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       Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

       Questions Nos. 9 to 100, inclusive, resubmitted.

 Question No. 101 lapsed.

 Questions Nos. 102 to 109, inclusive, answered orally.

26/03/2013WRB00200Rural Development Programme

26/03/2013WRB00300110. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of money spent broken down between EU funding and national funding under each 
heading of the current 2007-2013 rural development plan; the allocation for the programme 
under each heading; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14657/13]

26/03/2013WRB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
Rural Development Programme 2007 - 2013 [RDP] close on €4.8Bn, including national exche-
quer top up of €516 million, is allocated at programme level. This amount includes an alloca-
tion of EAFRD funding of €2.94Bn. Since the launch of the RDP expenditure under the pro-
gramme up to the end 2012 amounted to €3.74bn. This represents close on 77.6% of the total 
value of the Programme and 83% of the EAFRD amount.  Axes 1 and 2 of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme are administered by my Department while Axes 3 and 4 are delivered by the 
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. Details of the allocation 
and expenditure per measure under the RDP up to the end of 2012 are set out in the table below. 
This table does not include funds already committed but not as yet claimed.

The programme, like all national spending, is subject to ongoing budgetary constraints but 
is configured to maximise all available EU funding. Ireland’s draw down rate under the Pro-
gramme has been among the highest of EU Member States over the lifetime of the current 
Programme.

Spending under a number of measures may continue until the end of 2015 and this will pro-
vide considerable scope to allow all measures to spend up to their full allocation. Adjustments 
have already been made to the RDP financial plan and will continue to be made to the end of 
the Programme in order to achieve the fullest possible draw down of available funds.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Axis / Measure Total RDP 
Allocation€m

EAFRD and 
Exchequer Ex-
penditure2007 
–2012€m

Of which EA-
FRD spend

Of which Ex-
chequer spend

AXIS 1 – Com-
petitiveness
Vocational train-
ing (REPS)

5,675,440 7,133,733 4,040,626 3,093,107

Installation Aid 12,261,081 12,892,430 6,504,938 6,387,492
Early Retire-
ment

219,188,239 212,653,617 112,687,662 99,965,955

Farm Moderni-
sation

154,570,446 78,194,859 45,671,306 32,523,553

TOTAL AXIS 1 391,695,206 310,874,639 168,904,532 141,970,107
Axis 2 – En-
vironment and 
land manage-
ment
Less Favoured 
Areas

1,617,984,198 1,288,821,995 708,852,098 579,969,897

Natura 2000 528,582,998 84,365,076 47,134,930 37,230,146
Agri-environ-
ment

1,922,493,570 1,898,093,784 1,057,028,093 841,065,691

TOTAL AXIS 2 4,069,060,766 3,271,280,855 1,813,015,121 1,458,265,734
Axis 3
Broadband 17,884,000 0 0 0
TOTAL AXIS 3 17,884,000 0 0 0
Axis 4
Competitiveness 
– Food Projects.

5,000,000 0 0 0

Implementing 
Local Develop-
ment Strategies 
– Quality of 
Life

265,470,511 110,674,473 72,544,133 38,130,340

Co-operation 
Projects

7,878,000 1,902,011 1,316,225 585,786

Running of 
LAGS

62,464,000 49,506,681 31,197,141 18,309,540

TOTAL AXIS 4 340,812,511 162,083,165 105,057,499 57,025,666
Axis 5 – Techni-
cal Assistance
Technical As-
sistance

6,000,000 1,441,575 720,788 720,788

OVERALL 
RDP

4,825,452,483 3,745,680,234 2,087,697,940 1,657,982,294
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26/03/2013WRB00500Food Labelling

26/03/2013WRB00600111. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that food processors and traders are obliged in future to report the results of tests 
that they conduct themselves and which indicate irregularities or contamination. [14996/13]

26/03/2013WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) under the aegis the Minister for Health has overall responsi-
bility for the enforcement of food safety in Ireland.  It carries out this remit through service con-
tracts with my Department and other agencies including the Health Service Executive (HSE), 
Local Authority Veterinary Service and the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority.

All food business operators are already obliged to report any information that indicates the 
food they have placed on the market may be injurious to human health. This obligation stems 
from EU food law (Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, the general food law). This regulation is 
given effect in Ireland by SI No 432 of 2009 (for farmers and for processors of animal-origin 
foods) and by SI No 747/2007 (for retailers and for processors of non-animal origin food). Sig-
nificant penalties are set for breaches of this legal requirement.

Additionally, processors of animal-origin food approved by my Department have other ob-
ligations to report results of microbiological testing.

The finding in January by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland of equine-DNA adulteration 
of frozen beef burgers led to the subsequent findings in Ireland and across Europe of wide-
spread contamination of beef products.  As a result, the European Commission has launched a 
specific co-ordinated control programme to investigate the prevalence of horsemeat contamina-
tion in beef products and of the associated presence of residues of the horse medicine phenyl-
butazone (bute) in horses at slaughter.  Results of this programme will be reported, which will 
include 50 test results from Ireland.

Furthermore, the FSAI and my Department met with representatives from the meat process-
ing, retailing and catering sectors and agreed a protocol for DNA testing of beef products to 
check for adulteration with horse meat.  The following categories of food are being tested – pre-
packaged beef products on sale to the final consumer or to mass caterers, beef products offered 
for sale without pre-packaging to consumers or to mass caterers and meat ingredients used in 
processed beef products. The first two sets of results have already been published by the FSAI.

In my report to the Dáil on 14 March I stated that one Irish processor did not inform my 
Department about test results which detected horsemeat in some consignments of beef from an-
other Member State, apparently because it did not consider that the results concerned the safety 
of the food.  I consider this non-action to be unacceptable.  Hence one recommendation of the 
report is that EU food legislation should be changed, to introduce a mandatory requirement 
on food business operators to notify competent authorities about incidences of mislabelling.  I 
intend to pursue this at EU level.

26/03/2013WRB00800Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRB00900112. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his proposal on internal convergence is still on the table for the Common Agriculture Policy 
negotiations; if this proposal has been modified, and if so, the way it has been modified; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14646/13]



Questions - Written Answers

684

26/03/2013WRB01000118. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of the proposals agreed by the Council of Ministers at their recent talks on 
Common Agriculture Policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14645/13]

26/03/2013WRB01100121. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress made to date on the introduction of single farm payment reforms under the new Com-
mon Agricultural Policy budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14676/13]

26/03/2013WRB01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 112, 118 and 121 together.

The negotiations on the reform of the CAP have made considerable progress across a num-
ber of fronts in recent weeks. Following the agreement by the European Council on the Multi-
annual Financial Framework in early February, the European Parliament two weeks ago agreed 
its position on the CAP reform package. This was followed last week by the successful adop-
tion by the Council of Agriculture Ministers - by a strong qualified majority - of its General 
Approach on CAP Reform. The latter, in particular, marked a considerable achievement, taking 
place as it did against a background of lengthy, intensive negotiations with my Member State 
colleagues across a range of complex and sensitive issues.

The achievement of the Council General Approach is a vitally important development. It 
means that all three institutions are now ready to move on to the final, so-called ‘trilogue’, stage 
of the negotiation process, where the Irish Presidency will represent the Council in discussions 
with the European Parliament and with the Commission. It also means that the overall target of 
an inter-institutional political agreement by the end of June remains on schedule.  I am hopeful 
that all participants across all three institutions will maintain their focus and redouble their ef-
forts so that, together, we can bring the reform negotiations to a conclusion by the end of June.

Last week’s developments were not only a successful outcome for the Irish Presidency. They 
also represented a very good outcome for Irish farmers. All through the negotiating process, the 
key issue from an Irish perspective has been the distribution of direct payments within Member 
States, otherwise known as internal convergence. In order to avoid the very significant trans-
fers of payments that would result from the Commission’s flat-rate proposals, I had proposed 
an alternative, partial, convergence model based on the principle that Member States should 
have the flexibility to move away from historically-based systems in a more measured way that 
respected their individual farming conditions. I am very pleased that the Council endorsed this 
principle and agreed to include the Irish model in the options available for the distribution of 
direct payments. This enhances the prospect of a more reasonable level of transfers of payments 
between farmers than would be the case under the Commission’s flat-rate proposal. Of course, 
this issue still has to be negotiated further, and the reality is that the final outcome will be some-
where between the Commission proposal and the Irish proposal. However, the important point 
is that the Irish model is at the centre of the negotiations, and I will be working to ensure that 
the final outcome is as close as possible to this model.

I was also pleased with the Council’s agreement to my proposals on the greening of direct 
payments.  These proposals bring the necessary flexibility to the Commission’s original pro-
posals, so that farmers can practise sustainable agriculture without overly bureaucratic impedi-
ments.  The agreement also addresses Ireland’s requirements for a greening payment to be ap-
plied as a percentage of each farmer’s single payment rather than as a flat rate.

Another good outcome is the agreement amongst my Council colleagues to end sugar quo-
tas in 2017. This is a good compromise, as it pulls back substantially from the 2020 end date 
that had been demanded by many Member States.
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26/03/2013WRB01300District Veterinary Offices

26/03/2013WRB01400113. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide an outline of his plans regarding the consolidation of district veterinary offices 
across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14865/13]

26/03/2013WRB01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
on from the successful restructuring of my Department’s local office network, which reduced 
the number of local offices from 58 to 16, my Department has reviewed the business processes 
and procedures and, in particular, the administrative support requirements, in its 16 Regional 
Offices. Arising from this review, the Department has recently introduced a number of signifi-
cant changes to the procedures in relation to the implementation of controls in the context of 
the TB eradication programme. In light of this and having regard to the significant efficiencies 
which have already arisen as a result of the investment made by the Department in IT in recent 
years, the number of staff required to deliver the service in the local offices has been consider-
ably reduced.  The review concluded that further substantial efficiencies would accrue from 
the centralisation of administrative support and, in light of this, my Department has decided to 
centralise this support in one or more centralised office(s).

Centralising administrative procedures will enable my Department to reduce the number of 
administrative staff it requires to support Veterinary Office operations and, accordingly, the cost 
of providing its services. This is in line with Government policy. In addition, the centralisation 
of administrative functions will facilitate the re-deployment of staff from the regional offices 
to other State agencies and, thereby, enable the Government to provide services through these 
agencies more efficiently.

I should emphasise that these changes will not negatively impact upon local access and 
services for local customers. Frontline services will be fully maintained and public access for 
all of the Departments stakeholders will continue to be available at the 16 regional offices. The 
Department vets, inspectors and technical officers will remain in place at these offices to service 
our clients across all of the schemes that are provided from our Regional Offices.

In line with my Department’s decision to centralise administrative services, administrative 
functions have already been transferred out of a number of regional offices (notably, Clonakilty 
and Limerick), without any negative implications for the provision of services to farmer clients. 
The administrative staff in the Tipperary office will also be transferred to the Garda vetting of-
fice shortly. It is not possible for me at this stage to give any indication of the time-frame for the 
transfer of the administrative functions out of other regional offices because this will depend on 
the availability of opportunities to redeploy the staff concerned to support other critical public 
services. However, I can assure the Deputy that administrative support work in the local offices 
will not be transferred to a central office unless the staff concerned can be redeployed to other 
State services. Furthermore, I am satisfied that the centralisation of this work will not result in 
any diminution of the services provides by the local offices to the farming community.

26/03/2013WRB01600Single Payment Scheme Expenditure

26/03/2013WRB01700114. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends to propose, as President of the Council of Ministers of the EU, that each country will 
have the flexibility to put a national cap on the maximum single payment at a level appropriate 
to that country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14642/13]

26/03/2013WRB01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with 
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its budgetary proposal to limit the level of direct income support that large agricultural holdings 
could receive, the Commission’s original CAP reform proposals contained a mandatory cap of 
€300,000 on the amount of direct payments that could be paid to an individual farmer, together 
with provision for further cuts in payments between €150,000 and €300,000.

Ultimately, as part of the European Council’s agreement on the MFF, it was agreed that cap-
ping of payments would in fact be introduced by Member States on a voluntary basis. The Irish 
Presidency therefore proposed amendments to the Commission text which reflected the bal-
ance of opinion among Member States that they should be allowed to decide whether to apply 
reductions to payments exceeding €150,000. In addition, the scale of any reductions, together 
with the tranches of payments to which reductions might apply, would be a matter for Member 
States to decide. These provisions were included in the Council General Approach agreed on 
19 March.

26/03/2013WRB01900Food Labelling

26/03/2013WRB02000115. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
supports the proposal to introduce new legislation, in view of the food contamination cases, to 
tighten up traceability and country of origin labelling. [14668/13]

26/03/2013WRB02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Minister 
for Health has overall responsibility for the general food labelling legislation and the new EU 
food information regulations that were adopted by the Council of Health Minister in   December 
2011. However, my Department plays an important role in the enforcement of this legislation 
under service contract to the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).

In my capacity as Chairman of the EU Agriculture Council I have, together with my minis-
terial colleagues and the E U Commission, given a high priority to food labelling issues. Con-
sumers should rightly expect not to be misled by inaccurate labelling and must have confidence 
in knowing what they are eating. Ireland will continue to show leadership in this area and will 
work with our E U partners to strengthen consumer assurance measures, including more accu-
rate labelling requirements as set out in the Food Information for the Consumer (FTC) Regula-
tion (1169/2011/EC).

This legislation extended explicit compulsory origin labelling requirements to meats other 
than beef, with the detailed rules to be adopted in implementing acts by 13 December 2013, 
following an impact assessment by the Commission.

26/03/2013WRB02200Harbour Authority Properties

26/03/2013WRB02300116. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his timetable for the introduction of paid parking charges in Howth Harbour, Dublin 13, and if 
he will reconsider his decision not to meet local stakeholders in Howth on the matter, in view of 
their strong opposition to the introduction of parking charges, given the potential serious nega-
tive impact on local marine tourism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14670/13]

26/03/2013WRB02400120. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has received any submissions from local community, business, residents, sporting or 
cultural organisations based in Howth, Dublin 13 on his proposals to introduce paid parking 
charges to Howth Harbour; his views on the opposition expressed to his proposals by local 
stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14669/13]

26/03/2013WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 116 and 120 together.

The Deputy is aware that I have been considering introducing a charge for parking facilities 
within Howth Fishery Harbour Centre for some time, for the following reasons:

- to assist in operating Howth Fishery Harbour Centre on a financially-sound basis

- to provide a source of revenue for further investments in Fishery Harbour Centre facilities

- as part of an overall traffic management plan to bring order to what has become a source 
of concern to the Harbour authorities and the emergency services.

- in order to maximise the return on this significant State asset

As I have said many times, Howth Fishery Harbour Centre is first and foremost a working 
fishery harbour, one of 6 operated by the State, each of whose primary purpose is to provide 
facilities and services for the fishing industry and fisheries-related activities.  Financing for the 
upkeep of those facilities comes from the ring-fenced Fishery Harbour Centres Fund, which 
is financed solely from the income generated by the Fishery Harbour Centres for use of their 
facilities.  It is used exclusively for day to day operating, management and development costs 
and is the only source of revenue available for that purpose.

There has been significant capital investment in the Fishery Harbour Centres in recent years, 
underpinning both the fisheries side and their expanding use for leisure and marine tourism and 
other maritime enterprises.  Howth has a long tradition in both areas.  In the current economic 
climate, the State must be fully committed to maximising the return on its investment.

Moreover, my Department is required to ensure that the Fishery Harbour Centres are run on 
a financially sound basis.  With over 500 parking spaces within the boundaries of the Howth 
Fishery Harbour Centre, it is clear that a significant source of revenue exists that could assist 
in balancing the books, and providing funding for enhancements that would not otherwise be 
possible.

As well as those directly involved in fishing, there are many other users of the fishery har-
bour–harbour business customers, yacht club members, sport fishermen, Dart users, tourists, 
walkers and many others.  All of those users have to use the parking facilities of Howth Fishery 
Harbour Centre.

This combination of uses and wide range of users of the Harbour brings its own inherent 
dangers and it is essential that all users are accommodated as far as possible in a safe and secure 
facility.

Traffic and parking management within the Harbour itself has been an issue for some time, 
particularly in the light of concerns raised about safety and emergency access for the Coast-
guard, the Lifeboat service, and an Garda Síochána.  There have been a number of occasions 
where the volume of cars in the Harbour and the resultant pressure on parking has led to a situ-
ation where emergency access has been seriously compromised.  The Harbour authorities have 
received specific complaints from elements of the emergency services in that regard.  Fortu-
nately no serious incident has arisen yet.

Enabling works and upgrading works have been taking place in order to improve traffic 
management within the Harbour and a number of additional measures are being considered, 
only one of which is the introduction of pay parking.  All aspects of health and safety within the 
Harbour are of course kept under constant review and must be paramount in the management 
of the Harbour.
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My officials have consulted with officials of Fingal Council, with An Garda Síochána about 
this and other related matters, and my Department’s engineers have met some of the Harbour’s 
business tenants individually about new traffic management and road markings etc.  My of-
ficials also attended a recent Harbour Users Forum where pay parking was on the agenda and 
heard the views of the harbour users at first hand.

The introduction of pay parking at Howth Fishery Harbour Centre was originally examined 
in detail in 2007 in the context of a proposed Howth Traffic and Parking Management Plan, 
in conjunction with Fingal County Council.  There was widespread public consultation at that 
time and all of the various views that were expressed and submissions that were made then are 
still on file.  I am well aware of and acknowledge their concerns.  I am receiving new corre-
spondence on this matter from a wide range of harbour users as well as those local community, 
business, residents, sporting or cultural organisations based in Howth, Dublin 13, listed by the 
Deputy.  I am also aware that there is a website dedicated to countering the proposal.

I am reviewing all aspects of the matter at present.  I can assure the Deputy that the views of 
the various harbour users, the potential earnings, the possible impact on the harbour businesses 
and recreational users, the impact on the local economy, the impact on overall traffic manage-
ment within the Fishery Harbour, are all matters that I will take into account in coming to a de-
cision. I can also assure the Deputy and all of the Harbour users in Howth that I am committed 
to continuing investment in and development of Howth.

26/03/2013WRB02600Agri-Environment Options Scheme Application Numbers

26/03/2013WRB02700117. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the new agri environment option scheme, AEOS, programme will commence; when farmers 
will be informed whether their applications have been successful; the number of applications 
received; the number of these that were valid; the number to be admitted to AEOS; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14650/13]

26/03/2013WRB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the 
challenging budgetary constraints facing my Department, last year I allocated €20 million an-
nually to fund the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and on foot of this I announced 
the re-opening of the scheme. I decided on a maximum payment of €4,000 per annum for 
individual applicants which, on the basis of previous experience in implementing the scheme, 
indicated that up to 6,500 new participants could be accepted into the scheme.

The Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS III) will build on the success of the Rural 
Environment Protection Scheme (REPS) and both AEOS 1 and 2 in delivering an annual pay-
ment to farmers in return for farming to high environmental standards.

The closing date for receipt of AEOS III applications was Friday December 7 and 9,689 
applications have been received by my Department. The initial processing of the applications 
has been completed and acknowledgement letters have issued to all applicants.  The detailed 
actions listed in each application are currently being recorded and the approval of applicants 
will be determined by the following priority selection criteria:

- applicants within a targeted area of the Boora region of Co. Offaly who select Wild Bird 
Cover Option B (Grey Partridge) will get first access,

- Applicants with eligible Natura land will get access next,

- Applicants with at least 0.5 hectares of Utilisable Agricultural Non-Natura Commonage 
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land rank next,

- Farm Partnerships,

- Previous Participation in REPS,

- Farm Size (Favouring smaller holding) based on the utilisable agricultural area,

- Location of farms in Less Favoured Areas.

This process is well advanced and is expected to be completed shortly. During this data 
entry process it has been noted that a number of applications either do not contain all the neces-
sary information or the information submitted contains errors. In these cases, officials from my 
Department are making contact with the applicants concerned to obtain the required informa-
tion in order for the application to be appropriately assessed. My intention is to complete the 
selection process as quickly as possible and to notify all applicants of the outcome and of the 
commencement dates under the scheme in the case of successful applicants.

Based on the initial processing of applications approximately 4,500 applications have been 
submitted under the Commonage/Natura option. In the event that these applications fulfil all 
eligibility requirements of the scheme, these applicants will gain priority access to the scheme. I 
also expect that a further 2,000 farmers without designated land will be admitted to the scheme.

Applicants should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their application 
until approved for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense incurred prior 
to formal approval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

  Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 112.

26/03/2013WRB03000Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRB03100119. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the redistributive payment proposal from the French Government and a similar pro-
posal included in the Council of Minister proposals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14647/13]

26/03/2013WRB03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The proposal 
for a redistributive payment allows Member States, as an add-on and not an alternative, to flat 
rate or partial convergence, to use up to 30% of the national ceiling for top-up payments to 
farmers on hectares up to the national average farm size (32 hectares in Ireland) or up to 30 
hectares.

I am open to considering whether it would be of benefit to Ireland to avail of this option.  
However, I do not believe we should rush a decision on this option.  The agreement last week 
established a Council position for opening negotiations with the European Parliament and the 
Commission.  Many elements of that agreement may be changed in the course of these negotia-
tions and we need to see the final outcome on all aspects of the direct payments regime before 
we can take informed decisions on what is the best course for Ireland. I will of course consult 
widely before taking any decisions on this matter.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 116.

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 112.
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26/03/2013WRB03500Grant Payments

26/03/2013WRB03600122. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers with stacked entitlements for single payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14654/13]

26/03/2013WRB03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
number of farmers who availed of the Consolidation measure under the Single Payment Scheme 
from 2005 to 2012 is 24,589.

Consolidation (stacking) of entitlements means that in certain circumstances a farmer may 
give up to the National Reserve his/her own existing entitlements. The farmer is then re-allo-
cated a lower number of entitlements with a higher net unit value.  The overall level of payment 
remains the same.

The reduction in the number of hectares declared must have arisen because of one or more 
of the following circumstances:
 - The afforestation of land under the Afforestation Premium Scheme;
 - The acquisition of land by a Public Authority for non-agricultural purposes;
 - The expiry of a lease or rental agreement in respect of land that was leased or rented in during the reference period 2000 – 2002.

  Consolidated entitlements are allocated from the National Reserve. Up to 2009, consoli-
dated entitlements have been subject to certain restrictions for the five years following con-
solidation. The entitlements could not be sold or leased out for the five years; any consolidated 
entitlement not claimed in any given year was reverted back to the National Reserve.

26/03/2013WRB03800Farm Improvement Scheme

26/03/2013WRB03900123. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of money allocated to the farm improvement scheme since 2007; the spend to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14662/13]

26/03/2013WRB04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Farm 
Improvement Scheme was introduced by my Department in July 2007 with a total funding al-
location of €79 million. Under the Scheme, grant-aid was available up to a maximum eligible 
investment ceiling of €120,000 for animal housing and related facilities with a separate ceiling 
of €120,000 being available for investments in relation to dairy hygiene. The standard grant-
rate was 40%. The Scheme was suspended on 31 October 2007 as the value of applications 
received, in grant terms, exceeded the financial ceiling. 12,675 applications were received from 
farmers prior to the closing date of the Scheme and these applications were processed by my 
Department up to the level of funding which was available. This funding permitted my Depart-
ment to process only those applications received up to 21 October 2007.

The annual expenditure which has taken place under the Scheme since its introduction in 
2007 is set out in the following table:

Year Amount (€m)
2007 0.014
2008 12.910
2009 27.076
2010 12.402
2011 3.512
2012 3.355
2013 (end-Feb) 0.194
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Year Amount (€m)
Total 59.463

The Farm Improvement Scheme was subsequently replaced by the Targeted Agricultural 
Modernisation Schemes (TAMS) which provided €110 million to support on-farm investment 
in a number of specific areas such as animal welfare, bioenergy, dairy equipment, rainwater 
harvesting and sheep fencing/handling.

26/03/2013WRB04100Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRB04200124. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether farmers on poorer heavier hill and or mountain land who are producing to the 
best of their ability and the land capacity should receive lesser payments than other farmers; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14675/13]

26/03/2013WRB04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): This refers 
to the EU Commission’s proposal to move to a flat-rate payments system.  This would, in the 
case of several Member States (including Ireland), result in significant transfers between farm-
ers.  I believe there is a need for redistribution but I am concerned that moving to a flat rate as 
proposed would be harmful for the Irish agricultural sector and the Food Harvest 2020 strategy.

The reality here in Ireland is that we are facing two sets of demands on this issue.  On the 
one hand, there are those farmers on low payments per hectare who are arguing for a larger 
share of the available funding on the grounds of equity and fairness.  On the other hand, there 
are those farmers on high payments per hectare, who have invested Single Payment funds in im-
proving the productive capacity of their farms and do not want to move back from this position.  
Both sets of demands are understandable and reasonable, but difficult to reconcile. We need a 
solution that is fair to everyone, which will on the one hand represent a real move away from 
historic payments, which seriously disadvantage some farmers, but which avoids unreasonably 
large cuts to those on high payment rates.  This is why I have put forward the approximation 
model, which would give a Member State like Ireland the flexibility to do this.

The key will be to reach a fair compromise, which levels the playing field without putting 
productive farmers out of business.  As is the case with any negotiation, the final position will 
be somewhere in between my approach and that of the Commission. I am fighting to ensure that 
the best possible outcome for all farmers is reached, in a balanced and fair way.

26/03/2013WRB04400Proposed Legislation

26/03/2013WRB04500125. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to amend the legislation under which aquaculture licences are granted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14730/13]

26/03/2013WRB04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Aquaculture 
licensing is governed by the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 
Foreshore Act as amended.

My Department has no plans at present to amend this legislation.
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26/03/2013WRB04700Grant Payments

26/03/2013WRB04800126. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
farmers with stacked payments will be able to carry these forward into the new Common Agri-
cultural Policy 2014-2020; if he is in favour of maintaining these rights; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14653/13]

26/03/2013WRB04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU Com-
mission proposal is to move to flat rate payments by 2019.  Earlier this month the EU Council 
of Ministers agreed an alternative approach based on the approximation model put forward by 
Ireland and supported by a number of other Member States. This would, among other things, 
limit the reductions to higher payments – whether they arose from stacking or otherwise. Over 
the coming months we will be entering into trilogue negotiations with the three EU institutions 
– the European Parliament, EU Commission and the Council of Ministers – in order to arrive 
at a common position on this and all of the other details of the reformed CAP.  The outcome of 
these negotiations will determine the direct payment regime that will apply post 2014.

26/03/2013WRB05000Horse Passports

26/03/2013WRB05100127. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
intends to introduce a unitary registration system for horses; if all change of ownership will 
have to be registered on this system; if the system will be similar to that for bovines; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14737/13]

26/03/2013WRB05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The iden-
tification and registration of equidae is governed by EU Council Directives 90/426/EEC and 
90/427/EEC and Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 of 6 June 2008. The latter regula-
tion, came into effect on 1 July 2009, provides that equine animals registered after that date 
must be identified with a passport and a microchip.

The EU legislation has been transposed into national legislation via S.I. No. 357 of 2011 
- European Communities (Equine) Regulations 2011 (as amended).  This legislation provides 
that if an equine animal has not been identified within six months of the date of its birth, or by 
the 31st of December in the year of its birth, whichever date occurs later, then the equine animal 
cannot be admitted to the food chain. S.I. No 357 of 2011 was amended in September 2012 by 
S.I. 371 of 2012 in order to strengthen the powers of the Minister in relation to approval of an 
issuing body for equine passports and prosecutions in relation to equine identification and to 
make it an offence to forge or tamper with an equine passport.

With regard to a single registration system for equidae, the position is that Regulation 
504/2004 provides that, in the case of equidae which qualify for registration with a breed so-
ciety, the passport must be issued by the relevant breed society. I have indicated that this regu-
lation should be amended to provide for passports to be issued by a single Passport Issuing 
Organisation.  I note that the EU Directorate General for Health and Consumers has indicated 
in its recently published Action Plan for dealing with the fall-out from the horsemeat issue that 
it intends to submit a proposal to the Council and European Parliament for the transfer responsi-
bility for the issuing of passports from Passport Issuing Organisations to the competent authori-
ties. A formal Commission proposal is expected in the second half of 2013.

On the issue of the transfer of ownership, there is no provision in the EU or national legisla-
tion on equine identification for recording the transfer of ownership of equines and my Depart-
ment is currently considering how best to deal with this issue in the absence of an EU legislative 
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basis. However, my Department is developing a central database of horses which will involve 
migration of selected data from Passport Issuing Bodies to the Animal Identification and Move-
ment database in the Department.  The intention is that this database may be used, as it devel-
ops, to facilitate the recording of changes of ownership.  The system for equines will be similar 
to the approach used for bovines. However,  the recording system on the equine central database 
will be designed specifically to reflect the specific regulatory requirements in the equine sector 
which are somewhat different from those in the bovine sector.

26/03/2013WRC00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRC00200128. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that have not yet been paid their 2011/2012 agri environment option scheme 
I and II payments and the percentage in each case broken down on a county basis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14659/13]

26/03/2013WRC00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a comprehen-
sive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Iden-
tification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.

Successive EU audits have made it absolutely clear that compliance with the Regulations 
must be strictly adhered to and that all administrative checks must be passed and eligibility 
conditions met before payment issues. As a result, my Department is obliged to ensure that 
individual payments will not issue until all aspects of a farmer’s application are in order, all 
outstanding documentation provided and all queries resolved.

Outstanding AEOS payments are largely due to unresolved queries associated with appli-
cations and where necessary officials in my Department will have contacted the applicants 
concerned with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible.  The payment information 
requested by the Deputy is provided below in tabular form.

AEOS I – 2011 Scheme Year

County Active Applicants Remaining % paid
Carlow 98 3 96.9%
Cavan 229 8 96.5%
Clare 383 6 98.4%
Cork 483 24 95.0%
Donegal 657 5 99.2%
Dublin 17 1 94.1%
Galway 853 19 97.8%
Kerry 353 9 97.5%
Kildare 74 2 97.3%
Kilkenny 269 3 98.9%
Laois 165 2 98.8%
Leitrim 391 0 100.0%
Limerick 255 9 96.5%
Longford 115 0 100.0%
Louth 58 0 100.0%
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County Active Applicants Remaining % paid
Mayo 956 0 100.0%
Meath 176 5 97.2%
Monaghan 213 0 100.0%
Offaly 141 7 95.0%
Roscommon 399 3 99.2%
Sligo 298 2 99.3%
Tipperary 387 6 98.4%
Waterford 143 3 97.9%
Westmeath 229 5 97.8%
Wexford 191 4 97.9%
Wicklow 102 4 96.1%
Grand Total 7635 130 98.3%
% Total Overall Paid 98.30%
AEOS I – 2012 Scheme Year 

County Active Applicants Remaining % Paid
Carlow 98 12 87.8%
Cavan 229 40 82.5%
Clare 382 40 89.5%
Cork 483 97 79.9%
Donegal 656 59 91.0%
Dublin 17 3 82.4%
Galway 849 151 82.2%
Kerry 352 43 87.8%
Kildare 74 11 85.1%
Kilkenny 268 48 82.1%
Laois 165 26 84.2%
Leitrim 391 60 84.7%
Limerick 253 39 84.6%
Longford 115 16 86.1%
Louth 58 3 94.8%
Mayo 951 110 88.4%
Meath 176 15 91.5%
Monaghan 212 25 88.2%
Offaly 140 20 85.7%
Roscommon 398 41 89.7%
Sligo 297 24 91.9%
Tipperary 384 53 86.2%
Waterford 142 21 85.2%
Westmeath 228 36 84.2%
Wexford 190 41 78.4%
Wicklow 101 25 75.2%
Grand Total 7609 1059 86.1%
% Total Overall Paid 86.1%
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AEOS II – 2011 Scheme Year 

County Active Applicants Remaining % of County Paid
Carlow 34 5 85.3%
Cavan 184 45 75.5%
Clare 374 73 80.5%
Cork 384 103 73.2%
Donegal 904 169 81.3%
Dublin 8 5 37.5%
Galway 826 174 78.9%
Kerry 386 85 78.0%
Kildare 35 9 74.3%
Kilkenny 123 27 78.0%
Laois 74 14 81.1%
Leitrim 233 39 83.3%
Limerick 208 65 68.8%
Longford 86 17 80.2%
Louth 34 6 82.4%
Mayo 902 186 79.4%
Meath 81 17 79.0%
Monaghan 117 18 84.6%
Offaly 92 20 78.3%
Roscommon 351 81 76.9%
Sligo 204 45 77.9%
Tipperary 260 61 76.5%
Waterford 54 13 75.9%
Westmeath 112 14 87.5%
Wexford 90 24 73.3%
Wicklow 63 17 73.0%
Grand Total 6219 1332 78.6%
% Total Overall Paid 78.6%
AEOS II – 2012 Scheme Year

County Active Applicants Remaining % of County Paid
Carlow 34 16 52.9%
Cavan 182 106 41.8%
Clare 373 165 55.8%
Cork 382 225 41.1%
Donegal 901 408 54.7%
Dublin 8 5 37.5%
Galway 824 475 42.4%
Kerry 385 194 49.6%
Kildare 35 23 34.3%
Kilkenny 121 84 30.6%
Laois 74 43 41.9%
Leitrim 232 136 41.4%
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County Active Applicants Remaining % of County Paid
Limerick 208 144 30.8%
Longford 86 64 25.6%
Louth 34 14 58.8%
Mayo 901 421 53.3%
Meath 79 60 24.1%
Monaghan 115 73 36.5%
Offaly 92 55 40.2%
Roscommon 351 214 39.0%
Sligo 204 115 43.6%
Tipperary 259 178 31.3%
Waterford 52 36 30.8%
Westmeath 111 58 47.7%
Wexford 88 64 27.3%
Wicklow 63 33 47.6%
Grand Total 6194 3409 45.0%
% Total Overall Paid 45.0%

26/03/2013WRC00350Live Exports

26/03/2013WRC00400129. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has had discussions with shippers operating out of Dublin and Dún Laoghaire to ports in Wales 
and England on the possibility of their allowing lorries carrying livestock to be carried on these 
ships, so that Irish farmers would have direct access to factories in Britain for their livestock, 
in view of the higher prices paid there at times and to increase competition for the slaughter of 
Irish livestock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14735/13]

26/03/2013WRC00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): While meet-
ings have taken place between my Department, An Bord Bia and Irish Ferry Companies to 
explore the possibilities for the direct transport of livestock (cattle) from Ireland to Britain, 
the matter is primarily one for decision by the ferry companies based on commercial consider-
ations.  Currently livestock ferries operate from Larne and Belfast.

26/03/2013WRC00550Dairy Sector

26/03/2013WRC00600130. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if, in 
view of the milking cycle of farming, he has asked the EU to agree to abolish dairy quotas from 
1 January 2013 rather than 1 April 2015, thus avoiding super levy charges for the year to April 
2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14652/13]

26/03/2013WRC00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU milk quota regime the quota year has always been from April to March, and there were no 
formal proposals, either at national or EU level, to bring the milk quota year in line with the 
calendar year.  Indeed, it was generally considered that the current quota year has advantages 
over a system based on the calendar year.  

In 2008 the CAP ‘Health Check’ review agreed to the abolition of milk quotas at the end 
of the 2014/2015 quota year, and provided for a smooth transition by increasing quota for all 
Member States in the remaining years.  I have been extremely active in seeking to secure a 
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softer landing for all Member States in the lead-up to milk quota abolition in 2015, but the 
Commission has resisted attempts to reconsider this issue, as it has resisted attempts to revisit 
the outcome of the 2008 CAP Health Check in an overall sense.  The Commission’s view is sup-
ported by a number of Member States, some of whom are firmly against any further adjustment 
to the Health Check agreement.  The second and final interim report on the soft landing was 
prepared by the Commission last December, and it proposed no further changes to the quota 
regime.  

As only a minority of Member States is likely to be adversely affected by the current quota 
restrictions, it would not be possible to secure a qualified majority to agree to an adjustment of 
the current regime.

26/03/2013WRC00750Aquaculture Development

26/03/2013WRC00800131. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
policy directions given to Foras na Mara by him or his Department on research on the develop-
ment of aquaculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14732/13]

26/03/2013WRC00900142. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the policy directions given to Bord Iascaigh Mhara by him on the development of aquaculture; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14731/13]

26/03/2013WRC01000147. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposals in Harvest 2020 on the development of the aquaculture industry here; if these propos-
als are his policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14733/13]

26/03/2013WRC01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 131, 142 and 147 together.

Public Policy for the development of aquaculture is set out in a number of public docu-
ments.  These are Food Harvest 2020, Our Ocean Wealth, Steering a New Course – Strategy 
for a Restructured, Sustainable and Profitable Irish Seafood Industry 2007-2013, the Seafood 
Development Programme 2007-2013, the Irish Seafood National Programme 2007-2013, The 
Rising Tide – A Review of the Bottom Grown Mussel Sector on the Island of Ireland, and 
Sea Change – A Marine Knowledge, Research and Innovation Strategy for Ireland 2007-2013.  
These documents set high ambitions for the development of aquaculture, identify various op-
portunities for achieving those ambitions and propose measures to avail of those opportunities.  
Both BIM and Foras na Mara would be guided by these public policy documents in developing 
their own statements of strategy and in their work programmes.

In relation Food Harvest 2020 specifically, that report makes two recommendations in rela-
tion to aquaculture.  It recommends that my Department should work with other relevant De-
partments and State agencies to resolve difficulties related to aquaculture licensing.  Secondly, 
it recommends that the Marine Institute and BIM should work with industry to research and de-
velop inshore and offshore aquaculture and alternative species on a commercial and profitable 
scale.  The previous Government committed in July 2010 to implementing the recommenda-
tions of Food Harvest 2020 and I am equally committed to that aim. That commitment involves 
a very significant expansion of aquaculture output in this country.

Earlier this year my Department requested that BIM prepare a National Strategic Plan for 
Aquaculture, in partnership with relevant Divisions of my Department and the Marine Institute 
and involving a formal consultation with stakeholders.  Such a Plan is required to be produced 
by every Member State of the European Union, in association with its Operational Programme 
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for the period 2014 to 2020 under the proposed European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Regula-
tion, which is still being negotiated by the EU institutions.

26/03/2013WRC01150Milk Quota Purchases

26/03/2013WRC01200132. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he intends to address the current legal situation in regulations 9 and 10 of 227/2208 which al-
lows milk quota to be sold without land to another farmer whose farm is incorporated, allowing 
milk quota to move between regions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14656/13]

26/03/2013WRC01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue 
raised by the Deputy has been addressed in a Statutory Instrument (SI 90 of 2013) which I 
signed on 14 March 2013.

26/03/2013WRC01350Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRC01400133. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
current position regarding the Common Agriculture Policy negotiations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14644/13]

26/03/2013WRC01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The negotia-
tions on the reform of the CAP have made considerable progress across a number of fronts in 
recent weeks. Following the agreement by the European Council on the Multiannual Finan-
cial Framework in early February, the European Parliament two weeks ago agreed its position 
on the CAP reform package. This was followed last week by the successful adoption by the 
Council of Agriculture Ministers - by a strong qualified majority - of its General Approach on 
CAP Reform. The latter, in particular, marked a considerable achievement, taking place as it 
did against a background of lengthy, intensive negotiations with my Member State colleagues 
across a range of complex and sensitive issues.

The achievement of the Council General Approach is a vitally important development. It 
means that all three institutions are now ready to move on to the final, so-called ‘trilogue’, stage 
of the negotiation process, where the Irish Presidency will represent the Council in discussions 
with the European Parliament and with the Commission. It also means that the overall target of 
an inter-institutional political agreement by the end of June remains very much on schedule.  I 
am very hopeful that all participants across all three institutions will maintain their focus and 
redouble their efforts so that, together, we can bring the reform negotiations to a conclusion by 
the end of June.

Last week’s developments were not only a successful outcome for the Irish Presidency. They 
also represented a very good outcome for Irish farmers. All through the negotiating process, the 
key issue from an Irish perspective has been the distribution of direct payments within Member 
States, otherwise known as internal convergence. In order to avoid the very significant trans-
fers of payments that would result from the Commission’s flat-rate proposals, I had proposed 
an alternative, partial, convergence model based on the principle that Member States should 
have the flexibility to move away from historically-based systems in a more measured way that 
respected their individual farming conditions. I am very pleased that the Council endorsed this 
principle and agreed to include the Irish model in the options available for the distribution of di-
rect payments. This enhances the prospect of significantly lower transfers of payments between 
farmers than would be the case under the Commission’s flat-rate proposal. Of course, this issue 
still has to be negotiated further, and the reality is that the final outcome will be somewhere 
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between the Commission proposal and the Irish proposal. However, the important point is that 
the Irish model is at the centre of the negotiations, and I will be working to ensure that the final 
outcome is as close as possible to this model. 

I was also pleased with the Council’s agreement to my proposals on the greening of direct 
payments.  These proposals bring the necessary flexibility to the Commission’s original pro-
posals, so that farmers can practise sustainable agriculture without overly bureaucratic impedi-
ments.  The agreement also addresses Ireland’s requirements for a greening payment to be ap-
plied as a percentage of each farmer’s single payment rather than as a flat rate.

Another good outcome is the agreement amongst my Council colleagues to end sugar quo-
tas in 2017. This is a good compromise, as it pulls back substantially from the 2020 end date 
that had been demanded by many Member States.  I might also mention that, in the case of 
voluntary coupled support, Ireland will have the option of using up to 7% of our national en-
velope for such payments.  In addition, the Council agreed to the implementation of new Areas 
of Natural Constraint and to a change in the proposed reference year for the establishment of 
payment entitlements.

26/03/2013WRC01550Forestry Sector

26/03/2013WRC01600134. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the forest service has produced any reports on its remit in overseeing Coillte; if so, if he 
will provide these reports; if not, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15006/13]

26/03/2013WRC01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte 
Teoranta was established in accordance with the Forestry Act 1988, under which a number 
of powers in relation to the oversight of the company are assigned to me as the Minister with 
responsibility for forestry.  Coillte is also subject to the Code of Practice for the Governance 
of State Bodies.  This Code, which was revised and updated in 2009, sets out the governance 
framework agreed by the Government for the internal management, and the internal and exter-
nal reporting relations of State bodies.  The Forestry Division of my Department monitors the 
company’s compliance with those requirements.  The oversight of commercial state bodies has 
been enhanced by the establishment of NewERA as corporate governance activities currently 
carried out by Departments are carried out by NewERA, reporting to the relevant Minister. The 
necessary communication channels and agreement of the respective roles of NewERA and the 
relevant line Division in my Department have been put in place.

No reports have been produced in relation to the oversight of Coillte.  The company, as a 
commercial company, issues an annual report and accounts each year which is laid before both 
Houses of the Oireachtas.  I respond to parliamentary questions on policy matters relating to 
Coillte while the company also attends the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine regularly to discuss the company’s performance and activities with members of the Oirea
chtas.26/03/2013WRC01750

Common Fisheries Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRC01800135. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress made in the negotiations on the Common Fisheries Policy to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14663/13]

26/03/2013WRC01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
mon Fisheries Policy (CFP) is the overarching policy framework which governs the fisheries 
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and wider seafood sectors in the European Union. First put in place in 1983, it has been subject 
to reviews every 10 years, and is currently undergoing a reform process the important elements 
of which are expected to conclude during the Irish Presidency.

The CFP is essentially three separate pieces of legislation, a basic policy regulation, a regu-
lation on the Common Organisation of the Market (CMO) both of which are supported and 
underpinned by a separate financial instrument the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF).  

At the EU Council of Fisheries Ministers in June last year the Danish Presidency were 
successful in obtaining agreement for a general approach on the CMO and a partial general ap-
proach on the basic regulation. At that time it was not possible to achieve political agreement on 
a way forward for some of the more contentious issues in the basic regulation including dealing 
with the discard issue.

At the October 2012 Fisheries Council the Cypriot Presidency secured agreement on a “par-
tial” general approach on the financial instrument the EMFF. However, the PECHE Committee 
vote on the EMFF has now been delayed until the end of May 2013, and it is considered un-
likely given the timeframe that trilogues can commence during the Irish Presidency. 

At February’s EU Fisheries Council, I was successful in brokering a political agreement on 
the outstanding issues from June 2012 on the Basic Regulation  including for the introduction 
of an EU wide discards ban. 

February’s decision in reaching a Common General Approach on all aspects of a reformed 
basic policy regulation, is important in that it now allows the Irish Presidency, on behalf of 
the Council, to engage directly with the European Parliament and Commission with a view to 
reaching overall political agreement on the reformed Common Fisheries Policy during the Irish 
Presidency.   

However, it is worth noting that what was agreed in February is the Councils approach, 
the European Parliament has also published its’ position which differs in many respects. Some 
of the differences are minor and it can be expected that political compromise can be achieved 
relatively easily on these.

However there are significant differences of emphasis expressed by the Parliament on some 
key issues such as the discards ban, arrangements for regionalisation and achieving Maximum 
Sustainable Yield. Achieving a political agreement between the Council and Parliament on 
these issues will be a major challenge. 

A first round of trilogues with Parliament (and European Commission) has taken place on 
the Common organisation of the market and a negotiation mandate is being prepared for a sec-
ond round. 

The trilogues on the Basic Regulation has commenced and there is an intensive programme 
of meetings arranged for the coming weeks. 

The timetable for the Reform   is changing on a regular basis. Latest indications are as fol-
lows:

- Basic Regulation: A Council General Approach was finalised at February Fisheries Coun-
cil. The first trilogues with the EU Parliament took place on the 19th   March and a second 
meeting is being held today with further meetings scheduled. The aim is to have final agreement 
in June.
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- CMO: The European Parliament has a first reading position, Council have agreed a general 
approach.  A first round of trilogues took place on 27th of February and a  mandate for a second 
round has been prepared. The aim is to have a final agreement in April .

- EMFF: Following an agreed partial general approach at October Council, the EU PECHE 
Committee vote is scheduled for late  May, 2013.

26/03/2013WRC01950Food Safety Standards Regulation

26/03/2013WRC02000136. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of complaints made to his Department since March 2011 regarding possible irregulari-
ties in the horse slaughtering business; if he will provide details of the investigations carried 
out by his Department on foot of these complaints; the actions taken arising from these inves-
tigations to deal with any irregularities found up to 31 December 2012; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14739/13]

26/03/2013WRC02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has received a number of complaints in this area, some of which have been non-specific 
in nature. Information received in relation to alleged illegal activities in this State is taken seri-
ously and investigated as appropriate by my Department and in certain cases by the Gardai. It 
must also be noted however that some claims have been made in the public domain in relation 
to this issue which, when examined by my Department, did not stand up to close scrutiny or 
warrant further investigation.

While my Department does not comment on ongoing investigations, appropriate corrective 
action is taken if non-compliances are detected. I can advise that during 2011-2012 the Depart-
ment issued Compliance Notices to two horse slaughter plants under its supervision. This led to 
temporary suspension of activities while corrective measures were put in place. In addition the 
approvals of one organisation to maintain a stud book and issue horse passports were revoked 
during 2012. 

As the equine mislabelling investigation progressed a separate but parallel investigation 
was conducted on horse slaughter plants and associated horse traceability. In addition, certain 
allegations continued to be made that improper practices relating to the availability and presen-
tation of passports at point of slaughter and export were taking place. In this context I decided, 
with the agreement of the County Managers concerned, that my Department would take direct 
control over two equine slaughter plants which had hitherto operated under local authority su-
pervision. Following the discovery on 8th  March 2013 of irregularities related to identification 
of horses presented for slaughter at one of these plants, the animals concerned were humanely 
slaughtered and destroyed and the company has since been suspended from operations. This 
matter is under ongoing investigation.

Under EU law, responsibility for compliance with food safety and traceability requirements 
rests in the first instance with food business operators (FBOs). This is augmented by official 
controls, applied at different stages in the food supply chain. My Department implements offi-
cial controls in relation to horse identification at marts and other sales venues, in abattoirs under 
its supervision and at points of entry to the country. 

All equines (which include horses, ponies and donkeys) are required to be identified in ac-
cordance with EU and national legislation.  Equines issued with a passport after 1 July 2009 
must have a corresponding microchip implanted by a veterinarian, which is recorded in the 
passport and creates a link between the passport and the animal. The passport includes informa-
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tion on any veterinary medicines administered to equines.  An equine for slaughter for human 
consumption must be accompanied to the slaughterhouse by its passport and the information on 
the passport determines whether the animal can be slaughtered for human consumption. Horses 
treated with certain veterinary medicines such as phenylbutazone, known in the industry as 
‘bute’, are permanently excluded from the human food chain in order to protect public health 
and the passport of the horse in question is endorsed by the prescribing veterinary practitioner 
to this effect. 

My Department has detailed procedures for the slaughter of horses in abattoirs under its su-
pervision and has communicated these and the checks required both to its staff and the business 
operators. It has liaised with passport issuing agencies in Ireland and has developed protocols 
to allow abattoir operators to check the details of passports with these agencies to seek to en-
sure that they are valid and that only those horses eligible for slaughter are slaughtered. Where 
forged or tampered passports accompanying horses to slaughter are detected, it is the policy that 
such animals are destroyed and removed from the food chain.

Ongoing vigilance is maintained in relation to official controls in this area. In that con-
nection, the European Communities (Equine) (Amendment) Regulations, S.I. No. 371/2012,   
introduced recently, provide for the updating of S.I. No. 357/2011 (European Communities 
(Equine) Regulations 2011) to strengthen the powers of the Minister in relation to approval of 
an issuing body for equine passports, authorised officers and prosecutions in relation to equine 
identification.

My Department is establishing a centralized equine database. The intention is that this da-
tabase will be used at abattoirs to assist in verifying the authenticity of horse passports for the 
equine presented and to record its date of slaughter.

26/03/2013WRC02150Common Agricultural Policy Reform

26/03/2013WRC02200137. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
discussions to date as part of Common Agricultural Policy reform to ensure price stability and 
a fair return to primary producers are a central part of this reform; the proposed mechanisms 
being discussed to ensure this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14649/13]

26/03/2013WRC02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The negotia-
tions on the reform of the CAP are informed by the need to support strong economic perfor-
mance through greater market orientation while at the same time ensuring the sustainable use 
of natural resources. In this regard, direct payments support agricultural incomes as the sector 
adjusts to the reality of greater exposure to global markets, while market support measures con-
tinue to operate as a safety net at times of market disturbance. 

Price stability is something that cannot be guaranteed, as recent experience - for example 
in the dairy sector - has demonstrated. However, a fundamental underlying principle of the 
CAP is that a safety net should be provided in order to protect producers from excessive falls 
in prices. This safety net was activated during the crisis in the dairy sector in 2007/2008, when 
measures such as intervention and export refunds were deployed in order to place a floor under 
milk product prices. 

Market support measures will continue to be a feature of the CAP under the proposals cur-
rently being negotiated for the period 2014-2020. Indeed, in addition to measures such as Aid 
for Private Storage, Intervention and Export Refunds, further exceptional measures are pro-
vided for that would give the Commission the flexibility to respond effectively to significant 
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market disturbance and other exceptional situations. These measures were included in the Gen-
eral Approach agreed by the Council of Agriculture Ministers last week, and will be the subject 
of further negotiations with the European Parliament in the coming weeks as the reform process 
builds to what I hope will be a conclusion by the end of June 2013.

26/03/2013WRC02350Single Payment Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRC02400138. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers not yet paid their single payment for 2012; the number paid; the percentage 
paid broken down on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14651/13]

26/03/2013WRC02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the case of 
the Single Farm Payment, the earliest payment date under the governing EU rules is 1 Decem-
ber. However, in July 2012, in recognition of the difficult weather conditions and ongoing fi-
nancial situation faced by many farmers, I successfully sought the approval of the Commission 
to have advance payments made as and from 16 October. Payment of the 50% to farmers under 
the Single Farm Payment Scheme started issuing on cases cleared for payment, as scheduled, 
on that date. Since then, 123,119 applicants, have been paid some €1,213billion.    

The position broken down by county is as follows:

COUNTY No. of Eligible  
Applicants

Number Paid Number not Paid % Paid

CARLOW 1,631 1,625 6 99.63%
CAVAN 4,722 4,711 11 99.77%
CLARE 6,033 6,013 20 99.67%
CORK 12,840 12,793 47 99.63%
DONEGAL 8,013 7,994 19 99.76%
DUBLIN 625 623 2 99.68%
GALWAY 11,844 11,760 84 99.29%
KERRY 7,581 7,557 24 99.68%
KILDARE 2,023 2,014 9 99.56%
KILKENNY 3,418 3,412 6 99.82%
LAOIS 2,915 2,907 8 99.73%
LEITRIM 3,359 3,333 26 99.23%
LIMERICK 5,068 5,048 20 99.61%
LONGFORD 2,338 2,330 8 99.66%
LOUTH 1,485 1,483 2 99.87%
MAYO 11,331 11,245 86 99.24%
MEATH 3,712 3,693 19 99.49%
MONAGHAN 3,956 3,936 20 99.49%
OFFALY 3,001 2,993 8 99.73%
ROSCOMMON 5,630 5,600 30 99.47%
SLIGO 3,898 3,878 20 99.49%
TIPPERARY 6,884 6,858 26 99.62%
WATERFORD 2,402 2,381 21 99.13%
WESTMEATH 2,917 2,899 18 99.38%
WEXFORD 3,986 3,981 5 99.87%
WICKLOW 2,068 2,052 16 99.23%
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COUNTY No. of Eligible  
Applicants

Number Paid Number not Paid % Paid

TOTAL 123,680 123,119 561 99.55%

26/03/2013WRC02550Common Agricultural Policy Reform

26/03/2013WRC02600139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is satisfied that the steps taken to date in the context of Common Agricultural Policy re-
form are adequate to ensure the future development and growth of agriculture here and through-
out Europe with particular reference to the retention of family farming; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14672/13]

26/03/2013WRC02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am very 
satisfied with the progress made to date on reform of the Common Agricultural Policy.  To start 
with, the European Council agreement on 7/8 February on the next EU multiannual financial 
framework secures the necessary funding for the continuation of a strong CAP.  Moreover, the 
agreement last week of the 27 Member States in the EU Council of Ministers represents an 
important stepping stone to securing final agreement on this reform.  We are now on target to 
achieving our June goal of full political agreement between the three institutions of the EU – the 
EU Commission, the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament. 

The four main proposals agreed last week cover the full breadth of the CAP and reflect the 
Irish priorities of sustainable intensification of production, environmental stewardship and the 
maintenance of a vibrant rural economy. I am especially pleased to note the progress made in 
relation to the internal convergence of direct payments, the greening of direct payments and the 
future of the sugar quota regime. On internal convergence, we have secured the required flex-
ibility from Member States that allows the Irish model of partial convergence to be included in 
the options available for the distribution of direct payments. On greening, we have ensured that 
the payment may be a percentage of each farmer’s individual payment rather than a flat rate, 
as well as negotiating a difficult and complex compromise on the implementation of the three 
greening criteria proposed by the Commission. And on sugar quotas, we have secured an earlier 
abolition of the regime than originally sought by most Member States.

While last week’s agreement marks only a step on the road to the ultimate goal of full politi-
cal agreement between the three institutions by the end of June, I am looking forward to build-
ing on the momentum created by last week’s decisions to secure that objective.  And this will 
be good for European farmers and for Irish farmers.

26/03/2013WRC02750Forestry Sector

26/03/2013WRC02800140. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the up-
coming meetings he is scheduled to attend on the proposed sale of Coillte’s harvesting rights; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15004/13]

26/03/2013WRC02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to the 
Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be consid-
ered for sale, Coillte Board and management have engaged with NewERA, the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department to examine the financial and other implica-
tions of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets. Substantial work has been undertaken 
to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, the determination of their value and 
the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of the harvesting 
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rights.

A Steering Group comprising of representatives from NewERA, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and my Department was formed to monitor the analysis process.  This 
Group has met regularly and has also formally met with Coillte, and representatives of the 
Coillte Trade Unions and the Irish Timber Council.  I am meeting regularly with the officials in 
my Department involved in the consideration process. The outcome of the overall analysis will 
be considered by the Government upon its conclusion and no decision has been taken as yet.

26/03/2013WRC02950Forestry Sector

26/03/2013WRC03000141. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will outline his areas of responsibility regarding Coillte and the possible sale of its harvesting 
rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15005/13]

26/03/2013WRC03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Coillte is 
a commercial state owned enterprise established in 1989 in accordance with the Forestry Act 
1988. The shares are held by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and myself.  As 
the Minister with responsibility for forestry, there are a number of powers assigned to me under 
the Forestry Act 1988. I also respond to Parliamentary Questions on policy matters relating to 
Coillte. As a State owned body, Coillte is also subject to the Department of Finance ‘Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State Bodies  ’ under which it is obliged to provide information 
and confirmation to both Ministers in relation to the governance and activities of the company.  
As the company is engaged in forestry activities such as harvesting, it is also subject to the 
provisions of the Forestry Act 1946, the operation of which falls within the remit of my Depart-
ment.

In relation to the possible sale of its harvesting rights, as a member of the Government, I 
have been involved in the decision making in relation to the State Asset Disposal programme, of 
which the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights is one element.  Further to the Government 
decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be considered for sale, 
my Department has been involved in the consideration process in conjunction with NewERA 
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the purpose of which is to identify the 
forestry assets involved, determine their value and consider the range of issues associated with 
a possible sale of the harvesting rights.  Coillte has been integral to this process through the 
provision of data and relevant background information.

I am briefed by my officials on an ongoing basis as to the progress of the analysis. The out-
come of the overall analysis will be considered by the Government upon its conclusion and no 
decision has been taken as yet.

Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 131.

26/03/2013WRC03250Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRC03300143. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
co-financed Exchequer funding that will be required to fully drawdown EU funding under the 
rural development plan, pillar 2, in the forthcoming Common Agricultural Policy, as decided by 
the heads of government in the MFF; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14658/13]

26/03/2013WRC03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Europe-
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an Council agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) provides some €313m 
for Ireland per year under Pillar 2 of the CAP for the period 2014 - 2020. This includes a special 
allocation of €100 million, over the full period, negotiated in the final stages of the talks. 

The MFF provides for flexibility regarding the co-financing rates for Pillar 2 support mea-
sures and a number of different rates have been incorporated into the proposal. A general co-fi-
nancing rate of 53% is proposed but this rate may rise to a maximum of 80% for measures such 
as farm and business development, co-operation activities, Leader projects, and other measures. 
Environmental type measures may be co-funded up to 75%. 

The amount of exchequer funding that will be required to draw down the available EU fund-
ing will depend firstly on the types of measures that will be included in the Programme and 
secondly on the co-financing rate that is agreed with the EU Commission for these measures. As 
the Programme is in the course of being developed at present, no decisions have yet been taken 
on these issues. It is too early therefore to confirm the level of exchequer funding that will be 
required for the next round  and this must await finalisation of the new programme.

26/03/2013WRC03450Animal Breeding Regulations

26/03/2013WRC03500144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason he has withdrawn, without notification or consultation with stakeholders, the 2007 
hen harrier management protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14655/13]

26/03/2013WRC03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The hen har-
rier   is a species of high conservation concern. It is listed in Annex I of the EU Birds Direc-
tive, which provides a legislative framework for the conservation of the species. Six Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs) have been designated under the Birds Directive for the protection of 
the species in Ireland. 

The Hen Harrier Working Group was established in 2006 and comprised representatives 
from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, the Forest Service of my Department, landowners and forestry interest groups. A 
Management Protocol for Hen Harrier SPAs was agreed by the group in March 2007. 

In 2008, however, the European Commission initiated infringement proceedings against 
Ireland on foot of complaints received in relation to the protocol. Following further discussions 
with the Commission on the issue, the Hen Harrier Protocol was suspended in February 2010, 
and a review initiated with NPWS. However, the scientific basis of the protocol continued to be 
applied on a case-by-case basis to individual applications.

In mid-2011, the Forest Service commenced operation of a procedure agreed with NPWS 
for the 2011/2012 planting season. This procedure permitted afforestation on certain types of 
habitats, up to a set maximum level for each SPA, calculated based on the cumulative effects 
of existing and approved afforestation and windfarms. Full details of this procedure were an-
nounced and a working document circulated to all stakeholders in July of 2011. 

This procedure ceased to operate at the end of the 2011/12 planting season. Due to con-
cerns raised by the European Commission regarding SPA management and within the context 
of the decline of the population in the SPAs NPWS have initiated the development of a Threat 
Response Plan (TRP) under Section 39 of S.I. 477 of 2011. This plan will set out measures 
necessary to preserve, maintain or re-establish a sufficient diversity and area of habitats for the 
species. NPWS will consult in relation to this Plan.  
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Forestry, both afforestation and the management of the existing estate, will form a signifi-
cant element of the TRP. Pending the completion of the TRP, the Forest Service cannot make a 
determination on the potential impact of afforestation projects on Hen Harriers within the SPA. 
Nor is it feasible for an individual landowner to provide the level of detail required to enable 
the Forest Service to make this determination. As such, the Forest Service is not in a position 
to approve any afforestation projects within the SPA at this time. This position was notified to 
Stakeholders in January of this year.

26/03/2013WRC03650Food Safety Standards Regulation

26/03/2013WRC03700145. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
names of the meat slaughtering and processing plants that have had their licences to operate 
suspended; if this is temporary or permanent; if there are further plants that will be refused per-
mission to operate arising from the horse meat scandal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14738/13]

26/03/2013WRC03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The report 
on the ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’, which I published on 
14th   March, includes details of the companies that came to my Department’s attention during 
this investigation and the resulting actions taken by the Department.

The normal procedure in my Department is that a suspension notice on a food business op-
erator is not lifted until the Department is satisfied that the issues giving rise to the suspension 
have been fully addressed. After a suspension is lifted the food business operator is normally 
subject to additional official controls for an appropriate period to ensure there is no recurrence 
of the issues that gave rise to the suspension.  It is not appropriate at this point to further discuss 
individual food business operators or to anticipate future decisions regarding approvals to oper-
ate.

26/03/2013WRD00150Food Labelling

26/03/2013WRD00200146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if unilaterally or in conjunction with his EU colleagues, it has been found possible to put in 
place accurate and authentic labelling to reflect traceability and authenticity in respect of all 
food products and or ingredients, thereby protecting the integrity of the meat and poultry sec-
tors here and throughout Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14673/13]

26/03/2013WRD00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Depu-
ty will be aware the Minister for Health has overall responsibility for the general food labelling 
legislation and the new EU food information regulations that were adopted by the Council of 
Health Ministers in December 2011. However my Department plays an important role in the 
labelling of food together with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).

In my capacity as Chairman of the EU Agricultural Council I have, together with my min-
isterial colleagues and the EU Commission, given a high priority to food labelling issues. Con-
sumers should rightly expect not to be misled by inaccurate labelling and must have confidence 
in knowing what they are eating. Ireland will continue to give leadership in this area and will 
work with our EU partners to strengthen consumer assurance measures, including more accu-
rate labelling requirements as set out in the Food Information for the Consumer (FIC) Regula-
tion (1169/2011/EC).

This legislation extended explicit compulsory origin labelling requirements to meats other 
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than beef, with the detailed rules to be adopted in implementing acts by 13 December 2013, 
following an impact assessment by the Commission.  

General Food Labelling Rules

Food labelling used to inform consumers of the properties of pre-packaged food is governed 
by EU rules. The most important labelling rule is that the consumer should not be misled.

The FIC regulation also adopts rules on compulsory labelling where the origin or place of 
provenance of a food is given and where it is not the same as its primary ingredient.  Insofar 
as meat as an ingredient is concerned, these rules are subject to the adoption of implementing 
acts, which must take account of an impact assessment to be carried out by the Commission. 
As a result of the recent incidents of horsemeat being discovered in beef burgers and other beef 
products the Commission have now agreed to bring forward their work on this aspect of the 
regulation to September this year.    Beef Labelling Rules

In general, all fresh, frozen or minced beef marketed in the EU (with the exception of offal) 
is subject to a mandatory system of origin traceability and origin labelling. The purpose of these 
rules is to ensure that beef on sale can be traced back to the animal or group of animals from 
which it came. 

There are two elements to the  beef labelling regime which apply to all parts of the supply 
chain; the compulsory system, which requires food business operators to label their beef prod-
ucts (unless cooked or processed) with certain prescribed information up to and including the 
point of sale to the consumer; and the voluntary system, which covers any other labelling claim 
that processors or retailers wish to make concerning the origin, characteristics or production 
methods of the beef they are supplying. The claims made on product labels, marketing material 
or point of sale notices must be clear and cannot be misleading. 

Formed meat

Also in the FIC regulation (Annex VI) in the case of meat products, meat preparations 
which may give the impression that they are made of a whole piece of meat, but actually consist 
of different pieces combined together by other ingredients, including food additives and food 
enzymes or by other means, shall bear the words “ formed meat” on the label. 

Traceability

The identification and registration of cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry and equines are also gov-
erned by EU Regulations and these Regulations have been transposed into national law. 

The Department’s Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) database is a generic system 
that records identification and movement data on cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. The AIM system 
was developed using Internet-based technology and the majority of interactions with the system 
are electronic transactions. Work is already advanced on the development of a central database 
for equines on the AIM system. The AIM system is integrated with the Department’s corporate 
systems to record customer data (CCS) and animal health data (AHCS).  The AHCS database 
holds a record of persons registered as keepers of the different animal species, including equine 
animals.  

The Department is introducing a range of measures to improve traceability systems in the 
equine sector and is liaising with passport issuing agencies in Ireland in this regard. Protocols 
to allow abattoir operators to cross check the details of passports with these agencies have 
been developed, aimed at ensuring that only those horses eligible for slaughter are slaughtered. 
The Department is also developing a central database of horses which will involve migration 
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of selected data from passport issuing agencies. The database will be populated with informa-
tion provided from the databases maintained by the agencies, by the Department from records 
obtained at slaughter plants and knackeries and by local authorities in respect of records main-
tained at appropriate slaughter plants. The intention is that this database will be used at abattoirs 
to assist in verifying the authenticity of the passport for the equine presented and to record its 
date of slaughter.

Pigmeat     

Under the National Pig Identification and Tracing System (NPITS) all pig herds are cen-
trally registered,  all pigs being moved are identified (by means of tag or slap mark) and ac-
companied by movement documents, and all movements are recorded on a centrally managed 
database.  Thus the movement of all pigs from farm to factory and to any destination in between 
is fully traceable.

Poultry

All poultry keepers are required to register with my Department. Poultry operators are sub-
ject to a wide range of EU and domestic legislation and are monitored by inspectors from my 
Department. Given the vertical nature of the poultry meat sector, most birds are reared under 
contract to processors. The processors supply the day-old birds in the first instance. The subse-
quent movement of broilers back to the processing facility is strictly controlled. Furthermore, 
there is an ongoing Department veterinary presence in poultry plants and this, together with 
inspections at farm level, underpins a strong domestic regime. 

Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 131.

26/03/2013WRD00450Fish Quotas

26/03/2013WRD00500148. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
introduce the prohibition of pair trawling for herring, sprat and bass within a 12 mile radius of 
our coastline in order to protect marine mammals. [14671/13]

26/03/2013WRD00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Irish vessels 
are currently precluded from landing Sea Bass under the Bass (Conservation of Stocks) Regula-
tions 2006 (S.I. No. 230 of 2006) and the Bass (Restriction on Sale) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 
367 of 2007). The complete ban for the commercial fishing of sea bass applies to Irish fishing 
vessels in all areas.   

In accordance with the provisions of EU Council Regulation 812/2004 (laying down mea-
sures concerning incidental catches of cetaceans in fisheries and amending regulation No 88/98),  
the second year of an independent dedicated observer programme of cetacean bycatch in Irish 
pelagic trawl fisheries was completed in 2012. This covered the 200 mile EEZ around Ireland. 
A total of 201 days at sea have been carried out as part of this programme across a range of 
pelagic trawl fisheries from August 2010 to March 2012 and no cetacean bycatch or significant 
bycatch event of other protected species has been observed as part of the programme. In addi-
tion to the independent observer programme, the Irish Sea Fisheries Board (BIM) and Marine 
Institute (MI) carry out onboard observer work as part of technical trials and surveys under the 
EU Data Collection Framework (DCF). Figures combined from these programmes show that 
no cetacean bycatch was observed in 57 days at sea onboard Midwater otter trawl (OTM) ves-
sels targeting small pelagic fish, 168 days at sea onboard Midwater pair trawlers targeting small 
pelagic fish nor 48 days onboard Midwater pair trawlers targeting large pelagic fish (albacore 
tuna) in 2011. Apart from 4 common dolphins observed as bycatch by an OTM research vessel 
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targeting small pelagic fish in 2006, no cetacean bycatch incidences have occurred in 703 days 
of observations onboard Irish pelagic trawlers since 2005.  Data compiled by Ireland and the 
UK since monitoring commenced in 2005 have demonstrated that cetacean bycatch incidents 
are very rare in pelagic trawling operations for small fish (mackerel, herring, horse mackerel 
etc.).    The EU legislation specifically deals with cetaceans in fisheries and does not cover other 
mammals.  Overall responsibility for marine mammals rests with the National Parks and Wild-
life Service of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

26/03/2013WRD00625Rural Environment Protection Schemes

26/03/2013WRD00700149. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers currently in the rural environment protection scheme 4 and the agri environ-
ment schemes 1 and 2; the number that have received their 2012 payments; the reason for the 
delay in payment to farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14667/13]

26/03/2013WRD00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a comprehen-
sive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Iden-
tification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.

Successive EU audits have made it absolutely clear that compliance with the Regulations 
must be strictly adhered to and that all administrative checks must be passed and eligibility 
conditions met before payment issues. As a result, my Department is obliged to ensure that 
individual payments will not issue until all aspects of a farmer’s application are in order, all 
outstanding documentation provided and all queries resolved.

The table below displays the number of active participants in both the Rural Environment 
Protection Scheme (REPS) 4 and Agri-Environment Options Schemes (AEOS) 1 and 2 and the 
numbers in each scheme that have received payment for the 2012 scheme year.

- Number of applicants in 
Scheme

Number of Applicants paid 
2012 Payment

REPS 4 30,284 27,718
AEOS I 7,609 6,550
AEOS II 6,219 2,785

Outstanding 2012 payments under both REPS and AEOS are largely due to unresolved 
queries associated with applications and where necessary officials in my Department will have 
contacted the applicants concerned with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible. 

I am conscious of the importance of these payments to farmers’ incomes and my Depart-
ment is making every effort to assist farmers in regularising their applications and claims for 
payment. Additional resources have been assigned to dealing with all outstanding queries and 
payments will continue to issue on an ongoing basis as outstanding issues are resolved.

26/03/2013WRD00850Food Labelling

26/03/2013WRD00900150. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposed regulatory or legislative changes arising from the recent horse meat scandal; when it 
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is proposed to make such changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14736/13]

26/03/2013WRD01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The report 
on ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’ which I released on 14th   
March 2013 sets out a range of actions being taken in relation to this issue at both national and 
EU level. These include a programme of DNA testing of beef products and testing of horse 
meat for the presence of phenylbutazone. Meat traders/agents will be required to register as 
food business operators. Controls relating to horse identification are being strengthened and my 
Department is taking responsibility for the supervision of all horse abattoirs. 

The EU Commission is pursuing an action plan over the remainder of 2013 and into 2014 
which includes specific actions and measures on the following basic elements: fighting food 
fraud, testing programmes, horse passports, official controls and origin labelling. It is important 
that controls in this area are strengthened on a pan European basis, not just at national level, 
and as stated in the report some of the measures envisaged will require legislative change at EU 
level.

26/03/2013WRD0105Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

26/03/2013WRD01100151. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of farmers that were written to in relation to their 2012 disadvantaged payments 
under the stocking density rule; the number that have been refused a derogation, including after 
appeal, broken down between the three payment categories of less favoured areas, severely 
disadvantaged and mountain areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14664/13]

26/03/2013WRD01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In total, my 
Department wrote to in excess of 10,000 beneficiaries under the 2011 Disadvantaged Areas 
Scheme whose holdings had not achieved the minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare, as required under the Terms and Conditions of the 2012 Scheme. 

In response, my Department received 9,635 applications from farmers seeking derogation 
from this requirement. These applications have been fully processed and 7,086 applications 
were successful. 

Those, whose applications were rejected, were informed of their entitlement to appeal their 
cases to the independently chaired DAS Appeals Committee. Appeals were received from 1,485 
applicants, of which my Department was in a position to overturn the original decision on 548 
cases, without the need to refer to the DAS Appeals Committee, on the basis of additional in-
formation which had not previously been submitted. Of the 937 appeals submitted to date to the 
Committee, decisions have been taken in respect of 836 cases, of which 276 were allowed, 462 
disallowed and 98 requested to submit additional information. Processing remains ongoing.

Bearing in mind that a high proportion of those involved will have land in more than one of 
the categories referred to, it is not possible to provide the further breakdown requested. 

26/03/2013W1250Forestry Sector

26/03/2013WRD01300152. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide assurances that the open access policy currently in operation on the Coillte 
estates will remain unchanged for the foreseeable future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8603/13]

26/03/2013WRD01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be con-
sidered for sale, Coillte Board and management have engaged with NewERA, the Department 
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of Public Expenditure and Reform and this Department to examine the financial and other 
implications of developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets. Substantial work has been 
undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, the determination of 
their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the proposed sale of 
the harvesting rights. The open access policy to which the Deputy refers is one of the issues so 
identified which requires detailed consideration.

I am aware that Coillte, as part of its management of some 442,000 hectares of the national 
forest estate, plays a significant role in the provision of forest recreational activities continuing 
a long tradition of open access to state owned forests. It is the Government’s intention that ap-
propriate provisions would be included in any sale of Coillte harvesting rights to allow for the 
maintenance of the company’s current open forest policy.  The outcome of the overall analysis 
will be considered by the Government upon its conclusion and no decision has been taken as 
yet. 

26/03/2013WRD01450Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRD01500153. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
numbers of farmers who have not being paid their REP scheme 4 payments for 2012; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14660/13]

26/03/2013WRD01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a comprehen-
sive administrative check of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Iden-
tification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.

Successive EU audits have made it absolutely clear that compliance with the Regulations 
must be strictly adhered to and that all administrative checks must be passed and eligibility 
conditions met before payment issues. As a result, my Department is obliged to ensure that 
individual payments will not issue until all aspects of a farmer’s application are in order, all 
outstanding documentation provided and all queries resolved.

There are currently a total of 30,284 participants in REPS4. To date 27,718 of these have 
been paid 100% of their 2012 REPS4 entitlement. A further 260 have been paid 75% of their 
REPS4 entitlement for 2012 and in these cases the balancing payment of 25% will be made 
shortly. 

A total of 2,306 participants have yet to receive any payment under REPS 4 for 2012 to date. 

Outstanding 2012 REPS 4 payments are largely due to unresolved queries associated with 
applications and where necessary officials in my Department will have contacted the applicants 
concerned with the intention of issuing payment as soon as possible. 

26/03/2013WRE00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Application Numbers

26/03/2013WRE00200154. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of farmers who applied under the disadvantaged areas payment scheme for 2012; 
the number who have received their payments; the number who have had their payments re-
jected; the number still under consideration, broken down on a county basis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14665/13]

26/03/2013WRE00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payments 
under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme commenced, on target, on 26 September and, to 
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date, payments worth in excess of €206 million have issued to some 94,000 farmers. Payments 
continue to issue twice weekly, as individual cases are confirmed eligible. 

Nationally, 127 applications were subject to 100% penalty, as each was received after the 
final date for receipt of applications. The governing EU regulations require that a 1% cumula-
tive penalty be applied for each working day a given application is received late, with a 100% 
penalty to be applied where the application is received more than 25 days late. The 127 cases in 
question were not covered by Force Majeure/exceptional circumstance provisions.

Given the various qualifying criteria under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, par-
ticularly in relation to minimum stocking density (both the requirement to achieve a six month 
average of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectares and also to maintain an annual average of 
0.15 livestock units per forage hectares calculated over the 12 months of the scheme year), as 
well as the need for those with equines to have their holdings appropriately registered, etc, the 
position regarding certain applicants will not be finally established for some weeks yet.

The details requested are set out in the table following.  However, with appeals ongoing and 
payments being made twice weekly, the picture continues to evolve.  

County Name Applied Paid Gross Amount
Carlow 757 705 €1,450,494.60
Cavan 4,852 4,583 €9,931,503.78
Clare 6,137 5,768 €13,904,584.07
Cork 7,122 6,676 €15,294,812.57
Donegal 8,483 7,564 €17,537,308.14
Dublin 134 116 €250,656.27
Galway 12,181 11,084 €24,019,852.04
Kerry 7,725 7,127 €17,590,883.30
Kildare 523 464 €825,918.14
Kilkenny 1,770 1,660 €3,482,666.08
Laois 1,726 1,605 €3,181,498.33
Leitrim 3,481 3,197 €7,206,877.81
Limerick 2,933 2,710 €5,362,946.80
Longford 2,391 2,262 €4,970,983.68
Louth 757 682 €1,138,097.39
Mayo 11,623 10,599 €22,678,502.36
Meath 1,354 1,259 €2,296,097.12
Monaghan 4,109 3,853 €7,648,323.36
Offaly 2,397 2,241 €4,480,912.30
Roscommon 5,746 5,382 €11,874,797.35
Sligo 4,064 3,699 €8,051,777.44
Tipperary 4,539 4,232 €9,023,773.62
Waterford 1,449 1,322 €2,709,484.74
Westmeath 2,653 2,491 €5,056,763.47
Wexford 1,432 1,274 €2,344,926.16
Wicklow 1,752 1,592 €3,878,889.29
TOTALS 102,090 94,147 €206,193,330.21
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26/03/2013WRE00350Commonage Division

26/03/2013WRE00400155. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the revised commonage plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14661/13]

26/03/2013WRE00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Commonage 
lands form an important part of the farming enterprises of many farmers, particularly along the 
West Coast. They also form an important part of the local environment from the point of view 
of bio-diversity, wildlife, amenities and economic returns e.g. tourism. However, there is a sub-
stantial risk of land abandonment as under-grazing become more of a problem. 

Under-grazing leads to an increase in ineligible land under Direct Aid and Agri-Environ-
ment Schemes and leads to risk of financial corrections being imposed by EU Commission. It 
is vital, therefore, to maintain the commonages in GAEC, or where there is under-grazing, to 
return the habitat to GAEC. It is my stated aim that this will be achieved by working with the 
farmers directly managing the lands, relevant State Agencies, the farming organisations and all 
other interested stakeholders.

I readily acknowledge that it will not be an easy task, but it is achievable if we all work in 
a co-operative basis. If action is not taken now, the areas will continue to deteriorate and will 
lead to more land abandonment. If this is allowed to happen, we will lose a valuable resource 
from the point of view of farming, rural economy, bio-diversity and wildlife. While grazing is 
the only method of managing these lands, the task facing us is how to ensure that these grazing 
levels are appropriate to the individual commonages.

In order to ensure that we achieve this objective, as already stated, we need the input of 
individual shareholders. Grazing plans, at the level of each commonage, will allow for greater 
flexibility for shareholders and will enable the active farmers to increase their stock to cater for 
dormant and inactive persons. It will be matter for agreement between the shareholders – as was 
always the case – to decide how best to reach the stocking levels. Professional assistance will be 
required, in particular where the commonage has been damaged by under-grazing.     

The Grazing Plan will have to cater the traditional farming methods for the area, with pro-
vision made for sheep and other animals, such as cattle, providing that they are appropriate to 
the habitat. An appropriate time-scale will have to be put in place but the Plan should include 
the incremental steps to achieve GAEC. The whole concept will be output driven, in that the 
assessment of the Plans will be based on whether the commonage is in GAEC or not or whether 
the appropriate progress has been achieved.  

Apart from ensuring that the Grazing Plan is valid, there are a number of other complica-
tions, including:

- Dormant shareholders – in the majority of cases, these persons are no longer farming;

-  Current claimants on the commonages, who do not farm or manage the lands. The issue of 
whether the latter claimants will continue to be eligible for payment will have to be examined.   

There are other issues that will need to be considered. These include the fact that many com-
monage habitats have been significantly damaged by under-grazing, with resulting problems 
that must be addressed including land abandonment, spread of scrub and invasive species.
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26/03/2013WRE00550Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

26/03/2013WRE00600156. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will report on any meetings he has attended concerning the proposed sale of Coillte’s har-
vesting rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15003/13]

26/03/2013WRE00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As a member 
of the Government, I have been involved in the Government meetings at which the State Asset 
Disposal programme, which includes the proposed sale of Coillte harvesting rights, have been 
considered. The outcome of one such meeting was the Government decision in February 2012 
that consideration would be given to the sale of some assets of Coillte (excluding the sale of 
land).  The exclusion of the sale of land from that process was to address the industry and pub-
lic concerns expressed to me and my colleagues and concurred with the views of Government.

A more recent cabinet meeting resulted in the decision by the Government last summer that 
a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be considered for sale.  Further to this 
decision, officials of my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
NewERA, in conjunction with Coillte, are examining the financial and other implications of 
developing the potential of Coillte’s forest assets. This work encompasses the identification of 
the forestry assets involved, the determination of their value and the consideration of a number 
of issues associated with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights. All of this work is being un-
dertaken to inform the consideration of the Government on the sale of harvesting rights.  I have 
also met with the officials involved in the consideration process and my colleague, the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to this matter.  No further decision on Coillte will 
be made until it is discussed at Cabinet.

26/03/2013WRE00750Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

26/03/2013WRE00800157. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he intends to continue with the consideration of the sale of the Coillte forest crop; the current 
state of play regarding this proposal; the estimated money that will be raised by this sale; the 
details of any cost-benefit analysis carried out on this proposed sale; his views on the recent Im-
pact and Timber Council reports on this proposal; if he intends to make public the report of the 
National Treasury Management Agency before a decision is made on this issue in order that the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and Marine can have an input in the process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14997/13]

26/03/2013WRE00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Dep-
uty is aware, further to the Government’s decision that a concession for the harvesting rights 
to Coillte’s forests be considered for sale, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its 
NewERA Unit, engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
my Department to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction. Sub-
stantial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, 
the determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with 
the proposed sale of the harvesting rights. This whole process is a very complex one and it is 
not possible at this stage to pre-empt the outcome of the analysis or to give an estimate of the 
possible net proceeds.  As I have said previously, the Government will proceed with caution in 
relation to this matter and no final decision has been taken, as yet.

As part of the process, a number of detailed financial, technical and other specialist reports 
were prepared for Coillte, by external specialist consultancy bodies, in full consultation with 



Questions - Written Answers

716

the Board of Coillte and its executive management.  As Coillte is a commercial company trad-
ing in a competitive environment, matters relating to the performance of its various businesses 
and its portfolio are commercially sensitive, and it is therefore not appropriate, at this point in 
time, to make public the analysis conducted to date.

NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department are con-
sidering the report by Peter Bacon and Associates, commissioned by IMPACT, containing an 
“Assessment of the Consequences of the proposed Sale of Coillte’s Timber Harvesting Rights – 
10 January 2013” and the report by EPS Consulting commissioned by the Irish Timber Council 
on “The impacts on the sawmill sector arising from the proposed sale of Coillte’s harvesting 
rights  ”.   Both of these reports provide useful background and insight to the concerns of the 
Coillte Unions and the Irish Timber Council, as expressed at the meetings with the respective 
groups, and contribute to the consideration process.

The analysis is ongoing as it is essential that any decision is based on the most accurate, 
comprehensive analysis possible. The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by 
the Government upon its conclusion with no further decision to be taken on Coillte until it is 
discussed at Cabinet.

26/03/2013WRE00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRE01000158. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he intends increasing the number of places on the agri-environment option scheme 3 
scheme to cover all eligible applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14666/13]

26/03/2013WRE01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the 
challenging budgetary constraints facing my Department, last year I allocated €20 million an-
nually to fund a new agri-environment scheme and on foot of this I announced the re-opening of 
the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS).  I decided on a maximum payment of €4,000 
per annum for individual applicants to allow for up to 6,500 new participants to be accepted 
into the scheme. 

I have no plans to allocate additional funding to AEOS 3 in order to extend the number of 
available places in the Scheme.

26/03/2013WRE01150Job Statistics

26/03/2013WRE01200159. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will detail the employment levels in the meat processing sector and the value of processed meat 
exports. [9062/13]

26/03/2013WRE01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Employment 
statistics for the meat processing sector are published by the CSO in its Census of Industrial 
Production (CIP). The CIP is an annual survey and the most recent available data, which relates 
to 2010, indicates that there are around 12,000 persons employed in 123 enterprises engaged in 
the processing and preserving of meat and the production of meat products. 

A sectoral breakdown of the value of Irish processed meat exports in recent years is pre-
sented tabular format below.
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Sector 2012€m 2011€m
Beef 202 169
Poultry 137 125
Pigmeat 107 80
Sheepmeat* n/a n/a
*Exports of processed sheepmeat are insignificant and are not captured in the above dataset. 

Source: Bord Bia estimates.

26/03/2013WRE01350Job Retention

26/03/2013WRE01400160. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of jobs under threat as a result of the recent horse meat/food safety scandal; and the 
steps being taken to safeguard jobs in the meat processing sector. [9061/13]

26/03/2013WRE01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Consumer 
confidence and trust is critical to preserving and securing employment throughout the Irish beef 
supply chain, including the processing stage. My chief concern since the beginning of this con-
troversy has been to fully restore consumer confidence in Irish beef products and thereby limit 
the potential impact of food fraud on employment levels in the processing industry. 

The fact that the official control system in Ireland uncovered the fraudulent mislabelling of 
certain beef products and the manner in which we have addressed the issue demonstrates that 
Ireland is at the forefront of control regimes. In time and when the issue is fully addressed at EU 
level, I am confident that our handling of the matter will ultimately enhance the quality reputa-
tion of Irish food products.

We have provided decisive leadership on the issue at European level and taken effective ac-
tion at national level with a view to reassuring consumers and safeguarding employment in the 
beef supply chain. These additional measures include: 

- A positive release programme for horsemeat destined for the food chain to run for an initial 
period of one month with a subsequent assessment to inform future policy direction;

- A DNA testing protocol agreed with the industry to check beef authenticity, over and above 
the EU DNA testing programme. I will pursue this issue in Brussels to ensure that a level play-
ing field exists as regards controls applying to EU food production; 

- I also intend to pursue at EU level the introduction of a number of changes in relation to 
labelling regulations, such as provisions covering intermediate labels and reporting of misla-
belling incidences, as well as practical steps on the use of security features and more detail on 
commercial documentation accompanying consignments of beef.

On overseas markets, I requested Bord Bia to work with the industry in explaining the facts 
of the situation in our beef markets worldwide. Bord Bia commissioned research in the do-
mestic and important export markets to gauge consumer reaction to beef mislabelling and the 
likely impact on purchasing behaviour regarding processed beef product. The findings showed 
a high level of awareness of the issue but, despite a significant decline in UK retail sales of 
frozen burgers in the latest 4-week period up to 17 February, sales of products in this category 
are expected to recover because of their affordability, convenience and ease of preparation. The 
surveys also found that international opinion of Irish beef remains positive with little associa-
tion between adulteration and Irish beef products in particular. Instead, adulteration was seen 
as affecting European processed beef generally and consequently no decline in volume sales of 
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Irish product in the fresh beef category is anticipated.

To date, apart from some temporary suspensions of operations, one beef processing plant 
has ceased operating as a result of the recent horsemeat incident. The Department of Enterprise, 
Jobs and Innovation, which maintains an early warning system for redundancies, has not re-
ceived any information to indicate that the meat processing sector is making staff redundant on 
a temporary or permanent basis. 

26/03/2013WRE01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRE01600161. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
position on the question of front-loading of single farm payments to protect the livelihood of 
the 70% of farmers who receive less than €10,000 in single farm payments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14674/13]

26/03/2013WRE01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I assume 
that the Deputy is referring to the proposal for a redistributive payment on the first hectares 
that emerged during recent negotiations between the EU Commission and the EU Council of 
Ministers on reform of the Common Agricultural Policy.  This proposal allows Member States, 
as an add-on and not an alternative, to flat rate or partial convergence, to use up to 30% of the 
national ceiling for top-up payments to farmers on hectares up to the national average farm size 
(32 hectares in Ireland) or up to 30 hectares.

I am open to considering whether it would be of benefit to Ireland to avail of this option.  
However, I do not believe we should rush a decision on this option.  The agreement last week 
established a Council position for opening negotiations with the European Parliament on this 
and all other elements of CAP reform.  Many elements of that agreement may be changed in 
the course of these negotiations and we need to see the final outcome on all aspects of the direct 
payments regime before we can take informed decisions on what is the best course for Ireland. 
I will of course consult widely before taking any decisions on this matter.  

26/03/2013WRE01750Sugar Quotas Abolition

26/03/2013WRE01800162. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will be supporting as President of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, the abolition of sugar 
quotas; the current position on this proposal; the attitude of the Commission and the EU Parlia-
ment to it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14648/13]

26/03/2013WRE01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I strongly 
support the abolition of sugar quotas at an early stage.  The EU Commission’s proposal was to 
abandon quotas from September 2015.  In discussions at the Council of Agriculture Ministers, 
it emerged that Member States were deeply divided on the issue between a group of Member 
States, including Ireland, who favoured early abolition and another group who wished to extend 
quotas to 2020 and beyond.  As President of the Council, I made a compromise proposal, that 
garnered the support of a large majority of Member States, to extend the quota regime for a 
further two years until 30 September 2017.  

The European Parliament is in favour of extending quotas to 2020.  The Council is now well 
placed to enter into trilogue discussions between the EU Commission and the Parliament on the 
future of sugar quotas in the EU.
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26/03/2013WRE01950Animal Slaughtering Numbers

26/03/2013WRE02000163. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of lambs and sheep from Northern Ireland and Britain respectively that have been 
slaughtered in factories in this jurisdiction in each month since March 2011; the systems in 
place to record such slaughtering to ensure traceability of all sheep and lambs slaughtered; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14734/13]

26/03/2013WRE02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Details re-
garding number of sheep from Northern Ireland slaughtered in plants approved by my Depart-
ment since March 2011 are given in the Table below. These figures are based on weekly returns 
made by sheep slaughtering plants. Plants are not asked to provide returns in respect of the 
number of sheep slaughtered that originated in Britain or elsewhere as the numbers involved 
are negligible.

I wish to reassure the Deputy that all sheep entering a slaughter plant (regardless of origin) 
are accompanied with a Food Chain Information (FCI) document which, among other details, 
indicates their origin, who supplied them, number of sheep in the consignment and the sheep 
individual ear tag identification numbers. Traceability systems in sheep slaughter houses ensure 
that all carcases of sheep slaughtered can be traced back to this FCI document by attaching a 
label which has a carcase number or the sheep identification number attached. 

 Sheep from Northern ireland Slaughtered at DEPARTMENT Approved Premises by 
month from Mar 2011 to Feb 2013

2011

Month Lambs & hoggets Ewes & Rams Total
march 28,699 2,561 31,260
April 24,524 3,322 27,846
may 24,513 2,218 26,731
June 31,812 1,962 33,774
July 39,813 2,134 41,947
August 46,592 4,755 51,347
september 41,146 3,999 45,145
October 43,723 2,914 46,637
november 42,836 3,325 46,161
December 35,295 2,426 37,721

2012

Month Lambs & Hoggets Ewes & Rams Total
January 33,223 2,135 35,358
February 26,083 1,993 28,076
march 24,012 1,380 25,392
April 20,169 1,616 21,785
may 19,098 2,274 21,372
June 22,960 1,604 24,564
July 28,880 1,540 30,420
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Month Lambs & Hoggets Ewes & Rams Total
August 37,259 2,201 39,460
september 40,387 1,654 42,041
October 46,434 3,228 49,662
november 43,798 4,845 48,643
December 39,147 3,073 42,220
2013

Month Lambs & Hoggets Ewes & Rams Total
January 47,954 5,299 53,253
February 40,661 5,629 46,290

26/03/2013WRE02150Undocumented Irish in the USA

26/03/2013WRE02200164. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Taoiseach if he discussed the plight of the undocu-
mented Irish in the US with President Obama and senior American politicians during his visit 
to Washington; if any progress was made; the outcome of these discussions; the persons that 
attended these meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14631/13]

26/03/2013WRE02300The Taoiseach: During my visit to Washington last week, I raised the prospects for compre-
hensive immigration reform in my engagements with senior political figures including President 
Obama, Vice President Biden, Speaker Boehner, and Senators McCain, Leahy and Schumer. 
The Tánaiste, who accompanied me to most of these meetings, also raised this issue in his other 
political engagements in Washington.

President Obama, Vice-President Biden and the other senior political figures acknowledged 
the importance of immigration reform including its significance for Ireland and the Irish com-
munity, and committed to continuing their efforts to advance progress on the issue. Based on 
my engagements during my visit to the US, I am hopeful that a resolution can be reached that 
will favourably address the situation of the undocumented Irish in the United States.

Through our Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American community 
representatives, the Tánaiste and the Government will continue to engage with our contacts in 
the US Administration and Congress, with a view to ensuring that the interests and concerns 
of undocumented Irish immigrants are reflected in any future legislative deal in this area that 
emerges as well as looking to advance the development of suitable mechanisms that could en-
able future flows of legal migration from Ireland to the United States.

Issues regarding the Irish abroad including the position of undocumented Irish immigrants 
in the United States are primarily the responsibility of the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, who leads the Government’s efforts to resolve the situation for undocumented 
Irish immigrants in ongoing contacts at both political and diplomatic level with the US Admin-
istration and Congress. Therefore specific questions on this topic should be addressed to the 
Tánaiste in the first instance.

26/03/2013WRE02350Information and Communications Technology Issues

26/03/2013WRE02400165. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach the progress made within his Department 
on phasing out the use of LoCall 1890 numbers that can be extremely expensive when dialled 
from mobile phones and introducing 076 number, which generally included in tariff bundles 
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provided by most mobile network operators and are charged at the same rate as national calls, 
in view of the fact that the number of mobile phones exceed the number of landlines; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14632/13]

26/03/2013WRE02500166. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if he has considered the use of, or imple-
mented, integrated voice response systems in his Department’s phone systems or in the phone 
systems of agencies within his remit; if the staff and salary cost savings which might arise have 
been assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14633/13]

26/03/2013WRE02600167. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Taoiseach if his Department has given any consid-
eration to the use of telephony switchboard services that are shared with other Department or 
other public bodies in order to reduce costs and increase call handling capacity; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14634/13]

26/03/2013WRE02700The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 165 to 167, inclusive, together.

My Department operates one LoCall 1890 number at present.  An upgrade of the telephone 
technology in my Department is currently underway as part of a shared service agreement with 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  It is expected that the LoCall 1890 num-
ber will be changed to an 076 number when the upgrade is completed in due course.

Incoming calls to the National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO), which 
is the only agency under the aegis of my Department, are dealt with by a “hunt group”, where 
calls are received by a small number of administrative staff who perform the service as part of 
their overall duties.  I am satisfied that the arrangement provides an efficient service and that the 
use of an integrated voice response system would not give rise to any additional savings to the 
considerable savings already achieved by NESDO over the past 5 years.  

The nature of telephone calls to my Department are diverse and broad ranging and it is con-
sidered that the business needs are such that there is a requirement for suitable on-site switch-
board operator services to appropriately manage all calls and enquiries received.  This situation 
will be kept under review and any opportunities for savings will be explored.

26/03/2013WRE02750Presidential Reports

26/03/2013WRE02800168. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Taoiseach if he received a copy of the Being Young 
and Irish – Take Charge of Change report from the Office of the President, Áras an Uachtaráin 
as part of President Higgins series of seminars with young persons here which took place in 
Dublin, Galway, Monaghan and Cork in 2012; if he has noted the Take Charge of Change dec-
laration made by the participants; the steps he has taken arising out of the report’s findings in 
order to achieve young person’s vision for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14635/13]

26/03/2013WRE02900The Taoiseach: I received a copy of the executive summary of the Being Young and Irish 
2012 - Take Charge of Change Report and I have noted its contents with interest.  I have also 
noted with interest the declaration prepared by the participants who attended the seminar in 
Áras an Uachtaráin in November last.  The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Ms Frances 
Fitzgerald T.D., and a number of senior officials from Government Departments were present 
for the seminar.

Many of the themes identified in the Report are also covered in the Programme for Gov-
ernment and as the Deputy will be aware, the Government recently published a Report on the 
substantial progress made by the Government since 2011 in implementing the Programme.
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26/03/2013WRE02950Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRE03000169. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide in tabular form 
a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill if non-commercial State agency 
pay were capped at €100,000. [15970/13]

26/03/2013WRE03100The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) is the 
only State Agency under the aegis of my Department.  The NESDO was established under the 
NESDO Act 2006 and is the body corporate for the National Economic and Social Council 
(NESC).  

Three staff members have salaries in excess of €100,000. If individual salaries were capped 
at €100,000, the annual savings to the public sector pay bill would be €53,955.

26/03/2013WRE03150Diplomatic Representation

26/03/2013WRE03200170. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has made representations regarding the detention and treatment of Bahraini nationals by 
their own Government, in particular the treatment of some Bahraini doctors; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14900/13]

26/03/2013WRE03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I re-
main very concerned about the overall political and human rights situation in Bahrain.  I have 
repeatedly called on the Bahraini Government to demonstrate its commitment to upholding 
human rights and to implement in full the recommendations of the Bahraini International Com-
mission of Inquiry. The Commission has made specific recommendations which set out the 
way forward for Bahrain in terms of commitments in the areas of political dialogue, rule of 
law, human rights, and refraining from excessive violence. I am particularly concerned that the 
Bahraini authorities ensure that fundamental rights in relation to freedom of expression, and 
peaceful assembly and association, are fully respected.    I have made clear in this House on a 
number of occasions my view that all charges against the medical professionals should have 
been dropped. Given the great concerns and doubts which have surrounded the case of the med-
ics from the start, and particularly in light of the well-documented reports of ill-treatment to 
which many of those originally detained were subject, it is my view that the Bahraini Govern-
ment should consider exercising clemency and releasing the imprisoned medical professionals. 
This would also be very much in the wider interests of promoting urgently needed reconcilia-
tion within Bahrain.

At the same time, I welcome the fact that there has been some progress in relation to politi-
cal dialogue with the main opposition parties agreeing to meet with the Bahraini government 
within a process of national dialogue, which re-commenced last month. It is important that all 
sides engage constructively in this dialogue, with a view to furthering reconciliation and reform 
within Bahrain.    

I have conveyed our concerns on human rights issues at every suitable opportunity with the 
Bahraini authorities and will continue to do so. Officials in my Department also regularly con-
vey these serious concerns to the Bahraini Ambassador in London; and Ireland’s Ambassador 
in Riyadh, who is accredited to Bahrain, has raised these issues directly with the authorities 
there on every appropriate occasion, including most recently with the Foreign Minister while 
the Ambassador was in Bahrain over the St. Patrick’s Day period. 
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26/03/2013WRE03350Living City Initiative

26/03/2013WRE03400171. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the way 
small to medium traders who rent premises adjacent to or in historic quarters could participate 
in the Living City Initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14679/13]

26/03/2013WRE03500172. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered that 
a broadening of the Living City Initiative to include building types other than those specified 
could enhance and drive the regeneration process in Counties Limerick and Waterford; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14680/13]

26/03/2013WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 171 
and 172 together.

Finance Bill 2013 includes a section on the Living City Initiative which proposes to intro-
duce a scheme of tax incentives focusing on the regeneration of the historic centres of some of 
our main cities. The scheme which will be introduced by Ministerial order, will apply in the first 
instance on a pilot basis to specified regeneration areas in Waterford and Limerick.

My Department has prepared an information note on this incentive which was published on 
the Department’s website on 13 February last. The historic centres of some of our cities have 
suffered for a long time from gradual depopulation and the relocation of family homes and 
businesses to the suburbs, particularly during the period of the Celtic Tiger. These centres have 
also suffered greatly from the general economic downturn of the past few years. While I am not 
suggesting that this scheme is capable on its own of reversing that trend, I am convinced that it 
has a part to play. 

The particular focus of the scheme is as follows: to encourage people back to the centres of 
Irish cities to live in historical buildings, in particular Georgian houses; and to encourage the 
regeneration of the retail heartland of central city business districts.

I indicated in my budget speech in December last year that I would examine proposals for a 
targeted incentive for already identified regeneration areas. The tax relief that will apply under 
this scheme will operate for five years from the date of commencement. However, it is my in-
tention that before it begins, the scheme will be subject to an ex ante   cost benefit analysis and, 
subject to a positive outcome from the analysis, I will seek EU approval under State Aid rules 
for this initiative to be commenced for Limerick and Waterford cities. 

There are two strands to the scheme. The first involves a tax relief for the refurbishment 
or conversion of Georgian houses for residential purposes. The relief will only apply to owner 
occupiers and not for rented residential accommodation. It is not a section 23 provision, which 
was relief for investors. 

The second strand is a scheme of accelerated industrial buildings allowances for the con-
version and refurbishment of retail premises although other business services will also be al-
lowed where the premises is a Georgian building. In such cases the commercial element will 
be confined to the ground floor or basement with a residential element upstairs. The allowance 
is at a rate of 15% per annum for six years and 10% in year seven and is subject to the normal 
balancing charges of allowances if disposed of within that time period. I have not yet decided 
on the exact boundaries of the regeneration areas in these cities but I will be consulting with my 
Government colleagues and the relevant local authorities beforehand before I make any final 
decision.

I hope these reliefs will help to restore some of these inner city areas to their former glory. 
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The prevalence of Georgian houses is a particular characteristic of the built environment of 
many Irish cities. While some of these Georgian buildings have fallen into a state of disrepair 
and dereliction, my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and I have been 
exploring ways in which to promote and support the regeneration of these city centres. This 
pilot scheme is a targeted initiative which is aimed specifically at Georgian areas and I do not 
intend to go beyond this at this stage. 

The reliefs I am introducing are an attempt to encourage people back into the cities to raise 
their families and if possible to operate their businesses from there. It will not be possible to 
revitalise these inner city areas without this happening. Pobal, the State agency that supports lo-
cal communities, has developed a sophisticated index which measures deprivation in different 
local areas across Ireland. Taking into account the deprivation statistics from the 2011 census, 
both Limerick and Waterford scored as the most disadvantaged of our major cities. Furthermore 
unemployment rates in these cities are also the highest, significantly worse than the national 
average. Both have their own unique problems regarding unemployment and social problems 
and for these reasons I have selected them alone for the pilot phase of this initiative.

26/03/2013WRF00150Departmental Staff Numbers

26/03/2013WRF00200173. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will guarantee that 
the core clerical officers who will now need to be redeployed within or from Revenue, follow-
ing the recent Conciliation and Arbitration Board decision to allow Revenue outsource to the 
private sector a contract for call centre work to the value of €4.9 million, will not be required to 
travel more than 45km from their homes when taking up their new positions. [14792/13]

26/03/2013WRF00300174. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the number of public 
sector workers who will need to be redeployed within or from Revenue following the recent 
Conciliation and Arbitration Board decision to allow Revenue outsource to the private sector 
a contract for call centre work to the value of €4.9 million; if the workers will be redeployed 
within Revenue; if he will provide a breakdown of the personnel allocated to each grade af-
fected and the total annual pay of the workers affected. [14793/13]

26/03/2013WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 
and 174 together. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that no member of their staff is to be rede-
ployed, transferred or moved as a result of the outsourcing of an element of the call service for 
Local Property Tax (LPT).  The use of an external service provider has arisen in the context of 
additional work associated with the roll out of a new tax.  The outsourcing of peak call handling 
in respect of the LPT will ensure that skilled Revenue staff can continue to provide the neces-
sary customer service to meet their long term, on-going demands and commitments in relation 
to the strategic priority of maintaining and improving levels of tax and duty compliance.

The €4.9 million figure quoted by the Deputy does not represent the estimate of the cost of 
the outsourced call centre service.  This figure was Revenue’s initial estimate of the total cost of 
providing a telephone call service using both internal and external resources.  The nature of the 
contract is that the external cost will depend on the volume of calls handled, but I am informed 
by the Revenue Commissioners that it is expected to be very much lower than the figure quoted 
by the Deputy.

The proposal to address the simpler LPT queries through the outsourcing of limited call 
services offers a flexible, scalable response to an unpredictable demand.  It will also provide 
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assurance that the introduction of LPT will not damage Revenue’s overall capacity to deliver 
for the Exchequer and for the Irish people, an important consideration at any time and vital in 
the current economic circumstances.

26/03/2013WRF00425Tax Reliefs Application

26/03/2013WRF00500175. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the con-
cerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the reimbursement of medical ex-
penses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15071/13]

26/03/2013WRF00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Income tax relief in respect of health ex-
penses is allowable in accordance with section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  This 
legislation provides for tax relief for health expenses incurred in the provision of health care.  
Health care is defined for the purposes of that legislation as the prevention, diagnosis, allevia-
tion or treatment of an ailment, injury, infirmity, defect or disability and includes care received 
by a woman in respect of pregnancy.  Health care does not include routine ophthalmic or dental 
treatment.  The section provides that tax relief must be either for the costs of the services of a 
practitioner, defined as a person registered on the register established under the Medical Prac-
titioners Act 2007, or diagnostic procedures carried out on the advice of a practitioner, which 
includes “physiotherapy or similar treatment prescribed by a practitioner”.  Eligibility for tax 
relief is limited to expenses relating to treatment considered necessary and appropriate by a 
qualified practitioner.

Section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 consolidated all previous legislation per-
taining to relief for health expenses, in particular section 12 of Finance Act 1967 which intro-
duced the relief in the first instance.  This section also required that physiotherapy or similar 
treatment be prescribed by a practitioner before qualifying for relief.  This requirement has, 
therefore, been part of the qualifying criteria since the introduction of relief for health expenses 
and I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that guidance and instructions to staff have 
remained unchanged in this regard.

For 2010 the cost of tax relief for health expenses was €127 million and was availed of by 
368,000 individuals who had sufficient income to benefit from a claim.  There is no specific 
breakdown in these figures of the costs related to physiotherapy.

If self-referral for physiotherapy were allowed, an estimate of the additional cost would be 
unquantifiable, but, undoubtedly, it would increase the overall cost of health expenses relief to 
the Exchequer.  While the Government supports measures to lower the cost of medical treat-
ment which should in turn lower the costs of health care provision by the State, an extension of 
the relief along the lines proposed would inevitably lead to calls for other treatments to simi-
larly qualify for relief, which would greatly increase the overall cost of the scheme.

I would point out that this issue was raised during the debates in the Seanad on Finance Bill 
2013 during which I agreed to re-examine the matter during the course of this year.

26/03/2013WRF00650Retail Sector

26/03/2013WRF00700176. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible to ascertain 
the profits earned by foreign retailers operating here; and if he will distinguish between the ele-
ment that remains here and that which is repatriated abroad. [14697/13]
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26/03/2013WRF00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the relevant information available is the total amount of gross trading profits 
returned by all companies trading in the retail sector and referenced under NACE Codes 4711 
to 4799 and also code 4532.  This includes retail sales of motor vehicles.  The available infor-
mation is derived from corporation tax returns for the year 2010, the latest year for which the 
necessary detailed information is available.  The gross trading profits returned by companies 
with these NACE codes was €2.4 billion for 2010.

The sector identifier used on the tax records is based on the 4 digit “NACE code (Rev. 2)” 
which is an internationally recognised economic activity code system.  The NACE codes are 
not essential for the assessment and collection of taxes and duties and the correct allocation and 
maintenance of these codes is subject to the limit of available resources. NACE code classifica-
tions on tax records are compiled by reference to the primary area of economic activity reported 
by individual and corporate taxpayers on their own behalf and the taxes collected are allocated 
to those codes without reference to the precise economic activity which generated them.  While 
the accuracy of the NACE codes on tax records is sufficient to underpin broad sector-based 
analyses there will undoubtedly be some inaccuracies at individual level.  This should be borne 
in mind when considering the information provided.  The sector identified for this reply repre-
sents the closest equivalents in the NACE code system to the sector mentioned in the question.

I am also informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is not currently possible to sepa-
rately identify from their records the amount of these profits that relate to foreign owned com-
panies nor to identify the amount of these profits that are repatriated abroad.

The CSO has recently broken down economic activity by foreign-owned multinational sec-
tors and indigenous - http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/econ-
omy/2011/fmeos20062011.pdf.  The threshold for inclusion in the foreign-owned category is 
if 85 per cent or more of the turnover for the sector is accounted for by foreign-owned multi-
nationals.  For Ireland this includes software, chemicals and some other sectors, but not retail.

On the issue of profits, it is assumed that foreign-owned retailers generally repatriate profits 
abroad. However in net terms some profits will remain in Ireland, to the extent that shareholders 
of these firms are Irish residents.

26/03/2013WRF00850Home Repossession Rate

26/03/2013WRF00900177. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if any consideration has been 
given to the extension by banks of the moratorium on repossessions to a period longer than 12 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14714/13]

26/03/2013WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that under the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA), where a borrower co-
operates with a lender, the lender must wait at least 12 months before applying to the courts 
to commence legal action for repossession.  This 12-month moratorium is intended to provide 
co-operating borrowers with the necessary time to agree an alternative repayment arrangement 
with their lender.  It commences 31 days after arrears have first arisen on a mortgage account 
and excludes any time period during which:

the borrower is complying with the terms of any alternative repayment arrangement; 

the borrower can consider whether he/she wishes to appeal a decision of the Arrears Support 
Unit; 
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an appeal by the borrower is being processed by the lender’s Appeals Board; 

and a complaint from the borrower is being processed by the Financial Services Ombuds-
man.

Under the CCMA, there are two scenarios that affect the application of the 12-month mora-
torium:

1.  Where a lender has complied with the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) 
and offered an alternative repayment arrangement to the borrower, the 12-month moratorium 
does not continue to apply if the borrower declines the arrangement offered.  A lender must, 
however, allow for the borrower’s right of appeal to the lender’s internal Appeals Board and to 
refer the appeal to the Financial Services Ombudsman.

2. Where a lender has deemed a borrower’s mortgage to be unsustainable and declined to 
offer an arrangement, that lender must wait for whatever period of time remains on the morato-
rium before commencing legal action.  This allows such borrowers some time to consider their 
situation and to make alternative arrangements.

In relation to 1 above, and in the context of the new Personal Insolvency Act, the Central 
Bank is now proposing that a lender should be required to give a 30-day notice period, before 
commencing legal action, to a borrower who has declined an arrangement.  This would allow 
the borrower a period of time to consider his or her options, particularly whether to consult a 
Personal Insolvency Practitioner.

In relation to 2 above, the Central Bank is seeking views on whether the 12-month morato-
rium should continue to apply where a lender has deemed a mortgage to be unsustainable (bear-
ing in mind that the time remaining will vary, depending on the length of time a lender has taken 
to assess a borrower’s case).  Or whether the 30 day notice period outlined above, is a sufficient 
alternative period of time for a borrower to consider his or her options in this circumstance.

The Central Bank has commenced a consultation process on the “Review of the Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears” (CP63).  Submissions should be emailed to the Bank on or be-
fore 10 April 2013.  Full details are available on www.centralbank.ie.

26/03/2013WRF01050Banking Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRF01100178. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on the Mercer Report and his response to that report and if he will take into account the extra 
workload of staff due to reduced numbers of staff and additional tasks; the impact on workers’ 
income from other factors including having to pay higher pension contributions and the wip-
ing out of the value of bank shares previously part of the remuneration package and the need 
to protect the pay of those workers on the lower and middle salary scale; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14727/13]

26/03/2013WRF01200184. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding pay cuts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14807/13]

26/03/2013WRF01300191. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on a submission 
(details supplied) regarding pay levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14891/13]

26/03/2013WRF01400209. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine the plea on 
behalf of frontline staff (details supplied) regarding the Mercer Report; his views on whether 
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these workers are being discriminated against in contrast to persons such as the CEO, Bank of 
Ireland and other senior bank executives in State-supported institutions who are on huge sala-
ries, bonuses, pensions and so on, in some cases up to €1 million; if he will clarify that his inten-
tion is not to penalise frontline staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15091/13]

26/03/2013WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 178, 
184, 191 and 209 together.

When publishing the Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the Covered 
Institutions, on 12 March 2013, I indicated that the Government had formed the view that with 
the remaining covered institutions still incurring losses it was an inescapable conclusion that 
the cost base of the institutions needs to be reduced further.  This is essential if they are to return 
to profitability, be in a position to support the economy and repay the State’s investment through 
a return to private ownership.

On behalf of the Government, I have now directed the banks to come up with plans as to 
how they intend to address this issue in a manner that can help meet the State’s objectives.  I 
expect the value of those plans to mean a saving of 6% - 10% of total remuneration costs, 
through reductions in payroll and pension benefits, new working arrangements and structures 
that deliver efficiency gains. 

This point is reinforced in the correspondence supplied by the Deputies where it is asserted 
that even a target reduction of 6% to 10% in remuneration will not by itself impact significantly 
on losses now occurring at the covered institutions.  If appropriate action is not taken on this 
front in a timely manner then bank workers will be facing much more unpalatable measures 
than now proposed.  Tackling the cost base is of course only one of many goals that need to be 
achieved but combined with other measures will deliver the required results. 

I would point out in this context that redundancies at the covered institutions have been 
achieved to date on a voluntary basis on negotiated terms.  The effect on employee entitlements 
arising out of the liquidation of IBRC will serve as a sharp reminder to all sides of the fraught 
environment in which the banks and the country are operating.

I, and the Government, acknowledge that the sacrifices and changes made by bank employ-
ees to date at all levels and recognise that this has been achieved without major industrial unrest 
in what is a critically important sector.  However, it can never be forgotten by management and 
employees of these banks – both past and present – that without enormous cost to Irish taxpay-
ers these institutions would not have survived and that this needs to be borne in mind during 
future discussions.  If remuneration costs are to be reduced with the aim of a return to profit-
ability then sacrifices at all employees levels will be required.

26/03/2013WRF01550Bank Deposits Levy

26/03/2013WRF01600179. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance , in view of the statement by his 
Department welcoming the Cypriot bailout, if he will outline the elements he welcomes and if 
it includes the levy on small depositors; the arguments he put forward against the levy on small 
depositors at the meeing; the discussions, if any, that have been held with the troika on such 
a levy here, now or in the past; if he will support such a levy were it to be suggested for other 
countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14745/13]

26/03/2013WRF01700180. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will guarantee that de-
posits under €100,000 in Irish banks will not be subject to a deposit levy; his position on the 
circumstances in another Eurozone country (details supplied) where a deposit levy has been 
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imposed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14746/13]

26/03/2013WRF01800188. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his views of the proposal 
to take money from Cypriot deposit accounts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14867/13]

26/03/2013WRF01900227. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will explain his deci-
sion to welcome the Cypriot loan deal as proposed; his views on whether it is acceptable to 
levy depositors in a banking crisis but leave senior bondholders untouched; if he put forward 
any alternative solutions to the levying of depositors, particularly depositors under €100,000; 
if any discussions have been held regarding this being a potential avenue for Ireland either in 
the past, or in the future; and if he will confirm that he is still committed to guaranteeing the 
first €100,000 of a depositor’s account in the event of a bank collapsing or needing new capital. 
[15319/13]

26/03/2013WRF02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179, 
180, 188 and 227 together. 

In answer to media queries, my Department commented that the “agreement of the Pro-
gramme of Assistance for Cyprus is to be welcomed.”  Following many months of uncertainty 
and negotiations in Cyprus and the Eurozone, the fact that an Agreement was reached between 
the Cypriot Authorities and the Troika was an important step to stabilise the Cypriot banking 
system and economy.  At that time, my Department did not give any comment on the specific 
measures the Cypriot Government had agreed with the Troika.

The structure of the levy of deposits was proposed by the Cypriot authorities.  The Euro-
group made its views clear to the Cypriot authorities that small depositors should be treated 
differently from large depositors.  To reinforce this point; the Eurogroup reaffirmed that EU 
law guarantees deposits up to €100,000 per customer, per bank in the event of a bank failure.  
On 16th March, the Cypriot Government proposed a once-off levy on all bank accounts in 
Cyprus.  The Eurogroup advised against this proposal, but it recognised that fiscal measures 
such as taxes and levies are matters for individual member states, whether in a programme of 
assistance of not.

As the Deputies are aware the terms of the bailout agreed for Cypriot banks have now 
changed in the sense that a levy will now no longer be applied to depositors with deposits of 
€100,000 or less.  Deposits equal to or less than €100,000 will be fully  protected and there will 
not be a system-wide levy. In addition, the Cypriot authorities have agreed that senior bond-
holders will share fully in the costs of bank resolution.

I can confirm that this Government fully adheres to the EU policy of guaranteeing deposits 
of up to €100,000 per customer, per bank and would be against imposing a levy on guaranteed 
savings of under €100,000 as this would in itself undermine the nature of the guarantee.  I can 
also confirm that discussions on a levy never arose with the Troika.

While there is a Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) on deposits, this applies only to 
interest earned and does not impact on the guaranteed deposit under €100,000.  DIRT is a com-
mon form of tax, which ensures that the income earned on deposits, like other income, is subject 
to tax.

26/03/2013WRF02050Mortgage Arrears Proposals

26/03/2013WRF02100181. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that the 
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residential mortgage customers of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in special liquidation will 
continue to enjoy the protection of the Central Bank code of conduct on mortgage arrears and 
other protections in Irish consumer law for the duration of their mortgage; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14747/13]

26/03/2013WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Special Liq-
uidators that the residential mortgage customers of IBRC (in Special Liquidation) continue to 
enjoy the protection of the Central Bank Code of Conduct on mortgage arrears and other protec-
tions in Irish consumer law.  The Special Liquidators are currently devising and implementing a 
sale process in relation to the mortgage portfolio and while it is too early to determine who the 
ultimate purchasers may be I am advised that the Central Bank Code of Conduct applies to all 
regulated entities operating in the State with the exception of credit unions.

26/03/2013WRF02250Illicit Trade in Tobacco

26/03/2013WRF02300182. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the amount of revenue the State lost last year as a result of the importation of illegal 
tobacco and tobacco products; if he will consider increasing the fine for this offence as a mea-
sure to curb the amount of illegal importing taking place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14757/13]

26/03/2013WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that determining the extent of any illicit black market activity and the losses that it 
causes to the Exchequer is problematic, and that any estimates of such losses need to be viewed 
with caution.  I understand that a survey in respect of 2011 carried out for the Revenue Commis-
sioners and the Health Services Executive found that some 770 million illicit cigarettes were 
consumed in the State.  This would indicate a loss of the order of €258 million, in excise duty 
and VAT, in that year.  A similar survey was undertaken in 2012 and the final results are being 
compiled at present.

The Revenue Commissioners are conscious that, in addition to the loss of tax revenues, the 
illicit tobacco trade poses a threat to legitimate businesses and to the Government’s policy of 
discouraging smoking.  Taking action against this illegal activity is, therefore, a high priority for 
them.  Their programme of action resulted in the seizure of over 95 million cigarettes and 5,276 
kilograms of tobacco in 2012, and 132 convictions were secured during the year in respect of 
the smuggling or sale of illicit cigarettes or tobacco.

The penalty in the case of a summary conviction for either the smuggling of tobacco prod-
ucts or the illegal sale of unstamped tobacco products is a fine of €5,000 or a term of imprison-
ment not exceeding 12 months, or both a fine and a term of imprisonment. 

The fines that may be imposed where a person is convicted on indictment of a tobacco-
related offence were increased substantially by the Finance Act 2010. In the case of a convic-
tion on indictment for smuggling, a fine not exceeding €126,970 or, where the value of the 
goods concerned is greater than €250,000, an amount not exceeding three times their value, 
may be imposed.  A term of imprisonment not exceeding 5 years may be imposed instead of, or 
in addition to, a fine.  Where a conviction on indictment occurs in respect of the illegal sale of 
unstamped products, the Court may impose a fine not exceeding €126,970, or a term of impris-
onment of up to 5 years, or a fine and imprisonment.

The specific penalty to be imposed in a particular case is a matter for the Courts. Section 
130(3) of the Finance Act 2001 permits a trial judge, in his or her discretion, to mitigate a fine 
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incurred for an offence under excise law, provided that the amount so mitigated is not greater 
than 50% of the amount of the fine.

I consider that the maximum fines available are sufficiently high at present, having been 
raised to the current levels in 2010.  The penalty imposed by the Court in any particular case is 
a matter entirely for the Court. In general, the level of penalty applied appears to be well below 
the maximum provided for in law.

26/03/2013WRF02450Tax Code

26/03/2013WRF02500183. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether the total 
exemption from CAT on inter-spousal gifts under s70/71 CATCA 2003 remains appropriate, in 
view of the high profile instances in which it has been abused by certain individual borrowers 
to frustrate the claims of creditors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14778/13]

26/03/2013WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that a number of exemp-
tions and relief’s from CAT are provided for in CAT legislation.  In accordance with the law 
in most common law jurisdictions, a complete exemption from CAT is available in relation to 
gifts and inheritances transferring between spouses.  Section 70 CATCA 2003 provides that a 
gift taken by a donee who is at the date of the gift the spouse or civil partner of the disponer 
is exempt from tax and is not taken into account in computing tax.  Section 71 CATCA 2003 
similarly provides that an inheritance taken by a donee who is at the date of the inheritance the 
spouse or civil partner of the disponer is exempt from tax and is not taken into account in com-
puting tax.  Under CATA 1976 as originally enacted, no exemption was provided for spouses 
or surviving spouses.  In many cases, a surviving spouse inheriting a relatively small estate 
comprising of the family home, a widow’s pension and other rights derived from a deceased 
husband was subject to CAT.  Accordingly, with effect from 30 January 1985, all inheritances 
taken by a spouse from another spouse are exempt from tax. Gifts between spouses are exempt 
from tax since 31 January 1990.

These inheritance and gift tax exemptions were extended to civil partners as respects a gift 
or inheritance between civil partners taken on or after 1 January 2011.

The result is that CAT is not now charged on any transfers between spouses or civil partners 
either by way of gift or inheritance. CAT is effectively postponed until assets are passed on to 
the next generation.

The principle issue raised in the Deputy’s question is a possible avoidance of debt as op-
posed to an avoidance of tax.  I do not believe that amendments to the sections referred to by 
the Deputy would deal with the issue raised.

More generally in the context of insolvency, both the Bankruptcy Act and the new Personal 
Insolvency Act contain provisions and offences regarding actions by a debtor who seeks to 
fraudulently or illegally deprive or defeat the legitimate rights of creditors.

  Question No. 184 answered with Question No. 178.

26/03/2013WRF02750Tax Code

26/03/2013WRF02800185. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a refund of income tax 
paid is applicable in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14833/13]
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26/03/2013WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that they have contacted the person concerned and arranged to have the neces-
sary details submitted to enable reviews to be dealt with for 2011 and 2012.

26/03/2013WRF02950Mortgage Arrears Proposals

26/03/2013WRF03000186. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if a lender (details supplied) 
will be included as one of the main lenders being set targets by the Central Bank to tackle the 
mortgage arrears problem as announced last week; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14838/13]

26/03/2013WRF03100187. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of lend-
ers that will be set targets by the Central Bank to tackle the mortgage arrears crisis as announced 
last week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14839/13]

26/03/2013WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186 
and 187 together.

The Deputy will be aware that on 13 March 2013 the Central Bank announced new mea-
sures to address mortgage arrears, including the publication of performance targets for the main 
mortgage banks.  The targets are set in relation to both Principal Dwelling Homes and Buy to 
Let mortgages.  The new approach is aimed at ensuring that banks offer and conclude sustain-
able solutions for their customers in arrears by setting specific performance targets and propos-
ing revisions to provisioning standards.

Performance targets have been set for: ACC; AIB; Bank of Ireland; KBC Bank; Permanent 
TSB; and Ulster Bank. 

The Central Bank has advised that these institutions cover the vast majority of the mortgage 
book in Ireland, accounting for around 90% of mortgages held, and that it will examine whether 
it should extend the targets to sub-prime lenders in due course.

  Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 179.

26/03/2013WRF03350Property Taxation Exemptions

26/03/2013WRF03400189. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a query 
(details supplied) regarding the local property tax. [14872/13]

26/03/2013WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The enactment of the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 on 13 March introduced a number of amendments to the 
original Act, which includes relief for properties adapted for use by disabled persons.  I would 
like to clarify that qualifying for this relief does not confer on the property an exemption from 
the charge to Local Property Tax.  Section 15A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
(as amended) provides for a reduction in the market value of a residential property that has 
been adapted for occupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-aided by 
a local authority.  The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her sole or 
main residence after the adaptation is completed.  The reduction in value is limited to the lesser 
of the chargeable value attributable to the adaptation work carried out on the property and the 
maximum grant payable under the relevant local authority scheme.  The relief ends on the sale 
or transfer of a property that has been adapted, unless the person with the disability continues 
to reside in the property.
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I would like to clarify that a person who adapted a home before 2001 is not excluded from 
this relief.  The relief is dependent on local authority grant aid being paid under S.I. 607 of 
2001.  However, this particular set of regulations covers adaptation work carried out on or after 
1 March 1993 and on foot of applications received by a local authority up to 1 November 2007 
at which stage S.I. 670 of 2007 came into effect.  Thus, all houses which were grant aided in 
respect of adaptations in the last 20 years or so could potentially qualify for a measure of relief 
under section 15A.

26/03/2013WRG00150Property Taxation Exemptions

26/03/2013WRG00200190. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance his plans to exempt pensioners 
from paying the property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14873/13]

26/03/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government agreed with the rec-
ommendation of the “Thornhill Group” (the inter-Departmental Group, chaired by Dr Don 
Thornhill, which considered the structures and modalities of a property tax) that a universal li-
ability to the Local Property Tax (LPT) should apply to all owners of residential property with a 
limited number of exemptions. Limiting the exemptions available allows the rate to be kept low 
for those liable persons who do not qualify for an exemption. There is no specific exemption 
from the requirement to pay LPT for pensioners under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended), though such persons may be entitled to an exemption on other grounds or 
may qualify for a deferral subject to meeting the qualifying conditions.    The Thornhill Group 
considered the provision of waivers or deferrals for households unable to pay the tax or where 
a payment requirement would cause hardship. As a general principle, eligibility for deferral 
should be based on gross income. The system of deferrals in place is targeted at cases of need, 
where there is an inability to pay the local property tax under specific conditions.  

The property must be the sole or main residence of the liable person and his or her gross 
income must be below certain thresholds.  The thresholds are €15,000 for a single person and 
€25,000 for a married couple, civil partners or cohabiting couple.  Deferral in respect of half 
of the local property tax payable is possible, where the gross income is above the threshold but 
less than €25,000 in the case of a single person and €35,000 in the case of a couple. (These 
partial deferral limits are each €5,000 higher than those recommended by the Thornhill Group).  
Owner/occupiers whose sole source of income is a state pension should qualify for a deferral. 
Deferred Local Property Tax and interest will have to be discharged on the sale/transfer of the 
property. 

  Question No. 191 answered with Question No. 178.

26/03/2013WRG00450Negative Equity Mortgages

26/03/2013WRG00500192. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to help persons 
in negative equity who want to move home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14892/13]

26/03/2013WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must confirm to the Deputy 
that the lending institutions in Ireland, including those in which the State has a significant 
shareholding, are independent commercial entities and, as such, it is a commercial decision for 
each lender to decide what products they will provide including a negative equity mortgage.  It 
is not appropriate for me, as Minister for Finance, to comment on or become involved in the 
detailed mortgage position of mortgage holders.   However, I have been advised by the Central 
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Bank that they have engaged with mortgage lenders in relation to negative equity mortgages 
to develop a mortgage product that would allow home owners to sell their existing home and 
transfer the negative equity portion of the original loan to the new loan. In order to ensure that 
proposals in relation to such mortgages are consistent with the Central Bank’s consumer pro-
tection and prudential policy objectives, the proposed criteria for any such facility need to be 
agreed in advance between mortgage lenders and the Central Bank.

While the provision of negative equity mortgages will facilitate people moving homes and 
generate transactions in the housing market, it is not expected that there will be a large take up 
of this product, as all sales must comply with the affordability and suitability provisions set out 
in the Consumer Protection Code.

Some lenders are offering this product, while others are considering making such a product 
available.

26/03/2013WRG00650Financial Services Regulation

26/03/2013WRG00700193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance , further to his announcement 
on mortgage arrears on 13 March 2013, if financial institutions will continue to prepare their 
accounts under international financial reporting standards, and particularly if the requirement 
to write down the value of certain loans to the value of the underlying security will lead to the 
necessity for banks to produce two sets of accounts. [14901/13]

26/03/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has informed me that 
its publication on Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets, which can be accessed on the Central 
Bank’s website at http://www.centralbank.ie, addresses the use of IFRS standards in the context 
of MARS targets and on page 16 states:   “An entity which prepares their financial statements in 
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) is required to comply un-
reservedly with all of the requirements of those Standards. The Central Bank is conscious that 
its guidelines in respect of provisioning against impaired loans must be consistent with those 
standards and is satisfied that the approach to provisioning set out below meets that consistency 
requirement.”

26/03/2013WRG00850Mortgage Arrears Proposals

26/03/2013WRG00900194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance , further to his announcement 
on mortgage arrears on 13 March 2013, if he will quantify by reference to the most recently 
available data, the number of proposed sustainable mortgage solutions that the banks are tar-
geted with proposing by end of June 2013; the number of proposed sustainable mortgage solu-
tions that the banks have proposed by 13 March 2013; and if he will specify what is meant by 
proposing and if proposals must be in writing to borrowers. [14902/13]

26/03/2013WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware on 13 March 
2013 the Central Bank announced new measures to address mortgage arrears which included 
the publication of performance targets for the main mortgage banks. These targets are set in 
relation to both Principal Dwelling Homes (PDH) and Buy to Let (BTL) mortgages and have 
been set for banks regarding sustainable resolution for arrears cases which are 90 days or more 
overdue. This new approach is aimed at ensuring that banks offer and conclude sustainable 
solutions for their customers in arrears by setting specific performance targets and proposing 
revisions to provisioning standards.   The Central Bank’s targets stipulate that:
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-   By end June 2013, the banks should have proposed sustainable mortgage solutions for 
20% of mortgage loans that are over 90 days in arrears, and

- By end September 2013, 30%, and

- By the end of 2013, 50%.

The targets will become progressively more demanding so that the vast majority of dis-
tressed borrowers will have been proposed solutions by end 2014.  

The latest Central Bank mortgage arrears statistics for the end of December 2012 indicates 
that 94,488 (11.9%) accounts of PDH mortgages and 28,421 (18.9%) of BTL mortgage ac-
counts were in arrears of more than 90 days.

The Central Bank’s Mortgage Resolution Strategy Targets, which can be accessed on the 
Bank’s website at http://www.centralbank.ie  , defines a sustainable solution as one of the fol-
lowing:

a) An arrangement concluded under a bank’s Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process 
(MARP), in accordance with the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, where the borrower is 
cooperating under the MARP and the bank has satisfied itself that the arrangement provides a 
sustainable solution which is likely to enable the customer to meet the original or, as appropri-
ate, the amended terms of the mortgage over the full remaining life of the mortgage, including 
repayment of the original or an agreed revised principal sum where offered. This may include 
an interest only or other temporary solution for a period if it is likely that full repayment of the 
original or revised principal will be achieved over time, or where there is a payment plan to 
return the account to sustainability through the clearance of arrears; 

b) A personal insolvency arrangement effected under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012; or 

c) If an arrangement could not be reached or is not appropriate, that the PDH or BTL prop-
erty securing the loan has been voluntarily sold or, failing that, any situation where a Specified 
Credit Institution takes possession of the property including by way of voluntary agreement 
with the borrower or by Court Order or otherwise. 

In determining whether a proposal constitutes a sustainable solution, the Central Bank has 
informed me that the lender will need to evaluate both actual and prospective affordability for 
the distressed borrower and the capital implications for the credit institutions in terms of their 
prudential responsibility to minimise losses.

While the Central Bank is not mandating any particular model of restructuring and while 
sustainable solutions will be arrived at on a case-by-case basis, there are some fundamental 
principles that must be respected.  These include:

-   An affordability assessment of the borrower based on both their current and prospec-
tive future servicing capacity for all borrowings; 

-   A realistic valuation of the borrower’s assets, in particular their property, and

-   The use of an appropriate interest rate when discounting future income flows, which 
should take account of the lender’s cost of funds. 

The Central Bank has advised that it will assess compliance with these principles in its 
supervisory audit of compliance with the targets, including through analysis of a sample of 
modifications.
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Section 37 of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears provides that where an alternative 
repayment arrangement is offered by a lender, the lender must provide the borrower with a clear 
explanation, in writing, of the alternative repayment arrangement.

26/03/2013WRG01050Central Bank of Ireland Issues

26/03/2013WRG01100195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the terms of the Agreement on 
Net Financial Assets overseen by the European Central Bank. [14903/13]

26/03/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The terms of the Agreement on Net 
Financial Assets and related issues is a matter for the Central Bank of Ireland and the ECB and 
not something that I can comment on. 

26/03/2013WRG01250IBRC Liquidation

26/03/2013WRG01300196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the propor-
tion of the €25 billion of sovereign bonds used to swap with the Irish Bank Resolution Cor-
poration for its €27.7 billion of promissory notes, that are directly held by the Central Bank of 
Ireland. [14904/13]

26/03/2013WRG01400197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out, in tabular 
form, by country the holdings of €25 billion of sovereign bonds used to swap with the Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation for its €27.7 billion of promissory notes. [14905/13]

26/03/2013WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 196 
and 197 together.

I have been advised that the Central Bank of Ireland received €25bn of marketable sover-
eign bonds in lieu of the Promissory Notes. The Central Bank will hold the sovereign bonds in 
its trading portfolio and will sell them over time. The timing of bond sales set out is a minimum 
schedule and can be accelerated as market conditions allow. I have been informed that the 
schedule set out means the Central Bank will sell the €25bn of bonds in various tranches: 

- 2013 – no sale

- 2014- €0.5bn

- 2015-2018 – €0.5bn annually

- 2019-2023 – €1bn annually

- 2024-end – €2bn annually.

26/03/2013WRG01550Deposit Guarantee Scheme

26/03/2013WRG01600198. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an assess-
ment of the adequacy of the deposit guarantee scheme overseen at the Central Bank of Ireland 
in the event of the failure of any of the main Irish financial institutions. [14906/13]

26/03/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am satisfied that there are adequate 
measures in place to protect depositors in the institutions covered by the Deposit Guarantee 
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Scheme (DGS), which is funded by the credit institutions covered by the scheme and is backed 
by the Exchequer.    The Financial Services (Deposit Guarantee Scheme) Act 2009 provides for 
the operation of the Deposit Protection Account (DPA). Credit Institutions are required to main-
tain a balance in the DPA equivalent to 0.2% of their total deposits (subject to a minimum of 
€50,000 for each bank or building society). The total balance in the DPA was €388m at end De-
cember 2012 and has reduced to €379m following compensation payments to IBRC depositors.

In the event of a credit institution being unable to repay deposits, the Central Bank is au-
thorised to make compensation payments to eligible depositors to a maximum of €100,000 per 
person per institution. The cost of compensation payments is charged against the balances in 
the DPA. In the event that the cost of compensation exceeds the balances in the DPA, the 2009 
Act provides for the Central Bank to be reimbursed from the Central Fund within 3 months, 
subject to my approval.

Subsequently, credit institutions would be required to replenish the DPA and to repay the 
government for amounts advanced to cover the immediate cost of compensation. I am autho-
rised to specify the period for repayments and the interest rate chargeable.

26/03/2013WRG01725Banking Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRG01800199. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to the publication of 
the Mercer Report on pay and perks, the investigation, if any, he has carried out into the re-
ported practice in Spain where executives of Bankia were ordered to pay back annual incentives 
paid before the bailout. [14907/13]

26/03/2013WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I had noted the actions taken in Spain 
for the demand of the return of certain incentive payments already made from a cadre of execu-
tives of the Spanish bank, Bankia, as part of its  recapitalisation late last year.   The situation 
while analogous in some respects to our banking recapitalisations would not appear to be simi-
lar in all respects to the domestic circumstances underpinning our recapitalisations. Also the 
different legal systems in the two countries would also be a factor for consideration.

I am also conscious of on-going legal cases in this sensitive area and would be reluctant to 
make further comment on that basis.

I would point out that the Review of Remuneration Practices and Frameworks at the Cov-
ered Institutions stated that bonus payments are no longer payable at the banks.

26/03/2013WRG01950Banking Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRG02000200. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance , further to the publication of 
the Mercer report on pay and perks, the reason employees in banks have seen their salaries in-
crease to levels which are amongst the highest in Europe, whilst employees in the public sector 
are being asked to provide pay cuts. [14908/13]

26/03/2013WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Review of Remuneration and Prac-
tices and Frameworks at the covered institutions revealed that salaries for continuing employees 
has increased within a range of 4% to 6% due to pay increases awarded in 2009 and individual 
promotions across the remaining three covered institutions.  No pay increases have been pro-
vided to the generality of the employees since that time and the Review states that bonuses are 
no longer payable at the covered institutions.    It is not correct to say that the Review indicates 
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that bankers salaries are among the highest in Europe.  In fact, the Review opines that at senior 
executive level and above salaries are generally behind the market as compared to quoted Irish 
companies and the Mercer European Financial Services survey and significantly behind when 
incentives are taken into account.

The Government has taken the decision that with the remaining Covered Institutions still 
incurring losses it was an inescapable conclusion that the cost base of the institutions needs to 
be reduced further. This is essential if they are to return to profitability, be in a position to sup-
port the economy and repay the State’s investment through a return to private ownership.  

In terms of next steps, I, on behalf of the Government, have directed the banks to come up 
with plans as to how they intend to address this issue in a manner that can help meet the State’s 
objectives.  I expect the value of those plans to mean a saving of 6% - 10% of total remunera-
tion costs, through reductions in payroll and pension benefits, new working arrangements and 
structures that deliver efficiency gains.

26/03/2013WRG02150Financial Services Ombudsman

26/03/2013WRG02200201. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm that the 
Financial Services Ombudsman, due to the Irish bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013, cannot 
now investigate complaints by mortgage holders against the IBRC; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14917/13]

26/03/2013WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I must point out that the Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman is independent in the performance of his statutory functions and it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment on how he performs those duties.

The Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 was passed on 7 February 2013. Pursuant 
to the provisions of the Act, I made a Special Liquidation Order for the purpose of winding up 
IBRC.

Section 6(6) of the Act specifically provides that the making of a special liquidation order 
does not preclude any investigation by certain authorities, including authorities which may 
investigate any person under or by virtue of any enactment, rule of law or contract. The Finan-
cial Services Ombudsman investigates complaints by eligible consumers in respect of certain 
conduct by regulated financial service providers pursuant to part VIIB of the Central Bank Act 
1942.

Therefore, I have been advised that the Financial Services Ombudsman is not precluded 
from investigating complaints by mortgage holders against the former IBRC due to the new 
Act.

As I mentioned, the Financial Services Ombudsman is independent in the performance of 
his duties and I understand that he may have taken a more restrictive interpretation of the Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 provisions.

26/03/2013WRG02350IBRC Liquidation

26/03/2013WRG02400202. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding em-
ployees of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation (details supplied) and the need to restore the 
value of the severance terms previously agreed so that when their work is completed, they are 
not placed at a further disadvantage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14951/13]
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26/03/2013WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, following the 
appointment of the Special Liquidator IBRC employee contracts were terminated in the Repub-
lic of Ireland. As a result of the termination of the employment contracts, employees are entitled 
to apply for a statutory redundancy payment and a statutory notice payment, subject to the lim-
its prescribed by statute. Claim forms for statutory entitlements have now been distributed to all 
employees entitled to such claims.    

The vast majority of employees were re-hired by the Special Liquidators for a minimum 
period of 6 months to ensure an orderly wind-down of the business.  I am sure the staff will con-
tinue to work to ensure a satisfactory outcome for Irish taxpayers while they remain in employ-
ment under the liquidation process.  Furthermore, it is likely that some staff may, be re-hired by 
NAMA or other purchasers of the assets in due course as the Special Liquidator completes the 
sale of the assets of IBRC.

26/03/2013WRG02550Property Taxation Application

26/03/2013WRG02600203. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
tasked with the job of dealing with appeals that will go forward from persons disputing the 
amount of money being sought from them in property tax; where they will be based and the 
type of resources available to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14967/13]

26/03/2013WRG02700205. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance whether house owners 
who are disputing the amount of money being sought in the property tax will first of all have 
to pay the full amount and then put forward an appeal on that decision; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14993/13]

26/03/2013WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 203 
and 205 together.

Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the 
liable person to determine the valuation band that their residential property falls into and then 
to calculate and pay over the amount of tax due.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners 
that, in common with the procedures for other taxes, they will accept the self-assessment made 
by the liable person provided it is made honestly and reasonably.  In cases, therefore, where the 
liable person has made their best efforts at self-assessing the valuation band for their property 
and has submitted their Return and paid, or made arrangements to pay, the tax, the likelihood of 
disputes arising would be expected to be very low.

The Deputy refers in his Questions to persons disputing the amount of money being sought 
from them in property tax.  This may be a reference to the Notice of Revenue Estimate that 
is being sent by Revenue to all liable persons as part of the general issue of LPT Returns that 
recently commenced.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the question of appeal-
ing the Estimate does not arise.  The Revenue Estimate is not based on a valuation of individual 
properties, nor should it be regarded as an accurate calculation of the amount of LPT that a li-
able person should pay. The Revenue Estimate is an amount of LPT that will be pursued if a li-
able person does not submit his or her LPT Return with his or her self-assessment of their prop-
erty’s valuation band.  Accordingly, a person does not appeal the estimate – he/she displaces it 
by completing the return, self-assessing the value and filing the return. It is very simple, there 
is nothing to appeal - just file the return with the person’s own assessment of the LPT due and 
arrange to pay it.

Because LPT is a self-assessed tax, the likelihood of formal appeals arising should not be 
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high. A common feature of a self-assessment system is that return is filed which is generally ac-
cepted by Revenue. A number of returns are reviewed at a later date by Revenue and supporting 
documentation may be requested. At the end of a review, if there isn’t agreement, Revenue may 
raise an assessment which the taxpayer may then appeal.

In the context of LPT, Revenue has stated that their concern this year is to establish the reg-
ister and to get the tax up and running. At a later date, they will analyse the returns received and 
will review a proportion of those returns. Their likely approach will be to ask a property owner 
to validate his/her self-assessment. Depending on the outcome of the review and in a minority 
of cases where agreement is not reached, Revenue will raise an assessment of additional LPT 
due. This may be appealed to the Appeal Commissioners. As with other self-assessed taxes, one 
of the conditions to appeal Revenue’s assessment is that the person must submit a Return and 
pay his or her own assessment of the tax due - not Revenue’s assessed amount - within 30 days 
of the date of the Notice of Assessment.

Finally, the determination of all tax appeals is the responsibility of the Office of the Appeal 
Commissioners - an Office under the aegis of my Department, entirely separate from the Office 
of the Revenue Commissioners. There are currently two Appeal Commissioners who are com-
pletely independent in carrying out their statutory role.  The extent to which the introduction of 
the LPT will impact on the work of the Appeal Commissioners cannot be accurately predicted 
at this stage. While I do not anticipate that the number of appeals on LPT matters to be consid-
ered by the Appeal Commissioners will be substantial, I will keep the matter under review and 
regard will be had to the issue in the context of a wider review of the appeals process which 
should commence shortly.

26/03/2013WRG02850State Banking Sector

26/03/2013WRG02900204. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the way he intends to cast his votes 
representing 15% of the shared capital, on behalf of the taxpayer, on each resolution individu-
ally due for decision at the Bank of Ireland AGM on 24 April; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14977/13]

26/03/2013WRG03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware the Bank 
of Ireland has only issued the documentation for the Annual General Court on 24 April in the 
last couple of days. My Department will fully peruse all the documentation before deciding the 
appropriate vote for each of the resolutions and as always, will vote in the best interest of the 
State and to maximise the return to the taxpayer of the funds invested in the Bank.

  Question No. 205 answered with Question No. 203.

26/03/2013WRG03150Bank Codes of Conduct

26/03/2013WRG03200206. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding repossession of farm equipment by a bank; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14995/13]

26/03/2013WRG03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has no responsibility in 
relation to the seizure of farm equipment. I would expect that such seizures are carried out in ac-
cordance with the law and that proper notice was given to the person affected regarding alleged 
outstanding debts on the equipment. However, if that was not the case and the Deputy suspects 
that an illegal action took place in relation to this particular seizure, then the matter should be 
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reported to An Garda Síochána.   The Deputy might also like to check with the Central Bank to 
see if the agents of the Bank in question operated in accordance with   the Central Bank’s Code 
of Conduct for Business  Lending to Small and Medium Enterprises.

26/03/2013WRG03325Tax Code

26/03/2013WRG03400207. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Finance if he has projected the 
amount an average person will lose a year when maternity benefit is taxed from July; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15069/13]

26/03/2013WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The precise number of recipients that 
will be liable to income tax on their maternity benefit payment is not available.  However, I un-
derstand that the Department of Social Protection have estimated that the average weekly ma-
ternity benefit recipients in 2013 to be 22,800, including those who will not have an increased 
liability to income tax.

As a result of maternity benefit payments becoming liable to income tax for all claimants, 
from the 1 July 2013, a number of possible tax outcomes could arise:

1. An individual may pay no income tax   on their maternity benefit payment as their tax 
credits will be sufficient to reduce their tax liability to zero. 

2. An individual may pay income tax on some or all of their maternity benefit payment at 
the standard rate. 

3. An individual may pay income tax at the standard rate on a portion of the maternity 
benefit and the higher rate on the balance of the maternity benefit payment. 

4. An individual may pay income tax on their maternity benefit payment at the higher rate.   

Accordingly, the tax liability on maternity benefit payments will ultimately depend on the 
total income of the individual or couple concerned in the tax year or years concerned. 

I would point out though, that maternity benefit payments will remain exempt from Univer-
sal Social Charge and PRSI.

Departmental Agencies Board Remuneration

26/03/2013WRH00200208. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the total cost to the taxpayer of 
paying the aggregate fees, salaries and any other remuneration to directors of all State bodies, to 
include majority State owned banks, all public interest directors, all semi-State bodies, all State 
agencies and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15077/13]

26/03/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Information in respect of the total re-
muneration paid to members of the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) Advisory 
Committee, the National Development Finance Agency Board, the National Pensions Reserve 
Fund (NPRF) Commission and the State Claims Agency Policy Committee are given below.  
The amounts below are based on actual remuneration payments made in 2012.
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Board/Body Name No of Board 
Members

Annual Fees payable 1 Total 
Remuneration 
payments in 
2012 2

National Treasury 
Management Agency 
Advisory Committee

7 Chairperson €45,000
Ordinary Member
€22,500

€135,000

National Develop-
ment Finance Agen-
cy Board

8 €12,600 €56,280

National Pensions 
Reserve Fund Com-
mission

7 Chairperson €51,424 
Ordinary Member
€34,283

€222,839 3

State Claims Agency 
Policy Committee

7 Chairperson €13,713.20
Ordinary Member
€9,142.12

€42,915

Note 1: A number of board members are ex-officio members or serving civil servants and 
receive no remuneration fees in respect of their membership.

Note 2: A number of vacancies existed on the boards for varying lengths of time during 2012 
as members’ terms of office expired and new members were appointed.

Note 3: The remuneration fees of the NPRF Commission are not paid from current Exche-
quer expenditure but are charged directly to the account of the National Pensions Reserve Fund.

Note 4: John Corrigan (NTMA Chief Executive) and Brendan McDonagh (NAMA Chief 
Executive Officer) receive no remuneration as ex-officio members of the Board.  Mr John Mul-
cahy, NAMA Head of Asset Management, was appointed to the Board in March 2012 and as an 
Executive receives no remuneration in his capacity as Board member.

Information in respect of total fees and expenses paid to members of the National Asset 
Management Agency Board in 2012 is contained in the following table:

Board/Body Name No of 
Board 
Members

Total 
Fees and 
Expenses 

Comment

National Asset 
Management 
Agency

8 Board 
members

€488,400 John Corrigan (NTMA Chief Executive) and 
Brendan McDonagh (NAMA Chief Executive 
Officer) receive no remuneration as ex-officio 
members of the Board.  Mr John Mulcahy, 
NAMA Head of Asset Management, was ap-
pointed to the Board in March 2012 and as an 
Executive receives no remuneration in his capac-
ity as Board member.

In relation to the directors including the public interest directors of the Bank of Ireland, 
Allied Irish Bank and Permanent TSB details of the fees received in 2012 will be published in 
their annual reports and will be available by the end of March 2013.
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  Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 178.

Black Economy Issues

26/03/2013WRH00500210. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the representations his 
Department has received regarding ways to curtail the black economy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15094/13]

26/03/2013WRH00600211. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to the 
Exchequer each year of black economy activity by sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15095/13]

26/03/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 210 
and 211 together.

I receive regular representations from individuals and representative groups in relation to 
various aspects of the shadow economy and it is a topic which was mentioned frequently in the 
Pre-Budget Submissions sent in to my Department. Most correspondents would suggest mea-
sures which could be taken and all suggestions are reviewed by officials. Additional measures 
to curtail the shadow economy are included annually in the Finance Bill, this is an area of great 
concern to my Department.

Also, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that it is not possible to estimate the 
cost to the Irish economy of tax evasion. The measurement of the scale of tax evasion, often 
referred to as the shadow economy, is inherently difficult given the nature of the problem. 
There is no one internationally recognised and agreed measure. There is no doubt that shadow 
economy activity creates distortions in the economy and competitive disadvantages for compli-
ant businesses. For these reasons, Revenue focuses on deterring shadow economy activity and 
non-compliance through its audit and investigation programmes based on risk analysis, use of 
Revenue powers and their intelligence and information systems.

Revenue’s tax and duty compliance programmes are under constant review to ensure that 
they are focussed on the areas of greatest risk, including risks from the shadow economy. A va-
riety of methodologies are used by Revenue to identify those who are operating in the shadow 
economy including covert surveillance, cold calls to businesses and venues as well as pre-
arranged aspect queries on specific items. In addition, joint operations are conducted with the 
Department of Social Protection using Joint Investigation Units and there is a strong focus on 
cash businesses, given its potential high-risk nature.

In 2012, Revenue carried out more than 537,000 compliance interventions, yielding more 
than €492 million. There were fifty convictions for serious evasion during 2012, and the end of 
2012, there were eighty-nine ongoing investigations with a view to prosecution. 

Revenue investigations have detected the use of computer programmes or electronic de-
vices to alter or conceal sales records. To counteract these risks, legislation was enacted in 2011 
providing penalties for the possession, use or supply of automated sales suppression devices 
known as “zappers” for the purpose of evading tax. 

Streetscape programmes, in which every cash business in an area is visited, without prior 
announcement, have been carried out. The main focus of real time activity is on businesses that 
have the potential to operate with cash. This includes professionals such as doctors, veterinary 
surgeons, etc. 
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Considerable success has been achieved in combating the illegal trade in tobacco products. 
In 2012, Revenue’s Customs Service seized a total of 95.6 million cigarettes from 8,108 sei-
zures. A further 5,276 kilograms of other tobacco products were taken in 2012 from 1,395 sei-
zures. There were 22 convictions on indictment, and 110 summary convictions, during the year 
for offences related to the smuggling or sale of illicit cigarettes and tobacco. In addition there 
were over 2,400 convictions in relation to laundered oil (2), Marked Mineral Oil (207), VRT 
(21), Excise Licences (152), Ant-Fraud measures (143), Return Non-Filing (1,880).

In addition to the on-going enforcement action against the illegal fuel trade, steps are being 
taken to ensure enhanced control and supervision at all stages of the fuel supply chain. Key 
actions include a strengthening of the licensing arrangements for businesses selling auto-fuel, 
and of the enforcement of licensing requirements. In addition, new licensing requirements have 
been applied to persons dealing in marked fuels, with effect from 1 October 2012. As well as 
these important licensing changes, a requirement operates from 1 January 2013 for all fuel trad-
ers to make electronic monthly returns to Revenue on their fuel transactions. This will facilitate 
Revenue in detecting unusual or anomalous patterns of activity.

Given the links of organised criminality with the illegal fuel trade, Revenue works closely 
with An Garda Síochána in combating it. Searches undertaken as part of intelligence-led opera-
tions have resulted in a considerable number of seizures of diesel and the closure of laundering 
plants, particularly in border counties. In 2012, 11 oil laundries were detected and shut down 
and 199,000 litres of oil were seized along with 27 vehicles, 2 forklifts and 5 trailers. There 
were 10 arrests in the course of these operations. 57 premises were closed in 2012. In addition 
to the fuel seized at laundries, a further 902,087 litre of fuel were seized during the year, the 
greater part from retail outlets or in the course of delivery to them.

Much of the focus of the Joint Investigation Units (JIUs) is on shadow economy activity and 
their operations include targeting illegal traders at markets and at seasonal events (Christmas 
fairs, outdoor concerts etc.). During 2012, over 3,000 outdoor checks/visits/inspections were 
carried out by the JIU teams including 168 multi-agency operations.

Our approach to the shadow economy is underpinned by close consultation and cooperation 
with other regulatory authorities such as the Department of Social Protection (DSP) and the 
National Employment Regulatory Authority (NERA). The primary objective of these activities 
is to uncover either non-declaration or under declaration of income, fraudulent DSP claims and/
or non-compliance with employment regulations.

Automatic access to third party information is of enormous value to Revenue enabling us 
to target compliance interventions, to profile sectors and to identify gaps in tax returns. Gov-
ernment Departments, bodies established under statute and any other body involved in the 
disbursement of public funds are now required to submit returns of payment information to 
Revenue on an annual basis. 

I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that they hold regular meetings with 
trade and representative bodies through The Hidden Economy Monitoring Group where the 
risks posed by shadow economy activities are discussed. Furthermore, Revenue encourages 
anyone who has specific information regarding any business that is engaged in tax evasion, 
to submit the details to their local Revenue office. The Hidden Economy Monitoring Group 
provides a forum for the exchange of views on the effectiveness of measures introduced in 
combating the hidden economy. This group, which is chaired by Revenue, includes representa-
tives from employer and business organisations, trade unions and other Government Depart-
ments and agencies. Regional hidden economy liaison groups have been established to facili-
tate greater local interaction and more immediate responses to insights and issues that may be 
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highlighted. The most recent meeting of the Hidden Economy Monitoring Group took place on 
January 30th.

Changes are frequently made in tax legislation aimed at counteracting shadow economy 
activity. Two examples from 2012 include the introduction of the electronic Relevant Contracts 
Tax regime and an enhanced penalty regime for employers who fail to operate PAYE regula-
tions fully. 

I am satisfied that the Revenue Commissioners are pursuing a programme that is dealing in 
a very determined way with tax evasion in all its forms through a range of compliance and audit 
interventions including targeted special projects.

Tax Code

26/03/2013WRH00800212. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has carried out 
a cost-benefit analysis for the introduction of tax breaks or other forms of incentives to support 
local micro-breweries and distilleries; if he will consider such a move; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15106/13]

26/03/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department has not conducted a 
cost-benefit analysis on the introduction of tax breaks to support micro-breweries and distill-
eries. The provision of other types of incentives for this industry would be a matter for the 
Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in the first instance.

Generally speaking, it is not permitted under EU State Aid rules to have preferential tax 
regimes for individual sectors of the economy.  That said, I am conscious of the need to support 
the small business sector of the economy given its key role in supporting economic growth and 
jobs.  For that reason, I introduced a ten-point tax reform to support all small businesses in Bud-
get 2013.  This plan includes measures such as reforming the three-year corporation tax relief 
for start-up companies and increasing the cash receipts basis threshold for VAT.

Office of the Ombudsman

26/03/2013WRH01000213. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance when tax concessions for dis-
abled drivers will come under the remit of the Ombudsman; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15117/13]

26/03/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The First Schedule to the Ombudsman 
Act 1980, which shows Departments of State and other persons subject to investigation, lists 
the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners as such bodies.  In that regard, 
therefore, the scheme you refer to is already within the remit of the Ombudsman.

National Pensions Reserve Fund

26/03/2013WRH01200214. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the impact on the general Government balance of revenue earned and gains/losses realised 
by the National Pension Reserve Fund in each year since its inception; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15146/13]

26/03/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The NPRF is classified within the gen-
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eral government sector. Its contribution to the general government balance (GGB) is shown in 
table 21a of the National Income and Expenditure 2011 published by the CSO.   The table be-
low sets out the net lending/borrowing of the NPRF; the amounts transferred to the NPRF from 
the Exchequer; the amount transferred from the NPRF to the Exchequer in 2011 following the 
disposal of Bank of Ireland (BOI) shares; and the consolidated impact of the NPRF (excluding 
these intra-government transactions) on the general government balance for the years 2001 to 
2011.

There is no impact on the general government balance through gains and losses on invest-
ments.

- 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Net 
lending 
(+) /bor-
rowing 
(-) of the 
NPRF € 
millions

1,281 1,253 1,299 1,434 1,642 1,904 2,196 2,314 4,458 2,093 -4,366

Of which-
Statutory 
contri
bution of 
1% of 
GNP 
Proceeds 
from sale 
of BoI 
shares 
remitted 
to Exche-
quer

972 1,035 1,103 1,177 1,320 1,446 1,616 1,690 3,000 -1,018

Consoli-
dated 
effect of 
NPRF on 
the 
General 
Govern-
ment 

Balance  4

309 218 196 257 322 458 580 624 1,458 2,093 -3,348

Notes:

1.   In 2009 an additional contribution was made from the Exchequer to the Fund for the 
purposes of recapitalising Bank of Ireland and Allied Irish Banks, boosting the effect of the 
NPRF on the GGB by €1.4 billion bringing the contribution from the Exchequer to the NPRF 
in that year to €3 billion.

2.   In 2009 and 2010 the assets of the pension schemes of Universities and non-commercial 
semi-state bodies were transferred to the fund, boosting the effect of the NPRF on the GGB by 
€1 billion in each year. 
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3. No contribution was paid from the Exchequer to the NPRF in 2010 and 2011 because 
the value of the additional contribution paid to the NPRF in 2009 and the value of the pension 
scheme assets transferred to the NPRF in 2010 and 2011 were offset against the requirement 
that the Exchequer make an annual contribution of 1% of GNP to the NPRF.

4. The decision by Eurostat to classify €3.8 billion of the July 2011 bank recapitalisation 
programme as a capital transfer worsened the performance in general government terms of the 
NPRF by that amount.

VAT Rates

26/03/2013WRH01400215. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance the reason school books in hard 
back attract a VAT rate of 0% while the e-book equivalent attracts a rate of 23% VAT; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15148/13]

26/03/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. In Ireland 
the zero rate applies to printed books, including atlases, children’s picture, drawing and colour-
ing books and books of music.  It is possible for Ireland to apply the zero rate to printed books 
because Ireland applied the zero rate to these books on and before 1 January 1991, and the EU 
VAT Directive provides a derogation for such exceptional VAT treatment to continue to apply.  
However, the VAT Directive does not allow goods and services to apply at the zero rate which 
were not in place at that rate on 1 January 1991.  As e-books were not applied at the zero rate in 
1991 it is not possible to apply the zero rate to them now.

Furthermore, under the EU VAT Directive, all digitised publications, regardless of their rate 
when printed (for example, a book liable at zero rate), are treated as the supply of a service 
liable at the standard rate of VAT, which in Ireland is 23%. E-books, online newspaper sub-
scriptions and online information services purchased via download over the Internet are also 
considered the supply of services liable for VAT at the standard rate. There is no option under 
EU VAT law to exempt e-books from VAT or to apply a reduced rate to them.  While it is pos-
sible to reduce the standard VAT rate on e-books to below 23%, such a reduction would have 
to apply to all goods and services at the standard VAT rate, which accounts for the majority of 
activity liable to VAT, and would be excessively costly to the Exchequer.

European Central Bank

26/03/2013WRH01600216. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance his views on a broadening of 
the mandate of the European Central Bank beyond their current sole focus on controlling infla-
tion in order to include, in a manner similar to the Federal Bank in the United States and the 
Bank of England in the United Kingdom, a mandate to aid and promote growth to be prudent; if 
so, if he will detail the initiatives he has taken to secure this broadening of the ECB’s mandate; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15149/13]

26/03/2013WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The mandate of the ECB is set down 
in the European Treaties and the ECB is independent in the exercise of its functions.   I am not 
aware of any proposal for Treaty change to broaden the mandate of the European Central Bank 
into the area of aiding and promoting growth.

The proposal for a Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) does not include any such pro-
posal.
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VAT Rates

26/03/2013WRH01800217. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine the VAT 
charge of 23% on the purchase of school books in electronic format in comparison to a 0% VAT 
charge on paper format schoolbooks (details supplied); if the system will be modified to ensure 
equity and fairness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15172/13]

26/03/2013WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. In Ireland 
the zero rate applies to printed books, including atlases, children’s picture, drawing and colour-
ing books and books of music.  It is possible for Ireland to apply the zero rate to printed books 
because Ireland applied the zero rate to these books on and before 1 January 1991, and the EU 
VAT Directive provides a derogation for such exceptional VAT treatment to continue to apply.  
However, the VAT Directive does not allow goods and services to apply at the zero rate which 
were not in place at that rate on 1 January 1991.  As e-books were not applied at the zero rate in 
1991 it is not possible to apply the zero rate to them now.

Furthermore, under the EU VAT Directive, all digitised publications, regardless of their rate 
when printed (for example, a book liable at zero rate), are treated as the supply of a service 
liable at the standard rate of VAT, which in Ireland is 23%. E-books, online newspaper sub-
scriptions and online information services purchased via download over the Internet are also 
considered the supply of services liable for VAT at the standard rate. There is no option under 
EU VAT law to exempt e-books from VAT or to apply a reduced rate to them.  While it is pos-
sible to reduce the standard VAT rate on e-books to below 23%, such a reduction would have 
to apply to all goods and services at the standard VAT rate, which accounts for the majority of 
activity liable to VAT, and would be excessively costly to the Exchequer.

Cypriot Financial System

26/03/2013WRH02000218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an assess-
ment of the exposure of Irish households and businesses to the Cypriot financial system; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15179/13]

26/03/2013WRH02100219. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the exposure 
of Irish banks including the Central Bank of Ireland to Cypriot sovereign bonds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15180/13]

26/03/2013WRH02200220. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the exposure 
of the European Central Bank to the Cypriot financial system; and if he will provide an assess-
ment of the contribution of this State to any losses incurred by the ECB on its exposure; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15181/13]

26/03/2013WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218 to 
220, inclusive, together. 

I am informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that the exposure of the covered banks to 
Cypriot sovereign bonds is zero. 

I have no information on the exposure of Irish households to Cypriot sovereign bonds and 
businesses to the Cypriot financial system.

The Central Bank does not disclose details of specific exposures within its own investment 
portfolio.  The Central Bank does not comment on the investment holdings of the ECB.
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I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the European Central Bank notice on 21 February 
2013 whereby details on securities holdings acquired under its Securities Markets Programme 
were published.

State Banking Sector

26/03/2013WRH02400221. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the capital 
control measures he has available to him to prevent bank runs on Irish banks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15182/13]

26/03/2013WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Firstly, I would like to point out that 
since the Irish covered banks were recapitalised in July 2011 they’ve experienced deposit in-
flows of c.€14.8 billion. Deposits have increased by €7.7bn year on year to the end of Febru-
ary 2013.   It is also important to note that the covered banks have raised significant funding 
on international capital markets, both through public covered bond issues and private funding 
transactions, of over €3.5 billion.  In addition, new investors have purchased the €1 billion Bank 
of Ireland contingent capital bond from the State and that bank has also raised an additional 
€250 million in lower tier 2 debt.

These capital and deposit inflows are significant.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific question, the Minister of Finance and the Governor of 
the Central Bank of Ireland have a range of powers to prevent capital outflows before consider-
ation of capital controls.  In relation to capital controls, such measures would have an adverse 
impact on the Irish economy, which is a small, open, economy dependent on its vibrant export 
orientated sectors.  Our export industries need secure and efficient payment mechanisms which 
ensure the free movement of capital.  Our strategy of pursuing strong and sustainable export led 
growth has been fully endorsed by each of the members of the Troika.

State Debt

26/03/2013WRH02600222. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the sterling 
and euro sums drawn down on the bilateral loan provided by Britain to the State as part of the 
2010 programme finance arrangement; the applicable annual interest rate; the sterling and euro 
sums that he expects to be drawn down in future; and if he will provide an assessment of the 
risk that penalties provided for in the bilateral loan agreement in case the full amount of the loan 
is not drawn down, will be triggered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15183/13]

26/03/2013WRH02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As of end-February 2013, the nominal 
United Kingdom (UK) bilateral loan sterling amount under the EU/IMF Programme was £2.02 
billion. The end-February euro equivalent amount, taking account of the effect of currency 
hedging transactions, was €2.45 billion.

Taking account of the latest £0.4 billion disbursement on 6 March, the overall nominal total 
now stands at £2.42 billion, or approximately €2.9 billion euro equivalent. The details of the six 
individual UK bilateral loan amounts are set out in table format below. The table also provides 
details on draw down and maturity dates. 

The interest rate for each disbursement of the UK bilateral loan is calculated as the weighted 
gross redemption yield on all UK Debt Management Office (DMO) gilt issuances to the mar-
ket in the six month period up to the date of the disbursement of each portion of the loan, plus 
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a service fee of 18 basis points. Taking account of the disbursement on 6 March, the blended 
interest rate on the UK loans is estimated at 2.64%.

Lender Nominal Loan 
Amount

Date of Draw-
down

Maturity Date Term from 
Drawdown

UK GBP 0.4bn 14 Oct 2011 15 Apr 2019 7.5 years
GBP 0.4bn 30 Jan 2012 30 Jul 2019 7.5 years
GBP 0.4bn 28 Mar 2012 28 Sep 2019 7.5 years
GBP 0.4bn 1 Aug 2012 3 Feb 2020 7.5 years
GBP 0.4bn 19 Oct 2012 19 Apr 2020 7.5 years
GBP 0.4bn 6 Mar 2013 6 Sep 2020 7.5 years

UK GBP Total GBP 2.42bn 7.5 years aver-
age weighted 
life

€ Equivalent 
Total

€2.9bn

Under the bilateral agreement with the UK, worth a total value of £3.2 billion or (€3.8 bil-
lion based on the exchange rates prevailing in November 2010), the funds are disbursed in eight 
equal tranches. 

Upon completion of the 9th EU/IMF Programme Review, which is presently ongoing, the 
UK is scheduled to disburse the next £0.4 billion instalment of its bilateral loan. This is expected 
in Quarter 2. The final drawdown of £0.4 billion is presently expected in Quarter 3 2013, sub-
ject to successful completion of the 10th Programme Review, which is scheduled to commence 
in late April.  The euro value of the two remaining disbursements will only become known on 
drawdown, as they will be dependent on the Euro/Sterling exchange rate applicable at the time. 

We expect to fully draw down all of the EU/IMF Programme funding available, including 
the full UK bilateral loan, and so the issue of penalties, as referred to by the Deputy, does not 
arise.

Tax Compliance

26/03/2013WRH02800223. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide his assess-
ment of the plans by the British government and its Chancellor of the Exchequer to name and 
shame promoters of tax avoidance schemes; if he has any plans to introduce a similar practice 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15184/13]

26/03/2013WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the UK Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in the context of a range of anti-avoidance measures announced in his recent 
Budget Statement, indicated that it is the intention of the Government to undertake, through 
HMRC, a consultation process during the summer in respect of a package of information pow-
ers, penalties and other measures including the possible use of “naming and shaming” for tack-
ling the behaviour of high-risk promoters of tax avoidance schemes.    

As the specific details of the proposed measures and how they might impact, will not be-
come available until such time as the consultation process gets underway, it is difficult to give 
any kind of meaningful assessment of a naming and shaming approach at this stage. Clearly, 
any final decision to go ahead with such a policy, and the parameters that would attach to it, will 
be informed by the consultation process itself.
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Tackling tax avoidance is an inherently difficult problem because, in reality, it is a symptom 
of the tax system that we have. So long as there are boundaries in the system, tax advisors and 
taxpayers will seek to exploit those boundaries. Difficult and all as the challenge is, however, it 
is a challenge that has to be met because aggressive tax avoidance distorts markets, is economi-
cally unproductive and breaks the fundamental link between economic productivity and reward. 
It also, of course, threatens Exchequer tax yields and the perceived fairness of the tax system. 
In the current economic climate when many individuals are losing their jobs, facing significant 
cutbacks in pay and welfare provisions and increases in taxes, it is particularly invidious. 

I have noted with interest the Chancellor’s plans in this area.  I am informed by the Revenue 
Commissioners that they closely monitor international trends in relation to tax avoidance and 
aggressive tax planning, particularly in relation to the UK. They also study steps taken by Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs to counter tax avoidance.

Over the last number of years acting on proposals from Revenue, myself and my predeces-
sors have introduced specific anti-avoidance provisions in addition to developing our general 
anti-avoidance legislation including provisions in relation to mandatory disclosure. It should be 
noted that Ireland was one of the first OECD countries to introduce a General Anti-Avoidance 
law and the UK authorities are now about to implement such a provision. In addition, Ireland 
has had for many years legislation providing for the publication of the names of tax defaulters 
– something which the UK has recently introduced. 

Revenue will closely monitor the UK consultation process and the outcome of that pro-
cess with a view to assessing if a naming and shaming policy might enhance our fight against 
the promoters of aggressive tax avoidance schemes.  It should be borne in mind that this is a 
complex area involving issues such as legal professional privilege that requires careful consid-
eration.

In summary, while I have no plans to introduce a naming and shaming practice at this time, 
I retain an open mind on the issue and if, in due course, Revenue were to recommend such a 
course of action I will give it due consideration at that time.

Mortgage Arrears Rate

26/03/2013WRH03000224. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgages 
drawn down in County Roscommon currently in arrears; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15207/13]

26/03/2013WRH03100225. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgages 
drawn down in County Leitrim currently in arrears; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15208/13]

26/03/2013WRH03200226. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgages 
drawn down in County Galway currently in arrears; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15209/13]

26/03/2013WRH03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 224 to 
226, inclusive, together.

The Central Bank commenced the quarterly publication of mortgage and mortgage arrears 
data from the period ending September 2009.  The most recent available data, which is for the 
quarter ending December 2012, indicates that 11.9% of PDH mortgages and 18.9% of BTL 
mortgages were in arrears of more than 90 days.  The Central Bank has advised me that it does 
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not publish a geographical breakdown of its quarterly mortgage arrears statistics.

         Question No. 227 answered with Question No. 179.

Tax Collection

26/03/2013WRJ00400228. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if an alternative mechanism 
to filling VAT returns online is available to facilitate persons who are not computer literate; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15340/13]

26/03/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The legislation underpinning mandatory 
e-filing-paying was introduced in 2008 on a phased basis, commencing with large companies, 
and extending to Government Departments, Public Bodies, all other companies and certain 
self-assessed individuals.  Businesses and self-assessed individuals within certain categories 
must meet their tax filing and paying obligations using the Revenue On-Line Service, ROS.  
However, the legislation does allow Revenue to exclude a taxpayer from their obligation to 
pay and file electronically, if Revenue is satisfied that the taxpayer does not have the capacity 
to do so.  In this regard, “capacity” means sufficient access to the Internet, and in the case of 
an individual, also means not prevented by reason of age, or mental or physical infirmity from 
e-filing or e-paying.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that taxpayers who wish to apply for exclusion 
can do so to their local Revenue office.  Where exclusions are granted taxpayers can continue 
to meet their Revenue obligations through the submission of paper returns.

Taxpayers who do not qualify for exclusion from mandatory e-filing/e-paying can avail 
of assistance which Revenue provides to all new ROS users.  The ROS Helpdesk provides 
informed guidance and assistance to all ROS users on technical difficulties.  The nationwide 
network of ROS Liaison Officers are also available to provide assistance to customers using the 
service.  A free tutorial offering instruction on filing returns, paying liabilities and using ROS 
can be provided on request.  This approach ensures that all new ROS users become accustomed 
to and confident in using the service.

Tax Credits

26/03/2013WRJ00600229. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance when an application for single 
parent tax allowance will be approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wex-
ford. [15360/13]

26/03/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that there has been protracted correspondence regarding the validity of the claim for the 
single parent tax credit by the person in question.  I am further advised that the latest submission 
in support of the claim was received from the individual on 14th March 2013.  This correspon-
dence will be examined by the Revenue Commissioners within the next two working days.

Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRJ00800230. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in 
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tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill in non-commercial 
State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15967/13]

26/03/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty could not be collated in the time available.  My Department will respond directly to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

26/03/2013WRJ01000231. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
appeal for a grant for Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kilkenny. [14810/13]

26/03/2013WRJ01050Minister for Education and Skills(Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the student in 
question was considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board on the 5th March 
2013.  I understand that the appeal was unsuccessful and that the Appeals Board upheld the 
decision of the appeals officer and the awarding authority. 

The student was notified of the outcome on 5th March 2013.  Information in respect of a 
change of circumstances was subsequently received in my Department from the student on 
the 12th March 2013.  This information was forwarded to the grant awarding authority which 
commenced a review of the application.  On foot of this review, further documentation was 
requested from the student on 19 March 2013.  When this is received and examined, the student 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

Public Private Partnerships

26/03/2013WRJ01200232. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a breakdown of costs incurred by his Department by the categories of technical, legal, 
financial and other services for cancelled public private partnership projects for the years 2011 
and 2012. [14692/13]

26/03/2013WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested 
by the Deputy is in the process of being updated in consultation with the NDFA and will be 
forwarded to him in the next few days. 

Student Grant Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRJ01400233. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the financial support provided to a family (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14722/13]

26/03/2013WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It would appear from the 
details supplied by the Deputy that the first named student is a second level pupil.  Officials in 
my Department have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the second 
named student has had his grant application reviewed and a revised award letter issued on 4th 
March 2013.

The grant application for the third named student is currently being reassessed and the stu-
dent will be notified directly of the outcome as soon as possible.
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Teachers’ Remuneration

26/03/2013WRJ01600234. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure that 
those who started teaching prior to 1 February 2012 will not be considered as new entrants for 
the purposes of the new pay scales, even if the had not qualified by that date, in line with previ-
ous commitments made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14766/13]

26/03/2013WRJ01700236. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clar-
ify the implications for substitute teachers arising from recent circulars issued by his Depart-
ment  that stated any work conducted prior to 2011 must have been in a qualified capacity and 
teachers must have been registered with the Teaching Council during that time; if this change 
will mean teachers paid under the old guidelines have their pay reassessed retrospectively; the 
estimated savings as a result of this change in the payment guidelines. [14770/13]

26/03/2013WRJ01800263. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills with reference to a 
recent missive issued by his Department to secondary school teachers, if he will explain the rea-
son work that was conducted by teachers prior to 2011 must have been conducted by qualified 
teachers who were registered with the Teaching Council; if he will outline the incentives that 
his Department is putting in place for newly qualified teachers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15130/13]

26/03/2013WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 234, 236 and 263 together.  In replying to these questions I think it would be useful if I set 
out the sequence of policy and budgetary measures in relation to new appointees to teaching 
and their pay entitlements.

The first measure took effect on 1 September 2010.  It requires that, in order to be eligible 
to receive the qualified rate of pay and allowances, a person on their first appointment to teach-
ing must be registered with the Teaching Council and appropriately qualified for that position 
or sector.  This was introduced for the purpose of ensuring quality and promoting professional 
standards in teaching and this goal has been strongly supported by the teacher unions.

The second measure was taken as part of Budget 2011.  The last Government applied a re-
duction in the pay of new entrants to the public service.  In the case of new teachers, a reduction 
of 10% was applied to pay and certain allowances and all new teachers were required to start 
on the first point of the scale rather than the third point as had previously been the case for most 
teachers.  The new pay rates applied to all teachers who were new appointees appointed on or 
after 1 January 2011.  Where a person gave any service - qualified or unqualified - in an analo-
gous teaching position before 1 January 2011, he or she was not regarded as a new appointee to 
teaching and so was not affected by this measure.

The third measure formed part of Budget 2012 and related to qualification allowances.  The 
Government announced that additional qualification allowances would not be payable to exist-
ing teachers and new teachers would be paid qualification allowances up to a maximum of the 
allowance applicable to an honours primary degree level.

Furthermore, in 2012 a public service-wide review of allowances was also carried out by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and, pending its outcome, the payment of 
qualification allowances was suspended with effect from 1 February 2012.  As a result of the 
review, the Government abolished qualification allowances with effect from that date and a new 
salary scale was created with a starting point equivalent to the fourth point of the previous scale.  
This reduced the impact of the ending of the qualification allowances and ensured a broad con-
sistency across the public service.
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The introduction of this new salary scale has been a complex task which has required a de-
tailed implementation process.  My Department, in consultation with VECs, is working through 
the operational aspects of these changes as they affect existing teachers and their pay.  It is also 
worth noting that the recent proposals put forward by the Labour Relations Commission on an 
extension to the Croke Park Agreement include a proposal that would address the imbalance be-
tween those who entered the teaching profession since 2011 and those who entered before that 
date.  These proposals are currently being considered by the membership of the public service 
trade unions at this time.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRJ02000235. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is 
taking to address the situation where some Student Universal Support Ireland applicants are 
incorrectly informed they have been awarded a grant before receiving a further letter confirm-
ing the contrary; his views on such situations; the way in which assistance can be given to stu-
dents who have relied on such letters of award; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14768/13]

26/03/2013WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreciate 
that in the context of Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) having received in excess of 
69,000 applications that some errors may inevitably arise when handling a high volume of ap-
plications within a relatively short timeframe.  While every effort is made by SUSI to ensure 
that applicants are processed correctly, SUSI accepts that, following its quality assurance pro-
cedures, it emerged that a number of applicants received an incorrect letter and it regrets any 
inconvenience caused.

An external review of SUSI’s business processes is currently being undertaken to inform 
improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year. The proposed timeline for comple-
tion of the review is later this month.  Students in third-level institutions experiencing excep-
tional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund.  This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise, due to their 
financial circumstances, be unable to continue their third level studies.

Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer in the third level institution 
attended.  The Access Officers themselves will also continue to provide support and advice to 
students to enable them to continue with their studies.

Question No. 236 answered with Question No. 234.

Schools Building Projects Status

26/03/2013WRJ02300237. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
no design team has been appointed to ensure the construction of a school (details supplied) in 
2014. [14775/13]

26/03/2013WRJ02400256. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the design 
team for a school (details supplied) will be appointed and the stage of the project to build the 
school. [14992/13]

26/03/2013WRJ02500265. Deputy Michael Conaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
that has been made on the construction of a new building at Griffith College MDNS. [15133/13]
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26/03/2013WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 237, 256 and 265 together.

The school project referred to by the Deputies is included in the 5 year capital programme 
and is scheduled to progress to construction in 2014/15.  The OPW had agreed to deliver a num-
ber of schools including the school referred to by the Deputy and the process of consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders on the timeframe for the delivery of these schools will commence 
shortly.

State Examinations Issues

26/03/2013WRJ02700238. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare will be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14798/13]

26/03/2013WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommo-
dations in the Certificate examinations.  Applications for such accommodations are submitted 
by schools on behalf of their students.  Full details of the scheme is available for downloading 
from their website: www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.

In view of this I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to him.

Student Grant Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRJ02900239. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a number of applicants to Student Universal Support Ireland were in-
correctly informed that they were eligible for grant aid, only to be later informed that they were 
in fact ineligible or entitled only to a lower amount; if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that many of these were subsequently forced to drop out of college; his views on whether this 
is fair; if he will offer some redress for these persons who relied on the incorrect information to 
their detriment; if he will confirm the number of applicants nationally and in County Tipperary 
who received such letters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14804/13]

26/03/2013WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that in the context of Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) having received in excess 
of 69,000 applications that some errors may inevitably arise when handling a high volume of 
applications within a relatively short timeframe.  While every effort is made by SUSI to en-
sure that applicants are processed correctly, SUSI accepts that, following its quality assurance 
procedures, it emerged that a number of applicants received an incorrect letter and it regrets 
any inconvenience caused.  The current SUSI process management reporting system does not 
record statistics specific to revised decisions.

An external review of SUSI’s business processes is, however, currently being undertaken 
to inform improvements in the system for the 2013/14 academic year.  The proposed timeline 
for completion of the review is later this month.  Students in third-level institutions experienc-
ing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund.  This 
Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise, due to 
their financial circumstances, be unable to continue their third level studies.  Information on the 
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fund is available through the Access Officer in the third level institution attended.  The Access 
Officers themselves will also continue to provide support and advice to students to enable them 
to continue with their studies.

School Accommodation

26/03/2013WRJ03100240. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the application for increased accommodation for a school (details supplied) in 
North County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14809/13]

26/03/2013WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The application from the 
school referred to by the Deputy is being considered by my Department.  All applications for 
additional accommodation must have Patron approval and it is understood that the Patron is 
considering the matter.  Department officials met with the school’s Patron on 20th March last. 

Special Educational Needs Services Provision

26/03/2013WRJ03300241. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Skills if scribe and reader 
assistance is available to students at times other than for State examinations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14843/13]

26/03/2013WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that reasonable accommodations for students with special educational needs, who are taking 
State examinations, may include the provision of a reader or scribe, subject to the conditions 
set out by the State Examinations Commission, which are available at www.examinations.ie.

Such accommodations are specific to participation in state examinations and are therefore 
provided only for that purpose.  The accommodations are intended to limit the impact of a can-
didate’s special educational need or disability on their exam performance, while not giving the 
candidate an unfair advantage.  The additional supports which are provided for children with 
special educational needs throughout the school year include additional resource teaching or 
learning support, either through the General Allocation Model or individual allocation, lower 
pupil teacher ratios in special schools and classes, assistive technology support where required, 
and access to Special Needs Assistance support, for children who have care needs.

School Staffing

26/03/2013WRJ03500242. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the per-
centage of primary and secondary school teachers with the exclusion of headmistresses that are 
women. [14844/13]

26/03/2013WRJ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Approximately 88% of Pri-
mary teachers, excluding Principals, are female. In the case of Voluntary Secondary, Com-
munity and Comprehensive Schools approximately 69% of teachers, excluding Principals are 
female.

VEC teachers are employees of VECs and are paid on 33 separate VEC payrolls.  Accord-
ingly, the Department does not have the information which the Deputy is seeking for teachers 
in VECs.
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School Transport Eligibility

26/03/2013WRJ03700243. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to correspondence (details supplied); if he will approve realigning the boundary of 
eligibility for transport between the two schools mentioned therein; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14854/13]

26/03/2013WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Changes to the Post Primary School Transport Scheme mean that from the 2012/13 school year, 
eligibility for all pupils newly entering a post primary school is determined by reference to the 
distance they reside from their nearest Post-Primary Education Centre having regard, as here-
tofore, to ethos and language.

In general, existing eligible and catchment boundary children including those who are not 
attending their nearest post primary centre retain their transport eligibility for the duration of 
their post primary education cycle provided there is no change to their current circumstances.  
Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department, is re-
sponsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes.  Distance eligibility is 
determined by measuring the shortest traversable route from a child’s home to the relevant 
education centre; the route travelled by a school transport service is not a consideration in deter-
mining distance eligibility for school transport.  The terms of the scheme are applied equitably 
on a national basis.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, under the terms of the scheme, may apply 
to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of conditions includ-
ing the availability of spare seats on an existing service and the payment of the annual charge.

26/03/2013WRK00100Multidenominational Schools

26/03/2013WRK00200244. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for 
an Educate Together school in Ratoath, County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14869/13]

26/03/2013WRK00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in June 2011, I announced that 20 new primary  schools are to be established up to 2017 across 
a number of locations to meet  significantly increasing demographics in those areas. This an-
nouncement did not  include a proposal to establish a new primary school in Ratoath, County 
Meath.  The Forward Planning Section of my Department will continue to analyse  demo-
graphic trends to determine the level of additional school provision which  will be required into 
the future. Overall school requirements in Ratoath,  County Meath, will be fully considered in 
this context.

26/03/2013WRK00400Student Grant Scheme Appeals

26/03/2013WRK00500245. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion to Student Universal Support Ireland now under appeal to the students grants appeals board 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow will be expedited and approved in 
view of the hardship of the case. [14876/13]

26/03/2013WRK00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The independent Student 
Grants Appeal Board is in receipt of an appeal from the  student in question.  The appeal is due 
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for consideration on the 27th March next.  The student will be notified directly of the outcome 
by the Appeals Board.

26/03/2013WRK00700Physical Education Facilities

26/03/2013WRK00800246. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment will consider providing part funding towards the development of a new physical educa-
tion hall at a primary school (details supplied) in County Cork. [14880/13]

26/03/2013WRK00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers to recently applied to my Department  seeking funding for a PE hall.   My Department 
has written to the school  authority concerned to advise that in view of the need to prioritise 
available  funding towards the provision of essential mainstream classroom accommodation,  it 
is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe for the progression of  the proposed project.

26/03/2013WRK01000Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRK01100247. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Student Uni-
versal Support Ireland will be permitted to accept Department of Social Protection means test-
ing as income guidelines in future student grant applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14886/13]

26/03/2013WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student grant applications 
are means tested on gross income from all sources  earned inside and outside the State within a 
specified reference period.

The assessment of income from the same starting point is deemed to be fair and  reasonable 
because this approach eliminates any distortion which might arise  from different spending de-
cisions in different households. I have no plans to  change this arrangement.

Departmental Properties

26/03/2013WRK01400248. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total value of all 
properties owned by FÁS/Solas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14896/13]

26/03/2013WRK01500259. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total value of 
all properties and land owned by FÁS/ Solas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15079/13]

26/03/2013WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills  (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 and 259 together.

The net book value of all properties and land owned by FAS at the end of 2012 amounts to 
€150.1m

26/03/2013WRK01700Special Educational Needs Services Provision

26/03/2013WRK01800249. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the availability of services for autism at a primary level in County Donegal, with 
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reference to autism units that may be currently available in schools; the number of students 
with autism that are attending services for the 2012/2013 term; if he will project numbers for 
the 2013/2014 term; if he will outline any plans for future service expansion; if he will clarify 
catchment rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14918/13]

26/03/2013WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the establishment of a network of autism-specific  special classes in schools across the 
country to cater for children with autism  has been a key educational priority in recent years.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local  special 
educational needs organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing  applications from primary 
and post primary schools for special educational  needs supports, including the establishment 
of special classes in various  geographical areas as required. The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s  criteria in allocating such support.

SENOs are a valuable source of support to parents who are actively sourcing a  placement 
for their children or on deciding the most appropriate placement for  their child. SENO contact 
details are available on www.ncse.ie.

Officials in my Department have forwarded the questions raised by the Deputy to  the NCSE 
for their attention and direct response.

26/03/2013WRK02000Higher Education Grants Eligibility Criteria

26/03/2013WRK02100250. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
plans to subsidise students, who are studying a higher diploma in education trip to the Gaeltacht 
that they must undertake as part of their training; the level at which he is planning to subsidise 
them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14922/13]

26/03/2013WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the Government’s 
budgetary considerations and the Comprehensive  Expenditure Review carried out in 2011, a 
decision was made to abolish the  payments by this Department towards the cost of attendance 
at Gaeltacht courses  by students commencing their programme of primary initial teacher edu-
cation.  The decision came into effect for the 2012/13 academic year. As the Deputy will  be 
aware, priority is being given to protecting resources for front line  services in the coming years.

To assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, primary initial teacher  education stu-
dents who are in receipt of a student grant which includes a 100%  fee grant, or who would have 
qualified for a full fee grant but for the Free  Fees Schemes, can apply for funding towards travel 
and accommodation costs  under the field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms 
and  conditions of the student grant scheme.

Apart from the student grant system, in circumstances of particular need  students may ap-
ply for support under the Student Assistance Fund which assists  students in third-level institu-
tions in exceptional financial need. Information  on the fund is available through the Access 
Officer in the third level  institution attended.

26/03/2013WRK02300Transition Year Programme

26/03/2013WRK02400251. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if and when 
funding will be released to the Irish Second Level Students Union to complete a review of the 
transition year programme as detailed by him at their AGM in 2012; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [14952/13]

26/03/2013WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I believe that it is very impor-
tant that we hear the student voice when we are  developing policy.  To that end I have encour-
aged ISSU to engage with my  Department with a view to outlining its proposals for research on 
Transition  Year and I understand that a meeting has already taken place.  ISSU are  scheduled 
to meet officials  from my Department after Easter to discuss the  further development of their 
proposal.

Irish Second-Level Students’ Union

26/03/2013WRK02700252. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
that has been made in the past 12 months with regard to granting official partner in education 
status to the Irish Second Level Students Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14953/13]

26/03/2013WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My officials met with the 
ISSU  to discuss the matter in question. They advised  the ISSU representatives they must first 
resolve issues regarding their legal  status and requested a strategic plan demonstrating how 
they can achieve self  sufficiency.  I clarified this at subsequent meetings with them.

26/03/2013WRK02900Special Educational Needs Services Provision

26/03/2013WRK03000253. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason resource 
hour applications for children with special educational needs that were received after 5 October 
2012 will not be sanctioned until the 2013/2014 school year; the way schools are expected to 
provide for the needs of these children from within their existing resources; if such a delay is 
now to be viewed as the norm; the rationale behind same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14961/13]

26/03/2013WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE)  through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is  responsible for processing applications from pri-
mary and post primary schools  for special educational needs supports, including Resource 
Teaching support for  children with more complex special needs. The NCSE operates within my  
Department’s criteria in allocating such supports.

In order to ensure that my Departments Employment Control Framework obligations  can 
be maintained while also ensuring that all schools are treated equally, an  annual allocation pro-
cess is in place for the allocation of NCSE resource  teaching allocations.  

The NCSE allocated the majority of its Resource Teaching supports to schools  for the 
2012/13 school year, prior to the beginning of the school year.   Schools were then asked to for-
ward any outstanding applications for Resource  Teaching support to the NCSE by 5th October, 
2012.

The NCSE subsequently provided a second round of Resource Teaching allocations  to 
qualifying schools in November 2012. Details of all of the resource teaching  allocations which 
have been made by the NCSE are available on their website at  www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE has now asked all schools to forward applications for Resource  teaching Sup-
port for the 2013/14 school year to the NCSE by 15th March, 2013.
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In the interim, schools, other than schools which have no resource teaching  allocations, 
have been asked to provide for qualifying children from within  their existing allocations and 
schools will be advised of their revised  allocations in advance of the new school year.

26/03/2013WRK03200School Enrolments

26/03/2013WRK03300254. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
will ensure that a school (details supplied) in County Donegal is not closed due to temporary 
difficulties with enrolment numbers and further to grant the school an extension to address their 
enrolment numbers challenge in view of the fact that there are over 300 children attending three 
Gaelscoileanna in the schools catchment area. [14962/13]

26/03/2013WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
provisional recognition was granted for the  establishment of the Gaelcholáiste referred to with 
effect from September 2007,  for a trial 3 year period.

It was noted that the enrolment figures achieved in the three-year period of  provisional rec-
ognition fell very significantly short of the targets identified  by the organising committee for 
the establishment of the school.

Following a review of the matter in 2010, a further three-year period of  provisional recogni-
tion was granted to the Gaelcholáiste and identified targets  were set to establish the viability of 
the Gaelcholáiste. The school authority  was advised that the matter would be reviewed again 
after the extended 3 year period of provisional recognition had expired.

It is noted that the Gaelcholáiste’s total enrolment in September 2012 was 34  pupils. One 
of the targets set on foot of the review carried out in 2010  included that a minimum enrolment 
of 25 first year pupils each year would be  achieved from September 2011. This target is not 
being met.

The matter of the Gaelcholáiste’s viability is again being reviewed by my  Department’s In-
spectorate, and my Department will engage with the school  authority in respect of the outcome.

26/03/2013WRK03500School Amalgamations

26/03/2013WRK03600255. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
the rules regarding a list of primary school amalgamations. [14991/13]

26/03/2013WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that the Deputy’s 
office has clarified that the question relates to the schools in County Mayo that are scheduled 
to amalgamate.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Eskeragh National School and Keenagh National  School 
are due to amalgamate during the current school year and my Department  has conveyed ap-
proval for the amalgamation to the Patron concerned.  

  Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 237.

26/03/2013WRK03900Schools Building Projects Status

26/03/2013WRK04000257. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new 
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school building (details supplied) in Dublin 7 will be provided; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15017/13]

26/03/2013WRK04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major school building 
project referred to by the Deputy, is currently at an  early stage of Architectural Planning. The 
Design Team for this project was  appointed in October 2012.

The project is included on the five year Capital Investment programme, announced in March 
2012, to progress to Construction in 2014/15.

26/03/2013WRK04200Teachers’ Remuneration

26/03/2013WRK04300258. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason he is seeking 
repayment of an allowance paid to a staff member noting his Department approved in writing 
the persons entitlement to the subject allowance in 25 September 2012. [15019/13]

26/03/2013WRK04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The introduction of this new 
salary scale has been a complex task which has  required a detailed implementation process. My 
Department, in consultation with  VECs, is working through the operational aspects of these 
changes as they  affect existing teachers and their pay.

The case of the person referred to by the Deputy is being examined. The person  will be 
advised of the position in the near future.

Question No. 259 answered with Question No. 248.

26/03/2013WRK04600Special Educational Needs Services Provision

26/03/2013WRK04700260. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when his policy 
document on educating children with autism will be published in view of the time that has 
elapsed since the Ombudsman for Children made the recommendations. [15083/13]

26/03/2013WRK04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that policy can be expressed and manifested through a  variety of forms.  Explicitly, it is com-
municated via legislation, regulations, rulings, orders, plans, strategies, policy statements, and 
other forms – or through a combination of these. Therefore the Deputy will appreciate that  
specific policies and objectives are not always articulated in just one  document.

However my Department is mindful that greater clarity would be useful for  schools and 
parents and accordingly my Department is currently in the process of preparing a comprehen-
sive statement of existing policy within the boundaries  of one document. Naturally the new 
policy statement will not be exclusive.  Policies are subject of necessity to change from time 
to time. Also, the new  statement will neither alter nor add to existing policy. It will reflect the  
current policy in a coherent and articulate manner for the benefit of schools  and parents.

My Department strives to ensure that a continuum of special education provision  is avail-
able as required for children with special educational needs. In line  with this approach the 
policy is to promote a child-centred approach to  education of all children with special educa-
tional needs including those with  autism. As each child with autism is unique they should have 
access to a range  of different approaches to meet their individual needs.

Children with autism present with a wide range of needs. Some children are  capable of 
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being fully integrated into mainstream schools without additional  teaching or care supports. 
Others are able to attend mainstream schools but  need additional teaching and/or care assis-
tance. Many are best enrolled in  autism-specific classes where more intensive and supportive 
interventions are  required. Some may move from one setting to another as they get older and  
differing needs/strengths/abilities emerge.

The preferred policy of my Department is that children with autism are educated  in school 
settings where children may have access to individualised education  programmes (IEPs), fully-
qualified professional teachers, special needs  assistants, the appropriate school curriculum with 
the option, where possible  and appropriate, of full or partial integration and interaction with 
other  pupils.

Autism classes are established with a staffing ratio of 1 teacher and a minimum  of 2 Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs) for every 6 children. Other SNAs may be  allocated if required to 
meet the care needs of the children. Start-up grants  are provided to the schools to enable special 
equipment to be purchased.  Enhanced capitation is paid in respect of each child and assistive 
technology  is funded where this is recommended.

This approach promotes the maximum level of inclusion which accords with the  intent of 
the EPSEN Act. While some children may be able to attend a mainstream  class, for others the 
most appropriate provision may be in a special class or  unit in the school or in a special school.

My Department supports provision in mainstream schools, some 540 special  classes for 
autism attached to mainstream and special schools and 18 special  schools for children with 
autism throughout the State which cater for the  educational needs of some 5,000 children with 
autism, all of which operate  within the policy parameters.

This policy is based on advice received from international experts on autism,  NEPS, the 
Inspectorate and the report of the Irish Task Force on Autism. My  Department has satisfied 
itself that research does not support the exclusive  usage of any one approach as a basis for na-
tional educational provision for  children with autism. It is for this reason that my Department’s 
preferred  policy is for a child centred approach where the approach to be taken is based  on the 
individual child’s needs.

My Department continues to develop policy and programmes for children with  special 
educational needs, including those with autism, and will continue to  take relevant professional 
advice into account in this regard.

26/03/2013WRK04900Teachers’ Remuneration

26/03/2013WRK05000261. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills in spite 
of written confirmation that a person (details supplied) will be paid on the old scale and will 
not be considered a new entrant, the person was told by his Department on a 25 January 2013, 
0008/2013, circular that they will be paid as a new entrant; if he will confirm that the person is 
in fact to be paid on the old scale; the action he will take regarding newly qualified teachers in 
equally ambiguous situations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15087/13]

26/03/2013WRK05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The introduction of this new 
salary scale has been a complex task which has  required a detailed implementation process.  
My Department, in consultation  with VECs, is working through the operational aspects of 
these changes as they  affect existing teachers and their pay.

The case of the person referred to by the Deputy is being examined.  The person  will be 
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advised of the position in the near future.

26/03/2013WRL00150Special Educational Needs Staffing

26/03/2013WRL00200262. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 75 of 13 February 2013 if he will now furnish a reply in relation to a 
replacement special education needs organiser that was assigned to this child. [15121/13]

26/03/2013WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the matter raised by the 
Deputy related to an internal staffing arrangement within the National Council for Special Edu-
cation (NCSE), the Deputy’s question was forwarded to that organisation for their consideration 
and direct reply.

I can advise the Deputy that the NCSE has confirmed that a reply has now issued directly to 
the Deputy regarding this matter.

Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 234.

26/03/2013WRL00450Croke Park Agreement Issues

26/03/2013WRL00500264. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Cumann na 
mBunscol games and activities (details supplied) may be included as part of any agreement on 
additional time in schools, acknowledging the voluntary effort of so many teachers, the impor-
tance of Cumann na mBunscol games and activities in enriching the lives of pupils and there-
fore enshrining the importance of our national games in the curriculum; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15131/13]

26/03/2013WRL00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the Public Service 
(Croke Park) Agreement 2010 - 2014, teachers undertook to provide additional time for a range 
of activities to take place without the need to reduce class contact/tuition time. The purposes for 
which the additional time can be used in primary schools are detailed in circular letter 8/2011, 
which is available on my Department’s website.

The recent proposals put forward by the Labour Relations Commission on an extension to 
the Croke Park Agreement include a proposal that teachers will provide additional time for the 
purpose of supervision and substitution work. These proposals are currently being considered 
by the membership of the public service trade unions and I do not believe it would be helpful 
to this ongoing decision-making process for me to comment or elaborate upon proposals which 
were carefully constructed by the LRC.

Question No. 265 answered with Question No. 237.

26/03/2013WRL00750Schools Building Projects Status

26/03/2013WRL00800266. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cur-
rent status of the six new or replacement schools announced as part of the national stimulus plan 
on an individual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15153/13]

26/03/2013WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In July 2012 a planned in-
vestment in educational projects through the public private partnership process (PPP) was an-
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nounced as part of the Government’s economic stimulus package. As a result, a further 2 bun-
dles of school projects will be rolled out consisting of a total of 12 individual schools worth a 
total of approximately €100 million.

Delivering these schools through the PPP process will mean that the private sector rather 
than the State sector will bear the initial costs of the job rich schools projects. Accordingly, pro-
curement of these 2 bundles is expected to commence on a rolling basis beginning in 2013 with 
the completion of the schools targeted for 2017 and 2018. Schools that make up Bundle 4 will 
consist of 1 primary and 5 post primary schools details of which are as follows:

Name School Type

1 St Joseph’s Secondary School, Tulla, Co Clare. New Secondary School.

2 Skibbereen, Co Cork. New Community School.

3 Celbridge Co Kildare New Primary School

4 Celbridge Co. Kildare. New Post Primary School.

5 St Mary’s College, Dundalk, Louth. Secondary School.

6 Comeragh, Carrick-on-Suir New VEC College.

Details of the 6 schools that are expected to make up Bundle 5 are currently being finalised.

26/03/2013WRL00950Institutes of Technology

26/03/2013WRL01000267. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cur-
rent status of phase one of the consolidation of Dublin Institute of Technology into one single 
site at Grangegorman as announced as part of the national stimulus plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15154/13]

26/03/2013WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Infrastructure works on the 
site will commence in April 2013 when contracts for demolition works are placed.  Further en-
abling works (relating to piping / site and sewage works) are expected to be placed later in the 
summer and will continue throughout 2014. The first tranche of 1,000 students are expected to 
be on site by 1st September 2014 in time for the start of the 2014/2015 academic year (there are 
no students on the site as yet).

26/03/2013WRL01150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRL01200268. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if financial as-
sistance is available for students who were brought up in care; if he will outline the way this 
assistance may be applied for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15161/13]

26/03/2013WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The principal financial sup-
port available to students from my Department is provided under the student grant scheme, 
which makes available means-tested financial assistance to less well off students.  Under the 
terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the pre-
scribed conditions of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved 
course, previous academic attainment and means.  To determine eligibility, a student may sub-
mit a fully completed online grant application to Student Universal Support Ireland via the 
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studentfinance.ie website once the application process for the 2013/14 academic year opens.

26/03/2013WRL01350Schools Building Projects Expenditure

26/03/2013WRL01400269. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding will 
be provided to build the extension to a college (details supplied) in Dublin 15 including new 
classrooms and a sports hall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15165/13]

26/03/2013WRL01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning.  Due 
to competing demands on the Department’s capital budget imposed by the need to prioritise 
the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to meet 
increasing demographic requirements it was not possible to include this project in the 5 year 
construction programme.  School building projects, including the project referred to by the 
Deputy, which have not been included in the five year construction programme, but which 
were announced for initial inclusion in the building programme will continue to be progressed 
to final planning stages in anticipation of the possibility of further funds being available to the 
Department in future years.

26/03/2013WRL01550School Patronage

26/03/2013WRL01600270. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will undertake 
a review of the patronage decision with regard to the new second level school in Tyrrelstown, 
Dublin 15 to ensure the views and concerns of all members of the local community are satisfied 
with the situation. [15166/13]

26/03/2013WRL01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The criteria that applied in 
awarding patronage of the post primary school for Tyrrelstown-Mulhuddart were as announced 
by me on 27th June 2011.  These criteria provided for a greater diversity of school patronage 
having regard to parental preferences in each area.  One of the criteria provided that the new 
schools would have to accept all pupils from within the areas they are to serve.  The recommen-
dation made by the New Schools Establishment Group was that the Le Chéile Schools Trust 
patronage model satisfied all of the criteria, and on the basis of the level of parental demand 
shown for this type of school, should be awarded patronage.  I accepted this recommendation 
and announced my decision to award patronage of the new school to Le Chéile Schools Trust 
on 25th July, 2012.  It is not proposed to review the decision at this stage.

26/03/2013WRL01750National Procurement Service

26/03/2013WRL01800271. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the impact the proposed centralisation of State procurement procedures will have 
on small, local businesses which have been supplying schools and educational facilities for, 
in some cases, decades and are, through good working relationships, attuned to the particular 
requirements of local schools. [15232/13]

26/03/2013WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy may be aware 
that the National Procurement Service (NPS) is supporting Small and Medium Business Enter-
prises (SMEs) to participate in public sector procurement competitions through its education 
and guidance strategies. All of the NPS tender documents explicitly seek to encourage the par-
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ticipation of SMEs in competitions, by encouraging them to explore the possibilities of forming 
relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises.

In terms of public procurement reform, it has been estimated that €9 billion is spent by 
public bodies annually on the procurement of supplies and services.  My colleague Minister 
Howlin has highlighted the importance of ensuring that the public sector is achieving maximum 
value for money and operational efficiency in its approach to public procurement. Centralising 
the procurement of commonly used goods and services can deliver significant benefits which 
include: cash savings; administrative savings from reduced duplication of tendering; greater 
purchasing expertise; improved consistency and enhanced service levels.

In addition, given the financial constraints within which we must all now work, cost reduc-
tions and savings can go some way to helping Exchequer funded bodies, such as schools, man-
age within reducing financial budgets.

Given the potential benefits that can be realised across the public sector, public procure-
ment is one of the major projects of key strategic importance under the Government’s Public 
Service Reform Plan. The Public Service Reform Plan, published in November 2011, provides 
for the development of a new policy framework for procurement.  This work is now being led 
by the newly appointed Chief Procurement Officer, Paul Quinn.  Under his leadership a new 
national procurement office for the public sector is being established. Paul is currently working 
with officials across the public sector to put in place new sectoral and centralised procurement 
arrangements.

I do appreciate the concerns being raised by school supply companies and I have asked 
relevant officials here in the Department, who are coordinating procurement reform in the Edu-
cation and Training sector, to take these concerns into consideration in the context of the work 
being undertaken on procurement reform.

26/03/2013WRL01950Schools Building Projects Status

26/03/2013WRL02000272. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm 
if places on the five year school building programme have become available for schools not 
originally included but which have overtaken other listed schools in terms of preparation and 
readiness to proceed with construction and improvements projects. [15233/13]

26/03/2013WRL02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy may be aware, 
it was anticipated in the announcement of the five year construction programme in March last 
year that adjustments might be made in relation to the scheduling of projects included in the 
programme on a year to year basis within the lifetime of the Plan. Decisions on these matters 
are made following consideration of a number of criteria, such as the overall annual funding 
available, the urgency and prioritising of competing projects to meet demographic require-
ments, multi-annual contractual commitments created by individual projects and the technical 
readiness of projects to proceed to tender and construction.

However there were also a number of school building projects which simply could not be 
included in the five year plan I announced in March last year. However, as the Deputy is aware, 
my Department has continued to progress projects outside the five year plan to the final plan-
ning stages in anticipation of further funding becoming available to my Department in future 
years. To date no extra funding has been made available.  As 2013 progresses, projects sched-
uled to proceed to construction in the later years of the plan will be assessed in the context of 
the criteria that I have outlined above and can only be considered for advancement if there is 
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the financial scope to do so.

26/03/2013WRL02150Student Grant Scheme Appeals

26/03/2013WRL02200273. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student grant 
application will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15286/13]

26/03/2013WRL02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The independent Student 
Grants Appeal Board is in receipt of an appeal from the student in question.  The appeal is due 
for consideration on the 9th April next.  The student will be notified directly of the outcome by 
the Appeals Board.

26/03/2013WRL02350Free Education Scheme

26/03/2013WRL02400274. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide details of the agreement between his Department and Kilkenny College as part of the 
college agreeing to enter the free education scheme; if it is envisaged that similar additional 
costs will accrue for the Exchequer in the event of other fee-charging schools joining the free 
education scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15287/13]

26/03/2013WRL02500275. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ad-
ditional cost to the Exchequer as a result of the decision of Kilkenny College to enter the free 
education scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15288/13]

26/03/2013WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 274 and 275 together.

The Government is committed to supporting access of minority denomination communities 
to schools that are of their tradition or ethos.  The provision made by Kilkenny College caters 
for the needs of children from the Protestant community spread across several counties.  Ac-
cordingly when the authorities of Kilkenny College indicated that they were considering that 
the long term future of that school might be better secured by entering the Free Scheme I was 
happy to have officials of my Department work with the college authorities to work through 
a basis on which such a transfer would be feasible if that was their ultimate judgement.  The 
Deputy will appreciate that over the course of those detailed discussions the College authorities 
shared information in confidence with the Department. While that is the case I do want to advise 
the Deputy of the agreement reached with the College.  Kilkenny College will cease to charge 
fees with effect from the start of school year in September next and as a result my Department 
will in future pay the salaries of a teacher for every 19 students attending the College.  This 
compares with one teacher for every 21 students in fee charging schools at present and which 
will rise to one teacher for every 23 students in September 2013.  My Department will also 
provide capitation and related funding to the College on the same basis as every other voluntary 
secondary school within the Free Education Scheme.  I also approved certain transition arrange-
ments in relation to teaching staff employed by the College and reviewed the level of exchequer 
funding approved by the Department for building projects carried out by the College.  The 
precise cost of additional exchequer expenditure in Kilkenny College will be a function later 
this year of the actual enrolment in the College as a school within the Free Scheme.  The report 
I published recently “Fee Charging Schools - Analysis of Fee income” included an amount of 
€ 23.55 million exchequer funding foregone by the schools.  This equates with the amount of 
exchequer funding that would be paid out if every single fee charging school sought to transfer 
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to the Free Scheme.  I do not envisage that all of the schools will seek to do so.  However, any 
approach to my Department will be considered on an individual basis that will take account of 
the significance of the provision concerned in terms of diversity and overall demand for school 
places in the locality served by the school.

26/03/2013WRL02650Free Education Scheme

26/03/2013WRL02700276. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the esti-
mated average cost to the Exchequer of a student attending a secondary school participating 
in the free education scheme and the way this compares to the average cost to his Department 
for each student attending a fee paying school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15289/13]

26/03/2013WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The estimated average cost 
per student of a teaching post allocated to a voluntary secondary school in the Free Education 
scheme at a ratio of 19:1 is estimated at €3,368.  A student enrolled in a school in the Free 
Education scheme also attracts per capita and associated grants totalling €639 per annum.  Ac-
cordingly, the average per student cost in respect of a voluntary secondary school in the Free 
Education scheme is €4,007.  The estimated average cost per pupil of a teaching post allocated 
to a fee charging school at a ratio of 21:1 is estimated at €3,048.  Grants are not paid by my 
Department in respect of students enrolled in fee-charging schools.

26/03/2013WRL02850Student Grant Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRL02900277. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son for a delay in providing clarity to Student Universal Support Ireland on the application of a 
person (details supplied) on whether their qualification is equivalent to a level 8 undergraduate 
degree or a level 9 masters degree, according to the Irish National Framework of Qualifications; 
when clarity will issue, in view of the fact that the extensive delay is causing significant grief 
for the applicant and their family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15290/13]

26/03/2013WRL03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 20th March, 2013

26/03/2013WRL03050Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

26/03/2013WRL03100278. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill in non-
commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15966/13]

26/03/2013WRL03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Ten CEOs in agencies under 
the aegis of my Department are in receipt of salaries in excess of €100,000.  If these salaries 
were to be capped, the resultant saving to the Exchequer would be €301,602

26/03/2013WRL03250Coastal Erosion

26/03/2013WRL03300279. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in view 
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of the impact that coastal erosion is having on our environment and the serious problems faced 
by Ireland and many other European countries due to global warming, rising tides and so on, 
if he will ensure that this important issue is made a European priority during Ireland’s EU 
Presidency and that adequate funding is put in place to address this European environmental 
problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14808/13]

26/03/2013WRL03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I agree with the Deputy that coastal erosion is an important matter and note his com-
ments on addressing as a priority the impact of coastal erosion on the environment in an EU 
wide context during Ireland’s EU Presidency. 

I would say at the outset that coastal erosion is a natural and ongoing process and it only 
becomes a problem when it threatens human life, infrastructure and properties. It differs signifi-
cantly from coastal flooding, as assets are permanently lost. Dealing with  problems of coastal 
erosion also requires a somewhat different approach to problems of flooding and must be ad-
dressed in a sensitive manner.

The management of problems of coastal erosion in any particular area is first and foremost 
a matter for the relevant local authority. The local authority must assess the problem in the first 
instance and, if it considers that specific measures and works are required, it can submit an ap-
plication to the OPW for funding to implement those measures under the OPW’s Minor Coastal 
Works Scheme. This Scheme is one of the principal means through which the OPW, in conjunc-
tion with the local authorities, is tackling the problems of coastal erosion.

Applications for funding under the Minor Works Scheme are assessed by the OPW to ensure 
that the works proposed are viable and are based on a robust technical analysis and assessment 
of the problems. To be eligible for funding the proposals must also be shown to be cost benefi-
cial and have a sound economic justification. OPW requires that proposals and funding applica-
tions for structural measures to prevent or mitigate erosion should be done in conjunction with 
an appropriate coastal erosion risk management study, which fully investigates, substantiates 
and demonstrates the merits of the measures being proposed. 

Significant work has been carried out under the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study 
(ICPSS) which is a major examination being undertaken by the consultancy group RPS to 
assess and identify the most significant areas of erosion risk for the entire national coastline. 
This major study is virtually complete and it will provide invaluable and essential information 
required to inform policy in this area.

The ICPSS is mapping the entire national coastline and the erosion hazard maps produced 
and published under the study will be available to local planners to inform and guide decisions 
on local coastal planning issues. This is very important element in the overall management 
framework to deal with problems of coastal erosion as it is vitally important that the correct 
decisions are made to avoid future risk associated with inappropriate developments in coastal 
areas.

26/03/2013WRM00150Public Sector Increment Payments

26/03/2013WRM00200280. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount of savings that would be achieved by freezing the increments of those who earn more 
than €65,000 in the public sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14698/13]

26/03/2013WRM00300285. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide in a tabular form the annual savings to the State in 2013 and each year there-
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after to 2015 of the proposed reduction in overtime rates as sought and secured by the Govern-
ment’s negotiator in the Croke Park 2 proposals. [14795/13]

26/03/2013WRM00400286. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide in a tabular form the annual savings to the State in 2013 and each year there-
after to 2015 of the proposed withdrawal of increments for three months to those on salaries 
below €35,000 inclusive of allowances in the nature of pay in the Croke Park 2 proposals. 
[14796/13]

26/03/2013WRM00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 280, 285 and 286 together.

In relation to estimates of savings arising from the LRC proposals, the Revised Estimates 
Volume for 2013 will set out the revised allocations for Votes arising from the proposals made 
and will include an overall savings provision on the pay and pensions bill of some €300m for 
2013.  My Department will be contacting Departments shortly with the final pay allocations 
for 2013 including Employment Control Framework staffing ceilings which will include sav-
ings arising from the LRC proposals.  This will have implications for the overall allocations for 
Votes.  The Revised Estimates Volume for 2013 will be submitted to the Oireachtas for consid-
eration in due course.

Following the publication of the 2013 Revised Estimates Volume, which will be brought to 
Government immediately after Easter and published thereafter, Departments will be contacted 
regarding their overall allocations for the period 2014-2016, including the ongoing effect of the 
pay proposals and staffing ceilings.

26/03/2013WRM00550Outsourcing of Public Services

26/03/2013WRM00600281. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide an update on his policy with ensuring proper working conditions and hours of the 
employees of agencies to whom Government Departments contract out work, including in the 
catering, security and cleaning sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14719/13]

26/03/2013WRM00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Employment 
law and its enforcement apply equally to public and private sector contracts.  Consequently, it is 
not necessary for me as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to set out a separate policy 
for public sector contracts.  My colleague Mr Richard Bruton, Minister for Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation has overall policy responsibility for employment rights.  The National Employ-
ment Rights Authority (NERA) is responsible for enforcing minimum statutory employment 
rights and entitlements in the State and, in undertaking that role, carries out a range of functions 
including the provision of employment rights information and the inspection of employment 
related records.  NERA operates a system of risk based inspections in sectors where there are 
identifiable risks.  Inspections are also carried out in response to complaints received and rou-
tine inspections are undertaken as a control measure.

The Public Service Agreement 2010 – 2014 established a mechanism to monitor compli-
ance with employment law, including REAs, in operations which are the subject of outsourcing.  
The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform notified each department on 22 December 
2011 of these arrangements.

It is a condition of any contract entered into by a public authority with a private sector entity 
(other than for operations that may reasonably be considered as small scale) that the entity is 
required to provide access to certain information.  This information should allow the authority 
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to assess compliance with employment legislation, including relevant REAs, consistent with 
the requirements of EU and national law.  Any sub-contractors employed are also required to 
adhere to these conditions.

26/03/2013WRM00750Croke Park Agreement Issues

26/03/2013WRM00800282. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he accepts that the decision of his negotiator in the recently completed Croke Park 2 nego-
tiations to secure the withdrawal of flexible working arrangements will impact excessively on 
women working within the sector; and the measures he will take to ensure women can continue 
to participate fully in the public sector work force. [14790/13]

26/03/2013WRM00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Flexible 
Working Arrangements are not being withdrawn under the Labour Relation Commission (LRC) 
proposals.  Work-life balance arrangements in the public service will continue to be among the 
best available options provided by Irish employers, particularly when considered in tandem 
with annual leave and other provisions.  These arrangements underpin important social policy 
goals, in particular supporting the ongoing participation of parents and carers in the workplace.

A range of flexible working arrangements will continue to be available across the pub-
lic service where they currently exist, including, flexi-time, work-sharing arrangements, the 
shorter working year scheme, career breaks, as well as all of the statutory entitlements such as 
parental leave and carer’s leave.  The LRC is proposing that two of these arrangements, namely 
flexi-time and work-sharing, be amended as sustainable reform measures that will underpin the 
delivery of a more integrated, efficient and effective public service.

Flexi-time

Public service organisations that currently have flexi-time in place will continue to have 
flexi-time.  It will be available for existing staff and new entrants up to the grade of Higher 
Executive Officer and equivalent.  Everyone on flexi-time will continue, within certain limits, 
to be able to vary their arrival times, departure times and lunch breaks.  A change is proposed in 
the amount of flexi-leave that can be taken in a flexi period.  (4 weeks) – this will now be one 
day.  This still allows somebody on flexi-time to avail of an additional 13 days flexi-leave per 
year in addition to their annual leave entitlement and any other flexible working arrangements 
that they may have.  Management grades at Assistant Principal and equivalent, who currently 
have access to flexi-time will continue to have access to these arrangements but will not have 
access to flexi-leave.

Work Sharing

It is important to clarify that a worksharer is an employee who was recruited to a full time 
position and has opted to reduce their hours to an agreed work sharing pattern.  Work sharing 
will still be available within the public service.  The proposals include a provision that will re-
quire everyone, with notable exceptions, to work a pattern of at least 50% of the full time hours.  
It is important to note that only in the region of 2% of those currently work sharing in the Civil 
Service have a pattern of less than 50%.

In recognition of the valuable contribution made by carers to society, those in receipt of 
Carer’s Allowance will not be required to increase their hours above the 15 hour a week limit 
for payment of their allowance.  In support of our commitment to achieving the public service 
target of a 3% employment rate for people with disabilities, those with disabilities who have 
reached a reasonable accommodation with their employer to work less than 50% of full time 



Questions - Written Answers

774

hours will continue to be able to avail of these arrangements for as long as they are required.

It is necessary to revise flexi-time and work-sharing arrangements to better reflect the cur-
rent needs of public service organisations, in the context of falling numbers and changing de-
mands for public services.  As you will appreciate, the operation of these arrangements must 
support the business of the organisation and the provision of services to the public.  The pro-
posed changes are an attempt to balance the requirements of the business while enabling staff 
to balance work and personal life requirements.

The Irish public service has a proud record of promoting these arrangements and the em-
ployee profile across the service reflects the strong efforts made over the last few decades to 
ensure that public servants’ employment terms allow them to balance their work and home 
commitments.

26/03/2013WRM00950Croke Park Agreement Issues

26/03/2013WRM01000283. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 270 of 12 March 2013 the reason, if the redeployment ar-
rangements as set out in Section 6.1.23 of the original Croke Park Agreement 6.1.23 Staff may 
be redeployed to a location within a 45 km radius of their current work location or of their home 
address, whichever is the shorter commute will continue; the reason his negotiator sought and 
secured an amendment to the current arrangements which states that staff may be redeployed 
45km from the existing headquarters or staff home location, whichever is nearer to the new 
location. [14791/13]

26/03/2013WRM01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The guideline 
distance for redeployment continues to be 45km. Redeployment options may of necessity be 
beyond this guideline distance and in such circumstances consultation will take place in relation 
to the assignment on offer.  The text of the draft Public Service Agreement clarifies that 45km 
remains the guideline distance for redeployment.

26/03/2013WRM01150Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRM01200284. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide in a tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay 
bill if non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [14794/13]

26/03/2013WRM01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The annual 
saving to the public sector pay bill if non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000 
in the agencies under the remit of my Department would be €135,140

Questions Nos. 285 and 286 answered with Question No. 280.

26/03/2013WRM01450Public Service Contracts

26/03/2013WRM01500287. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there are plans to contract out the work surrounding the routine maintenance of public build-
ings, that is schools, Garda stations and so on; when the procurements of such projects will take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14837/13]
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26/03/2013WRM01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Evaluating 
opportunities for the external delivery of some non-core public services is an action in the Pub-
lic Service Reform Plan agreed by Government in November 2011.  In July 2012, the Govern-
ment agreed a range of actions aimed at achieving a focused and integrated approach to external 
service delivery of non-core processes with the objective of reducing costs and focusing staff 
resources on priority areas.

As part of this approach, the Government has decided that all proposed new services across 
the Public Service will be tested for external service delivery before any approval to provide the 
service internally will be granted.  External service delivery leads have been appointed in every 
Department and Sector and the three major sectors of Health, Justice and Local Government 
have prepared external service delivery plans.  My Department is also examining a number of 
potential cross-Departmental major projects for external service delivery.

While my Department is overseeing the development and implementation of external ser-
vice delivery policy for the Public Service, the testing and ultimate decision with regard to the 
outsourcing of any particular service is a matter for the individual public bodies concerned in 
each case.

26/03/2013WRM01650Croke Park Agreement Issues

26/03/2013WRM01700288. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on an across the board pay cut in public service pay; the way this compares with his 
views on the Croke Park two Draft Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14933/13]

26/03/2013WRM01800290. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on whether the Croke Park two draft agreement is the best deal available; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14935/13]

26/03/2013WRM01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 288 and 290 together.  

I refer to my reply to Question Nos. 12607 and 13035 of 12 March 2013.

26/03/2013WRM01950Croke Park Agreement Implementation

26/03/2013WRM02000289. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on whether legislation will be required to change the pay and conditions of public ser-
vants if the Croke Park two agreement is approved; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14934/13]

26/03/2013WRM02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As noted in 
the proposals issued by the Labour Relations Commission following an intensive period of 
negotiations between public service employers and the Public Services Committee of the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions, significant elements, including those relating to remuneration and 
working hours, will require legislation.

  Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 288.
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26/03/2013WRM02250Croke Park Agreement Issues

26/03/2013WRM02300291. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will arrange for the letters that were issued to the individual trade unions in connection with the 
Croke Park II draft agreement to be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14936/13]

26/03/2013WRM02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the 
Deputy to the response I issued in relation to question No. 282 of 20th March, 2013 in which I 
stated that, in line with normal and longstanding industrial relations practice, a number of letters 
clarifying aspects of the Labour Relation Commission (LRC) proposals were issued to member 
unions of the Public Service Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions by the Labour 
Relations Commission (LRC) and by sectoral management as appropriate.  It is a common and 
longstanding feature of collective agreements to clarify points of understanding or agreement in 
this way.  It has never been the practice to publish such letters of clarification.

26/03/2013WRM02450Croke Park Agreement Issues

26/03/2013WRM02500292. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the person that represented public sector pensioners at the recent Croke Park extension negotia-
tions; if the agreement is passed, the effect will this have on public sector pensions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14960/13]

26/03/2013WRM02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The talks 
leading up to the recent Labour Relations Commission proposals for a Public Service Agree-
ment 2013 – 2016 took place between Government officials representing the State as employer, 
and staff representatives, principally the Public Services Committee of the ICTU, representing 
public servants.  The talks and draft Agreement did not encompass public service pensioners 
and their pension entitlements, and on this basis it is clear that the question of pensioner repre-
sentation at the negotiations did not arise.

As referred to in the Labour Relations Commission proposals document, separately to the 
planned pay and productivity measures for existing public servants, the Government has de-
cided to legislate for certain changes in respect of public service pensions.  These changes are 
not part of the draft Public Service Agreement, and were not proposed by the Labour Relations 
Commission.

The main pension change proposed is that all public service pensions greater than €32,500 
will be reduced with effect from 1 July 2013.  The Government has decided that this is a suit-
able means by which public service pensioners will make a fair and proportionate contribution 
to the ongoing fiscal consolidation.  The proposed new reduction in pensions over €32,500 
will range from 2% to 5%, with the largest reductions being borne by those on higher pension 
rates; it will apply to pensions already in payment and to those awarded up to the end of August 
2014.  The reduction is likely to be implemented by way of increasing and extending the Public 
Service Pension Reduction (PSPR), which was introduced on 1 January 2011, and which cur-
rently applies to all public service pensions over €12,000 awarded at any time before the end 
of February 2012.  Further details, including the actual rates of reduction, will be available on 
publication of the necessary legislation.

It has also been decided that public servants who retire before the end of August 2014 will 
have their pension and lump sum awards calculated by reference to current pay rates, that is, 
the rates applying before the pay cuts above the €65,000 level on 1 July 2013 provided for in 
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the draft Public Service Agreement.  This is intended to facilitate public service management 
in planning for staff departures in an orderly fashion.  For clarity, all public servants who retire 
on pensions greater than €32,500 during this period to end-August 2014 will be subject to the 
proposed new pension reduction.

26/03/2013WRM02650Land Transfers

26/03/2013WRM02700293. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the transfer of land (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14964/13]

26/03/2013WRM02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The conveyancing of the property at Derrynane from the Commissioners of Public 
Works to Kerry County Council has been a complex legal process.  The key issue has been 
establishing title documentation. I understand that the matter has progressed significantly in 
recent weeks and that contract documents have been returned to the Chief State Solicitor’s Of-
fice.  I am hopeful that the transfer can be concluded shortly.

26/03/2013WRM02850Public Sector Staff

26/03/2013WRM02900294. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
guidance and timeframe for the Office of Public Works to provide employment references for 
former employees. [15020/13]

26/03/2013WRM03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works deals with requests for employment references in a timely 
manner as and when they are received.  The standard procedure is to include details of the em-
ployee’s post and duration of employment with the Office.

26/03/2013WRM03050North-South Implementation Bodies

26/03/2013WRM03100295. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son the SEUPB has cut PEACE III funding from the Training for Women Network; the assess-
ments that have been carried out on the impact this cut in funding will have on the work of the 
Network North and South; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15070/13]

26/03/2013WRM03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The PEACE 
III Programme is managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB), a North South Im-
plementation body established under the Good Friday Agreement.  The SEUPB has confirmed 
that no funding has been cut with regards to the Training for Women Network (TWN).  To date 
the organisation has received two Letters of Offer for two separate projects under the PEACE 
III Programme.  Further details of these projects are as follows:

PROJECT NAME LETTER OF OF-
FER VALUE (£)

START DATE COMPLETION 
DATE

Positive Relations £2,766,645 07/08/2008 23/05/2011
Extending Positive 
Relations

£2,864,137 01/03/2011 30/06/2013
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All projects in receipt of funding under the EU’s PEACE III Programme are made aware 
that this support is for specific activities to be delivered within an agreed time period, and must 
therefore make the necessary provisions to ensure that all project activities are concluded in 
line with their original letter of offer.  In total TWN has received approximately £5.6 million 
of PEACE III funding; this equates to approximately 13.5% of the funding budget available 
for measure “1.1 Building Positive Relations at the Local Level (Regional Projects)”.  This has 
been one of the most heavily-subscribed measures within PEACE III.  The Programme is now 
fully committed and work is underway to ensure the delivery of all funded projects before the 
Programmes conclusion.

26/03/2013WRM03250Public Procurement Regulations

26/03/2013WRM03300296. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that the savings to be made under the proposed reform of 
the State procurement process will most likely be lessened considerably, if not negated, by the 
adverse impact centralisation will have on the viability of small to medium sized local business 
which would ultimately increase pressure on the social protection budget. [15231/13]

26/03/2013WRM03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public 
Service Reform Plan published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in No-
vember 2011 identified procurement reform as a key instrument that can assist in maintaining 
the delivery of public services in an efficient manner.  The national arrangements put in place by 
the National Procurement Service (NPS) are designed to enable the State to do more with less 
by aggregating procurement to secure better value for money.  The majority of the aggregated 
arrangements are not new and have been available to the public service for a number of years.  
In utilising the national contracts, public bodies are able to take advantage of the NPS’s buy-
ing power and as a result can purchase supplies at competitive prices.  This facilitates ongoing 
service delivery within tighter operating budgets.

In relation to the potential impact of aggregated procurement arrangements, it is worth not-
ing that such arrangements can be implemented in a manner that achieves value for money and 
also facilitates SME access.  While certain categories of goods and services may be suited to 
single supplier arrangements (e.g. electricity and gas), it should not be taken that single supplier 
frameworks are to be accepted as the norm.  The greater use where appropriate of multi-supplier 
frameworks – for example the supply of managed print services - can address local supplier 
issues while also ensuring ongoing cost competitiveness of the framework itself.  In order to 
facilitate SMEs, the NPS has encouraged tenderers who did not have the capability in their own 
right of providing goods and services nationally to partner with other entities to satisfy this re-
quirement.  Such multi-supplier frameworks can also offer SMEs the opportunity to participate 
in national level contracts.

In order to encourage greater SME participation the NPS over the past 3 years has con-
ducted a targeted programme of education for suppliers who wish to learn more about doing 
business with the Irish Public Service.  This programme consists of seminars, workshops and 
large scale ‘meet the buyer’ events hosted nationwide.  Attendees could avail of educational 
seminars on a variety of topics ranging from the technicalities of public service procurement 
to procedures around consortia-building for SMEs.  To date the NPS has facilitated workshops 
and presented at seminars to over 3,000 SMEs nationwide.  Parallel with these events the NPS 
also works closely with business representative bodies such as ISME and IBEC to provide 
briefings for their members.
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26/03/2013WRM03450Joint Labour Committees Review

26/03/2013WRM03500297. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
time scale of the review of the JLCs as provided for under section 11 of the Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2012. [14857/13]

26/03/2013WRM03600298. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide detail of any guidance, advice or submission by him, his Department or other State 
agency to the Labour Court in conducting the review of JLC’s. [14858/13]

26/03/2013WRM03700299. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
guidance given to the Labour Court in the event that consensus or agreement cannot be reached 
by parties to JLC’s as part of the on-going review by the Labour Court of JLC’s; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14859/13]

26/03/2013WRM03800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 297 to 299, inclusive, together.

The new Section 41A of Industrial Relations Act 1946 (inserted by Section 11 of the Indus-
trial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012) provides that reviews of each Joint Labour Committee 
(JLC) will be carried by the Labour Court, as soon as practicable after the commencement of 
the Act, and at least once every 5 years thereafter.

In this context, the Labour Court appointed Ms Janet Hughes to undertake the review of the 
10 existing JLCs on its behalf.  Notices were placed by the Labour Court in the national news-
papers seeking submissions from interested parties on the issue.

The deadline for submissions was 1st March 2013.  The Labour Court is obliged under the 
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012 to conclude its review by 12 April 2013.  The new 
Section 41A of Industrial Relations Act 1946 sets down the specific criteria to which the Labour 
Court is required to have regard when carrying out the independent review.  The outcome of the 
review will inform the Labour Court as to whether any JLC should be abolished, maintained 
in its current form, amalgamated with another JLC or its establishment order amended.  The 
Labour Court will then make recommendations to me and if I am satisfied that the correct pro-
cedures have been followed, and I consider it appropriate to do so, I will make an order in the 
terms of the recommendation.  If I decide not to make such an order, I will advise the Labour 
Court in writing of the reasons why.

Ms Hughes sought specific clarification from my Department regarding previous statements 
made by me regarding the potential rationalisation of the number of JLCs arising from the rec-
ommendations in the 2011 Duffy Walsh report.  Ms Hughes was advised that the Duffy Walsh 
Report was published almost two years ago.  In line with section 11 of the Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2012, the Labour Court has since initiated a comprehensive review of each 
JLC.  Ms Hughes was also advised that this review will supersede the recommendations of the 
Duffy Walsh Report in this regard and the Labour Court will make recommendations to me 
based on the review and on specific criteria set out in the 2012 Act that post-date the Duffy 
Walsh Report.  Ms Hughes also sought, and was given, general views on possible legislative 
implications in the event that any changes were proposed regarding a JLC.

26/03/2013WRN00150Microenterprise Loan Fund Application Numbers

26/03/2013WRN00200300. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
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will detail, by county enterprise board, the number of applications to the microenterprise loan 
fund; the value of applications; the number of successful applications; and the value of success-
ful applications. [14924/13]

26/03/2013WRN00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Microfinance 
Ireland (MFI) began operating in October 2012. As of 25 March 2013, 97 loan applications 
have been received via the CEBs and 41 have been received directly from applicants.  To date, 
72 of the applications furnished via the CEBs have been processed (i.e. approved/declined/in 
appeal or withdrawn by applicant).  So far 28 of the applications received via the CEBs have 
been approved i.e. an approval rate of 39% and 25 are not yet fully assessed and are work in 
progress.  

It is my intention that progress reports on the Microenterprise Loan Fund will be published 
via the MFI website microfinanceireland.ie and on my Department’s website enterprise.gov.ie 
on a quarterly basis.  Quarter 1 Progress Report for the period January 2013 to March 2013 will 
be made available in mid-April, with subsequent quarterly reports made available in mid-July, 
mid-October and mid- January 2014.

Below is a breakdown by County Enterprise Board of the 97 applications, the total value 
of applications, the number of successful applications and the value of successful applications 
received as of 25 March 2013. 

Enterprise 
Board Name

The number 
of applications 
via CEBs to the 
Microenterprise 
Loan Fund

The total value 
of applications€

The number of 
successful ap-
plications

The value of 
successful ap-
plications€

1. Limerick 
County Enter-
prise Board

11 212,494 4 54,499

2. Meath 
County Enter-
prise Board

7 136,997 1 15,000

3. Dublin 
City Enterprise 
Board

7 106,899 3 44,999

4. Fingal 
County Enter-
prise Board

6 134,498 3 60,998

5. Mayo 
County Enter-
prise Board

4 71,999 2 30,000

6. Tip-
perary North 
County Enter-
prise Board

4 67,900 0 -

7. Tip-
perary South 
County Enter-
prise Board

4 47,700 1 6,000
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Enterprise 
Board Name

The number 
of applications 
via CEBs to the 
Microenterprise 
Loan Fund

The total value 
of applications€

The number of 
successful ap-
plications

The value of 
successful ap-
plications€

8. Wexford 
County Enter-
prise Board

4 85,998 1 16,000

9. Leitrim 
County Enter-
prise Board

4 95,997 0 -

10. Carlow 
County Enter-
prise Board

4 99,996 1 24,999

11. Laois 
County  Enter-
prise Board

4 65,000 0 -

12. Kerry 
County Enter-
prise Board

3 59,999 2 39,999

13. Wicklow 
County Enter-
prise Board

3 74,997 1 24,999

14. Roscom-
mon County En-
terprise Board

3 51,999 1 24,999

15. Cork 
South County 
Enterprise 
Board

3 54,998 1 5,000

16. Clare 
County Enter-
prise Board

3 21,500 0 -

17. Galway 
County/City En-
terprise Board

3 52,499 2 29,999

18. Cork 
North County 
Enterprise 
Board

2 32,499 1 24,999

19. Dun 
Laoghaire/Rath-
down CEB

2 34,999 1 10,000

20. Kildare 
County Enter-
prise Board

2 44,999 0 -

21. Limerick 
City Enterprise 
Board

2 35,500 0 -
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Enterprise 
Board Name

The number 
of applications 
via CEBs to the 
Microenterprise 
Loan Fund

The total value 
of applications€

The number of 
successful ap-
plications

The value of 
successful ap-
plications€

22. Long-
ford County En-
terprise Board

2 28,999 0 -

23. Sligo 
County Enter-
prise Board

2 49,998 0 -

24. West-
meath       Coun-
ty Enterprise         
Board

2 42,499 1 17,500

25. 
Monaghan 
County Enter-
prise Board

2 34,999 0 -

26. Cavan 
County Enter-
prise Board

1 24,999 1 24,999

27. Dublin 
South County 
Enterprise 
Board

1 24,999 1 15,000

28. Louth 
County Enter-
prise Board

1 24,999 0 -

29. Water-
ford County En-
terprise Board

1 22,000 0 -

30. Cork 
City Enterprise 
Board

0 - 0 -

31. Cork 
West County 
Enterprise 
Board

0 - 0 -

32. Donegal 
County Enter-
prise Board

0 - 0 -

33. Kilkenny 
County Enter-
prise Board

0 - 0 -

34. Offaly 
County Enter-
prise Board

0 - 0 -
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Enterprise 
Board Name

The number 
of applications 
via CEBs to the 
Microenterprise 
Loan Fund

The total value 
of applications€

The number of 
successful ap-
plications

The value of 
successful ap-
plications€

35. Water-
ford City Enter-
prise Board

0 - 0 -

Totals 97 1,842,959 28 469,989

Microenterprise Loan Fund Expenditure

26/03/2013WRN00400301. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount set aside for loans from the microenterprise loan fund from Government; and the 
amount leveraged in from private sector for 2013. [14925/13]

26/03/2013WRN00500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): At a meeting 
on 24 November 2011 the Government approved the allocation of €10 million in the form of a 
non-repayable grant as seed capital for the Microenterprise Loan Fund.  The allocation of €10 
million to Microfinance Ireland was met from savings in the Vote of my Department.  Using an 
initial 5 year horizon, this €10 million seed capital, supplemented by a further €15 million bank 
borrowing in tranches of €5 million over years 2, 3 and 4, is expected to generate €40 million in 
loan expenditure and create 3,800 jobs over a 5 year period.  To date, no private sector financing 
has been utilised, but Microfinance Ireland, through its parent Social Finance Foundation, has 
been engaged in discussions with banks in recent months with a view to obtaining loan funding 
during the Summer of 2013.

26/03/2013WRN00550Industrial Relations Issues

26/03/2013WRN00600302. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if there 
is legislation planned to reform the law on collective bargaining to ensure compliance with 
recent European Court of Human Rights judgements, as was mentioned in the Programme for 
Government. [15115/13]

26/03/2013WRN00700303. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the po-
sition regarding the Programme for Government commitment on updating rights to collective 
bargaining and the planned date for the introduction of legislation in this area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15206/13]

26/03/2013WRN00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 302 and 303 together. 

Acting on the commitment in the Programme for Government requires consultation with 
stakeholders, including employer and worker representatives, and a review of the experience of 
the operation of the existing legislative framework as put in place under the Industrial Relations 
Acts of 2001 and 2004 and the consequences of the litigation that has arisen in the course of the 
operation of these Acts.  To this end, I have written to relevant stakeholders inviting submis-
sions on how the Industrial Relations Acts of 2001 and 2004 have functioned to date. 

I hope to be in a position to come forward with any relevant proposals to reform the law as 
appropriate during 2013. In this context, I am certain that satisfactory arrangements can be put 
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in place that will reconcile Ireland’s constitutional, social and economic traditions, and inter-
national obligations, whilst at the same time ensuring continued success in building Ireland’s 
domestic jobs-base and in attracting overseas investment into the economy.

Work Permit Application Numbers

26/03/2013WRN00900304. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of applications for new work visas in 2011 and 2012; the number of new work 
visa applications approved in 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15350/13]

26/03/2013WRN01000305. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the different sectors of the economy in which work visa applications were approved in 2011 
and 2012 including retail and distribution and security; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15351/13]

26/03/2013WRN01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 304 and 305 together. 

Since 2004, Irish labour market policy has been to ensure that general labour and skills 
needs are met from within the workforce of the European Economic Area (EEA).  Current Gov-
ernment policy is to issue employment permits for the employment of non-EEA nationals for 
specific vacancies and in response to employer demand for strategic skills and labour shortages 
in designated occupations in key economic sectors such as health care, information technology 
and financial services. 

The number of permits processed in 2011 and 2012 is detailed in Appendix 1.

The numbers of employment permit applications submitted and issued have dropped since 
2009 in line with economic conditions and the narrowing of eligible job categories and sectors 
where it was considered that a sufficient supply of labour exists.  The majority of positions 
within the retail, distribution and security trades are currently ineligible for new first time per-
mits.  

New and renewal permits issued over the last few years in those sectors were in respect of 
highly skilled positions, non-EEA nationals already resident in the State changing employers or 
in respect of spouses of existing permit holders.

APPENDIX 1

Permits issued in 2011 by Economic Sector

Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Total 3179 2021 5200 1030 201
Healthcare 718 627 1345 147 62
Information 
Technology

1023 174 1197 73 27

Services 387 301 688 210 33
Catering 219 225 444 244 20
Manufactur-
ing

196 91 287 38 8
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Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Agriculture 
and Fisheries

95 161 256 82 19

Financial 
Services

187 61 248 28 8

Retail 57 125 182 74 9
Tourism 62 76 138 40 4
Education 76 46 122 19 1
Domestic 41 76 117 30 2
Sport 42 13 55 8 4
Construction 33 15 48 9 3
Transport 14 13 27 13 1
Entertain-
ment

17 1 18 7 0

Research 8 9 17 6 0
Government 3 3 6 1 0
Legal Ser-
vices

1 4 5 1 0

Permits issued in 2012 by Economic Sector

Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Total 2918 1088 4006 827 246
Information 
Technology

1220 147 1367 87 35

Healthcare 384 250 634 87 18
Services 428 158 586 190 57
Catering 171 116 287 209 52
Financial 
Services

215 52 267 21 10

Manufactur-
ing

170 79 249 25 6

Agriculture 
and Fisheries

60 154 214 80 31

Education 58 32 90 13 2
Domestic 43 28 71 23 6
Retail 31 25 56 37 5
Sport 43 11 54 15 1
Tourism 18 16 34 15 1
Entertain-
ment

20 7 27 5 14

Construction 20 6 26 10 2
Transport 21 5 26 7 4
Research 13 2 15 1 1
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Economic 
Sector

New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn

Legal Ser-
vices

3 0 3 2 0

Government 0 0 0 0 1

26/03/2013WRO00200General Register Office

26/03/2013WRO00300306. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the procedures to be fol-
lowed when a person wants to change information on a birth certificate; and her plans, if any, to 
change this process. [14765/13]

26/03/2013WRO00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The provisions allowing for the 
amendment of entries in the register of births are contained in the Civil Registration Act 2004.

Section 63 of the Act allows for the correction of clerical or factual errors in an entry, upon 
application to a Superintendent Registrar where satisfactory evidence that an error has occurred 
is presented by the applicant.

A person may also apply to the Registrar General to have an enquiry conducted under the 
provisions of section 65 of the Act, which allows the Registrar General to examine any entry to 
determine whether it is correct and complete and, where appropriate, and subject to the provi-
sion of satisfactory evidence, to authorise the correction and/or completion of the entry.

Information contained in a birth entry that is neither erroneous nor incomplete may not be 
amended.

There are no plans to amend any of the provisions contained in the sections referred to 
above.

26/03/2013WRO00500Youth Unemployment Measures

26/03/2013WRO00600307. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the percentage of the 
European Pledge Youth G’Tee she has secured for Ireland; the programmes she has put in place 
to tackle youth unemployment; the targets that have been set in terms of job creation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14771/13]

26/03/2013WRO00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As part of the European Council 
agreement on the 2014 – 2020 Multi Annual Financial Framework of 7-8 February, it was de-
cided to provide EUR 6 billion for a new Youth Employment Initiative for regions with youth 
unemployment above 25%. This funding will consist of EUR 3 billion from the European So-
cial Fund and an additional EUR 3 billion from a new Youth Employment budget line.

The European Commission has now published its legislative proposal for this initiative, 
which in the first instance will have to be considered by Council and then, in turn, negotiated 
with the European Parliament.  The eligibility criteria for funding support are based on 2012 
regional youth unemployment figures, which are not yet available on a pan-European basis, 
but are expected to be published by Eurostat next month. The financial allocation will be de-
termined based on the number of young unemployed persons between the ages of 15-24 in the 
NUTS 2 level regions that have youth unemployment rates of more than 25% in 2012.  The allo-
cation corresponding to each eligible region is then calculated on the basis of the ratio between 
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the number of young unemployed persons in the eligible region and the total number of young 
unemployed persons in all eligible regions. 

In the absence of the published regional level youth unemployment data and subject to the 
final agreement on the legislative texts at EU level, we cannot be more definitive at this stage.  
However, it is expected both Irish regions, the Border, Midland and West and the Southern and 
Eastern Regions will qualify for funding. While I do not wish to pre-empt a final decision on 
funding, I can assure the Deputy that we will be seeking to maximise the possible benefits to 
Ireland.

 The Government is already implementing a number of programmes to assist young unem-
ployed persons and keep young jobseekers close to the labour market. There are five main ap-
proaches being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, training, job search assistance/
guidance, work experience, and encouraging job creation.  These actions range across a number 
of Departments and Agencies and include: 

-   The Youthreach programme providing 6,000 integrated education, training and work ex-
perience for early school leavers without any qualifications or vocational training who are 
between 15 and 20 years of age;

-   The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme scheme, which provides a range of courses 
to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people over 21 years of age, par-
ticularly focusing upon early school leavers;

-   The Back to Education Allowance scheme run by the Department of Social Protection pro-
vides income maintenance for unemployed people returning to further or higher education. 
Over 6,500 young people participated on this scheme in the last academic year;

-   Approximately 12,000 persons aged under 25 completed a training course with FÁS in 
2012. This excludes apprenticeships and evening courses; 

-   This year MOMENTUM, a scheme for education and training interventions, which is part 
of the Government’s Action Plan for Jobs initiative, is currently being rolled out by the 
Department of Education.  MOMENTUM will support the provision of free education and 
training projects to allow 6,500 long term jobseekers  to gain skills and to access work op-
portunities in identified growing sectors; 

-   The JobBridge National Internship Scheme is focused on providing work experience to 
young people with the total number of placements of young people on JobBridge during 
2012 at 2,700; 

  - Long-term unemployed youth will also benefit from the JobsPlus initiative which is de-
signed to encourage employers to recruit long-term unemployed people. Under this scheme 
the State will pay circa €1 of every €4 it costs the employer to recruit a person from the Live 
Register; 

-   In the December Budget, funding was secured for an additional 10,000 places this year 
across a range of programmes -- including JobBridge, TÚS and Community Employment. 
About a quarter of these places are expected to be taken up by unemployed young people. 

  In terms of job creation, the Government’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment 
is to create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness 
and productivity. Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth. Past experience suggests that 
youth unemployment, which tends to rise relatively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to 
fall relatively rapidly during the recovery.

With regard to targets for job creation, the original Action Plan for Jobs sets out a target for 
100,000 net new jobs to be created by 2016, many of which will be filled by young people. In 
addition, the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 includes the Pathways to Work initiative’s targets for 
increasing the number of people who are long-term unemployed moving into employment and 
reducing the average length of time spent on the Live Register. 
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Specifically, these targets are that:

  (i) at least 75,000 of those currently long-term unemployed will move into employment by 
2015. 

  (ii) Reducing the average time spent on the Live Register from 21 months today to less than 
12 months by the end of 2015.

  As two out of five young unemployed are long-term unemployed, these targets are perti-
nent to young people. 

A new recruitment incentive – JobsPlus – has also been developed by my Department and 
was approved by the Government as part of the Action Plan for Jobs.  This incentive will cover 
the cost of c. €1 in every €4 of an employer’s wage costs and will be launched for availability 
by July 2013.  Young people are likely to be major beneficiaries of this initiative as employers 
tend to hire young people when there is a recovery in employment.

26/03/2013WRO00800Youth Unemployment Measures

26/03/2013WRO00900308. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection in view of the EU 
Council recommendation to introduce a youth employment initiative, if she will confirm the 
Minister that will take the lead in rolling out the initiatives for tackling youth unemployment, 
including the youth guarantee. [15281/13]

26/03/2013WRO01000341. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection following on from 
the June 2011 council conclusions, the cooperation that has been undertaken with the social 
partners, employment services and other labour market stakeholders and education and training 
providers to target youth unemployment and youth not in education, employment or training. 
[15276/13]

26/03/2013WRO01100342. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection as part of the Europe 
2020 strategy, the legal and administrative obstacles that were identified to ensure that all young 
persons are in a job or further education within four months of leaving school. [15278/13]

26/03/2013WRO01200343. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the way the Govern-
ment is identifying the appropriate timescale for implementation of youth guarantee in Ireland’s 
current employment and budgetary circumstances; the criteria being used; the way a youth 
guarantee will be phased in; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15280/13]

26/03/2013WRO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
308 and 341 to 343, inclusive, together. 

Work on the issue of youth unemployment arising from both the June 2011 Council conclu-
sions and the Europe 2020 Strategy   is now reflected both in the work of the Commission in 
presenting the guarantee recommendation in December 2012, and the work of the Irish Presi-
dency in negotiating the recommendation through the Council.  

Under my chairmanship, the Council of Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer 
Affairs Ministers (EPSCO) last month agreed a recommendation on an EU-wide Youth Guaran-
tee.  The EPSCO Recommendation is that each Member State should ensure that young people 
receive a quality offer of employment or of continued education, an apprenticeship or trainee-
ship within four months of becoming unemployed.  The Recommendation will now move to 
be considered for formal adoption by the Council at a later stage in Ireland’s Presidency - most 
likely in May.
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The Recommendation encourages Member States to implement its provisions as soon as 
possible once it is formally adopted.  It is also recognised that implementation will need to be 
more gradual in countries with higher levels of youth unemployment and particularly severe 
budgetary problems. The Department intends to work with youth and other agencies to maxi-
mise the impact of a youth guarantee in Ireland. For example, numerous organisations (e.g. 
IBEC, Ballymun Job Centre, National Youth Council of Ireland) have agreed to participate in 
the proposed pilot Youth Guarantee project, for which we have sought funding from the Euro-
pean Commission.

In anticipation of the formal adoption of the Recommendation, the government will review 
the current range of youth employment and training policies in Ireland to assess what mea-
sures will need to be taken to commence the gradual implementation of the guarantee. This 
will include the identification of what would be the appropriate timescale for implementation 
in Ireland’s current employment and budgetary circumstances. We do not anticipate any sig-
nificant administrative difficulties, given that this Department, together with the Department 
for Education & Skills, the Department for Children & Youth Affairs and the Department for 
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation already administer significant schemes to generate employ-
ment, education and training opportunities and to ensure that young people have access to such 
opportunities. The Youth Guarantee will support rather than impede or replace this work. I, as 
Minister for Social Protection will work with my colleagues in Cabinet with responsibility for 
these portfolios to further the implementation of the Youth Guarantee.

The scale and nature of the measures required will depend on the trend in youth unemploy-
ment, and in particular the number of young people likely to experience periods of unemploy-
ment of more than four months under current policies.  In this context, it is a welcome develop-
ment that the official labour market figures published by the CSO recently indicated that the 
number of young unemployed at the end of 2012, at 59,000, a reduction of almost 9,000 on the 
same time a year earlier.  It is to be hoped that this is the beginning of a sustained downward 
movement in youth unemployment as the economy recovers.  Even so, the implementation of a 
guarantee will, almost certainly require an expansion in the range of opportunities currently on 
offer to young people in the form of further education, training, internships, subsidised private-
sector recruitment, and supports for self-employment.

In this regard the State already provides a significant number of places which are available 
to young people and the Department of Social Protection took steps in Budget 2013 to increase 
funding and places for schemes such as JobBridge, Community Employment, TÚS and a new 
state employment scheme in the local Government sector.  In total an additional 10,000 places 
will be provided.  The Department of Education also made provision for the new MOMEN-
TUM programme which is providing 6,500 new training places many of which will be taken 
up by young people.  A new recruitment incentive – JobsPlus – has also been developed by my 
Department and was approved by the Government as part of the Action Plan for Jobs.  This in-
centive will cover the cost of c. €1 in every €4 of an employer’s wage costs and will be launched 
for availability by July 2013.

The size and the timescale for any additional provision, over and above that outlined above 
that is both desirable and feasible will be established over the coming months. 

26/03/2013WRO01400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

26/03/2013WRO01500309. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application 
for carer’s allowance appeal will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14685/13]
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26/03/2013WRO01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
13th   March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

26/03/2013WRO01700Mortgage Interest Supplement Eligibility

26/03/2013WRO01800310. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any propos-
als to review the Mortgage Interest Supplement to allow further categories to qualify for the 
payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14716/13]

26/03/2013WRO01900311. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the numbers of families 
in receipt of mortgage interest supplement in the following years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012 and to date in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14718/13]

26/03/2013WRO02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
310 and 311 together. 

Mortgage interest supplement provides short-term income support to eligible people who 
are unable to meet their mortgage interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole 
place of residence. There are approximately 14,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for 
which the Government has provided €42 million for in 2013.  I have set out below a tabular 
statement showing the number of mortgage interest supplement recipients from 2007 to 2012 
and at end February 2013. 

Following the Department’s review of the administrative, policy and legal aspects of the 
mortgage interest supplement scheme and the review of the Mortgage Arrears and Personal 
Debt Review Group, changes were made to the scheme in 2012.  

To ensure that those who are in mortgage difficulty engage with their lender under the Mort-
gage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) and avail of its forbearance arrangements, from June 
2012 the mortgage interest supplement is not payable until applicants have agreed with their 
lender and complied with an alternative payment arrangement for a cumulative period of not 
less than 12 months. This process acknowledges that it is in the interest of both the lender and 
the borrower to address financial difficulties as speedily and effectively as circumstances allow.

In December 2012, to facilitate people who wish to trade down or downsize, the condition 
which provided that entitlement to mortgage interest supplement should be discontinued where 
the property is offered for sale was removed.  The removal of this condition will allow persons 
to engage in selling their residence and remain eligible for mortgage interest supplement, sub-
ject to the other conditions of the scheme. 

Any further changes to the scheme which would allow additional categories to qualify for 
the payment would have to be considered in a budgetary context.

Mortgage Interest Supplement – Recipient numbers

Year Recipients
2007 4,111
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Year Recipients
2008 8,091
2009 15,101
2010 17,974
2011 18,988
2012 14,597
2013 13,755 (1) 

 (1) End February 2013

  Question No. 312 withdrawn.

26/03/2013WRO02200Social Insurance Issues

26/03/2013WRO02300313. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the benefits for persons 
signing for credits; if there are any plans to introduce a scheme whereby individuals can have 
the option of paying towards additional paid-up contributions in order to help them qualify for 
benefits such as old age contributory pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14728/13]

26/03/2013WRO02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): PRSI credited contributions are 
an integral part of the social insurance system.  For the most part they are linked to having an 
underlying entitlement to a social welfare payment while temporarily detached from the labour 
force or having entitlement to statutory leave e.g. parental or maternity leave.  The primary 
purpose of PRSI credits is to secure social welfare benefits and pensions of employees by cov-
ering gaps in insurance where they are not in a position to pay PRSI such as during periods of 
unemployment, illness, etc.   

The class at which a contributor paid his or her last PRSI contribution determines entitle-
ment to credited contributions.  Credits are usually awarded at the same rate as your last paid 
PRSI contribution.  For example, Class A PRSI contributions may entitle a person to all insured 
DSP benefits, provided they satisfy the qualifying conditions.  

Class B PRSI contributions may entitle a person to widow/er’s or surviving civil partner 
pension (contributory), Guardian payment (contributory), bereavement grant, carers benefit and 
limited occupational injuries benefits.

People who cease to be covered by compulsory social insurance, may opt to protect their 
existing long-term social insurance pension entitlements by becoming insured on a voluntary 
basis and paying voluntary contributions.   Payment of voluntary contributions does not provide 
social insurance cover for short term benefits such as jobseeker’s benefit.  A person who wishes 
to become a voluntary contributor must satisfy certain contribution conditions and must apply 
to become a voluntary contributor within 12 months after the end of the contribution year in 
which he/she was last compulsorily insured. 

A person cannot be a voluntary contributor while also an employed contributor or in receipt 
of credited employment contributions.

26/03/2013WRO02500Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

26/03/2013WRO02600314. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will explain the 
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encouragement the State gives to a cohort of students (details supplied); if she believes that 
such students should abandon their studies and apply to the live register; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14729/13]

26/03/2013WRO02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department operates a range 
of employment support measures designed to encourage and support social welfare recipients 
of working age to reduce their dependency on welfare payments.  Amongst the supports avail-
able are the back to education allowance scheme (BTEA) and the part time education option 
(PTEO) for persons who will to avail of a course of education. These supports may be available 
to persons on qualifying social welfare payments.

Eligibility conditions attached to BTEA include that a person must be in receipt of a relevant 
social welfare payment, if under the age of 21 years must be out of formal education for at least 
two years and pursuing a full time course of education leading to a recognised qualification.  
BTEA is essentially a social welfare replacement income which is paid in lieu of the relevant 
social welfare payment that qualifies the applicant for participation in the scheme.  

However, if a person wishes to pursue a part time education course they may be able to do 
so while retaining their jobseekers payment under PTEO of the back to education programme.  
They must apply at their local social welfare office and verify that participation on the course 
does not reduce their availability for work and that they are genuinely seeking work.  

As the Deputy is aware from a previous parliamentary question raised, the person in ques-
tion is not, nor have they ever been, in receipt of a social welfare payment in their own right. 
According to records, the person concerned is attending a training course and on related work 
placement for a total of five days per week until June 2013. The Department of Social Protec-
tion does not offer specific income supports for students outside of the back to education pro-
gramme.  

26/03/2013WRO02800Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

26/03/2013WRO02900315. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14749/13]

26/03/2013WRO03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance was received on the 12th February 2013.  This application was referred to one 
of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible for 
the allowance.  A letter issued on the 20th March 2013 advising of the decision.  

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds the applicant may submit 
additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed or they may appeal the decision 
directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office within twenty one days. 

26/03/2013WRO03100Social Welfare Code Issues

26/03/2013WRO03200316. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the way she in-
tends to incentivise taking up additional days at work for part-time workers (details supplied). 
[14772/13]

26/03/2013WRO03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The current total of 424,617 per-
sons on the Live Register includes over 80,000 casual workers in receipt of jobseeker’s allow-
ance or jobseeker’s benefit.
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It should be noted that the great majority of people on the Live Register have a strong 
financial incentive to work and significant numbers leave the register each year for employ-
ment. Indeed, for many unemployed people, unemployment is a short-term experience and the 
jobseeker’s schemes have an important role to play in supporting people through periods of 
involuntary unemployment.

The replacement rate for given income levels measures the proportion of out-of-work ben-
efits received when unemployed against take home pay if in work.  While there is no pre-de-
termined level of replacement rate, which would influence every individual’s decision to work, 
clearly the higher the replacement rate, the lower the incentive to work.  A replacement rate in 
excess of 70% may be considered to be excessive as the higher the replacement rate the greater 
the disincentive to take up offers of employment. 

The comparison of an individual’s total income on a jobseeker’s payment with total income 
equivalent to two thirds the average industrial earnings shows that;

  - 82% of Live Register claimants have a replacement rate of less than 60%;
  - 12% of Live Register  claimants have an RR above 60% but less than 70%; and
  - 6% of Live Register claimants have an RR above 70% but less than 80%

  This demonstrates that for the overwhelming majority of social welfare recipients, replace-
ment rates are relatively low and therefore availing of an employment opportunity is financially 
worthwhile. This finding is supported by analysis conducted by the ESRI. 

I recognise that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from the more tra-
ditional work patterns, with a consequent increase in the number of casual workers. In fact, the 
number of casual workers in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment has increased more than four-fold 
over the last seven years. In acknowledgement of this trend, my Department is considering the 
future structure of the jobseeker schemes. A key feature of this work will be ensuring that social 
welfare recipients, including those who work part-time, continue to have a significant financial 
incentive to avail of an employment opportunity. 

26/03/2013WRO03400Social Welfare Appeals Status

26/03/2013WRO03500317. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 will receive a response to their appeal. [14836/13]

26/03/2013WRO03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal, by the person concerned, was registered in that office on 22nd  
January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When received, the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

26/03/2013WRO03700Proposed Legislation

26/03/2013WRO03800318. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection when she 
will publish the draft heads of the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill which is to include a sec-
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tion amending the rules for the distribution of assets in the wind up of defined benefit pension 
schemes that are underfunded. [14842/13]

26/03/2013WRO03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I expect that the Social Welfare 
and Pensions Bill will be published in May 2013. 

You will appreciate that the issue of how the assets of a pension scheme are distributed 
on the wind-up of a pension scheme is a sensitive and complex issue and one which requires 
careful consideration before any change is made to the current provisions. In this regard, my 
officials have completed a detailed review of these provisions which involved engagement with 
stakeholder representatives and with external consultants who provided valuable assistance in 
reviewing this issue. 

The outcome of this review is being considered at present.

  Question No. 319 withdrawn.

26/03/2013WRO04100Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

26/03/2013WRO04200320. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite 
a domiciliary care allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14870/13]

26/03/2013WRO04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) was received from the person concerned on the 5th   February 2013.  
This application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their 
medical opinion.  Upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will issue to the person concerned.  

It can take up to 8 weeks to process an application for DCA.

  Questions Nos. 321 and 322 withdrawn.

26/03/2013WRO04500Social Welfare Code Reform

26/03/2013WRO04600323. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will report on 
progress made in her Department in considering the issue of social welfare supports for the 
self-employed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14893/13]

26/03/2013WRO04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Self-employed persons are liable 
for PRSI at the Class S rate of 4% which entitles them to access long-term benefits such as 
State pension (contributory) and widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s pension (con-
tributory).   Ordinary employees who have access to the full range of social insurance benefits 
pay Class A PRSI at the rate of 4%.  In addition, their employers make a PRSI contribution of 
10.75% in respect of their employees, resulting in the payment of a combined 14.75% rate per 
employee under full-rate PRSI Class A.  (For employees earning less than €356 per week, the 
rate of employer’s PRSI is 4.25%).  

In 2011 I established the Advisory Group on Tax and Social Welfare to meet the commit-
ment made in the Programme for Government.   The Advisory Group will, inter alia, examine 
and report on issues involved in providing social insurance cover for self-employed persons in 
order to establish whether or not such cover is technically feasible and financially sustainable.   
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The Advisory Group’s overall method of working is based on producing modular reports on 
the priority areas identified in the Terms of Reference.  Where possible, the aim is to provide 
recommendations that can be acted upon in time for the annual budget, estimates and legisla-
tive cycle and to allow the Government to best address its commitments under the EU-IMF 
Programme of Financial Support.  The Group has been considering the issue of social insurance 
cover for the self-employed and will submit its report once its examination of the various ques-
tions has been completed.  

The third Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund, as at 31 December 2010, was 
completed by consultants KPMG in June 2012 and laid before each House of the Oireachtas on 
24 August 2012.   The Review covers a 55 year period from 2011–2066 and builds on the find-
ings of the 2000 and 2005 Actuarial Reviews of the Fund.

One of the issues examined in the 2010 Review was the long-term cost implications to the 
Social Insurance Fund (SIF) and the break-even contribution rates required to provide invalid-
ity pensions to the self-employed and to provide jobseeker’s benefit for self-employed workers.  
The report found that the effective annual rate of contribution, or the required contribution as 
a percentage of salary, needed to provide the core full-rate State pension (contributory), which 
is the benefit currently available to self-employed contributors, is approximately 15%.  This 
compares favourably with the 4% rate currently paid by the self-employed.  An incremental 
increase in contribution rates from approximately 15% to 16% would be required if jobseeker’s 
benefit in addition to core State pension (contributory) is provided.  The average contribution 
rate required for the core State pension (contributory) plus jobseeker’s benefit and the invalidity 
pension is estimated to be in the region of 17.3%.

Any proposals to revise the social insurance system for self-employed persons by extending 
social insurance entitlements will have to be considered in a budgetary context, taking account 
of the finding of the Actuarial Review that the self-employed achieve very good value for mon-
ey compared with the employed – when the comparison includes both employer and employee 
contributions in respect of the employed person.  

Self-employed workers may access social welfare supports by establishing eligibility to as-
sistance-based payments such as jobseeker’s allowance and disability allowance.  In the case of 
jobseeker’s allowance they can apply for the means-tested jobseeker’s allowance if their busi-
ness ceases or if they are on low income as a result of a downturn in demand for their services.  
In general, their means will take account of the level of earnings in the last twelve months in 
determining their expected income for the following year and, in the current climate, account is 
taken of the downward trend in the economy.  As in the case of a non-self-employed claimant 
for jobseeker’s allowance or disability allowance, the means of husband/wife, civil partner or 
cohabitant will be taken into account in deciding on entitlement to a payment.

26/03/2013WRP00075Dietary Allowance

26/03/2013WRP00100324. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the current eli-
gibility for dietry allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14931/13]

26/03/2013WRP00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is no current application 
from the person concerned for a dietary allowance registered with this department.  A previous 
application for a dietary allowance was refused and the decision upheld on 16 November 2012.  
The person concerned can make an application for an exceptional needs payment and any such 
application will be considered based on his circumstances.
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26/03/2013WRP00250Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

26/03/2013WRP00300325. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
jobseeker’s will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14932/13]

26/03/2013WRP00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 20th 
March 2013 and the Appeals Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all the evi-
dence submitted, including that adduced at the hearing.  The person concerned will be notified 
of the Appeals Officer decision when the appeal has been determined.

   The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.

26/03/2013WRP00450Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

26/03/2013WRP00500326. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason job-
seeker’s allowance has ceased in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14943/13]

26/03/2013WRP00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was in re-
ceipt of Jobseeker’s Benefit until 3 November 2012 when the entitlement expired.

26/03/2013WRP00650Sick Pay Eligibility

26/03/2013WRP00700327. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if sick pay is available 
to participants of community employment schemes if they take ill for a day or two while on a 
scheme and provide a doctor’s letter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14978/13]

26/03/2013WRP00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Community Employment 
(CE) Operating Guidelines allow the grant aiding of participant wages by the Department to the 
CE Sponsor organisation/employer for up to 56 working hours of medically certified sick leave 
(the hourly equivalent of 7 full days). Only when that 56 hour threshold has been exhausted is 
grant aid for wages suspended for any further certified sick leave by that participant during the 
52 weeks of their CE contract. 

Parallel to the above is the provision of illness benefit which is available to any employee 
who is medically certified unfit for work for 4 or more consecutive days (the first three days of 
illness are always unpaid on this benefit). CE participants will not receive any illness benefit for 
any day they are in receipt of CE allowances while medically certified unfit for work, but if they 
are no longer receiving CE allowances due to exceeding the 56 hour limit, then illness benefit 
will be payable for any qualifying days sick.

26/03/2013WRP00850Invalidity Pension Payments

26/03/2013WRP00900328. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if like other State pen-
sions, should invalidity pensions also pay six weeks if the person receiving payment dies. 
[14979/13]
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26/03/2013WRP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The social welfare system already 
provides for continued payment of invalidity pension for 6 weeks after the death of an invalidity 
pensioner where the deceased claimant was in receipt of an increase for a qualified adult, for a 
surviving spouse/civil partner/cohabitant.

26/03/2013WRP01050Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

26/03/2013WRP01100329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
view/accept an appeal of a decision to offer a reduced level of payment of jobseeker’s allow-
ance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15067/13]

26/03/2013WRP01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned can request 
a review of the case with the local office if there is a change in circumstances.

26/03/2013WRP01250Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRP01300330. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the basis on which her 
Department is claiming that there are adequate suitable accommodations within the €825 maxi-
mum rent limit, for a couple or a one parent family with two children seeking rent supplement 
in the Dublin 15 area; if she will provide details of any evidence to back up this claim; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15076/13]

26/03/2013WRP01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have 
accommodation available to them from any other source.  The overall aim is to provide short 
term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to the other social housing schemes operated by 
the Exchequer. There are currently approximately 87,000 rent supplement recipients for which 
the Government has provided €403 million for 2013.   As the Department funds a significant 
proportion of private sector rented accommodation it is essential that State supports for rents 
are kept under review. The purpose of the rent limit review was to ensure availability of accom-
modation for rent supplement tenancies and not to provide rent supplement tenants with access 
to all housing in all areas.

The maximum rent limits came into force on 1 January 2012 and are in place until June 
2013. These limits were set after an analysis of the most up to date market data available. For 
all counties, major urban population centres were tested as part of the rents review to ensure 
that rent supplement applicants can access temporary housing arrangements whilst seeking 
employment opportunities. The emphasis of the rent limit review was to ensure that maximum 
value for money for tenants and the taxpayer was achieved whilst at the same time ensuring 
that people on rent supplement are not priced out of the market. Approximately 56,600 rent 
supplement claims have been awarded since January 2012, showing that accommodation can 
be secured within the revised limits.  

Analysis of a leading property website shows that for Dublin there are properties available 
within the maximum rent limits for rent supplement recipients. Over 32,500 persons in receipt 
of rent supplement reside in Dublin. Based on current analysis, there is accommodation avail-
able within the Fingal rent limits for both two and three bedroom properties. The number of 
rental properties available in Dublin 15 is somewhat lower than the numbers available in the 
rest of Fingal and therefore impacts on the number of accommodation units available for rent 
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supplement.

Officials in the Department continue to examine the impact of the rent limits on those who 
claim rent supplement and continue to ensure that accommodation needs for recipients can be 
met.  The next review of rent limits is being undertaken before June 2013 and any changes to 
the existing limits will be considered as part of this process. 

26/03/2013WRP01450Pension Provisions

26/03/2013WRP01500331. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the State pension 
provisions that are in place for returning religious missionaries upon their return here for retire-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15096/13]

26/03/2013WRP01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): It is a fundamental principle of the 
social insurance system that those qualifying for benefits must satisfy a range of contribution 
and other conditions.  The State contributory pension is a valuable benefit and the conditions 
are designed to ensure that those qualifying have had a sufficient and on-going attachment to 
the social insurance system.   

In the case of State contributory pension, this involves commencing payment of contribu-
tions 10 years before pension age, payment of a minimum number of contributions at an ap-
propriate rate and reaching a minimum average annual contribution rate.  

Religious missionaries outside Ireland do not pay PRSI into the Irish social insurance sys-
tem but can pay voluntary contributions. If they fulfil the eligibility criteria they may qualify 
for a State pension contributory. 

For those who do not qualify for the State contributory pension, they can apply for the State 
pension non-contributory pension scheme.   To qualify for State pension (non-contributory) a 
person must satisfy the habitual residence condition, live in the State while getting this pension, 
be aged 66 or over, have a valid personal public service number, and satisfy a means test.

In relation to the habitual residency clause, missionaries who have chosen to resettle in 
Ireland will be considered to have their main centre of interest in Ireland thereby satisfying the 
habitual residency clause.  

A person will, of course, have to be present in Ireland at the time of making an application 
for the payments concerned and continue to reside in Ireland while in receipt of such payment.

26/03/2013WRP01650Social Welfare Appeals Status

26/03/2013WRP01700332. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal in respect of a person (details provided) in County Kerry on an assess-
ment of a person’s restriction of capacity to work for partial capacity benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15097/13]

26/03/2013WRP01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
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tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

26/03/2013WRP01850Mortgage Interest Supplement Payments

26/03/2013WRP01900333. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide clar-
ification as to whether mortgage interest supplement is given the same consideration under 
the supplementary welfare scheme when a claimant is participating in a TUS Programme. 
[15127/13]

26/03/2013WRP02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Mortgage interest supplement 
provides short-term income support to eligible people who are unable to meet their mortgage 
interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place of residence.  There are ap-
proximately 14,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the Government has 
provided €42 million for in 2013.   Mortgage interest supplement is normally calculated to 
ensure that a person, after the payment of his or her mortgage interest, has an income equal to 
the rate of supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) appropriate to their family circumstances, 
less a minimum contribution which recipients are required to pay from their own resources. The 
weekly minimum contribution is €30 for single adult households and €35 for coupled house-
holds.  Many recipients pay more than this amount because recipients are also required, subject 
to income disregards, to contribute any additional assessable means that they have over and 
above the appropriate basic SWA rate towards their accommodation costs. 

The mortgage interest assessment provides for a gradual withdrawal of payment as hours 
of employment or earnings increase. Those availing of part-time employment and/or training 
opportunities can continue to receive mortgage interest supplement subject to their satisfying 
the standard means assessment rules. Where a person has additional income in excess of the 
standard weekly rate of SWA, the first €75 of such additional income together with 25% of any 
additional income above €75 is disregarded for means assessment purposes. 

Mortgage interest supplement claimants participating on a TÚS work placement scheme 
are treated in the same way as any other person engaged in part-time employment and any ad-
ditional income arising from participation on the work placement is subject to the additional 
income disregard. 

The means test ensures that those returning to part-time work or participating in training 
schemes are better off as a result of taking up such opportunities.

26/03/2013WRP02050Fuel Allowance Eligibility

26/03/2013WRP02100334. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection  if a person claim-
ing fuel allowance from the UK will also be entitled to claim the Irish fuel allowance pay-
ment.[15143/13]

26/03/2013WRP02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The United Kingdom winter fuel 
payment is an annual tax-free payment made to eligible people to help towards their winter 
heating costs. It is a lump sum and in most cases is paid automatically, but some people need 
to claim. The total amount of winter fuel payment can vary from £100 - £300 sterling having 
regard to age and household composition. Most payments are made between mid- November 
and December in a given year.  
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The European Court of Justice has recently ruled that pensioners living outside the UK re-
ceiving the state pension must be paid the winter fuel payment.

My Department pays a fuel allowance of €20 per week to qualified households who are in 
receipt of long-term social welfare or HSE payments and who are unable to provide for their 
own heating needs. The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s normal heating 
expenses. It is not intended to meet those costs in full. The fuel allowance season runs for 26 
weeks from October to April each year. 

The implications of this ECJ judgment are currently being examined, in particular the im-
plications for eligibility for the fuel allowance in Ireland which is paid on the basis that an ap-
plicant is unable to provide for his or her own heating needs.

26/03/2013WRP02250Disability Allowance Eligibility

26/03/2013WRP02300335. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a file will be sent 
from his Department to the appeals office to ascertain eligibility for disability allowance in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [15147/13]

26/03/2013WRP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 12th 
October 2012. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 19th   March 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

26/03/2013WRP02413Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

26/03/2013WRP02500336. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
the criteria for eligibility for Tús positions and Tús supervisor posts; the reason the Tús scheme 
and Tús supervisor positions are closed to those on FÁS schemes; if her attention has been 
drawn to the the hardship and distress caused as a result; if she will consider opening this 
scheme and supervisor posts to those whose FÁS scheme is nearing completion; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15152/13]

26/03/2013WRP02600339. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person cur-
rently on a community employment scheme will not qualify to be considered for a job such as 
a Tús supervisor; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15178/13]

26/03/2013WRP02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
336 and 339 together. 

Tús is the community work placement initiative introduced during 2011.  The allocation of 
additional resources in 2013 will provide for 7,500 placements nationally.  The initiative is de-
livered by local development companies and Údarás na Gaeltachta.  Eligibility for supervisory/
team leader positions on Tús is restricted on those on the live register for 12 months or longer 
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and in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance. The criteria are designed to ensure that the opportuni-
ties available focus on those that have limited work opportunities.  The current selection pro-
cess has proved effective in recruiting people with the necessary skill set to undertake the tasks 
associated with the positions.  

26/03/2013WRP02750Mortgage Interest Supplement Eligibility

26/03/2013WRP02800337. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection the options available to a 
person who needs mortgage interest supplement, but has been unable to honour a twelve month 
interest only payment with the bank on the grounds of inability to pay. [15158/13]

26/03/2013WRP02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Mortgage interest supplement 
provides short-term income support to eligible people who are unable to meet their mortgage 
interest repayments in respect of a house which is their sole place of residence. There are ap-
proximately 14,000 mortgage interest supplement recipients for which the Government has 
provided €42 million for in 2013.   To ensure that those who are in mortgage difficulty engage 
with their lender under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) and avail of its for-
bearance arrangements, from June 2012 the mortgage interest supplement is not payable until 
applicants have agreed with their lender and complied with an alternative payment arrangement 
for a cumulative period of not less than 12 months. This process acknowledges that it is in the 
interest of both the lender and the borrower to address financial difficulties as speedily and ef-
fectively as circumstances allow.

A person unable to meet their commitments under the MARP process is advised to contact 
their lender to review their repayment arrangement.

26/03/2013WRP02925National Internship Scheme Placements

26/03/2013WRP03000338. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a school 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow that applied to participate in the JobBridge scheme was 
refused entry to the scheme and the action that can be taken to ensure that this school can avail 
of administrative support in their school from this scheme [15170/13]

26/03/2013WRP03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Deputy will be aware that 
JobBridge, the National Internship Scheme, was launched on 1st July 2011. It provides intern-
ship opportunities of either 6 or 9 months for unemployed individuals on the Live Register, in 
organisations in the private, public and community voluntary sectors.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the deadline for applications for 9 month internships in the 
education sector was 14th September 2012 and for 6 month internships the deadline was 7th 
December 2012 .  These closing dates were chosen to ensure that interns could complete their 
internship prior to the summer holiday period.   All internships in schools must finish by the 
28th  June 2013, consistent with the approach taken for the 2011/12 academic year.  This deci-
sion was clearly advertised on the home page of the JobBridge website and every effort was 
made to provide reasonable notice of this arrangement to potential education sector host organi-
sations.  In line with this decision, education sector host organisations may submit applications 
from August to December 2013 for placements for the academic year 2013/14.

Question No. 339 answered with Question No. 336.
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26/03/2013WRP03175Free Travel Scheme Administration

26/03/2013WRP03200340. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to review the 
basis on which payments are made to public transport providers participating in the free travel 
scheme; and if consideration will be given to introducing a leap card or similar technology to an 
enhanced public services card which would more accurately measure usage and journeys taken 
and consequently maximise the taxpayer investment in this important scheme. [15226/13]

26/03/2013WRP03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The public services card which 
will replace the existing free travel pass will be introduced by the end of this year. This card will 
incorporate an integrated ticketing chip for services which have been enabled with smart card 
reading devices. The introduction of this card will provide my Department with more accurate 
information on transport services where integrated ticketing is supported, starting in the Dublin 
area. The results of this initial roll-out will inform the future development of this technology on 
a national level.

The free travel scheme is currently being reviewed by an inter-departmental working group 
chaired by my Department with officials from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the National Transport Authority.

The purpose of this review is to examine and report on the current operation and future de-
velopment of the free travel scheme including how the scheme is funded. The work of the group 
is expected to conclude this year. 

 Questions Nos. 341 to 343, inclusive, answered with Question No. 308.

       Question No. 344 withdrawn.

26/03/2013WRQ00350Education and Training Provision

26/03/2013WRQ00400345. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
eligibility for a scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15294/13]

26/03/2013WRQ00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Momentum initiative pro-
vides free education and training projects for up to 6,500 long-term unemployed job seekers. 
The initiative is administered by FÁS and funded by the Department of Education & Skills 
through the National Training Fund (NTF) and co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF). 
In line with the commitments given in Pathways to Work, eligibility for the Momentum initia-
tive is targeted at the long term unemployed and a participant must meet the following criteria: 
be unemployed and on the Live Register for 12 months (312 days)  or longer and; be in receipt 
of Jobseekers Allowance/Benefit from the Department of Social Protection (DSP) or credited 
contributions for 12 months or longer and; be actively seeking work.

While in general receipt of a one parent family allowance does not satisfy the criteria for 
this initiative, there is a wide range of other activation supports available to those in receipt of 
this payment. It should also be noted that the Momentum initiative only represents a small per-
centage of the over 450,000 state-funded places provided in 2012 in further education, higher 
education and training, namely: 75,000 FÁS training places in 2012; 180,000 Further Educa-
tion places 162,000 full-time Higher Education places, through Universities and Institutes of 
Technology across the country; Over 40,000 training places through Skillnets, including 8,000 
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for the unemployed, in partnership with private employers; Over 6,000 Springboard, free part-
time higher education, places in 2012, with additional places to be announced for this year.

Eligibility for accessing many of these interventions is not contingent on receipt of a social 
welfare payment or signing for credited contributions. Extension of the initiative to those not 
associated with the Live Register is not being considered given the current size and construct 
of the Live Register, in particular the numbers of people who are now long-term unemployed.

26/03/2013WRQ00550Social Welfare Code Issues

26/03/2013WRQ00600346. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 105 of 31 January 2013, the main eligibility categories included under 
other children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15329/13]

26/03/2013WRQ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The main eligibility categories 
included under other children are family income supplement, guardian’s payment (contribu-
tory) and guardian’s payment (non-contributory). The payment of monies under these schemes 
is dependent on the recipients either being parents or guardian to a minimum of one child, fur-
thermore under the terms of these schemes there is no qualified child increase payable. I have 
set out below, for the Deputy’s information, a breakdown by scheme of the number children for 
whom payments are made in respect of these schemes.

Number of children for whom family income supplement, guardian’s payment (contrib-
utory) and (non-contributory) were made 2005 - 2012

Year Family Income 
Supplement

Guardian’s Pay-
ment (Contribu-
tory)

Guardian’s 
Payment(Non-
Contributory)

Totals

2005 33,956 Not Available Not Available 33,956
2006 43,861 Not available Not available 43,861
2007 47,529 Not Available Not Available 47,529
2008 58,019 Not Available Not Available 58,019
2009 55,716 Not Available Not Available 55,716
2010 62,240 557 1,165 63,962
2011 65,281 591 1,188 67,060
2012* 73,238 583 1,178 74,999
*The number of children that family income supplement was paid in respect of at the end 

of 2012 has been revised upwards from 73,192 subsequent to the response I gave the Deputy to 
Parliamentary Question 105 of 31 January 2013.

26/03/2013WRQ00750Rent Supplement Scheme Appeals

26/03/2013WRQ00800347. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding rent allowance in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15331/13]

26/03/2013WRQ00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 19 
February 2013. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
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tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 19 March 2013 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

26/03/2013WRQ00950Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRQ01000348. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill in non-
commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15969/13]

26/03/2013WRQ01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Agencies that operate under 
the aegis of the Department are the Pensions Board and the Citizens Information Board. The 
Office of the Pensions Ombudsman also falls under the remit of the Department.

As the Pensions Board is self-funded, the capping of pay would not result in any savings to 
the Exchequer.

Details in respect of the Citizens Information Board and the Office of the Pensions Ombuds-
man are as shown in the following table:

Organisation No. of salaries in excess of 
€100,000 p.a.

Savings if salaries capped at 
€100,00 p.a.

Citizens Information Board 2 €23,664
Office of the Pensions Om-
budsman

1 €25,655

26/03/2013WRQ01150National Monuments

26/03/2013WRQ01200349. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
his plans to meet the relatives of the leaders and insurgents of the Easter Rising 1916. [14811/13]

26/03/2013WRQ01300352. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will forward the Frank Myles Battlefield Report and the National Museum Report and 
Recommendations on Moore Street to the Save Moore Street group of relatives of the 1916 
leaders and insurgents as promised at a 2012 meeting with the group. [14629/13]

26/03/2013WRQ01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 349 and 352 together. 

As the Deputy is aware, my Department is currently considering an application for consent 
under section 14 of the National Monuments Act 1930, as amended, for proposals that include 
the provision of a commemorative centre to the 1916 Rising and its Leaders in the national 
monument.   I have met various interest groups, including relatives of the 1916 Leaders, in rela-
tion to the consent application.

As the notice published by the landowner on 18 January 2013 relating to the environmental 
impact statement associated with the consent application was not compliant with the statutory 
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requirements, the consent applicant was required to produce an amended public notice.  This 
was published on 21 March 2013.  A further period of 5 weeks from that date is now available 
for presentation of submissions or observations to my Department in relation to the environ-
mental impact statement.

In general terms, it would be the norm that the release, if requested, of documents associated 
with such a consent application would take place following completion of the relevant delibera-
tive processes. It should be noted that, as provided for by statute,   the environmental impact 
statement in relation to the application is open for inspection at my Department’s offices and 
those of Dublin City Council.

26/03/2013WRQ01450National Monuments

26/03/2013WRQ01500350. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
resolve issues of access for metal detectors on State lands; if boundary issues near historical 
sites will be clarified so that members of the public can pursue the hobby of metal detecting. 
[14853/13]

26/03/2013WRQ01600351. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding access to State land for persons using 
metal detectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14971/13]

26/03/2013WRQ01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 350 and 351 together. 

Measures to regulate the use of metal detectors were introduced in the National Monuments 
Act (Amendment) 1987 to protect our archaeological heritage from irreparable damage and loss 
from the indiscriminate use of metal detectors to search for artefacts or archaeological objects.  
The 1987 Act sets out the statutory provisions in relation to the general use of metal detectors 
to search for archaeological objects on any lands and the particular requirements applying to 
their use on protected monuments and archaeological sites. Detectors may be used only under 
the terms of Consents issued by the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to named in-
dividuals for a specific site or sites only.  In practice, such Consents are issued for professional 
archaeological purposes only. The locations and boundaries of protected monuments and ar-
chaeological sites are set out on the website of my Department’s National Monuments Service, 
www.archaeology.ie.  

My Department, in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland, is currently drawing 
up an advice note for the public in relation to metal detecting. I expect the advice note to be 
available shortly.

Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 349.

26/03/2013WRQ01850Protection of Architectural Heritage 

26/03/2013WRQ01900353. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans to introduce legislation to compel banks, in particular Bank of Ireland and Allied Irish 
Bank to deal with the issue of abandoned property held in safe keeping, as much of this property 
is more than 100 year old it has the potential to be of significant historical and cultural value to 
the Irish nation, it belongs to either traceable beneficiaries or the State; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14678/13]
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26/03/2013WRQ02000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Part IV of the 
Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended, provides for the protection of architectural 
heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to identify and protect 
architectural heritage by including them on the Record of Protected Structures. Inclusion on the 
Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected 
structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals af-
fecting them and to seek to safeguard their future. This also applies where the owner is a cor-
porate body such as a bank.

I have no plans at the moment to introduce further specific legislation focused on any par-
ticular sector. 

26/03/2013WRQ02050Commemorative Events

26/03/2013WRQ02100354. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he accepts that Moore Street and the 1916 Battlefield site, considering the events that took place 
there and the globally important works of literature these events inspired, should be added to 
UNESCO’s list of world heritage sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14681/13]

26/03/2013WRQ02200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer to the 
Deputy to my reply to Priority Question No. 5 on 13 March 2013.

26/03/2013WRQ02250Urban Renewal Schemes

26/03/2013WRQ02300355. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
plans for the urban regeneration of heritage quarters in counties Limerick and Waterford other 
than those outlined in the Living City Initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14684/13]

26/03/2013WRQ02400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I have no 
plans to introduce any urban regeneration initiatives of heritage quarters in Counties Limerick 
and Waterford in 2013 other than to assist those outlined in the Living City Initiative as devel-
oped by the Department of Finance.

It should be noted that my Department launched a pilot Historic Towns Initiative earlier this 
year.  This Initiative is a joint undertaking by my Department, the Heritage Council and Fáilte 
Ireland to promote the heritage-led regeneration of Ireland’s historic towns. Three towns – Lis-
towel in County Kerry, Youghal in County Cork and Westport in County Mayo – have been 
chosen to pilot the initiative in 2013-2014.  Consideration will be given to rolling this out to 
further locations following assessment of the pilot phase.

26/03/2013WRQ02425Departmental Bodies

26/03/2013WRQ02500356. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide in tabular form a list of the Foras na Gaeilge board members to include their 
name and the annual fee paid to each member. [14831/13]

26/03/2013WRQ02600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The board 
members of Foras na Gaeilge are as follows:

  Liam Ó Maolmhichíl (Chair)
  Eoghan Mac Cormaic (Vice-Chair) 
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  Pól Callaghan
  Colm Cavanagh
  Áine Ní Chiaráin
  Bríd Ní Chonghóile
  Liam Kennedy
  Seosamh Mac Donnchadha
  Tomás Mac Eochagáin
  Marcas Mac Ruairí
  Seán Micheál Ó Dómhnaill
  Dónal Ó hAiniféin
  Therese Ruane
  Tomás Sharkey
  Caitríona Ní Shúilleabháin
  Éamonn Ó Gribín

  The annual fees payable to board members are as follows:

  Chair   €11,970 / £8,140 Stg
  Vice-Chair   €9,830 / £6,690 Stg
  Member   €7,795 / £5,235 Stg

  It may be noted that fees are not being paid in certain cases due to voluntary waivers by 
the members in question or because the “one person, one salary” principle is being applied in 
the case of  public servants who fall within circular E109/247/74, issued by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

26/03/2013WRQ02625Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRQ02700357. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill 
in non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15962/13]

26/03/2013WRQ02800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The annual 
savings to the public sector pay bill in respect of the non-commercial State Agencies under 
the aegis of my Department that would arise in the event of the introduction of a salary cap of 
€100,000, as described by the Deputy, is summarised in the table following:

Agency Total Annualised Savings €000’s
Irish Film Board 1
National Museum of Ireland 2
Heritage Council 17
Foras na Gaeilge 21
Údarás na Gaeltachta 79
Total 120

26/03/2013WRQ02825Inland Fisheries

26/03/2013WRQ02900358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the position regarding a draft net licence for salmon in respect of a person 
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(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15326/13]

26/03/2013WRQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The Control of Fishing for Salmon Order 2013, SI No. 75 
of 2013 sets out the process and the criteria for the issuing, by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), of 
commercial salmon licences in 2013 and also allows for up to 14 commercial public draft net 
licences in the Kerry District.

I am advised by IFI that all valid applications for licences for the Kerry District will be 
categorised under the criteria laid down in the Salmon Order 2013 and the applications which 
achieve the highest categorisation will be awarded the available licences.

All applications will be reviewed following the closing date for receipt of applications 
which is 17:00 on Friday 29 March.  As the independent licensing process is ongoing at present 
I am not in a position to comment on one individual application ahead of any determination by 
IFI in line with the established criteria.

26/03/2013WRQ03050Renewable Energy Generation

26/03/2013WRQ03100359. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources the policy he is pursuing in relation anaerobic digestion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14828/13]

26/03/2013WRQ03200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Anaerobic digestion (AD) is a natural process involving the decomposition of organic matter in 
the absence of oxygen.  The biogas that is produced can be used to generate electricity, provide 
heat or can be used as a biofuel in the transport sector.  Biogas can also be upgraded by remov-
ing impurities to create biomethane, a direct substitute for Natural Gas, which can be injected 
directly into the natural gas network.

The REFIT scheme for biomass (REFIT3), which was opened in February 2012, is designed 
to incentivise the addition of 310 Megawatts (MW) of renewable electricity capacity from bio-
energy to the Irish electricity grid.  A number of technologies are being supported by REFIT3 
including anaerobic digestion with 50 MW allocated for AD technologies.  These technologies 
include Combined Heat and Power (CHP) where the heat created in the generation process is 
also used.

The REFIT schemes operate by guaranteeing a minimum price for renewable electricity 
generated and exported to the grid over a 15 year period.  The current minimum prices payable 
for AD technologies are as follows:

AD CHP (units up to 500 kW)   €156.516 per Megawatt Hour

AD CHP (units greater than 500 kW)  €135.647 per MWh

AD (non CHP) (up to 500 kW)   €114.779 per MWh

AD (non CHP) (greater than 500 kW)  €104.344 per MWh.

The Biofuel Obligation Scheme, which has been in operation since 2010, works by obligat-
ing large road transport fuel suppliers to bring a certain amount of sustainable biofuels to the 
market.  If placed on the market as a transport fuel, gaseous biofuels such as biogas or bio-
methane could be counted towards a fuel supplier’s biofuel obligation.  As the biofuel market 
increases in line with the biofuel obligation, opportunities for indigenous biofuel production 
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will increase also.  This, in turn, may provide further opportunities for anaerobic digestion.

Further analysis is required on a cross-Departmental basis on the economic, technical and 
regulatory aspects of injecting biomethane into the gas grid.

26/03/2013WRR00150Broadband Services Provision

26/03/2013WRR00200360. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if he will provide information on the current standard of broadband provided to 
second level schools in Longford and Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15175/13]

26/03/2013WRR00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
All post-primary schools in Ireland will have a 100 Mbps broadband connection installed by the 
end of 2014, through a project jointly funded by my Department and the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills (DES). 

The national rollout, which commenced in 2012, will be completed on an incremental basis. 
In 2012, 200 schools were connected across 14 Counties, including Counties Longford and 
Westmeath.  The total number of schools now connected across the country stands at 278.

All second level schools in Longford and Westmeath have a 100 Mbps high speed connec-
tion except for one school in Westmeath, which will be connected following the completion of 
major building work at the school.

26/03/2013WRR00350National Wind Energy Strategy

26/03/2013WRR00400361. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources the progress, if any, in facilitating schools and community organisations from receiving 
credits for the unused electricity generated by their wind turbines which is currently fed into the 
national grid without any recompense to the micro-generators; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15234/13]

26/03/2013WRR00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Electric Ireland has been offering a 9c/kwh feed in tariff, on a commercial basis under specified 
terms and conditions, to domestic micro-generators since February 2009.  No other electricity 
supply company has to date chosen to enter the market and to offer a micro-generation feed-
in-tariff on a commercial basis, although the Commission for Energy Regulation invited them 
to do so.

ESB have indicated that there are currently 622 micro-generators connected to the distri-
bution grid, of which 550 are in Electric Ireland’s Domestic Micro-generation Export Tariff 
Payment Scheme.  All Electric Ireland customers in the micro-generation scheme are domestic 
customers, as it is a domestic scheme only.  However, not all domestic micro-generators are 
on Electric Ireland’s domestic micro-generation export tariff payment scheme, as they are with 
other electricity suppliers who don’t offer such a scheme to their customers.

In 2009, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) initiated a pilot micro-gen-
eration programme.  This involved 42 installations of various micro-generation technologies.  
Monitoring of the installations took place and is now complete.  A final monitoring report on 
the performance of the installations and learning from the programme is expected shortly from 
SEAI.  This will inform future policy development. 
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The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has also provided my Department with 
some initial analysis on whether micro-generation could be incorporated into the new Pay As 
You Save Scheme, to be launched soon in respect of energy efficiency measures.  This will be 
further considered by my Department.

In view of falling technology costs, the Department has also asked SEAI to update analysis 
on the costs of varying levels of support for micro-generation technologies, with a view to con-
sidering how the sector could be supported in the future. I understand that SEAI has recently 
engaged specialist assistance in this regard.

26/03/2013WRR00550Broadband Services Provision

26/03/2013WRR00600362. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources if there are procedures in place to support relatively new broadband internet service 
providers in increasing quality broadband provision for those citizens residing in areas not 
served by fixed line providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15235/13]

26/03/2013WRR00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-reg-
ulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  The EU framework establishing a liberalised telecom-
munications market precludes Member States from offering assistance to some competitors in 
the market, which is not available to all competitors.  You will appreciate therefore, that I do 
not have a statutory authority to support relatively new broadband internet service providers in 
a manner which is not also available to all other competing service providers.

The State can intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the competi-
tive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme 
and the Rural Broadband Scheme.  The combination of private investment and State interven-
tions means that Ireland has met the EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of hav-
ing a basic broadband service available to all areas by 2013 and the focus is now on accelerating 
the roll out of high speed services.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at 
least 30 Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s 
target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and 
businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market opera-
tors indicated that they expect to provide 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015. Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important 
milestone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, the Government recently launched a 
tender for experts to assist in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment.  
Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be 
ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.
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Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds re-
ferred to in the Plan, to ensure that all parts of Ireland will have at least 30 Mbps connectivity.

26/03/2013WRR00750Broadband Services Provision

26/03/2013WRR00800363. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will clarify the reason not all of County Waterford, with particular reference to 
places including Faithlegg, Cheekpoint and Tramore are not covered by the national broadband 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15292/13]

26/03/2013WRR00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully liberalised since 1999 in accordance with 
the requirements of binding EU Directives.  The market has since developed into a well-reg-
ulated market, supporting a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services over a 
diverse range of technology platforms.  Details of broadband services available in each County, 
including County Waterford, can be found on ComReg website at www.callcosts.ie.

The State can only intervene to ensure access to broadband services in areas where the 
competitive market has failed to deliver such services, as in the case of the National Broadband 
Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme.  Under the NBS, broadband services are 
available since October 2010 from the NBS service provider, “3”, to persons with a fixed resi-
dence or fixed business in each of the 1,028 Electoral Divisions (ED) designated to be covered 
under the Scheme.  This includes 31 of the 130 EDs in County Waterford, details of which are 
available on my Department’s website.

EU State Aid and competition rules govern how States can intervene in areas in which 
existing service providers are operating.  Accordingly, the NBS is prohibited from providing a 
service in served areas where to do so would give rise to an unacceptable level of market distor-
tion.  Prior to the commencement of the NBS, a detailed mapping exercise was carried out to 
determine those areas that would be included in the Scheme and those which, by virtue of being 
already substantially served by existing broadband suppliers, could not be included.  That map-
ping exercise found that the areas of Faithlegg, Cheekpoint and Tramore, County Waterford, 
were served by existing service providers and consequently were excluded from the Scheme. 

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on ac-
celerating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, 
which I published in August last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland 
by ensuring that high speed services of at least 30 Mbps are available to all of our citizens and 
businesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds 
are available to as many homes and businesses as possible.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market opera-
tors indicated that they expect to provide 70 Mbps to 100 Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  Since the publication of the Plan, investments by the commercial sector are 
underway in both fixed line and mobile high speed broadband services, particularly in urban 
and semi-urban areas.

The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed ser-
vices are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  In an important 
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milestone towards delivery of this commitment in the Plan, the Government recently launched a 
tender for experts to assist in the design, planning and procurement of the State-led investment.  
Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakeholder engagement will be 
ongoing throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land, including all of County Waterford, will have at least 30 Mbps connectivity, through public 
or private sector investment, as outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

26/03/2013WRR00950Broadband Services Provision

26/03/2013WRR01000364. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the definition of an acceptable broadband speed under the national broadband 
scheme; the recourse open to householders dissatisfied with the coverage offered by the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15293/13]

26/03/2013WRR01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The broadband service contracted under National Broadband Scheme (NBS) is a basic, afford-
able, scalable product in keeping with EU State Aid clearance for the Scheme.  Under the terms 
of the contract which my Department has in place with “3”, the NBS service provider, the NBS 
mobile wireless service currently offers minimum download and upload speeds of 2.3 Mbps 
and 1.4 Mbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 18:1.  The NBS satellite 
service, which is utilised in a small number of cases for technical reasons associated with the 
location of the premises, offers minimum download and upload speeds of 3.6 Mbps and 384 
kbps respectively, subject to a maximum contention ratio of 48:1.

As regards service quality, my Department has well-established monitoring arrangements in 
place to ensure that the NBS delivers the minimum specified service or better to all users.  The 
NBS contract guarantees service levels and imposes a service credit regime on “3” with finan-
cial consequences in the event that minimum specification service levels are not met.  The NBS 
contract also provides that where NBS customers do not receive the minimum guaranteed ser-
vice as set out in the terms and conditions of their contract, they are entitled to service rebates.

Any NBS customer experiencing problems with the NBS service can contact 3’s customer 
care centre 24 hours a day 7 days a week by phone at 1913 (free of charge) or by email to 
nbssupport@three.ie.  Additionally, a team of field engineers has been established to address 
NBS specific maintenance issues at customer’s premises.

My Department has a role when customers have fully utilised the established complaints 
process.  It operates a dedicated NBS mailbox, which NBS customers can contact by email at 
nationalbroadbandscheme@dcenr.gov.ie   with any comments or complaints they may have 
about their NBS service.  My officials liaise very closely with “3” to ensure that any issues 
relating to service performance, which are brought to their attention, are addressed as quickly 
as possible.

With basic broadband services widely available across Ireland, the focus is now on accel-
erating the roll out of high speed services.  The Government, through the National Broadband 
Plan, which I published on 30th  August last year, has recognised that the key imperative now 
is to ensure high speed broadband availability to all.
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The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country by ensuring that 
high speed services of at least 30 Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well 
in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.

Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in 
broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.  
The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high speed 
services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.

This will ensure that citizens and businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband 
connection which meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business in a digital 
environment.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to ensuring that all parts of Ire-
land will have at least 30 Mbps connectivity, through public or private sector investment, as 
outlined in the National Broadband Plan.

26/03/2013WRR01125Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRR01200365. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the 
public sector pay bill in non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15964/13]

26/03/2013WRR01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that the information she has requested is an operational matter for 
the individual Bodies concerned.  The Deputy should deal directly with the Bodies concerned.

26/03/2013WRR01350Mortgage Resolution Processes

26/03/2013WRR01400366. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if any consideration has been given to initiating a scheme similar to the mortgage 
to shared equity scheme in Scotland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14715/13]

26/03/2013WRR01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While such a scheme is not under consideration it is the 
case that, on foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report on mortgage arrears, the Gov-
ernment launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis in February 2012. This scheme 
was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting low income families whose mortgage situation 
is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a significant change in circumstances 
in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the family remains in their home, while 
ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in turn rent it to the original owners. 
Householders seeking to avail of the mortgage to rent scheme must: have had their mortgage 
deemed unsustainable under a Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process as provided for under the 
Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears; agree to a voluntary repossession of 
their home; be eligible for social housing support; and not have significant positive equity in 
the property.

Limits on household income, property value and applicant assets also apply. Borrowers 
wishing to avail of this scheme may access further information on the Housing Agency website, 
www.housing.ie
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Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRR01600367. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide in a tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to 
the public sector pay bill if all local authority pay was capped at €100,000 and non-commercial 
State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [14794/13]

26/03/2013WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The annual saving to the public sector pay bill if non-commercial State agency pay were 
capped at €100,000 in the agencies under the remit of my Department would be €135,140.

26/03/2013WRR01750EU Funding

26/03/2013WRR01800368. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding administration of 
funds from Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15082/13]

26/03/2013WRR01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The position set out in the correspondence referred to in the Question regarding the ad-
ministration of EU funds for local development is incorrect on a number of fronts. It appears to 
be based on an erroneous understanding of the proposals for enhanced alignment between local 
government and local development set out in Putting People First – Action Programme for Ef-
fective Local Government.   

The correspondence also appears to be based on a misunderstanding of the EU regulations 
for local development funding. All EU co-funded local development programmes will continue 
to be implemented for the purposes intended under the EU regulations and in full compliance 
with those regulations. Any assertion to the contrary, such as the scenarios set out in the cor-
respondence supplied, is incorrect and misleading.

26/03/2013WRR01950Property Taxation Exemptions

26/03/2013WRR02000369. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if an estate (details supplied) in County Limerick is exempt from the property tax 
as it is an unfinished development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15171/13]

26/03/2013WRR02100396. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Kildare is not included on 
the exempt unfinished estates list for the purpose of local property tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15337/13]

26/03/2013WRR02200397. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Kildare is not included on 
the exempt unfinished estates list for the purposes of local property tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15338/13]

26/03/2013WRR02300398. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the criteria that was used when deciding which housing estates were exempt 
from the local property tax; the category of unfinished housing estates that were included on 
this list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15341/13]
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26/03/2013WRR02400402. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Kildare is not included on 
the exempt unfinished estates list for the purposes of local property tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15364/13]

26/03/2013WRR02500403. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Kildare is not included on 
the exempt unfinished estates list for the purposes of local property tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15365/13]

26/03/2013WRR02600404. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason an estate (details supplied) in County Kildare is not included on 
the exempt unfinished estates list for the purposes of local property tax; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15366/13]

26/03/2013WRR02700405. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason the following estates (details supplied) in Youghal, County Cork, 
are not exempt form the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15368/13]

26/03/2013WRR02800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 369, 396 to 398, inclu-
sive, and 402 to 405, inclusive, together.

An exemption from the local property tax applies to developments listed in the schedule to 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) Regulations 2013.   

The list of unfinished housing developments eligible for the exemption was compiled by 
local authorities utilising the categorisation employed for the purposes of the National Housing 
Survey 2012.  The Survey was carried out over the course of summer 2012 by my Department 
in conjunction with local authorities and the Housing Agency. 

The categorisation methodology for the survey was different to that which was used in 2011 
and which provided the basis for the waiver from the household charge. That earlier categorisa-
tion related largely to the level of on-site activity at the time the 2011 survey was carried out 
and had less to do with the physical character of a development. The 2012 survey was based 
purely and objectively on the actual state of completion of a development. Only developments 
that were deemed by local authorities to be in a “seriously problematic condition”, regardless 
of whether a developer was on or off site, were included. 

For purposes of preparing the final list of developments to which the exemption from the 
local property tax would apply local authorities were asked by my Department to confirm or 
update the then existing list as appropriate.

26/03/2013WRR02850Property Taxation Exemptions

26/03/2013WRR02900370. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if housing estates that have not been taken in charge of by local authorities 
will be subject to the property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15177/13]

26/03/2013WRR03000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An exemption from the local property tax applies to those 
unfinished housing developments listed in the schedule to the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
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Regulations 2013. There is no general exemption for estates that have not been taken in charge.

Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 applies to estates which have been 
granted planning permission and includes the construction of two or more houses (which as 
defined in the Act includes apartments) and the provision of new roads, open spaces, car parks, 
sewers, watermains or drains.

In relation to estates which have been completed to the satisfaction of the planning author-
ity in accordance with the permission, section 180 provides that the planning authority must if 
requested to do so by the developer or by the majority of the qualified electors who are owners 
of the houses involved, initiate the procedures in section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 for declaring 
the road(s) to be public roads, for whose maintenance the local authority will then be respon-
sible.

Section 11 of the Roads Act empowers a local authority to, by order, declare any road over 
which a public right of way exists to be a public road. Before making an order the local author-
ity must be satisfied the road is of general public utility, consider the financial implications of 
taking the road in charge and consult with the public/consider any objections received. The 
consideration of the objections and the making of the order declaring the road to be a public 
road is a reserved function, so that the decision whether to take the road in charge is ultimately 
one for the discretion of the elected members.

In relation to estates which have not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning 
authority and enforcement proceedings have not been commenced within the relevant period 
section 180 also provides that the planning authority must, if requested to do so by the major-
ity of the owners, initiate the procedures in section 11 of the Roads Act. However, in this case 
the section provides that the provision in section 11 of the Roads Act requiring the authority to 
consider the financial implications of taking the road in charge is to be disregarded.

Section 180 also provides that where a planning authority, in complying with section 180, 
makes an order under section 11 of the Roads Act, it must also take in charge any open spaces, 
car parks, sewers, watermains, or drains within the attendant grounds of the development.

Section 180 was amended in the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 to 
provide that a planning authority may take in charge an unfinished estate, at the request of the 
owners of the housing units, at any time after the expiration of the planning permission, in situ-
ations where enforcement actions have commenced or where the planning authority consider 
that enforcement action will not result in the satisfactory completion of the estate by the devel-
oper. Planning authorities have also been empowered to take in charge part of an estate or some, 
but not all, of the facilities in an estate.

26/03/2013WRR03050Rental Accommodation Scheme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRR03100371. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the reason a person must be in receipt of rent allowance to qualify for the 
rent accommodation scheme; if the person has a valid housing need can they not be considered 
for RAS regardless of rent allowance; if any exceptions may be made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15370/13]

26/03/2013WRR03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): It is open to any person or household to apply to a housing 
authority for an assessment of their housing need. It is a matter solely for the housing authority 
concerned to determine whether an applicant for social housing support is eligible for and in 
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need of that support in accordance with the provisions of section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009, regulations made under that section, and having regard to the 
particular circumstances of the case.   

Households that are assessed by a housing authority to have a housing need have a range of 
housing supports available to satisfy their need regardless of whether or not they are in receipt 
of Rent Supplement (RS). 

The Rental Accommodation Scheme is a targeted scheme to cater for the accommodation 
needs of certain persons in receipt of rent supplement, normally for more than 18 months and 
who are assessed as having a long-term housing need. In that context the primary objective of 
RAS is to accommodate rent supplement recipients where it is deemed that they now have a 
long-term housing need.

26/03/2013WRR03250Commercial Rates Issues

26/03/2013WRR03300372. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the way commercial rates are determined for private houses that are used as 
businesses for example doctor’s surgeries. [14694/13]

26/03/2013WRR03400373. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the way commercial rates are determined for units in suburban shopping 
centres. [14695/13]

26/03/2013WRR03500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 372 and 373 together.

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001. The Commissioner 
for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters, including determination under 
the Act of relevant property for the purposes of rates.  The Valuation Act 2001 comes under the 
aegis of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

26/03/2013WRR03550Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

26/03/2013WRR03600374. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will provide an update on the greater Dublin drainage project by 
Fingal County Council; when a decision will be made on the siting of a regional sewage plant 
in north county Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14713/13]

26/03/2013WRR03700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Planning for the Greater Dublin Regional Drainage Project – North Dublin Treatment 
Plant and Orbital Sewer is being progressed by Fingal County Council. 

Under the Alternative Sites Assessment and Route Selection Report (Phase 2) for the 
scheme, three possible treatment sites and two possible outfall locations have been identified 
by the Council as emerging preferred options, and a non-statutory public consultation process 
was carried out during 2012. I understand that the Council and the Project Team are now assess-
ing the submissions made and hope to complete their deliberations in the first half of this year.
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26/03/2013WRR03750Local Authority Housing Mortgages

26/03/2013WRR03800375. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the exceptions that may be considered for persons seeking to apply for house 
purchase loans via their local authority; if mechanisms exist whereby persons may appeal local 
authorities’ decisions to refuse an application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14751/13]

26/03/2013WRR03900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): In advancing loans for house purchase it is of critical 
importance that local authorities make such funding available on the basis of sound lending 
criteria. My Department and individual local authorities have a responsibility to ensure that 
mortgage lending is prudentially based and that the capacity of a borrower fully to service a 
loan over the full term is realistically assessed and stress-tested. Provisions governing mortgage 
lending by local authorities are set out under the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 
2012 and associated credit policy.

Local authorities are advised to examine each loan application on its own merits in deter-
mining whether an applicant is eligible for a house purchase loan. It is the case that the rate of 
refusal of applications has increased since the credit policy was introduced. However, it is also 
clear that the loans issued under that credit policy are more likely to be fully performing. The 
final decision on whether to grant/refuse an applicant lies solely with the relevant local author-
ity, and all local authorities must satisfy themselves on the financial risk they are undertaking.

I consider that the current arrangements for mortgage lending are fair and adequately meet 
the needs of prospective home owners in a prudent manner.

26/03/2013WRR03950Leader Programmes Administration

26/03/2013WRR04000376. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the person responsible for the administration of the LEADER Programme in 
the Gaeltacht region of Erris, County Mayo; if he will confirm that the programme is currently 
being administered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14769/13]

26/03/2013WRR04100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Gaeltacht area of North Mayo was formerly serviced by Meitheal Forbartha na 
Gaeltachta (MFG) for the purposes of funding under Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of the Rural 
Development Programme (RDP). MFG went into liquidation on 7 September 2011. Follow-
ing a complex and difficult legal winding up process most Gaeltacht areas are now operational 
through Local Development Companies in geographically contiguous areas. 

Progress is still on-going in the context of determining a delivery solution for RDP funding 
in the North Mayo Gaeltacht areas. My Department is currently examining a number of options 
and I expect to have a solution in place in the near future.

26/03/2013WRR04150Building Regulations

26/03/2013WRR04200377. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that registered architects are trained to 
design in compliance with the building regulations and that they have no academic or practical 
training to certify compliance of construction works with building regulations; consequently 
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if he will justify the short-listing of architects to act as assigned certifiers as per the Building 
Control (amendment) Regulations 2012, while other professionals with more training and ex-
perience in this field were not short-listed. [14805/13]

26/03/2013WRR04300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): With effect from 1 March 2014 the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2013 
will require, among other things, that design drawings demonstrating compliance with the re-
quirements of the second schedule to the Building Regulations be lodged with the local build-
ing control authority prior to commencement of works and that a registered professional be 
assigned to inspect the implementation of the design during construction so that he/she is in a 
position to certify the completed building for compliance with the requirements of the second 
schedule to the Building Regulations. The statutory certificates of completion underpinning the 
procedures outlined must be signed by a registered professional i.e. a person who is included on 
the statutory registers of architects or building surveyors maintained in accordance with parts 
3 and 5 respectively of the Building Control Act 2007 or on the register of chartered engineer s 
established under the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland (Charter Amendment) Act 1969. 
Architects, Building Surveyors and Chartered Engineers are the construction professions typi-
cally involved in the design of construction works in Ireland and reference to these professions 
in regulation is entirely appropriate. I do not accept any implication that the operation of the 
registers may be unfairly restrictive or exclusive. In relation to the register of architects , for 
instance, a variety of routes to registration exist including provision for registration of suitable 
practically trained persons who may have no formal academic background or training.

26/03/2013WRS00150Departmental Bodies

26/03/2013WRS00200378. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will advise, with regard to the implementation group being established 
to oversee the establishment of the new socio-economic committees, when the positions of the 
group will be filled; if the trade union sector will be represented on this group; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14840/13]

26/03/2013WRS00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Following on from the publication of Putting People First – Action Programme for Ef-
fective Local Government, an Alignment Implementation Group has been established to assist 
and advise on the implementation of the recommendations of the Local Government/Local 
Development Alignment Steering Group. The organisations participating in the Group are the 
City & County Managers’ Association, the Irish Local Development Network and Pobal, and 
it is chaired by my Department.  The Implementation Group has met twice to date, and its key 
responsibility is to oversee the practical arrangements necessary to give effect to the new local 
structures, including the new Socio-Economic Committees to be established in each local au-
thority administrative area. In its membership, drawn primarily from the local government and 
local development sectors, I believe that the Implementation Group has the correct focus; while 
it is not intended to extend the membership, it is open to the Group to consult as required with 
their nominating bodies so as to fairly and accurately represent key stakeholders and, also, to 
invite other stakeholder representatives affected by the alignment process to participate where 
required.

26/03/2013WRS00350Septic Tank Registration Scheme

26/03/2013WRS00400379. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when application forms and detailed terms and conditions will be available in 
relation to the recently announced grant to upgrade private waste water systems; the reason for 
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the delay in producing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14862/13]

26/03/2013WRS00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I recently announced my intention to introduce a grant scheme to provide financial as-
sistance to households whose septic tanks and other domestic wastewater treatment systems are 
deemed to require remediation following an inspection under the Water Services (Amendment) 
Act, 2012. The grant scheme will apply to treatment systems which are the subject of an Advi-
sory Notice issued by a water services authority following an inspection carried out under the 
2012 Act and based on the EPA’s risk-based inspection plan which was published on 19 Febru-
ary 2013.  Full details of the grants scheme will be set out in regulations which I will make in 
advance of inspections commencing later this year.

26/03/2013WRS00550Housing Adaptation Grants Expenditure

26/03/2013WRS00600380. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government If he will urgently review a recent decision to cut Kerry County Council’s alloca-
tion for housing aid for the elderly, mobility aids grant and grants for persons with a disability 
by a massive 56% on the 2012 allocation as this deficit will leave the council totally hindered in 
providing adequate housing supports to this sector of society and will deprive many of them of 
their rightful entitlements, especially with regard to their needs for adequate facilities; if he will 
clarify under the Equality Act if this is in compliance with the Ombudsman’s recent statement 
and directive to the Government to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14957/13]

26/03/2013WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 363 of 20 March, 2013 
which sets out the position in relation to the determination of the 2013 capital allocation to 
Kerry County Council under the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability. 
As of 22 March, some 5% of this year’s allocation of €1,445,971 had been drawn down by the 
Council. I will consider the Council’s request for additional funding in the context of the avail-
able funding and the requests already received from other authorities.

26/03/2013WRS00750Planning Issues

26/03/2013WRS00800381. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his views on whether third parties should be able to make submissions to An Bord 
Pleanala as part of the pre application consultation process between prospective applicants and 
An Bord Plenala regarding strategic infrastructure development; if he has any plans to intro-
duce legislation to facilitate this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14980/13]

26/03/2013WRS00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I have no plans to amend planning legislation to provide 
for the making of submissions to An Bord Pleanála in connection with pre-application consul-
tations regarding strategic infrastructure development. Submissions may of course be made by 
third parties after a strategic infrastructure application has been received.

26/03/2013WRS00950Non-Principal Private Residence Charge

26/03/2013WRS01000382. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
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Local Government his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the non principal 
private residence charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14994/13]

26/03/2013WRS01100Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of 
local authorities by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences. The charge is set 
at €200 and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. 
It is a matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she 
has a liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the charge.

The provision of information to potentially liable owners was regarded as an important ele-
ment in the introduction of the Non-Principal Private Residence Charge in 2009 and in subse-
quent years. The associated communication campaign, including media advertisements funded 
by my Department, information made available by local authorities, and website hosted infor-
mation, in circumstances in which the legal onus is on the liable owner to declare liability and 
make payment, has achieved its general goals of raising awareness and encouraging compli-
ance. Much of this information, such as information available online and press advertisements 
aimed at Irish communities living abroad, was available to liable persons resident outside of 
the country.

Under the Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect the Non-Principal Private Resi-
dence Charge and late payment fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees imposed 
and payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority con-
cerned. In this regard, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter for 
the relevant local authority. Guidelines have also been issued to local authorities in relation to 
the operation of the “care and management” provisions of the Local Government (Charges) Act 
2009 and local authorities are expected to implement these guidelines appropriately.

26/03/2013WRS01150Local Authority Housing Bonds

26/03/2013WRS01200383. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 137 of 13 March 2013, the value of security 
held on a county basis by local authority in relation to bonds held for the satisfactory comple-
tion of housing estates for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14998/13]

26/03/2013WRS01300384. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 137 of 13 March 2013, the amount of secu-
rity bonds claimed by local authorities on a county basis for each of the past five years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14999/13]

26/03/2013WRS01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 383 and 384 together

The specific information sought in relation to the amount or value of bonds is not available 
in my Department.

26/03/2013WRS01450Private Rented Accommodation Standards

26/03/2013WRS01500385. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the progress made in reviewing the legislation in respect of standards in 
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privately rented accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15018/13]

26/03/2013WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Minimum standards for rental accommodation are pre-
scribed in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, made under section 18 
of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992. They specify requirements in relation to 
a range of matters such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light 
and safety of gas and electrical supply. All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their 
rented properties comply with these regulations and responsibility for the enforcement of the 
regulations rests with the relevant local authority supported by a dedicated stream of funding 
provided from part of the proceeds of tenancy registration fees collected by the Private Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (PRTB).

On 1 February 2013, Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Reg-
ulations 2008 came into effect for all existing residential rented accommodation. This means, 
inter alia, that all rental accommodation must now have its own separate sanitary facilities.  The 
requirements in relation to heating and facilities for cooking, food storage and laundry have 
also been updated.

The Regulations took effect in their entirety for all rented properties being let for the first 
time from 1 February 2009. However, in some cases Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the regulations 
may have required significant refurbishment works for existing tenancies and as such a four 
year phasing-in period was afforded to these properties to facilitate any improvement works 
that needed to be carried out. This phasing-in period was introduced to take account of views 
expressed in wide-ranging consultations during the development of the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 that it would be necessary to allow time for the carrying 
out of any significant remedial work that could be involved in achieving compliance. My De-
partment keeps the appropriateness of the current standards under review and it engages on a 
regular basis with local authorities on the implementation and enforcement of the significantly 
strengthened current standards.

26/03/2013WRS01650Commercial Rates Issues

26/03/2013WRS01700386. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will outline the process involved in resetting the different commercial rate 
levels once town councils are abolished and local authorities are amalgamated. [15023/13]

26/03/2013WRS01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Putting People 
First, indicates that in the context of reorganisation of local governance structures, the proposed 
new municipal districts will provide an opportunity to achieve a more coherent approach to 
rates and charges on a county-wide basis, having regard to funding requirements and the need 
to support employment and business competitiveness. The Action Programme proposes rates 
harmonisation to cater for differences between Annual Rates on Valuation (ARVs) of towns and 
counties. My approach to rates harmonisation will seek to ensure, on the one hand, that harmon-
isation does not lead to significant net loss of revenue in individual counties with consequential 
implications for services, and on the other hand, that increases in rates do not impact negatively 
on businesses and employment.  Definitive details, arrangements and procedures in relation to 
the funding of district level functions, and financial relations between district and county levels, 
will be developed in the context of the new local government funding arrangements generally, 
implementation of the new sub-county system and preparation of the legislation in relation to 
the reform programme.
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26/03/2013WRS01850Local Authority Housing Rents

26/03/2013WRS01900387. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if a local authority tenant who has been sentenced to time in prison is re-
quired to keep up rent payments during their prison term or if a family member is required to 
do so on their behalf to ensure their tenancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15109/13]

26/03/2013WRS02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 614 of 6 June 2012. A 
decision on whether a person who has been sentenced to prison is liable to pay rent on their lo-
cal authority house while serving their sentence is a matter for the housing authority concerned.  
Having examined the practice across a number of authorities, my Department’s understanding 
is that where a person who has a local authority tenancy receives a custodial sentence the local 
authority will look at the individual circumstances of the case, as well as taking into consider-
ation any remaining household members, to determine whether to continue with the tenancy 
and, if so, what level of differential rent will apply.

26/03/2013WRS02050Planning Issues

26/03/2013WRS02100388. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 213 of 27 February 2013, if he will 
clarify the options open to him to initiate an investigation when planning permission is granted 
in direct conflict to maximum height limits set down in a local authority development plan. 
[15119/13]

26/03/2013WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): While, under Section 255 of the Planning and Develop-
ment Acts 2000 – 2012, I may initiate a review of procedures and systems employed by a plan-
ning authority in the performance of its functions under the Acts, I am precluded, under section 
30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, from involvement in relation to any particular 
case, including an enforcement matter, with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is 
or may be concerned.

26/03/2013WRS02250Building Regulations

26/03/2013WRS02300389. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the current status of the establishment of a register of builders; when he ex-
pects it to come into effect; what it will involve; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15155/13]

26/03/2013WRS02400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): In April 2012 I released a consultation document entitled Strengthening the Building 
Control System which included, among other things, reference to discussions between my De-
partment and the Construction Industry Federation (CIF) in relation to the establishment of a 
voluntary registration process for house builders/contractors. At that time the CIF had been 
invited to set out proposals for such a scheme for consideration. My Department had indicated 
that the scheme should be in keeping with competition law, include strong quality assurance 
checks, provide strong consumer protection, have the cover of insurance and not add exces-
sively to the economic cost of house purchase/rental.
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The CIF has recently brought forward proposals, which are currently receiving consider-
ation within my Department, on a voluntary scheme of registration for builders with the inten-
tion of moving towards a statutory scheme over time when it is proven to be a quality registra-
tion scheme and operating effectively in practice.  Statutory registration arrangements for the 
construction professions of Architect, Building Surveyor and Quantity Surveyor are in place 
under the Building Control Act 2007 and for Chartered Engineers under earlier legislation dat-
ing from 1969.

26/03/2013WRS02450Leader Programmes Funding

26/03/2013WRS02500390. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the status of Leader funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15195/13]

26/03/2013WRS02600391. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the integrated companies will once again be allowed to approve projects 
following the suspension of this permission on 29 January 2013; the total amount of project 
money remaining to be approved under each heading of the programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15210/13]

26/03/2013WRS02700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 390 and 391 together.

In late 2011 the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding rate 
from 55% to 85% for the Axes 3 and 4 elements (LEADER) of Ireland’s Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2007-2013. Prior to this the LEADER elements were co-funded at a rate of 
55% by the EU, with the remaining 45% coming from national exchequer sources. The 2011 
agreement reduced the national exchequer input to 15% on a net basis for 2012 and 2013 with-
out a concomitant increase in the amount of funding to be provided by the EU. This resulted in 
a reduction in the overall Programme complement from €427m to approximately €314m on the 
basis of the Programme achieving full spend by the end of 2013.

However, given the levels of spending by the Local Development Companies (LDCs) from 
2009 to date, it is very unlikely that full spend will be achieved by the end of 2013, at which 
time the co-funding rate will revert to 55% for all expenditure beyond that date. As a conse-
quence of this the overall Programme requirement will change. In the context of these changes 
to the co-funding rate the original project allocations given to each LDC contracted to deliver 
the LEADER elements of the RDP require readjustment.  An exercise is currently being car-
ried out to determine the level of project commitments across all LDCs and all RDP measures 
in order to rebalance the programme in as equitable a way as possible.  It will not be possible 
to be definitive regarding the remaining funding available for project commitments until such 
time as this rebalancing exercise has been satisfactorily completed. I expect this exercise to be 
completed shortly.

26/03/2013WRS02750Legislative Programme

26/03/2013WRS02800392. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if the necessary legislative changes will be introduced in order to empower the 
Standards in Public Office Commission to compel organisations to co-operate with it when said 
organisations, such as those involved in the abortion debate which are so obviously engaging in 
political lobbying, are third parties as set out under the Electoral Acts. [15225/13]
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26/03/2013WRS02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government legislation programme includes a commitment to bring forward an Elec-
toral (Amendment) (Referendum Spending and Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill. That Bill will 
provide, inter alia, for the disclosure of expenditure and donations at a referendum campaign. 
In the preparation of this legislation consideration will be given to other recommendations for 
changes to the Electoral Act 1997 including any relating to third parties.

26/03/2013WRS02950Planning Issues

26/03/2013WRS03000393. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if, in view of his central role in the IROPI planning process, his Department will 
proceed with an IROPI application for the Galway city outer bypass should the Court of Justice 
of the European Union find that the current application compromises the integrity of a special 
area of conservation. [15228/13]

26/03/2013WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The application to An Bord Pleanála for approval of this 
project was made prior to the commencement of Part XAB of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 on 21 September 2011 and accordingly the relevant provisions in relation to appropri-
ate assessment of this application are contained in the European Communities (Natural Habi-
tats) Regulations, 1997.  Under Regulation 30(5) of those Regulations An Bord Pleanála may, 
notwithstanding a negative assessment in relation to the effects on the integrity of a European 
site, where it is satisfied that there are no alternative solutions decide to agree to the proposed 
road development where the proposed road development has to be carried out for imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest.  In accordance with Regulation 30(6) the reasons must 
include reasons of a social or economic nature and, if the site concerned hosts a priority natural 
habitat type or a priority species, the only considerations of overriding public interest may be:

(i) those relating to human health or public safety,

(ii) beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment, or

(iii) further to an opinion from the European Commission to other imperative reasons of 
overriding public interest.

26/03/2013WRS03150Wind Energy Guidelines

26/03/2013WRS03200394. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if consideration will be given to placing a temporary moratorium on wind energy 
developments until such time as the review, by his Department, of the 2006 Wind Energy De-
velopment Guidelines has been completed. [15229/13]

26/03/2013WRS03300395. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when the updating and reviewing of his Department’s 2006 Wind Energy Devel-
opment Guidelines will be complete. [15230/13]

26/03/2013WRS03400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 394 and 395 together.

The Wind Energy Development Guidelines (June 2006) provide advice to planning au-
thorities on catering for wind energy through the development plan process. The guidelines are 
also intended to ensure a consistency of approach throughout the country in the identification 
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of suitable locations for wind energy development and the treatment of planning applications 
for such developments. In order to ensure that Ireland continues to meet its renewable energy 
targets and, at the same time, that wind energy does not have negative impacts on local com-
munities my Department, in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources and other stakeholders, is undertaking a targeted review of certain aspects 
of the Wind Energy Guidelines 2006.  This focused review will examine the manner in which 
the Guidelines address key issues of community concern such as noise, proximity and visual 
amenity and any other potential impacts, as considered appropriate, as well as ways of building 
community support for wind energy development.

All statutory planning guidelines issue first in draft form for a public consultation over a 
period of a couple of months. Once the consultation period is closed the submissions received 
on the draft guidelines are considered and taken into account in the final form of the guidelines. 
The draft guidelines will – like all other new or revised guidelines – go out for extensive public 
consultation for a period of 6 weeks to 2 months. The indicative timetable for the publication 
of the draft guidelines is Quarter 3 or Quarter 4 2013.  I do not think it either appropriate or 
necessary to impose a moratorium on planning applications for wind energy development at 
this time.

         Questions Nos. 396 to 398, inclusive, answered with Question No. 369.

26/03/2013WRT00250Local Authority Finances

26/03/2013WRT00300399. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the reason Dublin City Council budget in 2013 has been reduced by 
more than 50% for the housing adaptation grant scheme compared to its 2012 budget; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15348/13]

26/03/2013WRT00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 22 February 2013 I announced capital allocations to 
local authorities under the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability amount-
ing to €42.750 million.  In allocating the available funding across all 34 city and county coun-
cils I did so in as transparent and as fair a way as possible. In framing the 2013 allocations, my 
Department wrote to each local authority requesting details of the numbers and value of grants 
where work had been approved to commence.  Between them, local authorities reported con-
tractual commitments in respect of approved grants totally €18 million.  This year I allocated 
local authorities the full amount of their contractual commitments which, in the case of Dublin 
City Council, amounted to €2,906,500.  The balance of the available funding was allocated 
on the basis of each authority’s share of the new applications on hand in January 2013. This 
brought Dublin City Council’s overall allocation to €4,932,319.56.  In order to deal with any 
acute or particular difficulty which might arise in the operation of the schemes over the course 
of the year I have set aside a small capital reserve.  My Department will consider applications 
from local authorities for a supplementary allocation in such cases.

26/03/2013WRT00450Water Services Provision

26/03/2013WRT00500400. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if his Department will be having a water services investment programme 
in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15349/13]
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26/03/2013WRT00600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 353 and 357 of 5 March 2013.  The Water Services 
Investment Programme 2010 – 2013 will run until the end of the year.  At that point, following 
the enactment of the necessary legislation, responsibility for public water service planning and 
delivery will transfer to Irish Water.  The Water Sector Reform Implementation Strategy , which 
is published on my Department’s website, is focused on ensuring that appropriate policy and 
legal frameworks are put in place for Irish Water and the water sector.  A key objective of the 
Government in establishing Irish Water is to provide a mechanism to finance necessary capital 
investment in the sector, and accelerate the delivery of such investment.  The development of a 
capital investment programme to succeed the current Water Services Investment Programme is 
part of the reform work currently underway.

26/03/2013WRT00650Water and Sewerage Scheme Grants

26/03/2013WRT00700401. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when arrears due to Enniscorthy Town Council, County Wexford, in respect of a 
sewage scheme, provided by the council, will issue. [15361/13]

26/03/2013WRT00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I assume that the question refers to the Enniscorthy Main Drainage Scheme Stage 2 
which was completed in the late 1990s.  My Department advised Wexford County Council in 
November 2012 that no further payments are due to the Council on this scheme.

  Questions Nos. 402 to 405, inclusive, answered with Question No. 369.

26/03/2013WRT00950Garda Resources

26/03/2013WRT01000406. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the conditions of the Garda Terrace in Phoenix Park, Dublin; if he is currently re-
sponding to residents’ requests to be re-housed due to the continuing degradation of conditions 
with the accommodation; if he is treating this with the utmost urgency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15085/13]

26/03/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the allocation of Garda resources, including accommodation, is a matter for the Garda Commis-
sioner.  I have been informed by the Garda authorities that legal issues have arisen in relation to 
the occupation of a number of  properties at the location referred to by the Deputy.  I also un-
derstand that legal advice has been sought in relation to these issues and, accordingly, it would 
not be appropriate for me to comment in relation to the matter.

26/03/2013WRT01150Property Services Regulation

26/03/2013WRT01200407. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the regulations protect-
ing the owners of properties from rogue auctioneers who do not achieve the best price for the 
asset; and if he has any plans to improve legislation and regulation in this regard. [15086/13]

26/03/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Property Services (Regu-
lation) Act 2011 established the Property Services Regulatory Authority to control, supervise 
and regulate Property Services Providers (i.e. Auctioneers/Estate Agents, Letting Agents and 
Management Agents).  Any person wishing to provide a property service must be licensed by 
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the Authority and meet certain minimum qualification standards. The new PSRA licensing sys-
tem came into effect on 6 July 2012.  A key role of the Authority is to set and enforce standards 
in the provision of property services by auctioneers, letting agents and property management 
agents and to provide redress mechanisms for consumers of those services.  The Authority 
administers a system of investigation and adjudication of complaints and investigates all com-
plaints where it is alleged that a Property Services Provider has engaged in improper conduct.  
All such complaints must be made in writing and a complaint form is available on the Author-
ity’s website www.psr.ie.

Where, on completion of an investigation, the Authority is satisfied that the property ser-
vices provider has engaged in improper conduct, it may impose any of the following sanctions:

- issue a reprimand, warning, caution or advice to the property service provider;
- revoke the property service provider’s licence;
- suspend the property service provider’s licence for a specified period;
- direct the property service provider to pay: 
- up to €50,000 to the Property Services Compensation Fund;
- up to €50,000 to the Authority towards the cost of the investigation;
- up to €250,000 to the Authority by way of a financial penalty, or
- any combination of the foregoing.

26/03/2013WRT01350Garda Deployment

26/03/2013WRT01400408. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review the 
road safety value of a regular Gardamobile safety camera van checkpoint (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; if he appreciates that this location is the safest point for overtaking on the 25 
kilometre R238 route that connects Derry City and Buncrana; if he will communicate with the 
appropriate authorities regarding this location with a view to ensuring that the best road safety 
outcomes are served; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15112/13]

26/03/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have sought a report from the 
Garda authorities on the matter referred to and will write to the Deputy when the information 
is to hand.

26/03/2013WRT01550Residency Permits

26/03/2013WRT01600409. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has con-
sidered the possibility of an earned regularisation scheme for undocumented immigrant work-
ers living here; if he has considered revisions to employment legislation to protect these undoc-
umented workers should they suffer breaches of employment law and regulations in the course 
of their work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15174/13]

26/03/2013WRT01700448. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
examine, consider or introduce an earned regularisation scheme for undocumented immigrants 
living here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15176/13]

26/03/2013WRT01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 409 and 448 together.

There are no current plans to engage in any form of blanket regularisation of migrants who 
are unlawfully in the State.  It is the responsibility of all non EEA nationals who are resident in 
the State to ensure that they have an appropriate permission from the Minister for Justice and 
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Equality.  Most migrants do in fact comply with this condition and obey the State’s immigration 
laws.  Clearly, all illegal immigrant cases are not the same and must be dealt with on a case by 
case basis taking account of their individual circumstances.  At one end of the scale are those 
where the person’s illegal status is through no fault of their own and indeed the Department 
continue to deal with cases of this nature on an ongoing basis.  However there are also much 
more egregious instances of immigration abuse, often at considerable expense to the State and 
it does not follow that such persons should profit from their conduct.

At EU Level, the Member States, in agreeing the European Pact on Immigration and Asy-
lum at the European Council in October 2008 made specific commitments “to use only case-by-
case regularisation, rather than generalised regularisation, under national law, for humanitarian 
or economic reasons”.  While the Pact is not legally binding, the political commitment among 
Member States, then and now, is clearly against any form of process that would in any way 
legitimise the status of those unlawfully present without first examining the merits of their indi-
vidual cases.  In our case there are also considerations based on maintaining the integrity of the 
Common Travel Area with the UK which must be taken into account.

In looking at cases as they arise, among the issues that would be relevant to the outcome 
would be the circumstances in which the person became undocumented, the length of time they 
have been in that situation, their prospects of being able to gain lawful employment without be-
ing a drain on the financial resources of the State such as the welfare, health, housing and edu-
cation areas, along with the more general considerations applicable to immigration decisions, 
including any family related rights they may have in the context of the European Convention 
on Human Rights.  Sometimes case by case consideration will result in a positive outcome for 
the applicant.  However, in other cases this may result in a decision by the Irish authorities, 
subject to the oversight of our Courts, that the person has to go home.  That decision should be 
respected.

The Deputy may be aware that employment legislation in respect of immigrants is a matter 
for the Minister of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  I understand his Department is currently 
developing new legislative proposals in the area of work permits to ensure inter alia that an em-
ployer may not benefit from the illegality of the contract of employment where they are found 
culpable in not ensuring a valid employment permit was in place for the employee concerned.

26/03/2013WRT01850Property Registration Fees

26/03/2013WRT01900410. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
whether the recent increase in property registration fees is another form of property tax in view 
of the fact that the average home went from €525 to €815 which is approximately a 55% in-
crease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15344/13]

26/03/2013WRT02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Land Registry fees become 
payable on the making of an application for registration of title or for the other searching, 
inspection and copying services provided by the Property Registration Authority.  The Land 
Registration (Fees) Order 2012 (S.I. No. 380 of 2012), which came into effect on 1 December 
2012, introduced new fees for Land Registry services.  Section 21(2) of the Registration of 
Deeds and Title Act 2006 provides that registration fees shall not be fixed at a level calculated to 
produce an annual amount which is less than that sufficient to discharge the operational cost and 
expenses under the Act, i.e. fees are to be set at a level sufficient to meet the full cost associated 
with Property Registration Authority services.

It should be noted that the land registry fees had not been adjusted since 2000, which was a 
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key reason for the need for a significant increase in the level of charges to ensure that the fees 
cover the cost of Property Registration Authority services.  Notwithstanding the fact that Land 
Registry fees are paid into and disposed of for the benefit of the Exchequer, they constitute pay-
ment for the registration and other services provided by the Authority and the State-guaranteed 
title that results from registration and are not, therefore, a tax.

26/03/2013WRT02050Industrial Relations Issues

26/03/2013WRT02100411. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the GRA and 
AGSI have access to the LRC or the Labour Court for the purposes of resolving industrial 
relations issues; the legislation under which this is governed; if he has any plans to change the 
situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15369/13]

26/03/2013WRT02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At a sectoral level, the Garda 
Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme provides a framework for the resolution of industrial re-
lations issues between Garda management, my Department and the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform on the one hand and representatives of the Garda associations on the 
other hand.  The scheme covers  industrial relations issues such as pay, allowances, terms and 
conditions and other matters.  The scheme, which is similar to schemes operating elsewhere in 
the public service, provides for a Conciliation Council, an Arbitration Board and an Adjudicator 
and covers all ranks of the Garda Síochána up to and including the rank of Chief Superinten-
dent.  There are limited provisions in legislation under which members of An Garda Síochána 
have access to the Labour Relations Commission and the Labour Court, namely the Safety, 
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and the Payment of Wages Act 1991.  There are no plans 
to change the situation.

26/03/2013WRT02250Prison Accommodation

26/03/2013WRT02300412. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of cells in each institution here; the number that accommodate two, three, four or more prison-
ers; the current levels of overcrowding within each prison with reference to the safe levels of 
custody on each prison as identified by the Inspector of Prisons; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14687/13]

26/03/2013WRT02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy will require some time to collate.  I will forward the information to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

26/03/2013WRT02450Prisoner Numbers

26/03/2013WRT02500413. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of prisoners in total and in each institution that are at present in custody; the number required 
to slop out; the number required to use normal toilet facilities in the presence of others; the 
number that are sole occupants of a cell that has a normal flush toilet installed or have access 
at all times to normal private toilet facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14688/13]

26/03/2013WRT02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy will require some time to collate.  I will forward the information to the Deputy as 
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soon as it is available.

26/03/2013WRU00125Public Order Offences

26/03/2013WRU00150414. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is illegal to 
beg in the vicinity of a cash machine; and the actions the Gardaí can take to deter such activity. 
[14693/13]

26/03/2013WRU00175Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Criminal Justice (Public 
Order) Act, 2011 provides for begging related offences and Gardaí make full use of these and 
other relevant provisions. 

Section 2 of the Act of 2011 provides that a person who, while begging, harasses, intimi-
dates, assaults or threatens any other person or persons, or obstructs the passage of persons or 
vehicles, is guilty of an offence.  There is also provision contained in Section 3 (2) in relation 
to begging at certain locations, including at or near automated teller machines or vending ma-
chines, and members of An Garda Síochána may direct a person begging at such a location to 
leave the vicinity in a peaceable and orderly manner.  Section 4 of the Act also gives Gardaí 
powers of arrest without warrant where there is reasonable grounds to believe that offences 
under this legislation have been committed.

In addition to these provisions, Section 247 of the Children Act, 2001 provides for an of-
fence of causing, procuring or allowing children to beg, and Gardaí have powers of arrest under 
section 254 of the 2001 Act where there is reasonable grounds to suspect that such an offence 
has been committed or attempted.

I am informed that Gardaí in Dublin City Centre have been targeting begging at or near cash 
machines and vending machines such as Luas ticketing machines.  High visibility foot patrols 
are conducted in areas of high footfall in conjunction with plain clothes operations which spe-
cifically target begging.

The Deputy will appreciate that the issue of begging is a wider societal problem which 
needs to be tackled through an inter-agency approach rather than depending solely on law 
enforcement.  In this regard, a proactive strategy led by An Garda Síochána involving an inter-
agency partnership approach has been developed.  The objective of this initiative is to develop 
a long-term strategy that will address the issue holistically and not only through the Criminal 
Justice System.

26/03/2013WRU00178Charities Regulation

26/03/2013WRU00187415. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the permit re-
quired for those who wish to collect money for charity; and the entitlements and role given to 
collectors by the permit. [14696/13]

26/03/2013WRU00193Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): All public cash collections 
must be held in accordance with a collection permit granted in respect of that collection under 
the Street and House to House Collections Act 1962.  Under the 1962 Act, a Chief Superinten-
dent may attach to a collection permit granted by him such conditions in relation to the conduct 
of the collection authorised by the permit as are, in his opinion, necessary or desirable for the 
maintenance of public order and the prevention of annoyance to the public, including the oc-
cupants of houses visited by collectors. 
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26/03/2013WRU00195Prison Accommodation

26/03/2013WRU00196416. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of cells 
in each institution; the number that accommodate two, three, four or more prisoners; and the 
current levels of overcrowding within each prison with reference to the safe levels of custody 
on each prison as identified by the Inspector of Prisons; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14699/13]

26/03/2013WRU00199Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy will require some time to collate.  I will forward the information to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

26/03/2013WRU00212Prisoner Numbers

26/03/2013WRU02600417. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of prison-
ers in total and in each institution that are at present in custody; the number required to slop out; 
the number required to use normal toilet facilities in the presence of others; the number that 
are sole occupants of a cell that has a normal flush toilet installed or have access at all times to 
normal private toilet facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14700/13]

26/03/2013WRU00275Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy will require some time to collate. I will forward the information to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

26/03/2013WRU00281Prisoner Numbers

26/03/2013WRU02800418. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pris-
oners, in total and in each institution; the number of prisoners in each prison who have been 
on protection for extended periods of time, that is, longer than one month, three months, six 
months and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14703/13]

26/03/2013WRU00293Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy will require some time to collate. I will forward the information to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

26/03/2013WRU00295Ground Rents Abolition

26/03/2013WRU03100419. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
update regarding ground rents and the abolition of ground rents; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14717/13]

26/03/2013WRU00298Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that section 2 
of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) Act 1978 introduced a prohibition on the creation 
of new leases reserving ground rents on dwellings.  As regards existing ground rents, Part III of 
the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No.2) Act 1978 contains a statutory scheme whereby 
a person may, at reasonable cost, acquire the fee simple in their dwelling.  To date, over 80,000 
applicants have acquired freehold title to their property under this scheme.  In the case of prop-
erty other than dwellings, the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) Act 1967 contains provi-
sions which facilitate acquisition of the fee simple subject to agreed terms or on terms set out in 
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an arbitration carried out by the County Registrar. 

The position regarding ground rents was considered by the All-Party Oireachtas Committee 
on the Constitution in their 2004 Report ‘Private Property’.  The Committee took the view that 
a ground landlord’s ground rent is a form of property right which is constitutionally protected 
and that abolition of such rents would be unconstitutional in the absence of adequate monetary 
compensation.  The Committee also noted that where leases were approaching expiry, any leg-
islation providing for the abolition of ground rents would have to provide for the payment of 
enhanced compensation by the ground tenant.  In light of the foregoing, I have no immediate 
plans to introduce further legislation in this area.  Operation of the existing law will, however, 
be kept under review by my Department.    

26/03/2013WRU00299Court Accommodation Provision

26/03/2013WRU02600420. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when construction 
work will commence on the new Drogheda courthouse; when the courthouse will be open and 
fully operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14742/13]

26/03/2013WRU00300452. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current status of 
the refurbishment and extension of the courthouses in County Cork, Mullingar County West-
meath and County Waterford on an individual basis as announced under the national stimulus 
plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15193/13]

26/03/2013WRU00400453. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current status of 
the new courthouse buildings for Drogheda, Letterkenny, Limerick and Wexford on an indi-
vidual basis as announced under the national stimulus plan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15194/13]

26/03/2013WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 420, 452 and 453 together.

In July 2012 the Government announced a stimulus package which includes seven court-
house projects in Wexford, Mullingar, Waterford, Limerick, Cork, Letterkenny and Drogheda. 

As the Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management 
of the courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility 
of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.  In order to be of as-
sistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me that 
discussions are ongoing with the Office of Public Works and the National Development Finance 
Agency in order to progress the projects.  The projects are to be procured and delivered through 
a Public Private Partnership.

I am informed that in the case of Wexford and Mullingar, design has been completed and 
Part 9 Planning has been obtained. In the case of the other five projects, the Office of Public 
Works is currently working on the designs with a view to undertaking the planning process later 
this year.  It is expected that the PPP procurement process will commence around the end of the 
year.  This time scale would allow construction to commence during 2015 with a view to the 
projects completing during 2016.

26/03/2013WRU00550Garda Transport

26/03/2013WRU00600421. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will allow An 
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Garda Síochána to adopt a leasing policy for transport as is common in police forces across the 
EU; if he will agree that An Garda Síochána has an attrition rate of one patrol car daily across 
the State and that his Department’s fleet replacement policy is flawed in that the recent purchase 
of 250 vehicles will not address the vehicle needs of An Garda Síochána. [14744/13]

26/03/2013WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. 

The Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote and, in that context, I have 
been informed that the option of leasing vehicles has been examined.  However, the Garda au-
thorities have concluded that the current arrangement whereby Garda vehicles are purchased 
through an open tender procedure represents the most efficient use of available resources as, in 
particular, it secures bulk discounts for Force.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the deployment of Garda transport is determined 
on the basis of ongoing analysis and review of the policing needs of each Garda Division to 
ensure that the available resources are utilised to best advantage to meet the operational re-
quirements of the Force.  Garda patrol vehicles are taken out of service for a variety of reasons, 
including as a result of accidents or when the odometer reading reaches the safety limit set by 
the relevant manufacturer.  

As the Deputy will be aware, I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Sío-
chána towards the end of last year, enabling the Force to procure a total of 213 vehicles in 2012.  
This is approximately the same as the total number of vehicles purchased in 2009, 2010 and 
2011 combined under budgets brought in by the previous Government.

In addition, a further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out 
of Garda transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide 
an effective and efficient policing service.     

26/03/2013WRU00750Closed Circuit Television Systems

26/03/2013WRU00800422. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
Garda CCTV system in Ballina, County Mayo will be commissioned; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14760/13]

26/03/2013WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda CCTV systems are 
planned and implemented on the basis of An Garda Síochána’s identified operational require-
ments.  Accordingly, decisions in relation to the introduction or extension of such systems are a 
matter for the Garda Commissioner. 

In that context, I am advised by the Garda authorities that they are currently examining the 
installation of a Garda CCTV system in Ballina.  The Deputy will appreciate that progress in 
relation to this matter will depend upon overall policing requirements and the availability of 
resources.     

26/03/2013WRU00950Garda Deployment

26/03/2013WRU01000423. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
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personnel engaged in providing driver and security services to the members of the Government, 
members of the Judiciary, former Taoisigh or former Government Ministers, including those on 
any reserve panel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14762/13]

26/03/2013WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that there are twenty-six (26) Ministerial Drivers assigned to the Ministe-
rial Pool and Ministerial Relief Pool.

Garda drivers are assigned to An Taoiseach, An Tánaiste, the Minister for Justice, Equality 
and Defence, the Chief Justice and the Director of Public Prosecutions.  Garda drivers may also 
be assigned to former Taoisigh and Presidents on specific State occasions. There are no Garda 
drivers assigned to former Ministers.

The Deputy will appreciate that An Garda Síochána does not comment on matters of secu-
rity, including matters pertaining to the safety, security and welfare of protected persons.

Responsibility for the allocation of personnel rests with the Garda Commissioner in con-
junction with his senior management team.    

26/03/2013WRU01150Garda Deployment

26/03/2013WRU01200424. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has any plans 
to redeploy gardaí to the County Louth area to cover Garda personnel shortages in the county; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14763/13]

26/03/2013WRU01300425. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any assessments 
have been carried out to assess the number of gardaí required to adequately police the County 
Louth area; the findings of that assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14764/13]

26/03/2013WRU01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 424 and 425 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the detailed allocation of resources, including personnel, 
throughout the organisation is the responsibility of the Commissioner.  I have no direct function 
in this matter.  This allocation of resources and the assessment of policing needs in particular 
areas are constantly monitored in the context of crime trends and other operational strategies in 
place on a District, Divisional and Regional level.  The objective at all times is to ensure that 
optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
public.

In relation to the Louth Garda Division, I have been informed by the Garda authorities that 
as of 28 February 2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, the personnel 
strength of the Division was 290.  There was also 45 Garda Reservists and 23 Civilians assigned 
to the Division.

26/03/2013WRU01450Asylum Applications

26/03/2013WRU01500426. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a deci-
sion on subsidiary protection and leave to remain will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14847/13]



Questions - Written Answers

836

26/03/2013WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant.  Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 17th July, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order 
should not be made against him.  In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for sub-
sidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility 
for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned initiated judicial review proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in his case.  The judicial review proceedings were 
struck out on 8th February, 2013 meaning that the earlier decisions of the Refugee Appeals 
Tribunal and the Minister stood.

The person concerned submitted an application for subsidiary protection.  When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for subsidiary protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made.  Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.     

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

26/03/2013WRU01650State Pathologists

26/03/2013WRU01700427. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide an update on the joint capital project between his Department and Dublin City Council 
to construct new permanent accommodation for a city morgue; the reason his Department has 
now opted to progress the stalled development of this project through a public-private partner-
ship; if he has given any consideration to advancing the project through traditional tendering 
and procurement processes; the reasons for his decision; when he expects the project to be fully 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14860/13]

26/03/2013WRU01800450. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current status of 
the State Pathology Laboratory announced under the national stimulus plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15191/13]

26/03/2013WRU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 427 and 450 together.

The project in question envisaged the building of a morgue, sophisticated autopsy facilities, 
secure on-site storage and office accommodation for the Office of the State Pathologist and the 
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Dublin Coroner.  The facility was to be built on a site owned by Dublin City Council in Marino, 
Dublin 3.  A contract was awarded and the project commenced but the building contractor went 
into receivership in late 2010 leaving the build at a very early stage of completion.  Following 
the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure there was insufficient funding available under the 
current capital envelope to finance the original project; nor was there any possibility of State 
funding being made available in the foreseeable future.  As a result, other options to recom-
mence and fund the project were examined including the completion of the build under a Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement.

Consequentially, the project was initially included in the PPP as a mechanism to access 
capital funding to complete the build.  Following the examination of the project in detail under 
the PPP process, it became clear that the PPP was not the most appropriate mechanism for ac-
cessing finance to complete the build given its relatively small scale and the specialised and 
complex nature of the build.  As a consequence the project has been withdrawn from the PPP 
process.

Given the identified deficiencies in the current facilities and accommodation available to 
the Office of the State Pathologist and the Dublin Coroner it is considered essential that action 
must be taken to provide more suitable facilities in the short to medium term.  An alternative 
proposal is therefore being considered which is to utilise the former Whitehall Garda Station as 
a site to provide different and more scaled down facilities.  Compared to a new build this option 
would obviously provide a more limited and less technically sophisticated range of services but 
it would address some of the key concerns while retaining some of the benefits of the shared 
approach.  This proposal is subject to assessment as regards suitability and a full analysis of the 
costs involved.  However, it is believed that this option now presents the best mechanism to ad-
dress the current problems in the shortest time period and at the least cost to the State.  A Project 
Team has been established to develop the proposal and make recommendations in this regard.

26/03/2013WRU01950Residency Permits

26/03/2013WRU02000428. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
applications currently being processed by his Department seeking leave to remain in the State; 
if he will indicate the month and year from which officials are currently processing applica-
tions; if he will provide an update on the application submitted by a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 7; when it is expected that this application will be considered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14874/13]

26/03/2013WRU02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that an application was re-
ceived for permission to remain in the State from the person mentioned on 18 December 2012.  
An examination of this case indicated that this person arrived in Ireland on 17 August 2006 and 
was registered in the State as a Student until 30 November 2012.  There are no undue delays 
in processing cases in this category involving ‘timed-out’ students; in many jurisdictions cases 
involving persons who entered as students and who seek to remain as permanent migrants are 
rejected automatically whereas in others, decisions can take many years to be finalised.  I am 
advised that this case is being assessed on its merits and will be decided upon in the coming 
weeks.

All non-EEA students resident in the State are subject to the student immigration rules set 
out under the “new immigration regime for full time non-EEA students” which was published 
in September 2010 and has been in effect since 1 January 2011.  These rules stipulate that non-
EEA nationals may reside in Ireland as students, subject to the provisions of the new regime, 
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for a maximum period of seven years.  As this person arrived in the State in 2006 he is now 
classified as a timed out Student.

On the matter raised by the Deputy on the numbers seeking leave to remain in the State, for 
the sake of clarity, I should state that there are a number of categories of immigrants who could 
be so classified.  The categories in this respect include cases such as those comprehended by 
the person in the Question - i.e. students and timed-out students.  The number in this category 
is approximately 2,000 and essentially represents the ongoing “work in progress” workload.

Other categories include failed asylum seekers, applicants for subsidiary protection and 
humanitarian leave to remain.  Other immigrants such as those who come here on short-term 
visas and wish to remain for longer periods, persons who have been here unlawfully for lengthy 
periods and who have been detected by the Gardaí as well as those who no longer have lawful 
immigration status make up the remaining caseload.  By definition, this caseload varies over 
time and without engaging in a major detailed exercise, it is not possible to state the numbers 
in these categories.

However, I can say that the entire caseload for the first two months of this year on all aspects 
of immigration, including naturalisation, registrations, EU Treaty Rights, visas, family reunifi-
cation, long-term residency, investor programmes, asylum and related applications, as well as 
general applications for leave to remain and so forth, amounted to in excess of 40,000.

26/03/2013WRU02150Legal Matters

26/03/2013WRU02200429. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide, for the period since the introduction of the new firearms licensing regime, the total fore-
cast to the State of the High Court Judicial Review held before Mr. Justice Hedigan in early 
2012, including both the State’s own legal costs and the legal costs of all 168 applicants for 
which the State accepted liability; the total forecast cost to the State of all appeals to the courts 
against refusal decisions by Gardaí to grant restricted firearms certificates, including the direct 
legal costs of the State and the appellants’ legal costs that where awarded against the State; and 
the total estimated cost of all Gardai time in processing and providing backup to the failed legal 
actions. [14875/13]

26/03/2013WRU02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have asked the Garda Com-
missioner for a report in relation to this matter and will communicate further when this is avail-
able.  

26/03/2013WRU02350Asylum Applications

26/03/2013WRU02400430. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide an update on the application for leave to remain in the State submitted by a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 1; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14879/13]

26/03/2013WRU02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived 
in the State illegally.  As a result, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the 
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), he was notified, by letter dated 15th April, 2008, that the 
then Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the op-
tions, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting 
to the making of a Deportation Order or of making written representations to the then Minister 
setting out the reasons why he should not have a Deportation Order made against him.  Written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 
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The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Ref-
ugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted 
will be considered before a final decision is made.  Once a decision has been made, this deci-
sion, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

26/03/2013WRV00150Legislation on Prostitution

26/03/2013WRV00200431. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
the current review of our prostitution laws to be concluded; when he will be in a position to 
introduce new legislation based on the findings of the review; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14882/13]

26/03/2013WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As part of the review referred 
to by the Deputy, in June 2012, I published a discussion document on the future direction of 
legislation on prostitution.  The purpose of the discussion document is to facilitate a public con-
sultation process.  On its publication, I referred the discussion document to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality.  The joint committee is conducting the consulta-
tion process independently and will report back to me when it has completed its work.

In addition, my Department hosted a conference in October to discuss the consultation pa-
per.

The report of the joint committee and the views expressed at the October conference will 
be fully considered in the framing of any necessary legislative proposals to be submitted to 
Government in due course.

For further background for the Deputy, I am appending the text of my statement of 22 June 
last when publishing the discussion document.

  Shatter Announces Publication of Discussion Document on the Future Direction of Leg-
islation on Prostitution

  The Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence today published a discussion document 
on the future direction of legislation on prostitution. Publication of the discussion document 
follows the Minister’s announcement that he would be arranging a public consultation proc-
ess as part of the current review of prostitution legislation. Announcing publication of the 
discussion document, Minister Shatter said:

  “The criminal law in this area is being reviewed primarily because of the changed 
nature of prostitution in Ireland. Prostitution was once mainly a street-based phenom-
enon. That is no longer the case. The organisation of prostitution is now much more 
sophisticated, highly mobile and is easily facilitated by the use of mobile phones and 
the internet.

There is, of course, already a clear consensus on the great evils of child prostitution and 
trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation. However, I am aware that there are 
differing and genuinely held views on the approach the criminal law should take to 
other aspects of prostitution. While there is a significant amount of criminal legislation 
in this area already, there is always scope for change and improvement. It is important 
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to review the law periodically to ensure it is up to date and comprehensively responds 
to altered circumstances.”   

The Minister added that:   “Prostitution is an issue which affects individuals, communi-
ties and society as a whole. It is important that I facilitate the expression of all views 
on this subject and that those views are examined in due course. Public debate should 
therefore, be open to the widest possible audience and I want to ensure that everyone 
who wishes to make a contribution to this important debate is given the opportunity to 
do so. It is for that reason I have decided on a consultation process before charting the 
way forward.

My Department will hold a conference in the autumn to discuss the document. The wid-
est possible participation will be encouraged in order that we have an open and trans-
parent discussion on all aspects of this very important issue.   

This discussion document will now be referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Justice, Equality and Defence. Interested groups and members of the public, I expect, 
will be invited to make submissions to the Committee which will hold such hearings 
as it deems appropriate. I am asking Mr. David Stanton T.D., Chairman of the Joint 
Committee, that it publish its report and recommendations by the 30th November 
2012 and that the report be furnished to me together with any submissions received. 
I expect it is likely that the Committee’s report will also be lodged in the Oireachtas 
Library and that a debate on it will subsequently take place in both the Dáil and the 
Seanad. The report received by me from the Joint Oireachtas Committee will be fully 
considered in the framing of any necessary new legislative proposals to be submitted to 
Government in due course.   

I look forward to the results of the consultation process.” 
The discussion document is attached below and will be made available on the Depart-

ment’s website, www.justice.ie

This discussion document does not favour any particular approach but simply tries to assist 
reflection. The arguments contained in the document are not exhaustive and the questions 
posed are not intended to limit in any way the range of questions readers might want to con-
sider.22 June, 2012

26/03/2013WRV00350Foreign Conflicts

26/03/2013WRV00400432. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has raised the 
issue of the treatment of Palestinian children by the Israel military justice system in the West 
Bank at his recent meeting with the Israeli Justice Minister designate on his recent visit to that 
country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14942/13]

26/03/2013WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My visits to Lebanon, Israel 
and Palestine were organised in conjunction with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
and in particular with the help and advice of the Irish Embassy in Tel Aviv and the Representa-
tive Office in Ramallah.

In Israel I held meetings relating to my responsibilities as Minister for Defence, and for Jus-
tice and Equality, including sharing experiences on cybercrime and road safety. I met with Irish 
troops serving with UNDOF, the UN monitoring force on the Golan Heights, and was briefed 
on security issues in that area, especially the growing risks flowing from instability in Syria. I 
also engaged in trade promotion activities, attended a business breakfast organised by the IDA 
and the Embassy, and attended the Israel launch of the Ireland-Israel Business Network. I at-
tended Saint Patrick’s Day events held in East Jerusalem and in Tel Aviv.
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In relation to the general Israeli-Palestinian conflict, I received briefings and had a number 
of discussions on the overall political situation. In Israel I met with politicians including the 
outgoing and incoming Ministers for Justice, with Itzhak Herzog the Deputy Leader of the op-
position Labour Party, and others. In the West Bank I met with senior PLO leader Nabil Shaath, 
with the Palestinian Minister for Justice. I was also briefed on the EU’s police training mission 
with the Palestinian police, which Ireland has strongly supported. I also had a breakfast meeting 
in Jerusalem with various NGOs and UN agencies.

My discussions were intended, both as a member of the Government and as a member of 
the Oireachtas with a long standing interest in the conflict, to explore informally the difficul-
ties facing the parties and the peace process, and the prospects for renewed movement towards 
a comprehensive peace. I of course reiterated at all points the Irish Government’s strong and 
consistent support for a two state solution resulting in a sovereign State of Palestine existing 
peacefully alongside a secure Israel. I also stated the Government’s support for the resumption 
of talks between both sides.

The incoming Minister for Justice, Tzipi Livni, was the Foreign Minister during a previous 
serious effort at negotiations with the Palestinians, and is well known for her strong commit-
ment to the peace process. She has been designated to lead the negotiations with the Palestinian 
side for the new Israeli Government. My discussions with her therefore focussed very much on 
this perspective, and were informative and encouraging. I did not raise with her aspects of spe-
cific policies in the military administration of the West Bank. I am aware that these issues have 
however been raised with the Israeli authorities by my colleague the Tánaiste and the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade, both bilaterally and through EU engagement.

26/03/2013WRV00550Road Traffic Offences

26/03/2013WRV00600433. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
requested a monthly breakdown by Garda district of the number of motorists who have been 
breath tested and have not been breath tested after a serious or fatal road collision [14950/13]

26/03/2013WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the compilation of monthly information, by Garda District, relating to the breath 
testing of motorists following a serious or fatal collision, would necessitate a disproportionate 
expenditure of Garda time and resources.

The overall available information was set out in my reply to Question 130 of 7 February, 
2013 as set out below.

  PQ reply to Question 130 on 7 February, 2013.
  As I indicated in my response to the Deputy on 13 January, to be of assistance, I have sought 

and received a full year set of figures for 2012 insofar as the Deputy’s query is concerned.
  I am informed by the Garda authorities that between 1 January, 2012 and 31 December, 

2012, there were 208 drivers recorded as being involved in a fatal collision and 403 in a 
serious injury collision.  The following table illustrates the number of drivers who provided 
a preliminary breath sample at the scene of a fatal or serious injury collision during that 
period.

- Fatal Collision Serious Injury Collision
Total no. drivers 208 403



Questions - Written Answers

842

- Fatal Collision Serious Injury Collision
Total no. drivers provided a 
preliminary breath sample at 
collision scene

 80 144

  I am further informed that analysis of incidents recorded show that 128 drivers involved in 
a fatal collision and 259 drivers involved in a serious injury collision were not tested at the 
roadside for a number of reasons.  The following table sets out the reasons a preliminary 
breath sample was not taken at the roadside at the scene of a fatal or serious injury during 
the period 1 January, 2012 and 31 December, 2012.

Reason preliminary breath 
sample not taken at roadside

Fatal Collision Serious Injury Collision

Driver deceased 74 -
Driver taken to hospital 35 136
Garda opinion - testing not 
required

9 52

Medical grounds 4 36
Insufficient time / Collision 
reported at Garda station

2 5

Serious injury of driver 1 12
Hit and run collision 1 6
Gardaí unable to ascertain 
driver identity

1 0

Sample to be taken at hos-
pital

1 4

Sample to be taken at Garda 
station

0 3

No screening device avail-
able within allowed time (1 
hour)

0 3

Scene of collision not a pub-
lic place

0 1

Collision not investigated at 
scene

0 1

Total no. drivers who  did 
not provide a preliminary 
breath sample at collision 
scene

128 259

   I am advised that in respect of those drivers recorded as being involved in a fatal collision who 
were not tested at the scene of the collision, 14 drivers subsequently provided a blood/urine 
sample at the hospital and 3 drivers subsequently provided a sample at a Garda station.  In 
total, 93 drivers are recorded as being tested either at the roadside, hospital, or Garda station.

  I am also advised that in respect of those drivers recorded as being involved in a serious injury col-
lision that were not tested at the scene of the collision, 48 drivers subsequently provided a blood/
urine sample at the hospital and 10 drivers subsequently provided a sample at a Garda station.  In 
total, 200 drivers were recorded as being tested either at the roadside, hospital or Garda station.
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I am further advised by the Garda authorities that each collision can have a very contrasting set 
of circumstances and the preservation of life is paramount. In that regard, instructions have 
been issued to members of an Garda Síochána emphasising the mandatory requirement to 
breath test drivers at the scene of both fatal and serious injury collisions taking into account 
the particular circumstances arising in incidents of serious injury.  I can also inform the Dep-
uty that my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and I have since received 
assurances from the Garda authorities that every effort is being made to ensure the relevant 
legislative provisions are fully complied with.  These measures include communication with 
all Garda members through a series of instructions and Directives from Garda Headquarters 
as well as Monthly Tactical Assessments by Garda management on the level of compliance.

26/03/2013WRV00750Naturalisation Applications

26/03/2013WRV00800434. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the de-
termination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare, cognisance will be taken of the fact that the applicant made the relevant application 
for renewal of Stamp 4 in good time and for whatever logistical reasons, it was not found pos-
sible for the Immigration Officer to meet with the applicant and progress the application for 
sometime after their request which ultimately results in gaps in the required residency notwith-
standing the fact that they were permanently resident and at work in this jurisdiction for more 
than five years; if the case might therefore be examined with a view to crediting the applicant 
with their full entitlement in respect of their residency; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14973/13]

26/03/2013WRV00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): An application for a certifi-
cate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received in the 
Citizenship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) in July, 2012.

On examination of the application submitted it was determined that the person in question 
did not meet the statutory residency requirements as set out in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956, as amended. The person concerned was informed of this in a letter issued to her 
on 13 July, 2012. There is no appeal in relation in relation to decisions on applications for a 
certificate of naturalisation.  My officials inform me that should she lodge a new application for 
a certificate of naturalisation, the person concerned would now satisfy the residency conditions.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

26/03/2013WRV00950Road Traffic Offences

26/03/2013WRV01000435. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a new 
system has been put in place in terms of cases where a driving licence has not been produced 
in court; the reason there has been a delay in fully enforcing section 63 of the 2010 Act (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14983/13]

26/03/2013WRV01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I previously advised the 
Deputy, the Courts Service has put in place arrangements to ensure that summonses issued 
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since May 2012 include wording to advise persons charged with an offence under the Road 
Traffic Acts to bring their driving licence together with a photocopy of the licence when they 
are attending court.  I am informed that the Courts Service has communicated with the judi-
ciary to facilitate an arrangement that defendants who appear before the court are requested in 
court to produce their driving licence and a copy thereof to the court registrar for the purpose 
of having the driving licence number recorded.  Additionally, Registrars have been requested to 
record whether or not the licence or a copy thereof was produced to the court. Where the driv-
ing licence number is recorded and on conviction the details are provided to the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport. The Deputy will appreciate that the courts are, subject only to the 
Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of their judicial functions and the conduct 
of any court case is a matter for the presiding judge.

In relation to cases where the driving licence number has not been produced, the Service 
has indicated that they are continuing to evaluate the systems introduced to ensure that they are 
fully functional to, in due course,  provide An Garda Síochána with the necessary information 
to initiate the prosecutions.  The Service has stated that work is ongoing in this area and it has, 
as I have already informed the Deputy, undertaken to provide a further update by the end of 
July 2013.

26/03/2013WRV01150Naturalisation Applications

26/03/2013WRV01200436. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application for 
naturalisation will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15073/13]

26/03/2013WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that valid application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in August, 2011.  The application 
is at an advanced stage of processing and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously 
as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

26/03/2013WRV01350Garda Retirements

26/03/2013WRV01400437. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will increase 
the retirement age for members of An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15100/13]

26/03/2013WRV01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Retirement of members of An 
Garda Síochána is governed by statutory provisions which set the mandatory retirement age for 
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all members at 60 years of age. I have no plans to extend that age at this time. 

26/03/2013WRV01550Garda Equipment

26/03/2013WRV01600438. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will allocate 
funding for the purchase of additional vehicles for the Garda Traffic Corps later this year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15101/13]

26/03/2013WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The financial provision in the 
Garda budget for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in 2013 is €5 million.  The fund-
ing will enable An Garda Síochána to obtain and fit out a significant number of new vehicles 
and it is a matter which is under active consideration by the Garda authorities.  At this stage, 
however, the specific details involved have yet to be finalised but the Deputy can be assured that 
the vehicles will be deployed as effectively as possible in line with operational circumstances, 
including the requirements of the Traffic Corps.

The allocation of the €5 million represents a very considerable financial investment in Gar-
da transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide 
an effective and efficient policing service.

Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, I made an additional €3 million available to An 
Garda Síochána towards the end of last year, enabling the Force to procure a total of 213 ve-
hicles in 2012.  In this context I understand that over 170 vehicles are in the process of being 
rolled out across the country, on the basis of a detailed analysis of the operational commitments 
of the Force.

26/03/2013WRV01725Naturalisation Applications

26/03/2013WRV01800439. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the purpose 
for which a variable fee is charged for citizenship under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Regulations 2011; the amount raised per year from these fees; and the way these funds are used. 
[15107/13]

26/03/2013WRV01900440. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason foreign 
nationals living in Ireland, who are eligible for Irish citizenship through the naturalisation pro-
cess, may pay up to €1,125 in fees to avail of this process; the breakdown of the costs incurred 
by his Department in facilitating a naturalisation request per person; his plans to reduce the fees 
paid by foreign nationals living here who want to become Irish citizens through naturalisation. 
[15108/13]

26/03/2013WRV02000443. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the purpose 
for which a variable fee is charged for citizenship under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Regulations 2011; the amount raised per year from these fees and the way these funds are used. 
[15116/13]

26/03/2013WRV02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 439, 440 and 443 together.

The prescribed certification fees to be paid by applicants on the issue of a certificate of natu-
ralisation were last increased by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship (Fees) Regulations 2008, 
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which came into effect on 1st August 2008. The fee increases introduced at that time merely 
brought the amounts in line with inflation since the previous increase in 1993. The standard 
certification fee is €950 while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an application made 
on behalf of a minor or in certain circumstances when the application is made by a widow, wid-
ower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen. In the case of refugees and stateless persons 
no certification fee is charged.  I consider it appropriate that the fee is reduced or eliminated for 
these categories of applicants.

In November 2011, I signed into law Statutory Instrument 569/11, which introduced an ap-
plication fee of €175 for new applications for a certificate of naturalisation.  Managing and deal-
ing with incomplete applications consumes scarce processing resources and the application fee 
is designed to recoup some of the costs associated with the application process.  The application 
fee is also intended to help cover costs associated with the processing of unsuccessful applica-
tions that often consume more processing time and resources than successful applications, but 
which previously attracted no fee.

The costs incurred in facilitating each naturalisation request are very complex as multiple 
external agencies, such as the Gardaí, and divisions within my Department provide services at 
various times to the Citizenship Division. The fees are therefore designed to reflect the effort 
and cost involved in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation. These costs can-
not be readily identified without engaging in a major and time consuming exercise which I do 
not believe would be warranted at a time of shrinking resources.

Efforts to eliminate the backlog of applications, including allocation of additional resources 
to this work both within the Department and in external agencies, have been very successful and 
has resulted in an increase in fee revenue, with some €17 million being lodged to the Exchequer 
in 2012.

As the Deputy will be aware I have introduced formal citizenship ceremonies at no extra 
cost to applicants. These have been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies 
provide a sense of occasion that serves to underscore the importance to both the State and the 
applicant of the granting of Irish citizenship.  I have no plans to alter either the application or 
certification fee at this time.

26/03/2013WRV02150Asylum Applications

26/03/2013WRV02200441. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who has been living 
here for the past three years and has completed their Leaving Certificate; if he will set out the 
procedure to be followed to regularise their position notwithstanding that they have been re-
fused residency status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15110/13]

26/03/2013WRV02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 21st July, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to make a 
Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 work-
ing days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or 
of making written representations to the then Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply 
for subsidiary protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006. Written representations have been submitted by and 
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on behalf of the person concerned.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Ref-
ugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted 
will be considered before a final decision is made.  Once a decision has been made, this deci-
sion, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

26/03/2013WRV02350Garda Vetting of Personnel

26/03/2013WRV02400442. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the slow processing of Garda vetting applications for community and voluntary 
organisations; if measures have been put in place to speed up the process; if applications for 
clearance of persons who have been previously Garda vetted can be turned around in a quicker 
time frame; if measures have been put in place to enable applicants to be cleared for all groups 
in a specific time period rather than apply to be vetted for each organisation; the measures he is 
taking to clear the current three month backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15111/13]

26/03/2013WRV02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland, regis-
tered with the Unit, which employ personnel to work in a full-time, part time, voluntary or 
student capacity with children and / or vulnerable adults. The Unit processed approximately 
328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012.

The current average processing time for applications is approximately 12 weeks from date 
of receipt. However, seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on 
particular applications can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.

In order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Garda Vetting, stan-
dard processing procedures are such that applications are processed in chronological order, 
from the date of receipt at the Central Vetting Unit.  All organisations registered for Garda 
Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been 
advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection process.

I should emphasise that the certificate is a disclosure to the requesting, registered organisa-
tion of the position at the time when it is issued. Each time a new vetting application is received, 
new and full vetting checks are conducted. This is to ensure that the most recent data available 
is taken into account. The non-transferability and contemporaneous nature of the certificate pro-
tects against the risk of fraud or forgery and is a guarantee of the integrity of the vetting system. 
The primary purpose of the vetting process is the protection of children and vulnerable adults.  
This must remain so.

It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining 
the overall integrity of the vetting system. In that regard, following recent discussions with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, sanction was recently granted for an additional 
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25 staff to be re-deployed from the Department of Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit 
in the near future.

The Deputy may wish to note that Garda Central Vetting Unit will become the National 
Vetting Bureau under the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable 
Persons) Act 2012 and will have a substantially expanded role under that legislation. I am cur-
rently engaged with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
in addressing the staffing issues relevant to the coming into force of the 2012 Act.

Question No. 443 answered with Question No. 439.

26/03/2013WRV02650Prisoner Transfers

26/03/2013WRV02700444. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the ar-
rangements in place to deal with Irish citizens who are sentenced to terms of imprisonment 
in Britain and repatriated to serve their sentence here with regard to the issue of remission; if 
prisoners avail of the remission arrangements in place in Britain at the time of their sentence 
or the remission arrangements here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15167/13]

26/03/2013WRV02800445. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there 
has been any change in policy regarding remission for prisoners repatriated to Irish jails from 
prisons in Britain or other countries since he took office; if prisoners end up serving longer 
sentences here than would have been the case had they not been repatriated as a result of Irish 
policy on remission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15168/13]

26/03/2013WRV02900446. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of prisoners that have been repatriated to Irish prisons from abroad in each year since 2000; 
if he will provide a breakdown of the country from which the prisoners were repatriated in each 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15169/13]

26/03/2013WRV03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 444 to 446, inclusive, together.

I can advise the Deputy that the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Acts, 1995 and 1997 pro-
vide a mechanism whereby non-nationals serving  sentences in Ireland may apply to serve the 
remainder of their sentences in their own countries and, similarly, Irish persons who are impris-
oned overseas may apply to serve the remainder of their sentences in Ireland.  Such transfers 
may be facilitated where the other country has ratified the Council of Europe Convention on the 
Transfer of Sentenced Persons.

Transfer requests under the Convention are normally made by a prisoner through the gov-
ernor of the prison in which he or she is detained.  I decide on all such requests following the 
collation of a number of reports from various agencies setting out the consequences of such a 
transfer.  The consent of all three parties in the process is required prior to any transfer, i.e. the 
sentencing state, the receiving state and the sentenced person.

Prisoners avail of the remission rate applicable in the country into which they are transfer-
ring. For prisoners transferring from Britain to the Republic of Ireland the Irish remission rate 
will be applied to the portion of their sentence which is outstanding.

I can confirm to the Deputy that there has been no change since I took office in the policy 
regarding remission for prisoner repatriated to Irish jails from prisons in Britain or other coun-
tries. It is possible that prisoners transferring to Ireland would serve longer sentences as the 
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Irish remission rate is 25% and in Britain it is 50%. 

  The figures on the number of prisoners who have repatriated to Ireland from abroad is set out 
in the following table.

- 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total
UK 11 4 8 8 5 5 13 6 4 1 - - 3 68
USA - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1
Pan-
ama

- - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1

Spain - - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - 3
Japan - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
North-
ern 
Ireland

- - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1

Italy - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1
Total 11 4 8 8 7 5 14 8 5 2 0 1 3 76

26/03/2013WRV03050Garda Vetting of Personnel

26/03/2013WRV03100447. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has re-
ceived correspondence from a company (details supplied) in relation to difficulties when seek-
ing Garda vetting for prospective employees; if the matter will be resolved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15173/13]

26/03/2013WRV03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department did indeed receive correspondence from the company concerned. The mat-
ters raised in the correspondence were addressed in a reply issued to the company on 22nd 
March 2013.

In relation to vetting matters in general the Deputy will be aware that the Garda Central Vet-
ting Unit provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland, reg-
istered with the Unit for this purpose, which employ personnel to work in a full-time, part time, 
voluntary or student capacity with children and / or vulnerable adults. T  he Unit processed 
approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 2012.

In order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all applicants for Garda Vetting, stan-
dard processing procedures are such that applications are processed in chronological order, 
from the date of receipt at the Central Vetting Unit.  All organisations registered for Garda 
Vetting are aware of the processing time-frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been 
advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection process.

It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining the 
overall integrity of the vetting system. In that regard, following discussions with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, sanction was recently granted for an additional 25 
staff to be re-deployed from the Department of Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit in 
the near future, which should have a positive impact on processing times.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Garda Central Vetting Unit will become the Na-
tional Vetting Bureau under the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Act 2012 and will have a substantially expanded role under that legislation. I 
am currently engaged with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in addressing the staffing issues relevant to the coming into force of the 2012 Act.
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          Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 409.

26/03/2013WRW00350Prisoner Numbers

26/03/2013WRW00400449. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will confirm 
the number of prisoners who have sought or been provided with medical attention at Wheatfield 
Prison, Cloverhill Road, Dublin following assaults or suspected assaults in each of January, 
February and March 2013 together with the current total number of prisoners at the facility; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15185/13]

26/03/2013WRW00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that for the year to date 19 prisoners have sought or have been provided with medical atten-
tion following assaults or alleged assaults.  The Irish Prison Service has in place a Standard 
Operating Procedure for dealing with prisoners who allege injury by assault.  Any prisoner who 
reports an assault or alleged assault is seen by a member of the Healthcare team as soon as pos-
sible after the incident and receives appropriate medical treatment.

A total of 709 prisoners were in custody in Wheatfield Prison on 25 March 2013.

  Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 427.

26/03/2013WRW00750Garda Divisional Headquarters

26/03/2013WRW00800451. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current status of 
the new Garda divisional headquarters announced under the national stimulus plan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15192/13]

26/03/2013WRW00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The provision of three new 
Garda Divisional Headquarters for the Kevin Street, Galway and Wexford Divisions was in-
cluded in the special Government stimulus package announced in July 2012.  It is intended that 
these projects will be delivered by means of a Public Private Partnership and discussions are 
taking place between the relevant agencies regarding the action to be undertaken in the light of 
the Government announcement.

As the arrangements to be put in place for Public Private Partnerships are complex, it is not 
possible at this stage to indicate when the projects will be completed.  However, I can  assure 
the Deputy that they are being treated as a priority.

  Questions Nos. 452 and 453 answered with Question No. 420.

26/03/2013WRW01250Equality Tribunal Cases

26/03/2013WRW01400454. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of and settlements made in cases taken to the Equality Tribunal by citizens under the Equal 
Status Acts in the context of their exclusion from access to the mobility allowance and moto-
rised transport grant schemes; when said settlements were reached; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15205/13]

26/03/2013WRW01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Equality Tribunal is a 
statutory independent office and I have no function in relation to individual cases.
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The Equality Tribunal informs me that it does not compile statistical data on the details of 
individual complaints unless the case goes to hearing and a decision is issued. The Tribunal 
therefore does not have the information to hand on the number of cases lodged, withdrawn or 
settled in relation to access to mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes.  The 
Tribunal informs me that five decisions have been issued in cases concerning these schemes.
The decisions in relation to mobility allowance are: 

A Complainant v HSE (South) [DEC-S-2009-011]; and Quigley v HSE [DEC-S-2009-012].  
The decisions in relation to the Disabled Drivers (Tax Concessions) Regulations are James 
McClean v Revenue Commissioners [DEC-S-2004-016]; Dowd v Dr Paula Gilvarry and the 
HSE (West) [DEC-S-2011-060]; and  Dowd v Minister of Finance [DEC-S-2011-061].  These 
decisions are published and can be accessed on The Equality Tribunal website www.equality-
tribunal.ie

26/03/2013WRW01550Restorative Justice

26/03/2013WRW01600455. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality with reference to 
the report of the National Commission on Restorative Justice published June 2009, the progress 
that has been made in implementing its recommendations; his plans regarding future implemen-
tation of the findings of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15284/13]

26/03/2013WRW01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Report from the National 
Commission on Restorative Justice highlighted the benefits of a restorative justice approach to 
criminal behaviour and found that its implementation on a nationwide basis would make a posi-
tive contribution to the lives of all citizens, victims, offenders and their families.

The Probation Service, in partnership with community based organisations and its statutory 
partners, currently delivers a number of restorative justice programmes and interventions. 

Extending the range of restorative justice schemes is a strategic priority for the Probation 
Service.  In 2012, the Restorative Justice Service based in Tallaght was extended to the Crimi-
nal Courts of Justice and to the Courts in South County Dublin while the Nenagh Community 
Reparation Project was extended to the Courts in North Tipperary.  A restorative justice project 
focussing on young offenders has also been developed in partnership with the voluntary and 
community sector in Limerick.

The Probation Service is now in the process of finalising an integrated Restorative Justice 
Strategy.  This strategy will set out a series of actions which the Service will drive forward, in 
collaboration with its partners,  to bring about greater availability and integration of restorative 
practices at various stages of the criminal justice process.

For my part, my focus is to develop, to the greatest extent possible, the range of non-cus-
todial options available to the courts.   I believe restorative justice has a place in that range of 
options and it is my intention to build on the progress being made.

26/03/2013WRW01750Departmental Agencies Issues

26/03/2013WRW01800456. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of examin-
ers employed at the Property Registration Authority for each of the past five years. [15320/13]

26/03/2013WRW01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Examiners of Titles and Chief 
Examiners of Titles are both legally qualified senior professional grades, whose main function 
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is to examine titles presented for first registration and to undertake legally complex casework 
involving examining unregistered rights and interests. The Chief Examiner of Titles is the re-
porting grade for Examiner of Titles. In addition to this line management role,  Chief Examiners 
are authorised, under Section 22(7) of the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, to make 
rulings and orders on behalf of the Chief Executive of the Property Registration Authority. Rul-
ings and orders are decisions, relating to applications made to the Authority for registration or 
other services, set down in a legally formal manner, which in appropriate circumstances may 
be appealed to the Court.

The number of Chief Examiners of Titles and Examiners of Titles employed by the Property 
Registration Authority in the past five years and to date in 2013 are set out in the following 
table:

Chief Examiner of Titles

Year  Number
2008 7
2009 5
2010 4
2011 4
2012 3
2013 (end Feb) 3
Examiner of Titles

Year Number
2008 5
2009 5
2010 5
2011 5
2012 5
2013 (end Feb) 5

26/03/2013WRW01950Property Registration Authority Applications

26/03/2013WRW02000457. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average waiting time 
for the Property Registration Authority to register a straight forward right of way over lands 
from the date of a valid application. [15321/13]

26/03/2013WRW02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A “straightforward right of 
way” case could be defined as one based on a separate Deed of Grant by a registered owner and 
would not include a right of way case reserved or granted in a Deed of Transfer or claimed by 
prescription. I am advised by the Property Registration Authority that the length of time taken 
to complete registration of rights of way not requiring query can vary depending on a number of 
factors. These include the complexity of the case, mapping requirements, the level of resources 
available at any particular time and the volume of business being transacted. Some right of way 
cases have to be associated with other pending cases which also require mapping. Of the right 
of way cases lodged from January to March 2012, 12% were completed within 1 month, 32% 
were completed within 6 months and 80% were completed within 15 months.
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26/03/2013WRW02150Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRW02200458. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill in non-
commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15968/13]

26/03/2013WRW02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I assume the Deputy is seeking 
details in respect of those agencies which are not staffed by staff of my Department. The details 
requested by the Deputy in respect of those agencies under the aegis of my Department are set 
out in the following table:

Name of Agency Gross* annual savings if pay capped at 
€100,000

National Disability Authority  €446
Irish Human Rights Commission   Nil
Courts Service €1,436,626
Legal Aid Board €49,890
Property Registration Authority €69,428
Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission €199,226
*  Net savings to the Exchequer would be significantly lower.

26/03/2013WRW02350Middle East Peace Process

26/03/2013WRW02400459. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide further details 
on his recent visit to Israel, Lebanon and Palestine; if he discussed the peace process with the 
various Governments; if the issue of the continued building of Israeli settlements was discussed 
with the Israeli Government; and if he discussed or negotiated new arms deals with the Israeli 
Government. [15160/13]

26/03/2013WRW02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): During the period 9 to 15 March 2013, I 
visited Lebanon, Israel and Palestine.  My visit to Lebanon afforded me an opportunity to see, 
at first hand, the dedication and professionalism of military personnel and the tremendous work 
done overseas by the Irish Defence Forces personnel serving as part of a joint Irish/Finnish 
battalion with the United Nations Interim force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in south Lebanon. I con-
veyed to the troops our deep appreciation for the outstanding manner in which they continue to 
perform their duties on overseas service. The visit to the troops was part of a comprehensive St 
Patrick’s Day programme in the Middle East.     During my visit to the Irish/Finnish battalion’s 
area of operations, I received briefings on the current situation in the region and met with the 
UNIFIL Force Commander, General Paolo Serra of Italy. I also laid a wreath at the Memorial in 
Tibnin to the forty-seven members of the Defence Forces who died in Lebanon in the cause of 
peace.  I also met with the Lebanese Minister for Defence, Mr. Fayez Ghosn and we discussed 
the current security and political situation and the challenges being faced by Lebanon and how 
their efforts can be supported by Ireland and the international community.  I also discussed with 
him the current conflict in Syria and the refugee crisis, and in particular the number of Syrian 
refugees in the Lebanon and the supports required by Lebanon from the EU.

In Israel, I visited the Golan Heights and I met with Irish Defence Forces personnel who are 
serving with the UN Truce Supervision Organisation as unarmed Military Observers in support 
of UNDOF, the UN monitoring force on the Golan Heights, and the Head of Mission and Force 
Commander of UNDOF, Major General Iqbal Singh Singha of India.  I was briefed on security 
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issues in that area, especially the growing risks flowing from instability in Syria and the impact 
of the refugee crisis in the region. While in Israel, I also engaged in trade promotion activities, 
attended a business breakfast organised by the IDA and the Embassy, and attended the Israel 
launch of the Ireland-Israel Business Network. I attended the 45th anniversary celebration of 
the Ireland Israel Friendship League where I met with many of the Irish diaspora in Israel and 
also the Saint Patrick’s Day events held in Jerusalem and in Tel Aviv.  In the course of my visit 
I also attended an Ireland/Israel seminar on road safety where the experiences of the relevant 
authorities in both States were shared and options for continued engagement in improving road 
safety were explored.  I also received a briefing on ongoing developments in the use of un-
manned aerial systems for security surveillance purposes.  The Defence Forces already use such 
systems in peacekeeping operations.  

In relation to the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, I received briefings and had a number 
of discussions on the overall political situation, with a number of politicians including both the 
outgoing and incoming Ministers for Justice in Israel, Yaakov Neeman and Tzipi Livni respec-
tively.  While visiting Ramallah in the West Bank, I met with Nabil Shaath, a senior Palestin-
ian official and negotiator, with the Minister for Justice of the Palestinian Authority, Mr Ali 
Muhanna and with NGOs and UN agencies operating on the ground.  I was also briefed by Mr 
Kenneth Deane Head of mission of EUPOL COPPS, the EU’s police training mission with the 
Palestinian police, which Ireland has strongly supported.  

In the course of my visit, I was very much in listening mode, while also indicating that Ire-
land would do whatever it could to help and support the peace process.  My discussions were 
intended, both as a member of the Government and with a long standing interest in the region, 
to hear about the difficulties facing the parties and the peace process, and the prospects for re-
newed movement towards a comprehensive peace.  I of course reiterated at all points the Irish 
Government’s strong and consistent support for a two State solution resulting in a sovereign 
State of Palestine existing peacefully alongside a secure Israel and Ireland’s support for the 
recommencement of discussions in respect of the peace process.  

Throughout my visit to the Middle East, I also promoted economic cooperation, high-tech 
research and innovation, bilateral trade links and tourism. 

No discussions were conducted with the Israeli Government relating to the purchase of de-
fensive equipment by the Department of Defence.

26/03/2013WRW02550Pension Provisions

26/03/2013WRW02600460. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Defence the reason an army pension 
has been reduced in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15342/13]

26/03/2013WRW02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under the pre-April 2004 Defence Forces 
Pension Schemes, the minimum service required for an immediate pension and lump sum in 
the case of NCOs and Privates is 21 years, regardless of age. Maximum benefits accrue after 31 
years.  The 21-year pension consists of the following elements: (a) a basic flat-rate pension that 
varies according to rank (Sergeant in the case of the person referred to); plus (b) an addition in 
respect of military service allowance (MSA) equal to 40% of the MSA rate where discharged 
since August 1990; and ( c) if applicable, fixed % additions in respect of certain other qualifying 
payments (e.g. 3% extra for Technician Pay in this case). 

All of the above elements are payable for the person’s lifetime.  However, an ‘additional in-
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crement’ is also payable at a flat rate for each year of service in excess of 21 years up to a maxi-
mum of 31 years. This increment is increased, where appropriate, by the top-up at (c). Where 
maximum pensionable service is 31 or more years, as applied in this instance, the MSA top-up 
is 50% of the rate of MSA (rather than 40%). However, the additional increment ceases to be 
payable when the pensioner reaches the qualifying age of 66 under the Social Welfare code for 
a State Pension Contributory, or if they become entitled to a Retirement Pension Contributory 
at the earlier age of 65. At the same time, the 50% MSA top-up reverts to the 40% rate. When 
the person referred to retired from the Defence Forces on 7 October 2002 (at the prescribed 
age of 60), he had accrued the maximum pensionable service of 31 years.  On that basis, his 
military pension included the additional increment for 31 years’ service and the correspond-
ing MSA top-up. He reached the age of 66 years on 7 October 2008, the qualifying age for the 
State Pension Contributory. In accordance with the arrangements mentioned, these additional 
elements of his Defence Forces pension ceased to be payable from that date.   I am advised that 
these arrangements are in accordance with the long established principle of integrating occu-
pational pensions with Social Insurance benefits of employees who are in full PRSI class.  This 
includes NCOs and Privates, who are fully insured for the range of benefits under the Social 
Welfare Acts such as the State Pension. ‘Integration’ means that a person’s entitlement to Social 
Insurance benefits such as the State Pension is taken into account when calculating the rate of 
occupational pension payable. The State Pension etc. is regarded as part of the overall pension 
package payable to the individual. The integration principle applies right across the public ser-
vice and, indeed, in many areas of the private sector as well as in other countries.   However, the 
method of integration for military pensioners such as the person referred to is considerably less 
severe than in other areas of the public service. The maximum personal rate of State Pension is 
currently €230.30 a week (if under age 80). This is considerably greater than any reduction that 
could arise under the pre-April 2004 Defence Forces’ pension arrangements on qualification for 
the State Pension.

The general issue of integration of occupational pensions in the public service was examined 
by the Commission on Public Service Pensions.   Its final report, published in November 2000, 
was considered and broadly accepted by Government. The Commission accepted that integra-
tion is a fundamental component in the public service pension framework and was strongly of 
the view that it should be continued. It did not make any recommendations that would affect 
the current integration arrangements applicable to retired NCOs and Privates covered by the 
pre-April 2004 pensions schemes.

26/03/2013WRW02750Overseas Missions

26/03/2013WRW02800461. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the reason Ireland is spend-
ing €632,000 of taxpayers’ money on an E.U. military training mission in Mali; if this is a 
breach of our neutrality status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15352/13]

26/03/2013WRW02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion 2071 (2012) calls on the EU to provide assistance, expertise, training and capacity-building 
support to the Armed and Security Forces of Mali in order to restore the authority of the State 
of Mali over its entire national territory. In this context, the Foreign Affairs Council of the Eu-
ropean Union established a military mission, EUTM Mali, which will provide military training 
and advice to the Malian Armed Forces.  On 26 February 2013 the Government decided to 
deploy approximately eight members of the Permanent Defence Force for service with the EU 
Training Mission in Mali (EUTM Mali), as part of a joint infantry training team with the United 
Kingdom Armed Forces, to provide military training and advice to the Malian Armed Forces. 
The objective of the mission will be to improve the capacity of the Malian Armed Forces to 
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maintain security in Mali and restore the authority of the Malian Government and the territorial 
integrity of the Malian State.  Alongside standard infantry training, training will also be pro-
vided in international humanitarian law, the protection of civilians and human rights.

All EU Member States, irrespective of participation, are obliged to contribute to the com-
mon costs of the mission, unless they specifically opt out of doing so at Council.  All troop 
contributors to the new mission will be responsible for their own costs. The estimated cost to 
the Defence Vote of deploying and sustaining eight personnel with EUTM Mali will amount 
to approximately €632,000 for the duration of the mission’s mandate of 15 months. This figure 
includes Ireland’s contribution of €120,000 to the common costs of the mission.

The EU Training Mission is being deployed under UN Security Council Resolution 2071, in 
a country which is deeply divided along ethnic lines, to assist in building an army which is able 
and ready and to defend all the people of Mali, regardless of origin and identity.  The training 
mission in an integral part of the EU’s comprehensive approach to Mali and the Sahel region 
of Africa which includes humanitarian support, development assistance and supports to the UN 
backed African force, AFISMA, in Mali.

Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRW03000462. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide in 
tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill in non-commercial 
State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15965/13]

26/03/2013WRW03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are no commercial semi State agen-
cies under the aegis of my Department.    The only body under the aegis of my Department is the 
Army Pensions Board.  None of the staff employed are on salary scales which exceed €100,000, 
and therefore the question of a maximum salary cap of €100,000 does not arise.

26/03/2013WRW03150Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRW03200463. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding Common Agricultural Policy negotiations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15064/13]

26/03/2013WRW03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Considerable 
progress has been made over the last number of weeks in the negotiations on the reform of the 
CAP. As a first step, the European Parliament’s Agriculture and Rural Development Committee 
adopted an initial position on the CAP reform package at the end of January. Further momen-
tum was generated in early February when the clarity that had been awaited from the negotia-
tions on the EU budget was delivered by the agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Frame-
work at the European Council. Two weeks ago, the European Parliament finalised its position 
on the CAP reform package. And last week the Council of Agriculture Ministers successfully 
adopted - by a strong qualified majority - its General Approach on CAP Reform. The latter in 
particular marked a considerable achievement, taking place as it did against a background of 
lengthy, intensive negotiations with my Member State colleagues across a range of complex 
and sensitive issues. 

The achievement of the Council General Approach is a vitally important development. It 
means that all three institutions are now ready to move on to the final, so-called ‘trilogue’, stage 
of the negotiation process, where the Irish Presidency will represent the Council in discussions 
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with the European Parliament and with the Commission. It also means that the overall target 
of an inter-institutional political agreement by the end of June remains very much on schedule.  

I am very hopeful that all participants across all three institutions will maintain their focus 
and redouble their efforts so that, together, we can bring the reform negotiations to a conclusion 
by the end of June.

26/03/2013WRW03350Common Agricultural Policy Reform

26/03/2013WRW03400464. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if, with regard to the Commom Agricultural Policy, he will continue with the current 
payments regime or if he will alter it to reflect the flattening of payments as proposed by the 
EU Commissioner for Agriculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15363/13]

26/03/2013WRW03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I intend nei-
ther to continue with the current direct payments regime nor to move to the type of national or 
regional flat-rate system proposed by the Commission, but rather to implement a limited redis-
tribution of payments that will result in a fairer, more balanced system. 

I think we in Ireland can all agree that we should move away from payments based entirely 
on out-of-date historic entitlements, which severely disadvantage some farmers. However, I 
believe we should do so in a way that does not result in unacceptably large transfers from our 
most productive farmers. The Commission’s proposal would have the latter effect. The Deputy 
is no doubt aware of the analysis carried out by my Department based on our 2010 payments 
database, which shows that, under the Commission’s proposal, €280 million would be trans-
ferred between Irish farmers, with 70,000 gaining by an average of 75% and 54,000 losing by 
an average of 32%. I believe this is unsustainable, and would jeopardise the development of the 
agri-food sector as foreseen under the Food Harvest 2020 strategy.

This is why I have consistently argued for an alternative, more measured, approach that ac-
knowledges the need to move from historic references while not going as far or as fast as envis-
aged by the Commission. Last year I proposed a partial convergence model which would result 
in the transfer of €74 million between Irish farmers, with 60,000 gaining by an average of 25% 
and 53,000 losing by an average of 8%. This is the minimum transfer generated by the partial 
convergence model – Member States would have the flexibility to go further if they wished. I 
worked very hard to persuade my Member State colleagues that this alternative model should 
be incorporated into the Commission’s proposals on direct payments, and was successful in 
building a strong alliance to this effect. 

Although this is a highly sensitive issue for all Member States, I am very pleased that last 
week’s Council of Agriculture Ministers endorsed this approach and agreed to include the Irish 
model in the options available for the distribution of direct payments. This enhances the pros-
pect of a more reasonable level of transfers of payments between farmers than would be the 
case under the Commission’s flat-rate proposal. 

Of course, this issue still has to be negotiated further, and the reality is that the final outcome 
will be somewhere between the Commission proposal and the Irish proposal. However, the im-
portant point is that the Irish model is at the centre of the negotiations, and I will be working to 
ensure that the final outcome is as close as possible to this model.

26/03/2013WRX00150Common Fisheries Policy Negotiations

26/03/2013WRX00200465. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will report on the recent agreement on EU level on fish discards; if he will confirm 
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that up to 7% of all fish caught may be discarded, after a phase-in period that allows for 9% for 
two years and then 8% for two more years; if he will also report on the upcoming negotiations 
between the European Council and the EU Parliament on the basic regulation of the Common 
Fisheries Policy and in particular the proposed policy on discards; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14725/13]

26/03/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the Coun-
cil of Fisheries meeting on 26th of February, following a long and challenging set of nego-
tiations, I successfully brokered the political agreement of the EU Fisheries Council for the 
introduction of a Europe wide discards ban.  The Council general approach allows for  some 
practical measures that will support the effective implementation of the discards ban.  In rela-
tion to de-minimis, it provides that the de-minimis exemption shall apply in  specific situations 
such as: i) where scientific evidence indicates that increases in selectivity are very difficult to 
achieve; or ii) to avoid disproportionate costs of handling unwanted catches, for those fishing 
gears where unwanted catches per fishing gear do not represent more than a certain percentage, 
to be established in the plan, of total annual catch of that gear.

This exemption shall not exceed a total of 7% of the total annual catches of the species 
concerned. But for a transitional period of four years the percentage of the total annual catches 
referred to under de-minimis shall increase: (i) by two per cent (to 9%) in the first two years 
of application of the landing obligation; and (ii) by one per cent(to 8%) in the subsequent two 
years.  The European Parliaments position which is set down in its First Reading  (6 February 
2013) does not provide for a de-minimis option.  A first round of trilogues with Parliament  and 
the European Commission  took place on the Basic Regulation on the 19th of March. As Presi-
dency, we  have in place a schedule of further trilogues planned over the coming weeks with the 
aim of having political agreement by the end of June.

26/03/2013WRX00350Common Fisheries Policy Reform

26/03/2013WRX00400466. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will report on the European Maritime Fisheries Fund; if he will outline the measures 
available to support Irish fishermen through this programme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14726/13]

26/03/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
mission published its proposals for a new financial instrument for the period 2014 – 2020, the 
European Maritime & Fisheries Fund, in December 2011.  The fund will help to deliver the 
ambitious objectives of the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy and will assist fishermen in 
the transition towards sustainable fishing, as well as coastal communities in the diversification 
of their economies.  

At the October 2012 Fisheries Council, the Cyprus Presidency secured agreement on a “par-
tial” general approach on the financial instrument.  The PECHE Committee of the EU Parlia-
ment is currently examining the Commission proposal and expects to adopt its position by the 
end of May.  All the proposals are subject to negotiation and adoption through the co-decision 
process involving both the EU Fisheries Council and the EU Parliament.  In light of the Parlia-
ments timetable,  it is now expected that trilogues with the Parliament and Commission will fall 
into the Lithuanian Presidency.

The new European Maritime and Fisheries Fund will be structured around 4 pillars, a) 
Smart, Green Fisheries, b) Smart, Green Aquaculture, c) Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial 
Development and d) Integrated Maritime Policy.
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Of key importance to Ireland is a reasonable and fair share of the EMFF funding available. 
Ireland is supportive of the proposal in relation to the provision of funding for aquaculture, 
seafood processing, measures that support job creation and the rebuilding and conservation of 
stocks, including the implementation of the discards ban.  Ireland welcomes the new elements 
proposed in the partial general approach including giving Member States the option of funding 
restructuring/decommissioning of the fishing fleet, engine replacement in limited circumstanc-
es and support for young fishermen.

26/03/2013WRX00550Sheep Technology Adoption Programme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRX00600467. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider allowing all sheep farmers on offshore islands to join the sheep technology 
adoption programme scheme irrespective of the amount of breeding stock they have, due to the 
marginal and exposed location of the farm. [14743/13]

26/03/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The sheep 
sector is a key part of the Agrifood sector, especially in marginal land areas and there is huge 
scope to improve farm incomes through focusing on issues such as grassland management, fi-
nancial management, breeding, health and welfare and environmental efficiency.

The Sheep Technology Adoption Programme (STAP) is intended to provide participants 
with the knowledge and the skills necessary to improve on-farm technical efficiency in a num-
ber of key areas.

I am aware of the difficulties faced by sheep farmers on offshore islands. However fund-
ing for the STAP is capped at €3 million for 2013.  The Programme was conceived to cater for 
approximately 3,000 participants with a maximum annual payment of €1,000 per participant. 
As approximately 4,900 applications have been received for 2013 under the STAP, based on 
the qualifying criteria applicable for established producers, the Programme is currently over-
subscribed. Therefore it is not possible this year to make provision for the inclusion of sheep 
farmers from offshore Islands who have less than the requisite breeding stock.

26/03/2013WRX00750Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRX00800468. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will clarify an issue in regard to the recognition of entitlements (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14748/13]

26/03/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
original Commission proposals, existing payment entitlements in Member States such as Ire-
land who applied the Single Payment historic model will expire on 31 December of the year 
before the first implementation of the new CAP regime.  It is now recognised that the first year 
of the new regime will be 2015. Farmers will apply in that year for an allocation of new pay-
ment entitlements.

The Commission proposals have been the subject of negotiations at official and political 
level in the Council of Ministers over the past 18 months culminating in an agreed Council 
position which was reached at the Council on 18/19 March.  Under the proposals agreed by 
the Council of Minister, the number of entitlements to be allocated in the first year of the new 
regime can either be based on the total number of eligible hectares declared in that year or, al-
ternatively, a Member State may decide that the number of entitlements will be confined to the 



Questions - Written Answers

860

number of eligible hectares declared in either 2012 or 2013.  While this is an option for Member 
States it is too early yet to say which option will be exercised by Ireland.

Member States are also allowed to confine the allocation of payment entitlements to those 
farmers who received a payment under the existing Single Payment Scheme in either 2010 or 
2011.  Where a Member States exercises this option, the European Commission is empowered 
to adopt delegated acts to determine how entitlements are to be allocated to farmers who ap-
ply in the first year of the new regime but who did not receive payment in either 2010 or 2011.  
Again, it is too early to say whether Ireland will exercise this particular option.

I should also point out that the next step in the negotiations involves reaching agreement 
between the three European Institutions i.e. the Council of Ministers, the European Parliament 
and the Commission.  It is therefore too early to speculate on how the final outcome will affect 
individual farmers.

26/03/2013WRX00950Food Safety Authority Reports

26/03/2013WRX01000469. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son the recommendations of the Fish Mislabelling Report 2011 have not been implemented. 
[14789/13]

26/03/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) is responsible for the enforcement of food labelling legisla-
tion in this country.   My Department is not aware of a report with the title referred to in the 
Question by the Deputy but I am advised that the FSAI did carry out a Fish Labelling Survey 
in 2011.

26/03/2013WRX01150Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

26/03/2013WRX01200470. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review the case against a person (details supplied) in County Limerick regarding penalties 
applied to their 2011 REP scheme 4 payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14800/13]

26/03/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The agricul-
tural advisor of the person named has recently submitted an appeal to the Department in rela-
tion to the penalty applied in this case. The appeal is being examined with a view to issuing a 
response to the person named as quickly as possible.

26/03/2013WRX01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRX01400471. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when-
agri environment option scheme payments for 2011 and 2012 will be finalised in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Tipperary [14813/13]

26/03/2013WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1st   September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €1,217.05 in respect of 
2011.  
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Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be 
completed before any payment can issue.  Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are 
subject to a similar administrative checking process. These checks are now finalised in respect 
of this case and I expect 2012 payment to issue shortly.

26/03/2013WRX01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRX01600472. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding the 2012 disadvantaged area scheme programme in respect of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14852/13]

26/03/2013WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, eligible applicants are required to have met a minimum stock-
ing density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive months, in addition 
to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the twelve months of 
the scheme year.  While the holding of the person named was confirmed as having satisfied the 
twelve-month average, it did not satisfy the six month minimum requirement. Therefore, unfor-
tunately, no payment is due under the 2012 Scheme.

26/03/2013WRX01750Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRX01800473. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the disadvantaged area scheme payment for 2012 will be paid to a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14864/13]

26/03/2013WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the holdings of eligible applicants are required to have met a 
minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive 
months, in addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the 
twelve months of the scheme year. 

While the holding of the person named was confirmed as having satisfied the six-month 
minimum stocking requirement, it did not, on the basis of the information available, satisfy 
the twelve-month average. Therefore, as of now, no payment is due. However, my Department 
has been in direct contact with the applicant in regard to her obligations under the Agri-Envi-
ronmental plan for her holding. Following clarification on this aspect, the application will be 
further reviewed.

26/03/2013WRX01950Single Payment Scheme Applications

26/03/2013WRX02000474. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding national reserve entitlements in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14948/13]

26/03/2013WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named submitted an application for an allocation of entitlements from the 2012 National Re-
serve.  The 2012 National Reserve caters for farmers who commenced farming after 17th May, 
2010.  Applicants are required to submit a 2012 Single Payment application form detailing all 
lands which they are currently farming.  In addition, applicants are required to meet certain 
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criteria with regard to income limits and educational qualifications. Off-farm income cannot 
exceed €30,000 and total income, including farm income, cannot exceed €40,000. Applicants 
must have obtained a FETAC Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture or its equivalent. 

The person named was deemed ineligible as his off-farm income exceeded the upper limit 
of €30,000. The person named subsequently submitted an appeal outlining a change in his fi-
nancial circumstances, due to the fact that he no longer has off-farm income.  The appeal was 
successful and the person named will be notified in writing of this decision.

26/03/2013WRX02150Farm Inspections

26/03/2013WRX02200475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a fine in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14965/13]

26/03/2013WRX02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The inspec-
tion process identified an over claim of 2.16 hectares in this case. Where an over claim of 
greater than 3% but less than 20% is identified, as was the case here, the governing EU Regu-
lations require that a penalty of twice the difference between the area claimed and that found 
must be applied.  The person named appealed the penalty. This appeal has been processed with 
no change in the original findings.  The applicant has been advised of this position and that he 
may further appeal to the independent Agriculture Appeals office.

26/03/2013WRX02350Ministerial Meetings

26/03/2013WRX02400476. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will report on any meetings he has attended at which the horse meat fraud was discussed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9699/13]

26/03/2013WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I refer the 
Deputy to my Dáil statement of 14th March and the report which I released on the same day on 
the ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’. That report provides a full 
update on the investigation into this matter and outlines the conclusions and recommendations 
which can now be drawn. During the course of the intensive investigation of this matter I ar-
ranged and attended many meetings, both nationally and at EU level, in my role as President of 
the Council of Agriculture and Fisheries Ministers, and the report gives details of the outcomes 
of a number of those meetings.

26/03/2013WRX02550Forestry Sector

26/03/2013WRX02600477. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to publish the report on the consultation on the strategy plan on forestry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15066/13]

26/03/2013WRX02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of 
forestry policy undertaken by my Department is currently in the process of a Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment (SEA), which includes consultation with statutory bodies and the general 
public. It is anticipated that the process will be concluded by the end of July after which it is 
planned to issue the report, taking account of any further inputs received during the SEA pro-
cess.



26 March 2013

863

26/03/2013WRX02750Fishing Industry Development

26/03/2013WRX02800478. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will confirm that the deferral of further development of increased productive capacity for 
salmon set out in the Irish Seafood National Programme 2007-2013 is still applicable having 
regard to the fact that in their statement of 29 of November 2012, the board of Inland Fisheries 
Ireland has stated that concerns remain about the impact of salmon farm generated sea lice on 
wild salmon and sea trout based on scientific reports by respected authors and knowledge of the 
impact of existing fish farms on salmon and sea trout populations off the west coast of Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15103/13]

26/03/2013WRX02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Irish 
Seafood National Programme 2007-2013 is a framework programme under the National De-
velopment Plan covering supports to the seafood sector that are not co-funded by the EU.  Most 
support to the seafood sector is co-funded by the European Fisheries Fund and is covered by the 
Seafood Development Programme 2007-2013.

Financial supports for the construction, installation and modernisation of aquaculture en-
terprises are provided by BIM and Údarás na Gaeltachta through the Commercial Aquaculture 
Development Scheme.  This Scheme was originally part of the Irish Seafood National Pro-
gramme, but was moved into the co-funded Seafood Development Programme in 2012, as part 
of a revision of that Programme following its 2011 interim evaluation.

As part of the original development of both programmes, a strategic environmental assess-
ment was conducted.  During the course of the public consultation on that SEA, the Central and 
Regional Fisheries Boards (now Inland Fisheries Ireland) raised concerns about the possibil-
ity of sea-lice emanating from salmon farms negatively affecting migrating wild salmon.  The 
Minister for Communication, Energy and Natural Resources supported these concerns.  Rather 
than delay the finalisation of the programmes, it was agreed to exclude salmon farms from 
financial support under the Irish Seafood National Programme until such time as the sea-lice 
issue has been satisfactorily resolved.  This temporary restriction on development grants was 
included in the text of the Irish Seafood National Programme (page 99).  However, there is no 
restriction on the development of the salmon farming sector itself.

With the transfer of the Commercial Aquaculture Development Scheme into the co-funded 
Seafood Development Programme in 2012, the text of that Programme was amended to provide 
for the continuation of the temporary restriction on financial support to the salmon farming 
sector.  The temporary restriction was also included in the eligibility criteria approved earlier 
this month for the next call for applications under the Commercial Aquaculture Development 
Scheme.

My Department’s policy on sea lice controls is strictly evidence based. The control proto-
cols are operated by the Marine Institute on behalf of the State and are more advanced that those 
operated in other jurisdictions for the following reasons:

- the inspection regime is totally independent of the industry;

- data obtained as a result of inspections is published;

- treatment trigger levels are set at a low level.

In 2008, the State introduced a new Pest Management Strategy, supplementing the control 
regime already in place.  This has resulted in a steady decline in average sea lice numbers on 
farmed salmon since its inception.
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The protocols have been the subject of detailed investigation and testing by the EU Com-
mission in response to a complaint from a member of the public in respect of the effects of sea 
lice on wild salmon.  On 11 October 2012, the Commission closed its investigation of this com-
plaint in the State’s favour following its examination of all relevant matters.   The Commission 
has also indicated that it regards the sea lice protocols operated in Ireland as representing best 
practice internationally.

26/03/2013WRX02950Aquaculture Development

26/03/2013WRX03000479. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine in view of his statement in the Dáil on 6 March 2013 that Food Harvest 2020 constitutes 
a Government strategic plan he will now have its aquaculture proposals subjected to Strategic 
Environmental Assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15104/13]

26/03/2013WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All applica-
tions for aquaculture licences are dealt with under the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amend-
ment) Act and the 1933 Foreshore Act, as amended.  The provisions of the Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment Regulations are applied to such applications where appropriate.  Following 
assessment by my Department of an application for the cultivation of finfish in Galway Bay it 
was deemed not to require a Strategic Environmental Assessment.

26/03/2013WRX03150Fishing Industry Development

26/03/2013WRX03200480. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his vision for the future development of the fishing industry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14595/13]

26/03/2013WRX03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My present 
plans for the development of the seafood sector are set out in the Seafood Development Pro-
gramme 2007-2013, and the complementary Irish Seafood National Programme 2007-2013, 
which identify the investment priorities for the development of the sector up to 2015.  The 
Seafood Development Programme includes the overwhelming majority of initiatives for the 
development of the sector.  That Programme is co-funded by the European Union under the Eu-
ropean Fisheries Fund.  It was considerably updated in 2012, following an interim evaluation of 
its progress.  The Programme identifies the development needs of the catching, processing and 
aquaculture sectors and the measures that will be implemented to address those needs.

The complementary Irish Seafood National Programme is the framework programme for a 
small number of measures that are not eligible for EU co-funding and thus cannot be included 
in the main programme.

A new EU Regulation is presently being negotiated to replace the European Fisheries Fund 
from 2014 to 2020.  My Department has commenced preparation of a new operational pro-
gramme to cover investment needs for that programming period.  As part of that process, my 
Department will shortly be initiating a stakeholder consultation to identify the investment needs 
of the sector.  My Department is aiming to have that new Programme completed early in 2014.

26/03/2013WRX03350Common Agricultural Policy Reform

26/03/2013WRX03400481. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the extent to which he has studied recent submissions from the Irish Farmers’ Association and 
other farming organisations in the context of the implications for the agricultural sector arising 
from common agriculture policy discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14597/13]

26/03/2013WRX03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I want to as-
sure the deputy that throughout this CAP reform process I have continuously engaged with all 
relevant stakeholders.  I try at all times, subject to diary and time constraints, to meet any and 
all interested parties to discuss issues of mutual concern and when I am not available, senior 
Department officials are always available to hear concerns and proposals that stakeholders may 
wish to bring to my attention.  You will be aware that my Department implements a formal con-
sultative process through the CAP Consultative Committee which is comprised of a full range 
of stakeholders from across the agriculture sector including the Irish Farmers Association.  This 
Committee is meeting today to hear an update on the negotiations and to allow all interested 
parties to give their reactions.

As is the case with all submissions from stakeholders, I and my officials have carefully 
studied the content of the recent IFA paper.  While I do not share all the views expressed by the 
IFA, we share common ground on many issues.

26/03/2013WRY00150Dairy Sector

26/03/2013WRY00200482. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans for the maximisation of benefit for the dairy sector in the aftermath of the abolition of 
quotas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14598/13]

26/03/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Against the 
background of the abolition of milk quotas on the 1 of April 2015, my Department has been 
providing a range of supports to assist the dairy sector in its efforts to fully exploit its potential 
for expansion and development.  It is clear that in the context of a quota free production envi-
ronment, Ireland’s natural advantages in terms of climate and grassland provide a tremendous 
opportunity for the dairy sector, particularly in light of expanding global population and de-
mand for dairy products.

It is against this background that the industry has set an ambitious but achievable 50% target 
for expansion in output in the Food Harvest 2020 Report. Meeting this target will require posi-
tive and pro-active action to improve efficiencies at farm level, to increase processing capacity, 
and to improve breed quality and animal health. 

My Department has provided a range of critical supports through measures such as the New 
Entrants to Dairying Scheme, which helps to revitalise the sector through the provision of milk 
quota to dynamic young educated farmers, through the Dairy Efficiency Programme, which 
encourages the adoption of best practice management and production methods on farm, through 
the provision of financial support for ICBF and Animal Health Ireland to improve breed quality 
and animal health. My Department has also made up to €40m available through its Rural De-
velopment Programme for investment on farm, as well as €80m in capital investment support 
for the processing sector through the Dairy Investment Fund  

Teagasc and Bord Bia are also playing their part in ensuring a continued focus on commer-
cially relevant R&D and marketing activities, and these aspects are being advanced in collabo-
ration with the sector, with critical financial support from my Department.

Against this background, I believe that the opportunities for the dairy sector will expand 
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significantly over the coming years and I can assure the Deputy that my Department and its 
agencies will continue to play their part in providing an appropriate framework to support the 
development of this critically important industry.  

26/03/2013WRY00350Cereal Sector

26/03/2013WRY00400483. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he is satisfied in respect of the future prospects for the cereal growing sector 
over the next ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14599/13]

26/03/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The main-
tenance of an efficient and viable cereals sector in Ireland is clearly very important to the well 
being of the agri-food industry.  Indigenous production of cereals is of course, an important part 
of primary agriculture production.  In addition to generating an income for our tillage farmers, 
the cereals sector is a key source of grain for the milling and malting industry and feeding stuffs 
for the livestock sector.  Annual cereals production in Ireland has fluctuated around 2 million 
tonnes in recent years and it is desirable to try and sustain this level of production in order to 
avoid over dependence on imported cereals. According to the CSO Cereals Supply Balance 
sheet Ireland had 74% self-sufficiency in cereals in 2010/2011. 

Since Ireland is a deficit market for cereals, prices here are greatly affected by world prices 
and supplies. In 2010, increased demands for grain from the biofuels sector and the growing 
needs of new emerging markets like China and India drove up world grain market prices. In 
line with this rise in world prices, grain prices in Ireland increased and growers here reacted by 
increasing the acreage sown. The cereals harvest for 2012 is estimated at 2.05 million tonnes 
which is lower than the record harvest of 2011 due to the persistent adverse weather during the 
growing season.   Prices however continue to remain high due to production shortfalls in the 
USA and Russia.

My Department operates a range of services aimed at improving the efficiency of, quality 
and viability of cereal production. 

These services include seed certification, seed testing and recommended list of varieties, 
research funding through the ‘Stimulus’ programme, funding for grain drying/storage and fund-
ing for the quality assurance scheme In addition, Teagasc provides research, training and advi-
sory services for cereal producers. The value of all these support services is reflected in the fact 
that Irish cereals producers have consistently achieved some of the highest yields in the world. 

Food Harvest 2020 outlined a number of challenges facing the cereal sector in the com-
ing years including price volatility, climatic and disease issues, high input prices, small and 
fragmented holdings and the cost of rented land. However, the report also pointed to positive 
projections for cereal prices as markets are relatively well-balanced and world cereal prices 
are projected to be higher than in the last decade. It is known that global grain production is 
struggling to meet the increasing demand for food, feed and industrial uses. In addition to a ris-
ing global population creating a bigger demand for cereals, an increasing demand for meat is 
disproportionately increasing grain demand even further. It is predicted that global demand for 
cereals will reach 3 billion tonnes by 2025 compared with 2.3 billion tonnes currently. 

Global grain stocks are known to be reducing over time and this should also lead to im-
proved market prospects for Irish cereals. With the world population projected to grow to 9 
billion by 2050, it is vital that the agriculture sector, including the Irish cereal sector, can meet 
the increased demand for food, not just in the next ten years, but through to 2050. Signalling 
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an intention to migrate away from the use of food in the production of biofuels, in October last, 
the European Commission published a proposal that seeks to introduce a 5% ceiling on the use 
of biofuels derived from sugar, cereals and rapeseed as part of the count towards the EU’s 10% 
target for renewable energy in the transport sector by 2020. The proposal seeks to encourage 
future investment in advanced biofuels such as municipal waste and agricultural residues that 
do not compete directly with food and feed crops.

Food Harvest 2020 highlighted the importance of optimising yields, tackling high costs and 
targeting higher priced domestic markets in order to reverse declining production trends and 
made a number of recommendations on competitiveness, branding and marketing. Some prog-
ress has been made on these recommendations and in recent months the Tillage Stakeholder 
Group presented their development plan to the Food Harvest High Level Implementation Com-
mittee (HLIC).  This plan identified opportunities and was devised to stimulate concerted action 
by the sector so as to exploit to the maximum the potential identified by the stakeholders.  The 
HLIC welcomed this report and noted that many of the issues required a strong cross-industry 
approach if they are to be progressed. They advised that industry should start this process and 
the group should revert back to the HLIC at a later date on the progress achieved.

The primary growth in requirement for Irish cereals in the years ahead is likely to be for ani-
mal feed given the targets for increased livestock output proposed in Food Harvest 2020. How-
ever, considerable potential also exists in grains for the drink industry such as malting barley 
and recent significant investments by the large brewing and distilling companies here in Ireland 
are proof of such potential. Further, it is envisaged that there will be increased demand for Irish 
oats milled for human food for the home and export markets and in this context, the success 
of the Agribusiness sector in securing, long-term contracts with US-based Foods companies 
to supply milled Irish oats to a premium Irish oatmeal brand in the US market, is particularly 
welcome. Production of oats is also declining globally and therefore it is envisaged new export 
markets will continue to come on stream for Irish oats. 

In conclusion, I am confident that demand will be sustained for a strategic supply of native 
cereals as raw material for our brewing, distilling, flour and oat milling industry and for the 
expanded livestock and dairy production foreseen in the Food Harvest 2020 report. 

26/03/2013WRY00550Animal Welfare Expenditure

26/03/2013WRY00600484. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he continues to monitor the costs affecting the pig and poultry sectors aris-
ing from animal welfare regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14600/13]

26/03/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has worked closely with both the pig and poultry sectors as they have adapted to the 
introduction of new animal welfare requirements in 2012 and in 2013. Significant supports, in 
the form of Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes (TAMS), for egg producers and pig 
farmers were put in place and a total of €32 million to these sectors was made available under 
the Rural Development Programme. 

In the case of egg producers the conversion of production systems to ‘enriched cages’ came 
into operation on 1 January 2012. From this date eggs from ‘unenriched’ caged production 
systems were not allowed to be placed on the market. Following the operation of an aid pack-
age amounting to €16 million to assist producers to convert, the size of the caged egg flock 
remained stable, at approximately 1.25 million birds due to new entrants and consolidation 
amongst existing producers. 
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The Loose Sow Housing Directive came into operation in January of this year. These new 
standards in relation to the housing of sows have presented a challenge to pig farmers and of-
ficials from my Department continue to liaise with producers as a small number continue to 
work towards compliance. 

The Sow Housing Welfare Scheme was introduced in 2010 to facilitate pig producer com-
pliance with the new requirements. The scheme has been enhanced and extended on a number 
of occasions. While the majority of producers have worked extremely hard to achieve compli-
ance, my Department became aware that a small number of producers had experienced difficul-
ties with planning permission and, with this in mind I recently announced a further extension in 
the deadline for grant applications until 2 April 2013. 

I have provided a total of €16 million for this scheme. I should add that this funding is in ad-
dition to earlier Sow Welfare Schemes which delivered over €6 million to successful applicants. 

Officials from my Department will continue to engage with pig producers to ensure compli-
ance with this and all animal welfare requirements.

26/03/2013WRY00750Beef Industry

26/03/2013WRY00800485. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent, if any, to which inflation has been detected in the beef or other meat sectors; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14601/13]

26/03/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I assume the 
Deputy is referring to the price of meat products (beef, pigs and lamb) which my department 
reports on a regular basis to the EU Commission.

The following table shows the average market prices for beef, pigs & lamb for the first ten 
weeks of 2013, together with the corresponding prices for 2012:

Prices exclude VAT 2013 2012
Beef (R3 Steers) €4.01 / Kg €3.88 / Kg
Pigs €1.69 / Kg €1.46 / Kg
Lamb €4.18 / Kg €4.91 / Kg

The reduction in sheep prices can be attributed to lower consumer spending in key export 
markets and also to an increase in imports into the EU from New Zealand. There are some signs 
of a recovery in sheep prices in recent weeks.

I am encouraged with the very good prices which farmers are currently receiving, especially 
in the beef sector, where the base price for steers was up to €4.15 per Kg (excluding VAT) in 
week 10. However, average price increases in 2013 over 2012 in the beef and pig sectors have 
to be taken in conjunction with the increase in the cost of feed and adverse weather conditions 
which have affected farmer’s margins in the past year. 

As my Department does not monitor prices at retail level and these are a result of market 
forces, I am not in a position to comment on inflation in this regard.
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26/03/2013WRY00950Animal Welfare Issues

26/03/2013WRY01000486. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which his Department continues to be in touch with the various planning authori-
ties with a view to facilitating early processing of planning applications associated with animal 
welfare requirements and without the imposition of punitive levies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14602/13]

26/03/2013WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Loose 
Sow Housing Directive came into force on 1 January 2013. In order to comply with the require-
ments of this Directive many pig farmers had to convert existing pig units or construct new 
builds. 

In this context my Department made contact with Local Authorities during 2012 with a 
view to ascertaining the number of planning permission applications received from pig farmers 
in respect of such work. This contact was solely from a scheme monitoring standpoint given 
that my Department had introduced a Sow Housing Welfare Scheme in order to facilitate pig 
producer compliance. 

The Deputy will be aware that planning matters are the responsibility of my colleague the 
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.

26/03/2013WRY01150Food Labelling

26/03/2013WRY01200487. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he in conjunction with his EU colleagues, expects to be in a position to 
introduce a reliable labelling and traceability system in respect of all meat products and ingre-
dients regardless of origin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14586/13]

26/03/2013WRY01300489. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which a means can be found to ensure that where a combination of meat or meat 
products exists in a particular form, clear indication of the content is provided on the label in a 
traceable form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14588/13]

26/03/2013WRY01400493. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps that are being taken to provide reliable traceability in the equine sector with particu-
lar reference to its impact on the food industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14592/13]

26/03/2013WRY01500494. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which in conjunction with his EU colleagues, it has been found possible to strictly 
enforce rigid traceability in the beef, lamb, pig meat, poultry and equine sectors with particular 
reference to the need to achieve absolute reliability on quality, traceability, husbandry and pro-
cessing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14593/13]

26/03/2013WRY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 487, 489, 493 and 494 together. 

As the Deputy will be aware the Minister for Health has overall responsibility for the gen-
eral food labelling legislation and the new EU food information regulations that were adopted 
by the Council of Health Ministers in December 2011. However my Department plays an im-
portant role in the labelling of food together with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).
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In my capacity as Chairman of the EU Agricultural Council I have, together with my min-
isterial colleagues and the EU Commission, given a high priority to food labelling issues. Con-
sumers should rightly expect not to be misled by inaccurate labelling and must have confidence 
in knowing what they are eating. Ireland will continue to give leadership in this area and will 
work with our EU partners to strengthen consumer assurance measures, including more accu-
rate labelling requirements as set out in the Food Information for the Consumer (FIC) Regula-
tion (1169/2011/EC).

This legislation extended explicit compulsory origin labelling requirements to meats other 
than beef, with the detailed rules to be adopted in implementing acts by 13 December 2013, 
following an impact assessment by the Commission.

General Food Labelling Rules

Food labelling used to inform consumers of the properties of pre-packaged food is governed 
by EU rules. The most important labelling rule is that the consumer should not be misled.

The FIC regulation also adopts rules on compulsory labelling where the origin or place of 
provenance of a food is given and where it is not the same as its primary ingredient.  Insofar 
as meat as an ingredient is concerned, these rules are subject to the adoption of implementing 
acts, which must take account of an impact assessment to be carried out by the Commission. 
As a result of the recent incidents of horsemeat being discovered in beef burgers and other beef 
products the Commission have now agreed to bring forward their work on this aspect of the 
regulation to September this year. 

Beef Labelling Rules

In general, all fresh, frozen or minced beef marketed in the EU (with the exception of offal) 
is subject to a mandatory system of origin traceability and origin labelling. The purpose of these 
rules is to ensure that beef on sale can be traced back to the animal or group of animals from 
which it came. 

There are two elements to the  beef labelling regime which apply to all parts of the supply 
chain; the compulsory system, which requires food business operators to label their beef prod-
ucts (unless cooked or processed) with certain prescribed information up to and including the 
point of sale to the consumer; and the voluntary system, which covers any other labelling claim 
that processors or retailers wish to make concerning the origin, characteristics or production 
methods of the beef they are supplying. The claims made on product labels, marketing material 
or point of sale notices must be clear and cannot be misleading.

Formed meat

Also in the FIC regulation (Annex VI) in the case of meat products, meat preparations 
which may give the impression that they are made of a whole piece of meat, but actually consist 
of different pieces combined together by other ingredients, including food additives and food 
enzymes or by other means, shall bear the words “ formed meat” on the label. 

Traceability

The identification and registration of cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry and equines are also gov-
erned by EU Regulations and these Regulations have been transposed into national law. 

The Department’s Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) database is a generic system 
that records identification and movement data on cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. The AIM system 
was developed using Internet-based technology and the majority of interactions with the system 



26 March 2013

871

are electronic transactions. Work is already advanced on the development of a central database 
for equines on the AIM system. The AIM system is integrated with the Department’s corporate 
systems to record customer data (CCS) and animal health data (AHCS).  The AHCS database 
holds a record of persons registered as keepers of the different animal species, including equine 
animals.  

The Department is introducing a range of measures to improve traceability systems in the 
equine sector and is liaising with passport issuing agencies in Ireland in this regard. Protocols 
to allow abattoir operators to cross check the details of passports with these agencies have 
been developed, aimed at ensuring that only those horses eligible for slaughter are slaughtered. 
The Department is also developing a central database of horses which will involve migration 
of selected data from passport issuing agencies. The database will be populated with informa-
tion provided from the databases maintained by the agencies, by the Department from records 
obtained at slaughter plants and knackeries and by local authorities in respect of records main-
tained at appropriate slaughter plants. The intention is that this database will be used at abattoirs 
to assist in verifying the authenticity of the passport for the equine presented and to record its 
date of slaughter.

Pigmeat  

Under the National Pig Identification and Tracing System (NPITS) all pig herds are cen-
trally registered,  all pigs being moved are identified (by means of tag or slap mark) and ac-
companied by movement documents, and all movements are recorded on a centrally managed 
database.  Thus the movement of all pigs from farm to factory and to any destination in between 
is fully traceable.

Poultry

All poultry keepers are required to register with my Department. Poultry operators are sub-
ject to a wide range of EU and domestic legislation and are monitored by inspectors from my 
Department. Given the vertical nature of the poultry meat sector, most birds are reared under 
contract to processors. The processors supply the day-old birds in the first instance. The subse-
quent movement of broilers back to the processing facility is strictly controlled. Furthermore, 
there is an ongoing Department veterinary presence in poultry plants and this, together with 
inspections at farm level, underpins a strong domestic regime.

26/03/2013WRY01650Food Harvest 2020 Strategy

26/03/2013WRY01700488. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to achieve the targets set out in Food Harvest 2020 notwithstand-
ing any changes in the common agricultural policy; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14587/13]

26/03/2013WRY01800490. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects the agri-food sector to develop over the next ten years with 
particular reference to the need to remain competitive on world markets; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14589/13]

26/03/2013WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 488 and 490 together. 

I remain fully committed to the growth targets set out in Food Harvest 2020 and I am very 
confident that these targets will be achieved.  The progress achieved to date on the Food Harvest 
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targets justifies my confidence.  At end 2012, the value of both primary output and exports are 
estimated to have increased by 23% and 12% respectively while the value- added element of 
the sector has increased by 5.6% at end 2010, the latest data available from the CSO. In that 
context, I anticipate that the Food Harvest growth targets of attaining a 33% increase in the 
value of  primary agriculture and fisheries and over a 40% value increase in exports and value 
added product by 2020 will be met and even exceeded if global economic conditions remain 
favourable.  

Furthermore, I strongly believe that the significant progress achieved at recent EU nego-
tiations has provided the necessary robust framework to facilitate optimal development and 
growth in the agri-food sector over the next ten years. The recent outcomes achieved under the 
Irish Presidency have delivered a Common Agricultural Policy that will strengthen productive 
farming and will support the goals of competitiveness, sustainability and growth outlined in the 
Food Harvest 2020 strategy. 

The initial steps were taken in February when agreement was achieved on the EU multian-
nual financial framework (MFF). Subject to the consent of the European Parliament, the seven 
year EU budget agreed at the EU summit provided clarity on overall EU agriculture funding.  
It guaranteed funding of over €1.5 billion per year for Ireland from the Common Agriculture 
Policy (CAP) including a direct payment ceiling of over €1.2 billion per year.  In addition, 
approximately €313 million per year in current terms will be available from EU funding for 
rural development. When taken together, the EU funding to Ireland from direct payments, rural 
development and market supports will amount to over €11 billion over the seven year period 
2014-2020.

This week, negotiations on the reform of the CAP moved to a new level when the package 
of proposals, tabled by the Irish Presidency, was agreed by the European Agriculture Ministers 
and so achieved an agreed position to a General Approach on CAP reform. Particular points of 
interest to Irish farmers were the flexibility achieved in the way in which direct payments can 
be distributed within Member States (internal convergence), the concession that the greening of 
direct payments may be a percentage of each farmer’s individual payment rather than a flat rate, 
and an earlier abolition of the sugar quota regime. 

The negotiation process will now move to the final stage of the negotiations, where the Irish 
Presidency will represent the European Council in discussions with the European Parliament 
and with the Commission to achieve a final outcome on the reform of the CAP.  While the prog-
ress achieved to date augers well for achieving the Presidency’s target of an inter- institutional 
political agreement by end June, there remains a significant task ahead and a very clear and 
strong focus is required to achieve our final objective of a reform package which underpins the 
Food Harvest strategy of Smart, Green, Growth.

Question No. 489 answered with Question No. 487.

      Question No. 490 answered with Question No. 488.

26/03/2013WRZ00250Food Labelling

26/03/2013WRZ00300491. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the total number of labelling breaches detected throughout the food industry in each of the past 
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three years to date; the action taken thereafter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14590/13]

26/03/2013WRZ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland, under the aegis of the Minister for Health, has overall responsibility 
for the enforcement of food safety in Ireland.  This includes the enforcement of food labelling 
regulations.  It carries out this remit through service contracts with my Department and other 
agencies including the Health Service Executive, Local Authorities, the Sea-Fisheries Protec-
tion Authority and National Standards Authority of Ireland.  The Food Safety Authority of Ire-
land has advised my Department that the number of inspections where non-compliance with la-
belling legislation was found was 11,231 in 2009, or 16.33% of the total number of inspections 
carried out in that year; 9,919 in 2010, or 14.04% of the total number of inspections carried out 
in that year; and 9,499 in 2011, or 15.98% of the total number of inspections carried out in that 
year.  Final confirmed data is not yet available for 2012.  The majority of these infringements 
were minor and remedial action was taken.  During the period in question, there were seven 
prosecutions which included breaches in labelling legislation.

26/03/2013WRZ00450Common Agricultural Policy Reform

26/03/2013WRZ00500492. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to be in a position to ameliorate the concerns of the farming sec-
tor arising from discussions on the common agricultural policy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14591/13]

26/03/2013WRZ00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The Deputy 
will be aware that the Council of Agriculture Ministers successfully adopted a General Ap-
proach on CAP Reform by a strong qualified majority at its meeting in Brussels on 18 and 19 
March last.  

In my view, what has been adopted by Council on the key outstanding issue from an Irish 
perspective, relating to the distribution of Direct Payments, represents a very good outcome for 
Ireland.  I am pleased that the Council endorsed the principle of flexibility that I have been seek-
ing and agreed to the inclusion of the Irish model of partial convergence to a flat rate system 
in the options available for distribution of direct payments within Member States.  As I have 
said many times, my key aim in these negotiations is to ensure a reasonable level of transfers of 
payments between farmers, compared to the large transfer that would occur under the Commis-
sion’s flat rate proposal.  My proposal reduces this transfer to around €74 million at a minimum 
with discretion to transfer higher levels if we wished; whereas the Commission proposal would 
result in the transfer of around €280 million, based on our 2010 payments database.  In addition, 
the Council has agreed that the greening payment may be a percentage of each farmer’s individ-
ual payment rather than a flat rate payment.  I am pleased with the Council’s agreement to my 
proposals to bring the necessary flexibility to the Commission’s original proposals on greening, 
so that farmers can practise sustainable agriculture without overly bureaucratic impediments.  

The successful completion of the Council’s deliberations in the form of a General Approach 
means that my target of an inter-institutional political agreement by the end of June remains on 
schedule.  This General Approach will form the basis for the next step in the negotiation pro-
cess, the so-called “trilogue” stage.  As Chair of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, I will rep-
resent the Council in discussions with the European Parliament and the Commission to agree 
the final CAP Reform Package.  I am hopeful that all participants across all three institutions 
will maintain their focus and redouble their efforts so that, together, we can bring the reform 
negotiations to a conclusion by the end of June.
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Questions Nos. 493 and 494 answered with Question No. 487.

26/03/2013WRZ00750Fish Farming

26/03/2013WRZ00800495. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he is satisfied regarding quality control, production, processing, labelling, 
traceability and hygiene throughout the fish food industry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14594/13]

26/03/2013WRZ00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Responsibil-
ity for co-ordinating the enforcement of food legislation in Ireland rests with the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland and is discharged by Official Agencies which operate under Service Con-
tract to the authority.  The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority and the Marine Institute act as 
Official Agencies under service contract with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland and enforce 
the relevant seafood Regulations.  A framework for the prevention and control of aquatic dis-
eases in aquaculture facilities is set out in Council Directive 2006/88/EC.  This Directive has 
been transposed into Irish law by SI No. 261 of 2008, as amended.  Under this legislation, every 
Aquaculture Production Business in the country must be authorised by the Marine Institute.  To 
become authorised, the operator must retain mortality records and records of movements of live 
and dead fish to and from the farm.  He must also implement adequate bio-security practices. 

Record keeping, bio-security measures and the clinical health of the animals on the site are 
assessed as part of the inspection regime which is implemented on aquaculture sites by Ma-
rine Institute or Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine Veterinary Inspectors.  Sites 
are inspected annually or biennially, depending on the risk of disease spread.  In addition, all 
movements of live animals to and from aquaculture sites in Ireland must be pre-approved by the 
Marine Institute, to ensure traceability and for disease control purposes.  Further to the statutory 
provisions outlined above, all Aquaculture Production Businesses which farm salmonids have 
signed up to a Code of Practice and are implementing the provisions of the Farmed Salmonid 
Health Handbook, which outline best practice in relation to the farming of salmon and trout in 
Ireland.  A combination of the statutory requirements under the legislation and the adherence to 
the Code of Practice and the handbook ensures the animal health and welfare standards adhered 
to by the Irish Aquaculture industry are among the highest in Europe.

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority carries out its official controls in accordance with 
the relevant EU and National legislation on an ongoing basis from boat up to but excluding 
retail level; for example, on fishing vessels, in shellfish production areas and in establishments 
handling preparing and processing seafood.  The Health Service Executive has responsibil-
ity for official controls in the retail sector while the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine carries out routine inspections of aquaculture farms.  There is ongoing official control 
monitoring of primary producers - fishing vessels and aquaculture production areas.  All sea-
food establishments are registered by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority.  In addition, those 
handling fishery products are approved by the authority.  Both registered and approved sea food 
establishments are inspected at a determined frequency based on a risk assessment.  Official 
control checks carried out by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority include quality checks of 
the produce, food safety management system checks, hygiene and structural checks of estab-
lishments preparing or processing seafood, labelling and traceability.  Official control samples 
of produce are also taken if necessary to verify the effectiveness of food business operators’ 
food safety management systems.
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26/03/2013WRZ00950Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

26/03/2013WRZ01000496. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when full payment for the suckler cow welfare scheme will issue to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15162/13]

26/03/2013WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The per-
son named registered 13 animals under the 2012 Suckler Welfare Scheme.  Payment issued 
in respect of five animals on 19 December 2012.  The pre-payment validation programme 
established that were errors associated with the remaining eight animals.  My Department has 
recently issued letters to the person named seeking clarification of these errors.  When a re-
sponse is received from the participant, the matter will be reviewed with a view to completing 
the processing of the file.

26/03/2013WRZ01150Genetically Modified Organisms

26/03/2013WRZ01200497. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding GM Food production here and the trials being undertaken by Teagasc: if he will 
provide an update with reference to its introduction to Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15164/13]

26/03/2013WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue of 
genetic modification is dealt with by three State agencies in Ireland. In summary: 

- Issues relating to GM foods come under the remit of the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren (DHC) and the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI);

- GM feeds and the coexistence of authorised GM crops alongside non-GM crops rests 
with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM); while

- Approval to trial GM crops or authorise new GM crops for deliberate release into the 
environment rests with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DE-
HLG) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

There is no commercial production or cultivation of GMOs in Ireland.

With regard to the Teagasc GM-potato trial, Teagasc applied to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) on 27 February 2012 for approval to trial a genetically modified potato with 
enhanced ability to resist late blight. The trial is part of an EU Framework Programme 7 funded 
research project consisting of 22 partners in 15 EU Member States. The Teagasc application 
was approved by the Board of the EPA. The main objective of the Teagasc field trial is to assess 
the impact of cultivation of the blight-resistant potato on the Irish ecosystem.

The Act establishing Teagasc confers on it principal functions in relation to the provision of 
education, advisory and research services to the agriculture sector. It is a matter for Teagasc to 
prioritise activities in the delivery of these services and to allocate its resources in accordance 
with these priorities. Ministerial responsibility is confined to matters of policy in accordance 
with the Act and I have no function with regard to the day-to-day operations of Teagasc.

26/03/2013WRAA00150Rural Development Policy

26/03/2013WRAA00200498. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
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will take into consideration that further to the re-allocation of moneys from pillar 1 of cap to 
pillar 2 for the expansion of rural development policies and considering with the introduction of 
7% greening requirements on farms, if he will introduce a series of top up payments to smaller 
family farms that are hit hardest by these new measures and that by giving an extra payment to 
farmers on smaller holdings with lower payments will be contributing to the rural development 
and sustainability in rural areas by not allowing rural depopulation and the wipe-out of smaller 
family farms. [15060/13]

26/03/2013WRAA00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Last week’s 
agreement by the Council of Agriculture Ministers on a General Approach to the Commission’s 
proposals for the reform of the CAP included additional flexibility for Member States to imple-
ment alternative models for the internal distribution of direct payments. 

Included in these alternative models were the Irish ‘partial convergence’ approach - which 
significantly reduces transfers between farmers compared to the Commission’s flat-rate pro-
posal - and what is known as a ‘first hectares’ approach which would, in addition, redistribute 
a portion of the national envelope over a number of initial hectares to be decided by a Member 
State.

However, I do not believe we should rush a national decision on the matter.  The agreement 
last week established a Council position for opening negotiations with the European Parlia-
ment on this and all other elements of CAP reform.  Many elements of that agreement may be 
changed in the course of these negotiations and we need to see the final outcome on all aspects 
of the direct payments regime before we can take informed decisions on what is the best course 
for Ireland. I will of course consult widely before taking any decisions on this matter.

26/03/2013WRAA00350Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRAA00400499. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay 
bill in non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15961/13]

26/03/2013WRAA00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The details 
of the salaries of the Chief Executive Officers of the eight non commercial State Bodies operat-
ing under the aegis of my Department for 2012 are outlined in the table below.  The details of 
salaries for the staff of these State Agencies are a matter for the Agencies themselves. 

Non-Commercial

Body/Agency Salary
Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board This Board does not have a CEO. A Higher 

Executive Officer in my Department is Sec-
retary to the Board 

An Bord Bia €160,082
Bord Iascaigh Mhara €129,512
Marine Institute €146,221
National Milk Agency €85,600
Sea Fisheries Protection Agency This position is currently vacant.  Principal 

Officer 1 Salary Scale applies
Teagasc €160,082
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Body/Agency Salary
Veterinary Council of Ireland The salary of the Chief Executive Officer is 

on par with that of a Principal Officer.

26/03/2013WRAA00550Foster Care Provision

26/03/2013WRAA00600500. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the parents 
and or guardians of fostered children highlighted in recent Health Information and Quality Au-
thority reports as potentially not being safe, were informed that this may be the case by social 
services. [14981/13]

26/03/2013WRAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

26/03/2013WRAA00750Youth Services

26/03/2013WRAA00800501. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in view 
of the excellent work done by youth services in Dublin, her plans to reverse her decision to cut 
their budget in 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14682/13]

26/03/2013WRAA00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector. These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug 
Task Force Projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, 
Youth Information Centres, the European Youth in Action Programme (administered by Léar-
gas – the Exchange Bureau) and Gaisce – the President’s Award.

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth ser-
vices in 2013. Of this total funding, €1.75 has been provided in a new capital funding pro-
gramme for 2013.  

The Comprehensive Review of Expenditure (CRE) published in December 2011 sets out 
clearly the savings required from the Department in 2012, 2013, 2014.  The CRE contains a 
detailed seven page chapter outlining savings required from youth work funding.  The CRE 
requires a 10% saving in 2013, with a lessor saving in 2014.  Having regard to the savings re-
quirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure my Department has tried 
to ensure that, in the determination process for the allocations, the front line youth services, 
particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are protected as far as is possible from 
the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding.  

With respect to future funding provision, my Department has commenced a comprehensive 
Value for Money and Policy Review of youth funding and this report is expected later this year.

In addition, I am committed to the development of a new youth policy framework which my 
Department is currently progressing. Through this work a clear policy framework will emerge 
that will aim to enhance the development, participation and support of young people. I intend 
that the policy framework will also facilitate and promote co-ordination and cohesion across 
departments and front line youth services including youth services in Dublin.  This will ensure 
that the funding available in future years will be used as effectively as possible.
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26/03/2013WRAA00950Asylum Seeker Accommodation

26/03/2013WRAA01000502. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
is satisfied that the rights, welfare and entitlements of children who live in direct provision ac-
commodation are vindicated under the current system in a manner that is in keeping with the 
Children First Guidelines; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14683/13]

26/03/2013WRAA01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): At the outset, I 
would like to clarify that the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) is a functional unit of the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS), a division of the Department of Justice 
and Equality.  RIA is charged with providing accommodation and ancillary services to asylum 
seekers i.e. adults and their children, under the Direct Provision system while their applications 
for asylum are processed.  Direct Provision centres are monitored three times a year, twice by 
Department of Justice staff and once by an external company.  

The revised Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 
was published in July, 2011. The Guidance deals with the recognition, reporting and manage-
ment of child safety concerns.  It sets out a number of key messages relating to the duty to 
protect children.  Among these are that the safety and welfare of children is everyone’s respon-
sibility, that children will have safer lives where everyone is attentive to their wellbeing and 
that people who work with children across a range of areas understand their responsibility for 
safe practice and the reporting of concerns.  The Guidance sets out specific protocols for HSE 
social workers, Gardaí and other front line staff in dealing with suspected abuse.  The scope of 
Children First extends beyond the reporting of suspected abuse.  It emphasises the importance 
of multi disciplinary, inter-agency working in the management of such concerns.  Key to this is 
the sharing of information between agencies and disciplines in the best interests of children and 
the need for full co-operation to ensure better outcomes. The guidance does not deal specifically 
with the rights and entitlements of children. These issues are dealt with in a range of other docu-
ments including the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The HSE has advised me that concerns about the welfare, safety or wellbeing of a children 
in Direct Provision are reported to the HSE Children and Family Services, in line with Children 
First.  Referrals include welfare concerns such as a parent being hospitalised, parental illness, a 
child being left unsupervised by an adult or mental health concerns regarding the parent, while 
a smaller number would relate to child protection concerns.  

There is a specific unit within RIA - the Child and Family Services Unit - whose role is to 
manage, deliver, co-ordinate, monitor and plan all matters relating to child and family services 
for all asylum seekers residing in the direct provision system. This unit also links, where neces-
sary, directly with an Garda Síochána.

Following a recent Seanad debate on this issue, I have been engaging with the HSE to en-
sure that those children currently residing in Direct Provision are afforded the same levels of 
welfare and protection that their counterparts in the wider community are afforded.

26/03/2013WRAA01150Missing Children

26/03/2013WRAA01200503. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in view of Ire-
land currently holding the EU Presidency, if she will provide a definite time frame for when 
the EU Missing Children’s Hotline 116000 will be operational here; and if she will provide a 
guarantee that there will be funds available to operate the service annually. [14774/13]
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26/03/2013WRAA01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
established and is leading a cross-sectoral Project Team, including representatives of my own 
Department, the Department of Justice and Equality, ComReg and An Garda Síochána, to ad-
vance this matter. Following cross departmental consultation and an examination of the issues 
involved by the Project Team, ComReg, which has responsibility for the allocation of the Miss-
ing Children Hotline number in Ireland, allocated the number to the ISPCC. The ISPCC has 
been successful in securing EU Daphne funding to support the establishment of the line. The 
ISPCC also submitted an application for funding to the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs to cover the establishment and running of the Hotline. This application has been approved 
for 2012 and 2013. Future applications for running costs will be considered in the context of the 
annual budget estimates process. 

Officials of my Department are liaising with the ISPCC in relation to the implementation of 
the 116000 Missing Children Hotline.  A phased implementation of the 116000 line commenced 
in December 2012. The service is operating on a pilot basis initially, on a reduced hours basis 
from 4pm-10am (16hrs), until the end of April, at which time it will move to a full service, on 
a 24/7 basis, as recommended by the EU. The service will be officially launched in June 2013.

Memoranda of understanding between the ISPCC and the HSE, my Department and the 
Gardaí, respectively were finalised in advance of the commencement of the pilot in December 
2012.

The 116000 Hotline will:

- Provide emotional support to children who are missing, their family and others responsible 
for the missing child

- Offer guidance and advice to the callers regarding a missing child; 

- Report risk cases (where identifying information has been received) to the Gardai/HSE as 
per Children First Guidance;

- Support the Garda Investigation, where appropriate;

- Redirect calls outside the scope of the line.

It is important to note that the 116000 number is not an emergency number. Emergency 
calls should always be directed to the 999/112 number in the first instance, where the relevant 
emergency responses, including the recently launched Garda Missing Children Amber Alert 
mechanism, may be activated. The establishment of the 116000 line will, however, be of valu-
able support and assistance to families of missing children and to missing children themselves.

26/03/2013WRAA01350Youth Services

26/03/2013WRAA01400504. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an update in respect of funding for a school (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14930/13]

26/03/2013WRAA01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes and  programmes to the 
youth sector. The aim of these programmes is to support and promote non-formal education and 
developmental opportunities for young people to enhance their personal and social skills and 
competencies. Particular regard is had to the youth work needs of young people between the 
ages of 10 and 21, and to those who are socially or economically disadvantaged.
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Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the provision of youth services 
and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged 
communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are 
provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and 
Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These funding schemes 
support national and local youth work provision and involve approximately 1,400 paid staff and 
40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout the country.

The Youth Affairs Unit does not provide any funding to the school referred to by the Deputy.  
In light of budgetary constraints, the focus in 2013 is on consolidating and maintaining, insofar 
as possible, the level of existing programmes and services for young people.  In this context, 
Youth Affairs Unit is not in a position to consider any  additional applications for funding in 
2013.

26/03/2013WRAA01550Foster Care Provision

26/03/2013WRAA01600505. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 572 of 22 January 2013, if she will ensure that a national register 
is compiled of foster parents who are not deemed suitable to have children placed with them in 
order to prevent the scenario whereby foster parents suspended or refused in one health area on 
child protection grounds are not employed in another health area. [15120/13]

26/03/2013WRAA01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As the Deputy 
will be aware, each local HSE area holds their own register of approved foster carers. A national 
register for foster carers is currently under development by the HSE.  The HSE plans to pilot 
a register towards the end of 2013 in a number of sites across the country and subject to the 
findings of the review of the pilots, it is expected that the national register will be finalised  in 
2014 . There is no national register of foster parents who are not deemed suitable.  However, it 
is policy that any approved foster carer who is later found to be  unsuitable is removed from the 
panel of persons willing to act as foster carers. 

Prospective foster carers or applicants undergo an assessment and training process to estab-
lish their suitability and competence as future foster carers. The assessment procedure is carried 
out by a social worker from the local fostering team and includes Garda vetting, internal HSE 
checks to establish previous involvement with child protection services, a medical assessment, 
personal interviews in the applicant’s home and if the applicant(s) have children, the social 
worker will also talk to them about being part of a foster family.  Garda vetting includes adult 
children and extended family members residing in the home.   The applicant(s) will also be 
asked to provide referees who will be interviewed by the social worker as part of the assess-
ment process.   The social worker then prepares a report, which is shared with the applicant(s) 
and their views are represented. This report is then presented to the Foster Care committee for 
approval, including a recommendation as to the age of the child and type of foster care suitable 
to the applicant(s).  All approved foster carers are entered on a panel of approved foster carers.

When a child is being placed in foster care, the suitability of a placement with relatives is 
explored in the first instance. Where the HSE is satisfied that an immediate placement with 
relatives is in the interests of the child,  such placement may occur before full approval of the 
committee is in place. Such emergency placements are provided for in the regulations. Prior to 
placement, the  relative is assessed by a principal social worker, including early garda vetting. 
This is followed by a full assessment and approval by the foster care committee as outlined 
above. 

Any  concerns about the welfare, safety or well-being of a child in foster care should be re-
ported to the HSE Children and Family Services, in line with Children First: National Guidance 
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for the Protection and Welfare of Children, was published in July, 2011.

26/03/2013WRAA01750Foster Care Provision

26/03/2013WRAA01800506. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 203 f 13 February 2013, if he will outline the situation 
where individuals who have provided references for foster parent applicants have subsequently 
withdrawn their references and whether this would lead to the initiation of an enquiry into the 
foster parent applicants’ suitability to care for a child. [15139/13]

26/03/2013WRAA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

26/03/2013WRAA01950Foster Care Provision

26/03/2013WRAA02000507. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 203 f 13 February 2013, the frequency with which the 
Health Service Executive conducts checks on referees for foster parents’ applicants; if she has 
figures on the number of occasions where such checks have had to be carried out in 2012; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15140/13]

26/03/2013WRAA02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

26/03/2013WRAA02150Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRAA02200508. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide in tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill 
in non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. [15963/13]

26/03/2013WRAA02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): My Department 
does not generally hold information relating to the salaries of individual employees of the vari-
ous agencies operating under the Department’s remit and, accordingly, the information request-
ed by the Deputy is not readily available. Officials of my Department have requested the spe-
cific information required and this will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available. The 
Deputy should note that this information will relate to gross savings as my Department will not 
be in a position to provide details of the net savings to the Exchequer as this would require an 
examination of the tax and other statutory deductions applicable for each individual employee.

26/03/2013WRAA02350Public Sector Remuneration

26/03/2013WRAA02400509. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in a 
tabular form a breakdown of the annual saving to the public sector pay bill if hospital consultant 
pay was capped at €150,000 and non-commercial State agency pay were capped at €100,000. 
[14794/13]
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26/03/2013WRAA02550Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the first request is a service matter it has 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.  

The information requested in relation to the Non-Commercial State Agencies is currently 
being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

26/03/2013WRAA02575Home Help Service Provision

26/03/2013WRAA02600510. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if home help hours in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny will be restored as a matter of urgency; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14720/13]

26/03/2013WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRAA02750Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

26/03/2013WRAA02800511. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the exceptional 
circumstances in respect of an application for motorised transport grant, with regard to an ap-
plicant’s disabilities, mobility and medical need for transport; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14752/13]

26/03/2013WRAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): While a Gov-
ernment Decision of 26th February, 2013 ended the Motorised Transport Grant Scheme, appli-
cations received by the Health Service Executive (HSE) prior to that date will be processed and 
if found qualified after assessment, the grant will be paid.

As part of their work of reviewing the Motorised Transport Grant scheme, following on 
from a report of the Ombudsman from September 2012, the HSE reviewed the guidelines for 
the assessment of “Exceptional Circumstances”.  In March 2013, the HSE issued National 
Guidelines to ensure a consistent national approach to the issue of “Exceptional Circumstanc-
es”.  I will forward a copy of the guidelines to the Deputy.

26/03/2013WRAA02950Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

26/03/2013WRAA03000512. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if, under motorised transport 
grant guidelines, March 2009, there is provision for a parent to apply for the grant in respect 
of a dependant who is under seventeen years of age, being so severely disabled that they are 
impeded from using public transport in order to access health services, appointments and day to 
day travel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14753/13]

26/03/2013WRAA03100513. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the services and supports that ex-
ist in respect of disabled persons aged under seventeen years who have been deemed ineligible 
for the motorised transport grant, taking into consideration that the persons meet criteria for 
primary medical certificate (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14754/13]

26/03/2013WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 512 and 513 together.
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While a Government Decision of 26th February, 2013, ended the Motorised Transport Grant 
Scheme, applications received by the Health Service Executive (HSE) prior to that date will 
be processed and if found qualified after assessment, the grant will be paid.  The Motorised 
Transport Grant is a means-tested HSE payment for people with disabilities who are 17 years 
or older and who need to buy a car in order to retain employment.  There is no provision under 
the guidelines for Motorised Transport Grant for the circumstances outlined by the Deputy.

The Revenue Commissioners operate a Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme, 
whereby a family member of a disabled passenger can qualify for tax relief linked to the pur-
chase of vehicles, provided he/she is living with and is responsible for the transport of the dis-
abled person in question; has acquired the vehicle for that purpose and the disabled passenger is 
the holder of a Primary Medical Certificate.  Applications for Primary Medical Certificates are 
processed by the Health Service Executive, through local health offices.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who require 
transport supports from the State and is also conscious of the position of the Ombudsman that 
the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant schemes are illegal in the context of 
the Equal Status Acts.  Following detailed consideration of issues involved with Cabinet col-
leagues, the Government decided on 26th February that it is no longer possible to allow the two 
schemes to continue as they presently operate and to devise an alternative solution for meeting 
people’s needs. 

A special review group, which is independently chaired, has been established to seek an al-
ternative method to provide for the priority transport needs of people with a disability in a man-
ner that does not run counter to the Equal Status Acts.  Following the initial phase of the group’s 
work, which will concentrate on issues around Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport 
Grant, a key concentration of the group will be to look at opportunities for the enhancement of 
the transport options provided to the relevant persons in need.  As part of the review, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) will examine the circumstances of all those currently benefiting from 
the schemes to ensure the identified solutions will encompass their priority mobility needs.  In 
addition, the Minister for Health has instructed the HSE to contact each individual in receipt of 
the payments to notify them of this decision.

In advance of the establishment of the Project Group,  Department of Health officials met 
with representatives of the National Federation of Voluntary Bodies, the Disability Federation 
of Ireland and the Irish Wheelchair Association at my request.  In addition, membership of the 
Project Group is drawn from both the statutory and non-statutory sectors.  The work of the 
Project Group is being supported by the National Disability Authority and includes representa-
tives from the Irish Wheelchair Association, the Disability Federation of Ireland, the Centre 
for Independent Living, an independent service user and advocate for people with disabilities 
and a retired County Council Manager with relevant experience.  Both Minister Reilly and 
myself have instructed the Project Group to seek solutions across the whole of Government, so 
that alongside representatives from the Department of Health and the HSE, membership also 
includes representatives from Pobal and from the Departments of Transport, Tourism & Sport, 
Environment, Community and Local Government, Social Protection and Finance.   

The Project Group has already met three times and their next meeting is scheduled for 16th 
April.  The Government decision includes a requirement that the results of the review will be 
presented to the Government before any final decisions are made on future arrangements.  The 
funding involved in the two schemes (€10.6 million) remains committed to meeting the priority 
transport needs of people with a disability.
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26/03/2013WRAA03250Home Help Service Provision

26/03/2013WRAA03300514. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of the number of home help hours delivered in Co.Kerry in 2010, 2011, 2012 and the number 
that will be delivered in 2013. [14758/13]

26/03/2013WRAA03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

           Question No. 515 withdrawn.

26/03/2013WRBB00150Medicinal Products Availability

26/03/2013WRBB00200516. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will increase custom and ex-
ercise supervision of commercial packaging operators, in order to deal with the explosion of 
prescription drugs being ordered on-line and delivered within a 24 hour period. [14779/13]

26/03/2013WRBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Revenue Com-
missioner’s Customs Service and the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) have shared competency in 
relation to the prevention and detection at importation of illicit medicines.  In addition the IMB 
and the Customs Service have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and under this MOU 
both organisations work closely to detain and prohibit prescription medicines purchased online 
from being imported.

IMB and the Customs Service deploy operational resources in a targeted and risk-based 
manner and as a result of specific intelligence.  These approaches are reviewed and adjusted 
based on analysis and evaluation of national and international seizure trends, traffic frequency, 
routes and other risk indicators. 

Revenue’s Customs Service also have Memoranda of Understanding with a number of ex-
press mail courier service providers and work very closely with these companies, IMB and the 
Gardaí to combat the importation of illicit medicines.  

In September 2012 the IMB, Revenue Customs Services and An Garda Síochána took part 
in an international week long operation ‘Pangea V’ which led to the detention of capsules and 
tablets with an estimated value in excess of €375,000.

In addition the Customs Service has provided the following statistics of medicines seizures 
for the years 2009 to 2012: 

Year Illicit Medicinal Tablets Litres of Medicines 
2009  712,282  4.59 
2010 1,248,031  0.6
2011 1,258,580 5.7
2012 1,183,162  210.7

26/03/2013WRBB00350National Children’s Hospital Status

26/03/2013WRBB00400517. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the projected costs associ-
ated with the building of a new children’s hospital and the way it will be funded. [14781/13]
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26/03/2013WRBB00500520. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when a new design for the 
National Children’s Hospital will be completed and published. [14784/13]

26/03/2013WRBB00600521. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the indicative time frame 
for the planning and building of the new National Children’s Hospital. [14785/13]

26/03/2013WRBB00700523. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the work being undertaken 
since St James’s Hospital site was chosen as a location to develop a National Children’s Hospi-
tal on 6 November 2012 [14787/13]

26/03/2013WRBB00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 517, 520, 
521 and 523 together.

The decision to locate the new children’s hospital on the St James’s campus was announced 
on 6 November 2012.  Co-location, and ultimately tri-location with a maternity hospital, on the 
St James’s campus will support the provision of excellence in clinical care that our children 
deserve.  The new children’s hospital is a key commitment in the Programme for Government 
and the largest project within the current Capital Plan.  

Following the announcement of the Government’s decision, detailed consideration was 
given to the project management structures and governance arrangements required to enable 
delivery of the project as quickly as possible and to the highest quality.  It is my intention to 
restructure the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) so that it focuses on 
the core function of planning, designing, building and equipping the new hospital.  The mem-
bership of the restructured Board will align with this core function and include the necessary 
capital development expertise.  As the terms of office of the majority of Board members expired 
on 5 December I have appointed senior representatives from my Department and the HSE as an 
interim measure pending the required legislation, with the aim of ensuring effective governance 
and decision-making for the project during this transitional phase. 

At this important initial stage it is crucial that the project continues without delay.  Work has 
been progressing in relation to the site and site preparation, representatives of  the HSE and St. 
James’s Hospital  are meeting regularly to progress plans for the necessary enabling and decant 
work and that a joint team has been put in place to progress this critical early stage work with 
a robust timetable.  A review of urgent care centre(s) configuration is underway; the Dolphin 
report concluded that the existing plan for the Ambulatory and Urgent Care Centre in Tallaght 
would need to be revisited in light of any decision about the location of the new children’s hos-
pital.  This review is expected to be complete within the coming weeks; this will be a key deci-
sion, the outcome of which will  be a core factor in finalising the scale of the facilities required 
on the St James’s campus and informing the design.  While much of the work that has been 
done for the project in its previous location on the Mater site is transferable to the new site, a 
new design for the new site is required and in this regard a priority now  for the NPHDB is the 
procurement of a new design team.

In relation to costs, the totality of the costs for the project in its new location will be de-
termined as part of the updated business case to be finalised by the NPHDB. Funding for the 
project is secure in the Capital Plan, while it is intended that a proportion of the funding will 
come from a number of sources, e.g. education and research bodies, research foundations, com-
mercial enterprises, philanthropy and other sources.  In addition, up to €200m can be made 
available from the sale of the National Lottery.

The timelines for delivery of this extremely large and complex capital project will require 
to be established, examined and kept under continuous review by those charged with project 
delivery.  This Government regards the building of the hospital as a priority and no effort will 
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be spared in expediting its completion.

26/03/2013WRBB00850National Children’s Hospital Status

26/03/2013WRBB00900518. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when legislation regard-
ing the new National Children’s Hospital at St James’s Hospital Dublin will be produced. 
[14782/13]

26/03/2013WRBB01000519. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when he will announce a 
new board, including new chair, for the development of the National Children’s Hospital at the 
St James’s Hospital site in Dublin. [14783/13]

26/03/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 518 and 519 
together.

The decision to locate the new children’s hospital on the campus of St James’s Hospital was 
announced on 6 November 2012.  Co-location, and ultimately tri-location with a maternity hos-
pital, with St James’s will support the provision of excellence in clinical care that our children 
deserve. 

Following the announcement of the Government’s decision, I gave detailed consideration to 
the project management structures and governance arrangements required to enable delivery of 
the project as quickly as possible and to the highest quality and it is my intention to restructure 
the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board so that it focuses solely on the capital 
project.  The membership of the restructured Board will align with this core function and hence 
include the necessary skills, experience and expertise in complex healthcare capital projects.  
The restructuring of the Board will require primary legislation and work is ongoing in relation 
to the preparation of heads of a Bill in this regard.  In parallel, consideration is being given to 
the appointment of Board members with the required competencies.

Pending the necessary changes, it is crucial that the project continues without delay during 
this transitional phase.  As the terms of office of the majority of Board members expired on 
5 December, I have therefore appointed senior representatives from my Department and the 
HSE to the Board as an interim measure aimed at ensuring effective governance and decision-
making for the project.  

This Government’s priority is to ensure that the project proceeds securely to completion as 
quickly as possible and with optimal results.  I am confident that the project management and 
governance structures now being put in place will enable the fastest possible delivery of this 
key infrastructure for children’s hospital services.

Questions Nos. 520 and 521 answered with Question No. 517.

26/03/2013WRBB01350Hospital Accommodation Provision

26/03/2013WRBB01400522. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the construction and de-
velopment works that are being carried out on Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin and 
Temple Street Children’s Hospital, Dublin that are ongoing, planned or have been completed 
for each hospital in the past five years and the cost of each of these capital projects. [14786/13]

26/03/2013WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Delivery of healthcare infrastructure is a 
service issue.  Therefore your question has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
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direct reply.

Question No. 523 answered with Question No. 517.

26/03/2013WRBB01650National Children’s Hospital Status

26/03/2013WRBB01700524. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health what is planned for the 
staff and the sites of Tallaght’s Children’s Hospital and Temple Street Children’s Hospital, 
Dublin [14788/13]

26/03/2013WRBB01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I take it that the Deputy is referring to the 
plans for staff and sites in the context of the new children’s hospital project.  The new hospi-
tal, when built, will bring together the three existing Dublin paediatric hospitals (Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital Crumlin, Children’s University Hospital Temple Street and the paediatric 
service at Tallaght Hospital, formerly the National Children’s Hospital) as one entity.  All ser-
vices at the three existing children’s hospitals in Dublin, and accordingly staff, will transfer to 
the new hospital (and to the proposed Ambulatory and Urgent Care Centre(s) when built).  In 
regard to the existing facilities and the sites on which they are located, no decisions have yet 
been made in relation to these.

26/03/2013WRBB01850Home Care Packages

26/03/2013WRBB01900525. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health the reason persons (details 
supplied) in County Leitrim have been assessed by the Health Service Executive West as re-
quiring home care packages but have been informed by HSE West that they do not have the re-
sources to provide the service required and have added the names of the two persons concerned 
to a home care package waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14797/13]

26/03/2013WRBB02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRBB02050Hospital Services

26/03/2013WRBB02100526. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide additional re-
sources to Tallaght Hospital to deal effectively with the recently reported difficulties with pa-
tient x-rays; if he has had contact with the board of Tallaght Hospital on the matter; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14799/13]

26/03/2013WRBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Radiology Department, with the Diag-
nostic Directorate and Executive Team at the hospital are taking a number of steps to address 
this issue, including additional clerical support in Radiology to assist with typing of tapes.  
While I have not been in contact with the Board of Tallaght Hospital on this matter, officials 
from my Department have engaged with the hospital regarding the action plan in place to ad-
dress the issue.  It is important to note that Tallaght Hospital has a documented clinical gover-
nance process in place for the radiologists (who report on the images).  They must ensure that 
any critical or urgent findings are brought immediately to the attention of the referring doctor 
and to the clerical staff who then transcribe and send the report immediately.  

In relation to the specific query from the Deputy regarding additional resources,  as this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in 
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this matter.

26/03/2013WRBB02250Health Services Provision

26/03/2013WRBB02300527. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding finan-
cial support from the Health Service Executive in respect of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14803/13]

26/03/2013WRBB02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has been asked 
to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRBB02450General Practitioner Services

26/03/2013WRBB02500528. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a payment for 
medical services; if he has had any meetings with the representative bodies regarding same; if 
any progress has been made to resolve this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14806/13]

26/03/2013WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The current Gen-
eral Medical Services (GMS) General Practitioner (GP) Capitation Contract was introduced in 
1989 and is based on a diagnosis and treatment model.  Section 11 of the current contract states 
as follows:

“The medical practitioner shall provide for eligible persons, on behalf of the relevant Health 
Board, all proper and necessary treatment of a kind usually undertaken by a general practitio-
ner and not requiring special skill or experience of a degree or kind which general practitioners 
cannot reasonably be expected to possess.  This will include such preventive and developmental 
services as are currently provided or may be developed in the new style of practice which this 
agreement facilitates, some of which services may be included on the list of special items of 
service for which specific payments shall be made. “

In circumstances where the taking of blood is necessary to either (a) assist in the process 
of diagnosing a patient or (b) monitor a diagnosed condition, General Practitioners (GPs) may 
not charge patients if they are eligible for free GMS services under the Health Act, 1970, as 
amended.  It is the contracted responsibility of GPs to provide proper and necessary treatment 
to eligible persons.  If part of that proper and necessary treatment includes routine phlebotomy, 
GPs must provide such services free of charge under the terms of their General Medical Ser-
vices (GMS) contract.

The HSE has written to GP contract holders and clarified the position in relation to phle-
botomy services and has also communicated its position to the Irish Medical Organisation.  The 
HSE is also continuing to advise eligible patients who believe they have been inappropriately 
charged by a GP for routine phlebotomy services, to seek a refund from the GP in question.

The monitoring and appropriate care of patients receiving anti-coagulation therapy with 
Warfarin comes within the scope of competence of general practice.  Warfarin testing is also 
available free of charge in hospitals.  Warfarin testing is carried out by some general practitio-
ners as a matter of course in their practices and I welcome this.  This provides their patients 
with an option of receiving this service locally in a primary care setting rather than attending an 
acute hospital for this service.

The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a new GMS GP contract 
with an increased emphasis on the management of chronic conditions, such as diabetes and 
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cardiovascular conditions.  It is envisaged that the new contract, when finalised, will focus on 
prevention and will include a requirement for GPs to provide care as part of integrated multi-
disciplinary Primary Care Teams. 

Officials in my Department are in consultation with the HSE with a view to drawing up a 
new contract.  I have recently had discussions with the IMO during which I outlined the Gov-
ernment’s policy in relation to free GP care and I intend to engage in further discussions with 
the IMO once that legislation is published.  The appropriate arrangements in relation to phlebot-
omy services and anti-coagulation therapy will be considered as part of the new GMS contract. 

26/03/2013WRBB02650Medical Card Applications

26/03/2013WRBB02700529. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 12 was refused a medical card [14834/13]

26/03/2013WRBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRBB02850Medical Card Applications

26/03/2013WRBB02900530. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the grounds on which a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 12 was refused a medical card [14835/13]

26/03/2013WRBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRBB03050Mental Health Services Provision

26/03/2013WRBB03100531. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will be provided with a child and adolescent mental health service appointment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14841/13]

26/03/2013WRBB03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRCC00150Health Service Staff

26/03/2013WRCC00200532. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the percentage of nurses 
that are women [14845/13]

26/03/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The number of nurses working in the public 
health service, as at 31 January 2013, is 34,736.49 (WTE).  Approximately 91% of these are 
female.

26/03/2013WRCC00350Health Service Inquiries

26/03/2013WRCC00400533. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health when the report into the death of a 
person (details supplied) is due; if the leaking of the draft report is being investigated; and if the 
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family have received a copy of the report [14849/13]

26/03/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive’s Investigation 
Team expects that the Report referred to by the Deputy will be completed shortly.  The Chair 
of the Investigation Team and his colleagues on the Team are continuing to work diligently to 
complete the report as soon as possible recognising the need to balance expedience with thor-
oughness.  The HSE has communicated with the solicitor of the next of kin regarding the exact 
date for provision of a copy of the report to his client.  The  HSE is undertaking an internal 
review of the leaking of the draft report.

26/03/2013WRCC00550Guthrie Cards Retention

26/03/2013WRCC00600534. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Health Service 
Executive not to destroy the bio-bank of Guthrie cards on or after 31 March in order that there 
can be proper discussion regarding same in a more informed way and if necessary to enact leg-
islation to save these cards [14850/13]

26/03/2013WRCC00700538. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will detail the steps that 
have been taken to notify those living abroad of the destruction of heel prick/Guthrie tests for 
those born between 1984 and 2002; if he is satisfied that due notification has been given both 
nationally and abroad; if he will ensure that any move to destroy these tests is postponed until 
due notification is given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14881/13]

26/03/2013WRCC00800557. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the current position in rela-
tion to the retention/destruction of newborn screening card blood samples, also known as Guth-
rie cards; if he will acknowledge the important genetic information provided by these cards to 
obtain genetic diagnosis and detect cardiac conditions; if the issue could be dealt with in the up-
coming Human Tissue Bill so that both data protection requirements and the protection of blood 
samples can be taken into account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14982/13]

26/03/2013WRCC00900565. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health his views on the database of 
Guthrie cards and on its availability for usage by the Health Service Executive as a resource for 
supporting health service delivery into the future [15074/13]

26/03/2013WRCC01000574. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will consider introducing 
legislation to allow for the preservation of important medical data in view of the decision to de-
stroy all Guthrie screening cards between 1984 and 2002 under the national newborn bloodspot 
screening programme, containing potentially valuable biomedical data for rare genetic diseas-
es; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15141/13]

26/03/2013WRCC01100575. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health his plans to reverse the deci-
sion to destroy all Guthrie screening cards between 1984 to 2002 under the national newborn 
bloodspot screening programme in view of the volume of potentially valuable biomedical data 
for rare genetic diseases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15142/13]

26/03/2013WRCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 534, 538, 
557, 565, 574 and 575 together.

I have requested that the HSE hold off on the destruction of the (so called) Guthrie Cards, 
cards which contain blood samples from children born in Ireland dating back to 1984. I have 
asked for the delay amid concern over the effectiveness of a communication campaign to alert 
the general public to the issue.  I have asked that the delay give time for an expert group to 
consider the matter further.
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The newborn screening cards taken between 1984 and 2002 were retained without the in-
formed consent of the parents or guardians of the children. There is no written consent from 
parents for the retention or use of these newborn screening cards taken between 1984 and 2002 
for research, or other, purposes.

The Data Protection Commissioner had ruled that the cards should be destroyed by the HSE 
to comply with a ruling from the Data Protection Commissioner that the indefinite retention of 
newborn screening cards breached the Data Protection Acts 1998 and 2003. 

The HSE has been running a campaign to allow parents of children born between 1984 and 
2002 who wish to donate their child’s newborn screening card for research to have the card 
returned to them. They can then donate them for research purposes.

It was intended that the retrieval procedure will begin after the ending of the campaign but 
public awareness appears to be low. The length of time it could take for retrieval will depend on 
how many cards have to be returned, however no material will be destroyed before all requests 
have been processed.

In the wake of mounting concern from a range respected bodies about the potential value 
into the future of the loss of the material, and in the context of low public awareness of the is-
sue, I have requested that no destruction of the cards begins before an expert group has had an 
opportunity to consider the matter further.

I have requested the group, which will involve representatives from the Attorney General’s 
Office, consider if a method can be found to archive the material in a manner that satisfies the 
concerns of the Data Protection Commissioner.

26/03/2013WRCC01250Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRCC01300535. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when an otolaryngology appoint-
ment will be available in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14856/13]

26/03/2013WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRCC01450Homeless Persons Supports

26/03/2013WRCC01500536. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the residential accom-
modation and services provided by the Health Service Executive in Dublin 1 and Dublin 7; 
the staffing levels; the type of accommodation and services; the numbers availing of the ac-
commodation and service; and if there are similar statistics available for other areas in Dublin 
[14861/13]

26/03/2013WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Environment, Communi-
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ty and Local Government and local authorities have statutory responsibility for the provision of 
homelessness services in Ireland in line with the National Homeless Strategy, ‘The Way Home 
2008-2013’ and  ‘Pathway to Home’. 

Local authorities identify and address the level of need through a range of community based 
accommodation options and related housing supports, and the HSE and its partner agencies ar-
range health and personal social care supports appropriate to the individual service user’s needs 
within this structure.

The allocation of the HSE’s homeless budget comes within the remit of the HSE and is 
allocated based on identified needs in line with the overall financial constraints that the HSE 
operates within.

Residential accommodation and services provided by the HSE in Dublin 1 and Dublin 7 
also relate to mental health and addiction services.

In line with the agreed Programme for Government, this Government has prioritised the 
reform of our mental health services, and is committed in particular to the delivery of more 
and better quality care in the community as envisaged in ‘A Vision for Change  ’.  With regard 
to residential services, a great deal of progress has been made with the accelerated closure of 
old psychiatric hospitals and their replacement with bespoke new facilities such as the Phoenix 
Care Centre, which was opened recently at the St. Brendan’s Campus, Grangegorman in the 
Dublin 7 area.

In relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy, as this is a service issue it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRCC01650Home Care Packages

26/03/2013WRCC01700537. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a home 
care package is approved in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14871/13]

26/03/2013WRCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 538 answered with Question No. 534.

26/03/2013WRCC01950Medical Card Numbers

26/03/2013WRCC02000539. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the number of members of an 
Garda Síochána that currently have a medical card; the estimated cost of this to the Exchequer; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14884/13]

26/03/2013WRCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRCC02150Disability Support Service

26/03/2013WRCC02200540. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter regarding 
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services providers (details supplied); if he will confirm that the agreed cut to the core disability 
budget will be applied consistently and without variation across all service providers here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14890/13]

26/03/2013WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Gov-
ernment currently provides funding of over €1.5 billion to the Disability Services Programme 
through the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013, and is committed to protecting frontline 
services for people with disabilities to the greatest possible extent. 

The Minister for Health is working to ensure that protection is afforded to the disability sec-
tor, and the Social Care area as a whole. 

In 2013 the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2012,  by providing the following spe-
cialist disability services:

- residential services to over 9,000 people with a disability;

- day services to over 22,000 people with intellectual and physical disabilities;

- respite residential support for over 7,500 people with intellectual and physical disabili-
ties;

- 1.68m hours of Personal Assistant / Home Support Hours.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRCC02350Nursing Homes Support Scheme

26/03/2013WRCC02400541. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide financial as-
sistance to a home (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14899/13]

26/03/2013WRCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Financial sup-
port for long-term nursing home care is provided under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. 
The Scheme provides support to individuals, not to nursing homes. In order to be an approved 
nursing home for the purposes of the Scheme all private nursing homes, and voluntary nursing 
homes which previously received funding for long-term residential care under section 39 of the 
Health Act 2004, must negotiate and agree a price for the cost of long-term nursing home care 
with the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF).  This is necessary due to the commitment 
by the State to meet the full balance of the cost of care over and above individuals’ contribu-
tions.

The NTPF is independent in the performance of this function and, in carrying it out, it must 
ensure value for money for both the individual and the State. The NTPF negotiates with each 
nursing home individually and may examine the records and accounts of nursing homes as part 
of the process.  

Finally, the Scheme only applies to long-term nursing home care. Nursing homes, including 
the one referred to by the Deputy, can have separate agreements with the HSE for the provision 
of other services, e.g. day care, respite and convalescence.
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26/03/2013WRCC02550Health Services Expenditure

26/03/2013WRCC02600542. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos 612 and 570 of 12 March 2013, the reason the medicine olanzapine costs consumers 
€166 in this State compared with €9 in Northern Ireland. [14915/13]

26/03/2013WRCC02700543. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos 612 and 570 of 12 March 2013, the reason the medicine atorvastatin costs consumers 
€33.77 in this State compared with €2.87 in Northern Ireland [14916/13]

26/03/2013WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 542 and 543 together.

 The prices of drugs vary between countries for a number of reasons, including different 
prices set by manufacturers, different wholesale and pharmacy mark-ups, different dispensing 
fees and different rates of VAT. In recent years, a number of changes to the pricing and reim-
bursement system have been successfully introduced in Ireland. These have resulted in reduc-
tions in the prices of thousands of medicines.

Following intensive negotiations involving the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association 
(IPHA), the HSE and the Department of Health, a major new deal on the cost of drugs in the 
State was concluded in October last.  It will deliver a number of important benefits, including

- significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs,

- a lowering of the drugs bill to the State,

- timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain conditions, and

- reducing the cost base of the health system into the future.

The gross savings arising from this deal will be in excess of €400m over 3 years. €210 mil-
lion from the gross savings will make available new drugs to patients over 3 years. Thus, the 
deal will result in a net reduction in the HSE expenditure on drugs of about €190m.

The Department and the HSE have successfully finalised discussions with the Association 
of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers in Ireland (APMI), which represents the generic industry, on 
a new agreement to deliver further savings in the cost of generic drugs. Under this Agreement, 
from 1 November 2012, the HSE will only reimburse generic products which have been priced 
at 50% or less of the initial price of an originator medicine. In the event that an originator 
medicine is priced at less than 50% of its initial price the HSE will require a generic price to be 
priced below the originator price. This represents a significant structural change in generic drug 
pricing and should lead to an increase in the generic prescribing rate.

It is estimated that the combined gross savings from the IPHA and APMI deals will be in 
excess of €120 million in 2013.

The IPHA agreement provides that prices are referenced to the currency adjusted average 
price to wholesaler in the nominated EU member states in which the medicine is then avail-
able.  The prices of a range of medicines were reduced on 1 January 2013 in accordance with 
the agreement.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, which was passed at Commit-
tee Stage on the 19th of March, provides for the introduction of a system of generic substitution 
and reference pricing. The Bill provides that when the HSE is setting a reference price for, or 
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reviewing a reference price set for, a relevant group of interchangeable medicinal products it 
shall take into account the following criteria:

- the ability of suppliers to meet patient demand for the relevant item;

- the value for money afforded by the relevant item;

- the equivalent prices of the relevant item in all other Member States where the product 
is marketed;

- the prices of therapeutically similar items; and

- the resources available to the HSE.

It is important to balance achieving best value for money for the taxpayer with assuring 
continuity of supply for critical medical products, particularly in a small market like Ireland. 
Consequently, the Bill aims to achieve value for money while avoiding disruption in the avail-
ability of medicines on the Irish market. This legislation will promote price competition among 
suppliers and ensure that lower prices are paid for these medicines resulting in further savings 
for both taxpayers and patients.

Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

26/03/2013WRCC02900544. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an explana-
tion as to the reason a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22 had their primary medical certifi-
cate withdrawn by the Health Service Executive despite their medical condition deteriorating 
and medical evidence to provide this deterioration being provided to the HSE [14921/13]

26/03/2013WRCC03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Services

26/03/2013WRCC03100545. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the poition regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14937/13]

26/03/2013WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

26/03/2013WRCC03250Primary Care Centres Provision

26/03/2013WRCC03300546. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update 
on the current position with regard to the proposed provision of a Health Service Executive 
primary care centre (details supplied) in County Dublin. [14938/13]

26/03/2013WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Delivery of health 
care infrastructure is a service matter.  Therefore your question has been referred to the HSE 
for direct reply.
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26/03/2013WRCC03450Pension Provisions

26/03/2013WRCC03500547. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the reason a staff member of 
the Health Service Executive from County Sligo who is due to retire at 65 cannot receive their 
pension until the age of 66; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14941/13]

26/03/2013WRCC03600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRCC03650Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRCC03700548. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare will receive a date for a scan in Tallaght General Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14944/13]

26/03/2013WRCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRDD00038Health Services Access

26/03/2013WRDD00100549. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the reason the ante natal clinics in 
Dundalk and Navan are being discontinued; if he is concerned about the impact of these chang-
es on disadvantaged women and those who do not have access to frequent public transport; if 
he is satisfied that the decision is in keeping with Health Service Executive service plan com-
mitments to local access to safe and high quality essential ante natal services; if the decision can 
be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14945/13]

26/03/2013WRDD00200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRDD00250Tobacco Control Measures

26/03/2013WRDD00300550. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the percentage of the 2000 plus 
respondents to the consultation on a proposal for an EU Directive on the Tobacco Products Di-
rective that were for or against the changes proposed by the EU Directive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14946/13]

26/03/2013WRDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The analysis of submissions received ars-
ing from the public consultation for the Tobacco Products Directive is not yet complete.  Ap-
proximately 6,500 submissions were received with over 6,000 of these in the form of printed 
postcards from the retail sector.
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26/03/2013WRDD00450Medical Card Applications

26/03/2013WRDD00500551. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the medical assessors who 
assess the medical aspect of medical card applications are qualified doctors; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14947/13]

26/03/2013WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRDD00650Medical Card Eligibility

26/03/2013WRDD00700552. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the eligibility criteria for medical 
cards for those persons who have worked both in this State and another EU Member State, and 
who are in receipt of a non-social welfare pension (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14959/13]

26/03/2013WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on 
residency and means.  Any person who is ordinarily resident in Ireland is entitled to either full 
eligibility (medical card holder) or limited eligibility (all others) for health services.  

Determination of eligibility for a medical card is the responsibility of the HSE.  Medical 
cards are provided to persons who are, in the opinion of the HSE, unable to provide practitioner, 
medical and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hardship.  

Under the provisions of EU Regulations, a person may also be granted a Medical Card un-
der the Regulations if; the applicant is living in Ireland and receiving a social security payment 
from another European Union /European Economic Area (EU/EEA) country or Switzerland 
and is not getting an Irish social welfare payment (apart from Child Benefit or Early Childcare 
Supplement) - such applicant must not be liable to contribute to the Irish Social Welfare Sys-
tem, (i.e. PRSI); the applicant is living in Ireland and working in another EU/EEA country or 
Switzerland and is liable to pay Social Insurance Contributions in that country; the applicant is 
living in Ireland and is the dependent spouse or child of someone employed in another EU/EEA 
country and Switzerland.  The applicant must not be getting an Irish Social Welfare Payment 
apart from Child Benefit or Early Childcare Supplement and must not be liable to contribute to 
the Irish social welfare system.

26/03/2013WRDD00850Medical Card Applications

26/03/2013WRDD00900553. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14963/13]

26/03/2013WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRDD01050Water Fluoridation

26/03/2013WRDD01100554. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he is giving consideration 
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to ending the practice of artificially fluoridating our national water supplies; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14966/13]

26/03/2013WRDD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Water fluoridation 
and the use of appropriate fluorides is a major plank of public health policy in Ireland in the 
prevention and management of tooth decay.  In 2002 the Forum on Fluoridation, which was 
established to review this policy, concluded that the fluoridation of public piped water supplies 
should continue as a public health measure.  The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, 
established in 2004, monitors new and emerging issues on fluoride and its effects.  It advises 
that the balance of scientific evidence worldwide confirms that water fluoridation, at the optimal 
level, does not cause any ill effects and is the safest and most cost effective method of protect-
ing the oral health of the population.  The opinion of the Expert Body is supported by the World 
Health Organisation; the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, the Public Health Service 
and the Surgeon General of the United States; the World Dental Federation; the International 
Association for Dental Research; the Royal College of Physicians of England and by major 
international scientifically validated reviews in many countries.  The effects of fluoridation on 
health and related matters are kept under constant review.

26/03/2013WRDD01250Respite Care Services

26/03/2013WRDD01300555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if, in the context of deter-
mination of eligibility for respite care/home help in respect of their child in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Offaly, consideration will be given on the basis of their residency 
within the administrative area of County Kildare as opposed to their postal address for this area 
of County Kildare; if provision can be made to ensure that investigation into their entitlement 
proceeds forthwith; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14972/13]

26/03/2013WRDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

26/03/2013WRDD01450Hospital Services

26/03/2013WRDD01500556. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 567 of 5 March 2013, if he will provide the names of hospitals that referred 13 sub-
arachnoid haemorrhage patients who were not admitted for emergency neurosurgical treatment 
in the Neurosurgical Centre, Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, from April 2012 to June 2012; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14976/13]

26/03/2013WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, with 
the names of the hospitals concerned.

  Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 534.

26/03/2013WRDD01750Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRDD01800558. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the number of oncology pa-
tients in Mayo General Hospital on average for each week over the past year that have been left 
awaiting an oncology bed at their nearest Cancer Centre of Excellence at University Hospital 



26 March 2013

899

Galway; the reason for this delay; if he will direct immediate action to address the problem; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14984/13]

26/03/2013WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRDD01925Vaccination Programme

26/03/2013WRDD02000559. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if a package of supports for 
children who suffer from unique narcolepsy disorder is being submitted to the interested De-
partments for comment and approval; if the package has been prevented from being enacted by 
the office of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14985/13]

26/03/2013WRDD02100560. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if he is still committed to 
making a range of supports available for children who suffer from unique narcolepsy disorder; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14986/13]

26/03/2013WRDD02200561. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the number of the children 
and young adults suffering from narcolepsy caused by the pandemrix vaccine that he has met; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14987/13]

26/03/2013WRDD02300562. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health if he will agree to meet with 
representatives of the SOUND advocacy within the next three months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14988/13]

26/03/2013WRDD02400563. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the lack of 
progress of the report to him containing the list of necessary supports for the children and young 
adults suffering from narcolepsy caused by the pandemrix vaccine; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14989/13]

26/03/2013WRDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 559 to 563, 
inclusive, together.

Both myself and officials from my Department, the Health Service Executive and the De-
partment of Education and Skills have met with SOUND, the advocacy group for those diag-
nosed with narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination, on a number of occasions, to address 
their concerns and to outline the services available.  My priority is to ensure that children/ado-
lescents affected by narcolepsy, with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided 
with a range of services and supports to meet their health needs.  

The Health Service Executive has responsibility for health service delivery and at my re-
quest the HSE developed a range of appropriate services and supports to address the needs 
of this group.  Together, the HSE and the Department of Education and Skills provide a very 
comprehensive range of services and supports to those affected.  These supports and services 
include access to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, temporary medical cards and reim-
bursement of expenses incurred.  This includes expenses for counselling services for individu-
als and also for families of children affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination,  in 
cases where such services are not already available through the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assess-
ments which allow for the appropriate individualised health and educational supports to be put 
in place are ongoing.  The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is also engaging 
with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents of children concerned to identify and 
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provide educational supports for the children and adolescents affected.

The HSE’s advocacy unit is in regular contact with the support group SOUND and last met 
representatives of the group on 28 February 2013.  Through regional co-ordinators, the HSE 
also has frequent contact with individual members of SOUND and recently held an information 
day to ensure those affected were fully aware of all of the the services available.  

My Department is considering all possible supports which may need to be put in place for 
those affected by Narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.  My Department is consider-
ing all other possible supports which may need to be put in place for those affected.  Any such 
supports require my approval and the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form.  My officials are engaged with relevant Departments to progress this issue.  I would like 
to assure the Deputy that this matter continues to be a priority for my Department.  A further 
meeting with representatives from the support group will be arranged when the matter has been 
concluded.

26/03/2013WRDD02550Hospital Charges

26/03/2013WRDD02600564. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if it is correct that a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork who, in emergency, availed of private treatment for hip re-
placement may not now avail of the public system to treat the second hip; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15068/13]

26/03/2013WRDD02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Section 55 of the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides for the charging of private in-patients.  An essential 
element of the eligibility arrangements is that the public or private status of a patient must be 
specified on admission to hospital.  Where a patient elects to be treated privately by a consultant 
the hospital must treat that patient as a private patient.  Persons who opt to be private on admis-
sion to hospital are liable for the fees of all consultants involved in his or her care and for such 
charges under section 55 for that episode of care.

Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 534.

26/03/2013WREE00150Animal Experimentation

26/03/2013WREE00200566. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 636 of 12 March 2013, which does not include a reference to any specific 
enforcement activities undertaken by the Irish Medicines Board or his Department to ensure 
compliance with the EU marketing ban on animal tested cosmetics, the number of cosmetic 
products that have been surveyed by the IMB in conjunction with Environmental Health Ser-
vices to ensure their compliance with cosmetics regulations, in particular the prohibitions on the 
marketing of animal tested cosmetics in regulation 9 of S.I. No. 870 of 2004, since 11 March 
2009; the number of reports of EU cosmetics surveillance programmes that have been brought 
to the Government or IMBs attention since 11 March 2009; the number of cosmetics products 
to which they refer; if he will describe the detailed protocol for any active surveillance pro-
grammes to be performed by the IMB or in conjunction with other agencies to ensure compli-
ance with the full marketing ban on animal tested cosmetics that came into force on 11 March 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15084/13]

26/03/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The European 
Communities (Cosmetic Products) (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 440 of 2010) 
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nominated the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) as competent authority for cosmetics on 1 October 
2010. Since then 292 separate cosmetic products have been surveyed by the IMB in conjunction 
with the HSE, Environmental Health Services. There have been no incidences of breaches of 
the animal testing ban detected.

Since the IMB assumed the role as competent authority for cosmetics on 1 October 2010, 
354 cosmetic products have been brought to the attention of the IMB from EU surveillance 
reports and there have been no reported instances of breaches of the animal testing ban. The 
IMB, in conjunction with the EU Commission and other European Member States, takes a risk-
based approach with respect to enforcement of cosmetics legislation, including surveillance 
programmes, to ensure a high level of public safety.  As a notification system operates and there 
is no pre-approval of cosmetic products in Europe, the regulation of these products primarily 
involves post-marketing surveillance programmes which are both pro-active and reactive in 
nature.  There is a requirement for a Responsible Person to be designated for each cosmetic 
product placed on the European market and the Responsible Person must maintain a Product 
Information File (PIF) relating to each product. This PIF contains all information relating to 
testing and can be requested for review by the IMB both proactively, as part of a pre-planned 
surveillance programme, and reactively if there are grounds to suspect a non-compliance. 

The PIF must also contain the cosmetic product safety report as specified in Annex I of 
Regulation (EC) 1223/2009 on cosmetic products, this includes information on the toxicologi-
cal profile of the substance for all relevant toxicological endpoints and a clear identification of 
the source of the information. The IMB will be pro-actively reviewing PIFs over the next 12 
months for compliance with the implementation of the full animal testing ban as part of a pre-
planned surveillance programme. 

Prior to October 2010 the HSE, Environmental Health Services was responsible for enforce-
ment activities in relation to cosmetics and my Department has requested the Parliamentary 
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the statistic compiled for the period March 
2009 to October 2010 and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

26/03/2013WREE00350Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WREE00400567. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will immediately provide 
funding to clear the long orthotics waiting list in County Kerry; the way the waiting list time in 
County Kerry compares to other regions; the number of persons currently on the waiting lists; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15088/13]

26/03/2013WREE00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

HSE Expenditure

26/03/2013WREE00600568. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of each 
barrister who received payments from the Health Service Executive for legal services in 2010, 
2011 and 2012; and the amount each individual received for their services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15099/13]

26/03/2013WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): This matter has been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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26/03/2013WREE00750Cancer Incidence

26/03/2013WREE00800569. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the number of cases of breast 
cancer detected in each of the Health Service Executive regions for the past three years for 
which data is available. [15113/13]

26/03/2013WREE00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Cancer Registry is the statutory 
body with responsibility for, inter alia, the collection and analysis of information relating to the 
incidence of cancer in Ireland.  The data requested by the Deputy is presented in the table below 
and refers to female breast cancer.  Final data is available from 2008 – 2010.  Data for 2011 is 
provisional.  HSE region is determined on the basis of the patient’s area of residence.

Number of invasive female breast cancer cases diagnosed in Ireland, by HSE region of pa-
tient residence, 2008-2011

- Year Year Year Year
HSE Region 2008 2009 2010 2011
Dublin & Mid 
Leinster

760 759 785 777

Dublin & North 
East

515 595 535 428

South 829 710 757 759
West 698 699 624 709
Unknown 8 6 30 162
Total 2,810 2,769 2,731 2,835

26/03/2013WREE00950Cancer Incidence

26/03/2013WREE01000570. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Health the number of cases of all can-
cers detected in each of the Health Service Executive regions in the past three years for which 
data is available. [15114/13]

26/03/2013WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Cancer Registry is the statutory 
body with responsibility for, inter alia, the collection and analysis of information relating to 
the incidence of cancer in Ireland.  The data requested by the Deputy is presented in the table 
below.  Final data is available from 2008 – 2010. Data for 2011 is provisional.  HSE region is 
determined on the basis of the patient’s area of residence.

Number of invasive cancers diagnosed in Ireland by HSE region of patient residence, 
2008-2011

- Year Year Year Year
HSE Region 2008 2009 2010 2011
Dublin & Mid 
Leinster

7,317 7,581 7,614 7,688

Dublin & North 
East

5,137 5,344 5,556 4,819

South 6,863 7,319 7,478 7,666
West 6,366 6,613 6,957 7,007
Unknown 119 118 295 1,378



26 March 2013

903

- Year Year Year Year
Total 25,802 26,975 27,900 28,558
Number of invasive cancers (excluding non-melanoma skin) diagnosed in Ireland

- Year Year Year Year
HSE Region 2008 2009 2010 2011
Dublin & Mid 
Leinster

5,113 5,262 5,224 5,205

Dublin & North 
East

3,564 3,695 3,826 3,167

South 4,859 5,138 5,242 5,235
West 4,736 4,847 4,814 4,874
Unknown 76 71 232 1,031
Total 18,348 19,013 19,338 19,512

Mental Health Services Provision

26/03/2013WREE01200571. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will give an assurance 
that the existing use of Toghermore House, Tuam, County Galway, will be maintained for the 
foreseeable future. [15122/13]

26/03/2013WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The HSE, 
which has operational responsibility for this unit, recently commenced measures to address 
safety issues identified at the facility. The Executive has indicated that it will continue to work 
with relevant stakeholders, including medical staff, to ensure that the safety of residents re-
mains the primary concern.  Pending the outcome of a review of 24 hour residential facilities 
for East Galway Mental Health services generally, no decision has been taken in relation to the 
future use of the unit.

26/03/2013WREE01350Programme for Government Implementation

26/03/2013WREE01400572. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the way in which and when he 
intends to implement the Programme for Government commitment to create a primary care 
fund. [15123/13]

26/03/2013WREE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE’s Nation-
al Service Plan for 2013 sets out the funding allocations for this year by care group programme.  
It includes provision of €2,562 million in respect of the Primary Care Reimbursement Service 
and €400 million for Primary Care services.  This is an increase of 1.7% and 7.6% respectively 
on the 2012 figures.

During 2013, the Department of Health will work with the HSE and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform to develop Programme Based Budgeting in 2013 within the 
confines of the existing financial systems.  This will take place in advance of the Vote of the 
HSE being disestablished, with funding for the services being provided through the Vote of the 
Office of the Minister for Health with effect from January 2014.

Successful transformation of our health services requires a corresponding transformation 
of our funding model.  The first stage in transforming our funding model is to clarify funding 
streams through the creation of directorates and corresponding programme based budgets.   As 
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part of this process, a Primary Care Directorate is being established within the HSE.  This di-
rectorate will oversee the development and strengthening of primary care.  An announcement 
is expected very shortly on the appointment of the National Director of Primary Care, who will 
head up the Primary Care Directorate.

26/03/2013WREE01550Medical Card Eligibility

26/03/2013WREE01600573. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the person who took the deci-
sion and when to deny married or cohabiting medical card applicants with serious medical 
conditions the opportunity to apply for and be assessed for a medical card as an individual as 
had been the practice of the Health Service Executive up to very recently; when this change in 
policy was communicated to his office; the reason this change was not communicated to the 
public; if his attention has been drawn to the implications of this for highly vulnerable people; 
and the action he proposes to take to immediately restore this practice. [15124/13]

26/03/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The information 
sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  However, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to supply this information to me and I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Questions Nos. 574 and 575 answered with Question No. 534.

26/03/2013WREE01850Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WREE01900576. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the orthodontic treatment waiting list in the South East is currently dating back 
to August 2009; the reason for this delay; the efforts being made to address this backlog and the 
options available to patients who are waiting for treatment since 2009/2010 almost three years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15156/13]

26/03/2013WREE02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has com-
missioned an independent review of orthodontic services.  The outcome of this review will 
give guidance as to what changes will be desirable to provide the best possible model of care 
delivery, given the current resources available and future demand for services. Final actions of 
the review of orthodontic services are currently being completed. It is anticipated that a report 
for consideration by the HSE and the Department of Health will be ready by the end of the 2nd 
Quarter of 2013. The HSE has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy regarding the provi-
sion of orthodontic services in the South East.

Primary Care Centres Provision

26/03/2013WREE02100577. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will list the primary care 
centres contained within the two bundles announced as part of the national stimulus plan; the 
current status of each of these individual centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15157/13]

26/03/2013WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Of the 35 primary 
care centres announced under the infrastructure stimulus package in July 2012, approximately 
20 will be offered to the market subject to a) agreement between the local GPs and the HSE on 
active local GP involvement in the centres and b) site suitability and availability.   The HSE is 
currently analysing the available sites in each location and engaging with the GPs in each loca-
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tion to determine their interest in participating in the primary care centre development.   

The HSE is also engaging with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) as re-
quired to progress Primary Care Centre Public Private Partnership.  The NDFA as a centre of 
expertise will be responsible for the delivery of the Primary Care PPP programme on behalf of 
the HSE, including the management of the procurement phase and the provision of financial 
advice including a Value for Money assessment.   It has been reviewing the processes involved 
in procurement of PPP projects with a view to streamlining the process and delivering projects 
more quickly.  The preparatory work for the primary care centre project which precedes signing 
of any PPP agreements is well underway. 

While it is not possible, at this time, to give start and completion dates for any of the indi-
vidual 20 potential locations, the best estimate is that these primary care centres will be com-
pleted by late 2016.

26/03/2013WREE02250Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

26/03/2013WREE02300578. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the 
recent Neurorehabilitation Manifesto from the Neurological Alliance of Ireland in relation to 
the neurorehabilitation strategy and protection of funding to not for profit organisations that 
provide neurorehabiliatation supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15186/13]

26/03/2013WREE02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The aim of 
neuro-rehabilitation is to enable the person to achieve the highest possible level of indepen-
dence.  Desired outcomes range from a return to full independence in social and work situations 
to a person requiring long-term support and care but with a higher level of independence than in 
the absence of neuro-rehabilitation.  Current services available include acute hospital services; 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital; multi-disciplinary community services; long-term assist-
ed living supports; and rehabilitative training services.  These services are provided directly by 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory organisations.

The Department of Health and the HSE have developed and published the “National Policy 
and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services in Ireland 2011 - 2015”. In ad-
dition the HSE is developing its Rehabilitation Medicine Programme within the Clinical Strat-
egy and Programmes Directorate.  The Report is the overarching policy on neuro-rehabilitation 
services and  includes proposals for a framework for the future of neuro-rehabilitation services 
in Ireland and proposals on implementing the report including key elements such as: guiding 
principles; implementation structure; methodology for implementation; and information and 
communication.

The Report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to me-
dium term has to be on re-configuration of services, structures and resources and the enhance-
ment of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context. The Rehabilitation 
Medicine Programme has been working in collaboration with the National Disability Unit as 
part of an expert Working Group planning for the implementation of the Report. The key prior-
ity areas, as identified in the HSE’s National Operational Plan for 2013 are to: Map and develop 
Integrated Service Area level rehabilitation networks; and implement the model of care for 
rehabilitation services within the networks with a focus on community rehabilitation.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has incorporated key elements of the Report into 
its own Model of Care and adopted the Strategy’s recommendation of “hub and spoke” model 
for specialist rehabilitation services and is keen to progress with a comprehensive model for the 
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continuation of such service into the community.  With regard to funding agencies, this Gov-
ernment currently provides over €1.5 billion to the Disability Services Programme through the 
HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013. We are committed to protecting frontline services for 
people with disabilities, including neuro-rehabilitation services, to the greatest possible extent.  
The Minister for Health is working to ensure that protection is afforded to the disability sector 
and the Social Care area as a whole.  While the allocation for disability services in 2013 will 
be reduced by 1.2%, its share of the estimate reduction, the HSE is seeking to maximise the 
provision of services within available resources and to maintaining a consistent level to that 
provided in 2012.

26/03/2013WREE02450Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

26/03/2013WREE02500579. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason no action was taken 
by the Primary Care Reimbursement Service when evidence was submitted to them that the 
patient (details supplied) in County Sligo did not make a claim for which they reimbursed the 
pharmacy; and the assurances that can be given that this is not a regular occurrence [15196/13]

26/03/2013WREE02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): This matter has 
been fully investigated by the Primary Care Reimbursement Service of the HSE.

26/03/2013WREE02650Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

26/03/2013WREE02700580. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health when a suitable chair will be 
provided for a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15203/13]

26/03/2013WREE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

26/03/2013WREE02850HSE Expenditure

26/03/2013WREE02900581. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the Health Service Executive’s policy 
in relation to re-using or returning to the HSE stores, unused unopened medical, surgical or of-
fice supplies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15204/13]

26/03/2013WREE03000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): HSE Procurement is responsible for the stra-
tegic sourcing, purchasing, storage and distribution of products, goods and services to optimise 
efficiencies and achieve best value for money in the delivery of patient care.  As this is a service 
issue your question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.   

26/03/2013WREE03050Nursing Home Services

26/03/2013WREE03100582. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the present 
admissions policy for St. Mary’s Nursing Unit, Castleblayney, County Monaghan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15211/13]

26/03/2013WREE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
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service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRFF00150Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

26/03/2013WRFF00200583. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the reason the ArtAs-
sist Device is no longer available to patients living in counties Mayo and Galway; if access to 
this limb saving device is also denied elsewhere across the Health Service Executive regions; if 
he will take appropriate steps to restore early, if not immediate, access based on need; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15285/13]

26/03/2013WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy will 
be aware, there are many hundreds of new medical technologies and drugs that come on stream 
every year.  It is essential that the effectiveness of any new device or drug is fully reviewed to 
ensure it delivers improved outcomes for the patient and value for money for the state.  The Art 
Assist pump is currently being examined for its clinical efficacy and is being reviewed as part 
of the Clinical Programmes at a national level.  The HSE National Director for Quality, Safety 
and Risk is undertaking a full assessment of the efficacy of the Art Assist pump to establish not 
just its appropriateness but also the clinical benefit, if any, that it provides to patients.  Patients 
who are already receiving the treatment will continue to receive it whilst the review is ongoing. 
It is fair and reasonable to continue providing the Art Assist pumps to current clients until the 
review is completed. 

26/03/2013WRFF00350Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

26/03/2013WRFF00400584. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the reason bipolar affective 
disorder is not a qualifying medical illness for the long term illness card.; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15322/13]

26/03/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.  Under the Drug 
Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards the 
cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In addition, people who 
cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services for themselves 
and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment process, the Health 
Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.   
Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of general practice consultation.

26/03/2013WRFF00550Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

26/03/2013WRFF00600585. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a below the knee prosthe-
sis will be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [15323/13]

26/03/2013WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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26/03/2013WRFF00750Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRFF00800586. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1023 of 16 January 2013, the position regarding surgery in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kilkenny [15324/13]

26/03/2013WRFF00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRFF00950Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRFF01000587. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a hernia operation will be 
arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny. [15325/13]

26/03/2013WRFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/201WRFF01150Medical Card Applications

26/03/2013WRFF01200588. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15327/13]

26/03/2013WRFF01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

26/03/2013WRFF01350Home Help Service Provision

26/03/2013WRFF01400589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ad-
ditional home help hours in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15328/13]

26/03/2013WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRFF01550Health Services Staff Issues

26/03/2013WRFF01600590. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the dissat-
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isfaction of the staff in psychiatric services in the Killarney area, County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15334/13]

26/03/2013WRFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

26/03/2013WRFF01750Hospital Staff

26/03/2013WRFF01800591. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the cost to the State of 
engaging agency nursing staff in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; if he will provide a de-
tailed breakdown of the cots by hospital; the total number of positions filled by agency nurses 
in each of these years; if he will provide a list of the companies through which agency staff are 
sourced in each of these years and the amount paid to each in that time; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15345/13]

26/03/2013WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Subject to overall parameters set by Govern-
ment, the Health Service Executive has the responsibility for determining the composition of 
its staffing complement. In that regard, it is a matter for the Executive to recruit, manage and 
deploy its human resources to best meet the requirements of its Annual Service Plan for the 
delivery of health and personal social services to the public.  The Executive is the appropriate 
body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy.  My Department has requested the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a 
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

26/03/2013WRFF01950Hospital Staff

26/03/2013WRFF02000592. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when the post of paediat-
ric emergency medicine in Temple Street Hospital, Dublin 1, will be filled; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15346/13]

26/03/2013WRFF02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and bud-
getary targets.  The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.  This policy 
requires that by the end of 2013, the health service achieves a workforce of 98,955 whole time 
equivalents (WTEs).  However, the HSE can make staff appointments once it remains within its 
overall employment ceiling and has the financial resources to do so.  In relation to the particular 
query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRFF02125Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRFF02200593. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork to have an operation on 
their knee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15367/13]

26/03/2013WRFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRFF02350Hospital Waiting Lists

26/03/2013WRFF02400594. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork referred to the Orthopaedic unit at Cork University Hospital will get an appoint-
ment for treatment [15125/13]

26/03/2013WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

26/03/2013WRFF02550Road Maintenance

26/03/2013WRFF02600595. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider extending the date by which submissions can be made by local authorities to include 
extra roads to be considered under the funding provided for community involvement schemes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14812/13]

26/03/2013WRFF02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Local authorities 
were issued with a circular on 12th February this year inviting applications for funding under 
the Community Involvement Scheme with a deadline of 19th April 2013.  This timescale pro-
vides local authorities with over 9 weeks to compile their applications and submit them. Any 
extension to this deadline would impact on the assessment and subsequent allocations which in 
turn would impact on the ability of the local authorities to carry out any approved works by the 
end of this year.

26/03/2013WRFF02750Departmental Correspondence

26/03/2013WRFF02800596. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 231 of 31 January 2013, if he will arrange for his Depart-
ment to write to the person concerned as indicated in the reply. [14750/13]

26/03/2013WRFF02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
has been in communication on a number of occasions with this person’s solicitor in relation to 
the legal requirements for road haulage operators and licences, most recently by letter on 14 
March.

26/03/2013WRFF02950Search and Rescue Service

26/03/2013WRFF03000597. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
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of call outs and rescues by day and night that have been undertaken by the different search and 
rescue coastguard helicopters stationed around the country over the past five years [14755/13]

26/03/2013WRFF03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): According to Coast 
Guard records, the number of call-outs, by day and night, undertaken by the Irish Coast Guards’ 
Search and Rescue (SAR) helicopters by base are as follows:

2008

- Day Night Total
Dublin 74 13 87
Shannon 141 25 166
Waterford 61 14 75
Sligo 110 17 127

2009

- Day Night Total
Dublin 98 10 108
Shannon 131 16 147
Waterford 103 12 115
Sligo 117 19 136

2010

- Day Night Total
Dublin 87 5 92
Shannon 115 25 140
Waterford 106 20 126
Sligo 98 7 105

2011

- Day Night Total
Dublin 114 17 131
Shannon 164 23 187
Waterford 129 6 135
Sligo 112 12 124

2012

- Day Night Total
Dublin 111 10 121
Shannon 161 25 186
Waterford 85 12 97
Sligo 116 12 128
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26/03/2013WRFF03150Sports Capital Programme Applications

26/03/2013WRFF03200598. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to reopen the sports capital grant programme for 2013; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14776/13]

26/03/2013WRFF03300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.  

26/03/2013WRFF03350Tourism Promotion

26/03/2013WRFF03400599. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures introduced to the tourism industry since March 2011; if he believes these measures have 
had a positive impact on the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14866/13]

26/03/2013WRFF03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since March 2011 
the Government has implemented a range of measures to support the tourism industry.  VAT 
has been reduced to 9% on accommodation, restaurant and other services and this lower rate 
of VAT continues in 2013.  The Visa Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging 
markets to add Ireland to their trip when they are visiting the UK.  The halving of employers’ 
PRSI for those on modest wages has reduced the cost of employing people.  More recently the 
Government has confirmed that  the extended Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme 
(EIIS) and the new Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) initiatives will apply to tourism ac-
commodation. Tourism and coach operators in particular will also benefit from  the recently in-
troduced fuel rebate and small tourism businesses will also benefit from the higher VAT thresh-
old of €1.25 million. 

In 2013 the Government will spend almost €140m through its agencies to support the indus-
try, to market tourism at home and abroad and to support product development.  Fáilte Ireland 
also provides a range of business and training supports to tourism enterprises.

These measures put in place to support tourism helped to contribute to growth of almost 8% 
in visitor numbers in 2011 and, although visitor numbers only experienced marginal growth 
in 2012, figures released last week by the CSO showed that spending by visitors to Ireland in-
creased by 4.5% last year to €3.68 billion.  In addition, according to Fáilte Ireland, the numbers 
employed in the tourism and hospitality sectors in Ireland is now 185,000, up 5,000 on their 
previous estimate.  Finally, as the Deputy is aware, 2013 is the year of the Gathering and this 
initiative will provide further support for the industry this year as well as a legacy effect for 
future years.

26/03/2013WRGG00150Road Network

26/03/2013WRGG00200600. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will provide details of the amount of money spent by local authorities in 2011, 2012 and the 
expected spend in 2013 on the purchase of land to facilitate future road projects; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14885/13]

26/03/2013WRGG00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the implemen-
tation of road schemes and the arrangements in relation to individual landowners is a matter for 
the local authority concerned in the case of regional and local roads, I do not have this informa-
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tion.

In relation to national roads as this is a matter for the NRA/local authority concerned, I have 
referred the question to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t 
receive a reply within 10 working days. 

26/03/2013WRGG00350Atlantic Way

26/03/2013WRGG00400601. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the proposed Atlantic Way, County Mayo; if he will outline the proposed route of the Atlantic 
Way; the budget assigned to the Atlantic Way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14887/13]

26/03/2013WRGG00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an op-
erational matter for Fáilte Ireland. Accordingly I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
agency for further information and direct reply.  Please contact my private office if a reply is 
not received within ten working days.

26/03/2013WRGG00550Departmental Properties

26/03/2013WRGG00600602. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
value of all properties owned by CIÉ; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14897/13]

26/03/2013WRGG00700610. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
value of all properties and land owned by CIÉ; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15080/13]

26/03/2013WRGG00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 602 and 610 together.

This is a matter for CIE and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the Company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

26/03/2013WRGG00850Departmental Properties

26/03/2013WRGG00900603. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
value of all properties owned by the Dublin Airport Authority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14898/13]

26/03/2013WRGG01000611. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the total 
value of all properties and land owned by the Dublin Airport Authority; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15081/13]

26/03/2013WRGG01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 603 and 611 together.

The matters raised by the Deputy in relation to the value of properties and land owned by 
the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) fall within the operational responsibilities of the DAA and 
I have referred the questions to the company for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact 
my office if a reply has not been received within ten working days.
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26/03/2013WRGG01150Taxi Regulations

26/03/2013WRGG01200604. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if discretion 
will be allowed with the suitability case for taxis specifically in the case of prohibiting tinted 
windows (details supplied) [14919/13]

26/03/2013WRGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including vehicle 
standards, is a matter for the NTA under the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009. 

I answered a similar Question on the 12th of March relating to the person in question. I 
am informed by the NTA that it communicated a response on the 19th of March directly to the 
Deputy who raised that question on the 12th of March.

I understand that the NTA has stated that it not in a position to grant a derogation from the 
relevant standards.

26/03/2013WRGG01350Road Safety

26/03/2013WRGG01400605. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he will outline some of the measures contained within the road safety strategy that is 
due to be launched later this week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14926/13]

26/03/2013WRGG01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I will be launching 
the new Road Safety Strategy at the EU Presidency Road Transport Safety Conference on Seri-
ous Injuries on the 28th March 2013 in Dublin Castle.

The aim of the Strategy, like all previous, is to save lives and prevent injuries by reducing 
the number and severity of road collisions.  The Strategy, while not deflecting attention from 
road fatalities, will concentrate to a significant extent on serious injuries caused by road colli-
sions.

The Strategy, which covers an 8 year period from 2013 to 2020 contain 144 actions to be 
implemented over its lifetime.  The body responsible for each action together with a timeframe 
for implementation will be identified.

These actions reflect the priorities at EU level and the views put forward during the con-
sultation process on the Strategy.  These include work related vehicle safety, medical fitness 
to drive, drug driving, fatigue, using mobile phones while driving, vulnerable road users, road 
works, emergency response and care, data analysis and evaluation and post - collision investi-
gation. 

26/03/2013WRGG01550Road Maintenance

26/03/2013WRGG01600606. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will find out from the National Roads Authority the way they cleaned the N2 bypass in 2012 
and the number of times they intend to clean it in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14958/13]

26/03/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the NRA as requested.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive 
a reply within 10 working days.
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26/03/2013WRGG01750Driving Licence Issues

26/03/2013WRGG01800607. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a com-
pany has been granted the contract to process photographs for the new driving licences being 
rolled out this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14974/13]

26/03/2013WRGG01900612. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
outline the basis for there being only one photo capture system for the new driving licence; if 
his attention has been drawn to the impact this select system will have on the retail sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15093/13]

26/03/2013WRGG02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 607 and 612 together.

The Government decided in 2011 to centralise driver licence provision, following an ex-
amination of the options for driver licensing which found that a centralised system would offer 
enhanced security and consistency, and be more efficient and cost-effective.  The Road Safety 
Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides for the RSA to become the 
central driver licensing authority in Ireland.  This came into effect on 12 January 2013.

The new system involves three outsourced elements, a card production facility, a front of-
fice for engaging with the customer, and a back office to process applications.  All three are 
overseen by a ‘centre of excellence’ based in the RSA itself.  The card licence is standardised 
across the European Union and therefore there must be consistency in the quality and standard 
of information used.  The photograph is digital and is not stuck on to the card in the way it was 
on the old paper licence.  The capture of the photograph is included in the fee for the licence.  
As the system develops, the SAFE2 ID standard will be implemented, at which point the only 
option will be the digital photo taken at the Front Office Network.

There was no specific tender for photo capture.  I understand that this matter comes under 
the contract for the front office, which was recently awarded to SGS by the RSA.  The operation 
of the tender processes for the outsourced elements was a matter for the RSA and all contractors 
have now been procured.

26/03/2013WRGG02050Driving Licence Issues

26/03/2013WRGG02100608. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
was any consultation with stakeholders on the provision of passport photos, who previously 
provided photos for driving licences, before or during the rolling out of the new driving li-
cences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14975/13]

26/03/2013WRGG02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the provi-
sions of the Road Safety Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012, the new 
National Driver Licensing Service is operated by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  I have 
therefore referred this question to the RSA for direct answer, and I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a reply has not been received within ten days.

26/03/2013WRGG02250Post-registration Vehicle Modification

26/03/2013WRGG02300609. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details regarding the Consultation on Post Registration Vehicle Modifications conduct-
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ed by the Road Safety Authority; the effect he believes it will have on vintage car enthusiasts 
and the contribution they play in community activities and fundraising efforts; when the publi-
cation consultation opened for submissions; the closing date for submissions; the total number 
of submissions received within that time frame; if he will consider extending the submission 
period date so adequate time can be given to Irish Vintage Scene subscribers to make a thorough 
submission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15024/13]

26/03/2013WRGG02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The subject matter 
of this question is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and I have referred the ques-
tion to them for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my Office if a reply has not been 
received within ten days.

  Question No. 610 answered with Question No. 602.

  Question No. 611 answered with Question No. 603.

  Question No. 612 answered with Question No. 607.

26/03/2013WRGG02750Sports Funding

26/03/2013WRGG02800613. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide in tabular form a detailed breakdown of funding to the Olympic Council of Ireland for 
the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 by podium level, world class level, international level and 
junior development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15098/13]

26/03/2013WRGG02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Sports 
Council, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the 
promotion, development and coordination of sport, including the allocation of funding for the 
National Governing Bodies of Sport and for the High Performance programme.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the allocation of funding, I have referred it to the Irish 
Sports Council for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within 10 days.

26/03/2013WRGG02950Marine Accidents

26/03/2013WRGG03000614. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the way he proposes to cooperate with the request from the Northern Ireland Coroner (de-
tails supplied) to reinvestigate the sinking of the FV Strath Marie off Inishowen Head, County 
Donegal, on 14 March 2008 which resulted in the deaths of two brothers, Daniel and Francis 
McDaid. [15102/13]

26/03/2013WRGG03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under Section 8 
of the Merchant Shipping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act 2000, the Marine Casualty 
Investigation Board is established as being independent of the Minister in the performance of 
its functions and, in general, is independent of any other person or body whose interests could 
conflict with the functions of the Board.

Consequently, the issue raised by the Deputy regarding the Board attending an inquest in 
relation to a casualty investigation is a matter for the Board itself and it would be wholly inap-
propriate for me to comment on the matter.
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26/03/2013WRGG03150Tourism Promotion

26/03/2013WRGG03200615. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the Tourist Office in Cahir will open for the summer; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15118/13]

26/03/2013WRGG03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Fáilte Ireland and I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

26/03/2013WRGG03350Tourism Promotion

26/03/2013WRGG03400616. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for the development of a revolutionary heritage trail in Dublin; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [12991/13]

26/03/2013WRGG03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have asked Fáilte 
Ireland to examine the potential for a walking trail in Dublin based on sites of historical inter-
est in the context of Ireland’s journey towards independence.  I understand they have engaged 
consultants to advise them and they are due to report back over the coming months.  As this 
potential development is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the agency for further information and direct reply.  Please contact my private office 
if a reply is not received within ten working days.

Legislative Programme

26/03/2013WRHH00200617. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the 2013 Road Transport Bill will be published; the key measures contained in the new 
legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15159/13]

26/03/2013WRHH00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Traffic 
Bill is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.  I 
hope to be in a position to publish it in the coming weeks and to introduce it into the Oireachtas 
soon after.

In the main, the Bill will provide for the adjustment in penalty points, further measures 
related to the Graduated Driver Licence System, impairment testing of drivers and the testing 
of incapacitated drivers in hospitals following road collisions. The full content of the General 
Scheme of the Bill, as approved by the Government, is provided on my Department’s website.

Road Network

26/03/2013WRHH00400618. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent status of the N17/N18 Gort to Tuam motorway project announced under the national stimu-
lus plan; if a contractor has been appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15187/13]

26/03/2013WRHH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
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projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Road Network

26/03/2013WRHH00600619. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent status of the M11 Gorey to Enniscorthy motorway project announced under the national 
stimulus plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15188/13]

26/03/2013WRHH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Road Network

26/03/2013WRHH00800620. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the N25 New Ross bypass announced under the national stimulus plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15189/13]

26/03/2013WRHH00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Road Network

26/03/2013WRHH01000621. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cur-
rent status of the Galway city bypass announced under the national stimulus plan; if he has 
considered replacing this project with another based on the legal issues surrounding it; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15190/13]

26/03/2013WRHH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The position re-
mains as set out in the in the Stimulus Package announcement. The Galway Bypass project is a 
priority project that is currently on hold due to legal proceedings. Depending on the outcome of 
the legal proceedings it is a possible future Public Private Partnership.  I am very supportive of 
this project given the very significant benefit to cost ratio on assessment.
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Sporting Events

26/03/2013WRHH01200622. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on a potential bid for the rugby world cup by the Irish Rugby Football Union; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15197/13]

26/03/2013WRHH01300625. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on a potential bid for the rugby world cup by the Irish Rugby Football Union; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15282/13]

26/03/2013WRHH01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 622 and 625 together. 

I have met with the IRFU and I am fully supportive of their preparation of a bid to host the 
Rugby World Cup in Ireland. It is a matter for the IRFU to prepare and submit a bid. A report 
has been commissioned by the IRFU on the feasibility of Ireland hosting the Rugby World Cup 
Minister Ring and I expect to receive a presentation on it shortly.

The support of other sporting organisations shall be an important element in the bid process 
and I am pleased to note that delegates at last weekend’s GAA Congress approved a motion 
which  allow the inclusion of Croke Park and other GAA grounds in the list of venues that 
would be used for matches if Ireland was selected as the host country for the tournament.  

The Programme for Government includes a commitment that event tourism will be priori-
tised in order to continue to bring major events to Ireland. As well as bringing spectators to our 
shores, the hosting of sports events can provide a great showcase for Ireland.  Fáilte Ireland 
continues to support the holding of sports and other events that can boost tourism and, where 
appropriate, will provide advice and assistance to the sporting body which is seeking to secure 
an international event.  I understand that Fáilte Ireland has engaged with the IRFU in this re-
gard.

Public Transport

26/03/2013WRHH01500623. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
work with the Department of Social Protection to introduce leap card technology to the free 
travel scheme in order to more accurately measure usage on which to base the transfer of pub-
lic funds to those public transport providers participating in the scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15227/13]

26/03/2013WRHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly):  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility to develop, procure, imple-
ment, operate and maintain the integrated ticketing Leap card system in the Greater Dublin 
Area (GDA). In addition, the Authority’s remit in relation to integrated ticketing has been ex-
tended to the rest of the State.

I understand that the NTA and the Department of Social Protection (DSP) have been work-
ing closely together to incorporate Leap card technology in the Public Services Card (PSC). I 
am also informed by the NTA that DSP will be in a position to provide the NTA with prototype 
Free Travel variant PSCs in April this year.  NTA will be extensively testing these cards to en-
sure they can be processed by the Leap card infrastructure.

Upon receiving confirmation from the NTA that the cards and readers work properly togeth-
er, DSP will progress to issuing Free Travel variant PSCs to eligible clients.  It is anticipated this 
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could commence over the summer of this year if the testing is successful.

Official Engagements

26/03/2013WRHH01700624. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
report on his visit to Japan and Korea; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15274/13]

26/03/2013WRHH01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): On behalf of the 
Government, I represented Ireland in Japan and Korea during the St Patrick’s Day period. The 
purpose of these visits is threefold:

Firstly, to promote Irish economic and cultural links overseas.  Secondly, to use the oppor-
tunity of St Patrick’s Day to strengthen our bi-lateral relationship with other states.  Thirdly, 
to connect with our diaspora overseas as well as those individuals with a strong connection or 
affinity with Ireland.  With regard to bi-lateral relations, I met with Minister for Culture, Tour-
ism and Sport and the Minister for Patriots and Veterans Affairs  in Korea.  While in Japan, I 
met with the Minister for Land, Infrastructure and Transport and the Minister for Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. I also had the privilege in Japan of attending a meet-
ing of the Japan Ireland Parliamentary Friendship League in their parliament. These meetings 
gave me an opportunity to discuss matters relating to matters of mutual interest between our 
two countries and also to promote key Irish interests in Korea and Japan.

In relation to the promotion of Irish economic and cultural interests, I undertook a number 
of events with the Enterprise Ireland and the IDA offices in Korea and Japan, meeting with IDA 
client companies with investments in Ireland or those considering an investment. I also met 
with Enterprise Ireland clients exporting into these economies, as well as meeting with a variety 
of tourism trade interests in Japan.

I was pleased to have the opportunity to do all three on my visit to Korea and Japan. With 
regard to Korea, I was pleased to be able to attend our National Day event in Seoul, as well as 
to meet separately with members of the Irish community in Korea and members of the Global 
Irish Network. In Japan, I attended the National Day events in Tokyo and Osaka, and partici-
pated in the St Patrick’s Day Parades in Yokohama and Tokyo. These events gave me an oppor-
tunity to express my Government’s support for our links with the diaspora, as well as to learn 
as to how we can better improve our relationship with Japan and Korea.

Question No. 625 answered with Question No. 622.

Tourism Industry

26/03/2013WRHH02000626. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures introduced in the tourism industry since the March 2011; his views on whether these 
measures will have had a positive impact on the industry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15283/13]

26/03/2013WRHH02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since March 2011 
the Government has implemented a range of measures to support the tourism industry.  VAT 
has been reduced to 9% on accommodation, restaurant and other services and this lower rate 
of VAT continues in 2013.  The Visa Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging 
markets to add Ireland to their trip when they are visiting the UK.  The halving of employers’ 
PRSI for those on modest wages has reduced the cost of employing people.  More recently the 
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Governnment has confirmed that  the extended Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme 
(EIIS) and the new Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) initiatives will apply to tourism ac-
commodation. Tourism and coach operators in particular will also benefit from  the recently in-
troduced fuel rebate and small tourism businesses will also benefit from the higher VAT thresh-
old of €1.25 million. 

In 2013 the Government will spend almost €140m through its agencies to support the indus-
try, to market tourism at home and abroad and to support product development.  Fáilte Ireland 
also provides a range of business and training supports to tourism enterprises.

These measures put in place to support tourism helped to contribute to growth of almost 8% 
in visitor numbers in 2011 and, although visitor numbers only experienced marginal growth 
in 2012, figures released last week by the CSO showed that spending by visitors to Ireland in-
creased by 4.5% last year to €3.68 billion.  In addition, according to Failte Ireland, the numbers 
employed in the tourism and hospitality sectors in Ireland is now 185,000, up 5,000 on their 
previous estimate.

Finally, as the Deputy is aware, 2013 is the year of the Gathering and this initiative will pro-
vide further support for the industry this year as well as a legacy effect for future years.

Tourism Industry

26/03/2013WRHH02200627. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
the current Dublin Tourism Centre on St. Andrews Street, Dublin 2, has fallen into such a state 
of disrepair and almost dereliction; his plans in relation to this site and its future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15332/13]

26/03/2013WRHH02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for Failte Ireland and I have referred the Deputy’s Question to them for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Rural Transport Services Provision

26/03/2013WRHH02400628. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will describe, with respect to rural transport, the expected efficiencies to be achieved from 
the proposed establishment of transport coordination units to regionalise transport planning and 
delivery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15336/13]

26/03/2013WRHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Since 1st April 2012, responsibility for managing the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) 
has been assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) as part of new arrangements for 
integrated local and rural transport approved by the Government in January 2012. The RTP is 
managed by Pobal in conjunction with the NTA as part of the Programme transition. Thirty-five 
groups covering thirty-six geographical areas nationwide are currently being funded under the 
Programme. 

Since becoming Minister for Public and Commuter Transport, my aim has been to strength-
en the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by maximising integration with other 
state transport services and by making the Programme a sustainable part of the public transport 
system. This is in line with the Programme for Government commitment to maintain and ex-
tend the RTP with other local transport services. 
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Given that resources are limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the 
RTP, published last year, recommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and 
the better alignment of the 35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the current 
delivery mechanisms and structures are examined and revised. 

In summary the current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies 
and savings are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources avail-
able services will decline. I am not prepared to allow that to happen.

Work is currently underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural 
transport from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined is 
that the RTPs be aligned with local authorities and that a number of Transport Co-ordination 
Units be established. The anticipated efficiencies to be achieved under the proposed structure 
include the efficiencies and savings identified in the Value for Money Report.  

Central to any new structure will be an acknowledgement of the significant role that the 
Programme currently plays in combatting rural isolation and enhancing mobility, accessibility 
and community participation of local people, particularly those at risk of social exclusion. 

I would emphasis that no decision has been taken but I am hopeful that I will be in a position 
to recommend a new structure later this year which will allow for the maxmising of spend on 
services and the reduction of administration  costs.

Driving Licence Issues

26/03/2013WRHH02600629. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will ensure that persons acquiring driving licences will have the option of supplying their own 
photo for the licence as is the case for passports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15339/13]

26/03/2013WRHH02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government 
decided in 2011 to centralise driver licence provision, following an examination of the options 
for driver licensing which found that a centralised system would offer enhanced security and 
consistency, and be more efficient and cost-effective.  The Road Safety Authority (Commercial 
Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides for the RSA to become the central driver licensing 
authority in Ireland.  This came into effect on 12 January 2013.

The new system involves three outsourced elements, a card production facility, a front of-
fice for engaging with the customer, and a back office to process applications.  All three are 
overseen by a ‘specialist unit’ based in the RSA headquarters.   The card licence is standardised 
across the European Union and therefore there must be consistency in the quality and standard 
of information used.  The photograph is digital and is not stuck on to the card in the way it was 
on the old paper licence.  The capture of the photograph is included in the fee for the licence.  
As the system develops, the SAFE2 ID standard will be implemented, at which point the only 
option will be the digital photo taken at the front office network.

At present, and until September next, local authorities will continue to process driver li-
cence applications on behalf of the RSA and will accept non-digital photographs.

The operation of the tender processes for the outsourced elements was a matter for the RSA, 
I had no power to intervene in it, and the contractors have already been procured.
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Road Network

26/03/2013WRHH02800630. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
construction works are likely to commence in 2013 on the N17 Tubercurry bypass, N21 Abbey-
feale to Adare, N25 Midletown to Youghal and the N59 Westport to Mulranny; if EU funding 
could be applied for to cover some of these costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15347/13]

26/03/2013WRHH02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  The planning, design, implementation and funding options 
on individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Tourism Industry

26/03/2013WRHH03000631. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures introduced in the tourism industry since March 2011; his views on whether these 
measures have had a positive impact on the industry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15373/13]

26/03/2013WRHH03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since March 2011 
the Government has implemented a range of measures to support the tourism industry.  VAT 
has been reduced to 9% on accommodation, restaurant and other services and this lower rate 
of VAT continues in 2013.  The Visa Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging 
markets to add Ireland to their trip when they are visiting the UK.  The halving of employers’ 
PRSI for those on modest wages has reduced the cost of employing people.  More recently the 
Governnment has confirmed that  the extended Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme 
(EIIS) and the new Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) initiatives will apply to tourism ac-
commodation. Tourism and coach operators in particular will also benefit from  the recently in-
troduced fuel rebate and small tourism businesses will also benefit from the higher VAT thresh-
old of €1.25 million. 

In 2013 the Government will spend almost €140m through its agencies to support the indus-
try, to market tourism at home and abroad and to support product development.  Fáilte Ireland 
also provides a range of business and training supports to tourism enterprises.

These measures put in place to support tourism helped to contribute to growth of almost 8% 
in visitor numbers in 2011 and, although visitor numbers only experienced marginal growth 
in 2012, figures released last week by the CSO showed that spending by visitors to Ireland in-
creased by 4.5% last year to €3.68 billion.  In addition, according to Failte Ireland, the numbers 
employed in the tourism and hospitality sectors in Ireland is now 185,000, up 5,000 on their 
previous estimate. 

Finally, as the Deputy is aware, 2013 is the year of the Gathering and this initiative will pro-
vide further support for the industry this year as well as a legacy effect for future years.
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Tourism Industry

26/03/2013WRHH03200632. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the measures introduced in the tourism industry since March 2011; his views on whether these 
measures have had a positive impact on the industry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15215/13]

26/03/2013WRHH03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Since March 2011 
the Government has implemented a range of measures to support the tourism industry.  VAT 
has been reduced to 9% on accommodation, restaurant and other services and this lower rate 
of VAT continues in 2013.  The Visa Waiver Scheme is encouraging visitors from emerging 
markets to add Ireland to their trip when they are visiting the UK.  The halving of employers’ 
PRSI for those on modest wages has reduced the cost of employing people.  More recently the 
Governnment has confirmed that  the extended Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme 
(EIIS) and the new Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) initiatives will apply to tourism ac-
commodation. Tourism and coach operators in particular will also benefit from  the recently in-
troduced fuel rebate and small tourism businesses will also benefit from the higher VAT thresh-
old of €1.25 million. 

In 2013 the Government will spend almost €140m through its agencies to support the indus-
try, to market tourism at home and abroad and to support product development.  Fáilte Ireland 
also provides a range of business and training supports to tourism enterprises.

These measures put in place to support tourism helped to contribute to growth of almost 8% 
in visitor numbers in 2011 and, although visitor numbers only experienced marginal growth 
in 2012, figures released last week by the CSO showed that spending by visitors to Ireland in-
creased by 4.5% last year to €3.68 billion.  In addition, according to Failte Ireland, the numbers 
employed in the tourism and hospitality sectors in Ireland is now 185,000, up 5,000 on their 
previous estimate.  

Finally, as the Deputy is aware, 2013 is the year of the Gathering and this initiative will pro-
vide further support for the industry this year as well as a legacy effect for future years.

Road Maintenance

26/03/2013WRHH03400633. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures he is undertaking to ensure that funds for regional and local roads are being targeted 
at essential maintenance work to the greatest extent possible; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15201/13]

26/03/2013WRHH03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local author-
ity, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from local authorities own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

The Department has allocated a total of €349.462 million to local authorities for works on 
regional and local roads in 2013, and increasingly this funding is being directed towards the 
maintenance and repair of regional and local roads and low cost safety works.  This will remain 
the position in the coming years.

My Department recently wrote to local authorities offering additional flexibility this year 
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by allowing Councils to transfer resources into their discretionary grant from their Restoration 
Improvement Grant to ensure funding is targeted at the areas which are most in need.  

It is also important to reiterate that the role of Exchequer grants for regional and local roads 
is to supplement Councils in their own resources spending in this area and local authorities need 
to prioritise increased expenditure from their own resources on their own roads in view of the 
current difficult situation.




