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        20/0 Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally. 

20/03/2013WRA00350Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0040010. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in St. Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14312/13]

20/03/2013WRA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Immediately following my appointment, I set 
out to address the issues which have been causing unacceptable delays in patients being treated 
in our hospitals. I established the Special Delivery Unit, (SDU), as set out in the Programme for 
Government. The SDU is working to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of 
patients through the system.  Since its establishment there has been significant improvements 
in the waiting times for unscheduled care against a background of reduced funding for health, 
reconfiguration of services and a challenging socio-economic climate.

Hospitals across the country have experienced a surge in presentations to Emergency De-
partments, as would be expected in the winter months, resulting in high demand for admissions 
and a consequent rise in trolley waits. Recent outbreaks of influenza have created additional 
logistical difficulties in relation to the admission, movement and discharge of patients in some 
hospitals. Those hospitals have released media messages advising non-attendance and restric-
tions on visiting.  The SDU continues to monitor Emergency Department  activity closely, en-
gaging with key hospitals via teleconference and on-site meetings, collaborating in putting in 
place a range of measures to assist with patient flow and reviewing the available data for trends 
in relation to the reported levels of high activity. 

Despite these pressures the year on year improvements continue nationally. Numbers re-
corded on trolleys at the end of 2012 showed a marked improvement of 23.6% less than 2011 
which equates to 20,386 less people. From 1st January to 15th   March, there has been a total 
of 15,220 patients on trolleys: this is a reduction of 2,258 patients or 12.9% on the equivalent 
period last year. Priority now is to reduce long waiters (over 9 hours) as we move to a six hour 
patient journey target. The SDU and the Patient Safety & Quality Directorate in HSE are  in 
communication to agree a mechanism of capturing and responding in instances where a hospi-
tal reports one or more patients breaching the targets.

In relation to St. Vincent’s University Hospital, it  is the largest hospital in Dublin South 
East region dealing with all trauma and serious cases and providing support for such patients 
presenting to St. Michael’s Hospital, Dun Laoghaire and St. Columcille’s Hospital. The hos-
pital has advised that over the past few weeks the number of patients requiring admission has 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].



Questions - Written Answers

104

averaged between a low of 10 to a high of 30. The hospital is working closely with the  SDU  
and the Acute Medicine Programme in order to enhance patient care pathways and patient flow. 

The hospitals discharge process has been reviewed in detail and additional emphasis has 
been placed on the early identification of potential discharges.  All members of the multi-disci-
plinary team have been engaged in this process.  All consultants and their teams are required to 
identify potential “weekend discharges” for review by the consultant on call.  Consultants and 
their teams are also required to prepare a list of “next day discharges” on a daily basis with a 
view to effecting discharges by 11.00 am the following day. The hospital has also introduced the 
following initiatives in relation to dealing with Emergency Department  pressures:

- Introduction of an Acute Medicine Unit (AMU)

- Acute Assessment Unit (AAU)

- Clinical Decision Unit (CDU)

- Chest Pain Evaluation Unit (CPEU)

- Rapid access triage (Doctor/Nurse triaging patients)

- Specialty Specific targets for Length of Stay

The hospital is also in daily consultation with their  community based colleagues to ensure 
that all necessary supports are in place to facilitate discharge from the acute setting, to facilities 
more appropriate to the patients needs.

It is envisaged that these developments will lead to shorter lengths of stay in acute hospital 
care which will in turn improve waiting times and patient experience in the Emergency Depart-
ment.

20/03/2013WRA00550Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0060011. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Sligo General Hospital; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14301/13]

20/03/2013WRA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): 43 patients were waiting over a year for an 
inpatient or day case procedure in Sligo Regional Hospital at the end of February 2011. Now, 6 
patients are waiting this length of time. This waiting list has been reduced by 86%. 168 patients 
were waiting over 9 months for an inpatient or day case procedure in Sligo Regional Hospital 
at the end of February 2011.  Now, 94 patients are waiting this length of time. This waiting list 
has been reduced by 44%. This improvement in waiting list numbers is mirrored throughout the 
country.  There are 35 hospitals with data available for both the end of February 2013 and the 
end of February 2011.  1,925 patients were waiting longer than a year for an inpatient or day 
case procedure in these hospitals at the end of February 2011.  396 patients were waiting this 
length of time at the end of February 2013.  This waiting list has been reduced by 79%.  4,992 
patients were waiting longer than nine months for an inpatient or day case procedure in these 
hospitals at the end of February 2011.  2,136 patients were waiting this length of time at the end 
of February 2013.  This waiting list has been reduced by 57%.  10,844 patients were waiting 
longer than six months for an inpatient or day case procedure in these hospitals at the end of 
February 2011.  8,649 were waiting this length of time at the end of February 2013.  This wait-
ing list has been reduced by 20%.  Since the end of February 2011, waiting lists longer than a 
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year for inpatient and day case procedures have been eliminated in 15 hospitals and waiting lists 
longer than 9 months for these procedures have been eliminated in 9 hospitals

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon. For 
2013, the target is that no adult should be waiting longer than 8 months for inpatient or daycase 
treatment. It is important to recognise that the progress made in 2012 does not mean the prob-
lem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging. For example, winter pressures 
in Emergency Departments have impacted on scheduled care waiting times. However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012 and to achieve the new 2013 target. 

Sligo Regional Hospital achieved the national adult waiting list targets of 9 months for in-
patient and daycase surgery and 13 weeks for scopes by the end of December 2012.  Whilst the 
seasonal challenges of winter have temporarily increased numbers, with 94 patients currently 
waiting over 9 months, the hospital continues to progress towards regaining compliance with 
the targets.

20/03/2013WRA00750Universal Health Insurance Provision

20/03/2013WRA0080012. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide for the inclusion 
of cancer patients among those entitled to a free general practitioner card for long term ill-
nesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13852/13]

20/03/2013WRA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government’s 
Programme for Government committed it to major reforms of the manner in which health 
services are delivered. As part of the reform programme, Universal Primary Care is to be in-
troduced on a phased basis during its term of office. Primary legislation is being prepared to 
give effect to this commitment.  The wording of this legislation, which will allow the Minister 
for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP services without fees to persons with 
prescribed illnesses, is currently being drafted by the Office of the Attorney General and the 
Department. As the legislation is still being drafted, I am not in a position to give a definite date 
for its publication. Details of an implementation timeframe, illnesses to be covered  etc  and 
application details will be announced in due course. 

20/03/2013WRA00950Misuse of Drugs

20/03/2013WRA0100013. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the target date for the full com-
mencement of new regulations under the Misuse of Drugs Act to deal with the trading of certain 
z-drugs; the dealing in and prescribing of benzodiazepines; his plans to deal with the sale of 
anabolic steroids; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14345/13]

20/03/2013WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Department is 
reviewing the Misuse of Drugs Regulations with a view to, amongst other issues, introducing 
additional controls on certain prescription drugs being traded illicitly, including benzodiazepine 
medicines and z-drugs. A consultation process has taken place with key stakeholders in relation 
to the proposed amendments, which include introducing import and export controls on benzodi-
azepines and z-drugs as well as an offence of possession, thereby assisting the law enforcement 
roles of Customs and of the Garda Siochána. 

Anabolic steroids are currently subject to prescription control under the Medicinal Products 
(Prescription and Control of Supply) Regulations 2003  (S.I. 540 of 2003), which means they 
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cannot be supplied except in accordance with a prescription.  In view of their potential for 
abuse, it is proposed to place them under the control of the Misuse of Drugs Regulations by 
making it an offence to import anabolic steroids other than for medical purposes.

Draft Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Regulations are currently being prepared and will be 
submitted for the Government’s approval.  Following this, it will be necessary to notify the 
proposed legislation to the EU Commission and Member States to complete the 3 month EU 
notification period under the Technical Standards Directive.

20/03/2013WRA01150Medicinal Products Availability

20/03/2013WRA0120014. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the announced decision 
to make the drug Kalydeco available to cystic fibrosis sufferers has been implemented; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13780/13]

20/03/2013WRA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Dr James Reilly 
TD, Minister for Health announced, on the 1st February 2013, that Kalydeco, a new innovative 
medicine for the treatment of cystic fibrosis (CF) in patients who have the G551D mutation, 
would be made available for patients in Ireland from the 1st of March. 

The HSE has circulated a detailed protocol to hospitals in relation to the administration of 
the medication.

20/03/2013WRA01350Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0140015. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street, 
Dublin; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14317/13]

20/03/2013WRA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  In 2011, I established the Special Delivery 
Unit in my Department as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of the SDU is 
to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system. The 
SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase 
elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that no child should wait longer than 20 weeks for 
inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of December 2012, the number of children nationally 
having to wait more than 20 weeks was down to 89, a drop of 95% on the 1,759 children waiting 
longer than the target in December 2011.

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon and the 
20-week target remains in place for 2013. It is important to recognise that the progress made 
in 2012 does not mean the problem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challeng-
ing. For example, winter pressures have impacted on scheduled care waiting times for children. 
However, in the coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-bal-
ancing scheduled care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012. 

With regard to the Children’s University Hospital Temple Street,  as set out in the HSE’s 
Performance Report for December, no child at Temple Street was waiting longer than 20 weeks 
at the end of last year. As set out above, winter pressures have impacted on waiting times in the 
early part of this year and February data show the number of children waiting longer than 20 
weeks at Temple Street at 53.  As set out in the HSE’s Regional Service Plan for Dublin Mid-
Leinster, which has the remit for Children’s University Hospital Temple Street, the hospital will 
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continue to work with the Special Delivery Unit to achieve the 2013 target of no child waiting 
longer than 20 weeks for in-patient or day-case treatment. 

20/03/2013WRA01550Home Help Service Provision

20/03/2013WRA0160016. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will restore home help 
hours in 2013 to at least their 2011 level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13792/13]

20/03/2013WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I have already 
indicated that care provision in 2013 for the Home Help Service, will be  restored to 2012 levels.

As is the case with all aspects of HSE service plans, the Home Help services are reviewed 
on a regular basis, in the context of achieving agreed targets or taking account of evolving cir-
cumstances over the course of 2013.

20/03/2013WRA01750Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0180017. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists nationally; the impact of these measures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14260/13]

20/03/2013WRA0190022. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Mercy University Hospital, Cork; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14276/13]

20/03/2013WRA0200029. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Louth County Hospital; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14275/13]

20/03/2013WRA0210052. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Mid Western Regional Hospital, Croom, 
County Limerick; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14279/13]

20/03/2013WRA0220053. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Cork University Hospital; the impact of these 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14270/13]

20/03/2013WRA0230059. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise, 
County Laois; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14286/13]

20/03/2013WRA0240074. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Tallaght Hospital, Dublin 24; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14313/13]

20/03/2013WRA0250089. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken to 
tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in St Luke’s General Hospital, County Kilkenny; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14308/13]

20/03/2013WRA0260097. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
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taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in St Vincent’s University Hospital, Elm 
Park, Dublin 4; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14310/13]

20/03/2013WRA02700106. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health the measures that have 
been taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Merlin Park Hospital, Galway; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14278/13]

20/03/2013WRA02800112. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in South Infirmary Victoria University Hos-
pital, County Cork; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14305/13]

20/03/2013WRA02900113. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have 
been taken to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists in Mid Western Regional Hospital, 
Dooradoyle, County Limerick; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14280/13]

20/03/2013WRA03000116. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken to 
tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in University College Hospital, County Galway; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14318/13]

20/03/2013WRA03100126. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have 
been taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Lourdes Orthopaedic Hospital, 
Kilcreene, Kilkenny; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14274/13]

20/03/2013WRA03200132. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, County 
Meath; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14297/13]

20/03/2013WRA03300135. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health the measures that 
have been taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Midland Regional Hospital, 
Tullamore, County Offaly; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14289/13]

20/03/2013WRA03400138. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14263/13]

20/03/2013WRA03500142. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Mid Western Regional Hospital, Lim-
erick; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14282/13]

20/03/2013WRA03600147. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Cavan General Hospital; the impact of these 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14267/13]

20/03/2013WRA03700154. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Waterford Regional Hospital; the impact 
of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14321/13]

20/03/2013WRA03800156. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Wexford Hospital; the impact of these 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14324/13]
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20/03/2013WRA03900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 17, 22, 29, 
52, 53, 59, 74, 89, 97, 106, 112, 113, 116, 126, 132, 135, 138, 142, 147, 154 and 156 together.

In 2011, I established the Special Delivery Unit in my Department as set out in the Pro-
gramme for Government. The aim of the SDU is to unblock access to acute services by improv-
ing the flow of patients through the system. The SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially 
on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that 
no adult should wait longer than 9 months for inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of 
December 2012, the number of adults having to wait more than 9 months for inpatient and day 
case surgery nationally had fallen to 86. This was down from 3,706 in December 2011, repre-
senting a 98% decrease 

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon. For 
2013, the target is that no adult should be waiting longer than 8 months for inpatient or daycase 
treatment. It is important to recognise that the progress made in 2012 does not mean the prob-
lem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging. For example, winter pressures 
in Emergency Departments have impacted on scheduled care waiting times. However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012 and to achieve the new 2013 target. 

With regard to the specific hospitals referred to, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputies  concerned.    

20/03/2013WRA03950Cancer Screening Programme

20/03/2013WRA0400018. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health when BreastCheck will be extend-
ed to women over 65 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13860/13]

20/03/2013WRA0410083. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand the Breast-
Check programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13866/13]

20/03/2013WRA04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 18 and 83 
together.

The BreastCheck Programme provides free mammograms to all women aged 50-64.  The 
Programme for Government includes the extension of BreastCheck to women in the 65-69 age 
group, in keeping with EU Guidelines on effective screening for breast cancer. 

The main priority for the HSE’s National Cancer Screening Service (NCSS) at present is to 
maximise national uptake in the 50-64 year age cohort and it aims to extend the upper age range 
from 65 - 69 in 2014 in keeping with the Programme for Government.

In the meantime women of any age who have concerns about breast cancer should seek the 
advice of their GP who will, if appropriate, refer them to the symptomatic breast services in one 
of the eight designated specialist cancer centres.

In addition, my Department commissioned an Efficiency Review of the BreastCheck Screen-
ing Programme in order to prepare for the age extension of BreastCheck to women up to the age 
of 69. The review makes a number of recommendations on how the screening process could be 
enhanced to increase the number screened. My Department will continue to work with the HSE 
to ensure that national priorities and Programme for Government commitments are met.
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20/03/2013WRA04250Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0430019. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists including day care waiting lists for children in Cap-
pagh Orthopaedic Hospital; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14266/13]

20/03/2013WRA04400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly):  In 2011, I established the Special Delivery 
Unit in my Department as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of the SDU 
is to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system. 
The SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially onwaiting times for in-patient and daycase 
elective surgery.For 2012, a target was set that no child should wait longer than 20 weeks for 
inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of December 2012, the number of children nationally 
having to wait more than 20 weeks was down to 89, a drop of 95% on the 1,759 children waiting 
longer than the target in December 2011.

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon and the 
20-week target remains in place for 2013. It is important to recognise that the progress made 
in 2012 does not mean the problem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challeng-
ing. For example, winter pressures have impacted on scheduled care waiting times for children. 
However, in the coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-bal-
ancing scheduled careto maintain the improvements seen in 2012. Cappagh National Orthopae-
dic Hospital is actively managing all patient waiting lists.As per the Health Service Executive 
December 2012 Performance Report, there were no children waiting more than 20 weeks on the 
elective inpatient/daycase waiting list for Cappagh Hospital. I understand that currently there 
are no children waiting in breach of inpatient/daycase waiting list targets (i.e. 20 weeks) as is-
sued by the Special Delivery Unit.

20/03/2013WRA04450Nursing Staff Recruitment

20/03/2013WRA0450020. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his plans to train and recruit 
more public health nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13848/13]

20/03/2013WRA04600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Public Health Nurse is responsible for 
the delivery of the public health nursing service for specific geographic areas. The scope and 
range of public health nursing services are aligned to the health service demand that emerges 
from the population demographics and epidemiology. This demand varies depending on the 
complexity of health service requirements in geographic areas such as deprivation, cohort of 
frail older adults, extent of child health interventions, prevalence of chronic diseases etc.

The future planning of public health nursing posts will be based on identified service need 
and undertaken within the context of available resources to the HSE.

PHN training is delivered at post graduate level and numbers are determined by the HSE 
according to service need, including retirements and workforce planning. There are currently 
40 PHNs in training, scheduled to graduate this year and work within the public health system 
when vacancies arise. The HSE has yet to determine the number of training places to be offered 
this year for graduation in 2014.

In 2013, Primary Care funding of €20m, nationally, will be invested to support the recruit-
ment of prioritised front-line primary care team posts and enhance the capacity of the primary 
care sector.  The HSE’s 2013 National Service Plan has identified approximately 250 Primary 
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Care posts (including Public Health Nurses (PHNs), Registered General Nurses (RGNs), Oc-
cupational Therapists, Physiotherapists and Speech and Language Therapists).  These posts 
will be filled using the Resource Allocation model, based on deprivation and need, which was 
developed by the HSE’s National Primary Care Office and Health Intelligence Unit.  

  Using this model, the HSE completed a detailed analysis of the numbers and distribution of 
the above health care professionals.  The analysis revealed considerable variation across the 17 
Integrated Service Areas in ratios of health care professionals to population, and to population 
numbers in areas of high deprivation.  Based on this analysis, it proposed that of the approxi-
mate 250 posts, 70 Public Health Nurses and 37 Registered General Nurses will be recruited to 
Primary Care Teams.  It is my firm intention, along with my colleague Minister of State Alex 
White, to have these posts filled as soon as possible in 2013.

I am confident that these additional posts will have a positive impact on the ongoing devel-
opment of services in the community, giving people direct access to integrated multi-disciplin-
ary teams of health professionals.

20/03/2013WRA04650Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0470021. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children, 
Crumlin, Dublin; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14295/13]

20/03/2013WRA04800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2011, I established the Special Delivery 
Unit in my Department as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of the SDU is 
to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system. The 
SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase 
elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that no child should wait longer than 20 weeks for 
inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of December 2012, the number of children nationally 
having to wait more than 20 weeks was down to 89, a drop of 95% on the 1,759 children waiting 
longer than the target in December 2011.

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon and the 
20-week target remains in place for 2013. It is important to recognise that the progress made 
in 2012 does not mean the problem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challeng-
ing. For example, winter pressures have impacted on scheduled care waiting times for children. 
However, in the coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-bal-
ancing scheduled care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012. 

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the specific query raised. 

  Question No. 22 answered with Question No. 17.

20/03/2013WRA04950Medicinal Products Prices

20/03/2013WRA0500023. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the additional measures he will 
undertake to address the high price of medicines, both generic and branded, in this State, as 
compared to other jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13788/13]

20/03/2013WRA0510088. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to reduce 
the cost of generic drugs in view of reports that the Health Service Executive pays up to 24 
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times more than the National Health Service for some generic drugs; if he will outline a time-
frame for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13770/13]

20/03/2013WRA05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 23 and 88 together.

The prices of drugs vary between countries for a number of reasons, including different 
prices set by manufacturers, different wholesale and pharmacy mark-ups, different dispensing 
fees and different rates of VAT. In recent years, a number of changes to the pricing and reim-
bursement system have been successfully introduced in Ireland. These have resulted in reduc-
tions in the prices of thousands of medicines.

Following intensive negotiations involving the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association 
(IPHA),  the HSE and the Department of Health, a major new deal on the cost of drugs in the 
State was concluded in October last.  It will deliver a number of important benefits, including 

- significant reductions for patients in the cost of drugs, 

- a lowering of the drugs bill to the State, 

- timely access for patients to new cutting-edge drugs for certain conditions, and

- reducing the cost base of the health system into the future.

The gross savings arising from this deal will be in excess of €400m over 3 years. €210 mil-
lion from the gross savings will make available new drugs to patients over 3 years. Thus, the 
deal will result in a net reduction in the HSE expenditure on drugs of about €190m.

The Department and the HSE have successfully finalised discussions with the Association 
of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers in Ireland (APMI), which represents the generic industry, on 
a new agreement to deliver further savings in the cost of generic drugs. Under this Agreement, 
from 1 November 2012, the HSE will only reimburse generic products which have been priced 
at 50% or less of the initial price of an originator medicine. In the event that an originator 
medicine is priced at less than 50% of its initial price the HSE will require a generic price to 
be priced below the originator price. This represents a significant structural change in generic 
drug pricing and should lead to an increase in the generic prescribing rate. It is estimated that 
the combined gross savings from the IPHA and APMI deals will be in excess of €120 million 
in 2013.

The IPHA agreement provides that prices are referenced to the currency adjusted average 
price to wholesaler in the nominated EU member states in which the medicine is then avail-
able.  The prices of a range of medicines were reduced on 1 January 2013 in accordance with 
the agreement.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, which was passed at Commit-
tee Stage yesterday, provides for the introduction of a system of generic substitution and refer-
ence pricing. The Bill provides that when the HSE is setting a reference price for, or reviewing a 
reference price set for, a relevant group of interchangeable medicinal products it shall take into 
account the following criteria:

- the ability of suppliers to meet patient demand for the relevant item;

- the value for money afforded by the relevant item;

- the equivalent prices of the relevant item in all other Member States where the product is 
marketed;
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- the prices of therapeutically similar items; and 

- the resources available to the HSE.

It is important to balance achieving best value for money for the taxpayer with assuring 
continuity of supply for critical medical products, particularly in a small market like Ireland. 
Consequently, the Bill aims to achieve value for money while avoiding disruption in the avail-
ability of medicines on the Irish market. This legislation will promote price competition among 
suppliers and ensure that lower prices are paid for these medicines resulting in further savings 
for both taxpayers and patients.

20/03/2013WRA05250Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRA0530024. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the measures that have 
been taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists in Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hos-
pital; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14299/13]

20/03/2013WRA05400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2011, I established the Special Delivery 
Unit in my Department as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of the SDU is 
to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system. The 
SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase 
elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that no adult should wait longer than 9 months for 
inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of December 2012, the number of adults having to 
wait more than 9 months for inpatient and day case surgery nationally had fallen to 86. This was 
down from 3,706 in December 2011, representing a 98% decrease 

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon. For 
2013, the target is that no adult should be waiting longer than 8 months for inpatient or daycase 
treatment. It is important to recognise that the progress made in 2012 does not mean the prob-
lem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging. For example, winter pressures 
in Emergency Departments have impacted on scheduled care waiting times. However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012 and to achieve the new 2013 target. 

With regard to the specific hospital referred to, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputies concerned. 

20/03/2013WRA05450National Cancer Strategy Publication

20/03/2013WRA0550025. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he intends to being forward 
a new National Cancer Strategy; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13851/13]

20/03/2013WRA05600129. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Health if he has commenced work on 
a new national cancer strategy; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13843/13]

20/03/2013WRA05700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 25 and 129 
together.

The second national cancer strategy, “A Strategy for Cancer Control in Ireland, 2006”, ad-
dressed the rising burden of cancer in the Irish population.  The Strategy was developed by the 
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second National Cancer Forum, an advisory body to the Minister for Health and Children at 
that time.  The Strategy’s vision was that “Ireland will have a system of cancer control which 
will reduce our cancer incidence, morbidity and mortality rates relative to other EU countries 
by 2015.” To date, significant progress has been made on implementing the Strategy’s recom-
mendations but more work is needed on reducing the burden of cancer associated with lifestyle 
related behaviours.

The HSE established the National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) in 2007 to imple-
ment the 2006 Strategy. The role of the NCCP is to provide a comprehensive programme of 
cancer control in Ireland, to transform how cancer care is delivered, and ensure that cancer 
services meet the highest standards.

Recently, I published Future Health: A Strategic Framework for Reform of the Health Ser-
vice 2012-2015. This sets out the main healthcare reforms that will be introduced in the coming 
years, as key building blocks for the introduction of Universal Health Insurance in 2016. Future 
Health is about prioritising the needs of patients even as difficult decisions on health financing 
are made.

Future Health will deliver a major reshaping of the health system by restructuring our service 
delivery, and improving our organisational, financial, governance and accountability systems 
across the board – in the primary, community and hospital sectors. Any changes that are deemed 
necessary in relation to cancer control will be considered in the context of Future Health.

20/03/2013WRA05750Cancer Screening Programme

20/03/2013WRA0580026. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will supply details of which of 
the 15 candidate screening units have been accredited as part of the National Colorectal Screen-
ing Programme and which units are providing screening colonoscopies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13774/13]

20/03/2013WRA05900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE’s national colorectal screening pro-
gramme, BowelScreen, commenced in November 2012 and is being introduced on a phased 
basis to men and women between the ages of 60-69 years. When fully implemented the pro-
gramme will offer free screening to men and women aged 55-74 every two years. 

The screening test, known as a Faecal Immunochemical Test (FIT), is a home based test 
and approximately 94 to 95 per cent of people will receive a normal result and will be invited 
for routine screening again in two years time. A small number, in the region of five to six per 
cent, will receive a not normal result and will require an additional test. They will be referred 
for a colonoscopy to a Screening Colonoscopy Unit within a hospital contracted by the HSE’s 
National Cancer Screening Service (NCSS) for provision of this service.

Over half of the initially selected fifteen candidate screening colonoscopy units have been 
accredited to date, and the remainder of units continue to work to achieve this benchmark. Also 
a number of additional units are pursuing NHS Joint Advisory Group (JAG) accreditation and 
will come into the programme in time.

The units accredited to date are St. Vincent’s University Hospital; St. James’s Hospital; 
Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown; Louth County Hospital; Sligo General Hospital; Midland 
Regional Hospital, Tullamore; Ennis General Hospital; Mercy Hospital, Cork and Wexford 
General Hospital.

The NCSS continues to work closely with the remaining initially selected screening colo-
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noscopy units to support them achieving accreditation; these are Cavan General Hospital; Kerry 
General Hospital, Tralee; Letterkenny General Hospital; Mayo General Hospital, Castlebar; 
South Tipperary General Hospital, Clonmel and Tallaght.

The accredited screening colonoscopy units provide good geographic coverage and are ap-
propriate for the invited population to date. The programme is being rolled-out on a phased 
basis and is providing screening colonoscopies as required.

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 7.

20/03/2013WRA06050HSE Regional Service Plans

20/03/2013WRA0610028. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health his assessment of the new Health Ser-
vice Executive regional service plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13838/13]

20/03/2013WRA0620064. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health in view of the staff cuts in a num-
ber of sectors, the way the new Health Service Executive regional service plans will deliver 
improved services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13858/13]

20/03/2013WRA06300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 28 and 64 
together.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive must prepare a service plan and 
submit it to me for my approval following publication of the Estimates.  The National Service 
Plan which was submitted to me in December sets out the quantum and type of health services 
to be provided in 2013 within the overall level of funding provided. In accordance with the 
Act I approved the National Service Plan and laid a copy of the plan before both Houses of 
the Oireachtas on 9th   January this year.  Subsequently, the Executive prepared and published 
its the Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which underpin the National Service Plan 
at the end of February. The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services set out in these 
Regional Plans and to ensure that services are delivered within budget. The Director General 
Designate of the HSE, Tony O’Brien, has provided full briefing on the Regional Service Plans 
to the Regional Fora.

  Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 17.

20/03/2013WRA06450Disability Services Programme Review

20/03/2013WRA0650030. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the key measures in the recently 
published National Implementation Framework of the Value for Money and Policy Review of 
the Disability Services Programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13869/13]

20/03/2013WRA06600148. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the way the published National 
Implementation Framework of the Value for Money and Policy Review of the Disability Ser-
vices Programme will improve matters for those with disability; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13856/13]

20/03/2013WRA06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 30 and 148 together.

I recently approved the National Implementation Framework of the Value for Money (VFM) 
and Policy Review of the Disability Services Programme which was published on the Depart-
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ment’s website (www.doh.ie) on 28th February last. The development of the Framework is 
one of the key actions identified in Future Health, the recently published Strategic Framework 
for Reform of the Health Service 2012 – 2015. It supports the message coming through from 
Future Health regarding the need to restructure service delivery, and improve organisational, 
financial, governance and accountability systems with the aim of providing a more effective 
and more accountable service.

The vision of the Disability Services Programme as set out in the VFM Review is “to con-
tribute to the realisation of a society where people with disabilities are supported, as far as 
possible, to participate to their full potential in economic and social life, and have access to a 
range of quality personal social supports and services to enhance their quality of life and well-
being”.    The recommendations in the Review describe how this vision is to be given tangible 
effect.

The National Implementation Framework determines how the recommendations from the 
VFM Review are translated into concrete actions. It assigns responsibilities for those actions, 
and specifies timelines for their completion. It also identifies priorities and key performance 
indicators. The Framework describes the project management and monitoring processes which 
are needed to make sure that the reform of the Disability Services Programme is achieved in a 
planned, timely and cost effective manner.

The implementation of the recommendations, in the manner set out in the National Imple-
mentation Framework will ultimately improve the lives of people with disabilities in the fol-
lowing ways: 

- People with disabilities and their families will have more choice and flexibility in the 
services they receive and will have more control over how they access these services.

- Services and supports will be tailored to meet individual need and will support greater 
independence and social inclusion.

- The move to individualised budgeting will be underpinned by a standardised needs as-
sessment to ensure fairness and transparency in the way in which funding is allocated.

- Supports and services will be delivered with greater equity, transparency and account-
ability and will be more cost effective.

A set of key measures necessary to implement the 7 strategic aims which are at the core of 
the recommendations of the VFM Review have been identified.  Each key measure has been 
broken down into a set of key actions.  These key measures are clustered under the following 
strategic aims

1. Establish a national disability function, within the framework of the Social Care Direc-
torate, with a central directional role in funding, shaping and driving the Disability Services 
Programme.

2. Achieve optimal efficiency in the delivery of the Disability Services Programme.

3. Re-shape certain services and models of service delivery through a collaborative process 
based on a commissioning and procurement framework.

4. Develop a national resource allocation model, based on a standardised and appropriate 
assessment of need process, a methodology for associating standard costs with assessed needs 
and transparent protocols for determining the basis for allocating finite resources.
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5. Develop and implement an information infrastructure to support the effective delivery of 
the Disability Services Programme.

6. Develop a strategic planning framework to support the re-configuration of the Disability 
Services Programme.

7. Drive migration towards a person-centred model of services and supports through the 
Service Level Arrangement (SLA) process by initiating and evaluating demonstration projects 
as proof of concept.

A full list of key measures is published in Appendix A of the Framework.

20/03/2013WRAAA00150Positive Ageing Strategy Implementation

20/03/2013WRAAA0020031. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the publica-
tion of the Positive Ageing Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13859/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA00300161. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when he expects the Pos-
itive Ageing Strategy to be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13862/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 31 and 161 together.

The Programme for Government has committed to completing and implementing the Na-
tional Positive Ageing Strategy so that older people are recognised, supported and enabled to 
live independent full lives.

The Strategy will be a high level document outlining Ireland’s vision for ageing and older 
people and the national goals and objectives required to promote positive ageing.  It will be 
an over-arching cross-departmental policy that will be the blueprint for age related policy and 
service delivery across Government in the years ahead.

The Strategy is being developed within the constraints of the present fiscal situation.  The 
intention of the Strategy is not to propose new service developments. The strategy will set the 
strategic direction for Government policy on ageing by outlining the priority areas requiring 
action. It will be a matter for individual Departments/agencies to identify how best they respond 
to the challenges posed by an ageing population.

The Strategy was adopted by Government and approved for publication on 5th March last. 
It is proposed that this Strategy will be published shortly.

20/03/2013WRAAA00450Smaller Hospitals Framework

20/03/2013WRAAA0050032. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the current status of the small hos-
pitals framework; if he will provide a list of the hospitals included in the framework; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13768/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I plan to publish, with Government approval, 
Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A Framework for Development to offer clear infor-
mation about the role of our smaller hospitals and what they will do in the future.  

While the Framework focusses in particular on the role of nine smaller hospitals, named be-
low, which have been the subject of particular attention from the HIQA, the principles behind it 
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will apply to all smaller hospitals, regardless of whether or not they are specifically referenced.

Dublin North East:

-   Our Lady’s Hospital Navan

- Louth County Hospital Dundalk

Dublin Mid Leinster:

- St. Columcille’s Loughlinstown

 South:

- Mallow

- Bantry

West:

- Ennis

- Nenagh

- St. John’s Limerick

- Roscommon County Hospital

In developing the framework to address the development of smaller hospitals, this Govern-
ment is clear that:

  - there is an important future role for smaller hospitals, in which they will provide services 
for more patients, not fewer

  - no acute hospital will close, and
  - safety issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, by providing the 

right type of service, for the right patient in the right setting.

  This Framework will demonstrate clearly that the future of smaller hospitals is secure. It 
will set out what services can and should be delivered safely by these hospitals in the interest 
of better outcomes for patients.

20/03/2013WRAAA00650Hospitals Funding

20/03/2013WRAAA0070033. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if an impact analysis has been 
undertaken by his Department on the budget cuts at Crumlin Children’s Hospital and atTemple 
St. Children’s Hospital in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13791/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is taking a new approach this year 
in relation to determining hospital budgets. For the first time, budget allocations are related 
to projected spend rather than to historic budgets rolling forward from previous years. This is 
with a view to ensuring sustainable budgets into the future within the resources available. Here-
tofore, distribution of budgets across acute hospitals was made with limited reference to past 
organisational performance or realistic future cost reduction potential and the end result was a 
system in which some hospitals were significantly underfunded, leading to a position in which 
deficits become inevitable. We cannot afford to run our hospital system this way. 
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The rebalancing of hospital budgets is a very necessary step on the road to financial stability 
in the health system as a whole in 2013 and aims to introduce a different mindset and culture 
into the system. Without these changes there is a real risk that the hospital sector as a whole 
would be in significant deficit this year.  This rebalancing of budgets is just one part of a com-
prehensive programme of reform in the hospital sector, as outlined in the Government’s Future 
Health strategy. This strategy includes the establishment of hospital groups this year, with the 
end goal being the establishment of Hospital Trusts in 2015.

The National Service Plan which was submitted to me in December sets out the quantum 
and type of health services to be provided in 2013 within the overall level of funding provided. 
In accordance with the Health Act 2004  I approved the National Service Plan and laid a copy 
of the plan before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 9 January this year.  Subsequently, the 
Executive prepared and published its the Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which 
underpin the National Service Plan at the end of February. These plans set out the detail of the 
level of services to be provided, including acute services in the two hospitals referred to by the 
Deputy.  The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services set out in these Regional Plans 
and to ensure that services are delivered within budget.  

The Director General Designate of the HSE, Tony O’Brien, has provided full briefing on 
the Regional Service Plans to the Regional Forums.  In relation to the specific query raised by 
the Deputy regarding the two hospitals’ budgets, I have referred this to the HSE for direct reply. 

20/03/2013WRAAA00850Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Working Conditions

20/03/2013WRAAA0090034. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the way he intends to improve the 
working conditions of non consultant hospital doctors; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13841/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0100073. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans for improving the 
conditions of non-consultant hospital doctors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13849/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA01100539. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if he proposes to alleviate the 
pressure on junior doctors as regards their working conditions, when they are working shifts in 
excess of 36 hours on a regular basis, when many doctors working for surgical services work 
in house for 56 hours straight at weekends and when there is poor compliance with the EWTD 
nationally causing potential dangers to both patient and doctor alike; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13959/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 34, 73 and 
539 together.

The Government is committed to achieving compliance with the European Working Time 
Directive in respect of non-consultant hospital doctors (NCHDs) by 2014. I have emphasised to 
the HSE the high priority the Government and I attach to this issue.

The Health Service Executive’s Service Plan for 2013 specifically recognises the need to 
address the issue as a priority, stating that there will be a particular focus in the acute hospital 
service on the achievement of compliance with the European Working Time Directive amongst 
the non-consultant hospital doctor workforce, in line with the Implementation Plan submitted 
to the Commission in 2012.

A key priority for the HSE in 2013 will be a further reduction of average weekly hours 
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worked and also a reduction in the duration of shifts undertaken. The Executive is bringing a 
strong and particular focus to the achievement of compliance with the Directive.  New and de-
manding targets and timescales have been issued to hospital managers and clinical directors and 
progress on a site-by-site basis will be assessed against these.  The HSE has recently established 
a national group chaired by a senior executive to bring a clear and urgent focus to: implemen-
tation of the Directive, assessment of performance and site-by-site accountability for change.

The HSE is also engaging with the training bodies in relation to progressing compliance.  

I am satisfied that the HSE is making every effort to improve the working hours of NCHDs 
which will in turn facilitate the provision of improved and safer delivery of services to patients. 

  Questions Nos. 35 and 36 answered with Question No. 7.

20/03/2013WRAAA01350Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRAAA0140037. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists for children in Midland Regional Hospital, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14283/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0150046. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists for children in Galway University Hospital; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14319/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0160048. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient waiting lists for children in Kerry General Hospital; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14337/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0170066. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient waiting lists for children in South Infirmary Victoria University Hos-
pital, County Cork; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14306/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0180070. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists for children in Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick 
Children, Crumlin, Dublin; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14296/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0190080. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient waiting lists for children in Cavan General Hospital; the impact of these 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14268/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0200081. Deputy Mary Mitchell O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the measures that 
have been taken to tackle day case waiting lists for children in Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hos-
pital; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14300/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0210092. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been tak-
en to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists for children in St Luke’s General Hospital, 
County Kilkenny; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14309/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0220093. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the actions taken to reduce wait-
ing times for children awaiting in-patient and day case surgery; the impact of these measures; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14258/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0230099. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists for children in Waterford Regional Hospital; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14322/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA02400128. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient and day case waiting lists for children in Midland Regional Hospital 
Mullingar, County Westmeath; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14290/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA02500131. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists for children in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin; 
the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14264/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA02600141. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken to 
tackle in-patient waiting lists for children in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, County 
Louth; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14294/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA02700162. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle in-patient waiting lists for children in Tallaght Hospital, Dublin 24; the impact 
of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14314/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 37, 46, 48, 
66, 70, 80, 81, 92, 93, 99, 128, 131, 141 and 162 together.

 In 2011, I established the Special Delivery Unit in my Department as set out in the Pro-
gramme for Government. The aim of the SDU is to unblock access to acute services by improv-
ing the flow of patients through the system. The SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially 
on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that no 
child should wait longer than 20 weeks for inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of De-
cember 2012, the number of children nationally having to wait more than 20 weeks was down 
to 89, a drop of 95% on the 1,759 children waiting longer than the target in December 2011.

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon and the 
20-week target remains in place for 2013. It is important to recognise that the progress made 
in 2012 does not mean the problem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challeng-
ing. For example, winter pressures have impacted on scheduled care waiting times for children. 
However, in the coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-bal-
ancing scheduled care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012. 

20/03/2013WRAAA02850Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRAAA0290038. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Wexford General Hospital; the impact of these 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14326/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0300043. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in St Columcille’s Hospital Loughlinstown, County 
Dublin; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14342/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0310047. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health the measures that 
have been taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Midland Regional Hospital, 
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Portlaoise, County Laois; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14288/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0320055. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Sligo General Hospital; the impact of these mea-
sures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14304/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0330071. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the measures that have 
been taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Cavan General Hospital; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14269/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0340082. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, 
County Offaly; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14292/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0350091. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys nationally; the impact of these measures; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14262/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0360096. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Ennis, County 
Clare; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14333/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA03700101. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, Dub-
lin; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14343/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA03800105. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken to 
tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Tallaght, Dublin 24; the impact of these measures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14316/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA03900115. Deputy Anthony Lawlor asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Naas General Hospital, County Kildare; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14341/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA04000118. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, County Meath; 
the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14298/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA04100120. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, 
County Westmeath; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14285/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA04200159. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in University College Hospital, County Galway; the 
impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14320/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA04300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 38, 43, 47, 
55, 71, 82, 91, 96, 101, 105, 115, 118, 120 and 159 together.

 Immediately following my appointment, I set out to address the issues which have been 
causing unacceptable delays in patients being treated in our hospitals. I established the Special 
Delivery Unit (SDU), as set out in the Programme for Government. The SDU is working to 
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unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system.  Since 
its establishment there has been significant improvements in the waiting times for unscheduled 
care against a background of reduced funding for health, reconfiguration of services and a chal-
lenging socio-economic climate.

Hospitals across the country have experienced a surge in presentations to ED, as would be 
expected in the winter months, resulting in high demand for admissions and a consequent rise 
in trolley waits. Recent outbreaks of influenza have created additional logistical difficulties in 
relation to the admission, movement and discharge of patients in some hospitals. Those hospi-
tals have released media messages advising non-attendance and restrictions on visiting.  The 
SDU continues to monitor ED activity closely, engaging with key hospitals via teleconference 
and on-site meetings, collaborating in putting in place a range of measures to assist with patient 
flow and reviewing the available data for trends in relation to the reported levels of high activity. 

Despite these pressures the year on year improvements continue nationally. Numbers re-
corded on trolleys at the end of 2012 showed a marked improvement of 23.6% less than 2011 
which equates to 20,386 less people. From 1st January to 15th   March, there has been a total 
of 15,220 patients on trolleys: this is a reduction of 2,258 patients or 12.9% on the equivalent 
period last year. Priority now is to reduce long waiters (over 9 hours) as we move to a six hour 
patient journey target. The SDU and the Patient Safety & Quality Directorate in the are cur-
rently in communication to agree a mechanism of capturing and responding in instances where 
a Hospital reports one or more patients breaching 24 hours on a trolley on one or more occasion.

20/03/2013WRAAA04350Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRAAA0440039. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the likely impact of the cuts in 
numbers of staff in services for older persons, mental health and disability revealed in the recent 
Health Service Executive regional service plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13850/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0450044. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his assessment of the impact of the 
cuts in numbers of staff in services for older persons, mental health and disability announced in 
the recent Health Service Executive regional service plans; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13842/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 39 and 44 together.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive must prepare a service plan and 
submit it to the Minister for Health following publication of the Estimates.  The National Ser-
vice Plan which was submitted to Minister Reilly in December sets out the quantum and type 
of health services to be provided in 2013 within the overall level of funding provided. In ac-
cordance with the Act Minister Reilly approved the National Service Plan and laid a copy of the 
plan before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 9th   January this year.  Subsequently, the Execu-
tive prepared and published its Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which underpin 
the National Service Plan. The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services set out in 
these Regional Plans and to ensure that services are delivered within budget. 

The Director General Designate of the HSE, Tony O’Brien, has provided full briefing on the 
Regional Service Plans to the Regional Fora.
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20/03/2013WRAAA04650Hospital Mortality Rates Report

20/03/2013WRAAA0470040. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in pub-
lishing the report on mortality rates at acute hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13682/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA04800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The CMO’s Office of my Department has 
been working on a report entitled ‘Health Care Quality Indicators in the Irish Health System: 
Examining the Potential of Hospital Discharge Data’. This report includes the measure of re-
corded 30 day in-hospital mortality rates following heart attack. This work demonstrates the 
value of using the Hospital In-Patient Enquiry (HIPE) system to derive knowledge and un-
derstanding of health care quality.  However, it has also uncovered variation in the accuracy 
of data as reported through the HIPE system.  Some individual hospitals have attributed this 
variation to inaccuracies in the medical chart and the subsequent coding of information inputted 
by individual hospitals to the HIPE system.  The data is collected and inputted by the hospi-
tals themselves and, therefore, they are responsible for the quality of the inputted information. 
Every public hospital in the country has been written to in order that they can ensure that the 
information they record and report for 2011 and 2012 is accurate. Following a period of consul-
tation and further analysis, the report entitled ‘Health Care Quality Indicators in the Irish Health 
System: Examining the Potential of Hospital Discharge Data’ is currently being finalised with 
a view to publication in the near future. 

20/03/2013WRAAA04850Medical Card Eligibility

20/03/2013WRAAA0490041. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the manner in which criteria for 
medical card qualification will be changed as signalled in the Health Service Executive 2013 
National Service Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13787/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As part of Budget 
2013, it was announced that the income thresholds for medical cards for the over 70’s age group 
are to be changed.  The intention is that: 

 -  persons aged 70 years and over, whose gross weekly income is not more than €600 
in the case of single persons and €1,200 in the case of couples, will qualify for full eligibility 
(medical cards).

- persons aged 70 years and over, whose gross weekly income is more than €600 but less 
than €700 in the case of single persons and more than €1,200 but less than €1,400 in the case of 
couples, will qualify for GP Visit Cards.

People who do not qualify for a medical card are entitled to make use of the Drugs Payment 
Scheme (DPS) which reimburses the cost of medication that exceeds a monthly threshold. The 
new rules will not take effect until later in 2013, after primary legislation has been enacted. The 
implementation date will be announced and publicised in advance by the Department and the 
HSE. 

It was also announced that, in relation to eligibility for the standard medical card, the rules 
relating to a person’s spending that are taken into account when carrying out the means test will 
be tightened.  The Department will first examine this proposal in more detail in consultation 
with the HSE.  Again, the new rules and the implementation date will be announced and publi-
cised in advance by the Department and the HSE.
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20/03/2013WRAAA05050Mobility Allowance Decision

20/03/2013WRAAA0510042. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the reason the mobility allowance 
was abolished without any indication given as to what would replace it; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13837/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0520075. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the decision 
to cease the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes until such time as an 
alternative is put in place that is both compliant with equality legislation and provides at least 
equivalent support to all individuals qualifying under the said two schemes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13784/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA05300108. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when a replacement for 
the mobility allowance will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13847/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA05400157. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Health if a deadline has been set for 
the putting in place of an alternative, equivalent and equitable scheme or schemes to replace the 
mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13785/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA05500493. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a progress report 
on the proposed new mobility grant alternative; the disability organisations that are being con-
sulted; if the new proposal will be in place by 1 July; if current holders have to reapply or will 
their existing certificates be accepted in the new system; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13640/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA05600537. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the representative bodies 
involved in consultations relating to new schemes to replace the mobility allowance and moto-
rised transport grant; if he will provide a timeframe for the introduction of a new scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13954/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 42, 75, 108, 157, 493 and 537 together.

The Government is very conscious of the needs of people with a disability who require 
transport supports from the State and also conscious of the position of the Ombudsman that the 
Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport Grant schemes are illegal in the context of the 
Equal Status Acts.  Minister Reilly and I considered the recommendations of the Ombudsman 
in relation to both schemes carefully and in particular, we looked at the potential cost of imple-
menting the recommended changes.  Any additional cost incurred by expansion of the schemes 
would have to be met from current expenditure and result in a reduction of front-line specialist 
disability, older people and mental health services for people who need them.  It is clear that an 
extension of either scheme would create serious financial pressure on the health budget in the 
current climate and would be unsustainable.  

Following detailed consideration of issues involved with Cabinet colleagues, the Govern-
ment decided on 26th February that it is no longer possible to allow the two schemes to continue 
as they presently operate and to devise an alternative solution for meeting people’s needs.  A 
special review group, which is independently chaired, has been established to seek an alterna-
tive method to provide for the needs of people in a manner that does not run counter to the 
Equal Status Acts.  The initial phase of the group’s work, which is led by the Department of 
Health, will concentrate on issues around Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport 
Grant.  Thereafter, the group will continue, under the leadership of a different Government De-
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partment, to look at opportunities for the enhancement of the transport options provided to the 
relevant persons in need.  As part of the initial phase of the review, the Health Service Executive 
will examine the circumstances of all those currently benefiting from the schemes to ensure the 
identified solutions will encompass their priority mobility needs.  In addition, the Minister for 
Health has instructed the HSE to contact each individual in receipt of the payments to notify 
them of this decision.

It is important to note that, although the Government’s decision ends both schemes to new 
applicants with immediate effect, the payment of mobility allowance to those currently in re-
ceipt of it, will continue for a period of four months following the decision.  It is also important 
to note that the decision is in no way intended to save costs and the funding involved in the two 
schemes (€10.6 million) remains committed to meeting the priority transport needs of people 
with a disability.

In advance of the establishment of the Project Group,  Department of Health officials met 
with representatives of the National Federation of Voluntary Bodies, the Disability Federation 
of Ireland and the Irish Wheelchair Association at my request.  In addition, membership of 
the Project Group, which is independently chaired, is drawn from both the statutory and non-
statutory sectors.  The work of the Project Group is being supported by the National Disability 
Authority and includes representatives from the Irish Wheelchair Association, the Disability 
Federation of Ireland, an independent service user and advocate for people with disabilities 
and a retired County Council Manager with relevant experience.  Both Minister Reilly and 
myself have instructed the Project Group to seek solutions across the whole of Government, so 
that alongside representatives from the Department of Health and the HSE, membership also 
includes representatives from Pobal and from the Departments of Transport, Tourism & Sport, 
Environment, Community and Local Government, Social Protection and Finance.   

The Project Group has already met twice and their next meeting is scheduled for 25th March.  
The Government decision includes a requirement that the results of the review will be presented 
to the Government before any final decisions are made on future arrangements.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 38.

  Question No. 44 answered with Question No. 39.

20/03/2013WRAAA05950Suicide Prevention

20/03/2013WRAAA0600045. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the measures he is putting in place 
to tackle suicide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13867/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA0610095. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the action he is taking to reduce 
the incidence of suicide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13857/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 45 and 95 together.

Suicide is a tragedy that we are constantly working to prevent and also working to give more 
support to the families affected.  Dealing with the current high levels of suicide and deliberate 
self harm is a priority for this Government.  Reach Out our National Strategy for Action on 
Suicide Prevention makes a number of recommendations in relation to fast track referrals to 
community-based mental health services, effective response to deliberate self harm, training, 
stigma reduction, etc.   Since the launch of Reach Out and the establishment of the National 
Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP), there has been a significant amount of cross-sectoral 
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working which has resulted in considerable advances in suicide prevention.  The NOSP has 
implemented many of the action areas engaging a strategic approach in four key areas - deliv-
ering a general population approach to mental health promotion and suicide prevention; using 
targeted programmes for people at high risk of suicide; delivering services to individuals who 
have engaged in deliberate self harm and providing support to families and communities be-
reaved by suicide; and commissioning research into suicidal behaviour. 

Earlier this year, the NOSP established an Expert Group to review the current activities in 
the area of suicide prevention and to determine the priorities within this area to ensure that we 
maximise available resources.  The Group will also review current national and international 
evidence on effective approaches in suicide prevention and will consider how the emerging evi-
dence base can be used to inform the remaining period of the Reach Out   strategy and influence 
new policy on suicide prevention  beyond 2014.

Priority suicide prevention initiatives identified for this year include:

- The further development of existing National Mental Health Awareness campaigns to pro-
mote help seeking

- Increased training for GPs and practice staff.

- Building the capacity of communities to respond to suicide.

- Implementation of the clinical care programme for self-harm.  This will include the fund-
ing of nursing posts within Hospital Emergency Departments, training of acute hospital staff on 
suicide and self-harm intervention and the development of the SCAN (Suicide Crisis Assess-
ment Nurse) model which allows for crisis interventions at primary care.

- Investment in voluntary agencies providing frontline services. 

The annual budget for suicide prevention increased this year to over €13m, with €8.1m 
available to the NOSP to fund voluntary and statutory agencies delivering services in the area 
of prevention, intervention, postvention and research and the remaining €5m available region-
ally to fund Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention, Self-Harm Liaison Nurses in Hospital 
Emergency Departments and local suicide prevention initiatives.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 37.

  Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 38.

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 37.

20/03/2013WRAAA06550Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRAAA0660049. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the standards, guide-
lines, protocols and procedures which are in place for the support and supervision of school 
going children with type 1 diabetes in their efforts to control their blood glucose levels; if he 
will outline measures used to ensure these are adhered to; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13778/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA06700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 7.
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20/03/2013WRAAA06850Patient Transport Provision

20/03/2013WRAAA0690051. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the Health Service 
Executive policy in relation to transport from hospital to post-operative care of senior citizens 
following replacement hip or other serious orthopaedic surgery; and if a HSE ambulance is 
used, if he will outline the cost to public and private patients [14352/13]

20/03/2013WRAAA07000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Patient transport is the responsibility of the 
Health Service Executive. The HSE National Ambulance Service is developing non-emergency 
transport, through a national intermediate care service (ICS) , which is key to resolving bed and 
clinical management pressures.   ICS will allow for safe, planned and timely clinical transfers 
of inpatients to the most appropriate facility, depending on their acuity and clinical needs.  This 
will allow for beds to be made available for higher acuity admissions through emergency de-
partments.  ICS will also release emergency resources for emergency functions, for improved 
response times and performances in pre-hospital care.  To date, ICS has been implemented in 
Cavan, Castleblayney, South County Dublin, Letterkenny, Sligo, Galway, Limerick, Roscom-
mon, Mallow and Bantry.  Supported by the 2013 National Service Plan, the NAS intends to 
expand ICS to Waterford, Cork Tralee, Castlebar and Drogheda and to increase services in 
Dublin and Galway during 2013.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

 Questions Nos. 52 and 53 answered with Question No. 17. 

20/03/2013WRB00150Health Services Staff Remuneration

20/03/2013WRB0020054. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if he has considered a proposal 
for a salary review in respect of the chief executive officer of the Health Service Executive; 
if this is an upward review; the sum involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13775/13]

20/03/2013WRB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive (Governance) 
Bill 2012 provides for the replacement of the HSE Board with a Directorate structure.  The Di-
rectorate will be comprised of the Director General and a number of senior managers, and will 
have collective responsibility as the governing authority for the HSE.  As well as chairing the 
Directorate, the Director General will be responsible for the management of the HSE.  

The annual salary for the present Deputy CEO of the HSE  has been set at €194,950.  Once 
the new Bill has been passed by the Oireachtas, I intend to formally appoint the Deputy CEO 
as Director General.  The salary rate which will then apply to this post will be agreed with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  I have no proposals for an upward review of 
the salary for this position.  The rate for the position, as with all senior public service posts, 
will be subject to reduction in line with the arrangements announced by the Government in the 
context of the public service pay talks which concluded on 25 February last.

 Question No. 55 answered with Question No. 38.

 Question No. 56 answered with Question No. 7.
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20/03/2013WRB00550Services for People with Disabilities

20/03/2013WRB0060057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the way the recently pub-
lished Health Service Executive regional plans will help those requiring disability services; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13863/13]

20/03/2013WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive must prepare a service plan and submit it to me 
for my approval following publication of the Estimates.  The National Service Plan which was 
submitted to me in December sets out the quantum and type of health services to be provided in 
2013 within the overall level of funding provided.

In accordance with the Act I approved the National Service Plan and laid a copy of the plan 
before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 9 January this year.  Subsequently, the Executive pre-
pared and published its the Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which underpin the 
National Service Plan at the end of February. The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of 
services set out in these Regional Plans and to ensure that services are delivered within budget. 

The Director General Designate of the HSE, Tony O’Brien, has provided full briefing on the 
Regional Service Plans to the Regional Fora.

  Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 7.

  Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 17.

20/03/2013WRB00950Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRB0100060. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if there has been any full 
report in relation to the review of the configuration of services in the Health Service Executive 
Dublin south/Wicklow area comprising St. Vincent’s University Hospital, St. Michael’s Hos-
pital and St. Columcille’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14348/13]

20/03/2013WRB0110063. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health if there has been any full report 
in relation to the review of the configuration of services in the Health Service Executive Dublin 
south/Wicklow area comprising St. Vincent’s University Hospital, St. Michael’s Hospital and 
St. Columcille’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14349/13]

20/03/2013WRB01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 60 and 63 
together.

As the Deputy’s query relates to operational matters for the Health Service Executive, this 
question has been forwarded to the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRB01250Provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

20/03/2013WRB0130061. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will protect funding 
for not-for-profit organisations that provide neurorehabilitation supports; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13783/13]

20/03/2013WRB01400122. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he will invest in the imple-
mentation of the neurorehabilitation strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13782/13]
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20/03/2013WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 61 and 122 together.

The aim of neuro-rehabilitation is to enable the person to achieve the highest possible level 
of independence.  Desired outcomes range from a return to full independence in social and 
work situations to a person requiring long-term support and care but with a higher level of inde-
pendence than in the absence of neuro-rehabilitation.  Current services available include acute 
hospital services; the National Rehabilitation Hospital; multidisciplinary community services; 
long-term assisted living supports; and rehabilitative training services.  These services are pro-
vided directly by the Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory organisations.

The Department of Health and the HSE have developed and published the “National Policy 
and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services in Ireland 2011 - 2015”. In ad-
dition the HSE is developing its Rehabilitation Medicine Programme within the Clinical Strat-
egy and Programmes Directorate.  The Report is the overarching policy on neuro-rehabilitation 
services and  includes proposals for a framework for the future of neuro-rehabilitation services 
in Ireland and proposals on implementing the report including key elements such as guiding 
principles; implementation structure; methodology for implementation; and information and 
communication.

The Report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to me-
dium term has to be on re-configuration of services, structures and resources and the enhance-
ment of the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has been working in collaboration with the Na-
tional Disability Unit as part of an expert Working Group planning for the implementation of 
the Report.  The key priority areas, as identified in the HSE’s National Operational Plan for 
2013 are to map and develop Integrated Service Area level rehabilitation networks; and imple-
ment the model of care for rehabilitation services within the networks with a focus on commu-
nity rehabilitation.

The Rehabilitation Medicine Programme has incorporated key elements of the Report into 
its own Model of Care and adopted the Strategy’s recommendation of “hub and spoke” model 
for specialist rehabilitation services and is keen to progress with a comprehensive model for the 
continuation of such service into the community.

With regard to funding agencies, this Government currently provides over €1.5 billion to 
the Disability Services Programme through the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013. We are 
committed to protecting frontline services for people with disabilities, including neuro-rehabil-
itation services, to the greatest possible extent.  The Minister for Health is working to ensure 
that protection is afforded to the disability sector and the Social Care area as a whole.  While 
the allocation for disability services in 2013 will be reduced by 1.2%, its share of the estimate 
reduction, the HSE is seeking to maximise the provision of services within available resources 
and to maintaining a consistent level to that provided in 2012.

20/03/2013WRB01550Hospital Services

20/03/2013WRB0160062. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that lamp treatment facilities for psoriasis patients are not in use in Beaumont Hospital, 
Dublin, because of non-deployment of staff; if he will address this as a matter of urgency with 
the Health Service Executive and the hospital in order that this treatment can be made available 
to the patients who need it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13777/13]
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20/03/2013WRB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

 Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 60.

 Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 28.

 Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 7.

 Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 37.

20/03/2013WRB02150Nursing Home Services

20/03/2013WRB0220067. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in 
detail a breakdown of the further 55 public nursing home bed closures scheduled in 2013 in 
the Dublin-north east Health Service Executive region; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13766/13]

20/03/2013WRB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRB02350Nursing Home Inspections

20/03/2013WRB0240068. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a complaint (details supplied) and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13685/13]

20/03/2013WRB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health Act 2007, statutory responsibility is given to the Chief Inspector of Social Services, part 
of the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA), for the independent inspection and 
registration of certain categories of designated centres including residential care settings for 
older people.

This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive quality framework comprising the 
Health Act 2007, the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2009, as amended, the Health Act 2007 (Registration of Designated 
Centres for Older People) Regulations 2009 and the   National Quality Standards for Residen-
tial Care Settings for Older People in Ireland.

The Care and Welfare Regulations provide that all nursing homes, both public and private, 
have a complaints procedure in place in relation to the making, handling and investigation of 
complaints. 

As a regulator HIQA has no formal legal role in examining individual complaints, however, 
the Authority does take into account all information it receives, including complaints from the 
public, when carrying out inspections.  The Chief Inspector has the power to refuse to register, 
attach conditions to a registration or cancel the registration of a designated centre in the event 
of non-compliance with the Regulations or the Standards.

In the case of the Health Service Executive and public facilities the Health Act 2004 pro-
vides a framework for statutory complaints.  Advice and instructions for making complaints 
about a service or an individual may be found at www.healthcomplaints.ie.  When an individual 
is not satisfied with the response he or she receives, he or she may wish to take the complaint 
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further by seeking a review from the HSE’s Director of Advocacy or the Office of the Ombuds-
man.  

  Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 7.

  Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 37.

          Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 38.
              Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 7. 

        Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 34.

  Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 17.

  Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 42.

20/03/2013WRC00650Hospital Bed Numbers

20/03/2013WRC0070076. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the current number of acute 
public hospital beds and the number in March 2010; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13793/13]

20/03/2013WRC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRC00850Health Service Recruitment

20/03/2013WRC0090077. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if, in view of the very small num-
bers applying, he will set aside the scheme of recruitment of fully qualified nurses on two year 
contracts at 80% of the salaries of their colleagues, and replace it with recruitment of required 
nurses in the normal manner to address staffing problems in our public hospital system; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13786/13]

20/03/2013WRC0100078. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an 
update on the graduate nurse recruitment programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13845/13]

20/03/2013WRC01100125. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a progress 
report on his graduate nurse recruitment programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13853/13]

20/03/2013WRC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 77, 78 and 
125 together.

Applications from graduate nurses under this scheme will continue to be accepted by the 
HSE.  In line with normal practice, the HSE will aim to facilitate applicants with offers of ap-
pointment to posts in the part of the country for which they have expressed a preference.

The HSE has decided that applications for Phase 1, covering registered general nurses for 
the Acute Hospital setting and the Community, will be accepted on a rolling basis for 2012 
graduates, and also those who graduated in 2010 and 2011.  Phase 2, which covers General, 
Mental Health, Intellectual Disability and Midwifery Mental Health, Intellectual Disability, 
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Midwifery launched in mid-February.

Recruitment will continue during 2013. Paediatrics will launch at a later stage and there will 
also be opportunities for those who graduate in 2013 to participate.  The scheme was introduced 
on the assumption that intake would be spread over a period, especially since the scheme was 
being introduced some months after most 2012 graduates completed their training.

The initiative will give nursing and midwifery graduates an employment opportunity and 
facilitate their professional development.  They will be able to avail of a suite of educational 
programmes including intravenous canulation and training in anaphylaxis treatment. It has also 
been agreed that participants will be facilitated in obtaining a certificate in advanced healthcare 
skills to cover areas such as health assessment and pharmacology.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform approved this employment initiative on 
the basis that participants would not be counted in health service staff numbers and that it would 
contribute to savings on unsustainable levels of agency and overtime expenditure. The HSE’s 
National Service Plan for 2013 provides for a saving of €10m in the current year, arising from 
the introduction of this scheme.  This level of saving will need to be achieved regardless of up-
take.  Given the requirement on the HSE to reduce numbers employed and to maximise savings, 
there is only very limited scope to offer permanent nursing posts at present.

The graduate nurse/midwife scheme represents an opportunity for a substantial number of 
recently-qualified nurses and midwives to work in Ireland for a two-year period and to gain 
valuable experience and additional skills at a time when job opportunities in the public service 
are, regrettably, very limited.

20/03/2013WRC01250Pharmacy Services

20/03/2013WRC0130079. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the concern of people with epilepsy that generic substitution is not appropriate in the 
case of antiepileptic medications, AEDs; if he will frame an appropriate exclusion in the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, as is the case in other jurisdictions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13781/13]

20/03/2013WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, passed Committee Stage yes-
terday. Under the Bill, Irish Medicines Board has statutory responsibility for establishing and 
publishing a List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products.

In deciding whether to add a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchangeable 
Medicinal Products, the Board must be satisfied that each medicinal product which falls within 
the group:

(a) has the same qualitative and quantitative composition in each of its active substances as 
each of the other medicinal products which fall within the group;

(b) is in the same pharmaceutical form as, or in a pharmaceutical form that is appropriate for 
substitution for, each of the other products in the group; and

(c) has the same route of administration as each of the other medicinal products which fall 
within the group.

In addition, the Bill provides that the Board is not permitted to add a group of medicinal 
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products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products where:

- there is a difference in bioavailability between the medicinal products and the interchange-
able medicinal products which currently fall within the group of interchangeable medicinal 
products which may lead to a clinically significant difference in efficacy between them, and

- any of the medicinal  products cannot be safely substituted for any one or more of the other 
medicinal products in the group.

I would like to emphasise that in making a decision to add a medicinal product to a group of 
interchangeable medicinal products or a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchange-
able Medicinal Products the Board is obliged to have regard to the criteria as set out in the 
Bill and that these criteria fully reflect the recommendations set out in the Joint Department of 
Health/HSE report ‘Proposed Model of Reference Pricing and Generic Substitution’ (the Moran 
Report, 2010) regarding criteria for interchangeability.

To further enhance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 13 of the Bill 
allows a prescriber to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable medicinal prod-
uct should, for clinical reasons, not be substituted.  I am satisfied that these provisions address 
the concerns raised by the Deputy. I met with the Irish Epilepsy association in January and 
explained this position.

It is also important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly the same standards 
of quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. All of the generic 
medicines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet the requirements of 
the Irish Medicines Board.

Question No. 80 and 81 answered with Question No. 37.

Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 38.

Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 18.

20/03/2013WRC01850General Medical Services Scheme

20/03/2013WRC0190084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on recent reports 
that citizens in possession of a medical card are finding it extremely difficult to access general 
medical services; his further views on whether some medical card holders are similarly finding 
it extremely difficult to switch doctors; if his attention has been drawn to any areas in which this 
is a particular problem; the steps he will take to tackle such occurrences; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13740/13]

20/03/2013WRC02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have been ad-
vised by the HSE that there are instances where doctors may decline to take on extra patients 
due to the number of patients already on their General Medical Services (GMS) list.  In cases 
where an eligible person is having difficulty accessing a General Practitioner’s GMS list, they 
should contact either their HSE Local Health Office or the HSE’s Central Medical Card Office, 
who will assist them in getting access to a GP in their area.

The HSE has also advised that it is unaware of any difficulties for medical card holders in 
relation to changing their “Doctor of Choice”.  However, if the Deputy wishes to provide infor-
mation about a particular case, will arrange to have the matter investigated further.
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20/03/2013WRC02050Home Care Packages

20/03/2013WRC0210085. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the measures he will take to 
help children with life-limiting conditions and their families who are caring for them; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13871/13]

20/03/2013WRC02200114. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a paedi-
atric care package for children with life-limiting illnesses; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13870/13]

20/03/2013WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 85 and 114 together.

The issue of the provision of home care packages for children with life-limiting conditions 
is complex. This group includes children who may require short to medium term care, children 
who have a disability and require long-term care and also sick children for whom there is no 
reasonable hope of a cure and who are expected to die.

The national policy document Palliative Care for Children with Life-limiting Condi-
tions in Ireland – a National Policy (2010) provides the foundation and sets out clear direc-
tion for the development of an integrated palliative care service for children and their fami-
lies, across all care settings. Following the publication of the policy document the National 
Development Committee for Children’s Palliative Care (NDC) was established by the Health 
Service Executive. The committee is co-chaired by the HSE and the Irish Hospice Foundation. 
The Committee has overall responsibility for overseeing the implementation of the national 
policy recommendations. The committee’s emphasis on partnership is reflected in its member-
ship comprising statutory, voluntary, professional, and parent involvement. Lauralynn and The 
Jack & Jill Foundation are members.

In October 2012 the HSE regions were asked to indicate the total previous 12 month spend 
on home nursing care for children with life-limiting conditions. This amounted to €8.58m. 
However, it is widely acknowledged that due to financial coding issues within the system the to-
tal spend is actually significantly higher than this amount. It is also acknowledged that children 
with life-limiting conditions, and particularly children with palliative care needs, are prioritised 
within the regions and every effort is made to provide home care packages to these children and 
their families. 

The HSE is aware that a more systematic/coherent approach is needed around the provision 
of funding for home care packages for children.

It is also concerned that proper governance arrangements are in place to ensure that the care 
being provided is clinically sound and that those providing the care to this cohort of children 
are adequately trained. To this end a working group has been established in HSE Dublin Mid-
Leinster. The group has identified the total spend on home care packages for children and has 
implemented a standardised financial coding system. It is intended that this approach will be 
replicated across all four regions.

In addition to this the National Development Committee has commenced its work on the 
development of standards for the provision of home and out-of-home respite care. This will be 
done in partnership with current voluntary providers such as the Jack and Jill Foundation and 
Lauralynn’s Children’s Hospice.

One of the national policy recommendations was the employment of eight children’s Out-
reach Nurses. One of the responsibilities of these Nurses is to facilitate a co-ordinated support 
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structure for children with life-limiting conditions and their families. The Nurse will identify 
the needs of each child and ensure that families are appropriately linked in to local services. 
Three nurses are in place (Drogheda, Limerick and Waterford); the fourth will take up her post 
at the end of March (Temple Street); and the remaining four nurses should be in place within 
6-8 weeks (Crumlin, Mullingar, Cork and Galway).

The first Consultant Paediatrician with a Special Interest in Paediatric Palliative Medicine 
has also been appointed to Crumlin Hospital.  The support structure for these children and their 
families includes health care staff across a range of disciplines. Some of these staff require ad-
ditional training on working with children with life-limiting conditions. In order to address this, 
a national programme of continuing professional education on caring for children with life-
limiting conditions has been established in Crumlin Children’s Hospital.

Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 7.

20/03/2013WRC02450Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRC0250087. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists for children in Cork University Hospital; the mea-
sures that have been taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in Cork University Hos-
pital; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14271/13]

20/03/2013WRC02600139. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, 
County Louth; the measures that have been taken to tackle the number of patients on trolleys in 
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital; the impact of these measures; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14293/13]

20/03/2013WRC02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 and 139 
together.

In 2011, I established the Special Delivery Unit in my Department as set out in the Pro-
gramme for Government. The aim of the SDU is to unblock access to acute services by improv-
ing the flow of patients through the system. The SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially 
on waiting times for in-patient and daycase elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that 
no adult should wait longer than 9 months for inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of 
December 2012, the number of adults having to wait more than 9 months for inpatient and day 
case surgery nationally had fallen to 86. This was down from 3,706 in December 2011, repre-
senting a 98% decrease.

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon. For 
2013, the target is that no adult should be waiting longer than 8 months for inpatient or daycase 
treatment. It is important to recognise that the progress made in 2012 does not mean the prob-
lem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging. For example, winter pressures 
in Emergency Departments have impacted on scheduled care waiting times. However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care to maintain the improvements seen in 2012 and to achieve the new 2013 target.  Since 
its establishment of the SDU there has been significant improvements in the waiting times for 
unscheduled care against a background of reduced funding for health, reconfiguration of ser-
vices and a challenging socio-economic climate. Hospitals across the country have experienced 
a surge in presentations to ED, as would be expected in the winter months, resulting in high 
demand for admissions and a consequent rise in trolley waits. Recent outbreaks of influenza 



20 March 2013

137

have created additional logistical difficulties in relation to the admission, movement and dis-
charge of patients in some hospitals. Those hospitals have released media messages advising 
non-attendance and restrictions on visiting.  The SDU continues to monitor ED activity closely, 
engaging with key hospitals via teleconference and on-site meetings, collaborating in putting in 
place a range of measures to assist with patient flow and reviewing the available data for trends 
in relation to the reported levels of high activity.

Despite these pressures the year on year improvements continue nationally. Numbers re-
corded on trolleys at the end of 2012 showed a marked improvement of 23.6% less than 2011 
which equates to 20,386 fewer people. From 1st January to 15th March, there has been a total 
of 15,220 patients on trolleys: this is a reduction of 2,258 patients or 12.9% on the equivalent 
period last year. Priority now is to reduce long waiters (over 9 hours) as we move to a six hour 
patient journey target. The SDU and the Patient Safety & Quality Directorate are currently in 
communication to agree a mechanism of capturing and responding in instances where a Hospi-
tal reports one or more patients breaching 24 hours on a trolley on one or more occasion.

With regard to the specific hospitals referred to, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputies  concerned.

Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 23.

Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 17.

20/03/2013WRD00250Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRD0030090. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the actions taken to reduce the 
waiting times for patients awaiting a routine endoscopy procedure; the impact of these mea-
sures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14259/13]

20/03/2013WRD00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2011, I established the Special Delivery 
Unit in my Department as set out in the Programme for Government. The aim of the SDU is 
to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system. The 
SDU’s initial focus was on inpatient and day case waiting times. 

With regard to routine endoscopies, for 2012 a target was set that no-one should wait lon-
ger than 13 weeks for routine endoscopy. The number of patients waiting over 13 weeks for 
a routine endoscopy procedure went down from 4,590 in December 2011 to 36 at the end of 
December 2012, a 99% decrease.

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon and the 
13-week target remains in place for 2013. It is important to recognise that the progress made in 
2012 does not mean the problem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging. 
For example, winter pressures have impacted on scheduled care waiting times. However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012. 

Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 38.

Questions Nos. 92 and 93 answered with Question No. 37.

Questions No. 94 answered with Question No. 7.

Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 45.
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 Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 38.

 Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 17.

20/03/2013WRD01050Home Help Service Provision

20/03/2013WRD0110098. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the situation 
regarding the provision of home help hours in the Health Service Executive Dublin north east 
area; if the technical adjustment will mean that 400,000 hours will be lost in this region; if he 
will reassure service users that their service will remain in place and that those who have lost 
hours in the past 12 months will have them reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13771/13]

20/03/2013WRD01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The target for 
Home Help hours in the HSE National Service Plan 2012 was incorrectly set at 10.7 million 
hours, due to a data collection error in the Dublin/North East region. The correct original target 
for 2012 should have been 10.3 million hours, and this is the target now also set for 2013. The 
error was purely methodological and there was, therefore, no loss of 400,000 hours.

 As is the case with all aspects of HSE service plans, the Home Help services are reviewed 
on a regular basis, in the context of achieving agreed targets or taking account of evolving cir-
cumstances over the course of 2013.

      Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 37.

Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 7.

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 38.

20/03/2013WRE00450Nursing Staff Provision

20/03/2013WRE00500102. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the num-
ber of public health nurses currently employed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13840/13]

20/03/2013WRE00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government 
has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be reduced to address 
public expenditure levels and meet its fiscal and budgetary targets.  The health sector must 
make its contribution to that reduction.  The primary aim is to cut the cost of services and not 
the services themselves.  However, in 2013, Primary Care funding of €20 million nationally 
will be invested to support the recruitment of prioritised front-line primary care team posts and 
enhance the capacity of the primary care sector.  The HSE’s 2013 National Service Plan has 
identified approximately 250 Primary Care posts, including Public Health Nurses, Registered 
General Nurses, Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists and Speech and Language Thera-
pists, that will be filled using the Resource Allocation model, which is based on deprivation and 
need and was developed by the HSE’s National Primary Care Office and Health Intelligence 
Unit.  Using this model, the HSE has completed a detailed analysis of the numbers and dis-
tribution of the above health care professionals.  The analysis revealed considerable variation 
across the 17 Integrated Service Areas in ratios of health care professionals to population, and 
to population numbers in areas of high deprivation.  Based on this analysis, it proposed that of 
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the approximately 250 posts, 70 Public Health Nurses and 37 Registered General Nurses will be 
recruited to Primary Care Teams.  It is my firm intention, along with my colleague the Minister 
for Health, to have these posts filled as soon as possible in 2013.  I am confident that these addi-
tional posts will have a positive impact on the ongoing development of services in the commu-
nity, giving people direct access to integrated multidisciplinary teams of health professionals.

20/03/2013WRE00650Hospital Bed Numbers

20/03/2013WRE00700103. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if capital works to in-
crease bed capacity will be undertaken to compensate for the further 22 bed closures signalled 
for St Mary’s Hospital, Castleblayney, County Monaghan, in 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13767/13]

20/03/2013WRE00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRE00850Hospital Trusts

20/03/2013WRE00900104. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when he will be announcing 
the reconfiguration of hospital groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13846/13]

20/03/2013WRE01000136. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when the new hospital groups 
will be formed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13836/13]

20/03/2013WRE01100150. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health if he will detail plans for hospital 
groups in respect of all hospitals in the Health Service Executive Dublin North East area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13773/13]

20/03/2013WRE01200155. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health when the new hospital groups 
will be formed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13861/13]

20/03/2013WRE01300503. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the date on which the plan in re-
lation to the grouping of regional hospitals will be published; the implications for the hospitals 
in Portlaoise, Tullamore and Mullingar; the services that will not be continuing in the region 
in the long term in view of the possible breaking up of the four hospitals; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13722/13]

20/03/2013WRE01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 104, 136, 
150, 155 and 503 together.

We have a large number and range of acute hospitals in Ireland, all of which are held in high 
esteem and used mainly by local people for the majority of their hospital care.  However, the 
provision of modern, high-quality and safe care requires increasing levels of co-operation and 
overarching systems of governance and communication.  We know the traditional practice of 
providing as many services as possible in every hospital is neither sustainable nor safe.  Experi-
ence in Ireland and abroad teaches us that a co-ordinated system of care is clearly better for pa-
tients than a sporadic approach from hospital to hospital.  The formation of Irish acute hospitals 
into a small number of groups, each with its own governance and management, will provide an 
optimum opportunity for hospital services to be configured to deliver high-quality safe patient 
care in a cost-effective manner.  It was with this in mind that I appointed Professor John Higgins 
in June of last year to chair a strategic board on the establishment of hospital groups.  I have re-
ceived Professor Higgins’s report, which is based on a comprehensive consultation process and 
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contains almost 60 recommendations on the formation, management and governance of hospi-
tal groups, all of which are strongly endorsed by the strategic board.  I will submit this report 
to the Government shortly to consider it and to decide on the final formation of each hospital 
group.  I appreciate that this report and the related Government decision are anxiously awaited.  
This is the most radical and most fundamental modernisation of our health system infrastruc-
ture since the foundation of the State.  I take very seriously my obligation to consider the report 
closely and assure myself and my Cabinet colleagues that it provides a robust basis to enable 
timely access to a high-quality and sustainable hospital service for those who need it.  The Gov-
ernment will decide on the initial make-up of hospital groups which will be established on an 
administrative basis pending the legislation required to set up hospital trusts by 2015.  Before 
those trusts are established, the composition and functioning of the groups will be reviewed.  If 
changes prove necessary, then they will be made with Government approval when the hospital 
trusts are being formed.  As such, it would be inappropriate and merely speculative to comment 
on the prospective impact of the formation of hospital groups on individual hospitals in advance 
of the consideration of the Higgins report by the Government.

Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 38.

Question No. 106 answered with Question No. 17.

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 7.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 42.

20/03/2013WRF00150HSE Regional Service Plans

20/03/2013WRF00200109. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the way the recently pub-
lished Health Service Executive regional plans will help older persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13864/13]

20/03/2013WRF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Under the 
Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive must prepare a service plan and submit it to the 
Minister for Health following publication of the Estimates.  The National Service Plan which 
was submitted to Minister Reilly in December sets out the quantum and type of health services 
to be provided in 2013 within the overall level of funding provided.

In accordance with the Act Minister Reilly approved the National Service Plan and laid a 
copy of the plan before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 9 January this year.  Subsequently, 
the Executive prepared and published its Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which 
underpin the National Service Plan. The HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services set 
out in these Regional Plans and to ensure that services are delivered within budget. 

The Director General Designate of the HSE, Tony O’Brien, has provided full briefing on the 
Regional Service Plans to the Regional Fora.

20/03/2013WRF00350Official Engagements

20/03/2013WRF00400110. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Health if he will report on his visit to 
London and Birmingham; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14344/13]

20/03/2013WRF00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I visited the U.K. between Wednesday 13th 
and Sunday 17th March. In addition to leading the London St. Patrick’s Day Parade I used the 
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opportunity to promote Irish interests, to meet with representatives of industry, tourism, the 
health sector, and Irish cultural and community organisations. 

On Wednesday 13th, I visited the Best of British and Irish  trade and travel show in Birming-
ham and met with Irish industry representatives as well as attending a lunch hosted by Tourism 
Ireland.  Also on Wednesday 13th, I met my British counterpart, the Rt. Hon. Jeremy Hunt, 
M.P., Secretary of State for Health at the Health Innovation Expo as well as attending a business 
networking event hosted by Enterprise Ireland.  On Thursday 14th I continued my visit with 
another set of meetings with Enterprise Ireland client companies as well as a series of meetings 
with Irish community organisations.  On Friday 15th and Saturday 16th I attended a number of 
cultural events and further business related networking events.  On Sunday 17th after meeting 
with some more Irish community groups I returned to Dublin after the London Parade. A full 
itinerary of my trip is available on the Department’s web site.

  Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 7.

  Questions Nos. 112 and 113 answered with Question No. 17.

  Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 85.

  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 38.

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 17.

20/03/2013WRF00598Hospitals Funding

20/03/2013WRF00600117. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if an impact analysis has 
been undertaken by his Department on the cut of €9 million from Saint James’s Hospital, Dub-
lin in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13790/13]

20/03/2013WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The HSE is taking a new approach this year 
in relation to determining hospital budgets. For the first time, budget allocations are related 
to projected spend rather than to historic budgets rolling forward from previous years. This is 
with a view to ensuring sustainable budgets into the future within the resources available. Here-
tofore, distribution of budgets across acute hospitals was made with limited reference to past 
organisational performance or realistic future cost reduction potential and the end result was a 
system in which some hospitals were significantly underfunded, leading to a position in which 
deficits become inevitable. We cannot afford to run our hospital system this way. 

The rebalancing of hospital budgets is a very necessary step on the road to financial stability 
in the health system as a whole in 2013 and aims to introduce a different mindset and culture 
into the system. Without these changes there is a real risk that the hospital sector as a whole 
would be in significant deficit this year.  This rebalancing of budgets is just one part of a com-
prehensive programme of reform in the hospital sector, as outlined in the Government’s Future 
Health strategy. This strategy includes the establishment of hospital groups this year, with the 
end goal being the establishment of Hospital Trusts in 2015.

The National Service Plan which was submitted to me in December sets out the quantum 
and type of health services to be provided in 2013 within the overall level of funding provided. 
In accordance with the Health Act 2004  I approved the National Service Plan and laid a copy of 
the plan before both Houses of the Oireachtas on 9 January this year.  Subsequently, the Execu-
tive prepared and published its the Operational Plan and Regional Service Plans which under-
pin the National Service Plan at the end of February. These plans set out the detail of the level of 
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services to be provided, including acute services in the hospital referred to by the Deputy.  The 
HSE has responsibility for the delivery of services set out in these Regional Plans and to ensure 
that services are delivered within budget.  

The Director General Designate of the HSE, Tony O’Brien, has provided full briefing on the 
Regional Service Plans to the Regional Forums.  In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy regarding the hospital’s budgets, I have referred this to the HSE for direct reply. 

 Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 38.

20/03/2013WRF00775National Substance Misuse Strategy

20/03/2013WRF00800119. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when he will bring forward a 
national alcohol strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13868/13]

20/03/2013WRF00900121. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health when he will bring forward mea-
sures to tackle alcohol abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13855/13]

20/03/2013WRF01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 119 and 121 
together.

I am pleased to inform the Deputies that real and tangible proposals are currently being 
finalised on foot of the recommendations in the National Substance Misuse Strategy Report. 
These proposals cover all of the areas mentioned in the report such as:

- Legislation on minimum unit pricing which is about setting a statutory floor price per gram 
of alcohol;

- Access and availability of alcohol – including of structural separation in retail units where 
alcohol is sold;

- Advertising and sponsorship; and

- Treatment and prevention services within the HSE.

As part of the process of developing these proposals, my Department is continuing discus-
sions with various Departments. 

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy has also considered the matter and I intend to 
bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government as soon as possible.  In the 
meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health legislation 
on minimum unit pricing and the advertising of alcohol is continuing.  For example, in conjunc-
tion with Northern Ireland, a health impact assessment is being commissioned as part of the 
process of developing a legislative basis for minimum pricing.  The health impact assessment 
will study the impact of different minimum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and 
likely economic impact.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 38.

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 119.

  Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 61.

  Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 7.
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20/03/2013WRF01097Smaller Hospitals Framework

20/03/2013WRF01100124. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the hospitals in the Dublin mid-
Leinster Health Service Executive region covered in the small hospitals framework; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13789/13]

20/03/2013WRF01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I plan to publish, with Government approval, 
Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A Framework for Development to offer clear infor-
mation about the role of our smaller hospitals and what they will do in the future.  

While the Framework focusses in particular on the role of nine smaller hospitals, named be-
low, which have been the subject of particular attention from the HIQA, the principles behind it 
will apply to all smaller hospitals, regardless of whether or not they are specifically referenced.

Dublin North East:

- Our Lady’s Hospital Navan

- Louth County Hospital Dundalk

Dublin Mid Leinster:

- St. Colmcille’s Loughlinstown

South:

- Mallow

- Bantry

West:

- Ennis

- Nenagh

- St. John’s Limerick

- Roscommon County Hospital

  In developing the framework to address the development of smaller hospitals, this Govern-
ment is clear that:

- there is an important future role for smaller hospitals, in which they will provide services for 
more patients, not fewer

- no acute hospital will close, and
- safety issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, by providing the 

right type of service, for the right patient in the right setting.

 This Framework will demonstrate clearly that the future of smaller hospitals is secure. It 
will set out what services can and should be delivered safely by these hospitals in the interest 
of better outcomes for patients.

 Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 77.

 Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 17.
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 Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 7. 

  Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 37.

 Question No. 129 answered with Question No. 25.

20/03/2013WRG00450Universal Health Insurance Provision

20/03/2013WRG00500130. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
regarding the provision of universal health insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13701/13]

20/03/2013WRG00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is embarking on a major 
reform programme for the health system, the aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health 
service, supported by universal health insurance (UHI), where access is based on need, not on 
income. 

Last month (15 February), I published The Path to Universal Healthcare,  a preliminary 
document on UHI which provides a comprehensive update on progress achieved to date and 
sets out the main actions for the road ahead.  As outlined in that document, many of the key 
building blocks for UHI have been progressed including:

- the drafting of legislation to extend access to GP services without fees to persons with 
prescribed illnesses; 

- the work of the Strategic Board on the Establishment of Hospital Groups, and the signifi-
cant progress made by the Special Delivery Unit to reduce waiting times for scheduled and 
unscheduled care;

- the development of a ‘Money Follows the Patient’ policy which was published on the 15th 
February, and which heralds a fairer, more transparent means of funding healthcare;

- the approval of national healthcare standards and ongoing work in relation to supporting 
licensing legislation, and

- the enactment of the Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2012 providing for a new scheme 
of risk equalisation for the private health insurance market from 1st January 2013.

The Department is currently undertaking detailed work in relation to the preparation of a 
White Paper on Universal Health Insurance.  The White Paper will provide further detail on 
the UHI model for Ireland in addition to the estimated costs and financing mechanisms associ-
ated with its introduction.  The work involved is both complex and technical and  demands a 
wide-range of specialised legal and financial expertise.  My Department has recently engaged 
specialised legal expertise to support deliberations in relation to the design of the UHI model 
and work in this area is underway.  In addition, my officials are currently establishing a UHI 
Design Team which will oversee progress on the preparation of the White Paper. 

The reform programme is a major undertaking that requires careful planning and sequenc-
ing over a number of years and full implementation of UHI will take some time to achieve.  
I anticipate that by 2016 the necessary groundwork will be in place to enable us to phase in  
implementation of UHI, as promised in the Programme for Government.  I should add that it is 
my intention to consult widely as part of the reform implementation process.    

  Question No. 131 answered with Question No. 37.
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  Question No. 132 answered with Question No. 17.  

20/03/2013WRG00850Croke Park Agreement Issues

20/03/2013WRG00900133. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the impact of the recent Croke 
Park Agreement on the health budget in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13854/13]

20/03/2013WRG01000448. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the impact of the recent Croke 
Park agreement on the health budget in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13935/13]

20/03/2013WRG01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 and 448 
together.

Extremely difficult and complex discussions took place between public service manage-
ment and public service staff representatives, seeking agreement on a series of measures that 
will secure an additional €1 billion annual saving from the public service pay and pensions bill 
by 2015.  These discussions concluded on Monday February 25th, with proposals being put 
forward by the Labour Relations Commission (LRC) on a draft Agreement.  A key requirement 
for the health service during the process was to protect front-line care while at the same time 
significantly reducing costs.

Subject to the ratification of the proposals, significant savings will be made on the health 
pay bill.  Savings will be achieved through the reduction in the overtime rates payable, the 
elimination of twilight payments and a reduction in Sunday Premium pay.  Savings will also 
be achieved through the progressive reduction in salaries over €65,000 per annum, measures to 
delay or freeze increments, and balancing measures for those already at the maximum of their 
scales.  In addition, the draft agreement provides for an increase in working hours for most 
staff and this will deliver a long-term, sustainable and unprecedented increase in productivity.  
The increased working hours will, it is anticipated, enable the reliance of the health service on 
overtime and agency working to be substantially reduced, and at the same time, facilitate the 
achievement of the further staffing reductions required for 2013 and 2014.  

The HSE’s National Service Plan 2013 includes unallocated pay savings of €150m.  As the 
Plan contains no specific allocations in relation to this €150m, these are not, as yet, reflected 
in either the programme or regional budgets.  These budgets will however be adjusted down-
wards, later in 2013, when the breakdown of the pay savings under the proposed Agreement has 
been definitively quantified. 

The Revised Estimates Volume for 2013, which will be published shortly by the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform, will set out the revised allocations for Votes arising from 
the proposals made by the LRC.  

20/03/2013WRG01150Mental Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRG01200134. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the way recently published 
Health Service Executive regional plans will help those in need of mental health services; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13865/13]

20/03/2013WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Government 
policy on mental health is guided by A Vision for Change the 2006 Report of the Expert Group 
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on Mental Health Policy.  The implementation of this Strategy is a priority for the Govern-
ment and in this regard a special allocation of €35m was provided in 2012 primarily to further 
strengthen Community Mental Health Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, 
to advance activities in the area of suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological 
and counselling services in primary care, specifically for people with mental health problems 
and to facilitate the re-location of mental health service users from institutional care to more 
independent living arrangements in their communities, in line with A Vision for Change.  414 
posts were approved to implement the €35m package of special measures.  

A further additional €35m was allocated to mental health in Budget 2013 and the HSE 
National Service Plan, which was approved by the Minister for Health, commits to the further 
development of suicide prevention initiatives, forensics and community mental health teams for 
adults, children, older persons and mental health intellectual disability and to the recruitment of 
over 470 additional staff to implement these measures.   

In order to ensure that the additional resources will be used to best effect, discussions are 
ongoing within the HSE, and in consultation with the Department of Health, to finalise the al-
location of these resources.  Each HSE Region is being asked to submit a business case against 
each of the identified objectives detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and num-
ber of WTE to be recruited.  It is expected that this process will be concluded in the very near 
future.  I have been assured by the HSE that the recruitment process for the new posts being 
funded in 2013 and any outstanding posts from the 414 approved in 2012 is being given priority 
within the HSE.

In relation to the specific question on the HSE Regional Service Plans, as this is a service 
matter, the question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 17.  

  Question No. 136 answered with Question No. 104.  

  Question No. 137 answered with Question No. 7.  

  Question No. 138 answered with Question No. 17.  

  Question No. 139 answered with Question No. 87.  

20/03/2013WRG01850Maternity Services

20/03/2013WRG01900140. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the circumstances in which a hos-
pital went to the High Court to seek an order for a woman to have a Caesarean section on 10 
March 2013; the nationality of the woman involved; the basis of that decision; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13741/13]

20/03/2013WRG02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Following a request for information by of-
ficials from my Department, the HSE has confirmed that on Friday 8 March 2013 Patient A at-
tended the ante-natal Clinic in Waterford Regional Hospital.  The patient was 13 days overdue.  
Serious concerns arose following a clinical review at the clinic.  The patient was advised that 
an immediate admission to the hospital for a caesarean section was needed.  It was deemed that 
there was a substantial risk to the health and wellbeing of both the baby and the mother.  I am 
advised that, at this point, the mother refused to be admitted to hospital. 

As the risks were deemed unacceptably high, an application was made by the HSE to the 
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High Court seeking an order – Notice of Motion  - to allow the hospital (or its doctors or staff) 
to administer all appropriate medical treatment for the mother to safeguard her health and that 
of her unborn child.  The court order included a request that the patient be compelled to undergo 
a caesarean section if necessary.  As per the patient’s entitlement legal representation was or-
ganised for the patient by the hospital. The patient’s legal representation costs will be covered 
by the hospital. 

An initial Notice of Motion was issued on Friday night requesting the patient to return to the 
hospital for further review.  The mother consented to stay in the hospital.  A second consultant 
obstetrician spoke to the mother and outlined the serious concerns and the risks for both the 
baby and the mother.  The mother again refused to undergo a caesarean section 

On Saturday 9 March the patient consented to a caesarean section which was carried out im-
mediately.  Therefore a further Court ruling was no longer required.  I wish the patient a speedy 
recovery.

I am unable to advise the Deputy of the nationality of the woman involved on the grounds 
that this could potentially lead to the identification of the patient. 

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 37.  

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 17.  

20/03/2013WRG02250Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRG02300143. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken 
to tackle inpatient and day case waiting lists in South Tipperary General Hospital; the impact of 
these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14307/13]

20/03/2013WRG02400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In 2011, I established the Special Delivery 
Unit in my Department as set out in the Programme for Government.  The aim of the SDU is 
to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients through the system.  The 
SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase 
elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that no adult should wait longer than 9 months for 
inpatient or daycase treatment.  By the end of December 2012, the number of adults having to 
wait more than 9 months for inpatient and day case surgery nationally had fallen to 86.  This 
was down from 3,706 in December 2011, representing a 98% decrease 

I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon.  For 
2013, the target is that no adult should be waiting longer than 8 months for inpatient or daycase 
treatment.  It is important to recognise that the progress made in 2012 does not mean the prob-
lem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging.  For example, winter pressures 
in Emergency Departments have impacted on scheduled care waiting times.  However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012 and to achieve the new 2013 target. 

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in regard to the specific hospital 
referred to. 

20/03/2013WRG02450Services for People with Disabilities

20/03/2013WRG02500144. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the proposal 
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to mark 2 April 2013 the start of autism awareness month, by lighting landmark buildings in 
blue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13769/13]

20/03/2013WRG02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Last year my Department made efforts to 
mark Autism Awareness 2012 by lighting up Hawkins House in blue.  Due to the old lighting 
system in operation in Hawkins House this proved to be ineffective.  My Department had an 
electrician recently install a test lamp on the roof of the building to see if it were possible to im-
prove the lighting.  Unfortunately the cost of carrying out this project effectively is prohibitive.

20/03/2013WRH00075Medical Card Eligibility

20/03/2013WRH00100145. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if, in view of advances in the 
treatment and early detection of cancer, he will consider including cancer patients on the free 
general practitioner card for long term illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13844/13]

20/03/2013WRH00200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Government’s 
Programme for Government committed it to major reforms of the manner in which health 
services are delivered. As part of the reform programme, Universal Primary Care is to be in-
troduced on a phased basis during its term of office. Primary legislation is being prepared to 
give effect to this commitment.  The wording of this legislation, which will allow the Minister 
for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP services without fees to persons with 
prescribed illnesses, is currently being drafted by the Office of the Attorney General and the 
Department. As the legislation is still being drafted, I am not in a position to give a definite date 
for its publication. Details of an implementation timeframe, illnesses to be covered  etc  and 
application details will be announced in due course. 

  Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 7.

  Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 17.

  Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 30.

20/03/2013WRH00275HSE Funding

20/03/2013WRH00300149. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the reason the Irish Patient As-
sociation has had its core funding withdrawn by the Health Service Executive; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13839/13]

20/03/2013WRH00400499. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that funding to the Irish Patients Association is being cut from April onward; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10967/13]

20/03/2013WRH00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149 and 499 
together.

Funding decisions in relation to the Irish Patients Association are proper to the HSE, as ap-
propriate to its holding of the Health Vote. 

The HSE has met with Departmental officials to give a background to the reduction in fund-
ing for the Association and other voluntary agencies, brought about by the financial position in 
which the health service finds itself and due to a re-appraisal and targeting of priorities in the 
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light of the Executive’s Service Plan 2013.   The Deputies should be aware that it would not be 
correct for the Department to become involved in governance and funding procedures proper 
to the HSE. 

In the area of patient advocacy the HSE is establishing its Patient Safety Champions Net-
work and this is what it wishes to support and target financially.  It will also continue to fund 
another patient advocacy group engaged in direct advocacy work.

The HSE has been in discussions with the Association since 2006/2007, in relation to it 
becoming self-financing; there does not appear to have been progress in this direction. (The 
Department was also in similar discussions with the Association in 2003/2004). The Associa-
tion receives some private funding from the pharmaceutical sector.

The CEO of the Irish Patients Association met with the Secretary General of my Department 
in January and was appraised of the HSE’s position on funding for the Association.  A further 
meeting between the Association and the HSE was suggested and this took place last Thursday, 
14th March.  The outcome of this meeting is that the decision by the HSE to cease funding the 
Irish Patients Association will not be reversed.  

  Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 104.

20/03/2013WRH00575Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRH00600151. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the review he initiated 
in his Department on the best way to compensate those women victims of the former consultant 
Michael Neary and who were excluded from the terms of the redress scheme established by the 
former Government on the grounds of age, has reported to him; the way he intends to proceed; 
how quickly he will act in view of the fact that the number of women involved continues to 
reduce; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13779/13]

20/03/2013WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A commitment was made in the Programme 
for Government to seek a mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age 
grounds alone from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme. The Scheme of Redress approved 
by Government in 2007 was a non-statutory, ex-gratia scheme.  Awards were determined by an 
independent Redress Board in 2007 and 2008.  

My Department has been engaged in a review to identify the most appropriate mechanism 
to compensate these women. This review has included taking instructions and legal advice, 
including advice from the Office of the Attorney General, with a view to bringing proposals 
to Government for a decision.  This process is ongoing, and it is my intention that it will be 
brought to a satisfactory, legally sound conclusion as quickly as possible.

  Questions Nos. 152 and 153 answered with Question No. 7.

  Question No. 154 answered with Question No. 17.

  Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 104.

  Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 17.

  Question No. 157 answered with Question No. 42.

  Question No. 158 answered with Question No. 7
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 Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 38.

20/03/2013WRH00775Health Insurance Cover

20/03/2013WRH00800160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent, if any, to which 
health insurance premiums charged by the VHI or other private health insurers are affected by 
the fees charged for various procedures in both the public and private hospital sectors; if any 
study has been down in each case to ascertain whether either sector by virtue of the cost of pro-
cedures or actual hospital accommodation contribute to a greater or lesser degree to increase in 
health insurance premiums in each of the past five years to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14347/13]

20/03/2013WRH00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy is aware, pricing decisions in 
relation to private health insurance products are a matter for individual insurers.  However, I 
have consistently urged the VHI and all the private health insurers to do everything possible 
to keep down the cost of private health insurance and I am determined to address costs in this 
sector in the interest of consumers.  

Given the VHI’s very significant share of overall costs in the market, I will continue to focus 
strongly on the need for the VHI to address its costs and to address the base cost of procedures, 
including professional fees.  Specifically, I have asked the VHI to focus on increasing the extent 
of procedure based payments, in addition to benchmarking to determine the underlying basis 
for the cost of specific procedures.

The VHI notes that the key factors influencing price increases generally include the increas-
ing volume and cost of claims, an ageing membership, and ongoing medical innovations, which 
while welcome, have an impact on the cost of care.  According to the VHI, approximately 70% 
of VHI Healthcare’s claims are performed in private facilities, and the negotiated price for 
procedures in private hospitals is a “package” price, which includes the cost of surgery, drugs, 
pathology, and accommodation.

In  terms of increased premiums which may arise from cost of procedures or hospital ac-
commodation, it is a matter for each insurer to contain its own costs and to compete actively on 
the basis of price.  

Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 31.

 Question No. 162 answered with Question No. 37.

20/03/2013WRJ00150Health Services Staff Remuneration

20/03/2013WRJ00200163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the proposed pay levels for 
the chief executives of the new hospitals groups; if he has proposed bonus payments for these 
posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13776/13]

20/03/2013WRJ00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The salary rate for Hospital Group CEOs 
has been set at National Director Level 3 -  €145,959.  The feasibility of offering a more flex-
ible package encompassing higher on target earnings associated directly with improved perfor-
mance was explored but it was decided that this would not be sustainable in current circum-
stances.  The salary for these positions, as with all senior public service posts, will be subject 
to reduction in line with the arrangements announced by the Government in the context of the 
public service pay talks which concluded on 25th February last.
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20/03/2013WRJ00350HSE Expenditure

20/03/2013WRJ00400164. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ex-
penditure throughout the health service remains on target to date; if any particular sector has 
indicated a tendency to overrun; the way performance in various sectors to date corresponds 
with a similar period in 2012; if he expects to take any corrective action; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14346/13]

20/03/2013WRJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As I set out to the Deputy recently, my De-
partment, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the HSE are working collab-
oratively on a Financial Improvement Programme with a view to strengthening the Health Ser-
vice Executive’s financial and performance management and reporting systems during 2013.  
Notwithstanding this, there is ongoing and intensive engagement each month between officials 
from my Department and the HSE in the context of regular monitoring of expenditure.  My De-
partment also provides detailed analysis each month on expenditure trends to the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, and there is regular engagement between officials from 
that Department, my own Department and the HSE.  The HSE’s Performance Report, which 
is published every month, provides an overall analysis of key performance data from Finance, 
HR, Hospital and Primary & Community Services.  The activity data reported is based on Per-
formance Activity and Key Performance Indicators outlined in the HSE National Service Plan.  
The January Performance Report is due to be published shortly, and is the most recent data 
available.  The Report will be available to view on the HSEs website - www.hse.ie.

  Question No. 165 answered with Question No. 7.

20/03/2013WRJ00650Smaller Hospitals Framework

20/03/2013WRJ00700166. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health when the framework on smaller 
hospitals report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14351/13]

20/03/2013WRJ00800168. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health when the framework 
on smaller hospitals report will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14350/13]

20/03/2013WRJ00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 and 168 
together.

I plan to publish, with Government approval, Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A 
Framework for Development to offer clear information about the role of our smaller hospitals 
and what they will do in the future.  While the Framework focusses in particular on the role of 
nine smaller hospitals - the names of which follow - which have been the subject of particular 
attention from the HIQA, the principles behind it will apply to all smaller hospitals, regardless 
of whether or not they are specifically referenced.  The hospitals in question are: Dublin North 
East - Our Lady’s Hospital Navan and Louth County Hospital Dundalk; Dublin Mid-Leinster 
- St. Colmcille’s Loughlinstown; South - Mallow and Bantry; and West, - Ennis, Nenagh, St. 
John’s Limerick and Roscommon County Hospital.

In developing the framework to address the development of smaller hospitals, this Govern-
ment is clear that:

- there is an important future role for smaller hospitals, in which they will provide services 
for more patients, not fewer
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- no acute hospital will close, and

- safety issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, by providing the 
right type of service, for the right patient in the right setting.

This Framework will demonstrate clearly that the future of smaller hospitals is secure. It 
will set out what services can and should be delivered safely by these hospitals in the interest 
of better outcomes for patients.

20/03/2013WRJ00950Smaller Hospitals Framework

20/03/2013WRJ01000167. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will detail plans for service 
change at Navan hospital, County Meath, for the full year 2013; the services that will be lost 
and gained; if he will detail staff changes expected for the same period; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13772/13]

20/03/2013WRJ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Framework for Smaller Hospitals de-
fines the role of the smaller hospitals.  It outlines the need for smaller hospitals, such as Navan, 
and larger hospitals to operate together.  The Framework outlines the wide range of services 
that can be provided within the smaller hospital.  It defines the need for the smaller hospital to 
be supported within a group of hospitals in terms of education and training, continuous profes-
sional development, the sustainable recruitment of high quality clinical staff and the safe man-
agement of patients who present with varying levels of complexity.  It also sets out to address 
the categories of services that should transfer from the larger to the smaller hospitals and vice 
versa within a Hospital Group so that services are delivered in the most appropriate hospital.  I 
am determined to ensure that as many services as possible can be provided safely and appro-
priately in smaller, local hospitals.  On this basis, the organisation of hospital services nation-
ally, regionally and locally will be informed by the ongoing development of the HSE Clinical 
Programmes.  With this in mind the Framework will set out what services can and should be 
delivered safely by these hospitals in the interest of better outcomes for patients.

In relation to the specific hospital named by the Deputy, I have been informed by the HSE 
that it is planned that the OLHN as part of the Louth Meath Hospital Group (LMHG), will 
deliver at minimum similar activity volume and range as undertaken during 2012.  In addition, 
OLHN will continue to meet the National targets for waiting times for inpatient elective pro-
cedures, day case procedures and all endoscopy procedures.  I have been further informed that 
there are currently no planned changes to any service in OLHN other than planned seasonal 
closures which are scheduled every year to coincide with holiday periods, such as Easter, Sum-
mer Term break and Christmas.  In terms of service improvements / gains, a second Consultant 
Rheumatologist has now been appointed to OLHN to further extend the Regional Rheumatol-
ogy service and provide early and rapid access for patients requiring this service.  In addition 
two permanent Consultant appointments have been made in Endocrinology/Diabetology and 
Gastroenterology.  Both of these appointments have shared sessions with Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Hospital, Drogheda (OLOL).

With regard to finances, the recent budget allocation for LMHG reflected an uplift of 13.9% 
on the allocated budget for 2012.  Whilst this does not reflect additional monies for Our Lady’s 
Hospital Navan it does mean that the allocation is based on the outturn for 2012.  This will 
ensure that the principles outlined in the service plan of maintaining services and capacity can 
be confidently managed.  The Director General Designate of the HSE has informed me that he 
put alternative governance arrangements in place for LMHG on 1 December 2012.  The LMHG 
management team no longer report via the Integrated Service Area or Regional Director of 
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Operations but through an Executive Chair.  The Executive Chair has a direct reporting rela-
tionship with the Deputy Director General/Chief Operating Officer.  With regard to staffing for 
2013, the HSE informs me that at this point in time there are very few anticipated retirements 
as many staff availed of the early retirement opportunities in 2012. 

  Question No. 168 answered with Question No. 166.

  Question No. 169 answered with Question No. 7.

20/03/2013WRJ01350Job Creation Issues

20/03/2013WRJ01400170. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health if his Department has a memo-
randum of understanding with any other Department to facilitate innovation and job creation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13702/13]

20/03/2013WRJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My Department does not have a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with any other Department to facilitate innovation and job creation.  As 
the Deputy will be aware, the main mission of my Department is to “To improve the health 
and well-being of people in Ireland in a manner that promotes better health for everyone, fair 
access, responsive and appropriate care delivery, and high performance”.  Research and inno-
vation in health can benefit both the economic and societal/health agendas.  My Department 
works closely with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in relation to the Action 
Plan for Health Research; the Prioritisation Action Group and the Action Plan for Jobs to ensure 
synergies between health research and the wider research and innovation agenda.

Through the Health Research Board my Department concentrates on investment in research 
in population health sciences, health services research, integrating clinical infrastructure and 
translational research and it is important to recognise that this investment has a dual purpose.  
On the one hand, these research areas enable the generation of evidence to inform policy, im-
prove clinical practice and create opportunities for improved health care delivery and better 
health outcomes.  At the same time, research in these areas can benefit the wider economic 
agenda which aims to further develop the health care industry in Ireland for the domestic and 
potentially international markets.  It can do so by strengthening the infrastructure, capability 
and capacity that will enable, inter alia, the identification, development, validation and poten-
tially the adoption of enterprise outputs within the health system.

20/03/2013WRJ01550Undocumented Irish in the USA

20/03/2013WRJ01600171. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on recent reports in the United States that one of the proposed conditions for the new 
immigration reform Bill will provide for the offer of legal status to undocumented immigrants 
for those who have registered with the Homeland Security Department; his views that such 
probationary legal status would enable immigrants to work legally but would be ineligible for 
social services; if there is any indication of the likely timeframe for such persons to obtain per-
manent resident status or citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14148/13]

20/03/2013WRJ01700172. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the time frame for the presentation of the proposed bipartisan immigration reform Bill to the 
United States Congress; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14150/13]

20/03/2013WRJ01800179. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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if he discussed the plight of the undocumented Irish in the US with President Obama and senior 
American politicians during his visit to Washington; if any progress was made; the outcome of 
these discussions; the persons that attended these meetings; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13913/13]

20/03/2013WRJ01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 171, 172 and 179 together.

The welfare of the Irish abroad in general and especially the position of undocumented Irish 
immigrants in the United States remains an important priority for the Government.  A resolution 
of the situation for undocumented Irish immigrants will continue to be pursued by the Gov-
ernment in our ongoing contacts with the US Administration and Congress.  During our visit 
to Washington this week, the Taoiseach and I discussed the latest prospects for progress with 
President Obama, Senators McCain, Leahy and Schumer.  The matter also featured prominently 
during my meeting with Secretary of State Kerry and with Senator Isakson.

The advice of Ireland’s friends and contacts within the US Administration and Congress 
has long been that comprehensive reform of the US immigration system and procedures is 
likely to be the only manner by which a resolution for our undocumented can be achieved.  The 
prospects for such reform would appear to have advanced in the wake of President Obama’s 
re-election.  The emphasis he placed on immigration reform in his inauguration address as well 
as his subsequent speech on the issue on 29 January and his State of the Union address on 12 
February sent a very positive signal in this regard.  The indications of emerging bipartisan sup-
port for reform in Congress is also encouraging.

Through our Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American community 
representatives, our contacts with the US Administration and Congress continue with a view to 
ensuring that the interests and concerns of undocumented Irish immigrants are captured in any 
future legislative deal in this area that emerges.  In addition to the meetings in the US this week,  
I raised the issue with then Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during our bilateral meeting on 6 
December last and recalled our strong support for comprehensive immigration legislation and 
the passage of E3 visas for Irish citizens.   I spoke with Senator John McCain on 8 February last 
to express the Government’s appreciation for the efforts he and others are making in develop-
ing bipartisan Senate proposals and to underline our ongoing interest in the issue.  I also spoke 
with Senator Patrick Leahy on 25 February and met with Senator Kirsten Gillibrand during her 
recent visit to Dublin on 8 March.

Much further debate and discussion is likely to be required within the US political system 
as to what any future legislative deal might comprise.  It is therefore not possible at this stage 
to identify an exact timescale in which these may become clear but the area will continue to 
receive the Government’s close attention over the period ahead.

20/03/2013WRJ01950Human Rights Issues

20/03/2013WRJ02000173. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will engage further with the authorities in Burma on the abuse of human rights of the 
Rohingya people who are deprived of basic civil entitlements like the right to education, land 
ownership and so on, now facing the triple threat of disease, starvation and violence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14217/13]

20/03/2013WRJ02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government continues to closely monitor reports of human rights abuses of the Rohingya peo-
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ple in Burma/Myanmar and is concerned about the situation.  While Ireland’s diplomatic rela-
tions with Burma/Myanmar are maintained on a secondary accreditation basis via our Embassy 
in Vietnam, and through the Embassy of Burma/Myanmar in London, we continue also to work 
through the mechanisms of the EU and UN to ensure that human rights are respected in Burma/
Myanmar, including those of the Rohingya people.

On 28 January 2013, the Irish Ambassador in Hanoi presented his credentials to become the 
first Ambassador of Ireland accredited to Burma/Myanmar.  Following accreditation, the Am-
bassador met with both the President and Foreign Minister of Burma/Myanmar and discussed 
a range of issues, including the human rights situation in Rakhine State.  As an elected member 
of the Human Rights Council, Ireland is working closely with partners at the Council to ensure 
the continuation of international scrutiny of the human rights situation in Burma/Myanmar.  At 
the 67th   session of the United Nations General Assembly Ireland along with our international 
partners urged the Government of Burma/Myanmar to accelerate its efforts to address human 
rights concerns and called upon the Government there to grant safe, timely, full and unhindered 
access across Rakhine State.

President Thein Sein visited Brussels on 5 March.  He met with High Representative Cath-
erine Ashton as well as with President of the Commission José Manuel Barroso and President 
of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy.  Following this latter meeting, a Joint Statement 
was released in which both sides agreed to work in partnership to promote human rights and the 
rule of law for all people living in Burma/Myanmar, including the Rohingya.

Ireland’s recent experience in development cooperation in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia as 
well as in Timor Leste is relevant to Burma/Myanmar, and we stand ready to share this experi-
ence to assist in its development and democratisation.   To date, Irish Aid has provided over 
€7m to Burma / Myanmar through NGOs and Irish missionaries for long term development and 
emergency and recovery responses.  Ireland will continue to urge the Government of Burma/
Myanmar, both bilaterally and through the relevant multilateral channels, to address the human 
rights situation of the Rohingya.

20/03/2013WRJ02150European Council Meetings

20/03/2013WRJ02200174. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the discussions at the recent Foreign Affairs Council in relation to the re-
quest of Mr. Idris for arms and military equipment due to the ongoing conflict in Syria; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14235/13]

20/03/2013WRJ02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I at-
tended the Foreign Affairs Council meeting in Brussels on 11 March where an extremely useful 
exchange of views was held with the UN-League of Arab States Special Envoy, Lakhdar Bra-
himi.  Mr Brahimi briefed the Council on the situation on the ground as well as on the prospects 
for a political solution to the two-year old conflict.  Drawing our attention to the increasingly 
destructive war of attrition between the Syrian army and the opposition forces, he reaffirmed 
his view that only a political solution can bring about an end to the harrowing violence in Syria.  
He also appealed to the EU to continue using its leverage with other countries of influence to 
advance the prospects for a political settlement.  Observing that the continuous flow of arms 
into Syria is part of the problem, Mr Brahimi endorsed the view of UN Secretary General Ban 
that supplying arms and ammunition will only exacerbate an already destructive conflict, lead-
ing to more casualties and greater destabilisation of the wider region.

When High Representative Ashton received the Chief of Staff of the Syrian Supreme Mili-
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tary Council, General Idriss, earlier this month in Brussels, she made clear to him that EU 
support for the people of Syria, other than the already substantial contribution being made to 
UN-led humanitarian efforts, could not go beyond the provision of non-lethal equipment and 
technical assistance intended for the protection of civilians.  Along with most EU member 
States, Ireland is of the view that lifting the current EU embargo on the supply of arms and mili-
tary equipment would contribute to further militarisation of the conflict and to greater prolifera-
tion of arms in Syria and in neighbouring countries.  We also believe that it could undermine the 
efforts currently underway to promote a peaceful political solution to the crisis.

20/03/2013WRJ02350Official Engagements

20/03/2013WRJ02400175. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has invited Mr. al-Khatib leader of the Syrian National Coalition to visit Ireland; if ar-
rangements have been made for such a visit; the agenda for discussions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14239/13]

20/03/2013WRJ02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I had 
the pleasure of meeting with the Syrian National Coalition President, Dr Al Khatib, when he 
addressed the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 10 December.  Subsequently, my colleague Joe 
Costello T.D., Minister of State for Trade and Development, met briefly with Dr Al Khatib and 
his colleagues at the Friends of Syria meeting in Marrakesh on 12 December.  It was suggested 
that a meeting in Dublin would be opportune, especially in view of our current EU Presidency 
role.  Against this background, I wrote to Dr. Al Khatib in January formally inviting him to 
travel to Dublin at a mutually convenient time to discuss the Coalition’s activities and its vision 
for a new, post-Assad Syria.

Ireland supports the Syrian National Coalition in its efforts to unite all those elements of the 
Syrian opposition which are committed to democratic values and to fashioning a new, inclusive 
and democratic Syria.  I have also made clear that I welcome Dr Al Khatib’s recent offer of 
initiating talks with the Assad regime which hopefully may prove to be a catalyst in achieving 
the beginning of a genuine political process of transition within Syria.  Our Embassy in Cairo 
continues to be in contact with Dr. Al Khatib and the SNC, including in relation to identifying 
a suitable opportunity for him to travel to Ireland.  

20/03/2013WRJ02550Humanitarian Aid

20/03/2013WRJ02600176. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to widespread commentary that humanitarian aid to Syria is not 
reaching the persons most in need; his views on the reports that the distribution of this aid is 
controlled by the Assad regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14240/13]

20/03/2013WRJ02700177. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the systems in place to ensure that the Irish humanitarian aid to Syria and neighbouring areas 
is being distributed to the people most in need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14242/13]

20/03/2013WRJ02800178. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there were discussions at the recent EU Foreign Affairs Council in relation to reports that hu-
manitarian aid is not reaching the people most in need in Syria; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14243/13]
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20/03/2013WRJ02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 176 to 178, inclusive, together.

It is clear that the humanitarian situation in Syria is deteriorating rapidly, causing further 
suffering and untold hardship for over four million people affected by the crisis.  The United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (OCHA) estimates that almost 
70,000 people have been killed as a result of the conflict and over 3 million have been displaced 
from their homes.  Over 1.1 million Syrian refugees have fled to neighbouring countries.

We are very aware of the challenges involved in reaching those most in need in Syria, 
and I have consistently raised our concerns about humanitarian access at the EU Foreign Af-
fairs Council.  The constraints are many. Excessive controls on aid agencies working in the 
country, the fragmentation of the armed opposition and the intensity of military confronta-
tions have made the operating environment extremely volatile and insecure, particularly in 
opposition-controlled areas.  Restrictions imposed by the Assad regime, combined with logisti-
cal constraints and increasing insecurity, make it very difficult to access populations in need 
of humanitarian assistance.  Nevertheless, I am satisfied that our key partners on the ground 
are succeeding in reaching vulnerable populations.  Since last October, the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP) has been delivering assistance to 1.5 million people each month.  Almost 
half of this aid has been delivered in disputed or opposition-controlled areas.  Other partners 
such as the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), working with the Syria Arab Red 
Crescent (SARC), have been reaching areas inaccessible to the UN.  We believe it is essential, 
however, that the international community increase the scale and scope of humanitarian assis-
tance in order to meet the increasing level of needs across the country.

In January, negotiations between the UN and the Government of Syria resulted in agree-
ment to allow for the delivery of humanitarian assistance across conflict lines.  The UN also 
negotiated authorisation from the Government of Syria to establish an international field pres-
ence.  The UN base in Homs has had an immediate impact in increasing the delivery of aid.  
Additional implementing partners, approved by the Government of Syria and vetted by the UN, 
have been contracted to expand the reach of humanitarian assistance across the country.  The 
ICRC and SARC have succeeded through negotiation in delivering much-needed food and es-
sential household items to a number of opposition-held areas, most recently Al-Houleh in Homs 
province.

The meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council which I attended in Brussels on 18 Febru-
ary, explicitly reaffirmed the leading role of the UN in providing assistance to Syria and to 
neighbouring countries which are hosting the large number of refugees from the conflict.  The 
Council also committed the EU to taking steps towards providing humanitarian assistance to 
all areas in the country, including those currently not reached by humanitarian aid.  At the most 
recent meeting of the Council, on 11 March, we held further discussions on the deteriorating hu-
manitarian situation with the Special Envoy of the UN and the Arab League, Lakhdar Brahimi.

The UN and other humanitarian partners aim to reach 2.5 million people across all areas 
of Syria over coming months.  Such an increase in humanitarian assistance will depend on 
the support of the Government of Syria and the Opposition to facilitate safe access to vulner-
able populations.  The availability of funds is also critical. It is estimated that over €1.1 billion 
will be needed for the response in Syria until the end of June.  Ireland has responded swiftly 
and generously to the humanitarian crisis in Syria and to date has provided over €7 million in 
humanitarian assistance through long-standing and reputable partners such as WFP, UNICEF, 
UNHCR, ICRC, and international Non-Governmental Organisations.  We work through part-
ners which have a demonstrated track record of effective humanitarian response in Syria, with 
strong targeting, delivery and accountability mechanisms to provide live-saving assistance to 
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the people most in need.  We are continuing to monitor the situation to review the effectiveness 
of our contribution and asses how we can respond further to humanitarian needs in Syria and 
the region.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 171.

20/03/2013WRJ03050Diplomatic Representation

20/03/2013WRJ03100180. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding diplomatic relations with the 
Holy See; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13916/13]

20/03/2013WRJ03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As I 
have stated consistently, the decision to close the resident Embassy to the Holy See will not 
be reversed in the immediate term.  However, in the context of the budgetary situation, I will 
continue to review the deployment of our diplomatic resources overseas.  Any discussions with 
the Holy See on arrangements whereby it might be possible to re-establish a resident Embassy 
at a future date are best conducted in confidence.

20/03/2013WRK00150Overseas Development Aid

20/03/2013WRK00200181. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the amount spent by Irish Aid in Malawi for the 2012 and the projects that were supported. 
[13971/13]

20/03/2013WRK00300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ireland’s aid programme prioritises the fight against global poverty and hunger.  Ireland 
has long term, strategic development partnership programmes with eight Programme Coun-
tries.  These are Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia in 
sub-Saharan Africa, and Vietnam in Asia.  In these countries we aim to build government and 
institutional capacities to deliver the essential services that their populations need, mainly in the 
areas of health, education and food security. 

In 2012, Ireland provided €12.5 million for the bilateral aid programme in Malawi.  The 
overarching goal of the Malawi programme is to ensure that households are better nourished 
and less vulnerable to poverty.  It focuses on activities in agriculture, climate change, nutrition, 
social protection and good governance.

The Irish Aid programme is delivered through targeted programmes implemented by a vari-
ety of partners including Government institutions, NGOs and international organisations.  This 
ensures a high degree of accountability and clear results for the poorest and most vulnerable 
people.

Comprehensive details of how Ireland’s total Overseas Development Assistance (ODA), 
including funding allocated directly to Programme Countries, was spent in 2012 are currently 
being compiled and will be published in the Irish Aid Annual Report which will be available on 
the Irish Aid website www.irishaid.ie.  Details of all countries that benefited from Ireland’s aid 
programme in 2011 are set out in the 2011 Irish Aid Annual Report, which is available on the 
Irish Aid website.
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20/03/2013WRK00350United Nations Resolutions

20/03/2013WRK00400182. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide an update on his position in relation to the Malvinas/Falkland’s issue. 
[14357/13]

20/03/2013WRK00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) has been the subject of resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, as well as its special committee on decolonisation.  
In its most recent resolution, adopted on 14 June 2012, the committee expressed its regret that, 
in spite of the widespread international support for negotiation between the two Governments, 
implementation of General Assembly resolutions on the question had not yet started.  The Gov-
ernments were requested to consolidate the current process of dialogue and cooperation through 
the resumption of negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the dis-
pute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), in accordance with resolutions 
2065 (XX) and 3160 (XXVIII), among others.  I would encourage the UK and Argentina, two 
countries with which Ireland has excellent bilateral relations, to pursue a peaceful resolution of 
their differences on this matter, based on the relevant UN resolutions.

20/03/2013WRK00550NewEra Remit

20/03/2013WRK00600183. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the activities of New Era; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13665/13]

20/03/2013WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government announced the estab-
lishment of the New Economy and Recovery Authority (NewERA) within the National Trea-
sury Management Agency (NTMA) in September 2011.  NewERA has a centralised sharehold-
er advisory role from a financial and commercial perspective in respect of corporate governance 
matters for five commercial semi-state companies: ESB, Bord Gáis Eireann, EirGrid, Bord na 
Móna and Coillte.  This role, based on the Shareholder Executive model already established 
in a number of developed economies, involves advising on activities such as capital expendi-
ture plans, corporate strategy, acquisitions and disposals.  NewERA is already working closely 
with the relevant Government Departments and companies in this regard.  The Shareholder 
Executive approach is designed to provide the Government with a portfolio view of investment 
returns from the sector and with a means of assessing the likely impact of commercial develop-
ments in the sector on long-term Government investment plans.

NewERA is also charged with assisting the development and implementation of Govern-
ment plans for investment in energy, water and next-generation telecommunications with the 
long-term objective of employment creation and is continuing to work with the relevant Gov-
ernment Departments in these areas.

NewERA is an important element in the Government’s strategy to promote economic growth 
and create jobs.

Officials of my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform are li-
aising with the National Treasury Management Agency in preparing proposals for legislation 
to put NewERA on a statutory footing and I expect to bring forward those proposals as soon as 
possible once that work is completed.
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20/03/2013WRK00750Universal Social Charge Exemptions

20/03/2013WRK00800184. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is exempt from the universal social charge on their pension; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14116/13]

20/03/2013WRK00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that contact has been made with the pension provider, who has advised that 
the person concerned is exempt from the Universal Social Charge (USC) on their pension. An 
amended tax credit and USC certificate will issue shortly to the pensioner provider.  On receipt 
of the revised certificate the pension provider will refund any USC deducted for 2013.

20/03/2013WRK00950Property Taxation Application

20/03/2013WRK01000185. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons who adapt-
ed a home for use by a disabled person prior to 2001 are excluded from the relief offered to 
those by section 6 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Bill 2013; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14153/13]

20/03/2013WRK01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) 
(Amendment) Act 2013 on 13 March introduced a number of amendments to the original Act, 
including the relief referred to by the Deputy.  Section 15A of the Finance (Local Property Tax) 
Act 2012 (as amended) provides for a reduction in the market value of a residential property 
that has been adapted for occupation by a disabled person where the adaptation has been grant-
aided by a local authority.  The person with the disability must occupy the property as his or her 
sole or main residence after the adaptation is completed.  The reduction in value is limited to 
the lesser of the chargeable value attributable to the adaptation work carried out on the property 
and the maximum grant payable under the relevant local authority scheme.  The relief ends on 
the sale or transfer of a property that has been adapted, unless the person with the disability 
continues to reside in the property.

A person who adapted a home before 2001 is not excluded from this relief.  The relief is 
dependent on local authority grant aid being paid under S.I. No. 607 of 2001 or S.I. No. 670 of 
2007.  The 2001 regulations cover adaptation work carried out on or after 1 March 1993 and on 
foot of applications received by a local authority up to 1 November 2007, at which stage S.I. 
670 of 2007 came into effect.

20/03/2013WRK01150Tax Forms

20/03/2013WRK01200186. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Finance the reason for the delay in issu-
ing a P21 for 2012 in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [14214/13]

20/03/2013WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Revenue 
Commissioners that Form P60 was submitted by the taxpayer on 1 March 2013.  The review for 
2012 has been processed and a P21 issued to the spouse of the person concerned on 13 March 
2013.

20/03/2013WRK01350Mortgage Arrears Proposals

20/03/2013WRK01400187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if in the context of any 
restructuring of family home mortgages, cognisance will be taken of the current income of the 
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borrowers as opposed to their income at the time of mortgage approval; if it is expected that any 
sustainability test will encourage restructuring on a sound basis that is within the capacity of the 
borrower; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14246/13]

20/03/2013WRK01500188. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if arising from his discus-
sions with the Central Bank, he is satisfied that family homes currently in arrears are restruc-
tured in such a way that repayments are sustainable and within the capacity of the borrower; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14247/13]

20/03/2013WRK01600191. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
intends to monitor discussions between borrowers and lenders in the context of restructuring of 
family home mortgages with particular reference to the need to ensure that lending institutions 
respect the need to protect the family home while at the same time encouraging or incentivising 
workable solutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14250/13]

20/03/2013WRK01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 187, 
188 and 191 together.

The Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) states that a lender must use a standard 
financial statement to obtain financial information from a borrower in arrears or in pre-arrears.  
A lender’s Arrears Support Unit must base its assessment of the borrower’s situation on the full 
circumstances of the borrower including: 

- the personal circumstances of the borrower; 

- the overall indebtedness of the borrower; 

- the information provided in the standard financial statement; 

- the borrower’s current repayment capacity; and 

- the borrower’s previous payment history. 

The Central Bank is proposing to update the CCMA so that it continues to provide protec-
tion to customers who cooperate with their bank while facilitating and promoting the resolution 
of arrears cases.

As the Deputy is aware, last week the Central Bank also announced new measures to ad-
dress mortgage arrears, which included the publication of performance targets for the main 
mortgage banks.  This new approach is aimed at ensuring that banks offer and conclude sus-
tainable solutions for their customers in arrears by setting performance targets and proposing 
revisions to provision standards.  While the Central Bank is not mandating any particular model 
of restructuring and while sustainable solutions can only be arrived on a case by case basis, the 
Central Bank had indicated that the affordability assessment of the borrower needs to be based 
on, as indicated above, the borrower’s current repayment capacity and prospective repayment 
capacity.

Banks will be required to make regular returns to the Central Bank on their performance 
against the published targets.  The Central Bank will consider each bank’s performance against 
the targets, including assessing whether sustainable solutions have been offered to customers.  
Assessments will be carried out towards the end of 2013 and 2014 and the outcome of these 
assessments will determine whether targets have been met. If banks are deemed not to have met 
the targets they may be subject to regulatory and supervisory actions by the Central Bank.
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20/03/2013WRK01750EU-IMF Programme of Support Negotiations

20/03/2013WRK01800189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the 
full extent of benefits achieved for the Irish taxpayer and the Exchequer arising from various 
renegotiations at EU-ECB-IMF level in respect of the bailout, banking guarantee and or other 
legacy debts inherited from his predecessors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14248/13]

20/03/2013WRK01900190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
expects to be in a position to negotiate further discounts or restructuring of Ireland’s debt at EU 
level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14249/13]

20/03/2013WRK02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 
and 190 together.

Ireland’s EU-IMF programme provides for total funding of €85 billion, made up of €17.5 
billion from our own resources, and €67.5 billion from EU facilities, the IMF and bilateral 
loans.  There are quarterly reviews of programme implementation, and we have met all our 
target for these review to date.  Our programme is therefore well performing and we are now 
well on our way to exit it. 

We have used these quarterly reviews to renegotiate various aspects of the programme.  By 
way of example, we reversed the reduction in the minimum wage, and also agreed a more pro-
gressive use of the proceeds from the sale of state assets. 

A series of measures have already been put in place since early 2011 which serve to signifi-
cantly reduce the cost and negative impact of Ireland’s EU/IMF programme.  As I noted in my 
reply to your Parliamentary Question No. 94 of 15 November 2012, the interest rates on EU 
funding mechanisms (the EFSF and EFSM) were reduced significantly in 2011 and are now 
provided at rates close to the cost of funding.  These rates apply equally to all countries availing 
of these mechanisms.  The maturities of these loans were extended at the same time. 

Lengthening of maturities provides benefits in terms of phasing of loans and ensuring that 
the profile of redemptions is more orderly – avoiding as far as possible exceptionally large 
amounts in particular years.  By contrast, money borrowed at longer maturities is generally 
more expensive.  However, on balance, savings arising from maturity extension are significant 
though complex to calculate.

The interest rate reductions for the EFSF and the EFSM have also been reflected in the rates 
charged on Ireland’s bilateral loans from the UK, Sweden and Denmark.  It is estimated that the 
interest rate reductions on the EU funding mechanisms and the bilateral loans are worth of the 
order of €9 billion over the initially envisaged 7 ½ year term of these loans. 

The positive impact of these changes has been significant as demonstrated by the fact that 
the average interest rate charged on our programme borrowing at the outset of the programme 
in 2010 was 5.82 per cent, whereas by end-December 2012, the NTMA has estimated that the 
all-in fixed euro equivalent cost of loans received under the EU/IMF programme was 3.36 per 
cent.

As noted above, our EU programme funding is being provided at, or close to, the cost of 
funds for the lenders.  The scope for further changes to our programme interest payments is 
therefore very limited.  

On 29th June 2012 the Euro Area Heads of State or Government (HoSG) agreed that “… it 
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is imperative to break the vicious circle between banks and sovereigns”.  The same statement 
also made explicit reference Ireland, noting the need to further improve “the sustainability of 
the well-performing adjustment programme”.  This commitment was reaffirmed by the Euro-
pean Council in December, which also mandated the completion of the operational framework 
for the ESM direct banking recapitalisation facility in the first semester of 2013.  Work is con-
tinuing at technical, senior official and Ministerial levels to complete work on the European 
Stability Mechanism’s direct banking recapitalisation facility by June of this year in accordance 
with the mandate of the European Council.

Ireland’s position is that it is essential that the measures introduced for direct banking re-
capitalisation achieve the object of breaking the link between the sovereign and the banks – as 
agreed by the HoSG on 29th June last year and confirmed last December.

In February this year the Government announced a solution to the Promissory Notes in 
IBRC (formerly Anglo Irish Bank & Irish Nationwide).  The Promissory Notes were replaced 
with a series of long term, low interest Government bonds (average length of 34 years) and the 
liquidation of IBRC.  This generated real and tangible economic and financial benefits to the 
State, and will improve the long term viability of the Irish financial system and assist our return 
to the international financial markets.

As a result of this solution, €3.1 billion will not be paid this month and the arrangement 
also covers the repayment of €3.1 billion that was due to Bank of Ireland following last year’s 
arrangement.  It will deliver a cash-flow benefit of €20 billion over the next 10 years, as well as 
reducing the deficit by €1 billion per annum over the coming years.  It also generates significant 
efficiency benefits from moving assets to NAMA.

In addition, the Government announced the ending of the Eligible Liabilities Guarantee 
Scheme for new liabilities after the 28th of March 2013.  This marks an additional significant 
step in the normalization of our banking system and reduces substantially the associated con-
tingent liability of the State.

EU Finance Ministers at Eurogroup and ECOFIN on 4/5 March 2012 discussed an adjust-
ment of the maturities on the EFSF and EFSM loans to Ireland and Portugal in order to smooth 
the debt redemption profiles of both countries.  They agreed to ask the troika to come forward 
with a proposal for their best possible option for both Ireland and Portugal for EFSF and EFSM 
loans.  In addition, on Saturday last, 13 March, Eurogroup Finance Ministers agreed to an ad-
justment of the maturities of Ireland’s (and Portugal’s) EFSF loans. 

Work is continuing at official level on the adjustment of the maturities for Ireland and Por-
tugal.  In the case of the EFSM loans, this will require discussion and agreement of the EU 27 
Finance Ministers, and I expect this matter will be discussed at the April meeting of EU Finance 
Ministers in Dublin. 

The success of our overall approach to date is illustrated by the NTMA’s highly successful 
sale of €5 billion in ten year bonds last week.  We are now in the final year of our programme of 
support, and the Government will continue to seek improvements in our programme conditions 
appropriate to ensure we exit durably and successfully.

  Question No. 191 answered with Question No. 187.

20/03/2013WRK02150Credit Availability

20/03/2013WRK02200192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 



Questions - Written Answers

164

has received communication from the banking sector with a view to ensuring that small and 
medium sized enterprises have ready access to working capital as required; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14251/13]

20/03/2013WRK02300193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure the avail-
ability of adequate credit facilities following his discussions with the hotel and tourism sectors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14252/13]

20/03/2013WRK02400194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if any particular attention 
has been paid to the vacuum left in the lending sector in the wake of the withdrawal of a number 
of banks from this economy with particular reference to any such lending institutions still oper-
ating in this jurisdiction but controlled from outside the island of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14253/13]

20/03/2013WRK02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 192 to 
194, inclusive, together.

The Government recognises that SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a 
vital role in the recovery of employment growth in our country.  One of the key priorities of 
the Programme for Government is to ensure that an adequate pool of credit is available to fund 
SMEs in the real economy during the restructuring and downsizing programme.

The Government has imposed SME lending targets on the two domestic pillar banks for the 
three calendar years, 2011 to 2013.  Each bank was required to sanction lending of at least €3 
billion in 2011, €3.5 billion in 2012 and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facili-
ties to SMEs.  As the Deputy will be aware from my reply to his questions on 28 February, the 
Credit Reviewer said in his most recent quarterly report that “Both banks have achieved their 
€3.5bn SME loan sanction targets.  Over €8bn was sanctioned in 2012; of which approx. €2.5bn 
(27%) is new lending drawn down.”  According to the Credit Review Office, the balance of the 
sanctioned lending represented restructured or refinanced credit to SMEs.  The Credit Review 
Office in the past has noted that this is important in terms of sustaining the businesses and the 
associated jobs.

In addition to the lending targets imposed on the banks, the pillar banks are required to 
submit their lending plans to the Department and the Credit Review Office (CRO) at the begin-
ning of each year, outlining how they intend to achieve their lending targets.  The banks have 
submitted their lending plans for 2013 to my Department. My Department, in conjunction with 
the CRO, has analysed the plans and has met with the banks to discuss them.  The banks also 
meet with the Department of Finance and the CRO on a quarterly basis to discuss progress.  The 
monthly management meetings with the pillar banks also provide a forum for the issue of SME 
lending to be raised by the Department.  My officials and I will engage robustly with the banks 
to ensure that they meet their 2013 targets.  The pillar banks report to my Department and to the 
Credit Review Office on credit on a sectoral basis but this is commercially sensitive information 
and I am not in a position to release it.

My Department’s review of 2012 is available at http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?Do
cID=7609&CatID=45&StartDate=01+January+2013.  It contains details of some of the ac-
tions taken in 2012 including demand surveys, ongoing consultation with the SME sector, ini-
tiatives with the banks, the Credit Review Office review and increase of its resources and NPRF 
funds for the SME sector. 

Access to Finance for SMEs is a key aspect of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013. It is the Gov-
ernment’s vision that all viable businesses operating in Ireland should have the opportunity to 
access sufficient finance to meet their enterprise needs, in a manner that supports growth and 
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employment in the economy. 

The SME State Bodies Group was established in 2012 to both develop key policy initiatives 
to support SME access to credit and other forms of finance, and to ensure their implementation.  
It will continue in 2013 to engage intensively in proactively addressing issues associated with 
SME funding and financing in conjunction with the relevant stakeholders through the SME 
Funding Consultation Committee.  My officials also meet frequently with additional stakehold-
ers who wish to contribute to policy development in relation to access to finance. 

I have previously acknowledged that having only three main banks lending to the SME 
sector is not an ideal situation.  The Government has taken a number of actions, particularly 
where SMEs have been refused credit, to improve the situation in relation to credit availability 
to SMEs.  Ultimately, it is the many actions which this Government is taking to normalise the 
Irish banking sector such as the cessation of the Eligible Liabilities Guarantee Scheme together 
with the recovery of the economy which will attract new participants to lend in the SME sector.

20/03/2013WRK02550Economic Growth

20/03/2013WRK02600195. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
economic fundamentals have changed in the course of the past six years with particular refer-
ence to the need to achieving established and or accepted targets for borrowing, lending, growth 
and debt ratios; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14254/13]

20/03/2013WRK02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following three successive years in 
which output fell, positive growth returned to the Irish economy in 2011.  With GDP up 0.8% 
(y-o-y) in the first three quarters of 2012, a second successive year of growth is expected to be 
confirmed tomorrow when the CSO releases its first full-year estimate for GDP in 2012.  The 
recovery is forecast to gain ground in 2013.  Over the medium term, a return to robust and more 
sustainable growth is foreseen.  While exports are expected to continue supporting economic 
activity, a gradual pick-up in domestic demand is also projected as the recovery broadens fur-
ther and spills over to the labour market.  We have also seen that 2012 marked the largest in-
crease in net job creation by IDA client companies in a decade.  All of this points to the fact that 
many of the underlying strengths of our economy remain, including a well-educated workforce, 
favourable demographics, an open and flexible economy and a pro-enterprise environment.  Of 
course there are many challenges which we still face and it will take time to work through the 
legacies of the crisis.  Not least of these is the high level of Government debt which we have 
accumulated.  However the debt-to-GDP ratio is expected to peak this year and begin to fall 
from next year onwards. 

In order to reduce the deficit, consolidation measures amounting to around €28 billion or 
over 17 per cent of estimated 2013 GDP have been implemented since the crisis began.  This 
represents about 85 per cent of the total consolidation required.  This is an ambitious programme 
of fiscal consolidation, accompanied by structural reforms, to improve the fiscal position of the 
State.  We will continue to pursue this policy of fiscal consolidation, while making the adjust-
ments as growth-friendly and equitable as possible, to ensure that the deficit is reduced below 
the 3 per cent of GDP target by 2015.

The Government recognises that SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a 
vital role in the recovery of employment growth in our country.  One of the key priorities of 
the Programme for Government is to ensure that an adequate pool of credit is available to fund 
SMEs in the real economy during the restructuring and downsizing programme.  The Economic 
Management Council meets the banks on a regular basis and discusses the key issues pertaining 
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to this priority.  My officials also meet regularly with key stakeholders at the forum of the SME 
Funding Consultation Committee. 

The Government has imposed SME lending targets on the two domestic pillar banks for the 
three calendar years, 2011 to 2013.  Each bank was required to sanction lending of at least €3 
billion in 2011, €3.5 billion in 2012 and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facilities 
to SMEs. Both banks have reported that they achieved their 2011 and 2012 targets. 

In addition to the lending targets imposed on the banks, the pillar banks are required to sub-
mit their lending plans to the Department and the Credit Review Office (CRO) at the beginning 
of each year, outlining how they intend to achieve their lending targets.  The banks also meet 
with the Department of Finance and the CRO on a quarterly basis to discuss progress.  The 
monthly management meetings with the pillar banks also provide a forum for the issue of SME 
lending to be raised by the Department.

It is vital that the banks continue to make credit available to support economic recovery.  
However, it is not in the interest of the banks, businesses or the economy for finance to be pro-
vided unless the business is viable and has the capacity to meet the interest payments and repay 
the sum borrowed.

20/03/2013WRK02750Economic Growth

20/03/2013WRK02800196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
continues to review the country’s economic prospects with particular reference to growth ex-
pectations in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14255/13]

20/03/2013WRK02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Growth resumed in Ireland in 2011 and 
the economy is estimated to have recorded a second successive year of positive growth in 2012.  
Real GDP increased 0.8 per cent over the first three quarters of 2012 when compared with the 
same period in 2011.  Provisional figures for the year as a whole will be published tomorrow.  
As is typical in small open economies, the traded sector is leading the recovery in Ireland with 
the services sector playing an increasingly significant role in export growth, owing much to the 
significant price and cost adjustments that have taken place in recent years. 

There has been a significant improvement in economy-wide cost competitiveness.  The Eu-
ropean Commission is forecasting that Ireland’s nominal unit labour costs will have improved 
by 23 per cent relative to those in the euro area over the period 2008 – 2014. 

We are still, however, facing many challenges.  Domestic demand remains weak and is 
expected to contract again in 2013, albeit at a much slower pace than in the recent past.  House-
holds, firms and the government sector are still working through the imbalances built up during 
the boom.  However, there have been some positive developments in recent months as core 
retail sales have stabilised and have now been in positive territory in year-on-year terms in each 
of the last six months.

The unemployment rate at 14.1 per cent in February is showing signs of stabilisation, albeit 
at an unacceptably high level, with long-term unemployment now a prominent feature of the 
labour market.  This high unemployment rate is the unfortunate legacy of the crisis in Ireland, 
and underlines the importance of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 launched last month by the 
Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  

My Department’s latest economic forecasts were set out in December 2012 as part of the 
Budget.  For this year, real GDP growth of 1.5 per cent is projected.  While exports are expected 
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to remain the key driver of the recovery, a gradual pick-up in domestic demand is projected over 
the medium term, as the recovery broadens out and spills over to the labour market in a more 
sustained way from the second half of 2013 onwards.  Growth is expected to accelerate to 2½ 
per cent in 2014 and close to 3 per cent in 2015.  My Department will issue revised forecasts in 
the Stability Programme Update, which will be published next month.

20/03/2013WRK02950Insurance Industry

20/03/2013WRK03000197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which his 
Department continues to be kept up to date in respect of the level of default by insurance com-
panies with particular reference to mortgage or other debt protection; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14256/13]

20/03/2013WRK03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department does not keep up to 
date information on the level of default by insurance companies with particular reference to 
mortgage or other debt protection.  I have made enquiries with the Central Bank about this 
matter which I understand relates to cases such as where a couple has mortgage protection 
insurance policy and then fall on hard times and as a result can no longer afford to pay for the 
protection and/or who make a claim which is rejected.  The Central Bank has informed me that 
it does not collect this information.

Finally, it should be noted that if a policyholder has a complaint about an insurance com-
pany not honouring a claim on a policy, they can refer the matter to the Financial Services 
Ombudsman for adjudication http://www.financialombudsman.ie/.

20/03/2013WRK03150Economic Competitiveness

20/03/2013WRK03200198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
economic performance of all sectors has been monitored over the past four years to date; the 
extent to which specific areas have been identified for the need for improvement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14257/13]

20/03/2013WRK03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department monitors the overall 
performance of the economy and of individual sectors on an ongoing basis.  Key sectors are 
subject to scrutiny as part of this process and also in reviews undertaken by line Departments 
to which my Department contributes or supports.  For example, under the Action Plan for Jobs 
2013, my Department is co-ordinating actions dealing with the property market.  My Depart-
ment is also represented on The Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas 
established by the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.  In addition 
to this, my Department also monitors the performance of those sectors for which it has policy 
responsibility (e.g. financial services).

20/03/2013WRL00150Mortgage Arrears Proposals

20/03/2013WRL00200199. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance the percentage of agreements 
entered into by each of the covered institutions in which the mortgagee in arrears has been re-
quired to sign a confidentiality agreement prior to entering into negotiations; if the Central Bank 
of Ireland has oversight of such agreements; if this practice will continue when the Personal 
Insolvency Act 2012 is implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13623/13]
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20/03/2013WRL00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I must advise the Deputy that the detail 
of any mortgage restructuring agreement is a matter for each individual bank and borrower. The 
Central Bank has advised that such agreements should not impede consumer’s protections un-
der the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) and this would continue to be the case 
under the Personal Insolvency Act. CCMA examples:

-  at the borrower’s request and with the borrower’s written consent, the lender must liaise 
with a third party nominated by the borrower to act on his/her behalf in relation to his/her ar-
rears situation (Provision 6 of the CCMA); or 

-  Where an alternative arrangement is offered by a lender, the lender must provide the bor-
rower with a clear explanation, in writing, of the alternative repayment arrangement, including 
the borrower must be advised to take appropriate independent legal and/or financial advice 
(Provision 37 (g) of the CCMA); or 

-  the borrower’s right to refer appeals to the Financial Services Ombudsman (Provision 44 
(e) of the CCMA). 

20/03/2013WRL00350Tax Credits

20/03/2013WRL00400200. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will explain a tax dis-
crepancy in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13647/13]

20/03/2013WRL00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the taxpayer in question had his tax affairs reviewed in May 2011 on foot of a 
claim submitted by him for a refund of Relevant Contracts Tax. The taxpayer was in receipt of 
a married person’s credit and rate band although he was a widower since 1997. The Revenue 
Commissioners were not notified of his wife’s death at the time.   When his tax affairs were 
reviewed the married person’s credits were removed for the years 2007 onwards. This led to the 
underpayment of tax that is currently being collected.

There was no record of the taxpayer being in receipt of a Dept. of Social Protection (DSP) 
survivor’s pension on the Revenue Commissioners records until 2012. The Revenue Commis-
sioners received up to date details of long term payments from the DSP in late 2011 and the 
person’s records were updated from the beginning of 2012. The DSP records indicate that the 
taxpayer was granted a survivor’s pension in 2011 which was backdated to 2008. 

The Revenue Commissioners are currently awaiting the submission of a Tax Return from 
the taxpayer for the year 2011 which will enable them to finalise any outstanding tax liability 
for that year. 

20/03/2013WRL00550Property Taxation Exemptions

20/03/2013WRL00600201. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if there will be exemptions on 
property tax for persons living in unfinished housing estates. [13634/13]

20/03/2013WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 10(2) of the Finance (Local 
Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that a residential property shall be exempt from 
the local property tax where it is situated in an unfinished housing estate.  Section 10(1) of the 
Act defines an “unfinished housing estate” as a development of two or more buildings that is 
specified in a list prescribed, under section 10(3) of the Act by the Minister for the Environ-
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ment, Community and Local Government for the purposes of the Act. Section 10(4) of the Act 
prescribes a range of circumstances to which the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government shall have regard for the purposes of that Section. 

20/03/2013WRL00750Banking Sector Staff Training

20/03/2013WRL00800202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff in each 
of the covered banks who have received specific training for dealing with customers in mort-
gage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13690/13]

20/03/2013WRL00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The covered banks have provided me 
with the following information 

Bank of Ireland

Circa 650 individual staff members dealing with customers in mortgage arrears have com-
pleted intensive training programmes across the Bank of Ireland Group. Over 2,000 further staff 
members across the Group have completed mortgage arrears related training.

AIB 

AIB can confirm that it has c. 300 staff in its dedicated Arrears Support Unit trained to 
deal with customers in mortgage arrears. In addition there is c. 540 staff in the branch network 
who have received specialist training in relation to the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process 
(MARP). All staff in the branch network have received arrears management training which 
covers all aspects of MARP, Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears and Consumer Protection 
Code.

PTSB 

The number staff trained to deal with customers in mortgage arrears in ptsb is c450.

20/03/2013WRL00950Central Bank of Ireland IT Operations

20/03/2013WRL01000203. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of Ireland 
is planning to outsource the running of its IT systems and their operation to HP; and if so, if 
there is a precedent for central banks outsourcing functions, particularly IT to private compa-
nies; the countries involved; and the periods for which they have used outsourcing. [13709/13]

20/03/2013WRL01100205. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of Ireland 
is about to outsource its IT operations; if so, the protocols that are in place to ensure that com-
mercially sensitive information will be protected in such an event; and his views on whether it 
is appropriate that any such outsourcing is made to a company that is in fact regulated by the 
Central Bank of Ireland. [13710/13]

20/03/2013WRL01200207. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of Ireland 
is about to outsource its IT operations; if so, the amount it currently costs to run the IT opera-
tions; the cost of the outsourcing; and the savings that will be made if such outsourcing is to 
take place. [13711/13]

20/03/2013WRL01300208. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank of Ireland 
is about to outsource its IT operations; and if so, the tender procedure the bank has undertaken 
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to contract a private IT operator and the costs associated with the tendering process. [13712/13]

20/03/2013WRL01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 203, 
205, 207 and 208 together.

I am informed by the Central Bank that it has entered into a contract with HP to provide 
the physical data centre environment to host the bank’s IT systems and to manage the technical 
infrastructure aspects of these systems. HP will also provide hosting facilities at a backup data 
centre for the purposes of business continuity. Both of these data centres are located in Dublin.

The Central Bank will remain in control and manage all sensitive systems and data. This 
new data centre will negate the requirement for the bank to build two new Data Centre envi-
ronments to replace existing facilities which are at ‘end of life’. It will also enable supplier 
consolidation for a range of services currently being provided by a diverse group of up to 17 
external suppliers. There will be no ‘outsourcing’ of Central Bank staff arising from the contract 
with HP. 

As the existing facilities are unsustainable, a direct comparison of costs does not provide a 
valid like for like comparison.  A robust business case, in which a number of alternatives were 
investigated thoroughly and compared across a number of criteria including cost, was produced 
and was approved by the Central Bank Commission. The main cost savings relate to the very 
significant capital costs avoided in relation to the alternative need to build two new data centres. 
The costs agreed with the provider are commercially sensitive and are not available for release. 
However the approach taken by the Bank was considerably advantageous on cost when com-
pared to the alternatives examined.

The Bank selected HP as a result of an open tendering process in compliance with the strict 
guidelines laid down by the EU public procurement process.  The cost of the tendering process 
for this service is estimated at €150,000 including the costs of legal advice and assistance with 
the complex contract.

The commercial agreement between the parties contains adequately robust provisions re-
garding the security and confidentiality of Central Bank information. These provisions are de-
signed to safeguard commercially sensitive information and comply with the Banks internal 
standards and those laid down by the European Central Bank.

The service provider is Hewlett Packard Ireland Limited. This entity is not regulated by the 
Central Bank of Ireland. The commercial terms agreed between the parties impose strict restric-
tions on access to data.

I am not in a position to outline the details of any specific outsourcing arrangements that 
may exist in other Central Banks as they are confidential to those institutions. We are aware that 
some other Central Banks and Regulators have engaged external specialist private companies to 
provide elements of the services which will be provided under this contract.  It is to be expected 
that other Central Banks will evaluate external Data Centre options when they come to an ‘end 
of life’ scenario with their existing facilities.

20/03/2013WRL01450Mortgage Resolution Processes

20/03/2013WRL01500204. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of the residen-
tial mortgages that have been restructured that will be considered to have been dealt with only 
on an interim basis and will subsequently require a more definitive long-term solution to be put 
in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13691/13]
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20/03/2013WRL01600210. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the number of residential mortgages restructured in each year from 2008 to 2013; the 
number of such restructured mortgages that are currently in arrears; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13694/13]

20/03/2013WRL01700211. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out in tabular 
form the number of buy-to-let mortgages restructured in each year from 2008 to 2013; the num-
ber of such restructured mortgages that are currently in arrears; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13695/13]

20/03/2013WRL01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204, 
210 and 211 together.

The Central Bank commenced the quarterly publication of mortgage and mortgage arrears 
data from the period ending September 2009.  As part of this series, it commenced the publica-
tion of data on mortgage restructures in respect of primary homes in 2010 and subsequently 
in respect of buy to let mortgages in 2012.  The outstanding number of restructured mortgage 
accounts for these types of mortgages at year ends, as well as the number of such mortgages 
currently in arrears, are set out as follows:

- end-2010 end-2011 end-2012
Stock of restructured 
PDH mortgages

 59,229  74,381  79,852 

of which in arrears  24,024  37,584  37,821 
Stock of restructured 
BTL mortgages

 -  -  21,800 

of which in arrears  -  -    8,331 

It should be noted, however, that the number of restructured accounts possessing arrears at 
the end of each year does not indicate the level of mortgages that have slipped into arrears after 
initial restructuring. Restructured accounts that are in arrears is comprised of loans that had 
arrears both prior to restructuring (but are now performing according to the new arrangement) 
and loans that have slipped into arrears post restructuring. Furthermore, the annual increase in 
the total stock of restructures is not due exclusively to new   restructures that took place in that 
year, as some restructuring arrangements that were in place at the end of the previous year will 
have expired by the end of the following year. Therefore, those accounts whose restructuring 
arrangements have expired at some point during a period are not included in the overall stock 
of restructures at the end of that period.

The data currently published by the Central Bank relates to restructures and the type of 
restructure.  At the end of 2012, the Central Bank advised that around 23,430 PDH mortgage 
accounts had a permanent restructure type of arrangement but data is not yet available on the 
durability of the restructured arrangement.   However, as the Deputy is aware, last week the 
Central Bank announced new and significant targets for the main banks to offer and put in place 
durable and sustainable solutions for their customers in mortgage difficulty.  Initially the targets 
are for the offer of solutions but over time targets will also be set for the conclusion of sustain-
able solutions and for the durability of such solutions.  Arrangements will be put in place to 
audit and monitor progress made against these targets.

  Question No. 205 answered with Question No. 203.
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20/03/2013WRL01950Property Taxation Application

20/03/2013WRL02000206. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his commitment that a 
minimum proportion of the revenue from the local property tax will be spent in the local author-
ity area in which it is raised is aspirational or if he intends to give it a definitive legal basis prior 
to 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13692/13]

20/03/2013WRL02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The allocation of funding to local au-
thorities is properly a matter for my colleague the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government.   The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment has recently confirmed that the Government has accepted, in principle, a policy position 
that from next year 80% of all Local Property Tax (LPT) receipts should be retained within the 
local authority areas where the properties are based. The remaining 20% of the LPT collected 
nationally will go to the Local Government Fund, which will continue to provide funding to 
local authorities on a needs and resources basis. 

  Questions Nos. 207 and 208 answered with Question No. 203.

20/03/2013WRL02250Property Taxation Application

20/03/2013WRL02300209. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the actions a homeowner 
should take if they disagree with the Revenue assessment of their property value; the evidence 
that homeowners will be required to produce to substantiate their valuation; if he has considered 
on a one off basis making a tax credit available to allow homeowners to undertake a profes-
sional valuation of their property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13693/13]

20/03/2013WRL02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) sets out how the Local Property Tax (LPT) is to be administered and how a 
residential property is to be valued for LPT purposes.   As I have previously stated, the Revenue 
Commissioners will not be involved in valuing individual properties.  LPT is a self-assessed 
tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on 
his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the property.  As values for properties under €1 
million are organised into valuation bands for the purposes of LPT, property owners will not be 
required to provide a precise value for their property.  

The Revenue Commissioners have prepared valuation guidance which, taken together with 
the owner’s own knowledge of the property, will assist him or her in assessing its value.  The 
guidance, which is now available on the Revenue website, includes an on-line guide that pro-
vides indicative property valuation bands depending on the property type, age and location.  If 
a property has certain unique features, is smaller or larger than the average for the area, is in a 
significantly poor state of repair or has exceptional features, property owners will have to factor 
this into their assessment of the valuation of their property.  Where property owners consider 
that the on-line valuation guide is not indicating a reasonable valuation for their property, they 
should make their own assessment of its value.  As I have previously advised the House, where 
the Revenue guidance is used in an honest manner, the valuation made by a property owner 
will not be challenged by the Commissioners in accordance with its normal Customer Service 
Charter.

I am further advised that additional sources that a property owner would find useful to help 
them with their property value assessment include the property prices register, the property sec-
tion of local newspapers, information from local estate agents and property websites.  
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It is a matter for the property owner to decide whether they should have their property pro-
fessionally valued.  However, it is expected that, for the vast majority of properties, the guid-
ance provided by Revenue will give the owner sufficient information which, when combined 
with their own knowledge of their property, will allow them determine the valuation band for 
their property.  Consequently I do not believe that a tax credit to have a residential property 
professionally valued is necessary. 

Finally, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a copy of the information sourc-
es used by the property owner to inform their self-assessment of the value of their property 
should be retained as proof of compliance with their LPT obligations.  This might include a 
paper record of the property section of their local newspaper, information downloaded from the 
property price register regarding the sales price of a similar house sold in the area, information 
downloaded from property websites or details taken from Revenue’s valuation guidance.  

  Questions Nos. 210 and 211 answered with Question No. 204.

20/03/2013WRL02550Negative Equity Mortgages Numbers

20/03/2013WRL02600212. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his estimate of the num-
ber of residential mortgages in negative equity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13696/13]

20/03/2013WRL02700213. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the best estimate available 
for residential properties in negative equity of the total market value of such properties and the 
total outstanding loan values attaching to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13697/13]

20/03/2013WRL02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 213 together.

While the Central Bank publishes aggregate data each quarter on the level of residential 
mortgages and mortgage arrears, it is not possible to produce estimates of the level of negative 
equity on a similar regular basis.  However, from time to time the Central Bank has, based on 
detailed granular data that becomes available to it for a sample of banks, produced estimates of 
the amount of negative equity in the Irish housing market.  The most recent estimates for this 
was contained in the Central Bank’s 2012 macro-financial review, updating earlier central bank 
work published in their quarterly bulletin (Jan 2012), and it indicated that for the FMP sample 
of banks (i.e. banks subject to the Financial Measures Programme and excluding foreign sub-
sidiaries), based on the position that pertained in the second half of 2011, around 24 per cent 
or 144,000 mortgages were in negative equity and that the value amount of the negative equity 
across mortgages was circa €10 billion.

20/03/2013WRL02850Tax Code

20/03/2013WRL02900214. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the legislative basis on 
which self-employed and employed cross-Border workers are treated differently for taxation 
and universal social charge purposed is section 825A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 as 
inserted by Section 13 of the Finance Act 1998, the section that enables the Revenue Com-
missioners to apply it to employees only; if he will highlight the section of this legislation that 
makes a distinction between employed and self-employed persons resident here but working 
exclusively outside the State as the section itself refers to an individual rather than an em-
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ployed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13728/13]

20/03/2013WRL03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that Section 825A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (the “cross border worker 
relief”) is confined only to the remuneration accruing to an individual resident in the State from 
a “qualifying employment” as defined in subsection (1) of Section 825A.  In other words, the 
relief provided for in Section 825A is confined only to employees holding certain employments 
outside the State, and does not extend to the self-employed.   As the Deputy will be aware, 
where a statutory provision applies, as in this case, to one category of individual, it is not neces-
sary to list in the provision all the categories of individuals to which the relevant provision does 
not apply nor is it necessary to distinguish as between various categories of individual.  This 
is why Section 825A makes no specific distinction as between employed and self-employed 
persons resident here but working exclusively outside the State.

20/03/2013WRL03050Defined Pension Benefit Scheme Issues

20/03/2013WRL03100215. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his permission has been 
sought by the trustees of pensions’ schemes of any of the covered banks to sell or otherwise 
deploy sufficient assets and use the proceeds of those asset sales or transfers to address the pen-
sion deficit when they exist in a manner consistent with the treatment extended by the trustees 
of the AIB pension scheme to the deficit in that bank’s pension scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13765/13]

20/03/2013WRL03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, all three 
of the remaining Covered banks have defined benefit pension deficits to varying degrees. These 
are liabilities of the banks to which there are attached numerous legal and regulatory responsi-
bilities. Both AIB and Bank of Ireland have started consultations with their staff representatives 
with a view to finding a workable and efficient solution to these deficits which takes account of 
the need to preserve capital and restore each bank to profitability as fast as possible. They are 
engaging with my officials about solutions but, at present, no discussion has progressed to the 
point where any permissions are required from me.    The asset transfer conducted by AIB in 
2012 was directly linked to the bank’s desire to implement a large combined early retirement 
and voluntary redundancy scheme that will generate significant annual cost savings for the bank 
over time.  

20/03/2013WRL03250Mortgage Resolution Processes

20/03/2013WRL03300216. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the number of permanent 
solutions that have been applied to principal dwelling house mortgages in difficulty in each 
bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13824/13]

20/03/2013WRL03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank has advised that 
overall there were around 23,430 mortgage accounts that had permanent restructure types at 
end-December 2012.  The Central Bank advises that permanent restructure types are arrears 
capitalisation, term extension, permanent interest rate reduction, trade down mortgages, split 
mortgage and mortgage to rent.  However, the Central Bank is not in a position to supply bank 
specific data on this matter.  Also, as the Deputy is aware, last week the Central Bank an-
nounced additional new measures to tackle the mortgage arrears problem including the publica-
tion of performance targets for the main banks to require lenders to systematically work through 
their mortgage book and to offer durable solutions to mortgage holders in arrears.  The Central 
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Bank will also, over the coming period, set targets for the conclusion of durable solutions and 
for the sustainability of such solutions.  Arrangements will be put in place to audit and monitor 
progress made against these targets.  It will be necessary to wait the full reporting of the new 
measures to assess their impact and the durability of the solutions put in place arising from this 
process.

20/03/2013WRM00150Banks Recapitalisation

20/03/2013WRM00200217. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of the €24 bil-
lion of taxpayers’ funds used to assist the banks with over indebted customers that has subse-
quently been used to date to assist mortgage-holders in each institution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13825/13]

20/03/2013WRM00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that all banks 
are required to maintain certain levels of regulatory capital to the satisfaction of the Central 
Bank.  As part of their ongoing prudential work, banks and the Central Bank monitor the level 
of capital and if a deficiency is identified, or if one could reasonably arise, the regulated bank 
will have to take action to address such a potential or actual shortfall.  As part of its overall 
support for the Irish banking system, the State has provided a very significant amount of capital 
support to the covered banks with the most recent capital injection arising from the March 2011 
Central Bank PCAR assessment of the covered banks.  That capital assessment was based on 
certain macro economic and loan loss assumptions on all parts of the loan books of the cov-
ered banks, including mortgages.   The capital provided to the covered banks allowed them to 
meet their regulatory capital requirements having regard to aggregate actual and protected loan 
losses and other costs and also, in respect of the continuing banks, to enable them to continue to 
operate as banks.  The Central Bank has clearly stated that banks now have a substantial capital 
buffer with which to absorb losses on their mortgage portfolios and, as evidenced by the Central 
Bank statement last week on performance targets, the State authorities now require determined 
action by banks to systemically work through their mortgage book and to offer appropriate du-
rable solutions to mortgage holders in arrears.  

However, under the Relationship Frameworks put in place with the covered banks, the 
Boards of these institution, in the exercise of their fiduciary responsibilities, are responsible for 
the day to day operations of the banks including decisions on the commercial management and 
resolution, where appropriate, of individual loans and they are required to report, in line with 
prudential and accounting requirements, on the provisioning position of all individual loans in 
their interim and annual accounts.  As Minister, I have no directive role or involvement in such 
decisions.

20/03/2013WRM00350Pension Provisions

20/03/2013WRM00400218. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce a pension 
levy for AIB management; if there will be any reduction in their pensions or increases in contri-
butions to their pension fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13822/13]

20/03/2013WRM00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware AIB an-
nounced in 2012 that it plans to close the defined benefit pension scheme to new accruals and 
as part of this process is in on-going discussions with staff and the Unions. AIB is committed 
to ensuring that all elements of pay, including base pay and benefits, are in line with the bank’s 
operating performance and recognise the materially altered environment for banks operating in 
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Ireland. All changes need to be made against a backdrop of historical contracts that were put 
in place in a different operating and ownership environment.   Following the publication of the 
Review of Remuneration Practice and Frameworks at the Covered Institutions, I have directed 
the covered institutions including AIB to come up with plans to meet the State’s objectives. 
Those objectives mean a saving of 6%-10% of total remuneration costs through reductions in 
payroll, pension benefits and other measures.

I also wish to point out that the Pension Related Deduction (PRD) which is known as the 
pension levy only applies to people belonging to public service pension schemes and does not 
apply to semi-states or the private sector. Irrespective of the Minister’s shareholdings in each 
of the covered institutions, no public service pension schemes exist in those institutions and 
therefore the pension levy does not apply.

20/03/2013WRM00550National Debt

20/03/2013WRM00600219. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Finance the scale of Ireland’s na-
tional debt at end 2007, both in real terms and as a percentage of GDP; if he will indicate the 
net increase of the national debt, in real terms, in each of the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 
2012; in the case of each year the amount of net debt increase attributable to banking measures 
and the amount attributable to borrowing to fund current expenditure; the scale of Ireland’s na-
tional debt both at the end of 2012 and as of today, again both in real terms and as a percentage 
of GDP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13881/13]

20/03/2013WRM00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The data requested by the Deputy re-
lating to National Debt, covering the period 2007 to 2012, is listed in both Table 1 and Table 
2.  The National Debt, that is the net debt incurred by the Exchequer after taking account of 
cash balances and other related assets, stood at €163.354 billion at end-February 2013. Cur-
rent estimates for Nominal GDP for both 2012 and 2013, at €163.2 billion and €167.7 billion 
respectively, were published as part of Budget 2013.   As regards payments for banking recapi-
talisation which affected the National debt during the period of 2007 to 2012, the following was 
recorded:

- In 2009, the Exchequer injected €4 billion into Anglo Irish Bank.

- In 2010, the Exchequer provided, by way of Special Investment Shares (SIS), €625 million 
to EBS and a further €100 million to INBS. 

- In 2011, the Exchequer funded the first of the Promissory Notes payments to IBRC (for-
merly Anglo Irish Bank and INBS) and EBS. These amounted to €3,060 million and €25 mil-
lion respectively. The Exchequer also provided a gross €7.6 billion towards the recapitalisation 
of Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Irish Life and Permanent (ILP) in July 2011.

- In 2012, the Exchequer funded the second instalment of the EBS Promissory Note of €25 
million. It also funded the €1.3 billion acquisition of Irish Life Limited from ILP.

Finally the bond issued to settle the 2012 IBRC Promissory Note also added to National 
debt in 2012. With regard to the purchase of Irish Life in 2012, the Deputy may be aware that 
the State recently sold Irish Life. This was a welcome development, representing the first time 
during the crisis that a company in which we have invested has been returned fully to private 
ownership.

Table 1. National Debt as % GDP
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 Year Nominal GDP National Debt National Debt as % 
GDP

 - € billion € billion %
2007 188.7  37.6 19.9%
2008 178.9  50.4 28.2%
2009 161.3  75.2 46.6%
2010 156.5  93.4 (1) 59.7%
2011 159.0 119.1 74.9%
2012 163.2 137.6 84.3%

Source: Department of Finance & NTMA

Data for 2007-2011 GDP figures based on outturn, 2012 GDP based on forecast from   Bud-
get 2013

Rounding may affect totals

Table 2. Breakdown of Year-on-Year increase of National Debt

Year Nominal 
GDP

Y-on-Y 
National 
Debt In-
crease

“Gross 
Banking 
Support” 
National 
Debt 
Increase 
Compo-
nent 2

“Gross 
Banking 
Support” 
Debt 2 % 
GDP

“Regu-
lar” Debt 
Increase  
Compo-
nent

“Regular” 
Debt  % 
GDP

 - € billion € billion € billion % € billion %
2007 188.7 1.7 - - 1.70 .9%
2008 178.9 12.8 - - 12.8 7.2%
2009 161.3 24.8 4.0 2.5% 20.8 12.9%
2010 156.5 18.2 0.7 (1) 0.5% 17.5 11.2%
2011 159.0 25.7 10.7 6.7% 15.0 9.5%
2012 163.2 18.5 4.8 2.9% 13.7 8.4%

Source: Department of Finance & NTMA

Data for 2007-2011 GDP figures based on outturn, 2012 GDP based on forecast from   Bud-
get 2013

Rounding may affect totals

1. Issuance by the Government in 2010 of Promissory Notes to Anglo Irish Bank and INBS 
(subsequently renamed IBRC) and EBS increased the level of General Government Debt by 
almost €31 billion in 2010 alone. However, the Promissory Note payments only add incremen-
tally to National Debt   as the annual instalments are paid.

2. “Banking related debt” relates to the direct, gross   impact on National debt of measures 
taken to support the Irish banking system through the Exchequer. 
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No allowance is made for any revenues flowing from the banking sector such as from fees 
for the Bank Guarantee, interest on contingent capital notes,dividends from the Central Bank 
to the State as a result of ELA provision or the proceeds from the sale of part of the NPRF 
Commission shareholding in Bank of Ireland in 2011. Similarly, the figures do not take account 
of the €20.7 billion gross in support provided directly from the NPRF, the Exchequer support 
provided to the credit union sector or the debt servicing costs of the associated Exchequer bor-
rowing.

20/03/2013WRM00750Property Taxation Collection

20/03/2013WRM00800220. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Finance the minimum cash payments the 
Revenue Commissioners will accept from persons paying weekly instalments at a local service 
providers for the property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13898/13]

20/03/2013WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that a number of different payment options have been put in place to assist people 
in meeting their Local Property Tax (LPT) obligations, including the facility to pay by cash.  
Revenue’s strategy in this regard is to ensure taxpayers have a choice of payment options avail-
able to them from which they can choose the method, which is most suited to their individual 
circumstances.    Revenue has appointed a number of payment service agents, An Post, Payzone 
and Omnivend Systems Ltd, to provide cash payment facilities for LPT.  The payment service 
agents will not apply any minimum threshold for cash payments but will charge a transaction 
service fee, which will be borne by the customer.  The three payment service agents have ex-
tensive networks and are easily accessible across the country.  Taxpayers who choose to pay 
by cash on a phased basis should ensure that the full amount of LPT is paid by the end of the 
year in which the tax is due.   Revenue has outlined details of the various payment options in its 
Guide to Local Property Tax  .

20/03/2013WRM00950NAMA Loan Book

20/03/2013WRM01000221. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if the assets of a de-
veloper being taken over by the National Asset Management Agency can include what was 
formerly a designated public road, that is, an access road into an unfinished housing estate; the 
number of such roads that NAMA has taken over across the country; if he will outline NAMA’s 
obligations and responsibilities for any such roads under their control; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13928/13]

20/03/2013WRM01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The National Asset Management Agen-
cy (NAMA) has acquired loans from participation institutions.   NAMA is not the owner of 
properties.  The Agency’s role is that of a secured lender. NAMA’s acquisition of loans has no 
implications for the designated status of public roads.  Such roads remain in the full control of 
the relevant roads authority.     Where NAMA holds security over unfinished housing develop-
ments it, in line with the recommendations of the report of the Advisory Group on Unfinished 
Housing Developments, requires its debtors and receivers to prepare a Site Resolution Plan 
(SRP) with input from all stakeholders, including residents, the bond holder, the local authority 
and the funder.  This process, which is advocated by the Minister of State with special respon-
sibility for Housing and Planning, is designed to ensure, inter alia, the early resolution of all 
taking in charge issues, including the taking in charge of infrastructure such as roads within the 
development.
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20/03/2013WRM01150NAMA Operations

20/03/2013WRM01200222. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
the selling agents currently on the panel of selling agents who may act on behalf of the National 
Asset Management Agency in relation to the sale of properties; when invitations will be issued 
again for firms wishing to become members of the panel; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13907/13]

20/03/2013WRM01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the deputy is aware NAMA has 
acquired loans and is not the owner or operator of properties. The Agency’s role is that of a 
secured lender. NAMA appointed a panel of property valuers in 2009 to assist in the valuation 
of property that was security for loans being acquired and that this process has now concluded.  
Other than properties that have been enforced, all of which are listed on NAMA’s website and 
which are managed by the appointed receivers, properties continue to be managed by their 
existing owners or their professional managers/agents.   In managing the letting and sale of 
properties, owners and receivers are required to appoint selling agents on a competitive basis 
and under a duty of care to NAMA.  Where NAMA directly procures services, it does so in 
accordance with the rules of public procurement.  All tenders directly managed by NAMA are 
advertised on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie, and the public procurement website, www.
etenders.gov.ie  .  NAMA recommends that interested parties monitor these sites to identify 
suitable tenders which may arise in the context of NAMA’s work.

20/03/2013WRM01350NAMA Loan Book

20/03/2013WRM01400223. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the locations and 
properties that have loans acquired by National Asset Management Agency in County Meath. 
[13962/13]

20/03/2013WRM01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA is prohibited under Sections 99 
and 202 of the NAMA Act from disclosing confidential information, which is specifically de-
fined to include information relating to its debtors and details of their properties.  Accordingly, 
the provision of the information sought by the Deputy would be in contravention of the NAMA 
Act.  The Deputy will however note that a number of properties located in Meath are under the 
control of receivers appointed by NAMA and that details on those properties are available on 
the Agency’s website, www.nama.ie.

20/03/2013WRM01550Public Service Contracts

20/03/2013WRM01600224. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if consideration was given to 
the outsourcing of a call centre to a private company to deal with calls relating to the local prop-
erty tax; if the cost of such a centre was estimated at €4.9 million; if it was intended that calls 
taken by that centre would then be processed back to Revenue; if he still intends to proceed with 
plans for a private call centre; if a direct call number has been established for local property tax 
queries; and the number of personnel who have been assigned to answering calls. [13992/13]

20/03/2013WRM01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the introduction of the Local Property Tax (LPT), amounting, as it does, to the larg-
est extension of the self-assessment system in the history of the State, represents a very great 
administrative challenge for Revenue. As a new service that will have exceptional temporary 
pressures at particular stages of its initial implementation it proved difficult to predict the level 
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of contact that would arise during its introduction and, consequently, the resource required to 
meet customer service demands.    Revenue considered a number of options for the provision of 
a phone call service and estimated the cost of providing the service needed to meet the antici-
pated demands taking account of a number of resource options.  These included the use of ex-
isting Revenue resources only; the recruitment of Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) for their 
1890 service; the outsourcing of the entire service and a mix of existing staff, TCOs and exter-
nal resources.  Revenue chose the final option outlined, a mix of external and internal resources. 

The service was initiated on 7 March, the contact number is 1890 200 255 and it operates 
on the basis that calls are handled by the service provider in the first instance.  Complex matters 
that cannot be handled by the service provider are escalated to a team of Revenue staff.  The 
call management and reporting systems are monitored by Revenue and also the actual delivery 
of the service.  The number of staff allocated to the call centre service, both in Revenue and 
externally will vary in response to the levels of demand, but for the Deputy’s information, cur-
rent indicative numbers are 40 external staff with up to 27 Revenue staff available as required.

The outsourcing of peak call handling in respect of the LPT will ensure that skilled Revenue 
staff can continue to provide the necessary customer service to meet their long term, on-going 
demands and commitments in relation to the strategic priority of maintaining and improving 
levels of tax and duty compliance.  It meets the specific and unusual need which has arisen in 
the context of the roll out of the new tax.  It might also be noted that, following a full hearing, 
the Civil Service Arbitration Board determined that the proposal to outsource this service is 
entirely consistent with provisions of the national agreements on the provision of outsourced 
services, including specific provisions in Towards 2016   and the Public Service Agreement 
2010-2014.

The €4.9 million figure quoted by the Deputy does not represent the estimate of the cost of 
the outsourced call centre service.  This figure was Revenue’s estimate of the total cost of pro-
viding a service using internal and external resources.  The nature of the contract is that the cost 
will depend on the volume of calls handled, but I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that it is expected to be very much lower than the figure quoted by the Deputy.  I am further 
informed that in accordance with the relevant Government  decision,  the Revenue Commis-
sioners publish quarterly lists of payments over €20,000 and payments made under this contract 
will be included in future lists.

The proposal to address the simpler LPT queries through the outsourcing of limited call 
services offers a flexible, scalable response to an unpredictable demand.  It will also provide 
assurance that the introduction of LPT will not damage Revenue’s overall capacity to deliver 
for the Exchequer and for the Irish people, an important consideration at any time and vital in 
the current economic circumstances.

20/03/2013WRM01750Banking Sector Remuneration

20/03/2013WRM01800225. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to ensure 
that the pay cuts in line with the Croke Park two agreement for the public service are extended 
to the bailed-out banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14017/13]

20/03/2013WRM01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): When publishing the Review of Remu-
neration Practices and Frameworks at the Covered Institutions, on 12 March 2013, I indicated 
that the Government had formed the view that with the remaining covered institutions still in-
curring losses it was an inescapable conclusion that the cost base of the institutions needs to be 
reduced further. This is essential if they are to return to profitability, be in a position to support 
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the economy and repay the State’s investment through a return to private ownership.  On behalf 
of the Government, I have now directed the banks to come up with plans as to how they intend 
to address this issue in a manner that can help meet the State’s objectives.  I expect the value 
of those plans to mean a saving of 6% - 10% of total remuneration costs, through reductions in 
payroll and pension benefits, new working arrangements and structures that deliver efficiency 
gains. 

I acknowledge the sacrifices and changes made by bank employees to date at all levels and 
recognise that this has been achieved without major industrial unrest in what is a critically 
important sector.  However, it can never be forgotten by management and employees of these 
banks – both past and present – that without enormous cost to Irish taxpayers these institutions 
would not have survived and that this needs to be borne in mind during future discussions.

20/03/2013WRM01950IBRC Liquidation

20/03/2013WRM02000226. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the parliamentary oversight 
provisions he has established in relation to the liquidator appointed to Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation in liquidation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14019/13]

20/03/2013WRM02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can advise the Deputy that I have put 
in place a comprehensive process for the oversight of the liquidation of IBRC.  In common with 
the interest of other creditors I and my officials have been in contact with the Special Liquida-
tors throughout the process to date to understand how the winding up has been proceeding.  
Weekly briefings have been established between officials of the Department of Finance and 
the Special Liquidators.   This constant engagement and oversight will continue throughout 
the course of the liquidation and will be supported by a monthly report to me by the Special 
Liquidators.  The first of these reports has been received and is currently being considered.  As 
the report contains information that is commercially sensitive I am not in a position to publish 
these reports.

20/03/2013WRM02150IBRC Staff

20/03/2013WRM02200227. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if employees who are willing 
to cooperate with the liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation in liquidation to ensure 
a satisfactory outcome for the taxpayer will be compensated for their ongoing co-operation by 
way of making available the previous redundancy programme that existed in the bank prior to 
the liquidation in view of the fact that the liquidator can make payment to unsecured creditors 
whose co-operation is required for a successful conclusion to the process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14022/13]

20/03/2013WRM02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, following the 
appointment of the Special Liquidator IBRC employee contracts were terminated in the Re-
public of Ireland.  As a result of the termination of the employment contracts, employees are 
entitled to apply for a statutory redundancy payment and a statutory notice payment, subject 
to the limits prescribed by statute.  The vast majority of employees have been re-hired by the 
Special Liquidators for a minimum period of 3 months to ensure an orderly wind-down of the 
business.  I am sure the staff will continue to work to ensure a satisfactory outcome for Irish 
taxpayers while they remain in employment under the liquidation process.  Furthermore, some 
staff may, in time, be re-hired by NAMA or other purchasers of the assets.   I am informed by 
the Special Liquidators that there is on-going communication between them and the staff of 



Questions - Written Answers

182

IBRC to discuss their issues.  The Special Liquidators are highly cognisant of the issues that 
staff and the IBOA have been highlighting and that significant steps have already been taken 
to address those concerns.  The Special Liquidators have advised that they continue to engage 
with the staff and their representative bodies.

20/03/2013WRM02350Ministerial Meetings

20/03/2013WRM02400228. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he has spoken to or met 
the Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland recently to discuss the ongoing mortgage crisis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10966/13]

20/03/2013WRM02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Both I and my Department maintain 
close contact with the Central Bank on a range of financial sector issues including the develop-
ment and implementation of measures to address the mortgage arrears problem.  In that regard 
the Deputy will of course be aware that last week the Deputy Governor of the Central Bank and 
myself announced additional new measures to tackle the mortgage arrears problem including 
the publication by the Central Bank of performance targets for the main banks to require lenders 
to systematically work through their mortgage book and to offer durable solutions to mortgage 
holders in arrears.

20/03/2013WRM02550Property Taxation Application

20/03/2013WRM02600229. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance noting that on properties sold to 
tenants under various State sales schemes a significant discount is applied to an agreed market 
value, thereby reducing the price paid by the tenant to the local authority and in view of the 
fact that the local authority does not receive market value on the sale of a housing property, his 
views on whether it is appropriate that market value be used when calculating the basic rate of 
local property tax. [12817/13]

20/03/2013WRM02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the chargeable value is defined in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 
as the price that the unencumbered fee simple of a residential property might be expected to 
fetch on a sale on the open market were that property to be sold on the valuation date of 1 
May 2013, in a manner that would secure the best possible price for the property.  Therefore, 
in assessing the market value of a residential property it would be inappropriate that account 
be taken of whether the property was purchased by its current owner at a discount to market 
value, whether from a local authority or any other previous owner.  The Local Property Tax 
(LPT) is a self-assessed tax, therefore it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax 
due based on his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the property.     Certain Govern-
ment backed schemes have been and continue to be available, aimed at helping lower-income 
households buy their own homes by allowing properties to be purchased at prices significantly 
less than their market value.  I am advised by the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government that under the Affordable Housing Scheme, launched in March 1999, 
local authorities provide additional housing on land, which they own, to low-income purchasers 
at cost price.  A mortgage subsidy is payable to qualifying households based on income bands.   
The Shared Ownership Scheme facilitates access to home ownership in two or more stages for 
those who cannot afford home ownership immediately.  In the case of qualifying households 
a subsidy towards the rent payments for that portion of the equity not yet purchased, based on 
income bands, is payable by the local authority, and recouped by the Department of the Envi-
ronment, Community and Local Government.  There are transitional arrangements for subsidy 
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payments to avoid disincentives in the scheme as income rises.

To the extent that those who purchased a property under such schemes are on a low income, 
they may be in a position to qualify for either a full or a partial deferral of payment of Local 
Property Tax.  The income thresholds for a full deferral are €15,000 for a single person and 
€25,000 for a couple.  The thresholds for a partial deferral are €25,000 for a single person and 
€35,000 for a couple.  These thresholds may be increased by up to 80% of mortgage interest 
payable – this increased threshold is available until 2017. 

20/03/2013WRM02750Property Taxation Exemptions

20/03/2013WRM02800230. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether local au-
thority emergency or transitionary housing, unoccupied local authority units awaiting demoli-
tion or regeneration are liable for local property tax. [12818/13]

20/03/2013WRM02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): For Local Property Tax (LPT) purposes, 
a residential property is defined as any building or structure (or part of a building) which is used 
as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling and includes any shed, outhouse, garage or other building 
or structure and includes grounds of up to one acre.     The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides that a liability for LPT will arise where a person owns a residential 
property on the liability date which will be 1 May 2013 for the year 2013 and for subsequent 
years 1 November in the preceding year.  

The Act provides that local authorities will be liable to pay LPT on their properties in the 
same way as any other residential property owner, unless the properties are used to accom-
modate people who have special housing needs.  Special housing needs refers to the provision 
of housing and support for people who have a particular need in addition to a general housing 
need to enable them to live in the community.  I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that 
they are currently drawing up guidelines that will facilitate social housing providers, including 
local authorities, in identifying which of their properties are used to provide special needs hous-
ing and are, therefore, exempted from the charge to LPT.  In keeping with the Department of 
Finance’s mission to play a central role in the achievement of the Government’s economic and 
social goals, as set out in my Department’s Annual Review of 2012  , officials of my department, 
along with the Revenue Commissioners, are actively engaging with social housing providers, 
including, for example, Focus Ireland, in this regard.  

It is not possible to give a definitive view on whether local authority emergency or transi-
tional housing will be exempt from LPT without further information on the nature of the hous-
ing and any supports provided. 

As already stated, one of the criteria for liability to LPT is that a building is suitable for 
use as a dwelling.  The fact that a building is unoccupied will not of itself mean the building is 
exempt from LPT.  It will be a question of fact in each case whether a particular building await-
ing demolition or regeneration is suitable for use as a dwelling.  It is not possible to provide a 
general reply that will address each case; for example, a perfectly habitable property may be 
awaiting demolition simply because a local authority intends to re-develop an area. 

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides that where local author-
ity owned properties are not exempt from LPT, the market value of any such property will be 
deemed to fall into the lowest valuation band of €0 to €100,000 up to and including 2016.  This 
will result in an LPT charge of €45 per property for 2013 and €90 per year for 2014 to 2016.  
In addition, section 119 of the Act also gives local authorities until 1 January 2014 to pay the 
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2013 tax. 

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that they are liaising with the Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government to establish how local authorities will 
provide the Revenue Commissioners with information in relation to their LPT liability and the 
timing and manner of the payment of this liability.

20/03/2013WRM02950Living City Initiative

20/03/2013WRM03000231. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extend-
ing the living city initiative pilot project to the walled town network or and the walled towns 
historical initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13125/13]

20/03/2013WRM03100232. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will broaden the remit 
of the living city initiative to include a broader range of houses with the specific aim of maxi-
mising the regeneration process and ensuring that it is more community based; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13126/13]

20/03/2013WRM03200233. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will explain the link 
between the selection of Limerick and Waterford due to their extremely low ranking on the 
Relative Deprivation Index for Irish Cities, –6.66 and -4.51 respectively, for inclusion in the pi-
lot project for urban regeneration under the living city initiative and the refurbishment of owner 
occupied Georgian homes; the rationale for selecting this particular scheme; the way he expects 
it to address the related issues of chronic unemployment and high levels of deprivation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13128/13]

20/03/2013WRM03300234. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend tax breaks 
under the living city initiative to small retailers who rent premises adjacent to historic buildings 
and quarters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13135/13]

20/03/2013WRM03400235. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in detail 
the way tax breaks for the refurbishment of owner-occupied Georgian houses as outlined in the 
living city initiative will assist the regeneration process in Limerick and Waterford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13127/13]

20/03/2013WRM03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 to 
235, inclusive, together.

Section 30 of the Finance Bill 2013 introduces a scheme of tax incentives, focussing on 
the regeneration of the historic centres of some of our main cities. The scheme, which will 
be introduced by Ministerial order, is entitled the Living City Initiative and will apply, in the 
first instance, on a pilot basis, to specified regeneration areas in Waterford and Limerick.  My 
Department have prepared an information note on this Initiative which was published on the 
Department’s website on 13 February last. 

The historic centres of some of our cities have suffered for a long time from gradual depopu-
lation and the relocation of family homes and businesses out to the suburbs, particularly during 
the period of the “Celtic Tiger”. These centres have also suffered greatly from the general eco-
nomic downturn of the past few years and while I am not suggesting that this scheme is capable, 
on its own, of reversing that trend, I am convinced it has a part to play especially with regard to 
helping to rebuild confidence in those areas. The particular focus of the scheme is as follows:

- to encourage people back to the centres of Irish cities to live in historic buildings, in par-
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ticular Georgian houses, and

- to encourage the regeneration of the retail heartland of central city business districts.

I indicated in my Budget speech in December last year that I would examine proposals for 
a targeted incentive for already identified regeneration areas. The tax relief which will apply 
under this scheme will operate for 5 years from the date of commencement. However, it is my 
intention that before it begins, the scheme will be the subject to an ex-ante cost benefit analysis. 
Subject to a positive outcome from that analysis, I will seek EU approval under State Aid rules 
for this initiative to be commenced for Limerick and Waterford cities. I have not yet decided 
on the exact boundaries of the regeneration areas in these cities but I will be consulting with 
my Government colleagues and the relevant local authorities before I make any final decision.

There are 2 strands to the scheme.  The first involves a tax relief for the refurbishment or 
conversion of Georgian houses for residential purposes. The relief will only apply to owner/oc-
cupiers and not for rented residential accommodation. The relief will be spread over 10 years at 
the rate of 10% of the expenditure per annum, provided the property is occupied as the principal 
private residence of the individual during that time. No relief can be transferred to any subse-
quent purchaser. It will be necessary for the individual to have received confirmation from the 
relevant local authority that the property conforms to planning permission (if required), appro-
priate building regulations and floor area limits and that the cost of the works seem reasonable, 
before the relief can be claimed. 

The second strand is a scheme of accelerated industrial buildings allowances for the conver-
sion and refurbishment of retail premises, although other business services will also be allowed 
where the premises is a Georgian building. In such cases, the commercial element will be con-
fined to the ground floor or basement with the residential element upstairs. The allowance is at 
the rate of 15% per annum for 6 years with 10% in year 7 and is subject to the normal balancing 
charges or allowances if disposed of within that time period.  The standard restrictions on the 
sideways setting of unused capital allowances against other income will apply and there will be 
no exemption from the current treatment of the termination of the carry-forward of certain un-
used capital allowances for passive investors. Furthermore, the high earners restriction, which 
applies across the full range of reliefs such as this, also applies to this relief. 

I am hopeful that these reliefs will help restore some of these inner city areas to their former 
glory. The prevalence of Georgian houses is a peculiar characteristic of the built-environment 
of many Irish cities and while some of these Georgian buildings have fallen into a state of 
disrepair and dereliction, my colleague, the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and 
myself have been exploring ways in which to promote and support the regeneration of these 
city centres. If EU State Aid approval is received, I will then consider extending the scope of 
the Initiative to other clearly defined areas within cities, but I do not believe that it would be 
prudent to go beyond the areas which are already identified at this stage.

The reliefs which I am introducing are an attempt to encourage people back into these cities, 
to rear their families and if possible, to operate their business from there. It will not be possible 
to revitalise these inner city areas without this happening. Pobal, the state agency that supports 
local communities has developed a sophisticated index which measures deprivation in different 
local areas across Ireland. Taking into account the deprivation statistics from the 2011 Census, 
both Limerick and Waterford score as the most disadvantaged of our major cities. Furthermore, 
unemployment rates in these cities are also the highest, significantly worse than the national 
average.  Both have their own unique problems regarding unemployment and social problems 
and for these reasons I have selected these for the pilot phase of this initiative.
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20/03/2013WRN00150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRN00200236. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
fees were not covered in a Student Universal Support Ireland case in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13734/13]

20/03/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty is pursuing an undergraduate degree course in the University of Ulster, in Northern Ireland.

The Student Support Act 2011 provides that the payment of tuition fees be limited to ap-
proved courses of higher education at an approved institution in the State, other than for excep-
tional provision in respect of approved postgraduate courses in Northern Ireland.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

20/03/2013WRN00350Health and Safety Regulations

20/03/2013WRN00400237. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has been 
drawn to a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14002/13]

20/03/2013WRN00500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): In Ireland, it is a requirement under S.I. No. 504/2006 — Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work (Construction) Regulations 2006, that any person engaged in any of the activities listed 
in Schedule four of the above Regulations on a construction site, must be in possession of the 
relevant Construction Skills Certification Scheme (CSCS) registration card. The requirements 
for the issue of a valid construction skills registration card under the Regulations are possession 
of (a) the relevant FETAC award under the Construction Skills Certification Scheme, (b) an 
equivalent FETAC award, or (c) an equivalent award approved by a body in another Member 
State of the European Communities recognised by FÁS as equivalent to the FETAC award un-
der the Construction Skills Certification Scheme.

There was an agreement in the past between FÁS and the Construction Plant Competency 
Scheme (CPCS) in the UK to exchange certain plant registration cards.  However, as late as 
December 2012, the CPCS have suspended this agreement, which they are entitled to do. FÁS 
is currently in negotiations with CPCS in an effort to re-instate the agreement.  There is no 
qualification which is recognised in all EU Member States, different countries regulate different 
occupations.

Construction Plant is not a regulated occupation under UK legislation.  Although a person 
is required to be competent and qualified it is not a requirement to hold a specified qualification 
or registration card. Each individual employer must ensure the competence of their workers and 
therefore they can accept the FÁS CSCS registration card as proof of competence provided they 
are satisfied that it is sufficient.

Following the Recognition of Professional Qualifications (2005/36/EC) EU Directive, all 
EU Member States are required to facilitate EU citizens seeking to practice a regulated profes-
sion/occupation in another Member State, having gained their qualification in another Member 
State. As stated above, Construction Plant is not regulated in the UK and therefore they do not 
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come under the scope of the (2005/36/EC) EU Directive.

In the interim period, Mr. Dunne may wish to contact Mr. Tony Pearson or Mr. Pat Wade in 
FÁS (Tel: 01 6070500) who will keep him up-dated on the process.

20/03/2013WRN00550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

20/03/2013WRN00600238. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
a decision will issue regarding an appeal against the judgment to disallow a student grant ap-
plication in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14113/13]

20/03/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 11th March, 2013.

20/03/2013WRN00750Student Grant Scheme Expenditure

20/03/2013WRN00800239. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will update 
Dáil Éireann on the student assistance fund; the amount of funding that has been allocated in 
Budget 2013 for distribution through the fund in 2013-2014; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14114/13]

20/03/2013WRN00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Third Level Access Mea-
sure comprises two sub-priorities: the Student Assistance Fund and the Fund for Students with 
Disabilities. The overall value of the Fund for the 2013/14 academic year is €16.2m.

The management of the Third Level Access Measure Fund rests with the Higher Education 
Authority and the allocation of funding for the sub-priorities in a particular year is a matter for 
the authority.

The allocation to the Student Assistance Fund for the 2013/14 academic year will not be 
known until the HEA takes a decision in this matter in the run up to the commencement of the 
academic year.

20/03/2013WRN00950Departmental Correspondence

20/03/2013WRN01000240. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the salary scale in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. [14125/13]

20/03/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The details submitted in rela-
tion to the person referred to by the Deputy are being checked. An official of my Department 
will be in contact with her in the near future.

20/03/2013WRN01150School Accommodation

20/03/2013WRN01200241. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the pres-
ent and future accommodation requirements in respect of a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14151/13]
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20/03/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The 5 Year Construction Plan 
that I announced on 9 March 2012, outlines the major school projects that will commence 
construction over the duration of the Plan. Details of these projects are also contained on the 
website. The primary aim at the core of the Five Year Plan is focussed on meeting demographic 
demands to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school place and that our 
school system is in a position to cope with increasing pupil numbers.

Due to competing demands on my Department’s capital budget, imposed by the need to 
prioritise the limited funding available for the provision of additional school accommodation to 
meet increasing demographic requirements, it was not possible to include the project referred 
to by the Deputy.

My Department will consider applications by schools for funding for additional classrooms, 
which schools may provide on a permanent basis, where an immediate enrolment need is aris-
ing. 

20/03/2013WRN01350School Accommodation

20/03/2013WRN01400242. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an agreement exists 
between his Department and a religious order to provide land in County Cork for an extension 
to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14152/13]

20/03/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that a property partly occupied by the school to which he refers was offered to my Department 
in 2009 as part of an offer of properties by the Religious Order who owned it, in the aftermath 
of the publication of the Ryan Report.  The Government’s response to this offer indicated that 
while the property was not of immediate interest, the Order was asked not to dispose of the 
property without first giving the Minister the option of taking possession.

Since then there have been further discussions between officials of my Department and 
representatives of the Religious Order in question and I can advise the Deputy that agreement 
has recently been reached in principle to transfer the property to the Department.  However, as 
discussions are ongoing, I am not in a position to comment further at this time.  

Once the property has been transferred, its use to meet the accommodation needs of the 
school referred to by the Deputy will be considered in the context of the capital budget available 
to my Department for school buildings generally.

20/03/2013WRN01550Departmental Staff Retirements

20/03/2013WRN01600243. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
a scheme of voluntary redundancies is available to employees in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14160/13]

20/03/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government recently 
announced a targeted voluntary redundancy package which is initially to be rolled out in three 
areas including specific parts of the Education Sector. Officials of my Department are currently 
liaising with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with a view to finalising ar-
rangements for the roll out of a targeted scheme for the Sector. Accordingly, a scheme is not 
currently on offer to employees of my Department.
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20/03/2013WRN01750Student Grant Scheme Appeals

20/03/2013WRN01800244. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a Student Universal Support Ireland grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14189/13]

20/03/2013WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My officials understand from 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the student referred to by the Deputy appealed 
the original decision to its appeals officer on 6th March , 2013. SUSI aims to issue appeal deter-
minations as promptly as possible and within the specified timeframe specified in the Student 
Support Act, 2011.

20/03/2013WRN01950Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/03/2013WRN02000245. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills when pay-
ment of a grant will issue in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14193/13]

20/03/2013WRN02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has had his application reviewed and he was subsequently awarded the non-adjacent rate. A 
revised award letter issued on 18th February 2013.

I understand  that a revised rate of payment was issued to the student referred to by the 
Deputy on 13th March  2013.

20/03/2013WRN02150Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/03/2013WRN02200246. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 216 of 1 March 2013 regarding Student Universal Support Ireland 
grant applications, if he will clarify the number yet to be dealt with; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14195/13]

20/03/2013WRN02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand from Student 
Universal Support Ireland that it is up to date with processing all complete applications.  In this 
regard as at the close of business on the 17th March 2013 the position is that 59,684 applica-
tions have been processed to completion.

As part of the close out strategy for the 2012/13 academic year, SUSI is currently contacting 
applicants who have not completed their application by submitting the required documentation. 
SUSI is providing these with a final opportunity to submit the documentation so that applica-
tions for 2012/13 can be closed out. Support for students to complete their applications has been 
put in place. 698 applications are currently with SUSI for processing, the majority of which are 
as a result of the close out strategy.

20/03/2013WRN02350Early Childhood Education

20/03/2013WRN02400247. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools in the primary sector that are operating early childhood care and education facilities in 
each county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13618/13]
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20/03/2013WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department does not 
currently collect data on whether or not primary schools are operating early childhood care and 
education facilities.  The Department of Children and Youth Affairs does have information on 
whether the early years service is located within school grounds but doesn’t have information 
on whether the facility is being operated by the primary school or by an independent group.  The 
Deputy may wish to take this up with the D/CYA.

20/03/2013WRN02550Schools Building Projects Status

20/03/2013WRN02600248. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools in the primary sector that have had funding approved for extensions and the number 
awaiting approval, broken down by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13619/13]

20/03/2013WRN02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Information in respect of 
the current status of all assessed applications for major capital works at primary and post pri-
mary schools, including details of those projects where funding has been approved, is available 
on my Department’s website, broken down by county, at www.education.ie, which is updated 
regularly throughout the year.

The 5 Year Construction Plan that I announced on 9 March 2012 last, outlines the major 
school projects that will commence construction over the duration of the Plan. Details of these 
projects are also contained on the website, broken down by county. The primary aim at the core 
of the Five Year Plan is focused on meeting demographic demands to ensure that every child 
will have access to a physical school place and that our school system is in a position to cope 
with increasing pupil numbers.

In addition, under my Department’s Prefab Replacement Initiative announced in March 
2012, over 170 schools have been approved to replace their rented prefab accommodation with 
permanent accommodation. In excess of €42 million has been allocated for this initiative of 
which €15.6 million was paid in 2012. This funding is being provided to schools to replace 
rented prefabs that are currently providing mainstream classroom and resource rooms for an 
estimated 6,000 pupils. In total 286 mainstream classrooms currently in rented prefabs will re-
ceive permanent buildings details of which are available on my Departments website.

20/03/2013WRN02750Site Acquisitions

20/03/2013WRN02800249. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a site 
has been identified in relation to a college campus development (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13620/13]

20/03/2013WRN02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that discussions are ongoing between officials in Co. Donegal VEC and my Department in re-
lation to identifying a suitable site to cater for the proposed campus development to which he 
refers. Due to the commercial sensitivities attaching to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a 
position to comment further at this time.

20/03/2013WRN02950Higher Education Institutions

20/03/2013WRN03000250. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
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in tabular form the number of persons employed and the total cost thereof for each institution in 
respect of human resources administration, financial administration and general administration 
broken down by institute of technology and by university and by year since 2000; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13626/13]

20/03/2013WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought is 
not readily available in my Department. Officials of my Department have asked the Higher 
Education Authority to contact the institutions seeking details and I will forward the available 
information to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WRN03150Teachers’ Remuneration

20/03/2013WRN03200251. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 256 of 22 January 2013 when the new circular will be issued; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13652/13]

20/03/2013WRN03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can inform the Deputy that 
Circular 8/2013: Budget 2012 – Public Service-Wide Review of Allowances and Premium Pay-
ments, was issued on 25 January 2013.  The Circular is available to download from my Depart-
ment’s website.

20/03/2013WRN03325Croke Park Agreement Issues

20/03/2013WRN03400252. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if proposals 
contained in the Croke Park two arrangements will result in a cut in allowances for teachers 
working in schools in the Gaeltacht areas on Irish offshore islands. [13673/13]

20/03/2013WRN03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The proposals put forward 
by the Labour Relations Commission on an extension to the Croke Park Agreement include a 
provision that there will be full co-operation by the parties with the follow up to the Govern-
ment’s allowances review.

The public service trade unions are currently considering the outcome of these negotiations. 
Their members now have an important decision to make and in my view, it is better for us all to 
allow them the time and space to reflect and come to that decision without any perceived pres-
sure from any side. In light of that, I do not think that it would be helpful to this ongoing process 
for me to comment or elaborate upon proposals which were carefully constructed by the LRC.

20/03/2013WRO00150School Staffing

20/03/2013WRO00200253. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the gender 
breakdown of primary school principals by county. [13672/13]

20/03/2013WRO00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested in 
relation to the gender breakdown of Primary School Principals is being compiled and will be 
provided directly to the Deputy.

It would take the staff in my Department some time to compile this information on a County 
basis.  I do not therefore propose to divert them from their current work in order to provide this.
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20/03/2013WRO00350School Staffing

20/03/2013WRO00400254. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
the position regarding small two-teacher rural schools whose pupils numbers fall below 20; the 
options open to the pupils and teachers of such schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13723/13]

20/03/2013WRO00500256. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider putting in place a moratorium of a full school cycle where a school (details supplied) in 
Country Leitrim will remain open as a two teacher school. [13725/13]

20/03/2013WRO00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 254 and 256 together.

Teacher allocations are approved annually in accordance with established rules based on 
recorded pupil enrolment.  The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources pro-
vided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil 
enrolments on the previous 30 September.

The allocation process for the 2013/14 school year is currently underway in my Department 
and the staffing arrangements, including the appeals process, for primary schools have been 
published on the Department website.  The final staffing position for all schools will not be 
known until later in the year when the allocation process will be fully completed and all appeals 
to the Staffing Appeal Board will have been considered.

As part of the Budget 2012 decisions, the number of pupils required to gain and retain a 
classroom teaching post in small primary schools is being gradually increased between Septem-
ber 2012 and September 2014.  During this period the pupil threshold for a 2-classroom school 
is being increased to 20 pupils. In these extremely challenging times, all public servants are 
being asked to deliver our public services on a reduced level of resources and teachers in small 
schools cannot be immune from this requirement.  The phasing of these measures can provide 
the schools concerned with time to consider the potential for amalgamation with other schools 
where this is feasible.  If amalgamations do take place, they will be voluntary and follow deci-
sions taken by local communities and not by the Department.

The Government recognises that small schools are an important part of the social fabric of 
rural communities and my Department has expanded the existing appeals process so that it is 
accessible to the small schools that are affected by the budget measure.  In this regard small 
schools will not lose their classroom post if they are projecting sustainable increased enrol-
ments in September 2013 that would be sufficient to allow them to retain their existing class-
room posts over the longer term.

The detailed arrangements in relation to the appeals process are set out in the Department’s 
Staffing Circular 0013/2013.  The Appeal Board operates independently of the Department and 
its decision is final.

20/03/2013WRO00650School Transport Eligibility

20/03/2013WRO00700255. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circum-
stances in which students are sanctioned for subsidised school bus transport to bring them to a 
primary school outside of their local school. [13724/13]

20/03/2013WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
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The purpose of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme is, having regard to avail-
able resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from 
their nearest school.

Children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are 
attending their nearest national school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language.  Children who are not eligible for school transport, under the 
terms of the scheme, may apply to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject 
to a number of conditions which are detailed in the scheme.

The availability of concessionary transport may vary from year to year, is not available on 
public scheduled services, and cannot be guaranteed for the duration of a child’s primary school 
education cycle.

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 254.

20/03/2013WRO00950Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/03/2013WRO01000257. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provision 
and courses for personal development and education that are available to a young person with 
autism after they attain the age of 18 years recognising their special needs and the desirability 
of developing their potential; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13743/13]

20/03/2013WRO01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a variety of options are in place for young persons, including those with special education 
needs, to continue with educational provision after the age of 18.

My Department provides funding to Vocational Education Committees (VECs) nationwide 
for a range of  part-time and full-time accredited and non-accredited further and adult education 
programmes which are open to all learners, including those with special educational needs.

The Adult Literacy Programme provides basic education including reading, writing and 
numeracy skills, and ICT for adults who wish to improve their literacy and numeracy com-
petencies to enhance their functional participation in personal, social and economic life. The 
Community Education programme provides education and learning, generally outside the for-
mal education sector, with the aims of enhancing learning, empowerment and contributing to 
civic society.

Funding is also provided to VECs  to support local community-based education groups 
outside the formal education sector and is usually allocated through the provision of teaching 
hours, or small grants, to a range of community and voluntary groups for educational activities.

The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) scheme provides a third level admis-
sions scheme for school leavers who have a disability or specific learning difficulty.  Students 
who are considered to be DARE eligible may secure a college place on a reduced points basis.  
Details of the DARE scheme are available at www. accesscollege.ie.

20/03/2013WRO01150Site Acquisitions

20/03/2013WRO01200258. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way a 
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site for a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow was obtained; the details pertaining to its 
purchase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13761/13]

20/03/2013WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department had a leasehold interest in the premises occupied by the school to which 
he has referred.  The lease ran from 1939 for a period of 50 years, thus it expired in 1989.  The 
property in question is no longer used as a national school following the construction of a new 
purpose built school on a different site.

20/03/2013WRO01350Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/03/2013WRO01400259. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
an update on the process, including target time, to resolve the backlog of 80 student appeals in 
the Student Universal Support Ireland appeals process; and if he will ensure that the appeals 
board meets more regularly to clear the backlog. [13794/13]

20/03/2013WRO01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I understand that the Deputy 
is referring to the appeals on decisions made by Student Universal Support Ireland which are 
on hand to be considered by the independent Student Grants Appeals Board (Appeals Board).

I can confirm to the Deputy that the Appeals Board is currently sitting at weekly intervals to 
clear the appeals on hand.  This arrangement will continue into April and will be reviewed on 
an on-going basis in order to ensure the timely decisions on appeals. The target is to ensure that 
appeals are considered by the Appeals Board as quickly as possible.  Appeals are received on 
an on-going basis throughout the academic year.

20/03/2013WRO01550State Examinations Issues

20/03/2013WRO01600260. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the appeal decisions for reasonable accommodation in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Meath. [13795/13]

20/03/2013WRO01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.

The State Examinations Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations in 
the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submitted by schools 
on behalf of their students.  Full details of the scheme is available for downloading from their 
website:

www.examinations.ie/candidates/reasonableaccommodations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

20/03/2013WRO01750Back to Education Allowance Applications

20/03/2013WRO01800261. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) in Dublin 24 cannot do a UAC course in Pearse College, Dublin; and 
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the actions that can be taken to allow this person to pursue this chosen course. [13874/13]

20/03/2013WRO01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The person referred to by the Deputy is undergoing a second level education course in Pearse 
College and is in receipt of a Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) from the Department of So-
cial Protection.  The College advise that upon completion of this course he wishes to undertake 
a university access course which will enable him to progress to third level and the College has a 
place available for him on this course.  While City of Dublin VEC who manage Pearse College 
offer this course to some learners under the VTOS scheme the eligibility criteria requires that 
they be unemployed for at least six months prior to enrolment.  The person referred to by the 
Deputy does not fulfil this criteria as he has been attending an educational course and is there-
fore not classed as unemployed.

His eligibility for payment under the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) scheme should 
be addressed to the Department of Social Protection.

20/03/2013WRO01950Schools Building Contractors

20/03/2013WRO02000262. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps or 
checks his Department carry out to ensure that all contractors, including sub-contractors em-
ployed by the main contractor, working directly for his Department on a school building project 
are REA compliant; the steps he has taken to address the situation at a school (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15 which was recently brought to his attention; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13889/13]

20/03/2013WRO02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): All major school building 
contracts include a clause specifying the payment of the appropriate Registered Employment 
Agreement rates of Pay and Conditions of Employment.  This is a standard clause in the Public 
Works Contracts.The National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) is the statutory body 
established to monitor, inspect and enforce issues relating to employment rights compliance.  
My Department works closely with NERA and may refer issues for investigation where ap-
propriate.

My Department is continually seeking ways of improving the effectiveness of the delivery 
of the school building programme particularly in the area of compliance.  This includes seek-
ing to improve existing processes for assessing potential risks and verifying compliance with 
regard to pay and conditions on school building projects.  My Department has provided detailed 
guidance on the duties and obligations in relation to pay and conditions of employment on 
school building projects as part of the Department’s Design Team Procedures.

My Department has recently received correspondence from a Trades Union alleging non-
adherence to REA provisions by a named sub-contractor on the project to which the Deputy 
refers.  In accordance with my Department’s Design Team Procedures the Employers Repre-
sentative, in this case the Project Manager, has been requested by my Department to liaise with 
the main contractor to determine the facts of the case.

My Department is currently reviewing the situation.  When that review is complete, my 
Department will determine the appropriate actions to be taken, including, if necessary, referral 
to the appropriate statutory industrial relations bodies.
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20/03/2013WRO02150Third Level Courses Feedback

20/03/2013WRO02200263. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
in tabular form the cost of administering course feedback/ student evaluations, broken down by 
year and institution since 2000 in respect of administering course feedback for universities; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13884/13]

20/03/2013WRO02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought is 
not readily available in my Department. Officials of my Department have asked the Higher 
Education Authority to contact the institutions seeking details and I will forward the available 
information to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

20/03/2013WRO02350Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/03/2013WRO02400264. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will issue a 
student grant as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13900/13]

20/03/2013WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 6th March, 2013

20/03/2013WRO02550Croke Park Agreement Issues

20/03/2013WRO02600265. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
the pension entitlements under Croke Park two for those teachers who opt to retire before Au-
gust 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13926/13]

20/03/2013WRO02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Minister for Public Ex-
penditure & Reform has decided that public servants who retire before the end of August 2014 
will have their pension and lump sum calculated by reference to the current pay rates, i.e. the 
rates before the pay reductions which will apply from 1st July 2013.

20/03/2013WRO02750Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRO02800266. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow who was 
receiving jobseeker’s allowance for a period of time who signed off and applied for a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13947/13]

20/03/2013WRO02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI) has confirmed that the student referred to by the Deputy appealed the decision 
on his grant to the appeals officer in SUSI with regard to the rate of grant awarded.  Its original 
decision was upheld and a letter to that effect was issued on the 29th November, 2013.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board.
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20/03/2013WRO02950School Enrolments

20/03/2013WRO03000267. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is concerned at 
the clustering of immigrant children in primary schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13910/13]

20/03/2013WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of enrolment in 
individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of those schools. My Depart-
ment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all 
pupils seeking places.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrol-
ment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998. In this regard a Board of Management 
may find it necessary to restrict enrolment to children from a particular area or a particular age 
group or, occasionally, on the basis of some other criterion. The criteria to be applied by schools 
in such circumstances are a matter for the schools themselves. This selection process and the 
enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in 
respect of all applicants.

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality 
and the rights of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student. Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of 
their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the rel-
evant Vocational Educational Committee or to the Secretary General of my Department.

The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The Board 
can be contacted at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green 
Street, Dublin 7 or by telephone at 01-8738700.

The Deputy will be aware that in 2011, I launched a discussion paper on school enrolment.  
The “Discussion Paper on a Regulatory Framework for School Enrolment” contains sugges-
tions on how to make the process of enrolling in schools more open, equitable and consistent 
and is available on my Department’s website.

I also invited education partners and interested parties to submit their views to my Depart-
ment.  The feedback from this consultation has helped inform the nature and scope of a new 
regulatory framework for school enrolment.

I intend to bring legislative proposals to Government this year, the primary aim of which 
will be to ensure that every child is treated fairly and that every child has a place at school

20/03/2013WRO03150Special Educational Needs Services Provision

20/03/2013WRO03200268. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if resource 
hours will be made available to a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny in view of the 
fact that they have dyspraxia; if he will expedite this matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13950/13]
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20/03/2013WRO03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
primary and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including Resource 
Teaching support for children with more complex special needs.  The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s criteria in allocating such supports.

The NCSE has allocated its Resource Teaching supports to schools for the 2012/13 school 
year.  Details of these allocations are available at www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE have now asked all schools to forward their applications for Resource Teaching 
Support for the 2013/14 school year to the NCSE by 15th March, 2013, and will advise schools 
of their revised allocations in advance of the coming school year.

In the interim, schools should support students who require resource teaching or learning 
support from their existing resource teaching allocations. 

20/03/2013WRO03350Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/03/2013WRO03400269. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
expedite approval of two grant applications to Student Universal Support Ireland in respect of 
persons (details supplied) in County Wexford based on the up-to-date information provided. 
[13952/13]

20/03/2013WRO03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI) has confirmed that the application from the first named student referred to by the 
Deputy was issued with a decision that she was ineligible in relation to her grant application as 
the reckonable income was over the income threshold.

I understand the student appealed that decision to the appeals officer in SUSI and their origi-
nal decision was upheld and a letter to this effect was issued on the 31st January 2013.

I understand that the second named student appealed the original decision made on her ap-
plication to the appeals officer in SUSI, her case was reviewed and upheld  by the appeals of-
ficer and a letter was issued to the applicant on the 13th March 2013 as reckonable income was 
over the threshold limit.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and 
remains of the view that SUSI has not interpreted the scheme correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board. The relevant appeal form will be available on request from SUSI.

20/03/2013WRO03550Student Grant Scheme Expenditure

20/03/2013WRO03600270. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills the assis-
tance available from his Department to an Irish student (details supplied) studying in the UK; 
and if his attention has been drawn to any assistance that may be available from the UK authori-
ties towards the cost of third level education there. [13958/13]

20/03/2013WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under the terms of the stu-
dent grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions 
of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, previous 
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academic attainment and means.

Under my Department’s student grant scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding pro-
vided they are attending an approved course at an approved institution, an approved course is 
defined as a full-time undergraduate course of at least two years duration or a full-time post-
graduate course of not less than one year duration pursued in an approved institution.

Students who are attending undergraduate courses in an EU Member State, can apply for 
a maintenance grant in respect of an approved course which is being pursued in an approved 
institution.  The student grant scheme does not extend to postgraduate courses pursued outside 
of Ireland.

The Deputy will appreciate that in the absence of all of the relevant details that would be 
contained in an individual’s application in relation to means, residency, nationality and previ-
ous academic attainment, it would not be possible for me to say whether or not a student would 
qualify for a grant.  To determine eligibility, a student may submit a fully completed online 
grant application to SUSI, via studentfinance.ie, once the application process for the 2013/14 
academic year opens.

In addition the student in question can contact the university’s Welfare and Financial Guid-
ance Service before they apply for the course at email:

firstpoint@worc.ac.uk if they would like confidential, one-to-one financial advice.

20/03/2013WRP00050Apprenticeship Programmes

20/03/2013WRP00100271. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 186 of 5 March 2013, if payment for participation in the redundant 
apprentice scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry in view of the fact 
that FÁS recognised the person’s participation and completion of this scheme and clearly state 
that payment will be provided for phase seven of this course. [13961/13]

20/03/2013WRP00200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
As I stated in my reply to the Deputy on 5 March the individual in question did not participate 
on the FÁS Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme.  In any event FÁS does not pay any ap-
prentices when they are with their employer for Phase 7 of their apprenticeship.

20/03/2013WRP00250School Transport Provision

20/03/2013WRP00300272. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schemes his 
Department runs or supports to provide school transport to students with special needs in north 
County Dublin. [13991/13]

20/03/2013WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Children with special needs may apply for school transport in accordance with the terms of my 
Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs arising 
from a Diagnosed Disability.  Under the terms of this scheme children are eligible for transport 
where they: have special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability in accordance 
with the designation of high and low incidence disability set out in Department of Education 
and Skill’s (DES) Circular 02/05 and are attending the nearest recognised: mainstream school, 
special class/special school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their special education-
al needs.  Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special 
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Education (NCSE) through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).  Fur-
ther information on this scheme is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

20/03/2013WRP00450Bullying in Schools

20/03/2013WRP00500273. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedure for 
dealing with advice to school principals in dealing with response to cyber bullying. [13995/13]

20/03/2013WRP00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As the Deputy is probably 
aware, on 29 January last, Minister Fitzgerald and I published the Action Plan on Bullying 
which sets out twelve actions to help prevent and tackle bullying in primary and second level 
schools.  I have ring-fenced €500,000 to support implementation of these actions this year.  As 
part of the Action Plan, new anti-bullying procedures for all primary and second level schools 
are currently in development in consultation with the education partners.  These new proce-
dures will include a specific reference to cyber bullying.  These will be issued to all schools at 
the beginning of the next school year.

Central to promoting safer use of the Internet by young people is a strong commitment to 
changing behaviour and raising the knowledge, skills and attitudes around preventing, respond-
ing to and reporting cyber bullying incidents.  Implementation of the Action Plan on Bullying 
will increase capacity in these areas and build on my Departments’s current strategy to ensure 
that internet safety is mainstreamed throughout the school’s teaching, learning and other prac-
tices.  Resources are available on www.webwise.ie and include guidelines on developing Ac-
ceptable Use Policies.

20/03/2013WRP00650School Accommodation

20/03/2013WRP00700274. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of primary and post-primary schools that are in temporary accommodation; the percent-
age of those that are Irish-medium schools that are waiting for permanent accommodation; 
and the length of time those schools have been waiting for permanent school accommodation. 
[13976/13]

20/03/2013WRP00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table outlines 
all primary and post-primary schools currently renting temporary accommodation.  The com-
mencement date of the earliest rental at each school is also outlined.  

Of these 615 schools, 60 are Gaelscoileanna and 5 are Gaelcholaistí.

Roll                         
No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary accom-
modation

04077I* St Brigids NS Carlow 01/08/05
11135K St Mary’s NS Carlow 01/09/05
16080N* St Phadraig Naofa Carlow 14/12/07
17514C Clonegal NS Carlow 01/12/08
17994T SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow 19/09/06
18424G St Joseph’s NS Carlow 01/08/12
20295K** Carlow Educate Tog Carlow 01/01/08
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No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary accom-
modation

20370V Saplings School Carlow 01/09/07
61140K* St. Leo’s College Carlow 01/09/07
61150N Presentation - Del La 

Salle College
Carlow 15/08/12

08453H* Crubany NS Cavan 01/09/06
08490N St Clare’s PS Cavan 01/09/07
16057S Convent of Mercy 

NS
Cavan 01/09/07

16083T St Mary’s NS Cavan 01/09/05
16959M Curravagh NS Cavan 03/12/01
17326B* St Felim’s NS Cavan 15/11/04
17625L* Knocktemple NS Cavan 01/09/07
18857O** Carrigabruise NS Cavan 01/09/05
19439B Holy Family NS Cavan 05/08/08
19608V St Kilian’s NS Cavan 01/09/02
19871N Scoil Naomh Padraig Cavan 06/10/01
20026G GS Bhreifne Cavan 01/09/12
70380I** Breifne College Cavan 28/08/11
04919H* St John’s NS Clare 01/09/06
14757N Scoil na Mainstreach Clare 01/08/07
15301V* Kildysart NS Clare 01/09/07
16186G* Inch NS Clare 03/07/06
16677C CBS Bunscoil Inis  

Senior School
Clare 01/09/99

16908S Sixmilebridge NS Clare 28/08/06
16946D* Parteen NS Clare 01/09/06
17583V** Knockanean NS Clare 01/09/05
18639E Ballynacally NS Clare 01/02/08
19274S* St. Conaire’s NS Clare 01/05/07
19849U GS Donncha Rua Clare 01/09/02
19999Q GS Uí Choimín Clare 01/09/94
20075T* St. Mochulla’s NS Clare 24/09/07
20086B** Ennis Educate To-

gether NS
Clare 03/02/07

20245S Ennistymon National 
School

Clare 01/11/07

20312H Raheen Wood Steiner 
NS

Clare 01/07/08

20313J Mol an Oige NS Clare 01/09/08
70840Q Ennistymon VEC Clare 01/10/07
01272O Glandore NS Cork 09/05/01
02114B* Ballygiblin NS Cork 06/11/06
04118T* Bishop Ahern NS Cork 01/11/06
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Roll                         
No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary accom-
modation

07242M Cloghroe NS Cork 01/09/05
10047I Macroom  Convent 

NS       (St Joseph’s)
Cork 10/09/01

10523O Fermoy Adair NS Cork 01/09/06
10724B South Abbey NS Cork 18/12/10
11992I** Whitegate Mixed NS Cork 20/03/01
12004A Mallon No1 NS Cork 30/07/08
12041G* St. John the Baptist, 

Midleton NS
Cork 01/09/06

12263B Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork 01/09/12
12473M Scoil Mhuire na 

nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork 01/09/02

12505W Kilbarry NS Cork 01/09/01
13234W** Cloughduv NS Cork 01/09/06
13375R* Scoil Bhríde Cork 01/09/03
13512B* Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Cork 01/10/06
13728B Castletownshend NS Cork 06/09/05
13779S* Dromahane NS Cork 01/09/05
13828F** St. Columba’s Boys 

NS
Cork 01/07/04

13889C Shanbally NS Cork 01/09/11
14052V** St Colmans BNS Cork 01/09/06
14839P Clondrohid NS Cork 01/09/06
15165Q Ballintotas NS Cork 01/01/07
15484J* SN an Chroí Naofa Cork 25/11/03
15594Q* Grange NS Cork 05/09/01
15646J Coomhala NS Cork 01/09/07
15701O* Bartlemy NS Cork 01/09/07
15781P Ballintemple NS Cork 01/09/02
15792U* SN Naomh Micheál Cork 01/09/07
16087E Kealkil NS Cork 01/09/06
16271U** Watergrasshill NS Cork 01/09/08
17011W St Mochomóg’s NS Cork 01/09/05
17103E** Scoil Chlochair 

Mhuire
Cork 01/09/07

17152R Knockskeagh NS Cork 07/01/08
17168J* SN Inis Eoghain Cork 01/09/07
17297U St Fergal’s NS Cork 01/09/05
17360B* SN Mhuire Cork 01/05/07
17505B* Brooklodge NS Cork 01/09/06
17533G Rahan NS Cork 01/09/08
17600S** Scartleigh NS Cork 01/09/06
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No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary accom-
modation

17609N** Rathcormac NS Cork 01/01/11
17804L SN Cnoc Na Manach Cork 01/09/06
17823P* Glantane NS Cork 01/09/06
17972J* Killmurry NS Cork 01/09/07
17993R* Scoil Mhuire Gan 

Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork 17/09/07

18000W** Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork 07/02/07
18128C Scoil Mhuire NS Cork 01/09/07
18217B Scoil Padre Pio Cork 01/09/05
18428O Bailenóra NS Cork 01/05/01
18468D* St Mary’s NS Cork 01/12/05
18483W School of the Divine 

Child
Cork 01/11/01

18497K* Scoil Inse Ratha Cork 05/02/07
18535P* St John’s GNS Cork 01/09/06
18829J Summercove NS Cork 01/09/12
19256Q* Scoil Ghobnatan Cork 01/09/07
19351K Cill Chriodain Cork 01/09/00
19381T Rathmore NS Cork 01/09/07
19404F* Scoil Mhuire SN Cork 01/09/06
19415K Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork 02/09/02
19557H Caheragh NS Cork 01/09/00
19637F Scoil Fhionnbarra Cork 31/08/01
19760E* Scoil Triest Cork 01/09/06
19761G* St Peter’s NS Cork 01/09/06
19801P Drimoleague Junior 

School
Cork 01/09/05

19839R** GS Uí Ríordáin Cork 01/09/83
19851H** GS de Hide Cork 01/09/08
19881Q** GS Charraig Uí 

Leighin
Cork 01/09/05

19909M GS Pheig Sayers Cork 01/09/05
19978I Maulatrahane Central 

NS
Cork 01/09/00

19993E** GS an Ghoirt Alainn Cork 01/01/04
20006A** GS Chloch na 

gCoillte
Cork 01/09/09

20025E GS Droichead na 
Banndan

Cork 01/08/11

20049S Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Cork 31/05/01
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No

School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary accom-
modation

20074R St Gabriel’s Spec 
School

Cork 01/09/04

20106E** Scoil Niocláis Cork 01/09/06
20107G** Gaelscoil Mhainistir 

na Corann
Cork 01/09/06

20151J Gaelscoil Mhuscrai Cork 01/09/09
20204E Kilworth National 

School
Cork 07/11/11

20222G* Scoil Chuil-Aodha/
Barr dInse

Cork 01/09/05

20239A Gaelscoil Ui 
Drisceoil

Cork 01/07/11

20265B Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork 01/09/07

20310D** Carrigaline Ed Tog 
NS

Cork 17/08/09

20335T** Scoil Phádraig Naofa  Cork 01/07/12
20336V** Midleton Educate 

Together NS
Cork 01/08/11

20354A** Cara Jnr School Cork 01/09/11
62050O The Hamilton High 

School
Cork 01/07/10

62090D Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork 23/08/12

62170B Sacred Heart Sec 
School

Cork 27/08/07

62360G** Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork 29/08/12

62460K St Francis College Cork 01/09/07
62730N St Patricks College Cork 12/11/07
91499E** Kinsale Community 

School
Cork 27/08/07

11843O* Niall Mor NS Donegal 01/09/07
12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal 01/09/06
13755E Gartan NS Donegal 15/10/07
16672P** Lurgybrack NS Donegal 01/09/02
16821G* St Patricks GNS Donegal 18/02/08
16903I Faugher NS Donegal 01/09/07
17721H Scoil Treasa Naofa Donegal 01/09/06
17728V* SN Talamh na Coitle Donegal 01/09/06
18625Q Scoil Cholmcille Donegal 01/09/06
18737E Scoil Bhride Donegal 01/09/05
19313C Glenswilly NS Donegal 03/07/07
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of Temporary accom-
modation

19724A** Little Angels Special 
School

Donegal 01/09/07

19927O Scoil Mhuire Donegal 09/09/05
19967D Scoil Iosagain Donegal 01/09/07
19971R** Gaelscoil Adhamh-

nain
Donegal 01/09/05

20097G Gaelscoil Bhun 
Chranncha

Donegal 01/09/99

20144M Gaelscoil Chois Fe-
abhaill

Donegal 01/09/03

20167B Gaelscoil Eirne Donegal 02/09/02
20235P** Letterkenny Educate 

Together
Donegal 01/09/06

62830R St. Eunan’s College Donegal 27/08/10
71140Q Crana College Donegal 01/09/07
76081F Coláiste Ailigh Donegal 01/11/07
76107U Gaelcholaiste Bhun 

Cranncha
Donegal 15/08/07

00752A Central Model Senior 
Mixed NS

Dublin 01/09/07

01170G* Naul National School Dublin 01/10/07
01795A Central Model In-

fants School
Dublin 20/07/06

06200O* St Mary’s BNS Dublin 01/12/07
07546J Our Lady of Lourdes 

NS
Dublin 01/09/06

11583O St. Andrew’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
12014D** St Andrew’s NS Dublin 16/04/07
14180H Holmpatrick NS Dublin 01/09/06
14463T St Columba’s NS Dublin 03/12/12
16333Q St. Patricks JNS Dublin 17/12/08
16461C** St Finian’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
16972E* SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin 01/09/05
17055T** Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin 01/09/06
17083B* Scoil Mhuire gan 

Smal
Dublin 01/09/07

17472M Hedgestown NS Dublin 30/08/11
17569E St Oliver Plunkett NS Dublin 10/11/05
17691E Lusk NS Dublin 01/09/10
17912O St John Boscos SBS Dublin 01/03/01
17953F* Edmondstown NS Dublin 01/09/07
17961E** Lusk NS Dublin 01/09/06
17978V Naiscoil Ide Dublin 01/10/00
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modation

18046A** Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin 01/09/01
18047C** Scoil Bhride GNS Dublin 31/08/06
18210K St Michaels House 

Special School
Dublin 10/09/07

18386B* Marist NS Dublin 01/10/07
18411U* St Marys NS Dublin 01/12/01
18412W* Scoil Phadraic C Dublin 03/09/07
18632N SN Eoin Bosco Dublin 01/09/06
18671A St Michaels House Dublin 01/09/07
18763F St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin 10/09/07

18778S St. Mochta’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
18815V Our Lady of Lourdes Dublin 01/09/06
18976W* St Colmcilles BNS Dublin 12/10/01
18977B St Colmcilles GNS Dublin 01/06/07
19001G Ballyboughal NS Dublin 01/09/12
19066L* Loreto Primary Dublin 29/08/07
19220S* Scoil Ide Dublin 01/08/07
19221U Scoil Aine Dublin 01/04/00
19259W St. Patricks GNS Dublin 01/09/07
19281P Mater Special School Dublin 01/09/08
19390U St. Marks SNS Dublin 01/09/08
19435Q* St Francis Xavier 

JNS
Dublin 01/09/06

19462T** Scoil Maelruain 
Junior

Dublin 24 03/08/12

19470S St Francis Xavier 
SNR

Dublin 01/09/07

19472W* St Marks JNS Dublin 01/12/06
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Dublin 01/09/11
19515O* St. Teresa’s NS Dublin 01/07/07
19535U St Cronan’s SNS Dublin 01/07/05
19545A St Patricks JNS Dublin 09/01/06
19574H Divine Word NS Dublin 01/09/06
19594N St Pauls Youth En-

counter Project
Dublin 01/09/77

19605P Scoil Mhuire JNS Dublin 01/01/02
19624T** St Catherine’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
19625V Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin 01/10/07
19628E St. Fiachra’s Senior 

NS 
Dublin 01/09/07

19636D St Patricks SNS Dublin 01/09/07
19652B* Sacred Heart NS Dublin 10/12/07
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School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary accom-
modation

19660A Rush NS Dublin 01/03/01
19662E St Michael’s Primary 

School
Dublin 21/12/08

19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin 01/09/06
19757P** St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin 01/09/06

19782O St Brigids JNS Dublin 01/09/06
19817H** Scoil Mhuire Dublin 01/09/06
19834H St Aidans NS Dublin 01/09/06
19877C* Holy Family SNS Dublin 01/02/00
19878E** Holy Rosary PS Dublin 01/09/05
19907I* Gaelscoil Mologa Dublin 01/09/07
19926M** Gaelscoil Cholaiste 

Mhuire
Dublin 21/12/01

19949B Muslim NS Dublin 01/08/08
19991A Ghaelscoil na 

Camoige
Dublin 01/07/06

20012S** Griffith Barracks 
Multi D School

Dublin 01/09/06

20021T Henrietta St School Dublin 25/09/98
20028K** Setanta Special 

School
Dublin 01/12/08

20043G Gaelscoil Chnoc 
liamhna

Dublin 01/09/06

20047O** Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin 01/06/97
20103V John Scottus NS Dublin 01/09/99
20139T** Inchicore NS Dublin 01/01/06
20152L** North Dublin Muslim 

School
Dublin 01/01/02

20168D** Glasnevin Educate 
Together NS

Dublin 01/10/07

20190T** Holy Trinity NS Dublin 01/09/05
20220C Gs Ui hEarcain Dublin 01/09/08
20304I** St. Francis of Assisi Dublin 13/08/08
20308Q** Belmayne ETNS Dublin 13/08/08
20334R** Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin 01/09/08
20348F** Hollywell ETNS Dublin 30/08/10
20372C ABA Facility (Sap-

lings)
Dublin 01/09/05

20375I  Abacus Dublin 01/09/06
20378O St Kevins (Abacus 

Unit) 
Dublin 01/09/05

20381D Red Door Learning 
Centre

Dublin 01/10/09
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of Temporary accom-
modation

60092U** Clonkeen College Dublin 01/09/05
60343T St Josephs Sec 

School
Dublin 01/12/07

60370W St Fintan’s High 
School

Dublin 01/09/08

60450U Coláiste Mhuire Dublin 01/09/03
70010V** Balbriggan Commu-

nity College
Dublin 01/11/06

76062B Castleknock Commu-
nity College

Dublin 01/12/06

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Dublin 01/09/05

76129H** Ardgillan Commu-
nity College

Dublin 01/09/12

76130P** Luttrellstown Com-
munity College

Dublin 01/09/09

Table ctg

Roll No. School Name County Commencement date
of Temporary accom-
modation

81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Dublin 01/02/08

03359N* Ballyroan Boys NS Dublin 01/09/06
19474D St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin 20/08/12
20401G Stepaside ET Dublin 01/06/12
03607G Leitrim NS Galway 01/05/08
04506F Oranmore BNS Galway 20/02/06
05754G** SN Chreachmhaoil Galway 16/01/04
07551C* Ballinderreen NS Galway 01/09/07
09833W Lettergesh NS Galway 01/11/01
10095T Scoil Naomh Treasa Galway 01/03/06
12954F Scoil Bhride Galway 01/09/07
13208V Convent Primary 

School
Galway 30/10/05

13365O Scoil Mhuire Galway 01/09/06
15228O Corgary NS Galway 23/02/02
16293H Kilrickle NS Galway 29/11/01
16804G* SN Chlair na Gail-

limhe
Galway 01/01/07

17444H Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway 01/09/05
17613E Scoil Chaitriona 

Naofa
Galway 01/09/01

17655U SN Caladh na Muc Galway 01/09/12
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17668G** Scoil na bhForbacha Galway 08/09/06
17759J** Scoil Bhride Galway 01/09/11
17782E Scoil Bhride Galway 01/11/05
18089S Scoil Mhuire an 

Gharran
Galway 01/01/02

18112K Scoil Eanna Galway 01/09/05
19567K St Anne’s School Galway 01/09/11
19803T* Scoil Sheamais 

Naofa
Galway 01/12/04

19965W Scoil Mhuire Galway 01/09/05
19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway 01/09/06
19996K* St Brendan’s NS Galway 01/12/06
19998O** GS De hIde Galway 01/09/98
20000L** Galway Educate 

Together
Galway 01/09/07

20042E Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway 15/10/07

20061I** GS Iarfhlatha Galway 01/07/12
20070J Rosedale School Galway 01/09/01
20123E** Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway 01/07/04
20199O** Oughterard NS Galway 01/09/00
20211B** Claregalway ETNS Galway 01/09/05
20237T** Gaelscoil Riada Galway 01/09/06
20264W GS na bhFili Galway 03/09/07
20280U Newtown National 

School 
Galway 03/09/12

20326S Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway 01/08/08

20328W St Teresa’s Sp School Galway 01/09/10
20350P Merlin Woods Pri-

mary School
Galway 01/06/10

20371A Abalta School Galway 01/09/11
62870G** Presentation College Galway 02/08/05
62880J* St Joseph’s College Galway 01/09/07
62960H St Joseph’s Patrician 

College
Galway 01/09/09

71330V** Colaiste na Coirbe Galway 01/09/05
03132I* Sliabh A’Mhadra NS Kerry 01/04/05
07841L Kilgobnet N S Kerry 16/04/07
08320L St Clare’s GNS Kerry 30/08/07
09708T Scoil Mhuire Kerry 01/09/05
13615L* Scoil Eoin Kerry 01/09/05
15592M Scoil Cheann Tra Kerry 31/08/06
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16898S** SN Breandan Naofa Kerry 01/09/06
17231N Kilcummin NS Kerry 30/08/12
17915U Killahan NS Kerry 24/10/06
18247K CBS Tralee Kerry 01/09/07
19448C Scoil Realt na Mara Kerry 01/10/05
19487M Holy Cross Mercy 

NS
Kerry 01/09/07

19512I** St Oliver’s NS Kerry 01/09/06
19547E St Francis Spec 

School
Kerry 01/11/05

19986H Scoil Naomh Eoin 
Baiste

Kerry 01/08/06

20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tu-
athail 

Kerry 01/09/04

20158A Tralee ETNS Kerry 01/09/02
20229U** Nagle Rice National 

School 
Kerry 01/11/12

61410N** Presentation Second-
ary School

Kerry 01/07/10

08099P* St. Laurences N S Kildare 24/08/01
09414C St Laurence’s N S Kildare 01/09/05
12747A* Scoil na Mainistream 

De La Salle
Kildare 01/02/07

15040T Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare 01/09/00

15599D* St. Brigid’s Primary 
School

Kildare 01/09/07

16706G** St Joseph B.N.S Kildare 01/09/06
16707I* St Peter’s BNS Kildare 01/09/03
16845U* St Mochuo’s N S Kildare 31/07/03
17254C St Corbans Kildare 01/11/06
17674B St Anne’s NS Kildare 01/09/07
17968S* Two Mile House NS Kildare 01/11/00
18288B** Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare 01/09/01
18449W St. Conleth’s NS Kildare 01/09/05
18515J Scoil an Lenbh Iosa Kildare 30/08/07
18988G St. Raphael’s Special 

School 
Kildare 01/09/05

19675N** Scoil Bhride Kildare 01/09/05
19796C** Scoil Phadraig Kildare 01/09/06
20058T Gaelscoil Ui Fhiaich Kildare 01/09/04
20257C** St Patrick’s NS Kildare 19/03/11
00788V* Lisdowney NS Kilkenny 01/08/09
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01300Q* St Michael’s NS Kilkenny 13/09/06
16875G* St Patricks NS Kilkenny 19/06/06
17093E* St Brendans NS Kilkenny 03/09/07
17108O* St Johns Junior NS Kilkenny 01/02/02
18660S* St Nicholas NS Kilkenny 10/08/05
19344N St Aidans NS Kilkenny 01/09/07
19626A St Canices Co-Ed NS Kilkenny 01/10/06
19856R* Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny 01/09/05
20132F High Support Special 

School
Kilkenny 01/03/07

20255V** Bunscoil McAuley 
Rice

Kilkenny 27/08/12

20380B Jonah Special School Kilkenny 01/09/07
01556F Scoil Bhride NS Laois 12/02/07
07183W* St Josephs GNS Laois 12/02/07
12231L Rushall NS Laois 01/11/00
13741Q* Rath NS Laois 01/09/07
14838N Maryboro NS Laois 01/09/04
15446B Gaelscoil Thromaire Laois 23/04/07
17064U** St Patrick’s NS Laois 27/11/00
17557U St Abbans NS Laois 01/11/07
18150S Scoil an Fraoich 

Mhoir
Laois 01/09/06

18547W Faolan Naofa NS Laois 01/09/06
18828H St Pauls Primary Laois 01/09/07
19747M** Scoil Bhride NS Laois 11/12/06
20224K Gaelscoil an tSli Dala Laois 01/07/05
20347D** Portlaoise Educate 

Together NS
Laois 01/07/10

68068R** Colaiste Iosagáin Laois 21/08/12
16474L* St. Mary’s NS Leitrim 05/03/07
17233R* St Clare’s NS Leitrim 01/09/06
19423J* St. Patrick’s NS Leitrim 01/09/07
20212D** Gaelscoil Liatroma Leitrim 01/09/05
20260O Gaelscoil Chluainin Leitrim 01/09/07
02007A Cronagh National 

School Rathleale
Limerick 01/08/07

06539H* Knockea NS Limerick 01/09/05
07857D Killinure NS Limerick 01/09/00
09296W Our Ladys Abbey NS Limerick 21/01/08
11422N* Mahoonagh Limerick 15/08/06
16264A St Marys Boys Na-

tional School
Limerick 25/06/02
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16443A* Scoil Phádraig Naofa 
Buachaillí

Limerick 01/09/07

16712B Scoil Naomh Iosaf Limerick 01/06/07
17937H Monaleen NS Limerick 20/02/07
18161A Castleconnell NS Limerick 19/11/07
18177P St Annes Primary Limerick 01/04/00
18426K* Scoil Ide Naofa Limerick 01/09/02
18653V St Josephs BNS Limerick 29/09/99
18692I* Catherine McAuley 

School. (SS)
Limerick 01/03/07

18991S John F. Kennedy 
Memorial School

Limerick 01/01/01

19336O St Pauls NS Limerick 01/09/02
19475F St Brigids NS Limerick 31/08/06
19956V Gaelscoil Sairseal Limerick 01/01/00
20148U** Gaelscoil Chaladh an 

Treoigh
Limerick 01/09/01

20175A** Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Limerick 01/08/09

20181S** Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick 01/09/03
76070A** Colaiste Iosaef Limerick 27/08/12
76101I Gaelscholaiste Lui-

mnigh
Limerick 01/09/10

00860D Forgney NS Longford 01/12/09
19429V** St. Christopher’s 

Special School
Longford 01/10/04

20083S** Gaelscoil Longfoirt Longford 01/09/05
20124G** St Marys NS Longford 01/09/06
20128O** St Matthews NS Longford 01/09/06
00851C Presentation Primary 

School
Louth 01/09/08

01553W Louth NS Louth 01/09/06
14069P Dun Dealgan NS Louth 01/11/06
14651U Castletown GNS Louth 01/03/08
15259C* St Malachys Girls 

Sch
Louth 01/03/06

16208N Termonfeckin Mixed 
NS

Louth 01/09/06

17059E* Iosaif na mBraithre Louth 01/09/07
17195M** CBS Primary 

Dundalk
Louth 01/09/06

17865I St Mary’s BNS Louth 24/08/08
17949D SN Padraig Naofa Louth 01/10/07
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18098T* Scoil N Bhride C Louth 01/09/06
18101F Rampark NS Louth 01/09/08
18148I* Scoil Bhride Lann 

Leire
Louth 01/09/07

18504E* St Malachys Boys Louth 24/09/07
18635T St Buite’s NS Louth 01/01/06
19215C SN Ard Mhuire Louth 19/10/05
19223B* SN Padraig Naofa Louth 01/09/07
19479N Rathmullen NS Louth 21/02/02
19673J** St Josephs NS Louth 01/09/07
19678T St Pauls Senior NS Louth 01/11/07
20171P** Ardee Educate To-

gether NS 
Louth 01/09/02

20259G** St Francis NS Louth 01/09/07
20339E Realt na Mara School Louth 01/09/09
20374G ABA Facility Louth 01/09/04
63890R** St. Mary’s College Louth 01/08/12
63900R* St Vincents Second-

ary School
Louth 01/09/07

71770D O’Fiaich College Louth 01/01/10
91441T** Ardee Community 

College
Louth 01/09/11

17856H* Scoil Naomh Mhuire Louth 01/09/07
63891T De La Salle College Louth 01/07/12
71780G** Scoil Uí Mhuirí Louth 31/08/12
04796R Brackloon NS Mayo 01/09/01
07054L* Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo 01/09/03
11725I* Behymore NS Mayo 01/04/00
13659I Bekan NS Mayo 26/08/08
13667H St. Josephs NS Mayo 01/09/09
13758K Templemary NS Mayo 01/07/05
13945J Eskeragh NS Mayo 01/09/07
14400S* Richmond NS Mayo 01/09/05
15539I St Johns NS Mayo 01/09/07
16170O Cloghans NS Mayo 01/09/00
16173U Kinaffe Ns Mayo 03/12/07
16904K* Lankill NS Mayo 01/09/07
16911H Lahardane NS Mayo 01/05/08
17209U* Caoneal NS Mayo 03/09/07
18070U* Muire Gan Smal Mayo 01/09/07
18145C St Tiernans NS Mayo 01/02/08
19375B** St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo 18/12/06
19402B* Ballyvary Central NS Mayo 24/09/07
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19451O Holy Family NS Mayo 11/09/06
19972T Gaelscoil Uileog De 

Búrca
Mayo 01/06/97

20084U Scoil na gCeithre 
Maol

Mayo 01/09/09

20230F Scoil Phadraig Mayo 01/09/06
64570E** Our Lady’s Sec 

School
Mayo 09/01/06

64690O Scoil Mhuire & Pa-
draig

Mayo 01/09/09

00883P* St Annes Meath 01/03/04
01309L* St Patricks NS Meath 01/09/00
02905J SN Naomh Padraig Meath 01/09/08
04210H* St Josephs NS (Kilm-

essan Mxd NS)
Meath 01/09/07

05630L St Michaels NS Trim Meath 01/09/07
11039O* Kilbeg NS Meath 01/09/00
15104T* Scoil Bhride Meath 01/02/00
16100Q St Josephs Mercy P.S Meath 01/07/06
17520U* Robinstown NS Meath 01/09/06
17623H** O’Growney NS Meath 01/09/05
17705J** Whitecross Primary 

School
Meath 01/09/05

17839H** Duleek BNS Meath 01/09/06
17840P** Scoil Bhainin Naofa/

Duleek GNS
Meath 01/09/07

18106P Lismullen NS Meath 01/09/06
18448U* Rathbeggan NS Meath 01/09/07
18762D** Realt na Mara BNS Meath 01/11/99
18767N** Realt na Mara GNS Meath 01/09/07
19560T** Saint Marys Special 

School
Meath 01/05/06

19768U St Marys NS Meath 01/09/06
20032B Dunboyne Junior 

School
Meath 01/09/06

20033D Dunboyne Senior 
Primary School

Meath 01/09/06

20051F Gaelscoil na Boinne Meath 01/04/06
20082Q Gaelscoil Thulach na 

nOg
Meath 01/09/06

20164S** Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath 01/09/08

20179I** St. Stephen’s Nation-
al School 

Meath 01/08/12
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20191V St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath 01/09/04

20200T Ratoath Senior NS Meath 01/09/07
20352T Ard Ri Community 

NS
Meath 01/09/10

20379Q Stepping Stones Spe-
cial School

Meath 01/09/10

20382F** Gaelscoil na Mí Meath 01/07/11
71960I** Dunshaughlin Com-

munity College
Meath 01/08/12

91508C Boyne Community 
School

Meath 07/01/08

20396Q Ashbourne Educate 
Together NS 

Meath  

72010I Beaufort College Meath 01/08/12
15142E Donaghmoyne NS Monaghan 01/09/07
16769H* Latnamard NS Monaghan 01/09/07
16923O* SN iorball Sionnaigh Monaghan 01/09/05
17099Q St. Josephs NS Monaghan 01/04/08
17686I* Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan 03/09/07
19936P Gaelscoil Ultain Monaghan 28/08/06
20055N GS Eois Monaghan 01/12/97
20327U Gaelscoil Lorgan Monaghan 18/07/08
72170H Ballybay Community 

School
Monaghan 01/09/08

07949I* Oxmantown NS Offaly 01/09/07
17827A** St Patrick’s NS Offaly 01/09/06
18057F Scoil Mhuire NS Offaly 01/09/08
18364O Scoil Muire Banrion Offaly 10/08/07
18406E St Francis BNS Offaly 01/09/04
18797W SN Naomh Iosef Offaly 01/07/07
20099K Offaly School of Spe-

cial Education
Offaly 23/05/06

20267F** Scoil Bhride PS Offaly 19/10/07
20332N** Gaelscoil Eadan 

Doire
Offaly 01/09/08

65582Q St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Offaly 01/09/09

65620V Sacred Heart School Offaly 01/09/07

Table ctg
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72540O** Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly 27/08/12

14356S* Lisaniskey NS Roscommon 01/11/06
16816N Attyrory NS Roscommon 01/09/09
17266J St. Mary’s NS Roscommon 01/09/02
18395C Cloonakilla NS Roscommon 01/09/10
19789F St. Michaels School Roscommon 01/07/10
20126K GS De hIde Roscommon 01/09/04
04487E* Achonry NS Sligo 01/09/12
14636B Scoil Naomh Eanna Sligo 01/09/99
18053U Sooey NS Sligo 01/01/08
18298E Culfadda NS Sligo 01/06/08
18334F* Knockminna Sligo 01/09/07
18575E* Scoil Naomh Molaise Sligo 01/09/05
18979F* Scoil Ursula Sligo 01/09/07
20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 

Re
Sligo 01/07/04

00590A Borrisoleigh BNS Tipperary 04/10/06
01594N* Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary 01/09/07
09190G* Boher NS Tipperary 01/08/07
10120P** Our Lady of Mercy 

NS
Tipperary 01/09/07

12540B Clonmore NS Tipperary 01/09/08
16077B* Ardfinnan NS Tipperary 01/09/07
16211C* Scoil Mochaomhog 

Naofa
Tipperary 01/09/07

16276H Carrig NS Tipperary 01/09/06
17779P Powerstown NS Tipperary 21/09/01
18062V* Grange NS Tipperary 01/12/06
18345K Scoil Iosef Naofa Tipperary 01/09/05
18716T Cahir BNS Tipperary 01/03/00
19230V Scoil Chormaic Tipperary 01/05/06
19615S Scoil Aonghusa Tipperary 02/06/06
20085W GS Charraig Na 

Siuire
Tipperary 01/09/98

72400V** Comeragh College Tipperary 01/08/07
14686 Jonah Project ABA 

school
Waterford 01/09/07

01395H* Aglish National 
School

Waterford 20/08/07

17159I* Garranbane NS Waterford 01/11/06
17525H* Light of Christ 

School
Waterford 01/09/06
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18094L* Scoil Mhuire Waterford 13/08/06
18235D* St Marys BNS Waterford 01/12/06
19108B** St Martins Special 

School
Waterford 01/09/06

19885B Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford 10/01/05

20050D** Gaelscoil na nDeise Waterford 01/07/08
20143K* Waterpark National 

School
Waterford 01/09/07

20160K** Waterford Educate 
Together NS

Waterford 01/01/05

20170N Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford 24/03/04

64922J Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford 01/09/10

64923L CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford 01/09/10

68078U Gaelcholáiste Phort 
Láirge

Waterford 01/08/07

91509E Blackwater Commu-
nity School

Waterford 27/08/08

05916G* St Annes Ns Tyrrell-
spass

Westmeath 01/09/07

17025K The Downs NS Westmeath 01/09/07
17102C Cluain Buinne Westmeath 05/09/05
17327D** Curraghmore NS Westmeath 27/02/01
18505G St Clares NS Westmeath 01/09/01
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath 01/09/06
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath 01/07/08
20063M* Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath 11/12/06
20073P St Marys NS Westmeath 06/10/07
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath 01/09/06
20373E ABA School (Sap-

lings)
Westmeath 01/07/12

03633H Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Wexford 01/09/99

05070W* Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Wexford 27/08/07
08221J St Senans Primary Wexford 21/08/01
11986N* Mercy National 

School
Wexford 19/11/07

16409A* St Marys NS Wexford 01/09/07
16605A* Kilrane NS Wexford 17/08/07
16828U* Oylegate NS Wexford 01/09/06
17450C Poulfour NS Wexford 19/08/11
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17610V Scoil Baile Fada Wexford 01/09/08
17768K* Castletown NS Wexford 01/10/04
17800D* Bree NS Wexford 01/09/05
17841R* Scoil Mhuire Wexford 01/11/06
17913Q Our Lady of Fatima 

NS
Wexford 01/09/07

18280I St Josephs Boys 
Primary

Wexford 17/06/05

18336J Boolavogue NS Wexford 01/10/07
18558E* Piercestown NS Wexford 01/09/03
19240B** St. Patrick’s Special 

School
Wexford 01/07/06

19739N* Scoil Mhuire Wexford 01/09/03
20003R St Aidans Primary Wexford 08/10/05
20057R** GS Inis Córthaidh Wexford 01/09/05
20333P Wexford ETNS Wexford 28/10/10
63640R** CBS Wexford Wexford 01/10/07
68080H Meanscoil Gharman Wexford 01/01/08
01782O* SN Padraig Wicklow 01/09/07
11372B* Scoil Mhuire Realt 

Na Mara
Wicklow 01/09/06

12529N St Saviour’s NS Wicklow 31/10/07
13932A St Michaels GNS Wicklow 03/11/08
14398L* Glebe NS Wicklow 01/09/04
16573N* St Brigid’s NS Wicklow 01/09/06
16874E St Joseph’s GNS Wicklow 01/07/03
17181B St Joseph’s NS Wicklow 01/09/98
17826V* Na Coroine Mhuire 

Mixed
Wicklow 01/08/06

18365Q* Kilmacanogue NS Wicklow 01/09/07
18502A Talbotstown NS Wicklow 01/01/09
18962L St Ernan’s BNS Wicklow 01/09/06
19522L** St Catherine’s Spec 

School
Wicklow 01/12/01

19573F St Laurence’s NS Wicklow 01/10/09
19734D* St Francis’s NS Wicklow 01/08/06
20045K** Gaelscoil Chill 

Mhantain
Wicklow 01/09/05

20080M** GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow 01/09/98
20178G** Wicklow ETNS Wicklow 01/09/05
20242M Blessington ETNS Wicklow 01/01/09
20243O GS Na Lochanna Wicklow 01/07/10
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70740M** Arklow Community 
College

Wicklow 01/09/07

70790E Colaiste Bhride Wicklow 01/11/07
76106S Gaelcholaiste na 

Mara
Wicklow 01/09/07

17265H Rathdrum Boys NS Wicklow 01/05/06
20346B** Kilcoole Primary 

School 
Wicklow 01/09/12

*   Included in Prefab Replacement Programme

**  Included in 5 Year Programme

20/03/2013WRP00850Schools Building Projects Applications

20/03/2013WRP00900275. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will re-
view the decision not to grant funding in respect of emergency works for a school (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14024/13]

20/03/2013WRP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authorities 
of the school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application in January for funding under 
my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme to replace a flat roof and associated works at their 
school.  As the scope of works for which funding is sought is outside the terms of the scheme it 
cannot be considered for funding.  The management authority of the school has been informed 
of this decision.  The school authority has been advised to submit a scaled down application to 
address the immediate health and safety issues and as soon as this application is received it will 
be assessed and the school authorities notified of the outcome.

20/03/2013WRP01050Coastal Erosion

20/03/2013WRP01100276. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide the necessary funding to address coastal erosion at a location (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13989/13]

20/03/2013WRP01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The investigation and addressing of problems of coastal erosion is a matter for Kerry 
County Council in the first instance.  Following a review in 2011, the Office of Public Works 
published in early 2012 a revised funding application form together with detailed guidelines 
for coastal erosion projects under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection 
Scheme.  The OPW notified Kerry County Council of the need to resubmit any relevant appli-
cations under the new criteria.  No revised application in relation to Rossbeigh Beach has been 
received by the OPW to date.  It remains open to the Council to re-apply for funding under the 
Minor Works Scheme.  Any application received will be assessed under the revised eligibility 
criteria, which include a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard 
to the overall availability of funding.  The application form and related guidelines are available 
on the OPW website.  OPW has to date approved funding of €891,000 to Kerry County Council 
under the Minor Works Scheme.
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20/03/2013WRP01250Flexible Work Practices

20/03/2013WRP01300277. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his plans to abolish flexible working conditions for public servants as proposed in the draft pub-
lic service agreement; the way the abolition of such flexibility will result in cost savings for the 
State; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this will affect female participation in the 
public sector work force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14141/13]

20/03/2013WRP01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): Flexible 
Working Arrangements are not being abolished under the Labour Relation Commission (LRC) 
proposals.  Work-life balance arrangements in the public service will continue to be among the 
best available options provided by Irish employers, particularly when considered in tandem 
with annual leave and other provisions.  These arrangements underpin important social policy 
goals, in particular supporting the ongoing participation of parents and carers in the workplace.  
The Irish public service has a proud record of promoting these arrangements and the employee 
profile across the service reflects the strong efforts made over the last few decades to ensure that 
public servants’ employment terms allow them to balance their work and home commitments.  
A range of flexible working arrangements will continue to be available across the public service 
where they currently exist, including, flexitime, work sharing arrangements, the shorter work-
ing year scheme, career breaks, as well as all of the statutory entitlements such as parental leave 
and carer’s leave.  The LRC is proposing that two of these arrangements, namely flexi-time and 
work sharing, be amended as sustainable reform measures that will underpin the delivery of a 
more integrated, efficient and effective public service.

  Flexi-time: Public service organisations that currently have flexitime in place will con-
tinue to have flexi-time.  It will be available for existing staff and new entrants up to the grade 
of Higher Executive Officer and equivalent.  Everyone on flexi-time will continue, within cer-
tain limits, to be able to vary their arrival times, departure times and lunch breaks.  A change 
is proposed in the amount of flexi-leave that can be taken in a flexi period (4 weeks) - this will 
now be one day.  This still allows somebody on flexitime to avail of an additional 13 days flexi-
leave per year in addition to their annual leave entitlement and any other flexible working ar-
rangement that they may have.  Management grades at Assistant Principal and equivalent, who 
currently have access to flexi-time will continue to have access to these arrangements but will 
not have access to flexi-leave.

  Work Sharing: It is important to clarify that a worksharer is an employee who was re-
cruited to a full time position and has opted to reduce their hours to an agreed work sharing 
pattern.  Work sharing will still be available within the public service.  The proposals include a 
provision that will require everyone, with notable exceptions, to work a pattern of at least 50% 
of the full time hours.  It is important to note that only in the region of 2% of those currently 
work sharing in the Civil Service have a pattern of less than 50%.  In recognition of the valuable 
contribution made by carers to society, those in receipt of Carer’s Allowance will not be re-
quired to increase their hours above the 15 hour a week limit for payment of their allowance.  In 
support of our commitment to achieving the public service target of a 3% employment rate for 
people with disabilities, those with disabilities who have reached a reasonable accommodation 
with their employer to work less than 50% of full time hours will continue to be able to avail 
of these arrangements for as long as they are required.  It is necessary to revise flexi-time and 
work sharing arrangements to better reflect the current needs of public service organisations, 
in the context of falling numbers and changing demands for public services.  The operation of 
these arrangements must support the business of the organisation and the provision of services 
to the public.  The proposed changes are an attempt to balance the requirements of the business 
while enabling staff to balance work and personal life requirements.
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20/03/2013WRP01450Departmental Properties

20/03/2013WRP01500278. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
instruct the Chief State Solicitor’s Office to reply to a person (details supplied) regarding a 
property dispute as promised by his Department in a letter. [14207/13]

20/03/2013WRP01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I have brought 
the Deputy’s question to the attention of the Chief State Solicitor’s Office which informs me 
that it has now issued an interim letter and will be following up with a full response.

20/03/2013WRP01650Flexible Work Practices

20/03/2013WRP01700279. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to continue the incentivised career break for civil servants as introduced in the supple-
mentary Budget in 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13674/13]

20/03/2013WRP01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): There are cur-
rently no plans to reintroduce an incentivised career break scheme for civil servants.  The 
Special Civil Service Incentivised Career Break Scheme was introduced as a once-off measure 
that was included in the Supplementary Budget announced on 7 April, 2009.  In the order of 
606 civil servants applied for a career break under the incentivised scheme, of which some 526 
applications were approved.  A further 505 public servants made applications, of which some 
109 were approved.

20/03/2013WRP01850Revised Estimates Publication

20/03/2013WRP01900280. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date 
on which the Revised Estimates for 2013 will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13713/13]

20/03/2013WRP02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The revised 
estimates for all Government Departments will be published within the next number of weeks.  
As the Deputy is aware, the revised Croke Park proposals were recommended by the Labour 
Relations Commission on 25 February last.  The proposals contain many multifaceted measures 
and it takes time to fully disaggregate the impact on Departmental pay and pension allocations.  
In the interim, the Deputy will be aware that all Government Departments have legal author-
ity under the Central Fund (Permanent Provisions) Act 1965 to spend funds up to the value of 
four-fifths of the previous year’s allocation until the revised estimates have been approved.  The 
Revised Estimates Volume (REV) 2013 will provide additional details and information in rela-
tion to the allocations contained in the 2013 Estimates as published on 5 December 2012 in the 
“Expenditure Report 2013”.  Furthermore, the REV will set out key performance information 
regarding the outputs and impacts of Programme Expenditure and this will complement the 
financial data in the Estimates.

20/03/2013WRP02050Departmental Expenditure

20/03/2013WRP02100281. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of external consultants currently engaged by his Department; the cost of providing 
advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13729/13]
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20/03/2013WRP02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following is a list of the external consultants currently engaged by 
my Department, including the cost of providing advice to date:

  Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Consultant’s Name Cost  Comments
Davy Corporate Finance €284,437.50  Financial Consultancy
Richard Humphreys €90,109.80  Legal Consultancy 
Ciara Kennedy €24,980.00  Legal Consultancy
Accenture Management 
Consultants

€5,783,024 The fixed price contract is 
in place for the full project 
implementation to transition 
40 organisations by 2014, 
and not simply for the provi-
sion of advice

Deloitte & Touche €19,680 Provision of expert assis-
tance in relation to imple-
mentation of Public Service 
Reform initiatives

Deloitte & Touche - Provision of expert advice 
on Banking and Finance 
Management Shared Ser-
vices and to develop a busi-
ness case for Payroll Shared 
Services*

Information in respect of the external consultants currently engaged by the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) will be provided directly to the Deputy by the OPW.

* At this time the value of these contracts is commercially sensitive.  However when this in-
formation is no longer deemed as commercially sensitive, the Shared Services Transformation 
Unit will provide information on the value of the advices directly to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRP02250Croke Park Agreement Issues

20/03/2013WRP02300282. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will outline, in a tabular form, the number of clarifications issued or ancillary deals agreed since 
the completion of the Public Service Agreement talks on 25 February 2013; to whom they have 
been issued; the content of all such clarification notes or ancillary agreements issued and the 
potential extra cost of each clarification or any ancillary agreement since its completion; if these 
clarifications or ancillary arrangements have been agreed by the Labour Relations Commission; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13736/13]

20/03/2013WRP02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It is a com-
mon and longstanding feature of collective agreements that letters are issued to clarify points 
of understanding or agreement between sectoral management and unions.  It can be helpful to 
both sides to have a written statement setting out the understanding of both sides as to how the 
text will apply in particular contexts and in particular situations.  This is consistent with normal 
and longstanding industrial relations practice.
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A number of such letters clarifying aspects of the proposals for a draft Public Service Agree-
ment were issued to member unions of the Public Service Committee of the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions by the Labour Relations Commission (LRC) and by sectoral management as 
appropriate, in parallel with the main proposals published by the LRC.  In addition, my De-
partment has written to the Public Services Committee indicating my intentions concerning 
application of various measures to public service pensioners.  No agreements have been made, 
ancillary or otherwise, since the completion of the LRC facilitated process, and the publication 
of the LRC proposals, nor are any further negotiations under consideration.  The Government is 
satisfied that the LRC proposals will deliver the required €1bn savings in the pay and pensions 
bill over the lifetime of the Agreement.  Achievement of this saving will not be impacted on 
by commitments given in any of the letters of clarification that have issued to the parties which 
have been brought to my attention.

20/03/2013WRP02450Nursing Staff Remuneration

20/03/2013WRP02500283. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding nurses pay. [13804/13]

20/03/2013WRP02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer to my 
reply to Question Nos. 266 and 272 - 12607/13 and 13035/13 - of 12 March 2013.

20/03/2013WRP02650Public Service Reform Plan Measures

20/03/2013WRP02700284. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there 
has been a review carried out in the cost benefit to outsourcing public services; his views on 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13758/13]

20/03/2013WRP02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public 
Service Reform Plan sets out a commitment to evaluate alternative models for the delivery of 
non-core services in a more cost effective and flexible approach, with a focus on customer ser-
vice improvement.  In July 2012, the Government agreed a range of actions aimed at achieving 
a focused and integrated approach to external service delivery of non-core processes with the 
objective of reducing costs and focusing staff resources on priority areas.  A Commercial Deliv-
ery Manager was also appointed to drive this issue.  As part of this approach, the Government 
has decided that all proposed new services across the Public Service will be tested for external 
service delivery before any approval to provide the service internally will be granted.  External 
service delivery leads have been appointed in every Department and Sector and the Health, Jus-
tice and Local Government sectors are preparing external service delivery plans.  My Depart-
ment is also examining a number of potential cross-Departmental projects for external service 
delivery.

While my Department is overseeing the development and implementation of external ser-
vice delivery policy for the Public Service, the testing and ultimate decision with regard to the 
external delivery of any particular service is a matter for the individual public bodies concerned 
in each case.  It is envisaged that this will involve cost-benefit analysis, on a case-by-case 
basis.  To this end, my Department has produced and distributed a Preliminary Business Case 
Template to all Departments and Sectors.  All contracts offered for external service delivery 
will be subject to the normal rules governing public procurement, which require all services to 
be offered by competitive tender.  In addition, the proposals from the Labour Relations Com-
mission in respect of the Draft Public Service Agreement 2013-16 reaffirm the principles and 
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procedures in the Croke Park Agreement regarding outsourcing, which include a commitment 
to evaluate the existing in-house service, the outsourcing option and to compare both.

20/03/2013WRP02850Public Sector Staff Retirements

20/03/2013WRP02900285. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of anticipated retirements from the public and civil service in 2013 and 2014; and the 
likely cost of these retirements in both years. [13892/13]

20/03/2013WRP03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The data re-
quested by the Deputy is currently being prepared and will be published in the forthcoming 
Revised Estimates Volume (REV) for 2013.

20/03/2013WRP03050Coastal Erosion

20/03/2013WRP03100286. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
strategy the Office of Public Works has developed to combat the coastal erosion to Rossbeigh 
Beach, County Kerry; the funding available to carry out this strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13930/13]

20/03/2013WRP03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The investigation and addressing of problems of coastal erosion is a matter for Kerry 
County Council in the first instance.  Following a review in 2011, the Office of Public Works 
published in early 2012 a revised funding application form together with detailed guidelines 
for coastal erosion projects under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection 
Scheme.  The OPW notified Kerry County Council of the need to resubmit any relevant appli-
cations under the new criteria.  No revised application in relation to Rossbeigh Beach has been 
received by the OPW to date.

It remains open to the Council to re-apply for funding under the Minor Works Scheme.  Any 
application received will be assessed under the revised eligibility criteria, which include a re-
quirement that any measures are cost beneficial, and having regard to the overall availability of 
funding.  The application form and related guidelines are available on the OPW website.  OPW 
has to date approved funding of €891,000 to Kerry County Council under the Minor Works 
Scheme.

20/03/2013WRP03250Flood Relief Schemes

20/03/2013WRP03300287. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form further to Parliamentary Question No. 28 of January 2013, if he will provide an explana-
tion of what he means by capacity restrictions with the existing channel; if he is referring to the 
restriction at the bridge at Athleague and to the reduction of the two openings at the east end of 
bridge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13968/13]

20/03/2013WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The “capacity restrictions” within the existing channel mentioned in my reply of 23 
January 2013 to the Deputy refers to the water conveyance capacity of the River Suck channel 
up to Athleague from the River Shannon.  It does not allude in any way to the Athleague Bridge 
having a capacity restriction.  The backwater effect refers to the River Shannon water level that 
backs up towards Athleague beyond the point to which a diversion channel and the construction 
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of a weir at Tobervaddy would be beneficial in preventing the flooding of Athleague village, 
should an event such as the 2009 flood event occur in the future.  As stated in the same reply, 
the proposed works upstream of Athleague would not have alleviated this effect.

20/03/2013WRP03450Registered Employment Agreements

20/03/2013WRP03500288. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason the registered employment agreement is being challenged in the High Court; and if he 
will indicate the present status of the agreement. [14107/13]

20/03/2013WRP03600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): A High Court 
challenge to the validity of the Electrical Contracting Registered Employment Agreement 
(REA), as well as the constitutionality of the 1946 Act, was successfully defended in 2010 by 
the State but is under appeal to the Supreme Court.  The appeal was heard on 18 December 2012 
when judgment was reserved.  In addition, there are a number of pending High Court challenges 
to the current Electrical and Construction REAs, all of which challenge the constitutionality of 
provisions in the 1946 and 1990 Industrial Relations Acts underpinning the REA system.  Un-
less and until such time as the Courts rule otherwise, the terms and conditions of employment 
contained in all Registered Employment Agreements remain in place and continue to be legally 
binding.

I am very aware that current economic circumstances are having a particular effect on areas 
such as electrical contracting and construction, and other sectors that are covered by the statu-
tory wage setting systems (REAs and EROs).  With this in mind, I have been determined to 
reform these systems to help businesses in struggling sectors to survive, and to protect existing 
jobs and help business to create new ones.  To this end, a new legal framework for REAs and 
EROs has been put in place with effect from 1 August 2012, following the enactment of the In-
dustrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2012.  The measures contained in the Act make significant 
provisions for all future registrations, variations and cancellations of REAs and will transform 
the REA and JLC systems and make them fit for purpose.

20/03/2013WRQ00150Credit Guarantee Scheme Implementation

20/03/2013WRQ00200289. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of take up to date on the loan guarantee scheme as announced by the Government; the 
sectors of industry that have benefitted; the average size of loans approved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14170/13]

20/03/2013WRQ00300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  The Credit 
Guarantee Scheme (CGS) began operations on 24th October 2012 and as of the 31st   December 
2012 six CGS facilities were approved.  €582,000 of lending was approved with the average 
loan of €97,000.  It is expected that 33 new jobs will be created and 5 jobs will be maintained as 
a result of the guaranteed lending. Two CGS facilities were granted in each of the following in-
dustry sectors, business & administrative, manufacturing and wholesale/retail trade and repairs.

Quarterly progress reports will be published on my Department’s website www.enterprise.
gov.ie.  The progress report detailing the analysis and performance of the CGS for the quarterly 
period ending 31st December 2012 is now available on my Department’s website.  The progress 
report for quarter 1 of 2013 is due to be published in mid-April.
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20/03/2013WRQ00350Redundancy Payments

20/03/2013WRQ00400290. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation his views 
on the industrial dispute between a company (details supplied) in County Kerry and seven 
employees, members of SIPTU, whereby the employees are informed by the company that 
they are to be made redundant, the company refuses to engage with them, their union and the 
Labour Relations Commission over the terms of the redundancy and explore the possibility of 
saving some of the jobs and furthermore the company has threatened the workers with instant 
dismissal with no redundancy payment if they exercise their legal right to engage in strike ac-
tion as a result of the company’s approach. [14178/13]

20/03/2013WRQ00500292. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that workers were threatened with immediate dismissal and 
non-payment of redundancy entitlements if they chose to exercise their right to take industrial 
action (details supplied). [13877/13]

20/03/2013WRQ00600293. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the threat of dismissal of workers en-
gaging in industrial action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13905/13]

20/03/2013WRQ00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton):  I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 290, 292 and 293 together.

I understand that the dispute arose following a decision by the company to restructure its 
operations in Ireland, resulting in the closure of its office in Tralee with the loss of eight jobs.

I understand also that the workers have been trying to negotiate terms with the company, 
including in relation to the retention of two home-based positions in Tralee.

The company has said that all employees based in Tralee were offered relocation to Dublin, 
the company’s only other office in Ireland and that the possibilities of home working for two 
employees to support the company’s operations in the UK and Europe were also explored. The 
company has also said that when staff were not prepared to accept alternatives, including an 
offer of enhanced health insurance cover for those staff who would not be retained,  it arranged 
for a third party consultant to meet with them and give them support with CV writing and in-
terview techniques.

I have been advised that the Labour Relations Commission has been in touch with both par-
ties offering assistance. In this context, I understand that the parties have agreed to meet under 
the auspices of the Labour Relations Commission at an early date.

I very much welcome this development and I would urge both parties to engage construc-
tively in the process.  In my opinion, engagement with the State’s industrial relations machinery 
offers the best way whereby the parties involved in this dispute can hope to resolve their dif-
ferences.

20/03/2013WRQ00750Export Controls

20/03/2013WRQ00800291. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the mea-
sures he has in place to ensure that components for weapons manufactured here do not get used 
in weapons manufactured in countries where EU arms exports bans apply, for example, in the 
case of components manufactured by a company (details supplied) in County Kerry which were 
found in an Iranian drone which landed in Sudan, both of which countries are subject to an EU 
arms export ban. [14206/13]
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20/03/2013WRQ00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Depart-
ment is responsible for issuing licenses, for exports of Dual Use items outside the EU, and 
certain military products both within and outside of the EU, in accordance with EU-wide export 
control regulations.

My Department is also responsible for implementing EU trade related sanctions and embar-
goes. Ireland fully subscribes to its international obligations in this regard. 

From an export control perspective, my Department monitors trade flows to embargoed and 
sanctioned countries in close co-operation with Revenue’s Customs Service.

This co-operation with Customs is an essential aspect of the effective implementation of 
our export control regime and especially in connection with exports of controlled technology to 
sanctioned or embargoed countries. 

In addition, prior to issuing any export licence for goods intended for a country where there 
is civil or military unrest, my Department consults with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. It is important that the export of sensitive technology is properly controlled and the 
licensing procedures operated by my Department take into account Irish foreign policy consid-
erations, the EU Common Position on Military Exports, international sanctions policies, as well 
as obligations stemming from Ireland’s membership of the international export control regimes.

As part of the licensing process my Department requires extensive information from com-
panies including detailed information in respect of the end-use and the end-user of the product 
to ensure the ultimate use of a licensed export conforms with national and international law. 

Furthermore, as part of wider outreach activities, my Department recently met with the 
industrial development agencies so that their officials who advise client companies on export 
opportunities can inform these companies of their responsibilities in relation to export controls 
and embargoes. 

In relation to the specific instance raised by the Deputy, I am satisfied that the product in-
volved was not an item covered by the EU’s military list.

I can assure the Deputy that the security, regional stability and human rights concerns which 
underpin export controls are of paramount importance to my Department. My Department takes 
its responsibilities in this regard very seriously.

Questions Nos. 292 and 293 answered with Question No. 290.

20/03/2013WRQ01050Farm Assist Scheme Appeals

20/03/2013WRQ01100294. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
garding a farm assist appeal application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [13945/13]

20/03/2013WRQ01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
15th March 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.
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Questions Nos. 295 to 298, inclusive, withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRQ01350Social Welfare Benefits Applications

20/03/2013WRQ01400299. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when 
jobseeker’s benefit will be reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare 
who is currently on Stamp 4 on foot of a pending work permit application; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14154/13]

20/03/2013WRQ01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned should pres-
ent himself to the Social Welfare Local Office, Eyre Street, Newbridge with his current GNIB 
card to re-apply for jobseeker’s benefit.

20/03/2013WRQ01550Disability Allowance Appeals

20/03/2013WRQ01600300. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 [14174/13]

20/03/2013WRQ01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned incurred a 
disability allowance overpayment of €42,673.80 over the period 2 January 2002 to 3 September 
2007. She has been repaying this debt by agreed weekly deductions of €30.00 from her one-
parent family payment. To date, a total of €8,035 has been repaid.

Article 245(i) of S.I. 142 of 2007 provides for withholding of all or part of any benefit or 
assistance arrears due to a person, as a method of recovering or part-recovering an outstanding 
overpayment liability. Arrears can be withheld without the agreement of the person concerned, 
but in all cases, a notification of the intention to withhold arrears is issued and the person con-
cerned is offered the opportunity to give their views on the proposal, within 21 days. 

The person concerned applied for domiciliary care allowance in April 2012. Her application 
was initially disallowed, but granted, on appeal, in February 2013. It is proposed that the arrears 
of this payment due to her for the period May 2012 to March 2013 be retained and offset against 
her overpayment debt. This would leave an outstanding balance of €31,254.80 for repayment 
by on-going weekly deduction.

The person concerned was notified by letter on 13 March 2013 of the proposal to retain the 
arrears as outlined, and subsequently contacted the Department by phone to discuss this. She 
was advised that in order to give this matter full consideration, she should write to the Depart-
ment, giving details of her financial circumstances and her envisaged costs in adapting her 
home for her child’s needs. 

This information has just been received by the Department (on 19th   March) and, conse-
quently, her case is being reviewed and she will be notified of the outcome without delay.

20/03/2013WRQ01750Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

20/03/2013WRQ01800301. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the correct status 
and eligibility for payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14177/13]
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20/03/2013WRQ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In order to determine if a person 
has an entitlement to a jobseeker’s payment an application form must be completed.  Accord-
ing to the records of this Department, the person concerned has not recently applied for a job-
seeker’s payment.

Question No. 302 withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRQ02150Community Employment Schemes Review

20/03/2013WRQ02200303. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if he will provide de-
tails of the proposed new community employment scheme for workers in the childcare sector 
and the proposed budget for this initiative. [14229/13]

20/03/2013WRQ02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department of Social Protec-
tion is improving the provision of training and work experience for CE participants on Com-
munity Employment overall.  Recent developments have focused on CE schemes involved in 
supporting community child-care services and on CE participants who wish to pursue a career 
in child-care while on CE. These developments reflect the findings of a number of recent re-
views - the “CE Financial Review of Schemes” (2012) and the “Review of Department of So-
cial Protection Employment Support Schemes” (2012). In response, the Department is planning 
a number of improvements which will provide a clear career progression path and a structure 
for CE participants in Early Years Services.

These improvements will provide a more tailored and valuable support to the provision of 
community child-care and achieve greater coherence between CE participation and the job mar-
ket.  The Department has engaged with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DYCA) 
regarding the qualification requirements and progression path for CE participants.

In addition to engagement with the DCYA, there has been consultation with the representa-
tives of the Child-care Sector including County Childcare Committees, and schemes currently 
involved in child-care provision.

As the programme is in the early stages of design, it is too early to provide a definitive bud-
get statement. However, the current arrangements for allocation of the CE budget will apply to 
this initiative.

Question No. 304 withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRQ02550Fuel Allowance Eligibility

20/03/2013WRQ02600305. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are any cir-
cumstances under which the fuel allowance can be retained on medical grounds beyond the 
current qualifying period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13669/13]

20/03/2013WRQ02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): In 2013 my Department will spend 
an estimated €211 million on the fuel allowance scheme providing some 410,000 customers 
with an additional €20 per week paid in addition to their social welfare payment for 26 weeks.  
In addition, an estimated €284 million will be spent on the household benefits scheme, provid-
ing some 410,000 customers with a package worth almost €700 per year.  This scheme incorpo-
rates the electricity and gas allowances, the telephone allowance and the free television licence.

The aim of the fuel allowance scheme is to provide additional support for those on long-
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term welfare payments during the winter season.  The duration of the fuel allowance is for 26 
weeks or  half of the year and covers the coldest months from October to April. The allowance 
is not paid beyond 26 weeks in any circumstances. The household benefits package is paid all 
year round.

While there is no provision to extend the fuel allowance beyond the qualifying period, under 
my Department’s supplementary welfare allowance scheme, a special heating supplement may 
be paid to assist people who have special heating needs.  A person may qualify for a heating 
supplement, if they can show that they have extra heating needs because of their age, medical 
condition or disability, are living alone or only with a dependent adult or dependent children  
and satisfy a means test.  Approximately 3,200 people are currently in receipt of this supple-
ment.

In addition, exceptional needs payments (ENP) may be made to help meet an essential, 
once-off cost which an applicant is unable to meet out of his or her own resources. There is no 
automatic entitlement to this payment.  Each application is decided on the particular circum-
stances of the case.  The provision for exceptional needs payments in 2013 is €47.6 million, 
with an additional €11.4 million for supplements.

20/03/2013WRQ02750Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

20/03/2013WRQ02800306. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
eligibility for community employment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13686/13]

20/03/2013WRQ02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Community Employment 
Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to provide eligible long-term unem-
ployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to engage in useful work 
within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

The person concerned has been a participant in the Blanchardstown Centre for the Unem-
ployed Community Employment Scheme from 19th September 2011 to the present date, and 
has a current contract to engage as a participant in the scheme until 14th June 2013.  Previously 
she was a participant on the City Centre Voluntary Groups Community Employment Scheme 
from 4th July 2011 until 16th   September 2011.

20/03/2013WRR00150National Internship Scheme Placements

20/03/2013WRR00200307. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection if any provision ex-
ists for a person whose internship under JobBridge has ceased, due to the failure of the employ-
er to offer the training agreed, to be treated as a new applicant for the scheme (details supplied)

; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13714/13]

20/03/2013WRR00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I wish to advise that the Depart-
ment has stringent measures in place to regularly monitor internships and to investigate alleged 
abuse of the Scheme.  The Department takes very seriously any allegations of failure to comply 
with the conditions of the Scheme.  It is open to any individual to alert the Department to poten-
tial abuse of the Scheme but it is important that they do so in a way that allows the Department 
to identify the individual intern and host organisation in question.  Clear and simple complaints 
procedures are in place and well-publicised.  I can assure the Deputy that all complaints notified 
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to the Department are investigated. 

I am unable to address the specific case that the Deputy raises without further information.  
If the Deputy can identify the individual and the host organisation to my office I will have the 
matter fully investigated. 

20/03/2013WRR00350Proposed Legislation

20/03/2013WRR00400308. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on a submission 
(details supplied) regarding transgender rights; when legislation will be prepared in regard to 
its content; if there is a time limit on the decision of the High Court when it made its decision in 
regard to this matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13731/13]

20/03/2013WRR00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Gender Recognition Advisory 
Group (GRAG) was established in 2010 to advise the Government on the legislation required to 
give legal recognition to the acquired gender of transgender persons.  The Report of the Group, 
which recommends a scheme for the legal recognition of transgender persons, was approved by 
the Government on 12 July 2011, and was subsequently published on 14 July 2011.

Since the publication of the Report, the Department has been working on developing draft 
Heads of a Gender Recognition Bill.  In this context, it has engaged in discussions with the rel-
evant medical health professionals and with representatives from interested NGOs.

Given the legal complexities involved in relation to some of the GRAG recommendations 
relating to the marital and civil partnership status of individuals, in March 2012 my Department 
sought advice from the Office of the Attorney General, which in turn sought the legal opinion 
of external counsel on these issues.

The formal opinion of the Attorney General was received in the Department in December 
2012 and is currently under consideration by officials in my Department with a view to pro-
gressing the draft Heads of the Bill. 

In addition, discussions are taking place with the Department of Justice and Equality in 
relation to potential changes to legislation under its remit which may be contained in the draft 
Heads of the Bill. 

Given the sensitive and complex nature of the issues involved, it is my intention to ask 
the Oireachtas Committee on Jobs, Social Protection and Education to discuss the provisional 
draft Heads of Bill once they are completed. It is therefore not possible to be definitive at this 
stage about when I will be in a position to introduce legislation to give legal recognition to the 
acquired gender of transgender persons.  When the Oireachtas Committee has discussed the 
provisional draft Heads of Bill I will be in a better position to give a timeframe for the introduc-
tion of the legislation.

There was no reference to a time frame or a time limit in the High Court judgment with 
regard for the implementation of the court’s findings.

20/03/2013WRR00525Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

20/03/2013WRR00600309. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) who is unemployed, has signed for credits for over 12 months cannot avail of 
any schemes. [13799/13]
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20/03/2013WRR00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of Tús is to focus on 
those people who are long-term unemployed.  For this reason, eligibility is at present confined 
to those on the Live Register for 12 months and in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance.  These 
provisions are to ensure a targeted approach to those currently affected by long-term unemploy-
ment.

Eligible persons are being identified by the Department by applying the following condi-
tions:

- A person must be unemployed and in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment for at least 12 
months, 

- Currently be in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, and

- Be fully unemployed.

The criteria for participating on the community employment (CE) programme are similarly 
based on age and length of time in receipt of specified social welfare payments. 

Persons signing for credits are not eligible for participation on Tús or CE.  They do, how-
ever, have access to the National Internship Scheme, subject to meeting the criteria for that 
scheme.

20/03/2013WRR00750Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/03/2013WRR00800310. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Limerick; when a decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13801/13]

20/03/2013WRR00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 28th   
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  When received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/03/2013WRR00950Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

20/03/2013WRR01000311. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in Dublin 12 will receive jobseeker’s allowance; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [13805/13]

20/03/2013WRR01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made a 
claim to jobseeker’s assistance on 14th December 2012.  It was not possible to make a decision 
on his application based on the information received, and, accordingly, he was requested to 
provide additional documentation in support of his claim.  Upon receipt of this documentation 
his claim will be processed.
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20/03/2013WRR01150Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

20/03/2013WRR01200312. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the total amount 
of job-seeker’s allowance issued to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in respect 
of their recent claim which is now closed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[13833/13]

20/03/2013WRR01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was paid a 
total of €100 on his recent jobseeker’s allowance claim.  Arrears were withheld as he failed to 
attend the social welfare local office to explain why he did not collect a number of basic supple-
mentary welfare payments while awaiting a decision on his jobseeker’s allowance.   

20/03/2013WRR01325Social Welfare Fraud

20/03/2013WRR01400313. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of social 
welfare inspectors carrying out investigations in each region in 2010, 2011 and 2012; if she will 
outline the resources allocated to the inspection of welfare fraud in 2010, 2011 and 2012; the 
number of fraudulent claims that have been identified per inspector during each of these years; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13751/13]

20/03/2013WRR01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Control is an integral part of the 
day-to-day operations of the Department and all staff involved in the administration of the vari-
ous social welfare schemes are acutely aware of the need to implement appropriate controls at 
every stage of the process.  

Control staffing resources have remained fairly constant over the period 2010 – 2012 and, 
currently, there are in the region of 650 staff whose work includes control activities.  This figure 
includes approximately 400 Social Welfare and Special Investigation Unit Inspectors and the 
remainder of the staff are based in the Local Offices and Scheme Headquarters or other control 
units.

One of the major changes that has occurred over the period referred to by the Deputy arises 
from the transfer of some 1,700 Community Welfare Service (CWS) and FÁS staff to the De-
partment.  A more integrated approach to fraud control can, therefore, now be realised as a 
single customer view for control purposes is possible.  The staff numbers above do not include 
the CWS or FÁS staff whose work would also include a control dimension.

Each major headquarter scheme section has a dedicated control unit which initiates, under-
takes and co-ordinates all control activities within their respective areas.  While some ‘desk 
review’ work is carried out at these units, the detailed investigations are sent to Inspectors, 
including the Special Investigation Unit (SIU) to carry out.

The SIU carry out a wide range of control activities and projects which include reviewing 
means-tested claims and entitlements, investigating fraud and abuse and carrying out employer 
inspections.  The Unit also works jointly with Revenue staff in Joint Investigation Units and 
other inter-agency work is undertaken with NERA, Customs and the Gardaí.    

In addition, it is worth noting that: 

- Activation and Control Teams operate at local level.  They provide a focal point for the 
management and co-ordination of all the activities and resources in relation to the control of 
schemes at local level.  They augment general control activity with particular approaches based 
on local knowledge and circumstances; and   
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- Medical Assessors carry out medical review examinations and desk reviews/assessments 
of medical reports in order to provide a second medical opinion for the guidance of Deciding 
and Appeals Officers on all medical aspects of the illness schemes.

The table below illustrates the level of control activity and control related reviews that were 
recorded by the Department from 2010 to 2012: 

- Control Reviews
2010 929,383
2011 982,580
2012 1,196,180

Control reviews are proactive reviews on claims in payment.  It is important to stress that 
not all of these will have been carried out by Inspectors.  As outlined above, control activity is 
carried out in a number of ways by different staff and teams.  

Finally, it should be noted that Social Welfare Inspectors are appointed under the Social 
Welfare Acts to investigate and report on claims and to carry out inspections at employer prem-
ises to ensure that there is compliance with the PRSI scheme.  An Inspector’s report is then used 
to inform the Deciding Officer, who is also appointed under the Social Welfare Acts to make 
decisions on claims based on all the facts and evidence available.  Therefore, the breakdown 
of the number of fraudulent claims that have been identified per inspector during each of these 
years is not available.

20/03/2013WRR01525Social Welfare Fraud

20/03/2013WRR01600314. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline the 
State agencies that provide information or assistance to her Department in the investigation of 
social welfare fraud; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13752/13]

20/03/2013WRR01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department exchanges in-
formation with other Government Departments and agencies for the purpose of the control of 
schemes.  My Department has an extensive legal structure to support the sharing of data for the 
purpose of controlling the entitlement and payment of benefits.  These provisions are contained 
in section 261 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005.  

The Department undertakes a number of data matches with other Government Departments 
and agencies on a systematic basis, including the following:

- Revenue Commissioners;

- Irish Prison Service;

- Department of Education and Skills (Third Level Institutions);

- General Register Office (GRO);

- Commission on Taxi Regulation;

- Department of Work & Pensions UK; 

- Health Services Executive; and 
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- Probate Office

Other matches which have been undertaken include:

- Personal Injuries Assessment Board;

- Private Residential Tenancies Board; 

- The Private Security Authority; and 

-The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  

In addition, the Department’s Special Investigation Unit also conducts a wide range of con-
trol activities and projects to investigate social welfare fraud and abuse, some of which are car-
ried out jointly with the Revenue Commissioner and with the National Employment and Rights 
Authority.  This Unit also participates in operations with other agencies, including the Gardaí, 
Traffic Corps and the Taxi Regulator.  

Data matching with other Government Department and Agencies is viewed as an efficient 
and effective mechanism to target control related activity.  It is an important preventative and 
detection control measure and the Department continues to explore new data sources in this 
context. 

20/03/2013WRR01725Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

20/03/2013WRR01800315. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline con-
sequences for medical professionals who are found to be providing false information to her 
Department in relation to disability or illness benefit claims; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [13753/13]

20/03/2013WRR01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): GPs and Hospital Doctors who 
have successfully registered with the Department are authorised to issue medical certs to cus-
tomers who present themselves as unfit for work.  They also complete medical reports for cus-
tomers for the various illness and disability related schemes, as required.  In the case of Illness 
Benefit, the Department initially accepts the GP’s opinion regarding medical eligibility for the 
scheme.  However, as part of the review process the Medical Assessors carry out desk assess-
ments of medical evidence/reports supplied by the medical professional and where required, 
conduct in person assessments in order to provide a second medical opinion to that of the 
certifying doctor for the guidance of Deciding and Appeals Officers.  The Medical Assessors 
employ evidence based medical protocols in completing their medical assessments of clients. 
These protocols provide comprehensive guidelines on a wide range of medical conditions/dis-
orders.  When conducting an assessment, the Medical Assessor does not dispute the existence 
of the certified cause of incapacity but rather s/he assesses the degree to which the loss of func-
tion in work-related activities resulting from the disease or injury affects the person’s ability to 
perform either their own job or alternative types of work.  Therefore when a Medical Assessor 
presents a medical opinion that a customer is not eligible for a scheme, this does not necessarily 
mean that he is contradicting the medical report completed by the GP for the customer or that 
there is any suggestion of falsification of information by the GP. 

Any instances of irregular certification that come to light pertaining to the issue of Social 
Welfare Medical Certificates or completion of medical reports are investigated by this Depart-
ment. Following investigation, irregular certification action may have consequences which in-
clude the imposition of monetary penalties, termination of the Certifier’s agreement, or referral 
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to the Medical Council or relevant body.

20/03/2013WRR01950Social Welfare Code Issues

20/03/2013WRR02000316. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is the require-
ment for a review of social welfare payments to families who are living in poverty to protect the 
misuse of payments for drug or alcohol abuse at the expense of children or spouses; if there is a 
method by which teachers and persons can report suspected misuse of payments to her Depart-
ment for action to be taken; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13754/13]

20/03/2013WRR02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The objective of the social protec-
tion system is to promote active participation in society through the provision of income sup-
ports, employment services and other services.  It does this in order to attain better outcomes in 
tackling poverty for children and families, people of working age and older people.

The Department does not control how benefits are actually spent.  It is a matter for each indi-
vidual customer to use their income support as they see fit having regard to their specific needs.

If a claimant has a particular difficulty with drugs or alcohol it is open to the claimant or 
their adult dependant to apply for separate payments. 

Any person who becomes aware of suspected abuse or neglect should immediately report it 
to the HSE Children and Family Services’ Social Work Service.

20/03/2013WRR02150National Internship Scheme Numbers

20/03/2013WRR02200317. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review has taken 
place of the success of the JobBridge scheme since its introduction; the employment success 
rate for individuals who have completed their scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [13756/13]

20/03/2013WRR02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The JobBridge Scheme has made 
significant progress since it came into operation.  15,615 internships have commenced as at 
14th March 2013 with 5,939 participants on an internship and 2,377 internship opportunities 
advertised on www.jobbridge.ie  as of that date. 

The recent interim independent evaluation of the Scheme conducted by Indecon Indepen-
dent Economic Consultants found that 61% of individuals who have participated in JobBridge 
have progressed into employment within five months of completing their internship placements.  
This high level of progression suggests JobBridge is an appropriate labour market intervention 
which has achieved very significant progress in a short period of time

The final evaluation report is currently being compiled by Indecon and it is anticipated that 
it will be published in the coming weeks.  It will include further information on progression 
outcomes and include recommendations on how the terms and conditions of the Scheme might 
be improved or expanded to improve these outcomes still further.

20/03/2013WRR02350Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

20/03/2013WRR02400318. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will advise of the 
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success of the partial capacity benefit scheme; the number of persons who have accessed the 
benefit; the number of persons who have returned to the workplace as a result; the savings it has 
made to the Exchequer since its establishment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[13757/13]

20/03/2013WRR02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Partial capacity benefit (PCB), 
which I introduced in February 2012, provides an opportunity for people with disabilities, to 
avail of employment opportunities while continuing to receive an income support payment 
from the Department.

The scheme is designed to facilitate greater levels of participation by people with disabili-
ties in the open labour market – to date nearly 1,100 people have been awarded PCB - and I 
am satisfied that as the scheme continues to develop, it will make a positive contribution to the 
personal wellbeing of those participating, while the Exchequer will also benefit through the 
payment of income tax and social insurance.

I can assure the Deputy that the Department will continue to keep the scheme under review.

20/03/2013WRR02550Departmental Working Groups

20/03/2013WRR02600319. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of meet-
ings of the Interdepartmental Working and Retirement Group that have taken place since Febru-
ary 2011; and the agenda for each of those meetings. [13878/13]

20/03/2013WRR02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): This interdepartmental Working 
and Retirement Group was initiated to consider cross departmental policy issues that may sup-
port longer working and thereby improve the sustainability and adequacy of pensions systems.  

The sustainability of the pension system is a particular concern because of the demographic 
challenges Ireland faces, the associated increases in pension and other age related costs, and the 
deterioration in the public finances.  The population share of those aged 65 and over is expected 
to more than double between now and 2051, from 11% to approximately 23% in 2050.  In con-
trast, the working age to pensioner ratio is projected to decline gradually from 5.3 /1 to 2.1/1.  

This has obvious and significant implications in relation to the future costs of State pen-
sion provision.  The fundamental principle involved here is that people need to participate in 
the workforce for longer and they need to contribute more towards their pensions if they are to 
achieve the income they expect or would like to have in retirement.  

The interdepartmental group, which was established in August 2012 is chaired by the Depart-
ment of Social Protection, includes representatives from the Department of Social Protection, 
the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Justice and Equality, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Pensions Board.  Further engagement 
has also been undertaken with the Department of Education and Skills and the Department of 
Health and Children. 

The group has met on four occasions which included a ‘Forum on Working and Retirement’ 
held in Croke Park on 12th Dec last.  The purpose of this forum was to obtain views from 
representative bodies and stakeholders and identify the wide ranging issues linked to working 
and retirement prior to the development of any possible policy proposals.  Attendees included 
employer and employee representative groups, older people’s representative groups, represen-
tatives from the pensions industry, academic commenters and representatives from the legal 
profession.
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The agenda for the group’s meetings has included consideration of the broad range of issues 
impacting on the labour market participation of older workers; enterprise issues, employment 
and equality law issues; and proposals regarding deferral of the state pension and consideration 
of occupational pension issues. 

It is expected that the Group will prepare preliminary proposals detailing measures which 
may encourage participation and retention in the labour market of older workers and present 
proposals to Government in the near future.   

20/03/2013WRR02750Social Welfare Benefits Applications

20/03/2013WRR02800320. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an applica-
tion for a diet supplement in respect of a child (details supplied) in Dublin 9 was refused: if she 
will have this application reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13880/13]

20/03/2013WRR02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There is a range of prescribed diets 
for persons with a medical condition.  The person concerned does not qualify for a diet supple-
ment payment for her child because diabetes is not covered on the list of prescribed diets that 
qualify for a diet supplement. 

20/03/2013WRR02950Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

20/03/2013WRR03000321. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an appeal for jobseeker’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Meath; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13918/13]

20/03/2013WRR03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that a Jobseeker’s Allowance appeal by the person concerned was registered 
in that office on 28th January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that 
the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the 
grounds of appeal be sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
on 4th March 2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a sum-
mary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold 
an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/03/2013WRR03150Social Insurance Issues

20/03/2013WRR03200322. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will set out 
the full extent of PAYE and or self employed contributions paid and or credited in the case of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[13921/13]

20/03/2013WRR03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A statement of the contributions 
paid and credited, as shown in the records of my Department, has issued to the person con-
cerned.
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20/03/2013WRR03350Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/03/2013WRR03400323. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding an appeal for invalidity pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; when the appeal will be concluded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[13909/13]

20/03/2013WRR03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
31st January 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.  

 Question No. 324 withdrawn.
    

              Question No. 325 withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRS00350Rent Supplement Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRS00400326. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will 
review the policy of not allowing rent allowance to a person (details supplied) who owns a 
house, even if that house has been condemned as unfit for habitation; if she will look into the 
particulars of this situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13980/13]

20/03/2013WRS00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): According to the records of the 
Department, the person concerned has not made an application for Rent Supplement.  He may 
make an application for Rent Supplement by calling to his local Community Welfare Services 
Office and completing the necessary forms. A decision on any application lodged will be made 
as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 327 and 328 withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRS00650Disability Allowance Applications

20/03/2013WRS00700329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress to 
date in respect of an application for disability allowance in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; when payment will issue; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14353/13]

20/03/2013WRS00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
disability allowance on 1 August 2012. The application, based upon the evidence submitted, 
was refused on medical grounds and the person was notified in writing of this decision on 13 
September 2012.

The person subsequently appealed this decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals 
Office and submitted further evidence in support of their appeal.

In light of the further evidence supplied, a deciding officer has reviewed the original deci-
sion and decided that the person is medically suitable for disability allowance.  A means test 
is now being completed and the person in question will be notified in writing as soon as a full 
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decision is made.   The appeal in this case has been withdrawn as the matter under appeal has 
been revised in the applicant’s favour by a deciding officer.

20/03/2013WRS00850Cultural Property

20/03/2013WRS00900330. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if, 
having regard to the importance of our built heritage, he is concerned at the degradation of the 
national stock of thatched houses; if his Department is monitoring the condition of this housing 
stock; if he can indicate a trend in terms of such houses falling into dereliction; if statistics in 
relation to the number and distribution of such houses are maintained by his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14210/13]

20/03/2013WRS01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Part IV of the 
Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended, provides for the protection of architectural 
heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to identify and protect ar-
chitectural heritage, including thatched buildings, by including them on the Record of Protected 
Structures. Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners 
and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with 
development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future. 

My Department does not maintain a record of the number and distribution of habitable 
thatched units. However, it is the practice of my Department, when undertaking county surveys 
for the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH), to accord a ‘regional’ rating to 
thatched structures where the roof is intact. Structures rated ‘regional’ or higher are subse-
quently recommended by me, as Minister, to a planning authority, under section 53 of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000, for inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures. Informa-
tion on such thatch buildings recorded by the NIAH is available on my Department’s website 
at www.buildingsofireland.ie.

In addition, as part of an Architectural Advice Series, my Department plans to publish an 
advice book on thatching in 2013, which will include practical advice and guidance on aspects 
of conserving and restoring thatched structures. The nine previously published booklets in the 
Series cover areas such as roof and energy efficiency for traditionally built buildings. The full 
series is available on my Department’s website.

The nature of thatch is such that it requires regular maintenance and more frequent renewal 
in comparison with other types of roofing. However, some of the costs involved in maintaining 
thatched properties can be attributed to the use of an incorrect material, issues with the style of 
thatching and material used, and severe weather conditions. There are some funding streams 
which, subject to the availability of resources, may assist owners of thatched houses in repairing 

or maintaining their thatched roofs, including 

- my Department’s Structures at Risk   Fund, - the Traditional Farm Buildings Grant Scheme, which is managed by the Heritage Council 

Heritage for REPS 4 participants, and 

- a grant scheme for the renewal or repair of thatched roofs administered by the Department of 

Environment, Community and Local Government.
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20/03/2013WRS01050Cultural Policy

20/03/2013WRS01100331. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
views on a submission (details supplied) [14124/13]

20/03/2013WRS01200Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Deputy 
will appreciate that the bulk of the material in the submission referred to in his Question is not 
relevant to my area of responsibility and I will not be referring to those matters in my reply.

In relations to the arts, which does come within my area of responsibility, there is a range 
of ways in which my Department and relevant bodies within its remit are seeking to support 
arts, cultural and heritage initiatives, in conjunction with local groups and communities.  These 
include:

- cultural tourism initiatives such as the St Patrick’s celebrations, Music Day and Culture 
Night;

- the extensive support provided by the Arts Council for festivals and other arts and cultural 
events across the county; 

- the range of activities organised by the National Cultural Institutions and other cultural 
venues supported by my Department;

- the Philanthropy Leverage Initiative, funded by my Department, which is designed to en-
courage philanthropic sponsorship and endowment funding of the arts from private sources, as 
well as the Arts Council funded Philanthropy Capacity Building Initiative; 

- the many cultural and heritage events being held under the auspices of both The Gathering   
and our EU Presidency Cultural Programme;

- a number of web-based projects being developed by my Department to promote greater 
appreciation and understanding of Ireland’s heritage as a valuable amenity for residents and 
visitors alike;

- specific heritage-led projects such as the Historic Towns and Walled Towns Initiatives; and 

- other collaborative work with bodies and groups such as the Heritage Council, the Irish 
Heritage Trust, Fáilte Ireland, and LEADER Groups.

Within the current economic constraints, investment in the arts, heritage, culture and cre-
ative sectors is more important than ever, having regard to the employment intensity of these 
sectors. While I know that the Deputy appreciates the funding difficulties facing all Depart-
ments at this time, I can assure him that I remain committed to securing the best possible level 
of funding for these sectors. The specific allocations to be made over the next few years will, of 
course, be dependent on the budgetary and estimates cycles in each of those years.

20/03/2013WRS01250Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Relocation Options

20/03/2013WRS01300332. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will identify the bogs that have been finalised for relocation of turf cutters in County Kildare; 
and if he will identify the list of the further 30 raised bogs that have been identified as potential 
relocation sites nationwide. [14130/13]
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20/03/2013WRS01400333. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he 
will confirm that turf cutters on the Mouds and Ballynafagh bogs in County Kildare who have 
chosen to receive, on an interim basis, payments under the annuity payment scheme for each 
year while awaiting relocation to an alternative site will not be signed up to the annuity payment 
scheme in full that is for 15 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14131/13]

20/03/2013WRS01500334. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason the 15 raised bog special area of conservation where relocation has been deemed un-
necessary or small in scale, due to small numbers of active turf cutters on these sites, have been 
classed as active when turf cutting has not taken place on the sites since before 25 May 2005.  
[14132/13]

20/03/2013WRS01600335. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
contact that has been made and the discussion that has taken place with the turf cutters on Bal-
lynafagh Bog SAC and Clara Bog SAC by his Department and Bord Na Móna in relation to the 
sites finalised or close to finalisation for their relocation from these bogs; and the timeline for 
when relocation so such sites is likely to occur. [14133/13]

20/03/2013WRS01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 332 to 335, inclusive, together.

 Arrangements for the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs have been made 
as regards a group from Clara Bog special area of conservation in County Offaly and a group 
from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog special areas of conservation in County 
Galway. The group from Clara Bog commenced turf cutting at the relocation site in Killeranny, 
County Offaly, in June last, where 23 qualifying turf cutters have now been accommodated.

Progress has been made with a view to the relocation of turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog 
special area of conservation in County Kildare to Timahoe North, County Kildare, which is in 
the ownership of Bord na Móna. Officials from my Department as well as staff from Bord na 
Móna recently meet with a number of qualifying turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog. A number 
of issues raised at the meeting are being followed up and my Department envisages that turf 
cutters from Ballynafagh Bog will be able to commence cutting in the relocation site during the 
forthcoming turf cutting season.

I am advised that of the remaining 49 raised bog special areas of conservation, potential re-
location sites have been identified for a further 31 bogs and work is ongoing on identifying and 
investigating sites. It would be inappropriate to name the locations of these sites at this early 
stage. Relocation is unlikely to be required, or is likely to be small-scale, for another 16 raised 
bog special areas of conservation due, for example, to the small number that had been cutting 
turf on these sites during the relevant five year period and would qualify for the relocation op-
tion available under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme.

Lattins Bog in County Kildare has been identified as a potential relocation site for turf cut-
ters from Mouds Bog special area of conservation in County Kildare. Bord na Móna has pro-
duced a preliminary suitability assessment report for the relocation site, which my Department 
has provided to the Secretary of the Committee of the Kildare Turf Cutters Association. My 
Department has asked Bord na Móna to undertake a stratigraphy survey at this site, which will 
provide an indication of the quality of peat there.

Since February last, my Department has been in contact with the Kildare Turf Cutters Asso-
ciation in order to arrange a meeting with representatives from the Association to discuss issues 
pertaining to Mouds Bog. However, to date, the Kildare Turf Cutters Association has not taken 
up this invitation.
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A payment of €1,500 or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum is available under the 
cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to applicants while awaiting relocation to non-
designated bogs. 

20/03/2013WRS01750Departmental Funding

20/03/2013WRS01800336. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that in 2001 a grant of €2.9 million was allocated to Sligo 
County Council from the arts and culture enhancement support scheme as a contribution to-
wards the construction costs of a new county museum; and the reasons the project did not pro-
ceed. [14200/13]

20/03/2013WRS01900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No 361 of 12 March 2013, which sets out the 
background on this matter. In the case the Deputy refers to, the decision not to proceed was 
made by the project promoter.

20/03/2013WRS01950Clár Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh

20/03/2013WRS02000337. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an gcuirfidh sé eolas ar fáil i bhfoirm tábla maidir le cé mhéad pacáiste tacaíochta teanga atá 
curtha amach chuig tuismitheoirí óna Roinn, agus é mionsonraithe de réir contae agus de réir 
míosa.  [13642/13]

20/03/2013WRS02100338. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an dtabharfaidh sé cuntas ar cé mhéad pacáiste réigiúnach éagsúil tacaíochta teanga atá ann, ar 
an ábhar atá i ngach pacáiste tacaíochta teanga atá ar fáil, ar theideal gach foilseacháin atá sna 
pacáistí agus ar na contaetha lena mbaineann gach pacáiste réigiúnach. [13643/13]

20/03/2013WRS02200339. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén méid airgid atá caite go dtí seo ar chur chun cinn na bpacáistí tacaíochta teanga; agus cén 
costas a bhaineann le gach ábhar-gach feachtas.  [13644/13]

20/03/2013WRS02300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tógfaidh mé ceisteanna 337 to 339 le chéile.

Is í aidhm ghinearálta an Chláir Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh tacú le teaghlaigh Ghaeltachta atá ag 
tógáil a bpáistí le Gaeilge nó gur mhaith leo é sin a dhéanamh. Chun tacú le fíorú na haidhme 
sin, tá pacáiste tacaíochta ar fáil ó mo Roinn do thuismitheoirí atá ag súil le páiste nó a bhfuil 
páistí réamhscoile acu. 

Is é an pacáiste céanna a sheoltar chuig gach uile teaghlach. Maidir lena bhfuil ann, tá ábhar 
léitheoireachta, éisteachta agus físe sa phacáiste atá ionadaíoch ar na mórchanúintí Gaeilge. Tá 
mé ag súil leis go mbeidh ar chumas mo Roinne cur leis an bpacáiste sa tréimhse amach rom-
hainn, i gcomhar leis na páirtithe leasmhara ábhartha.

Seo a leanas na sonraí faoina bhfuil sa phacáiste faoi láthair:

Leabhar agus CD Rabhlaí Rabhlaí   - Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne;

Leabhar agus CD Ící Pící   - Doimnic Mac Giolla Bhríde;
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Leabhar agus CD Peigín Leitir Móir   - Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin;

Leabhar Lúlú agus an Oíche Ghlórach   - Bridget Bhreathnach;

Leabhrán comhairle/eolais do thuismitheoirí Ag Tógáil Clainne le Gaeilge   - Comhluadar; 
agus

Mála eolais ó Cúla4 ina bhfuil cás pinn luaidhe, peann luaidhe, cairt airde agus eolas maidir 
le haipeanna atá oiriúnach do pháistí atá ag foghlaim Gaeilge. Is féidir iad seo a íoslódáil saor 
in aisce. Tá tuilleadh eolais ar fáil ag http://www.tg4.ie/ie/programmes/cula4/cula-caint.html  . 

Tá infheistíocht €35,577 déanta ag mo Roinn sa phacáiste go dtí seo. Baineann sé seo le cos-
tas an phacáiste féin, chomh maith leis na costais a bhain le heolas a scaipeadh faoin bpacáiste, 
lena n-áirítear an costas a bhain le físeán mearscaipthe a fhorbairt. Is féidir teacht ar an bhfíseán 
ag http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZu7T75OQd0.  

Tá 659 pacáiste dáilte ag mo Roinn faoin tráth seo. Seo a leanas na sonraí faoin dáileadh go 
dtí seo:

Pacáistí dáilte (14 Márta 2013)

Contae -
Thar Lear 15
Co. an Chláir 53
Co. an Dúin 3
Co. an Longfoirt 2
Co. Aontroma 9
Co. Ard Mhacha 1
Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath 100
Co. Cheatharlach 1
Co. Chiarraí 49
Co. Chill Chainnigh 2
Co. Chill Dara 20
Co. Chill Mhantáin 6
Co. Chorcaí 30
Co. Dhoire 5
Co. Dhún na nGall 45
Co. Fhear Manach 1
Co. Liatroma 1
Co. Loch Garman 5
Co. Lú 9
Co. Luimnigh 16
Co. Mhaigh Eo 61
Co. Mhuineacháin 1
Co. na Gaillimhe 192
Co. na hIarmhí 2
Co. na Mí 9
Co. Phort Láirge 9
Co. Ros Comáin 5
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Contae -
Co. Thiobraid Árann 4
Co. Thír Eoghain 3
Iomlán 659

20/03/2013WRS02350Special Protection Areas

20/03/2013WRS02400340. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
relation to the proposed Meenlaragh to Falcarragh Special Protection Area in County Donegal, 
if he will list the public facilities in which the maps and associated documents were displayed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13676/13]

20/03/2013WRS02500341. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
relation to the Meenlaragh to Falcarragh Special Protection Area in County Donegal, if he will 
list the newspapers and radio stations in which the advertising for the consultation process were 
carried and the dates of these announcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13677/13]

20/03/2013WRS02600342. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in re-
lation to the Meenlaragh to Falcarragh Special Protection Area in County Donegal, if there is a 
requirement in his Department’s written guidelines or guidelines within the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service for prior consultation with landowners before formal written correspondence 
is issued informing them that their land is to be within the proposed SPA; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13678/13]

20/03/2013WRS02700343. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
relation to the Meenlaragh to Falcarragh Special Protection Area in County Donegal, if prior 
consultation has ever taken place with landowners before their land is included in a SPA; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13679/13]

20/03/2013WRS02800344. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
coordinates of sightings over the past six years of the corncrake in the area proposed to be in-
cluded in the Falcarragh/Meenlaragh Special Protection Area, County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13680/13]

20/03/2013WRS02900345. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
relation to the Meenlaragh to Falcarragh Special Protection Area in County Donegal, if he will 
suspend the process of designation until such time as agreement can be reached with the lo-
cal communities on the boundaries of the SPA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13681/13]

20/03/2013WRS03000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 340 to 345, inclusive, together.

In December 2007, the European Court of Justice found that Ireland was in breach of its 
obligations under Article 4 of the Birds Directive by failing to designate a sufficient number 
of sites as Special Protection Areas for the conservation of Corncrake (case C418/04). In this 
regard, the Falcarragh to Mín an Chladaigh area, which had been identified as an Important Bird 
Area in a report published in 2000, was specifically mentioned in the Court’s ruling. A failure to 
abide by the Court’s findings would result in the probable imposition of fines against the State. 
In the circumstances, the Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible to suspend the designa-
tion process for the Falcarragh to Meenlaragh SPA.
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The proposal to designate a number of Corncrake sites in Co Donegal, including the Fal-
carragh to Meenlaragh SPA, was advertised in the Donegal News, the Irish Times and in the 
Foinse supplement to the Irish Independent in the week commencing 4 July 2011. In addition, 
the proposed designations were announced four times daily on Highland Radio on 6, 7 and 8 
July 2011. 

Some 909 landowners and licence holders who could be identified in respect of the Falcar-
ragh to Meenlaragh SPA were written to and provided with detailed information packs, includ-
ing maps outlining the proposed boundaries, the reasons behind the proposed designation and 
the processes for objecting.   

Maps and details of the proposed designations were also made available for inspection in 
  - the Garda Stations in Bunbeg, Carrick, Carndonagh, Carrigart, Creeslough, Culdaff, Dunfanaghy and Malin; 
  - the libraries in Carndonagh and Letterkenny; 
  - offices of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and of Teagasc in Letterkenny; 
  - the Donegal County Council offices in Lifford; and 
  - the Department of Social Protection offices in Letterkenny. 

  Under the provisions of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regula-
tions 2011, the requisite consultation process commences after the notification of the intention 
to designate a site.

The Falcarragh to Meenlaragh SPA was chosen as a site for Corncrake on foot of evidence 
from survey work over a period of years indicating that the area is of continued importance to 
this species. Using the best available spatial data on Corncrake distribution and numbers, a suit-
able boundary for the SPA was produced by my Department. The annual survey data was gath-
ered using international best practice methodology as part of ongoing Corncrake conservation 
work. This species spends a large proportion of its time concealed in vegetation and sightings 
are rare. The primary method of estimating its abundance and distribution relies on analysis of 
the audible records of this vocal species. It is only the male that regularly calls or sings and there 
is usually no direct recording of the female or young in an area. Scientific studies have shown 
that the nest of a female Corncrake and her brood rearing area is usually within 250 meters of 
the singing place of the male with which she paired. Individual male Corncrake can call from 
several locations over the course of a breeding season and may pair with more than one female.

Over 35 individual Irish grid reference records estimating the singing locations of male 
Corncrake are outlined below. These estimates are of calling male Corncrakes that were re-
corded in or, due to their proximity, were considered to be associated with, the Falcarragh to 
Meenlaragh SPA over the course of the last six breeding seasons.

X Y Year Individual bird ID
193926 433781 2012 B93.1
193926 433781 2012 B93.1
193927 433780 2012 B93.1
193945 433815 2012 B93.1
194449 434485 2012 B93.3
194480 434411 2012 B93.3
194480 434411 2012 B93.3
194480 434411 2012 B93.3
194452 434438 2012 B93.3
194458 434486 2012 B93.3
194027 434229 2012 B93.4
194270 434390 2012 B93.4
194098 434341 2012 B93.4
194089 434341 2012 B93.4
193117 433562 2010 B93.1



20 March 2013

247

X Y Year Individual bird ID
193120 433560 2010 B93.1
189447 432725 2009 B83.8
19172 43175 2008 B93.1
19165 43181 2008 B93.1
19164 43182 2008 B93.1
1895 4324 2008 B83.2
1895 4323 2008 B83.2
18959 43242 2008 B83.2
18958 43240 2008 B83.2
1895 4327 2008 B83.3
18941 43271 2008 B83.3
18945 43272 2008 B83.3
1895 4327 2007 B83.2
1895 4323 2007 B83.2
1895 4326 2007 B83.2
1894 4327 2007 B83.3
1894 4324 2007 B83.3
189469 432316 2007 B83.4
1916 4319 2007 B93.1
1919 4319 2007 B93.1
1917 4322 2007 B93.2
1916 4317 2007 B93.2

20/03/2013WRT00150Energy Regulation

20/03/2013WRT00200346. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the number of households that have been disconnected by electricity companies 
in the past five years; if he will provide a breakdown by county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14232/13]

20/03/2013WRT00300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity market, including disconnections, is a matter 
for the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), which is an independent statutory regula-
tor.  I have no statutory function in the matter of disconnections of electricity or gas customers 
regardless of the supply company involved.

The CER provides quarterly and annual updates on the electricity and gas retail markets, 
including on disconnections, and further information may be found at:

http://www.cer.ie/en/electricity-retail-market-reports-and-publications.aspx   

Nevertheless, the number of disconnections is a matter of concern to me as it is for the Gov-
ernment, the CER, voluntary organisations and suppliers.  The rise in numbers in recent years 
has coincided with the economic recession which has caused customer arrears and debt levels 
to rise. 

In line with the CER’s Code of Practice on disconnection, electricity and gas suppliers 
must facilitate payment options/plans for domestic customers experiencing genuine hardship 
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and, where appropriate, engage with a money advisor acting on behalf of the customer or a 
recognised charity.  This must include offering the customer a prepayment meter.  According 
to CER’s published report on its website on Electricity and Gas Retail Markets, concerning the 
period to the end of September 2012, over 11,000 Pay as You Go electricity meters have been 
installed.  That report also states that there are approximately 19,500 token meters in operation.  
In addition, disconnections may not be initiated where a customer has entered into a payment 
plan with the supplier and is honouring that arrangement. 

I welcome the fact that CER is working with energy suppliers to ensure that they take all 
reasonable steps to assist customers through this difficult period and that disconnections result-
ing from genuine inability to pay are minimised, and only occur as a very last resort.

Implementation of the measures set out in the Government’s Affordable Energy Strategy, 
published last November, is pivotal to protecting the interests of vulnerable customers and im-
proving energy affordability.

In addition, the Government will continue to support the delivery of energy efficiency mea-
sures to vulnerable households in 2013.  The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme has been 
allocated Exchequer funding of €18 million for 2013, which is expected to result in upgrades 
in over 10,000 homes.  

20/03/2013WRT00350Renewable Energy Generation

20/03/2013WRT00400347. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the generating capacity of the ESB from renewable resources such as wind, water 
and wave; if he will provide a breakdown of the sites at which this is generated; the generating 
capacity of each site in megawatts; his plans for the installation of new renewable generating 
capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13689/13]

20/03/2013WRT00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
ESB operates a mixed portfolio of generation using both renewable and fossil fuels to generate 
power.

ESB’s hydroelectric power stations are Ardnacrusha (86MW), Inishcarra Dam (19MW), 
Carrigadrohid (8MW), Golden Falls (4MW), Clady (4MW), Poulaphouca, County Wicklow 
(15MW), Leixlip (4MW), Cliff (20MW), Cathleen’s Falls (45MW), Curramore <1MW and 
Parteen <1MW.

ESBI’s wind farms are: Carnsore Point (12MW), Derrybrien Wind Farm (59.5MW), Moun-
tain Lodge Wind Farm (31.5MW), Garvagh Glebe (26MW),  Tullynahaw, (22MW), Grousel-
odge (15MW), Crockahenny (currently commissioning) 5MW,  Waterfern – Black Banks 
(10.2MW), Mount Eagle (6.8MW) and Orileven-Carrane Hill (3.4MW).  ESB also operates a 
number of wind farms outside of Ireland.

ESB’s strategy for renewables is to grow from its existing base of 560MW to 1800MW of 
installed capacity by 2025. 

Wave energy is still at the RD&D stage globally.  ESBI is involved in RD&D in the ocean 
energy area.  Overall, ESB has set itself the goal of achieving a net carbon neutral portfolio by 
2050 at the latest.

More generally as regards promotion of renewable energy REFIT is the current support 
scheme for renewable generation in Ireland.  The previous scheme was known as AER.  There 
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were numerous generators involved in AER, but ESB, in its role as Public Electricity Supplier, 
was the contracting party for all of the AER contracts.  With market liberalisation, REFIT was 
opened to all licensed suppliers.  There are over 16 different licensed electricity suppliers and 
numerous generators involved in the REFIT schemes operated by my Department.

Under Directive 2009/28/EC Ireland has been assigned a legally binding target that 16% of 
all energy consumption must be from renewable sources by 2020.  This includes a minimum 
of 10% in the transport sector.  Overall, the target comprises 40% renewable electricity, 10% 
renewable transport and 12% renewable heating by 2020, which combined amount to 16% of 
all energy consumption. 

The Strategy for Renewable Energy 2012-2020 and the First Progress Report on the Na-
tional Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) set out how it is anticipated that renewable 
generating capacity will be developed in Ireland in the period to 2020. These documents are 
available on my Department’s website at: www.dcenr.gov.ie  .  The First Progress Report on the 
NREAP sets out that it is envisaged that around 4000MW of installed renewable capacity will 
be required by 2020 in order to achieve 40% renewable electricity.  There is approximately 
1900MW installed at present.

20/03/2013WRT00550Broadband Services Provision

20/03/2013WRT00600348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources the extent to which the standard, quality and speed of both broadband ser-
vices and mobile phone services throughout County Kildare compares with the best available 
worldwide; his plans to improve same over the coming year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13927/13]

20/03/2013WRT00700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The provision of mobile phone networks and services is undertaken by telecommunications 
service providers operating in a fully liberalised market.  The Commission for Communica-
tions Regulation (ComReg) is responsible for issuing licences to mobile phone operators and 
for monitoring compliance with the conditions attached to the licences.  ComReg concluded a 
spectrum allocation process in late 2012, which will enable the successful applicants to operate 
4G mobile services across the country. 4G is the fourth generation and most modern of mobile 
phone technologies currently available.  It is a matter for the individual mobile telephone opera-
tors to decide those parts of the country they will prioritise and those areas they will ultimately 
serve in accordance with the license conditions.

The provision of broadband services is also undertaken within a fully liberalised market. 
National and international statistics on broadband availability measure the highest broadband 
speeds marketed by retail services at the national level. These comparisons do not measure 
whether the speeds quoted are available in all areas of any country.   The high speeds offered in 
parts of County Kildare by at least one cable operator, in the areas it serves and has upgraded, 
compare favourably with high broadband speeds marketed internationally.  Unfortunately there 
are no statistics available which would allow a national or international comparison of the dif-
ferent speeds available throughout any one county.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to 
radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed services of at 
least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance of the EU’s 
target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many homes and 
businesses as possible.
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Specifically, it commits to 70Mbps to 100Mbps available from the commercial market op-
erators to more than half of the population by 2015; at least 40Mbps, and in many cases faster 
speeds, to at least a further 20% and potentially as much as 35% of the population, and  a mini-
mum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market opera-
tors indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popula-
tion by 2015.

The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed services, particu-
larly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The Government is also committed in the Plan to investing 
in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the 
market.

My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broad-
band over the coming years.  This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be 
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  It will also form a 
critical input to an EU State Aid application in respect of any State-led intervention. 

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds re-
ferred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including County Kildare, will have at least 
30Mbps connectivity.   

20/03/2013WRT00750Charities Regulation

20/03/2013WRT00800349. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources the reason ComReg requires charities to obtain a premium rate services licence, 
when charities do not appear to come within the definition of a premium rate service provider 
as defined by the Communications Regulation (Premium Rate Services and Electronic Com-
munications Infrastructure) Act 2010. [13957/13]

20/03/2013WRT00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Under the 2010 Premium Rate Services Act, the provision of premium rate services, including 
services for the benefit of charitable organisations, is subject to a licensing requirement admin-
istered by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).  There is no charge 
imposed on charitable organisations involved in this process and it may be done electronically 
online for convenience. 

The licence allows charitable organisations to reassure potential contributors that the ser-
vice is regulated and allows ComReg to intervene on behalf of contributors if disputes arise.  

20/03/2013WRT00950Departmental Consultations

20/03/2013WRT01000350. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if there have been meetings between his Department and other interested parties 
to exchange views of national, European and international radio spectrum issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13964/13]
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20/03/2013WRT01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Officials in my Department engage on an ongoing basis with European and international col-
leagues in relation to radio spectrum issues of common interest.  My Department is also rep-
resented at various European fora and at the World Radiocommunication Conference at which 
radio spectrum issues are discussed.

The National Broadband Plan published last year following extensive consultation with 
interested parties on topics including radio spectrum, contains specific proposals to review na-
tional policy in this regard including if necessary modernising relevant legislation.

I expect this review of spectrum policy to incorporate a public consultation element and 
intend it to be a comprehensive process taking into account international best practice and 
stakeholder views.

This work will get underway later this year.  

20/03/2013WRT01150Electricity Generation

20/03/2013WRT01200351. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he will provide an update on the operation of the Eirgrid interconnector in Rush, 
County Dublin; if all testing of the line has been completed and all acknowledged localised is-
sues been dealt with; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13996/13]

20/03/2013WRT01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This is an operational matter for the company involved and I, as Minister, have no role or func-
tion in this regard. However, my Department has requested that EirGrid, which has statutory 
responsibility for the East West Interconnector, will furnish further information directly to the 
Deputy.

20/03/2013WRT01350Departmental Contracts

20/03/2013WRT01400352. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding a contract; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14359/13]

20/03/2013WRT01500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This is an operational matter for the company involved and I, as Minister, have no role or func-
tion in this regard.

20/03/2013WRT01550Property Taxation Exemptions

20/03/2013WRT01600353. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will furnish a list of the estates that are exempt on property tax in County 
Louth and in east Meath. [13634/13]

20/03/2013WRT01700357. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government regarding his review of unfinished estates, if his Department is compiling a list 
of unfinished estates; if so, the stage this process is at and when it will be completed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14155/13]
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20/03/2013WRT01800358. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if the up to date list of unfinished estates will be used as a tool to identify 
houses that qualify for an exemption from the local property tax; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14156/13]

20/03/2013WRT01900373. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when the next review of the categorisation of unfinished estates will be 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14358/13]

20/03/2013WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 353, 357, 358 and 373 
together. 

As part of the work of the National Coordination Committee on Unfinished Housing Devel-
opments, which I chair, my Department conducted national surveys of unfinished developments 
in 2010, 2011 and 2012. The National Housing Development Survey 2012 revealed that 1,203 
developments which had previously been included in the 2011 Survey could be removed as 
they were either substantially complete or development had never commenced, and many sub-
stantially complete developments could progress to being taken in charge by local authorities. 
Since 2010, the number of such developments has fallen by 37%, to 1,770. I anticipate that this 
progress will continue in 2013 as more problem estates are resolved under the work of the Na-
tional Coordination Committee and its stakeholders, which include NAMA, local authorities, 
the Irish Banking Federation and the representatives from the construction sector. Work on the 
2013 survey will commence during Q2 with a view to publication of the results in the autumn. 

The list of unfinished housing estates to be prescribed for purposes of a waiver from the lo-
cal property tax has been compiled by local authorities utilising the categorisation in place in re-
spect of the household charge, updated by reference to the National Housing Survey 2012. My 
Department has collated the data from local authorities and Minister Hogan yesterday signed 
the Regulations to prescribe the list of qualifying estates for purposes of exemption from the 
local property tax.   

20/03/2013WRT02050Greenhouse Gas Emissions

20/03/2013WRT02100354. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his view on fuel derived from bitumen or tar sands; if it is viewed as more 
environmentally harmful than traditional oil supplies; the position he has taken with regard to 
the EU’s fuel quality directive ranking of tar sands oil; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13664/13]

20/03/2013WRT02200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Article 7(a) of the Fuel Quality Directive 2009/30/EC introduced a requirement for fuel 
and energy suppliers to reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with the production and 
use of transport fuels by at least 6% (compared to 2010 emissions) by the end of 2020.   

Under Article 7(a), the European Commission issued a draft implementing directive , in 
2011, on the methodology for calculating live-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of fuels. This 
proposal was put to a vote at the EU Fuel Quality Committee in February 2012 and Ireland sup-
ported the proposal. The vote was inconclusive.   

The European Commission is undertaking an impact assessment of the implementation pro-
posal and I will re-evaluate Ireland’s position on it in light of the outcome of that assessment .   
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20/03/2013WRT02250Regeneration Projects

20/03/2013WRT02300355. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the position regarding Ballymun shopping centre, Dublin; and the future plans that 
are in place in view of the fact that it is in the National Assets Management Agency’s control. 
[14096/13]

20/03/2013WRT02400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Ballymun Regeneration Limited (BRL) and Dublin City 
Council are continuing to explore all options to further the economic objectives of the Bal-
lymun Masterplan including the redevelopment of the privately owned Ballymun Shopping 
Centre and the adjoining lands owned by the Council.   

Planning permission for the redevelopment of the centre and the adjoining lands was grant-
ed in September 2009. The proposed redevelopment did not proceed at the time due to the 
prevailing economic conditions. However, provision of commercial, retail and other services in 
Ballymun, and at this prominent site in particular, remains very important within the context of 
the overall regeneration programme. My Department understands that Dublin City Council is 
in contact with the parties who hold an interest in this site with the objective of progressing the 
proposed redevelopment. 

20/03/2013WRT02450Homelessness Strategy

20/03/2013WRT02500356. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the position regarding the number of voluntary organisations dealing with the 
homeless here; the funding allocated to each organisation for 2012; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14142/13]

20/03/2013WRT02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves 
the provision of a national framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of 
housing authorities in addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in rela-
tion to the provision of accommodation for homeless persons rests with the housing authorities.  
The purposes for which housing authorities may incur expenditure in addressing homelessness 
are prescribed in Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.   

My Department does not fund any service directly but recoups , to local authorities, 90% 
of the cost of the service provided with an additional 10% coming from the local authorities 
‘ own resources. Up to 50 different organisations provide emergency services throughout the 
country.  The bulk of Section 10 funding from my Department goes towards the costs incurred 
in the provision of accommodation services by the voluntary sector providers who have built 
up the services over the years. In addition, Departmental funding is used to support day drop-in 
centres, food services, outreach services, settlement and tenancy sustainment services and the 
cost of local authority and voluntary sector staff costs.  The funding provided, through local 
authorities to these voluntary sector providers in 2012 is set out in the table below.   

Voluntary Sector Provider 2012
Simon Communities €5,346,283 
Focus Ireland €4,315,817 
Crosscare €2,921,985 
St Vincent De Paul €2,488,135 
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Voluntary Sector Provider 2012
De Paul Trust €2,447,332 
Salvation Army €2,023,214 
Peter McVerry Trust €1,701,996 
Novas €1,415,132 
Sophia €977,374 
Cope €829,356 
Sonas €748,200 
Cuan-Teach Mhuire €596,202 
Sisters of Charity €252,979 
Threshold €60,579 
Total €26,124,584

Questions Nos. 357 and 358 answered with Question No. 353.

20/03/2013WRT02750Water Meters

20/03/2013WRT02800359. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it will be possible for apartment owners to be metered separately for water 
charges when the owner is willing, the management company is agreeable and access is avail-
able; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14165/13]

20/03/2013WRT02900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Programme for Government and the Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, 
the IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges. The Government 
considers that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided 
that water meters should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The 
Government has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water   company to be estab-
lished as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible 
for the metering programme.     

There are, as reported in Census 2011, approximately 1.35 million domestic properties con-
nected to public water supplies in Ireland and the objective is to install meters for the maximum 
number of these properties. I have previously indicated that a proportion of these properties, 
including apartment blocks, may not be metered in the initial metering programme due to ei-
ther the high cost or the technical difficulty of doing so. However, I would expect that a large 
number of these properties will be metered over time as options relating to metering apartment 
blocks are evaluated. 

20/03/2013WRT02950Planning Issues

20/03/2013WRT03000360. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will clarify the length of time a person has to make an application for an ex-
tension of duration of a planning permission, with reference to Section 251 (amended) of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14202/13]

20/03/2013WRT03100361. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to introduce legislation to take account of the loophole resulting from the 
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High Court decision, Browne vs. Kerry County Council, effectively extending the duration of 
a planning permission to five years plus 45 days form the date granted; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that planning authorities are seeking a clear direction from his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14203/13]

20/03/2013WRT03200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 360 and 361 together.

Under section 41 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, the duration of a 
planning permission (referred to as “the appropriate period”) is the period specified in the per-
mission, or 5 years, whichever is longer. Section 42 provides that an application to extend the 
duration of the appropriate period must be made prior to the expiration of that period. 

The decision of the High Court in the case of Patrick Browne and Kerry County Council 
referred to in Question No. 361 would appear to mean that all time limits and periods referred 
to in the Planning and Development Acts 2000 - 2012 are extended by nine days: the period 
between the 24th day of December and the first day of January, both days inclusive. My Depart-
ment is preparing a Circular Letter to planning authorities on this matter, and, in the context 
of further legislation, will consider whether the provisions of the Act require any clarification.

20/03/2013WRU00150Regeneration Funding

20/03/2013WRU00200362. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has received a submission from Sligo Borough Council seeking grant aid for 
the refurbishment of the Gate House at Doorly Park, County Sligo, to allow it to be used as a 
resource house by the local community in the Doorly Park/Martin Savage Terrace area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13624/13]

20/03/2013WRU00300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): An outline proposal for securing the property referred to 
was included in the Regeneration Work Programme for 2013 as put forward by Sligo Borough 
Council.

My Department requested that the Borough Council submit a detailed project appraisal for 
the proposed works. The matter will be further considered when this is received.

20/03/2013WRU00350Housing Grant Applications

20/03/2013WRU00400363. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will meet with the Kerry Oireachtas Members and a delegation from Kerry 
County Council as a matter of urgency to discuss the 2013 housing grants allocation that has 
been reduced by 56% on the 2012 allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13718/13]

20/03/2013WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On 22 February 2013 I announced capital allocations 
to local authorities under the suite of Grants for Older People and People with a Disability 
amounting to €42.750 million. In allocating the available funding across all 34 city and county 
councils I did so in as transparent and as fair a way as possible. In framing the 2013 allocations, 
my Department wrote to each local authority requesting details of the numbers and value of 
grant s where work had been approved to commence. Between them, local authorities reported 
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contractual commitments in respect of approved grants totally €18 million. This year I allocated 
local authorities the full amount of their contractual commitments which, in the case of Kerry 
County Council, amounted to €838,493. The balance of the available funding was allocated 
on the basis of each authority’s share of the new applications on hand in January 2013. This 
brought Kerry County Council’s overall allocation to €1,445,971.

In order to deal with any acute or particular difficulty which might arise in the operation of 
the schemes over the course of the year I have set aside a small capital reserve.  My Department 
will consider applications from local authorities for a supplementary allocation in such cases. 
A submission in this regard was received from Kerry County Council on 15 March, and it will 
need to be examined in the context of the available funding and the requests already received 
from other authorities; I do not propose , therefore, to make any decisions in relation to supple-
mentary allocations at this time. In the circumstances, meetings with public representatives 
would not therefore for the present serve any useful purpose.

20/03/2013WRU00550Water Services Provision

20/03/2013WRU00600364. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if Irish Water or relevant local authorities will have the ownership of the combined 
drainage networks in many towns where these networks lead directly to the sewerage plants 
which will be operated by Irish Water but will also collect surface water from the public streets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13719/13]

20/03/2013WRU00700366. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the role of Irish Water in relation to surface water drainage schemes in streets in 
many towns throughout the country when the pipes go directly to the sewerage scheme; the role 
of Irish Water in dealing with flooding on the public streets when this is caused as a result of 
blocking in the piping network that links directly to the sewerage plants; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13721/13]

20/03/2013WRU00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I propose to take Questions Nos. 364 and 366 together.

The Water Sector Reform Implementation Strategy , which is published on my Depart-
ment’s website, is focused on ensuring that appropriate policy and legal frameworks are put in 
place for Irish Water and the water sector. The Implementation Strategy provides clarity on the 
steps involved in this process and the key milestones and deliverables to be achieved this year.

In the context of broader water governance issues , work is currently being advanced to 
identify and clarify boundary issues between functions which will transfer to Irish Water and 
those remaining with local authorities; this work includes determining responsibility for the 
areas referred to in the questions.

20/03/2013WRU00850Road Network

20/03/2013WRU00900365. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of money that has been spent on the purchase of land for future 
roads projects in every county council in the south east region each year for the past three years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13704/13]

20/03/2013WRU01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-



20 March 2013

257

gan): I have no function in relation to the matter raised in the Question and the information 
requested is not available in my Department.

  Question No. 366 answered with Question No. 364.

20/03/2013WRU01150Planning Issues

20/03/2013WRU01200367. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if decisions by the An Bord Pleanála Appeals Board are binding on county council 
and city council managers; if parties successfully taking cases to the An Bord Pleanála Appeals 
Board have any statutory recourse if they believe decisions made in their favour have not been 
enforced. [13744/13]

20/03/2013WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Decisions by An Bord Pleanala are binding and the va-
lidity of a decision taken by the Board may only be questioned by making an application for 
judicial review under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts.  Any such application for 
judicial review does not involve the courts adjudicating on the merits of a proposed develop-
ment from the perspectives of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and/
or effects on the environment.

An Bord Pleanála has no powers of enforcement. Enforcement of planning decisions, 
whether made by the Board or a planning authority, and interpretation of conditions imposed 
in decisions are primarily the responsibility of the local planning authority. In accordance with 
enforcement provisions in Part VIII of the Planning and Development Act s 2000 - 2012 , a 
planning authority must follow up on written complaints made to it by members of the public 
regarding unauthorised development , including non-compliance with planning decisions. Any 
person may apply to the High or Circuit Courts for an injunction in relation to unauthorised 
development in certain circumstances.

20/03/2013WRU01350Employment Rights Issues

20/03/2013WRU01400368. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the reason the Rural Resettlement Ireland Limited, a State funded organisation 
with charitable status, has not paid compensation to workers made redundant last year in line 
with an Labour Relations Commission recommendation; and if he will have the matter inves-
tigated. [13873/13]

20/03/2013WRU01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Rural Resettlement Ireland Limited is a housing body 
approved under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 for the purpose 
of the provision of housing relief.  While my Department has provided financial support to Ru-
ral Resettlement Ireland and other not-for-profit organisations which provide advice, research, 
training and other supports ( including representative services and advocacy ) in the area of 
housing, I have no function in how such bodies implement Labour Relations Commission rec-
ommendations.

20/03/2013WRU01550Water Services Provision

20/03/2013WRU01600369. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if there was specific statutory or regulatory provisions in place regarding infor-
mation on the rights of citizens who have legal rights to consultation in environmental matters 
prior to the establishment of Irish Water; if this is in line with European rules and regulations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13942/13]

20/03/2013WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): In January 2012 my Department initiated a public con-
sultation process seeking views in relation to the development of an implementation plan for 
Water Sector Reform. The consultation paper and a copy of the independent assessment which 
examined the optimal organisational structure for the Irish Water utility have been published on 
my Department’s website.

The development of the Implementation Strategy for Water Sector Reform was informed 
by the consultation process , in response to which almost 300 submissions were received. The 
Implementation Strategy, which has also been published on my Department’s website, is guid-
ing the roll out of the reform process.

20/03/2013WRU01750Leader Programmes Applications

20/03/2013WRU01800370. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government the position regarding an application for funding to Mayo North East 
LEADER (details supplied) in County Mayo and when a decision will issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13966/13]

20/03/2013WRU01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): On foot of correspondence received in 2011 regarding a possible governance issue at 
Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Company, a comprehensive investigation into the is-
sues outlined was instigated.   This proved to be a very complex investigation and, on foot of 
its initial findings and in the context of my Department’s responsibility to ensure that Rural 
Development Programme (RDP) funding is delivered in an efficient and effective way, a deci-
sion was made to suspend project approvals by the Partnership on 7 March 2012. However, the 
issuing of payments to eligible approved applications is progressing as normal.

The Final Report of the investigation has been provided to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine as Managing Authority for the RDP. The Managing Authority has subse-
quently reported the findings to the European Commission and the external accreditation audi-
tors (Deloitte). The findings of the investigation have also been reported to both the Garda Bu-
reau of Fraud Investigation and the Standards in Public Office Commission and consideration 
of these findings will be subject to the relevant processes in these bodies. The Report has been 
considered in my own Department and an Action Plan has been agreed with the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. My Department has also agreed a series of actions to be 
undertaken by Mayo North East LEADER Partnership Company (MNELP).

The project referred to in the question, by Lahardane Community Council Ltd, involves a 
grant amount in excess of €150,000 and as such is required to undergo an approvals process 
within my Department. Approval of such projects is currently on hold in line with the process 
outlined above until the actions to be undertaken by MNELP are completed to my satisfaction.

In the coming period, if and when these actions are completed to the satisfaction of my De-
partment, and if adherence to all other regulatory and governance requirements is assured, the 
suspension of project approvals by MNELP will be reviewed.
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20/03/2013WRU01950Social and Affordable Housing Provision

20/03/2013WRU02000371. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of persons in social housing or awaiting social housing in the areas of 
Ballymun and Finglas, Dublin, respectively. [13973/13]

20/03/2013WRU02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy, and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie.

The 2011 assessment of housing need, available on the website, provide s an analysis of 
housing need broken down by county, city, borough and town councils but data are not collated 
at the level of detail necessary to identify districts such as Ballymun and Finglas.

20/03/2013WRU02150Commercial Rates Issues

20/03/2013WRU02200372. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in view of the introduction of the local property tax, if he has any plans to 
introduce legislation reforming the system of commercial rates, taking into account the state of 
our domestic economy and the strain that many small businesses are under, the need to retain 
vibrant town centres, and the irregularities in the system of valuations for such rates; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14356/13]

20/03/2013WRU02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for 
commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001.  The Commissioner 
for Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters, including the most appropriate 
method of valuation.  The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local 
authority.

It is important to acknowledge that commercial rates, as a local tax, and the rating system 
generally are deeply embedded in the local government system. A large body of case law is well 
established and local authorities and ratepayers are, in the main, very familiar with, and gener-
ally accepting of, the operation and practice of the rating system. Rates also provide a stable 
source of financing for local government which is not affected unduly by short-term changes in 
economic circumstances.

I am acutely aware of the pressures on small and medium sized businesses at the present 
time. Local authorities have been asked by my Department to exercise restraint or, where pos-
sible, to reduce commercial rates and local charges for 2013. Local authorities have responded 
well to such requests in recent years and in 2013, 87 out of the 88 rating authorities have either 
reduced their ARV or kept it the same as in 2012.

I have no immediate plans to amend the legislation governing commercial rates. I am how-
ever, keeping the approach to rates by local authorities under active review, and am determined 
that every avenue will be pursued to optimise efficiency and contain costs in the local govern-
ment sector.

  Question No. 373 answered with Question No. 353.
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20/03/2013WRU02450Leader Programmes Administration

20/03/2013WRU02500374. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the proposal that EU funding for Leader 
groups (details supplied) will now be channelled through Kerry County Council as distinct 
from the South Kerry Partnership Limited. [14360/13]

20/03/2013WRU02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The value of Leader funding and the detailed regulations for its implementation are yet to 
be agreed for the next programming round. My Department is now engaged with various stake-
holders in considering the arrangements to pursue greater alignment between local government 
and local development in line with the decisions on reform set out in the Action Programme for 
Effective Local Government Putting People First.

The funding levels, the detailed regulations and the alignment implementation arrangements 
will all be important factors in identifying the optimum programme arrangements for any rural 
development funding to be implemented via LEADER in the next EU programming round. 
New arrangements will consider the role s of central and local government, and the continued 
role of local development companies in programme implementation.

Overall, it is my objective that all local development funding, including LEADER, will be 
delivered in a way that maximises impact for communities and value for money.

20/03/2013WRU02650Legal Aid Service Reform

20/03/2013WRU02700375. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
carry out an assessment of the free legal aid scheme and to review the criteria for awarding free 
legal aid; if he will consider looking at a mechanism whereby persons who continue to re-of-
fend will not qualify for free legal aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14120/13]

20/03/2013WRU02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy may wish to note 
that total expenditure on the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme for 2012 came to €50.5 million which 
represented a reduction of 10% over 2011.  This is the largest reduction in the annual expen-
diture ever recorded and represents a fall of approximately €10 million, or 16%, over the peak 
recorded in 2009.  This follows a number of measures introduced since I came into office in-
cluding significant cuts to practitioners’ fees during 2011.

Under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 the courts, through the judiciary, are re-
sponsible for the granting of legal aid.  An applicant for legal aid must establish to the satisfac-
tion of the court that his/her means are insufficient to enable him/her to pay for legal aid him/
herself.  The Act specifies that the court must also be satisfied that, by reason of the “gravity of 
the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in the interests of justice that the ap-
plicant should have legal aid.   An applicant’s previous convictions are not a criterion for access 
to legal aid under the Act.

The Deputy will appreciate that an accused person who faces serious charges is entitled to 
a fair trial and the presumption of innocence and if he/she cannot afford to pay for legal rep-
resentation there is a right to legal aid.  Under the Constitution, the State is obliged to provide 
an accused person with the means to obtain appropriate legal representation.  Moreover, the 
European Convention on Human Rights provides that every person charged with a criminal 
offence is entitled to defend him/herself in person or through legal assistance of his/her own 
choosing or, if he/she has insufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it free when 



20 March 2013

261

the interests of justice so require.  The Deputy will also appreciate that the Criminal Legal Aid 
Scheme must operate with due regard to these rights and that any unreasonable block on legal 
aid could give a convicted defendant an avenue for appeal or prohibition of the prosecution.  
My overriding concern must be to ensure that no risk arises in relation to the prosecution of 
persons charged with criminal offences before the courts.

A new Criminal Legal Aid Bill is being drafted to update and strengthen the system of grant-
ing legal aid including transferring responsibility for the administration of the Scheme to the 
Legal Aid Board.  Consideration is being given to including in the Bill provisions to, inter alia, 
regulate better the taking of statements of means, increase the sanction for false declarations, 
allow the Board to verify the means of applicants and to prosecute cases of abuse.  Provision 
to give power to the Legal Aid Board to recover the costs of criminal legal aid or to make ap-
plication to a court to revoke a criminal legal aid certificate are also under consideration.  These 
provisions will have regard to a person’s rights to the presumption of innocence, to a fair trial 
and to be given legal aid, where appropriate.  I hope it will be possible to publish the Bill during 
the course of this year.

20/03/2013WRU02850Immigration Status

20/03/2013WRU02900376. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will respond 
to correspondence sent to him regarding an application to remain here under the 2004 student 
probationary extension in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 2; if this application 
will be approved in view of the fact that the applicant commenced studies in December 2004; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14144/13]

20/03/2013WRU03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As a final measure in fully 
implementing the student immigration rules which commenced on 1 January 2011, a student 
probationary extension has been made available to those non-EEA students who first registered 
their residence in Ireland as a student on or before 31 December 2004 and who commenced 
their studies in Ireland on or before 31 December 2004. Students who satisfy these criteria may 
apply for the special probationary extension.

Following an examination of this case INIS has determined that the student referred to first 
registered his residence as a student in Ireland in January 2005 and from enquiries made with 
his college that he commenced his course of studies in January 2005. Having regard to this, the 
student is therefore not eligible for the 2004 Student Probationary Extension.

It is also important that the 2004 Probationary Extension be considered in the context of 
the overall transitional arrangements implemented in respect of non-EEA students resident in 
Ireland on 1 January 2011. Special provisions were made to facilitate non-EEA students who 
became “timed out” as a result of the rules introduced on 1 January 2011.  These provisions 
were extended on several occasions since the introduction of the student immigration rules to 
allow “timed-out” students to complete their studies, avail of post-study pathways or to secure 
alternative immigration permission, for example by way of an employment permit. I understand 
that the student in this case has availed of the special ‘timed out’ permission since 30 September 
2011.

The fact that the student is not eligible to avail of the 2004 Student Probationary Extension 
will not prejudice any other applications that the student wishes to make to INIS regarding their 
immigration permission.
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20/03/2013WRU03050Garda Recruitment

20/03/2013WRU03100377. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will clari-
fy the status of the panel of applicants in respect of Garda recruitment; if and when recruitment 
commences, if consideration will be given towards accepting panellists, some of whom have 
been on an entry panel in excess of two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14146/13]

20/03/2013WRU03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I intend bringing proposals 
to Government shortly in relation to the strength of the Garda Síochána and when recruitment 
might recommence. While no final decision has been taken in relation to the recruitment panel 
created as a result of the last recruitment process, the fact that this panel is now approximately 
five years old gives rise to significant issues which will have to be taken into account.

20/03/2013WRU03250Property Management Company Issues

20/03/2013WRU03300378. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a way 
for owners who are not directors of a management company to take control of their manage-
ment company under the Multi-Unit Developments Act when AGMs are being held; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14204/13]

20/03/2013WRU03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): An owners’ management com-
pany in a multi-unit development is a company registered under the Companies Acts.  There-
fore, the position is that the appointment and removal of directors of a company are regulated, 
not under the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, but under the Companies Acts and under the 
Articles of Association of the company.

Section 16 of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 deals with the issue of life-long or 
long-term directors of owners’ management companies. In certain circumstances, directors ap-
pointed by a developer were entitled to remain as directors for life. The section provides that 
this shall not be permitted after the coming into operation of the section (1 April, 2011). A direc-
tor shall not be permitted to have a term exceeding 3 years in the first instance. Where such a 
situation exists at present, the director must relinquish the position within 3 years of the coming 
into operation of the section.

20/03/2013WRV00100Housing Management Companies

20/03/2013WRV00200379. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is possible 
for homeowners on a housing development that has been abandoned by the management com-
pany to receive legal assistance under the Multi-Unit Developments Act; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14209/13]

20/03/2013WRV00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that I am unable to comment on particular cases but I can indicate the following by way of 
general information. 

Section 24 of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 contains provisions for the resolution 
of disputes relating to multi-unit developments. In general, it provides that a person may apply 
to court for an order to enforce any rights conferred or obligations imposed by the Act. The 
court, if satisfied that a right has been infringed or an obligation has not been discharged, may 
make such remedial order as it deems appropriate in the circumstances with a view to ensuring 
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the effective enforcement of the right or the effective discharge of the obligation in respect of 
the development concerned.   However, there is no provision in the Act dealing with legal as-
sistance for unit owners in such proceedings. 

20/03/2013WRV00400Residency Permits

20/03/2013WRV00500380. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if permission will 
be granted to persons (details supplied) in County Kerry to work to support themselves pending 
the outcome of their application to remain in the State; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13616/13]

20/03/2013WRV00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The current position in the 
State of the persons concerned is not such as would enable a request for a temporary stamp to 
allow them to work be accommodated.  I understand from my officials that their application to 
remain in the State will be dealt with shortly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.     

20/03/2013WRV00700Departmental Staff Remuneration

20/03/2013WRV00800381. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a 
request for a calculation of loss of earnings in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal will be provided by the payroll section of his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13653/13]

20/03/2013WRV00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The payroll section of my De-
partment has requested the Garda Authorities to provide information required to calculate the 
loss of earnings for the individual concerned.  The Garda Authorities are collating the informa-
tion and when it is received my Department will calculate the loss of earnings and provide a 
response to the person in question.

20/03/2013WRV01000Garda Deployment

20/03/2013WRV01100382. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way the 
proposed changes to Garda districts will affect the policing arrangements at a station (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; if the two gardaí currently stationed there will remain; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13666/13]

20/03/2013WRV01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner has 
completed a comprehensive review of the district and station network and has set out, in his 
Policing Plan for 2013, a revised District and Station network.

He has informed me that, in relation to the Swinford and Claremorris Districts, these will be 
amalgamated into the new enlarged District of Claremorris. This amalgamation will be imple-
mented during 2013. 
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As a consequence of this amalgamation, the Foxford Garda sub-district, which is currently 
part of the Swinford Garda District, will be amalgamated into the Ballina District. This amal-
gamation will not affect the policing service provided to the community of the Foxford Garda 
sub-district. The policing service in the Foxford sub-district will be augmented on a 24 hour 
basis by personnel assigned to Ballina Garda Station.

20/03/2013WRV01300Garda Station Closures

20/03/2013WRV01400383. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he plans to 
close any further Garda stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13667/13]

20/03/2013WRV01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner’s 
Policing Plan for 2013 sets out details for the closure of 100 Garda stations throughout the 
Country.  96 of these stations have been closed so far this year and the remaining 4 will be 
closed in the coming months.

While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been prepared, I understand, from 
discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the current consolidation process will be largely 
completed by the end of this year and it seems unlikely at this point in time that there will be 
any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.    

20/03/2013WRV01600Naturalisation Applications

20/03/2013WRV01700384. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will expedite 
an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13687/13]

20/03/2013WRV01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my re-
ply to Parliamentary Question No. 90 of Thursday, 14th March 2013. The position remains as 
stated. 

Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 90 of Thursday, 14th March 2013

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a valid appli-
cation for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy 
in February, 2013.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

 As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizenship 
through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.   

 Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.        
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20/03/2013WRV01900Garda Vetting Applications

20/03/2013WRV02000385. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received 
a Garda vetting application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Louth; the date 
on which it was received; when a decision will issue on the application; if he will expedite the 
application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13705/13]

20/03/2013WRV02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that a vetting application on behalf of the person concerned was received by the 
Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) on 28 February 2013. The application is being processed 
and will be returned to the registered organisation once completed.

The Deputy may wish to note that in order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all 
applicants for Garda vetting, the standard procedure is that all applications from no matter what 
organisation are processed in chronological order from their date of receipt. 

20/03/2013WRV02200Garda Forms

20/03/2013WRV02300386. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
C(T)68 form will be updated in view of the fact that it has been reported that An Garda Sío-
chána have described the current form as creating confusion; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13747/13]

20/03/2013WRV02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Garda C(T)68 Form contains a broad range of information in relation to road traffic colli-
sions and the specific items provided for in the Form are determined by the Garda Commis-
sioner.

In this context, I have been informed by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána is 
currently examining the C(T)68 Form and the information captured on it.

20/03/2013WRV02500Road Safety

20/03/2013WRV02600387. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the ongoing use of mobile phones by motorists in view of the fact that the Road Safety Author-
ity states that using a mobile phone makes a driver four times more likely to crash their car; the 
number of drivers that have been caught by An Garda Síochána using their mobile phone while 
driving in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13749/13]

20/03/2013WRV02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner has 
responsibility for roads policing and works in conjunction with the Road Safety Authority and 
other relevant partner agencies and institutions in the development and implementation of the 
actions and initiatives as set out in the Road Safety Strategy.  In that regard, I am assured An 
Garda Síochána continue to focus their enforcement activities on the main causes of death and 
serious injury on our roads.

Driving while holding a mobile phone is a Fixed Charge Penalty Offence and subject to 
ongoing enforcement by the Garda authorities.  I am advised that that members of An Garda 
Síochána carry out regular monitoring to detect breaches across the whole range of road traffic 
and transport legislation, including holding a mobile phone while driving.    
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  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table sets out the total number 
of Fixed Charge Notices issued by An Garda Síochána in the period 2009 to 31 January, 2013 
for the offence of holding a mobile phone while driving.  It should be noted that the figures 
provided are provisional, operational and liable to change.

Year Number of Fixed Charge Notices issued in 
respect of mobile phone offences

2013 (to 31 January) 2,087
2012 30,806
2011 33,422
2010 34,635
2009 35,570

20/03/2013WRV02800Land Registry Fees

20/03/2013WRV02900388. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to consider 
reducing the Land Registry fees for a transfer of properties with nominal value for example 
€100 or less where the amount of land involved is quite small, in cases where people are regu-
larising boundaries in view of the fact that the minimum fee for this with the Land Registry 
office is €400; if he is satisfied that the registration fees should be greater than the actual value 
of the land involved; if he will put transitional fee measures in place for properties that were in 
the process of being sold when the new fees was introduced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13806/13]

20/03/2013WRV03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Land Registry fees, which 
are payable on the registration of transfers on sale, are charged by the Property Registration 
Authority on a scale that is based on the consideration (i.e. price paid), expressed in the Deed. 
In the case of an exchange of land, the registration fee is charged on a scale that is based on the 
amount of money paid in equality of exchange.  In both sales and exchanges of land, the scaled 
registration fee commences at €400. The registration fee for a voluntary transfer is the fixed fee 
of €130.  In the case of a boundary rectification, which is perfected by consent of the affected 
owners, the registration fee would be €40.

Section 21(2) of the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006 provides that registration fees 
shall not be fixed at a level which is less than that sufficient to discharge the operational cost 
and expenses under that Act and the Registration of Title Act 1964.  The current Fees Order, the 
Land Registration Fees Order 2012 (S.I. No. 380 of 2012) came into effect on 1 December 2012 
and sets the fees at the level required to meet this statutory obligation.  All Land Registry fees 
are paid into and disposed of for the benefit of the Exchequer in accordance with the directions 
of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Fees Order sets out the fees payable on the making of an application for registration in 
the Land Registry.  It is the Fees Order, operative on the day of lodgement of the application 
for registration in the Land Registry, that governs the fees payable.  I have already made the 
Land Registration (Fees) (Amendment) Order 2013 (S.I. No. 21 of 2013) which put in place 
transitional arrangements in respect of cases which were first lodged prior to 1 December 2012 
and subsequently rejected by the Land Registry.  The Amendment Order specifically provides 
that any applications, which were lodged prior to 1 December 2012 and subsequently rejected, 
may be relodged prior to 31 December 2013 and will be charged according to the fees that 
were payable immediately prior to the coming into force of the 2012 Fees Order.  There is also 
provision made in the Amendment Order for a limited number of cases, which would have 
been lodged prior to 1 December 2012, were it not for unavoidable delays in retrieving stamp 
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certificates from the Revenue Commissioners.  While I have no plans at this time to make any 
further amendments to the 2012 Fees Order, I will continue to keep this matter under review.

20/03/2013WRV03100Visa Applications

20/03/2013WRV03200389. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will detail the 
number of persons in each year from 2000 to date in 2013, inclusive, who applied for a visitor, 
student or business visa, by visa type who were already in possession of a valid Schengen visa, 
and by nationality if available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13809/13]

20/03/2013WRV03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Information on applicants for 
Irish visas is not recorded in a manner which would allow for the compilation of the detailed 
statistical data requested by the Deputy.  A broad overview of activity across all immigration 
categories, including visas, was set out in my statement of 2nd January, 2013 reviewing Im-
migration in Ireland in 2012.  The statement is available at the following web-address: http://
www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/WP07000084 . 

20/03/2013WRV03400Residency Permits

20/03/2013WRV03500390. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made to date in determination of eligibility for residency/naturalisation in the case of persons 
(details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13759/13]

20/03/2013WRV03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived 
in the State in January 2004 and applied for asylum.  He was deemed not to be a refugee by the 
Refugee Applications Commissioner.  This decision was upheld by the Refugee Appeals Tribu-
nal.  He was subsequently determined not to be eligible for subsidiary protection and following 
consideration of his case under Section 3 of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended, a Deporta-
tion Order was made in respect of him, which was notified to him on 12 September 2011. 

His partner arrived in the State in October 2006 and applied for asylum.  She was deemed 
not to be a refugee by the Refugee Applications Commissioner.  This decision was upheld by 
the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.  She was subsequently determined not to be eligible for subsid-
iary protection and following consideration of her case under Section 3 of the Immigration Act, 
1999, as amended, a Deportation Order was made in respect of her, which was notified to her 
on 12 September 2011.

The couple have two young children, both of whom have made applications for asylum, 
which are currently under consideration by the Refugee Applications Commissioner.

The persons concerned instituted Judicial Review proceedings on 22 September 2011 chal-
lenging the Deportation Orders made in respect of them and accordingly, as the matter is sub 
judice, I do not propose to comment any further, other than to remind the Deputy that I have 
already replied to similar questions about the person concerned on a number of previous occa-
sions. 

I should also remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigra-
tion cases may be made directly to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose.  The service enables up-to-date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more adminis-
tratively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.       
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20/03/2013WRV03700Anti-Social Behaviour

20/03/2013WRV03800391. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will instruct the 
Garda Commissioner to take a zero tolerance approach to anti-social behaviour, drinking alco-
hol in public, begging and theft in O’Connell Street, Dublin, and surrounding streets; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13894/13]

20/03/2013WRV03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the areas referred to are within the Store Street Garda District and that a proac-
tive approach is being applied to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour in these areas with the 
emphasis being placed on known locations associated with this type of behaviour.  Policing 
measures are in place to address difficulties being experienced by local residents and busi-
nesses including the designation of certain areas as hotspots for such criminality with additional 
high-visibility patrols being directed by local Garda management, including regular patrols by 
uniform and plain clothes units, including the Community Policing and Garda Mountain-Bike 
Units, local Detective and Drug Unit personnel, supplemented as required by Divisional Crime 
Task Force and Traffic Corps personnel.

Local Garda management closely monitors such patrols, and other operational strategies in 
place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities in these areas to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

I am also informed that a number of Garda Operations are being conducted in the North In-
ner City which actively combat anti-social behaviour and drug related criminality.

Operation Stilts utilises a high visibility presence to intensively police identified areas in-
cluding O’ Connell Street, Marlborough Street, Talbot Street, North Earl St, Abbey St, Eden 
Quay, the Boardwalk, Wolfe Tone Street, Parnell Street and adjacent side streets by tackling 
rigorously the activities of persons involved in the commission of anti-social behaviour and 
drug use and dealing offences.

Operation Redline, which is carried out by uniformed Gardaí and plain clothes members 
on surveillance duty, targets criminals using the Luas Red Line and supports the Veolia staff 
working on the Red Line.  The purpose of the Operation is to combat public order, drunkenness, 
loitering and thefts from persons on the Luas trams and at Luas stops.  Gardaí at Store Street 
are also engaging with Veolia Transport in relation to recurring anti-social behaviour and Public 
Order issues on Luas trams. Operation Clean Tram is an ongoing operation which deals with 
these issues.

The Garda authorities also engage extensively with local communities, businesses and oth-
ers relevant parties with a view to addressing concerns of this nature.  In particular, local Gar-
da Management in Store Street were part of the multi-stakeholder Strategic Response Group 
(SRG) who issued the report ‘A Better City for all’, and are presently part of the implementa-
tion group which is tasked with implementing the recommendations contained in the report to 
address public substance misuse and perceived anti-social behaviour in Dublin’s City Centre.

I can further assure the Deputies that I am in regular contact with the Garda Commissioner 
about all aspects of policing and community safety with a view to ensuring that the streets of 
our cities and towns are safe for all.   
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20/03/2013WRV04000Garda Vetting Applications

20/03/2013WRV04100392. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
delays currently being experienced with regard to the processing of Garda vetting applications 
for newly trained health care workers which currently stands at 18 weeks in view of the fact 
that this delay is having negative repercussions for both domiciliary home care providers and 
prospective employees who have completed their health care training. [13886/13]

20/03/2013WRV04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): All organisations registered 
with the Garda Central Vetting Unit are aware of the processing time frames for the receipt of 
Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection processes. 
The current average processing time for Garda vetting is approximately 11 weeks.  However, 
particular factors such as seasonal fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information 
in certain cases can result in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.

It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining the 
overall integrity of the vetting system. In that regard, following discussions with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, sanction was recently granted for an additional 25 
staff to be re-deployed from the Department of Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit in 
the near future, which should have a positive impact on processing times. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Garda Central Vetting Unit will become the Na-
tional Vetting Bureau under the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Act 2012 and will have a substantially expanded role under that legislation. I 
am currently engaged with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in addressing the staffing issues relevant to the coming into force of the 2012 Act.     

20/03/2013WRV04300Law Society Complaints Mechanisms

20/03/2013WRV04400393. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
correspondence sent to him by a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; if further regula-
tion or legislation is required to deal with the issue raised; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13949/13]

20/03/2013WRV04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the complaints mechanisms within the Law Society, the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal and the 
Office of the Independent Adjudicator are the main avenues of redress for clients of solicitors 
who allege they have received inadequate professional services. As Minister, I have no power 
to intervene in any decision made by these statutorily independent bodies. The regulatory and 
complaints handling procedures are framed in the Solicitors Acts 1954-2008 and in regulations 
made under those Acts. The legislature has, in its wisdom, to date provided no direct ministerial 
role in the regulation of the legal profession.

Apart from the regulatory framework, the courts are, of course, a key avenue of redress for 
aggrieved clients of solicitors. The courts may indeed in many cases be the most appropriate 
arbitrator in alleged cases of serious negligence and misconduct, but in the instant case that is 
for the person the subject of the Deputy’s question to decide.

As the Deputy will know, I believe improvements can be made to the regulatory regime for 
legal professionals in this country and that less self-regulation and more independent regulation 
will go a long way towards this. To this end, I have published the Legal Services Regulation Bill 
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2011, which I expect to move to Committee Stage later this year.

The Bill was drafted in line with the Programme for Government which undertakes to “…
establish independent regulation of the legal professions to improve access and competition, 
make legal costs more transparent and ensure adequate procedures for addressing consumer 
complaints.”

The Bill has three main pillars of reform:

- a new, independent, Legal Services Regulatory Authority with responsibility for oversight 
of both solicitors and barristers;

- an independent complaints system to deal with complaints about professional misconduct. 
This will provide a first point-of-call for the public, independent of the professional bodies;

- an Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator that will assume the role of the existing Office of 
the Taxing-Master, with enhanced transparency in its functions.

While I, as Minister, am not empowered to intervene directly on anybody’s behalf in the 
matters the Deputy has raised, it is hoped the above information will be of some assistance in 
understanding the current regulatory framework. In the meantime, I will continue to drive the 
Legal Services Regulation Bill towards enactment in order to make the improvements set out 
above.

20/03/2013WRV04600Citizenship Applications

20/03/2013WRV05000394. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has 
taken to introduce transparency in the citizenship process in the three months since the Supreme 
Court decision in the Mallack case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13983/13]

20/03/2013WRV05100395. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has introduced 
any measures in response to the Supreme Court decision in the Mallack case which found a 
lack of transparency in the citizenship application process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13984/13]

20/03/2013WRV05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 394 and 395 together.

At the outset, it is my solemn duty as Minister when deciding whether or not a person is 
granted naturalisation to consider if s/he is of good character. Moreover, that is a statutory obli-
gation for all applicants. This requirement is established by various checks with An Garda Sío-
chána and other agencies as appropriate and as the circumstances of each application warrant it.  

All applications for naturalisation are submitted to me for decision. I make my decision 
in my absolute discretion based on the entirety of the case presented and taking into account 
important considerations such as the integrity of the immigration system, the economic and 
security interests of the State and its international relations. Clearly it is important to ensure 
to the greatest extent possible that only those persons who respect our laws and have not been 
involved in criminal activity or other activities unbecoming of an Irish citizen are granted citi-
zenship.

It should be noted that while the Supreme Court in the judgement referred to by the Deputy 
quashed the Minister’s decision to refuse the naturalisation application in that particular case, 
it went on to say that it is not for the Court to prescribe whether the Minister will give notice of 
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his concerns to the applicant or to disclose information on which they may be based or whether 
the Minister will continue to refuse to disclose reasons for the refusal but to provide justification 
for so doing. 

The implications of the judgement of the Court have been considered in their entirety in 
consultation with the Office of the Attorney General and revised procedures are being put in 
place to provide increased clarity for the very few applicants to whom the judgement applies.

To put this into context, since coming into office I have made decisions on 46,000 applica-
tions of which 43,000 were approved and 2,800 were deemed ineligible or were rejected be-
cause they did not comply with the statutory criteria. Only a very small number of applications 
that were refused fall within the consideration of the judgement in question.      

Finally, it is open to any individual who is not satisfied with a decision to deem their ap-
plication ineligible or a decision to refuse citizenship to lodge a new application for citizenship 
at any time in accordance with the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 
as amended.  

20/03/2013WRV05300Garda Vetting Applications

20/03/2013WRV05400396. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current process-
ing time for Garda vetting applications; the reason this has increased in recent times; when the 
waiting period will be reduced to fours weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14023/13]

20/03/2013WRV05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The current average process-
ing time for Garda vetting  is approximately 11 weeks.  However, seasonal fluctuations and the 
necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can result in this processing 
time being exceeded on occasion. All organisations are aware of the processing time frames 
for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and 
selection processes.

It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining the 
overall integrity of the vetting system. In that regard, following discussions with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, sanction was recently granted for an additional 25 
staff to be re-deployed from the Department of Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit in 
the near future, which should have a positive impact on processing times.

The Deputy may also wish to note that Garda Central Vetting Unit will become the National 
Vetting Bureau under the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable 
Persons) Act 2012 and will have a substantially expanded role under that legislation. I am cur-
rently engaged with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
in addressing the staffing issues relevant to the coming into force of the 2012 Act    

20/03/2013WRW00150Military Neutrality

20/03/2013WRW00200397. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Defence his views on the resilient threat 
management conference on 6 March 2013 which took place under Ireland’s EU presidency; if 
he will reconcile the participation of Irish Defence Forces personnel at such events with Ireland 
position of being a neutral country. [14205/13]

20/03/2013WRW00300Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Resilient Threat Management Confer-
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ence on 6th March, 2013, was organised by the European Defence Agency and in conjunction 
with the Irish Presidency of the European Council.  Ireland has been a member of the European 
Defence Agency since 2004.   The most pertinent issue facing our troops serving on Peace Sup-
port and crisis management operations overseas is Force Protection, and one of the main factors 
considered when undertaking any operation is protection from threats such as snipers, booby 
traps and improvised explosive devices.

We all know the toll caused by Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and homemade ex-
plosives; we know how easy it can be for terrorists to wreak death, havoc and destruction in our 
countries and communities.  We also know there is a need for cooperation and collaboration to 
counter that threat.  

Recent operations have shown that those engaged in hostile terrorist actions are likely to use 
(IEDs) because the materials to assemble them are easy to come by, they are relatively simple to 
construct, they are difficult to combat and, as we have found to our cost, they are devastatingly 
effective.  Indeed, criminals engaged in organised crime are also using IEDs and Pipe Bombs  
in dealing with their adversaries. This is a very worrying development for civil society, which 
brings the threat of IEDs and their carnage ever more on to our streets and into our communi-
ties. 

The aim of the Resilient Threat Management Conference was to create a common under-
standing and appreciation of the challenges posed by IEDs past and present; to establish a 
vision for how the IED threat will be managed in the future; to generate the will to address 
these challenges comprehensively by bringing together international actors from the civil and 
military domain; to spread awareness on future capability requirements and technological op-
portunities and to increase networking within the community.  Therefore, the participation of 
Irish Defence Forces personnel at the Resilient Threat Management Conference, as experts in 
this area, is to be welcomed.  

With expertise gained over several decades in C-IED operations at home and abroad, the 
Irish Defence Forces are acutely aware of the importance of continuing to find ways to reduce 
the effects of IEDs on operations.  C-IED is not just about stopping or neutralising an IED once 
it is already in place, but also about identifying and disrupting the networks that create and initi-
ate IEDs. Understanding the various threat networks at the tactical to strategic levels is vital to 
success in current and future operations where battle lines are no longer linear.

20/03/2013WRW00350Road Traffic Legislation

20/03/2013WRW00400398. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Defence if he will clarify the advice 
given on the way in which blue flashing lights should be used on vehicles by the Civil Defence 
when attending to emergency events on motorways; if he will further clarify regarding the 
implementation of the Road Traffic Act 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13803/13]

20/03/2013WRW00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Circular which issued in January last 
entitled “Guidance on Inter-Agency Co-ordination at Emergency Incidents on Motorways and 
Dual Carriageways” arose out of a high level guidance document being developed by the Na-
tional Steering Group for the Framework for Major Emergency Management in the Department 
of the Environment, Community & Local Government.   The purpose of the Circular was to 
initiate an assessment of the capabilities of Civil Defence at local and regional level to support 
a co-ordinated response to such incidents with a particular emphasis on the provision of emer-
gency welfare for mass strandings of motorists. The Circular did not address the issue of blue 
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lights on vehicles. 

A Circular did issue to local authorities from the former Civil Defence Board in October, 
2012 with regard to Blue Lights on Civil Defence Vehicles.

This Circular pointed out that Statutory Instrument No. 695 of 2011 governs the use of blue 
lights on emergency vehicles.  Civil Defence is currently not included in that Instrument as a 
service permitted to use Blue Lights in the event of emergency response other than in the provi-
sion of an ambulance service.

The Civil Defence Branch of my Department is currently engaging with the appropriate 
authorities in order to resolve this matter.

The implementation of the Road Traffic Act 2010 is a matter for An Garda Siochana. How-
ever, Section 87 paragraph (1) (b) of the said Act, allows for exemptions for vehicles operating 
under the direction of An Garda Siochana.

20/03/2013WRW00550Military Honours

20/03/2013WRW00600399. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Defence if deceased members of the 
Army Reserve are entitled to any form of military honours at their funeral; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13998/13]

20/03/2013WRW00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The relevant Defence Force Regulation 
[A10 (New Series) – Ceremonial and Funerals – Part III, Paragraph 5 (c) and (d)] provides that 
a Military funeral may be accorded to a member of the Reserve Defence Force in the following 
circumstances:   “5. On such occasions as the exigencies of the service allow, and where the 
relatives so desire, a military funeral may be accorded to – 

c) a deceased officer, non-commissioned officer or private of the Reserve Defence Force 
who, at the time of death, was on service in aid to the civil power or was undergoing annual 
training or other full-time military training or instruction or on permanent service;

d) a deceased ex-member of the Permanent Defence Force or of the Reserve Defence Force 
who, at the time of death, was being treated as a free patient in a military hospital (otherwise 
than by direction of the Army Pensions Board);”

Question No. 400 withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRW00850Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRW00900401. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if suckler welfare scheme payment for 2011 has been paid in full in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14098/13]

20/03/2013WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 33 animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme and 41 animals for the 2012 
Scheme.

Payment in full has issued, in 3 instalments on 15th December 2011; 20th February 2012 
and 12th   November 2012, in respect of 32 animals for the 2011 Scheme year.  The 2011 ap-
plication included one set of twins and under the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme only one 
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payment is due in such cases. 

Thus far, it has only been possible to make payment in respect of 4 of the animals for the 
2012 Scheme year. The Terms and Conditions of the Scheme require that applicants undertake 
to carry out, and notify to my Department, measures in relation to all beef breed animals in the 
herd. Payment cannot be considered for any of the remaining animals until the required data in 
relation to the measures carried out is received and found to be in order. A number of official 
forms have been issued to the applicant for his 2012 born animals, but all of the required infor-
mation has not been received. My Department has now issued a further form to the applicant to 
enable him to submit the required data.

20/03/2013WRW01050Rural Environment Protection Scheme Appeals

20/03/2013WRW01100402. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been made on a review of 2011 REP scheme payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14102/13]

20/03/2013WRW01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in May 2008 and received payments for the first five years of their 
contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  Following an on-farm Inspection in October 2010 
a 50% penalty was imposed for failure ‘to fence a watercourse’   in accordance with Measure 
3 (the Protection and Maintenance of Watercourses, Waterbodies and Wells) of the terms and 
condition of the Rural Environment Protection Scheme.  There is no record of an appeal having 
being received by my Department. However if the person named has evidence of the submis-
sion of an appeal my Department will pursue the matter.

20/03/2013WRW01250Grant Aid

20/03/2013WRW01300403. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a new farm grants scheme to assist farmers who need to carry out drainage 
works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14109/13]

20/03/2013WRW01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have no 
plans at present to introduce a grant scheme to assist farmers who wish to carry out drainage 
works on their land.

20/03/2013WRW01450Suckler Welfare Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRW01500404. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo has been withdrawn from the suckler welfare 
scheme. [14118/13]

20/03/2013WRW01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 11 animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme. The Terms and Conditions 
of the Scheme require that applicants undertake to carry out and notify to my Department the 
requisite measures for the full 5 year duration of this Scheme. In August 2011, applicants were 
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informed of the requirement to notify the details of such measures within one year from the date 
of birth of the animal.

The onus lies with the applicant to ensure that all data is submitted within the specified time-
frame.  In this particular instance, all 11 animals were born between March and June 2011 and 
data in relation to the weaning of these animals has not been received to date. 

If the applicant wishes to seek a review of the decision, he should write to the Review Of-
ficer, Suckler Welfare Scheme, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Government 
Offices, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, setting out the circumstances for the non-submission of the re-
quired data and provide any supporting information and evidence. 

20/03/2013WRW01650Departmental Funding

20/03/2013WRW01700405. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding available for land owners, through the rural development fund, arising from restrictions 
relating to special protection areas and special areas of conservation; if this funding is available 
to land owners at a location (details supplied) who are currently unable to proceed with affor-
estation due to restrictions associated with the hen harrier; to whom applications for compensa-
tion may be submitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14139/13]

20/03/2013WRW01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The imple-
mentation of the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, under which Special Protection 
Areas (SPA’s) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s) are designated, is a matter in the first 
instance for the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Farmers can be compensated under the Natura 2000 Measure of Ireland’s Rural Develop-
ment Plan 2006 – 2013 for farming restrictions related SAC and SPA designation of farmland.  

Natura 2000 payments are delivered through the Rural Environment Protection Scheme, 
and more recently through it’s successor the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS).  The 
Natura payment rate under AEOS is €75 per hectare subject to an overall maximum farmer 
payment of €5,000 per calendar year in AEOS 1 and €4,000 per calendar year in AEOS 2 and 
AEOS 3.

20/03/2013WRW01850Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

20/03/2013WRW01900406. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received their area based payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14159/13]

20/03/2013WRW02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases were impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units 
per forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  

The applicant subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee, which requested additional information.  This information was sup-
plied by the applicant and has been submitted to the DAS Appeals Committee. The person 
named will be notified of the outcome, in writing, once the process is completed.
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20/03/2013WRW02050Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRW02100407. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a penalty of €1,801.68 was put against a single farm payment in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14171/13]

20/03/2013WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The inspec-
tion process identified an over claim of 5.6 hectares in this case.   Where an over claim of great-
er than 3% but less than 20% is identified, as was the case here, the governing EU Regulations 
require that a penalty of twice the difference between the area claimed and that found must be 
applied.  In this case, a deduction of €1801.47 resulted.

My Department understands that the applicant intends to lodge an appeal, which, when re-
ceived, will be examined and the case reviewed.

20/03/2013WRW02250Beef Industry

20/03/2013WRW02300408. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the current state of the beef industry here; the analysis that his Department has car-
ried out on viability at farm gate level for suckler farmers including any analysis done on the 
per annum cost involved of keeping suckler cows; the way he proposes to sustain suckler cow 
numbers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14172/13]

20/03/2013WRW02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The situation 
in the Irish beef sector is encouraging. Prices for cattle have been increasing recently, with a 
base payment of €4.35 per kg being quoted last week by factories and Bord Bia quality assured 
cattle also finding a ready market at present. 

On the export front, there is strong demand from customers in our main markets (UK, 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain etc.) which is underpinning the current high beef prices to Irish 
farmers. In 2012, beef exports amounted to €1.9 billion, an increase of 2% over the previous 
year.

The long term sustainability of the Suckler herd will depend on market prices for beef. The 
current strong prices for both store cattle and finished animals will help increase profitability in 
2013 for Suckler cow farmers. In Europe beef supplies remain tight, with beef production down 
2.7% in 2012 and due to contract by a further 0.5% in 2013. I am confident that, with these high 
prices, the viability of the National suckler herd is secure.

With regard to the viability at farm gate level for suckler farmers Teagasc undertakes in-
come analysis at farm level and publishes the results under their National Farm Survey (NSF) 
series.  In 2011 the average direct cost of production per hectare for Single Suckling enterprises 
ranged from €350 per hectare on those farms with the lowest average gross margin to €463 per 
hectare on the most profitable farms. 

There was considerably more variability in the average gross output between the least prof-
itable and most profitable farms. The most profitable third of Single Suckling farms earned an 
average gross output of €1,013 per hectare compared with an average gross output of €451 per 
hectare on the least profitable one third of Single Suckling enterprises. This variability in aver-
age gross output is in large part due to the higher average stocking on the more profitable farms. 
These farms had an average stocking rate of 1.57 livestock units (LU) per hectare compared 
with only 1.03 LU per hectare for those farms with the lowest profitability.
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Notwithstanding the ongoing consolidation of the public finances my Department and the 
agencies under its remit have continued to provide an array of financial and infrastructural sup-
ports to underpin production in this sector. These include initiatives such as the Beef Technol-
ogy Adoption Programme (BTAP), which is designed to equip beef farmers with the knowledge 
to improve efficiency at farm level. Some €4.5 million was paid in 2012 to 4,800 farmers under 
the programme. 

Other supports include the establishment of the Beef Data Programme for which €10 mil-
lion has been allocated in 2013. The new programme will assist farmers in improving the ge-
netic quality of Irish cattle and will maintain the data flow into ICBF in order to build further 
knowledge and more rapid progress in breeding and ultimately in profitability for farmers. In 
addition my Department continues to support the work of ICBF in improving genetic quality in 
the beef herd. On the advisory side Teagasc provides a best practice model for suckler farmers 
with the expanded BETTER Beef Farm Programme.

My Department and its agencies will continue to make every effort to assist farmers, includ-
ing suckler farmers, to improve their farming and income situation in 2013.

20/03/2013WRW02450Agriculture Schemes Penalties

20/03/2013WRW02500409. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline specifically the penalty being imposed by his Department on a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork arising from an alleged non-compliance with single farm payment 
regulations; if he will quantify the exact financial penalty being imposed; the amount of this 
that has been recouped to date; the impact that it has on various entitlements including REP 
scheme, suckler cow, and disadvantaged area payment; if an administrative penalty is also be-
ing imposed in this case; and if in view of the scale of the penalty involved his Department is 
open to considering a reduced fine or easy payment system in this case [14176/13]

20/03/2013WRW02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to 
comply with EU requirements, the application was one of a number selected for inspection. 
This inspection resulted in findings of an over-declaration in area of over 50% under the Single 
Payment Scheme, which, under the terms and conditions of the Scheme, resulted in no payment 
being due. The amount of this payment would have been €6,016.05. In addition, due to the 
level of the over-declaration found, an administrative fine of €2,508.14 must be offset against 
any EU payments due to the applicant during the course of the next three calendar years, i.e. 
2013 to 2015, with any outstanding balance at the end of this three year period being cancelled. 
Recoupment of monies resulting from the application of administrative fines is governed by EU 
legislation and my Department cannot deviate from these requirements.             

As regards the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, the inspection findings resulted in an over-
declaration in area of 24.04%, which under the terms and conditions of the scheme resulted in 
no payment being due. The amount of this payment would have been €3,400.85. 

In relation to the Grassland Sheep Scheme, the over-declaration in area did not result in the 
application of a reduction in payment or an administrative fine. Furthermore, as the Suckler 
Welfare Scheme is not an area-based scheme, the inspection findings have no impact.

The applicant was advised, by letter dated 18th January 2013, of the outcome of a review of 
the original inspection findings, which was to uphold the original decision. The applicant was 
also advised of the right to appeal the outcome of the review to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office, within 3 months of the date of the review letter. To date the applicant has not 
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initiated this appeal process.

The person named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first 
four years of their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is 
subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check, an area dis-
crepancy was discovered between the Single Farm Payment Scheme application for 2012 and 
the REPS Agri-Environmental Plan which has resulted in the need for further clarification.  This 
issue is currently being investigated with the intention of an early resolution.

20/03/2013WRW02650Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRW02700410. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment will issue in relation to area based compensation for 2012 in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14196/13]

20/03/2013WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per 
forage hectare in 2011. This application has been recently finalised following resolution of out-
standing matters relating to the Agri Environment Scheme restrictions on the holding.  Payment 
will shortly issue to the nominated bank account.

20/03/2013WRW02850Food Safety Authority Investigations

20/03/2013WRW02900411. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide a full update on the investigation into the contamination of the food chain 
by horsemeat products; the steps he has taken to address the alleged illegal trade in and slaugh-
tering of horses here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14198/13]

20/03/2013WRW03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I refer the 
Deputy to my Dáil statement of 14th March and the report which I released on the same day on 
the ‘Equine DNA and Mislabelling of Processed Beef Investigation’. That report provides a full 
update on the investigation into this matter and outlines the conclusions and recommendations 
which can now be drawn. 

20/03/2013WRW03050Bord na gCon Expenditure

20/03/2013WRW03100412. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason the audited accounts for 2011 of the Irish Greyhound Board have not yet been laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas; if this has been caused by queries from the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14233/13]

20/03/2013WRW03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 2011 
audited annual report and accounts of Bord na gCon have not been laid before both Houses of 
the Oireachtas as yet because they only reached my Department yesterday. I have to refer the 
Deputy to Bord na gCon if he wishes to learn the reasons for the delay. 
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The 2011 annual report and accounts will now be considered in detail and will be laid before 
both Houses at the earliest opportunity.

20/03/2013WRW03250Bord na gCon Remit

20/03/2013WRW03300413. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
any complaints were made to his Department since March 2011 in relation to corporate gover-
nance issues in the Irish Greyhound Board; if any concerns were raised with his Department in 
relation to the enforcement of regulations by the Board; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14234/13]

20/03/2013WRW03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord na 
gCon is a commercial state body, established in 1958, under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, 
chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  The 
Board has wide powers to regulate all aspects of greyhound racing.

The Board of Bord na gCon, comprising of seven members - a Chairman and six ordinary 
members, is responsible for leading and directing the activities of the organisation. Bord na 
gCon is required to act in accordance with it’s statutory obligations, the Code of Practice for 
the Governance of State Bodies and any other directives issued by Government or by my De-
partment. Each year the Chairman of Bord na gCon provides me with a comprehensive report 
covering a range of governance issues in accordance with the requirements set out in the Code 
of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. Bord na gCon is audited by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General, it also has an Internal Auditor and an Internal Audit Committee. Officials 
from my Department meet with Bord na gCon bi-annually to consider issues of mutual interest, 
including corporate governance. 

Concerns have been relayed to my Department regarding the matters raised by the Deputy. 
The concerns raised were principally operational matters within the competence and the re-
sponsibility of the Board. Accordingly, where appropriate, officials within my Department re-
ferred such concerns on to Bord na gCon for consideration, or, advised the complainant that 
the matters were proper to Bord na gCon, or, obtained clarification from Bord na gCon and 
conveyed the response to the complainant.

20/03/2013WRW03450Single Payment Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRW03500414. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce measures to compel farmers to fence and secure boundaries of private lands 
from commonage areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13628/13]

20/03/2013WRW03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Insofar as 
participants in the Single Payment Scheme are concerned, the Terms and Conditions of the 
Scheme include the following provision in relation to fencing: 
“There must be appropriate fencing for the farming enterprise. Appropriate fencing means stock proof fencing that will control the applicant’s animals and also the neighbouring farmer’s animals. In mountain/hill areas this generally means sheep fencing”.   

  Inspections conducted by my Department in the context of this Scheme have regard to 
compliance with all such Terms and Conditions.  

20/03/2013WRX00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

20/03/2013WRX00200415. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the outcome of an appeal under the disadvantaged area scheme in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13671/13]

20/03/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per 
forage hectare in 2011 and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  Howev-
er, my Department has now been in direct contact with the applicant in relation to the additional 
sheep referred to and has requested submission of the applicant’s Flock Register. Once this has 
been received, the case can be progressed.

20/03/2013WRX00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX00400416. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
an agri-environment option scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13688/13]

20/03/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 28 November 2012.  The initial processing of the applications has been com-
pleted and acknowledgement letters have issued to all applicants. The detailed actions listed in 
each application are currently being recorded and all applications will be ranked and selected 
according to the predetermined selection criteria. This process is expected to take a number of 
weeks and letters will issue to all applicants informing them of the outcome of the selection 
process in due course. In the event that any queries arise on the application of the person named 
during this process officials in my Department will be in direct contact with the person named.

20/03/2013WRX00550Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

20/03/2013WRX00600417. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will produce a cost benefit analysis on the sale of Coillte’s harvesting rights; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13715/13]

20/03/2013WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government’s decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be 
considered for sale, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its NewERA Unit, has 
been actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my 
Department to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction.  Substan-
tial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, the 
determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the 
proposed sale of the harvesting rights.

As part of the process, a number of detailed financial, technical and other specialist reports 
were prepared for Coillte, by external specialist consultancy bodies, in full consultation with 
the Board of Coillte and its executive management.  As Coillte is a commercial company trad-
ing in a competitive environment, matters relating to the performance of its various businesses 
and its portfolio are commercially sensitive, and it is therefore not appropriate, at this point in 
time, to make public the analysis conducted to date.  The outcome of the overall analysis will 
be considered by the Government upon its conclusion; no decision has been taken as yet.
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20/03/2013WRX00750Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX00800418. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a rural environment protection scheme payment will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13708/13]

20/03/2013WRX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in December 2007 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check an 
area discrepancy was discovered between the Single Farm Payment Scheme application for 
2012 and the REPS Agri-Environmental Plan which has resulted in the need for further clarifi-
cation.  This issue is currently being investigated with the intention of an early resolution and 
payment in respect of 2012.

20/03/2013WRX00950Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

20/03/2013WRX01000419. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
policy on the re-distribution of single farm payment proposals from the European Commission 
for period 2014/2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13726/13]

20/03/2013WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Com-
mission has proposed moving to a flat-rate payments system. This would, in the case of several 
Member States (including Ireland), result in significant transfers between farmers.  I believe 
there is a need for redistribution but I am concerned that moving to a flat rate as proposed would 
be harmful for the Irish agricultural sector and the Food Harvest 2020 strategy.  Other Member 
States, such as the newer Member States are seeking alternative solutions, while others still are 
happy with the flat rate system.  The February Council of EU Agriculture Ministers meeting 
broadly endorsed a package of measures that I tabled aimed at achieving a compromise on this 
very difficult issue. The package included the option to take a more flexible approach to dis-
tribution, the so-called ‘approximation’ model favoured by Ireland. This would result in a less 
radical level of redistribution between farmers, moving gradually towards but not all the way 
to, a flat rate. 

As part of a set of proposals giving flexibility to Member States, I have proposed that Mem-
ber States should be allowed to introduce a minimum payment per hectare if they wish, but 
some others have suggested that this should be mandatory.  Under the Commission proposal, 
€280m would be transferred between farmers. Under the Irish proposal, a minimum of €74m 
would be transferred, with flexibility to transfer more if we wished to do so. There will be those 
who gain and those who lose with either approach but I am working to ensure that those on 
historically lower payments are adequately supported and those on the very highest payments 
contribute the most towards redistribution. The key will be to reach a fair compromise, which 
levels the playing field without putting productive farmers out of business.  As is the case with 
any negotiation, the final position will be somewhere in between my approach and that of the 
Commission. I am fighting to ensure that the best possible outcome for all farmers is reached, 
in a balanced and fair way.

20/03/2013WRX01150Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX01200420. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number and percentage of the total single farm payment entitlements that have been traded as 
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commodities during the period 2007-13 without being linked to land ownership; and the legal 
position on such entitlements from the period 2014 onwards [13727/13]

20/03/2013WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
number of entitlements transferred by sale without land during the 2007 to 2012 scheme years 
is 132,525. This represents 3.08% of the total number of entitlements held by all farmers. This 
figure includes entitlements that have been transferred by sale more than once in this same 
period.  Under the Commission proposal, for those member states like Ireland currently apply-
ing the historic model, existing payment entitlements will expire and new entitlements will be 
allocated to qualifying farmers in the first year of the new regime.

20/03/2013WRX01350Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX01400421. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when REP scheme payment for 2012 will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13742/13]

20/03/2013WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2008 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed 
for 2012 in this case and the 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €3,034.99 issued for payment 
on 15 March 2013. The remaining 25% Year 4 balancing payment will issue shortly.

20/03/2013WRX01550Suckler Welfare Scheme Eligibility

20/03/2013WRX01600422. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo has been withdrawn from the suckler 
welfare scheme; the steps open to them to get back onto the scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13762/13]

20/03/2013WRX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 10 animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme. The Terms and Conditions 
of the Scheme require that applicants undertake to carry out and notify to my Department the 
requisite measures for the full 5 year duration of this Scheme. In August 2011, applicants were 
informed of the requirement to notify the details of such measures within one year from the 
date of birth of the animal.  In this particular instance, all 11 animals were born between March 
and April 2011 and data in relation to the weaning of these animals has not been received to 
date. Therefore, the applicant is no longer considered to be participating in the Scheme and a 
letter issued to this effect.  If the applicant wishes the decision to be reviewed an application 
should be submitted in writing to the Review Officer, Suckler Welfare Scheme, Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Government Offices, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, setting out the 
circumstances of his case and provide any supporting information and evidence.

20/03/2013WRX01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX01800423. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) will receive their agri-environment option scheme 1 payment; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13829/13]

20/03/2013WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €833.32 and €4,999.99 issued in respect of 
2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  The 
application was also selected for a Cross Compliance inspection which resulted in a penalty 
of 1% being imposed.  Officials in my Department are finalising the application of the person 
named on this basis with the intention of issuing payment for the 2012 scheme year as soon as 
possible.

20/03/2013WRX01950Departmental Offices

20/03/2013WRX02000424. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans, if any, to close his Department’s public office in Roscommon town; the cost of any re-
location and refurbishment of alternative office accommodation at the alternative location; the 
current number of inquiries dealt with by the office on an annual basis; the location the alterna-
tive public office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13830/13]

20/03/2013WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has no proposals to close its office in Roscommon or any other of its Regional Offices 
throughout the country.  However, in the light of a recent review of Regional Office operations, 
I am strongly of the view that significant efficiencies and cost savings can be made by central-
ising in one or possibly two locations the administrative support available to the veterinary, 
technical and professional staff in those Offices.  I am also strongly of the view that these ef-
ficiencies can be achieved without any diminution in the level of services normally available 
to farmers.

This process has commenced with the transfer of administrative functions for the Clonakilty 
office to Cork city and the transfer of administrative functions for the Limerick DVO office to 
Naas.  Arrangements are also in train to transfer the administrative functions out of the Tipper-
ary regional office.  In each case, the veterinary, professional and technical services available to 
farmers from these offices have remained in situ.  The centralisation of administrative functions 
in other regional offices including Roscommon will be considered in light of the availability of 
opportunities to redeploy the staff concerned to support other critical public services.

20/03/2013WRX02150Single Payment Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX02200425. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when full payment of the single farm payment for 2012 will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13834/13]

20/03/2013WRX02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The advance 
of the Single Farm Payment due to the person named was issued on 16 October 2012 to the 
nominated bank account. The full outstanding balancing payment issued on 3 December 2012.

20/03/2013WRX02350Aquaculture Licences

20/03/2013WRX02400426. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
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on correspondence (details supplied) regarding salmon farming; when a final decision will be 
made regarding the proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13872/13]

20/03/2013WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara (BIM) has submitted an application to my Department for an Aquaculture and a 
Foreshore Licence for the cultivation of Finfish near Inis Oirr in Galway Bay.  An application 
by Marine Harvest (Ireland) for an aquaculture and Foreshore Licence for the cultivation of 
Finfish at a site in Bantry Bay has also been received by my Department.  These applications 
and their accompanying Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are currently being considered 
in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and the 1933 Fore-
shore Act as amended.  

The legislation provides for extensive consultation with stakeholders, including Inland Fish-
eries Ireland, which has responsibility for wild salmon stocks.  The legislation also provides for 
a period of general public consultation. The public consultation stage of the process in respect 
of both applications is now complete and submissions received are under active consideration 
by my Department.  All matters associated with the applications including the impact, if any, on 
wild salmon stocks, will be given very careful consideration by my Department.  It would not 
be appropriate for me to comment further on these applications which are  under active consid-
eration as part of a statutory process.

  Question No. 427 withdrawn.

20/03/2013WRX02650Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX02700428. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo will receive the agri environment option scheme 
payment and the BTAP payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13899/13]

20/03/2013WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from 1 December 2010 and full payments totalling €219.20 and €2,630.48 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other 
area-based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks 
with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. 
These checks have been successfully completed in respect of 2012 and full payment totalling 
€2,630.48 has issued to the person named – 75% payment issued on 28 November 2012 and 
the balancing 25% payment issued on 13 December 2012.  Payment in respect of satisfactory 
participation by the person named in the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme is due to 
issue shortly to the nominated bank account.

20/03/2013WRX02850Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

20/03/2013WRX02900429. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion regarding an agri-environment option scheme application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13922/13]

20/03/2013WRX03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion under the Agri-Environment Options Scheme from the person named was received in my 
Department on 27 November 2012.  The initial processing of the applications has been com-
pleted and acknowledgement letters have issued to all applicants. The detailed actions listed in 
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each application are currently being recorded and all applications will be ranked and selected 
according to the predetermined selection criteria. This process is expected to take a number of 
weeks and letters will issue to all applicants informing them of the outcome of the selection 
process in due course. In the event that any queries arise on the application of the person named 
during this process officials in my Department will be in direct contact with the person named.

20/03/2013WRX03050Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX03100430. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2012 area aid payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13904/13]

20/03/2013WRX03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Final pro-
cessing of this application has recently been completed and payment issued to the nominated 
bank account on 14 March, 2013.

20/03/2013WRX03250Afforestation Programme

20/03/2013WRX03300431. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the consideration being given to forest replanting at sites when harvesting rights may be sold as 
proposed by the Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13941/13]

20/03/2013WRX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government’s decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be 
considered for sale, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its NewERA Unit, has 
been actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my 
Department to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction.  Substan-
tial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets involved, the 
determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated with the 
proposed sale of the harvesting rights. I wish to stress that it is a concession for the harvesting 
rights which is being considered for sale.  In order to preserve the forest estate, my Depart-
ment’s long-standing policy is that replanting should take place following harvesting apart from 
exceptional circumstances.  The replanting obligation is one of the issues that have been identi-
fied in relation to the possible harvesting rights concession. While the consideration process is 
at an advanced stage, no decision has been taken, as yet.

20/03/2013WRX03450Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRX03500432. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a REP scheme 4 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13908/13]

20/03/2013WRX03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2008 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed 
for 2012 in this case and the 75% Year 4 payment amounting to €6,868.09 issued for payment 
on 13 March 2013. The remaining 25% Year 4 balancing payment will issue shortly.
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20/03/2013WRY00200Coillte Teoranta Harvesting Rights Sale

20/03/2013WRY00300433. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will confirm, with respect to the proposed sale of harvesting rights at Coillte forests, 
the detailed measures that will be proposed to ensure that public roads and service roads are 
maintained; if there will be an additional cost to the State in respect of same; if a levy is being 
considered for the private operators of logging vehicles to ensure road maintenance is kept up; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13960/13]

20/03/2013WRY00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Further to 
the Government’s decision that a concession for the harvesting rights to Coillte’s forests be 
considered for sale, the National Treasury Management Agency, via its NewERA Unit, has 
been actively engaged with Coillte, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my 
Department to examine the financial and other implications of a potential transaction. 

Substantial work has been undertaken to date on the identification of the forestry assets in-
volved, the determination of their value and the consideration of a number of issues associated 
with the proposed sale of the harvesting rights. 

In relation to the maintenance of public and service roads, a reference to the investment 
currently made by Coillte in upgrading forest roads was noted in the report, “Assessment of the 
Consequences of the proposed Sale of Coillte’s Timber Harvesting Rights – 10 January 2013  ” 
by Peter Bacon and Associates, commissioned by IMPACT.  A copy of the report was received 
by NewERA, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and my Department at the end 
of January 2013. The report and its findings are currently being analysed as part of the ongoing 
consideration process.  The outcome of the overall analysis will be considered by the Govern-
ment upon its conclusion; no decision has been taken as yet. 

It should, however, be noted that the consideration of issues in relation to the sourcing of 
funding for maintenance of local roads is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport.

20/03/2013WRY00500Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/03/2013WRY00600434. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Monaghan will receive their agri-environment op-
tion scheme payment for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13965/13]

20/03/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1st   September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €1,142.06 in respect of 
2011.  

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must be 
completed before any payment can issue.  Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are 
subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verification of capital in-
vestments through checks on receipts.  During the course of these checks a query was identified 
in relation to the reference area on the Wild Bird Cover action.  My Department is arranging 
for a ground measurement to be carried out to resolve this issue and once resolved, the appli-
cation will be further processed with the intention of issuing payment for 2012 at the earliest 
opportunity. 
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20/03/2013WRY00800Common Agricultural Policy Expenditure

20/03/2013WRY00900435. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the percentage from every €1,000 we received in funding from the EU under Pillar 1 and Pillar 
2 of CAP funding that is attributed to administration costs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13997/13]

20/03/2013WRY01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): None of the 
EU funding or co-funding received under Pillar 1 or Pillar is spent on the Department’s admin-
istration costs.  All such costs are borne by the Exchequer through the Administrative Budget 
allocation in the Department’s annual Vote. 

In the case of the LEADER programme which is implemented by the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local Government and which is co-funded by the EU under Pil-
lar 2, up to 20% of the funding allocated to the approved local action groups may be spent on 
their administration costs. 

20/03/2013WRY01100Beef Technology Adoption Programme

20/03/2013WRY01200436. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount paid out in the beef discussion group in 2012; the number of persons who joined it 
this year; and the number of persons who joined the sheep discussion group this year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13982/13]

20/03/2013WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A total of 
€4,448,325 was paid out under the 2012 Beef Technology Adoption Programme (BTAP). This 
was distributed between 4,809 participants.

Approximately 7,500 persons have applied to join the BTAP for 2013. These applications 
are subject to validation against the terms and conditions of the scheme.

Approximately 4,900 applications have been received under the Sheep Technology Adop-
tion Programme (STAP). Again, these applications are subject to validation against the terms 
and conditions of the scheme.

20/03/2013WRY01400Fish Quotas

20/03/2013WRY01500437. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 536 of 12 March 2013, if he will update Dáil Éireann on the 
deliberations of the monthly stakeholder meeting with respect to the proposal to allocate extra 
herring quota for herring in Area VIa to boats of less than 15 metres in length. [13988/13]

20/03/2013WRY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Each month 
I am advised on quota management arrangements by the Whitefish Quota Management Advi-
sory Committee which comprises representatives of the Irish fishing industry, the Sea Fisheries 
Protection Authority and the Department.  Industry representatives make recommendations to 
me in relation to the quota to be allocated in the coming month for whitefish and some pelagic 
fisheries, including the small vessel herring fishery in Area Vla.

A meeting of the Committee was held this morning (20th March 2013).  I will review the 
recommendations of that Committee and make a decision in relation to the April quotas in ac-
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cordance with Section 12 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006. In the days 
following my decision the Fishery Management Notices giving legal effect to the decision will 
be published in full in Irish Oifigiúl.   I understand that the recommendation of the fishing in-
dustry on the Committee today is that the herring fishery in Area VIa South should be closed 
for conservation reasons during the summer months, including for under 20m vessels.  The 
industry were made aware of the requests from smaller vessels for access to this fishery and 
have indicated that they will be recommending a fishery for the autumn, from the beginning of 
September.   I am supportive of the implementation of measures that help protect and rebuild 
this herring stock, which is regarded by scientists as over exploited and in need of rebuilding.

 I will consider the views of industry for this fishery before making a decision on arrange-
ments.  

20/03/2013WRY01700Renewable Energy Generation

20/03/2013WRY01800438. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has investigated the economics of growing miscanthus by farmers as an energy crop; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14088/13]

20/03/2013WRY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy 
will be aware that Teagasc, as part of its statutory remit, provides advice in agriculture matters, 
and this includes advice relating to research and innovation in the agriculture sector. 

Teagasc has been carrying out long-established research into energy crops at its Crops Re-
search Centre, Oak Park. Best Practice Guidelines have been produced for both miscanthus and 
willow, and were first published by Teagasc in 2007. Subsequently, Teagasc and its counterpart 
in Northern Ireland - the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI) – jointly published best 
practice guidelines in 2010 (updated in 2011).  These guidelines are reviewed and updated as 
appropriate in the light of new research as it emerges.  The guidelines include a section on the 
economics and market returns associated with the crops, including a table of payback calcula-
tions over 20 years.  In calculating the payback in respect of miscanthus, consideration is given 
to factors such as yield, price per tonne, bank interest, inflation, the crop establishment cost and 
the benefit of the grant-aid available under my Department’s Bioenergy Scheme.  

A copy of the Best Practice Guidelines is made available as part of the information offered 
to potential applicants under the Bioenergy Scheme and may also be found on my Department’s 
website at (http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ruralenvironment/climatechangebioenergybiodiver-
sity/bioenergy/bioenergyscheme/ ). 

The Bioenergy Scheme Terms and Conditions advises potential applicants to obtain inde-
pendent technical advice as to the suitability of their land for planting willow and miscanthus 
crops and as to the necessary husbandry, particularly weed control, and management require-
ments for optimum establishment.

The returns that can be achieved from energy crops may be significantly influenced by the 
location of the crop relative to the market.  As the energy crops industry is still relatively young, 
the supply/demand situation is constantly evolving, and this can influence the economics of 
growing biomass crops for early adopters. 

An Excel calculator for energy crops, which provides details of the economic returns over 
the lifetime of the crop, is available at Teagasc offices throughout the country.  This is a use-
ful tool to help inform potential applicants in the decision making process when considering 
whether to plant energy crops.
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20/03/2013WRY02000Foreign Adoptions

20/03/2013WRY02100439. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
explain the distinction between a Hague convention and a Hague standard in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; the number of Irish couples with pre-Hague section 63 
declarations who have adopted children from Russia since the Hague concord; the reason a hold 
has been placed on registering adoptions from Russia; if she will advise the family on the way 
they should now approach the matter; and if she will acknowledge that the couple acted to-date 
in good faith; [14119/13]

20/03/2013WRY02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Adoption 
Act 2010 provides for inter country adoption between countries that have ratified the Hague 
Convention or between countries with whom Ireland has a bilateral agreement under Section 
73 of the Adoption Act 2010. Section 63 of the Act provides for transitionary arrangements for 
people who held valid declarations prior to the commencement of the 2010 Act, allowing an 
adoption to proceed in a non-Hague Convention state ‘that, in the opinion of the Authority, ap-
plied standards regarding the adoption concerned that accord with those in the Hague Conven-
tion

The Authority advises that a question has arisen with regard to the interpretation of Section 
63. Therefore the Board recently adjourned making a decision on a small number of applica-
tions for an entry in the Register of Intercountry Adoptions. The Board is currently seeking 
advice from its legal advisors.  

The Board recognised 124 adoption from Russia in 2011 and 51 in 2012 and 3 to date in 
2013.

The Deputy may be aware that I recently travelled to Moscow, accompanied by Dr Geof-
frey Shannon, Chair of the Adoption Authority of Ireland, in order to discuss at a diplomatic 
level issues in relation to the potential for a bilateral agreement with Russia.  During my visit I 
met with my counter part, Minister Dmitry Livanov, Minister of Education and Science of the 
Russian Federation. This meeting was productive and allowed for an exchange of views on the 
possibility of Ireland entering into a bilateral agreement on intercountry adoption with Russia. 

The Russian authorities acknowledged the satisfactory outcomes for Russian children ad-
opted in Ireland and expressed a willingness to conclude an agreement with Ireland which will 
be subject to the approval of the Russian parliament. My Department, together with the AAI, 
will continue efforts to develop proposals in this regard with a view to a possible visit by Rus-
sian officials to Ireland in the coming months.  

20/03/2013WRY02300Youth Services

20/03/2013WRY02400440. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the total 
funds paid by her Department and its predecessors for the years 2008 to 2013, inclusive, un-
der the headings, special projects for youth, youth information projects, youth service grants 
scheme, young peoples facilities and services fund 1, young peoples facilities and services fund 
2 and any other payments to youth organisations or associated organisations not covered in the 
schemes above; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14213/13]

20/03/2013WRY02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
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tary youth sector. These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local  
Drug Task Force Projects. 

Funding of €53.173m has been provided to my Department for the provision of youth ser-
vices in 2013. Of this total funding, €1.75 has been provided in a new capital funding pro-
gramme for 2013.  

Details of the funding allocated in the years 2008 to 2013 are currently being collated within 
my Department and will issue directly to the Deputy.

In addition, a total of €2.2m has been allocated by my Department to support the provision 
of youth cafés, to date. The first tranche of funding was provided over 2010-11 under a dedi-
cated competitive scheme operated for the Department by Pobal.

An additional €200,000 was made available by my Department in December 2011 to sup-
port a further 18 youth projects in providing or maintaining youth cafés facilities.  Capital fund-
ing of €0.5m was also allocated for the provision of Youth Cafés in 2012.

The Department estimates that between 75-100 youth café facilities now operate across the 
State.

Details of the criteria for the 2013 capital funding of €1m to support youth cafés were an-
nounced by my Department last week and are available on the Department’s website. 

20/03/2013WRY02600Child Care Services

20/03/2013WRY02700441. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
provide an estimate by county of the number of unregulated child care providers; the measures 
being taken to address this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13621/13]

20/03/2013WRY02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Pre-school ser-
vices, which includes childminding services, in Ireland are governed by Part VII of the Child 
Care Act 1991 and by the Child Care (Pre-School Services) (No 2) Regulations 2006. 

Section 51 of the Child Care Act 1991 outlines the category of childcare providers that must 
notify their service to the HSE and that are subject to the  Regulations and to inspection. Section 
58 of the Act  provides for exemptions for certain categories of childminders from the provi-
sions of Section 51 and the services exempted under this section are not required to give notice 
to the HSE of their service. 

Childminders who are not subject to the requirement to notify are, however, encouraged 
to voluntarily notify their service to their local City or County Childcare Committee which 
provides a range of supports to enable them to improve the standards of their childcare service. 
These supports include the Childminders Tax Exemption scheme which provides for a tax ex-
emption for those childminders who have satisfactorily participated in the Voluntary Notifica-
tion process and whose annual income from childminding does not exceed €15,000.  Despite 
these supports the number of childminders who opted to voluntarily notified their services only 
reached approximately 1,250 in 2011.   While my Department continues to actively promote the 
notification of childminding services and the participation of childminders in quality and train-
ing programmes, it is not in a position to prevent parents entering into informal arrangements 
with childminders who are outside the scope of the Regulations. 
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While I am aware that nearly all of the pre-school services in the country are participating 
in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme and are subject to the Regula-
tions, there are no means available to my Department to calculate the number of childminders, 
providing childcare from their own homes, who are not subject to the Regulations and who 
have chosen not to participate in the voluntary notification process. 

My Department has commenced work on Ireland’s first Early Years Strategy.  I have re-
ceived Government approval for the approach I am taking in developing this Strategy as an 
innovative and dynamic blueprint for the future development of our Early Years sector, aimed 
at providing a coherent approach to seeking to improve the lives of children from birth to the 
age of six.  One of the policy issues which I have identified for consideration in the preparation 
of the Early Years Strategy is the development of the childminding sector as a fully-integrated 
component of early childhood care and education, in particular for the under-one age group.

20/03/2013WRY02900Foreign Adoptions

20/03/2013WRY03000442. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will clarify the situation whereby couples who commenced their international adoption of chil-
dren prior to the ratification of the Hague Convention by Ireland cannot register their children 
with the Adoption Authority of Ireland despite being the de facto parent and legal guardian to 
said child; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that there are 20 such couples in this situa-
tion and that the Adoption Authority of Ireland was originally meant to bring High Court action 
on this issue to have it resolved but has now decided not so. [13622/13]

20/03/2013WRY03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I presume the 
Deputy’s question relates to applications made to the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI) for 
entry into the Register of Intercounty Adoptions in relation to adoption orders from Mexico, 
which were made following the commencement of the Adoption Act, 2010.

The Adoption Act, 2010, gives force of law to the Hague Convention on the Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. The legislation, which incor-
porates the provisions of the Hague Convention, provides a framework to ensure that appropri-
ate procedures have been followed and that all adoptions are effected in the best interests of the 
child.  Any adoption from a Hague country must comply with the Adoption Act, 2010 and the 
Hague Convention.

The Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI) is an independent statutory body charged with 
implementing the Adoption Act, 2010. The Authority has responsibility for the direct opera-
tional implementation of legislation and Government policy. It has a quasi-judicial role and is 
independent in its decision-making functions.

The Authority advises me that the Mexican Central Authority has officially stated it is not in 
a position to issue the Article 23 certificate, as required under the terms of the Hague Conven-
tion.  The AAI has received legal advice that given the position of the Mexican Central Author-
ity in relation to this adoption, and without the required Article 23 certificate, under the terms 
of the Adoption Act, 2010, the AAI is unable to recognise the adoption or to effect an entry on 
the Register of Intercountry Adoptions.

The Authority has considered making an application to the High Court under section 49 of 
the Adoption Act, 2010.  However, having regard to the above circumstances, the Authority has 
received legal advice that there is no legal basis for effecting registration. 

The Authority has contacted the applicants notifying them of the decision in this regard. The 
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Authority has advised applicants it is open to them to seek independent legal advice in relation 
to this matter.

The Authority has undertaken to notify the Health Service Executive of this position in 
order that the HSE is aware of the issues arising in relation to these cases.  My Department 
continues to monitor this matter.

20/03/2013WRY03200Youth Services

20/03/2013WRY03300443. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way she can 
justify the 11% to 14% cut backs in services to young persons at community level, particularly 
as research shows that such investment saves the State in the long run. [13646/13]

20/03/2013WRY03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department provides a range of funding schemes, programmes and supports 
to the youth sector. Funding of some €53.173m is available in 2013 to support the provision of 
youth services and programmes to young people throughout the country including those from 
disadvantaged communities. Targeted supports for disadvantaged, marginalised and at risk 
young people are provided through the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples 
Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects. These fund-
ing schemes support national and local youth work provision and involve approximately 1,400 
paid staff and 40,000 volunteers working in youth work services and communities throughout 
the country.

Having regard to the savings requirements identified in the Comprehensive Review of Ex-
penditure my Department has tried to ensure that, in the determination process for the alloca-
tions, the front line youth services, particularly those for the most vulnerable young people are 
protected as far as is possible from the impact of any  necessary reductions in funding.  The 
savings required under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in respect of 2013 amounted 
to €5.393m which equated to almost a 10% reduction on 2012 funding available for the provi-
sion of youth services.

My Department is developing a new youth policy framework for publication later this year. 
The new youth policy framework will aim to enhance the provision of youth services and activ-
ities and it will, inter alia, promote co-ordination between government departments and youth 
sector organisations with a view to maximising the effectiveness of the State funding available 
to support services for young people in future years. 

20/03/2013WRY03500Child Care Reports

20/03/2013WRY03600444. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
established an independent child death review unit to review all incidences of death or serious 
injury of a child while in the care of the State as committed to in the aftermath of the publication 
of the independent child death report. [13699/13]

20/03/2013WRY03700445. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of independent reviews that have taken place as recommended by the independent child death 
review group. [13700/13]

20/03/2013WRY03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 444 and 445 together.

I indicated when I published the report of the Independent Child Death Review Group that 
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I welcome the findings and recommendations of this report, and that I accept fully the need for 
action in the areas identified.

Many of the actions and reforms identified by the Review Group are already under way 
as part of this Government’s reform programme, the most radical reform of child welfare and 
protection services ever undertaken in the State. Responding to the ICDRG recommendations 
forms an integral part of the ‘change management programme’ being developed by the senior 
management team of the new Child & Family Support Agency, led by Project Director Gor-
don Jeyes. This programme involves over 100 individual reform projects; and through these 
initiatives the responses to many of the ICDRG recommendations will be mainstreamed into 
the work programme of the new Agency.  The lack of transparency into what was happening 
to children and young people known to the State has been corrected by the creation in 2010 
of the National Review Panel for Deaths and Serious Incidents, chaired by Dr. Helen Buckley. 
It allows for timely reviews and quick feedback to the system on changes required as well as 
identifying individual or systemic risks which need immediate action. The National Review 
Panel was established by the HSE on foot of guidance from the Health Information and Quality 
Authority (HIQA). The Review Panel is independently chaired by Dr. Helen Buckley, and is 
mandated to review all serious incidents involving children in care, to include deaths in care. 
While the group was established by the HSE it has an independent role and receives indepen-
dent legal advice. The Panel produces and publishes reports that are entirely objective and 
independent of the HSE.

The HSE has committed to reviewing a number of the cases covered by the Child Death 
Review Report. Reviews are at the planning stage and it is expected they will be commenced 
over the coming months.

20/03/2013WRY03900Water Fluoridation

20/03/2013WRY04000446. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a report (details supplied) to the Government and the EU Commission on the negative health 
effects of adding fluoride to the Irish water supply; if his attention has been drawn to growing 
public disquiet over this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14230/13]

20/03/2013WRY04100486. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a report (details supplied), on the negative health effects of adding fluoride to the Irish water 
supply; and if he is alarmed by the comparative serious disease statistics for Ireland compared 
to countries who do not carry out fluoridation of water [14231/13]

20/03/2013WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 446 and 486 together.

The report to which the Deputy refers was referred to the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides 
and Health for examination in 2012. The Expert Body concluded that the report is not reliable. 
The Expert Body’s Appraisal and an Executive Summary of the Appraisal are available on 
the Expert Body’s website, www.fluoridesandhealth.ie. The Expert Body is satisfied that water 
fluoridation, at its optimal level, causes no ill effects to the health of adults or children. The ef-
fects of fluoridation on health and related matters are kept under constant review.

20/03/2013WRY04300Medical Card Eligibility

20/03/2013WRY04400447. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the income 
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threshold for those applying for medical cards. [13875/13]

20/03/2013WRY04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As part of Budget 
2013, it was announced that the income thresholds for medical cards for the over 70’s age group 
are to be changed.  The intention is that:- 

- persons aged 70 years and over, whose gross weekly income is not more than €600 in the 
case of single persons and €1,200 in the case of couples, will qualify for full eligibility (medical 
cards)

- persons aged 70 years and over, whose gross weekly income is more than €600 but less 
than €700 in the case of single persons and more than €1,200 but less than €1,400 in the case of 
couples, will qualify for GP Visit Cards.

People who do not qualify for a medical card are entitled to make use of the Drugs Payment 
Scheme (DPS) which reimburses the cost of medication that exceeds a monthly threshold. The 
new rules will not take effect until later in 2013, after primary legislation has been enacted. The 
implementation date will be announced and publicised in advance by the Department and the 
HSE. 

It was also announced that, in relation to eligibility for the standard medical card, the rules 
relating to a person’s spending that are taken into account when carrying out the means test will 
be tightened.  The Department will first examine this proposal in more detail in consultation 
with the HSE.  Again, the new rules and the implementation date will be announced and publi-
cised in advance by the Department and the HSE.

  Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 133.

20/03/2013WRY04700Medicinal Products Supply

20/03/2013WRY04800449. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if he accepts the con-
cern of persons with epilepsy that generic substitution is not appropriate in the case of antiepi-
leptic medications, AEDs; if he will frame an appropriate exclusion in the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Bill 2012, as is the case in other jurisdictions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14000/13]

20/03/2013WRY04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Bill, passed Committee Stage yes-
terday. Under the Bill, Irish Medicines Board has statutory responsibility for establishing and 
publishing a List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products.  

In deciding whether to add a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchangeable 
Medicinal Products, the Board must be satisfied that each medicinal product which falls within 
the group:

(a) has the same qualitative and quantitative composition in each of its active substances as 
each of the other medicinal products which fall within the group; 

(b) is in the same pharmaceutical form as, or in a pharmaceutical form that is appropriate for 
substitution for, each of the other products in the group; and

(c) has the same route of administration as each of the other medicinal products which fall 
within the group. 
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In addition, the Bill provides that the Board is not permitted to add a group of medicinal 
products to the List of Interchangeable Medicinal Products where:

- there is a difference in bioavailability between the medicinal products and the interchange-
able medicinal products which currently fall within the group of interchangeable medicinal 
products which may lead to a clinically significant difference in efficacy between them, and

- any of the medicinal  products cannot be safely substituted for any one or more of the other 
medicinal products in the group. 

I would like to emphasise that in making a decision to add a medicinal product to a group of 
interchangeable medicinal products or a group of medicinal products to the List of Interchange-
able Medicinal Products the Board is obliged to have regard to the criteria as set out in the 
Bill and that these criteria fully reflect the recommendations set out in the Joint Department of 
Health/HSE report ‘Proposed Model of Reference Pricing and Generic Substitution’ (the Moran 
Report, 2010) regarding criteria for interchangeability.     

To further enhance the patient safety aspect of generic substitution, Section 13 of the Bill al-
lows a prescriber to indicate on a prescription that a branded interchangeable medicinal product 
should, for clinical reasons, not be substituted.

  I am satisfied that these provisions address the concerns raised by the Deputy. I met with 
the Irish Epilepsy Association in January and explained this position.

It is also important to point out that generic medicines must meet exactly the same standards 
of quality and safety and have the same effect as the originator medicine. All of the generic 
medicines on the Irish market are required to be properly licensed and meet the requirements of 
the Irish Medicines Board.

20/03/2013WRY05000Medical Card Applications

20/03/2013WRY05100450. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health if he will review the refusal of 
a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork in view of additional 
information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14111/13]

20/03/2013WRY05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WRZ00200Nurses Registration

20/03/2013WRZ00300451. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an 
application for nursing registration in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway 
[14112/13]

20/03/2013WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information regarding Nurse Registra-
tion is a matter for The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (formerly An Bord Altranais).  
I have forwarded your query to the Board for direct response.

20/03/2013WRZ00500Controlled Drug Sales

20/03/2013WRZ00600452. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his plans to make cannabis 
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liquid available by prescription for pain control similar to the UK where it is currently available 
on prescription [14115/13]

20/03/2013WRZ00700461. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if cannabinoid medi-
cines such as Sativex for the treatment of spasticity due to multiple sclerosis, glaucoma and 
other ailments will be available here in June of this year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14149/13]

20/03/2013WRZ00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 452 and 461 together.

My Department has been informed by the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) that it is in receipt 
of a market authorisation request from a manufacturer under the EU Mutual Recognition Pro-
cedure for a medicinal product containing Cannabis extract. This product is indicated for the 
relief of symptoms of spasticity for people with multiple sclerosis.

Under the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1977, the manufacture, production, preparation, sale, sup-
ply, distribution and possession of cannabis or cannabis-based medicinal products are unlawful 
except for the purposes of research.

My Department is currently examining how authorised cannabis-based medicinal products 
for patients suffering from Multiple Sclerosis may be legally prescribed by medical practi-
tioners and used by patients for the treatment of MS in Ireland.  In that respect, Department 
officials have been engaging with experts to identify how best to legally describe authorised 
cannabis-based medicinal products while maintaining existing controls on cannabis and canna-
bis substances.  While the legislative amendments required can be made by means of statutory 
instrument, the legal issues are complex. The matter is being progressed as quickly as possible 
in my Department and  it is hoped to bring forward legislative proposals in mid-2013.

20/03/2013WRZ00900Ambulance Service Provision

20/03/2013WRZ01000453. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there 
will be no downgrading of the ambulance service and cover in Caherciveen, Killarney and Ken-
mare, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14117/13]

20/03/2013WRZ01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is 
not a static service. The Service deploys its resources in a dynamic manner and works on an 
area and national, rather than a local, basis.  The dynamic deployment of ambulance resources 
ensures that the nearest appropriate resource is mobilised to the location of any incident.

The NAS has been taking a number of steps to improve response times.  These include 
development of a Performance Improvement Action Plan, an Intermediate Care Service, the 
control centre reconfiguration project and a trial emergency aeromedical service.  Following a 
referral to the Labour Court under the Public Service Agreement, the HSE National ambulance 
Service is currently progressing a number of efficiencies arising from LCR 20313, including the 
issue of removal of overtime built in to rosters.  New rosters are now in place and are operating 
successfully.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it 
has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRZ01200Dental Services Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRZ01300454. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
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plied) in County Cork will be called for dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14121/13]

20/03/2013WRZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Dental services to 
children up to 16 years are provided by the Public Dental Service of the HSE. The service is 
targeted at children at key stages in their development. Children are given dental examinations 
and any follow-up treatment required at these stages. When required, emergency dental treat-
ment is available to all children up to 16 years. The HSE has been asked to examine the specific 
query raised by the Deputy and to reply to him as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WRZ01500Hospital Equipment

20/03/2013WRZ01600455. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if an evaluation has been car-
ried out on the benefits of the introduction of the national integrated medical imaging system at 
Portiuncala Hospital, County Galway, replacing the PACS system that was in place; if he will 
he provide same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14126/13]

20/03/2013WRZ01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s query relates to operational 
matters for the Health Service Executive, this question has been forwarded to the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRZ01800Hospital Equipment

20/03/2013WRZ01900456. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has agreed to replace the radiology IT systems in Cork University Hospital and the Maternity 
University Hospital as part of the NIMIS project; if so, if he will explain the problems with the 
current system and the cost of introducing the new system; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14127/13]

20/03/2013WRZ02000457. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is the intention of the NIMIS 
programme to integrate the radiology reporting for the whole of the Health Service Executive 
South under this new system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14128/13]

20/03/2013WRZ02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 456 and 457 
together.

In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues they have 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRZ02200Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRZ02300458. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will draw up a health care 
plan in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [14136/13]

20/03/2013WRZ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRZ02500Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRZ02600459. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that there 
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will be no change to the status in relation to the provision of day care services at St. Mary’s 
nursing unit, Castleblayney, County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14143/13]

20/03/2013WRZ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRZ02800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

20/03/2013WRZ02900460. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of applicants 
awaiting approval for the fair deal scheme in County Tipperary; of these applicants, the number 
currently in acute beds in hospital; the number of applicants waiting more than one month for 
approval for the scheme from the time of application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14147/13]

20/03/2013WRZ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

  Question No. 461 answered with Question No. 452.

20/03/2013WRZ03200Medical Card Applications

20/03/2013WRZ03300462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14157/13]

20/03/2013WRZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WRZ03500Health Service Recruitment

20/03/2013WRZ03600463. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health his plans to in-
troduce a graduate social care worker scheme similar to that which was introduced for graduate 
nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14161/13]

20/03/2013WRZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform agreed to a nurse graduate initiative on 
the basis that it would deliver significant savings through displacement of agency and overtime 
expenditure.

I have no plans at present for similar graduate programmes for other health professions.

20/03/2013WRZ03800Health Services Issues

20/03/2013WRZ03900464. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to introduce 
a bilateral cochlear implant programme; the staff that are being recruited for the proposes of the 
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introduction of the programme; when he envisages the staff being in place; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14162/13]

20/03/2013WRZ04000465. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if funding and resources have 
been secured to provide for the introduction of a bilateral cochlear implant programme from 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14163/13]

20/03/2013WRZ04100466. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the process by which children 
who have already been fitted with a single cochlear implant will be fitted with second implant 
once a bilateral implant programme is introduced; the time frame in which he envisages chil-
dren who currently have only one implant will be fitted with a second implant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14164/13]

20/03/2013WRZ04200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 464 to 466, 
inclusive, together.

Since the national cochlear implant programme commenced seventeen years ago, over 700 
patients have received cochlear implants.  I am advised that, in 2012, ninety cochlear implants 
were carried out with 42 children receiving implants and 48 adults.  In addition to providing 
the surgical services, the programme provides a comprehensive assessment service to potential 
candidates and a rehabilitative service to those actually implanted.

In 2009 a National Review of Audiology Services was carried out by the HSE, to examine 
the services provided to children and adults nationwide, and to formulate a national plan for 
the services. The report of the National Audiology Review Group, published by the HSE in 
2011, provides the blueprint for the planning, development and delivery of HSE audiology 
services, from new-born screening to assessment and management of adults and children with 
hearing problems, including cochlear implantation.  Two of the main recommendations in the 
report include the national rollout of a universal new-born hearing screening programme and 
the establishment of a bone anchored hearing aid programme. The report also included a rec-
ommendation that continued ring-fenced financial support be provided for the cochlear implant 
programme but at levels which allow for simultaneous bilateral implantation for children. A key 
development has been the creation of the post of National Clinical Lead for Audiology. This 
post has recently been filled by a clinician who has worked extensively on cochlear implant 
programmes, including the Irish cochlear implant programme in Beaumont. The newly ap-
pointed lead is very familiar with the complexities of this area and will be taking a key role with 
the development of the potential introduction of a bilateral simultaneous/sequential cochlear 
implant programme.

While no dedicated programme for simultaneous or sequential implantation is being car-
ried out in Ireland at this time, some bilateral implantation has already occurred for patients, 
mainly very young children with certain medical conditions such as a history of meningitis or 
blindness.  It is estimated that there are approximately 200 children in Ireland today who may 
be suitable for a second implant.

The HSE is working closely with Beaumont Hospital to progress plans for both simultane-
ous and sequential bilateral implantation.  I understand that Beaumont Hospital, HSE Manage-
ment and the HSE’s Audiology Clinical Care Programme have met recently to discuss a joint 
process to identify the options for developing and resourcing a programme of simultaneous 
and sequential cochlear implantation.  An important element of this will be the development of 
clear clinical criteria to prioritise clients for assessment and follow on implantation. Each child 
requires to be assessed to determine if they are suitable for a bilateral implant, and the provi-
sion of information about the advantages and potential disadvantages of bilateral implantation 
is required in order to facilitate an informed decision as to whether to proceed. Not all suitable 
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patients proceed with the second implant when apprised of all the issues involved. I understand 
that the HSE will be arranging an information day for all parents/caregivers and children who 
have had, or about to have a single cochlear implant. This will provide a balance of information 
regarding the potential benefits that bilateral cochlear implantation may afford some children 
and the assessment programme that will be required to assess each child individually.

The development of the service will require additional resources for Beaumont and these 
plans will be progressed through the HSE 2014 Estimates process.

20/03/2013WRZ04300Hospital Services

20/03/2013WRZ04400467. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to concerns (details supplied) regarding the way in which patients’ documentation is being 
checked at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin; and if he will provide an update on the security that has 
been instigated at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin. [14175/13]

20/03/2013WRZ04500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Hospital staff are fully aware of the need to 
protect patient confidentiality in relation to personal data.  In relation to the particular query 
raised by the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy in this matter.

20/03/2013WRZ04600Hospital Services

20/03/2013WRZ04700468. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will outline, in tabular 
form, following a report that there is a backlog of 6,000 scan and X-ray reports at Tallaght 
Hospital which have yet to provide diagnosis or findings to general practitioners, the number 
outstanding in the Rathcoole area of Dublin [14179/13]

20/03/2013WRZ04800469. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
following a report that there is a backlog of 6,000 scan and X-ray reports at Tallaght Hospital 
which have yet to provide diagnosis or findings to general practitioners, the number outstanding 
in the Saggart area of County Dublin [14180/13]

20/03/2013WRZ04900470. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
following a report that there is a backlog of 6,000 scan and X-ray reports at Tallaght Hospital 
which have yet to provide diagnosis or findings to general practitioners, the number outstanding 
in the Newcastle area of County Dublin [14181/13]

20/03/2013WRZ05000471. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
following a report that there is a backlog of 6,000 scan and X-ray reports at Tallaght Hospital 
which have yet to provide diagnosis or findings to general practitioners, the number outstanding 
in the Palmerstown area of Dublin [14182/13]

20/03/2013WRZ05100472. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
following a report that there is a backlog of 6,000 scan and X-ray reports at Tallaght Hospital 
which have yet to provide diagnosis or findings to general practitioners, the number outstanding 
in the Lucan area of County Dublin [14183/13]

20/03/2013WRZ05200473. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will outline in tabular form, 
following a report that there is a backlog of 6,000 scan and X-ray reports at Tallaght Hospital 
which have yet to provide diagnosis or findings to general practitioners, the number outstanding 
in the Clondalkin area of Dublin [14184/13]
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20/03/2013WRZ05300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 468 to 473, 
inclusive, together.

I appreciate the opportunity to outline the situation in relation to  radiology reporting at Tal-
laght hospital. I am assure by the hospital that there is no predicted impact on patient safety. 
All urgent, critical and prioritised reports, as well as referrals from Emergency Department and 
Paediatrics are  reported and typed within 24 hours.There are clinical governance processes in 
place at the hospital for radiologists, the doctors who examine x-rays, to ensure that any signifi-
cant or urgent cases are responded to immediately.  Any critical or urgent findings are immedi-
ately brought to the attention of the referring doctor and to the clerical staff who then transcribe 
and send the report immediately.

There are currently 6000 images reported but untyped – this represents 3.5% of the total 
number of reports typed annually.  Standard turnaround time for routine reports is  2 to 3 weeks, 
these tapes are currently 5 weeks old - this means that there is a 2-3 week delay in typing these 
images.  The Radiology Department, with the Diagnostic Directorate and Executive Team at 
the hospital are taking a number of steps to address this issue, including additional clerical sup-
port in Radiology to assist with typing of tapes.  It is intended that the backlog will be cleared 
in approximately 5 weeks.

In relation to the specific query from the Deputy regarding the number x-rays outstanding 
to GPs for particular areas in Dublin I have asked the HSE to contact the Deputy directly in this 
matter.

20/03/2013WRAA00150Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRAA00200474. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no full-
time rheumatologist operating in Kerry General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14185/13]

20/03/2013WRAA00300475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the average length of time 
a person in County Kerry has to wait to see a consultant rheumatologist; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14186/13]

20/03/2013WRAA00400476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the waiting list to see a consultant rheumatologist in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14187/13]

20/03/2013WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 474 to 476, 
inclusive, together.

Improving access to outpatient services is a key priority for the Government. Building on 
work already undertaken by the HSE, the National Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken 
over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  For the first time, data is available on www.
ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting time data in a standardised format will 
reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospitals.  In the first instance, this will allow 
resources to be targeted towards those patients who are waiting longest and ensure that they are 
seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time target has now been set of 12 months 
for a first time outpatient appointment.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.  In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues 
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they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRAA00550Nursing Staff Recruitment

20/03/2013WRAA00600477. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason that young nurs-
es in County Cork and in County Galway are being given three month contracts in view of the 
fact that nurses in County Kerry are being given two week contracts; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14188/13]

20/03/2013WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRAA00750Workplace Safety

20/03/2013WRAA00800478. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a psychiatric nurse is 
entitled to a smoke-free work place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14190/13]

20/03/2013WRAA00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy is aware smoking is prohibited 
in most enclosed workplaces under Section 47 of the Public Health (Tobacco) Acts 2002 and 
2004.  It should be noted that the exemption in the case of psychiatric hospitals was intended 
to cover cases that might arise with persons with serious mental health issues who require con-
stant observation and where staff/client safety would be an issue if the client had to go outside 
to smoke.  In the case of the majority of clients there should be no need to avail of this exemp-
tion and nothing in the legislation obliges employers in exempted premises to permit smoking.  
In any event, the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005 provides that ‘every employer 
shall ensure so far as is reasonably practicable, the safety, health and welfare at work of all em-
ployees’.  Therefore, while psychiatric hospitals are exempt from the smoking ban, employers 
continue to have a duty of care to their employees and a statutory responsibility to provide a 
reasonably safe working environment.

The ‘HSE Best Practice Guidelines for Tobacco Management in the Mental Health Setting’ 
were drafted to assist employers in the management of tobacco use in the mental health setting, 
taking into account the exemption from legislation and the continuing duty of care to health 
care workers to ensure minimum exposure to environmental tobacco smoke.  The Guidelines 
state that: Smoking is prohibited in all work areas, common areas and facilities used by staff, 
clients and visitors in the organisation, including transport; if smoking areas are designated, 
they should be completely separate from non-smoking areas and all efforts should be made to 
reduce time spent there by smokers; the designation of indoor smoking facilities may only be 
provided, if appropriate, in extreme circumstances and the decision to do so has been recorded 
and reviewed by a senior manager; management is responsible for ensuring that every effort 
is made to provide staff with a smoke free working environment; mental health services staff 
may only smoke at official break times, in external designated smoking areas or facilities, away 
from entrances.

20/03/2013WRAA00950Vaccination Programme

20/03/2013WRAA01000479. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to meet with the 
Sound support group for children who developed narcolepsy from the Pandemrix injection; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14191/13]
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20/03/2013WRAA01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Both myself and officials from my Depart-
ment, the Health Service Executive and the Department of Education and Skills have met with 
the relevant advocacy group on a number of occasions, to address their concerns and to outline 
the services available.  My priority is to ensure that children/adolescents affected by narcolepsy 
with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided with services and supports to 
meet their health needs.  My Department is considering all possible supports which may need 
to be put in place for those affected by Narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.  A further 
meeting with representatives from the support group will be arranged when the matter has been 
concluded.

20/03/2013WRAA01150Thalidomide Victim Compensation

20/03/2013WRAA01200480. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 651 of 12 March 2013, the timeline involved in his proposal to provide health 
care protocol to the survivors of Thalidomide involving the appointment and training of a multi-
disciplinary team, identifying and documenting their healthcare needs and developing plans to 
address those needs; the reason he has not engaged with the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government regarding the specific accommodation needs of some sur-
vivors, that is, housing adaptation and so on, as part of a holistic approach as suggested by the 
Irish Thalidomide Survivors Society; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14211/13]

20/03/2013WRAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has developed 
a health care protocol for Irish survivors of Thalidomide which envisages the identification and 
documentation of survivors’ health care needs and the development of plans to address those 
needs, following an evaluation by a trained, multi-disciplinary team.  The Irish Thalidomide 
Survivors Society has stated that it is not willing to engage with this process.  Local authori-
ties have responsibility for the administration of a means tested Housing Adaptation Grant for 
People with a Disability, which can assist people with a physical. sensory or intellectual disabil-
ity or mental health difficulty to make changes and adaptations to their home to make it more 
suitable in which to live.

20/03/2013WRAA01350Health Care Inflation

20/03/2013WRAA01400481. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health his views on inflation in health-
care prices here and across the European Union; if he will update Dáil Éireann on any relevant 
EU discussions in which his Department is engaged; if he will compare Irish health care infla-
tion trends since 2005 with Dutch health care inflation trends; if he will identify sources for 
relevant statistical data; if his Department has conducted any relevant statistical analysis since 
2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14216/13]

20/03/2013WRAA01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The principal source of statistical data on 
health care inflation across the European Union (EU) is the Harmonised Index of Consumer 
Prices (HICP).  This measures the average level of prices paid for consumer goods and services 
by all private households in a country.  The index can be subdivided depending on types of con-
sumption.  The health category includes prices of medical products, appliances and equipment, 
hospital and outpatient costs, and services supplied by doctors, dentists, opticians etc. and other 
health care practitioners including alternative medicine.

Over the period from the year 2005 to January 2013, Ireland records the third highest rate 
of inflation in the EU 15 and the twelfth highest rate in the EU 27 in the health category of the 
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HICP.  By comparison, the Netherlands had the highest rate of inflation of the EU 15 countries 
over the period, and ranked seventh highest in the EU 27.

The most recent year of available data for Ireland shows a marked change in these rank-
ings.  For the period February 2012 to January 2013, Ireland recorded the sixth lowest inflation 
rate in the EU 15 and the ninth lowest in the EU 27.  For the same period, the Netherlands, by 
comparison, showed the second highest rate of inflation for both the EU 15 and the EU 27 coun-
tries.  It should be noted that the health category of the HICP refers specifically to prices paid 
by consumers of health care products and services.  It does not measure the cost to the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) in providing treatment and as such does not reflect changes in the cost 
of inter alia human resources, medications and professional fees.

20/03/2013WRAA01550Home Care Packages

20/03/2013WRAA01600482. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will review the provi-
sion of home care assistance in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Cork to ensure it 
is adequate for their needs.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14218/13]

20/03/2013WRAA01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRAA01750Departmental Expenditure

20/03/2013WRAA01800483. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if there has been a reduction 
negotiated in the past two years in respect of medical costs associated with medical treatment 
provided by medical personnel; his policy regarding same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14221/13]

20/03/2013WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): It is the policy of my Department to reduce 
costs wherever possible. Details of specific reductions achieved will be forwarded to the Dep-
uty in the near future.

20/03/2013WRAA01950Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRAA02000484. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an opera-
tion in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford [14227/13]

20/03/2013WRAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first). Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that 
the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to 
take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRAA02150Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRAA02200485. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
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in County Wexford will receive a hospital appointment [14228/13]

20/03/2013WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.  
For the first time, data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient 
waiting time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all 
hospitals.  In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients 
who are waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum wait-
ing time target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment.

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has 
been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 486 answered with Question No. 446.

20/03/2013WRBB00150HSE Agency Staff Issues

20/03/2013WRBB00200487. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if agency nurses have been em-
ployed in the medical wards in Sligo General Hospital at any time since 1 January 2011; the 
number employed each month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13627/13]

20/03/2013WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The employment of agency nurses is a mat-
ter for the Health Service Executive, and as such, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the 
HSE for direct reply. 

20/03/2013WRBB00350Midwifery Services

20/03/2013WRBB00400488. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the memoran-
dum of understanding between midwives attending home births and the Health Service Execu-
tive sufficiently safeguards a woman’s right to give birth how and when she wishes by the care 
provider of her choice; and, if not, his plans, if any, to revise it. [13648/13]

20/03/2013WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Currently in Ireland there is a National Domi-
ciliary Midwifery service available to eligible expectant mothers who wish to avail of a home 
birth service under the care of a self employed community midwife (SECM).  This service is 
provided by the SECM on behalf of the Health Service Executive who signs the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with the Health Services Executive (HSE). As the HSE has responsi-
bility for this matter it has been referred to them for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRBB00550Health Service Recruitment

20/03/2013WRBB00600489. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when the Health Service Execu-
tive will be opening up a new panel for physiotherapists; the number that will be put on the 
panel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13631/13]

20/03/2013WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
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bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so. As the recruitment of physiotherapists is a matter for the HSE in 
the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

20/03/2013WRBB00750Health Service Recruitment

20/03/2013WRBB00800490. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently 
on the physiotherapist panel; the date on which this panel was established; when same was last 
updated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13632/13]

20/03/2013WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so. As the recruitment of physiotherapists is a matter for the HSE in 
the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
direct reply.

20/03/2013WRBB00950Drugs Payment Scheme Administration

20/03/2013WRBB01000491. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Health when a refund under the drugs pay-
ment scheme will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Galway [13633/13]

20/03/2013WRBB01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is re-
sponsible for the administration of the Drug Payments Scheme, therefore, the matter has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRBB01150Health Service Provision

20/03/2013WRBB01200492. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 14 will receive an assessment for behavioural issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13639/13]

20/03/2013WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for di-
rect reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 493 answered with Question No. 42.

20/03/2013WRBB01450National Strategy on Dementia

20/03/2013WRBB01500494. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of submissions that 
were received regarding the dementia strategy and if he will provide a full progress report on 
the development of the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13659/13]

20/03/2013WRBB01600496. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if and when consultation meet-
ings will take place in relation to the development of the dementia strategy; the persons who 
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will be asked to participate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13660/13]

20/03/2013WRBB01700497. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will publish 
the dementia strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13661/13]

20/03/2013WRBB01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 494, 496 and 497 together.

The Programme for Government gave a commitment to develop a National Strategy on 
Dementia which will increase awareness, ensure early diagnosis and intervention, and enhance 
community based services for all people living with this condition, and to do so by the end of 
2013. The Department of Health and Atlantic Philanthropies commissioned a research review 
to create the evidence that will help to lay the foundations for the Strategy and to provide guide-
lines as to the future direction of public policy in Ireland.  The research review, titled Creating 
Excellence in Dementia Care, A Research Review for Ireland’s National Dementia Strategy, has 
been completed and is available on the websites of Trinity College at livingwithdementia.tcd.ie 
and on the Department of Health website at www.doh.ie

A public consultation process which sought the views of interested parties to help inform 
the development of the strategy concluded at the end of August 2012. 73 submissions were 
received, these were analysed and a report was published in February 2013. A working group 
to develop the Strategy will be established shortly with a view to finalising and publishing the 
Dementia Strategy by the end of this year.

20/03/2013WRBB01850Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRBB01900495. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay of 
a hospital appointment in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13641/13]

20/03/2013WRBB02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should the patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best 
position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Questions Nos. 496 and 497 answered with Question No. 494.

20/03/2013WRBB02150Medical Card Review

20/03/2013WRBB02200498. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clarity 
regarding the period when a medical card is being reviewed including the duration of the ap-
peals process; if he will specifically address the circumstances when a medical card should be 
withdrawn; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the current system means that when 
a card is withdrawn and then reinstated by the appeals officer that the period in between is not 
covered, leaving persons without cover and the medicine needed during this period; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13662/13]

20/03/2013WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I have asked the 
Health Service Executive for a report on the issue raised by the Deputy.  I will revert to the 
Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.
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Question No. 499 answered with Question No. 149.

20/03/2013WRBB02450Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRBB02500500. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Waterford is on the waiting list for a gastric bypass; the steps being taken to progress 
their health situation; the length of time they will be expected to wait for this procedure; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13716/13]

20/03/2013WRBB02600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Should the patient’s general practitioner con-
sider that the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best 
position to take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRBB02650Health Service Staff Issues

20/03/2013WRBB02700501. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be permitted to remain in employment with the Health Service Executive 
as a home help carer after her sixty fifth birthday; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13717/13]

20/03/2013WRBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter for the Health 
Service Executive it has been referred to the Executive for attention and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

20/03/2013WRBB02850Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRBB02900502. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
on a gastric bypass at St Colmcilles’ Hospital; the average waiting time for these patients; the 
action he will take to address the problem of long waiting lists; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13720/13]

20/03/2013WRBB03000507. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the longest 
time a patient has had to wait for a gastric bypass at St Colmcille’s Hospital within the past two 
years. [13798/13]

20/03/2013WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 507 
together.

In 2011, I established the Special Delivery Unit in my Department as set out in the Pro-
gramme for Government. The aim of the SDU is to unblock access to acute services by improv-
ing the flow of patients through the system. The SDU’s Scheduled Care Team focused initially 
on  waiting times for in-patient and daycase elective surgery.  For 2012, a target was set that 
no adult should wait longer than 9 months for inpatient or daycase treatment. By the end of 
December 2012, the number of adults having to wait more than 9 months for inpatient and day 
case surgery nationally had fallen to 86. This was down from 3,706 in December 2011, repre-
senting a 98% decrease. 
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I am determined that the progress made in 2012 be maintained and improved upon. For 
2013, the target is that no adult should be waiting longer than 8 months for inpatient or daycase 
treatment. It is important to recognise that the progress made in 2012 does not mean the prob-
lem is solved, and 2013 will of course be extremely challenging. For example, winter pressures 
in Emergency Departments have impacted on scheduled care waiting times. However, in the 
coming months, as winter pressures ease, the SDU will work towards re-balancing scheduled 
care  to maintain the improvements seen in 2012 and to achieve the new 2013 target.

In relation to waiting list management in general, the National Waiting List Management 
Policy, A standardised approach to managing scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case 
and planned procedures, January 2013,   has been developed to ensure that all administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national minimum standard for the management 
and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. This policy, which has recently been 
adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting 
lists.   In relation to this particular query raised by the Deputy regarding waiting lists for gastric 
bypass surgery, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and re-
spond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Question No. 503 answered with Question No. 104.

20/03/2013WRBB03250Hospice Services

20/03/2013WRBB03300504. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health his views on the conflict that has 
arisen between the parent of a child (details supplied) who resides in Laura Lynn’s Children’s 
Hospice and the hospice management over visitation rights; and if he will equire with the ap-
propriate personnel in the Health Service Executive that they investigate the matter. [13746/13]

20/03/2013WRBB03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRCC00150Nursing Staff Provision

20/03/2013WRCC00200505. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of public health 
nurses in 2010; 2011; and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13796/13]

20/03/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The number (WTE excluding career break) 
of public health nurses, employed by the Health Service Executive in 2010, 2011 and 2012, is 
set out in the table below:

 - 31/12/2010 31/12/2011 31/12/2012
Public Health Nurse 1553.38 1548.12 1515.83
Public Health Nurse, 
Senior (Immunisa-
tion)

0.8 1.16 1

Public Health, Spe-
cialist

47.98 48.73 48.56

Total 1602.16 1598.01 1565.39
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20/03/2013WRCC00350Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRCC00400506. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a hospital appointment will 
issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13737/13]

20/03/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).  Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that 
the patient’s condition warrants an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to 
take the matter up with the consultant and hospital involved.  In relation to the specific query 
raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Question No. 507 answered with Question No. 502.

20/03/2013WRCC00650Mental Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRCC00700508. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Health the reason a community psychiatric 
respite bed (details supplied) in Dublin 3, is no longer available for referrals; if this is only tem-
porary or is another respite bed will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13811/13]

20/03/2013WRCC00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRCC00850Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRCC00900509. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 270 of 17 April 2008, if he will forward a copy of the reply to this Deputy. 
[13812/13]

20/03/2013WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Parlia-
mentary Question referred to by the Deputy was referred to the HSE for direct reply therefore, 
the HSE has been asked to provide you with a copy of its response.

20/03/2013WRCC01050Health Services Recruitment

20/03/2013WRCC01100510. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the current circular/embargo on recruitment in the Health Service Execu-
tive allows the recruitment of all staff except nurses, clerical/administration, maintenance and 
household staff; when he will ask the HSE to review the circular on recruitment/moratorium 
to ensure nurses and other frontline clinical staff can be recruited to ensure the continuity of 
frontline service [13813/13]

20/03/2013WRCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government has decided that the num-
bers employed across the public service must be reduced in order to meet its fiscal and budget-
ary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that reduction. However, the HSE 
can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall employment ceiling and has the 
financial resources to do so. As the recruitment of nurse and other frontline clerical staff is a 
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matter for the HSE in the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRCC01250Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRCC01300511. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the way he proposed to 
ensure the 3,000 staff to leave the Health Service Executive are not frontline clinical staff 
[13814/13]

20/03/2013WRCC01400512. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health in view of the proposed re-
duction of staff in the Health Service Executive, the risk assessment that has been undertaken 
by the HSE to ensure continuity of service provision; the areas from which the HSE proposes to 
release the staff; and if he will provide a copy of the risk assessments that have been provided 
to his Department [13815/13]

20/03/2013WRCC01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 511 and 512 
together.

The Government has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be 
reduced, in order to meet fiscal and budgetary targets. The health sector must make its contribu-
tion to that reduction.   This policy requires that by the end of 2013, the health service achieves a 
workforce of 98,955 wholetime equivalents (WTEs).  This target takes account of Government 
commitments to recruit staff in a number of priority areas - primarily mental health and primary 
care services. 

Work is being undertaken at present by my Department, in conjunction with the HSE, to 
develop  a series of targeted measures which will facilitate the achievement of the necessary 
net reductions in health service staff numbers, while at the same time ensuring that the service 
levels and other objectives provided for in the HSE’s National Service Plan 2013 are delivered 
upon.

20/03/2013WRCC01550Health Services Reform

20/03/2013WRCC01600513. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the Public Service Agree-
ment proposals that have been developed and sent to the National Implementation Body by the 
Health Service Executive in relation to the redeployment or release of clerical/administration 
staff in the HSE to ensure value for money and more efficiency of frontline service provision 
[13816/13]

20/03/2013WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Staff redeployment is a key component of the 
Public Service Agreement.  It has been central in enabling the HSE to meet significant budget-
ary and staffing  challenges in the face of increased demands for services.  In November 2012, a 
Revised Action Plan for the Health Sector was submitted  to, and subsequently accepted by, the 
National Implementation Body.  The plan confirms the HSE’s intention to continue to pursue 
staff re-deployment in line with the provisions of the Agreement and in particular in the context 
of a number of shared services developments. 

20/03/2013WRCC01750Departmental Staff Redeployment

20/03/2013WRCC01800514. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the number and grade of 
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clerical/administration staff by each location that have requested to be redeployed for the years 
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; from and to where they wished to be redeployed; if 
he will provide the same number and grade for same periods that have been redeployed to date 
and the reasons redeployment did not take peace and the impact on frontline service provision 
of decisions to prevent redeployments [13817/13]

20/03/2013WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy with the detailed information requested. 

20/03/2013WRCC01950Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

20/03/2013WRCC02000515. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate the foot wear 
allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13818/13]

20/03/2013WRCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRCC02150Health Services Charges

20/03/2013WRCC02200516. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 501 of 5 March 2013, as a letter from a registered practitioner in the EU is acceptable 
for other EU members attending accident and emergency in Ireland, the reason it is not accept-
able for an Irish person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13820/13]

20/03/2013WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As previously 
indicated, the A&E charge which is currently €100, is provided for by the Health (Out-Patient 
Charges) Regulations 1994 (as amended).  The charge charge applies to persons attending Ac-
cident and Emergency, Casualty Departments or any other facility providing similar services 
subject to exemptions set out in these regulations, including medical card holders and those 
who have a letter of referral from a registered medical practitioner.

Under EU Regulations,  a person who becomes ill or injured while on a temporary stay 
in any EU/EEA Member State or Switzerland may available of emergency health care in the 
public health system of the country under the terms of that country’s public health system.  The 
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is issued to facilitate this process.  In Ireland such a 
person is treated as if they have full eligibility (i.e. have a medical card) and no charge is levied.  
Irish citizens are treated in a similar manner when they require such emergency public health 
care within the EU\EEA and Switzerland (and produce their EHIC), the arrangements are recip-
rocal and Ireland provides services to citizens of other EU\EAA States and Switzerland while 
they provide emergency care to our citizens.

20/03/2013WRCC02350Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WRCC02400517. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a 
county by county breakdown of the number of patients currently waiting to see the consultant 
neurologist for the North-West region in Sligo General Hospital; the timeframe these patients 
have been waiting to see the neurologist; the number of people who suffer from neurological 
illness in this region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13827/13]
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20/03/2013WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of waiting lists generally 
is a matter for the HSE and the individual hospitals concerned. I have, therefore, referred the 
Deputy’s question to the Executive for direct reply.

20/03/2013WRCC02550Health Services Issues

20/03/2013WRCC02600518. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the terms of reference for any 
planned review into the provision of laundry services in the Louth Meath Hospital Group; if the 
Health Service Executive intends to carry out a review of laundry services on a national basis; 
if he will indicate the timeframe for such a review; the nature of engagement planned with staff 
representatives in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13828/13]

20/03/2013WRCC02700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s query relates to operational 
matters for the Health Service Executive, this question has been forwarded to the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRCC02750Hospital Accommodation Provision

20/03/2013WRCC02800519. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of beds/residential 
places provided in a detoxification unit (details supplied); if this unit accepts clients from coun-
ties Louth, Meath, Cavan and Monaghan; the admission criteria employed by the Health Ser-
vice Executive; the average waiting times for admission to the facility; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13831/13]

20/03/2013WRCC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
the detoxification unit referred to by the Deputy is funded by the HSE.  In relation to the specific 
queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service issues, they have been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

20/03/2013WRCC02950Medical Card Appeals

20/03/2013WRCC03000520. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
appeal in respect of a person (details supplied). [13832/13]

20/03/2013WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WRCC03150Health Services Charges

20/03/2013WRCC03200521. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will reimburse medical costs 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13891/13]

20/03/2013WRCC03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

20/03/2013WRCC03350Mobility Allowance Applications

20/03/2013WRCC03400522. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health in view of his recent deci-
sion, if he will confirm the status of an application for mobility allowance in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Carlow [13893/13]
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20/03/2013WRCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRDD00150Vaccination Programme

20/03/2013WRDD00200523. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken by his 
Department to redress the damage done as a result of the administration of the black leg vaccine 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13917/13]

20/03/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The issues contained in the Report of the Vac-
cine Damage Steering Group are complex.  They need to be considered in the wider context of 
how best to address the long term health and social needs of people who may have experienced 
adverse outcomes from all healthcare interventions.

20/03/2013WRDD00350Symphysiotomy Report

20/03/2013WRDD00400524. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health if he has received a copy 
of the Walsh Report; if so, the date on which he received same; when it will be published; if he 
will explain the delay in bringing the report to the public domain; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13919/13]

20/03/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have not yet received a copy of this report.  
As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has commissioned an independent research report 
in relation to the practice of symphysiotomy in Ireland. The research included a consultation 
process involving patient groups, health professionals and in particular the women who have 
experienced symphysiotomy. The researcher is currently finalising the report based on the con-
sultation and it is also planned to have a peer review process. It is hoped that the report will be 
published early in 2013.

My first priority is to ensure that the women who have had this procedure have their health 
needs comprehensively and professionally met. In this regard, the HSE provides a range of ser-
vices to women who continue to suffer the effects of having had this procedure. These services 
include the provision of medical cards, the availability of independent clinical advice and the 
organisation of individual pathways of care and the arrangement of appropriate follow-up. 

20/03/2013WRDD00550Prescription Charges

20/03/2013WRDD00600525. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider placing an 
upper limit cap on the amount charged when a patient is in receipt of a number of prescriptions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13885/13]

20/03/2013WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.  

Under the DPS, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar month towards 
the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for 
families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.
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20/03/2013WRDD00750Health Screening Programmes

20/03/2013WRDD00800526. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health his views on research carried 
out by the National Coalition for Vision Health here which indicates that the 220,000 already 
suffering sight loss could rise to 272,000 by 2020 and that the majority of these cases may be 
medically managed to prevent sight loss moving to total blindness; if he will make the addi-
tional resources required available as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13920/13]

20/03/2013WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There are 
detection and treatment services available at present, in the community and in acute hospital 
settings, for many conditions which can lead to vision impairment and blindness.  The Depart-
ment’s priorities are to continue to identify and address ophthalmic defects noticed at child 
health and/or school health examinations; to provide free eye examinations and free spectacles 
to all adult medical card holders; to screen for diabetic retinopathy and to reduce long waiting 
lists.

20/03/2013WRDD00950Health Services Recruitment

20/03/2013WRDD01000527. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a new chief dental officer 
will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13923/13]

20/03/2013WRDD01100528. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a new chief nursing officer 
will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13924/13]

20/03/2013WRDD01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 527 and 528 
together.

The current moratorium on the filling of posts has meant that my Department has not been 
in a position to fill the posts of Chief Dental Officer and Chief Nursing Officer. Future deci-
sions on these posts will be taken against the backdrop of my Department’s need to balance the 
delivery of business priorities with falling levels of overall resources.

20/03/2013WRDD01250Data Protection

20/03/2013WRDD01300529. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on correspon-
dence (details supplied) regarding the destruction of guthrie cards; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13902/13]

20/03/2013WRDD01400538. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Health in view of the recent polling that 
indicates that the vast majority of the public is unaware of the impending destruction of Guthrie 
cards, if he will reconsider disposing of them; if the issue could be re-examined in view of the 
fact that the generic diagnosis issue was not addressed in the policy review; if the issue will be 
addressed in the context of the forthcoming Human Tissue Bill; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13956/13]

20/03/2013WRDD01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 529 and 538 
together.

In late 2009 the Data Protection Commissioner received a complaint from a member of the 
public on the retention of NSCs. The basis of the complaint, which was upheld by the Data 



Questions - Written Answers

316

Protection Commissioner, was that NSCs should not be retained indefinitely without consent 
as this breached the Data Protection Acts 1998 and 2003. There followed a series of meetings 
between the Deputy Data Protection Commissioner, representatives from my Department, the 
Health Services Executive (HSE) and the Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street, which 
resulted in the decision to destroy existing cards that are older than ten years. This is to rectify 
a situation which had developed and which, in the words of the Data Protection Commissioner, 
“...was unlawful and could not be allowed to continue”. 

I received representations from a number of people and organisations, who pointed out 
their potential value for research. Consequently, I requested the HSE to conduct a review of 
the decision to destroy these cards. This review examined both the legal and ethical basis for 
retention of NSCs and the potential use of the existing cards for research purposes. The report 
and recommendations of the review group were submitted to me in January 2012. The review 
group supported the decision to destroy cards more than ten years old.  

However, the review group also explored how the cards could be made available to the 
research community in a way which is compatible with ethical and legal obligations. It must 
be remembered that there is no written consent from parents for the retention or use of these 
newborn screening cards taken before 2002 for research, or other, purposes.  As Deputies are 
aware, Part 4 of the Disability Act 2005 deals with genetic testing. Section 42.1 (b) which states 
that genetic testing shall not be carried out on a person unless “the consent of the person to the 
processing of any genetic data to be derived from the testing has been obtained in accordance 
with the Acts”. Sections 41.3 and 41.4 also point out what information should be provided to 
people before processing of genetic information and make clear it is an offence to process ge-
netic information without the consent of the person concerned. 

In line with its recommendations, the HSE  began an information campaign offering people 
the opportunity to have their screening card returned to them. This campaign will run until 31 
March 2013, after which the retrieval procedure will begin. I have been assured that no material 
will be disposed of before all requests received before 31 March 2013 have been processed. 

20/03/2013WRDD01550Mobility Allowance Applications

20/03/2013WRDD01600530. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
number of claims under the Equal Status Acts 2000 - 2008, made since January 2009 against his 
Department or the Health Service Executive, arising from the application of an upper age limit 
in the case of the mobility allowance, and which were referred to the Director of the Equal-
ity Tribunal; the number of such claims which have been settled by his Department and or the 
HSE prior to an Equality Officer hearing; the most recent date on which such a claim has been 
settled ans if there have been settlements; and the terms on which such claims have been settled 
[13946/13]

20/03/2013WRDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): One com-
plaint was made to the Equality Tribunal against the Department of Health under the Equal 
Status Acts on the grounds of age discrimination relating to a refusal of the Mobility Allowance. 
The Health Service Executive was also a named respondent. 

A settlement was agreed prior to a hearing on the matter, which was scheduled for 4 March 
2013.  I am not in a position to provide the Deputy with details of the settlement as the terms of 
the settlement included a confidentiality clause. 

I have asked the HSE to provide details of any other Equality Tribunal complaints it may 
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have received since 2009 in respect of the age limit for the Mobility Allowance and this infor-
mation will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

20/03/2013WRDD01750Health Services Provision

20/03/2013WRDD01800531. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be 
expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who is awaiting a surgical 
procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13906/13]

20/03/2013WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s query relates to operational 
matters for the Health Service Executive, this question has been forwarded to the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WRDD01950Vaccination Programme

20/03/2013WRDD02000532. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the possibil-
ity of contracting narcolepsy from the flu vaccine in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny; if there are many persons here to whom this has happened; the number of 
persons; the reason he has ceased communication with the support group Sound which is work-
ing with victims of this affliction in County Kilkenny when support measure were promised as 
far back as April 2012. [13932/13]

20/03/2013WRDD02100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In a number of studies in European countries 
including Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom, there is a reported association between 
vaccination against Pandemic H1N1 (2009)  and subsequent development of narcolepsy.  In 
Ireland, the report of National Steering Committee on Narcolepsy (2012) concludes that an ob-
served 13-fold increase in the incidence of narcolepsy in children/adolescents in Ireland since 
2009 is associated with Pandemrix.  The Irish Medicines Board has reported 42 such cases to 
my Department.  My priority is to ensure that those affected by narcolepsy with symptom onset 
post pandemic vaccination are provided with services and supports to meet their health needs.

The HSE and the Department of Education and Skills together provide a comprehensive 
range of services and supports to those affected.   These supports and services include access 
to rapid diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, temporary medical cards and reimbursement of 
expenses incurred. This includes expenses for counselling services for individuals and also for 
families of children affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination in cases where 
such services are not already available through the HSE.  Multi-disciplinary assessments which 
allow for the appropriate individualised health and educational supports to be put in place are 
ongoing. The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the 
HSE and with the individual schools and parents of children concerned to identify and provide 
educational supports for the children and adolescents affected.      

Myself, officials from my Department and representatives from the HSE and the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills have met representatives of the support group SOUND on a 
number of occasions to address their concerns and to outline the services available. The Health 
Service Executive advocacy unit is in regular contact with the support group SOUND.  Through 
regional co-ordinators the HSE also has frequent contact with individual members of SOUND.     
My Department is considering all possible supports which may need to be put in place for those 
affected by Narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.  A further meeting with representa-
tives from the support group will be arranged when the matter has been concluded.
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20/03/2013WREE00150Medical Card Appeals

20/03/2013WREE00200533. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card applica-
tion will be reviewed as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kilkenny; if he will expedite the matter [13948/13]

20/03/2013WREE00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WREE00350Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WREE00400534. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13943/13]

20/03/2013WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Improving access to outpatient services is a 
key priority for the Government. Building on work already undertaken by the HSE, the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund has now taken over the reporting of outpatient waiting time data.   For 
the first time data is available on www.ntpf.ie.  The collation and analysis of outpatient waiting 
time data in a standardised format will reveal the distribution of long waiters across all hospi-
tals. In the first instance, this will allow resources to be targeted towards those patients who are 
waiting longest and ensure that they are seen and assessed.  For 2013, a maximum waiting time 
target has now been set of 12 months for a first time outpatient appointment. 

In parallel with reducing the numbers of longest waiters, the SDU will also work with the 
HSE Clinical Programmes to reform the structure, organisation and delivery of outpatient ser-
vices to ensure that the right patient is seen and assessed by the right health professional at the 
right time. 

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

20/03/2013WREE00550Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

20/03/2013WREE00600535. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
is eligible for Benik splint which is needed for rehabilitation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13944/13]

20/03/2013WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WREE00750Medical Card Numbers

20/03/2013WREE00800536. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health the number of discretionary 
medical cards in place on both the 31 December 2010 and the 31 December 2011; the number 
of general practitioner visit cards in place on both the 31 December 2010 and the 31 December 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13915/13]
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20/03/2013WREE00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 537 answered with Question No. 42.

  Question No. 538 answered with Question No. 529.

  Question No. 539 answered with Question No. 34.

20/03/2013WREE01250Mental Health Services Report

20/03/2013WREE01300540. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the recommenda-
tions in a Vision for Change which have been implemented; and the recommendations which 
have yet to be implemented. [13994/13]

20/03/2013WREE01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Implementa-
tion of A Vision for Change (AVFC) and the reform of our mental health services is a priority 
for this Government.  Implementation of AVFC has been slower than originally expected.  It 
has been delayed by a number of factors including the changed economic context, constraints 
in public spending and the moratorium on recruitment.  It is expected that the appointment of a 
Director for Mental Health, which was advertised recently by the HSE, will greatly accelerate 
the pace of implementation.  

Nonetheless, a great deal of progress has been made with the accelerated closure of old 
psychiatric hospitals and their replacement with bespoke new facilities, better suited to modern 
mental health care.  Progress also includes shorter episodes of in-patient care and the involve-
ment of service users in all aspects of mental health policy, service planning and delivery. 

A modern mental health service is best delivered in the community and in 2012 a special 
allocation of €35m was provided primarily to further strengthen Community Mental Health 
Teams in both adult and children’s mental health services, to advance activities in the area of 
suicide prevention, to initiate the provision of psychological and counselling services in pri-
mary care, specifically for people with mental health problems and to facilitate the re-location 
of mental health service users from institutional care to more independent living arrangements 
in their communities, in line with AVFC. 414 posts were approved to implement the €35m 
package of special measures.   

Budget 2013 provided a further €35m for the continued development of our mental health 
services including forensics and community mental health teams for adults, children, older 
persons and mental health intellectual disability  Over 470 additional staff will be recruited to 
implement these measures.  

In order to ensure that the additional resources will be used to best effect, discussions are on-
going within the HSE, and in consultation with the Department of Health, to finalise the alloca-
tion of these resources.  Each HSE Region is being asked to submit a business case against each 
of the identified objectives detailing how the funding is to be spent and the type and number of 
WTE to be recruited.  It is expected that this process will be concluded in the very near future.   

The Minister for Health has been assured by the HSE that the recruitment process for the 
new posts being funded in 2013 and any outstanding posts from the 414 approved in 2012 is 
being given priority within the HSE.
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20/03/2013WREE01450Services for People with Disabilities

20/03/2013WREE01500541. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15 will receive speech and language therapy and occupational therapy: if the attached 
medical evidence with be considered; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13967/13]

20/03/2013WREE01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The particular issue raised by the Deputy is 
a service matter for the Health Service Executive. Accordingly I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WREE01650Hospital Waiting Lists

20/03/2013WREE01700542. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an ap-
pointment at the South Infirmary in County Cork in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14003/13]

20/03/2013WREE01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s query relates to operational 
matters for the Health Service Executive, this question has been forwarded to the HSE to reply 
directly to the Deputy.

20/03/2013WREE01850National Children’s Hospital Status

20/03/2013WREE01900543. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the procedures followed 
to date in the course of the various preparations in respect of the building of the National Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Dublin; the extent to which the scale of facilities has been identified; when the 
architectural work will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14004/13]

20/03/2013WREE02000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The decision to locate the new children’s 
hospital on the St James’s campus was announced on 6 November 2012. Co-location, and ulti-
mately tri-location with a maternity hospital, on the St James’s campus will support the provi-
sion of excellence in clinical care that our children deserve.  The new children’s hospital is a 
key commitment in the Programme for Government and the largest project within the current 
Capital Plan.  This Government regards the building of the hospital as a priority and no effort 
will be spared in expediting its completion.  

Following the announcement of the Government’s decision, the first priority has been to 
determine the project management structures and governance arrangements required to enable 
delivery of the project as quickly as possible and to the highest quality.  In this regard I intend 
to restructure the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board so that it focuses on the core 
function of planning, designing, building and equipping the new hospital. The membership of 
the restructured Board will align with this core function and include the necessary capital de-
velopment expertise. The required legislation will, inevitably, take some time and as the terms 
of office of the majority of Board members expired on 5 December, I have appointed senior 
representatives from my Department and the HSE as an interim measure aimed at ensuring ef-
fective governance and decision-making for the project during this transitional phase. 

At this important initial stage it is crucial that the project continues without delay. Work 
has been progressing in relation to the site and site preparation, while a review of urgent care 
centre(s) configuration is underway and a time-limited review of Dublin maternity services 
configuration is due to commence shortly. The Dolphin report concluded that the existing plan 
for the Ambulatory and Urgent Care Centre in Tallaght would need to be revisited in light of 
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any decision about the location of the new children’s hospital. The necessary review is well 
underway and is expected to be complete within the coming weeks; its outcome will be a key 
factor in finalising the scale of the facilities required on the St James’s campus. 

With regard to the architectural work, much of the work that has been done for the project in 
its previous location on the Mater site is transferable to the new site. However, a new design for 
the new site is required and in this regard the transitional National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board is progressing the procurement of a new design team. 

This Government’s priority is to ensure that the project proceeds securely to completion as 
quickly as possible and with optimal results. I am confident that the project management and 
governance structures now being put in place will enable the fastest possible delivery of this 
key infrastructure for children’s hospital services. 

20/03/2013WREE02050National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

20/03/2013WREE02100544. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the previously incurred 
costs associated with investigative consultancy, planning or architectural issues in respect of 
previous sites for the National Children’s Hospital are likely to be offset in the totality of costs 
associated with the currently proposed site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14005/13]

20/03/2013WREE02200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The decision to locate the new children’s 
hospital on the St James’s campus was announced on 6 November 2012. Co-location, and ulti-
mately tri-location with a maternity hospital, on the St James’s campus will support the provi-
sion of excellence in clinical care that our children deserve. The new children’s hospital is a 
key commitment in the Programme for Government and the largest project within the current 
Capital Plan.  This Government regards the building of the hospital as a priority and no effort 
will be spared in expediting its completion.  

The budget for this project was originally set at €650 million.  €450 million of this was 
indented Exchequer funding of which €39m has been spent on the Mater site.  The rest of the 
funding will come from a number of sources, e.g. education and research bodies, research foun-
dations, commercial enterprises, philanthropy and other sources. In addition, up to €200m can 
be made available from the sale of the National Lottery.

Of the €39m spent on the project in its previous location, much of the work that was done 
for the project on its previous site can be transferred to the new site. However, a proportion of 
the costs incurred require to be written off. This cannot be avoided, having regard to the fact 
that the continuing serious planning concerns identified meant that the project could not con-
tinue on the original site. The totality of costs for the project in its new location will be deter-
mined as part of the updated business case to be finalised by the National Paediatric Hospital 
Development Board. 

20/03/2013WREE02250Orthodontic Services Provision

20/03/2013WREE02300545. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of children that 
have received orthodontic treatment in each of the past four years to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14012/13]

20/03/2013WREE02400549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
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diagnosed as being in need of category one orthodontic treatment in each of the past five years 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14007/13]

20/03/2013WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 545 and 549 together.

The HSE provides orthodontic treatment to patients based on their level of clinical need. An 
individual’s access to orthodontic treatment is determined against a set of clinical guidelines 
called the Modified Index of Treatment Need. Patients with the greatest level of need, i.e. Grade 
5 or Grade 4 are provided with treatment by the HSE. The information sought by the Deputy 
is not readily available. It is being collated by the HSE and will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

20/03/2013WREE02550Medical Card Numbers

20/03/2013WREE02600546. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the total number of full 
medical cards issued and or general practitioner cards now in circulation; the number of new 
cards that have been issued; the number that have been withdrawn; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14013/13]

20/03/2013WREE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I am advised by 
the HSE that as at 1st March 2013, the number of eligible persons with medical cards was 
1,857,833 and the number of eligible persons with GP visit cards was 130,169 (please see at-
tached sheet).

The information sought by the Deputy on the number of new cards that have been issued 
and the number that have been withdrawn is not readily available in the format requested.  The 
numbers are not clear for presentation and can cause confusion.  There are a number of reasons 
for this, e.g. there is an element of churn involved in any time period as clients can lose eligi-
bility for a period of time due to non response etc., which is subsequently approved on review 
following appropriate engagement with the HSE by the client. In addition Medical cards are 
issued on an ongoing basis in respect of new applicants and in respect of applicants on review. 
It is not possible to clearly identify what is a ‘new’ card, as a client may have held and lost 
eligibility in the past, at any time, even a number of months ago, and on a number of occasions 
over a prolonged period as their circumstances change.

To date the Central Office has processed 820,873 applications for Medical Cards with 
95.38% of completed applications been processed within 15 working days. The remaining 
4.62% are being processed.  These applications predominantly relate to applicants whose as-
sessable income is in excess of the financial guidelines, and who are claiming undue medical 
hardship. The HSE has arrangements in place for Medical Officers to review such cases. The 
appointment of additional Medical Officers has reduced the number of applications currently 
waiting for Medical Officer assessment. The target turnaround time for discretionary medical 
cards is 20 working days. These figures are updated on a weekly basis and can be viewed on 
www.medicalcard.ie  

20/03/2013WREE02750HSE Agency Staff Issues

20/03/2013WREE02800547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he ex-
pects to be in a position to encourage the replacement of agency nursing staff throughout the 
public system with permanent or part time staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[14006/13]

20/03/2013WREE02900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Given the requirement on the HSE to reduce 
numbers employed and to maximise savings, there is only very limited scope to offer perma-
nent nursing posts at present. The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has approved the 
Graduate Nurse Placement Initiative on the basis that participants will not be counted in health 
service staff numbers and that it will contribute to reducing unsustainable levels of agency and 
overtime expenditure. The HSE is currently accepting applications from graduates who wish to 
participate in the Initiative. The HSE’s National Service Plan for 2013 provides for a saving of 
€10m in the current year, arising from the introduction of this scheme.

20/03/2013WREE02950Medical Card Applications

20/03/2013WREE03000548. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13977/13]

20/03/2013WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 549 answered with Question No. 545.

20/03/2013WREE03250Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors Remuneration

20/03/2013WREE03300550. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which non-
consultant hospital doctors in this jurisdiction require remuneration in line with other jurisdic-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14008/13]

20/03/2013WREE03400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): At the outset I wish to acknowledge the criti-
cal role played by NCHDs in the provision of our health services. I am deeply aware of the 
need to facilitate the recruitment of NCHDs and to ensure that posts are sufficiently attractive 
in terms of future career development, working conditions and remuneration. Most NCHDs are 
recruited by the postgraduate training bodies for placement in training posts.  Approximately 
15% of NCHDs are recruited to non-training posts.  I have recently emphasised to the HSE the 
need to focus on reducing NCHDs working hours and, as part of this process, to ensure that they 
undertake duties appropriate to the grade.

Government public sector pay policy is driven by the requirement to achieve savings and 
attain sustainability. In order to restore the public finances it has been necessary to implement 
reductions in remuneration that apply across the Public Service. These reductions have been 
applied to NCHDs in the same manner as other staff with comparable levels of remuneration.

While deficits in the NCHD workforce have arisen in recent years, the HSE response has 
ensured that there has been little, if any, service reduction arising from problems filling posts 
and that most posts are now filled.

20/03/2013WRFF00150Services for People with Disabilities

20/03/2013WRFF00200551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which inten-
sive or any research continues to be conducted here with a view to a determination of the cause 
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or causes of Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome or similar conditions; the extent to which compari-
sons have been made with other European countries in respect of determination of the origins, 
whether genetic or otherwise; the degree to which the number of cases reported in this country 
compares with the averages in other European countries [14014/13]

20/03/2013WRFF00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Depart-
ment of Health does not collect information on children identified with Autism and Asperger’s 
on a national or international basis.  Information pertaining to diagnosis is specifically excluded 
from the National Intellectual Disability Database as the database is not designed as a medical 
epidemiological tool.  Accordingly the database does not record the incidence of Autism or any 
other disability. 

The 2011 National Council for Special Education (NCSE) study on prevalence of special 
educational needs in Ireland (A Study on the Prevalence of Special Educational Needs, Joanne 
Banks and Selina McCoy, Economic and Social Research Institute) includes autism and esti-
mates that prevalence for autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is 1 in 100.  

In 2004, the Department of Health provided funding for research into autism through the 
HRB as part of the Autism Genome Project - a collaboration of autism researchers internation-
ally aimed at understanding susceptibility to ASD, to pave the way towards the development 
of better diagnostics and treatments. The research groups for this work were based in Trinity 
College Dublin and University College Dublin. The second phase of the program (2007-2011) 
was recently completed. This research investigated the genetic risk factors in ASD by pooling 
DNA obtained from a large international sample of individuals and their families, including 
many Irish families. Genetic screening was then employed to identify (i) genetic variants that 
might increase the risk of autism and (ii) structural changes in the DNA of people with autism. 
In parallel, complete clinical information was gathered on participants and the clinical and ge-
netic information was combined in the analysis. 

The main outcome showed that although ASDs have a substantial genetic basis, most of the 
known genetic risk has been traced to rare structural gene variants. These gene variants were 
both de novo (arising for the first time in individuals) or inherited, implicating many novel ASD 
genes and genes involved in neurodevelopment.  The results of this research revealed many 
new genetic and functional targets in ASD, that has increased the understanding of the causes of 
ASD and will inform future therapeutic approaches.  The key research findings were published 
in the prestigious international science journal Nature.

20/03/2013WRFF00350Medical Research

20/03/2013WRFF00400552. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the full extent of any re-
search on-going in relation to the various life-threatening illnesses currently affecting the broad-
est age profile of the population, children and adults of all ages; the degree to which the origins 
of such conditions continue to be monitored; the number of incidents compared with those in 
other jurisdictions throughout Europe; the extent to which any information can be obtained to 
ascertain the reason for higher or lower level of conditions in particular regions, nationally and 
overseas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14015/13]

20/03/2013WRFF00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The principal life-threatening illnesses fall 
into the categories of diseases of the circulatory system and malignant neoplasms.  Taken to-
gether these two areas of disease account for over 60% of deaths each year in Ireland.  Exten-
sive research into these and other significant causes of both morbidity and mortality continues 
to be conducted internationally and within Ireland.  
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Monitoring of population health takes place at a number of levels - nationally, at EU level, 
and internationally.  This includes vital statistics on causes of death, notification of infectious 
diseases, disease registers, data on hospital discharges, and population-based health survey 
data.  The reasons for higher or lower prevalence and/or mortality by region and across coun-
tries can vary according to the condition and can be due to a range of factors. These may include 
lifestyle determinants, genetic variables, socio-economic factors, demographic variations and a 
number of other potential explanatory variables.  Much of the public health research into major 
causes of morbidity and mortality is devoted to increasing our understanding of these underly-
ing causes to improve both treatment and prevention.  

Health research projects in Ireland, including those related to principal life-threatening ill-
nesses, can take place in many fora including Universities, hospitals and research projects fund-
ed by my Department through the Health Research Board etc.  Information on these research 
projects is not readily available in my Department.  

20/03/2013WRFF00550Professional Qualifications

20/03/2013WRFF00600553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of doctors 
that have graduated in each of the past five years to date; the number of such places required 
throughout the public health sector in each year; the number of places filled by Irish graduates; 
the extent to which any shortfall was filled or is being filled; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14009/13]

20/03/2013WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Higher Education Authority has advised 
that the total number of medical graduates for the period 2007 to 2011, the latest year available, 
is as follows: 

   2007 - 725
   2008 - 680
   2009 - 693
   2010 - 780
   2011 - 738

The intern year is the first year of postgraduate medical training and a medical practitioner 
cannot be fully accredited without successfully completing it.Under the provisions of the Medi-
cal Practitioners Act 2007 it is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE) to assess, on an 
annual basis, the number of intern training posts required by the health service. My Department 
is in regular contact with the HSE in relation to the issue of intern places with the aim, in so 
far as is possible, of providing a sufficient number of intern places for Irish/EU graduates from 
Irish medical schools.

There are 639 intern posts available for the July 2013 intake. Information regarding the 
nationality of post holders is collated on an EEA / non-EEA basis. To date, all intern posts have 
been filled each year with no shortfalls. Furthermore, all EEA graduates from Irish medical 
schools, who sought an intern post and who met the eligibility requirements, were accommo-
dated. The HSE remain confident that this year will be no exception.

20/03/2013WRFF00750Care of the Elderly

20/03/2013WRFF00800554. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans for funding the develop-
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ment of elder care in the public health system; and his plans funding elder care of public pa-
tients in for profit nursing homes (details supplied). [14016/13]

20/03/2013WRFF00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): This Govern-
ment is committed to enhancing the quality of life of older people, maintaining their full poten-
tial, supporting them in their homes and communities, providing access to respite care and day 
care and, when required, providing access to quality long-term residential care. This commit-
ment is reflected in both the HSE’s National Service Plan 2013 and the National Operational 
Plan 2013 which set the following service targets for this year:

Service Expected Activity 2013
Home Care Packages 10,870
New Home Care Package Clients 4,800
Home Help Hours 10.3m
No. of people in receipt of Home Help 
hours

50,002

No. of Day Care places 21,460
No. of people funded under the Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme

22,761

No. of new Elder Abuse referrals 2,640
 

 It should be noted that these targets are either the same as, or greater than, the level of ser-
vice provided in 2012. 

With regard to residential services for older people, both myself and my colleague, Minister 
Reilly are committed to the provision of a quality public nursing home service, underpinned by 
a system of registration and inspection. The Nursing Homes Support Scheme provides financial 
support to people assessed as needing long-term nursing home care. The scheme is founded on 
the basis that long-term care should be affordable and that a person should receive the same 
level of State support whether they choose a public, voluntary or private nursing home.   Nurs-
ing home residents in receipt of financial support under the Scheme contribute towards the cost 
of their care according to their means. In 2012, with a budget of almost €1 billion, financial 
support was provided to over 22,000 people in nursing homes.

20/03/2013WRFF00950Nurses Registration

20/03/2013WRFF01000555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent of the require-
ment of nurses throughout the public health sector through each of the past five years to date; 
the extent to which this requirement is being met; if the public service recruitment embargo has 
created any particular problems in meeting requirements to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14010/13]

20/03/2013WRFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Croke Park Agreement has been crucial 
to the health service’s ability to manage through the very difficult circumstances of recent years.  
The flexibility and adaptability shown by staff has meant that even with reducing staff num-
bers, service levels have largely been maintained and indeed performance in relation to certain 
key indicators, for example Emergency Departments and hospital waiting lists, has improved.  
Where critical service needs are concerned, limited recruitment of key staff has taken place.

 The HSE National Service Plan for 2013 provides for implementation of a focussed ap-
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proach to the management of the staffing resource in order to deliver the service objectives 
of the plan, while controlling payroll and related costs.   Objectives to be advanced include: 
Specific priority work practice changes for identified health disciplines; Systematic reviews of 
rosters, skill mix and staffing levels; Increased use of re-deployment; and Further productivity 
increases.

The number (WTE excluding career break)  of nurses employed in the public health service 
for each year from end-2008 to end-2012 is as follows:

2008- 38,108

2009- 37,466

2010 - 36,503

2011 - 35,902

2012 - 34,637

20/03/2013WRFF01150Drug Treatment Programmes Funding

20/03/2013WRFF01200556. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that funding 
is given immediately to the new South East Fingal Drugs and Alcohol Project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13986/13]

20/03/2013WRFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On 7 January last, my Department received 
a proposal from the Howth Sutton Community Council for funding to establish a drugs and 
alcohol prevention project in South East Fingal, which would serve communities in Baldoyle, 
Bayside, Sutton and Howth.  

The Deputy will be aware that Local and Regional Drugs Task Forces play a key role in 
assessing the nature of the drug problem in their areas and coordinating action at local level so 
that there is a targeted response to the drug problem in local communities.  It is a matter for each 
Drugs Task Force to decide which projects to support based on agreed priorities for their area 
within the overall budget available to them.  I have been in contact with Howth Sutton Commu-
nity Council and have advised them to submit their proposal to Dublin North East Local Drugs 
Task Force for consideration.  My Department will consider the proposal if it is recommended 
by the Task Force.  

20/03/2013WRFF01350Medical Card Applications

20/03/2013WRFF01400557. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite a medical card 
application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14018/13]

20/03/2013WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/03/2013WRFF01550Hospital Staff

20/03/2013WRFF01600558. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which nursing, 
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medical, consultant or non-consultant posts have been met in line with requirements throughout 
the public health sector in each of the past three years to date; the area or areas, if any, in respect 
of which any particular problems have arisen; his plans for resolution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14011/13]

20/03/2013WRFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Subject to overall parameters set by Govern-
ment, the Health Service Executive has the responsibility for determining the composition of its 
staffing complement. In this regard my Department has asked the Executive to investigate the 
matter raised by the Deputy and to reply directly to him.

20/03/2013WRFF01750Action Plan for Jobs

20/03/2013WRFF01800559. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in view 
of the fact that the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 quotes that the air transport industry directly em-
ploys 26,000 persons, if he will provide details of the levels of employment in each sector of 
the air transport industry, the geographic spread of these jobs and the number employed in each 
airport. [13655/13]

20/03/2013WRFF01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Action Plan for 
Jobs 2013 refers to a report by Oxford Economics which quotes an estimate of 26,000 directly 
employed in the air transport industry in Ireland. That report provides a limited breakdown of 
this figure stating that airlines registered in Ireland directly employ 10,000 people and that avia-
tion ground-based infrastructure employs 16,000 people. (The report categorises ground-based 
infrastructure as including facilities serving passengers such as baggage handling, ticketing, 
retail and catering, air navigation, etc). 

In 2012 the number of people employed directly at the three State airports totalled 2,414 
full-time equivalents.

The Oxford Economics report can be accessed on http://www.benefitsofaviation.aero/Docu-
ments/Benefits-of-Aviation-Ireland-2011.pdf  

20/03/2013WRFF01950Rail Services

20/03/2013WRFF02000560. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for decreasing the length of DARTs being run at peak hours resulting in services at rush hour 
periods being cramped to a very uncomfortable and possible unsafe degree. [14099/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród  Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

20/03/2013WRFF02150Taxi Regulations

20/03/2013WRFF02200561. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if taxi drivers 
will be able to apply decal branding to their taxis which is bilingual; or if they will be able to 
affix one in English and one in Irish on either side. [14100/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport(Deputy Alan 
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Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including issues 
related to taxi branding, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the Public 
Transport Regulation Act 2009.     

I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within 10 working days. 

20/03/2013WRFF02350Driving Licences

20/03/2013WRFF02400562. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
Road Safety Authority review process will be complete in order to ascertain if there is a role for 
scanned photographs with the SAFE2 process. [14135/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02500563. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the serious threat facing the professional printed photo ID market 
with the introduction of the new driving licences; the reason the Road Safety Authority did not 
allow private operators the opportunity to tender for this process; the steps he will take to pre-
serve jobs in this industry; if he will consider delivering a policy of coexistence between SGS 
and the professional printed photo ID industry in order that they can both survive and grow their 
respective businesses. [14137/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02600564. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding photographic identification; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14194/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02700569. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
a submission regarding photograph ID on driving licences; his plans to address the position as 
outlined to protect the employment within the companies involved; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13645/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02800575. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
review of the proposed process to transfer responsibility of processing of all driving licence 
applications to SGS will take place to investigate the role for scanned photographs within the 
SAFE2 process; if the photography industry can co-exist with SGS as part of the new driving 
licence procedure in order to protect the welfare of the photo ID industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13903/13]

20/03/2013WRFF02900578. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
give further consideration to the request of Retail Excellence Ireland in relation to the restric-
tive award of Photographic ID Services for driving licences; if he will review this decision as 
requested by Retail Excellence Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14354/13]

20/03/2013WRFF03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 562 to 564, inclusive, 569, 575 and 578 together. 

The Government decided in 2011 to centralise driver licence provision, following an ex-
amination of the options for driver licensing which found that a centralised system would offer 
enhanced security and consistency, and be more efficient and cost-effective. The Road Safety 
Authority (Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) Act 2012 provides for the RSA to become the 
central driver licensing authority in Ireland.  This came into effect on 12 January 2013.    

The new system involves three outsourced elements, a card production facility, a front of-
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fice for engaging with the customer, and a back office to process applications.  All three are 
overseen by a ‘centre of excellence’ based in the RSA itself.   The card licence is standardised 
across the European Union and therefore there must be consistency in the quality and standard 
of information used.  The photograph will be digital and will not be stuck onto the card in the 
way it was on the old paper licence.  The capture of the photograph is included in the fee for the 
licence. As the system develops, the SAFE2 ID standard will be implemented, at which point 
the only option will be the digital photo taken at the Front Office Network.   

The operation of the tender processes for the outsourced elements was a matter for the RSA, 
I had no power to intervene in it, and the contractors have already been procured.

20/03/2013WRFF03050Local Improvements Scheme

20/03/2013WRFF03100565. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
allocated any specific funding to any local authority for 2013 in respect of the local improve-
ment scheme; if so, the amount of funding allocated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14236/13]

20/03/2013WRFF03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This year, local 
authorities are permitted to use up to 7% of their Discretionary Grant (as notified in January 
2013) for works under the Local Improvement Scheme should they wish to do so. As a result, 
the Local Improvement Scheme has been suspended for 2013.

20/03/2013WRFF03250Rail Services

20/03/2013WRFF03300566. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will direct Iarnród Éireann to immediately add carriages to the Dublin to Westport / Ballina 
train service to address the regular overcrowding on the train which is a health and safety con-
cern and to improve the service particularly in this year of The Gathering; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14238/13]

20/03/2013WRFF03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

20/03/2013WRFF03450Road Toll Operators

20/03/2013WRFF03500567. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
to the State of the traffic guarantees provided for the Limerick tunnel scheme; the estimated cost 
in 2013, 2014 and 2015 of the traffic guarantee based on no traffic growth on existing levels, 1% 
traffic growth, 2% traffic growth, 3% traffic growth and 4% traffic growth; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13629/13]

20/03/2013WRFF03600568. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
to the State of the traffic guarantees provided for the M3 scheme; the estimated cost in 2013, 
2014 and 2015 of the traffic guarantee based on no traffic growth on existing levels;1% traffic 
growth, 2% traffic growth, 3% traffic growth and 4% traffic growth; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13630/13]
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20/03/2013WRFF03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 567 and 568 together. 

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads 
Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.   

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.
     

           Question No. 569 answered with Question No. 562.

20/03/2013WRGG00350EU Funding

20/03/2013WRGG00400570. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if, in the 
context of making submissions for the next round of EU structural funding for the period 2014 
to 2020, he will take steps to include Killucan Station, County Westmeath as the first station on 
entering the BMW region on the County Sligo railway line, and the first station to be reinstated 
under the new fund, as it would be in a position to cater for the significant population increase 
in the east Mullingar area, which would willingly utilise the facility; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13730/13]

20/03/2013WRGG00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Regulations for the 
next round of EU structural funding covering 2014-2020 are currently being negotiated and it is 
hoped that they will be agreed during the Irish Presidency. 

I understand that the bulk of ERDF funding will be concentrated on four thematic objec-
tives, with particular priority being given to Research, Technological Development and inno-
vation, ICT, enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs and supporting the shift towards a low 
carbon economy. My Department is currently liaising with the transport agencies with a view 
to identifying projects that could potentially fulfil the eligibility criteria for funding. Officials 
from my Department have also recently met with both Regional Authorities and also with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Projects which are earmarked for EU co-financing must be co-funded by the capital budget 
of the relevant implementing Department. In this regard, the Government’s policy in relation 
to capital investment funding to 2016 is set out in the “Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
2012-16: Medium Term Exchequer Framework  “. 

As there has been an overall reduction in funding for transport infrastructure, the priority to 
2016 is to protect investments made to date and to maintain safety standards. The limited fund-
ing available over and above this priority will only be provided for projects which are afford-
able, meet overall transport objectives and deliver the best return in terms of economic recovery 
and job creation. The re-opening of Killucan station has not been included in the “Infrastruc-
ture and Capital Investment 2012-16: Medium Term Exchequer Framework  “ and there are 
no funds available for this project to 2016. 

In relation to the period 2017 to 2020, projects will be reviewed in 2016 having regard to 
available funding and the proposals and priorities set out in the Strategic Framework for Invest-
ment in Land Transport which is currently underway.  
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20/03/2013WRGG00550Road Safety Strategy

20/03/2013WRGG00600571. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the Ministerial Committee on Road Safety will next meet; if he will outline the indica-
tive agenda of the Road Safety Committee; if he will report how often the Committee meets. 
[13748/13]

20/03/2013WRGG00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Road Safety 
Strategy 2013 - 2020 was approved by the Government recently.  I will formally launch the 
Strategy at the EU Presidency Road Transport Safety Conference on Serious Injuries which will 
be held in Dublin Castle on Thursday 28 March 2013.

It is my intention to hold a meeting of the Ministerial Committee on Road Safety shortly 
thereafter.  I anticipate that the agenda for the meeting will centre on the actions contained in 
the new Strategy and on the plans to deliver those actions. 

I propose to hold meetings of the Committee 3 to 4 times annually.   

20/03/2013WRGG00750Penalty Point System

20/03/2013WRGG00800572. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on the ongoing use of mobile phones by motorists in view of the fact that the Road 
Safety Authority states that using a mobile phone makes a driver four times more likely to crash 
their car; if he is considering any further measures in conjunction with the RSA to tackle the 
problem of driving while using a mobile phone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13750/13]

20/03/2013WRGG00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department 
published a Review of the Penalty Points System in 2012 which recommended a number of 
adjustments to the current system, including an increase in the number of penalty points for 
mobile phone offences.  The views of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport, and Com-
munications were sought and obtained on the published Review.  

On foot of the published Review and in order to improve driver behaviour in this area, I 
decided to increase the number of penalty points for the offence of driving while holding a mo-
bile phone from 2 to 3 penalty points on the payment of a fixed charge and from 4 to 5 penalty 
points on conviction in Court.

The Road Traffic Bill 2013 contains the amendment to the existing provision for the in-
crease in the number of penalty points for this offence. 

My Department is also examining, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, whether fur-
ther legislative provisions are required in relation to the offence of using a mobile phone while 
driving.   

20/03/2013WRGG00950Road Signage

20/03/2013WRGG01000573. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of money spent by the National Roads Authority on purchasing additional signage for the years 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13896/13]

20/03/2013WRGG01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 



20 March 2013

333

Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Furthermore, very specific responsibility is placed on the NRA in relation to the provision 
of road signage in Section 19 of the Roads Act 1993.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

20/03/2013WRGG01150Tourism Promotion

20/03/2013WRGG01200574. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
request Tourism Ireland to have a tourism market office in California, USA and in Montreal, 
Canada; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13897/13]

20/03/2013WRGG01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the Deputy 
will be aware, Tourism Ireland was established under the framework of the Belfast Agreement 
of Good Friday 1998. It is jointly funded by the Irish Government and the Northern Ireland 
Executive, and operates under the auspices of the North/South Ministerial Council through the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment in Northern Ireland and my Department here. 

In terms of the location of Tourism Ireland’s overseas offices, obviously this is primarily an 
operational matter for the agency itself. Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s Question to 
Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.

  Question No. 575 answered with Question No. 562.

20/03/2013WRGG01550Road Maintenance

20/03/2013WRGG01600576. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will clarify if the assets of a developer are taken over by the National Assets Management 
Agency that those assets can include what was formerly a designated public roads, that is, an 
access road into an unfinished housing estate; if NAMA is in charge of such access roads into 
residential estates who is liable for any completion and or remedial works that may be required; 
the person responsible for any significant speeding or enforcement issues in relation to unfin-
ished footpaths, traffic calming measures, inadequate road surfaces and so on; the implications 
of having a private road as a major access route to public roads in residential areas; if the rules 
of the road apply to all vehicles on a private road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13929/13]

20/03/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport(Deputy Leo Varadkar): I would draw the 
Deputy’s attention to the provisions of the Roads Act 1993 (including sections 11 and 12) and 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (section 180) insofar as they relate to the declaration 
of roads to be public roads and the ‘taking-in-charge’ of roads by local authorities.  

The booklet ‘Rules of the Road’ is intended to reflect road traffic legislation and road users 
are expected to observe them in all circumstances. Enforcement of road traffic legislation is of 
course a matter for An Garda Siochána. 
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20/03/2013WRGG01750Transport Costs

20/03/2013WRGG01800577. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans his 
Department or any of the State agencies within his remit have to review transport costs or com-
parison of transport costs between towns within the Dublin commuter belt such as Newbridge 
and other towns of equal distance from Dublin as stated in attached submission; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13970/13]

20/03/2013WRGG01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I note that infor-
mation has been sought from the NTA as regards the cost information mentioned. I have for-
warded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Question No. 578 answered with Question No. 562.


