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         Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

13/03/2013WRA00275Philanthropy Initiative

13/03/2013WRA0030011. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way he expects the philanthropy initiative 2013 and the arts in education charter, launched 
recently by the Minister for Education and Skills, Deputy Ruairí Quinn to facilitate and support 
art education is schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13131/13]

13/03/2013WRA0040026. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if his 
attention has been drawn to the philanthropy initiative 2013 whereby organisations and schools 
wishing to avail of funding under the scheme have to match €1 of taxpayer money with €2 from 
private sector funding has the potential to exclude schools and organisations in disadvantaged 
areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13132/13]

13/03/2013WRA00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 11 and 26 together. 

I recently announced a new Philanthropy Initiative for 2013.  This initiative is designed to 
encourage philanthropic sponsorship and endowment funding of the arts from private sources 
and to maximise investment in the arts by unlocking many multiples of the funding put up by 
the taxpayer.  It also provides an incentive to arts organisations to proactively seek new and 
multi-annual relationships with sponsors which deliver private sector financial support, thereby 
increasing overall funding available to the arts.

This year, €210,000 will be available to arts organisations under the scheme.  The terms of 
the scheme allow arts and culture organisations to apply to the Philanthropy Initiative for fund-
ing if they can generate funding from the private sector by philanthropy or fundraising in the 
following ratios:

- Up to €5,000 of funds can be accessed through the scheme if the organisation can match 
each €1 from the taxpayer with €2 from private sector funding;  

- Up to €10,000 can be accessed if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €3 from 
private sector funding; 

- Up to €15,000 can be accessed if each €1 from the taxpayer can be matched by €4 from 
private sector funding.

The application form is available on my Department’s website and applications are dealt 
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with on a first-come-first-served basis. The application form includes a provision that in the 
event of multiple applications competing for limited grant allocation, priority will be given to 
Arts in Education projects aimed at disadvantaged (DEIS) schools.

This year, the majority of the Philanthropy Initiative funding will be directed towards arts 
and culture organisations seeking support for projects that include an education component.  
This is designed to support another of my policy initiatives - the Arts in Education Charter, 
launched recently by myself and my colleague, Minister Ruairi Quinn TD, Minister for Educa-
tion and Skills.  The Charter sets out a range of actions to be undertaken by our two Depart-
ments, the cultural institutions, the Arts Council and arts organisations.  In 2013, I hope that the 
Philanthropy Initiative, while continuing to provide an incentive to arts organisations to engage 
in fundraising, will also encourage arts and culture organisations to engage creatively with chil-
dren and young people and add to their education.  In doing so, they will be helping to foster 
the artists and the audiences of the future.

The 2012 Philanthropy initiative exceeded all expectations and gives an example of how the 
careful targeting of taxpayer funding can produce very good value for money.  It was anticipat-
ed that for every €1 of public money invested, private sector funds of €2.50 could be generated.  
At the end of 2012, the scheme was reviewed and the results indicated that it had exceeded all 
expectations by unlocking 70% more private sector funding than had been anticipated.  The 
arts got a boost of over €1 million last year, of which less than one-fifth came from the public 
purse. A full list of awards under this scheme can be viewed on my Department’s website at 
www.ahg.gov.ie  

13/03/2013WRA00550Údarás na Gaeltachta

13/03/2013WRA0060012. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an dhéanfaid sé ráiteas maidir le hionadaíocht ó na Gaeltachtaí beaga ar Bhord an Údaráis ós 
rud é nach mbeidh ionadaíocht lánaimseartha ag Gaeltacht na Mí ar an bhord, agus go bhfuil 
ionadaithe ón dá Ghaeltacht bheaga eile ainmnithe aige ar an bhord. [13095/13]

13/03/2013WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley):  Tá réimse leathan taithí, scileanna agus cáilíochtaí ag na comhaltaí atá ceaptha 
agam ar bhord Údarás na Gaeltachta. Chomh maith leis sin, cuimsíonn an ionadaíocht reatha 
atá ar an bhord gach contae a bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta ina dhlínse, Contae na Mí san áireamh. 
Tá mé sásta, dá réir, go bhfuil an bord nua atá ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ionadaíoch do phobal 
na Gaeltachta i gcoitinne.

Creidim go gcuirfidh na ceapacháin atá déanta agam le cumas Údarás na Gaeltachta feidh-
miú go héifeachtach agus go straitéiseach chun leas teangeolaíoch, sóisialta, cultúrtha agus 
eacnamaíoch phobal na Gaeltachta a threisiú i gcomhréir le feidhmeanna reachtúla na hea-
graíochta.

13/03/2013WRA00750Museums Standards Programme

13/03/2013WRA0080013. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide the names of the museums that received funding under the local and regional 
museums scheme 2012; the amount allocated to each museum; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13130/13]

13/03/2013WRA00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Over the past 
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six years, my Department has operated a scheme of funding support for designated county mu-
seums and/or museums, within the Museums Standards Programme operated by the Heritage 
Council of Ireland, to promote and enhance the marketing of these institutions, and to support 
programmes established to attract the aged, young, and socially disadvantaged to visit these 
institutions. Cultural events held in museums to attract a local and tourist audience and/or to 
promote museums as focal centres of the local community have also been supported through 
this scheme.

The names of the museums that received funding under this scheme in 2012 together with 
the amounts received are as follows:

Museum Amount
Allihies Copper Museum €6,328
Cavan County Museum €9,900
Donaghmore Workhouse Museum €1,000
Dundalk County Museum €7,200
Foynes Aviation & Maritime Museum Ltd €500 
The Irish Jewish Museum €9,000
Kerry County Museum €4,433
Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne €3,500
Rothe House and Garden €4,900
Waterford Museum of Treasures €11,000

As the Deputy may be aware, I recently announced a further round of the scheme for 2013.  
Full details are available on my Department’s website www.ahg.gov.ie.

13/03/2013WRA00950Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003

13/03/2013WRA0100014. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ar an athbhreithniú ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla, an mbeidh 
sé ag foilsiú na n-aighneachtaí a fuarthas i ndáil leis an Acht; cathain a bheidh sé ag foilsiú na 
n-aighneachtaí; agus an dtabharfaidh sé amscála maidir leis an athbhreithniú.  [13094/13]

13/03/2013WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Is mian liom aird an Teachta a dhíriú ar an bhfreagra a thug mé ar Cheisteanna 
Dála Uimhir 117 agus 118 ar 30 Eanáir 2013 ar an ábhar seo. Mar atá ráite i gClár Reachtaíoch-
ta an Rialtais a foilsíodh ar an 15 Eanáir, táthar ag súil bille a fhoilsiú i mbliana ina ndéanfar 
foráil do leasuithe ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003, mar thoradh ar an athbhreithniú ar an 
Acht. Mar a thuigfidh an Teachta, braitheann an t-amscála ar go leor tosca, lena n-áirítear an plé 
cuí leis na páirtithe leasmhara éagsúla agus an sceideal reachtaíochta i dTithe an Oireachtais. 

Tá na céimeanna cuí idir lámha ag mo Roinnse faoi láthair chun moltaí a chur faoi bhráid an 
Rialtais i dtaca le leasú an Achta. Mar atá curtha in iúl agam cheana, fuarthas 1,400 freagra ar an 
suirbhé agus 262 aighneacht le linn an phróisis chomhairliúcháin phoiblí a reáchtáladh anuraidh 
mar chuid den athbhreithniú ar an Acht. Tá anailís déanta ar na moltaí a fuarthas faoin bpróiseas 
sin agus déanfar iad a fhoilsiú ar shuíomh gréasáin mo Roinne in am trátha.
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13/03/2013WRA01150Tourism Promotion

13/03/2013WRA0120015. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
engage with the Northern Ireland Executive and the Scottish Government to develop a Gaeilge-
Ulster Scots language tourism product; his views in respect of same on Ulster Scots culture in 
North America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12871/13]

13/03/2013WRA01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I am pleased to highlight the ongoing co-operation on language promotion 
between my Department, the Northern Ireland Executive and the Scottish Government, particu-
larly through the provision of funding and support for the work of the two agencies of An Foras 
Teanga, the Ulster-Scots Agency and Foras na Gaeilge.

One of the key priorities identified by the Ulster-Scots Agency for 2013 is to develop stra-
tegic national and international engagements with Scotland and with North America in order 
to widen access to, and appreciation of, Ulster-Scots culture and heritage. I understand that the 
Ulster-Scots Agency has recently been in touch with Scottish MPs at Westminster with some 
very encouraging feedback and the Agency is now working to develop a framework for east-
west activities. In addition, the Ulster-Scots Agency already undertakes some activities in re-
gard to promotion of Ulster-Scots in North America, including attendance at large-scale events 
like the Stone Mountain Highland Games in Atlanta, Georgia.   

I should also refer the Deputy to the work of Colmcille, a partnership programme between 
Foras na Gaeilge and Bòrd na Gàidhlig to promote the use of Irish and Scottish Gaelic within 
Ireland and Scotland and also between the two countries.  Through its work programme, Col-
mcille seeks to foster understanding of the diverse culture of the Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
communities and to encourage debate on common concerns with regard to social, cultural and 
economic issues with a view to building self-confidence within the respective language com-
munities. In 2011, Colmcille launched Slí Cholmcille, a major heritage and cultural tourism 
trail linking sites in Ireland and Scotland. 

Further information is available on the agencies’ websites at www.ulsterscotsagency.com 
and www.forasnagaeilge.ie.

13/03/2013WRA01350Teach an Phiarsaigh

13/03/2013WRA0140016. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Stanley den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén 
dul chun cinn atá déanta ó thaobh maoiniú a thabhairt le hionad oidhreachta a thógáil ag Teach 
an Phiarsaigh in am do chomóradh 100 bliain Éirí Amach na Cásca. [13099/13]

13/03/2013WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tuigim go bhfuil plé ar siúl le cúpla bliain anuas chun ionad cuairteoirí a fhor-
bairt ag suíomh Theach an Phiarsaigh i Ros Muc. Mar thoradh ar na cainteanna idir na páirtithe 
éagsúla, lena n-áirítear mo Roinn, an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil, Oifig na 
nOibreacha Poiblí agus Údarás na Gaeltachta, aontaíodh tabhairt faoi ionad cuairteoirí a fhor-
bairt gar do Theach an Phiarsaigh. Bunaíodh grúpa idir Oifig na nOibreacha Poiblí agus Údarás 
na Gaeltachta chun an tionscnamh a chur chun cinn. Is é an aidhm atá leis an gcomhoibriú seo 
ná maoiniú a aimsiú don fhorbairt, an obair thógála a bhainistiú agus socruithe a dhéanamh 
chun an tionad a bhainistiú ach é a bheith tógtha.

Tuigtear dom ó Údarás na Gaeltachta go bhfuil an tionscnamh tugtha chuig staid réamh-
phleanála ag an ngrúpa seo agus go bhfuil sonraíochtaí iomlána ullmhaithe do na foirgnimh atá 
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molta. É sin ráite, tuigtear dom nach bhfuil foinsí maoinithe aimsithe don tionscnamh go fóill. 

^^ Clár Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh ^^

13/03/2013WRA0160017. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cé mhéad duine breise atá tar éis pacáiste na scéime tacaíochta teaghlaigh a ghlacadh ón 
am seo an bhliain seo caite; an dtabharfaidh sé briseadh síos ar cá háit a bhfuil na daoine sin 
lonnaithe ar bhonn contae agus ar bhonn Gaeltachta; cén costas a bhí ar an scéim go dtí seo; 
agus cén tslat tomhais atá ag an Aire chun a chinntiú go bhfuil na teaghlaigh seo ag úsáid na 
Gaeilge go laethúil. [13097/13]

13/03/2013WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tá pacáiste tacaíochta á chur ar fáil ag mo Roinn do thuismitheoirí mar cheann 
de na bearta atá á gcur i bhfeidhm mar chuid den Chlár Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh a sheol mé i mí 
Aibreáin 2012. Tá sé mar aidhm ag an bpacáiste tacaíochta tacú níos fearr le teaghlaigh Ghael-
tachta atá ag súil le páiste agus a dteastaíonn uathu a bpáistí a thógáil le Gaeilge, chomh maith 
le teaghlaigh Ghaeltachta atá ag tógáil páistí réamhscoile le Gaeilge nó gur mhaith leo a bpáistí 
réamhscoile a thógáil le Gaeilge. Is ar theaghlaigh de bhunadh na Gaeltachta atá an tionscnamh 
seo dírithe go príomha, cé go n-aithnítear go bhfuil éileamh ar an bpacáiste tacaíochta chomh 
maith lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht.

Go nuige seo, tá 639 pacáiste dáilte ar theaghlaigh, lena n-áirítear 173 chuig seoltaí poist 
sa Ghaeltacht, 450 chuig seoltaí poist eile in Éirinn agus 16 seolta chuig teaghlaigh thar lear. 
Tá infheistíocht €30,389 déanta go dtí seo sa tionscnamh. Is léir, mar sin, go bhfuil éileamh 
suntasach ar an bpacáiste agus go bhfuil cuid mhaith den éileamh sin ag teacht ón nGaeltacht. 

Níor mhiste a nótáil go bhfuil rath an chláir i ndeireadh báire ag brath ar mhian agus ar thoil 
an phobail féin. Leanfaidh mo Roinn, i gcomhar leis na páirtithe leasmhara, le gach iarracht is 
gá a dhéanamh - laistigh de na hacmhainní atá ar fáil – d’fhonn a chinntiú go n-ardaítear feasa-
cht phobal na Gaeltachta faoin gceist agus go spreagfar tuismitheoirí dá réir chun an Ghaeilge 
a roghnú mar theanga teaghlaigh.

13/03/2013WRA01750Irish Language

13/03/2013WRA0180018. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide an update on the progress made under the 20 year strategy for the Irish lan-
guage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12975/13]

13/03/2013WRA01900115. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide an update on progress under the 20 year strategy for the Irish language; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13148/13]

13/03/2013WRA02000Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 18 and 115 together. 

The 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030   recognises that the implementation 
of the various measures contained therein requires a phased approach. While my Department 
has the overarching responsibility for the Strategy, it is working in co-operation with other key 
stakeholders, including the Department of Education and Skills, Údarás na Gaeltachta and Fo-
ras na Gaeilge, to implement the Strategy on an incremental basis, within available resources.

Priority was given during 2011 to implementing the Strategy’s establishment phase.  This 
involved providing information about the Strategy and establishing the organisational and oper-
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ational structures required for its implementation. Priority was given during 2012 to legislative 
matters. The enactment of the Gaeltacht Act 2012 was a significant achievement as it provides 
for a statutory language planning process, both within and outside the existing Gaeltacht, and 
for a statutory role in this regard for Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras na Gaeilge, as appropriate. 

My Department is actively engaging with a wide range of key stakeholders under the aus-
pices of an Inter-Departmental Group, which I chair, and other high-level working groups re-
garding the implementation of those aspects of the Strategy that are relevant to their areas of 
responsibility. As a result, it is envisaged that the various key stakeholders will be in a position 
to publish their implementation plans for the Strategy later this year. It is also envisaged that a 
report on the overall progress made in implementing the Strategy to date will be published later 
this year.

13/03/2013WRB00200Aonad Pleanála

13/03/2013WRB0030019. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael P. Kitt den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an gcuirfidh sé Aonad Pleanála ar bun mar atá molta ag na heagraíochtaí pobail Ghaeilge agus 
Ghaeltachta chun a chinntiú go mbeidh pleanáil chomhtháite, éifeachtach agus éifeachtúil i 
gceist ón mbun aníos  [12969/13]

13/03/2013WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Glacaim leis go bhfuil an Teachta ag tagairt d’Aonad Pleanála i gcomhthéacs 
chur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge. Aithnítear sa Straitéis go bhfuil gá le cur 
chuige céimneach chun bearta éagsúla na Straitéise a chur i gcrích. Dá bhrí sin, tá na struchtúir 
seo a leanas bunaithe chun cur chuige comhtháite, éifeachtach agus éifeachtúil a chur chun cinn 
i dtaca le forfheidhmiú na Straitéise:

- Coiste Rialtais ar an nGaeilge agus ar an nGaeltacht, a bhfuil an Taoiseach ina chathao-
irleach air, atá ag déanamh maoirseachta ar an dul chun cinn leis an Straitéis;

- Grúpa Oifigeach Sinsearach, atá comhdhéanta d’oifigigh ardleibhéil ó na Ranna ábhartha, 
atá ag tacú leis an gCoiste Rialtais;

- Grúpa Idir-Rannach, a bhfuil mise, mar Aire Stáit, mar chathaoirleach air, atá ag déanamh 
comhordaithe ar chur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise;

- Grúpaí oibre ardleibhéil, atá bunaithe le páirtithe leasmhara ar leith, chun dlús a chur le 
feidhmiú réimsí gnímh éagsúla den Straitéis; agus

- Aonad Straitéise i mo Roinn atá freagrach as pleanáil agus feidhmiú na Straitéise a threorú. 

Cé go bhfuil freagracht uileghabhálach ar mo Roinn féin don Straitéis, is i gcomhar le 
páirtithe leasmhara eile atáthar ag díriú ar an Straitéis a fheidhmiú. Dá bhrí sin, tá na príomh-
pháirtithe leasmhara, lena n-áirítear na Ranna Rialtais ábhartha, ag tabhairt faoi phleananna 
forfheidhmithe a ullmhú i ndáil leis na réimsí sonracha gnímh den Straitéis a bhaineann leo. 
Táthar ag súil go bhfoilseofar na pleananna forfheidhmithe sin i mbliana chomh maith le tu-
arascáil maidir leis an dul chun cinn atá déanta faoin Straitéis go dáta. Is sa chomhthéacs sin a 
fhéachfar chuige go mbeidh an phleanáil chomhtháite chuí ar bun i rith an ama chomh fada is a 
bhaineann sé le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise.
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13/03/2013WRB00500Census of Population Publication

13/03/2013WRB0060020. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the date on which the 1926 census will go online; in view of the benefit of genealogical heri-
tage tourism for Ireland if he is planning any additional initiatives to enhance and support this 
important sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12868/13]

13/03/2013WRB00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Depu-
ty is aware, the Programme for Government contains a commitment to enabling the publication 
of the 1926 Census records.  Following discussions in recent months, my Department, the CSO 
and the National Archives have agreed an approach to facilitate the preparatory work necessary 
to enable the publication of the 1926 Census records and a 1926 Census Working Group has 
been established to advance the project.

While tourism is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
I am conscious of the tourism potential of genealogy for attracting the Irish Diaspora to our 
shores.  Indeed, as the Deputy will be aware, 2013 is the year of the Gathering, an initiative 
of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and one that my Department and the national 
cultural institutions which operate under its aegis are very pleased to participate in.  My De-
partment will shortly launch a genealogy portal as part of its contribution to the Gathering.  
The portal will bring together genealogy records for a number of official sources, making the 
researching of family histories more accessible to all.

13/03/2013WRB00800Departmental Staff Numbers

13/03/2013WRB0090021. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the total 
number of staff based in the film unit of his Department in 2010, 2011, 2012 and currently; the 
film unit budget for each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12986/13]

13/03/2013WRB0095035. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
total number of staff in the arts unit in 2010, 2011, 2012 and currently; the budget for each year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13003/13]

13/03/2013WRB01000Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 21 and 35 together.

In my Department, Arts and Film matters are handled from within a single Unit. The number 
of staff in the Unit during the period referred to was 8.45 whole-time equivalents.  The Arts 
and Film Unit is responsible, inter alia, for rendering policy advice to me on all aspects of arts 
and film. It is also answerable for the administration of a number of subheads, including A.7 
Cultural Infrastructure and Development, A.9 The Arts Council and A.12 The Irish Film Board. 
Details of the allocations for those subheads are available in the Revised Estimates Volumes for 
Public Services for the relevant years at http://per.gov.ie/estpubexp2013/

13/03/2013WRB01100Comharchumainn Ghaeltachta

13/03/2013WRB0120022. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Peadar Tóibín den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cad atá á dhéanamh ag an Roinn chun cabhrú le Comharchumainn Ghaeltachta atá faoi bhrú le 
fiacha móra. [13091/13]

13/03/2013WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-



Questions - Written Answers

554

ny McGinley): Cuireann mo Roinn soláthar airgid bhliantúil ar fáil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta, a 
chuireann ar a chumas tacaíochtaí a thabhairt do réimse gníomhaíochtaí agus eagraíochtaí, ar 
a n-áirítear na comharchumainn Ghaeltachta. Tuigfidh an Teachta, dá réir, gur ar an Údarás a 
luíonn an fhreagracht gnóthaí maidir leis na comharchumainn a láimhseáil.

Ina thaobh sin de, tuigtear dom ón Údarás go bhfuil córas i bhfeidhm chun cabhrú ar bhonn 
réamhghníomhach le comharchumainn atá ag dul i ngleic le deacrachtaí airgeadais, má bhíonn 
a leithéid acu. Mar chuid den phróiseas seo, déantar:

- scrúdú ar bhealaí chun barrchostais a laghdú;

- scrúdú ar na féidearthachtaí maidir le maoin a dhíol chun dliteanais a laghdú; agus

- socruithe le hinstitiúidí airgeadais maidir le hathstruchtúrú a dhéanamh ar fhiacha agus/nó 
iasachtaí atá ag seasamh amach.

13/03/2013WRB01400Wildlife Protection

13/03/2013WRB0150023. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the action 
he will take in relation to reports of illegal stag hunting continuing to take place. [12872/13]

13/03/2013WRB01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Officials of 
my Department monitor compliance with the Wildlife Acts across the country on an ongoing 
basis and carry out patrols and site visits to enforce the various provisions of these Acts as re-
quired. They also investigate reports of breaches of the Acts. Members of An Garda Síochána 
are also empowered under the Acts to investigate alleged offences and to prosecute, if they see 
fit.

In this regard, my Department will follow up appropriately on any alleged breaches of the 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2010, which makes it an offence to hunt a deer with two or more 
dogs.

13/03/2013WRB01700Foras na Gaeilge

13/03/2013WRB0180024. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mary Lou McDonald den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas maidir le cad atá á dhéanamh ag a Roinn, i gcomhpháirtíocht le 
Foras na Gaeilge, chun a chinntiú go mbeidh seirbhísí nuachta clóite á soláthar mar is cuí don 
phobal, agus go mbeidh fáil sách leathan ar na meáin Ghaeilge.  [13104/13]

13/03/2013WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Is ar Fhoras na Gaeilge atá an phríomhchúram i ndáil le foilsitheoireacht na 
Gaeilge, lena n-áirítear seirbhísí nuachta clóite a sholáthar mar is cuí don phobal. Tuigtear dom 
go bhfuil Foras na Gaeilge ag ullmhú le suirbhé a dhéanamh ar an gceist áirithe seo agus go 
mbeidh sraith de ghrúpaí fócais á reáchtáil acu ar fud na tíre. Is é an aidhm a bhaineann leis na 
céimeanna sin a ghlacadh ná chun fáil amach cén cineál seirbhíse nuachta clóite go baileach atá 
de dhíth ó phobal na Gaeilge. Tuigtear dom go mbeidh Foras na Gaeilge ag tabhairt faoin obair 
sin gan mhoill.
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13/03/2013WRB02000Údarás na Gaeltachta

13/03/2013WRB0210025. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta cén céatadán d’fhoirgnimh Údarás na Gaeltachta atá ag luí folamh; an ndéanfaidh sé 
liosta na bhfoirgneamh sin a bhriseadh síos ar bhonn contae, agus a mhíniú cén plean atá ag an 
Údarás le húsáid a bhaint astu chun fostaíocht a chruthú..  [13096/13]

13/03/2013WRB02200Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): De réir an eolais atá curtha ar fáil ag Údarás na Gaeltachta, tá 32% dá chuid 
aonad inligthe folamh faoi láthair, is é sin 142 aonad folamh as 440 aonad san iomlán.

Tógadh go leor d’aonaid thionsclaíocha Údarás na Gaeltachta sna seachtóidí agus tuigtear 
dom go bhfuil tuairim is 60% de na haonaid atá folamh fochaighdeánach. Dá bhrí sin, níl siad sa 
staid gur féidir iad a ligean le tionóntaí faoi láthair agus theastódh uasghrádú agus infheistíocht 
shubstaintiúil chun iad a thabhairt go dtí an chaighdeán atá riachtanach d’fhiontair nua-aimsear-
tha an lae inniu.

Tuigtear dom go bhfuil sé mar sprioc ag an Údarás 10% de na haonaid atá folamh a uas-
ghrádú in 2013/2014, is é sin 9 n-aonad ar chostas iomlán infheistíochta de thart ar €1.8m.  

Tá liosta de na haonaid atá folamh faoi láthair briste síos de réir contae sa tábla leis seo.

  Question No. 26 answered with Question No. 11.

13/03/2013WRC00150National Gallery

13/03/2013WRC0020027. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will report on the proposed €20 million upgrade of the National Gallery as part of the 1916 
centenary commemorations; the timetable for the upgrade works and the way he envisages 
the gallery’s role in the centenary celebrations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12869/13]

13/03/2013WRC00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): For some 
years now, the National Gallery of Ireland has been actively working with the Office of Public 
Works on the management of a Master Development Plan to remedy the structural problems 
that needed to be addressed in the Gallery. The principal components of the Plan include the es-
sential refurbishment of the historic buildings at Merrion Square and the provision of additional 
space, including, in time, a new wing for exhibitions, education and the library.

The first phase of the project (Phase 1) relates to the renovation of the historic wings (the 
Dargan and Milltown Wings). The Dargan Wing was opened in 1854 and the Milltown Wing 
was opened in 1903. Since then there has been no fundamental upgrade to the fabric of these 
buildings and they are no longer considered fit for purpose for modern exhibition requirements.  
Under this project, the roofs of both wings will be brought up to standard, as will the internal 
fabric. This will ensure that the National Collection can be shown and protected in an appropri-
ate forum.  It will also enable the Gallery to host international exhibitions and, in the longer 
term, to increase its contribution towards the country’s cultural tourism offering.

There are a number of aspects to the first phase:

- Refurbishment of the roof of the Dargan Wing;

- Refurbishment of the roof of the Milltown Wing and renovation works to both wings to 
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return them to their original architectural forms;

- The installation of an energy centre and the modernisation of the heating, ventilation and 
environmental controls; and

- The integration of external spaces into the Gallery proper, as exhibition facilities and ori-
entation galleries. 

Both the Dargan and Milltown Wings were closed to the public in February 2011. Work 
on the refurbishment of the roof of the Dargan Wing commenced in March 2011 and was 
completed in May 2012. Work on the refurbishment of the roof of the Milltown Wing and the 
renovation of both wings remains to be completed.  The Office of Public Works is about to go 
to tender in relation to this project and it is expected that work will commence towards the end 
of this year and be completed by 2016.  Befitting its status as a national cultural institution and 
one of the leading galleries of its kind in the world, the National Gallery will play a full role in 
the centenary celebrations. I understand that the Director is advancing his plans in that regard.

13/03/2013WRC00350Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

13/03/2013WRC0040028. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir leis an Straitéis Fiche Bliain; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [12971/13]

13/03/2013WRC00500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Aithnítear sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030 go bhfuil gá le cur 
chuige céimneach chun bearta éagsúla na Straitéise a chur i gcrích. I gcomhréir leis an gcur 
chuige seo, tá obair leanúnach ar siúl chun raon leathan gníomhaíochtaí faoin Straitéis a chur i 
bhfeidhm taobh istigh de na hacmhainní ar fáil. Cé go bhfuil an fhreagracht fhoriomlán ar mo 
Roinn don Straitéis, tá mo Roinn ag obair as lámha a chéile le páirtithe leasmhara na Straitéise, 
lena n-áirítear an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna, Foras na Gaeilge agus Údarás na Gael-
tachta.

Tugadh faoi chéim an bhunaithe den Straitéis a chur i gcrích in 2011 nuair a díríodh ar dhao-
ine a chur ar an eolas faoin Straitéis agus ar bhunú na struchtúr eagraíochtúil agus oibríochtúil. 
Tugadh tús áite do ghnóthaí reachtaíochta in 2012 le hAcht na Gaeltachta a thugann bunús 
reachtúil do chóras pleanála teanga, taobh istigh agus taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht, agus a 
thugann ról lárnach sa phleanáil teanga d’Údarás na Gaeltachta agus d’Fhoras na Gaeilge. 

Mar thoradh ar an obair atá ar siúl ag mo Roinn le páirtithe leasmhara na Straitéise, táthar 
ag súil go mbeidh na páirtithe sin ag foilsiú a gcuid pleananna forfheidhmithe faoin Straitéis 
níos moille i mbliana. Ina theannta sin, tá sé i gceist tuarascáil a fhoilsiú níos moille i mbliana 
maidir leis an dul chun cinn atá déanta faoin Straitéis go dáta.

13/03/2013WRC00550Scéimeanna Teanga

13/03/2013WRC0060029. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Jonathan O’Brien den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltach-
ta cé mhéad limistéar atá roghnaithe ó thaobh plean teanga a chur i bhfeidhm; cad iad na hac-
mhainní atá á gcur ar fáil do na limistéir seo; cad iad na pleananna oibre atá aontaithe, agus an 
dtabharfaidh sé míniú maidir le cad atá ar intinn aige a dhéanamh maidir leis na limistéir nach 
bhfuil plean réitithe acu le cur i bhfeidhm. [13101/13]

13/03/2013WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
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ny McGinley): Glacaim leis go bhfuil an Teachta ag tagairt do na Limistéir Pleanála Teanga 
Ghaeltachta faoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012. I gcomhréir leis an Acht sin, déanfar an Ghaeltacht 
mar atá sí faoi láthair a athshainiú mar Limistéir Pleanála Teanga, ag baint leas as critéir pleaná-
la teanga. Tá obair ar bun ag Údarás na Gaeltachta, i gcomhar le mo Roinn, maidir le sainiú cuí 
a dhéanamh ar na limistéir éagsúla atá i gceist. 

Faoin Acht, is é an tÚdarás atá freagrach as roghnú na n-eagraíochtaí a thabharfaidh faoi 
phleananna teanga a ullmhú agus a fheidhmiú sna Limistéir Pleanála Teanga i gcomhar leis 
an bpobal. Tuigtear dom go bhfuil obair ullmhúcháin idir lámha ag an Údarás ina leith sin. 
Ní miste a rá go dtabharfar deis do gach uile cheantar Gaeltachta a bheith rannpháirteach sa 
phróiseas pleanála teanga.

Maidir le hacmhainní airgid, tá allúntas reatha de €3.4m ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i mbli-
ana atá le caitheamh ar ghníomhaíochtaí teanga sa Ghaeltacht agus ar an bpróiseas pleanála 
teanga ach go háirithe. Ina theannta sin, tá soláthar reatha agus caipitil gur fiú os cionn €8.2m 
san iomlán ag mo Roinn féin le caitheamh sa Ghaeltacht i mbliana. Tá an soláthar airgid sin á 
chaitheamh ar raon beartas agus scéimeanna atá dírithe ar an nGaeilge a neartú mar theanga 
pobail agus teaghlaigh sa Ghaeltacht. Ní miste a nótáil gur figiúirí táscacha iad seo, faoi réir na 
Meastachán a bheith foilsithe agus faofa go luath.

Agus acmhainní maidir le pleanáil teanga faoi chaibidil, is fiú a lua go n-aithnítear an ri-
achtanas faoi leith a bhaineann le hoiliúint i réimse na pleanála teanga. Chun freastal cuí a 
dhéanamh ar an riachtanas sin, beidh Dioplóma sa Phleanáil Teanga á sholáthar ag Acadamh na 
hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge ag tosú san fhómhar i mbliana. Le soláthar an chúrsa sin, tabharfar deis 
oiliúna i réimse na pleanála teanga do na heagraíochtaí Gaeltachta agus do pháirtithe leasmhara 
eile. 

Is féidir leis an Teachta a bheith cinnte de go leanfar ag glacadh go córasach leis na céimean-
na cuí i dtreo chur i bhfeidhm iomlán an Achta a chinntiú, lena n-áirítear gach gné a bhaineann 
leis an bpleanáil teanga sa Ghaeltacht, agus go leanfar ag féachaint chuige go bhfaightear an 
luach is fearr is féidir ar airgead don Státchiste.

13/03/2013WRC00750Scéimeanna Teanga

13/03/2013WRC0080030. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Dessie Ellis den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cé 
mhéad eagras stáit nách bhfuil scéimeanna teanga faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla daingnithe 
ag an Roinn dóibh; cad atá déanta ag an Aire faoi seo; agus an bhfuil sé i gceist aige treoir a 
thabhairt do na heagraíochtaí seo scéimeanna teanga a dhaingniú.  [13102/13]

13/03/2013WRC00900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): I dtús báire, is mian liom a mheabhrú don Teachta go bhfuil 108 scéim teanga 
aontaithe ón uair gur tháinig Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla i bhfeidhm. Cuimsíonn na scéime-
anna seo 194 comhlacht poiblí san iomlán. Sa bhreis air sin, tá 122 dréacht scéim á n-ullmhú 
ag comhlachtaí poiblí éagsúla faoi láthair agus tá plé gníomhach ar siúl ag oifigigh mo Roinne 
ina leith. Tá mé dóchasach go mbeidh toradh dearfach ar an bplé sin agus go mbeidh tuilleadh 
scéimeanna á ndaingniú agam i rith na bliana seo.

Cé go bhfuil tuairim is 600   comhlacht poiblí san áireamh faoin gCéad Sceideal den Acht, 
tá mise sásta go gclúdaíonn an 108 scéim atá i bhfeidhm mórchuid na gcomhlachtaí poiblí a 
mbíonn teagmháil rialta ag an bpobal i gcoitinne leo.

Ní miste a aithint, áfach, nach bhfuil córas na scéimeanna teanga gan laigí agus gur próiseas 
casta atá ann scéimeanna a aontú agus a dhaingniú. Tá sé tábhachtach a chur san áireamh fosta 
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gur féidir leis an bpróiseas sin a bheith dúshlánach do chomhlachtaí poiblí, go háirithe leis an 
mbrú ar acmhainní, mar atá i láthair na huaire. Dá bhrí sin, tá athbhreithniú ar chóras na scéime-
anna teanga mar chuid den athbhreithniú ar an Acht atá ar siúl ag mo Roinn faoi láthair. 

Tá sonraí maidir leis na scéimeanna uilig atá daingnithe go dáta, mar aon leis na scéimeanna 
atá á n-ullmhú faoi latháir, ar fáil ar shuíomh gréasáin Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga, www.
coimisineir.ie.

13/03/2013WRC00950North-South Ministerial Council

13/03/2013WRC0100031. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
provide an update on cross border work with the North-South Ministerial Council in his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12997/13]

13/03/2013WRC01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) was established to develop 
consultation, co-operation and action within the island of Ireland - including through imple-
mentation on an all-island and cross-border basis - on matters of mutual interest and within the 
competence of the Administrations, North and South.  The NSMC comprises Ministers of the 
Northern Ireland Executive and the Irish Government, working together to take forward co-
operation between both parts of the island to mutual benefit.

Six North-South Implementation Bodies have been established.  They operate under the 
overall policy direction of the NSMC, with clear accountability lines back to the Council and 
to the Oireachtas and the Northern Ireland Assembly.  In that regard, my own Department and 
the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure in Northern Ireland together have a specific role 
in relation to two of these Implementation Bodies: Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga, 
which comprises two agencies - Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency/Tha Boord o 
Ulstèr-Scotch.

My Department is committed to supporting North/South co-operation, particularly in the 
context of the Good Friday Agreement and the St. Andrews Agreement.  I, along with the Min-
ister of State at my Department, Mr. Dinny McGinley, T.D., participate regularly in meetings 
of the NSMC, in both the Waterways and Language sectoral formats.  There were six such 
meetings in 2012 – three in each sectoral format.  Topics addressed at those meetings included 
the management and development of the waterways network; the development of education 
packs for schools in relation to waterways; the negative effects of invasive species on the wa-
terways; the publication of a major new English/Irish dictionary; projects to build links between 
communities in Ireland and Scotland; the development of the Hairtlan project, which aims to 
preserve, protect and present Ulster-Scots heritage; and governance and financial management 
arrangements. 

The most recent formal engagement was at the NSMC meeting in Language sectoral format 
on 6 March last in Armagh.  As is customary, the Council issued a Joint Communiqué following 
this meeting, which is available on http://www.northsouthministerialcouncil.org/index/publica-
tions/joint-communiques/sectoral-jc.htm.  I am advised that the next NSMC meeting in sectoral 
format for both Waterways Ireland and An Foras Teanga is planned for June 2013.

13/03/2013WRC01150Special Areas of Conservation Designation

13/03/2013WRC0120032. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
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plans to address the ongoing issues regarding the implementation of the ban on turf cutting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13043/13]

13/03/2013WRC01300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Last April, 
together with Minister Hogan, I met Commissioner Potočnik in Brussels, where we secured 
his support for developing a National Raised Bog Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Man-
agement Plan. This was in keeping with the recommendations of Justice Quirke following his 
report on the Peatlands Forum. It was also in line with the motion agreed unanimously by Dáil 
Éireann on 7 March, 2012 which called on the Government to “engage actively with the Euro-
pean Commission to seek a resolution within the terms of the Habitats Directive, and to prepare 
and submit a National Raised Bog Restoration Plan to the Commission as a matter of urgency  
“.

My Department has prepared a document detailing the proposed approach to the develop-
ment of the National Raised Bog SAC Management Plan. The document is available on my 
Department’s website at www.npws.ie. The Plan will provide for the long-term protection of 
Ireland’s raised bog SACs, will address the needs of turf-cutters and can unlock the flexibility 
available for dealing with the most difficult of bogs, within the terms of the Habitats Directive.  
My Department has sought and received tenders for carrying out the necessary scientific work 
which is required to underpin the long term conservation and restoration of these SACs and for 
completion of the National Plan.  I expect to be in a position to announce the outcome of this 
tendering process shortly.

As part of the Plan, arrangements are now being made for the relocation of turf cutters to 
alternative bogs and these have already been finalised or are close to finalisation for a number 
of sites. Potential relocation sites have been identified for almost all of the remaining SACs 
where relocation of turf-cutters will be required. Monetary compensation or the delivery of turf 
is available to qualifying applicants as an interim measure, while the development of relocation 
sites and the completion of the national plan are awaited. To-date in the region of €3.4 million 
has been paid in compensation, by way of annuity payments and deliveries of cut turf to ap-
plicants under the cessation of turf cutting scheme, which was established to compensate those 
impacted by the need to cease cutting turf on these sites.

I am determined that, in collaboration with the Peatlands Council and local turf-cutting 
communities, substantial progress will be made on the Plan over the coming months. My De-
partment has stepped up contact with turf-cutting groups to seek long-term resolutions to the 
issues for their particular bogs, in compliance with EU and national law. I hope that the Na-
tional Plan can be completed by November, in time to submit an application to the European 
Commission under Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, if required, prior to the 2014 cutting 
season.  However, the engagement and agreement of turf-cutting communities to its proposed 
approaches will be essential to meeting this timeline and to unlocking the potential flexibility 
it offers.

13/03/2013WRC01350Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga

13/03/2013WRC0140033. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Seán Crowe den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas faoin gcónascadh atá beartaithe idir Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga agus 
Oifig an Ombudsman; cad iad impleachtaí an chinnidh sin d’fhostaithe Oifig an Choimisiné-
ara; agus an leagfaidh sé amach na hathruithe atá beartaithe sna míonna atá amach romhainn. 
[13093/13]

13/03/2013WRC01500Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
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ny McGinley): Is mian liom aird an Teachta a dhíriú ar an bhfreagra a thug mé ar Cheist Dála 
Uimhir 5 ar 30 Eanáir 2013 ar an ábhar seo. Mar a thug mé le fios sa fhreagra sin, tógadh cin-
neadh Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga a chónascadh le hOifig an Ombudsman mar chuid de 
réimse gníomhartha athchóirithe faoi Phlean Athchóirithe an Rialtais don tSeirbhís Phoiblí   a 
foilsíodh i mí na Samhna 2011. Tar éis don Rialtas athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar 31 Deireadh 
Fómhair 2012 ar an dul chun cinn faoin bplean, d’aontaigh an Rialtas réimse gníomhartha 
athchóirithe atá le cur i bhfeidhm. 

Mar chuid den chur chuige sin, cé go bhfuil Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga le cónascadh le 
hOifig an Ombudsman, féachfar chuige go leanfaidh Coimisinéir Teanga, a bheidh ceaptha go 
reachtúil agus a bheidh lonnaithe sa Ghaeltacht, ag feidhmiú cumhachtaí reatha an Choimisiné-
ara Teanga go neamhspleách faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003.  

Tá mo Roinnse i mbun plé leis an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe maidir leis 
na chéad céimeanna eile chun an chónascadh seo a chur i bhfeidhm agus breathnófar ar aon 
cheisteanna ábhartha maidir le foireann Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga i gcomhthéacs an phlé 
sin.

13/03/2013WRC01550Departmental Expenditure

13/03/2013WRC0160034. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide the names of the arts and culture organisations that received grants under his 
Department’s philanthropy initiative for 2012; if he will give details of the amount each organi-
sation received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13129/13]

13/03/2013WRC01700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is available on my Department’s website at

http://www.ahg.gov.ie/en/Arts/GrantsandFunding/CulturalDevelopmentExpenditure/Ex-
penditure2012/PDF%20English%20version%20of%20website%20figures%20for%202012.
pdf  

For the Deputy’s convenience, the relevant information is also reproduced in the table.

Philanthropy Scheme Payments from Cultural Infrastructure and Development Sub-
head in 2012

Grantee County Amount
IMMA National €8,333
National Irish Visual Arts 
Library 

National €1,835

The Abbey Theatre National €6,000
Briery Gap Cultural Centre 
Ltd

Cork €2,500

Cork Community Art Link 
Limited

Cork €1,955

Boston College Dublin €20,000
Draoícht, Blanchardstown Dublin €5,000
Dublin Theatre Festival Ltd Dublin €20,000
First Fortnight Dublin €5,000
GAZE Film Festival Ltd Dublin €5,866
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Grantee County Amount
Little Museum of Dublin Dublin €5,498
Monica Loughman Ballet Dublin 10,000
Ouroboros Ireland Dublin €7,000
Temple Bar Gallery Dublin €1,250
Temple Bar Traders Dublin €1,500
Baboró Galway Internation-
al Children’s Festival

Galway €9,963

Blue Teapot Company Galway €5,000
Druid Theatre Galway €8,590
Let’s Do It Galway Ltd Galway €20,000
Loughrea Heritage & Devel-
opment Co. Ltd

Galway €2,200

Macnas Ltd Galway €2,494
Portumna Arts Group Galway €3,000
Charlie Chaplin Comedy 
Festival

Kerry €5,000

Cill Rialaig Kerry €10,000
The Butler Gallery Kilkenny €1,625
Limerick Corridor Art Pro-
gramme

Limerick €1,250

The Model Sligo €5,000
Clonmel Junction Festival Tipperary €4,500
Waterford Healing Arts 
Trust

Waterford €2,000

Wexford Festival Opera Wexford €20,000
Total  €202,358

              Question No. 35 answered with Question No. 21.

13/03/2013WRD00250Cruthú Fostaíochta

13/03/2013WRD0030036. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cé 
mhéad post atá ceadaithe sa Ghaeltacht ó tháinig Bord nua Údarás na Gaeltachta i bhfeidhm; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [12972/13]

13/03/2013WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tuigim go bhfuil 117 post lánaimseartha agus 8 bpost páirtaimseartha ceadaithe 
ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ó cheapadh an bord nua ar 20 Samhain 2012. 

13/03/2013WRD00450National Monuments

13/03/2013WRD0050037. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht his plans to ensure that Kilmainham Mill, which is an important example of Ireland’s 
industrial archaeology, is transferred into public ownership; if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that its proximity to Kilmainham Gaol and the Royal Hospital Kilmainham make this 



Questions - Written Answers

562

entire area an ideal location for the development of a historic quarter with significant tourist 
potential; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13133/13]

13/03/2013WRD00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Mill re-
ferred to by the Deputy is included on the Record of Monuments and Places established under 
Section 12 of the National Monuments Acts 1930, as amended. Any proposal to carry works at 
or in relation to such a monument or place is required to be notified to me, as Minister, not less 
than 2 months in advance of the commencement of such works. 

There are no proposals at present for the State to acquire ownership of the Mill but the mat-
ter will be kept under review for consideration as resources permit.

 Question No. 38 answered with Question No. 10.

13/03/2013WRD00750Seirbhísí Eitilte

13/03/2013WRD0080039. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Michael P. Kitt den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
bhfuil cead faighte aige ón AE chun síneadh ama a chur leis an gconradh aersheirbhíse go dtí 
Óileáin Árann; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [12970/13]

13/03/2013WRD00900Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Beidh an conradh reatha ceithre bliana chun seirbhís aeir a chur ar fáil d’Oileáin 
Árann faoi Oibleagáid Seirbhíse Poiblí ag teacht chun deiridh ar 31 Lúnasa 2013. De réir na 
comhairle dlí atá faighte ag mo Roinne, is amhlaidh nach féidir, faoi réir Rialacháin an Aontais 
Eorpaigh, síneadh a chur leis an gconradh atá i bhfeidhm faoi láthair.

Tá mo Roinn ag tógáil na céimeanna cuí chun go bhfógrófar comórtas tairisceana do chon-
radh nua don tréimhse 1 Meán Fómhair 2013 go dtí 31 Lúnasa 2014, leis an rogha síneadh 
bliana a chur leis an gconradh nua go dtí 31 Lúnasa 2015. Táthar ag tógáil na céimeanna seo i 
gcomhréir le Rialacháin an Aontais Eorpaigh. Fógrófar an comórtas tairisceana a luaithe is atá 
cead an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh faighte don chur chuige seo. 

13/03/2013WRD00950Maoiniú d’Eagrias Gaeilge

13/03/2013WRD0100040. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Martin Ferris den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil aon dul chun cinn déanta chun teacht ar shocrú maidir le maoiniú na mbuneagras 
Gaeilge. [13098/13]

13/03/2013WRD01100Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Dinny 
McGinley): Ag cruinniú de chuid na Comhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas sa bhformáid teanga, 
a tionóladh in Ard Mhacha ar an 6 Márta 2013, rinneadh tuilleadh plé maidir le bunmhaoiniú 
do na heagrais Ghaeilge.

D’aontaigh an Chomhairle síneadh a chur leis na socruithe reatha do bhunmhaoiniú go dtí 
an 31 Nollaig 2013. Tugadh treoir freisin go gcuirfí pleananna chun cinn chun samhail athbh-
reithnithe do bhunmhaoiniú a thabhairt isteach - samhail a chuimseoidh na Straitéisí ábhartha 
teanga sa dá dhlínse, ag féachaint do chinneadh críochnaitheach a dhéanamh faoi mhí an Mhei-
thimh 2013 ar a dhéanaí. Tá cóip den Chomhráiteas a d’eisigh an Chomhairle le fáil ag http://
www.northsouthministerialcouncil.org/nsmc_lan_1__13__jc_gaeilge_-_06_mar_13.pdf  
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13/03/2013WRD01150Todhchaí Arramara Teo

13/03/2013WRD0120041. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Gerry Adams den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
dtabharfaidh sé soiléiriú maidir le todhchaí Arramara Teo; agus cad atá á dhéanamh aige chun 
slí bheatha lucht bainte feamainne a chaomhnú. [13092/13]

13/03/2013WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tá próiseas ar bun ag Údarás na Gaeltachta le tamall anuas chun féachaint ar 
na roghanna inmharthana agus forbartha is fearr chun todhchaí an chomhlachta Arramara Teo. 
a dhaingniú. Chuige sin, cuireadh próiseas ar bun chun páirtnéir a aimsiú a bheadh in ann an 
comhlacht a fhorbairt agus tugadh deis don chomhlacht féin cás gnó a dhéanamh chomh maith. 

Ag cruinniú de bhord Údarás na Gaeltachta ar 1 Márta 2013, tógadh cinneadh scaireanna an 
Údaráis sa chomhlacht a dhíol leis an gcomhlacht Acadian Seaplants Ltd., faoi réir mo chead 
agus cead an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe a bheith faighte agus coinníollacha dlí 
ina leith a bheith socraithe.

Tuigtear dom ó Údarás na Gaeltachta go raibh leas na mbainteoirí feamainne lárnach i 
bpróiseas cinnteoireachta an Údaráis maidir le todhchaí an chomhlachta Arramara Teo.

  Question No. 42 answered with Question No. 10.

13/03/2013WRE00150Maoiniú d’Eagrais Gaeilge

13/03/2013WRE0020043. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Sandra McLellan den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ar thodhchaí Ealaín na Gaeltachta agus cén maoiniú a bheidh ar fáil don 
eagraíocht sa tréimhse atá le teacht agus ráiteas a dhéanamh ar thodhchaí Óige na Gaeltachta 
agus cén maoiniú a bheidh ar fáil don eagraíocht sa tréimhse atá le teacht. [13100/13]

13/03/2013WRE00300Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Din-
ny McGinley): Tá comhpháirtíocht i bhfeidhm idir Údarás na Gaeltachta agus An Chomhairle 
Ealaíon le roinnt blianta anuas ar mhaithe le hEalaín (na Gaeltachta) Teo a mhaoiniú.  Leanfar 
leis an gcomhpháirtíocht sin i mbliana le maoiniú iomlán de €670,000.  Mar thoradh air sin, 
beidh clár cuimsitheach tacaíochta á chur ar fáil ag Ealaín (na Gaeltachta)  Teo le cuidiú le for-
bairt na n-ealaíon sa Ghaeltacht. Tuigtear dom fosta go mbeidh Plean Straitéise d’Fhorbairt na 
nEalaíon sa Ghaeltacht 2013-2016  á sheoladh ag Ealaín (na Gaeltachta) Teo go luath.

Bunaíodh Óige na Gaeltachta le tacaíocht ó Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2006.  I láthair na 
huaire, tá 45 club óige agus 4 ionad sóisialta eile ag feidhmiú faoina scáth.  Anuas air sin, tá 
breis agus 1,800 duine óg cláraithe leis an eagraíocht.  Tá maoiniú de €250,000 curtha ar fáil ag 
Údarás na Gaeltachta d’Óige na Gaeltachta i mbliana.

Ní miste a aithint, ar ndóigh, go dtacaíonn gníomhaíochtaí Ealaín (na Gaeltachta) Teo agus 
Óige na Gaeltachta araon le cur i bhfeidhm gnéithe tábhachtacha den Straitéis 20 Bliain don 
Ghaeilge.

13/03/2013WRE00350Arts Funding

13/03/2013WRE0040044. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht his 
function in relation to supporting the arts at a local authority level either through a direct alloca-
tion from his Department’s expenditure or through EU cultural programme funding; if, in view 
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of the large reductions in general expenditure on the arts at local level in recent years he pro-
poses any new vehicles to support the area; if he has had any consultation with the Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government with regard to funding the arts at local 
level once proposed changes to local government are enacted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13118/13]

13/03/2013WRE00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Government 
policy on the arts is set out in the Programme for Government.  Government policy is to pro-
mote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, increase access to and participation in the arts, to 
make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life, and to maximise the potential for 
cultural tourism.  Primary responsibility for the promotion of the arts at all levels throughout 
the country is devolved to the Arts Council, which, under the Arts Acts, is independent in its 
funding decisions.  In 2013, the Arts Council will receive an allocation from my Department of 
some €60.7 million in current, capital and EU Presidency funding.

One key vehicle for delivering arts funding to the local authorities is the 28-year partnership 
the Arts Council has had with local authorities through annual direct funding of the national 
infrastructure of local arts services.  Much of the work of local arts services offers people in 
remote and rural communities the opportunity to engage in the arts, both as audience members 
and as active participants in making and presenting work.  The assortment of programmes of-
fered by the Council nationwide reaches a particularly broad range of publics and communities.  
Another important and particularly relevant partnership, in this context, is the Arts Council’s 
14-year partnership with Údarás na Gaeltachta, through the mechanism of Ealaíon na Gael-
tachta, which has focused on developing the arts in the Gaeltacht.

With regard to funding from the EU Culture Programme, the position is that neither Ireland, 
nor indeed my Department, receives an allocation from the EU Culture Programme but projects 
must apply directly to Brussels for this funding.  There is a Cultural Contact Point in Ireland, 
funded by the EU Culture Programme, which assists arts and culture organisations wishing to 
apply for funding.  Information in this regard is available at its website at http://www.ccp.ie  A 
specific strand of this programme, entitled “Local Arts Europe”, features 23 projects across 
many areas of arts practice, each of which is led by a Local Authority Arts office, or by Ealaíon 
na Gaeltachta, working in cooperation with artists, art organisations and community partners in 
their localities, as well as artistic partners based elsewhere in Europe.

I might refer the Deputy to the proceedings of the Joint Committee on Environment, Trans-
port, Culture and the Gaeltacht on 24 April 2012, where discussion took place on the topic of 
‘Utilising the Arts to combat disadvantage among the young, the old and the socially disadvan-
taged and to encourage their greater integration and social inclusion within local communi-
ties’.  These discussions can be accessed on the Oireachtas website at http://debates.oireachtas.
ie/TRJ/2012/04/24/.

13/03/2013WRE00550Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Application Numbers

13/03/2013WRE0060045. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of alternative bogs that have been sourced for turf cutters forced to relocate; the number 
of turf cutters that have been accommodated; the number that will be accommodated before 
the commencement of the 2013 turf cutting season; the number of persons who will not be ac-
commodated by the commencement of the 2013 season; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13042/13]

13/03/2013WRE00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Of the 2,651 
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applications for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme re-
ceived and acknowledged by my Department, 781 applicants have expressed an interest in 
relocation to non-designated bogs.  A total of 2,161 payments and 195 deliveries of turf have 
been made in respect of the applications received.

Arrangements for the relocation of turf cutters to non-designated bogs have been made as 
regards a group from Clara Bog special area of conservation in County Offaly and a group 
from Carrownagappul Bog and Curraghlehanagh Bog special areas of conservation in County 
Galway.  These arrangements involve the groups moving to nearby bogs, with the group from 
Clara Bog having commenced turf cutting at the relocation site in Killeranny, County Offaly, 
in June last, where 23 qualifying turf cutters have now been accommodated.  Agreement has 
been reached between my Department and the group of turf cutters from Carrownagappul and 
Curraghlehanagh Bogs that necessary infrastructure development works will be carried out 
this year in the relocation site in preparation for turf cutting.  The commencement of cutting 
depends on the ground settling following these works and I understand that cutting will com-
mence here in 2014.

Progress has also been made with a view to the relocation in a similar manner of qualifying 
turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog special area of conservation in County Kildare.  My Depart-
ment envisages that qualifying turf cutters from Ballynafagh Bog will be able to commence turf 
cutting in a relocation site during the forthcoming turf cutting season.

In total, 70 applicants from Carrownagappul Bog, 19 applicants from Curraghlehanagh Bog 
and 28 applicants from Ballynafagh Bog have expressed an interest in relocation to non-desig-
nated bogs.

I am advised that of the remaining 49 raised bog special areas of conservation, potential 
relocation sites had been identified for a further 31 bogs and work is ongoing on identifying 
and investigating sites.  Relocation is unlikely to be required, or is likely to be small-scale, for 
another 16 raised bog special areas of conservation due, for example, to the small number of 
turf cutters that have been active on these sites.

In addition, my Department had recently written to applicants from Ballynamona Bog and 
Corkip Lough special area of conservation in County Roscommon, who had expressed an inter-
est in relocation, in order to ascertain interest in relocation to a particular site from the 2013 turf 
cutting season.  I understand that this site would not suit the majority of those who wish to re-
locate from Ballynamona Bog and Corkip Lough due to the distance of the potential relocation 
site from their homes.  However, a small number of applicants have indicated to my Department 
an interest in relocation to this site.

The Deputy will appreciate that relocation is a very complex process, in terms of investi-
gating suitable sites for turf quality and quantity, the infrastructure/drainage works required, 
establishing the number who can be accommodated on the site, the cost and feasibility of land 
purchase or lease, and possible planning and Environmental Impact Assessment requirements.  
Accordingly, it will only be possible to bring this process to a conclusion over time in respect 
of all the relocation sites. It is not possible to indicate, therefore, when exactly additional turf 
cutters can be accommodated at any of these sites over and above the specific cases already 
mentioned.

A payment of €1,500 or a supply of 15 tonnes of cut turf per annum is available under the 
cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme to applicants while awaiting relocation to non-
designated bogs.  An additional once-off payment of €500 will be provided where legal agree-
ments are signed with me, as Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
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13/03/2013WRE00750Film Industry Tax Reliefs

13/03/2013WRE0080046. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the way 
section 481 of the Irish film and television tax incentive published in the Finance Bill will as-
sist the production of indigenous programmes and films; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13134/13]

13/03/2013WRE00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The whole 
area of the development of the Irish audiovisual industry was examined during the preparation 
of the Creative Capital Report – Building Ireland’s Audiovisual Creative Economy.  The Report 
was published in July 2011 and an implementation committee to pursue the execution of its 
recommendations has been established.  One of the main recommendations in the Report is the 
extension of the Section 481 Scheme until the end of 2020; it was previously approved until the 
end of 2015.

In his budget speech last December, the Minister for Finance, Mr Michael Noonan, T.D., 
announced that the Section 481 Scheme will be extended to 2020.  An important and significant 
change will mean that the scheme will operate as a tax credit model from 2016.  This will allow 
an extended lead-in period to enable the sector to adapt to the change to a tax credit model.

This very good news has been welcomed by the sector.  The extension of this scheme gives 
a great deal of certainty to the Irish audiovisual sector to the end of this decade.  I believe that 
it will be a major factor in the continued growth of the sector and I understand that the pipeline 
of potential projects is now building steadily.

13/03/2013WRE00950Passport Application Numbers

13/03/2013WRE0100047. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of passport applications the Passport Office processed in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to 
date in 2013; the current waiting time for a passport; the measures in place to provide emer-
gency passports; the measures being taken to improve the turnaround of passports; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13178/13]

13/03/2013WRE01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
total number of passport applications processed for the period 2010 to 11 March 2013 is de-
tailed as follows: 

Year Applications
2010 675,324
2011 679,946
2012 714,744
To 11 March 2013 135,525

Demand for passport services is highly seasonal, with almost 50% of applications being 
received in the four months April – July each year.  Therefore the Department employs tempo-
rary clerical staff (TCOs) to help the Passport Service meet and improve our turnaround times 
during this peak.  This year 133 TCOs will be recruited and allocated across all offices in the 
Passport Service.

I am pleased to confirm that all correctly completed applications submitted through the rec-
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ommended Passport Express service, used by the vast majority of passport applicants within the 
State, are being processed within the ten day guarantee.

For particular situations which require the applicant to call to a passport office, the Passport 
Service now operates an appointment system and extended opening hours.  This has signifi-
cantly reduced the incidence of queues and reduced waiting time for members of the public.

In situations of genuine and unforeseen urgency, emergency passports are issued during the 
week at the passport offices in Dublin and Cork.  Additionally, my Department provides a Duty 
Officer Service outside normal office hours to deal with matters requiring immediate attention, 
including the issue of passports.  Emergency passports permitting travel abroad are issued only 
in circumstances where the Passport Service is satisfied, on the basis of the application and sup-
porting evidence, that the proposed journey is related to the death or serious injury or illness 
abroad of a close relative or a medical emergency relating to the applicant him/herself; and the 
presence of the applicant at the foreign location in connection with such an unexpected event is 
necessary or highly desirable; and the need to travel has arisen at short notice.

13/03/2013WRE01150Emigrant Support Services

13/03/2013WRE0120048. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will open in 2013 grant round for the emigrant support programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13378/13]

13/03/2013WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
2013 grant round opened on 16 January and closed on 20 February with applications for 358 
projects received from 17 countries.  The assessment process, which is carried out in conjunc-
tion with our missions abroad, is now underway.  The focus of the 2013 grants will be on sup-
porting key frontline welfare and advisory services and on projects aimed at supporting new 
arrivals.  I am pleased that despite the difficult financial situation we face, the Government has 
maintained funding under the ESP at a level of €11,595,000 for 2013.

13/03/2013WRE01350Overseas Development Aid

13/03/2013WRE0140049. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the following article (details supplied) regarding Israel and the Middle East; if he 
is of the opinion that it the article indicates bias; his views on whether it is inappropriate given 
the fact that Trocaire receives €15.5 million annually from State funding; and if he intends to 
raise the issue directly. [13441/13]

13/03/2013WRE01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government’s aid programme, which is managed by Irish Aid in the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, is sharply focused on the fight against global poverty and hunger.  Our part-
nership with Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) represents a very important element 
in this effort.  Trócaire is one of a number of Irish NGOs that receives Irish Aid funding for its 
work to tackle poverty in the developing world.  In common with other Non Governmental Or-
ganisations (NGOs), Trócaire undertakes awareness raising and campaigning activities which 
it considers relevant to its programmes.  The Government respects the right of civil society 
organisations to campaign on issues which they consider relevant to their mission.  It is not a 
requirement of this Irish Aid funding that every position taken by Trócaire must be one with 
which the Government is in agreement.
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In this particular case, I have myself stated publicly that there is a strong moral case for 
settlement products to be excluded from the EU market, and that Ireland would support a pro-
posal for such a ban at EU level. 

13/03/2013WRE01550Property Taxation Exemptions

13/03/2013WRE0160050. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position in relation to li-
ability for the property tax where a person lives above a pub or shop and is paying rates on the 
entire building; if he will clarify whether or not they are liable for the property tax; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13195/13]

13/03/2013WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 sets out how the tax is to be administered and provides for the collection of Local Property 
Tax (LPT).

In the case of a property that is used for both commercial and residential purposes, LPT is 
only due on the residential portion of the property where the residential portion is not subject 
to commercial rates.  Where the entire building including the residential portion is subject to 
commercial rates, LPT would not be due on the residential portion of the property.

13/03/2013WRF00150Action Plan for Jobs

13/03/2013WRF0020051. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a breakdown 
of where the 26,000 employed in aviation according to the jobs action plan work that is airport 
workers, manufacturing, leasing and so on. [13164/13]

13/03/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport have advised my Department that the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 refers to a report by 
Oxford Economics which quotes an estimate of 26,000 directly employed in the air transport 
industry in Ireland. That report provides a limited breakdown of this figure stating that airlines 
registered in Ireland directly employ 10,000 people and that aviation ground-based infrastruc-
ture employs 16,000 people.  (The report categorises ground-based infrastructure as including 
facilities serving passengers such as baggage handling, ticketing, retail and catering, air naviga-
tion, etc).

As Minister for Finance I fully support initiatives to support the aviation sector. The Deputy 
may be aware that as part of the Government approach to the aviation sector, my Department 
have committed to conducting a review of the tax code to establish the feasibility of providing 
tax incentives for specific forms of aircraft financing, for example, enhanced equipment trust 
certificates.

In addition, officials from my Department are active members of the Shannon Aviation 
Business Development Task Force which is reviewing the potential of the aviation sector in 
Ireland.

13/03/2013WRF00350Ministerial Meetings

13/03/2013WRF0040052. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of times he or his 
representatives have met with representatives of the aviation industry or aviation leasing indus-
try since March 2011. [13165/13]
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13/03/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance, I and officials 
from my Department meet with a large number of representatives of all industry sectors includ-
ing representatives of the aviation industry and the aviation leasing industry. 

I meet with industry representatives directly, on the margins of engagements and functions 
and at the request of the IDA. For example, I have met with representatives of both Ryanair, Aer 
Lingus and Transaero, the Chair of Shannon Airport and I opened the new offices of Avolon in 
January of last year. In October of last year I attended the launch of SMBC Aviation Capital, a 
subsidiary of the Sumitomo Bank.

13/03/2013WRF00550Universal Social Charge

13/03/2013WRF0060053. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that the 
universal social charge was introduced in budget 2011 to replace the income levy and health 
levy, the reason for both these levies and if this reason or purpose changed with the amalga-
mation and change of name in budget 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13227/13]

13/03/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is that Universal Social 
Charge (USC) was introduced in Budget 2011 to replace the Income Levy and Health Levy. It 
was a necessary measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps and raise revenue to reduce 
the budget deficit.   I should point out that the Health Levy was introduced in the Health Contri-
butions Act, 1979 and was payable on all reckonable income and subject to certain exemptions.  
The Health Levy was collected along with PRSI contributions by the Revenue Commissioners.  
Under the legislation, it was paid into the Social Insurance Fund and transferred from there to 
the Minister for Health, where it was appropriated to the Health Vote as an appropriation-in-aid.   

The Income Levy was introduced along with a suite of revenue raising measures in Budget 
2009 in response to the economic downturn in order to assist in stabilising the country finances.  

Payment of the Health Levy and the Income levy did not confer any entitlement or specific 
benefits to an individual. However, individuals in general do benefit from the services provided 
by the State.    

Likewise, individuals that are subject to the USC charge do not accumulate entitlements or 
specific benefits.

13/03/2013WRF00750Property Taxation Application

13/03/2013WRF0080054. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if refunds will be paid to hom-
eowners where it comes to light that an overpayment of property tax was paid in any year; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13236/13]

13/03/2013WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter 
for the property owner to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market 
value of the property.  For the purposes of LPT, property values for properties under €1 million 
are organised into valuation bands, with a range of €50,000 in each band.  As property owners 
will not be required to provide a precise value for their property, it is unlikely that any owner 
would find themselves in the position where they overpay their LPT.  The initial valuation of 
a property on 1 May 2013, assuming it is made in good faith, will be valid up to and including 
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2016 and will not be affected by any increase or decrease in property prices or other changes, 
during this period.   Notwithstanding this, I am advised by the Commissioners that section 26 
of the 2012 Act provides for a refund to issue where it transpires that there has been an over-
payment of LPT either directly or by deduction at source, or where, the overpayment was due 
to an error or mistake on a return or a statement made by the liable person, subject to certain 
conditions being satisfied.  Where a true and complete return has been prepared and delivered 
to the Revenue Commissioners and all the information required by the Commissioners to make 
a determination on the case has been provided, a refund may issue where a claim for repayment 
is submitted to Revenue within four years after the end of the year in which the liability date in 
respect of the payment was made falls.  For example, if a liable person elects on the LPT Return 
to pay the 2013 LPT liability by deduction at source from his or her salary, but their spouse 
subsequently pays part of the liability by cash, this would result in an overpayment of LPT for 
2013.   In order to receive a refund, the liable person must submit a claim for repayment of the 
LPT to Revenue by the end of 2017 and provide the necessary information to support the claim.  
It should be noted that a refund of tax will only be made where the taxpayer has no other out-
standing tax liabilities.  

I am further advised by Revenue that the legislation also allows a liable person to appeal 
against a decision of the Revenue Commissioners not to allow a repayment.

13/03/2013WRF00950Property Taxation Collection

13/03/2013WRF0100055. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if the date on which the property 
tax for 2014 becomes payable is January 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13237/13]

13/03/2013WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 119 of the Finance (Local Prop-
erty Tax) Act 2012 sets out the dates for payment of the Local Property Tax (LPT).  The Finance 
(Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 clarifies that while the LPT is due by reference 
to a liability date it is not payable until a later date.  In relation to 2014, the tax is payable on 1 
January 2014.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that a payable date of 1 January is necessary 
to enable phased payments by way of deduction at source from employment or occupational 
pension income or from certain payments from the Department of Social Protection and the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to be spread evenly over the course of 2014.  
Payments made through service providers by way of cash, debit card or credit card can be paid 
in full or can run from 1 January 2014 to the end of 2014 on a weekly or monthly basis as it 
suits the residential property owner.  Payments made by direct debit will commence on 15 
January 2014 and will be deducted on the 15th day of each month thereafter.  Payment of the 
full amount of LPT due by way of Single Debit Authority will be deducted from the nominated 
bank account on 21 March 2014.

13/03/2013WRF01150Banking Sector Regulation

13/03/2013WRF0120056. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has been con-
sulted in relation to plans announced by Allied Irish Bank to outsource IT positions to an Indian 
company (details supplied); if his Department has signed off on such an agreement with the 
bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13299/13]

13/03/2013WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by AIB that the 
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bank is seeking to deliver a better technology offering for customers as it attempts to return 
to profitability over time. The decision to partner with a company (details supplied) has been 
taken as part of the overall strategy of introducing new productivity tools on the most com-
mercial terms.  The Department of Finance were informed of AIB’s decision to partner with the 
company referred to on 27 February 2013. Under the terms of the Relationship Framework in 
respect of the relationship between the Minister for Finance and AIB, this would be considered 
a commercial matter and therefore not require prior ministerial approval.

13/03/2013WRF01350IBRC Liquidation

13/03/2013WRF0140057. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if he will ensure the Irish bank 
Resolution Corporation liquidator meets with staff to discuss their issues as repeated cancella-
tions of such meetings is causing real concern; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13300/13]

13/03/2013WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Special Liquida-
tors that there is on-going communication between them and the staff of IBRC to discuss their 
issues.

In relation to meetings between the Special Liquidators and the IBOA, I have been advised 
that the Special Liquidators met with the IBOA on Monday 11 March 2013.The Special Liq-
uidators have informed me that this was the earliest possible date following the unavoidable 
postponement of the previously arranged meeting of Wednesday, 6 March 2013 and the IBOA’s 
unavailability on Thursday and Friday, 7 and 8 March 2013. The Special Liquidators have ad-
vised that they continue to engage with the IBOA.

13/03/2013WRF01550Fuel Rebate Scheme

13/03/2013WRF0160058. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he plans to extend the fuel 
rebate recently amended in Finance Bill 2013 to include road hauliers and coach companies to 
the Association of Farm Contractors in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13374/13]

13/03/2013WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Contractors using machinery in the 
course of farming work are entitled to use Marked Gas Oil (MGO).  The current excise duty in-
cluding the carbon charge on MGO is 10.23 cents per litre, this compares to 47.9 cents per litre 
in respect of auto-diesel. In terms of VAT, the reduced VAT rate of 13.5% applies to MGO and 
the standard VAT rate of 23% applies to auto-diesel. MGO is therefore taxed more favourably 
compared to auto-diesel.  I will not be introducing a tax rebate for users of MGO.

13/03/2013WRG00150Tobacco Seizures

13/03/2013WRG0020059. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cigarettes 
and tobacco products that were seized by Customs and Excise at Dublin Airport for the years 
2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13382/13]

13/03/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the amounts of cigarettes and tobacco products that were seized by their staff at 
Dublin Airport in 2012 and to date in 2013 are as follows: 
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2012

Amount – Cigarettes 14,283,604

Amount – Tobacco 1,760.06 Kgs

2013

Amount – Cigarettes 2,259.9

Amount – Tobacco 418.18 Kgs

These figures include seizures by both Revenue’s Customs staff at the Airport and their staff 
in the Airmail Unit in the Airport.

Combatting the illegal tobacco trade is, and will continue to be, a very high priority for 
the Revenue Commissioners. The Commissioners’ “Strategy on Combating the Illicit Tobacco 
Trade (2011-2013)”, which is published on the Revenue website (www.revenue.ie), includes a 
wide range of measures designed to target those engaged in the supply and sale of illicit tobacco 
products, and significant resources will be devoted to this issue in 2013.

This multifaceted strategy includes:

- the ongoing analysis of the nature and extent of the problem,

- developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis,

- the ongoing review of operational policies by a high-level group within Revenue that is 
chaired by one of the Commissioners personally,

- the development of analytics and detection technologies, and

- the optimum deployment of resources at both point of importation and within the country 
to intercept and seize contraband products and to prosecute those involved.

13/03/2013WRG00350Excise Duties Collection

13/03/2013WRG0040060. Deputy Ann Phelan asked the Minister for Finance if he will re-examine the 22% rise 
in cider excise duty as announced in budget 2013 in view of the following the additional 22% in 
excise duty is crippling for many Irish craft cider makers as they cannot avail of the 50% rebate 
system; the Irish craft cider industry produces 0.5% of the amount consumed by this country, 
and has directly and indirectly created over 230 jobs in this sector; if he will consider legislating 
for the implementation of a threshold of 30,000 litres of cider under which no excise duty will 
be levied for all cider makers which cannot be considered anti competitive, this would therefore 
counteract the additional rise in excise duty announced in budget 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13394/13]

13/03/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that prior to the increases announced in Budget 2013, there had not been an increase in 
the rate of alcohol products tax on cider since January 2002. In addition, with effect from 15 
October 2008, a reduced rate of tax was introduced for cider of a strength not exceeding 2.8% 
alcohol by volume. Cider benefited also from the general reduction in the rate of tax on alcohol 
products introduced from 10 December 2009.   Article 4 of Council Directive 92/83/EEC on 
the taxation of alcohol products allows for a lower rate to be applied to beer produced by small 
breweries. This provision is, however, specific to beer and there is no corresponding provision 
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for cider. Accordingly, under the current EU legislative framework, a reduced rate cannot be 
introduced for cider produced by small operators.

13/03/2013WRG00550Tax Code

13/03/2013WRG0060061. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will reverse his deci-
sion to tax maternity benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13395/13]

13/03/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The position is, as I stated in my Bud-
get day speech of 5 December 2012, that from the 1st of July 2013, Maternity Benefit will be 
treated as taxable income. I have no plans to reverse this decision.

13/03/2013WRG00750Tax Code

13/03/2013WRG0080062. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13411/13]

13/03/2013WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I previously informed the House in 
reply to PQ No. 4851 on 31 January 2013 that the Revenue Commissioners had confirmed that 
some taxpayers will receive their Local Property Tax (LPT) letter electronically via the Rev-
enue Online Service (ROS).  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that this applies to 
approximately 60,000 ROS customers.

The taxpayers involved have registered with ROS in their personal capacity (that is, not 
through an agent) and are filing their other tax returns through ROS, a system which is world 
class and very highly regarded.  Instead of sending a letter by post to such taxpayers, the fol-
lowing arrangements will apply:

- An email will be sent to the email address that is associated with the person’s ROS account 
notifying them that material relating to LPT has been sent to their ROS inbox;

- A letter with information on LPT Return filing will be issued to their ROS inbox.  This is 
effectively the same letter as the one issuing in paper form to other property owners;

- A copy of Revenue’s information booklet on LPT will also be available from their ROS 
inbox.

I am further advised by the Revenue Commissioners that these taxpayers are accustomed to 
engaging electronically with Revenue on a regular basis and using ROS for paying their tax and 
filing their tax returns.  They will be able to read the relevant LPT letter when it is sent to their 
ROS inbox.  The LPT letter, booklet and the related email, in common with the letters issuing 
in paper form, will be issuing to these ROS customers in the next four weeks.

I am satisfied that the taxpayers in question will receive exactly the same service electroni-
cally as those who will receive a paper letter and consider that it is appropriate, particularly in 
the context of eGovernment, for the Commissioners to communicate in this manner with tax-
payers who are already registered to conduct business with them on line.
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13/03/2013WRG00950Government Bonds

13/03/2013WRG0100063. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions No. 185 of 26 Feburary 2013 and No. 71 of 6 March 2013 if the Central Bank of Ire-
land, can act unilaterally, or in concert with the European Central Bank, dispose of the bonds, 
referred to in his reply, in accordance with a schedule different to that detailed by him in his 
earlier replies, without the agreement of the Government; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13420/13]

13/03/2013WRG0110064. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions No. 185 of 26 February 2013 and No. 71 of 6 March 2013, if he has the lawful authority to 
direct or inhibit the disposal of the bonds, referred to in his reply, by the Central Bank of Ireland 
in accordance with a schedule different to that detailed by him in his earlier replies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13421/13]

13/03/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 63 and 
64 together.

As previously advised to the Deputy, the Irish Government fully understands the need for 
the ECB to ensure it is operating within its mandate.  As the Central Bank of Ireland outlined, 
the bonds will be placed in the Central Bank’s trading portfolio and will be sold, provided that 
conditions of financial stability permit.  The disposal strategy will, of course, maintain full com-
pliance with the Treaty prohibition on monetary financing. Decisions on disposal will be made 
by the Central Bank of Ireland which is statutorily independent from the Irish Government.

The Central Bank of Ireland has undertaken that a minimum of bonds will be sold in accor-
dance with the following schedule: €0.5bn by the end of 2014, €0.5bn per annum from 2015 to 
2018, €1bn per annum from 2019 to 2023 and €2bn per annum from 2024 onwards.

The Central Bank of Ireland is responsible for financial stability considerations.  I would 
expect the Central Bank to take full account of the health of the domestic and international 
banking system, the global economic situation and developments in markets when considering 
financial stability considerations in relation to the disposal of these Irish government bonds.

13/03/2013WRG01250Tax Code

13/03/2013WRG0130065. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering making 
the property tax deductible against rental income. [13438/13]

13/03/2013WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I stated in my reply to a parliamen-
tary question from Deputy Grealish yesterday (12 March 2013), the Inter-departmental group, 
chaired by Dr Don Thornhill to consider the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”), 
recommended that the Local Property Tax (LPT) paid in respect of a rented property should 
be deductible for income tax or corporation tax purposes, in a similar manner to commercial 
rates.  However, the Group recognised the considerable pressures on the public finances and the 
need to bridge the gap between expenditure and revenue. For this reason, the Group suggested 
that consideration be given to phasing in deductibility over a period of years.  The Group also 
considered that it is for Government, having regard to the prevailing budgetary situation, to de-
cide on the time span for phasing-in deductibility and on what percentage of LPT to allow as a 
deduction from gross rents for tax purposes.   There is no provision in the current legislation for 
such deductions.  While it is the intention of the Government to introduce such a provision on a 
phased basis, neither the manner in which this will happen or the timing have yet been decided.
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13/03/2013WRG01450Tax Code

13/03/2013WRG0150066. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering other ways 
of taking into account household income when calculating property tax. [13439/13]

13/03/2013WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In structuring the local property tax 
(LPT) consideration was given to household incomes, as I will outline in my reply.  At present 
I am not considering other ways of taking into account household income when calculating an 
individual’s liability to LPT.   The Inter-departmental group, chaired by Dr Don Thornhill to 
consider the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”), had due regard to issues such as 
ability to pay and considered the provision of waivers or deferrals for households unable to pay 
the tax or where a payment requirement would cause hardship.  The Thornhill Group commis-
sioned the ESRI to assist in this regard and the ESRI was charged with analysing a residential 
property tax which would yield specified annual revenue yields.

When considering reliefs, the Thornhill Group had regard to the following issues: 

- The arrangements for payment of tax due arising from the ownership of properties should 
have regard to the ability of the owners to pay. 

- Reliefs create costs which have to be paid for – either by taxpayers not benefiting from 
them, or by reductions in public expenditure.

- Reliefs should be designed to address clear economic and social policy needs. 

- Considerable care would need to be taken in designing reliefs to ensure that the gains from 
the reliefs are targeted based on need and that there are not unintended and inequitably distrib-
uted gains. 

- The LPT will not be assessed on incomes.

The Thornhill Group favoured allowing voluntary deferrals rather than waivers. Deferrals 
focused on particular categories of householders can address cases where there is an inability to 
pay the LPT.  The Government agreed with this recommendation of the Thornhill Group. 

The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 provides for the possibility of deferring the 
charge to LPT for individuals on low incomes in certain cases.  To qualify for a deferral, the 
residential property must be occupied as a sole or main residence.  The gross income thresholds 
for a full deferral will be €15,000 for a single person and €25,000 for a couple, whether married 
persons, civil partners or cohabitants.  A person may claim a deferral if their gross income will 
not “as can reasonably be foreseen at the liability date” exceed these thresholds in that year.

An increased gross income threshold applies in the case of properties occupied as a sole or 
main residence and subject to a mortgage.  In such cases, the gross income thresholds may be 
increased by 80% of the mortgage interest payments.  A deferral option in qualifying cases in 
this regard will apply until the end of 2017 and will assist individuals currently in mortgage 
distress.

A deferral of up to 50% of the LPT liability will be possible where the gross income of the 
liable person does not exceed €25,000 for a single person or €35,000 for married persons/civil 
partners/cohabitants.

A deferral of 50% of the LPT will also be available where gross income does not exceed the 
above thresholds (€25,000 single, €35,000 couple) as increased by 80% of the gross mortgage 
interest payments that a liable person expects to make by the end of the year for which the gross 
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income is being estimated. This type of deferral will also be available until 31 December 2017.

Where a liable person no longer satisfies the necessary conditions, amounts deferred prior to 
the date on which eligibility ceased may continue to be deferred.  Interest of c. 4% per annum 
will apply to any amounts deferred. The deferred amount, including interest, will attach to the 
property and will have to be paid before the property is sold or transferred.

The deferral thresholds were based on the recommendations of the Thornhill Group.  In 
recommending the thresholds the Group had regard to the analysis it commissioned from the 
ESRI.  An income level of €25,000 for joint and co-owners/spouses/civil partners/cohabitees 
was recommended in order to enable most households in the lowest 40% of income levels to 
have the option of deferral.  This is considered appropriate, having regard to the findings in 
the ESRI study regarding potential impacts on households and having regard to the need for 
balance and equity in terms of the burden thereby imposed on those with higher (but still aver-
age or below average) incomes.  The ESRI report notes that increasing the income thresholds 
will have an impact on the rate of property tax that will be applied.  As the income threshold 
increases the rate will also be required to increase to achieve the same revenue yields.

The Government accepted the gross income thresholds recommended for a full deferral 
and adapted the recommended gross income thresholds for a partial deferral so that they are 
€10,000 rather than €5,000 above the thresholds for a full deferral.

Gross income from all sources consists of total income before any deductions, allowances or 
reliefs that may be taken off for income tax purposes and includes income that is exempt from 
income tax and income from the Department of Social Protection but excludes Child Benefit.

I appreciate that some property owners may find themselves unable to pay Local Property 
Tax but do not qualify for a deferral under the existing legislation.  For this reason, the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013, as passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas, 
provides that a person who has entered into an insolvency arrangement under the Personal In-
solvency Act 2012 may apply for deferral of the LPT that is due during the period for which the 
insolvency arrangement is in effect.

The 2013 Bill also provides that a person who suffers both an unexpected and unavoidable 
significant financial loss or expense, as a result of which he or she is unable to pay their LPT 
without causing financial hardship, may apply for full or partial deferral.  Claims for this type 
of deferral will require full disclosure of the person’s financial circumstances, supporting docu-
mentation and any other information required by Revenue and following an examination of the 
information provided, Revenue will determine whether deferral should be granted.  The detail 
of how this type of deferral will operate and the criteria that will be used to determine eligibility 
will be set out in guidelines due to be published by the Revenue Commissioners shortly.

13/03/2013WRH00150Property Taxation Collection

13/03/2013WRH0020067. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has calcu-
lated the potential effect the property tax will have on the property market. [13440/13]

13/03/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Work carried out by researchers in the 
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) before the introduction of the Local Property 
Tax concluded that a property tax at a rate of 0.4% would result in a small increase in the user 
cost of housing, thereby putting some downward pressure on housing demand.  The Local 
Property Tax rate of 0.18% (for houses up to €1m in value) is less than half the rate used in the 
ESRI analysis, and, as such, the impact on housing demand is likely to be minimal.  In addition, 
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the property rental market is a competitive market, with many suppliers and renters.  Upstream 
costs such as the Local Property Tax are likely to be passed through in the rental market and as 
such will not create a disincentive to purchase houses relative to renting.

13/03/2013WRH00350Construction Sector Strategy

13/03/2013WRH0040068. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a free retrain-
ing scheme will be provided for unemployed construction workers to enable them to retrain 
as installers of water meters; the discussions he has had with Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government in relation to ensuring that these unemployed workers will 
be able to access these jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13391/13]

13/03/2013WRH0050085. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason Solas-
FÁS, has insisted that only qualified plumbers may avail of funding for training courses to 
engage in work relating to the installation of water meters; the reason unemployed general 
construction workers cannot be trained to do this work and be funded by Solas-FÁS; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13393/13]

13/03/2013WRH00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 85 together.

I am informed that in discussions with FÁS, Irish Water have stated that boundary box/
water meter installation teams will consist of two persons, one responsible for the excavation/
preparation of ground works and the other for the installation of the boundary box/water meter.

I am also informed that FÁS have outlined to Irish Water that qualified Plumbers would 
have the required skills for the installation of boundary boxes and water meters as this work is 
covered as part of the four year QQI accredited FÁS Plumbing Apprenticeship.  However, it 
is not a matter for FÁS but ultimately a decision for Irish Water to decide on the qualification 
requirements relating to water meter installation and should Irish Water decide that qualified 
plumbers have the required skill sets to install their water meters, then the question of the state 
‘providing a free retraining scheme for unemployed construction workers to enable them to 
retrain as installers of water meters’ does not arise in view of the levels of unemployed persons 
with such qualifications.

13/03/2013WRH00650Public Private Partnerships

13/03/2013WRH0070069. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that IT Tallaght has spent €3.5 million from non-Exchequer resources 
as part of the preparatory phase of a major capital work which his Department included in its 
commitments under the public capital programme but which has subsequently not been funded; 
his views on whether it fair that the institute has to carry such a deficit and if he is proposing to 
take any remedial action to assist the institute. [13168/13]

13/03/2013WRH0080070. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
equity of IT Tallaght losing €3.5 million from student, non-Exchequer resources due to the 
failure of the State to provide promised capital funding; and if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that this has significant implications for an institute which serves one of the poorest 
communities in the country. [13169/13]

13/03/2013WRH00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
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Nos.69 and 70 together.

My Department provided funding of over €1.3m to IT Tallaght to defray costs that it in-
curred towards necessary enabling external infrastructure works required at the Institute as a 
prerequisite to the delivery of 3 Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects that were in planning 
for the Institute.  As a result of a requirement to prioritise capital resources in the current dif-
ficult fiscal environment, a decision was taken in November 2011 that higher education projects 
that had not been contractually committed at that stage, including these PPP projects, would not 
be progressed.  However, the nature of the site enabling works undertaken enhances the overall 
quality of the external environment and will benefit the Institute in the long term.

13/03/2013WRH00950Schools Building Projects Applications

13/03/2013WRH0100071. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a school (details supplied) in County Cork; the reason a new school has been taken 
off the priority list of buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13201/13]

13/03/2013WRH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has an application with the Department for large scale capital funding for a replace-
ment school building.  My Department is aware of the school’s accommodation difficulties and 
is in regular contact with the school.

To ensure that every child has access to a physical school place, it is vital that there is suf-
ficient school accommodation available to cater for future demographic growth.  The delivery 
of building projects to meet increasing demographic demands will be the main focus for capital 
investment over the duration of the 5 Year Plan, particularly in those areas where it has been 
identified that most demographic growth will be concentrated.  The area in question has not 
been identified as an area of significant demographic growth.

Given the need to meet demographic growth, the delivery of new schools, together with 
extension projects to meet future demand, will be the main focus of the Department’s budget 
for the coming years.  In this regard, it is not possible to indicate at this point when a build-
ing project for the school will be progressed.  The current status of all projects, including this 
school’s project, may be viewed on the Department’s website at www.education.i.e.. and this 
will be updated regularly throughout the year.

13/03/2013WRH01150Irish Language

13/03/2013WRH0120072. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills in respect of those 
employed translating material into the Irish language, if he will provide the number of persons 
employed, FTE, translating material into the Irish language to ensure compliance with the Offi-
cial Languages Act 2003 in each institute of technology and university for each year from 2005 
to date; the amount of money spent in complying with the Official Languages Act 2003 in each 
institute of technology and university for each year from 2005 to date. [13203/13]

13/03/2013WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information sought is 
not readily available in my Department.  Officials of my Department have asked the Higher 
Education Authority to contact the institutions seeking details and I will forward the available 
information to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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13/03/2013WRH01350Schools Building Projects Status

13/03/2013WRH0140073. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the tech-
nical report has been assessed for a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13211/13]

13/03/2013WRH01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department wrote to the 
school to which he refers in February 2013 seeking clarification on a number of matters fol-
lowing a visit to the school by my Department’s technical staff.  A response from the school 
authorities is awaited.

13/03/2013WRH01550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

13/03/2013WRH0160074. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a Student 
Universal Support Ireland grant application will be approved in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13217/13]

13/03/2013WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that, in the case of the student 
in question, her grant application was refused.  The student appealed this decision to the appeals 
officer in SUSI and the original decision was upheld.  A letter outlining the position issued to 
the student on the 25th February, 2013.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by SUSI, and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an appeal 
form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the Student Grants Appeals 
Board.  As a matter of course, SUSI notifies students of this further avenue of appeal when is-
suing the outcome of its own appeal process.

13/03/2013WRJJ00150Clár Tógála Scoileanna

13/03/2013WRJJ0017575. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cé 
mhéad bunscoil agus iar-bhunscoil atá i gcóiríocht shealadach agus cén céatadán díobh siúd ar 
scoileanna lán-Ghaeilge iad; cé hiad na scoileanna atá ag fanacht ar chóiríocht bhuan agus cé 
chomh fada is atá na scoileanna sin ag fanacht ar chóiríocht bhuan [13222/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ00187Minister for Education and Skills(Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Léiríonn an tábla leis seo na 
bunscoileanna agus na hiar-bhunscoileanna go léir atá faoi láthair ag tógáil cóiríochta sealadaí 
ar cíos.  Léirítear chomh maith dáta tosaigh an chéad chíosa a tógadh ag gach scoil ar leith.  I 
measc na scoileanna seo, is Gaelscoileanna 60 díobh agus is Gaelcholáistí 5 díobh.

Bunscoileanna agus lar-bhunscoileanna atá ag tógáil Cóiríochta Sealadaí ar cíos - Márta 
2013

Table 1

Uimhir Rolla Ainm na Scoile Contae Dáta Tosaigh na 
Cóiríochta Sealadaí

04077I* St Brigids NS Ceatharlach 01/08/05
11135K St Mary’s NS Ceatharlach 01/09/05
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16080N* St Phadraig Naofa Ceatharlach 14/12/07
17514C Clonegal NS Ceatharlach 01/12/08
17994T SN Fhoirtcheim Ceatharlach 19/09/06
18424G St Joseph’s NS Ceatharlach 01/08/12
20295K** Carlow Educate Tog Ceatharlach 01/01/08
20370V Saplings School Ceatharlach 01/09/07
61140K* St. Leo’s College Ceatharlach 01/09/07
61150N Presentation - Del La 

Salle College
Ceatharlach 15/08/12

08453H* Crubany NS An Cabhán 01/09/06
08490N St Clare’s PS An Cabhán 01/09/07
16057S Convent of Mercy 

NS
An Cabhán 01/09/07

16083T St Mary’s NS An Cabhán 01/09/05
16959M Curravagh NS An Cabhán 03/12/01
17326B* St Felim’s NS An Cabhán 15/11/04
17625L* Knocktemple NS An Cabhán 01/09/07
18857O** Carrigabruise NS An Cabhán 01/09/05
19439B Holy Family NS An Cabhán 05/08/08
19608V St Kilian’s NS An Cabhán 01/09/02
19871N Scoil Naomh Padraig An Cabhán 06/10/01
20026G GS Bhreifne An Cabhán 01/09/12
70380I** Breifne College An Cabhán 28/08/11
04919H* St John’s NS An Clár 01/09/06
14757N Scoil na Mainstreach An Clár 01/08/07
15301V* Kildysart NS An Clár 01/09/07
16186G* Inch NS An Clár 03/07/06
16677C CBS Bunscoil Inis  

Senior School
An Clár 01/09/99

16908S Sixmilebridge NS An Clár 28/08/06
16946D* Parteen NS An Clár 01/09/06
17583V** Knockanean NS An Clár 01/09/05
18639E Ballynacally NS An Clár 01/02/08
19274S* St. Conaire’s NS An Clár 01/05/07
19849U GS Donncha Rua An Clár 01/09/02
19999Q GS Uí Choimín An Clár 01/09/94
20075T* St. Mochulla’s NS An Clár 24/09/07
20086B** Ennis Educate To-

gether NS
An Clár 03/02/07

20245S Ennistymon National 
School

An Clár 01/11/07

20312H Raheen Wood Steiner 
NS

An Clár 01/07/08

20313J Mol an Oige NS An Clár 01/09/08
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70840Q Ennistymon VEC An Clár 01/10/07
01272O Glandore NS Corcaigh 09/05/01
02114B* Ballygiblin NS Corcaigh 06/11/06
04118T* Bishop Ahern NS Corcaigh 01/11/06
07242M Cloghroe NS Corcaigh 01/09/05
10047I Macroom  Convent 

NS       (St Joseph’s)
Corcaigh 10/09/01

10523O Fermoy Adair NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
10724B South Abbey NS Corcaigh 18/12/10
11992I** Whitegate Mixed NS Corcaigh 20/03/01
12004A Mallon No1 NS Corcaigh 30/07/08
12041G* St. John the Baptist, 

Midleton NS
Corcaigh 01/09/06

12263B Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Corcaigh 01/09/12
12473M Scoil Mhuire na 

nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Corcaigh 01/09/02

12505W Kilbarry NS Corcaigh 01/09/01
13234W** Cloughduv NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
13375R* Scoil Bhríde Corcaigh 01/09/03
13512B* Scoil Mhuire Lourdes Corcaigh 01/10/06
13728B Castletownshend NS Corcaigh 06/09/05
13779S* Dromahane NS Corcaigh 01/09/05
13828F** St. Columba’s Boys 

NS
Corcaigh 01/07/04

13889C Shanbally NS Corcaigh 01/09/11
14052V** St Colmans BNS Corcaigh 01/09/06
14839P Clondrohid NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
15165Q Ballintotas NS Corcaigh 01/01/07
15484J* SN an Chroí Naofa Corcaigh 25/11/03
15594Q* Grange NS Corcaigh 05/09/01
15646J Coomhala NS Corcaigh 01/09/07
15701O* Bartlemy NS Corcaigh 01/09/07
15781P Ballintemple NS Corcaigh 01/09/02
15792U* SN Naomh Micheál Corcaigh 01/09/07
16087E Kealkil NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
16271U** Watergrasshill NS Corcaigh 01/09/08
17011W St Mochomóg’s NS Corcaigh 01/09/05
17103E** Scoil Chlochair 

Mhuire
Corcaigh 01/09/07

17152R Knockskeagh NS Corcaigh 07/01/08
17168J* SN Inis Eoghain Corcaigh 01/09/07
17297U St Fergal’s NS Corcaigh 01/09/05
17360B* SN Mhuire Corcaigh 01/05/07
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17505B* Brooklodge NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
17533G Rahan NS Corcaigh 01/09/08
17600S** Scartleigh NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
17609N** Rathcormac NS Corcaigh 01/01/11
17804L SN Cnoc Na Manach Corcaigh 01/09/06
17823P* Glantane NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
17972J* Killmurry NS Corcaigh 01/09/07
17993R* Scoil Mhuire Gan 

Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Corcaigh 17/09/07

18000W** Scoil Mhuire Naofa Corcaigh 07/02/07
18128C Scoil Mhuire NS Corcaigh 01/09/07
18217B Scoil Padre Pio Corcaigh 01/09/05
18428O Bailenóra NS Corcaigh 01/05/01
18468D* St Mary’s NS Corcaigh 01/12/05
18483W School of the Divine 

Child
Corcaigh 01/11/01

18497K* Scoil Inse Ratha Corcaigh 05/02/07
18535P* St John’s GNS Corcaigh 01/09/06
18829J Summercove NS Corcaigh 01/09/12
19256Q* Scoil Ghobnatan Corcaigh 01/09/07
19351K Cill Chriodain Corcaigh 01/09/00
19381T Rathmore NS Corcaigh 01/09/07
19404F* Scoil Mhuire SN Corcaigh 01/09/06
19415K Scoil an Athar Tadhg Corcaigh 02/09/02
19557H Caheragh NS Corcaigh 01/09/00
19637F Scoil Fhionnbarra Corcaigh 31/08/01
19760E* Scoil Triest Corcaigh 01/09/06
19761G* St Peter’s NS Corcaigh 01/09/06
19801P Drimoleague Junior 

School
Corcaigh 01/09/05

19839R** GS Uí Ríordáin Corcaigh 01/09/83
19851H** GS de Hide Corcaigh 01/09/08
19881Q** GS Charraig Uí 

Leighin
Corcaigh 01/09/05

19909M GS Pheig Sayers Corcaigh 01/09/05
19978I Maulatrahane Central 

NS
Corcaigh 01/09/00

19993E** GS an Ghoirt Alainn Corcaigh 01/01/04
20006A** GS Chloch na 

gCoillte
Corcaigh 01/09/09

20025E GS Droichead na 
Banndan

Corcaigh 01/08/11
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20049S Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Corcaigh 31/05/01

20074R St Gabriel’s Spec 
School

Corcaigh 01/09/04

20106E** Scoil Niocláis Corcaigh 01/09/06
20107G** Gaelscoil Mhainistir 

na Corann
Corcaigh 01/09/06

20151J Gaelscoil Mhuscrai Corcaigh 01/09/09
20204E Kilworth National 

School
Corcaigh 07/11/11

20222G* Scoil Chuil-Aodha/
Barr dInse

Corcaigh 01/09/05

20239A Gaelscoil Ui 
Drisceoil

Corcaigh 01/07/11

20265B Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Corcaigh 01/09/07

20310D** Carrigaline Ed Tog 
NS

Corcaigh 17/08/09

20335T** Scoil Phádraig Naofa  Corcaigh 01/07/12
20336V** Midleton Educate 

Together NS
Corcaigh 01/08/11

20354A** Cara Jnr School Corcaigh 01/09/11
62050O The Hamilton High 

School
Corcaigh 01/07/10

62090D Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Corcaigh 23/08/12

62170B Sacred Heart Sec 
School

Corcaigh 27/08/07

62360G** Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Corcaigh 29/08/12

62460K St Francis College Corcaigh 01/09/07
62730N St Patricks College Corcaigh 12/11/07
91499E** Kinsale Community 

School
Corcaigh 27/08/07

11843O* Niall Mor NS Dún na nGall 01/09/07
12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Dún na nGall 01/09/06
13755E Gartan NS Dún na nGall 15/10/07
16672P** Lurgybrack NS Dún na nGall 01/09/02
16821G* St Patricks GNS Dún na nGall 18/02/08
16903I Faugher NS Dún na nGall 01/09/07
17721H Scoil Treasa Naofa Dún na nGall 01/09/06
17728V* SN Talamh na Coitle Dún na nGall 01/09/06
18625Q Scoil Cholmcille Dún na nGall 01/09/06
18737E Scoil Bhride Dún na nGall 01/09/05
19313C Glenswilly NS Dún na nGall 03/07/07
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19724A** Little Angels Special 
School

Dún na nGall 01/09/07

19927O Scoil Mhuire Dún na nGall 09/09/05
19967D Scoil Iosagain Dún na nGall 01/09/07
19971R** Gaelscoil Adhamh-

nain
Dún na nGall 01/09/05

20097G Gaelscoil Bhun 
Chranncha

Dún na nGall 01/09/99

20144M Gaelscoil Chois Fe-
abhaill

Dún na nGall 01/09/03

20167B Gaelscoil Eirne Dún na nGall 02/09/02
20235P** Letterkenny Educate 

Together
Dún na nGall 01/09/06

62830R St. Eunan’s College Dún na nGall 27/08/10
71140Q Crana College Dún na nGall 01/09/07
76081F Coláiste Ailigh Dún na nGall 01/11/07
76107U Gaelcholaiste Bhun 

Cranncha
Dún na nGall 15/08/07

00752A Central Model Senior 
Mixed NS

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07

01170G* Naul National School Baile Átha Cliath 01/10/07
01795A Central Model In-

fants School
Baile Átha Cliath 20/07/06

06200O* St Mary’s BNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/12/07
07546J Our Lady of Lourdes 

NS
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06

11583O St. Andrew’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
12014D** St Andrew’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 16/04/07
14180H Holmpatrick NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
14463T St Columba’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 03/12/12
16333Q St. Patricks JNS Baile Átha Cliath 17/12/08
16461C** St Finian’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
16972E* SS Peter & Paul JNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05
17055T** Scoil Naomh Mhuire Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
17083B* Scoil Mhuire gan 

Smal
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07

17472M Hedgestown NS Baile Átha Cliath 30/08/11
17569E St Oliver Plunkett NS Baile Átha Cliath 10/11/05
17691E Lusk NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/10
17912O St John Boscos SBS Baile Átha Cliath 01/03/01
17953F* Edmondstown NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07
17961E** Lusk NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
17978V Naiscoil Ide Baile Átha Cliath 01/10/00
18046A** Scoil Bhríde BNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/01
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18047C** Scoil Bhride GNS Baile Átha Cliath 31/08/06
18210K St Michaels House 

Special School
Baile Átha Cliath 10/09/07

18386B* Marist NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/10/07
18411U* St Marys NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/12/01
18412W* Scoil Phadraic C Baile Átha Cliath 03/09/07
18632N SN Eoin Bosco Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
18671A St Michaels House Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07
18763F St Michaels Special 

NS
Baile Átha Cliath 10/09/07

18778S St. Mochta’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
18815V Our Lady of Lourdes Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
18976W* St Colmcilles BNS Baile Átha Cliath 12/10/01
18977B St Colmcilles GNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/06/07
19001G Ballyboughal NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/12
19066L* Loreto Primary Baile Átha Cliath 29/08/07
19220S* Scoil Ide Baile Átha Cliath 01/08/07
19221U Scoil Aine Baile Átha Cliath 01/04/00
19259W St. Patricks GNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07
19281P Mater Special School Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/08
19390U St. Marks SNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/08
19435Q* St Francis Xavier 

JNS
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06

19462T** Scoil Maelruain 
Junior

Baile Átha Cliath 03/08/12

19470S St Francis Xavier 
SNR

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07

19472W* St Marks JNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/12/06
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/11
19515O* St. Teresa’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/07/07
19535U St Cronan’s SNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/07/05
19545A St Patricks JNS Baile Átha Cliath 09/01/06
19574H Divine Word NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
19594N St Pauls Youth En-

counter Project
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/77

19605P Scoil Mhuire JNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/01/02
19624T** St Catherine’s NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
19625V Scoil Realt na Mara Baile Átha Cliath 01/10/07
19628E St. Fiachra’s Senior 

NS 
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07

19636D St Patricks SNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07
19652B* Sacred Heart NS Baile Átha Cliath 10/12/07
19660A Rush NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/03/01
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19662E St Michael’s Primary 
School

Baile Átha Cliath 21/12/08

19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
19757P** St Michaels Special 

NS
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06

19782O St Brigids JNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
19817H** Scoil Mhuire Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
19834H St Aidans NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
19877C* Holy Family SNS Baile Átha Cliath 01/02/00
19878E** Holy Rosary PS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05
19907I* Gaelscoil Mologa Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/07
19926M** Gaelscoil Cholaiste 

Mhuire
Baile Átha Cliath 21/12/01

19949B Muslim NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/08/08
19991A Ghaelscoil na 

Camoige
Baile Átha Cliath 01/07/06

20012S** Griffith Barracks 
Multi D School

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06

20021T Henrietta St School Baile Átha Cliath 25/09/98
20028K** Setanta Special 

School
Baile Átha Cliath 01/12/08

20043G Gaelscoil Chnoc 
liamhna

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06

20047O** Gaelscoil Bharra Baile Átha Cliath 01/06/97
20103V John Scottus NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/99
20139T** Inchicore NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/01/06
20152L** North Dublin Muslim 

School
Baile Átha Cliath 01/01/02

20168D** Glasnevin Educate 
Together NS

Baile Átha Cliath 01/10/07

20190T** Holy Trinity NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05
20220C Gs Ui hEarcain Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/08
20304I** St. Francis of Assisi Baile Átha Cliath 13/08/08
20308Q** Belmayne ETNS Baile Átha Cliath 13/08/08
20334R** Gaelscoil Ros Eo Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/08
20348F** Hollywell ETNS Baile Átha Cliath 30/08/10
20372C ABA Facility (Sap-

lings)
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05

20375I  Abacus Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/06
20378O St Kevins (Abacus 

Unit) 
Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05

20381D Red Door Learning 
Centre

Baile Átha Cliath 01/10/09

60092U** Clonkeen College Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05
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60343T St Josephs Sec 
School

Baile Átha Cliath 01/12/07

60370W St Fintan’s High 
School

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/08

60450U Coláiste Mhuire Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/03
70010V** Balbriggan Commu-

nity College
Baile Átha Cliath 01/11/06

76062B Castleknock Commu-
nity College

Baile Átha Cliath 01/12/06

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/05

76129H** Ardgillan Commu-
nity College

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/12

76130P** Luttrellstown Com-
munity College

Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/09

Table 2

81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Baile Átha Cliath 01/02/2008

03359N* Ballyroan Boys NS Baile Átha Cliath 01/09/2006
19474D St Colmcille’s JNS Baile Átha Cliath 20/08/2012
20401G Stepaside ET Baile Átha Cliath 01/06/2012
03607G Leitrim NS Gaillimh 01/05/2008
04506F Oranmore BNS Gaillimh 20/02/2006
05754G** SN Chreachmhaoil Gaillimh 16/01/2004
07551C* Ballinderreen NS Gaillimh 01/09/2007
09833W Lettergesh NS Gaillimh 01/11/2001
10095T Scoil Naomh Treasa Gaillimh 01/03/2006
12954F Scoil Bhride Gaillimh 01/09/2007
13208V Convent Primary 

School
Gaillimh 30/10/2005

13365O Scoil Mhuire Gaillimh 01/09/2006
15228O Corgary NS Gaillimh 23/02/2002
16293H Kilrickle NS Gaillimh 29/11/2001
16804G* SN Chlair na Gail-

limhe
Gaillimh 01/01/2007

17444H Scoil Seosaimh NS Gaillimh 01/09/2005
17613E Scoil Chaitriona 

Naofa
Gaillimh 01/09/2001

17655U SN Caladh na Muc Gaillimh 01/09/2012
17668G** Scoil na bhForbacha Gaillimh 08/09/2006
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prehensive School
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17759J** Scoil Bhride Gaillimh 01/09/2011
17782E Scoil Bhride Gaillimh 01/11/2005
18089S Scoil Mhuire an 

Gharran
Gaillimh 01/01/2002

18112K Scoil Eanna Gaillimh 01/09/2005
19567K St Anne’s School Gaillimh 01/09/2011
19803T* Scoil Sheamais 

Naofa
Gaillimh 01/12/2004

19965W Scoil Mhuire Gaillimh 01/09/2005
19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Gaillimh 01/09/2006
19996K* St Brendan’s NS Gaillimh 01/12/2006
19998O** GS De hIde Gaillimh 01/09/1998
20000L** Galway Educate 

Together
Gaillimh 01/09/2007

20042E Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Gaillimh 15/10/2007

20061I** GS Iarfhlatha Gaillimh 01/07/2012
20070J Rosedale School Gaillimh 01/09/2001
20123E** Gaelscoil Riabhach Gaillimh 01/07/2004
20199O** Oughterard NS Gaillimh 01/09/2000
20211B** Claregalway ETNS Gaillimh 01/09/2005
20237T** Gaelscoil Riada Gaillimh 01/09/2006
20264W GS na bhFili Gaillimh 03/09/2007
20280U Newtown National 

School 
Gaillimh 03/09/2012

20326S Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Gaillimh 01/08/2008

20328W St Teresa’s Sp School Gaillimh 01/09/2010
20350P Merlin Woods Pri-

mary School
Gaillimh 01/06/2010

20371A Abalta School Gaillimh 01/09/2011
62870G** Presentation College Gaillimh 02/08/2005
62880J* St Joseph’s College Gaillimh 01/09/2007
62960H St Joseph’s Patrician 

College
Gaillimh 01/09/2009

71330V** Colaiste na Coirbe Gaillimh 01/09/2005
03132I* Sliabh A’Mhadra NS Ciarraí 01/04/2005
07841L Kilgobnet N S Ciarraí 16/04/2007
08320L St Clare’s GNS Ciarraí 30/08/2007
09708T Scoil Mhuire Ciarraí 01/09/2005
13615L* Scoil Eoin Ciarraí 01/09/2005
15592M Scoil Cheann Tra Ciarraí 31/08/2006
16898S** SN Breandan Naofa Ciarraí 01/09/2006
17231N Kilcummin NS Ciarraí 30/08/2012
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17915U Killahan NS Ciarraí 24/10/2006
18247K CBS Tralee Ciarraí 01/09/2007
19448C Scoil Realt na Mara Ciarraí 01/10/2005
19487M Holy Cross Mercy 

NS
Ciarraí 01/09/2007

19512I** St Oliver’s NS Ciarraí 01/09/2006
19547E St Francis Spec 

School
Ciarraí 01/11/2005

19986H Scoil Naomh Eoin 
Baiste

Ciarraí 01/08/2006

20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tu-
athail 

Ciarraí 01/09/2004

20158A Tralee ETNS Ciarraí 01/09/2002
20229U** Nagle Rice National 

School 
Ciarraí 01/11/2012

61410N** Presentation Second-
ary School

Ciarraí 01/07/2010

08099P* St. Laurences N S Cill Dara 24/08/2001
09414C St Laurence’s N S Cill Dara 01/09/2005
12747A* Scoil na Mainistream 

De La Salle
Cill Dara 01/02/2007

15040T Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Cill Dara 01/09/2000

15599D* St. Brigid’s Primary 
School

Cill Dara 01/09/2007

16706G** St Joseph B.N.S Cill Dara 01/09/2006
16707I* St Peter’s BNS Cill Dara 01/09/2003
16845U* St Mochuo’s N S Cill Dara 31/07/2003
17254C St Corbans Cill Dara 01/11/2006
17674B St Anne’s NS Cill Dara 01/09/2007
17968S* Two Mile House NS Cill Dara 01/11/2000
18288B** Scoil Mhichil Naofa Cill Dara 01/09/2001
18449W St. Conleth’s NS Cill Dara 01/09/2005
18515J Scoil an Lenbh Iosa Cill Dara 30/08/2007
18988G St. Raphael’s Special 

School 
Cill Dara 01/09/2005

19675N** Scoil Bhride Cill Dara 01/09/2005
19796C** Scoil Phadraig Cill Dara 01/09/2006
20058T Gaelscoil Ui Fhiaich Cill Dara 01/09/2004
20257C** St Patrick’s NS Cill Dara 19/03/2011
00788V* Lisdowney NS Cill Chainnigh 01/08/2009
01300Q* St Michael’s NS Cill Chainnigh 13/09/2006
16875G* St Patricks NS Cill Chainnigh 19/06/2006
17093E* St Brendans NS Cill Chainnigh 03/09/2007
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81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Baile Átha Cliath 01/02/2008

17108O* St Johns Junior NS Cill Chainnigh 01/02/2002
18660S* St Nicholas NS Cill Chainnigh 10/08/2005
19344N St Aidans NS Cill Chainnigh 01/09/2007
19626A St Canices Co-Ed NS Cill Chainnigh 01/10/2006
19856R* Gaelscoil Osraí Cill Chainnigh 01/09/2005
20132F High Support Special 

School
Cill Chainnigh 01/03/2007

20255V** Bunscoil McAuley 
Rice

Cill Chainnigh 27/08/2012

20380B Jonah Special School Cill Chainnigh 01/09/2007
01556F Scoil Bhride NS Laois 12/02/2007
07183W* St Josephs GNS Laois 12/02/2007
12231L Rushall NS Laois 01/11/2000
13741Q* Rath NS Laois 01/09/2007
14838N Maryboro NS Laois 01/09/2004
15446B Gaelscoil Thromaire Laois 23/04/2007
17064U** St Patrick’s NS Laois 27/11/2000
17557U St Abbans NS Laois 01/11/2007
18150S Scoil an Fraoich 

Mhoir
Laois 01/09/2006

18547W Faolan Naofa NS Laois 01/09/2006
18828H St Pauls Primary Laois 01/09/2007
19747M** Scoil Bhride NS Laois 11/12/2006
20224K Gaelscoil an tSli Dala Laois 01/07/2005
20347D** Portlaoise Educate 

Together NS
Laois 01/07/2010

68068R** Colaiste Iosagáin Laois 21/08/2012
16474L* St. Mary’s NS Liatroim 05/03/2007
17233R* St Clare’s NS Liatroim 01/09/2006
19423J* St. Patrick’s NS Liatroim 01/09/2007
20212D** Gaelscoil Liatroma Liatroim 01/09/2005
20260O Gaelscoil Chluainin Liatroim 01/09/2007
02007A Cronagh National 

School Rathleale
Luimneach 01/08/2007

06539H* Knockea NS Luimneach 01/09/2005
07857D Killinure NS Luimneach 01/09/2000
09296W Our Ladys Abbey NS Luimneach 21/01/2008
11422N* Mahoonagh Luimneach 15/08/2006
16264A St Marys Boys Na-

tional School
Luimneach 25/06/2002

16443A* Scoil Phádraig Naofa 
Buachaillí

Luimneach 01/09/2007

16712B Scoil Naomh Iosaf Luimneach 01/06/2007
17937H Monaleen NS Luimneach 20/02/2007
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81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Baile Átha Cliath 01/02/2008

18161A Castleconnell NS Luimneach 19/11/2007
18177P St Annes Primary Luimneach 01/04/2000
18426K* Scoil Ide Naofa Luimneach 01/09/2002
18653V St Josephs BNS Luimneach 29/09/1999
18692I* Catherine McAuley 

School. (SS)
Luimneach 01/03/2007

18991S John F. Kennedy 
Memorial School

Luimneach 01/01/2001

19336O St Pauls NS Luimneach 01/09/2002
19475F St Brigids NS Luimneach 31/08/2006
19956V Gaelscoil Sairseal Luimneach 01/01/2000
20148U** Gaelscoil Chaladh an 

Treoigh
Luimneach 01/09/2001

20175A** Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Luimneach 01/08/2009

20181S** Gaelscoil an Raithin Luimneach 01/09/2003
76070A** Colaiste Iosaef Luimneach 27/08/2012
76101I Gaelscholaiste Lui-

mnigh
Luimneach 01/09/2010

00860D Forgney NS An Longfort 01/12/2009
19429V** St. Christopher’s 

Special School
An Longfort 01/10/2004

20083S** Gaelscoil Longfoirt An Longfort 01/09/2005
20124G** St Marys NS An Longfort 01/09/2006
20128O** St Matthews NS An Longfort 01/09/2006
00851C Presentation Primary 

School
An Lú 01/09/2008

01553W Louth NS An Lú 01/09/2006
14069P Dun Dealgan NS An Lú 01/11/2006
14651U Castletown GNS An Lú 01/03/2008
15259C* St Malachys Girls 

Sch
An Lú 01/03/2006

16208N Termonfeckin Mixed 
NS

An Lú 01/09/2006

17059E* Iosaif na mBraithre An Lú 01/09/2007
17195M** CBS Primary 

Dundalk
An Lú 01/09/2006

17865I St Mary’s BNS An Lú 24/08/2008
17949D SN Padraig Naofa An Lú 01/10/2007
18098T* Scoil N Bhride C An Lú 01/09/2006
18101F Rampark NS An Lú 01/09/2008
18148I* Scoil Bhride Lann 

Leire
An Lú 01/09/2007

18504E* St Malachys Boys An Lú 24/09/2007
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18635T St Buite’s NS An Lú 01/01/2006
19215C SN Ard Mhuire An Lú 19/10/2005
19223B* SN Padraig Naofa An Lú 01/09/2007
19479N Rathmullen NS An Lú 21/02/2002
19673J** St Josephs NS An Lú 01/09/2007
19678T St Pauls Senior NS An Lú 01/11/2007
20171P** Ardee Educate To-

gether NS 
An Lú 01/09/2002

20259G** St Francis NS An Lú 01/09/2007
20339E Realt na Mara School An Lú 01/09/2009
20374G ABA Facility An Lú 01/09/2004
63890R** St. Mary’s College An Lú 01/08/2012
63900R* St Vincents Second-

ary School
An Lú 01/09/2007

71770D O’Fiaich College An Lú 01/01/2010
91441T** Ardee Community 

College
An Lú 01/09/2011

17856H* Scoil Naomh Mhuire An Lú 01/09/2007
63891T De La Salle College An Lú 01/07/2012
71780G** Scoil Uí Mhuirí An Lú 31/08/2012
04796R Brackloon NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2001
07054L* Scoil Naomh Bríd Maigh Eo 01/09/2003
11725I* Behymore NS Maigh Eo 01/04/2000
13659I Bekan NS Maigh Eo 26/08/2008
13667H St. Josephs NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2009
13758K Templemary NS Maigh Eo 01/07/2005
13945J Eskeragh NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2007
14400S* Richmond NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2005
15539I St Johns NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2007
16170O Cloghans NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2000
16173U Kinaffe Ns Maigh Eo 03/12/2007
16904K* Lankill NS Maigh Eo 01/09/2007
16911H Lahardane NS Maigh Eo 01/05/2008
17209U* Caoneal NS Maigh Eo 03/09/2007
18070U* Muire Gan Smal Maigh Eo 01/09/2007
18145C St Tiernans NS Maigh Eo 01/02/2008
19375B** St Brid’s Spec NS Maigh Eo 18/12/2006
19402B* Ballyvary Central NS Maigh Eo 24/09/2007
19451O Holy Family NS Maigh Eo 11/09/2006
19972T Gaelscoil Uileog De 

Búrca
Maigh Eo 01/06/1997

20084U Scoil na gCeithre 
Maol

Maigh Eo 01/09/2009

20230F Scoil Phadraig Maigh Eo 01/09/2006
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64570E** Our Lady’s Sec 
School

Maigh Eo 09/01/2006

64690O Scoil Mhuire & Pa-
draig

Maigh Eo 01/09/2009

00883P* St Annes An Mhí 01/03/2004
01309L* St Patricks NS An Mhí 01/09/2000
02905J SN Naomh Padraig An Mhí 01/09/2008
04210H* St Josephs NS (Kilm-

essan Mxd NS)
An Mhí 01/09/2007

05630L St Michaels NS Trim An Mhí 01/09/2007
11039O* Kilbeg NS An Mhí 01/09/2000
15104T* Scoil Bhride An Mhí 01/02/2000
16100Q St Josephs Mercy P.S An Mhí 01/07/2006
17520U* Robinstown NS An Mhí 01/09/2006
17623H** O’Growney NS An Mhí 01/09/2005
17705J** Whitecross Primary 

School
An Mhí 01/09/2005

17839H** Duleek BNS An Mhí 01/09/2006
17840P** Scoil Bhainin Naofa/

Duleek GNS
An Mhí 01/09/2007

18106P Lismullen NS An Mhí 01/09/2006
18448U* Rathbeggan NS An Mhí 01/09/2007
18762D** Realt na Mara BNS An Mhí 01/11/1999
18767N** Realt na Mara GNS An Mhí 01/09/2007
19560T** Saint Marys Special 

School
An Mhí 01/05/2006

19768U St Marys NS An Mhí 01/09/2006
20032B Dunboyne Junior 

School
An Mhí 01/09/2006

20033D Dunboyne Senior 
Primary School

An Mhí 01/09/2006

20051F Gaelscoil na Boinne An Mhí 01/04/2006
20082Q Gaelscoil Thulach na 

nOg
An Mhí 01/09/2006

20164S** Navan Educate To-
gether NS

An Mhí 01/09/2008

20179I** St. Stephen’s Nation-
al School 

An Mhí 01/08/2012

20191V St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

An Mhí 01/09/2004

20200T Ratoath Senior NS An Mhí 01/09/2007
20352T Ard Ri Community 

NS
An Mhí 01/09/2010
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20379Q Stepping Stones Spe-
cial School

An Mhí 01/09/2010

20382F** Gaelscoil na Mí An Mhí 01/07/2011
71960I** Dunshaughlin Com-

munity College
An Mhí 01/08/2012

91508C Boyne Community 
School

An Mhí 07/01/2008

20396Q Ashbourne Educate 
Together NS 

An Mhí  

72010I Beaufort College An Mhí 01/08/2012
15142E Donaghmoyne NS Muineachán 01/09/2007
16769H* Latnamard NS Muineachán 01/09/2007
16923O* SN iorball Sionnaigh Muineachán 01/09/2005
17099Q St. Josephs NS Muineachán 01/04/2008
17686I* Scoil Mhuire BNS Muineachán 03/09/2007
19936P Gaelscoil Ultain Muineachán 28/08/2006
20055N GS Eois Muineachán 01/12/1997
20327U Gaelscoil Lorgan Muineachán 18/07/2008
72170H Ballybay Community 

School
Muineachán 01/09/2008

07949I* Oxmantown NS Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2007
17827A** St Patrick’s NS Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2006
18057F Scoil Mhuire NS Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2008
18364O Scoil Muire Banrion Uibh Fhailí 10/08/2007
18406E St Francis BNS Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2004
18797W SN Naomh Iosef Uibh Fhailí 01/07/2007
20099K Offaly School of Spe-

cial Education
Uibh Fhailí 23/05/2006

20267F** Scoil Bhride PS Uibh Fhailí 19/10/2007
20332N** Gaelscoil Eadan 

Doire
Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2008

65582Q St. Mary’s Secondary 
School

Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2009

65620V Sacred Heart School Uibh Fhailí 01/09/2007

Table 3

72540O** Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Uibh Fhailí 27/08/2012

14356S* Lisaniskey NS Ros Comáin 01/11/2006
16816N Attyrory NS Ros Comáin 01/09/2009
17266J St. Mary’s NS Ros Comáin 01/09/2002
18395C Cloonakilla NS Ros Comáin 01/09/2010
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19789F St. Michaels School Ros Comáin 01/07/2010
20126K GS De hIde Ros Comáin 01/09/2004
04487E* Achonry NS Sligeach 01/09/2012
14636B Scoil Naomh Eanna Sligeach 01/09/1999
18053U Sooey NS Sligeach 01/01/2008
18298E Culfadda NS Sligeach 01/06/2008
18334F* Knockminna Sligeach 01/09/2007
18575E* Scoil Naomh Molaise Sligeach 01/09/2005
18979F* Scoil Ursula Sligeach 01/09/2007
20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 

Re
Sligeach 01/07/2004

00590A Borrisoleigh BNS Tiobráid Árann 04/10/2006
01594N* Scoil Eoin Naofa Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2007
09190G* Boher NS Tiobráid Árann 01/08/2007
10120P** Our Lady of Mercy 

NS
Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2007

12540B Clonmore NS Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2008
16077B* Ardfinnan NS Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2007
16211C* Scoil Mochaomhog 

Naofa
Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2007

16276H Carrig NS Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2006
17779P Powerstown NS Tiobráid Árann 21/09/2001
18062V* Grange NS Tiobráid Árann 01/12/2006
18345K Scoil Iosef Naofa Tiobráid Árann 01/09/2005
18716T Cahir BNS Tiobráid Árann 01/03/2000
19230V Scoil Chormaic Tiobráid Árann 01/05/2006
19615S Scoil Aonghusa Tiobráid Árann 02/06/2006
20085W GS Charraig Na 

Siuire
Tiobráid Árann 01/09/1998

72400V** Comeragh College Tiobráid Árann 01/08/2007
14686 Jonah Project ABA 

school
Port Láirge 01/09/2007

01395H* Aglish National 
School

Port Láirge 20/08/2007

17159I* Garranbane NS Port Láirge 01/11/2006
17525H* Light of Christ 

School
Port Láirge 01/09/2006

18094L* Scoil Mhuire Port Láirge 13/08/2006
18235D* St Marys BNS Port Láirge 01/12/2006
19108B** St Martins Special 

School
Port Láirge 01/09/2006

19885B Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Port Láirge 10/01/2005

20050D** Gaelscoil na nDeise Port Láirge 01/07/2008
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20143K* Waterpark National 
School

Port Láirge 01/09/2007

20160K** Waterford Educate 
Together NS

Port Láirge 01/01/2005

20170N Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Port Láirge 24/03/2004

64922J Stella Maris Sec 
School

Port Láirge 01/09/2010

64923L CBS Secondary 
School

Port Láirge 01/09/2010

68078U Gaelcholáiste Phort 
Láirge

Port Láirge 01/08/2007

91509E Blackwater Commu-
nity School

Port Láirge 27/08/2008

05916G* St Annes Ns Tyrrell-
spass

An Iarmhí 01/09/2007

17025K The Downs NS An Iarmhí 01/09/2007
17102C Cluain Buinne An Iarmhí 05/09/2005
17327D** Curraghmore NS An Iarmhí 27/02/2001
18505G St Clares NS An Iarmhí 01/09/2001
18640M** St Josephs NS An Iarmhí 01/09/2006
19848S** St Etchens NS An Iarmhí 01/07/2008
20063M* Scoil an Chlochair An Iarmhí 11/12/2006
20073P St Marys NS An Iarmhí 06/10/2007
20238V GS an Choillin An Iarmhí 01/09/2006
20373E ABA School (Sap-

lings)
An Iarmhí 01/07/2012

03633H Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Loch Garman 01/09/1999

05070W* Scoil Chroi Ro Naofa Loch Garman 27/08/2007
08221J St Senans Primary Loch Garman 21/08/2001
11986N* Mercy National 

School
Loch Garman 19/11/2007

16409A* St Marys NS Loch Garman 01/09/2007
16605A* Kilrane NS Loch Garman 17/08/2007
16828U* Oylegate NS Loch Garman 01/09/2006
17450C Poulfour NS Loch Garman 19/08/2011
17610V Scoil Baile Fada Loch Garman 01/09/2008
17768K* Castletown NS Loch Garman 01/10/2004
17800D* Bree NS Loch Garman 01/09/2005
17841R* Scoil Mhuire Loch Garman 01/11/2006
17913Q Our Lady of Fatima 

NS
Loch Garman 01/09/2007

18280I St Josephs Boys 
Primary

Loch Garman 17/06/2005
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18336J Boolavogue NS Loch Garman 01/10/2007
18558E* Piercestown NS Loch Garman 01/09/2003
19240B** St. Patrick’s Special 

School
Loch Garman 01/07/2006

19739N* Scoil Mhuire Loch Garman 01/09/2003
20003R St Aidans Primary Loch Garman 08/10/2005
20057R** GS Inis Córthaidh Loch Garman 01/09/2005
20333P Wexford ETNS Loch Garman 28/10/2010
63640R** CBS Wexford Loch Garman 01/10/2007
68080H Meanscoil Gharman Loch Garman 01/01/2008
01782O* SN Padraig Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2007
11372B* Scoil Mhuire Realt 

Na Mara
Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2006

12529N St Saviour’s NS Cill Mhantáin 31/10/2007
13932A St Michaels GNS Cill Mhantáin 03/11/2008
14398L* Glebe NS Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2004
16573N* St Brigid’s NS Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2006
16874E St Joseph’s GNS Cill Mhantáin 01/07/2003
17181B St Joseph’s NS Cill Mhantáin 01/09/1998
17826V* Na Coroine Mhuire 

Mixed
Cill Mhantáin 01/08/2006

18365Q* Kilmacanogue NS Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2007
18502A Talbotstown NS Cill Mhantáin 01/01/2009
18962L St Ernan’s BNS Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2006
19522L** St Catherine’s Spec 

School
Cill Mhantáin 01/12/2001

19573F St Laurence’s NS Cill Mhantáin 01/10/2009
19734D* St Francis’s NS Cill Mhantáin 01/08/2006
20045K** Gaelscoil Chill 

Mhantain
Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2005

20080M** GS An Inbhir Mhoir Cill Mhantáin 01/09/1998
20178G** Wicklow ETNS Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2005
20242M Blessington ETNS Cill Mhantáin 01/01/2009
20243O GS Na Lochanna Cill Mhantáin 01/07/2010
70740M** Arklow Community 

College
Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2007

70790E Colaiste Bhride Cill Mhantáin 01/11/2007
76106S Gaelcholaiste na 

Mara
Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2007

17265H Rathdrum Boys NS Cill Mhantáin 01/05/2006
20346B** Kilcoole Primary 

School 
Cill Mhantáin 01/09/2012

*San áireamh sa Chlár chun Réamhdhéantáin a Athsholáthar,
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**San áireamh sa Chlár 5 Bliana

Departmental Expenditure

13/03/2013WRJJ0020076. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total cost of pre-
fabricated buildings being used in both primary and secondary schools here; if he will provide 
a county breakdown; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13296/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The rental cost of prefabri-
cated buildings in Primary and Post Primary schools on a county by county basis in 2012 is 
outlined in the table.

Rental Cost of Prefabs in Primary & Post Primary Schools in 2012

County Primary Post Primary Annual Rental Cost
Carlow €185,590.74 €78,670.69 €264,261.43
Cavan €358,788.77 €31,596.24 €390,385.01
Clare €612,058.21 €15,990.00 €628,048.21
Cork €2,435,704.84 €287,568.30 €2,723,273.14
Donegal €575,421.00 €122,188.40 €697,609.40
Dublin €4,009,380.01 €279,961.05 €4,289,341.06
Galway €1,122,086.47 €217,281.96 €1,339,368.43
Kerry €302,550.83 €13,842.40 €316,393.23
Kildare €873,017.92 0 €873,017.92
Kilkenny €160,779.85 0 €160,779.85
Laois €490,258.06 €50,976.00 €541,234.06
Leitrim €22,226.10 0 €22,226.10
Limerick €558,416.23 €46,169.28 €604,585.51
Longford €155,795.53 0 €155,795.53
Louth €879,921.26 €111,331.67 €991,252.93
Mayo €367,412.25 €40,934.40 €408,346.65
Meath €1,130,342.71 €18,868.20 €1,149,210.91
Monaghan €126,252.88 €49,832.64 €176,085.52
Offaly €359,740.91 €79,438.32 €439,179.23
Roscommon €21,656.85 0 €21,656.85
Sligo €200,034.53 0 €200,034.53
Tipperary €445,334.90 0 €445,334.90
Waterford €197,854.72 €75,807.14 €273,661.86
Westmeath €436,194.85 0 €436,194.85
Wexford €807,144.04 €26,223.60 €833,367.64
Wicklow €570,452.31 €79,782.46 €650,234.77
Total €17,404,416.77 €1,626,462.75 €19,030,879.52

Capital Expenditure Programme

13/03/2013WRJJ0040077. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) in County Donegal was not included in the Departments five year Capital 
Programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13297/13]
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13/03/2013WRJJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers has an application with my Department for large scale capital funding for a replace-
ment school building and a site for the proposed school has been acquired.

To ensure that every child has access to a physical school place, it is vital that there is suf-
ficient school accommodation available to cater for future demographic growth. The delivery 
of building projects to meet increasing demographic demands will be the main focus for capital 
investment over the duration of the 5 Year Plan, particularly in those areas where it has been 
identified that most demographic growth will be concentrated. The area in question has not 
been identified as an area of significant demographic growth.

Given the need to meet the identified demographic growth, the delivery of new schools, 
together with extension projects to meet future demand, will be the main focus of the Depart-
ment’s budget for the coming years. In this regard, it is not possible to indicate at this point 
when a building project for the school will be progressed. 

Student Grant Scheme Appeals

13/03/2013WRJJ0060078. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
Student Universal Support Ireland application on appeal was only awarded maintenance grant 
as the family income was very much below the requirement; the reason a full breakdown by 
the DCVEC showing the way they achieved their figures on this family’s income has not been 
forthcoming; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13305/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ0070079. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
Student Universal Support Ireland application on appeal was only awarded a maintaince grant 
as the family income was very much below the requirement; the reason a full breakdown by 
the Dublin City vocational education committee showing the way they achieved their figures 
on this family income has not been forthcoming; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13314/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 78 and 79 together.

Officials in my Department understand from Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that 
the application from the student in question is under review.  SUSI will make direct contact with 
the student when the review has been completed.

School Accommodation

13/03/2013WRJJ0090080. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide in tabular form the number of primary and post-primary schools currently in temporary 
accommodation; the length of time these schools have been awaiting permanent accommoda-
tion; the number of these schools that are Irish-medium schools; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13318/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ00975Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn: The table below outlines all 
primary and post-primary schools currently renting temporary accommodation.  The com-
mencement date of the earliest rental at each school is also outlined.

Of these 615 schools, 60 are Gaelscoileanna and 5 are Gaelcholaistí.
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Primary and Post Primary Schools renting Temporary Accommodation - March 2013

Roll No School Name County Commencement date 
of Temporary ac-
commodation

04077I* St Brigids NS Carlow 01/08/05
11135K St Mary’s NS Carlow 01/09/05
16080N* St Phadraig Naofa Carlow 14/12/07
17514C Clonegal NS Carlow 01/12/08
17994T SN Fhoirtcheim Carlow 19/09/06
18424G St Joseph’s NS Carlow 01/08/12
20295K** Carlow Educate Tog Carlow 01/01/08
20370V Saplings School Carlow 01/09/07
61140K* St. Leo’s College Carlow 01/09/07
61150N Presentation - Del La 

Salle College
Carlow 15/08/12

08453H* Crubany NS Cavan 01/09/06
08490N St Clare’s PS Cavan 01/09/07
16057S Convent of Mercy 

NS
Cavan 01/09/07

16083T St Mary’s NS Cavan 01/09/05
16959M Curravagh NS Cavan 03/12/01
17326B* St Felim’s NS Cavan 15/11/04
17625L* Knocktemple NS Cavan 01/09/07
18857O** Carrigabruise NS Cavan 01/09/05
19439B Holy Family NS Cavan 05/08/08
19608V St Kilian’s NS Cavan 01/09/02
19871N Scoil Naomh Padraig Cavan 06/10/01
20026G GS Bhreifne Cavan 01/09/12
70380I** Breifne College Cavan 28/08/11
04919H* St John’s NS Clare 01/09/06
14757N Scoil na Mainstreach Clare 01/08/07
15301V* Kildysart NS Clare 01/09/07
16186G* Inch NS Clare 03/07/06
16677C CBS Bunscoil Inis  

Senior School
Clare 01/09/99

16908S Sixmilebridge NS Clare 28/08/06
16946D* Parteen NS Clare 01/09/06
17583V** Knockanean NS Clare 01/09/05
18639E Ballynacally NS Clare 01/02/08
19274S* St. Conaire’s NS Clare 01/05/07
19849U GS Donncha Rua Clare 01/09/02
19999Q GS Uí Choimín Clare 01/09/94
20075T* St. Mochulla’s NS Clare 24/09/07
20086B** Ennis Educate To-

gether NS
Clare 03/02/07
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20245S Ennistymon National 
School

Clare 01/11/07

20312H Raheen Wood 
Steiner NS

Clare 01/07/08

20313J Mol an Oige NS Clare 01/09/08
70840Q Ennistymon VEC Clare 01/10/07
01272O Glandore NS Cork 09/05/01
02114B* Ballygiblin NS Cork 06/11/06
04118T* Bishop Ahern NS Cork 01/11/06
07242M Cloghroe NS Cork 01/09/05
10047I Macroom  Convent 

NS       (St Joseph’s)
Cork 10/09/01

10523O Fermoy Adair NS Cork 01/09/06
10724B South Abbey NS Cork 18/12/10
11992I** Whitegate Mixed NS Cork 20/03/01
12004A Mallon No1 NS Cork 30/07/08
12041G* St. John the Baptist, 

Midleton NS
Cork 01/09/06

12263B Scoil Cnoc Gogáin Cork 01/09/12
12473M Scoil Mhuire na 

nGrós (Greenmount 
Monastery NS)

Cork 01/09/02

12505W Kilbarry NS Cork 01/09/01
13234W** Cloughduv NS Cork 01/09/06
13375R* Scoil Bhríde Cork 01/09/03
13512B* Scoil Mhuire 

Lourdes
Cork 01/10/06

13728B Castletownshend NS Cork 06/09/05
13779S* Dromahane NS Cork 01/09/05
13828F** St. Columba’s Boys 

NS
Cork 01/07/04

13889C Shanbally NS Cork 01/09/11
14052V** St Colmans BNS Cork 01/09/06
14839P Clondrohid NS Cork 01/09/06
15165Q Ballintotas NS Cork 01/01/07
15484J* SN an Chroí Naofa Cork 25/11/03
15594Q* Grange NS Cork 05/09/01
15646J Coomhala NS Cork 01/09/07
15701O* Bartlemy NS Cork 01/09/07
15781P Ballintemple NS Cork 01/09/02
15792U* SN Naomh Micheál Cork 01/09/07
16087E Kealkil NS Cork 01/09/06
16271U** Watergrasshill NS Cork 01/09/08
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17011W St Mochomóg’s NS Cork 01/09/05
17103E** Scoil Chlochair 

Mhuire
Cork 01/09/07

17152R Knockskeagh NS Cork 07/01/08
17168J* SN Inis Eoghain Cork 01/09/07
17297U St Fergal’s NS Cork 01/09/05
17360B* SN Mhuire Cork 01/05/07
17505B* Brooklodge NS Cork 01/09/06
17533G Rahan NS Cork 01/09/08
17600S** Scartleigh NS Cork 01/09/06
17609N** Rathcormac NS Cork 01/01/11
17804L SN Cnoc Na Manach Cork 01/09/06
17823P* Glantane NS Cork 01/09/06
17972J* Killmurry NS Cork 01/09/07
17993R* Scoil Mhuire Gan 

Smál (B) (Glasheen 
BNS)

Cork 17/09/07

18000W** Scoil Mhuire Naofa Cork 07/02/07
18128C Scoil Mhuire NS Cork 01/09/07
18217B Scoil Padre Pio Cork 01/09/05
18428O Bailenóra NS Cork 01/05/01
18468D* St Mary’s NS Cork 01/12/05
18483W School of the Divine 

Child
Cork 01/11/01

18497K* Scoil Inse Ratha Cork 05/02/07
18535P* St John’s GNS Cork 01/09/06
18829J Summercove NS Cork 01/09/12
19256Q* Scoil Ghobnatan Cork 01/09/07
19351K Cill Chriodain Cork 01/09/00
19381T Rathmore NS Cork 01/09/07
19404F* Scoil Mhuire SN Cork 01/09/06
19415K Scoil an Athar Tadhg Cork 02/09/02
19557H Caheragh NS Cork 01/09/00
19637F Scoil Fhionnbarra Cork 31/08/01
19760E* Scoil Triest Cork 01/09/06
19761G* St Peter’s NS Cork 01/09/06
19801P Drimoleague Junior 

School
Cork 01/09/05

19839R** GS Uí Ríordáin Cork 01/09/83
19851H** GS de Hide Cork 01/09/08
19881Q** GS Charraig Uí 

Leighin
Cork 01/09/05

19909M GS Pheig Sayers Cork 01/09/05
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19978I Maulatrahane Cen-
tral NS

Cork 01/09/00

19993E** GS an Ghoirt Alainn Cork 01/01/04
20006A** GS Chloch na 

gCoillte
Cork 01/09/09

20025E GS Droichead na 
Banndan

Cork 01/08/11

20049S Ringaskiddy Lower 
Harbour NS

Cork 31/05/01

20074R St Gabriel’s Spec 
School

Cork 01/09/04

20106E** Scoil Niocláis Cork 01/09/06
20107G** Gaelscoil Mhainistir 

na Corann
Cork 01/09/06

20151J Gaelscoil Mhuscrai Cork 01/09/09
20204E Kilworth National 

School
Cork 07/11/11

20222G* Scoil Chuil-Aodha/
Barr dInse

Cork 01/09/05

20239A Gaelscoil Ui 
Drisceoil

Cork 01/07/11

20265B Gaelscoil Chionn 
tSaile

Cork 01/09/07

20310D** Carrigaline Ed Tog 
NS

Cork 17/08/09

20335T** Scoil Phádraig Naofa  Cork 01/07/12
20336V** Midleton Educate 

Together NS
Cork 01/08/11

20354A** Cara Jnr School Cork 01/09/11
62050O The Hamilton High 

School
Cork 01/07/10

62090D Scoil Mhuire Gan 
Smál 

Cork 23/08/12

62170B Sacred Heart Sec 
School

Cork 27/08/07

62360G** Christian Brothers 
Secondary School

Cork 29/08/12

62460K St Francis College Cork 01/09/07
62730N St Patricks College Cork 12/11/07
91499E** Kinsale Community 

School
Cork 27/08/07

11843O* Niall Mor NS Donegal 01/09/07
12077E Scoil Naomh Fiachra Donegal 01/09/06
13755E Gartan NS Donegal 15/10/07
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16672P** Lurgybrack NS Donegal 01/09/02
16821G* St Patricks GNS Donegal 18/02/08
16903I Faugher NS Donegal 01/09/07
17721H Scoil Treasa Naofa Donegal 01/09/06
17728V* SN Talamh na Coitle Donegal 01/09/06
18625Q Scoil Cholmcille Donegal 01/09/06
18737E Scoil Bhride Donegal 01/09/05
19313C Glenswilly NS Donegal 03/07/07
19724A** Little Angels Special 

School
Donegal 01/09/07

19927O Scoil Mhuire Donegal 09/09/05
19967D Scoil Iosagain Donegal 01/09/07
19971R** Gaelscoil Adhamh-

nain
Donegal 01/09/05

20097G Gaelscoil Bhun 
Chranncha

Donegal 01/09/99

20144M Gaelscoil Chois 
Feabhaill

Donegal 01/09/03

20167B Gaelscoil Eirne Donegal 02/09/02
20235P** Letterkenny Educate 

Together
Donegal 01/09/06

62830R St. Eunan’s College Donegal 27/08/10
71140Q Crana College Donegal 01/09/07
76081F Coláiste Ailigh Donegal 01/11/07
76107U Gaelcholaiste Bhun 

Cranncha
Donegal 15/08/07

00752A Central Model Se-
nior Mixed NS

Dublin 01/09/07

01170G* Naul National 
School

Dublin 01/10/07

01795A Central Model In-
fants School

Dublin 20/07/06

06200O* St Mary’s BNS Dublin 01/12/07
07546J Our Lady of Lourdes 

NS
Dublin 01/09/06

11583O St. Andrew’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
12014D** St Andrew’s NS Dublin 16/04/07
14180H Holmpatrick NS Dublin 01/09/06
14463T St Columba’s NS Dublin 03/12/12
16333Q St. Patricks JNS Dublin 17/12/08
16461C** St Finian’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
16972E* SS Peter & Paul JNS Dublin 01/09/05
17055T** Scoil Naomh Mhuire Dublin 01/09/06
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17083B* Scoil Mhuire gan 
Smal

Dublin 01/09/07

17472M Hedgestown NS Dublin 30/08/11
17569E St Oliver Plunkett 

NS
Dublin 10/11/05

17691E Lusk NS Dublin 01/09/10
17912O St John Boscos SBS Dublin 01/03/01
17953F* Edmondstown NS Dublin 01/09/07
17961E** Lusk NS Dublin 01/09/06
17978V Naiscoil Ide Dublin 01/10/00
18046A** Scoil Bhríde BNS Dublin 01/09/01
18047C** Scoil Bhride GNS Dublin 31/08/06
18210K St Michaels House 

Special School
Dublin 10/09/07

18386B* Marist NS Dublin 01/10/07
18411U* St Marys NS Dublin 01/12/01
18412W* Scoil Phadraic C Dublin 03/09/07
18632N SN Eoin Bosco Dublin 01/09/06
18671A St Michaels House Dublin 01/09/07
18763F St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin 10/09/07

18778S St. Mochta’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
18815V Our Lady of Lourdes Dublin 01/09/06
18976W* St Colmcilles BNS Dublin 12/10/01
18977B St Colmcilles GNS Dublin 01/06/07
19001G Ballyboughal NS Dublin 01/09/12
19066L* Loreto Primary Dublin 29/08/07
19220S* Scoil Ide Dublin 01/08/07
19221U Scoil Aine Dublin 01/04/00
19259W St. Patricks GNS Dublin 01/09/07
19281P Mater Special 

School
Dublin 01/09/08

19390U St. Marks SNS Dublin 01/09/08
19435Q* St Francis Xavier 

JNS
Dublin 01/09/06

19462T** Scoil Maelruain 
Junior

Dublin 24 03/08/12

19470S St Francis Xavier 
SNR

Dublin 01/09/07

19472W* St Marks JNS Dublin 01/12/06
19509T/19510E Talbot SNS Dublin 01/09/11
19515O* St. Teresa’s NS Dublin 01/07/07
19535U St Cronan’s SNS Dublin 01/07/05
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19545A St Patricks JNS Dublin 09/01/06
19574H Divine Word NS Dublin 01/09/06
19594N St Pauls Youth En-

counter Project
Dublin 01/09/77

19605P Scoil Mhuire JNS Dublin 01/01/02
19624T** St Catherine’s NS Dublin 01/09/06
19625V Scoil Realt na Mara Dublin 01/10/07
19628E St. Fiachra’s Senior 

NS 
Dublin 01/09/07

19636D St Patricks SNS Dublin 01/09/07
19652B* Sacred Heart NS Dublin 10/12/07
19660A Rush NS Dublin 01/03/01
19662E St Michael’s Primary 

School
Dublin 21/12/08

19676P Scoil Aine Naofa Dublin 01/09/06
19757P** St Michaels Special 

NS
Dublin 01/09/06

19782O St Brigids JNS Dublin 01/09/06
19817H** Scoil Mhuire Dublin 01/09/06
19834H St Aidans NS Dublin 01/09/06
19877C* Holy Family SNS Dublin 01/02/00
19878E** Holy Rosary PS Dublin 01/09/05
19907I* Gaelscoil Mologa Dublin 01/09/07
19926M** Gaelscoil Cholaiste 

Mhuire
Dublin 21/12/01

19949B Muslim NS Dublin 01/08/08
19991A Ghaelscoil na 

Camoige
Dublin 01/07/06

20012S** Griffith Barracks 
Multi D School

Dublin 01/09/06

20021T Henrietta St School Dublin 25/09/98
20028K** Setanta Special 

School
Dublin 01/12/08

20043G Gaelscoil Chnoc 
liamhna

Dublin 01/09/06

20047O** Gaelscoil Bharra Dublin 01/06/97
20103V John Scottus NS Dublin 01/09/99
20139T** Inchicore NS Dublin 01/01/06
20152L** North Dublin Mus-

lim School
Dublin 01/01/02

20168D** Glasnevin Educate 
Together NS

Dublin 01/10/07

20190T** Holy Trinity NS Dublin 01/09/05
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20220C Gs Ui hEarcain Dublin 01/09/08
20304I** St. Francis of Assisi Dublin 13/08/08
20308Q** Belmayne ETNS Dublin 13/08/08
20334R** Gaelscoil Ros Eo Dublin 01/09/08
20348F** Hollywell ETNS Dublin 30/08/10
20372C ABA Facility (Sap-

lings)
Dublin 01/09/05

20375I  Abacus Dublin 01/09/06
20378O St Kevins (Abacus 

Unit) 
Dublin 01/09/05

20381D Red Door Learning 
Centre

Dublin 01/10/09

60092U** Clonkeen College Dublin 01/09/05
60343T St Josephs Sec 

School
Dublin 01/12/07

60370W St Fintan’s High 
School

Dublin 01/09/08

60450U Coláiste Mhuire Dublin 01/09/03
70010V** Balbriggan Commu-

nity College
Dublin 01/11/06

76062B Castleknock Com-
munity College

Dublin 01/12/06

76085N Gaelcholaiste 
Reachrann

Dublin 01/09/05

76129H** Ardgillan Commu-
nity College

Dublin 01/09/12

76130P** Luttrellstown Com-
munity College

Dublin 01/09/09

Tables ctd.

81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Dublin 01/02/08

03359N* Ballyroan Boys NS Dublin 01/09/06
19474D St Colmcille’s JNS Dublin 20/08/12
20401G Stepaside ET Dublin 01/06/12
03607G Leitrim NS Galway 01/05/08
04506F Oranmore BNS Galway 20/02/06
05754G** SN Chreachmhaoil Galway 16/01/04
07551C* Ballinderreen NS Galway 01/09/07
09833W Lettergesh NS Galway 01/11/01
10095T Scoil Naomh Treasa Galway 01/03/06
12954F Scoil Bhride Galway 01/09/07
13208V Convent Primary 

School
Galway 30/10/05
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13365O Scoil Mhuire Galway 01/09/06
15228O Corgary NS Galway 23/02/02
16293H Kilrickle NS Galway 29/11/01
16804G* SN Chlair na Gail-

limhe
Galway 01/01/07

17444H Scoil Seosaimh NS Galway 01/09/05
17613E Scoil Chaitriona 

Naofa
Galway 01/09/01

17655U SN Caladh na Muc Galway 01/09/12
17668G** Scoil na bhForbacha Galway 08/09/06
17759J** Scoil Bhride Galway 01/09/11
17782E Scoil Bhride Galway 01/11/05
18089S Scoil Mhuire an 

Gharran
Galway 01/01/02

18112K Scoil Eanna Galway 01/09/05
19567K St Anne’s School Galway 01/09/11
19803T* Scoil Sheamais 

Naofa
Galway 01/12/04

19965W Scoil Mhuire Galway 01/09/05
19994G GS Mhic Amhlaigh Galway 01/09/06
19996K* St Brendan’s NS Galway 01/12/06
19998O** GS De hIde Galway 01/09/98
20000L** Galway Educate 

Together
Galway 01/09/07

20042E Scoil an Chroi Naofa 
Ballinasloe

Galway 15/10/07

20061I** GS Iarfhlatha Galway 01/07/12
20070J Rosedale School Galway 01/09/01
20123E** Gaelscoil Riabhach Galway 01/07/04
20199O** Oughterard NS Galway 01/09/00
20211B** Claregalway ETNS Galway 01/09/05
20237T** Gaelscoil Riada Galway 01/09/06
20264W GS na bhFili Galway 03/09/07
20280U Newtown National 

School 
Galway 03/09/12

20326S Kilcolgan Educate 
Together

Galway 01/08/08

20328W St Teresa’s Sp 
School

Galway 01/09/10

20350P Merlin Woods Pri-
mary School

Galway 01/06/10

20371A Abalta School Galway 01/09/11
62870G** Presentation College Galway 02/08/05
62880J* St Joseph’s College Galway 01/09/07
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62960H St Joseph’s Patrician 
College

Galway 01/09/09

71330V** Colaiste na Coirbe Galway 01/09/05
03132I* Sliabh A’Mhadra NS Kerry 01/04/05
07841L Kilgobnet N S Kerry 16/04/07
08320L St Clare’s GNS Kerry 30/08/07
09708T Scoil Mhuire Kerry 01/09/05
13615L* Scoil Eoin Kerry 01/09/05
15592M Scoil Cheann Tra Kerry 31/08/06
16898S** SN Breandan Naofa Kerry 01/09/06
17231N Kilcummin NS Kerry 30/08/12
17915U Killahan NS Kerry 24/10/06
18247K CBS Tralee Kerry 01/09/07
19448C Scoil Realt na Mara Kerry 01/10/05
19487M Holy Cross Mercy 

NS
Kerry 01/09/07

19512I** St Oliver’s NS Kerry 01/09/06
19547E St Francis Spec 

School
Kerry 01/11/05

19986H Scoil Naomh Eoin 
Baiste

Kerry 01/08/06

20013U Gaelscoil Lios Tu-
athail 

Kerry 01/09/04

20158A Tralee ETNS Kerry 01/09/02
20229U** Nagle Rice National 

School 
Kerry 01/11/12

61410N** Presentation Second-
ary School

Kerry 01/07/10

08099P* St. Laurences N S Kildare 24/08/01
09414C St Laurence’s N S Kildare 01/09/05
12747A* Scoil na Mainistream 

De La Salle
Kildare 01/02/07

15040T Mercy Convent Pri-
mary School

Kildare 01/09/00

15599D* St. Brigid’s Primary 
School

Kildare 01/09/07

16706G** St Joseph B.N.S Kildare 01/09/06
16707I* St Peter’s BNS Kildare 01/09/03
16845U* St Mochuo’s N S Kildare 31/07/03
17254C St Corbans Kildare 01/11/06
17674B St Anne’s NS Kildare 01/09/07
17968S* Two Mile House NS Kildare 01/11/00
18288B** Scoil Mhichil Naofa Kildare 01/09/01
18449W St. Conleth’s NS Kildare 01/09/05
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18515J Scoil an Lenbh Iosa Kildare 30/08/07
18988G St. Raphael’s Special 

School 
Kildare 01/09/05

19675N** Scoil Bhride Kildare 01/09/05
19796C** Scoil Phadraig Kildare 01/09/06
20058T Gaelscoil Ui Fhiaich Kildare 01/09/04
20257C** St Patrick’s NS Kildare 19/03/11
00788V* Lisdowney NS Kilkenny 01/08/09
01300Q* St Michael’s NS Kilkenny 13/09/06
16875G* St Patricks NS Kilkenny 19/06/06
17093E* St Brendans NS Kilkenny 03/09/07
17108O* St Johns Junior NS Kilkenny 01/02/02
18660S* St Nicholas NS Kilkenny 10/08/05
19344N St Aidans NS Kilkenny 01/09/07
19626A St Canices Co-Ed 

NS
Kilkenny 01/10/06

19856R* Gaelscoil Osraí Kilkenny 01/09/05
20132F High Support Spe-

cial School
Kilkenny 01/03/07

20255V** Bunscoil McAuley 
Rice

Kilkenny 27/08/12

20380B Jonah Special School Kilkenny 01/09/07
01556F Scoil Bhride NS Laois 12/02/07
07183W* St Josephs GNS Laois 12/02/07
12231L Rushall NS Laois 01/11/00
13741Q* Rath NS Laois 01/09/07
14838N Maryboro NS Laois 01/09/04
15446B Gaelscoil Thromaire Laois 23/04/07
17064U** St Patrick’s NS Laois 27/11/00
17557U St Abbans NS Laois 01/11/07
18150S Scoil an Fraoich 

Mhoir
Laois 01/09/06

18547W Faolan Naofa NS Laois 01/09/06
18828H St Pauls Primary Laois 01/09/07
19747M** Scoil Bhride NS Laois 11/12/06
20224K Gaelscoil an tSli 

Dala
Laois 01/07/05

20347D** Portlaoise Educate 
Together NS

Laois 01/07/10

68068R** Colaiste Iosagáin Laois 21/08/12
16474L* St. Mary’s NS Leitrim 05/03/07
17233R* St Clare’s NS Leitrim 01/09/06
19423J* St. Patrick’s NS Leitrim 01/09/07
20212D** Gaelscoil Liatroma Leitrim 01/09/05
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20260O Gaelscoil Chluainin Leitrim 01/09/07
02007A Cronagh National 

School Rathleale
Limerick 01/08/07

06539H* Knockea NS Limerick 01/09/05
07857D Killinure NS Limerick 01/09/00
09296W Our Ladys Abbey 

NS
Limerick 21/01/08

11422N* Mahoonagh Limerick 15/08/06
16264A St Marys Boys Na-

tional School
Limerick 25/06/02

16443A* Scoil Phádraig Naofa 
Buachaillí

Limerick 01/09/07

16712B Scoil Naomh Iosaf Limerick 01/06/07
17937H Monaleen NS Limerick 20/02/07
18161A Castleconnell NS Limerick 19/11/07
18177P St Annes Primary Limerick 01/04/00
18426K* Scoil Ide Naofa Limerick 01/09/02
18653V St Josephs BNS Limerick 29/09/99
18692I* Catherine McAuley 

School. (SS)
Limerick 01/03/07

18991S John F. Kennedy 
Memorial School

Limerick 01/01/01

19336O St Pauls NS Limerick 01/09/02
19475F St Brigids NS Limerick 31/08/06
19956V Gaelscoil Sairseal Limerick 01/01/00
20148U** Gaelscoil Chaladh an 

Treoigh
Limerick 01/09/01

20175A** Limerick East Edu-
cate Together NS

Limerick 01/08/09

20181S** Gaelscoil an Raithin Limerick 01/09/03
76070A** Colaiste Iosaef Limerick 27/08/12
76101I Gaelscholaiste Lui-

mnigh
Limerick 01/09/10

00860D Forgney NS Longford 01/12/09
19429V** St. Christopher’s 

Special School
Longford 01/10/04

20083S** Gaelscoil Longfoirt Longford 01/09/05
20124G** St Marys NS Longford 01/09/06
20128O** St Matthews NS Longford 01/09/06
00851C Presentation Primary 

School
Louth 01/09/08

01553W Louth NS Louth 01/09/06
14069P Dun Dealgan NS Louth 01/11/06
14651U Castletown GNS Louth 01/03/08
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15259C* St Malachys Girls 
Sch

Louth 01/03/06

16208N Termonfeckin Mixed 
NS

Louth 01/09/06

17059E* Iosaif na mBraithre Louth 01/09/07
17195M** CBS Primary 

Dundalk
Louth 01/09/06

17865I St Mary’s BNS Louth 24/08/08
17949D SN Padraig Naofa Louth 01/10/07
18098T* Scoil N Bhride C Louth 01/09/06
18101F Rampark NS Louth 01/09/08
18148I* Scoil Bhride Lann 

Leire
Louth 01/09/07

18504E* St Malachys Boys Louth 24/09/07
18635T St Buite’s NS Louth 01/01/06
19215C SN Ard Mhuire Louth 19/10/05
19223B* SN Padraig Naofa Louth 01/09/07
19479N Rathmullen NS Louth 21/02/02
19673J** St Josephs NS Louth 01/09/07
19678T St Pauls Senior NS Louth 01/11/07
20171P** Ardee Educate To-

gether NS 
Louth 01/09/02

20259G** St Francis NS Louth 01/09/07
20339E Realt na Mara 

School
Louth 01/09/09

20374G ABA Facility Louth 01/09/04
63890R** St. Mary’s College Louth 01/08/12
63900R* St Vincents Second-

ary School
Louth 01/09/07

71770D O’Fiaich College Louth 01/01/10
91441T** Ardee Community 

College
Louth 01/09/11

17856H* Scoil Naomh Mhuire Louth 01/09/07
63891T De La Salle College Louth 01/07/12
71780G** Scoil Uí Mhuirí Louth 31/08/12
04796R Brackloon NS Mayo 01/09/01
07054L* Scoil Naomh Bríd Mayo 01/09/03
11725I* Behymore NS Mayo 01/04/00
13659I Bekan NS Mayo 26/08/08
13667H St. Josephs NS Mayo 01/09/09
13758K Templemary NS Mayo 01/07/05
13945J Eskeragh NS Mayo 01/09/07
14400S* Richmond NS Mayo 01/09/05
15539I St Johns NS Mayo 01/09/07
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81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Dublin 01/02/08

16170O Cloghans NS Mayo 01/09/00
16173U Kinaffe Ns Mayo 03/12/07
16904K* Lankill NS Mayo 01/09/07
16911H Lahardane NS Mayo 01/05/08
17209U* Caoneal NS Mayo 03/09/07
18070U* Muire Gan Smal Mayo 01/09/07
18145C St Tiernans NS Mayo 01/02/08
19375B** St Brid’s Spec NS Mayo 18/12/06
19402B* Ballyvary Central 

NS
Mayo 24/09/07

19451O Holy Family NS Mayo 11/09/06
19972T Gaelscoil Uileog De 

Búrca
Mayo 01/06/97

20084U Scoil na gCeithre 
Maol

Mayo 01/09/09

20230F Scoil Phadraig Mayo 01/09/06
64570E** Our Lady’s Sec 

School
Mayo 09/01/06

64690O Scoil Mhuire & 
Padraig

Mayo 01/09/09

00883P* St Annes Meath 01/03/04
01309L* St Patricks NS Meath 01/09/00
02905J SN Naomh Padraig Meath 01/09/08
04210H* St Josephs NS 

(Kilmessan Mxd NS)
Meath 01/09/07

05630L St Michaels NS Trim Meath 01/09/07
11039O* Kilbeg NS Meath 01/09/00
15104T* Scoil Bhride Meath 01/02/00
16100Q St Josephs Mercy P.S Meath 01/07/06
17520U* Robinstown NS Meath 01/09/06
17623H** O’Growney NS Meath 01/09/05
17705J** Whitecross Primary 

School
Meath 01/09/05

17839H** Duleek BNS Meath 01/09/06
17840P** Scoil Bhainin Naofa/

Duleek GNS
Meath 01/09/07

18106P Lismullen NS Meath 01/09/06
18448U* Rathbeggan NS Meath 01/09/07
18762D** Realt na Mara BNS Meath 01/11/99
18767N** Realt na Mara GNS Meath 01/09/07
19560T** Saint Marys Special 

School
Meath 01/05/06

19768U St Marys NS Meath 01/09/06
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81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Dublin 01/02/08

20032B Dunboyne Junior 
School

Meath 01/09/06

20033D Dunboyne Senior 
Primary School

Meath 01/09/06

20051F Gaelscoil na Boinne Meath 01/04/06
20082Q Gaelscoil Thulach na 

nOg
Meath 01/09/06

20164S** Navan Educate To-
gether NS

Meath 01/09/08

20179I** St. Stephen’s Na-
tional School 

Meath 01/08/12

20191V St Peters National 
School, Church Of 
Ireland

Meath 01/09/04

20200T Ratoath Senior NS Meath 01/09/07
20352T Ard Ri Community 

NS
Meath 01/09/10

20379Q Stepping Stones 
Special School

Meath 01/09/10

20382F** Gaelscoil na Mí Meath 01/07/11
71960I** Dunshaughlin Com-

munity College
Meath 01/08/12

91508C Boyne Community 
School

Meath 07/01/08

20396Q Ashbourne Educate 
Together NS 

Meath 

72010I Beaufort College Meath 01/08/12
15142E Donaghmoyne NS Monaghan 01/09/07
16769H* Latnamard NS Monaghan 01/09/07
16923O* SN iorball Sionnaigh Monaghan 01/09/05
17099Q St. Josephs NS Monaghan 01/04/08
17686I* Scoil Mhuire BNS Monaghan 03/09/07
19936P Gaelscoil Ultain Monaghan 28/08/06
20055N GS Eois Monaghan 01/12/97
20327U Gaelscoil Lorgan Monaghan 18/07/08
72170H Ballybay Commu-

nity School
Monaghan 01/09/08

07949I* Oxmantown NS Offaly 01/09/07
17827A** St Patrick’s NS Offaly 01/09/06
18057F Scoil Mhuire NS Offaly 01/09/08
18364O Scoil Muire Banrion Offaly 10/08/07
18406E St Francis BNS Offaly 01/09/04
18797W SN Naomh Iosef Offaly 01/07/07
20099K Offaly School of 

Special Education
Offaly 23/05/06
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81002K Mount Temple Com-
prehensive School

Dublin 01/02/08

20267F** Scoil Bhride PS Offaly 19/10/07
20332N** Gaelscoil Eadan 

Doire
Offaly 01/09/08

65582Q St. Mary’s Second-
ary School

Offaly 01/09/09

65620V Sacred Heart School Offaly 01/09/07

72540O** Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly 27/08/12

14356S* Lisaniskey NS Roscommon 01/11/06
16816N Attyrory NS Roscommon 01/09/09
17266J St. Mary’s NS Roscommon 01/09/02
18395C Cloonakilla NS Roscommon 01/09/10
19789F St. Michaels School Roscommon 01/07/10
20126K GS De hIde Roscommon 01/09/04
04487E* Achonry NS Sligo 01/09/12
14636B Scoil Naomh Eanna Sligo 01/09/99
18053U Sooey NS Sligo 01/01/08
18298E Culfadda NS Sligo 01/06/08
18334F* Knockminna Sligo 01/09/07
18575E* Scoil Naomh Mo-

laise
Sligo 01/09/05

18979F* Scoil Ursula Sligo 01/09/07
20044I Gaelscoil Chnoc Na 

Re
Sligo 01/07/04

00590A Borrisoleigh BNS Tipperary 04/10/06
01594N* Scoil Eoin Naofa Tipperary 01/09/07
09190G* Boher NS Tipperary 01/08/07
10120P** Our Lady of Mercy 

NS
Tipperary 01/09/07

12540B Clonmore NS Tipperary 01/09/08
16077B* Ardfinnan NS Tipperary 01/09/07
16211C* Scoil Mochaomhog 

Naofa
Tipperary 01/09/07

16276H Carrig NS Tipperary 01/09/06
17779P Powerstown NS Tipperary 21/09/01
18062V* Grange NS Tipperary 01/12/06
18345K Scoil Iosef Naofa Tipperary 01/09/05
18716T Cahir BNS Tipperary 01/03/00
19230V Scoil Chormaic Tipperary 01/05/06
19615S Scoil Aonghusa Tipperary 02/06/06
20085W GS Charraig Na 

Siuire
Tipperary 01/09/98

72400V** Comeragh College Tipperary 01/08/07
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72540O** Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly 27/08/12

14686 Jonah Project ABA 
school

Waterford 01/09/07

01395H* Aglish National 
School

Waterford 20/08/07

17159I* Garranbane NS Waterford 01/11/06
17525H* Light of Christ 

School
Waterford 01/09/06

18094L* Scoil Mhuire Waterford 13/08/06
18235D* St Marys BNS Waterford 01/12/06
19108B** St Martins Special 

School
Waterford 01/09/06

19885B Gaelscoil Philib 
Barun

Waterford 10/01/05

20050D** Gaelscoil na nDeise Waterford 01/07/08
20143K* Waterpark National 

School
Waterford 01/09/07

20160K** Waterford Educate 
Together NS

Waterford 01/01/05

20170N Bunscoil Chill Mhic 
Thomaisin

Waterford 24/03/04

64922J Stella Maris Sec 
School

Waterford 01/09/10

64923L CBS Secondary 
School

Waterford 01/09/10

68078U Gaelcholáiste Phort 
Láirge

Waterford 01/08/07

91509E Blackwater Commu-
nity School

Waterford 27/08/08

05916G* St Annes Ns Tyrrell-
spass

Westmeath 01/09/07

17025K The Downs NS Westmeath 01/09/07
17102C Cluain Buinne Westmeath 05/09/05
17327D** Curraghmore NS Westmeath 27/02/01
18505G St Clares NS Westmeath 01/09/01
18640M** St Josephs NS Westmeath 01/09/06
19848S** St Etchens NS Westmeath 01/07/08
20063M* Scoil an Chlochair Westmeath 11/12/06
20073P St Marys NS Westmeath 06/10/07
20238V GS an Choillin Westmeath 01/09/06
20373E ABA School (Sap-

lings)
Westmeath 01/07/12

03633H Our Lady of Lourdes 
NS

Wexford 01/09/99

05070W* Scoil Chroi Ro 
Naofa

Wexford 27/08/07
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72540O** Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly 27/08/12

08221J St Senans Primary Wexford 21/08/01
11986N* Mercy National 

School
Wexford 19/11/07

16409A* St Marys NS Wexford 01/09/07
16605A* Kilrane NS Wexford 17/08/07
16828U* Oylegate NS Wexford 01/09/06
17450C Poulfour NS Wexford 19/08/11
17610V Scoil Baile Fada Wexford 01/09/08
17768K* Castletown NS Wexford 01/10/04
17800D* Bree NS Wexford 01/09/05
17841R* Scoil Mhuire Wexford 01/11/06
17913Q Our Lady of Fatima 

NS
Wexford 01/09/07

18280I St Josephs Boys 
Primary

Wexford 17/06/05

18336J Boolavogue NS Wexford 01/10/07
18558E* Piercestown NS Wexford 01/09/03
19240B** St. Patrick’s Special 

School
Wexford 01/07/06

19739N* Scoil Mhuire Wexford 01/09/03
20003R St Aidans Primary Wexford 08/10/05
20057R** GS Inis Córthaidh Wexford 01/09/05
20333P Wexford ETNS Wexford 28/10/10
63640R** CBS Wexford Wexford 01/10/07
68080H Meanscoil Gharman Wexford 01/01/08
01782O* SN Padraig Wicklow 01/09/07
11372B* Scoil Mhuire Realt 

Na Mara
Wicklow 01/09/06

12529N St Saviour’s NS Wicklow 31/10/07
13932A St Michaels GNS Wicklow 03/11/08
14398L* Glebe NS Wicklow 01/09/04
16573N* St Brigid’s NS Wicklow 01/09/06
16874E St Joseph’s GNS Wicklow 01/07/03
17181B St Joseph’s NS Wicklow 01/09/98
17826V* Na Coroine Mhuire 

Mixed
Wicklow 01/08/06

18365Q* Kilmacanogue NS Wicklow 01/09/07
18502A Talbotstown NS Wicklow 01/01/09
18962L St Ernan’s BNS Wicklow 01/09/06
19522L** St Catherine’s Spec 

School
Wicklow 01/12/01

19573F St Laurence’s NS Wicklow 01/10/09
19734D* St Francis’s NS Wicklow 01/08/06
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72540O** Oaklands Commu-
nity College

Offaly 27/08/12

20045K** Gaelscoil Chill 
Mhantain

Wicklow 01/09/05

20080M** GS An Inbhir Mhoir Wicklow 01/09/98
20178G** Wicklow ETNS Wicklow 01/09/05
20242M Blessington ETNS Wicklow 01/01/09
20243O GS Na Lochanna Wicklow 01/07/10
70740M** Arklow Community 

College
Wicklow 01/09/07

70790E Colaiste Bhride Wicklow 01/11/07
76106S Gaelcholaiste na 

Mara
Wicklow 01/09/07

17265H Rathdrum Boys NS Wicklow 01/05/06
20346B** Kilcoole Primary 

School 
Wicklow 01/09/12

*Included in Prefab Replacement Programme.

**Included in 5 Year Programme

School Staffing

13/03/2013WRJJ0110081. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the additional 
430 resource teachers that were held back to be sanctioned, are now being allocated and to what 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13343/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
primary and post primary schools for special educational needs supports, including Resource 
Teaching support for children with more complex special needs. The NCSE operates within my 
Department’s criteria in allocating such supports.

The NCSE allocated the majority of its Resource Teaching supports to schools for the 
2012/13 school year, prior to the beginning of the school year.  Schools were then asked to for-
ward any outstanding applications for Resource Teaching support to the NCSE by 5th October, 
2012.

The NCSE subsequently provided a second round of Resource Teaching allocations to 
qualifying schools in November 2012. This second round of allocations allocated 430 addi-
tional posts to schools, with only a very small number of posts being retained for emergencies 
throughout the school year. Details of all of the resource teaching allocations which have been 
made by the NCSE are now available on their website at www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE have now asked all schools to forward applications for Resource teaching Sup-
port for the 2013/14 school year to the NCSE by 15th March, 2013.

State Examinations Issues
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13/03/2013WRJJ0130082. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason, 
in the case of the Superintending of State Examinations, applicants for these posts, having to 
do with the care of children and other vulnerable young persons, are not being allowed to go 
through the direct Garda vetting system in order to conform to the Childrens Act 2012, but in-
stead are being compelled to register, at quite a cost to themselves, with the Teaching Council 
of Ireland; his views on whether this requirement, called Condition 4 in the application form for 
Superintendents, is found to be costly and oppressive and discriminates against retired teachers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13370/13]

13/03/2013WRJJ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions including determining procedures in places where examinations are conducted including 
the supervision of examinations.

Retired teachers may apply for the position of superintendent and be appointed in accor-
dance with the terms of the Employment Equality Act, 1998, which prohibits discrimination 
in employment on a number of grounds, including age.  For the 2012 examinations the SEC 
appointed a total of 4786 superintendents of whom 1311 were retired teachers. To be eligible 
for appointment applicants must satisfy all of the terms and conditions for appointment set out 
by the SEC. For the 2013 examinations, this also includes a requirement to be registered on the 
Register of Teachers maintained by the Teaching Council of Ireland.

The cost of a person registering a new application with Teaching Council is €95 and for 
persons renewing their registration the cost is €65.

The requirement to be a registered teacher with the Teaching Council arises from the recent 
passing of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 which was 
signed into law on the 26th December 2012.  The Act obliges employers to only employ people 
who have been vetted by the National Vetting Bureau of An Garda Síochaná to work with 
children and young people.  Under the terms of Part 3, Section 12.4 of the Act, this obligation 
is regarded as being satisfied in the case of the State certificate examinations if the person so 
employed is a registered teacher.  In order for SEC to be in a position to complete the appoint-
ment and assignment of superintendents nationwide in advance of the commencement of the 
written examinations in June the SEC requires that it receives confirmation of registration with 
the Teaching Council by the end of March 2013.

Applicants for superintending at the 2013 examinations could apply without being regis-
tered and have until the 31st March 2013 to complete the registration process. Applicants not 
on the Register of Teachers as at 31st March 2013 will not be deemed suitable for appointment 
as superintendent at the 2013 examinations.

The requirement to register has been introduced so that the SEC, as an employer of persons 
working with children and young people at the certificate examinations, can comply with its 
legislative obligations.

13/03/2013WRK00150Appointments to State Boards

13/03/2013WRK0020083. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he 
will fill the five vacancies on the board of the State Examination Commission; the number of 
persons who expressed an interest to be appointed to the board; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13383/13]

13/03/2013WRK00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are currently no vacan-
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cies on the board of the State Examinations Commission.  No vacancies are due to arise until 
the 4/4/2015

13/03/2013WRK00350Appointments to State Boards

13/03/2013WRK0040084. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will 
fill the nine vacancies on the board of the Higher Education Authority; the number of persons 
who expressed an interest to be appointed to the board; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13384/13]

13/03/2013WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): In accordance with the re-
quirements of the Higher Education Authority Act 1971, members of the Authority are ap-
pointed by the Government on the recommendation of the Minister for Education and Skills, 
following consultation with the Chairman of the Authority.  There are no current vacancies on 
the Board.

A number of vacancies arose on the Authority at the end of January 2012, and, in accordance 
with Government policy, expressions of interest were sought through the Public Appointments 
Service (PAS) from suitably qualified and experienced persons for consideration for appoint-
ment to the Authority. A total of 81 persons registered an interest in serving as a member of the 
board through this process. Two of the nine positions filled on the Authority came through the 
PAS.

Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 68.

13/03/2013WRK00650Minor Works Scheme Suspension

13/03/2013WRK0070086. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
bring back the minor works scheme for schools which were a vital part of the on going mainte-
nance of these schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13397/13]

13/03/2013WRK00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): When the Minor Works Grant 
last issued in November 2011 for the school year 2011/2012, I stated that given the need to fo-
cus on meeting the demand for additional school places, it was unlikely that funding would be 
available for the Minor Works Grant in the coming years. This is borne out by the fact that in 
2012, 85% of the capital expenditure in the school sector was in respect of large scale projects, 
additional accommodation and prefab replacement. The balance was expended on site acqui-
sition, emergency works, furniture and equipment provision and commitments arising from 
earlier years.

The capital allocation that is available for the school sector in 2013 will likewise be ex-
pended primarily on the provision of additional permanent school places by means of large 
scale projects, the additional accommodation scheme and prefab replacement.  Site acquisition, 
emergency works and furniture and equipment approvals will account for the balance of this 
year’s allocation.

13/03/2013WRK00850School Equipment

13/03/2013WRK0090087. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has or intends 
to commission any reports on the use of Ipads uploaded with school text books in secondary 
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schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13417/13]

13/03/2013WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Encouraging the deployment 
of high-quality curriculum-relevant digital resources is a clear priority for the ICT in Schools 
programme. In this context, I am fully aware of developments in the digital textbook publishing 
industry and I believe that the digital format has the potential to add significant value to teach-
ing and learning for the future.   I believe it is important for schools, in conjunction with parents, 
to retain local autonomy in deciding whether to recommend their pupils purchase e-books and 
how best to manage their integration into classroom practice over the medium and long terms.  
In making this decision each school should consider all the available information and in this 
regard the Professional Development Service for Teachers – which now incorporates the ICT in 
Schools function is available to advise schools.

Work has commenced on the development of a new ICT Strategy for schools. The first step 
in this process is the completion of an ICT Infrastructure census in schools.  The census ques-
tionnaire will be disseminated to post primary schools next week and to primary schools in the 
coming weeks. The new ICT Strategy will address the new policy challenges and opportuni-
ties arising from major developments in curricular reform, digital publishing, digital content 
dissemination tools generally, cloud services, portable computing and student devices and the 
deployment of high speed broadband at post-primary level.

13/03/2013WRK01050Pupil-Teacher Ratio

13/03/2013WRK0110088. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that the pupil teacher ratio at a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny is maintained in 
view of the rural nature of the school and the serious difficulty the loss of a teacher would cause; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13428/13]

13/03/2013WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Government has pro-
tected front-line services in schools to the greatest extent possible in the recent budget and there 
will be no reduction in teacher numbers in primary schools for the 2013/14 school year as a 
result of the budget.  The DEIS scheme for disadvantaged schools is also fully protected with 
no overall changes to staffing levels or funding as a result of the budget. The criteria used for 
the allocation of teachers to schools is published annually on my Department’s website. The 
staffing arrangements for the 2013/14 school year (Circular 0013/2013) have recently been 
published. The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual 
school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 
previous 30 September.

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. Details of the criteria for appeal are 
contained in the staffing schedule, Circular 0007/2012.  The allocation process at individual 
school level is currently underway.  The final staffing position for all schools will ultimately not 
be known until the Autumn.  At that stage the allocation process will be fully completed and all 
appeals to the Staffing Appeals Board will have been considered.

13/03/2013WRK01250National Monuments

13/03/2013WRK0130089. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he or his Department is aware of the number and location of historical or 
heritage sites which are open to the public or are likely to become open to the public; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [13365/13]

13/03/2013WRK01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): There are a total of almost 1,000 individual National Monuments in State care at ap-
proximately 768 locations around the country.   These are managed and maintained by the Of-
fice of Public Works (OPW) and include both sites which are in full State ownership and others 
which are privately-owned but where Guardianship arrangements exist and where the OPW 
provides maintenance services. A small number of sites included in the list have National Mon-
uments which are State owned and others which are privately held at the same location.   A full 
list of the National Monuments in State care has been sent to the Deputy under separate cover.

As a general policy, OPW facilitates visitor access to as many National Monument sites as 
possible.   However, access is not always feasible because of a range of issues including physi-
cal location, risks associated with dangerous structures and restrictions imposed in some cases 
by landowners who may wish to limit access, either temporarily or more longer term, by reason 
of accident risk, livestock etc.  OPW would estimate that approximately 10% of the National 
Monument sites in its care are not accessible at any given time.

As part of its remit, the OPW also provides enhanced visitor access, together with Guide 
facilities in some cases, at 70 of the more prominent visitor locations nationally.   These include 
many of the most iconic heritage sites in the country such as Kilmainham Gaol, the Rock of 
Cashel, Newgrange etc as well as a number of smaller, less well known properties.  Year-round 
access with full Guide services is provided at 24 of these locations and a further 7 are accessible 
unguided.  The remainder are open with Guide services on a seasonal basis on varying dates and 
for different lengths of seasons generally between March and October.  Details of these sites 
and their opening arrangements are available on www.heritageireland.ie

There are no plans at present to extend the number of sites presented with a full or partial 
OPW Guide service.  However, commencing in 2012, the OPW engaged with local communi-
ties in many parts of the country and sought proposals from a number of local Groups interested 
in facilitating public access at a number of heritage locations and times not currently provided 
for.   This scheme will be repeated in 2013.

13/03/2013WRK01450State Bodies Abolition

13/03/2013WRK0150090. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the State 
agencies that have been closed or merged during this term of Government; the savings, if any, 
that have resulted from the changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13188/13]

13/03/2013WRK01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I refer the 
Deputy to my answer to Deputy Brendan Griffin (PQ Ref No: 364) on Tuesday, 5th February, 
2013.

13/03/2013WRL00150Lease Agreements

13/03/2013WRL0020091. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his attention has been drawn to the terms of a lease held at public expense on a premises associ-
ated very closely with the 1916 Rising, Carrisbrook House, Ballsbridge; his views on whether 
there is any possible link between the deal obtained by the developers of this property from 
ANCO and the Department of Industry and Commerce in 1969 and the activities of an organi-
sation, Taca; if he will publish a schedule of all leases entered into by public bodies, statutory 
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agencies and the like between 1963 and 1973, where such leases remain in force today; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13230/13]

13/03/2013WRL00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Minister 
for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation has policy responsibility for matters relating to Carrisbrook 
House, Anco and the Department of Industry and Commerce and relevant questions should be 
put to him in the first instance.

Questions in relation to leases entered into by public bodies, statutory agencies and the like 
between 1963 and 1973 where such leases remain in force today should be put to the relevant 
Minister/public body/statutory agency who has policy responsibility in the first instance.

In relation to leases entered into between 1963 and 1973 where such leases remain in force 
today under the aegis of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform I have asked OPW 
to compile a list of the relevant leases and forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

13/03/2013WRL00350National Lottery Funding Disbursement

13/03/2013WRL0040092. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider including the words natural environment on the list of purposes to which national 
lottery funds could apply in the National Lottery Bill 2012; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13390/13]

13/03/2013WRL00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The catego-
ries for the disbursement of National Lottery funds provided for in section 41 of the National 
Lottery Bill 2012 include national culture and heritage (including the Irish language) and youth, 
welfare and amenities.  These two categories are quite wide and would not prohibit the funding 
of community projects which have an environmental dimension.  Consequently, I am of the 
view that a specific category called the National Environment is not required.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a new category would inevitably lead to demands for the in-
clusion of other specific categories, thus leading to greater demands on the amount of funding 
available and the dilution of the effectiveness of those funds.  Accordingly, I do not propose to 
alter the categories of good causes specified in the Bill.

13/03/2013WRL00550Lease Agreements

13/03/2013WRL0060093. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding a State agency (details supplied) that has paid almost €5 million in rent on 
a vacant property in the past five years, a building that it is unable to sublet to others; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13398/13]

13/03/2013WRL00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Carrisbrook 
House was acquired by AnCO in 1969 on a 65 year full-repairing lease, commencing on 1st Au-
gust 1969 and expiring on 31st July 2034.  There is no provision for lease breaks on the property 
and the rent is due for review every seven years.  The Industrial Development Authority ac-
quired the lease from AnCo on 20th October 1976.  On 1st January 1994, the leasehold interest 
transferred to Forfás.  The Industrial Development Authority occupied Carrisbrook House from 
1976 until 1985, when the agency relocated to Wilton Park House.  I understand that the Youth 
Employment Agency occupied three floors of Carrisbrook House between 1986 and 1989.

Since 1985, the available offices were sub-let to a number of tenants outside the public sec-
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tor on a continuous basis until early 2008 when a major tenant exercised its break clause in its 
sublease and vacated the building.  The Israeli Embassy is currently the only occupant of the 
premises, on a sub-lease which expires in 2025.  The total rent per annum paid by Forfas in re-
spect of the vacant space in Carrisbrook House since 2008 has been as follows: 2008, €0.743m; 
2009, €0.990m: 2010, €0.990m; 2011, 0.990m; 2012, €0.990m.

In addition, annual rates and service charges are applicable on the building.  Forfás has been 
actively seeking to market the vacant space in Carrisbrook House since 2008.  The Office of 
Public Works and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform have also been advised, 
through my Department and Forfás, of the availability of vacant space in the building.  The IDA 
has also been asked to bring the availability of the accommodation to the attention of prospec-
tive clients.  In current market conditions, and despite a number of engagements with potential 
tenants by Forfas, a letting has not been secured.

13/03/2013WRL00750Job Initiatives

13/03/2013WRL0080094. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the sup-
port and assistance available to unemployed persons who are considering setting up a business; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13183/13]

13/03/2013WRL00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Anyone inter-
ested in starting their own business should in the first instance contact their local County and 
City Enterprise Board (CEB).  The CEBs support the indigenous micro-enterprise sector in the 
start-up and expansion phases and stimulate enterprise potential at local level.  The CEBs are the 
first port of call in terms of advice, direction, training and grant support for anyone who wishes 
to start a business.  The CEBs will deal with queries from all potential clients (including those 
who have taken redundancy, whether in the public sector or not). Contact details for the CEBs 
are available on www.enterpriseboards.ie.  They offer a range supports including both financial 
assistance and non-financial assistance.  The forms of financial assistance, which are available 
subject to certain criteria and conditions, are Priming Grants, Business Expansion Grants and 
Feasibility/Innovation Grants.  The provision of non-financial assistance can take the form of 
a wide range of business advice and information services, management capability training and 
development programmes, e-Commerce training initiatives etc.  Training courses include such 
topics as start-your-own-business, taxation for beginners, internet marketing, idea’s generation 
and negotiation skills.

As part of the overall Government approach to unemployment, the Department of Social 
Protection (DSP) operates a range of employment support measures designed to encourage and 
support social welfare recipients of working age to reduce their dependency on welfare pay-
ments by taking up self-employment opportunities.  These include the back to work enterprise 
allowance scheme (BTWEA), short term enterprise allowance scheme (STEA), employer job 
(PRSI) incentive scheme and JobBridge - the national internship scheme.  The STEA is pay-
able to a person who qualifies for jobseekers’ benefit and who wishes to commence in self-
employment.  Further information on specific entitlements can be obtained by contacting your 
local Social Protection Office.

In addition, Microfinance Ireland is providing support in the form of loans of up to €25,000 
available to start-up, newly established or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 
people with viable business propositions that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied 
by the banks.  The Fund has a significant entrepreneurship focus and is open to anyone with a 
viable business proposal.  Applications for the new Microfinance Fund should be channelled 
through the local CEB.  Contact details for the CEBs are available on www.enterpriseboards.ie.
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A guide entitled “Financial Support for Irish Business” has been published on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.djei.ie under “latest publications” and includes information on sup-
ports, other than those available from the Enterprise Development Agencies, such as “Revenue 
Job Assist” and “Back to Work Enterprise Allowance”.  A particularly important action in this 
year’s Action Plan for Jobs 2013 is the launch of the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) which 
will see the merger of the CEBs with the Business Support and Enterprise Development func-
tions of the Local Authorities.  The APJ recognises that the indigenous micro-enterprise and 
small business sector is central to economic recovery, job creation and the future prosperity of 
the Irish economy.  This merger will ensure that the national enterprise support model for these 
sectors is a premium model delivering high quality.

13/03/2013WRL00950IDA Portfolio

13/03/2013WRL0100095. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the posi-
tion regarding the development of an Industrial Development Agency park (details supplied); 
and the amount of money that has been spent on this development to date. [13238/13]

13/03/2013WRL01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The manage-
ment of IDA’s property portfolio, including the purchase of land and the development of busi-
ness parks is a day to day operational matter for the Agency and not one in which I have a func-
tion.  I have been informed by IDA that in 2008 the Agency acquired in the region of 11 hectares 
(28 acres) of industrial zoned land on the Sligo Road, Ballina, Co. Mayo for the development 
of a Business and Technology Park.  Full planning permission has been obtained for this land.

In 2010 the Agency carried out limited site treatment works at the IDA Park in Ballina.  
These works involved some limited boundary fencing, cultivation, planting and general low 
level landscaping focusing on the site boundaries.  The works also included the demolition and 
environmental disposal of materials relating to a former derelict house on the subject lands. The 
total expenditure associated with same was approximately €60,000 excluding VAT.  Capital 
works for a new park entrance, access roads and associated services were also planned but due 
to budgetary constraints these works have not yet taken place.

The Agency has assured me that it continually promotes and markets the Park in Ballina to 
overseas clients wishing to invest in Co. Mayo and would consider reviewing its capital budget 
expenditure programme for this land if a suitable client expressed interest in investing in the 
area.

13/03/2013WRL01150Enterprise Support Services Provision

13/03/2013WRL0120096. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will support the Springboard innovation academy business hub (details supplied). [13430/13]

13/03/2013WRL01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I thank the 
Deputy for bringing this business idea to my attention.  My Department has already had contact 
with the Deputy’s correspondent.

Enterprise Ireland has a broad system of financial and non-financial supports in place to as-
sist clients through all stages of the business development cycle.  My Department has provided 
the Deputy’s correspondent in this matter with the contact details of the relevant Development 
Adviser in Enterprise Ireland who is available to discuss his proposal with him and who can 
provide him with details of the supports available from Enterprise Ireland to entrepreneurs and 
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early stage companies that have an innovative product, service or technology, and have the 
potential to achieve exports sales and create employment.  These supports include: Pre Invest-
ment Supports for High Potential Start-Ups (HPSUs); New Frontiers Entrepreneur Develop-
ment Programme.  National incubation programme that offers successful applicants a package 
of supports to help accelerate their business development and to equip them with the skills to 
successfully start and grow a company.  HPSU Feasibility Grant. Used to investigate the vi-
ability and potential of an innovative/high potential start-up and the development of an Investor 
Ready Business Plan.  Innovative HPSU Fund (Equity). The Innovative HPSU Fund allows 
Enterprise Ireland to offer equity investment to HPSU clients, on a co-funded basis to support 
the implementation of company business plans.  First time and follow-on equity investments in 
HPSUs are supported under this offer.  Mentor Grant. Used to support the cost of a Mentor As-
signment.  Enterprise Ireland can match an entrepreneur with an experienced business mentor 
to assist the start-up phase or advise on specific areas of a company development plan.  Innova-
tion Voucher.  Innovation Vouchers, worth €5,000, are available to assist a company to work 
with a registered college or knowledge provider to explore a business opportunity or technical 
problem.  Internet Growth Acceleration Programme (iGAP).  A 6 month intensive management 
development programme aimed exclusively at high potential internet/games companies.

In addition, Dublin City Enterprise Board (DCEB) can provide support for micro-enterprise 
in the start-up and expansion phases in order to promote and develop indigenous micro-en-
terprise potential and to stimulate economic activity at local level.  This support can be either 
financial and/or non-financial in the form of Priming Grants, Business Expansion/Development 
Grants, Feasibility/Innovation Grants as well as a wide range of business advisory services such 
as Business Management, Mentoring, E-commerce, Enterprise Education and Women in Busi-
ness networks.  Anyone interested in exploring the supports available from DCEB can contact 
the Board at www.dceb.ie.

13/03/2013WRL01350Social Welfare Benefits Numbers

13/03/2013WRL0140097. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons availing of health and safety benefit in 2012. [13332/13]

13/03/2013WRL0150098. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons availing of maternity benefit in 2012. [13333/13]

13/03/2013WRL01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
97 and 98 together.

The total number of recipients of Maternity and Health and Safety Benefit at the 31st of 
December 2012 was 22,850 and 60 respectively.

Maternity and Health and Safety Benefit Claims activity 2012 and Recipient numbers 
31 December 2012

 - Registered2012 Awarded2012 Recipients at 
31/12/2012

Maternity Benefit 47,526 45,129 22,850
Health and Safety 
Benefit

283 226 60
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13/03/2013WRM00200Rent Supplement Scheme Application Numbers

13/03/2013WRM0030099. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
currently in receipt of rent allowance in County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [13435/13]

13/03/2013WRM00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The purpose of the rent supple-
ment scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accom-
modation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not 
have accommodation available to them from any other source.  There are currently over 87,000 
recipients for which the Government has provided over €403 million in 2013.  There are cur-
rently 2,493 recipients of rent supplement in County Louth. 

13/03/2013WRM00500Foster Care Expenditure

13/03/2013WRM00600100. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the fos-
tering care allowance should be excluded as income by lending institutions when calculating 
mortgage repayments (details supplied); her views on whether including such an allowance in 
mortgage repayments calculations is to put the welfare of fostered children in jeopardy; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [13185/13]

13/03/2013WRM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Foster’s Care Allowance is ad-
ministered by the Health Service Executive and not by the Department of Social Protection. 
Calculating of the inclusion of or the exclusion of Foster Care Allowance is a matter for the 
HSE who administer the scheme.

13/03/2013WRM00800Social Welfare Code Issues

13/03/2013WRM00900101. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social Protection the rules regarding ha-
bitual residence and to whom those rules apply; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[13189/13]

13/03/2013WRM01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The requirement to be habitu-
ally resident in Ireland was introduced as a qualifying condition for certain social assistance 
schemes and child benefit with effect from 1 May 2004.  This qualifying condition is applied to 
all applicants, regardless of their nationality.  The effect of the condition is that a person whose 
habitual residence is elsewhere would not normally be entitled to social welfare assistance 
or child benefit payments on arrival in Ireland.  The habitual residence condition (HRC), as 
provided for in section 246 of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act, 2005 (as amended), ap-
plies to claims for jobseeker’s allowance, non-contributory State pension, blind pension, non-
contributory widow’s and widower’s pensions and guardian’s payment, one-parent family pay-
ment, carer’s allowance, disability allowance, supplementary welfare allowance including rent 
supplement, and child benefit.    A person who does not have a right to reside in the State shall 
not be regarded as being habitually resident in the State.  HRC does not apply to exceptional 
needs or urgent needs payments under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme.  

Under Social Welfare legislation, decisions in relation to all aspects of claims are made by 
statutorily appointed Deciding Officers.  Each case received for a determination on HRC is 
dealt with in its own right and a decision is based on application of the legislation and guide-
lines to the particular individual circumstances of each case.
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The determination of a person’s habitual residence is made in accordance with five factors 
which are set out in legislation, as follows: 

(a) the length and continuity of residence in the State or in any other particular country;

(b) the length and purpose of any absence from the State;

(c) the nature and pattern of the person’s employment;

(d) the person’s main centre of interest, and

(e) the future intentions of the person concerned as they appear from all the circumstances.

These five factors have been derived from European Court of Justice case law, and are 
generally sufficient to enable the deciding officer to determine whether a person’s present cir-
cumstances in Ireland indicate a temporary visit or habitual residence.   Any applicant who 
disagrees with the decision on a case has the right to request a review of that decision and/or 
appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

13/03/2013WRM01100Departmental Reports

13/03/2013WRM01200102. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection the actions she 
intends to take on foot of recommendations in the report on the disability sector by Watson and 
Nolan; her plans in terms of getting persons on disability back into the workforce; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [13208/13]

13/03/2013WRM01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The report referred to by the Dep-
uty is “A Social Portrait of People with Disabilities in Ireland” by Dorothy Watson and Brian 
Nolan which was published in 2011.  This report was commissioned from the Economic & So-
cial Research Institute by my Department as part of the Social Inclusion Research Report series. 
It details the social and living conditions of people with disabilities and is intended to assist 
policy makers and service deliverers to meet the national poverty and high level social inclusion 
goals set out in the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007–2016.  While it provides a 
valuable detailed social portrait of people with disabilities in the State, it does not make specific 
recommendations for implementation.

However, I should point out that the policy of the Department is to support and facilitate 
people with disabilities who wish to engage in the labour force and there are a range of mea-
sures in place in this area. These include:

- Partial capacity benefit, introduced in 2012, which enables people in receipt of invalidity 
pension and illness benefit to take up work while continuing to receive income support. 

- The earnings disregard under the disability allowance scheme which is designed to facili-
tate claimants of that payment to avail of employment opportunities.  

- The National Internship Programme (Job Bridge) which is open to people in receipt of a 
disability related payment. 

- The EmployAbility service which provides a dedicated job-coaching service for people 
with disabilities as well as providing a range of supports to employers who employ people with 
disabilities. 
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13/03/2013WRM01400Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

13/03/2013WRM01500103. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will list 
the detailed benefits that accrue from the payments of pay related social insurance in view of 
the fact that persons paying these may pay a significant sum for attendance at accident and 
emergency, pay inpatient hospital charges and no longer have optical or dental benefit under the 
schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13228/13]

13/03/2013WRM01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The following table sets out the 
benefits accruing to the various categories of persons paying PRSI according to the Class of 
PRSI contribution paid:
         PRSI CLASSES

BENEFITS/PENSIONS A B C D E H J P S
(self-
employed)

Jobseeker’s Benefit √ √ *
Illness Benefit √ √ √ *
Health and Safety Benefit √ √ √
Maternity Benefit √ √ √  √
Adoptive Benefit √ √ √  √
Invalidity Pension √ √ √
Widow’s, Widower’s or 
Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Contributory) Pension

√ √ √ √ √ √  √

Guardian’s Payment 
(Contributory)

√ √ √ √ √ √  √

State Pension (Transition) √ √ √
State Pension (Contributory) √ √ √  √
Bereavement Grant √ √ √ √ √ √  √
Treatment Benefit √ √ √ √
Occupational Injuries Benefit √ * √ √
Carer’s Benefit √ √ √ √ √ √
*   Limited Benefit

Optical, Dental and Audiological Benefit are available under the Department’s Treatment 
Benefit scheme. Optical and Dental Benefit currently offer free examinations, while Audiologi-
cal Benefit pays part of the cost of the purchase of hearing aids.

Issues relating to the charges for attendance at accident and emergency departments or for 
in-patient hospital charges are a matter for the Minister for Health.

  Question No. 104 withdrawn.

13/03/2013WRM01800Carer’s Allowance Appeals

13/03/2013WRM01900105. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an appeal for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13320/13]

13/03/2013WRM02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
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fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 6th   
February 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

13/03/2013WRM02100Carer’s Allowance Appeals

13/03/2013WRM02200106. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding a 
carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [13336/13]

13/03/2013WRM02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 14th 
January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

13/03/2013WRN00075Mortgage Interest Supplement Applications

13/03/2013WRN00100107. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
mortgage interest supplement will be expedited in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
Dublin 15; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13339/13]

13/03/2013WRN00200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned made a 
claim in July 2012 for mortgage interest supplement which was disallowed because her means 
were deemed to be in excess of the amount of her mortgage interest payment. This decision 
was upheld by the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office in November 2012. If the person 
concerned has any new information in support of her application she should contact her local 
Community Welfare Officer as soon as possible in this regard.

13/03/2013WRN00250Invalidity Pension Appeals

13/03/2013WRN00300108. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social Protection when payment of an inva-
lidity pension appeal will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [13353/13]

13/03/2013WRN00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence al-
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lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
was notified of the Appeals Officer decision on 5 March 2013.  The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is 
responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

13/03/2013WRN00450Disability Allowance Appeals

13/03/2013WRN00500109. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a 
disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [13372/13]

13/03/2013WRN00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 27 March 2013.  The person concerned has 
been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

13/03/2013WRN00650Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

13/03/2013WRN00700110. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person 
[details supplied] in County Galway will receive a decision from the appeals office in relation to 
their claim for jobseeker’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13376/13]

13/03/2013WRN00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
28 February 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is re-
sponsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

13/03/2013WRN00850Social Insurance Fund

13/03/2013WRN00900111. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the total liability to the 
social insurance fund of an organisation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [13416/13]

13/03/2013WRN01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Pay Related Social Insurance 
(PRSI) is payable on all reckonable earnings.  It is collected by the Revenue Commissioners 
via the Pay As You Earn (PAYE) system.  Employers have a legal obligation to pay all PRSI 
liabilities due to the Social Insurance Fund of this Department.    It should be noted that the 
Department’s Inspectors have the power to inspect records and in cases of non-compliance 
penalties can be imposed.  It is not Departmental policy to disclose liability issues in relation to 
an individual employer.

13/03/2013WRN01050Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

13/03/2013WRN01100112. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position re-
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garding a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13419/13]

13/03/2013WRN01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary 
care allowance (DCA) in respect of this person was received on the 11th January 2013.  This 
application has been forwarded to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors for their medical 
opinion, upon receipt of this opinion, a decision will issue to the customer.

13/03/2013WRN01250Pension Provisions

13/03/2013WRN01300113. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review a 
reduction in a state non-contributory pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Longford on the grounds that their means are not as specified by the Department; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [13425/13]

13/03/2013WRN01325Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The customer is in receipt of a 
State pension non-contributory which is a means-tested payment. In line with scheme require-
ments, a claimant’s means are reviewed from time to time to ensure that their circumstances 
have not changed and that they continue to have legitimate entitlement.

A review was carried out in late 2012 of this customer’s entitlement.  The means derived 
from the net yearly value of this customer’s income from her farm in Killoe, Co. Longford re-
sulted in a reduction in her rate of pension. In assessing the value of capital, the first €20,000 of 
capital is disregarded. Therefore, the monies held jointly with her daughter had no effect on the 
assessment of her means.   The customer was notified in writing of the decision to reduce her 
pension and of her right to appeal this decision.

Question No. 114 withdrawn.

      Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 18.

13/03/2013WRO00250Wildlife Conservation

13/03/2013WRO00300116. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will extend the burning of the land until 31 March 2013 in view of the fact that this year was 
an extremely wet one; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13205/13]

13/03/2013WRO00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Questions Nos. 135 and 136 of 7 March 2013.

13/03/2013WRO00450Cultural Policy

13/03/2013WRO00500117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he expects to host international events of a cultural or heritage nature with 
a view to the awarding of such opportunities to promote Irish heritage and culture abroad; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13357/13]

13/03/2013WRO00600118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the degree to which he and or his Department can avail of international cultural events to pro-
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mote Irelands heritage and culture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13358/13]

13/03/2013WRO00700119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
his plan for the promotion of Ireland’s heritage and culture globally in the course of 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13359/13]

13/03/2013WRO00800121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he has had discussions with overseas emigrants or representative groups in 
the context of promoting the concept of national identity through the aegis of culture and heri-
tage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13361/13]

13/03/2013WRO00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 117 to 119, inclusive, and 121 together. 

My Department, through its Culture Ireland Programme, promotes Irish arts and culture 
worldwide through regular grant rounds and through special initiatives. For the first six months 
of 2013, to mark Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the EU, my Department has put in place 
an extensive programme – Culture Connects - embracing all Member States and some signifi-
cant third countries.  This programme, which has had a very successful two months to date, will 
include over 400 events taking place across all Member States of the European Union. 

The high profile events which have been launched include:

- ‘Changing States’ in Brussels, an exhibition of twenty of Ireland’s strongest emerging vi-
sual artists and Francis Bacon in the high profile Beaux Arts Gallery.

- An exhibition of the work of Eileen Gray in Centre Pompidou, which is expected to be 
seen by around 500,000 visitors and to help cross-promote contemporary Irish design.

- Extensive theatre tours to sell-out houses are ongoing, including ‘WATT’ at the Barbican 
in London and Brokentalkers ‘Blue Boy’ at various cities across Europe. 

- For the duration of Ireland’s Presidency, an exhibition of Irish craft and artwork involving 
cutting-edge technology is being presented in the Council Headquarters in Brussels.

In January of this year, my Department supported a delegation of key theatre, dance and 
music practitioners to attend the Association of Performing Arts Presenters Conference (APAP) 
2013, as part of an Irish Government trade and promotional mission for the performing arts.  
This is a key target market for Irish artists and is of strategic importance in the development 
of US Irish cultural relations. Reports to date are very positive for future tour bookings for 
2013/2014 for the Irish artists and delegates who were part of the delegation. 

My Department, through the Culture Ireland programme, continues to support Irish artists 
in presenting work at strategic international festivals, venues and showcases, building touring 
networks and contacts, including with overseas emigrant or representative groups, where ap-
propriate. It also continues to work on a cross-agency basis on key initiatives of joint interest 
and, over the St Patrick’s Day period, for example, is supporting more than 60 events across 
Europe, the US, China, Russia and Australia.

Other activities to be supported this year through the Culture Ireland Programme include:

- WOMEX, the World Music Expo, in Cardiff in October in a partnership sharing showcas-
ing and networking opportunities for Scotland, England, Wales and Ireland;

- a showcase at the Edinburgh Festivals in August, which will offer audiences and promoters 
a snapshot of the diverse and exciting new theatre work being created in Ireland; and 
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- support, in partnership with the Arts Council, for Ireland’s participation in the 55th Inter-
national Venice Art Biennale 2013.

I am satisfied that my Department’s international promotion of Irish arts has created signifi-
cant goodwill and influence for Ireland and has helped to contribute to the strength of Ireland’s 
reputation for creative excellence.

13/03/2013WRO00950The Gathering Initiatives

13/03/2013WRO01000120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he has had discussions with cultural and or heritage groups in the context of 
The Gathering 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13360/13]

13/03/2013WRO01100Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, The Gathering initiative undertaken by my colleague, the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, has the strong support of my Department and the agencies under my 
Department’s remit.

A range of actions being taken to support The Gathering were outlined in my replies to 
Question No 13 of 30 January 2013 and Question No 16 of 28 November 2012.  The national 
cultural institutions under the auspices of my Department have prepared a comprehensive re-
sponse to The Gathering.  As outlined previously, the Arts Council is playing an ongoing key 
role in funding and developing arts events around the county during 2013.  In terms of the 
Gaeltacht, Údarás na Gaeltachta has a dedicated scheme to support traditional festivals in the 
Gaeltacht intends, when assessing applications for such festivals in 2013, to place particular 
emphasis on activities aimed at attracting visitors to Ireland as part of The Gathering.

Tourists arriving as part of The Gathering, particularly those from amongst the 70 million 
people abroad who claim Irish ancestry, will be particularly interested in heritage sites.  Last 
September, I launched two new websites which aim to highlight some of our lesser-known sites 
– national monuments and heritage buildings that are open to the public but which tend to be 
only visited by those very familiar with the particular area in which they are situated.  It is hoped 
that these new “Places to See” and “Monuments to Visit” websites will assist in encouraging 
tourists to visit locations that might not otherwise be on their itineraries and also assist people 
welcoming relatives and friends from abroad as part of The Gathering to be able to identify lo-
cations nearby that will interest visitors. My Department will also continue to cooperate closely 
with the Office of Public Works to further enhance the tourism value of our built heritage.

I am informed that the Heritage Council has made a submission to Fáilte Ireland regarding 
the international marketing of Heritage Week 2013 to link in with ‘The Gathering’.  In addi-
tion, in 2013 the Heritage Council is grant-aiding a genealogist post in the organisation Ireland 
Reaching Out, a Diaspora focused organization that is contracted to support The Gathering. I 
also understand that Local Authority Heritage Officers, whose employment is financially sup-
ported by the Heritage Council, sit on County Committees for The Gathering 2013 around the 
country.

In summary, therefore, I consider that a substantial contribution to The Gathering initiative 
is underway in both the cultural and heritage areas.

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 117.
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13/03/2013WRO01263Departmental Properties

13/03/2013WRO01300122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number and location of buildings or sites that have become the responsibility of the State in 
each of the past four years in the context of preservation of historical or heritage sites; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13362/13]

13/03/2013WRO01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Since its 
establishment in June 2011, my Department has acquired ownership of a complex of five ar-
chaeological monuments at Lough Gur, Co Limerick, from the local authority.

For the sake of completeness, I should refer to the Voluntary Bog Purchase Scheme operated 
by my Department under which domestic turf cutters can sell designated bog plots to the State 
at agreed rates. In May 2010, the then Government announced the closure of this scheme to new 
applicants. However, my Department has purchased bog plots in areas designated as special 
areas of conservation over the last number of years and is continuing to process applications 
received before this date.

13/03/2013WRP00150Special Areas of Conservation Designation

13/03/2013WRP00200123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which any new sites, buildings or regions have come under and-or European pro-
tection regulations or directives in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13363/13]

13/03/2013WRP00300127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will indicate the number and location of any new special areas of conservation or other 
conservative measures adopted over the past two years; the number, if any, pending; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13368/13]

13/03/2013WRP00400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 123 and 127 together. 

The table sets out is a list of sites which have been afforded protection under European 
law through notification of an intention to designate the site as a Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC), further to obligations under the Habitats Directive; notification of an intention to desig-
nate the site as a Special Protection Area (SPA), further to obligations under the Birds Directive, 
or designation of the site as an SPA further to obligations under the Birds Directive. 

All SACs and SPAs for which an intention to designate has been notified will be formally 
designated through Statutory Instrument. 

I am advised that no buildings have come under European Directives or Regulations relating 
to heritage conservation and protection in the last three years.

TABLE

List of SAC and SPA Notification of Intention to Designate 2010 to date

Notification of Intention to Designate 2010 to date



Questions - Written Answers

636

Code Site County Date of Notifica-
tion

004033 BANNOW BAY SPA WEXFORD 17 March 2010
004035 CUMMEEN STRAND SPA SLIGO 17 March 2010
004044 LOUGH ENNELL SPA WESTMEATH 17 March 2010
004065 LOUGH SHEELIN SPA CAVAN,MEATH 

WESTMEATH
17 March 2010

004090 SHESKINMORE LOUGH SPA DONEGAL 17 March 2010
004032 DUNGARVAN HARBOUR  SPA WATERFORD 26 May 2010
004219 COURTMACSHERRY BAY SPA CORK 26 May 2010
004027 TRAMORE BACK STRAND SPA WATERFORD 26 May 2010
004129 BALLYSADARE BAY SPA SLIGO 26 May 2010
004043 LOUGH DERRAVARAGH SPA WESTMEATH 26 May 2010
004092 TACUMSHIN LAKE SPA                  WEXFORD 26 May 2010
004228 LOUGH CONN / LOUGH CULLIN SPA MAYO 5 July 2010
004051 LOUGH CARRA SPA MAYO 5 July 2010
004062 LOUGH  MASK SPA MAYO /GAL 5 July 2010
004145 DURNESH LOUGH SPA DONEGAL 5 July 2010
004221 ILLAUNNANOON SPA GALWAY 5 July 2010
004086 RIVER LITTLE BROSNA CALLOWS SPA OFFALY/ TIPP 5 July 2010
004028 BLACKWATER ESTUARY SPA CORK/WATERF 4  August 2010
004050 LOUGH ARROW SPA SLIGO/ 4  August 2010
004139 LOUGH CROAN TURLOUGH SPA ROSCOMMON 4  August 2010
004029 CASTLEMAINE HARBOUR SPA KERRY 4  August 2010
004084 LOUGH GARA SPA ROSC/SLIGO 4  August 2010
004143 CAHORE MARSHES SPA WEXFORD 4  August 2010
004140 FOUR ROADS TURLOUGH SPA ROSCOMMON 4  August 2010
004034 TRAWBREAGA BAY  SPA DONEGAL 4  August 2010
004110 LOUGH NILLAN BOG  SPA DONEGAL 4  August 2010
004031 INNER GALWAY BAY  SPA GALWAY/CLARE 22 September 

2010
004089 RAHASANE TURLOUGH SPA GALWAY 22 September 

2010
004144 HIGH IS, INISHARK, DAVILAUN  SPA GALWAY 22 September 

2010
004220 COROFIN  WETLANDS SPA CLARE 22 September 

2010
004036 KILLALA BAY/MOY ESTUARY SPA MAYO/SLIGO 22 September 

2010
004075 LOUGH SWILLY SPA DONEGAL 22 September 

2010
004097 RIVER SUCK CALLOWS SPA GALWAY/ROSC 22 September 

2010
004026 DUNDALK BAY SPA LOUTH 22 September 

2010
004091 STABANNAN- BRAGANSTOWN SPA LOUTH 22 September 

2010
004019 THE RAVENSPA                            WEXFORD 22 September 

2010
004040 WICKLOW MOUNTAINS SPA WICKLOW/

 DUBLIN
15 December 
2010
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Code Site County Date of Notifica-
tion

004094 BLACKWATER CALLOWS SPA CORK / 
WATERFORD

15 December 
2010

004039 DERRYVEAGH AND GLENDOWAN MOUN-
TAINS  SPA

DONEGAL 15 December 
2010

004049 LOUGH OUGHTER COMPLEX SPA                        CAVAN 15 December 
2010

004087 LOUGH FOYLE SPA                     DONEGAL 15 December 
2010

004233 RIVER NORE  SPA LAOIS/
KILKENNY

8-June- 2011

004232 RIVER BOYNE AND BLACKWATER SPA CAVAN, LOUTH, 
MEATH,
WESTMEATH

8-June- 2011

004077 RIVER SHANNON AND RIVER FERGUS ESTU-
ARIES SPA  

CLARE/ KERRY/ 
LIMERICK

8-June- 2011

004181 CONNEMARA BOG COMPLEX SPA GALWAY 22-June-2011
004037 BLACKSOD BAY / BROADHAVEN SPA MAYO 22-June-2011
004231 INISHBOFIN, OMEY, TURBOT IS. SPA GALWAY 6-July-2011
004149 FALCARRAGH TO MEENLARAGH SPA DONEGAL 6-July-2011
004073 TORY ISLAND SPA DONEGAL 6-July-2011
004083 INISHBOFIN,INISHDOOEY,I

NISHBEG SPA
DONEGAL 6-July-2011

004146 MALIN HEAD SPA DONEGAL 6-July-2011
004230 WEST DONEGAL ISLANDS SPA DONEGAL 6-July-2011
004148 FANAD HEAD SPA DONEGAL 6-July-2011
004227 MULLET PENINSULA SPA MAYO 6-July-2011
004064 LOUGH REE SPA LONGFORD / 

WESTMEATH/ 
ROSCOMMON

27-July -2011

004058 LOUGH DERG (SHANNON) SPA CLARE/TIPP/
GALWAY

27-July -2011

004234 BALLINTEMPLE AND BALLYGILGAN SPA SLIGO 27-July -2011
 004013  DRUMCLIFF BAY SPA SLIGO  27-July -2011
004014 ROCKABILL SPA DUBLIN 17-Aug-2011
004125 MAGHAREE ISLANDS SPA KERRY 17-Aug-2011
004153 PART OF DINGLE PENINSULA  SPA (CAS-

TLEGREGORY)
KERRY 17-Aug-2011

004188 TRALEE BAY COMPLEX SPA KERRY 17-Aug-2011
004159 SLYNE HEAD TO ARDMORE POINT ISLANDS 

SPA
GALWAY 26- Oct- 2011

004042 LOUGH CORRIB SPA GALWAY/
MAYO

26- Oct- 2011

004078 CARLINGFORD LOUGH SPA LOUTH 23-Nov-2011
002953 THE BLACKWATER BANK SAC MARINE 5- Dec- 2012
002998 THE WEST CONNACHT COAST SAC MARINE 5- Dec- 2012
002999 HEMPTON’S TURBOT BANK SAC MARINE 5- Dec- 2012
003000 ROCKABILL TO DALKEY ISLAND SAC MARINE 5- Dec- 2012
003001 PORCUPINE BANK CANYON SAC MARINE 5- Dec- 2012
003002 SOUTH EAST ROCKALL BANK SAC MARINE 5- Dec- 2012
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SPAs formally designated by Statutory Instrument 2010 to date

Site Code Name Date of Signature S.I. Number
004022 BALLYCOTTON BAY 19-Feb-2010 S.I. 59/2010
004041 BALLYALLIA LOUGH 19-Feb-2010 S.I.58/2010
004060 LOUGH FERN 19-Feb-2010 S.I. 70/2010
004063 POULAPHOUCA RES-

ERVOIR  
19-Feb-2010 S.I. 73/2010

004066 THE BULL AND THE 
COW ROCKS  

19-Feb-2010 S.I. 76/2010

004134 LOUGH REA  19-Feb-2010 S.I. 72/2010
004045 GLEN LOUGH 19-Feb-2010 S.I. 65/2010
004114 ILLAUNONEARAUN 19-Feb-2010 S.I.67/2010
004118 KEERAGH ISLANDS 19-Feb-2010 S.I.68/2010
004132 ILLANCRONE AND 

INISHKEERAGH 
19-Feb-2010 S.I. 66/2010

004047 LOUGH OWEL  19-Feb-2010 S.I. 71/2010
004135 ARDBOLINE ISLAND 

AND HORSE ISLAND 
19-Feb-2010 S.I. 57/2010

004170 CRUAGH ISLAND 19-Feb-2010 S.I. 62/2010
004175 DEENISH ISLAND 

AND SCARIFF IS-
LAND 

19-Feb-2010 S.I. 63/2010

004187 SLIGO/LEITRIM UP-
LANDS 

19-Feb-2010 S.I. 75/2010

004212 CROSS LOUGH 
(KILLADOON) 

19-Feb-2010 S.I. 61/2010

004009 LADY’S ISLAND 
LAKE

19-Feb-2010 S.I. 69/2010

004081 CLONAKILTY BAY  19-Feb-2010 S.I. 60/2010
004111 DUVILLAUN IS-

LANDS 
19-Feb-2010 S.I. 64/2010

004007 SKELLIGS 19-Feb-2010 S.I. 74/2010
004003 PUFFIN ISLAND  12-Mar-2010 S.I. 111/2010
004021 OLD HEAD OF KIN-

SALE 
12-Mar-2010 S.I.110/2010

004082 GREERS ISLE 12-Mar-2010 S.I.105/2010
004061 LOUGH KINALE AND 

DERRAGH LOUGH  
12-Mar-2010 S.I. 108/2010

004100 INISHTRAHULL 12-Mar-2010 S.I. 107/2010
004115 INISHDUFF 12-Mar-2010 S.I. 106/2010
004120 RATHLIN O’BIRNE 

ISLAND 
12-Mar-2010 S.I. 112/2010

004121 ROANINISH 12-Mar-2010 S.I. 113/ 2010
004124 SOVEREIGN ISLANDS 12-Mar-2010 S.I. 114/2010
004182 MID CLARE COAST  12-Mar-2010 S.I. 109/2010
004024 SOUTH DUBLIN BAY 

AND RIVER TOLKA 
ESTUARY

11-May-2010 S.I. 212/2010

004006 NORTH BULL ISLAND  11-May-2010 S.I. 211 /2010
004030 CORK HARBOUR 26  May 2010 S.I. 237 / 2010
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Site Code Name Date of Signature S.I. Number
004107 COOLE-GARRYLAND 26  May 2010 S.I. 236 /2010
004056 LOUGH CUTRA 26  May 2010 S.I. 243 / 2010
004069 LAMBAY ISLAND 26  May 2010 S.I. 242 /2010
004117 IRELAND’S EYE 26  May 2010 S.I. 240 / 2010
004122 SKERRIES ISLANDS 26  May 2010 S.I. 245 /2010
004172 DALKEY ISLANDS 26  May 2010 S.I. 238 / 2010
004057 LOUGH DERG (DONE-

GAL)
26  May 2010 S.I. 244 / 2010

004116 INISHKEEL 26  May 2010 S.I. 239 /2010
004154 IVERAGH PENINSULA 26  May 2010 S.I. 241 / 2010
004192 HELVICK HEAD TO 

BALLYQUIN
4 June 2010 S.I. 277/ 2010

004002 SALTEE ISLANDS 4 June 2010 S.I. 274 / 2010
004005 CLIFFS OF MOHER 4 June 2010 S.I. 269 / 2010
004046 LOUGH IRON 4 June 2010 S.I. 270 / 2010
004136 CLARE ISLAND 4 June 2010 S.I. 273 /2010
004015 ROGERSTOWN ESTU-

ARY
4 June 2010 S.I. 271 /2010

004016 BALDOYLE BAY 4 June 2010 S.I. 275 /2010
004008 BLASKET ISLANDS 4 June 2010 S.I. 272 / 2010
004190 GALLEY HEAD TO 

DUNEEN POINT
4 June 2010 S.I. 276 / 2010

004191 SEVEN HEADS 4 June 2010 S.I. 268 / 2010
004150 WEST DONEGAL 

COAST
30 July 2010 S.I. 389 / 2010

004090 SHESKINMORE 
LOUGH

30 July 2010 S.I. 388 /2010

004156 SHEEP’S HEAD TO 
TOE HEAD

30 July 2010 S.I. 387 /2010

004095 KILCOLMAN BOG 30 July 2010 S.I. 386 /2010
004189 KERRY HEAD 30 July 2010 S.I. 385 / 2010
004137 DOVEGROVE CAL-

LOWS
30 July 2010 S.I. 384 / 2010

004020 BALLYTEIGUE BUR-
ROW     

30 July 2010 S.I. 383 / 2010

004048 LOUGH GARA  16 June 2011 S.I. 288/2011
004050 LOUGH ARROW  16 June 2011 S.I. 289/2011
004065 LOUGH SHEELIN 16 June 2011 S.I. 290/2011
004139 LOUGH CROAN TUR-

LOUGH  
16 June 2011 S.I. 292/2011

004143 CAHORE MARSHES 16 June 2011 S.I. 293/2011
004221 ILLAUNNANOON 16 June 2011 S.I. 297/2011
004145 DURNESH LOUGH 16 June 2011 S.I. 294/2011
004027 TRAMORE BACK 

STRAND  
16 June 2011 S.I. 286/2011

004043 LOUGH DERRA-
VARAGH  

16 June 2011 S.I. 287/2011

004129 BALLYSADARE BAY 16 June 2011 S.I. 291/2011
004186 THE MURROUGH 16 June 2011 S.I. 298/2011
004025 MALAHIDE ESTUARY 16 June 2011 S.I. 285/2011
004151 DONEGAL BAY 16 June 2011 S.I. 295/2011
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Site Code Name Date of Signature S.I. Number
 004051  LOUGH CARRA  SPA  30 June 2011 S.I,340/2011
004087  LOUGH FOYLE  SPA 30 June 2011 S.I.341/2011
004035   CUMMEEN STRAND 

SPA 
12 July 2011 S.I.376/2011

004036 KILLALA BAY / MOY 
ESTUARY

11 October 2011 S.I.522/2011

004068 INISHMURRAY 14 October 2011 S.I.534/2011
004019 THE RAVEN 14 October 2011 S.I. 533/2011
004091 STABANNAN-BRA-

GANSTOWN
26 October2011 S.I.546/2011

004193 MID-WATERFORD 
COAST

28 October2011 S.I. 558 /2011

004165 SLIEVE FEILIM TO 
SILVERMINES MTS

15- Nov-2011 S.I. 587/2011

004004  INISHKEA ISLANDS 
SPA

15- Nov-2011 S.I.588/2011

004140 FOUR ROADS TUR-
LOUGH

15- Nov-2011 S.I. 589/2011

004228 LOUGH CONN AND 
LOUGH CULLIN 

15- Nov-2011 S.I. 590/2011

004119 LOOP HEAD SPA 15- Nov-2011 S.I. 591/2011
004033 BANNOW BAY 15- Nov-2011 S.I. 592/2011
004167 SLIEVE BEAGH  29- Nov-2011 S.I. 617/2011
004044 LOUGH ENNELL 29- Nov-2011 S.I.618/2011
004080 BOYNE ESTUARY 5-Dec-2011 S.I. 626/2011
004162 MULLAGANISH TO 

MUSHERAMORE MTS
5- Dec -2011 S.I. 627/2011

004110  LOUGH NILLAN BOG 
SPA

7- Dec-2011 S.I. 633/2011

004086 RIVER LITTLE BROS-
NA CALLOWS (100)

15- Dec-2011 S.I. 652/2011

 004013 DRUMCLIFF BAY 9-Feb-2012 S.I. 40/2012
004096 MIDDLE SHANNON 

CALLOWS 
9-Feb-2012 S.I. 41/2012

004168 SLIEVE AUGHTY MTS 21-Mar-2012 S.I.83/2012
04062 LOUGH MASK 21-Mar-2012 S.I.84/2012
04014 ROCKABILL  21-Mar-2012 S.I. 94/2012
004220 COROFIN WETLANDS 28-Mar-2012 S.I. 117 /2012
004158 RIVER NANNY ESTU-

ARY AND SHORE 
26- Apr-2012 S.I.140/2012

 004125 MAGHAREE ISLANDS 26-Apr-2012 S.I.139/2012
004076 WEXFORD HARBOUR 

& SLOBS
16-May-2012 S.I. 194/2012

004094 BLACKWATER CAL-
LOWS

16-May-2012 S.I. 191/2012

004144 HIGH ISLAND, IN-
ISHARK AND DA-
VILAUN

16-May-2012 S.I.192/2012

004233 RIVER NORE 16-May-2012 S.I.193/2012
800004160 SLIEVE BLOOM MTS 29- May-2012 S.I.184/2012
004092 TACUMSHIN LAKE 

SPA 
29- May-2012 S.I.178/2012
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Site Code Name Date of Signature S.I. Number
 004159 SLYNE HEAD TO 

ARDMORE POINT 
ISLANDS 

29- May-2012 S.I. 177/2012

004113 HOWTH HEAD COAST  29- May-2012 S.I. 185/2012
004029 CASTLEMAINE HAR-

BOUR
3-Jul-2012 S.I. 244/2012

004034 TRAWBREAGA BAY 4-Jul-2012 S.I. 261/2012
004026 DUNDALK BAY 3-Aug-2012 S.I. 310/2012
004089 RAHASANE TUR-

LOUGH
4-Aug-2012 S.I. 311/2012

004097 RIVER SUCK CAL-
LOWS

2-Oct-2012 S.I. 397/2012

004075 LOUGH SWILLY 22-Oct-2012 S.I. 592/2012
004042 LOUGH CORRIB 22-Oct-2012 S.I. 455/2012
004064 LOUGH REE 13-Nov-2012 S.I. 456/2012
004028 BLACKWATER ESTU-

ARY 
13-Nov-2012 S.I. 590/2012

004078 CARLINGFORD 
LOUGH

22-Nov-2012 S.I. 464/2012

004232 RIVER BOYNE & 
RIVER BLACKWATER

21-Nov-2012 S.I. 462/2012

004234 BALLINTEMPLE & 
BALLYGILGAN

21-Nov-2012 S.I. 463/2012

004153 DINGLE PENINSULA 23-Nov-2012 S.I. 480/2012
004161 STACK`S TO MUL-

LAGHAREIRK 
MOUNTAINS, WEST 
LIMERICK HILLS AND 
MOUNT EAGLE

23-Nov-2012 S.I. 591/2012

004049 LOUGH OUGHTER 
COMPLEX 

20-Dec-2012 S.I. 585/2012

004040 WICKLOW MOUN-
TAINS

20-Dec-2012 S.I 586 of 2012

004155 BEARA PENINSULA 20-Dec-2012 S.I 587 of 2012
004227 MULLET PENINSULA 25-Feb-2013 S.I  TBC
004146 MALIN HEAD 25-Feb-2013 S.I  TBC

13/03/2013WRP00450Heritage Sites

13/03/2013WRP00500124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if his attention has been drawn to any further heritage site deemed to be in danger over the past 
two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13364/13]

13/03/2013WRP00600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Questions Nos. 150, 153, 154, 155, 158 and 159 on 28 November 2012.

13/03/2013WRP00650Arts Funding

13/03/2013WRP00700125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which he hopes to support local and or national arts groups with particular refer-
ence to promising funding for production groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[13366/13]

13/03/2013WRP00800126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he has had discussions with local arts groups with a view to incentivisation of job creation 
activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13367/13]

13/03/2013WRP00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 125 and 126 together. 

Government policy on the arts is set out in the Programme for Government.  As Minister 
responsible for the arts and culture sectors, I am committed to securing the best possible fund-
ing provision for them during my term of office.

Government policy is to promote and strengthen the arts in all its forms, increase access to 
and participation in the arts, to make the arts an integral and valued part of our national life, 
and maximise the potential for cultural tourism. Primary responsibility for the promotion of the 
arts at all levels throughout the country is devolved to the Arts Council, which, under the Arts 
Acts, is independent in its funding decisions.  In 2013, the Arts Council will receive an alloca-
tion from my Department of some €60.7 million in current, capital and EU Presidency funding.

The Government appreciates the importance of the arts, culture and the creative industries 
to both our society and to our economy. I am fully aware of the challenges for those involved 
in the arts and culture sectors and of the tremendous work they are doing.  I am committed to 
supporting the essential elements of the arts and culture sectors, within the available financial 
resources and in the light of the evolving budgetary and Estimates processes. 

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to “work with stakeholders in 
the Arts community to develop new proposals aimed at building private support of the Arts in 
Ireland exploring philanthropic, sponsorship or endowment fund opportunities”. To further this 
objective, in May 2012 I announced the introduction of a new philanthropic initiative on a pilot 
basis for arts and culture organisations. The initiative - the Philanthropic Leverage Initiative - 
was designed to encourage philanthropic sponsorship and endowment of the arts from private 
sources. The initiative, established with funding of €230,000 for 2012, has provided an incen-
tive to arts organisations to proactively seek new funding relationships with sponsors which 
deliver private sector financial support, thereby increasing overall funding available to the arts. 
The initiative was available across projects of varying scale, geography and art forms to not-
for-profit organisations for arts programming projects. The organisations approved for funding 
under the initiative were required to procure matching philanthropic funds and complete their 
drawdown from my Department in 2012. Matched funding could come from public funds or 
from any public sector organisation. At the outset, it was anticipated that a multiple of 3.5 on the 
pilot initiative funds of €230,000 would result in philanthropic funding of some €800,000 being 
raised for the arts. The scheme proved very successful with a multiplier of 4.26 eventually be-
ing leveraged in philanthropic donations.  I recently launched a similar initiative for 2013 and 
full details are available on my Department’s website. 

The Philanthropic Leverage Initiative was run in parallel with a second initiative - the Arts 
Council’s RAISE: Building Fundraising Capacity pilot initiative. That initiative will provide 
one-to-one professional support to eight selected organisations for two years through planning 
and implementing a tailored fundraising programme. This will help those art organisations build 
and resource their capacity to attract philanthropic giving. In developing this complementary 
programme, the Arts Council has identified that it is vital for art groups to develop, agree and 
implement an effective fundraising strategy and to properly resource that fundraising function. 

My Department has also provided support to the Business to Arts organisation for a num-
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ber of years and, in each of the last three years, this has been allocated to delivery of the New 
Stream Programme, which builds fundraising skills in the cultural sector in Ireland. The Bank 
of America Merrill Lynch investment in this project is €400k over three years. In 2010, my 
Department also awarded a €20,000 grant to Business to Arts for ‘Fund it’ in 2010 under the 
Cultural Technology Grants Scheme. Business to Arts initially matched this figure with private 
funding and since then has attracted additional foundation funds to this project.

The State appreciates and values the contribution the arts sector makes to the internation-
ally renowned artistic reputation of this country.  As Minister with responsibility for the arts, I 
believe that, within the current economic constraints, investment in the arts, culture and creative 
sectors is more important than ever, having regard to the employment intensity and potential of 
the sector.  The arts are a significant contributor and employer in their own right and they are 
also important building blocks for those economic policies the Government has identified as 
crucial for our economic recovery.

Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 123.

13/03/2013WRP01050Broadband Services Provision

13/03/2013WRP01100128. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to provide high quality broadband in rural areas and in towns of a popu-
lation of fewer than 1,500 people; when he expects the roll-out of such services, the upload 
speeds and download speeds proposed, the proposed investment by the State in these services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13377/13]

13/03/2013WRP01200Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.  

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30 August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector in-
vestment in broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across 
the country. 

Specifically, the Plan commits to 70Mbps to 100Mbps available from the commercial mar-
ket operators to more than half of the population by 2015; at least 40Mbps, and in many cases 
faster speeds, to at least a further 20% and potentially as much as 35% of the population, and a 
minimum of 30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.

The Plan anticipates minimum target upload speeds of 25% to 30% of the headline down-
load speeds.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market opera-
tors indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the population 
by 2015.  The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed services, 
particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  

The Government is committed in the Plan to investing in areas where high speed services 
are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  My Department is making 
preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to identify where the market is 
expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broadband over the coming years.  



Questions - Written Answers

644

This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be required and the areas that 
need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  It will also form a critical input to an EU State 
Aid application in respect of any State-led intervention.  

In an important milestone towards delivery of the commitments in the Plan, the Government 
recently launched a tender for experts to assist in the design, planning and procurement of the 
State-led investment.  Intensive technical, financial and legal preparations including stakehold-
er engagement will be on-going throughout 2013 with a view to the launch of a procurement 
process in 2014.

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds re-
ferred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including rural areas and towns with popula-
tions of less than 1500 people, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.

13/03/2013WRP01250Social Media

13/03/2013WRP01300129. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources his plans to tackle the issue of abuse of social media outlets; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13396/13]

13/03/2013WRP01400Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
As the Deputy will be aware, Social Media have not to date been subject to a formal regulatory 
regime akin to that used to ‘regulate’ traditional radio and television broadcast media, either 
in Ireland or in other jurisdictions.  There are a range of reasons for this, not least the rapidly 
evolving nature of the technologies involved, the sensitivities around regulating media and the 
multi-jurisdictional nature of the Internet.

There has been a very considerable amount of discussion on these matters in the recent past 
at EU and Council of Europe level, in which my Department has been involved.  Indeed this 
matter is also the subject of a fundamental debate at EU and national level at present, a fact 
reflected by the recent decision of the Joint Oireachtas Committee to examine the issue.  Ireland 
is committed through the Internet Governance Principles contained in the Declaration of the 
Council of Europe Committee of Ministers to the principle of “Multi-stakeholder governance”.  
In this regard, the development of international Internet related public policies and Internet 
governance arrangements must allow for full and equal participation of all stakeholders from all 
countries.  My officials have been and will continue to be engaged in the discussions on these 
issues.

As Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, I have policy responsibil-
ity for providing a supportive legislative and regulatory environment to facilitate the develop-
ment of high quality communications infrastructure and services.  However, I should highlight 
that I do not have sole responsibility for addressing as to how that infrastructure is used.  Re-
sponsibility, in the context of abuse over the Internet in particular, also sits with the Minister for 
Justice and Equality, and the executive agency of his Department, the Office for Internet Safety.

It is clear that there are no simple answers to the challenges posed by the development and 
abuse of social media, not least because of the international basis of the services and because 
any possible policy responses fall across a range of Government Departments.  In recognition 
of this complexity my Department maintains open and regular contact with all Departments and 



13 March 2013

645

State Agencies with responsibilities in this area.

I am convinced that it is possible to ensure that people can gain the full benefit offered by 
social media, in their public and private lives, while being protected against harassment or 
bullying of any kind, if we remain open to appropriate and sensitive intervention.  Any such 
intervention must tread a very fine line between the protection of individuals and ensuring that 
free speech, and free and open debate, are preserved. This is difficult balance to strike, but we 
must continue to amend our regulatory regime in light of new technologies. My Department 
is presently evaluating how one such amendment might be introduced, to deal with a gap in 
telecommunications legislation. 

Experience in other jurisdictions has been that this balance is not easy to strike, and I fully 
intend to give any measures my full consideration before implementing them.

13/03/2013WRP01450Broadband Services Provision

13/03/2013WRP01500130. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources if there is a metropolitan area network, MAN, of fibre optic in Boyle, County 
Roscommon; and, if not, if there is a proposal to roll one out. [13422/13]

13/03/2013WRP01600131. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if there is a metropolitan area network in Boyle, County Roscommon; is it possible 
to connect it to this national ESB fibre network which would give Boyle a high speed network 
that would place it favourably as a location for e-commerce; and if not, is there some way that 
the Boyle community could take steps to improve the situation. [13424/13]

13/03/2013WRP01700Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 130 and 131 together. 

There is no Metropolitan Area Network (MANS) in Boyle nor are there plans for a new Met-
ropolitan Area Network in this area.  The Government however recognises the need to ensure 
that high speed broadband is available in all parts of Ireland, including towns such as Boyle, to 
underpin economic growth, enable eCommerce and greater connectivity for citizens generally.  
To this end The National Broadband Plan, which I published in August last, aims to ensure that 
high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses.

The plan commits to 70Mbps to 100Mbps available from the commercial market operators 
to more than half of the population by 2015; at least 40Mbps, and in many cases faster speeds, 
to at least a further 20% and potentially as much as 35% of the population, and a minimum of 
30Mbps for every remaining home and business in the country.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market op-
erators indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popu-
lation by 2015.  The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed 
services, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The Government is also committed in the 
Plan to investing in areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not 
be provided by the market.  

My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broad-
band over the coming years.  This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be 
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  It will also form a 
critical input to an EU State Aid application in respect of any State-led intervention. 
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Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.  

I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds 
referred to above, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including Boyle and other rural areas in 
County Roscommon, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.

13/03/2013WRQ00250Water Charges

13/03/2013WRQ00300132. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the proposals in place regarding who will pay for water services; the amount that 
will be payable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13187/13]

13/03/2013WRQ00400140. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will confirm that water charges will be introduced on an assessed basis in 
2014. [13273/13]

13/03/2013WRQ00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 132 and 140 together.      

I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 81 and 91 of 12 March 2013, which sets out the posi-
tion on these matters.   

13/03/2013WRQ00550Temple Bar Cultural Trust

13/03/2013WRQ00600133. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will lay before Dáil Éireann the latest report and accounts of the Temple 
Bar Cultural Trust, formerly Temple Bar Properties Limited. [13413/13]

13/03/2013WRQ00700134. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will set out in tabular form the list of properties controlled by the Temple 
Bar Cultural Trust, formerly Temple Bar Properties Limited; and if he will designate each prop-
erty that is currently rented or vacant. [13414/13]

13/03/2013WRQ00800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 and 134 together.   

The Temple Bar Cultural Trust organisation is a private limited company with the Dublin 
City Manager as the sole shareholder. Therefore, in the first instance, governance arrangements 
and financial management of the Trust are a matter for Dublin City Council. 

I have no role in relation to these matters. Accordingly, the information sought is not avail-
able in my Department and may be obtained directly from Dublin City Council.   

13/03/2013WRQ00850Leader Programmes

13/03/2013WRQ00900135. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if all applicants for Leader funding who had projects approved for funding un-
der Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta have completed those projects and have now been paid; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13142/13]



13 March 2013

647

13/03/2013WRQ01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta (MFG) was the Local Development Company con-
tracted by my Department to deliver Axes 3 & 4 (LEADER) of the Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP) in Gaeltacht Areas for the current 2007-2013 programming period.  MFG went 
into liquidation on 7 September 2011. The delivery of RDP funding to the Gaeltacht areas pre-
viously served by MFG is now being facilitated by the geographically contiguous Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) in all areas except the Erris region of Mayo.  I expect to have a solution for the 
Erris area in the near future. 

Between February 2009 and September 2011 MFG registered expenditure of €1.9 million 
and at the time of the liquidation had outstanding project commitments of €4.1 million which 
are now being dealt with by the contiguous LAGs. 

A number of issues have arisen in relation to a number of the legacy project files including 
missing or inadequate documentation. However the LAGs in question are pursuing these issues 
with a view to resolving as many as possible, as quickly as possible. My Department has is-
sued advice on how to progress the processing of project files where issues have arisen and it is 
hoped that this will assist the LAGs in their decision making process and facilitate the submis-
sion of claims for payment where appropriate.   

The LAGs involved in processing the legacy MFG files have indicated that they expect to 
process approximately €800,000 in respect of 74 project claims by the end of 2013 of which just 
under €114,000 has been paid to date.   

13/03/2013WRQ01050Planning Issues

13/03/2013WRQ01100136. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there will be planning permission requirements for local authority grant 
aided remedial works that will be required to be carried out on septic tanks that fail an inspec-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13143/13]

13/03/2013WRQ01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There is an existing mechanism whereby improvement works necessary to comply with 
water pollution concerns of a local authority can be considered as exempted development. Un-
der Section 12 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act 1977, where it appears to a local 
authority that it is necessary to do so in order to prevent or control pollution of waters, the local 
authority may serve a notice in writing on any person having control of any polluting matter on 
premises in its functional area. This would include on-site wastewater treatment and disposal 
systems. Under the provisions of current exempted development regulations, work consisting 
of or incidental to the carrying out of development in order to comply with a notice under Sec-
tion 12 is exempted development.     

My Department is currently examining what further amendments to the exempted develop-
ment provisions of planning legislation are necessary where the provision of improved on-site 
wastewater treatment and disposal systems arises as a result of inspections carried out under 
the new legislation. The Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is assisting with the 
process so as to ensure that the exemption provided will take account of the requirements of 
relevant EU Directives in relation to habitats required by Section 4(4)(a) and (b) of the Planning 
and Development Acts 2000-2010. The necessary legislation will be in place prior to inspec-
tions being carried out.   
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13/03/2013WRQ01250Development Levies

13/03/2013WRQ01300137. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the amount outstanding in development levies to local authorities; the years to 
which these development levies relate; the amount of outstanding levies by county; the advice 
he will give to local authorities in terms of collecting such outstanding levies, particularly in 
cases where a developer has gone out of business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13176/13]

13/03/2013WRQ01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The role of the Minister in regard to development con-
tributions is to provide the necessary statutory and policy framework within which individual 
development contribution schemes are adopted by each local authority.  The adoption of these 
schemes is a reserved function of the locally elected members of each planning authority.  It is 
a matter for the members to determine the level of contribution and the types of development to 
which they will apply.  Similarly, and as with all local charges, the invoicing and collection of 
any outstanding development contributions is a matter for the local authority concerned to man-
age in the light of prevailing local circumstances and in accordance with normal financial pro-
cedures.  Where any payments required in respect of development contributions are not settled 
such payments may be pursued by the planning authority through the courts as a contract debt 
and until such time as amounts outstanding are discharged in full the conditions of the relevant 
planning permission have not been met and the development is unauthorised. 

The figures requested are in the table.  Current debtors are debts due in the current year; long 
term debtors reflect all debts from previous years.  However, an annual breakdown in respect of 
long term debtors is not available.   

Local Authority Current Development Levy 
Debtors 

Long Term Development 
Levy Debtors 

Carlow County Council 1,194,269.00 11,431,053.00 
Cavan County Council 2,130,463.69 3,485,133.00 
Clare County Council 6,123,354.11 0 
Cork Council 8,102,098.00 44,617,612.00 
Donegal County Council 1,766,400.17 3,622,131.00 
Fingal County Council 129,602,377.85 2,214,225.55 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 39,158,302.00 51,693,806.00 
Galway County Council 2,582,669.41 12,500,000.00 
Kerry County Council 1,214,667.00 551,358.00 
Kildare County Council 6,517,214.61 27,199,458.45 
Kilkenny County Council 4,562,682.07 0 
Laois County Council 1,572,495.82 3,729,297.37 
Leitrim County Council 1,721,345.96 3,085,213.53 
Limerick County Council 38,511,229.11 0 
Longford County Council 1,637,448.42 2,215,000.00 
Louth County Council 3,362,436.53 5,443,414.38 
Mayo County Council 10,332,760.00 1,045,824.00 
Meath County Council 13,336,842.03 8,278,433.00 
Monaghan County Council 959,163.00 3,660,230.00 
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Local Authority Current Development Levy 
Debtors 

Long Term Development 
Levy Debtors 

North Tipperary County 
Council 

1,731,918.31 616,064.72 

Offaly County Council 3,139,423.00 85,892.00 
Roscommon County Coun-
cil 

14,243,971.05 769,859.00 

Sligo County Council 1,405,488.50 331,335.00 
South Dublin County Coun-
cil 

32,102,856.47 0 

South Tipperary County 
Council 

1,917,858.00 1,779,983.00 

Waterford County Council 2,236,748.00 0 
Westmeath County Council 2,254,668.36 111,893.00 
Wexford County Council 12,540,881.00 12,691,640.00 
Wicklow County Council 4,441,806.67 0 
Cork City Council 3,608,445.00 7,138,373.00 
Dublin City Council 33,522,893.00 72,921,411.00 
Galway City Council 4,770,532.79 6,351,689.99 
Limerick City Council 1,601,537.89 724,104.11 
Waterford City Council 924,236.10 0 
Clonmel Borough Council 433,968.53 1,223,941.63 
Drogheda Borough Council 4,446,077.00 290,290.00 
Kilkenny Borough Council 2,692,546.18 0 
Sligo Borough Council 1,424,462.77 258,885.68 
Wexford Borough Council 2,843,585.00 0 
Arklow Town Council 2,202,522.40 0 
Athlone Town Council 4,691,573.42 1,000,000.00 
Athy Town Council 57,398.63 3,679,339.22 
Ballina Town Council 511,035.22 0 
Ballinasloe Town Council 744,169.79 1,131,250.81 
Birr Town Council 950,892.00 0 
Bray Town Council 682,843.00 0 
Buncrana Town Council 178,661.15 0 
Bundoran Town Council 155,757.08 0 
Carlow Town Council 1,556,546.85 3,003,563.23 
Carrick on Suir Town Coun-
cil 

172,336.96 751,677.36 

Carrickmacross Town Coun-
cil 

19,700.01 60,135.32 

Cashel Town Council 91,050.90 104,323.32 
Castlebar Town Council 906,391.38 0 
Castleblayney Town Council 366,865.00 0 
Cavan Town Council 150,000.00 640,325.46 
Clonakilty Town Council 728,493.00 0 
Clones Town Council 30,955.00 0 
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Local Authority Current Development Levy 
Debtors 

Long Term Development 
Levy Debtors 

Cobh Town Council 164,756.00 0 
Dundalk Town Council 1,542,054.25 9,151,711.96 
Dungarvan Town Council 244,327.07 0 
Ennis Town Council 1,067,342.92 0 
Enniscorthy Town Council 160,805.00 276,412.00 
Fermoy Town Council 114,426.00 0 
Kells Town Council 118,395.83 0 
Killarney Town Council 346,138.46 0 
Kilrush Town Council 8,829.84 0 
Kinsale Town Council 291,157.00 0 
Letterkenny Town Council 833,471.24 0 
Listowel Town Council 124,014.95 0 
Longford Town Council 2,311,823.49 1,054,000.00 
Macroom Town Council 578,513.00 0 
Mallow Town Council 668,802.00 0 
Midleton Town Council 256,358.00 0 
Monaghan Town Council 1,160,101.90 71,610.00 
Naas Town Council 1,245,744.51 572,926.98 
Navan Town Council 503,100.22 0 
Nenagh Town Council 778,951.00 0 
New Ross Town Council 538,059.00 235,180.00 
Skibbereen Town Council 207,114.00 0 
Templemore Town Council 0 0 
Thurles Town Council 1,317,327.99 618,073.00 
Tipperary Town Council 490,576.81 5,849.60 
Tralee Town Council 707,133.00 0 
Trim Town Council 330,063.44 0 
Tullamore Town Council 89,394.00 59,665.20 
Westport Town Council 611,780.93 0 
Wicklow Town Council 733,069.46 0 
Youghal Town Council 391,265.00 0 
  - 438,804,210.50 312,483,594.87 

13/03/2013WRQ01450Planning Issues

13/03/2013WRQ01500138. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if his attention has been drawn to a situation occurring whereby individuals 
manipulate the planning process by constantly submitting planning objections and just before 
they are refused permission withdraw them, then resubmit them and so on in an effort to delay 
an application being formally refused; his views on this practice and also the use of the reten-
tion application in the planning process which enables persons to develop structures without 
permission and then seek to retain them; the purpose of this; if he will review its use; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13177/13]

13/03/2013WRQ01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
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ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The facility for any member of the public to participate 
in the planning process by making an observation or a submission on a planning application is 
a fundamental and long-standing feature of the planning system in this country.  In the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000 increased rights were given to third parties in that planning 
authorities are statutorily obliged to acknowledge submissions on planning applications and to 
consider those submissions before making decisions on the applications. Persons who make 
submissions are also entitled to be notified of any new information provided, and to be notified 
of the decision of the planning authority.  These increased rights were introduced in tandem 
with the €20 fee for making a submission or observation, the aim of which was to contribute to 
the increasing costs for planning authorities in administering the development consent system, 
while not discouraging public participation in the process.

In relation to planning appeals, the position is that any person who made a submission on 
the planning application may appeal the decision of a planning authority on the application to 
An Bord Pleanála, the independent statutory appeals board. There is, however, also a fee for 
making an appeal - currently €220. When an appeal is made to An Bord Pleanála any person 
may make a submission on it for a fee of €50.

It should also be noted that the Board has discretion to dismiss an appeal where it is satis-
fied the appeal is vexatious, frivolous or without substance or foundation or where the appeal 
is made with the sole intention of delaying development or of securing the payment of money, 
gifts, considerations or other inducement by any persons. Planning legislation therefore permits 
a person to make observations, or appeal the decision, in relation to any number of planning 
applications (subject of course to the payment of the appropriate fee). However I do not see that 
is any reason to amend the current provisions.

The views of third parties are part of the planning process and, in any case, are only one of 
the matters considered by a planning authority when considering the planning application. In 
making decisions on planning applications, planning authorities, and An Bord Pleanála on ap-
peal, must consider the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard 
to a number of matters including the provisions of the development plan, any submissions or 
observations received and relevant Ministerial or Government policies, including any guide-
lines issued by my Department.

In relation to retention permission, under the Planning Acts all development, unless specifi-
cally exempted under the Acts or associated Regulations, requires planning permission. Any 
development that is carried out without planning permission, or that does not comply with the 
terms of a planning permission, is unauthorised development, and may be subject to enforce-
ment action by a planning authority.  

Planning authorities have substantial enforcement powers and duties under the Planning 
Acts. A planning authority must issue a warning letter in relation to written complaints regard-
ing unauthorised development, or other unauthorised development it becomes aware of (except 
in the case of trivial or minor development). There is also a statutory obligation to carry out 
an investigation and expeditiously decide whether an enforcement notice should be issued or 
a court order should be sought, under section 160 of the 2000 Act. Where a planning authority 
establishes, following an investigation, that unauthorised development (other than development 
that is of a trivial or minor nature) has been or is being carried out, and the person who has car-
ried out the development has not proceeded to remedy the position, then the planning authority 
must issue an enforcement notice or seek a court order, unless there are compelling reasons for 
not doing so.  

An application for retention permission is required to be assessed by a planning authority 
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in the same way as any other application, that is the planning authority is required to consider 
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provisions 
of the development plan, any submissions or observations received and relevant Ministerial or 
Government policies, including any guidelines issued by my Department.

13/03/2013WRR00150Anti-Social Behaviour

13/03/2013WRR00200139. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the measures in place for residents to deal with anti-social behaviour in housing 
estates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13213/13]

13/03/2013WRR00300148. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if will clarify the proposals regarding anti-social behaviour by tenants which 
include landlords being prosecuted by the Private Residential Tenancies Board in cases when 
tenants misbehave inside or outside the property; if such proposals are to be handled as civil or 
criminal cases; if will confirm the authority of the Garda in such cases; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13389/13]

13/03/2013WRR00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 139 and 148 together. 

Housing authorities have a range of statutory housing powers to assist them in tackling anti-
social behaviour in their housing stock.  These powers include the power to refuse to allocate, or 
to refuse to sell, a dwelling to a person engaged in anti-social behaviour and the power to seek a 
court order excluding a person engaged in anti-social behaviour from entering a local authority 
dwelling or estate for a period of up to 3 years.  Each housing authority also has a statutory duty 
to adopt and review an anti-social behaviour strategy for the prevention and reduction of anti-
social behaviour in its housing stock, which must provide for co-operation with other relevant 
bodies, notably the Gardaí, who have a range of measures in place to deal with allegations of 
such behaviour generally.   

I intend to commence section 29 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 this 
year and to make the necessary regulations to give effect to the Programme for Government 
commitment to introduce probationary tenancies for all new social housing tenants, which will 
include provision for termination in the event of anti-social behaviour. 

Proposals for new housing legislation currently being developed in my Department will 
include a revised procedure to replace section 62 of the Housing Act, 1966, which will be de-
signed to enable housing authorities to recover possession of their dwellings from households 
engaged in anti-social behaviour.  I am also   examining the scope for making the excluding 
order powers of housing authorities more effective in tackling anti-social behaviour without 
having to evict entire families from their homes.  In the context of the new legislation, I am giv-
ing particular consideration to the issue of anti-social behaviour in the arrangements to be made 
for transferring responsibility for rent supplement households with an established long-term 
housing need from the Department of Social Protection to housing authorities.   

The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the tenant-landlord relationship in the private 
rented residential sector.  The Act sets out the obligations of tenants and landlords in the sector 
and the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) is the independent statutory body charged 
with the administration of the Act and the enforcement of those obligations, as necessary.   

While action to deal with anti-social behaviour is primarily a matter for An Garda Síochána 
in terms of private residential estates and complexes, under section 15 of the Residential Tenan-
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cies Act 2004 a landlord of a dwelling owes a duty to enforce the obligations of the tenant to 
each person who could be potentially affected by the breach of those obligations.   

The Act specifically prohibits a tenant in a private residential tenancy from engaging in 
anti-social behaviour in, or in the vicinity of, a dwelling to which the Act applies and allows a 
landlord to terminate any tenancy where the tenant is engaging in or allowing others to engage 
in such behaviour.  This termination is subject to a notice period of only 7 days in the case of 
serious anti-social behaviour or 28 days in the case of less serious but persistent behaviour. 

Section 77 of the Residential Tenancies Act provides that a third party who is directly and 
adversely affected by anti-social behaviour may refer a complaint to the PRTB against a land-
lord who has failed to enforce tenant obligations.  It also allows the PRTB to furnish the name 
and address of the landlord concerned to a person who proposes to make such a complaint.  
However, the third party complainant must have taken reasonable steps to resolve the matter by 
communicating or attempting to communicate with the parties to the tenancy concerned before 
referring the complaint to the PRTB.   

The effectiveness of these provisions was clearly demonstrated in a recent case taken in 
Cork against the landlord of two properties, the tenants of which were found to be engaging 
in anti-social behaviour.  A group of 13 residents took a case to the PRTB and were awarded 
combined damages of just under €30,000 against the landlord for his failure to address the be-
haviour of his tenants.   

The above provisions are being kept under review in the context of the Residential Tenan-
cies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2012, which will provide for amendments to the Residential 
Tenancies Act 2004; the Bill has recently completed second stage in the Dáil.   

  Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 132.

13/03/2013WRR00550Anti-Social Behaviour

13/03/2013WRR00600141. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government his plans to amend the legislation in relation to private rented accommodation to 
enable the Private Residential Tenancies Board to publish on their website the landlord’s name, 
in the case of all rented accommodation, thereby ensuring that landlords take more responsibil-
ity for the behaviour of their tenants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13285/13]

13/03/2013WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the tenant-
landlord relationship in the private rented residential sector.  The Act sets out the obligations of 
tenants and landlords in the sector and the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) is the 
independent statutory body charged with the administration of the Act and the enforcement of 
those obligations.   

Section 128 of the Act stipulates that the PRTB’s published register of tenancies will not 
contain any information that could disclose the identity of the landlord or of the tenant(s) of a 
particular dwelling.  I have no plans to amend the legislation in that regard. 

Section 15 of the Residential Tenancies Act provides that a landlord of a dwelling owes a 
duty to third parties to enforce the obligations of a tenant under a tenancy. Section 77 of the Act 
provides that a third party who is directly and adversely affected by the failure of a landlord to 
enforce the obligations of a tenant may refer a complaint to the PRTB against that landlord.  It 
also allows the PRTB to furnish the name and address of the landlord concerned to a person 
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who proposes to make such a complaint.  However, the third party complainant must have taken 
reasonable steps to resolve the matter by communicating or attempting to communicate with 
the parties to the tenancy concerned before referring the complaint to the PRTB.   

Breaches of tenants’ or landlords’ obligations are referred to the PRTB in the context of ap-
plications to it for its dispute resolution services.  Parties involved in a dispute can apply for ei-
ther adjudication or mediation as a means of dispute resolution.  In the event of an appeal from 
adjudication or an unsuccessful mediation the dispute will be referred to a tenancy tribunal.  
The PRTB may issue directions regarding those obligations in its Determination Orders and, in 
the event of non-compliance with the Orders, it may pursue enforcement via Court proceedings.   

13/03/2013WRR00750Local and Community Development Programme

13/03/2013WRR00800142. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when he will release the budget to the local development companies here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13288/13]

13/03/2013WRR00900147. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government when the 2013 Leader allocations will be made to the local Leader companies 
(details supplied). [13369/13]

13/03/2013WRR01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 142 and 147 together. 

My Department is responsible for a range of programmes and initiatives to support commu-
nities including the Local and Community Development Programme and the Rural Develop-
ment Programme 2007-2013.   

The Local and Community Development Programme aims to tackle poverty and social 
exclusion through partnership, and constructive engagement between Government and its agen-
cies, and people in disadvantaged communities.  It is a key tool of Government in providing 
supports for the ‘harder to reach’ in the most disadvantaged areas in society.  The Programme 
is managed by Pobal on behalf of my Department and delivered at a local level by the nation-
wide network of Local Development Companies and a small number of alternative delivery 
structures. 

To date, indicative allocations for the year and all first stage payments for 2013 have issued 
to all Local Development Companies contracted to deliver the Programme. 

In late 2011 the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding rate 
from 55% to 85% for the Axes 3 and 4 elements (LEADER) of Ireland’s Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2007-2013, thereby reducing the national exchequer input to 15% on a net 
basis for 2012 and 2013 without a concomitant increase in the amount of funding to be provided 
by the EU.  This resulted in a reduction in the overall Programme complement from €427m to 
approximately €314m on the basis of the Programme achieving full spend by the end of 2013. 

In this context the original project allocations given to each Local Development Company 
(LDC) contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP required readjustment.  My 
Department is carrying out an exercise to determine the level of project commitments across 
all LDCs and all RDP measures in order to complete the rebalancing of the programme in as 
equitable a way as possible.  In addition, given the levels of spending by the LDCs from 2009 to 
date it is very unlikely that full spend will be achieved by the end of 2013.  The co-funding rate 
will revert to 55% for all expenditure beyond the end of 2013 and as a consequence of this the 
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overall Programme requirement will also change.  Until such time as the rebalancing exercise, 
as outlined, has been satisfactorily completed, it is not possible to be definitive regarding the 
remaining funding available for project commitments under Axis 3&4 of the RDP.  I expect this 
exercise to be completed shortly.   

13/03/2013WRR01050Building Regulations

13/03/2013WRR01100143. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will consider the implementation of an independent certifier as an amend-
ment to the building control regulations as suggested by the Architects Alliance as a key means 
of preventing abuses in the building control system. [13292/13]

13/03/2013WRR01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 177 of 28 February 2013 which sets out the measures 
now being put in place to prevent the recurrence of failures that have occurred in the construc-
tion sector in recent years.  I am satisfied that the reforms proposed including the lodgement 
of drawings, inspection by registered professionals and statutory certification will result in the 
necessary improvement in the quality of buildings and ensure that homeowners in particular 
are delivered the quality homes they expect and deserve.  The new regulations also place an 
increased emphasis on reliance on competent persons – the design must be certified by a regis-
tered professional, while the building owner is required to assign a competent builder to build 
and certify the works and, also, to assign a registered professional to draw up and execute an 
appropriate inspection plan for the building concerned and to certify compliance on comple-
tion.  It is not intended to constrain the capacity of all-in service delivery models that currently 
exist in key sectors of the industry.  Enforcement powers under the Building Control Acts 1990 
to 2007 continue to be vested in the local building control authorities and it is here that indepen-
dence is required and in place. 

13/03/2013WRR01250Property Management Company Issues

13/03/2013WRR01300144. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if there is a way owners who are not directors of a management company 
may take control of their management company under the multi-unit Bill when a annual general 
meetings are not being held (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13341/13]

13/03/2013WRR01400145. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the rights owners have to records of their management company when an-
nual general meetings of the management company (details supplied) in Dublin 17 are not be-
ing held; the person to contact regarding these types of issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13342/13]

13/03/2013WRR01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 144 and 145 together. 

My Department has no function in relation to the operation of property management compa-
nies.  The Multi Unit Developments Act 2011, which falls under the remit of my colleague the 
Minister for Justice and Equality, regulates the management and operation of such companies.   
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13/03/2013WRR01550Water Services Provision

13/03/2013WRR01600146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the extent to which he or his Department has received submissions from 
Kildare County Council regarding the prioritisation of group water scheme proposals deemed 
necessary or an urgent requirement in the current year; if particular schemes have been specifi-
caly mentioned; the estimated cost; the likely number of people to benefit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13355/13]

13/03/2013WRR01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility for the administration of the Rural Water Programme, which includes 
group water schemes, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997. 

The selection, prioritisation and approval of individual scheme proposals for advancement 
and funding under the programme, within the overall priorities set by my Department and sub-
ject to the block grant allocations provided, is therefore a matter for the water services authori-
ties, Kildare County Council in this case.   

       Question No. 147 answered with Question No. 142.

  Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 139.

13/03/2013WRS00350Water Meters

13/03/2013WRS00400149. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to ensure that unemployed construction workers will be able to 
access the jobs that will be created as a result of the new water metering scheme that is being 
introduced nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13392/13]

13/03/2013WRS00500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question Nos. 346 and 355 of 5 March 2013 which sets out the 
position in relation to employment opportunities arising from the metering programme.   

13/03/2013WRS00550Local Authority Services

13/03/2013WRS00600150. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will list the estates taken in charge in each local authority area during the pe-
riod 1992 to 2012; and if he will list the estates that have been constructed since 1992 that have 
not been taken in charge. [13400/13]

13/03/2013WRS00700151. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will list the foul effluent pumping stations in each local authority that have 
been taken in charge singe 1992; and to list those that have not been taken in charge. [13401/13]

13/03/2013WRS00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 150 and 151 together. 

The information sought is not available in my Department.   
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13/03/2013WRS00850Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

13/03/2013WRS00900152. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will list the communities outside urban centres for which a feasibility study 
had been completed or other planning has been initiated for a waste water treatment plant. 
[13402/13]

13/03/2013WRS01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Water Services Investment Programme 2010 - 2013, a copy of which is available in 
the Oireachtas Library, contains a comprehensive list of all proposed new wastewater services 
infrastructure throughout the country. As part of the development of the Programme, local au-
thorities carried out assessments of needs in 2009, to review and prioritise their proposals for 
new capital works, including wastewater treatment requirements, in their areas. 

The feasibility of, and other planning decisions for, the construction of wastewater treat-
ment plants other than those listed in the current programme are matters for the relevant local 
authority.   

13/03/2013WRS01050Water Meters

13/03/2013WRS01100153. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will review the tendering process for the installation of water 
meters to residential properties; his views on whether the work is suited to smaller contractors 
rather than the larger construction firms who are more focused on projects that require high 
capital investment in plant and so on; his views on whether, by altering the tender entry criteria, 
one must have a turnover of at least €400,000 for the last three years, to suit the smaller contrac-
tor or trades man, the work could be made available to those who have been hardest hit from 
the downturn in construction; if he will review the situation regarding a small contractor (de-
tails supplied) in County Roscommon and use his situation as a template for hundreds of other 
similar contractors who would benefit from an adjustment in the entry criteria for tendering for 
the work of water meter installation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13408/13]

13/03/2013WRS01200Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 219 of 27 February 2013, which sets out the position 
in relation to the tender criteria for the procurement process for the metering programme.   

13/03/2013WRS01250Rural Development Programme

13/03/2013WRS01300154. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the will list the number of Leader programmes both at group level and 
national level; the cost involved in operating each programme; the number of staff involved in 
administering each programme; the total aggregated spend on salaries; the total number of staff 
earning more than €80,000 per annum broken down by each programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13410/13]

13/03/2013WRS01400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): There is one single Rural Development Programme (RDP) at a national level for the 
period 2007 – 2013 . My Department is the responsible Department for the delivery of the Axes 
3 and 4 elements (LEADER) and , in line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach to rural development, 
there are 35 Local Action Groups (LAGs) contracted by my Department to deliver the LEAD-
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ER elements throughout the eligible rural areas of the country.   

The 35 LAGs are the principal decision-makers in relation to the allocation of project fund-
ing and such decisions are made in the context of the local development strategy of the indi-
vidual groups in line with Departmental operating rules and EU regulations. There is a total 
fund of €314m available for allocation to qualifying projects up to the end of 2013. 

Under the regulatory framework of the RDP a maximum of 20% of the fund can be spent to 
support the administration and running costs of the LAGs in implementing the RDP measures 
over the life of the programme. In addition funding is also available to the LAGs to carry out an-
imation activities which can also involve the payment of staff salaries and other ancillary costs. 

The nature of the RDP requires more intensive expenditure in the early part of the program-
ming period on the running cost and animation elements of the programme. This is primarily 
due to the intensive efforts that are required by LAGs in order to support the capacity building 
and development of communities to avail of project funding. This type of support tends to de-
crease significantly as the programme matures. 

Again in line with the ‘bottom-up’ approach my Department has no remit in relation to LAG 
staff salaries or numbers. It is a matter for the Board of each LAG, based on its Local Develop-
ment Strategy, to deliver the Programme within the limits allowed. 

The table sets out the amounts claimed by each LAG in relation to administration and ani-
mation funding up to 31 December 2012 and includes all salary and overhead costs that are 
relevant to the RDP.

Name Administration 
Funding 

Animation Funding Total

Avondhu Blackwater 
Partnership Ltd.

€823,552 €346,491 €1,170,043

Ballyhoura Develop-
ment Ltd.

€1,430,373 €477,762 €1,908,136

Carlow County De-
velopment Partner-
ship Ltd

€1,035,339 €190,595 €1,225,934

Cavan-Monaghan 
LEADER

€1,303,454 €199,700 €1,503,154

Cill Dara Ar Aghaidh 
Teo

€1,189,090 €439,647 €1,628,737

Clare Local Devel-
opment Company 
Ltd.

€1,397,988 €481,496 €1,879,485

Co Kilkenny LEAD-
ER Partnership

€1,133,516 €457,813 €1,591,329

Co Wicklow Com-
munity Partnership

€1,049,466 €226,253 €1,275,719

Co. Sligo LEADER 
Partnership Com-
pany Ltd

€843,777 €405,391 €1,249,169

Comhar na nOileáin 
Teoranta

€573,554 €209,806 €783,360
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Name Administration 
Funding 

Animation Funding Total

Donegal Local De-
velopment Company 
Ltd.

€1,280,997 €404,223 €1,685,220

Fingal LEADER 
Partnership Co.

€731,214 €132,247 €863,461

FORUM Connemara 
Ltd.

€948,263 €13,109 €961,372

Galway Rural Devel-
opment Company

€1,353,406 €236,615 €1,590,021

Inishowen Develop-
ment Partnership

€827,619 €151,098 €978,717

IRD Duhallow Ltd. €986,041 €369,750 €1,355,791
Laois Community 
and Enterprise Dev

€1,109,637 €60,111 €1,169,748

Leitrim Integrated 
Development Co Ltd

€1,160,411 €196,957 €1,357,368

Longford Commu-
nity Resources Ltd

€758,721 €189,591 €948,313

Louth LEADER 
Partnership

€1,061,157 €79,650 €1,140,806

Mayo North East 
LEADER Partner-
ship Co.

€1,133,719 €124,490 €1,258,208

Meath Commu-
nity Rural and Social 
Dev.

€1,462,190 €365,518 €1,827,708

Meitheal Forbartha 
na Gaeltachta

€1,284,089 €119,619 €1,403,709

North East Kerry 
LEADER Partner-
ship Teo

€1,201,802 €216,087 €1,417,889

North Tipperary 
LEADER Partner-
ship

€1,079,520 €108,987 €1,188,508

Offaly Integrated 
Local Dev Co. Ltd.

€904,263 €440,198 €1,344,462

Roscommon Inte-
grated Development 
Company

€1,064,942 €562,693 €1,627,635

South and East Cork 
Area Dev Ltd.

€936,820 €357,466 €1,294,286

South Kerry Devel-
opment Ltd.

€1,509,072 €180,797 €1,689,869

South Tipperary Lo-
cal Development Co 
Ltd

€1,134,686 €110,715 €1,245,400
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Name Administration 
Funding 

Animation Funding Total

South West Mayo 
Development Com-
pany Ltd

€1,054,302 €501,455 €1,555,758

Waterford LEADER 
Partnership Ltd.

€1,253,769 €153,759 €1,407,528

West Cork Develop-
ment Partnership 
Ltd.

€1,374,847 €526,127 €1,900,974

West Limerick Re-
sources Ltd

€1,158,994 €206,464 €1,365,458

Westmeath Com-
munity Development 
Ltd

€871,280 €475,425 €1,346,705

Wexford Local De-
velopment

€1,098,398 €301,673 €1,400,071

Total €49,540,049

13/03/2013WRT00150Care of the Elderly

13/03/2013WRT00200155. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in relation to the community support for the elderly grant aid package, if 
consideration will be given towards encouraging persons to install carbon monoxide detectors; 
if such detectors could be included in the seniors alert scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13431/13]

13/03/2013WRT00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Seniors Alert Scheme provides grant assistance towards the purchase and installation 
of equipment to enable older persons, without sufficient means, to continue to live securely 
in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind.  The Scheme provides for 
Monitored Personal Alarms for persons over 65 years of age living on their own or with other 
qualifying persons. In the current economic climate, my Department’s priority is to continue 
to provide for the maximum number of personal monitored alarms to as many older persons as 
possible in 2013. I have no plans at present to extend the measure to carbon monoxide monitors.

13/03/2013WRT00350Garda Investigations

13/03/2013WRT00400156. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
information on a person (details supplied). [13181/13]

13/03/2013WRT00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities on the matters raised by the Deputy. I will contact the Deputy directly 
when the report is to hand.

13/03/2013WRT00550Garda Resources

13/03/2013WRT00600157. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
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provide figures detailing the budget for each Garda division superintendent in the State in each 
of the past four years plus the allocation for 2013; if he will provide a consolidated figure in 
respect of same for each Garda region over the same period; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13206/13]

13/03/2013WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have sought the relevant in-
formation from the Garda authorities and I will communicate further with the Deputy in relation 
to the matters he has raised.

13/03/2013WRT00750Citizenship Applications

13/03/2013WRT00800158. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision 
will issue on an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Offaly. [13276/13]

13/03/2013WRT00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Officials in the Citizenship 
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) inform me that there is 
no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question.  Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, 
provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate 
of naturalisation provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled. The conditions are that the 
applicant must

- be of full age

- be of good character

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
total residence in the State amounting to four years

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation

- have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows-

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.

A foreign national who is married to, or is the Civil Partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law.  Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
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cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Act 1956 as amended.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases 
may be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been spe-
cifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases 
to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions 
process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response 
from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/03/2013WRT00950Garda Investigations

13/03/2013WRT01000159. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
an independent inquiry into the death of Father Niall Molloy in Clara, County Offaly, in 1985; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13287/13]

13/03/2013WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that the examination surrounding the circumstances of the death of Father Niall 
Molloy is almost complete and that a report of this examination will be submitted to the Com-
missioner in the coming weeks.  Upon receipt of a report from the Commissioner I will review 
the situation.  I understand that the officers carrying out the examination are continuing to keep 
the family members of the deceased updated on progress.  While I fully appreciate the concerns 
of the family, in any case where criminal behaviour is suspected it is only through a Garda in-
vestigation, and where evidence of criminal wrongdoing is available through the submission of 
a file by the Gardaí to the Director of Public Prosecutions, that persons can be brought fully to 
account.  Therefore, I hope that the Deputy will agree that, in the first instance, we need to allow 
the present Garda examination to proceed to its conclusion.

13/03/2013WRT01150Removal Orders

13/03/2013WRT01200160. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cir-
cumstances under which a removal order may be made against an EU citizen; if he will pro-
vide a breakdown by nationality for each of the past three years of EU citizens against whom 
removal orders were made; the number against whom exclusion orders were made; the number 
of those who were serving custodial sentences in this jurisdiction when those orders were made; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13293/13]

13/03/2013WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The European Communities 
(Free Movement of Persons) Regulation 2006 were transposed into Irish Law under S.I. No. 
656 of 2006 and came into force on 1 January 2007. Applications in accordance with Regula-
tion 20 of the SI for the issuance of Removal Orders in respect of EU citizens are made in writ-
ing to my Department by An Garda Síochána.

The following is a breakdown by nationality of  Removal Orders made against EU citizens.  
In 2010, a total of 69 Removal Orders were made - Belgium 1, Estonia 6, Germany  1, Hungary 
1, Latvia 6, Lithuania 13, Poland 10, Portugal 1, Romania  28, and Slovakia  2.  In 2011 a total 
of 34 Removal Orders were made - Czech Republic 2, Holland 2, Greece 1, Latvia 3, Lithuania 
11, Poland 8, Romania  5 and Slovakia 2.  Last year a total of 82 Removal Orders were made - 
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Czech Republic 3, Holland 1, Germany  2, Italy 1, Latvia 11, Lithuania 17, Poland 24, Portugal 
1, Romania 18 and  Spain 4.

A total of 9 persons serving custodial sentences had Removal Orders made against them 
in 2010 with 15 persons in 2011 and  43 persons in 2012.  An individual who has a Removal 
Order made against them cannot re-enter or seek to re-enter the State during the valid  period 
of that Order. However as an EU citizen they retain the right to move freely and reside within 
another EU member state for that period.  For the sake of completeness I should also add that in 
late 2012 one person from the Czech Republic who was serving a custodial sentence and who 
was transferred to the Czech Republic under the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act was also 
subject to an Exclusion Order.  The person concerned is required to remain outside the State on 
a permanent basis.

13/03/2013WRT01350Prison Visiting Committees Appointments

13/03/2013WRT01400161. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the names of mem-
bers of each prison visiting committee; when each person was appointed; when his or her term 
expires; the number of vacant positions on each committee at present; the way he proposes to 
fill these vacancies; if he will advertise these publicly; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13294/13]

13/03/2013WRT01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Visiting Committee members 
are appointed for a period of three years by the Minister for Justice and Equality under the 
Prisons (siting Committees) Act 1925 and Prisons (siting Committees) Order 1925.  There are 
fourteen Prison siting Committees in existence - one for each institution.  Each siting Commit-
tee comprises no more than six members, and only suitable people with appropriate qualifica-
tions and a genuine interest in prison issues are appointed.   There are currently 18 vacancies 
which I am in the process of filling.  Details on membership for each Committee are set out in 
the following tables.

The Government has approved the drafting of a General Scheme of an Inspection of Places 
of Detention Bill, which will include provisions to make siting Committees more effective, 
while they continue their role of visiting prisons, meeting with prisoners, and liaising on their 
behalf with prison authorities.  A link will be established between the siting Committees and the 
Inspector of Prisons. As part of these plans, it is intended to expand the role of the Inspector of 
Prisons.  I believe this will greatly enhance the Inspector’s independent oversight of the prison 
system.  Subject to competing legislative priorities, it is expected that the General Scheme 
will be published early this year.  When work on preparation of the General Scheme has been 
completed, I will be seeking Government approval for its publication to facilitate a consultation 
process in advance of drafting and publication of the Bill.    

LIST OF CURRENT PRISON VISITING COMMITTEE VACANCIES

Prison / Place of Detention Current membership No. of appointments re-
quired for figure of six on 
each committee (Vacancies)

Arbour Hill   5   1
Castlerea   3     3
Cloverhill  2   4
Cork   4   2
Dóchas   5   1



Questions - Written Answers

664

Prison / Place of Detention Current membership No. of appointments re-
quired for figure of six on 
each committee (Vacancies)

Limerick   6         0
Loughan House   6        0
Midlands   6          0
Mountjoy   4          2
Portlaoise   4           2
Shelton Abbey   4   2
St. Patrick’s   5           1
Training Unit   6           0 
Wheatfield   6           0
TOTAL  66 18

LIST OF VISITING COMMITTEE MEMBERS (12 MARCH, 2013)

Prison Member Appointment date Expiry date
Arbour Hill Prison Rita Hayes Abdullah 

Bulbulia Wilhelmina 
Daly Paddy Murray 
Angela O’Connor

23.01.12 
23.01.12
23.01.12
28.03.12
26.10.12

22.01.15
22.01.15
22.01.15
27.03.15
25.10.15

Castlerea Prison Michael NevinEddie 
BradyMartin Daly

28.03.12
22.10.12
22.10.12

27.03.15
21.10.15
21.10.15

Cloverhill Prison Margaret Downey-
Fintan Hudson

12.03.13
12.03.13

11.03.16
11.03.16

Cork Prison Donie 
O’KeeffeDermot 
O’ConnellMary 
LoughnaneTomas 
Ryan

08.07.10
23.01.12
23.01.12
22.10.12

07.07.13
22.01.15
22.01.15
21.10.15

Dóchas Centre Noel Cloak  Bernie 
DonnellyMary El-
liottRuth Gallagher-
Anne Delaney

23.01.12
23.01.12
23.01.12
22.10.12
26.10.12

22.01.15
22.01.15
22.01.15
21.10.15
25.10.15

Limerick Prison Maria GormanVal 
Rooney   Mary Pren-
dergast  John Hig-
gins Patricia McCar-
thyJames Houlihan

21.04.10
23.01.12
15.02.12
20.02.12
28.03.12
26.10.12

20.04.13
22.01.15
14.02.15
19.02.15
27.03.15
25.10.15
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Prison Member Appointment date Expiry date
Loughan House 
Place of Detention

Francis Mc-
DermottGerry 
O’ConnorKathleen 
RicheyAndrew 
CullenPatrick 
BoylePeter Cutliffe

08.06.10
24.06.10
23.01.12
23.01.12
23.01.12
03.12.12

07.06.13
23.06.13
22.01.15
22.01.15
22.01.15
02.12.15

Midlands Prison John CroninBrigid 
TeefyColm Wiley-
Paddy BolandNuala 
HalpinColette Fen-
nelly

01.05.10
01.05.10
01.05.10
15.05.10
08.11.10
08.10.12

30.04.13
30.04.13
30.04.13
14.05.13
07.11.13
07.10.15

Mountjoy Prison Liam HoganStephen 
LangtonJoe Aher-
neTom Crean

09.01.11
10.01.11
23.01.12
03.12.12

08.01.14
09.01.14
22.01.15
02.12.15

Portlaoise Prison Anne TurleyEi-
lis CrokeBrian 
O’NeilMargaret 
Guijt-Lawlor

11.04.10
08.07.10
26.10.12
03.12.12

10.04.13
07.07.13
25.10.15
02.12.15

Shelton Abbey Place 
of Detention

Gerry DelaneyTho-
mas Gregan Marga-
ret Short  Richard 
Codd 

23.01.02
15.02.12
15.02.12
21.02.12

22.01.15
14.02.15
14.02.15
20.02.15

St. Patrick’s Institu-
tion

Yvonne Ní 
MhurchúDenis Mur-
phySean LyonsEm-
ma MuldowneyNiall 
Counihan  

02.05.10
23.01.12
23.01.12
23.01.12
15.02.12

01.05.13
22.01.15
22.01.15
22.01.15
14.02.15

Training Unit Place 
of Detention

Thomas TwomeySa-
die Jordan   Fintan 
KellyDeirdre Ken-
neallyNoel Turley-
Patrick Holton

01.05.10
23.01.12
23.01.12
23.01.12
23.01.12
14.01.13

30.04.13
22.01.15
22.01.15
22.01.15
22.01.15
13.01.16

Wheatfield Prison John O’NeillStewart 
StephensBetty 
GleesonKathleen 
Gill  Brenda Coyne-
Anne Carter

14.01.11
23.01.12
22.02.12
28.03.12
26.10.12
03.12.12

13.01.14
22.01.15
21.02.15
27.03.15
25.10.15
02.02.15

  

13/03/2013WRT01550Citizenship Applications

13/03/2013WRT01600162. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will expedite 
an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13298/13]

13/03/2013WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Citizen-
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ship Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for 
a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in January, 
2013.  The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character 
and lawful residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  As the processing requirements and time taken to complete necessary 
checks vary from case to case, it is not possible to provide a specific date for determination of 
an individual application.  As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the 
granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step 
for the State which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at 
European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve 
the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/03/2013WRU00150Garda Recruitment

13/03/2013WRU00200163. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the maximum age limit for entry to An Garda Síochána and recruitment into the force this 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13335/13]

13/03/2013WRU00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Admission as a trainee Garda 
is contingent on the prospective applicant being under 35 years of age. There are no plans to 
change this at the present time.

13/03/2013WRU00350Garda Vetting of Personnel

13/03/2013WRU00400164. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
to sign a commencement order for the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Per-
sons) Act 2012 and if all sections of the Act will be commenced simultaneously; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13344/13]

13/03/2013WRU00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am currently in consultation 
with other Departments with a view to determining the appropriate date to commence the Act. 
I will make a further announcement about the commencement once the appropriate date has 
been determined.

13/03/2013WRU00550Garda Vetting Applications

13/03/2013WRU00600165. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the type of infor-
mation disclosed on an application for Garda vetting and specifically if it is only convictions 
which are disclosed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13345/13]
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13/03/2013WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda Vetting Disclosures 
are made to registered organisations following the signed authorisation of a vetting subject 
permitting the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) to disclose to the registered organisation 
a statement that there are no convictions recorded against them in the State or elsewhere, or a 
statement of all convictions and /or prosecutions successful or not, pending or completed, in the 
State or elsewhere as the case may be.  It is, of course, a matter for the registered organisation 
to make decisions on the suitability of persons.

13/03/2013WRU00750Court Procedures

13/03/2013WRU00800166. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is possible for 
victims to receive a copy of the book of evidence or of trial transcripts following the conclusion 
of the trial process. [13346/13]

13/03/2013WRU00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with the Court 
Officers Act, 1926 all documents and papers lodged in court in relation to or in the course of 
a hearing are held by or at the order and disposal of the presiding judge.  It is therefore a mat-
ter for the courts as to whether a book of evidence or a transcript (where such exists) may be 
provided to any person.  The Deputy will appreciate that judges are independent in the exercise 
of their judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution and the law and I have no function 
in the matter.

13/03/2013WRU00950Witness Security Programme

13/03/2013WRU01000167. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocated to the Garda witness protection programme for the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13379/13]

13/03/2013WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The budget allocated to the 
Witness Security Programme as reflected in the Appropriation Accounts for the years 2009 - 
2012 is set out in the table.

Year Estimate Provision
2009 €0.498 million
2010 €0.700 million
2011 €0.700 million
2012 €1.198 million

The provision for 2013 is expected to be the same as 2012.

The Garda Síochána operates a Witness Security Programme to respond to attempts by 
criminal and other groups to prevent the normal functioning of the criminal justice system, 
including threats of violence and systematic intimidation of witnesses.  By virtue of the highly 
confidential nature of the Programme and the need to maintain the protection of persons in that 
Programme, it is not the policy nor would it be appropriate to detail the specifics of its opera-
tion.  I can say, however, that it is being operated in a significant number of cases and it has 
proven its worth over the years in helping to secure the conviction of very serious organised 
crime leaders.
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13/03/2013WRU01150Garda Transport

13/03/2013WRU01200168. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
and type of Garda vehicles actively available to gardaí in the R and J districts at present; the 
number and type of Garda vehicles actively available to these districts in each year over the past 
three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13380/13]

13/03/2013WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner. Respon-
sibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to 
the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational 
circumstances.

The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-allocating ve-
hicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is 
essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy is as 
detailed in the following table:

Area Cars/Vans     Year Year Other Year Year
- 11/03/13 2012 2011 11/03/13 2012 2011
R District 30 30 29 0 0 1
J District 17 18 19 1 1 2

  

13/03/2013WRU01350Court Orders

13/03/2013WRU01400169. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to allegations of a miscarriage of justice in respect of a person (details supplied); 
the position regarding an application for legal aid under section 2 of the Criminal Procedure Act 
1993; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13399/13]

13/03/2013WRU01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): An application to the Court 
may be made, in certain circumstances, under section 2 of the Criminal Procedure Act 1993 for 
an order quashing a conviction or reviewing a sentence.  I have no function in relation to such 
matters.  Similarly, the consideration of applications for legal aid is a matter for the courts.

13/03/2013WRU01550Overseas Missions

13/03/2013WRU01600170. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Defence when Irish troops will be sent to 
Mali; and the role they will perform. [8852/13]

13/03/2013WRU01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter):  On 26 February 2013, the Government ap-
proved the deployment of approximately eight (8) members of the Permanent Defence Force 
to the EU Training Mission in Mali (EUTM Mali), which has been authorised by the United 
Nations under UN Security Council Resolution 2071 (2012), to provide military training to the 
Malian Armed Forces.     

The Irish personnel to be deployed to EUTM Mali have completed their pre-deployment 
training. The exact date of the Irish deployment to Mali is yet to be confirmed. However, we 
expect this date to be confirmed by the European Union on 15 March 2013. It is expected that 
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Irish personnel will deploy into the mission area circa 23 March 2013. 

The Irish contribution to the mission will comprise three (3) officers and five (5) Non com-
missioned officers. One (1) Staff Officer will deploy to the Mission Headquarters in Bamako 
and another to the training camp Headquarters in Koulikoro. The remaining six (6) person-
nel who constitute the Defence Forces training team will also deploy to the training camp in 
Koulikoro and will form part of a joint infantry training team with the United Kingdom armed 
forces.

13/03/2013WRV00050Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

13/03/2013WRV00100171. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a person (details supplied) in County Cork will recieve their REP scheme 4 payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13166/13]

13/03/2013WRV00200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first two years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to 
be completed before any payments can issue.  Following an on-farm inspection on 9 Novem-
ber 2010 my Department decided to reject the REPS Agri-environmental Plan of the person 
mentioned due to non- compliances associated with Measure 3, the requirement to Protect and 
Maintain Watercourses, Waterbodies and Wells.  The person named appealed the decision to my 
Department on 24 February 2011 and the decision was upheld.  The person named subsequently 
appealed the decision to the Agriculture Appeal’s Office.  Following an Oral Hearing on the 23 
May 2012, the Agriculture Appeals Office decided to partially allow the appeal based on the es-
tablishment in May 2011 of new facilities.  The decision provides for the imposition of a 100% 
penalty in respect of 2010, a partial payment in 2011 and full payment of entitlement under the 
scheme in 2012.  The outstanding payments will issue shortly.

13/03/2013WRV00250Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

13/03/2013WRV00300172. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
agri-environment options scheme payment 2012 will issue in respect of a person (detail sup-
plied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13182/13]

13/03/2013WRV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,060.93 issued in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  Payments in respect of the 
2012 Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes 
verification of capital investment through checks on receipts.  These checks have been success-
fully completed and full payment totalling €3,575.11 issued in respect of the 2012 scheme year 
– 75% payment issued on 6 March and the balancing 25% payment issued on 7 March 2013.
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13/03/2013WRV00450Special Areas of Conservation Designation

13/03/2013WRV00500173. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the appropriate assessment against pre-determined conservation objectives will take 
place within Galway Bay, Kinvara Bay, and Clarinbridge Bay, as such assessments are needed 
in order that additional oyster licences may be granted in view of the fact that these bays have 
been designated as special areas of conservation; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
there is enormous potential in this industry for export and value-added production; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13215/13]

13/03/2013WRV00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Galway Bay 
is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive and a Special 
Protection Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 sites).  The European Court of Jus-
tice declared in case C418/04 that, by failing to take all the measures necessary to comply with 
Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 (Habitats Directive) in respect of authorisation of aquaculture 
programmes, Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations under that Directive.  In the negotiations 
to address the judgment a process was agreed with the European Commission which would lead 
to full compliance by Ireland with the relevant EU Directives.  This process includes the fol-
lowing steps: a detailed data collection in 91 Bays/Estuaries; detailed analysis of raw data col-
lected; setting of Conservation Objectives by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
in respect of each site; carrying out Appropriate Assessments of each licence application/fishery 
plan against the detailed Conservation Objectives set, and determination of Licences/Fisheries 
on the basis of the Appropriate Assessment and other relevant factors.

My Department has been working closely with the Marine Institute, BIM, and NPWS to 
achieve full compliance through a multi-annual work programme.  A key factor of this Work 
Programme is the identification of prioritised bays based on the number of aquaculture sites, 
the ready availability of scientific data and other factors.  Conservation Objectives have been 
set for Galway Bay complex SAC and Inner Galway Bay SPA.  The next step in the process is 
the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment by the Marine Institute.  This is being progressed 
taking account of the need to facilitate the use of scientific and other resources on a flexible 
basis across the full range of bays.

13/03/2013WRV00650Single Payment Scheme Appeals

13/03/2013WRV00700174. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on an appeal lodged with the single payment unit in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in deciding this appeal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13232/13]

13/03/2013WRV00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has no record of receiving an appeal from the person named.  This option, however, re-
mains open and if the person concerned wishes to pursue it, the appeal (including its basis) can 
be lodged in writing with my Department (Government Offices, Portlaoise).

13/03/2013WRV00850Single Payment Scheme

13/03/2013WRV00900175. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total amount of livestock recorded by his Department or his agents on all farms in receipt of 
a single farm payment of less than €50 per ha; the total amount of livestock recorded by his 
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Department or agents on all farms in receipt of a single farm payment of more than €1,000 per 
ha. [13279/13]

13/03/2013WRV01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The data 
sought is being compiled and collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy immediately 
it is available.

13/03/2013WRV01050Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

13/03/2013WRV01100176. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding a REP scheme 2012 payment in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13286/13]

13/03/2013WRV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in January 2009 and received payments for the first three years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check an 
area discrepancy was discovered between the Single Farm Payment Scheme application for 
2012 and the REPS Agri-Environmental Plan which has resulted in the need for further clarifi-
cation.  This issue is currently being investigated with the intention of an early resolution and 
payment in respect of 2012.

13/03/2013WRV01250Fishing Industry Development

13/03/2013WRV01300177. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
initiatives his Department is taking to develop and expand the oyster and shellfish industries 
here, with particular emphasis on the potential to generate significant exports of value-added 
products, and also with regard to the income that this industry can provide to costal communi-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13291/13]

13/03/2013WRV01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The seafood 
sector has very significant potential to grow revenues and employment in the coming years.  
I have on many previous occasions referred to my commitment to ensure that the maximum 
number of jobs are created and maintained in the seafood industry.  Both Food Harvest 2020 
and Action Plan for Jobs 2012 recognise that most of the potential for increased employment in 
the seafood industry is in the areas of processing and aquaculture.  Food Harvest 2020 aims to 
increase employment in the seafood sector as a whole, from the present approximately 11,000 
to 14,000 by 2020 and to increase turnover from €700 million to €1 billion.  The two targets 
are part of the same ambition to grow the seafood industry and its contribution to our economy.  
The EU co-funded Seafood Development Programme 2007-2013 provides a wide range of sup-
ports for the development of the seafood industry.  These measures are intended to assist the 
industry in achieving the potential identified in Food Harvest 2020.

An Bord Iascaigh Mhara will shortly be advertising a call for applications under the Com-
mercial Aquaculture Development Scheme and the Seafood Processing Business Investment 
Scheme.  Grants of up to 40% will be available in 2013 under the aquaculture scheme to op-
erators in either the shellfish or whitefish sectors of the aquaculture industry to develop and 
sustainably grow their operations.  The scheme is subject to certain restrictions on operators 
located in Natura 2000 protected sites and operators in the salmon farming sector.  I have made 
available some €2.5 million for this scheme in 2013.  The processing sector has been recog-
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nised as a high growth area of the seafood industry.  CSO figures show that seafood exports 
were valued at €495 million in 2012, an increase of 18% over 2011.  Grants of up to 30% will 
be available in 2013 under the processing scheme to seafood processing companies seeking to 
modernise and grow their businesses through investments in value added production.  This is 
a premium of 10% over that available under the scheme to primary processors and will target 
funds at those firms maximising the value of raw material, including wild and farmed shellfish.  
I have made available some €2.5 million for this scheme in 2013.

13/03/2013WRV01450Departmental Investigations

13/03/2013WRV01500178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
any complaints have been lodged with his Department in the past two years in relation to the 
conduct of a society (details supplied); the action taken on foot of such complaints; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13306/13]

13/03/2013WRV01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Matters be-
tween an organisation approved to maintain a studbook under Commission Decision 92/353/
EEC and my Department are confidential and therefore it would be inappropriate to comment 
on individual cases.

13/03/2013WRW00150Departmental Investigations

13/03/2013WRW00200179. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
any complaints have been made in relation to the conduct of a society (details supplied) in the 
in the past two years; the nature of such complaints; if any investigations have been carried out 
in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13307/13]

13/03/2013WRW00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Matters be-
tween the organisation referred to by the Deputy and my Department are confidential and there-
fore it would be inappropriate to comment on individual cases. 

13/03/2013WRW00350Horse Passports

13/03/2013WRW00400180. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of complaints that were received by him regarding horse breeding associations or so-
cieties that have a right to issue passports for horses in the past two years; the nature of these 
complaints; the investigations set up by him to investigate such complaints; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13309/13]

13/03/2013WRW00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Matters be-
tween horse breeding associations or societies that have a right to issue passports for horses and 
my Department are confidential and it would be inappropriate to comment on individual cases. 
However, the policy of my Department is to immediately investigate all written complaints, 
including, where appropriate, by the Special Investigation Unit of my Department. 

13/03/2013WRW00550Horse Passports

13/03/2013WRW00600181. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
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will list all of the horse breeding associations and societies that have the right to issue passports; 
the controls imposed by his Department on these societies; if any of these societies have been 
suspended in the past two years from issuing passports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13310/13]

13/03/2013WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The list of 
Passport Issuing Organisations approved to issue equine passports in respect of equines eligible 
for entry in studbooks is as follows:

Weatherby’s Ireland GSB Limited

Horse Sport Ireland

Irish Pony Society

Connemara Pony Breeder’s Society

Irish Piebald & Skewbald Association

Kerry Bog Pony Co-op Society

Irish Appaloosa Association

Warmblood Studbook of Ireland

The Passport Issuing Organisations approved to issue passports for equines which are ineli-
gible for entry into one of the studbooks are Horse Sport Ireland, Horse Passport Agency Ltd 
and Irish Piebald & Skewbald Association.

The Passport Issuing Organisation operate under the provisions set out in EU and national 
legislation including Commission Regulation 504/2008 and S.I. No. 357 of 2011 - European 
Communities (Equine) Regulations 2011 (as amended).  

The Department revoked approvals granted to one Passport Issuing Organisations in 2012.

13/03/2013WRW00750Turbary Rights

13/03/2013WRW00800182. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
basis on which purchases of turbary rights in an area (details supplied) in County Roscommon 
were selected; if it was by open tender or by other means; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13311/13]

13/03/2013WRW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The disposal 
of the three turbary right plots recently advertised in the townland and estate mentioned in the 
question was done on the basis of a disposal scheme drawn up in 1994. For various reasons this 
scheme was not proceeded with at the time. My Department is now in a position to proceed and 
has advertised the intended sale in accordance with subsection 3 of section 8 of the Irish Land 
Commission (Dissolution) Act 1992, which was brought into operation on 31 March 1999.

13/03/2013WRW00950Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

13/03/2013WRW01000183. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite a decision on a disadvantaged area scheme appeal in respect of a person (details 
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supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13347/13]

13/03/2013WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named is one of a number of applicants under the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, whose 
cases are impacted by the requirement of a minimum stocking density of 0.3 livestock units per 
forage hectare and who applied for and were refused derogation in this regard.  

The applicant subsequently availed of the option to appeal to the independently chaired 
DAS Appeals Committee. The Committee has adjudicated on this appeal and the person con-
cerned has been notified of the successful outcome.  This enabled processing of the application 
to be finalised and payment will issue shortly to the nominated bank account.

13/03/2013WRW01150Farm Safety

13/03/2013WRW01200184. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the extent, if any, to which the use of gypsum for animal bedding is controlled or banned 
throughout the EU and this jurisdiction, having particular regard to damage cause by the pro-
duction of hydrogen sulphite when allowed into slurry storage tanks or anaerrobic situations; if 
cognissance has been taken of loss of life situations in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13354/13]

13/03/2013WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised 
that use of gypsum as a bedding material is a recent development but that only a very small 
number of farmers are using it with lime and sawdust more commonly used as bedding material 
for cubicle beds for Dairy and Suckler cows.

Slurry is an inherently dangerous material that produces toxic gasses including hydrogen 
sulphide particularly during agitation.  The addition of gypsum to slurry has the potential to 
increase the toxic gas levels, but all slurry is highly dangerous and must be handled with great 
caution.  My Department is currently examining the potential of the use of gypsum to increase 
the level of hydrogen sulphide production in slurry.  

Other jurisdictions are also currently evaluating the use of gypsum as a bedding material 
with research being carried out in the United Kingdom.  It is expected that this research will be 
completed by the end of the year. 

My Department has been in contact with the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) and Teagasc 
and will consider what action, if any, may be necessary.

Farm safety is a number one priority and my Department works closely with the HSA on 
farm safety issues.  My Department is represented on the Farm Safety Partnership Advisory 
Committee which includes representatives from the HSA, Teagasc, IFA, ICMSA amongst oth-
ers. 

My Department has issued guidance on the safe handling of slurry and this should be fol-
lowed at all times.  Slurry should only be agitated from a point outside of the animal house, with 
all of the animals removed from the house, all doors and vents fully opened, and on a breezy 
day.  Further, for best practice, operators should also stand back from tank while the tank is be-
ing agitated as toxic gasses will be released during the agitation of any slurry.13/03/
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2013WRW01350Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

13/03/2013WRW01400185. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will expedite the grant payment for REP scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13356/13]

13/03/2013WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in December 2008 and received payments for the first four years 
of their contract.

REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and is sub-
ject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications to be 
completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed for 2012 
in this case and the 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €1700.44 issued for payment on 12th   
March 2013. The remaining 25% Year 5 balancing payment will issue shortly.

13/03/2013WRW01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

13/03/2013WRW01600186. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide detailed information in relation to the average production per hectare, based 
on organic nitrogen usage for farmers who are receiving single payments of less than €250 per 
hectare; between €250 per hectare and €350 per hectare; between €350 per hectare and €450 per 
hectare; between €450 per hectare and €500 per hectare and more than €500 per hectare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13387/13]

13/03/2013WRW01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is not pos-
sible to provide the details sought within the available timescale.  The information, will be 
provided to the Deputy, insofar as possible, when it is available.

13/03/2013WRX00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

13/03/2013WRX00200187. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the agri-environment options scheme 2 payment will commence; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13388/13]

13/03/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 
EU Regulations governing the Agri-environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  

Payments for the AEOS 2 2012 applications year have commenced and all applications 
which have cleared the administrative checking process have been paid.  A large number of 
queries have arisen in relation to the claims submitted by participants in respect of the Capital 
Investment Option under the scheme.  The Department has been in contact with the farmers 
involved and further payments are issuing as queries are resolved. 

13/03/2013WRX00350Water Fluoridation

13/03/2013WRX00400188. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding fluoridation of the water supply here; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [13331/13]

13/03/2013WRX00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Surveys on chil-
dren’s and adults’ oral health have been conducted on a regular basis to measure the effec-
tiveness of water fluoridation.  These include national studies in 1984, 1990, 2001 and 2002, 
regional studies between 1990 and 1999 and a cross border study in 2006.  All of these studies 
showed a substantial benefit of fluoridation in terms of a reduction in tooth decay.  The Health 
Research Board has recently approved funding for a study to be led by the Oral Health Services 
Research Centre of University College Cork.  The Department of Health is a collaborator in the 
study.  The study will consider the impact of changes on the oral health of children, following 
policy decisions relating to fluoride toothpaste use for infants and young children in 2002 and 
the reduced level of fluoridation in drinking water since 2007. 

The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health, which was established in 2004, monitors 
new and emerging issues on fluoride and its effects on health and related matters.  The Expert 
Body provides advice and information on all aspects of water fluoridation.  In evaluating on-
going research, the Expert Body accepts the fundamental scientific tenet that any single piece 
of scientific evidence by itself remains hypothetical unless it can be repeated or confirmed by 
other scientists.  Therefore, it considers scientific evidence that has been submitted to examina-
tion by other scientists, usually by publication in recognised peer reviewed scientific journals, 
after such publication has been approved by independent referees.  This ensures that the advice 
provided by the Expert Body is impartial and evidence-based.  The Expert Body is satisfied that 
water fluoridation, at its optimal level, causes no ill effects to the health of adults or children.  
The effects of fluoridation on health and related matters are kept under constant review.

13/03/2013WRX00550Hospital Waiting Lists

13/03/2013WRX00600189. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide quarterly wait-
ing list figures for the ophthalmology department at Tullamore Hospital, County Offaly, for the 
years 2009 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13163/13]

13/03/2013WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRX00750Home Help Service Provision

13/03/2013WRX00800190. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown of 
the number of home help hours delivered in County Louth in 2010, 2011, 2012 and the number 
that will be delivered in 2013. [13173/13]

13/03/2013WRX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRX00950Nursing Home Services

13/03/2013WRX01000191. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of public nursing 
home beds currently available in County Louth and the number that were available when the 
Government took office in March 2011. [13174/13]



13 March 2013

677

13/03/2013WRX01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRX01150Mental Health Services

13/03/2013WRX01200192. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of positions filled in 
the community and mental health services in County Louth and the number vacant. [13175/13]

13/03/2013WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRX01350Hospital Services

13/03/2013WRX01400193. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the small hospitals framework; the hospitals included in the framework; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13191/13]

13/03/2013WRX01500194. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the reason Monaghan 
Hospital was not included in the list of hospitals addressed in the context of the small hospitals 
framework; the other small hospitals that were also excluded; the reasons for same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13192/13]

13/03/2013WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 193 and 194 
together.

I plan to publish, with Government approval, Securing the Future of Smaller Hospitals: A 
Framework for Development to offer clear information about the role of our smaller hospitals 
and what they will do in the future.  

While the Framework focuses in particular on the role of nine smaller hospitals, named be-
low, which have been the subject of particular attention from the HIQA, the principles behind 
it will apply to all smaller hospitals, including Monaghan, regardless of whether or not they are 
specifically referenced.

Dublin North East:

- Our Lady’s Hospital Navan

- Louth County Hospital Dundalk

Dublin Mid Leinster:

- St. Colmcille’s Loughlinstown

South:

- Mallow

- Bantry

West:

- Ennis
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- Nenagh

- St. John’s Limerick

- Roscommon County Hospital

In developing the framework to address the development of smaller hospitals, this Govern-
ment is clear that:

- there is an important future role for smaller hospitals, in which they will provide services 
for more patients, not fewer

- no acute hospital will close, and

- safety issues in all acute hospitals, large or small, must be fully addressed, by providing the 
right type of service, for the right patient in the right setting.

This Framework will demonstrate clearly that the future of smaller hospitals is secure.  It will 
set out what services can and should be delivered safely by these hospitals in the interest of 
better outcomes for patients.

13/03/2013WRY00150Long Term Illness Scheme

13/03/2013WRY00200195. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will include haemochro-
matosis and hemoglobin santa clara on the long term illness scheme; if both conditions will be 
considered for a statutory general practitioner only card as part of the forthcoming legislation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13193/13]

13/03/2013WRY00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): There are no plans 
to extend the list of conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €144 per calendar 
month towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces 
the cost burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.  In 
addition, people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical 
services for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assess-
ment process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an 
individual or a family.  Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail 
of a GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultation.

The Government’s Programme for Government committed it to major reforms of the man-
ner in which health services are delivered. As part of the reform programme, Universal Primary 
Care is to be introduced on a phased basis during its term of office. Primary legislation is being 
prepared to give effect to this commitment.  The wording of this legislation, which will allow 
the Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP services without fees to per-
sons with prescribed illnesses, is currently being drafted by the Office of the Attorney General 
and the Department. As the legislation is still being drafted, I am not in a position to give a 
definite date for its publication. Details of an implementation timeframe, illnesses to be covered  
etc.  and application details will be announced in due course. 
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13/03/2013WRY00350Hospital Services

13/03/2013WRY00400196. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will address the cur-
rent situation regarding the unopened epilepsy unit in Cork University Hospital and Beaumont 
Hospital, Dublin, due to the Health Service Executive’s recruitment moratorium; the action he 
will take to address the fact that neither the original two beds or any of the four new monitor-
ing beds are available to epilepsy patients and thus no functioning beds currently exist in the 
country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13194/13]

13/03/2013WRY00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Cork and Beaumont are two of six regional 
centres which have been identified by the HSE’s Clinical Care Programme for Epilepsy for the 
provision of specialist epilepsy services. Developments so far under the Programme include the 
opening of Rapid Access Clinics at four of these centres, including Beaumont, St James’s, Gal-
way and Limerick. The Rapid Access clinics are led by Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANPs). 
Under the Programme, 10.5 (WTE) Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANPs) have been recruited 
to lead these clinics so that a total of 12 ANPs are now in place across the four centres, deliver-
ing services on site and on an outreach basis.

The two Epilepsy Monitoring Units (EMUs) planned for Cork and Beaumont under the Pro-
gramme will increase pre-surgical evaluation capacity. Monitoring is required for those patients 
with the worst effects of epilepsy, and patients at these units will require 24-7 care. 

The staffing requirements to enable the units to be safely opened have been identified. I am 
advised that the staffing required for the unit at Beaumont includes five staff nurses, one con-
sultant neurophysiologist and three technicians. I am advised by the HSE that, having secured 
recruitment approval from the National Control Group, Beaumont is progressing the recruit-
ment  of  the posts necessary to support the service development. 

With regard to Cork, the HSE has advised that it is the intention of the Cork University 
Hospital management to open the EMU in Quarter 3 of this year and this will be included in the 
HSE South’s 2013 Regional Service Plan.

13/03/2013WRY00550Health Care Products

13/03/2013WRY00600197. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the criteria used by the Health 
Service Executive and other organisations funded by his Department when deciding on tender-
ing for the provision of patient seating clinic products; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13196/13]

13/03/2013WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All Government Departments and Agencies 
funded from the Exchequer must comply with EU Directives and national guidelines on pro-
curement.  As delivery of health care patient seating clinic products such as wheelchairs is a 
service issue the Deputy’s question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.   Apart from 
the HSE, Agencies under the aegis of my Department do not deliver such a health care service 
directly to the public.

13/03/2013WRY00750Medical Card Applications

13/03/2013WRY00800198. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite an applica-
tion for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13197/13]
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13/03/2013WRY00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

13/03/2013WRY00950Health Care Products

13/03/2013WRY01000199. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the scheme or schemes a person 
needs to qualify for in order that the cost or rental of a sleep apnoea machine is covered; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13202/13]

13/03/2013WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE is respon-
sible for the administration of the schemes in question, therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

13/03/2013WRY01150Cochlear Implants

13/03/2013WRY01200200. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health  the reason he has yet to meet with 
representatives of an organisation (details supplied); and when will he arrange for a meeting to 
take place as they urgently require their issues to be progressed. [13218/13]

13/03/2013WRY01300215. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason he has yet to meet with 
representatives of an organisation (details supplied); when will he arrange for a meeting to take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13315/13]

13/03/2013WRY01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 200 and 215 
together.

Unfortunately due to a very busy schedule of Government and Departmental business, I 
regret that I was not in a position to accede to this organisation’s recent request for a meeting. 
However, as this area falls within the remit of Minister of State, Deputy Kathleen Lynch, my 
office forwarded the organisation’s correspondence to her and the request is currently under 
consideration.

I am advised that the HSE has met with this organisation within the past week in relation 
to the provision of bilateral cochlear implantation, and has outlined to them the progress being 
made in this regard. I understand that this was a very positive meeting and the group welcomed 
the proposed plan and approach to developing  a bilateral cochlear implant programme.

13/03/2013WRY01450Health Care Products

13/03/2013WRY01500201. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if community occupational thera-
pists have been instructed by the Health Service Executive and his Department to recommend 
certain companies who provide seating clinic products; if so, if he will provide a full list of the 
recommended companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13219/13]

13/03/2013WRY01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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13/03/2013WRY01650Health Care Products

13/03/2013WRY01700202. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has any policy regarding promoting Irish manufacturers in the supply of products and equip-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13220/13]

13/03/2013WRY01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All Government Departments and Agencies 
funded from the Exchequer must comply with EU Directives and national guidelines on pro-
curement.

Procurement of products, goods and services which support the delivery of health care is a 
service matter.  The Deputy’s question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply

13/03/2013WRZ00200Universal Health Insurance

13/03/2013WRZ00250203. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that, 
subject to eligibility and relevant charges, all persons in the State qualify for access to public 
health system currently, the way this might change with the introduction of the universal health 
insurance; if such a system would mean an up-front payment by all persons for health services 
that they may not use in a given year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13223/13]

13/03/2013WRZ00300204. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that 
universal health insurance payments will provide for equal access to a standard package of pri-
mary and acute hospital services, if health insurance providers will still be able to sell add-ons 
above the standard package; if so, the way he would see this as a change to a one tier system; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13224/13]

13/03/2013WRZ00400205. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of the fact that the 
large number of persons that have ceased paying health insurance premia in recent years due 
to affordability issues, the way he envisages making universal health insurance an affordable 
option for people; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13225/13]

13/03/2013WRZ00500206. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on the possibil-
ity that under a universal health insurance system different providers may have relationships 
with different acute services and insured persons may find themselves in a situation where the 
services nearest to them or best equipped to serve their needs may not be covered by their in-
surer’s standard plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13226/13]

13/03/2013WRZ00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 203 to 206, 
inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to a single-tier health service, supported by universal health 
insurance, which provides equal access based on need, not ability to pay, and which delivers the 
best health outcomes for Irish citizens. 

Universal health insurance (UHI) will replace the current inequitable and inefficient two-
tier health system.  Under UHI, everyone will be insured for a standard package of curative ser-
vices comprising primary and hospital care services, including mental health services.  Health 
insurance will be mandatory, with a system of financial support ensuring affordability by pay-
ing or subsidising the cost of insurance premiums for all those who qualify.  Insurance will be 
provided under a multi-payer insurer model with no distinction between “public” and “private” 
patients.  The system will be founded on principles of social solidarity, including  financial pro-
tection, open enrolment, lifetime cover and community rating. 
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The introduction of UHI will see the purchasing of primary and hospital care largely de-
volved to insurers.  Health insurers will commission care for their members from primary care 
providers, independent not-for-profit Hospital Trusts and private hospitals.  In doing this, they 
will have a duty to use their purchasing role to ensure that quality, continuous care is provided 
at the lowest level of complexity that is safe, timely, efficient and as close to a person’s home 
as possible.  Furthermore, in line with the fundamental principle of social solidarity, neither 
insurers nor providers operating within the UHI system will be allowed to sell faster access to 
services covered by the UHI standard package of care.  While it is envisaged that supplemen-
tary insurance may be purchased for items not covered by the standard package, this may not 
interfere with the fundamental overriding principle of access to care being based on need. 

The Department is currently undertaking detailed work in relation to the preparation of a 
White Paper on Universal Health Insurance.   This White Paper will provide further detail on 
the UHI model for Ireland in addition to the estimated costs and financing mechanisms associ-
ated with its introduction.   The work involved is both complex and technical and  demands a 
wide-range of specialised legal and financial expertise.  My Department has recently engaged 
specialised legal expertise to support work in relation to the design of the UHI model and work 
in this area is underway. 

The reform programme is a major undertaking that requires careful planning and sequenc-
ing over a number of years and full implementation of UHI will take some time to achieve. 
I anticipate that by 2016 the necessary groundwork will be in place to enable us to phase in  
implementation of UHI, as promised in the Programme for Government. I should add that it is 
my intention to consult widely as part of the reform implementation process.    

13/03/2013WRZ00650Departmental Schemes

13/03/2013WRZ00700207. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health in view of the findings 
that his Department’s nursing home charges, mobility allowance and motorised transport grant 
schemes were not soundly based in law, if he will initiate an audit and report on whether the 
remaining schemes and services provided by his Department are soundly based in law; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13229/13]

13/03/2013WRZ00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Deputy’s question re-
lates to the Department’s administrative and statutory schemes and not to health services pro-
vided by or under the aegis of the Department.  As a matter of practice, the Department under-
takes reviews of schemes for which it has responsibility on a periodic basis.  The Department is 
compiling a list of all its statutory and administrative schemes and this will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

13/03/2013WRZ00850Health Services

13/03/2013WRZ00900208. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a three 
day service is adequate in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [13234/13]

13/03/2013WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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13/03/2013WRZ01050Home Care Packages

13/03/2013WRZ01100209. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the home care package 
scheme will be provided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13235/13]

13/03/2013WRZ01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRZ01250Hospital Services

13/03/2013WRZ01300210. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of bed closures in 
each of the community hospitals in County Kerry for each of the past six years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13283/13]

13/03/2013WRZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRAA00150Hospital Accommodation

13/03/2013WRAA00200211. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of bed closures in 
Kerry General Hospital for each of the past six years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13284/13]

13/03/2013WRAA00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is 
collated by the Business Intelligence Unit within the Health Service Executive. Therefore, I 
have asked them to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRAA00350Nursing Homes Support Scheme

13/03/2013WRAA00400212. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Health the average waiting period 
for applicants under the Fair Deal scheme to be approved and the number waiting in County 
Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13289/13]

13/03/2013WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): On average, 
applications for the Scheme take between 4 to 6 weeks to process, from receipt of completed 
application to date of determination.  Depending on the level of complexity of the individual 
case, processing of the application may take longer.  For example, in cases where ancillary State 
support is sought, additional factors may impact on the timeframe, e.g. the HSE must establish 
title of property before a decision cane be made and establishing title can be a lengthy process 
in some cases.  As the HSE is responsible for the administration of the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme, this matter has been passed to the Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/03/2013WRAA00550Patient Statistics

13/03/2013WRAA00600213. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will furnish details of 
the total numbers of patients who availed of services, inclusive of UCC-MAU, at Roscommon 
County Hospital in 2012; the corresponding figures for 2010 and 2011 inclusive of accident and 
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emergency-UCC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13303/13]

13/03/2013WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is 
collated by the Business Intelligence Unit within the Health Service Executive. Therefore, I 
have asked them to contact the Deputy directly in this matter.

13/03/2013WRAA00750Hospital Staff

13/03/2013WRAA00800214. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the non-nurs-
ing professional staff who are on duty and on call respectively at Roscommon County Hospital 
at weekends; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13304/13]

13/03/2013WRAA00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 200.

13/03/2013WRAA01050Health Service Executive Expenditure

13/03/2013WRAA01100216. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason a company (details 
supplied) which won the tender for driver training of the ambulance service has not been al-
lowed to commence the contract due to start on 31 December 2012; the reason an out of con-
tract company which is more expensive is still carrying out the training; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13334/13]

13/03/2013WRAA01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRAA01250Medical Card Eligibility

13/03/2013WRAA01300217. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health the progress made of plans for 
medical cards for the chronically ill. [13338/13]

13/03/2013WRAA01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Under the provi-
sions of the Health Act 1970, eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on 
residency and means.There are currently two categories of eligibility for all persons ordinarily 
resident in Ireland i.e. full eligibility (medical card) and limited eligibility (all others).Full eli-
gibility is determined mainly by reference to income limits, and is granted to persons who, in 
the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide general practitioner, medical 
and surgical services to themselves and their dependents without undue hardship.  There is a 
provision for discretion to grant a card in cases of “undue hardship” where the income guide-
lines are exceeded.

The Government’s Programme for Government committed it to major reforms of the man-
ner in which health services are delivered. As part of the reform programme, Universal Primary 
Care is to be introduced on a phased basis during its term of office. Primary legislation is being 
prepared to give effect to this commitment.The wording of this legislation, which will allow the 
Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP services without fees to persons 
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with prescribed illnesses, is currently being drafted by the Office of the Attorney General and 
the Department. As the legislation is still being drafted, I am not in a position to give a definite 
date for its publication. Details of an implementation timeframe, illnesses to be covered etc. and 
application details will be announced in due course.

13/03/2013WRAA01450Hospital Waiting Lists

13/03/2013WRAA01500218. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork will get an urgent appointment for surgery and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13348/13]

13/03/2013WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRBB00150Hospital Waiting Lists

13/03/2013WRBB00200219. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Laois will be given an appointment date to see a consultant dermatologist; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13350/13]

13/03/2013WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that 
hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by 
the Deputy, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRBB00350Hospital Services

13/03/2013WRBB00400220. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason the ophthalmology 
Department at the Midlands Regional Hospital, County Offaly, is only accepting referrals for 
medical card patients; the reason this decision was taken; when this will be corrected; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13371/13]

13/03/2013WRBB00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I have been advised that the Ophthalmology 
Department at the Regional Hospital Tullamore accepts referrals for both adults and children. 
However, in relation to the specific issue raised by the Deputy, my Department is liaising with 
the HSE on the matter and it will write to the Deputy when it has further information.
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13/03/2013WRBB00550Health Services

13/03/2013WRBB00600221. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway will be assessed by the Health Service Executive west occupa-
tional health department for a decision to be made on an application to retire on the grounds of 
permanent infirmity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13375/13]

13/03/2013WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the  Deputy’s query relates to an opera-
tional issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRBB00750Accident and Emergency Services

13/03/2013WRBB00800222. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the additional immedi-
ate steps being taken to reduce the waiting times in the accident and emergency department of 
Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13381/13]

13/03/2013WRBB00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On my appointment as Minister for Health, 
I set out to address the issues which cause unacceptable delays in patients being treated in our 
hospitals. I established the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which is working to unblock access 
to acute services by improving patient flow through the system, including Beaumont hospital. 
An intensive work programme is underway between the SDU’s liaison officers, the Clinical 
Programmes and Beaumont hospital teams. The SDU is satisfied that there is increased engage-
ment at all levels in the hospital ensuring that emergency patients are seen in a timely manner, 
focussing on working to achieve the national targets for unscheduled care. There has been some 
improvement in treatment times for patients at Beaumont Emergency Department (ED) - 59% 
of new ED patients were admitted to a ward or discharged in less than six hours from their ar-
rival time at Beaumont in January 2013 compared to 50% in May 2012.

I relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy in relation to additional immediate 
steps being taken to reduce waiting times at the hospital, as this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRBB00950Health Service Staff

13/03/2013WRBB01000223. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the reason emergency medical 
technicians who carry out all the duties of a paramedic and have the same legal and professional 
responsibilities as a paramedic are paid less than a paramedic; his plans to change this structure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13403/13]

13/03/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the  Deputy’s query relates to an opera-
tional issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRBB01150Drugs Payment Scheme

13/03/2013WRBB01200224. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No 472 of 5 March 2013, the steps that are open to citizens when they have evidence that a 
claim was made under the drug payment scheme on their behalf, although the medication was 
neither received by them nor ordered by them. [13405/13]

13/03/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE takes 
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any information provided in relation to fraudulent activity very seriously. If any person has any 
information in relation to fraudulent activity of any kind they should provide that information 
to the HSE, or to the Gardaí, and appropriate action will be taken.

13/03/2013WRBB01350Hospital Services

13/03/2013WRBB01400225. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health when items will be provided 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry by the prosthetic, orthotic and limb 
absence rehabilitation unit at the Mercy University Hospital, Cork, in view of the importance 
of the items to their everyday living; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13406/13]

13/03/2013WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRBB01550Drug Treatment Programmes

13/03/2013WRBB01600226. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the action that is being taken 
to resolve the dispute between hospital pharmacists and the Health Service Executive that has 
resulted in nearly 1,000 people with hepatitis C, including more than 200 haemophiliacs, be-
ing denied access to new high tech drugs (details supplied) that were approved and funded in 
2012; when he expects the dispute to be resolved; if any alternative options are being explored 
to ensure that those who need these products will be able to access them; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13407/13]

13/03/2013WRBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Two new anti-viral drugs for the treatment 
of Hepatitis C were approved during 2012, which are administered under specialist care in 7 
hospitals (St. James’s, the Mater, Beaumont, St. Vincent’s, Cork University Hospital, Galway 
University Hospital and St. Luke’s in Kilkenny).  The treatment regimes involved are compli-
cated, multi-drug regimes that require significant and intensive involvement of pharmacists 
with patients to ensure the optimum outcome for patients.  All patients must be closely moni-
tored throughout the weeks of treatment in a hospital pharmacy environment to ensure proper 
and safe administration of the drugs.

The HSE has been working with all parties, including patient representative groups, to tran-
sition these services to a hospital based service.  Arrangements are in place in each of the seven 
hospital hepatology units to ensure that all patients in urgent need of treatment are prioritised 
during this transition phase.  All parties, including hospital pharmacists, have been actively 
planning for the changes to ensure that these services are delivered effectively and safely to 
patients.

The HSE Service Plan 2013 provides funding for the continued rollout of this service.   The 
HSE has made arrangements to ensure that the appropriate pharmacy capacity and resources 
are available in each of the 7 hospitals to provide the anti-viral treatment as soon as possible to 
patients who have been assessed as suitable to receive it.  This includes the recruitment of addi-
tional hospital based pharmacists to ensure that treatment is available to all patients in a timely 
manner.  The pharmacists representative body has written to the HSE confirming it agrees with 
this arrangement.   In this context, the HSE does not envisage any further delays.
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13/03/2013WRCC00150Health Services

13/03/2013WRCC00200227. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding car-
diology testing (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13412/13]

13/03/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the Deputy’s question relates to service 
matters I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

13/03/2013WRCC00350Hospital Procedures

13/03/2013WRCC00400228. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the number of sub-arachnoid 
haemorrhage patients classified as poor grade that were denied emergency treatment in the 
neurosurgical centre, Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, between 1 October 2012 and 31 December 
2012; the outcome for those patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13415/13]

13/03/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

13/03/2013WRCC00550Health Services

13/03/2013WRCC00600229. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
placement in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13418/13]

13/03/2013WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

13/03/2013WRCC00750CIE Property

13/03/2013WRCC00800230. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
that have been taken by Córas Iompar Éireann in the last month to protect their property rights 
along the Tralee to Limerick old railway line where this is being challenged; the results of 
meetings with the group seeking to claim rights over sections of this land; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13141/13]

13/03/2013WRCC00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is an opera-
tional matter for CIE and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

13/03/2013WRCC00950Aerodrome Licences

13/03/2013WRCC01000231. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding Weston Aerodrome (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13186/13]

13/03/2013WRCC01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Avia-
tion Authority is the body responsible for licensing aerodromes in Ireland .  I have referred the 
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Deputy’s question to them for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within ten working days.

13/03/2013WRCC01150Road Project Contracts

13/03/2013WRCC01200232. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an update in relation to the N17/N18 Gort toTuam public private partnership scheme; if 
a project schedule is being prepared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13198/13]

13/03/2013WRCC01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

The Gort-Tuam PPP project is one of the projects included in the Government’s Financial 
Stimulus Package and in this context an additional multi-annual allocation is being provided 
to cover the Exchequer element of the project costs. The necessary exchequer funds are now in 
place but the vast majority of the project requires private sector funding. It is intended that the 
NRA will now engage with the funders and contractors with a view to securing financial close 
and commencing works later this year or early next.

As project implementation is a matter for the NRA, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 
10 working days.

13/03/2013WRCC01350Rural Transport

13/03/2013WRCC01400233. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
new transport co-ordination unit will be able to maintain the personalised door to door service 
that is already in place and provided by the 35 rural transport groups throughout the country; if 
he will guarantee the service will be maintained for rural transport groups (details, supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13317/13]

13/03/2013WRCC01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Longford Rural Transport Programme has been allocated €76,423.00 of the 2013 RTP 
budget from January to June 2013, with a further proposed, allocation of €76,423.00 from July 
to December. Additionally, €17,348.50 of Free Travel Pass funding has been allocated to Long-
ford Rural Transport Programme from January to June, 2013, with a further proposed, allocation 
of €17,348.00 from July to December. This represents a total 2013 allocation of €187,542.50, of 
combined RTP and FTP funding for the provision of the RTP service in Longford.

My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by maximis-
ing integration with other state transport services and by making  the programme a sustainable 
part of the public transport system. This is in line with the Programme for Government com-
mitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other local transport services.  Since becom-
ing Minister for Public and Commuter Transport the developments I have initiated have been 
aimed at ensuring that into the future there is a more complete and cost effective transport 
service offering in rural areas that better meets the transport needs of all users. To this end na-
tional responsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the RTP, was 
assigned to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1 April 2012, putting 
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such services in a broader transport context.  I also established the National Integrated Rural 
Transport (NIRT) Committee in April 2012, comprising key stakeholders and chaired by the 
NTA, to oversee and manage a partnership approach to implementing integrated local and rural 
transport.  I am well aware of the very valuable work done by the RTP Groups in identifying 
and delivering the transport needs of their local community.  However, given  resources are 
limited and that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, rec-
ommended organisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 
35 RTP groups with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and 
structures are examined and revised. To not do this would mean that vital services would be 
threatened.  The current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and 
savings are to be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available 
services will decline.  Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of 
rural transport from an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined 
is that the RTPs be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Coordination Units be 
established.  I would emphasise that no decision has been taken but I am hopeful that I will be 
in a position to recommend a new structure later this year which will allow for the maximising 
of spend on services and the reduction of administration costs.  I will be ensuring that any fu-
ture structure for the RTP will be based on community input, local flexibility and involving the 
voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its nature is community based and this will remain under 
any new structure.  While I can understand and fully appreciate that this restructuring creates 
a level of uncertainty for RTP groups, I am hopeful that the outcome will be a better service 
delivered more efficiently. I will work with all involved over the coming months to make any 
transition as smooth as possible.

13/03/2013WRCC01550Sports Capital Programme Applications

13/03/2013WRCC01600234. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
a club (details supplied) in County Louth was refused funding under the sports capital fund; if 
it has received any feedback in relation to its application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13385/13]

13/03/2013WRCC01700235. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if unsuc-
cessful applicants for funding from the sports capital grant are provided with feedback on the 
reason their applications are rejected. [13386/13]

13/03/2013WRCC01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring): I propose to take Questions Nos. 234 and 235 together.

All unsuccessful applicants under the 2012 Sports Capital Programme were provided with 
a copy of their assessment.  In the case of invalid applications, such applicants were provided 
with the reason(s) why their application was deemed invalid.  Applicants were also provided 
with the contact details of the official who had responsibility for their application and they are 
free to seek further information if required. 

In relation to the particular applicant referred to by the Deputy, the application was deemed 
invalid because the applicant failed to provide evidence of title to the site of the proposed 
project by way of a solicitor’s letter, as set out in the guide to filling out the application form.  
Instead, the applicant provided a 9 year-old print out of the folio from the land registry.  This 
is not sufficient evidence of title for the purposes of the Sports Capital Programme and renders 
the application invalid.

I understand that representatives of the applicant have been in contact with the official who 
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dealt with the application.

13/03/2013WRDD00450Taxi Regulations

13/03/2013WRDD00500236. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if she 
will review the refusal to pass a minibus for use as a taxi in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Longford on the grounds of the quality of the windscreen, although this had 
been approved by the Department when they purchased the vehicle the factory fitted glass had 
subsequently had no alteration in any respect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13426/13]

13/03/2013WRDD00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including vehicle 
standards, is a matter for the NTA under the Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009.  I have re-
ferred your question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a response within 10 working days.

13/03/2013WRDD00650Rural Transport

13/03/2013WRDD00700237. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding 
the National Transport Authority document on restructuring of the rural transport programme 
(details supplied), if he will retain Kerry as a region to actively progress greater co-ordination 
and integration of State funded transport while retaining current transport provision, in view of 
the fact that Kerry has been a quality model for development and progression of all aspects of 
community transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13429/13]

13/03/2013WRDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): Kerry Community Transport Limited has been allocated €287,429.50 of the 2013 RTP 
budget from January to June 2013, with a further proposed allocation of €287,429.00 from July 
to December. Additionally, €88,726.50 of Free Travel Pass funding has been allocated to Kerry 
Community Transport Limited from January to June, 2013, with a further proposed, allocation 
of €88,726.00 from July to December. This represents a total 2013 allocation of €752,311.00, 
of combined RTP and FTP funding for the provision of the RTP service in Kerry.

My aim is to strengthen the RTP by ensuring a more efficient delivery structure by maximis-
ing integration with other state transport services and by making  the programme a sustainable 
part of the public transport system. This is in line with the Programme for Government com-
mitment to maintain and extend the RTP with other local transport services.  Since becoming 
Minister for Public and Commuter Transport the developments I have initiated have been aimed 
at ensuring that into the future there is a more complete and cost effective transport service 
offering in rural areas that better meets the transport needs of all users. To this end national re-
sponsibility for local and rural transport services integration, including the RTP, was assigned to 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) with effect from 1 April 2012, putting such services in 
a broader transport context.  I also established the National Integrated Rural Transport (NIRT) 
Committee in April 2012, comprising key stakeholders and chaired by the NTA, to oversee and 
manage a partnership approach to implementing integrated local and rural transport.

I am well aware of the very valuable work done by the RTP Groups in identifying and deliv-
ering the transport needs of their local community.  However, given resources are limited and 
that the Value for Money and Policy Review of the RTP, published last year, recommended or-
ganisational restructuring to achieve efficiencies and the better alignment of the 35 RTP groups 
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with local authorities, it is necessary that the current delivery mechanisms and structures are 
examined and revised. To not do this would mean that vital services would be threatened.  The 
current structures of the RTP are not sustainable if the required efficiencies and savings are to 
be achieved. If these are not achieved then with the limited resources available services will 
decline.

Work is underway to determine the optimal structure for the delivery of rural transport from 
an efficiency and service perspective. One of the proposals being examined is that the RTPs 
be “aligned” with local authorities and that a number of Coordination Units be established.  I 
would emphasise that no decision has been taken regarding Kerry or any other part of the coun-
try, but I am hopeful that I will be in a position to recommend a new structure later this year 
which will allow for the maximising of spend on services and the reduction of administration 
costs.  I will be ensuring that any future structure for the RTP will be based on community input, 
local flexibility and involving the voluntary sector.  Rural Transport by its nature is community 
based and this will remain under any new structure.  While I can understand and fully appreci-
ate that this restructuring creates a level of uncertainty for RTP groups, I am hopeful that the 
outcome will be a better service delivered more efficiently. I will work with all involved over 
the coming months to make any transition as smooth as possible.

13/03/2013WRDD00850Road Network

13/03/2013WRDD00900238. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
plans to review the east-west corridor route from Dundalk and Sligo; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the current proposed route via Carrickmacross offers no access to the M1 
motorway at Dundalk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13432/13]

13/03/2013WRDD01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): This is principally 
a matter for the relevant local authorities.  The section from Dundalk to Cavan is at preliminary 
design stage. Proposals to deliver an upgraded route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, 
involve linking elements of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route 
as possible. Essentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes 
from Dundalk to Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo.

The National Roads Authority procured Consultants to carry out a ‘Strategic Study of the de-
velopment of an East West Link Road’ and this Consultants’ report was published in 2001. Ca-
van County Council, as lead Authority for the local authorities initiated work in 2009 to confirm 
or amend the recommendations in the 2001 report and to progress part of the scheme to prelimi-
nary design stage.  Roughan & O’Donovan Aecom were appointed as consultants to carry out 
a feasibility study on the overall route and to initiate the preliminary design of the Dundalk to 
Cavan section of this project.  No further work is planned once this phase is completed.

13/03/2013WRDD01050Road Network

13/03/2013WRDD01100239. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the local safety concerns at the newly constructed scheme on the 
N53 Dundalk to Castleblayney from Newtownbalregan to Phillipstown, including the absence 
of turning lanes and adequate junction signage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13433/13]

13/03/2013WRDD01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
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the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual road 
projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Noting the above position, I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/03/2013WRDD01250Road Improvement Schemes

13/03/2013WRDD01300240. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
he has to improve cross border roads in rural North Louth. [13434/13]

13/03/2013WRDD01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  The planning, design and implementation of individual national 
road projects is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 
to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Within its capital budget, the as-
sessment and prioritisation of such works is a matter for them.  On this basis I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the NRA for direct reply in relation to national cross border roads in the 
County.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Similarly, under Section 13 of the same Act, the improvement and maintenance of regional 
and local roads is a statutory function of each road authority to be funded from its own resourc-
es supplemented by State road grants. The selection and prioritisation of such works is also a 
matter for them.  In total, Louth County Council have been allocated State grants of €4,819,210 
towards the upkeep and maintenance of the regional and local roads within their administrative 
area. This figure does not include funds that they will allocate to such works from their own 
resources.  Details of planned works on roads in Louth County, to be undertaken in both at na-
tional and regional and local level are available to the Deputy in the Dáil Library.

13/03/2013WRDD01450Tourism Promotion

13/03/2013WRDD01500241. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son there is a disparity in the spending of Tourism Ireland in Dublin with only 6% of all adver-
tising spend in 2009 spent in Dublin, compared to the 32% of national tourism revenues that are 
generated in Dublin and the future potential in Dublin to expand the tourism market. [13436/13]

13/03/2013WRDD01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
is an operational one for Tourism Ireland Limited as the body responsible for promoting the 
island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas. I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Tour-
ism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.

13/03/2013WRDD01650Tourism Promotion

13/03/2013WRDD01700242. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason Dublin is not more prominent in tourist advertising information, with Dublin not even 
featuring on the official website of Tourism Ireland website, www.ireland.com, in the first 13 
places to go and if he plans to rectify this. [13437/13]

13/03/2013WRDD01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The matter raised 
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is an operational one for Tourism Ireland Limited as the body responsible for promoting the 
island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas. I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Tour-
ism Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
ten working days.


