding  of €274,761 was made available, to the School 
Completion Project raised by the Deputy, for the 12/13 academic year.

Projects were requested to revise their plans for 2012/13 in order to achieve efficiencies and 
reduce costs whilst prioritising evidence based services to support children’s educational out-
comes. The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), under the remit of my Department, 
has provided assistance to projects through this process in accordance with its management 
responsibilities for the programme.

In the present challenging financial circumstances it is not feasible to alter the notified al-
locations to individual projects. I would note that my Department intends to complete a review 
of the SCP over the course of 2013. It is anticipated that the review will assist in identifying 
operational efficiencies and other reforms necessary to consolidate the programme on a sustain-
able footing as a key component of an integrated school support service under the NEWB. 

With regard to the wider question of other services that are available to children before 
attending and after leaving DEIS schools daily, the Youth Affairs Unit of my Department pro-
vides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports to the youth sector. Targeted sup-
ports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are provided through the Special 
Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 
and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to sup-
port the provision of youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country 
including those from disadvantaged communities. These funding schemes support national and 
local youth work provision to some 400,000 young people and involve approximately 1,400 
paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout 
the country.

The Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme, which is implemented by my 
Department, provides funding to community childcare services to enable them to charge re-
duced rates to qualifying parents for childcare provision including breakfast and after school 
clubs. 

A new After School programme is being introduced later this year by my Department, in 
collaboration with the Department of Social Protection, which will provide funding to enable 
participating childcare services, both commercial and community, to provide after school care 
at reduced rates to qualifying parents.

16/04/2013WRTT01950Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRTT020001088. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he 
will release the analysis undertaken prior to removing Health Service Executive funding from 
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the childminder advisory officers; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17064/13]

16/04/2013WRTT02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Childminders 
who take care of less than three children in their own homes are exempt from the Regulations 
provided under the 1991 Childcare Act.  A number of initiatives were introduced to encourage 
childminders exempt from notification under the Regulations to voluntarily notify their ser-
vices.

In 2002, the Health Service Executive (HSE) agreed to fund a Childminding Advisory Offi-
cer post or provide a staff member in each county, who would work with the 33 City and County 
Childcare Committees (CCCs) funded under the Childcare Programme, implemented by the 
then Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  The role included notifying childmind-
ers of training opportunities, providing networking opportunities and supporting the voluntary 
notification system which was being developed by the CCCs.

While Childminding Advisory Officers were established in most county areas, this was not 
always the case and they were not always located with the local CCC.  Despite their presence 
and the additional supports including training, a small capital grant scheme and the introduc-
tion of a tax relief for childminding in 2006, the increase in the number of voluntarily-notified 
childminders since 2004, when the number was 500, has been relatively small and levelled off 
at 1,250.

In recent years, the HSE made a decision to gradually reduce the level of funding and sup-
port for the Childminding Advisory Officer posts.  I understand that this is due to pressure on 
HSE resources and the need to prioritise funding to other areas of front-line services.  While this 
is not a welcome development, I would point to the fact that the CCCs are now well-established 
and effective bodies at local level, and that supporting the childminding sector is an integral part 
of their work.  As a result, childminders continue to have access to support, training and advice.

My Department provides annual funding to each CCC to enable them to support and ad-
vise all childcare providers at local level.  In 2012, the total amount allocated to the CCCs was 
€11.3m.  In addition, in 2012 my Department provided €220,000 to the CCCs for Childmind-
ing Development Grants.  My Department also provides annual funding, totalling €2.85m in 
2012, to seven National Voluntary Childcare Organisations to provide support at a local level 
to their members.  This included €358,000 for Childminding Ireland, the representative body 
for childminders.

In 2007, the then Office of the Minister for Children published National Guidelines for 
Childminders which had been developed by its National Childcare Co-ordinating Committee.  
The Guidelines provide information to childminders on whether they are subject to the Child 
Care Regulations, the voluntary notification system, the tax relief for childminders, as well as 
guidance on good practice and other useful information on the role of the childminder in the 
provision of childcare services.

My Department has commenced work on Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy.  I have re-
ceived Government approval for the approach I am taking in developing this Strategy as an 
innovative and dynamic blueprint for the future development of our Early Years sector, aimed 
at providing a coherent approach to seeking to improve the lives of children from birth to the 
age of six.  One of the policy issues which I have identified for consideration in the preparation 
of the Early Years Strategy is the development of the childminding sector as a fully-integrated 
component of early childhood care and education, in particular for the under-one age group.

  Question No. 1089 answered with Question No. 169.
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  Question No. 1090 answered with Question No. 161.

16/04/2013WRTT02350Child Care Services

16/04/2013WRTT024001091. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the prog-
ress made to date in implementing the recommendations in the report on the Roscommon child 
care case; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16016/13]

16/04/2013WRTT02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The latest avail-
able information available from the HSE indicates that the HSE West Regional Director of 
Operations and the Regional Director of Children and Family Services requested HSE’s Qual-
ity and Patient Safety Audit unit to undertake an assessment of progress to provide assurance 
to HSE senior management regarding the extent to which recommendations arising from the 
Roscommon Child Care Case (RCCC) Report have been implemented in the HSE West region. 
HSE West Region comprises the following 5 areas;

- Donegal

- Sligo / Leitrim / West Cavan

- Mayo

- Galway / Roscommon

- Mid West (Limerick / Clare / North Tipperary)

The objectives of this assessment were twofold:

- Identify if recommendations arising from the RCCC Report relating to service delivery 
have been implemented and to what extent.

- Support the due diligence exercise that is required as part of the transfer of child care ser-
vices from the HSE to the new Child and Family Support Agency.

The team found sufficient evidence that the following RCCC recommendations have been 
implemented:

- Organisation change, including establishment of a national management tea

- Court processes

- Staff roles, particularly in respect to contact with children

- Observations made on home visits

- Working with fathers

- Child Protection plans

- Follow-up on, and feedback in relation to, third party concerns

- Key designated worker role

- Targeted family support service developed for Roscommon, and review of the effective-
ness of the Home Management Service

- Children First Guidelines implemented locally
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Partial evidence was found that the following recommendations have been implemented, 
and most are works in progress:

- Policies and procedures for all stages in the child welfare and protection system

- Practice audits and quality assurance

- Reporting up of escalating risks and cases of public importance

- Implementation of a common assessment framework

- Alternative plans

- Working with parents who seek to distract workers

- Involvement of Speech and Language (S&L) Department, and review of Public Health 
Nursing (PHN) records

- Specialised Child Sexual Abuse Unit or Team in place

- Staff management, including supervision and caseload management

- Child protection case conferences processes and chairpersons

- Standardised file recording and file management systems

- Appropriate staff training

Insufficient evidence was found that the following 4 recommendations have been imple-
mented:

- Victim impact statements: The audit team were advised that guidance was intended to be 
issued to Children and Family staff on the preparation and presentation of victim impact state-
ments and the right of children in care to privacy.  This was to be subject to clearance from 
Legal Services. This matter remains outstanding. 

- Documenting frequency and purpose of home visits: The audit did find that home visits 
did appear to occur regularly.  A number of developments are in train which will ensure that this 
recommendation is addressed.  A National Record Management Strategy will be implemented 
in Quarter 2.  The National Staff Supervision Policy was launched on the 22nd March 2013 and 
a detailed implementation plan is in place. The introduction of the new policy will provide an 
important opportunity to provide a renewed focus on a number of areas.  

- Outcomes measurement: The National Child Protection Notification project is in the pro-
cess of developing Guidelines with Supporting Documentation on Child Protection Conference 
and the Child Protection Notification System (CPNS).  Under these guidelines, the require-
ment for Child Protection places to have achievable measurable child focused outcomes with 
timeframes will be clearly set out.  Child Protection and Welfare Inspections have commenced 
by HIQA and forthcoming recommendations from these will be implemented and associated 
learning disseminated. 

- Staff alert to Attachment theory, and testing assumptions in supervision: Liaison between 
the Regional Workforce Development Manager and the Area Managers on training needs has 
been ongoing in agreeing training priorities for 2013, which includes attachment training. The 
plan will be kept under review and there will be ongoing liaison in respect of the priorities be-
tween the Regional Service Director and the National Manager for Workforce Development.
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16/04/2013WRTT02550Child Poverty

16/04/2013WRTT026001092. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount spent on area based approach to child poverty to date; and the plans and projected cost 
for further improvement in this year. [11372/13]

16/04/2013WRTT02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Since the estab-
lishment of my Department on 2nd June, 2011 and 31st December 2012, my Department has 
spent almost €4.944 million on the implementation of the Prevention and Early Intervention 
(PEIP) initiative.  Some €800,000 of this has been allocated to the PEIP in 2013, its final year.  

The PEIP is co-funded by my Department and Atlantic Philanthropies (AP) to examine in-
novative and integrated ways to improve outcomes for children.  PEIP supports projects in Tal-
laght, Ballymun and Darndale.  These projects involve a range of pilot programmes to improve 
outcomes in areas such as literacy, speech and language, parenting, health and pro-social be-
haviour. These programmes are currently being evaluated by national and international experts.

The three PEIP sites are expected to participate in the new Area Based Approach to Child 
Poverty Initiative, which was announced in Budget 2013 and will be implemented by my De-
partment from later this year.  The Initiative, which will build on and continue the work of the 
PEIP, will deliver the Government’s commitment to adopt an area-based approach to child pov-
erty in co-operation with philanthropic partners, drawing upon best international practice and 
existing services, to break the cycle of child poverty where it is most deeply entrenched.  A key 
objective will be to improve outcomes for children and young people where these are currently 
significantly poorer than they are for children and young people living elsewhere in the State.

The Area-Based Approach to Child Poverty Initiative has a funding allocation of €2.500 
million in 2013 and this is expected to rise to €4.750 million by 2015.  It is hoped that the Initia-
tive will be co-funded by philanthropic partners and discussions are ongoing to this end.  

16/04/2013WRTT02750Adoption Legislation

16/04/2013WRTT028001093. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
if her attention has been drawn to the judgment of the European Court of Human rights in X 
and Others v. Austria on discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation in step-parent adoption 
and the implications for the legal system here; her plans to amend Irish law to become ECHR 
compliant in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [11547/13]

16/04/2013WRTT02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The outcome 
of the case referred to by the Deputy has been noted by my Department. Section 37(1) of the 
Adoption  Act 2010  provides that a person habitually resident in the State, or a married couple 
married to each other, each of whom is habitually resident in the State, may apply to the Health 
Service Executive for an assessment of eligibility and suitability to adopt.

The Deputy will be aware that the issue of civil marriage for same sex couples is a matter 
which will be examined by the Government following the outcome of the Constitutional Con-
vention.   

I am currently examining a number of proposals in relation to possible amendments to the 
Adoption Act, 2010, some of which will be brought forward in conjunction with the Adoption 
(Amendment) Bill 2012, which the Government plans to bring before the Oireachtas following 
the passing of the Children’s Referendum. 
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16/04/2013WRTT02950Early Childhood Education

16/04/2013WRTT030001094. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will respond to the findings of an evaluation of an early years service that is coordinated by 
Childhood Development Initiative which showed that in countries such as Finland, well-funded 
pre-school supports can help children overcome many of the barriers that otherwise prevent 
them from achieving their potential at school; and if she has plans to implement some of the 
findings contained in the report.  [11747/13]

16/04/2013WRTT03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Prevention 
and Early Intervention Programme (PEIP) is co-funded by the Department and Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies (AP) to examine innovative and integrated ways to improve outcomes for children.  
PEIP supports projects in Tallaght, Ballymun and Darndale.  These projects involve a range of 
pilot programmes to improve outcomes in areas such as literacy, speech and language, parent-
ing, health and pro-social behaviour. These programmes are currently being evaluated by na-
tional and international experts.  

 The Early Years Programme referred to by the Deputy was coordinated by the Childhood 
Development Initiative (CDI), a participant in the PEIP, and was developed with the aim of 
supporting and targeting families in Tallaght West whose children may have faced barriers to 
educational achievement and well-being.    An evaluation of the programme found that children 
who took part in the tailored programme demonstrated improved attendance, behaviour and 
social skills on entry to school.

The three PEIP sites are expected to participate in the new Area Based Approach to Child 
Poverty Initiative which my Department will my Department will be introducing later this year.  
This initiative was announced in December 2012 and is intended to build on and continue the 
work of the PEIP.  It has a funding allocation of €2.5m in Budget 2013 which is expected to rise 
to €4.75 by 2015. Discussions are on-going with Atlantic Philanthropies in the hope of securing 
matching funding for the new initiative. 

The Initiative reflects the Programme for Government commitment to adopt an area-based 
approach to child poverty in co-operation with philanthropic partners, drawing upon best in-
ternational practice and existing services, to break the cycle of child poverty where it is most 
deeply entrenched and improve the outcomes for children and young people where these are 
currently significantly poorer than they are for children and young people living elsewhere in 
the State.  New Area-Based Approach to Child Poverty sites will be required to implement pro-
grammes which have been shown by rigorous research to have a positive impact on the lives 
of children.

The Early Years Strategy, which will be Ireland’s first ever national strategy for early years, 
is already under development and is expected to be completed later this year.  It is expected 
that it will cover a range of issues affecting children in their first years of life such as health, 
including physical and mental development, vaccination programmes and population health 
issues such as nutrition and exercise, as well as parenting and  family support, learning and 
development, play and recreation and early childhood care and education, including literacy 
and numeracy.

The Strategy will bring together and consider a significant amount of international and 
domestic research on the importance of early years for child development, including findings 
from the ‘Growing up in Ireland’ study.  It will also be informed by the evaluations from the 
Prevention and Early Interventions Projects, as well as an analysis of existing service provi-
sion and associated resources.  The major programme of institutional change which is currently 
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underway, including the establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency, will also be 
taken into account.

16/04/2013WRTT03150Inter-Country Adoptions

16/04/2013WRTT032001095. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will consider initiating discussions between Ireland and Belarus on the matter of inter-country 
adoptions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17383/13]

16/04/2013WRTT03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): According to in-
formation provided by the Adoption Authority, there have been no applications for registration 
of foreign adoptions from Belarus since  2007, when one application relating to an adoption 
effected in 2002 was made.

Belarus has ratified the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in 
Respect of Intercountry Adoption. However, the National Central Authority of Belarus has not 
indicated that it will accept applications from persons resident in Ireland. Legal issues exist 
including the monitoring of post placement reports, registration of the adopted child at the Be-
larussian embassy in London and consular visits to the homes of adoptive parents.

Prospective adoptive parents with a valid Declaration of Eligibility and Suitability to Adopt 
who are undertaking an intercountry adoption should ensure the adoption complies fully with 
the Adoption Act, 2010 and the Hague Convention. Further information in this regard can be 
found on the Adoption Authority website (www.aai.gov.ie).

16/04/2013WRTT03350Children and Family Services

16/04/2013WRTT034001096. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will agree to an early meeting with a cross-party group of Deputies which recently met with 
CDYSB-funded projects which will suffer significant funding cuts, in order to discuss the im-
plications of these cuts for young persons in the Dublin city area; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [17384/13]

16/04/2013WRTT03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As previously ad-
vised to the Deputy in a response Question No. 157, also for answer today, the savings required 
under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 amounted to €5.393m, 
which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available for the provision of youth 
services. Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of 
Expenditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding. 

Funding provided by my Department to support youth projects in the Dublin City area is ad-
ministered, on behalf of my Department, by the City of Dublin Youth Services Board (CDYSB).  
As the administering body for the funding, CDYSB may make proposals to my Department for 
the reconfiguration of the funding allocations based on their local knowledge and expertise.  
This facility is open to all such bodies administering funding for the provision of youth services 
on behalf of my Department.  Such proposals were received from CDYSB this year following 
notification of the allocations by my Department and, where the proposals recommended that 
funding cuts in excess of the 10% reduction be applied, my Department directed that, with a 
small number of exceptions, no project in the Dublin City area would be reduced by more than 
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the 10% required by the CRE.  

The City of Dublin Youth Service Board was notified of this decision and revised proposals 
in this regard were submitted by CDYSB and approved by my Department.

I have met, and will continue to meet, with many youth organisations and groups to try and 
see how we can work together to minimise the impact of these necessary savings. Meetings 
have also taken place between my Department and the City of Dublin Youth Service Board 
(CDYSB) to try and see how we can work together to ensure the most effective and efficient use 
of the resources available in order to continue to support the provision of quality youth services 
to young people.

16/04/2013WRTT03550Children Services Committees

16/04/2013WRTT036001097. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 236 of 21 march 2013, her plans to deal with the considerable 
variation in geographical coverage of the various agencies she mentions as being part of the 
CSC initiative (details supplied). [17385/13]

16/04/2013WRTT03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
(DCYA) is leading an initiative to develop and implement a planning model for local interagen-
cy working to improve outcomes for children. The purpose of this initiative is to work towards 
better developmental outcomes for children through more effective integration of policies and 
services, in particular through the Children’s Services Committees at local level. 

The issue of co-terminosity is one which has been under consideration in the context of 
the development of CSCs for some time, in particular since the establishment of the Integrated 
Service Areas within the HSE structure. While relationships with the city and county councils 
have been key, it is also the case that the relationship with the HSE and emerging structures 
within the HSE at national, regional and local level will be a key interface in the context of the 
development of a separate Child and Family Agency (CFA). 

You may wish to note that in most cases the Child & Family Area Managers are the Chairs 
of the Children Services Committees and in some instances an Area manager may chair two 
CSCs, South Tipperary  & Carlow and Kildare & South Dublin. 

I am confident that my Department  against a backdrop of evolving structures will be in a 
position to address the issues arising from local government reform and the establishment of 
the new Child and Family Agency.  My Department and the Department of Health will be liais-
ing in the context of these matters to ensure that optimal structures and working practices are 
effected.

16/04/2013WRTT03750Youth Services

16/04/2013WRTT038001098. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the prior-
ity she is giving to the front-line workers in the Clondalkin and Lucan youth services, Dublin; 
if she will outline the impact the planned cuts will have on these services; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17457/13]

16/04/2013WRTT039001099. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that the front-line workers in the Clondalkin/Lucan youth ser-
vices are dealing with one of the most vulnerable and at risk groups in the greater Dublin area 
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and the rise in crime, drug use, drug trafficking, anti-social behaviour, youth pregnancy and 
school absenteeism are at risk of dramatically increasing if the planned cuts are implemented; if 
she will reconsider her policy of funding youth cafés and continue to maintain the funding for 
frontline workers in youth work in Clondalkin and Lucan; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17458/13]

16/04/2013WRTT04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1098 and 1099 together.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes 
and supports to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the 
provision of youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country includ-
ing those from disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised 
and at risk young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the 
Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Proj-
ects. These funding schemes support national and local youth work provision to some 400,000 
young people and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in 
youth work services and communities throughout the country.

The overall funding of €53.173m available for the provision of youth services in 2013 
includes capital funding of €1.75m.  €1m of this capital funding is being made available for 
the provision of new youth cafés in 2013.  I do not accept the need; as the Deputy seems to be 
suggesting; for a review of my decision to allocate this funding in 2013 for the development of 
new youth cafés. The availability of capital funding in 2013 reinforces the Government’s com-
mitment to the extension of quality youth café throughout the country, in particular noting the 
repeated emphasis that young people have placed on the need for safe, alcohol-free recreational 
facilities. Since becoming Minister I have been greatly encouraged by the quality of the projects 
that have already been grant-aided under previous Youth Café funding schemes.

The savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 
amounted to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available for 
the provision of youth services. Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determi-
nation process for the allocations, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most 
vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary 
reductions in funding. 

My Department has tried to be as equitable as possible in achieving these savings. In consid-
ering how best to manage within the reduced budgets available, organisations are being asked 
to consider the scope for reducing administration costs and overheads, if this is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the front line youth services for young people. I have met with many youth 
organisations and groups to try and see how we can work together to minimise the impact of 
these necessary savings.

The funding allocated for the provision of youth services in Co. Dublin is administered by 
Co. Dublin VEC on behalf of my Department.  It is open to that body, as it is to all bodies ad-
ministering funding to youth services/programmes on behalf of my Department, to submit pro-
posals to my Department to reconfigure the allocations made by the Department, based on their 
local knowledge and expertise in relation to the youth projects in their area.  Co. Dublin VEC 
submitted such proposals to my Department and following consideration in the Department 
these proposals were approved.  It is my understanding that Co. Dublin VEC have consulted 
with the projects in the Clondalkin/Lucan area and assured them of their continued support for 
these projects in managing the resources available in the most effective and efficient way. 
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In 2013, the youth funding amounting to almost €1.5 million has been allocated to services 
in the Clondalkin and Lucan area.  This includes:

Youth Affairs Funding 2013

Special Projects for Youth €262,331
Young Peoples Facilities Services Fund 1 €479,965
Young Peoples Facilities Services Fund 2 €666,373
Youth Information Centre €49,001
Traveller Development €33,545

In addition, Co. Dublin VEC disperses small grant support, funded by my Department, to 
local voluntary youth clubs in the Lucan & Clondalkin areas. The Deputy should note that un-
der the Comprehensive Review of expenditure, I have ensured that there has been no cut to the 
total national funding being provided by my Department to support the local voluntary youth 
club grant schemes as this funding plays an important role in supporting volunteer-led youth 
groups and in promoting and leveraging valuable voluntary activity in youth work.

16/04/2013WRTT04050Early Childhood Education

16/04/2013WRTT041001100. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to introduce a second free year of early childhood care and education for children with 
Down’s syndrome who need a second year before they are ready to start junior infants; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [17475/13]

16/04/2013WRTT04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Early Child-
hood Care and Education (ECCE) programme was introduced in January 2010 and provides for 
one free pre-school year for all eligible children in the year before commencing primary school.  
The Government has made a very significant commitment in maintaining the pre-school year 
on a universal and free basis despite the current budgetary situation.   The universal nature of 
this programme is critical for childhood development by providing every child with early learn-
ing and preparation for school. 

The ECCE programme includes a number of additional provisions to take account of chil-
dren with special needs.  These include an exemption from the upper age limit for qualification 
under the programme where a child is developmentally delayed and would benefit from starting 
primary school at a later age.  In addition, children with special needs can apply to have the pre-
school year split over two years on a pro-rata basis, for example availing of the programme for 
2 days a week in the first year and for 3 days a week in the second year.  Application for these 
exemptions should be made prior to the child commencing the programme.

It is my view that it would be extremely helpful to many children if a second pre-school year 
were to be provided.  This would be particularly beneficial for children with special needs and 
I would like to be in a position to deliver on this.  However, the introduction of a second pre-
school year would require considerable additional funding and I must operate within the finan-
cial constraints under which the rest of the Government is operating.  The ECCE programme 
will continue to be evaluated and developed as resources permit.

16/04/2013WRUU00150Youth Services
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16/04/2013WRUU002001101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which her Department is in a position to focus on the issues affecting youth with par-
ticular reference to the mental and physical well-being of young people and the provision of ad-
equate back-up facilities in respect of any particular areas of specific deficiency in this regard; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17591/13]

16/04/2013WRUU003001102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
most predominant issues affecting young people which have been brought to her and/or her 
Department in the past two years; the means by which such issues have been conveyed to her; 
the extent to which she expects to be in a position to address these issues; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17592/13]

16/04/2013WRUU004001103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which studies have been undertaken by her Department with a view to identification of 
the wide variety of issues confronting the youth of today; the level of importance she hopes to 
assign to such issues and the means by which she hopes to address them over a specific period; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17593/13]

16/04/2013WRUU005001104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which she and her Department have studied the various economic, social, educational 
or health issues that impact most seriously on today’s youth; if she has in mind a particular 
strategy to address any issues arising; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17594/13]

16/04/2013WRUU006001105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
steps she will take to address issues of social or economic deprivation at school or in the work-
place affecting today’s youth; if she will take specific steps to address issues of inequality and 
thereby economic recovery; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17595/13]

16/04/2013WRUU007001110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which she maintains contact with the various youth organisations throughout the 
country with the view to offering support and identification of any specific inadequacies in 
services which might be beneficial to youth support services in general; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17600/13]

16/04/2013WRUU00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1101 to 1105, inclusive, and 1110 together.

Funding of €53.173m, including €1.75 for a new capital funding programme, has been pro-
vided to my Department in 2013 for the provision of youth services and programmes to young 
people throughout the country through a number of schemes.

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects for Youth 
Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug Task 
Force projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and 
Youth Information Centres.  This funding supports the delivery of a range of youth work pro-
grammes and services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, 
by the voluntary youth sector.  There are some 1,400 youth work staff in 477 projects and over 
40,000 volunteers involved in the provision of services and activities for young people.

Each year over 380,000 young people participate in youth services. Youth work and non-
formal learning in its many programmes and activities; recreational, sporting, learning, volun-
teering and personal development, offers young people opportunities to acquire new compe-
tences and skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, resilience, motivation, creativity 
and leadership. These are core and transferable life skills; the 21st century skills that are so 
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important to equip young people for the challenges in today’s world.

The role of research and consultations with youth sector interests and the young people 
themselves are central elements in my Department’s approach to the formulation of the youth 
policy services that are responsive to young peoples needs.   My Department has commissioned 
a review of international best practice in the field of youth work to advance our understanding 
of the impact of youth services in the lives of children and young people. The study will inform 
a new Youth Policy Framework which is planned by my Department for later this year. The 
findings of the Growing Up In Ireland Study of my Department and other studies including 
EU studies have been significant in relation to providing information about children and young 
peoples experience of bullying and its impact on them.

The Action Plan on Bullying - produced by cross-sectoral working group on which my De-
partment and the youth services were represented, contains a range of evidence based actions 
to support parents, young people, schools and community interests, in tackling this issue which 
can have a serious impact on young people. My Department will work closely with the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills on the implementation of the Action Plan in supporting initiatives 
to raise awareness about the problem and implementing identified actions to tackle prejudice 
and promote a safer environment for our young people. The Youth Clubs funded by my Depart-
ment are an important outlet for children and young people in this context.  Their activities can 
help to build self esteem, increase confidence and strengthen friendships so that young people 
are better equipped to counter bullying behaviour.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department also provides funding towards the administra-
tion of the National Youth Health Programme.  This programme is a partnership between my 
Department, the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) and the Health Service Executive.  
Funding of some €83,940 has been allocated to the programme in 2013 by my Department. The 
aim of the programme is to provide a broad-based, flexible health promotion/education support 
and training service to youth organisations and to all those working with young people in out-
of-school settings. The programme has sought to develop the capacity of the sector and organi-
sations to advocate on issues that affect young people and develop evidenced based resources 
and training to support that work.  The advantage of this training is evident in the fact that Youth 
Work often acts as the first point of contact and referral in the interface with other youth-related 
services spanning the realms of care, health and welfare.

My Department works closely with the youth sector organisations to address the needs of 
children and young people. The National Youth Work Advisory Committee is an important 
source of advice and guidance to my Department in developing youth policy and initiatives.  
The committee is composed of a chairperson and 32 members drawn equally from the voluntary 
and statutory sectors involved in the administration and provision of youth work programmes 
and services. This committee advises my Department on matters relating to the development 
and coordination of youth work policies, programmes and services. 

In addition, The Late Night League (LNL) Programme, for which my Department provides 
funding under the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund, is a diversionary programme 
incorporating soccer leagues at various locations across Dublin. It is aimed at encouraging at 
risk juveniles to participate in meaningful activities, thus reducing anti-social behaviour in-
volving young people in the selected areas. It also provides a forum which promotes positive 
lifestyle choices away from problems such as homelessness. Open to young people aged 13-21, 
this diversionary programme takes place in disadvantaged areas during prime anti-social hours 
such as Friday nights.  This initiative has proved to be very successful with teams from both the 
travelling and settled community participating and other diverse groups. The initiative is based 
around the concept of using football as a tool for social inclusion and learning.
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There is a growing recognition in Ireland and across Europe of the significance of youth 
work in promoting young people’s development, health and well-being, enhancing their partici-
pation in education, training and employment and the potential youth work has, as part of wider 
strategies to respond to the challenges that arise. I am delighted to have hosted an EU Youth 
Conference in March 2013.  This conference, organised by my Department in partnership with 
the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI), was the flagship event in the Irish Presidency 
Youth Programme and it was the culmination of the EU wide consultation with youth on the 
theme of social inclusion in which young people in all 27 Member States are currently partici-
pating.  The seven thematic areas identified were; 

Employment – employment leads to inclusion

Education – inclusive education for all young people

Participation – equal rights and equal opportunities to participate in civic life

Welfare – access to welfare

Support – social and youth services for young people

Youth organisations – youth organisations and social inclusion

Quality – assuring quality in youth work to ensure social inclusion

Young people and Ministry officials from the 27 Member States have jointly defined the 21 
conclusions arising from the Conference. The conclusions from this Conference will be brought 
forward in the current trio cycle and will inform the Structured Dialogue components of the 
Lithuanian and Greek Presidencies, which will ultimately inform the development of a Council 
Resolution on Structured Dialogue at the end of this current Presidency Trio.  This is a clear 
and compelling example of young people’s voices and vision directly informing youth policy.

I have met, and will continue to meet, with many youth organisations and groups to try and 
see how we can work together to minimise the impact of the savings required under the Com-
prehensive Review of Expenditure and to see how we can work together to ensure the most ef-
fective and efficient use of the resources available in order to continue to support the provision 
of quality youth services to young people.

Youth Services

16/04/2013WRUU009001106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she and her Department, in the study of issues affecting children and young 
people generally, have identified issues such as poor attendance at primary school level and 
subsequent dropout of education as a cause for inability to effectively compete in the jobs mar-
ket; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17596/13]

16/04/2013WRUU01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
is committed to evidence-based research and has a strong comprehensive research programme 
in place; this includes funded research and capacity building programmes, as well as a research 
infrastructure and dissemination programme. Flagship initiatives such as the Growing Up in 
Ireland Study are focused on securing good evidence on children’s and young people’s lives 
and outcomes, and should provide future opportunity to follow children’s lives from childhood 
to early adulthood and examine the factors that impact later outcomes.

The National Strategy for Research and Data on Children’s Lives 2011-2016 sets out a 
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comprehensive action plan for research and data on children’s lives in Ireland and proposes a 
systematic, harmonised and coordinated approach across departments and agencies to achieve a 
better understanding of children’s lives including research actions so that children’s educational 
outcomes will be better understood.

School absenteeism is one of the strongest known risk factors associated with early school 
leaving and research confirms the enduring nature of the difficulties which arise from high lev-
els of absenteeism and associated poor educational achievement.

There is a body of evidence on this from work carried out by the ESRI and others in the 
area of education research and early school leaving and its impact on access to employment 
and the risk of poverty. This evidence has informed a range of policy responses introduced by 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, the Department of Education and Skills and 
others to promote school retention and support young people’s participation in education. The 
Department will explore areas for future research on issues related to youth employment in the 
context of the new Children’s and Young People’s Policy Framework, which is currently being 
developed by this Department.

Combating the issues underlying poor school attendance requires concerted action and close 
collaboration among schools, school support services and other stakeholders involved with 
children, young people and their families. My Department is committed to supporting the edu-
cational attainment of young people, in particular by targeting supports to young people from 
disadvantaged communities through a variety of formal and informal educational support ser-
vices.

The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), which operates under the remit of my 
Department, has a mandate to ensure that ‘each child attends a recognised school or otherwise 
receives a certain minimum education’. The Board’s services, which include the Educational 
Welfare Service, the School Completion Programme and the Home School Community Liaison 
Scheme, operate within an integrated continuum of services to deliver a range of services from 
the universal and preventative activities up to more intensive interventions where required. 
The work of the Board is a key component of Delivering Equality of opportunity in Schools 
(DEIS), the Department of Education and Skills’ Action Plan for Educational Inclusion. The 
latest NEWB report of the Analysis of School Attendance Data shows that the percentage of 
student days lost through absence is running at just over 6% (or 11 school days per year) in 
primary schools and around 8% (or 13 school days per year) in post-primary schools. These 
figures continue to show a slight improvement in attendance over time since the introduction 
of this analysis by the NEWB.

While the overall improvement is to be welcomed the number of children who continue to 
miss school each day, in particular in areas of social and economic disadvantage, remains a con-
cern. This is why we must maintain our focus and target resources effectively to secure further 
improvements in educational outcomes for children in at risk groups.

My Department’s youth work services and programmes also play an important role for 
young people who encounter difficulties with school attendance in that engagement in youth 
activities complements the formal learning in the school system. Each year over 380,000 young 
people participate in youth work services throughout the country. There is a growing recogni-
tion in Ireland and across Europe of the potential of youth work services to enhance learning 
and contribute to employability of young people and that it may have a particular role as part 
of a wider education, employment and enterprise strategy for those young people who are 
marginalised from more formalised systems of education and training. This priority theme is 
being explored further as part of the Ireland’s Youth Presidency Programme. I plan, as part of 
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the Presidency programme, to host an expert round table event on quality youth work and its 
contribution to youth employment (20–21 June 2013, Kildare).

My Department continues to work closely with the Department of Education and Skills and 
other Government departments to ensure that policy is informed by the best available evidence 
and to ensure a consistent approach is taken to achieving our shared policy objectives for chil-
dren and young peoples educational outcomes.

Child Abuse

16/04/2013WRUU011001107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of incidents of child abuse of a physical, psychological or sexual nature reported in 
each of the past four years to date; the extent to which all such issues have been followed up in 
the context of resolution; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17597/13]

16/04/2013WRUU01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The HSE’s Re-
view of Adequacy of Children and Family Services for 2011, which is available to view on the 
HSE website, includes the following information in relation to the number of child protection 
concerns received in the period 2009 - 2011. The category of child protection includes physical 
abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse and neglect.

2009: 12,013

2010: 12,825

2011: 15,818

The review also gives separate figures in relation to welfare referrals.

The Review of Adequacy in respect of 2012 is not yet available. However, Performance 
Monitoring Reports compiled by the HSE, and also available to view on its website, indicate 
that 14,391 referrals for child abuse were received in 2012.

Each referral received by the HSE is assessed and progressed on an individual basis by the 
relevant social work team. Preliminary screening is aimed at establishing the appropriateness 
of the referral to HSE Children and Family services and if necessary is followed by an initial 
assessment of the nature and degree of any harm and an assessment of the child’s needs.

Child Abuse

16/04/2013WRUU013001108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
is satisfied regarding the adequacy of the resources available to her Department to combat is-
sues such as child abuse and various forms of bullying including electronic or social media; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17598/13]

16/04/2013WRUU01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
was set up to drive the delivery of key commitments in relation to children and young people 
and to put in place a unified framework of policy, legislation and provision across Government 
in respect of children and young people.

The 2013 estimate includes an allocation of €443m for my Department which represents an 
increase of €16m over the 2012 allocation and this clearly demonstrates the continuing com-
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mitment of this Government to the ongoing development of quality and effective services to 
support children and families. 

As regards service delivery, the commitment to establish a new Child and Family Sup-
port Agency is at the heart of the Government’s reform of child and family services. The new 
Agency will assume responsibility for Children and Family Services, currently provided by the 
HSE, and the Family Support Agency. It will have a workforce of approximately 4,000 staff, 
and a combined existing budget of over €590 million. The Agency will be headed by Gordon 
Jeyes, as the Chief Executive designate, who will be supported by a senior management team. 

In order to achieve genuine improvements for children and families, the Agency will have 
a broader focus than child protection. Prevention, early intervention, family support and thera-
peutic & care interventions are all key to the provision of integrated multi-disciplinary services 
for children and families based on identified need.

It is my intention that the new Agency will address the persistent issues which have been 
raised regarding the standardisation of services, communication, coordination and sharing of 
risk assessment, management and treatment for many of the children and families with the most 
complex needs. At the same time, the Agency will have a role in supporting families - provid-
ing less complex, less intrusive and less expensive responses which have a preventive function. 

The new Child and Family Support Agency and the wider transformation of children’s ser-
vices represents one of the largest, and most ambitious, areas of public sector of reform em-
barked upon by this Government.

In relation to the specific issue of bullying raised by the Deputy, the Action Plan on Bul-
lying - produced by cross-sectoral working group on which my Department was represented, 
contains a range of evidence based actions to support parents, young people, schools and com-
munity interests, in tackling this issue which can have a serious impact on young people. My 
Department will work closely with the Department of Education and Skills on the implementa-
tion of the Action Plan and is undertaking a series of initiatives to raise awareness about the 
problem and the measures to be taken to tackle prejudice and promote a safer environment for 
our young people.

Child Support

16/04/2013WRUU015001109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs aris-
ing from any specific weaknesses identified by her Department in respect of child support ser-
vices, the action she has taken or proposes to take to address such issues; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17599/13]

16/04/2013WRUU01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): It is clear from 
the wide range of investigation reports over many years which examined cases where children 
were not adequately protected, that there have been many failures of the past. In response to 
these failings, I am committed to the establishment of a new Child and Family Agency.

It is my intention that the new Agency will address the persistent issues which have been 
raised regarding the standardisation of services, communication, coordination and sharing of 
risk assessment, management and treatment for many of the children and families with the 
most complex needs. At the same time, the Agency will have a role in supporting families more 
universally - providing less complex, less intrusive, less expensive responses which have a 
preventive function.
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The Agency will function on a stand alone basis with strengthened governance and manage-
ment arrangements. Accountability and transparency will be a key feature at the planning and 
performance management frameworks to be introduced in the legislation.

The success of the Agency will depend on the right legislative framework, the right leader-
ship and the right planning for the change. That is why adequate time has to be taken. It is clear 
that all of these requisites are the focus of intense activity by my officials, the HSE and Child 
and Families management within the HSE.

I am confident that these arrangements will provide a robust framework to fully implement 
the ambitious agenda for children’s service reform.

  Question No. 1110 answered with Question No. 1101.

Health Services Staff Issues

16/04/2013WRUU018001111. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he has identified the spe-
cific sections of the Health Service Executive where employees can apply for the planned new 
targeted voluntary redundancy scheme; when he expects the scheme to open for applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16069/13]

16/04/2013WRUU01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced, in order to meet fiscal and budgetary 
targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.   This policy requires that 
by the end of 2013, the health service achieves a workforce of 98,955 whole-time equivalents 
(WTEs).

Work is being undertaken at present by my Department, in conjunction with the HSE, to 
develop a series of targeted measures which will facilitate the achievement of the necessary 
net reductions in health service staff numbers, while at the same time ensuring that the service 
levels and other objectives provided for in the HSE’s National Service Plan 2013 are delivered 
upon.  These measures include an Incentivised Career Break Scheme and a targeted Voluntary 
Redundancy Scheme.

These schemes will be among the tools available to the HSE to assist in achieving the reduc-
tions required.  It will be a matter for the HSE to determine the specific locations, units, services 
etc. to be targeted while ensuring that front-line service delivery is minimised.

I expect that the schemes will be made available on a phased basis in the coming weeks.

Health Services Staff Issues

16/04/2013WRUU020001112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the procedures that apply 
whereby existing Health Service Executive employees may wish to be considered for a transfer 
to other parts of the public service where opportunities arise; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16070/13]

16/04/2013WRUU02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Public Service Agreement 2010 - 2014 
provides for the implementation of effective staff redeployment arrangements both within the 
Public Service and across the sectors.   The HSE has been asked to respond directly to the 
Deputy in relation to the procedures applicable in the HSE for such redeployment.



16 April 2013

475

Human Rights Issues

16/04/2013WRUU022001113. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he expressed reservations 
with regard to new international legal instruments dedicated to the human rights of older per-
sons, to the UN Economic and Social Council, Economic Commission for Europe Working 
Group on Ageing in Geneva last November; the reason for such reservations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16139/13]

16/04/2013WRUU02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): It is my view 
that older people in Ireland and elsewhere benefit from the protections afforded by the existing 
range of international human rights standards and principles and current human rights instru-
ments address many of the issues of particular relevance to older people such as, for example, 
protection from discrimination and abuse and access to health and social protection systems. 
However, the challenges faced by some older people are acknowledged. While many of the 
challenges might be described as human rights issues and while gaps in protections for older 
people have been identified, older people worldwide are not a homogenous group and discus-
sions need to continue to identify existing implementation gaps. I believe that it is in our best 
interests to continue to concentrate effort on effective implementation of existing instruments 
and make better use of existing mechanisms for monitoring and appraisal of the situation of 
older people in society.

The Deputy may wish to note the General Assembly resolution 67/139 of 13 February 2013, 
entitled “Towards a comprehensive and integral international legal instrument to promote and 
protect the rights and dignity of older persons” in which the open-ended working group on 
ageing is mandated starting from its upcoming fourth session to be held in 2013, to consider 
proposals for an international legal instrument to promote and protect the rights and dignity of 
older persons. I would like to assure the Deputy that the challenges and opportunities associated 
with ageing will continue to be given a priority by the Government and my Department will 
work with colleagues in other Government Departments and in appropriate international fora 
to ensure continued effective and constructive collaboration in relation to the situation of older 
people in society.

Alcohol Sales Legislation

16/04/2013WRUU024001114. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the proposals that are 
under consideration to address the problem of below cost selling of alcohol; if he will provide 
an update on progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16563/13]

16/04/2013WRUU025001197. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the progress that has 
been made to date in addressing the problem of the below cost selling of alcohol; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16562/13]

16/04/2013WRUU02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1114 and 1197 together.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that real and tangible proposals are currently being fi-
nalised on foot of the recommendations in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report. These 
proposals cover all of the areas mentioned in the report, including legislation on minimum unit 
pricing which is about setting a statutory floor price per gram of alcohol.

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has considered these proposals and I intend to 
bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government as soon as possible.
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In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation is continuing.  For example, in conjunction with Northern Ireland, a health impact 
assessment is being commissioned as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for 
minimum unit pricing. (Scotland commissioned the same sort of assessment before it drafted 
its legislation on minimum unit pricing.) The health impact assessment will study the impact of 
different minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.

Homeless Persons Supports

16/04/2013WRUU027001115. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding pro-
vided by the Health Service Executive to bodies working in the area of homelessness in each 
year for 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and the amounts projected for 2013 subdivided 
into HSE area; and if expended on social inclusion children and families or other objectives. 
[17346/13]

16/04/2013WRUU02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Government and local authorities have statutory responsibility for the provision 
of homelessness services in Ireland in line with the National Homeless Strategy, ‘‘The Way 
Home 2008-2013’ and ‘Pathway to Home’.

Local authorities identify and address the level of need through a range of community based 
accommodation options and related housing supports, and the HSE and its partner agencies ar-
range health and personal social care supports appropriate to the individual service user’s needs 
within this structure.

The allocation of the HSE’s homeless budget comes within the remit of the HSE and is 
allocated based on identified needs in line with the overall financial constraints that the HSE 
operates within.

The specific information requested for each of the years in question is not readily available.  
However I have asked the Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I will 
forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Mental Health Services Staff

16/04/2013WRUU029001116. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if all the 150 additional 
posts for the child and adolescent mental health teams in 2012 have been filled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17761/13]

16/04/2013WRUU030001302. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 679 of 16 October 2012, the number of the 150 posts promised for child and 
adolescent mental health services that are now in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17321/13]

16/04/2013WRUU03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1116 and 1302 together.

Progress on the recruitment of the 150 posts for Child and Adolescent Community Mental 
Health Teams approved in 2012 is continuing.   I understand that 109 of these posts have either 
been filled or have a start date over the next few weeks and that the recruitment of the remainder 
of these new posts is being given priority within the HSE.   I will continue to closely monitor 
implementation of this important initiative over the coming months.
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Irish Blood Transfusion Service

16/04/2013WRUU032001117. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will consider requesting 
that the Health Service Executive to extend the clinic opening hours for the donation of blood 
platelet donations to cover at least one weekend per calendar month in view of the fact that the 
current arrangements make it very difficult for potential donators to attend on a regular basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15978/13]

16/04/2013WRUU03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS) 
remit is to provide a safe and reliable blood service to the Irish health system. Blood, and the 
products derived from it, are an integral facet of health care delivery. A major objective of the 
organisation is to ensure that it always has the necessary programmes and procedures in place 
to protect both the donors of blood and recipients of blood and blood products.

I have been informed by the IBTS that their current collection model for platelets is meet-
ing demand. They have no plans at this time to open weekend platelet collection clinics but this 
matter is under constant review.

Narcolepsy Disorder

16/04/2013WRUU034001118. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason for the lack of follow 
through on his commitment to SOUND that a report would be put to Government proposing a 
range of supports for sufferers of narcolepsy as a result of vaccination with Pandemrix prior to 
Summer recess 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16024/13]

16/04/2013WRUU035001119. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that he still 
intends to progress the report to Government proposing a range of supports for sufferers of nar-
colepsy as a result of vaccination with Pandemrix, if he will provide a definite time frame for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16025/13]

16/04/2013WRUU036001120. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason that he has yet to meet 
with SOUND sufferers of unique narcolepsy disorder in view of (details supplied) [16026/13]

16/04/2013WRUU037001121. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a comprehen-
sive response to the HSPC report investigation of an increase in the incidence of narcolepsy in 
children and adolescents in 2009 and 2010; if he will list the full package of life long supports 
that the victims may expect; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16027/13]

16/04/2013WRUU038001122. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he understands the suffering 
the victims of Pandemrix and their families have been through for the past three years and that 
the families need an urgent detailed update as to where the report to Government detailing sup-
ports to be put in place is; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16028/13]

16/04/2013WRUU039001123. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health in the event that the progress of 
the report proposing supports to sufferers of narcolepsy as a result of vaccination with Pandem-
rix has stalled, if he will disclose the roadblocks he has encountered; the way he intends to deal 
with them; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16029/13]

16/04/2013WRUU039501151. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if a package of supports has been 
drawn up by his Department or the Health Service Executive for families affected by unique 
narcolepsy disorder as a result of receiving a vaccination and on the back of a report published 
on 19 April 2012 acknowledging the casual links between the vaccination and narcolepsy; the 
reason for the delay in providing this package of supports when families had originally been 
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told that they would be in place by July 2012, and then October 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16272/13]

16/04/2013WRUU039751173. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to date on the matter of supports for those children and adolescents suffering with narcolepsy 
and additional medical complications following vaccination with Pandemrix which was to be 
submitted prior to the summer recess of Dáil Éireann and again in September and October; if, 
as outlined in his response of that date, this matter has been given priority by his Department 
and the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16399/13]

16/04/2013WRUU04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1118 to 
1123, inclusive, 1151 and 1173 together.

My priority is to ensure that children/adolescents affected by narcolepsy, with symptom on-
set post pandemic vaccination are provided with a range of services and supports to meet their 
health needs.  The Health Service Executive has responsibility for health service delivery and 
at my request the HSE developed a range of appropriate services and supports to address the 
needs of this group.  Together, the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills provide a 
very comprehensive range of services and supports to those affected.

These supports and services include access to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, 
temporary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses incurred. This includes expenses for 
counselling services for individuals and also for families of children affected by narcolepsy fol-
lowing pandemic vaccination, in cases where such services are not already available through 
the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for the appropriate individualised health 
and educational supports to be put in place are ongoing. The National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents 
of children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children and adoles-
cents affected.

The HSE’s advocacy unit is in regular contact with the support group SOUND and last met 
representatives of the group on 28 February 2013.  Through regional co-ordinators the HSE 
also has frequent contact with individual members of SOUND and recently held an information 
day to ensure those affected were fully aware of all of the services available.  My Department 
is considering all possible supports which may need to be put in place for those affected by 
Narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.   I would like to assure the Deputy that this matter 
continues to be a priority for my Department.  A further meeting with representatives from the 
support group will be arranged when the matter has been concluded.

Newborn Screening Cards

16/04/2013WRVV002001124. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will consider extend-
ing the deadline of 31 March 2013 for the public to consent to their records or those of their 
children being kept regarding Guthrie screening cards between 1984 and 2002 under the the 
national newborn bloodspot screening programme, and if he will consider creating a public 
awareness campaign on the issue  [16046/13]

16/04/2013WRVV003001171. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his position in relation 
to the retention of newborn screening cards for children born from 1984 to 2011 in view of the 
recent decision to stop the immediate destruction of this information; and if he will outline his 
proposals to retain this valuable source of medical information [16394/13]

16/04/2013WRVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1124 and 
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1171 together.

I have requested that the HSE hold off on the destruction of the (so called) Guthrie Cards, 
cards which contain blood samples from children born in Ireland dating back to 1984. I have 
asked for the delay amid concern over the effectiveness of a communication campaign to alert 
the general public to the issue.  I have asked that the delay give time for an expert group to 
consider the matter further.

The newborn screening cards taken between 1984 and 2002, which contain blood samples 
from children born in Ireland, were retained without the informed consent of the parents or 
guardians of the children. There is no written consent from parents for the retention or use of 
these newborn screening cards taken between 1984 and 2002 for research, or other, purposes.

The Data Protection Commissioner had ruled that the cards should be destroyed by the HSE 
to comply with a ruling from the Data Protection Commissioner that the indefinite retention of 
newborn screening cards breached the Data Protection Acts 1998 and 2003. 

The HSE has been running a campaign to allow parents of children born between 1984 and 
2002 who wish to donate their child’s newborn screening card for research to have the card 
returned to them. They can then donate them for research purposes.

In the wake of mounting concern from a range of respected bodies about the potential value 
into the future of the loss of the material, and in the context of low public awareness of the issue, 
I have requested that no destruction of the cards begins pending legal advice from the Attorney 
General and before an expert group has had an opportunity to consider the matter further.

Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRVV005001125. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Mayo has been refused a medical card; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16047/13]

16/04/2013WRVV00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

EU Directives

16/04/2013WRVV007001126. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health following the consultation on the 
draft European tobacco directive which was concluded on 16 January 2013 and you confirmed 
on 5 March 2013 that 6,400 responses were received and you also confirmed that the results of 
the public consultation and consultations with other Government Departments will feed into the 
discussions which are taking place with all member states of the EU at the European Council’s 
working party on public health which is chaired by Ireland during the Irish Presidency, the 
number of meetings of the working party on public health that have taken place where the draft 
tobacco directive was discussed since 16 January 2013; the number of the 6,400 submissions 
that supported a minimum pack size on 40 g for rolling tobacco; the number of the 6,400 sub-
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missions that supported extending the picture health warning to 75% of the pack; the number of 
the 6,400 submissions that supported the introduction of plain packaging of tobacco products; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16052/13]

16/04/2013WRVV008001127. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that all Gov-
ernment Departments are mandated to conduct a regulatory impact analysis to objectively look 
at legislative proposals and examine the reasons for it, the alternatives to it, the costs and the 
benefits; if a regulatory impact assessment was conducted by his Department in relation to the 
draft tobacco products directive and the date on which this was this completed; if he will con-
firm what the findings of the impact assessment were in relation to jobs at a legitimate tobacco 
manufacturing facility in Mullingar, County Westmeath, which employs 100 people; if he will 
also confirm if the impact on smuggling and illegal selling of tobacco was taken into account in 
the regulatory impact assessment  [16053/13]

16/04/2013WRVV00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1126 and 
1127 together.

Last December, the European Commission published a proposal for a new EU Tobacco 
Products Directive, the ultimate purpose of which is to reduce the numbers of people smoking.  
The proposal was published following extensive consultation of stakeholders in an EU wide 
public consultation which generated 85,000 responses.  The proposal is being discussed by the 
European Parliament and Council of Ministers and the Commission has expressed the hope that 
it will be adopted by the European Parliament and Council in 2014.  The Public Health Work-
ing Party has met seven times to discuss the Tobacco Products Directive.  These meetings are 
ongoing and will continue throughout the Irish Presidency.

My Department has not conducted a Regulatory Impact Assessment on the proposal to date.  
An Impact Assessment was conducted by the European Commission, which involved exten-
sive public and targeted stakeholders’ consultations.  The Impact Assessment also considered 
a number of external studies, opinions from the Commission’s independent Scientific Com-
mittee (SCENIHR) and Eurobarometer surveys.  The Impact Assessment is available at http://
ec.europa.eu/health/tobacco/products/revision/index_en.htm.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department held a public consultation following the publication 
of the proposal.  The analysis of the submissions received is ongoing.

Assisted Human Reproduction

16/04/2013WRVV010001128. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) in County Dublin regarding assisted human reproduction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16042/13]

16/04/2013WRVV01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am currently considering policy proposals 
on the regulation of Assisted Human Reproduction and related matters, including surrogacy.  
These policy proposals have not yet been submitted to Government.

Health Information

16/04/2013WRVV012001129. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to 
ensure that only appropriate content is put up on the website spunout.ie in future and if he will 
advise as to the funding that has been provided to this organisation over the past five years (de-
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tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16074/13]

16/04/2013WRVV013001150. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
State funding for the Health Service Executive ultimately is his responsibility, if he will explain 
at a time when persons are waiting on trolleys and thousands of persons are waiting for neces-
sary procedures to be carried out each week, the reason the State is funding a website - spunout.
ie - at a cost of €250,000 per year; his views on whether this is necessary and sensible; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16271/13]

16/04/2013WRVV01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1129 and 
1150 together.

The HSE funds external organisations such as SpunOut.ie to provide health information and 
support services signposting for 16-25 year olds on a wide range of health issues. These include 
mental health, obesity, tobacco, alcohol, suicide awareness and sexual health.  The priority is to 
promote health and well-being and empower young people to make informed health choices to 
reduce demand on acute health services.

SpunOut.ie actively engages with the online community of young people to promote the 
health information and advice services on the site.  In 2012, Spunout.ie had 1,087,442 site vis-
its, averaging 2,979 visits per day.   46% of site visitors accessed the Health and Life section, 
35% accessed the Find Help section.  SpunOut also delivered a series of awareness and action 
campaigns engaging young people on topics such as positive mental health, cyber bullying and 
safe sex.

The HSE has assured me that they have requested that SpunOut review the content of their 
material and to ensure that systems are in place to guarantee that this process is rigorously ap-
plied to all content on the website.  SpunOut has also been asked to provide a time-frame for all 
existing published site content, including the article on “threesomes” in question, to go through 
the revised content validation process. It should be noted that the original content of this article, 
was not submitted to HSE for review or approval prior to publication, however this has now 
been reviewed and validated.  The HSE will also strengthen reporting requirements in relation 
to content generation, editorial and validation activity in relation to all Health topics on the site.

SpunOut.ie is co-funded by the National Office for Health Promotion and the National Of-
fice for Suicide Prevention. Details of funding for the last 5 years are as follows.

2008 : €165,000

2009 : €140,000

2010 : €133,000

2011 ; €130,300

2012 :  €130,300

Hospital Facilities

16/04/2013WRVV015001130. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no heli-
pad at Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16076/13]

16/04/2013WRVV01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
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directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Health Services Staff Numbers

16/04/2013WRVV017001131. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the Health 
Service Executive regional service plan 2013; if it is practical from a service point of view to 
have one Director of Nursing over eight units in West Cork stretching from Kinsale to Castle-
townbere; if he will explain the way this proposal can deliver a better service to older people in 
this region; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16077/13]

16/04/2013WRVV01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRVV019001132. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of methadone dis-
pensing level 2 general practitioners across the country, broken down by Health Service Execu-
tive region; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16108/13]

16/04/2013WRVV02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are a total 
of 67 methadone dispensing Level 2 General Practitioners operating across the country.  The 
breakdown by HSE region is as follows:

HSE Dublin Mid Leinster - 41

HSE Dublin North East - 24

HSE West - 1

HSE South -1

A total of 9,455 people were recorded as being in receipt of methadone maintenance on the 
Central Treatment List at the end of February 2013.  Of these 5,955 people had their methadone 
dispensed by pharmacists in the community rather than in specialist addiction clinics.  The total 
number of GPs and pharmacies involved in providing methadone maintenance were 310 and 
552 respectively.

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRVV021001133. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he will provide information in 
relation to the most up to date figures regarding waiting lists for methadone clinics; if he will 
provide figures in relation to the average number of months involved in waiting to access a 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16109/13]

16/04/2013WRVV02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

Health Services Staff Recruitment
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16/04/2013WRVV023001134. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the following medi-
cal positions have not been filled at Sligo General Hospital, dermatology, urology diabetics and 
epilepsy along with six other positions; if he will restore the sum of €1.2 million allocated in 
budget 2013 and subsequently withdrawn; if he will implement these posts as a priority for the 
north west; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16110/13]

16/04/2013WRVV02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The Health Sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

Cancer Screening Programme

16/04/2013WRVV025001135. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the hospitals in which the 
Oncotype DX test is available for patients; if he will outline the benefits of this test; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16129/13]

16/04/2013WRVV02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Oncotype DX is a laboratory test indicated 
for women for node negative, hormone receptor positive and HER 2 Neu negative invasive 
breast cancer.  The test provides a risk score that helps determine whether a woman should 
proceed with chemotherapy in addition to hormone therapy.  The clinical data published for 
the use of this test has indicated that up to 30% of women who would otherwise have received 
chemotherapy will now be considered as low risk and as a result will be spared the toxicity and 
long term side effects of treatment.

The HSE National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) requires that the test be confined to 
a clearly defined population of node negative breast cancer patients who have had their treat-
ment plan and suitability for chemotherapy and testing confirmed at one of the designated can-
cer centres (including the satellite at Letterkenny General Hospital).

The test is currently available for eligible patients who have been reviewed at a multi-
disciplinary meeting (MDT) in the designated cancer centres.  However testing is provided in 
any public unit once the patient has been discussed at MDT and has fulfilled the clinical criteria 
outlined in the guidelines developed as part of the approval process.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRVV027001136. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken by his Department to constructively engage with groups representing persons with dis-
abilities and to communicate on issues affecting persons with disabilities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16131/13]

16/04/2013WRVV02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
procedures agreed by the National Disability Strategy Implementation Group, there is an onus 
on all Government Departments to consult with disability stakeholders in developing their Dis-
ability Strategy Implementation Plans. The Department of Health met with the Disability Stake-
holder Group and engaged in wide-ranging discussions on the draft contents of its Plan on the 
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11 April 2013.

In addition, the Department of Health is currently in the process of reconstituting its Disabil-
ity Advisory Group, which will be made up of representatives from Government Departments 
and the Disability Sector. The Department is also involved in a number of cross departmental 
and cross sectoral groups which involve consultation with the Disability sector; including the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government’s Implementation Moni-
toring Group for the National Housing Strategy for people with a disability and the Health 
Service Executive’s National Consultative Forum on Disability.

16/04/2013WRVV02850Nursing Homes Support Scheme

16/04/2013WRVV029001137. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason applicants, who have 
been both medically approved and satisfy means testing, are experiencing a four to five week 
delay before the fair deal scheme commences.  [16141/13]

16/04/2013WRVV03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): According to 
the HSE’s Performance Report for December 2012 (the most recent available), 100% of com-
plete NHSS applications were processed within four weeks.  An application is complete when 
the Nursing Home Support Office has received all of the necessary documentation and informa-
tion required to make a determination.  This includes documentary evidence of all income and 
assets as well as documentation regarding title of any properties owned.

The HSE operates a national placement list to enable it to operate within the budget for the 
Scheme.  Funding is currently being released on a weekly basis. At end of January it was tak-
ing an average of 34 days for funding to issue, from the date that the person’s application was 
determined.

The 2013 Service Plan sets a target of 22,761 people to be in receipt of financial support 
at end-2013, compared to 22,065 at end-2012.  Approvals will continue to be granted and the 
position will be kept under constant weekly review.  The HSE is monitoring the Scheme on a 
weekly basis and has demonstrated its ability to manage this process effectively.

Thalidomide Victims Compensation

16/04/2013WRVV031001138. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he has had any recent 
meetings with the Irish Thalidomide Association or the Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society 
and if he will provide an update of the outcomes of those meetings.  [16146/13]

16/04/2013WRVV032001141. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he has met with the Irish 
Thalidomide Association and the Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society; if he will provide an 
update on those meetings; the progress being made; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16180/13]

16/04/2013WRVV033001176. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will 
meet with the Irish Thalidomide Survivors’ Society to discuss the needs of the 32 survivors for 
an open care package as in other countries; and if he will consider the German model of care 
and address the individual specific needs of the survivors.  [16406/13]

16/04/2013WRVV034001182. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in respect of the Irish 
Thalidomide Survivor’s Society, if he will reinstate the previous commitments that were given 
in 1975 and guarantee this commitment on moral grounds; if he will meet with the group to 
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discuss in depth precisely what his health care package entails; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16449/13]

16/04/2013WRVV035001183. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in respect of the Irish Tha-
lidomide Survivor’s Society with regard to car adaptations, the proposals he has to deal with the 
small amount of people who actually need assistance with regard to car adaptations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16450/13]

16/04/2013WRVV036001191. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with the Irish 
Thalidomide Survivors’ Society as a matter of priority.  [16494/13]

16/04/2013WRVV037001214. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will convene a meeting with 
the Department of Social Protection, the Department of Environment, Community and Local 
Government and the Thalidomide Survivors groups as a matter of urgency to prepare a compre-
hensive plan for the delivery of a care package for the 32 Thalidomide survivors which honours 
the commitment given to their parents in 1975.  [16655/13]

16/04/2013WRVV038001215. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that funds are ring-
fenced to meet the needs of the 32 Thalidomide survivors, including access to car and dwelling 
adapations, personal assistances, and any other measures necessary in a comprehensive care 
package.  [16658/13]

16/04/2013WRVV039001295. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken 
to deliver upon the commitment in the programme for Government to ensure that justice is de-
livered in respect of survivors of thalidomide and thereby enable them to achieve access to the 
appropriate medical services and appropriate compensation in accordance with that to which 
all other citizens who suffer personal injury are entitled; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17203/13]

16/04/2013WRVV04000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1138, 1141, 
1176, 1182, 1183, 1191, 1214, 1215 and 1295 together.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to reopen discussions with Irish 
survivors of thalidomide. I met with both representative organisations in July 2011 and have 
been in correspondence since.

Given the challenges that persist for each individual, this Government’s aim is to address the 
health and personal social care needs of thalidomide survivors living in Ireland.  I have stated 
that I am willing to enter into discussions about a health care package on a non-statutory basis; 
an ex-gratia payment having regard to current financial circumstances; and a statement to the 
Dáil recognising the challenges faced by survivors.

The Irish Thalidomide Association announced publicly in 2012 that it had ceased talks with 
the Government. The Association’s legal adviser has initiated personal injuries claims against 
the manufacturer and distributors of the Thalidomide drug and the State.

The Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society is seeking, amongst other things, an independent 
agency with ring-fenced funding to provide for a statutory package to provide for their needs 
including health and personal services, housing adaptations, heating, transport and clothing. I 
am not in a position to meet the demands of the Society. I would also point out that each Irish 
thalidomide survivor has a medical card and it is open to each individual to apply for the nu-
merous public supports available to people with a disability provided by other Departments 
such as housing adaptation grants, disabled drivers tax concessions and disability allowance. 
However, I have asked the Society to consider, in good faith, proceeding with a Health Care 
Protocol which envisaged appointing and training a multi-disciplinary team, arranging a multi-
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disciplinary health evaluation, identifying and documenting their health care needs/issues and 
developing plans to address those needs. The Society are unwilling to proceed on that basis.

There are currently 32 Irish Thalidomide survivors.  Each survivor received lump sum pay-
ments from a German Foundation and the Irish Government in the early 1970s.  In 1975 the 
lump-sums paid by the Irish Government ranged from €6,400 to €21,000.  In addition, each 
survivor receives on-going monthly payments from both the German Foundation and the Irish 
Government.  Combining the Irish and German payments, most individuals receive over €2,500 
per month, or €575 per week tax free.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRVV041001139. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if personal assistant services 
for persons with disabilities will be maintained at the same level as that provided in 2012; if he 
will outline in detail the way the additional funding of €4 million to address the service needs 
of school-leavers in 2013 is allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16147/13]

16/04/2013WRVV04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment and the HSE are committed to protecting the level of Personal Assistant services available 
to persons with disabilities.  In the 2013 National Service Plan (NSP), the HSE’s priority is to 
maximise the provision of services to people with disabilities within available resources and to 
maintain a consistent level to that provided for in 2012, including the provision of 1.68 million 
hours of Personal Assistant/Home Support Hours.

The demand for life-skills training and day services for school-leavers with disabilities con-
tinues to grow.  The HSE expects that approximately 700 school-leavers will require services in 
2013.  I am pleased to confirm that, although the 2013 allocation for disability services has been 
reduced by 1.2%, the HSE National Service Plan includes an additional €4m to provide training 
places and day services for school-leavers in 2013.  This funding will be allocated to each HSE 
Region based on the percentage of population.

The recommendations of the National Working Group for the Review of HSE-funded Adult 
Day Services (New Directions) will guide the reconfiguration and modernisation of HSE fund-
ed adult day services and will underpin the collaborative action in terms of flexibility and in-
novation when addressing requirements for school leavers in 2013.

Currently the National Disability Unit is liaising with the Regional Leads for Disability 
Services in terms of a cohesive and collaborative approach to meeting the needs of school leav-
ers within the resources available.   Both the voluntary sector and the HSE are committed to 
the best use of this funding in a creative and flexible manner so as to secure as many places as 
possible.

Alcohol Advertising

16/04/2013WRVV043001140. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the extent 
of communication that has taken place between his Department and the drinks industry in rela-
tion to taking positive action to address alcohol misuse and to discuss the issues surrounding 
sponsorship and advertising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16179/13]

16/04/2013WRVV04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Engagement of the 
nature asked by the Deputy has largely been in the context of the National Substance Misuse 
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Strategy given its recommendations on sponsorship and advertising of alcohol.  These com-
munications have been both oral and written.  In addition, an official from my Department is a 
member of the Alcohol Marketing Communications Monitoring Body (AMCMB).  This body 
monitors adherence and compliance with voluntary codes of practice on the placement of alco-
hol advertising, and the drinks industry has one representative on this body.

I wish to also advise the Deputy that real and tangible proposals are now being finalised on 
the basis of the National Substance Misuse Strategy recommendations and I expect to submit 
them as soon as possible to the Government for consideration and approval.

  Question No. 1141 answered with Question No. 1138.

Universal Health Insurance Provision

16/04/2013WRVV046001142. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Health his plans for coverage of 
mental illness and prescribed medicines under the proposed new universal health insurance 
schemes. [16202/13]

16/04/2013WRVV04700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health 
service, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where access is based on need, not on 
income.  Under UHI, everyone will be insured and will have equal access to a standard package 
of primary and acute hospital services, including acute mental health services.  A new Insur-
ance Fund will subsidise or pay insurance premiums for those who qualify for a subsidy. The 
new UHI system will be underpinned by a robust legislative framework and grounded in the 
principles of open enrolment, lifetime cover and community rating.

The Department is preparing a White Paper on Universal Health Insurance which will pro-
vide further detail on the UHI model for Ireland.  As part of this work, policy proposals are be-
ing developed in relation to defining the scope and content of services covered by the standard 
UHI package.  Following careful consideration by Government, these proposals will feed into 
the development of the published White Paper.

In advance of the White Paper, I published The Path to Universal Healthcare: A Preliminary 
Paper on Universal Health Insurance in February 2013. This document provides a comprehen-
sive update on progress achieved to date and sets out the main actions for the road ahead in 
relation to laying the foundations for UHI.

Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

16/04/2013WRVV048001143. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the 
age restriction of 16 years old for cover for mental illness on the long-term illness card is legally 
valid, in view of the legal difficulties that arose under equality legislation with age limits on the 
mobility allowance.  [16203/13]

16/04/2013WRVV04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Regulations were 
made in 1971, 1973 and 1975 specifying the conditions covered by the Long Term Illness 
Scheme. The Health Services (Amendment) Regulations, 1971 (S.I. No. 277/1971) specified 
that Mental Illness in a person under 16 should be covered under the scheme. 
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Medical Card Delays

16/04/2013WRVV050001144. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an application 
for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the reason for the delay 
in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16206/13]

16/04/2013WRVV05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White) (Deputy Alex 
White): The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRVV052001145. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a hospital bed will become 
available in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16207/13]

16/04/2013WRVV05300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRWW00100Water Fluoridation

16/04/2013WRWW002001146. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an out-
line of his position on water fluoridation, address concerns that the practice may be detrimental 
to a person’s health; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16214/13]

16/04/2013WRWW00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White) (Deputy Alex 
White): Water fluoridation and the use of appropriate fluorides is a major plank of public health 
policy in Ireland in the prevention and management of tooth decay. In 2002 the Forum on Fluo-
ridation, which was established to review this policy, concluded that the fluoridation of public 
piped water supplies should continue as a public health measure. 

The effects of fluoridation on health and related matters are kept under constant review. The 
Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, established in 2004, monitors new and emerging is-
sues on fluoride and its effects. It advises that the balance of scientific evidence worldwide con-
firms that water fluoridation, at the optimal level, does not cause any ill effects and is the safest 
and most cost effective method of protecting the oral health of the population. The opinion of 
the Expert Body is supported by the World Health Organisation; the Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Public Health Service and the Surgeon General of the United States; the 
World Dental Federation; the International Association for Dental Research; the Royal College 
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of Physicians of England and by major international scientifically validated reviews in many 
countries.

Hospital Services

16/04/2013WRWW005001147. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when it was decided to remove 
access to phlebotomy services at Cavan General Hospital for diabetics attending consultants but 
not referred specifically as a result of an appointment at the diabetic day centre; the reason for 
the decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16221/13]

16/04/2013WRWW00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the par-
ticular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRWW00700General Medical Services Scheme Administration

16/04/2013WRWW008001148. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the reason medication (details 
supplied) is not covered by the GMS service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16224/13]

16/04/2013WRWW00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is re-
sponsible for the administration of the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme, therefore, the 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRWW01000Disability Support Services Issues

16/04/2013WRWW011001149. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he has a policy in place 
when local authorities are providing new playground facilities that they would provide play-
ground equipment, which is, at least in part, accessible for children with disabilities, including 
children in wheelchairs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16267/13]

16/04/2013WRWW01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Depart-
ment of Health has no responsibility for playground facilities.  Under the National Disability 
Strategy, responsibility for the accessibility of facilities to children and adults with disabilities 
lies with the Government Department or public body with general responsibility for the provi-
sion of the facilities in question to all citizens.

Question No. 1150 answered with Question No. 1129.

Question No. 1151 answered with Question No. 1118.

16/04/2013WRWW01500Food Safety Authority Meetings

16/04/2013WRWW016001152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when the board of the Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland will have sufficient directors so as to enable it to lawfully meet. 
[16298/13]

16/04/2013WRWW01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): I presume that the 
Deputy is referring to Board members of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland rather than direc-
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tors. The board of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland currently has 8 members. This is above 
the quorum of 4 necessary for it to meet lawfully. The Board most recently met on the 15 March 
2013.

16/04/2013WRWW01800Medical Card Appeals

16/04/2013WRWW019001153. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16307/13]

16/04/2013WRWW02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

16/04/2013WRWW02100Health Services Expenditure

16/04/2013WRWW022001154. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he or his Department 
are aware of a funding deficit for St Catherine’s Association, County Wicklow; if they have 
been contacted by the association in regard to it and a possible 40% reduction in front-line staff; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16313/13]

16/04/2013WRWW02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Deputy 
may be aware, the HSE has been working for some time with this provider of services in rela-
tion to the sustainability of this organisation.

St. Catherine’s is a very valued service in Co. Wicklow, but has grown significantly over a 
very short timeframe in an unsustainable way.

The HSE has assured me that it is anxious to help St. Catherine’s to return to sustainability 
and is working very closely with them to ensure that this valuable service can continue on a 
sustainable footing.  I understand that St. Catherine’s is also engaging with the Department of 
Education and Skills on education related issues.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRWW02400Long Stay Residential Units

16/04/2013WRWW025001155. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the Health Service Executive warning within its National Operational Plan 2013 (details sup-
plied); the planning he is undertaking for the significant growth in requirement for long-term 
residential care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16319/13]

16/04/2013WRWW026001158. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a timeframe 
in respect of the finalisation and publication of the Health Service Executive Review of Public 
Nursing Home Units; in the interest of openness and transparency, if he will commit to publish-



16 April 2013

491

ing the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16322/13]

16/04/2013WRWW02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1155 and 1158 together.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive must prepare a service plan and 
submit it to the Minister for Health for approval.  The National Service Plan sets out the quan-
tum and type of health services to be provided in 2013 within the overall level of funding pro-
vided.

In accordance with the Act Minister Reilly approved the Plan and laid a copy before both 
Houses of the Oireachtas on 9th   January this year.  Subsequently, the Executive prepared and 
published its Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which underpin the National Service 
Plan. 

The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services set out in these Regional Plans and to 
ensure that services are delivered within budget.   The demand for these services will continue 
to grow with changing demographics, and the associated complex needs of an ageing popula-
tion.  At the last Census, there were over 535,000 people over the age of 65 in Ireland. This was 
an increase of 14.4% since the 2011 Census. It is estimated that by 2041, there will be between 
1.3m and 1.4m people over the age of 65 in Ireland, with the greatest increases in the over 80 
age group.

As the Deputy is aware, the Department is working closely with the HSE to develop an 
overall plan regarding future public nursing home provision for the Minister’s consideration.  
The plan will reflect regional need and have regard to the current severe financial constraints, 
restrictions on public sector staffing and recruitment and the on-going need to meet service and 
safety standards; all of which pose challenges for community nursing units across the country.  
Additional work is needed before this exercise can be completed and a set of proposals pre-
sented to the Minister for consideration. 

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme, A Fair Deal, is a demand-led, resource capped sys-
tem of financial support for people assessed as needing long-term nursing home care.   Funding 
is currently being released on a weekly basis. At end of January it was taking an average of 34 
days for funding to issue, from the date that the person’s application was determined.

The 2013 Service Plan sets a target of 22,761 people to be in receipt of financial support 
at end-2013, compared to 22,065 at end-2012.  Approvals will continue to be granted and the 
position will be kept under constant weekly review.  The HSE is  monitoring the Scheme on a 
weekly basis and has demonstrated its ability to manage this process effectively.

Work on the review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is ongoing. The review will in-
clude an examination of the on-going sustainability of the Scheme. It is expected that the review 
will be completed in 2013. 

16/04/2013WRWW02800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

16/04/2013WRWW029001156. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a specific 
timeframe and commitment in respect of when updated cost of care figures for public nursing 
home units will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16320/13]

16/04/2013WRWW030001157. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason there is a lack of 
transparency in respect of the cost of care under the nursing home support scheme in respect of 
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public nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16321/13]

16/04/2013WRWW03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1156 and 1157 together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009 requires the Minister to lay details of the 
goods and services which constitute long-term residential care services in public nursing home 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas.  The full list of goods and services which was laid before 
the Houses is available on the Department’s website at:

http://www.dohc.ie/issues/fair_deal/cost_components.pdf?direct=1

The list of goods and services set out in the Deed of Agreement between the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and each private nursing home that is approved for the purposes 
of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is consistent with the list of goods and services which 
was laid before the Houses.

Revised  public nursing home cost of care figures will be published shortly.

Question No. 1158 answered with Question No. 1155.

16/04/2013WRWW03300Maternity Services

16/04/2013WRWW034001159. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health with regard to the draft national 
consent policy in relation to refusal of treatment in pregnancy, if the guideline which says that 
a woman’s refusal of treatment which may impact on the life of the foetus must require a legal 
opinion to be sought and if this is not a serious breach of the woman’s human rights regarding 
her own decision making with regard to giving birth.  [16324/13]

16/04/2013WRWW03500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly):  An adult with capac-
ity can refuse all forms of treatment (including life-sustaining treatment) even where such a 
refusal may be considered unwise and/or conflict with prevailing medical advice and could lead 
to his/her death. The case [In the matter of a Ward of Court (withholding medical treatment) 
(No. 2) [1996] 2 IR 79] established that an adult with capacity has the right to refuse medical 
treatment to facilitate a natural death.  

A number of subsequent court cases have reinforced the rulings from the Ward of Court 
case, in particular JM v The Board of Management of St Vincent’s Hospital [2002] 1 IR 321 and 
Fitzpatrick v FK (No.2) [2008] IEHC 104.

However, this situation becomes more complex in the case of pregnancy given that the 
rights of both parties (i.e. the mother and unborn) need to be considered.  As the HSE’s Consent 
Policy remains in draft form it would be inappropriate for me to comment on it at this stage.  I 
expect the policy to be finalised shortly.

16/04/2013WRWW03600Disability Support Services Provision

16/04/2013WRWW037001160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the total number of staff em-
ployed by the specialist services for children within the multidisciplinary autism team in Coun-
ty Donegal; if he will provide in tabular form the number of staff employed in the specialist 
services for children within the multidisciplinary autism team in County Donegal for 2008, 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the number of staff employed by the specialist services for children 
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within the multidisciplinary autism team in County Donegal that are currently on maternity 
leave; the number of staff that have been employed on temporary contracts to replace those on 
maternity leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16336/13]

16/04/2013WRWW03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): My Department will 
look into the matter and I will respond to you directly.

16/04/2013WRWW03900Disability Support Services Issues

16/04/2013WRWW040001161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding that has 
been allocated to the Donegal Autism Service specifically for the support of children diagnosed 
as being on the autistic spectrum in County Donegal for 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; the 
total amount that has been allocated under the Health Service Executive care plan for 2013 for 
the support of children diagnosed as being on the autistic spectrum in County Donegal for 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16337/13]

16/04/2013WRWW04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): My Department will 
look into the matter and I will respond to you directly.

16/04/2013WRWW04200Disability Support Services Provision

16/04/2013WRWW043001162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
an initial appointment with the relevant children’s specialists on the autism team in County 
Donegal; the average length of time from when a child is initially referred to the autism team 
and a full assessment or diagnosis is made; the number of children in County Donegal who are 
awaiting an initial appointment with a relevant specialist within the autism team; the number 
of children who have been referred to the autism team in County Donegal who are undergoing 
assessment or awaiting final diagnosis; the percentage of children referred to the autism team in 
each of the past five years who have been diagnosed as having autistic spectrum disorder; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16338/13]

16/04/2013WRWW04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): My Department will 
look into the matter and I will respond to you directly.

16/04/2013WRWW04500Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRWW046001163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he has considered corre-
spondence sent to him outlining the situation whereby two Departments (details supplied) in 
Sligo Regional Hospital have taken the decision to suspend referrals from general practitioners 
in County Donegal due to a backlog of waiting lists and increasing workload; the steps being 
taken by him to resolve this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16339/13]

16/04/2013WRWW04700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): I have made inquiries 
and my officials are not aware of the correspondence referred to by the Deputy, however, as this 
is a service issue I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to this matter.   

16/04/2013WRWW04800Hospital Services
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16/04/2013WRWW049001164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
an appointment with a dermatology specialist in both Letterkenny General Hospital and Sligo 
Regional Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16340/13]

16/04/2013WRWW05000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the par-
ticular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRWW05100Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRWW052001165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is ac-
ceptable that a person (details supplied) in County Donegal, who was referred by their general 
practitioner in June 2012 as an urgent case for a surgical procedure due to their pain levels is 
still awaiting the procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16341/13]

16/04/2013WRWW05300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): The management of 
in-patient and daycase waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the prin-
ciple that after urgent and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients 
should be seen in chronological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Medical Products

16/04/2013WRWW055001166. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the alleged use of an allegedly defective hip product in a hospital (details supplied) 
for a defined period of time; if he will explain the delay between the surgeons raising concerns 
and the patients being notified; the date on which the Health Service Executive Serious Inci-
dent Management Team, that was appointed to investigate the issue, will make their findings 
public and to explain the delay in reporting back on an issue that was first raised in 2008; if he 
will confirm the reasons given by the manufacturer for the withdrawal of the product from the 
market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16344/13]

16/04/2013WRWW05600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): I am advised by the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) that the Executive stopped using the product combination 
referred to by the Deputy in 2008 when the Executive discovered unexpected early joint re-
placement failure in a small number of patients.  The product had been in use in two hospitals 
in Cork between 2005 and August 2008. A management plan and incident management team 
was put in place at the time to oversee the review/recall process. All the individuals potentially 
affected were identified and seen.  The HSE have confirmed that all patients who required revi-
sion surgery have had revision surgery - others will be monitored via out-patient appointments.  

The incident was notified to the HSE Serious Incident Management Team in June 2010 and 
a report  has now been completed and conveyed to the HSE.  

 I have arranged to have the Deputy’s question referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and a more detailed response.
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16/04/2013WRWW05700Medical Goods Regulation

16/04/2013WRWW058001167. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the action he will take 
regarding Health Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods Bill 2012 whereby there was concerns 
at the Bill’s failure to exempt anti-epileptic drugs from the new system of generic substitution 
as recommended in the Morning Report 2010 as is the standard practice internationally (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16347/13]

16/04/2013WRWW05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, passed Committee Stage on 
the 19th of March. Under the Bill, the Irish Medicines Board has statutory responsibility for 
establishing and publishing a List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products.  

In deciding whether to add a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchangeable 
Medicinal Products, the Board must be satisfied that each medicinal product which falls within 
the group:

(a) has the same qualitative and quantitative composition in each of its active substances as 
each of the other medicinal products which fall within the group; 

(b) is in the same pharmaceutical form as, or in a pharmaceutical form that is appropriate for 
substitution for, each of the other products in the group; and

(c) has the same route of administration as each of the other medicinal products which fall 
within the group. 

In addition, the Bill provides that the Board is not permitted to add a group of medicinal 
products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products where:

-   there is a difference in bioavailability between the medicinal products and the inter-
changeable medicinal products which currently fall within the group of interchangeable me-
dicinal products which may lead to a clinically significant difference in efficacy between them, 
and

-   any of the medicinal  products cannot be safely substituted for any one or more of the 
other medicinal products in the group.    

I would like to emphasise that in making a decision to add a medicinal product to a group of 
interchangeable medicinal products or a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchange-
able Medicinal Products the Board is obliged to have regard to the criteria as set out in the 
Bill and that these criteria fully reflect the recommendations set out in the Joint Department of 
Health/HSE report ‘Proposed Model of Reference Pricing and Generic Substitution’ (the Moran 
Report, 2010) regarding criteria for interchangeability.     

To further enhance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 13 of the Bill al-
lows a prescriber to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable medicinal product 
should, for clinical reasons, not be substituted.

I am satisfied that these provisions address the concerns raised by the Deputy. I met with the 
Irish Epilepsy Association in January and explained this position.

It is also important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly the same standards 
of quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. All of the generic 
medicines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet the requirements of 
the Irish Medicines Board.
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16/04/2013WRXX00100Premium Pay Rates

16/04/2013WRXX002001168. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the current rates of pre-
mium pay for Sundays and twilight hours will be maintained for 24/7 frontline workers as has 
happened in the cases of prison officers and fire fighters; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16348/13]

16/04/2013WRXX00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): Extremely difficult 
and complex discussions took place between public service management and public service 
staff representatives, seeking agreement on a series of measures that will secure an additional 
€1 billion annual saving from the public service pay and pensions bill by 2015.   A key require-
ment for the health service during the process was to protect front-line care while at the same 
time significantly reducing costs.

The Draft Public Service Agreement 2013-2016, put forward by the Labour Relations Com-
mission, provides for the elimination of twilight payments and any equivalent payments across 
the health service; the public service staff unions are currently considering the outcome of the 
negotiations.

16/04/2013WRXX00400Disability Allowance Eligibility

16/04/2013WRXX005001169. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the mem-
bership of the review group to discuss options in relation to alternatives to the mobility allow-
ance and motorised transport grant; if any of those members specifically represent the end user 
of disability services; if a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath will be considered for 
inclusion on the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16387/13]

16/04/2013WRXX006001224. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will allow a person (details 
supplied) in County Westmeath to attend the meetings which she has set up to look at the trans-
port and mobility issue.  [16676/13]

16/04/2013WRXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch) (Deputy Kath-
leen Lynch): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1169 and 1224 together.

Membership of the Project Group to review the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Trans-
port Grant, which is independently chaired, is drawn from both the statutory and the non-
statutory sectors.  The work of the Project Group is being supported by the National Disability 
Authority and includes representatives from the Irish Wheelchair Association, the Disability 
Federation of Ireland, the Centre for Independent Living, an independent service user and ad-
vocate for people with disabilities and a retired County Council Manager with relevant experi-
ence.  Minister Reilly and I have instructed the Project Group to seek solutions across the whole 
of Government, so that alongside representatives from the Department of Health and the Health 
Service Executive, membership also includes representatives from An Pobal and from the De-
partments of Transport, Tourism & Sport, Environment, Community & Local Government,  
Social Protection and Finance.

Minister Reilly and I do not propose to appoint additional members to the Project Group.  
Any views held by individuals or organisations in relation to this issue can be made known to 
the Project Group through the public consultation process currently underway and available on 
the Department of Health’s website www.doh.ie
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16/04/2013WRXX00800Home Help Service Provision

16/04/2013WRXX009001170. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Ex-
ecutive will consider providing home help assistance in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16392/13]

16/04/2013WRXX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Question No. 1171 answered with Question No. 1124.

Newborn Screening Cards

16/04/2013WRXX013001172. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the way adopted parents 
who have no knowledge of their birth families’ identities can access screening cards in the ab-
sence of specific provision for adopted persons in applications to be provided with individual 
screening cards; and if provision will be made in future for adopted persons who lack all other 
information on their birth families [16395/13]

16/04/2013WRXX01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): Newborn screening 
involves taking a blood sample from the heel of a newborn baby in the first 72-120 hours of life. 
After the sample is collected, the card on which the sample is contained is sent to the National 
Newborn Bloodspot Screening Laboratory at the Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street 
for analysis.

Access to records for adopted persons is a matter for the Adoption Authority.

Question No. 1173 answered with Question No. 1118.

16/04/2013WRXX01600Clinical Drug Trials

16/04/2013WRXX017001174. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to carry out clinical 
trials of low dose Naltrexone for the treatment of multiple sclerosis and other autoimmune dis-
eases; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16400/13]

16/04/2013WRXX01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White) (Deputy Alex 
White): The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) is the competent authority for the authorisation of 
clinical trials with medicines in Ireland. However, the IMB does not carry out trials and neither 
does the Department of Health. Clinical trials are conducted by sponsors from industry or aca-
demia and carried out by healthcare professionals according to protocols authorised by the IMB 
and approved by an ethics committee. 

Under European and Irish legislation, before a medicine can be placed on the Irish market 
the manufacturer has to seek an authorisation from the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) or in the 
case of certain medicinal products, the European Medicines Agency (EMA). A determination 
on an application for authorisation of a medicine is based on a rigorous scientific assessment of 
the application against legal and regulatory requirements.

Naltrexone is authorised in Ireland for the treatment of alcohol and drug dependence; it is 
not authorised for the treatment of multiple sclerosis or autoimmune disorders and there are 
currently no clinical trials authorised for these conditions in Ireland. 



Questions - Written Answers

498

Medicinal Products Availability

16/04/2013WRXX020001175. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he has considered adding low 
dose Naltrexone to the long-term illness and GMS card schemes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16401/13]

16/04/2013WRXX02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White) (Deputy Alex 
White): Low dose Naltrexone is an Exempt Medicinal Product.  Such products (formerly known 
as Unauthorised Medicinal Products) that comply with the Protocol for the Supply of Unauthor-
ised Medical Products are reimbursed on the General Medical Services (GMS) scheme and the 
other Community Drug Schemes on an individual patient basis.

Question No. 1176 answered with Question No. 1138.

16/04/2013WRXX02300Medical Examinations

16/04/2013WRXX024001177. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health the Medical Council’s reason 
for requiring doctors who have been registered for two years on the supervised division of the 
medical register to take the pre-registration exam as a prerequisite for transfer to the general 
division.  [16415/13]

16/04/2013WRXX02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): Responsibility for 
maintenance of this Medical Register lies with the Medical Council. The Supervised Division 
was established in 2011 by amendment to the Medical Practitioners Act 2007 to enable the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) to recruit doctors to practise under supervision for a fixed term 
in specialty specific non-consultant hospital doctor posts.  It was established to address a short-
age of doctors in the HSE.

This amendment to the Medical Practitioners Act requires that doctors registered in the 
Supervised Division only practise medicine in the post to which they have been proposed by 
the HSE, while under strict supervisory arrangements, for a period of up to two years.  These 
assessment and practice arrangements are designed to protect patients.  The amendment was 
intended to complement and not to replace arrangements already in place for registration of 
doctors pursuing training in Ireland.  

Under the arrangements for registration set out in Part 6 of the Medical Practitioners Act, 
doctors registered in the Supervised Division, wishing to establish themselves in practice on 
an ongoing basis outside the supervised, specialty specific posts for which they were initially 
assessed, may transfer to the General Division or the Trainee Specialist Division.  

Once registered in the General Division, practitioners may practise medicine on an ongoing 
basis in Ireland in any post and without any regulatory limit on scope of practice.  The ability to 
practice medicine in any post was not assessed in the specialty specific assessment, which was 
designed for registration in the Supervised Division.  

The registration process for entry to the General Division involves an assessment to ensure 
that the practitioner is fit-to-practise in a diverse range of positions.  For most doctors currently 
registered in the Supervised Division, this will involve examination by way of the PRES, which 
is designed to ensure that the doctor demonstrates competence in a general scope of practice, 
which is consistent with registration in the General Division of the register.  This is a critical 
and necessary measure to protect the public.  

Doctors registered in the Supervised Division may also seek registration in the Trainee 
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Specialist Division provided relevant criteria are met.  These criteria include having access to 
a recognised training post, holding a document which is deemed equivalent to a certificate of 
experience, and being successful at the PRES, or being exempted from this exam.

The Medical Council is currently working with the HSE to operate an efficient process for 
doctors seeking transfer from the Supervised Division.  Doctors currently registered in the Su-
pervised Division wishing to transfer registration to the General Division must engage in this 
process. 

16/04/2013WRXX02600Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRXX027001178. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date for a proce-
dure will be arranged as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny; and if he will explain the delay in dealing with such urgent cases [16430/13]

16/04/2013WRXX02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): The management of 
in-patient and daycase waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the prin-
ciple that after urgent and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients 
should be seen in chronological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRXX02900Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRXX030001179. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if a date can be confirmed 
for the medical procedure in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16436/13]

16/04/2013WRXX03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting 
List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for 
in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that 
all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard 
for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which 
has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to 
manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this 
matter.

16/04/2013WRXX03200Ambulance Service Provision

16/04/2013WRXX033001180. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the am-
bulance service from Baltinglass, County Wicklow to Naas Hospital for persons who have after-
noon appointments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16440/13]

16/04/2013WRXX03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): Patient transport is 
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the responsibility of the HSE. However, people attending outpatient and hospital appointments 
are, in general, expected to make their own travel arrangements, using private or scheduled 
public transport. The exceptions are for dialysis, cancer (radiotherapy and chemotherapy) and 
post-operative transplant patients, where transport may be provided.  In these cases, the pa-
tient’s appointment or treatment should be directly related to the condition. 

Transport may also be provided where, in the clinician’s view, the patient would be unable 
to make the journey without clinical assistance or where the patient must be transported on a 
stretcher.  

Following implementation of the HSE’s non-ambulance patient transport policy, responsi-
bility for the arrangement and provision of non-ambulance transport has moved from the HSE 
National Ambulance Service to local health offices in each region.  

Under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department of Social Pro-
tection administers a scheme which may help meet essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure, 
which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income. These 
payments are known as Exceptional Needs Payments (ENPs).  Enquiries relating to this scheme 
should be addressed to the Department of Social Protection. 

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRXX03500Medical Card Eligibility

16/04/2013WRXX036001181. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16446/13]

16/04/2013WRXX03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

    Questions Nos. 1182 and 1183 answered with Question No. 1138.

16/04/2013WRXX03900Thalidomide Victims Compensation

16/04/2013WRXX040001184. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in respect of the Irish Tha-
lidomide Survivors’ Society with regard to permitting personal assistance, funding for personal 
assistance is also a service not provided by the Health Service Executive or covered by health 
care package, there are only three or four survivors actually in need of a personal assistance 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16451/13]

16/04/2013WRXX04100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): Personal Assistant 
services are available to people with disabilities, including survivors of thalidomide, based 
upon an assessment of the individual’s needs, priorities and resources available.
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16/04/2013WRXX04200Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRXX043001185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
that were waiting on trolleys on the 20 of March 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16452/13]

16/04/2013WRXX04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): The number of pa-
tients waiting admission from the Emergency Departments on 20 March 2013 was 402.  For 
the Deputy’s information the data sought by him is available on a daily basis on www.inmo.ie 
under the trolleywatch icon.

The Deputy may be interested to note the comparative figures for the first quarter of the past 
3 years are as follows:

2011 - 24,880

2012 - 20,252

2013 - 17,812

16/04/2013WRXX04500Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WRXX046001186. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which sup-
port and or specific provision can be offered in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16482/13]

16/04/2013WRXX04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the spe-
cific issue raised by the Deputy relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply in respect of the detailed information sought.

16/04/2013WRXX04800Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WRXX049001187. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if a copy of the review of care 
of the case concerning a person (details supplied) in Wheatfield Prison, Dublin, will be given to 
the family; if he will provide the family with a date for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16484/13]

16/04/2013WRXX05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have had further 
inquiries made of the HSE regarding this matter.  The HSE has advised that its Local Health 
Manager in Cavan/Monaghan commissioned a review into the case.  The review is at an ad-
vanced stage but certain issues of consent are still to be addressed.

In the circumstances, the HSE has been asked to respond further to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRXX05100Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRXX052001188. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health in view of the significant 
waiting lists for orthodontic treatment, if he will request the special delivery unit within his 
Department to review the situation with a view to reducing the maxillofacial and orthodontic 
waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16485/13]
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16/04/2013WRXX053001189. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a sponsor-
ship programme for the training of orthodontists to secure their availability for the public dental 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16486/13]

16/04/2013WRXX05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1188 and 1189 together.

A sponsorship programme for training orthodontists is not currently being considered. Guid-
ance as to what changes will be desirable to provide the best possible model of orthodontic care 
delivery will be provided by the independent review of orthodontic services which has been 
commissioned by the HSE. It is anticipated that a report for consideration by the HSE and the 
Department of Health will be ready by the end of the 2nd Quarter of 2013. 

A key goal of the Special Delivery Unit (SDU) is to deliver faster more equitable access 
to hospital services, including maxillofacial surgery. The implementation of the SDU Perfor-
mance Improvement Programmes is a key driver of reducing waiting times for scheduled and 
unscheduled care in hospitals, including  waiting time targets. 

16/04/2013WRXX05500HSE Properties

16/04/2013WRXX056001190. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on the pro-
cess to access the hospital application 2193/13 on the Hospital Development Control and Site 
Mobility Management plans for Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9 [16493/13]

16/04/2013WRXX05700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly)(Deputy James Reilly): Management of the 
healthcare property portfolio is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to 
the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Question No. 1191 answered with Question No. 1138.

16/04/2013WRYY00250Hospital Internships

16/04/2013WRYY003001192. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding intern places for medical students.  [16497/13]

16/04/2013WRYY004001236. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the plans, if any, that are 
in place to deal with the impending shortage of intern places for EU and non-EU graduates of 
medical schools here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16745/13]

16/04/2013WRYY005001238. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
the forthcoming shortage of intern places for both EU and non-EU graduates of medical schools 
here in July 2013; the reason there has been Exchequer funding for additional medical school 
places without the corresponding increase in intern places; and his views that the State’s invest-
ment in undergraduate medical education will be squandered due to graduates being unable to 
obtain an intern position.  [16761/13]

16/04/2013WRYY00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1192, 1236 
and 1238 together.

The issue of an adequate number of intern places in the Irish medical system is a priority for 
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my Department and for the HSE. The intern year is an integral part of medical training and a 
medical practitioner cannot be fully accredited without it.   Under the provisions of the Medical 
Practitioners Act 2007 it is a matter for the HSE to assess, on an annual basis, the number of 
intern training posts required by the health service.  

There were 572 intern posts available in Ireland for the July 2012 intake, an increase of 
almost 70 posts since 2007. All 2012 EU graduates from Irish medical schools who sought an 
intern post here that year and met the HSE eligibility criteria were successful in securing a post. 
Indeed, to date there have been sufficient posts for all EU graduates from Irish medical schools 
and a number of additional posts for some non-EU applicants. 

My Department is in regular contact with the HSE in relation to the issue of intern places 
with the aim, in so far as is possible, of providing a sufficient number of intern places for Irish/
EU graduates from Irish medical schools.  It should be noted that under EU law intern posts 
must be open to graduates from other EU countries and the HSE has no control over the num-
bers applying. There are 639 intern posts available for the July 2013 intake. This means that the 
HSE will have approximately 70 additional posts available for interns commencing their train-
ing in July 2013, compared to July 2012. The Executive remains confident that all EU gradu-
ates from the six medical schools in Ireland who have applied for an internship and who meet 
eligibility qualifications will be allocated a post within the public health service as of July 2013.

16/04/2013WRYY00650Proposed Legislation

16/04/2013WRYY007001193. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health when he expects the Heads of Bill 
to be published to legislate for the X-Case; when he expects the legislation to come before Dáil 
Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16504/13]

16/04/2013WRYY00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is my intention to seek approval to publish 
the Heads of a Bill in April. If approval is obtained, the Bill will be introduced in the Houses of 
the Oireachtas in the summer session.

16/04/2013WRYY00850Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRYY009001194. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a date will be given for a 
knee operation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16522/13]

16/04/2013WRYY01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRYY01050Services for People with Disabilities
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16/04/2013WRYY011001195. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding that 
has been provided to an organisation (details supplied) in County Dublin over the past five 
years; when the last audit took place regarding funding and treatment of its residents; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16524/13]

16/04/2013WRYY01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRYY01250Primary Care Services

16/04/2013WRYY013001196. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will cover the cost/rental of 
a sleep apnea machine in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16559/13]

16/04/2013WRYY01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the primary care schemes, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1197 answered with Question No. 1114.

16/04/2013WRYY01550Ambulance Service Provision

16/04/2013WRYY016001198. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health in view of a situation that 
arose recently where an ambulance had to be driven by a member of an Garda Síochána while 
the only paramedic on the ambulance tended to an injured persons, his views on whether cut-
backs in the health service will continue; his further views on if it is putting persons lives at risk; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16567/13]

16/04/2013WRYY01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRYY01750Medical Card Eligibility

16/04/2013WRYY018001199. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16570/13]

16/04/2013WRYY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRYY01950Mental Health Services Provision
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16/04/2013WRYY020001200. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the service plan 
for the delivery of in-patient mental health services of the Health Service Executive for 2013 
[16575/13]

16/04/2013WRYY021001213. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the 891 staff 
promised for community mental health services are delivered as a matter of urgency [16654/13]

16/04/2013WRYY022001225. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on mental health 
services (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16677/13]

16/04/2013WRYY023001240. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that the 
€35 million ring-fenced this year for mental health services will be used specifically for the 
provision of mental health services and to appoint new staff in the sector; and the progress that 
has been made to date. [16781/13]

16/04/2013WRYY024001248. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will honour the commit-
ment to appoint 891 new staff for community mental health services in 2013 and ensure that the 
€35 million is fully utilised in the development of more comprehensive, modern community 
services and ensure that last year’s delays are not repeated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16841/13]

16/04/2013WRYY025001274. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when the 891 staff promised 
for community mental health services will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17024/13]

16/04/2013WRYY026001318. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health his plans to appoint new staff 
for community mental health services this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17432/13]

16/04/2013WRYY02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1200, 1213, 1225, 1240, 1248, 1274 and 1318 together.

Following on from the special allocation of €35 million for mental health in Budget 2012, 
a further €35 million was provided in Budget 2013 for the continued development of our men-
tal health services.   The HSE National Service Plan 2013 commits to a number of objectives 
including the further development of forensic services and community mental health teams 
for adults, children and older persons and for mental health intellectual disability,  and to the 
recruitment of 477 additional staff to implement these measures.  In order to ensure that the 
additional resources will be used to best effect, the HSE, in consultation with the Department 
of Health, is working towards finalising the allocation of these resources.  Business cases from 
each HSE Region are being finalised and examined, against each of the identified objectives, 
detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and number of WTE to be recruited.  It is 
expected that this process will be concluded in the very near future with a view to recruitment 
of the additional staff proceeding as soon as possible. 

384 of the 414 posts approved in 2012 have either been filled, are under offer or awaiting 
clearance.  I have been assured by the HSE that the recruitment process for the new posts being 
funded in 2013 and any outstanding posts from the 414 approved in 2012 is being given priority 
within the HSE.

16/04/2013WRYY02750Hospice Services

16/04/2013WRYY028001201. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding access 
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to a hospice (details supplied) [16576/13]

16/04/2013WRYY02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRYY02950Cochlear Implants

16/04/2013WRYY030001202. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the provi-
sion of funding for bilateral cochlear implants for deaf Irish children [16578/13]

16/04/2013WRYY03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Since the national cochlear implant pro-
gramme commenced seventeen years ago, over 700 patients have received cochlear implants.  I 
am advised that, in 2012, ninety cochlear implants were carried out with 42 children receiving 
implants and 48 adults.  In addition to providing the surgical services, the programme provides 
a comprehensive assessment service to potential candidates and a rehabilitative service to those 
actually implanted.

In 2009 a National Review of Audiology Services was carried out by the HSE, to examine 
the services provided to children and adults nationwide, and to formulate a national plan for 
the services. The report of the National Audiology Review Group, published by the HSE in 
2011, provides the blueprint for the planning, development and delivery of HSE audiology 
services, from new-born screening to assessment and management of adults and children with 
hearing problems, including cochlear implantation.  Two of the main recommendations in the 
report include the national rollout of a universal new-born hearing screening programme and 
the establishment of a bone anchored hearing aid programme. The report also included a rec-
ommendation that continued ring-fenced financial support be provided for the cochlear implant 
programme but at levels which allow for simultaneous bilateral implantation for children.

While no dedicated programme for simultaneous or sequential implantation is being car-
ried out in Ireland at this time, some bilateral implantation has already occurred for patients, 
mainly very young children with certain medical conditions such as a history of meningitis or 
blindness. It is estimated that there are approximately 200 children in Ireland today who may 
be suitable for a second implant. 

The HSE has advised that it is working closely with Beaumont Hospital to progress plans 
for both simultaneous and sequential bilateral implantation. The Beaumont Cochlear Implant 
Team attended a meeting with the British Cochlear Implant Group in March 2013 to determine 
best practice in relation to introducing a bilateral cochlear implant programme. The HSE has 
also engaged the services of Professor Gerry O’ Donoghue, University of Nottingham, an in-
ternational expert on the implementation of cochlear implant programmes who will meet with 
HSE and Beaumont Hospital representatives in May 2013 to advise on the best evidence-based 
approaches and methodologies for implementing such a programme. Following this, it is en-
visaged that a business plan will be developed to identify the requirements for funding and 
resources required to provide a sustainable and cohesive service. A framework will be provided 
that clarifies the prioritisation of children waiting for a sequential implant which will be on a 
fair and equitable basis. The objective is to have this information available in Q3, so it can be 
included as part of the business case to be progressed as part of the HSE 2014 estimates process.

16/04/2013WRYY03150Air Ambulance Service Provision
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16/04/2013WRYY032001203. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the 
interests of patient care and local communities are taken into account as part of the upcoming 
review on the aero medical service pilot programme based at Custume Baracks, Athlone; if all 
stakeholders will be made part of the consultation process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16583/13]

16/04/2013WRYY03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There is a significant cost associated with 
providing emergency aeromedical support (EAS) to emergency services. However, in the Irish 
context, there has been no existing data to establish what that cost might be or the level of need 
for such a service.  

The absence of data for aeromedical support in the Irish context indicated the need for a 
pilot project, in order to assess the type and extent of service, if any, that might be required to 
support the National Ambulance Service (NAS).  In co-operation with my colleague Alan Shat-
ter, Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, I decided in March 2012 to carry out an EAS 
trial.  The trial involves the Irish Air Corps providing aeromedical support to the HSE NAS, 
from a base in Custume Barracks, Athlone.  The aircraft is operated by the Air Corps, with 
clinical staffing from the NAS. The objective of the trial is to gather operational data, including 
costs and clinical outcomes, with a view to agreeing recommendations on the future provision 
of service. 

A review of the trial is being carried out by the Emergency Aeromedical Service Audit and 
Evaluation Group, comprising representatives from the HSE NAS, the Air Corps and the De-
partments of Health and Defence.  Assessment of the trial will inform future policy direction 
and, in the event that a decision is made to provide this type of service, how best to proceed 
operationally.

16/04/2013WRYY03350Mobility Allowance Decision

16/04/2013WRYY034001204. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an 
update on his plans for persons who hold a mobility allowance after 26 June 2013; if he will as-
sure persons who are in receipt of the mobility allowance that they will continue to receive this 
critical support after 26 June 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16584/13]

16/04/2013WRYY035001246. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to 
date in developing schemes to replace the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant 
which were recently abolished; if he will confirm that persons currently in receipt of pay-
ments from both schemes will not lose out financially while the new schemes are developed.  
[16830/13]

16/04/2013WRYY036001283. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health the scheme he is putting in place to 
replace the mobility allowance for eligible applicants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17099/13]

16/04/2013WRYY037001289. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the replacement scheme for mobility allowance. [17168/13]

16/04/2013WRYY038001309. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding his ef-
forts in relation to the mobility grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17373/13]

16/04/2013WRYY039001330. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health with reference to mobility allow-
ances, motorised transport grants and the ring-fencing of €10 million funding for the scheme, if 
the renewed services structure will include a multiple approach scheme; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [17618/13]

16/04/2013WRYY04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1204, 1246, 1283, 1289, 1309 and 1330 together.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who require 
transport supports from the State. The Government is also conscious of the position of the Om-
budsman that the schemes are illegal in the context of the Equal Status Acts.

Following detailed consideration of issues surrounding the Mobility Allowance and the Mo-
torised Transport Grant, the Government decided in February that it is no longer possible to 
allow the two schemes to continue as they presently operate and to devise an alternative for 
meeting people’s needs.

It is important to note that the decision is in no way intended to save costs and the funding 
involved in the two schemes (€10.6 million) remains committed to meeting the transport needs 
of relevant people.

It is also important to note that despite the fact that both schemes ended for new applicants 
in February, the payment of the Mobility Allowance to those who are currently in receipt will 
continue until June as we devise an alternative method of meeting people’s needs.

A special Project Group, which is independently chaired, has been established to seek an 
alternative method to provide for the priority transport needs of people in a manner that does 
not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The work of the Project Group includes a public 
consultation process, which is currently underway and available on the Department of Health’s 
website www.doh.ie.  Any views held by individuals or organisations on this matter can be made 
known to the Project Group, through this process. The results of the review will be presented 
to the Government before any final decisions are made on future arrangements. At this stage I 
am not in a position to pre-empt the outcome of the review or the decision of the Government.

16/04/2013WRYY04050Medical Treatment Entitlement

16/04/2013WRYY041001205. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health under EU Health Reg-
ulations as set out, if a person is entitled to continue receiving medical treatment in Northern 
Ireland in view of that fact it was in the Northern Ireland jurisdiction that the original diagno-
sis was made and initial treatment was given as they resided and were employed within that 
jurisdiction, subsequently they moved to reside in the Republic of Ireland and are now current 
medical card holders of the Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16601/13]

16/04/2013WRYY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): On the basis that 
the person referred to by the Deputy is in receipt of a UK pension and has full eligibility to 
services in this country under EU Regulations, he/she may also have entitlement to health care 
in the UK if he/she satisfies the criteria specified in article 883/04.  The article provides that a 
frontier worker who retires is entitled in case of sickness to continue to receive benefits in kind 
in the member State where he/she last pursued his/her activity as an employed or self employed 
person, in so far as this is a continuation of treatment which began in that Member State.  The 
term ‘continuation of treatment’ means the continued investigation, diagnosis and treatment of 
an illness.

As the competent State in this case is the United Kingdom, and the continuation of treatment 
is in that jurisdiction, this is a matter for the British authorities.
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16/04/2013WRYY04225Ministerial Travel

16/04/2013WRYY043001206. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the cost incurred by his 
Department, in respect of this year’s overseas travel programme for St Patrick’s Day; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16609/13]

16/04/2013WRYY04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I visited the U.K. between Wednesday 13th 
and Sunday 17th March. In addition to leading the London St. Patrick’s Day Parade I used 
the opportunity to promote Irish interests, to meet with representatives of industry, tourism, 
the health sector, and Irish cultural and community organisations.  The cost for this trip was 
€1,400.31. 

16/04/2013WRYY04450Hospital Deaths Review

16/04/2013WRYY045001207. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the length of time it took to 
carry out, complete and publish the report into the death of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16615/13]

16/04/2013WRYY04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following the death of Ms. Tania McCabe 
and her infant son at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda on 9 March 2007, the Hospital 
Network Manager commissioned a review to examine the circumstances of their deaths.  The 
Review focused on the clinical management of both patients and also examined to what extent 
non-clinical factors may have influenced the care Ms. McCabe received.

The Review Team was established at the end of March 2007.  It adopted a systems based ap-
proach utilising recognised risk management review frameworks and prepared a written report 
for the Hospital Network Manager HSE North East.  

Part of the Review Process involved gathering information from a range of sources includ-
ing an examination of the patients’ health care records, post mortem reports, and examination 
of existing protocols and procedures relevant to maternity services.  An extensive international 
literature review was conducted with expert opinion sought from 5 external experts including a 
Professor in Microbiology and the Intensive Care Society of Ireland.  

The Review Team met Ms McCabe’s family on a number of occasions and interviewed over 
30 members of staff who were either directly or indirectly involved in the management of care 
of the patients.  

The Report was finalised at the end of March 2008.  A copy of the full report was given to 
the family on 14th April 2008.  The Executive Summary of the report and its recommendations 
was published and made available on the HSE  website on 18th April 2008.

16/04/2013WRYY04650Home Help Service Provision

16/04/2013WRYY047001208. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if home help hours will be 
restored in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite a 
positive response.  [16621/13]

16/04/2013WRYY04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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16/04/2013WRYY04850Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WRYY049001209. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the steps he 
is taking to address the waiting times for the Dublin 15 early intervention team waiting list for 
occupational therapy assessments in view of the high referral rates to the service; if he will en-
sure the matter is urgently addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16626/13]

16/04/2013WRYY05000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRYY05050Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WRYY051001210. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will place a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry on the waiting list for the early intervention scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16636/13]

16/04/2013WRYY05200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRYY05250Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRYY053001211. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will examine an application 
and issue full medical cards in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16638/13]

16/04/2013WRYY05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRYY05450Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

16/04/2013WRYY055001212. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will consider adding 
Dilated Cardiomopathy as one of the conditions that qualify for a long-term illness card due to 
the severity of the condition.  [16649/13]

16/04/2013WRYY05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the 
cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medi-
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cal services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the as-
sessment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by 
an individual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail 
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

Question No. 1213 answered with Question No. 1200.

Questions Nos. 1214 and 1215 answered with Question No. 1138.

16/04/2013WRZZ00150Chronic Disease Prevention Programme

16/04/2013WRZZ002001216. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his views on the increase of 
coeliac disease amongst the population; if there is any specific breakdown of the increase of 
coeliac disease in terms of age group or geographical location; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16668/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ003001217. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he or his officials’ attention, 
or the Health Service Executive has been drawn to the UK National Institute for Health and 
Clinical Excellence Guidelines for the recognition and assessment of coeliac disease; if he will 
outline the national policy, if any, which currently exists for the recognition and assessment of 
coeliac disease here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16669/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ004001218. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the level of information, if 
any, that exists on the number of persons with undiagnosed coeliac disease who are misdiag-
nosed as having other conditions; the clinical and cost implications of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16670/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ005001219. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his policy and the relevant 
agencies, on the most appropriate treatment for those with coeliac disease; the level of support 
for those on the general medical service scheme for access to this treatment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16671/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ006001220. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the commitment of his Depart-
ment, and the relevant agencies, to encourage targeted screening for coeliac disease; the vari-
ous elements which would be required to introduce such a screening programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16672/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ007001221. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his policy and the Health 
Service Executive on what they deem to be a reasonable time from initial screening for coeliac 
disease to positivity; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16673/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ008001222. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the commitment of the Health 
Service Executive to ensure access to dietetics for those newly diagnosed with coeliac disease; 
if he will seek details on the current take-up levels of the provision of this service through the 
HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16674/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1216 to 
1222, inclusive, together.

Coeliac disease is a common digestive condition where a person is intolerant (has an adverse 
reaction) to the protein gluten which is found in wheat, barley and rye. If someone with coeliac 
disease is exposed to gluten, they may experience a wide range of symptoms and adverse ef-
fects, including diarrhoea, bloating, abdominal pain, weight loss and malnutrition.  The cause 
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or causes of coeliac disease are unknown, but it is thought to be associated with a combination 
of genetic and environmental factors.

Prevalence

During the 1980s, before advances in testing for coeliac disease were made, the condition 
was mistakenly thought to be rare. 

Coeliac disease is now recognised to be a common condition that is thought to affect ap-
proximately 1 in every 100 people. Women are two to three times more likely to develop coeliac 
disease than men. Cases of coeliac disease have been diagnosed in people of all ages.

In some cases, coeliac disease does not cause any noticeable symptoms, or it causes very 
mild symptoms. As a result, it is thought that at least 50% or possibly as many as 90% of cases 
are either undiagnosed or misdiagnosed as other digestive conditions, such as irritable bowel 
syndrome (IBS). The Department of Health does not have information about the clinical and 
cost implications of undiagnosed cases.  Data on the prevalence of coeliac disease in Ireland are 
not routinely available since it is not a condition covered either by statutory notification nor at 
present included in any disease registers. 

Information on discharges from publicly-funded acute hospitals is collected via the Hospital 
Inpatient Enquiry (HIPE) system which records diagnoses and procedures for each in-patient 
and day case.  Patients with a principal diagnosis of coeliac disease can be identified and the 
following Table displays the results for the period 2007 to 2011 by HSE region of residence 
and age group.  The data shows an increase in discharges with this diagnosis over the period, 
particularly in the 0-14 age group. In the absence of prevalence data it is not possible to identify 
whether this increase indicates an increase in the disease or a change in diagnostic practice. It 
must be emphasised that the data refer only to hospitalised cases and that if a person is admitted 
more than once during the year for a specific condition each admission is counted separately in 
HIPE.  For these reasons, the figures cannot be interpreted as an estimate of the prevalence of 
coeliac disease within the community.

Hospitalisations with a Principal Diagnosis of Coeliac Disease by HSE Region of Resi-
dence and Age, 2007 - 2011

HSE 
Region of 
Residence

Age Group 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

0-14 Years 29 39 39 41 67
15-44 
Years

74 101 83 70 74

Dublin 
Mid-
Leinster

45-64 
Years

77 73 71 69 49

65+ Years 34 41 28 40 38
All Ages 214 254 221 220 228
0-14 Years 22 26 22 17 37
15-44 
Years

38 43 53 49 50

Dublin 
North-East

45-64 
Years

36 39 39 48 39

65+ Years 15 17 13 16 21
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HSE 
Region of 
Residence

Age Group 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All Ages 111 125 127 130 147
0-14 Years 27 28 24 41 58
15-44 
Years

89 69 57 93 71

South 45-64 
Years

89 57 63 76 64

65+ Years 40 37 50 47 19
All Ages 245 191 194 257 212
0-14 Years 30 23 26 30 44
15-44 
Years

46 49 86 76 88

West 45-64 
Years

52 64 58 72 72

65+ Years 24 26 30 38 31
All Ages 152 162 200 216 235
0-14 Years 108 116 111 129 206
15-44 
Years

247 262 279 288 283

Total 45-64 
Years

254 233 231 265 224

65+ Years 113 121 121 141 109
All Ages 722 732 742 823 822

Notes:

Source: Hospital In-patient Enquiry (HIPE).

The data reported above refer to inpatients and daycases with a principal diagnosis of Co-
eliac Disease (ICD-10-AM K90.0). Approximately 16% of the discharges reported above were 
re-admissions to the same hospital following a previous admission.

Treatment

Coeliac disease is usually treated by simply excluding foods that contain gluten from the 
diet. This prevents damage to the lining of the intestines (gut) that is caused by gluten, and the 
associated symptoms, such as diarrhoea and stomach pain. Many basic food items do not con-
tain gluten and a wide range of gluten free alternatives to foods containing wheat, barley and 
rye is available in supermarkets and pharmacies.

Patients with coeliac disease can receive help and advice from their General Practitioner 
about dietary management and should also be referred for dietetic advice to ensure that the diet 
is balanced and contains all the nutrients needed, including essential vitamins and minerals.

In relation to the level of support available on the General Medical service for patients with 
coeliac disease, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on residency and 
means.  The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides for two categories of eligibility for all per-
sons ordinarily resident in the country, i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility 
(all others).  Full eligibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits and is granted to 
persons who, in the opinion of the Health Service Executive (HSE) are unable to provide gen-
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eral practitioner, medical and surgical services to persons and themselves and their dependants 
without undue hardship.  There is a provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue 
hardship” where the income guidelines are exceeded.

Persons with full eligibility (medical card holders) are entitled to a range of services includ-
ing general practitioner services, prescribed drugs and medicines, all in-patient public hospital 
services in public wards including consultants services, all out-patient public hospital services 
including consultants services, dental, ophthalmic and aural services and appliances and mater-
nity and infant care services. They are also entitled to prescribed drugs and medicines subject 
to a €1.50 charge per prescribed item (maximum charge of €19.50 per month).  Other services 
such as allied health professional services may be available to medical card holders.

People with limited eligibility (non-medical card holders) are entitled, subject to certain 
charges, to all in-patient public hospital services in public wards including consultant services 
and out-patient pubic hospital services including consultants services.  The current public hos-
pital statutory in-patient charge is €75 per night, to a maximum of €750 in any twelve consecu-
tive months.  Attendance at accident and emergency departments is subject to a charge of €100 
where the patient does not have a referral note from his/her doctor.  This charge applies only 
to the first episode of care. Under the Drug Payment Schemes, no individual or family in this 
category pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the cost of approved prescribed 
medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for families and individuals incur-
ring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In the current financial environment the Health Service Executive (HSE) faces a continuing 
challenge to deliver services in a way that will minimise any adverse impact on patients and 
continue to protect, as far as possible, the most vulnerable citizens.  Unfortunately, as a result it 
has become necessary for the HSE to suspend certain products from its list of items reimburs-
able under the GMS and other community drug schemes.  This includes gluten-free products.

Gluten-free products have become more widely available in supermarkets in recent years 
and tend to be significantly cheaper than products sold through community pharmacies.  A 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Adult Diet Supplement may be awarded by the Department 
of Social Protection to eligible persons.  Persons wishing to apply for this allowance can do so 
by completing an application form which can be downloaded at the following link: http://www.
welfare.ie/EN/Forms/Documents/swa9.pdf.  Separate application forms are available for chil-
dren.  For persons who are not awarded a Diet Supplement, monies spent on gluten-free foods 
can be taken into account for tax purposes. 

Screening

Screening for coeliac disease involves a two stage process:

  blood tests to help identify people who may have coeliac disease 
  gut biopsy to confirm the diagnosis.

  Routine screening for coeliac disease is not recommended unless a patient has symptoms 
associated with the condition or pre-existing risk factors. 

In 2009, the UK National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) issued guid-
ance about when testing for coeliac disease should be carried out.  Information about the NICE 
guidance is available on the HSE website. 

http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/flu/A-Z/C/Coeliac-disease/Diagnosing-coeliac-disease.html  

The NICE guidance identifies the signs or symptoms for which testing for coeliac disease is 
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strongly recommended for adults or children. The guidance also identifies a number of disease 
conditions in which testing for coeliac disease is or may be recommended.

In addition, I have arranged to have the Deputy’s specific questions in relation to access to 
screening and access to dietetics referred to the HSE for attention and a more detailed response.

16/04/2013WRZZ00950Nursing Staff Provision

16/04/2013WRZZ010001223. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of nurse prescrib-
ers employed by the Health Service Executive; the number of nurse prescribers appointed in 
each of the past two years; the amount of savings generated by nurse prescribers across the 
health system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16675/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding nurse prescribers 
is matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE).  I have forwarded your queries to the HSE 
for direct response. 

Question No. 1224 answered with Question No. 1169.

Question No. 1225 answered with Question No. 1200.

16/04/2013WRZZ01350Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRZZ014001226. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on special needs 
assistants hours (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16678/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a 
service matter for the Health Service Executive.  Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRZZ01550Irish Blood Transfusion Service

16/04/2013WRZZ016001227. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health if he will state the cost of the 
disposal of an unused bag of blood which has expired; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16681/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service (IBTS) 
remit is to provide a safe and reliable blood service to the Irish health system. Blood, and the 
products derived from it, are an integral facet of health care delivery. A major objective of the 
organisation is to ensure that it always has the necessary programmes and procedures in place 
to protect both the donors of blood and recipients of blood and blood products. 

I have been informed by the IBTS that the cost of the disposal of an unused bag of blood is 
€0.95.

16/04/2013WRZZ01750Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRZZ018001228. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) may expect to receive treatment for a condition at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin.  [16688/13]
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16/04/2013WRZZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists.  In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRZZ01950Coroners Service

16/04/2013WRZZ020001229. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health his views on establishing an 
Institute for Forensic Toxicology in the State to reflect international best practice in the coronial 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16691/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The coronial service is the responsibility of 
the Department of Justice and Equality. However should it be decided to establish such an Insti-
tute my Department would be willing to co-operate fully in providing any support or expertise 
that would be required.

16/04/2013WRZZ02150Water Fluoridation

16/04/2013WRZZ022001230. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if, despite the fact that our 
national water supply has been artificially fluoridated for the past 49 years, there has been any 
testing of the chemicals for their safety on human health; if so, when this took place; if not, the 
reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16692/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health (Fluo-
ridation of Water Supplies) Act, 1960 provides for the fluoridation of public piped water sup-
plies. The fluoride currently used is sourced as a primary product; it is mined directly from a 
raw material source, the mineral fluorospar as calcium fluoride (CaF2). It then goes through a 
purification process to conform to tightly controlled specifications under the requirements of 
CEN Standard I.S.EN 12175:2001 to produce hydrofluorosilicic acid, specifically used as the 
mineral additive, fluoride, to water.  The consumer does not come into contact with the fluo-
ridating agent. When added to water in the correct amount the acid dissolves and dissociates 
completely, releasing fluoride ions into the water.

16/04/2013WRZZ02350Medical Card Eligibility

16/04/2013WRZZ024001231. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16697/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
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response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRZZ02550Hospital Appointment Delays

16/04/2013WRZZ026001232. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Sligo will receive an appointment for an operation; the reason for the delay in 
receiving such an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16702/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time data are available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients 
who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum wait-
ing time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRZZ02750Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRZZ028001233. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical 
card will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16708/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRZZ02950Primary Care Centres Provision

16/04/2013WRZZ030001234. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when funding will be ap-
proved for a primary care centre (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16713/13]
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16/04/2013WRZZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Claremorris is one 
of the 35 primary care centres locations announced under the infrastructure stimulus package 
in July 2012.  Approximately 20 will be offered to the market subject to a) agreement between 
the local GPs and the HSE on active local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability 
and availability.   The HSE is currently finalising matters relating to the available sites and GP 
engagement in each location.  The HSE is also engaging with the National Development Fi-
nance Agency (NDFA) as required to progress Primary Care Centre Public Private Partnership.  
The NDFA as a centre of expertise will be responsible for the delivery of the Primary Care PPP 
programme on behalf of the HSE, including the management of the procurement phase and the 
provision of financial advice including a Value for Money assessment.   It has been reviewing 
the processes involved in procurement of PPP projects with a view to streamlining the process 
and delivering projects more quickly.  The preparatory work which precedes signing of any PPP 
agreement is well underway.

Public Private Partnership  (PPP) involves a large element of up-front funding by the pri-
vate sector and allows the cost of financing infrastructure to be spread over the lifetime of the 
asset.  PPPs are reimbursed through annual unitary payments. As unitary payments are linked 
to performance over the lifetime of the project payments will only be made where the asset is 
delivered in line with the terms of the contract.  While it is not possible, at this time, to give 
start and completion dates for any of the individual 20 potential locations, the best estimate is 
that these primary care centres will be completed by late 2016.  Therefore it is estimated that 
the HSE is unlikely to make annual unitary payments before late 2016.

16/04/2013WRZZ03150Assisted Human Reproduction

16/04/2013WRZZ032001235. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will address the issue of in-
fertility treatment in Ireland from the point of view of the lack of available clinics for medical 
card holders and the inadequate private health insurance cover for many of the treatments, with 
particular reference to considering a model as operated under the NHS, where couples get a 
minimum of one free treatment and can apply for up to three treatments, or that greater provi-
sion is delivered through health insurance reform.  [16714/13]

16/04/2013WRZZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Assisted Human Reproduction treatment 
(AHR) is not provided or funded by the public health system; such treatment is available from 
clinics that operate privately.  Patients who access these services privately may claim tax relief 
on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. 

In  addition, a  defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment  is covered 
under the High Tech Scheme administered by the Health Service Executive.  Medicines cov-
ered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised by 
the High Tech Liaison Officers.  The cost of the medicines is reflected in the PCRS Statistical 
Analysis of Claims and Payments under High Tech Drugs. Patients may then use their valid es-
tablished eligibility for GMS or Drug Payment Scheme, as appropriate, to access the medicines.

I am conscious of the financial burden that fertility services can place on the couples con-
cerned; however, this matter has to be considered in the context of the difficult economic situa-
tion that prevails and the other compelling funding demands across a full range of health issues.

Question No. 1236 answered with Question No. 1192.
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16/04/2013WRAAA00250Home Help Service Staff

16/04/2013WRAAA003001237. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his Department will issue 
contracts of employment to home help personnel throughout the country; if he will acknowl-
edge the benefit of home help personnel to the Health Service Executive; if he will acknowl-
edge that home help personnel assist with budget savings within the HSE; if he will further 
acknowledge that home help personnel are currently employed without any safeguards to their 
income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16754/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I fully appreciate the difference quality home 
care can make to individuals and their families. The HSE also recognise the importance of 
home help and home care in supporting older persons to live in their own homes and communi-
ties in accordance with Government policy. Home helps play a vital role in enabling people to 
continue to live at home and this policy will continue to be a key feature of health service deliv-
ery. The Government will make every effort, despite significant resource pressures, to protect 
front-line home support services for vulnerable older people and to facilitate the development 
of the home help service.  On 29 June 2012, the Labour Court recommended that the HSE and 
SIPTU should engage in relation to matters concerning home help contracts.  The Court issued 
a further recommendation on 12 December 2012 noting that management proposals to deal 
with the issues raised would be encompassed in a comprehensive delivery model for home help 
services. The parties have since met on a number of occasions and significant progress has been 
made.  A further meeting is taking place today at the Labour Relations Commission.

  Question No. 1238 answered with Question No. 1192.

16/04/2013WRAAA00550Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRAAA006001239. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when an appoint-
ment for a cranioplasty will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16776/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 1240 answered with Question No. 1200.

16/04/2013WRAAA00850Assisted Human Reproduction

16/04/2013WRAAA009001241. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the legisla-
tive and regulatory provisions in place which govern the operation of fertility clinics; if, in his 
opinion, there is a need to review such provisions or the absence thereof; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16797/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Certain aspects of the operation of fertility 
clinics are currently regulated.  The handling, processing, storage, etc, of human tissue, includ-
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ing gametes  (eggs and sperm) and embryos, is currently regulated under the European Com-
munities (Quality and Safety of Human Tissues and Cells) Regulations (Statutory Instrument 
No.158 of 2006) which came into law on 7 April, 2006.  The Regulations apply to tissues estab-
lishments involved in the donation, procurement, testing, processing, preservation, storage and 
distribution of human tissues and cells intended for human applications.  The aim of the Regu-
lations is to ensure a high level of protection of human health. The Regulations include criteria 
for assessing the status of prospective donors, inspection and control measures, traceability of 
donations and qualifications and training for persons working in tissue establishments.

Fertility clinics are tissue establishments under the Regulations and thus, they must be in-
spected and authorised by the Irish Medicines Board (IMB), which is the competent authority 
under the Regulations, to ensure that they meet quality and safety standards.  The Medical 
Council provides specific guidance in the area of AHR in the ethical guidelines issued periodi-
cally to registered medical practitioners for application in the clinical situations in which they 
work. However, these Guidelines have no statutory remit and do not apply to anyone working in 
the area other than medical practitioners.  Section B (20.1-20.4) of the 7th Edition of the Medi-
cal Council Guidelines provides as follows:

- 20.1 Assisted human reproduction treatments, such as In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF), should 
only be used after thorough investigation has shown that no other treatment is likely to be ef-
fective. You should ensure that appropriate counselling has been offered to the patient and that 
the patient has given informed consent before receiving any treatment.

- 20.2 Assisted reproduction services should only be provided by suitably qualified profes-
sionals, in appropriate facilities, and according to international best practice.  Regular clinical 
audit and follow-up of outcomes should be the norm.

- 20.3 If you offer donor programmes to patients, you must consider the biological difficul-
ties involved and pay particular attention to the source of the donated material. Such donations 
should be altruistic and non-commercial. You should keep accurate records for future reference.

- 20.4 You should not participate in creating new forms of life solely for experimental pur-
poses. You should not engage in human reproductive cloning.

I am currently considering policy proposals to further regulate Assisted Human Reproduc-
tion and related matters.

16/04/2013WRAAA01050Assisted Human Reproduction

16/04/2013WRAAA011001242. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of 
the progress made to date on implementing the recommendations contained in the 2005 Report 
of the Commission on Assisted Human Reproduction; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16798/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am currently considering policy proposals 
to regulate Assisted Human Reproduction and related matters.  These proposals are informed 
by the Report of the Commission on Assisted Human Reproduction.

16/04/2013WRAAA01250Hospital Transfers

16/04/2013WRAAA013001243. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of neonatal trans-
fers which occurred within Dublin in each of the last three years; the number of such transfers 
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from outside of Dublin to Dublin; the number of such transfers in other regions of the country; 
if he will provide details of the number of such transfers which occurred during normal busi-
ness hours and those which occurred out of hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16801/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA014001244. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the number of times in each of 
the past three years that a specialised neonatal ambulance has been used in each county; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16802/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1243 and 
1244 together.

In relation to the particular queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in these matters.

16/04/2013WRAAA01550Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WRAAA016001245. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate the provision 
for dieticians for children with special needs in view of the fact that it was an invaluable re-
source for parents already struggling financially; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16803/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1246 answered with Question No. 1204.

16/04/2013WRAAA01850Ambulance Service Staff

16/04/2013WRAAA019001247. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health his plans to examine equipping 
paramedics with personal safety devices like mace or pepper spray; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16839/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 1248 answered with Question No. 1200.

16/04/2013WRAAA02150Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRAAA022001249. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hos-
pital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17. [16842/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
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hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRAAA02350Mobility Allowance Applications

16/04/2013WRAAA024001250. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding allow-
ances in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [16851/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Govern-
ment is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who require transport supports 
from the State. The Government is also conscious of the position of the Ombudsman that the 
schemes are illegal in the context of the Equal Status Acts.

Following detailed consideration of issues surrounding the Mobility Allowance and the Mo-
torised Transport Grant, the Government decided in February that it is no longer possible to 
allow the two schemes to continue as they presently operate and to devise an alternative for 
meeting people’s needs.  It is important to note that the decision is in no way intended to save 
costs and the funding involved in the two schemes (€10.6 million) remains committed to meet-
ing the transport needs of relevant people.  It is also important to note that despite the fact that 
both schemes ended for new applicants in February, the payment of the Mobility Allowance to 
those who are currently in receipt will continue until June as we devise an alternative method 
of meeting people’s needs.

A special Project Group, which is independently chaired, has been established to seek an 
alternative method to provide for the priority transport needs of people in a manner that does 
not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  The work of the Project Group includes a public 
consultation process, which is currently underway and available on the Department of Health’s 
website www.doh.ie.  Any views held by individuals or organisations on this matter can be made 
known to the Project Group, through this process. The results of the review will be presented 
to the Government before any final decisions are made on future arrangements. At this stage I 
am not in a position to pre-empt the outcome of the review or the decision of the Government.

The Deputy may wish to note that the Revenue Commissioners’ Disabled Drivers and Dis-
abled Passengers Scheme is unaffected by the Government Decision in relation to the Mobility 
Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant schemes.  Under the Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers Scheme, a family member of a disabled passenger can qualify for tax relief linked 
to the purchase of vehicles, provided he/she is living with and is responsible for the transport 
of the disabled person in question, has acquired the vehicle for that purpose and the disabled 
passenger is the holder of a Primary Medical Certificate.  Applications for Primary Medical 
Certificates are processed by the HSE through local health offices.

16/04/2013WRAAA02550Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRAAA026001251. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason persons who 
attend the Kerry podiatry service are now being referred to County Cork; the reason for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16855/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.



16 April 2013

523

16/04/2013WRAAA02750Suicide Prevention

16/04/2013WRAAA028001252. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the current status of fund-
ing in respect of suicide prevention in view of commitments to ring-fence a sum of approxi-
mately €35 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16860/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): €35 million 
additional funding was provided in Budget 2013 for the continued development of our mental 
health services.  This funding is being used for the further development of forensic services and 
community mental health teams for adults, children and older persons and for mental health 
intellectual disability, and to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention.  

Funding for suicide prevention is provided to the National Office for Suicide Prevention 
(NOSP) by the HSE from its overall budget for mental health.  The annual budget for suicide 
prevention increased this year to over €13 million.  Over €8 million of this is provided to the 
NOSP to fund voluntary and statutory agencies delivering services in the area of prevention, in-
tervention, postvention and research.  This includes an additional €1 million from the €35 mil-
lion allocation for 2013 (above).  The remaining €5 million for suicide prevention is available 
regionally to fund HSE Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention, Self-Harm Liaison Nurses in 
Hospital Emergency Departments and local suicide prevention initiatives.

The NOSP is reviewing its current activities to make the  most of our available resources, 
including looking at best practice internationally to inform evidence-based policy decisions.  
This will result in a revised strategic approach for 2013 and will inform the final phase of Reach 
Out,  our National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention which runs until 2014.  I expect 
that the HSE will approve the revised approach in the very near future.  This reviewed approach 
will build on progress made to date, which includes the provision of awareness and training 
programmes such as safeTALK and ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training), Na-
tional Mental Health Awareness Campaigns as well as the Guidelines for Post-Primary Schools 
on Mental Health & Suicide Prevention which were jointly developed with the Department of 
Education and Skills.

16/04/2013WRAAA02950Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRAAA030001253. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the reason audiology 
services at Navan and Slane in County Meath have ceased; the rationale behind this decision 
and the cost benefit analysis of same; the alternative arrangements that are in place and if ad-
ditional capacity has been provided at these sites; the number of patients affected and if he will 
detail the communication strategy for this change; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16879/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular queries raised by 
the Deputy, as they are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRAAA03150Medicinal Products Prices

16/04/2013WRAAA032001254. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health when he anticipates that the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medicines) Bill 2012 will complete its passage through the 
Oireachtas; when he expects the Bill to be enacted; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [16894/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA033001303. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the date at which the top 20 
most expensive medicines/medical molecules, determined by cost to the Exchequer, will be-
come fully interchangeable as provided under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medicines) 
Bill 2012; if he will confirm that all 20 such medicines will be fully interchangeable from the 
same date; if not, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17325/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA034001304. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the expected 
monetary savings which will result from the introduction of the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medicines) Bill 2012 in 2013 and 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17326/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA035001305. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if his Department has set targets 
for increasing generic substitutions within the medicines market here; if so, what these targets 
are; if not, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17327/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA036001306. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he anticipates any reduction 
in spending on medicines from the enactment of the forthcoming Health Information Bill; if so, 
when he intends to publish the Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17328/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1254 and 1303 to 1306, inclusive, together.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, which is currently before the 
House, provides for the introduction of a system of generic substitution and reference pricing. 
The Bill passed Committee Stage in the House on the 19th of March and Report Stage is sched-
uled for the 23rd of April. I hope that the Bill will complete its passage through both Houses 
shortly thereafter.  The key aim of the legislation is to ensure value for money in the supply of 
medicines; therefore, the medicines that will be reviewed first are most costly to patients and 
the Exchequer. 

The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) has been asked by the Department of Health to prioritise 
consideration of the classes of medicines that give rise to the greatest costs.  Twenty of these 
medicines have been identified.  They include statins, proton pump inhibitors, angiotensin-con-
verting-enzyme (ACE) inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor blockers.  The drugs involved are: 
Atorvastatin, Anastrazole, Candesartan, Clopidogrel, Esomeprazole, Lansoprazole, Lercani-
dipine, Losartan, Olanzapine, Omeprazole, Pantoprazole, Perindopril, Pravastatin, Quetiapine, 
Rabeprazole, Ramipril, Risperidone, Rosuvastatin, Simvastatin and Valsartan. 

As soon as the legislation is commenced, the IMB will begin compiling Lists of Inter-
changeable Medicines. As required by the legislation, Marketing Authorisation Holders will be 
consulted on the proposed groups of interchangeable medicines and will have 28 days to com-
ment.  It is anticipated that the first List of Interchangeable Medicines will be published on the 
IMB website within 2-3 months of the commencement of the legislation.  It is my intention that 
the review of the first 20 medicines will be completed as soon as possible, subject to compliance 
with the strict timelines set out in the legislation.       

It is not possible, at this juncture, to provide accurate figures regarding potential savings 
resulting from the introduction of generic substitution and reference pricing, as these depend 
on various factors including prevailing prices, number of competitors, availability of substitute 
products, and market dynamics.  The Department is committed to establishing high-level an-
nual targets by the end of September for the share of generic penetration over the medium-term. 
These targets will be informed by the findings of a report currently being completed by the 



16 April 2013

525

ESRI which is examining the usage of generics in Ireland and comparable EU jurisdictions. 

The Health Information Bill, which is expected  be ready for publication later this year, 
will deal, in conjunction with the Data Protection Acts, with the governance and use of health 
information so as to improve patient care and safety and to facilitate the achievement of wider 
health service goals.

16/04/2013WRAAA03750Domestic Violence Refuges

16/04/2013WRAAA038001255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which it is 
likely that Teach Tearmainn in County Kildare will be supported by him or via the Health Ser-
vice Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16907/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2010 the National Strategy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence was published.  It aims to provide a framework for sustain-
able intervention to prevent and effectively respond to domestic, sexual and gender-based vio-
lence and is led by Cosc which is the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual 
and Gender-based Violence.  The HSE subsequently published its own Policy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence.  The principal actions are in line with the National Strategy.  
The HSE’s policy states that a health-focused analysis of violence is crucial, not only because 
the consequences of such violence require a significant amount of healthcare system resources, 
but most importantly because the health care system is often the first route through which vic-
tims seek to access supports.

Nationally the HSE funds 42 frontline domestic violence service providers.  20 of these pro-
vide refuge accommodation and this number has risen from 15 since 2000.  The services pro-
vide a wide range of supports such as crisis refuge, advocacy and counselling and were funded 
to the amount of €13.465M in 2012.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as 
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRAAA03950Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRAAA040001256. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16915/13]

16/04/2013WRAAA04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRAAA04150Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRAAA042001257. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16916/13]
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16/04/2013WRAAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White) (Deputy Alex 
White): The Health Service Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.  The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical 
Services scheme, which includes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, 
as amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas spe-
cifically for queries relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to 
use for an earlier response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

Hospital Appointment Delays

16/04/2013WRBBB002001258. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospi-
tal appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16918/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).  Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that 
the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to 
take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRBBB00350Medical Card Appeals

16/04/2013WRBBB004001259. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be reached 
on a medical card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16919/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRBBB00550Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRBBB006001260. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the assistance available to a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 17. [16921/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRBBB00750HSE Reports

16/04/2013WRBBB008001261. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 98 of 26 May 2011, if he will provide an update on same. [16923/13]
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16/04/2013WRBBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I understand 
that a Report is being compiled by the Health Service Executive (HSE) in association with St. 
Michael’s House in relation to the issue of the treatment Mr Kennedy received in Redwood 
Unit, Stamullen.  As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WRBBB00950Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRBBB010001262. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will request that the Health 
Service Executive consider a proposal that may shorten waiting lists; and if he will ask the HSE 
to contact this Deputy directly.  [16928/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRBBB01150Hospital Procedures

16/04/2013WRBBB012001263. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health if he will review the proposal to 
make deep brain stimulation available here, through a North-South initiative; if he will consider 
the idea of allowing procedures to be carried out in Northern Ireland in order that patients could 
have pre and post-operative care managed in the Republic, instead of patients in the Republic 
of Ireland having to go overseas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16930/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following a request from the Health Services 
Executive (HSE), the Health Information and Quality Authority undertook a health technol-
ogy assessment (HTA) to inform a decision regarding the provision of a deep brain stimulation 
service for adults with movement disorders in Ireland. At present, patients who require this 
treatment are referred to neurosurgical centres outside of Ireland (primarily the UK) for surgery 
and follow-up care, with funding being provided through the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS). 
The purpose of this HTA was to compare this method of service delivery to that of a proposed 
national DBS service in Ireland. The Health Information and Quality Authority published the 
results of the HTA  of a national deep brain stimulation (DBS) programme for adults with 
movement disorders in November 2012.

The Authority’s assessment found that the cost of a national DBS programme in Ireland 
would exceed the cost of continuing to fund DBS through the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) 
by approximately €21,000 per patient over 10 years. Over five years, the incremental budget 
impact of a national DBS service would be €1.84 million more than the estimated €4.29 million 
required to treat the same number of patients through the TAS.  I have not received a proposal 
from the HSE in relation to the development a cross border brain stimulation service. I have 
forwarded your question to the HSE who will respond to you directly in relation to the position 
regarding the development of such a proposal.

16/04/2013WRBBB01350Patient Transport Provision

16/04/2013WRBBB014001264. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the position regarding transport to 
a hospital in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow. [16931/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
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the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRBBB01550Hospital Transfers

16/04/2013WRBBB016001265. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health  if he is satisfied with the exist-
ing level of service offered by the patient transfer ambulances servicing the Mid-Western Re-
gional Hospital in Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16955/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRBBB01750Mental Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRBBB018001266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
medical and psychiatric needs of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare have been di-
agnosed and determined to date; the extent to which supervised accommodation is available to 
them; the number of occasions on which they attended hospital or health clinics in relation to 
their medical or psychiatric condition; if at any time they were discharged on the streets without 
any provision being made for their health, safety and-or well-being; the extent to which provi-
sion is now being made to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16956/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the spe-
cific issue raised by the Deputy relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply in respect of the detailed information sought.

16/04/2013WRBBB01950Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRBBB020001267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which medi-
cal or psychiatric health requirements have been assessed and determined to date in the case of 
a person (details supplied) County Kildare; the extent to which appropriate treatment including 
rehabilitation in line with diagnosis is being made available; if their medication is in line with 
their requirements; if efforts are being made to ensure that the course of medication is followed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16957/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the spe-
cific issue raised by the Deputy relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply in respect of the detailed information sought.

16/04/2013WRBBB02150Hospital Transfers

16/04/2013WRBBB022001268. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulances 
available for patient transfers to service the Mid-Western Regional Hospital in 2011, 2012 and 
within the past six months, in tabular form.  [16958/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service issue, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
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rectly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRBBB02350Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRBBB024001269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical 
card will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16961/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRBBB02550Medical Card Delays

16/04/2013WRBBB026001270. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the waste of resources that is occurring in the client registration unit (details supplied).  
[16963/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive operates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 1970, as subsequently 
amended. In the interest of probity, the HSE is obliged to ensure that a person’s eligibility is cor-
rectly recorded in line with the eligibility legislation and the national guidelines. The HSE aims 
to ensure that every person who is entitled to the medical card schemes is given the opportunity 
to avail of their entitlement.  The HSE has produced national assessment guidelines to provide a 
clear framework to assist in the making of reasonable, consistent and equitable decisions when 
assessing an applicant for the General Medical Services scheme.  These guidelines are publicly 
available and can be downloaded from the HSE’s medical card website. 

The standard procedure for the review of medical cards for persons aged 66 years or older 
is that their medical card will be reviewed every 4 years. For persons under the age of 66 years, 
the length of validity of a medical card is 3 years.  Depending on the individual’s circumstances, 
it may be issued for a shorter period. If an individual’s circumstances change, he/she must in-
form the HSE, as he/she may no longer be eligible.  In addition to the standard assessment and 
review processes, random audits of eligibility will also be undertaken by the HSE on an on-
going basis. If selected for review under this process, the Medical Card holder will be informed 
and requested to submit up to date income details.

Any medical card holder undergoing a review to renew a medical card, who genuinely en-
gages with the HSE in that review, will not have their entitlement withdrawn before the review 
is complete, regardless of the expiry date shown on their medical card.  In cases where a deci-
sion is made not to grant a medical card, the applicant is informed of the decision and is notified 
of their right to appeal this decision.  Contact details for the appeals office are provided to them.  
Where a person submits an appeal to a decision not to renew a medical card within 21 days of 
that decision, they retain their medical card or GP visit card until the appeal is decided.

16/04/2013WRBBB02750Patient Transport Provision
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16/04/2013WRBBB028001271. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the reason, on a number of occa-
sions recently, there was no patient transfer ambulances available in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare, to take the person to surgical clinic appointments in the mid-western 
hospital.  [16966/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Patient transport is the responsibility of the 
HSE. However, people attending outpatient and hospital appointments are, in general, expected 
to make their own travel arrangements, using private or scheduled public transport. The excep-
tions are for dialysis, cancer (radiotherapy and chemotherapy) and post-operative transplant 
patients, where transport may be provided.  In these cases, the patient’s appointment or treat-
ment should be directly related to the treatment.  Transport may also be provided where, in the 
clinician’s view, the patient would be unable to make the journey without clinical assistance or 
where the patient must be transported on a stretcher. 

Following implementation of the HSE’s non-ambulance patient transport policy, responsi-
bility for the arrangement and provision of non-ambulance transport has moved from the HSE 
National Ambulance Service to local health offices in each region.  For non-emergency trans-
fers of patients between hospitals, where these transfers are stretcher-based or otherwise clini-
cally indicated, the new intermediate care service (ICS), is being progressively rolled out. The 
ICS currently serves Cavan, Castleblayney, South County Dublin, Letterkenny, Sligo, Galway, 
Roscommon, Limerick, Mallow and Bantry.  Supported by the National Service Plan, it is ex-
pected to be expanded in 2013, including Cork and Tralee. In addition to the ICS, the HSE has 
a framework agreement with private providers for the provision of non-emergency transfers.  In 
relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRBBB02950Water Fluoridation

16/04/2013WRBBB030001272. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health if and when a bio-monitoring 
study of total fluoride intake will be carried out; if any periodic dental surveys have been car-
ried out to measure both caries levels and fluorosis in order to monitor the effect water fluori-
dation has had on the oral health of the people; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16986/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The impact of 
water fluoridation on caries levels in Ireland has been regularly assessed in both national and 
local surveys since its introduction in the mid 1960s. Enamel fluorosis has been monitored in 
Ireland since 1984. This is regarded as an accurate method of monitoring total fluoride intake, 
using increasingly sophisticated new technologies. Surveys to measure the effectiveness of 
water fluoridation on children’s and adults’ oral health include national studies in 1984, 1990, 
2001 and 2002, regional studies between 1990 and 1999 and a cross border study in 2006. All of 
these studies showed a substantial benefit of fluoridation in terms of a reduction in tooth decay.  

A high level advisory group to provide technical and academic oversight of a planned bio-
monitoring study of total fluoride intake in Ireland was established by the Department of Health 
and the HSE in 2012. The group advised that, due to its inherent limitations, such a study 
utilising samples of urine or nails, on its own, would not be beneficial. It proposed that con-
sideration be given to an assessment of fluorosis as a bio-marker in an oral health study. The 
Health Research Board has approved funding for a study by the Oral Health Services Research 
Centre of University College Cork. The Department of Health is a collaborator in the study. The 
study ‘What Impact Have Major Policy Changes Had on Oral Health in Ireland? Establishing 
a Blueprint for Oral Health Surveillance’ will consider the impact of changes on the oral health 
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of children, following policy decisions relating to toothpaste use by infants and young children 
(2002) and the reduced level of fluoridation in drinking water (2007).

16/04/2013WRBBB03150General Practitioner Services

16/04/2013WRBBB032001273. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
towards making the holders of long-term illness cards eligible for free general practitioner care; 
the legislative timetable for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17017/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme 
for Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Uni-
versal Health Insurance with equal access to care for all.  As part of this, the Government is 
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office. 
Primary legislation is required to give effect to Government commitment to introduce a univer-
sal GP service without fees.  As part of the first phase, legislation is currently being drafted by 
the Office of the Attorney General and the Department. The legislation is intended to allow the 
Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP services without fees to persons 
with prescribed illnesses. The legislation will be published when it is completed.  Implementa-
tion dates and application details will be announced after the legislation is in place.

  Question No. 1274 answered with Question No. 1200.

16/04/2013WRBBB03450Ambulance Service Staff

16/04/2013WRBBB035001275. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will uphold the decision of 
a stage three grievance process within the National Ambulance Service in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal. [17025/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As I have no function in such matters I have 
asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the specific issue he has raised.

16/04/2013WRBBB03650Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WRBBB037001276. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will review a decision to 
refuse a full medical card to a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17026/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.  
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members.

16/04/2013WRBBB03850Health Services Staff Recruitment

16/04/2013WRBBB039001277. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reasons for the delay in 
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recruiting additional front-line primary care staff; when he expects all such staff to be recruited; 
and the way in which he intends to reallocate the savings of approximately €5 million to date 
arising from the delayed recruitment of these primary care posts.  [17027/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): On 27 March last, I 
conveyed approval to the HSE to recruit the following posts for Primary Care Teams: 70 Public 
Health Nurses; 37 Registered General Nurses; 51 Occupational Therapists; 46 Physiothera-
pists; and 47 Speech & Language Therapists.

It is my firm intention to have these posts filled as soon as possible.  Arrangements are now 
being made within the HSE to coordinate the necessary documentation for submission to its 
National Recruitment Service (NRS) to proceed with the filling of the posts.  The NRS has 
confirmed that panels are in place for the above grades and they will be in a position to proceed 
to offer the posts once all the necessary documentation is received.  The expectation is that ap-
pointments will be made as soon as possible thereafter.  Any savings which arise as as result 
of delays in recruiting the above staff will be used to offset expenditure pressures within the 
primary care area which may arise during this year.

16/04/2013WRBBB04050Departmental Programmes

16/04/2013WRBBB041001278. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
fully commencing the chronic care programme for asthma, and the target dates he is working to 
for the commencement and full implementation of the programme. [17028/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB042001324. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when the first phase of the 
national asthma programme will be implemented; the initial actions that will be taken by him in 
order to implement the programmer; and the deadlines for these actions  [17519/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB043001325. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason implementation 
of the national asthma programme was not prioritised in the 2013 Health Service Executive ser-
vices plan with more than one person per week dying from asthma and 470,000 people here liv-
ing with this respiratory disease that is particularly prevalent in children, with one in five chil-
dren here suffering from the disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17520/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1278, 1324 and 1325 together.

Implementation of the National Asthma Programme (NAP) commenced in 2011.  The over-
arching aim of the NAP is to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with asthma in 
Ireland and to improve clinical outcomes and the quality of life of all patients with asthma.  A 
key component is improved management of people with asthma in primary care and, thereby, 
avoiding attendances at emergency departments and hospital admissions.  The target is to re-
duce bed days  for acute asthma by 10% per year over 3 years through implementing the pro-
gramme’s asthma guidelines and national model of care.  In the first year of programme, there 
was an 8% reduction in acute hospital bed days.  

The initial focus of the work of the NAP has been on the development and implementation 
of national asthma guidelines.  The National Model of Care for Asthma will detail how physi-
cians, nurses, and other health care professionals will work with engaged patients to make the 
clinical decisions most appropriate to their circumstances and to collaborate with specialist 
colleagues in providing a safe, seamless experience within the health system.  This includes a 
model for the management of asthma in primary care and the necessary links with specialist 
hospital services.  The National Model of Care will document the care that should be provided 
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for a patient with asthma in both primary and secondary care and is a key deliverable for the 
National Asthma Programme for 2013.  85% of asthma is managed in primary care, which is in 
line with the Government’s policy of providing care as close as possible to the patient’s home.

Adult Emergency Asthma Guidelines were published in November 2011 and are available 
online at www.hse.ie.  These guidelines are being revised at present and will be submitted to the 
National Clinical Effectiveness Committee (NCEC).  Paediatric Emergency Asthma Guidelines 
have also been developed and will be available for circulation shortly.  Guidelines for manag-
ing a patient with asthma in primary care have recently been approved by the Irish College of 
General Practitioners and are currently being circulated.

A self-learning asthma e-learning 6 modular theoretical programme, based on the national 
evidenced based guidelines and developed by NAP in conjunction with the Asthma Society of 
Ireland is available online at http://www.hseland.ie and www.asthmasociety.ie.  This will enable 
healthcare professionals to underpin their skill sets with theory.  There is also a similar pro-
gramme available for GPs on the ICGP website.  In addition, a practical workshop is also being 
delivered by Respiratory Clinical Nurse Specialists for staff in Primary Care and hospitals.  
This education programme will continue throughout 2013.

16/04/2013WRBBB04450Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WRBBB045001279. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Service 
Executive is refusing or has delayed in meeting with a family (details supplied) regarding the 
welfare of their mother; the further reason the HSE manager, who is aware of this serious and 
damning complaint, has not met with the family and, according to this family, their concerns 
are being ignored by the local management at Cherry Orchard Hospital and the area manager; 
the further reason for the delay in the HSE formally meeting with the family to address this 
complaint which, as the family state, involves abuse, neglect and bad treatment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17041/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRBBB04650Prescription Charges

16/04/2013WRBBB047001280. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the prescription charges 
are being administered correctly in a case (details supplied) [17062/13]

16/04/2013WRBBB04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.  Where a drug or medi-
cine is required to be dispensed in different strengths and different containers, a prescription 
charge applies to each item.

Health Services Staff Recruitment

16/04/2013WRCCC002001281. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the recruit-
ment campaign by the Health Service Executive to fill the post for the areas of mental health 
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and primary care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17096/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Revised HSE management structures are 
being put in place in conjunction with the new governance arrangements provided for in the 
Health Service Executive (Governance) Bill 2012; the recruitment process for a Chief Financial 
Officer and five National Directors, including Directors of Mental Health and Primary Care, has 
commenced.  It is expected that the recruitment process, conducted by the Public Appointments 
Service, will conclude shortly.   

Registration of Nurses

16/04/2013WRCCC004001282. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an ap-
plication for registration on the nursing board in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17097/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding Nurse Registra-
tion is a matter for the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (formerly ABA).  I have for-
warded your query to the Board for direct response.

 Question No. 1283 answered with Question No. 1204.

16/04/2013WRCCC00650Medical Register Administration

16/04/2013WRCCC007001284. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the ratio-
nale for the requirement that doctors registered on supervised division of the medical register 
apply for transfer to general division after two years by completing a pre-registration exam 
system; if he will consider correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17114/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Responsibility for maintenance of this Medi-
cal Register lies with the Medical Council. The Supervised Division was established in 2011 
by amendment to the Medical Practitioners Act 2007 to enable the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) to recruit doctors to practise under supervision for a fixed term in specialty specific, non-
consultant hospital doctor posts.  It was established to address a shortage of doctors in the HSE.

This amendment to the Medical Practitioners Act requires that doctors registered in the 
Supervised Division only practise medicine in the post to which they have been proposed by 
the HSE, while under strict supervisory arrangements, for a period of up to two years.  These 
assessment and practice arrangements are designed to protect patients.  The amendment was 
intended to complement and not to replace arrangements already in place for registration of 
doctors pursuing training in Ireland.  

Under the arrangements for registration set out in Part 6 of the Medical Practitioners Act, 
doctors registered in the Supervised Division, wishing to establish themselves in practice on 
an ongoing basis outside the supervised, specialty specific posts for which they were initially 
assessed, may transfer to the General Division or the Trainee Specialist Division.  

Once registered in the General Division, practitioners may practise medicine on an ongoing 
basis in Ireland in any post and without any regulatory limit on scope of practice.  The ability to 
practice medicine in any post was not assessed in the specialty specific assessment, which was 
designed for registration in the Supervised Division.  
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The registration process for entry to the General Division involves an assessment to ensure 
that the practitioner is fit-to-practise in a diverse range of positions.  For most doctors currently 
registered in the Supervised Division, this will involve examination by way of the PRES, which 
is designed to ensure that the doctor demonstrates competence in a general scope of practice, 
which is consistent with registration in the General Division of the register.  This is a critical 
and necessary measure to protect the public.  

Doctors registered in the Supervised Division may also seek registration in the Trainee 
Specialist Division provided relevant criteria are met.  These criteria include having access to 
a recognised training post, holding a document which is deemed equivalent to a certificate of 
experience, and being successful at the PRES, or being exempted from this exam.

The Medical Council is currently working with the HSE to operate an efficient process for 
doctors seeking transfer from the Supervised Division.  Doctors currently registered in the Su-
pervised Division wishing to transfer registration to the General Division must engage in this 
process.

Mental Health Services Funding

16/04/2013WRCCC009001285. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the amount of money that 
has been allocated to address mental health issues here; the areas that this money is being spent; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17124/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The estimated 
budget for mental health in 2013 is €733 million for the provision of specialist mental health 
services which includes in-patient care as well as community mental health care and suicide 
prevention.  This  figure includes an additional €35 million, provided in Budget 2013 for the 
continued development of our mental health services.  

About 1 in 4 people will experience some mental health problems in their lifetime.  Ap-
proximately 90% of mental health problems are dealt with in primary care and some 30% of 
people who attend primary care have a mental health problem.  Expenditure on these services 
is not captured in the mental health budget. 

The HSE National Service Plan 2013 commits to a number of objectives including the fur-
ther development of forensic services and community mental health teams for adults, children 
and older persons and for mental health intellectual disability, as well as the development of sui-
cide prevention initiatives.  477 additional staff will be recruited to implement these measures.  

In order to ensure that the additional resources will be used to best effect, the HSE, in con-
sultation with the Department of Health, is working towards finalising the allocation of these re-
sources.  Business cases from each HSE Region are being finalised and examined, against each 
of the identified objectives, detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and number of 
WTE to be recruited.  It is expected that this process will be concluded in the very near future 
with a view to recruitment of the additional staff proceeding as soon as possible. 

Chaplaincy Services Provision

16/04/2013WRCCC011001286. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the provi-
sion of chaplaincy services by his Department; the amount of money spent on these services; 
the denominations involved; if humanist chaplains are provided by his Department.  [17132/13]
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16/04/2013WRCCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is my understanding that a review of chap-
laincy services in the HSE Acute Services is currently being undertaken and is due to issue a 
report later this month.

This review was prompted by the increasing demands on the service over recent years and 
the effects of the recruitment moratorium and the recognition by the HSE of the value and 
importance of Spiritual and Pastoral care for patients, their families and staff working in the 
healthcare services.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/04/2013WRCCC01250Medical Card Reviews

16/04/2013WRCCC013001287. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason when carrying 
out medical card reviews, particularly in the case of the elderly, that is, those in receipt of a 
State pension, the Health Service Executive cannot simply send a letter asking whether or not 
the medical card holder’s circumstances have changed rather than expecting the medical card 
holder to complete the review form and gather all necessary information again as in such cases, 
circumstances are unlikely to have changed and these review letters can cause stress and anxi-
ety to the elderly while sending a change of circumstances letter would significantly reduce 
administration in the medical card office; if he will ask the HSE to examine this matter; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [17148/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive operates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 1970, as subsequently 
amended. In the interest of probity, the HSE is obliged, irrespective of the age of the person, to 
ensure that a person’s eligibility is correctly recorded in line with the eligibility legislation and 
the national guidelines. The HSE aims to ensure that every person who is entitled to the medical 
card schemes is given the opportunity to avail of their entitlement. 

Reviews for medical card holders who are 66 years or over now operate on a self-assess-
ment basis and the length of validity is four years.  Where an individual requires help or has 
any questions or difficulties in completing a medical card application or review form, he or she, 
or a member the family, should contact their Local Health Office, where the staff continue to 
provide assistance.  Where an individual’s circumstances change, the HSE must be informed 
as the individual may no longer be eligible. In addition to the standard assessment and review 
process, random audit of eligibility are undertaken on an ongoing basis.

Any medical card holder undergoing a review to renew a medical card, who genuinely en-
gages with the HSE in that review, will not have their entitlement withdrawn before the review 
is complete, regardless of the expiry date shown on their medical card.  In cases where a deci-
sion is made not to grant a medical card, the applicant is informed of the decision and is notified 
of their right to appeal this decision.  Contact details for the appeals office are provided to them.  
Where a person submits an appeal to a decision not to renew a medical card within 21 days of 
that decision, they retain their medical card or GP visit card until the appeal is decided. 

All efforts are made by the HSE to deal with the individuals properly, fairly and impartially. 

Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists



16 April 2013

537

16/04/2013WRCCC015001288. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when a child (details 
supplied) in Dublin 3 will receive needed orthodontic treatment.  [17160/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE provides 
orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An individual’s access to 
orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines and priority is given to 
patients with greatest needs.  The HSE has been asked to examine the specific query raised by 
the Deputy and to reply to her as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1289 answered with Question No. 1204.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRCCC018001290. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if he intends to introduce a 
personal budget model in order that persons with intellectual disabilities have the flexibility 
to make choices that suit their own needs best; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17180/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The move 
towards a model of funding which is linked to individual need, also referred to as a personal 
budget model, is encompassed by the recommendations in the Value for Money (VFM) and 
Policy Review of Disability Services which I published last year.

An individualised payments model is one aspect of individualised budgeting, which de-
scribes an approach whereby a monetary value is placed on the supports required by an indi-
vidual with disabilities to live a fulfilled life. It may be implemented in many ways, but the 
essence of individualised budgeting is that the individual is given more choice and control over 
how the money allocated to meet their needs is utilised. This approach must be underpinned by 
a standardised needs assessment to ensure fairness and transparency in the way in which fund-
ing is allocated. 

The Department of Health and the Health Service Executive will pursue the issue of individ-
ualised budgeting in the context of the implementation of the recommendations contained in the 
VFM Review. The priority is to further improve current services, while expediting the analysis 
of the benefits to be gained from newer models of individualised supports through demonstra-
tion projects which will be evaluated for wider applicability.  The balance and emphasis will 
shift firmly and comprehensively towards these new models of individualised supports once 
sufficient analysis of the benefits is carried out in the Irish context and adequate financial man-
agement, resource allocation and governance structures are in place to ensure their long-term 
viability.

Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRCCC020001291. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health the current status of the as-
sessment of need provision under the Disability Act 2005; if he will outline a timeframe for 
extending this provision as per the legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17181/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2006 a Cross-Sectoral Team was estab-
lished to provide for a joint approach by the Department of Health and the Department of 
Education and Skills to the implementation of the Disability Act 2005 and the Education for 
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Persons with Special Education Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004. The Team now includes a represen-
tative of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 provides disabled individuals with an entitlement to an in-
dependent assessment of need and a statement of proposed services to be provided, and allows 
them to pursue a complaint and, if necessary, make an appeal to the independent Disability Ap-
peals Officer. Part 2 of the Act was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children under the 
age of five. It had been intended to have both the Disability Act 2005 and the EPSEN Act 2004 
fully implemented during 2010 for children and young people aged up to 18. However, in 2008 
the then Government decided, in light of financial circumstances, to defer further implementa-
tion of both Acts. Notwithstanding this the Cross-Sectoral Team continues to meet to address 
issues of mutual concern for children with disabilities. 

Ministerial Meetings

16/04/2013WRCCC022001292. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if he has discussed the issue of 
autism with his ministerial counterparts at an EU level in terms of Council of Minister meetings 
or informal meetings; if he will provide an overview of such discussions and any conclusions 
arrived at; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17184/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The issue of children’s disability policy and 
services including autism is a priority for the Government.  My Department, the Health Service 
Executive, the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs all co-operate on an ongoing basis, with a view to advancing children’s disability issues, 
including autism.  A dedicated cross-sectoral team, comprising representatives of the three De-
partments, the HSE, the National Educational Psychological Service and the National Council 
for Special Education, plays a key role in this regard.      

In 2012, to strengthen co-operation across the sectors on policy and operational matters 
in this regard, a Principal Officer-led Unit was established in my  Department, whose brief 
includes the promotion of enhanced inter-sectoral collaboration on children’s disability issues 
including autism.

The issue of children with complex developmental needs, including autism, was included 
as an agenda item for the Informal Meeting of Health Ministers on 4th and 5th March 2013, as 
part of Ireland’s Presidency of the EU Council.  Member states were invited to share examples 
of best practice and to consider what information could be shared to assist in improving health 
service policy and service delivery.  

Departmental Reports

16/04/2013WRCCC024001293. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of all 
reports and strategies which have been developed by his Department or any agency under his 
Department’s remit in relation to disability services and any specific disabilities or special needs 
from 1997 to date; the name of the report or strategy, date of publication, action taken arising 
from the publication of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17185/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Details of re-
ports published by this Department and agencies under the aegis of the Department on disability 
services or special needs from 1997 to date are listed beneath.



16 April 2013

539

Published by Date of 
Publication

Name of Report: Action taken arising from pub-
lication of report:

Department of 
Health

1997 Enhancing the Partner-
ship (incorporating Wid-
ening the Partnership) 
– Report of the Working 
Group on the Imple-
mentation of the Health 
Strategy in Relation to 
Persons with a Mental 
Handicap (1997)

Formalised the arrangements 
governing the funding of 
nonprofit intellectual disability 
organisations by the former 
health boards. Following the 
endorsement of the report by 
the Minister, responsibility for 
funding certain organisations 
transferred from the Depart-
ment of Health to the Health 
Boards.

Department of 
Health

1997 Services to persons 
with a mental handicap 
/ intellectual disability 
: an assessment of need 
1997-2001

Informed decisions on funding 
for disability services in the 
years following publication.

Department of 
Health

1998 Hearing disability as-
sessment: report of the 
Expert Hearing Group

The HSE is currently imple-
menting an audiology clinical 
care programme.

Published by Date of 
Publication

Name of Report: Action taken arising from 
publication of report:

Department of 
Health

2001 National Physical and 
Sensory Disability 
Database - Report of 
the National Physical 
and Sensory Disability 
Database Development 
Committee

National Physical and Sensory 
Disability Database estab-
lished in Health Research 
Board.

Department of 
Health

2004 Outline Sectoral Plan 
under the Disability Bill 
2004

Interim plan

Department of 
Health

2006 Disability Act 2005: 
Sectoral Plan for the De-
partment of Health and 
Children and the Health 
Services

Ensured that the needs of 
people with disabilities would 
be considered in all health 
policy planning and service 
delivery processes.

Department of 
Health

2007 Year 1 Review of the 
Sectoral Plan; Disability 
Act 2005

Review of the first year of 
progress in implementing the 
Disability Act 2005.  

Department 
of Health and 
Department of 
Education & 
Science

2007 Standards for the Assess-
ment of Need process 
under Part 2 of the Dis-
ability Act 2005

Disability Act 2005 com-
menced in respect of children 
aged 5 and under and assess-
ments carried out in accor-
dance with the standards.
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Published by Date of 
Publication

Name of Report: Action taken arising from 
publication of report:

Department of 
Health

2009 Review of the circum-
stances surrounding the 
elapse of time in bring-
ing to completion the 
Western Health Board 
Inquiry into Allegations 
of Abuse in the Broth-
ers of Charity Services, 
Galway

Factual report.

Department of 
Health

2010 Progress Report – Year 3 
Review (2009) – Sectoral 
Plan under the Disability 
Act 2005

Second review sets out prog-
ress in relation to the imple-
mentation of the Department 
of Health and Children’s Sec-
toral Plan in respect of health 
and personal social services 
provision for people with dis-
abilities.

Department of 
Health

2010 Report on Public Con-
sultation - Efficiency and 
Effectiveness of Disabil-
ity Services in Ireland

Provided an input into the 
Value for Money and Policy 
Review of Disability Services.

Department of 
Health

2010 Report of the State 
Claims Agency on Com-
pensation for Thalido-
mide Survivors

Proposals in the report re-
jected by the Thalidomide 
survivors.

Department 
of Health and 
Health Service 
Executive

2011 National Policy and 
Strategy for the Provi-
sion of Neuro-Rehabili-
tation Services in Ireland 
2011 - 2015

Implementation will be pro-
gressed under the HSE’s 
operational plan for 2013.

Department of 
Health

2011 Report of Disability 
Policy Review by the 
Expert Reference Group 
on Disability Policy

Provided an input into the 
Value for Money (VFM) and 
Policy Review of Disability 
Services.

Published by Date of 
Publication

Name of Report Action taken arising from 
publication of report:

Department of 
Health

2012 Value for Money and 
Policy Review of Dis-
ability Services in Ireland

Currently being progressed by 
HSE.

Department 
of Health and 
Department of 
Environment, 
Community and 
Local Govern-
ment

2012 Housing Strategy for 
People with a Disabil-
ity 2011-2016 National 
Implementation Frame-
work

Currently being progressed by 
HSE.
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Published by Date of 
Publication

Name of Report Action taken arising from 
publication of report:

Department of 
Health

2013 Value for Money and 
Policy Review of Dis-
ability Services in Ireland 
- National Implementa-
tion Framework

The National Implementation 
Framework determines how 
the recommendations from the 
VFM Review are translated 
into concrete actions. Rec-
ommendations in the VFM 
Review are currently being 
progressed by HSE.

Health Research 
Board

2000 to 
2012

Annual Report of the 
National Intellectual Dis-
ability Database Com-
mittee, 1998/1999; 2000; 
2001; 2002; 2003; 2004; 
2005; 2006; 2007; 2008; 
2009; 2010; 2011

The NIDD informs decision-
making in relation to the 
planning of specialised health 
and personal social services 
for people with intellectual 
disabilities.

Health Research 
Board

2004 to 
2012

Annual report of the Na-
tional Physical and Sen-
sory Disability Database 
Committee, 2004; 2005; 
2006; 2007; 2008; 2009; 
2010; 2011

The NPSDD informs deci-
sion-making in relation to the 
planning of specialised health 
and personal social services 
for people with physical or 
sensory disabilities.

Health Service 
Executive

2011 Time to Move on from 
Congregated Settings - A 
Strategy for Community 
Inclusion

Currently being progressed by 
HSE.

Health Service 
Executive

2012 New Directions – Per-
sonal Support Services 
for Adults with Disabili-
ties

Currently being progressed by 
HSE.

Health Service 
Executive

2012 National Review of 
Autism Services - Past, 
Present and Way Forward

The Autism Review will 
feed into the Department of 
Health’s consideration of Au-
tism Policy going forward.

Health Service 
Executive

2012 Respite/Residential Care 
with Host Families in 
Community Settings

Will inform future decision 
making by the HSE on how 
best to develop, implement 
and monitor this model of 
service provision within dis-
ability services.

Health Service 
Executive

2007 Report of Dr Kevin Mc-
Coy on Western Health 
Board Inquiry into Broth-
ers of Charity Services in 
Galway

Fact-finding report.
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Published by Date of 
Publication

Name of Report: Action taken arising from 
publication of report:

Health Service 
Executive

2009 Report of the National 
Reference Group on 
Multidisciplinary Disabil-
ity Services for Children 
aged 5-18

Currently being progressed 
by HSE.

Health Service 
Executive

2007 - 2010 Report on Implementa-
tion of the Disability Act 
2005 (3 separate reports)

Factual report.

National 
Rehabilitation 
Board

1997 Employment Challenges 
for the Millennium – 
Report of the National 
Advisory Committee on 
Training and Employ-
ment (1997)

As recommended in the 
report, and in line with the 
Government’s mainstream-
ing policy, responsibility for 
the employment of people 
with disabilities was moved 
to the former Department 
of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment.

National 
Council on 
Ageing and 
Older People

2007 The Quality of Life of 
Older People with a Dis-
ability in Ireland

Factual report.

Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRCCC026001294. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will provide, in tabu-
lar form, the number of people currently waiting for hip-replacement operations in the public 
health system; and the percentage that have been waiting for this operation for more than six 
months and for more than 12 months.  [17191/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment as 
Minister for Health, in line with the Programme for Government, I established the Special 
Delivery Unit. Its aim is to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients 
through the system. As set out in Future Health, a key goal is to deliver faster more equitable 
access to hospital services. The implementation of the SDU Performance Improvement Pro-
grammes is a key driver of reducing waiting times for scheduled and unscheduled care in hos-
pitals.  

In relation to hip replacements on the national waiting list,  at end of March 2013 I am 
advised that the overall number waiting is 1147. Of that total, 22% are waiting more than 6 
months and 1% are waiting more than 12 months.

    Question No. 1295 answered with Question No. 1138.

Health Services Staff Numbers

16/04/2013WRCCC029001296. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of all staff by job title 
including management, administration, support staff and so on currently working in Coolock 
Health Centre, Dublin 5; if additional staff will be allocated to this health centre; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [17214/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has re-
sponsibility for the provision and staffing of Health Centres, therefore, this matter has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Accident and Emergency Services Provision

16/04/2013WRCCC031001297. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of Health Service 
Executive ambulances, advanced paramedic vehicles and other emergency vehicles in each 
Health Service Executive region for 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17215/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Hospital Appointments Administration

16/04/2013WRCCC033001298. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be treated for hip replacement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17223/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WRCCC035001299. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that some patients have been waiting since January 2008 for orthodontic treat-
ment in the Dublin north east region; the steps being taken to reduce the current waiting times; 
his plans to provide additional clinical staff for orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17224/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has com-
missioned an independent review of orthodontic services.  The outcome of this review will 
give guidance as to what changes will be desirable to provide the best possible model of care 
delivery, given the current resources available and future demand for services. Final actions of 
the review of orthodontic services are currently being completed. It is anticipated that a report 
for consideration by the HSE and the Department of Health will be ready by the end of the 2nd 
Quarter of 2013. The HSE has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy regarding the provi-
sion of orthodontic services in the Dublin North East region.
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Primary Care Centres Provision

16/04/2013WRCCC037001300. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
the progress on the primary care centres that have been approved for Waterford City and Dun-
garvan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17244/13]

16/04/2013WRCCC03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Approval of infra-
structure projects is done in the context of the overall approval of the HSE multi-annual Capital 
Plan.  The HSE has submitted its draft multi-annual Capital Plan 2013-2017 to the Department 
of Health.  The Plan is being considered and will be submitted shortly to the Minister for Health 
for his approval.  The consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform is then re-
quired, following which the HSE will publish details on its website.

Waterford city and Dungarvan are two of the 35 primary care centre locations announced 
under the infrastructure stimulus package in July 2012.  Approximately 20 will be offered to 
the market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on active local GP 
involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.   The HSE is currently final-
ising matters relating to the available sites and GP engagement in each location.  The HSE is 
also engaging with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) as required to progress 
Primary Care Centre Public Private Partnership.  The NDFA as a centre of expertise will be 
responsible for the delivery of the Primary Care PPP programme on behalf of the HSE, includ-
ing the management of the procurement phase and the provision of financial advice including 
a Value for Money assessment.   It has been reviewing the processes involved in procurement 
of PPP projects with a view to streamlining the process and delivering projects more quickly.  
The preparatory work for the primary care centre project which precedes signing of any PPP 
agreements is well underway.   While it is not possible, at this time, to give start and completion 
dates for any of the individual 20 potential locations, the best estimate is that these primary care 
centres will be completed by late 2016. 

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRDDD002001301. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps that he will take to 
help put in place a long-term treatment plan in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17310/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The treatment of patients is a clinical matter 
and therefore is a matter for the consultant/s and medical team involved in providing that care.  
I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the spe-
cific query that he has raised.

  Questions Nos. 1302 to 1306, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1254.

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRDDD005001307. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15 qualifies for any State support in order to visit London to see a neurological specialist 
regarding their condition in view of the fact that as yet it has not been diagnosed or a treatment 
identified here. [17337/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
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The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members

Nursing Home Services

16/04/2013WRDDD007001308. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospi-
tal (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17372/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Financial sup-
port for long-term nursing home care is provided under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. 
The Scheme provides support to individuals, not to nursing homes. In order to be an approved 
nursing home for the purposes of the Scheme all private nursing homes, and voluntary nursing 
homes which previously received funding for long-term residential care under section 39 of the 
Health Act 2004, must negotiate and agree a price for the cost of long-term nursing home care 
with the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  This is necessary due to the commitment 
by the State to meet the full balance of the cost of care over and above individuals’ contribu-
tions.

The NTPF is independent in the performance of this function and, in carrying it out, it must 
ensure value for money for both the individual and the State. The NTPF negotiates with each 
nursing home individually and may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part 
of the process.

I understand that the nursing home referred to by the Deputy has reached a price agreement 
with the NTPF. 

  Question No. 1309 answered with Question No. 1204.

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRDDD010001310. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a site will be made avail-
able to a group (details supplied) in County Kerry; if not, if a suitable facility could be provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17381/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Services

16/04/2013WRDDD012001311. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
provision of a facility (details supplied) at Kerry General Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17382/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WRDDD014001312. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 196 of 26 September 2012, if he will provide an update on the current status of 
the office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17398/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 makes 
provision for the introduction of very specific obligations on the health services, including a 
statutory entitlement to an independent assessment of health and education needs (Section 8); a 
statement of services (Section 11) which it is proposed to provide; an independent redress and 
complaints mechanism (Section 14) if required; and can make an appeal to the independent Dis-
ability Appeals Officer (Section 18).  The Disability Appeals Officer (DAO) is an independent 
officer appointed by the Minister for Health whose purpose is to provide an appeals service to 
people who wish to appeal (i) against a finding or recommendation of a complaints officer of 
the HSE made under the Disability Act 2005; or (ii) against the failure of the HSE or an educa-
tion service provider to implement a recommendation of a complaints officer. 

The Office of the Disability Appeals Officer (ODAO) was created to support the DAO in the 
performance of his/her functions.  It should be noted that the Disability Act does not create an 
office which exists independently of the person who holds office and, accordingly, the ODAO is 
not a corporate body.  Since 2007, the ODAO has successfully supported the DAO in providing 
the appeals service envisaged under the Disability Act.  From 2007, staff from the Department 
of Health were assigned to the ODAO to assist the DAO in the performance of her functions.

Following the decision in October 2008 to defer further roll-out of Part 2 of the Disability 
Act for other cohorts, it became apparent that the ODAO did not have the volume of work origi-
nally envisaged and, by 2011, there was an insufficient quantum of work to justify a full-time 
DAO position.  This remains the position.

The existing Disability Appeals Officer resigned her position with effect from 31st Decem-
ber 2011 and my Department has had discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform regarding the filling of this post. 

As an interim measure, a Principal Officer on my Department’s staff has been designated to 
discharge the duties of the Disability Appeals Officer and is independent in the performance of 
this function.  A longer term arrangement is being considered. 

The provisions for parents wishing to make an appeal have not changed and appeals will 
continue to be determined in accordance with the provisions of the Disability Act.  As part of its 
service, the ODAO operates a Lo-Call phone line.  The Lo-Call line is monitored during normal 
business hours Monday- Friday.

Hospital Consultants Remuneration

16/04/2013WRDDD016001313. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm if the new 
revised consultant pay scale is to be applied to the apointee to a post (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17399/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In September 2012 I announced that, in fu-
ture, consultants would be appointed at a significantly reduced rate, involving a 30% reduction 
in the salary previously set for new entrants.  I appreciate that this is a substantial reduction in 
the rate payable. However, it is, in the Government’s view, a necessary measure, if we are to 
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continue to renew and develop the workforce and to provide consultant-level career opportuni-
ties for doctors.  

Subject to overall parameters set by Government, the Health Service Executive has respon-
sibility for determining the relevant pay scales for new employees.  I have asked the Executive 
to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to this case.

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRDDD018001314. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the progress he is making in 
dealing with the persons who had symphysiotomy procedures in hospitals here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17400/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My first priority is to ensure that the women 
who have had this procedure have their health needs comprehensively and professionally met. 
In this regard, the HSE provides a range of services to women who continue to suffer the effects 
of having had this procedure. These services include the provision of medical cards, the avail-
ability of independent clinical advice and the organisation of individual pathways of care and 
the arrangement of appropriate follow-up. 

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has commissioned an independent research 
report in relation to the practice of symphysiotomy in Ireland. The research process comprised 
of two stages. The first stage was an independent draft academic research report, which was 
based on an analysis of published medical reports and research. The second stage in the research 
process was consultation on the draft report involving patient groups, health professionals and 
in particular the women who have experienced symphysiotomy. The second stage has just been 
completed by the researcher and the report has been sent for peer review. It is expected that the 
report will be finalised and submitted to my Department in May. 

It is intended that the finalised report will inform the Government’s overall consideration 
of this matter, including the consideration of any actions or legal implications that may be re-
quired. It would be premature for me to make any other comments at this stage in what actions 
might be taken, prior to giving full consideration to the recommendations of the report.

Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WRDDD020001315. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5.  [17402/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which includes 
medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established 
a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to 
medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier response. 
Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

Medicinal Products Supply

16/04/2013WRDDD022001316. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support lung fibro-
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sis patients here as a matter of urgency (details supplied). [17403/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD023001317. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health his views regarding the 
refusal of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics, NCPE, to recommend funding for Pir-
fenidone for patients with lung fibrosis (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17424/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1316 and 1317 together.

Following a pharmacoeconomic evaluation of pirfenidone (Esbriet), the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics concluded that, at the submitted price, pirfenidone is not cost-effective 
for the treatment of patients with mild to moderate idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. The HSE is 
currently in negotiations with the manufacturers of pirfenidone (Esbriet) and therefore it would 
not be appropriate to comment further while these negotiations are ongoing. The application to 
the HSE for the reimbursement of this product under the Community Drugs Schemes is being 
considered in line with the agreed procedures and timescales for the assessment of new medi-
cines as per the 2012 agreement between the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association, the 
HSE and the Department of Health. 

  Question No. 1318 answered with Question No. 1200.

Medical Card Reviews

16/04/2013WRDDD026001319. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in Cork whose medical card is not due to expire until 2017 has been asked to fill out 
a review form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17471/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive operates under the legislative framework of the Health Act of 1970, as subsequently 
amended. In the interest of probity, the HSE is obliged to ensure that a person’s eligibility is cor-
rectly recorded in line with the eligibility legislation and the national guidelines. The HSE aims 
to ensure that every person who is entitled to the medical card schemes is given the opportunity 
to avail of their entitlement.  The HSE has produced national assessment guidelines to provide a 
clear framework to assist in the making of reasonable, consistent and equitable decisions when 
assessing an applicant for the General Medical Services scheme.  These guidelines are publicly 
available and can be downloaded from the HSE’s medical card website.  

The standard procedure for the review of medical cards for persons aged 66 years or older 
is that their medical card will be reviewed every 4 years. For persons under the age of 66 years, 
the length of validity of a medical card is 3 years.  Depending on the individual’s circumstances, 
it may be issued for a shorter period. If an individual’s circumstances change, he/she must in-
form the HSE, as he/she may no longer be eligible.   In addition to the standard assessment and 
review processes, random audits of eligibility will also be undertaken by the HSE on an on-
going basis. If selected for review under this process, the Medical Card holder will be informed 
and requested to submit up to date income details. 

Any medical card holder undergoing a review to renew a medical card, who genuinely en-
gages with the HSE in that review, will not have their entitlement withdrawn before the review 
is complete, regardless of the expiry date shown on their medical card.  In cases where a deci-
sion is made not to grant a medical card, the applicant is informed of the decision and is notified 
of their right to appeal this decision.  Contact details for the appeals office are provided to them.  
Where a person submits an appeal to a decision not to renew a medical card within 21 days of 
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that decision, he/she retains the medical card or GP visit card until the appeal is decided. 

The Health Service Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy  in relation to 
Ms Farrell’s review as soon as possible.

Hospital Appointments Administration

16/04/2013WRDDD028001320. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will inquire into 
the expected timeframe in which person (details supplied) in County Cavan will receive their 
hip-replacement operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17472/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Poli-
cy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter. 

Pharmacy Inspections

16/04/2013WRDDD030001321. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of pharma-
cies that were inspected by PSI inspectors in 2012 and 2013; of these inspections the number 
that were performed by two authorised officers and the number by one authorised officer; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17474/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Pharmaceuti-
cal Society of Ireland (PSI) is an independent statutory body, established by the Pharmacy Act 
2007. It is charged with, and is accountable for, the effective regulation of pharmacists and 
pharmacies in Ireland, including responsibility for supervising compliance with the Act.

Under section 19 of the Act, inspections by authorised officers of the PSI may be undertaken 
in respect of applications for registration or continued registration of a retail pharmacy busi-
ness.  Under section 67, inspections and investigations may be undertaken to ascertain whether 
an offence under the Act, any breach of a Code of Conduct or any professional misconduct has 
been committed and for obtaining information or evidence about these matters. 

The PSI conducted 172 inspections in 2012, of which  97 were under section 19 and 75 
were under section 67 of the Act.   Twenty of these inspections were conducted by two or more 
authorised officers, and 152 by one authorised officer. 

The PSI has conducted 156 inspections to date in 2013, of which 21 were under section 19 
and 135 were under section 67 of the Act. One hundred and fifty one of these inspections were 
carried out by one authorised officer and 5 were conducted by one authorised officer accompa-
nied by an authorised officer in training.  

Hospital Appointments Administration

16/04/2013WRDDD032001322. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for a CT 
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scan and a colonoscopy will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17477/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD033001328. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an EEG scan will be given 
to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17616/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1322 and 
1328 together.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Hospital Services

16/04/2013WRDDD035001323. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will give details of a progress 
report in respect of the new Kenmare Community Hospital, County Kerry, including whether 
there will be an increase in the number of staff employed in the new hospital; the new services 
that will be available; whether the completion of the residential health care unit is scheduled for 
31 March 2013 and within budget; if the patients will be transferred to the new facility in April 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17491/13]

16/04/2013WRDDD03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 1324 and 1325 answered with Question No. 1278.

16/04/2013WREEE00200Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WREEE003001326. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the decision to refuse a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will be reviewed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17607/13]

16/04/2013WREEE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

16/04/2013WREEE00500Hospital Waiting Lists
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16/04/2013WREEE006001327. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Kilkenny has been waiting four years for an operation; and if he wil expe-
dite an early response. [17615/13]

16/04/2013WREEE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 1328 answered with Question No. 1322.

16/04/2013WREEE00900Nursing Staff Remuneration

16/04/2013WREEE010001329. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will end the salary dis-
crimination in the graduate nursing and midwifery initiative [17617/13]

16/04/2013WREEE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I cannot accept the Deputy’s contention that 
the graduate nursing and midwifery initiative involves discrimination. In a time of very limited 
recruitment opportunities in the public sector, this initiative is offering up to 1,000 graduate 
nurses and midwives two- year contracts in the public health services. Participants will be 
recruited on two-year contracts and will be paid 80% of the starting-point of the Staff Nurse 
Scale. They will also qualify for premium payments and allowances on a pro rata basis, bring-
ing expected average pay to about €25,000 per year, excluding overtime. The employment of 
Graduates in a specific graduate scheme is a widespread practice in other sectors of the econo-
my.  The rate of pay under this initiative is within the norms for such programmes.  

The scheme will support the retention of graduate nurses and midwives within the Irish 
health system and enable them to gain valuable work experience and development opportuni-
ties post-graduation. It offers graduates an opportunity for further professional development. 
Participants will be supported to complete a Certificate in Advanced Healthcare Skills, such as 
Health Assessment and Pharmacology. The graduate nurses and midwives will be able to avail 
of the suite of educational programmes provided by the Centres for Nursing and Midwifery 
to enhance their professional development including intravenous canulation and anaphylaxis 
training. These skills are aligned to the delivery of the HSE clinical care programmes support-
ing earlier access to assessments and treatments for patients. This programme of professional 
development will be of great value for individual nurses as they embark on their career path.

Applications from graduates under this scheme will continue to be accepted by the HSE.  In 
line with normal practice, the HSE will continue to facilitate applicants with offers of appoint-
ment to posts in the part of the country for which they have expressed a preference.

  Question No. 1330 answered with Question No. 1204.

16/04/2013WREEE01300Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WREEE014001331. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be 
issued to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite the matter 
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[17662/13]

16/04/2013WREEE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

16/04/2013WREEE01600Home Help Service Provision

16/04/2013WREEE017001332. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the home help hours will 
be restored in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite 
a review of this case [17663/13]

16/04/2013WREEE01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

16/04/2013WREEE01900Health Services Access

16/04/2013WREEE020001333. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the expected waiting time 
for those children on the paediatric waiting list for assessment in the Health Service Executive 
South; his plans, if any, to reduce or eliminate the waiting list; his views on a case (details sup-
plied) in County Kilkenny. [17664/13]

16/04/2013WREEE02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WREEE02200Medical Card Appeals

16/04/2013WREEE023001334. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medi-
cal card now under appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be 
expedited and approved as a matter of urgency. [17665/13]

16/04/2013WREEE02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

16/04/2013WREEE02500Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WREEE026001335. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to previous Parlia-



16 April 2013

553

mentary questions regarding an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kilkenny, if he will insist on the special circumstances of the case being 
examined with a view to granting them a medical card [17666/13]

16/04/2013WREEE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

16/04/2013WREEE02800Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WREEE029001336. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the plan of care which has 
been put in place in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17667/13]

16/04/2013WREEE03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WREEE03100Health Services Provision

16/04/2013WREEE032001337. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the fair deal scheme will 
be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if he will expedite 
a response [17668/13]

16/04/2013WREEE03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WREEE035001338. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date for heart 
surgery will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he 
will expedite the matter [17669/13]

16/04/2013WREEE03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

  Question No. 1339 withdrawn.
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16/04/2013WREEE03800Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WREEE039001340. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for a general practitioner-only medical card in respect of persons (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny; and if he will expedite a positive response.  [17671/13]

16/04/2013WREEE04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

Hospital Waiting Lists

16/04/2013WREEE042001341. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early date for a heart 
operation will be set in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Waterford [17672/13]

16/04/2013WREEE04300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Waiting List Management Pol-
icy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and 
planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, mana-
gerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management and 
administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted 
by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In 
relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WREEE04400Medical Card Applications

16/04/2013WREEE045001342. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an application for a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be expedited and 
approved based on their financial circumstances and need [17673/13]

16/04/2013WREEE04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services scheme, which in-
cludes medical cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has es-
tablished a dedicated contact service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries 
relating to medical cards and GP visit cards, which the Deputy may wish to use for an earlier 
response. Contact information has recently reissued to Oireachtas members. 

16/04/2013WREEE04700Health Services Issues

16/04/2013WREEE048001343. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will support the case of 
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 17 [17704/13]

16/04/2013WREEE04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
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uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/04/2013WREEE05000Hospital Services

16/04/2013WREEE051001344. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1085 of 16 January 2013, wherein he had indicated that he expected to be in receipt 
of the report from Professor Higgins regarding the future potential composition of the hospital 
groups in the South East in the near future if he will confirm if he has received this report; if he 
has had time to consider the recommendations contained in same; have these recommendations 
been presented to Government for their consideration; if he is not in receipt of this report could 
he please clarify when he expects to be in receipt of same and further to this if he will clarify the 
difficulties that have caused such a delay in view of the significance of this report to the people 
of the south east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17705/13]

16/04/2013WREEE05200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): We have a large number and range of acute 
hospitals in Ireland, all of which are held in high esteem and used mainly by local people for 
the majority of their hospital care.  However, the provision of modern, high quality, safe care 
requires increasing levels of cooperation and overarching systems of governance and com-
munication. We know that the traditional practice of providing as many services as possible in 
every hospital is neither sustainable nor safe.  Experience in Ireland and abroad teaches us that a 
co-ordinated system of care is clearly better for patients than a sporadic approach from hospital 
to hospital.   The formation of Irish acute hospitals into a small number of groups, each with its 
own governance and management, will provide an optimum opportunity for hospital services to 
be configured to deliver high-quality, safe patient care in a cost-effective manner.  

It was with this in mind that I appointed Professor John Higgins in June of last year to chair 
a Strategic Board on the establishment of Hospital Groups. I have received Professor Higgins’ 
report, which is based on a comprehensive consultation process and contains almost 60 recom-
mendations on the formation, management and governance of hospital groups, all of which are 
strongly endorsed by the Strategic Board.  I will shortly submit this report to Government, to 
consider and decide on the final formation of each hospital group.  I appreciate that this report 
and the related  government decision are anxiously awaited: however, this is the most radical 
and most fundamental modernisation of our health system infrastructure since the State’s foun-
dation and I take very seriously my obligation to consider the report closely, to assure myself 
and my Cabinet colleagues that it provides a robust basis to enable timely access to a high qual-
ity and sustainable hospital service for those who need it. 

The Government will decide on the initial make up of hospital groups which will be estab-
lished on an administrative basis pending the legislation required to set up hospital trusts by 
2015. Before those trusts are established the composition and functioning of the Groups will 
be reviewed and if changes prove necessary then they will be made with Government approval 
when the hospital trusts are being formed. 

16/04/2013WREEE05300General Medical Services Scheme Administration

16/04/2013WREEE054001345. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions (details supplied) if he will clarify a matter (details further supplied) [17708/13]

16/04/2013WREEE05500Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Alex White): The General Med-
ical Services (GMS) Scheme and the Drug Payment Scheme (DPS) are separate schemes with 
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separate qualifying criteria.

Under the GMS Scheme, medical card holders are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item 
for medicines and other prescription items supplied to them by community pharmacists, subject 
to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to 
children in the care of the HSE or to methadone supplied to patients participating in the Metha-
done Treatment Scheme.  

Under the DPS, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards 
the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

There is no provision for a family in the circumstances mentioned by the Deputy to claim a 
refund of the prescription charge from the DPS because, as advised from the outset, the GMS 
Scheme and the DPS are separate schemes with separate qualifying criteria. 

16/04/2013WREEE05600Services for People with Disabilities

16/04/2013WREEE057001346. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the amount 
of the Health Service Executive money being spent on children and adults with Autism; the 
amount of disability funding that is budgeted for Autism and its services; if he will provide an 
update on the current number of persons with Autism in Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17717/13]

16/04/2013WREEE05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked the 
HSE to provide the information it has available directly to you in relation these matters.

16/04/2013WREEE05900Health Insurance Regulation

16/04/2013WREEE060001347. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
considered by his Department to prevent health cost inflation which is likely to occur as a result 
of the planned introduction of Dutch-style mandatory universal health insurance as laid out in 
the Programme for Government (details supplied) [17718/13]

16/04/2013WREEE06100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health 
service, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where access is based on need, not on 
income.  Under UHI, everyone will be insured and will have equal access to a standard package 
of primary and acute hospital services, including acute mental health services.  A new Insurance 
Fund will subsidise or pay insurance premiums for those who qualify for a subsidy. 

In moving to UHI, the Government is not seeking to simply transplant a health system 
from another jurisdiction.  While it is important to learn from international experience, we are 
committed to introducing an Irish model of universal health insurance which best fits the Irish 
system.  Detailed design work is currently ongoing on the model of UHI for Ireland.  This work 
includes explicit consideration of mechanisms for ensuring appropriate cost control and long-
term sustainability of our health system. 

Finally, a number of initiatives are currently underway in order to prepare the system for the 
introduction of UHI. These initiatives will bring benefits and drive efficiencies in advance of 
implementing universal health insurance. They include: 
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-  the strengthening of primary care services to deliver universal primary care with the re-
moval of cost as a barrier to access for patients,

-  the work of the Special Delivery Unit in tackling waiting times and establishing hospital 
groups, 

-  the introduction of a more transparent and efficient “Money Follows the Patient” funding 
mechanism for hospitals, and,

-  the establishment of a Consultative Forum on Health Insurance comprising representa-
tives from the country’s main health insurance companies, the Health Insurance Authority and 
the Department of Health.  The Forum provides a  platform for identifying ways of addressing 
costs throughout the industry, whilst always respecting the requirements of competition law. In 
addition, it gives a voice to insurers in raising issues relating to the development of UHI.   

16/04/2013WREEE06200Medical Card Reviews

16/04/2013WREEE063001348. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the position regarding when the 
last assessment of income guidelines on the eligibility criteria for medical cards for persons 
aged between 66 and 70 years was undertaken.  [17721/13]

16/04/2013WREEE06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The current income 
limits applicable to medical card applicants aged under 70 years came into effect from 1st Janu-
ary 2009.

16/04/2013WREEE06500Hospital Appointment Delays

16/04/2013WREEE066001349. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange to have an ap-
pointment to a consultant in Waterford General Hospital treated as urgent in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Wexford. [17728/13]

16/04/2013WREEE06700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  The National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013, has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been 
adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting 
lists. In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

16/04/2013WRFF00200Local Authority Funding

16/04/2013WRFF003001350. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
and when the required funding will be made available to Kildare County Council to facilitate 
the urgently required upgrading of the bridge at Collinstown, Leixlip, County Kildare, a pivotal 
piece of local infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16170/13]

16/04/2013WRFF004001351. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
and when the necessary works including bridge realignment will take place to alleviate traffic 
congestion at Liffey Bridge, Celbridge, County Kildare; if his Department has received propos-
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als from Kildare County Council for such works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16786/13]

16/04/2013WRFF00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1350 and 1351 together. 

 The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the local authority.

 In July last year local authorities were invited to submit applications for consideration for 
funding in 2013 under the Specific Improvement Grants Scheme.  Kildare County Council ap-
plied for funding for four projects under this grant category but no application for consideration 
for funding was included for either the Liffey Bridge, Celbridge or the bridge at Collinstown, 
Celbridge.

 The Specific Improvement Grants Scheme is being discontinued from 2014 onward in or-
der to maximise the funding available for repair and strengthening work.  In lieu of the Specific 
Improvement Grant Programme, applications will be sought in mid-2013 for minor bridge re-
pair works (which is a subset of the current Specific Grant Programme) for 2014.  This is in line 
with focusing monies on road and bridge maintenance and strengthening and the council may 
wish to prioritise any strengthening aspects of these projects and submit them for consideration 
for funding in 2014.

Alternatively, it is open to the Council to fund these works from their own resources or from 
its Discretionary Grant.

 The 2013 regional and local road grants have now been fully allocated and there are no 
further funds available from which an additional allocation could be made.  

16/04/2013WRFF00600Vehicle Clamping

16/04/2013WRFF007001352. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will clarify the rules, protocols or regulations that private clamping firms operate under; if there 
is a national body through which his Department talks with clamping firms; the agreements, 
formal or informal under which they operate; if there is a level of discussion or understanding 
ongoing; the way complaints to his Department in relation to perceived abuse of power are dealt 
with; the forum that is used for exchanging views; his plans to formalise matters; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16887/13]

16/04/2013WRFF00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While Section 
101B of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, (inserted by Section 9 of the Dublin Transport Authority 
(Dissolution) Act, 1987) provides for the clamping and/or towing of vehicles illegally parked 
on a public road or in local authority car parks, there is currently no regulation of clamping 
companies nor of the activity of clamping on private land. 

In line with the commitment contained in the Programme for Government to “legislate to 
regulate the vehicle clamping industry”, I have received Government approval for the drafting 
of a Regulation of Vehicle Immobilisation Bill and have published the Heads of the Bill on my 
Department’s website.
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Under the provisions of this Bill, the National Transport Authority will be given powers to 
licence clamping companies, set clamping-release fees, establish an appeals process and sepa-
rate complaints procedure, as well as introducing an industry-wide code of practice.

Following drafting of the Bill over the coming months, I hope to introduce it in the Oireach-
tas by the end of the year. 

16/04/2013WRFF00900Road Traffic Offences

16/04/2013WRFF010001353. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
under the Road Traffic Act 2011 it is a mandatory or a discretionary power for a Garda to test a 
driver at a Garda station after arresting them at the scene of an injury-related collision; if he is 
considering amending section 7 of the 2011 Act in this regard; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17146/13]

16/04/2013WRFF01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Section 7 of the 
Road Traffic (No. 2) Act 2011 substitutes section 9 of the Road Traffic Act 2010, provides for 
mandatory preliminary breath testing at the roadside where injury has been caused following 
a road traffic collision. It is not discretionary, however a Garda can make decision not to carry 
out a breath test where it could be injurious to the drivers health or if the drivers is deceased, for 
example.  I do not have any plans to further amend section 9. 

Where a person has been arrested following a preliminary breath test under section 9, a 
member of the Garda Síochána may, under section 12 of the 2010 Act, require the person under 
arrest to provide either an evidential breath specimen or a blood/urine specimen or both. A per-
son who refuses or fails to comply with such a requirement commits an offence under section 
12 and is liable to a maximum fine of €5,000 and/or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 
months following conviction.

16/04/2013WRFF01200Driving Licence Issues

16/04/2013WRFF013001354. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there are controls in place to prevent persons from making multiple applications to different 
authorities for driving licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17675/13]

16/04/2013WRFF01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Responsibility for 
driver licensing has recently transferred from local authorities to the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA), with the introduction of the plastic card licence in January.

The system will operate through three outsourced contracts that the RSA has awarded. While 
the plastic card production facility is already in operation, the companies involved in providing 
back office processing and front-office customer interface services are currently gearing up and 
will not be fully operational until later this year. In the meantime, during the transition period, 
local authorities will continue to perform some driver licensing functions on behalf of the RSA.  

Once processed, all driver licences are recorded on the National Vehicle and Driver File, 
held by my Department.  This ensures that multiple licences will not be issued to the same in-
dividual.   

16/04/2013WRFF01500Tourism Industry Issues
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16/04/2013WRFF016001355. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures introduced to the tourism industry since the March 2011; his views on whether these 
measures have had a positive impact on the industry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15974/13]

16/04/2013WRFF01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since March 2011 
the Government has implemented a range of measures to support the tourism industry.  VAT 
has been reduced to 9% on accommodation, restaurant and other services and this lower rate of 
VAT continues in 2013.  The Visa Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging mar-
kets to add Ireland to their trip when they are visiting the UK.  The halving of employers’ PRSI 
for those on modest wages has reduced the cost of employing people.    VAT has been reduced 
to 9% on accommodation, restaurant and other services and this lower rate of VAT continues 
in 2013.  The Visa Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging markets to add Ire-
land to their trip when they are visiting the UK.  The halving of employers’ PRSI for those on 
modest wages has reduced the cost of employing people.     

More recently, the Government has confirmed that the extended Employment and Invest-
ment Incentive Scheme (EIIS) and the new Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) initiatives will 
apply to tourism accommodation.  Tourism and coach operators in particular will also benefit 
from the fuel rebate and small tourism businesses will benefit from the higher VAT threshold 
of €1.25 million. 

In 2013 the Government is also providing almost €140m through the tourism agencies to 
support the industry, to market tourism at home and abroad and to fund product development.  

The measures put in place to support tourism helped to contribute to growth of almost 8% 
in visitor numbers in 2011 and, although visitor numbers only experienced marginal growth in 
2012, figures released last month by the CSO showed that spending by visitors to Ireland in-
creased by 4.5% last year to €3.68 billion.  In addition, according to Failte Ireland, the numbers 
employed in the tourism and hospitality sectors in Ireland is now 185,000, up 5,000 on their 
previous estimate.  

 Finally, as the Deputy is aware, 2013 is the year of the Gathering and this initiative will pro-
vide further support for the industry this year as well as a legacy effect for future years.

16/04/2013WRFF01800Tourism Industry Issues

16/04/2013WRFF019001356. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to address the fact that while tourist attractions in Dublin are reporting a stronger January 
year on year, attractions outside of the capital especially those in rural areas are struggling; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16033/13]

16/04/2013WRFF02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland 
for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is not received within ten working 
days.

16/04/2013WRFF02100Tourist Accommodation

16/04/2013WRFF022001357. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that there are more than 300 castles here in a dilapidated 
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state; if he has considered implementing a restoration programme similar to the one enacted 
by the Spanish Government whereby castles and other historic building were turned into ho-
tels Paradores, with a view to boosting tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16035/13]

16/04/2013WRFF02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have no funding 
available to my Department for a programme such as that suggested by the Deputy.  I should 
also point out that both the Irish Hotels Federation (IHF) and Fáilte Ireland estimate that there is 
currently excess capacity in hotel accommodation in Ireland.    I should also point out that both 
the Irish Hotels Federation (IHF) and Fáilte Ireland estimate that there is currently excess ca-
pacity in hotel accommodation in Ireland.      

However, in relation to investment in tourism accommodation generally, including reno-
vations, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the recent provisions in the Finance Bill that 
allow accommodation providers to benefit from the extension of the Employment and Invest-
ment Incentive Scheme (EIIS) to include tourism accommodation and the confirmation of the 
eligibility of tourism accommodation to participate in Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs).

16/04/2013WRFF02400Sporting Organisations

16/04/2013WRFF025001358. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the cost of a report, Debrief from 2012 Olympic Games which was prepared for the Irish 
Sports Council by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16038/13]

16/04/2013WRFF02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Sports 
Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
promotion, development and co-ordination of sport, including the High Performance pro-
gramme.  The Council also has responsibility for initiating research concerning sport.   The 
Council also has responsibility for initiating research concerning sport.      

As the report mentioned by the Deputy was commissioned and paid for by the Irish Sports 
Council, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Council for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.   

16/04/2013WRFF02700Rural Transport Programme Funding

16/04/2013WRFF028001359. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will advise on the future of a rural transport programme (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16075/13]

16/04/2013WRFF02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): An overall budget of €9.133 million has been allocated by my Department to the Rural 
Transport Programme (RTP) for 2013, representing a small decrease on the 2012 allocation of 
€9.77 million, at a very difficult time financially.  €130,099 of the 2013 RTP budget has been 
allocated to West Cork Rural Transport (WCRT) from January to June 2013, with a further 
proposed allocation of €130,099 from July to December 2013. Additionally, €31,032.50 of Free 
Travel Pass (FTP) funding has been allocated to WCRT from January to June 2013, with a fur-
ther proposed allocation of €31,032 from July to December 2013.  This represents a total 2013 
allocation of combined RTP and FTP funding of €322,262.50 for the provision of RTP services 
in West Cork. 
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My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by maxi-
mising integration with other state transport services and by making  the programme a sustain-
able part of the public transport system.  This is in line with the Programme for Government 
commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other local transport services.  To this end 
national responsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the RTP, was 
assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012, putting 
such services in a broader transport context.  I also established the National Integrated Rural 
Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising key stakeholders and chaired by the 
NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to implementing integrated local and rural 
transport.   I am well aware of the very valuable work done by the RTP Groups in identifying 
and delivering the transport needs of their local community.  However, given  resources are 
limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, rec-
ommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 
35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and 
structures are examined and revised. 

The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings 
are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services 
will decline.   

Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural transport 
from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined is that the 
RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Transport Coordination Units be 
established.  I would emphasise that no decision has been taken regarding West Cork or any 
other part of the country, but I am hopeful that I will be in a position to recommend a new struc-
ture later this year which will allow for the maximising of spend on services and the reduction 
of administration costs.   I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP will be based 
on community input, local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its 
nature is community-based and this will remain under any new structure.

16/04/2013WRFF03000Road Projects Issues

16/04/2013WRFF031001360. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will outline the circumstances in which funding for road safety improvement works at Bunratty 
on the N18 has been withdrawn by the National Roads Authority; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16082/13]

16/04/2013WRFF03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.    

Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a matter 
in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with Section 19 of the Roads Act.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
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16/04/2013WRFF03300Road Projects Issues

16/04/2013WRFF034001361. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will publish the total estimated costs of the construction of a maintenance depot adjacent to exit 
13 on the M18; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16083/13]

16/04/2013WRFF03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.    

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/04/2013WRFF03600Road Projects Status

16/04/2013WRFF037001362. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an update on the planned start and completion date of the N11 upgrade between 
the Arklow bypass and the Rathnew-Ashford bypass; if he will confirm if the project will be 
constructed to motorway standard; if the route will be tolled; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [16090/13]

16/04/2013WRFF03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.    

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/04/2013WRFF03900Driving Test Regulations

16/04/2013WRFF040001363. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
liaise with the Road Safety Authority on the issue of the appeals process for failing a driving 
test; if he will consider an alternative appeals process to the current arrangement of a District 
Court hearing; if he will clarify if there is an appeal process open to drivers in a situation where 
they are alleged to be late for a test and are not permitted to take a test; and if the procedure of 
appealing via a District Court hearing still applies in this instance. [16106/13]

16/04/2013WRFF04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): At present I do not 
have any proposals to amend the appeals procedure in relation to driving tests.  

The current appeals process, involving a hearing in the District Court, is set out in Section 
33(5) of the Road Traffic Act 1961.  The legislation refers to an appeal following a decision 
under Section 33(4) of the Act, which in turn is a decision on granting or refusing a certificate 
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of competence after a test.  For further clarity, Section 33(5) refers to challenges as to whether 
the test was ‘properly conducted’.  I understand that in a court case last year it was established 
that this meant that the appeal goes to the manner and procedure relating to the test carried out 
but not to the actual marks incurred on test.

 It is therefore clear from the law that this procedure does not deal with cases where a person 
is not permitted to take a test, whether for lateness or any other reason.  

 The Road Safety Authority (RSA) have an informal procedure when a candidate is 10 
minutes or less late for the test, and if the driver tester believes that the test can be completed 
without inconveniencing the next candidate, the tester will use his/her discretion to bring out 
the late-arriving candidate.

 The RSA will come under the Ombudsman in May, and people wishing to object to pro-
ceedings relating to driver tests may at that point wish to raise the matter with the Ombuds-
man’s office.

16/04/2013WRFF04200Rail Services

16/04/2013WRFF043001364. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the train timetable changes for the Dublin-Sligo service effective from 20 January 2013; and 
if he will outline the criteria whereby it was decided to cut some of these services. [16125/13]

16/04/2013WRFF044001365. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
reconsider the amalgamation of the 17.00 and 19.00 train services from Sligo to Dublin as there 
is currently no train service to Dublin after 8pm in County Longford. [16126/13]

16/04/2013WRFF04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1364 and 1365  together.

The scheduling and timetabling of trains are operational matters for Iarnród Éireann in 
conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
questions to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within ten working days.

Rail Services

16/04/2013WRFF048501366. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide an up to date report on the timescale for the opening of the Kishoge train station 
for Lucan and Clondalkin, Dublin, to residents.  [16142/13]

16/04/2013WRFF049501372. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will report in detail the reasons for the delays in opening Kishogue railway station, Lucan, 
Dublin; and the revised time scale for its opening. [16312/13]

16/04/2013WRFF04975Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar)(Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1366 and 1372  together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  Matters relating to the opening of individual railway 
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stations are day-to-day operational issues for Iarnrod Eireann in the first instance and I have 
no function in such matters.  In the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), funding for Public Transport 
infrastructure projects, such as the railway station referred to by the Deputy, is provided for by 
the National Transport Authority (NTA). 

 Noting this I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days

16/04/2013WRFF05000Departmental Statistics

16/04/2013WRFF051001367. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of disabled parking permits issued for the periods 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16161/13]

16/04/2013WRFF05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Disabled parking 
permits are issued on behalf of my Department by the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland 
(DDAI) and the Irish Wheelchair Association (IWA).  Neither I nor my Department have any 
direct role in this process, and these figures are not available within the Department.  I would 
advise the Deputy to contact the DDAI and IWA directly on this matter.

16/04/2013WRFF05300Tourism Promotion

16/04/2013WRFF054001368. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will investigate the possibility of a public transport bus route for the tourist season for the scenic 
Skellig Ring drive in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16165/13]

16/04/2013WRFF05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised 
is a matter for the relevant public transport provider in conjunction with the National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

16/04/2013WRFF05600Departmental Websites

16/04/2013WRFF057001369. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 1235 of 6 November 2012, if he will now provide the details 
requested. [16289/13]

16/04/2013WRFF058001370. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to the purchase of the Ireland.com domain name from The Irish Times for €495,000 in October 
2012 by Tourism Ireland Limited which operates under the auspices of his Department, if he is 
concerned that DiscoverIreland.com is still the website most promoted by Tourism Ireland in 
traditional marketing.  [16290/13]

16/04/2013WRFF059001371. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to the purchase of the Ireland.com domain name from The Irish Times for €495,000 in Octo-
ber 2012 by Tourism Ireland Limited which operates under the auspices of his Department, if 
he is concerned that according to website rankings published by Alexa.com that Ireland.com 
is ranked 86,595 in the world in terms of global traffic while DiscoverIreland.com is ranked 
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higher at 81,470 in the world.  [16291/13]

16/04/2013WRFF06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1369 to 1371, inclusive, together. 

As I have previously stated, the decision to purchase the domain name “Ireland.com” to pro-
mote the island of Ireland overseas on the web, and an analysis of a business case in this regard 
are operational matters for Tourism Ireland Limited and its Board. I understand that the agency 
has previously written to the Deputy outlining the rationale for the purchase. 

In respect of the Deputy’s questions, it is important to note that Tourism Ireland is not a 
body that operates exclusively under my Department’s auspices. Tourism Ireland was estab-
lished under the framework of the Belfast Agreement of Good Friday 1998. It is a body that is 
jointly funded by the Irish Government and the Northern Ireland Executive, and operates under 
the auspices of the North/South Ministerial Council through the Department of Enterprise, 
Trade and Investment in Northern Ireland and my Department here.  The board is appointed by 
the North-South Ministerial Council which includes members of the Deputy’s party.  

With regard to the other specific issues raised by the Deputy, as these are again operation-
al matters, I have referred them to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 1372 answered with Question No. 1366.

16/04/2013WRGGG00250Public Transport Provision

16/04/2013WRGGG003001373. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare is entitled to continue their business operations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16316/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, is a matter for the 
National Transport Authority (NTA) under the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.  I have 
referred the details of your question to the NTA for a direct reply.  Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

 

16/04/2013WRGGG00450Bus Éireann Services

16/04/2013WRGGG005001374. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
received the report and recommendations by the National Transport Authority on public service 
obligations which was carried out in summer 2012; if he will make the recommendations of the 
National Transport Authority available to the public; if and when he intends to make decisions 
based on these recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16386/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I refer the Deputy 
to my reply to Priority Question No. 4, which I answered on 27 March 2013 and a copy of 
which follows.  The position is unchanged.
Dáil Question  No: 4  To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to supply the public transport passenger with a more diverse bus service provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
- Timmy Dooley.
For PRIORITY answer on Wednesday, 27th March, 2013.
Ref No:   15509/13 
Answered by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Leo Varadkar

REPLY
This question relates to the structure of the public service obligation bus market.  The programme for Government contains a commitment “to establish a Cabinet Sub-Committee on Infrastructure to explore the benefits to the public transport passenger of a more diverse bus service provision”.  In line with this commitment, the National Transport Authority conducted a non-statutory public consultation in the summer of 2012.  A report on the process is available on the website of the authority.  I draw the Deputy’s attention to the Competition Authority’s submission, which highlighted the positive international experience of tendering.  The National Transport Authority briefed the Cabinet sub-committee on the process in October 2012.  Public consultation submissions will be considered and taken into account by the authority when it comes forward with proposals.  If the authority proposes to enter into a further direct award contract or contracts for bus services, it is obliged to carry out a statutory consultation under section 52 of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008.  Furthermore, the legislation states that it may not enter into direct award contracts unless “it is satisfied that the continued adequacy of the public bus passenger services to which the contracts relate can only be guaranteed in the general economic interest by entering into such direct award contracts”.  Accordingly, the matter will require further examination by the National Transport Authority before any decisions are taken.  I have been advised by the authority that it is commencing a series of analytical tasks in respect of the public service obligation bus market.  This analytical work will be completed before August of this year, when the authority anticipates that statutory consultation on any new direct award contract will need to commence.
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16/04/2013WRGGG00650Driving Licence Issues

16/04/2013WRGGG007001375. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the pro-
vision that has been made regarding photo capture for the new driver licence; if he will consider 
the points made in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16530/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In January of this 
year, a centralised National Driver Licensing Service under the Road Safety Authority (RSA) 
came into effect.  The legislation to give authority over driver licensing to the RSA was passed 
in 2012.  The new licensing system involves three outsourced contracts, managed by a special-
ist unit based in RSA headquarters in Ballina.  The outsourced elements are: a card production 
facility, a front office for engaging with the customer, and a back office to process applications.  
This system will not be fully up and running until September of this year.  In the meantime, 
local authorities continue to perform front office functions on behalf of the RSA.  The Deputy 
may wish to note that, during this transition period, applicants can still provide their photos as 
before.  Once the new system is fully operational, the only option will be the digital photo taken 
at the front office network.  I understand from the RSA that when they published the Request 
for Tenders for the front office they asked tenderers to put forward a preference for scanning or 
digital capture.  All three tenderers went for digital capture, as it is the most effective, secure 
and efficient process.  The operation of the tender processes was a matter for the RSA, and I had 
no involvement in it.  The contractors for the front office, and the back office and card producer, 
have already been procured.

16/04/2013WRGGG00850Sports Capital Programme Applications

16/04/2013WRGGG009001376. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding support from his Department for amateur boxing clubs in relation to access to 
training facilities and other supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16585/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): The primary vehicle for the funding of sports clubs is the Sports Capital Programme.  
The last round of the programme was launched on 28 March 2012 with the deadline for ap-
plications being the 11 May for paper based hard copy applications and 1 June for applications 
made online.  The Department received 2,170 applications for funding under the 2012 Sports 
Capital Programme.

It was open to all sporting organisations including boxing clubs to make an application un-
der this programme.  My Department received 55 applications for funding from boxing clubs 
around the country of which 24 were allocated funding.

In 2009 and 2010 my Department provided total funding of €1m to the Irish Amateur Box-
ing Association to bulk buy equipment for distribution amongst their member clubs.  In addition 
to this there was an allocation of €1.25m made to the IABA in 2011 to allow local boxing clubs 
throughout the country to improve their premises with special emphasis being made for clubs 
wishing to introduce facilities for female boxers.  The maximum amount allocated to each of 
the boxing clubs was €25,000.  This scheme was funded by my Department and administered 
by the IABA.  Under this initiative 51 boxing clubs were in a position to improve their facilities.  
Last week I announced an additional provision of €1m for the extension of the above scheme 
and my officials will meet with the IABA to finalise the terms and conditions attaching to this 
allocation.
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16/04/2013WRGGG01050Road Traffic Regulation

16/04/2013WRGGG011001377. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
is any road traffic regulation that requires that all telecommunications cables and electric cables 
are at least 22ft, 7metres, over road height; if there is, the body that has responsibility for the 
enforcement of this regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16627/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While Chapter 6 
of my Department’s Traffic Signs Manual (2010) provides that a Road Authority shall, when 
giving consideration to providing warning signs under section 95 of the Road Traffic Act 1961, 
consult with the owner of the electrical cables concerned in order to agree the safe height to be 
displayed on such warning signs, road traffic legislation does not provide for minimum over 
road clearance height of the cables concerned.

16/04/2013WRGGG01250Taxi Regulations

16/04/2013WRGGG013001378. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of taxi drivers that are registered in the Dublin 18 area. [16730/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG014001379. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of taxi rank spaces that are provided in the Dublin 18 area.  [16731/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1378 and 1379 together.

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including maintaining 
statistical information on taxis, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under 
the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.  I have referred your question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

Regarding the provision of rank spaces, under section 84 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, 
inserted by section 15 of the Road Traffic Act, 2002, the function of allocating road kerb space 
to taxi ranks is a reserved function of the elected members of the relevant local authorities in 
consultation with the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána.  Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown Coun-
ty Council is the authority with responsibility for this matter for Dublin 18.

16/04/2013WRGGG01550Rail Network

16/04/2013WRGGG016001380. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider the re-opening of the Killucan and Multyfarnham stations on the Dublin-to-Sligo 
rail line, as studies have shown that hundreds of people would access these stations if they were 
up and running; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16739/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The re-opening of 
railway stations is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance, and therefore I have for-
warded your Question to the CEO of Iarnród Éireann for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy 
to contact my Office if a reply has not been received within ten days.  For the Deputy’s informa-
tion, funding for the re-opening of Killucan and Multyfarnham stations has not been included 
in the transport allocation under the  “Infrastructure and Capital Investment 2012-16: Medium 
Term Exchequer Framework  “ and therefore there  are no Exchequer funds available for these 
projects to 2016.
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16/04/2013WRGGG01750Air Fares

16/04/2013WRGGG018001381. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
discussions he has had with airline companies on reducing fares to attract additional visitors to 
Ireland for The Gathering 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16741/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The air transport 
market into and out of Ireland is a highly liberalised and competitive market.  I have no role in 
relation to the setting of air fares by airlines.  However, my Department and its agencies encour-
age and promote the establishment of new routes and increases in capacity on existing routes.  
Tourism Ireland’s ongoing investment in cooperative marketing activity with airlines has con-
tributed to a 26% increase in capacity on US-Ireland routes for 2013, linked to both general 
traffic demand and the expected increased traffic linked to the Gathering.

Furthermore additional connectivity to and from Ireland has been achieved through Emir-
ates’ and Etihad’s services from Dubai and Abu Dhabi respectively, which provide greater ease 
of access to Ireland from Australia as well as the emerging tourism markets in the Middle East 
and Asia.  These long-haul markets are particularly important for Irish tourism as tourists from 
these destinations tend to stay longer and spend more. In addition to this, Irish airports offer 
discounted charges to airlines providing new routes.  

Tourism Ireland continues to invest in cooperative marketing activity with airlines and ne-
gotiations are ongoing with a number of carriers for additional capacity linked both to general 
traffic demand and the increased traffic expected over the course of The Gathering Ireland 2013.

16/04/2013WRGGG01950Road Projects Issues

16/04/2013WRGGG020001382. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there has been a reduction in personnel as a result of the reduced number of strategic projects 
being undertaken by the National Roads Authority; the cost savings that have been achieved as 
a result of this reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16778/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall corporate governance of the Na-
tional Roads Authority (NRA). However, the remuneration of staff in the Authority is a day to 
day matter for the NRA.  Noting this position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working 
days.

16/04/2013WRGGG02150Road Traffic Legislation

16/04/2013WRGGG022001383. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will reject any proposal from the Road Safety Authority to stop persons from selling veg-
etables on the roadsides; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16852/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I would direct the 
Deputy’s attention to the provisions of Section 71 of the Roads Act 1993, as amended, which 
sets out the statutory position in relation to the sale of goods on a public road.

16/04/2013WRGGG02350The Gathering Events
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16/04/2013WRGGG024001384. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update on The Gathering events organised in a county (details supplied); the amount 
of funding given to events in this county; if he will give details of tourism statistics for the coun-
ty to date in 2013 compared to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16867/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

16/04/2013WRGGG02550International Summits

16/04/2013WRGGG026001385. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
and his Department have been liaising with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office re-
garding the upcoming G8 Summit taking place in June 2013 in County Fermanagh in Northern 
Ireland; if they have requested any assistance or help with the event taking place; if any actions 
by his Department will be taken as a result of the summit occurring in Northern Ireland; if 
there are any costs involved with any operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16948/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has not had any communication with the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding 
the upcoming G8 Summit.

16/04/2013WRGGG02750Fáilte Ireland Funding

16/04/2013WRGGG028001386. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if, in view of the importance of The Gathering, his Department, either directly or indirectly 
through State agencies involved, has expressed concerns regarding the Cork film festival on the 
way this may affect State support for the festival; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16976/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand that 
the primary funding source for this event is the Arts Council and the position in relation to this 
funding has been set out by my colleague the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
in response to PQ 16977/13.  In relation to tourism, the provision of funding for festivals and 
events is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Therefore I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply on this aspect.  Please contact my private office if a reply 
is not received within ten working days.

16/04/2013WRGGG02950Penalty Point System

16/04/2013WRGGG030001387. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the upcoming Road Traffic Bill 2013 will include provisions for two penalty points in respect of 
learners driving unaccompanied, two penalty points for learner drivers driving without L plates, 
the testing of the unconscious driver involved in an injury related crash, and a new offence of 
using or handling the keypad of a hands free mobile for the purpose of texting or accessing in-
formation while driving; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16984/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The General 
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Scheme of the forthcoming Road Traffic Bill, as approved by the Government for formal draft-
ing, is available on my Department’s website, where the Deputy will find details of all the pro-
posed measures.  The Bill is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
to the Government and, subject to any additional legal advice being required, is expected to be 
published shortly.

16/04/2013WRGGG03150National Car Test

16/04/2013WRGGG032001388. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he was last briefed on the operation of the national car test, NCT, system; if he will in-
dicate the current waiting time for a motorist for an NCT at each of the testing centres; if he is 
satisfied with the length of time it takes to get a NCT appointment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16985/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The General 
Scheme of the forthcoming Road Traffic Bill, as approved by the Government for formal draft-
ing, is available on my Department’s website, where the Deputy will find details of all the pro-
posed measures.  The Bill is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
to the Government and, subject to any additional legal advice being required, is expected to be 
published shortly.

16/04/2013WRGGG03350Marine Gallantry Award

16/04/2013WRGGG034001389. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
there is any official awards ceremony whereby members of the public can nominate persons or 
organisations under his Department, for example the Irish Coastguard, for an act of exceptional 
courage performed in the course of their duties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17058/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A marine awards 
committee under the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport provides for the granting of 
Marine Gallantry or Meritorious Service Awards.  Details can be found on the Department’s 
web site at  http://www.dttas.ie/viewitem.asp?id=13339&lang=ENG&loc=2073.  It is open to 
any individual, agency, organisation or service to make submissions and recommendations for 
marine awards.

A Marine Gallantry award may be considered in respect of any person undertaking, or as-
sisting in, a marine emergency incident:

- within the State and its emergency response responsibility zones;

- to or on an Irish vessel anywhere in the world;

- by a declared Coast Guard resource anywhere in the world; and

- any Irish person undertaking or assisting in a marine emergency response anywhere in the 
world.

Any person who has given meritorious service to the Irish State in the execution of its ma-
rine emergency management remit or any Irish person who has given meritorious service to the 
cause of search and rescue or marine emergency management anywhere in the world can be 
nominated for a Meritorious Award.
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16/04/2013WRGGG03550Driving Licence Issues

16/04/2013WRGGG036001390. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
is an EU Directive which states that a code should be used on the new driving licences rather 
than symbol to indicate that a person wishes to be an organ donor; the reason for such a direc-
tive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17084/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The EU Direc-
tives relating to the format of the new driver licence are Directive 2006/126/EC and Directive 
2011/94/EU.  Neither makes any reference to organ donation.  

One of the main purposes of the new EU licence is to provide harmonisation in the level 
of information in all Member States.  The EU Directives provide for a series of number codes 
that Member States may include on the new licence format for various forms of information.  
Member States have the option of including additional information besides that required by the 
Directives.  The use of number codes is a standard form of conveying information under the 
Directives, with codes from 100 upwards available to be used for such optional addition infor-
mation as individual member states choose to require.  Ireland has chosen to make an indication 
of willingness to be an organ donor available as an option, and this is therefore indicated by a 
number code.  This replaces the option on the old paper licence, which had a box in which a 
licence holder could write indicating if they wished to be an organ donor.

16/04/2013WRGGG03750Tourism Projects Funding

16/04/2013WRGGG038001391. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 91 of 7 April 2011, if he will support the development of the Irish 
cultural-GAA museum in Fitzgerald stadium, Killarney, County Kerry; if he acknowledges 
the potential this multi-million euro project has for tourism in the county; if he will ask Fáilte 
Ireland to support and provide funding for this project at an early date in 2013, as per reply 
from Fáilte Ireland dated 23 November 2012; if he acknowledges the potential of this project 
to be one of Ireland’s greatest tourist attractions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17088/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As indicated to the 
Deputy in response to his earlier questions on this topic, the matter concerned is an operational 
matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I am advised that the Deputy has also contacted Fáilte Ireland directly 
in recent days on this matter, and I expect that he will receive an update from Fáilte Ireland on 
the matter shortly.

16/04/2013WRGGG03950Search and Rescue Service

16/04/2013WRGGG040001392. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding the contract for search and rescue Sikorsky helicopter services signed by the 
previous Government; his views on whether that the contract represents value for money; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17169/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The current He-
licopter Search and Rescue (SAR) Services contract, which came into operation on the 1 July 
2012, will run for 10 years to end June 2022, with a maximum extension date at the Minis-
ter’s discretion to June 2025 for all or any of the bases.  The contract was signed in July 2010 
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and the agreed financial arrangements provide for monthly standing charges, flight charges and 
ancillary charges for five helicopters based at four locations.  The monthly standing and flight 
charges are subject to an annual adjustment linked to indices as advised by  the Central Statis-
tics Office.  The contract was signed in July 2010 and the agreed financial arrangements provide 
for monthly standing charges, flight charges and ancillary charges for five helicopters based at 
four locations.  The monthly standing and flight charges are subject to an annual adjustment 
linked to indices as advised by  the Central Statistics Office.

Prior to the tender procedure for this contract a report by the Future Helicopter Study Group 
established the helicopter SAR requirements, and Request for Tender documents were drawn 
up and issued based on these requirements.  The current contract represents a competitive price 
for a highly professional and reliable life saving service. It represents a stepped improvement 
in the capacity, range, speed and capability of Ireland’s SAR service and enhanced support for 
the national ambulance service.  The new helicopters being deployed allow for staying on scene 
longer, searching using improved radar, night lighting and infra-red and have the ability to fly 
in cloud and reduced visibility.  They have better hover performance, a sophisticated mission 
planning and tracking systems and the crew have better medical qualifications.  All of this rep-
resents a significant enhancement on the previous helicopter SAR arrangements.

16/04/2013WRGGG04150Road Projects Status

16/04/2013WRGGG042001393. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when will 
the N2-N3 link road will be opened to vehicular traffic; the final cost projected for this road; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17218/13]

16/04/2013WRGGG04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The N2-N3 Link 
Road is due to open at the end of May and the projected final cost is approximately €23 million.  
My Department’s contribution to the project is €6 million.

16/04/2013WRHHH00150Rural Transport Programme Funding

16/04/2013WRHHH002001394. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for continued funding for the rural transport scheme; if he has any plans to withdraw the fund-
ing or change the scheme in anyway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17319/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH00300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): An overall budget of €9.133 million has been allocated by my Department to the Rural 
Transport Programme (RTP) for 2013, representing a small decrease on the 2012 allocation of 
€9.77 million, at a very difficult time financially.  My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring 
a more efficient delivery structure by maximising integration with other state transport services 
and by making  the programme a sustainable part of the public transport system.  This is in line 
with the Programme for Government commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other 
local transport services.  To this end national responsibility for local and rural transport services 
integration, including the RTP, was assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with 
effect from 1st   April 2012, putting such services in a broader transport context.  I also estab-
lished the National Integrated Rural Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising 
key stakeholders and chaired by the NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to 
implementing integrated local and rural transport.   I am well aware of the very valuable work 
done by the RTP Groups in identifying and delivering the transport needs of their local commu-
nity.  However, given  resources are limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of 
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the RTP, published last year, recommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies 
and the better alignment of the 35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the cur-
rent delivery mechanisms and structures are examined and revised.

 The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings 
are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services 
will decline.   Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural 
transport from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined is 
that the RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Transport Coordination 
Units be established.  I would emphasise that no decision has been taken, but I am hopeful that 
I will be in a position to recommend a new structure later this year which will allow for the 
maximising of spend on services and the reduction of administration costs.

I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP will be based on community input, 
local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its nature is community-
based and this will remain under any new structure.  While I can understand and fully appreci-
ate that this restructuring creates a level of uncertainty for RTP groups, I am hopeful that the 
outcome will be a better service delivered more efficiently. I will be working with all involved 
over the coming months to make any transition as smooth as possible.

16/04/2013WRHHH00350Sports Capital Programme Applications

16/04/2013WRHHH004001395. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding financial support in respect of a club (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [17349/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH005001408. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide financial support to a club (details supplied) in Dublin 5; when funding will be ac-
cessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17690/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1395 and 1408 together.

The allocations under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme were announced last Decem-
ber.  No application was received from the club referred to by the Deputy.

It may be possible for the club to raise funds via the ‘Tax Relief for Donations to Certain 
Sports Bodies’ scheme (section 847A of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997).  This is a Revenue 
operated scheme which offers tax benefits to individuals or companies who make donations to 
the club.  Further details on this scheme and how it operates can be found on the Revenue Com-
missioners website.  No decision has been made on the timing of the next round of the Sports 
Capital Programme.

16/04/2013WRHHH00650Driving Tests

16/04/2013WRHHH007001396. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
Road Safety Authority will provide an alternatively formated driver theory test for persons 
who are computer or touch screen illiterate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17374/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The driver theory 
test is operated by Prometric on behalf of the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  I understand that 
the interface is very simple, and that candidates are allowed a practice session before beginning 
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the test.  However, candidates for the test can contact Prometric in advance if they have any 
special needs to be catered for.  Prometric also offer the services of a reader/recorder and extra 
time to sit the driver theory test where medical evidence is provided to show that the person 
would require these facilities.  I am satisfied that the test as currently provided is sufficiently 
accessible to all, and that adequate measures are in place to support people who may be unfa-
miliar with the format.

16/04/2013WRHHH00850Sporting Events

16/04/2013WRHHH009001397. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding preparations for the part staging of the Giro d’Italia; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17375/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Fáilte Ire-
land for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

16/04/2013WRHHH01050Sporting Events

16/04/2013WRHHH011001398. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding his efforts to assist a bid for Ireland to host the 2023 or 2027 rugby world 
cup; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17376/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am fully support-
ive of the bid to host the Rugby World Cup in Ireland.  It is a matter for the IRFU to prepare 
and submit a bid.  A feasibility study commissioned by the IRFU on the potential for hosting 
the tournament was recently presented to me by them and the findings of the report are being 
considered.

The support of other sporting organisations would be an important element in the bid pro-
cess and I am pleased to note that on 23 March delegates at the GAA Congress approved a mo-
tion which would allow the inclusion of Croke Park and other GAA grounds in the list of venues 
that would be used for matches if Ireland was selected as the host country for the tournament.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that event tourism will be priori-
tised in order to continue to bring major events to Ireland. As well as bringing spectators to our 
shores, the hosting of sports events can provide a great showcase for Ireland.  Fáilte Ireland 
continues to support the holding of sports and other events that can boost tourism and, where 
appropriate, will provide advice and assistance to the sporting body which is seeking to secure 
an international event.  I understand that Fáilte Ireland has engaged with the IRFU in this re-
gard.  The bid has also been discussed with the Northern Ireland Minister for Tourism, Arlene 
Foster MLA, and Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure, Carál Ní Chuilín MLA.  They have 
met with the IRFU and  have also indicated their support for a bid.

16/04/2013WRHHH01250Rural Transport Services Provision

16/04/2013WRHHH013001399. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the value of the rural transport scheme in rural communities (details supplied); if he will con-
sider extending the service where possible to further increase routes and link in with main bus 
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routes and main rail network services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17378/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly):  An overall budget of €9.133 million has been allocated by the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport to the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) for 2013, representing a small de-
crease on the 2012 allocation of €9.77 million, at a very difficult time financially.  €78,670 of 
the 2013 RTP budget has been allocated to the Louth Leader Partnership from January to June 
2013, with a further proposed allocation of €78,670 from July to December 2013. €156,964 of 
the 2013 RTP budget has been allocated to Meath Accessible Transport Limited (Flexibus) from 
January to June 2013, with a further proposed allocation of €156,964 from July to December 
2013.  This represents a total 2013 allocation of RTP funding of €471,268 for the provision of 
RTP services in the Louth and Meath areas.

My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by maxi-
mising integration with other state transport services and by making  the programme a sustain-
able part of the public transport system.  This is in line with the Programme for Government 
commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other local transport services.  To this end 
national responsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the RTP, was 
assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012, putting 
such services in a broader transport context.  I established the National Integrated Rural Trans-
port (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising key stakeholders , including RTP groups, 
and chaired by the NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to implementing inte-
grated local and rural transport.

I am well aware of the very valuable work done by the RTP Groups, such as Flexibus, in 
identifying and delivering the transport needs of their local community.  I met with Flexibus 
when I launched their Smartphone Application last October.  However, given  resources are 
limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, rec-
ommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 
35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and 
structures are examined and revised.

The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings 
are to be achieved.  If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services 
will decline.  

Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural transport 
from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined is that the 
RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Transport Coordination Units be 
established.  It must be emphasised that no decision has been taken regarding Counties Louth, 
Meath, or any other part of the country, but I am hopeful that I will be in a position to recom-
mend a new structure later this year which will allow for the maximising of spend on services 
and the reduction of administration costs.  It is my intention that any future structure for the RTP 
will be based on community input, local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural 
Transport by its nature is community-based and this will remain under any new structure.

16/04/2013WRHHH01450National Cycle Network

16/04/2013WRHHH015001400. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for developing greenways and safe cycling routes nationwide; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17379/13]
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16/04/2013WRHHH016001410. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent availability of funding for the development of cycling and walking trails here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17692/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1400 and 1410 together.

My Department is currently administering a multi annual funding programme related to the 
development of the National Cycle Network (NCN) to cover the period 2012 to 2016.  Sig-
nificant investment has already been made in 2012 and 2013 with €7 million allocated to 18 
projects across Ireland.  As this phase of the programme will expire at the end of 2013, it is my 
intention to initiate a new funding call later this year to provide, through competitive process, 
a further tranche of funding for the remainder of the years to 2016.  This funding, which is 
provided to local authorities, will help to deliver cycleways in keeping with the objectives of 
the National Cycle Policy Framework.  Through this programme, my Department is supporting 
local authority cycle projects that have considerable merit from the perspective of generating 
recreational, tourism and economic activity as well as potential for achieving modal shift.  In 
addition, I have established a seed funding scheme this year, which is designed to assist au-
thorities who do not have the resources to develop proposals for projects of such merit.  Again, 
priority for this funding will be given to routes that would significantly enhance cycling infra-
structure in a particular area and would also attract recreational and tourism demand as well 
as generating significant benefits to the local economy.  My officials are currently considering 
applications from local authorities.

I should also mention that significant funding has been made available for the development 
of cycling infrastructure and walking trails by agencies under this Department.  The National 
Transport Authority manage managing funding programmes which includes the development 
of cycling infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area and in the regional cities.  Similarly, in 
the context of tourism, the funding of walking and cycling routes for the purpose of tourism 
development is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Therefore, I have referred the specific 
question of funding availability to Fáilte Ireland and the National Transport Authority for direct 
reply to the Deputy.  Please contact my private office if a reply has not been received within ten 
working days.

16/04/2013WRHHH01750Rural Transport Programme Issues

16/04/2013WRHHH018001401. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the rural transport scheme review; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17431/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by 
maximising integration with other state transport services and by making  the programme a 
sustainable part of the public transport system.  This is in line with the Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other local transport services.  To 
this end national responsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the 
RTP, was assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st April 2012, 
putting such services in a broader transport context.  I also established the National Integrated 
Rural Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising key stakeholders and chaired by 
the NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to implementing integrated local and 
rural transport.
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 I am well aware of the very valuable work done by the RTP Groups in identifying and deliv-
ering the transport needs of their local community.  However, given  resources are limited and 
that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, recommended or-
ganisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 35 RTP groups 
with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and structures are 
examined and revised.  The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required effi-
ciencies and savings are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources 
available services will decline.   Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the 
delivery of rural transport from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals be-
ing examined is that the RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Transport 
Coordination Units be established.  I would emphasise that no decision has been taken, but I am 
hopeful that I will be in a position to recommend a new structure later this year which will allow 
for the maximising of spend on services and the reduction of administration costs.

I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP will be based on community input, 
local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its nature is community-
based and this will remain under any new structure.  While I can understand and fully appreci-
ate that this restructuring creates a level of uncertainty for RTP groups, I am hopeful that the 
outcome will be a better service delivered more efficiently. I will be working with all involved 
over the coming months to make any transition as smooth as possible.

  

16/04/2013WRHHH01950Rural Transport Programme Issues

16/04/2013WRHHH020001402. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
changes being made to the rural transport programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17482/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): An overall budget of €9.133 million has been allocated by my Department to the Rural 
Transport Programme (RTP) for 2013, representing a small decrease on the 2012 allocation of 
€9.77 million, at a very difficult time financially.  My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring 
a more efficient delivery structure by maximising integration with other state transport services 
and by making  the programme a sustainable part of the public transport system.  This is in line 
with the Programme for Government commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other 
local transport services.  To this end national responsibility for local and rural transport services 
integration, including the RTP, was assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with 
effect from 1st   April 2012, putting such services in a broader transport context.  I also estab-
lished the National Integrated Rural Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising 
key stakeholders and chaired by the NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to 
implementing integrated local and rural transport.   I am well aware of the very valuable work 
done by the RTP Groups in identifying and delivering the transport needs of their local commu-
nity.  However, given  resources are limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of 
the RTP, published last year, recommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies 
and the better alignment of the 35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the cur-
rent delivery mechanisms and structures are examined and revised.

 The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings 
are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services 
will decline.   Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural 
transport from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined is 
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that the RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Transport Coordination 
Units be established.  I would emphasise that no decision has been taken, but I am hopeful that 
I will be in a position to recommend a new structure later this year which will allow for the 
maximising of spend on services and the reduction of administration costs.

I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP will be based on community input, 
local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its nature is community-
based and this will remain under any new structure.  While I can understand and fully appreci-
ate that this restructuring creates a level of uncertainty for RTP groups, I am hopeful that the 
outcome will be a better service delivered more efficiently. I will be working with all involved 
over the coming months to make any transition as smooth as possible.

16/04/2013WRHHH02150Rural Transport Services Provision

16/04/2013WRHHH022001403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which rural transport in County Kildare is likely to be affected by budgetary or admin-
istrative changes in the future; whether cognisance is taken of the successful quality of the ser-
vice currently available in areas suffering from a lack of any mode of transport and social isola-
tion; if his attention has been drawn to the dangers of the centralisation of such services having 
regard to other experiences; if some indication might be given to future prospects by way of 
multi annual planning/funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17604/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): An overall budget of €9.133 million has been allocated by my Department to the Rural 
Transport Programme (RTP) for 2013, representing a small decrease on the 2012 allocation of 
€9.77 million, at a very difficult time financially.  €161,672 of the 2013 RTP budget has been al-
located to South Kildare Community Transport Limited from January to June 2013, with a fur-
ther proposed allocation of €161,672 from July to December 2013. €143,854 of the 2013 RTP 
budget has been allocated to Offaly & Kildare Community Transport Limited from January to 
June 2013, with a further proposed allocation of €143,854 from July to December 2013.  This 
represents a total 2013 allocation of RTP funding of €611,052 for the provision of RTP services 
in the County Kildare area.

My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by maxi-
mising integration with other state transport services and by making  the programme a sustain-
able part of the public transport system. This is in line with the Programme for Government 
commitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other local transport services.  To this end 
national responsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the RTP, was 
assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1st   April 2012, putting 
such services in a broader transport context.  I also established the National Integrated Rural 
Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising key stakeholders and chaired by the 
NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to implementing integrated local and rural 
transport.   I am well aware of the very valuable work done by the RTP Groups in identifying 
and delivering the transport needs of their local community.  However, given  resources are 
limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, rec-
ommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 
35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and 
structures are examined and revised.

The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings 
are to be achieved.  If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services 
will decline.   Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural 
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transport from an efficiency and service perspective.  One of the proposals being examined is 
that the RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Transport Coordination 
Units be established.

I would emphasise that no decision has been taken regarding the County Kildare area or any 
other part of the country, but I am hopeful that I will be in a position to recommend a new struc-
ture later this year which will allow for the maximising of spend on services and the reduction 
of administration costs.   I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP will be based 
on community input, local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its 
nature is community-based and this will remain under any new structure.

16/04/2013WRHHH02350Legislative Implementation

16/04/2013WRHHH024001404. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he has raised the implementation of section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 with the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17635/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have had discus-
sions with my colleague, Minister for Justice and Equality, Alan Shatter, T.D., concerning the 
implementation of section 22 of the Road Traffic Act 2002, as amended by section 63 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2010.  Officials in my Department continue to engage with their counterparts 
in the Department of Justice and Equality regarding the implementation of the provisions in 
the Courts. A formal Operational Working Group, comprising representatives of relevant stake-
holders, including the Courts Service, is currently being established which will discuss and 
deal with issues arising from road traffic legislation, including any difficulties regarding the 
implementation of section 22.

16/04/2013WRHHH02550Breath Testing Equipment

16/04/2013WRHHH026001405. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in relation to 
the intoxilyzer 6000 breath testing equipment, the regularity with which this equipment is tested 
and maintained; and the number of instances in the past five years that maintenance and testing 
has been carried out because of specific requests to that effect from a particular Garda station or 
court of law as distinct from normal testing and maintenance.  [17687/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH027001406. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in relation to 
the intoxilyzer 6000 breath testing equipment, the nature of the faults reported-found with the 
equipment as detected over the past five years.  [17688/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH028001407. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in relation 
to the intoxilyzer 6000 breath testing equipment, if equipment was faulty would a trained Garda 
operator be able to detect this; and the way in which such a fault becomes apparent to the Garda 
operator who is not trained in maintenance and testing. [17689/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1405 to 1407, inclusive, together.

The Medical Bureau of Road Safety, which comes under the aegis of my Department, has 
responsibility for the testing, approval and supply of Evidential Breath Testing instruments 
used in Garda Stations.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s Questions to the Bureau for 
direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if she has not received a reply within 
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ten days.

  Question No. 1408 answered with Question No. 1395.

16/04/2013WRHHH03050Rail Network

16/04/2013WRHHH031001409. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if CIÉ 
has any objections to citizens walking on disused railway lines; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17691/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for CIÉ and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 1410 answered with Question No. 1400.

16/04/2013WRHHH03350National Cycle Network

16/04/2013WRHHH034001411. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
availability of funding for the further development of a trail (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17693/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): My Department is currently administering a multi annual funding programme related to 
the development of the National Cycle Network (NCN) to cover the period 2012 to 2016.  Sig-
nificant investment has already been made in 2012 and 2013 with €7 million allocated to proj-
ects across Ireland.    This funding, which is provided to local authorities, will help to deliver cy-
cleways in keeping with the objectives of the National Cycle Policy Framework.  Under the first 
phase of the funding programme, Limerick County Council was provided €290,000 in 2012 to-
wards the cost of delivering part of the Great Southern Trail from Abbeyfeale to Kilmorna.  As 
this phase of the programme will expire at the end of 2013, it is my intention to initiate a new 
funding call later this year to provide, through competitive process, a further tranche of fund-
ing for the remainder of the years to 2016.  Developing further and completing the cycleway 
route in question is now principally a matter for Kerry County Council.  Any plans to develop 
the remaining part of the route progressed by  Kerry County Council could be submitted to the 
Department under the next phase of the NCN funding programme, once initiated, although it 
should be noted that requests for funding are likely to significantly exceed the funds available 
and it is possible that only a small proportion of the projects seeking funding will be supported.

16/04/2013WRHHH03550National Cycle Network

16/04/2013WRHHH036001412. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
availability of funding for the further development a walkway (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17694/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Kerry County Council was provided with funding of €200,000 in 2012 towards the 
cost of delivering a cycleway from Tralee to Fenit.  My Department is currently administering 
a multi annual funding programme related to the development of the National Cycle Network 
(NCN) to cover the period 2012 to 2016.  Significant investment has already been made in 2012 



Questions - Written Answers

582

and 2013 with €7 million allocated to projects across Ireland.  This funding, which is provided 
to local authorities, will help to deliver cycleways in keeping with the objectives of the National 
Cycle Policy Framework.  As this phase of the programme will expire at the end of 2013, it 
is my intention to initiate a new funding call later this year to provide, through competitive 
process,  a further tranche of funding for the remainder of the years to 2016.  Responsibility 
for completing the cycleway is a matter for Kerry County Council.  If funding beyond own re-
sources is required, then the local authority has the option to progress and submit a proposal to 
the Department under the next phase, once initiated, of the NCN Funding Programme.

16/04/2013WRHHH03750Public Transport Provision

16/04/2013WRHHH038001413. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that a registered blind citizen (details supplied) from County 
Derry who is in possession of a registered blind smartpass was refused free travel on a CIE 
cross-Border bus service from Donegal town to Derry (details supplied); if there has been a 
change in terms and conditions of use of such a pass in this State; if he will address the concerns 
of the particular individual; if he will ensure that disabled citizens are not excluded from travel-
ling cross border; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17697/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.  The 
person concerned was also in touch with my Department on 4th April last and a reply issued to 
him the following day advising that the issue was a matter for Bus Éireann and had been passed 
to the company for its attention.

16/04/2013WRHHH03950Taxi Regulations

16/04/2013WRHHH040001414. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the taxi industry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17715/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the 
National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation 
Act, 2009.  I have referred the details of your question to the NTA for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

16/04/2013WRHHH04150Tourism Promotion

16/04/2013WRHHH042001415. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider a scheme providing cash rewards or other incentives to private persons which 
would attract visitors to holiday here; his views on whether such a scheme would help grow 
overseas visitor numbers and the associated revenue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16993/13]

16/04/2013WRHHH04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The promotion of 
Ireland as a tourism destination, including specific marketing drives and incentives to attract 
visitors, is an operational matter for the tourism agencies.  Fáilte Ireland is responsible for tour-



16 April 2013

583

ism development generally, including development of tourism facilities and services, establish-
ment and maintenance of accommodation registers, enterprise supports, training, research and 
planning and development and marketing of tourism facilities and services in the State.  Tour-
ism Ireland is responsible for the overseas promotion of the island of Ireland as a tourist desti-
nation.  Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to both Fáilte Ireland and Tourism 
Ireland for further information and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

I think, however, to be effective the scheme would have to be able to distinguish tourist who 
would have come anyway from tourists who would not have come to Ireland had the reward 
scheme not been in place in order to avoid deadweight costs.  I think this would be difficult to 
the establish and more funding for festivals, events and conferences might be a better way to 
achieve the same outcome without having to give any individuals a cash reward.
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