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  Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

06/03/2013WRA00350Road Traffic Offences

06/03/2013WRA0040011. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report the 
number of fixed penalty charges imposed in each Garda division in each month between 1 Janu-
ary 2008 and 31 December 2012; the number of terminations of fixed penalty charges in each 
month; and if he will provide a breakdown of the reasons for such terminations. [11605/13]

06/03/2013WRA00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Fixed charge notices are an 
alternative to prosecution, and give a motorist the opportunity to acknowledge the offence, pay 
the fixed charge and, where the offence is a penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty 
points.  If the motorist does not pay the fixed charge, he or she will in the normal course be 
prosecuted for the alleged offence.

There can be circumstances where the fixed charge notice may be cancelled in accordance 
with Garda procedures drawn up in the light of legislative exemptions and prosecutorial guide-
lines.  Cancellation occurs where it is believed the evidence would not sustain a prosecution 
or a prosecution would not be appropriate, fair or proportionate.  Decisions on cancellations 
are governed by Garda policies and procedures, framed around legislative and prosecutorial 
guidelines issued by the DPP.  Cancellation can occur in circumstances where, for example, ex-
emptions apply in relation to emergency vehicles or the wearing of seatbelts, or where there are 
evidential difficulties, such as where the registration number registered by a speed camera does 
not correspond to the vehicle in question, or where there are emergency medical circumstances 
such as, for example, a sick child being driven to hospital, an imminent birth, or a medical 
professional rushing to a sick or elderly patient.  Access to cancel a fixed charge notice through 
‘Pulse’ is restricted to users with the rank of Inspector or higher.

The statistical information requested by the Deputy on the number of fixed penalty charg-
es imposed and terminations in each Garda division for the 5 year period from 1/1/2008 to 
31/12/2012 has been requested from the Garda Commissioner and, to the extent available in the 
format requested by the Deputy, will be forwarded to her as soon as possible.

  Question No. 12 answered with Question No. 7.

06/03/2013WRA00650Garda Policing Plans

06/03/2013WRA0070013. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will update Dáil 
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Éireann on rural policing in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11420/13]

06/03/2013WRA00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda National Policing 
Plan for 2013, which I laid before the House last December, sets out the policing priorities and 
objectives for the current year.  The Plan is designed to meet the policing needs of all communi-
ties and includes objectives of particular relevance for rural areas, including active community 
engagement in the development of policing strategies and concerted efforts to support and 
protect vulnerable sections of the community.  The Garda Plan also outlines the Garda Commis-
sioner’s proposals for the continued reorganisation and consolidation of the Garda station and 
district network.   The objective of modernising and re-calibrating the Garda station network is 
to ensure that Garda resources are used in the best and most efficient way possible, in both rural 
and urban areas. The freeing up of Gardaí from desk duties will increase the number of Gardaí 
available for frontline policing to the benefit of our communities.  Nationally, it is anticipated 
that revised policing arrangements will result in an additional 61,000 operational policing hours 
in 2013. 

As the Deputy will be aware from recent discussions on this issue,  until recently, the Garda 
station network was essentially the same as the RIC network which obtained in 1922.  Such a 
large-scale static deployment of resources is no longer appropriate, particularly as the transport 
and communications infrastructure has been transformed. The Garda Síochána has a class-lead-
ing police computer system, a state-of-the-art digital radio system and a transport fleet which 
is currently receiving significant investment. The centralisation of Garda services will facilitate 
the introduction of an enhanced grid patrolling system that will be operational and intelligence 
led.  This patrol system will ensure that a high visibility and community oriented policing ser-
vice continues to be delivered throughout the country. Furthermore, the new Garda rostering 
arrangements which were implemented last year provide a better match between Garda avail-
ability and policing demand.

I am, of course, aware of concerns in rural communities about the incidence of crime, and 
of burglary in particular and I am conscious of the deep distress which these crimes can cause 
to householders and of the broader impact in terms of the fear of crime in our communities. I 
therefore very much welcome the fact that the Garda Commissioner is deploying the substan-
tial resources available to him in a targeted approach to confront those engaged in this form of 
criminality.  This is principally being achieved through Operation Fiacla which is particularly 
focused on identifying and targeting mobile gangs involved in burglaries.  The latest quarterly 
figures from the Central Statistics Office for burglary suggest that Operation Fiacla is having 
an impact, when compared with the quarterly figures prior to its introduction, and I am hopeful 
that the success of the operation will be continue to be reflected in future crime statistics as they 
become available.   I am informed that as of end February  2013, 4,226 persons have been ar-
rested and 2,327 persons have been charged under Operation Fiacla, reflecting the extent of the 
operation and the impact it is having. 

It is the Government’s intention to ensure that frontline services are maintained at the high-
est level possible through the most efficient use of resources.  The Commissioner enjoys my 
full support and that of the Government in continuing to confront crime in all its forms.  I have 
every confidence that he and everyone in An Garda Síochána will continue to deliver an effec-
tive police service in rural as in all other areas.

06/03/2013WRA00850Domestic Violence Policy

06/03/2013WRA0090014. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ensure 
that there are targeted campaigns to raise awareness of violence against women amongst a wide 
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audience, including the general public, service providers and all agencies within the criminal 
justice system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11558/13]

06/03/2013WRA01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In response to the need to 
raise awareness of violence against women among a wide audience Cosc, the National Office 
for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence, operates an annual aware-
ness raising grant scheme. The scheme provides funding for local awareness raising campaigns 
that increase the understanding and recognition of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence. 
Grant applications are assessed according to specified criteria, including in particular the rel-
evance of the project to the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 
2010-2014 and the level of joint/collaborative work involved in the proposed project. After the 
projects funded under the scheme  have completed their work Cosc evaluates  them. This evalu-
ation is fed back to the Public Awareness Sub-Committee of the National Steering Committee 
on Violence Against Women.

I understand that An Garda Síochána has updated its policies in relation to domestic and 
sexual violence in recent years. The policies are made available to all Garda members through 
the internal Garda portal.  I am informed that a wide range of training has been provided in re-
cent years. New recruits have received general training. Members of specialist units such as the 
Child Pornography Unit and the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Investigation Units also 
receive specialised training. The B.A. Degree in Police Studies contains a comprehensive mod-
ule on domestic violence. Relevant members of An Garda Síochána have also been instructed 
on sexual violence risk assessment tools in conjunction with the Probation Service. Specialist 
interviewers have been trained in  interviewing techniques in relation to child and vulnerable 
adult victims/witnesses of sexual and violent crimes.

I understand that the Courts Service website allows family law practitioners, other justice 
sector professionals and lay people to access information on family law issues, including do-
mestic violence. I am informed that the Courts Service also has a policy of making information 
publications of non-State service providers available in its information displays in court build-
ings. 

I understand that the Legal Aid Board has developed its website to provide better access to 
information on its role and services. The Board has produced a number of information leaflets 
including leaflets in relation to domestic violence and legal aid for complainants in rape and 
certain sexual assault cases. This information is available electronically on the website and in 
hard-copy in the Legal Aid Board offices.  

Guidelines for working with perpetrators of sexual offences have been developed by the 
Probation Service and training has been provided to relevant staff as needed. The Probation 
Service has developed and published a domestic violence policy document and all staff have 
received training on the policy.  Through the existence of the National Strategy on Domestic, 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence and the co-ordinating work of Cosc a more coherent and 
strategic approach to awareness raising has emerged.

06/03/2013WRA01050Appointments to State Boards

06/03/2013WRA0110015. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of va-
cant positions that have emerged in boards under the auspices of his Department since March 
2011; the number that were publically advertised; the number of applicants for the position; the 
number of appointees drawn down from public applicants; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11663/13]
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06/03/2013WRA01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am interpreting the Deputy’s 
question in a broad manner so as to provide the information which I believe he is seeking. The 
term State Boards is somewhat imprecise as it includes bodies with a wide and diverse range 
of functions many of which would not fall into the more commonly understood definition of 
Board which is a body with a governance oversight of an organisation.  To be of assistance to 
the Deputy I have interpreted his question as embracing all bodies called Boards, irrespective of 
their functions, as well as other bodies with a governance remit whose title does not include the 
term “Board”.  Details of the vacancies that occurred throughout the following 17 bodies during 
the period in question are set out below along with details of those cases where expressions of 
interest were sought from the public.

Censorship of Publications Board

Five vacancies occurred. I advertised for expressions of interest on 1st March 2013, closing 
date is 22nd March 2013.

Censorship of Publications Appeal Board

Five vacancies occurred. I advertised for expressions of interest on 1st March 2013, closing 
date is 22nd March 2013.

Children Detention Schools Board of Management

One vacancy occurred.  The person appointed was a civil servant.

Courts Service Board

Fifteen vacancies occurred. The Courts Service Board has 17 members, it is chaired by the 
Chief Justice and includes eight other judges, the CEO of the Courts Service, persons nomi-
nated by the Law Society, Bar Council and ICTU, an elected staff representative and three 
persons nominated by the Minister for Justice. Of the 15 vacancies, three were filled by persons 
nominated by myself including a civil servant from my Department.

Garda Síochána Arbitration Board

Four vacancies occurred and four appointments were made.

Garda Síochána Complaints Board

Nine vacancies occurred.  Eight of the outgoing members were re-appointed as the Board, 
which has been replaced by the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission, only has a few out-
standing cases on hands.  The 9th appointee is a civil servant.

Judicial Appointments Advisory Board

Three vacancies occurred and three appointments were made. The Judicial Appointments 
Advisory Board consists of 10 members, it is chaired by the Chief Justice and includes three 
other judges, the Attorney General, persons nominated by the Law Society and Bar Council and 
three persons nominated by the Minister for Justice and Equality.

Legal Aid Board

Fourteen vacancies occurred. Of the 14 appointments to this Board, eight were civil or pub-
lic servants.

Mental Health (Criminal Law) Review Board
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Three vacancies occurred and three appointments were made.

National Disability Authority

One vacancy occurred.  I made an appointment after seeking expressions of interest of 
which I received 12 applications.  This appointment was from a public applicant.

Parole Board

Six vacancies occurred and six appointments were made, two of those appointments were 
serving public servants.

Private Security Appeal Board

Four vacancies occurred.  The Government appointed four people on 3rd April, 2012.  The 
proposed Chairperson appeared before the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence.

Private Security Authority

Eleven vacancies occurred. I invited expressions of interest for membership of a new Board. 
In total, twenty-nine expressions of interest were received - I am still considering the applica-
tions and expects to be in a position to make a decision shortly.  Although there are eleven 
vacancies on the Board, in accordance with the relevant legislation, four of these will be nomi-
nated representatives from my own Department, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Inno-
vation, An Garda Síochána and the Authority itself.

Property Registration Authority

Three vacancies occurred.  I made three appointments to the Authority, of which, in accor-
dance with legislation, one is a nominee of the Law Society, one a nominee of the Bar Council 
and the 3rd, the elected Property Registration Authority staff representative.

Property Services Appeal Board - established 24th July 2012

Six vacancies occurred.  The Government made six appointments after seeking expressions 
of interest of which my Department received 41 applications.  Those appointed were public ap-
plicants. The proposed Chairperson appeared before the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality 
and Defence.

Property Services Regulatory Authority - established 3rd April 2012

Eleven vacancies occurred.  I made 11 appointments after seeking expressions of interest 
from members of the public.  I received 114 applications.  Nine of those appointed were pub-
lic applicants, one is a civil servant and the Chairperson, who was a member of the Property 
Services Regulatory Authority Implementation Team, was appointed in order to provided con-
tinuity to the Authority which has operated on a non-statutory basis for a number of years. The 
proposed Chairperson appeared before the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence.

The Equality Authority

Fourteen vacancies occurred.  The outgoing Board of the Equality Authority accepted reap-
pointment by me in September 2011 for a further term which concluded at end of July 2012, 
and therefore issues of selection did not arise. Three members of the outgoing Human Rights 
Commission, which is appointed by Government accepted reappointment from December 2011 
until end May 2012. The Deputy will be aware that the Human Rights Commission and the 
Equality Authority are in the process of merging to form the new Irish Human Rights and 
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Equality Commission (IHREC). An independent selection process in relation to the member-
ship of the new Commission is underway and members of the public were invited to apply. The 
intention is that the successful applicants will be appointed by myself and by Government to 
the two existing bodies, pending enactment of the necessary legislation to effect the merger. It 
is also intended that the successful applicants will meet with the Joint Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality.

06/03/2013WRA01250Racial Profiling

06/03/2013WRA0130016. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his at-
tention has been drawn to the Fourth Monitoring Report of the European Commission against 
Racism and Intolerance on Ireland which found that there is no legislative bar on the use of 
racial profiling in policing here; his plans to adopt legislation prohibiting any form of racial 
profiling in policing. [11548/13]

06/03/2013WRA01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am aware of the report of 
the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance and also of the fact that the report 
makes no allegation that such profiling is actually carried out.  This is not surprising given that 
an Garda Siochana do not engage in racial profiling.  The question of whether we should create 
a legislative prohibition therefore needs to be considered in that light.

This is of course a complex matter.  Ireland has become a much more diverse society and 
indeed the nature of Irishness has evolved as many people from overseas have made their 
homes here.  At the same time immigration control is an important national interest and our 
laws must be enforced.  I believe however that it is perfectly possible to operate an effective 
system of immigration control without resorting to racial profiling but relying instead on good 
intelligence and the professional judgement and experience of our Gardai and immigration of-
ficers and indeed this has been demonstrated to be the case.  I will consider this matter further in 
the development of the Immigration Protection and Residence Bill which I propose to republish 
later this year.

  Question No. 17 answered with Question No. 10.

Administration of Justice

06/03/2013WRA0160018. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress that he 
has made in setting out a timeframe for the reform of the court structure; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11669/13]

06/03/2013WRA01700177. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality having regard 
to the increase in the number of appeals to the Supreme Court as referred to by the Chief Justice, 
if he expects to be in a position to address the issues raised at an early date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11895/13]

06/03/2013WRA01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 18 and 177 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, under the Courts Service Act 1998, the management and ad-
ministration of the courts is a matter for the Courts Service while the allocation of the business 
of the courts, scheduling of cases and management of lists are matters for the judiciary and in 
particular the Presidents of the courts.  The Deputy will also be aware that judges are, subject 
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to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of their judicial functions.  There 
are particular difficulties with the Supreme Court list which continues to experience lengthy 
waiting times now in excess of four years.  Waiting times for priority cases are 9-12 months at 
present and the Chief Justice has recently directed that no new cases be admitted to the priority 
list unless it can be clearly demonstrated that it is an exceptional case where there are urgent 
grounds necessitating a priority hearing.  Such urgent grounds would include appeals directly 
affecting the custody of an individual, child abduction, urgent family law matters, and appeals 
with urgent and systemic constitutional implications.

Although considerable efforts are being made by the Chief Justice to manage waiting times, 
the issue of capacity in the Supreme Court can only be fully resolved through the establishment 
of a Court of Appeal.  I recently announced my intention to establish a Court of Appeal with 
both criminal and civil jurisdiction.  The Government is committed to the holding of a Consti-
tutional referendum on Article 34 which is necessary to achieve this and work has commenced 
in my Department in this regard.  It is intended that the referendum will take place, together 
with at least one other referendum, in the autumn.  The proposed Amendment would, if passed, 
allow for the establishment of modern court structures including a Court of Appeal and a new 
family court structure.  These proposals have the potential to achieve significant change to the 
structure of our courts which have remained largely unchanged since 1924.

06/03/2013WRA01850Domestic Violence Policy

06/03/2013WRA0190019. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to provide 
funding for the development, operation and ongoing monitoring of effective intervention pro-
grammes for perpetrators of domestic violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11559/13]

06/03/2013WRA02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Cosc, the National Office for 
the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence, funds 13 intervention pro-
grammes for domestic violence perpetrators across Ireland, run by three organisations. Despite 
the difficult financial situation that the country finds itself in, I have ensured that the 2013 bud-
get for Cosc is unchanged from the 2012 budget amount. This will enable Cosc to continue its 
financial support of intervention programmes to enable them to operate. In 2012 Cosc provided 
grant assistance of the order of €625,000 to the programmes.

While the work that is done by the programmes involves direct interactions with men, the 
programmes have been developed in order to maximise the safety of female partners and ex-
partners of the men on the programmes, and their children.  An important feature of programmes 
is the work that is done with partners and ex-partners by way of partner contact arrangements. 
All programmes have a dedicated partner contact element. A dedicated partner contact worker 
or workers  are engaged by the programme management to work with any partner or ex-partner 
of the men on the programme who wishes to be involved. This work informs the programme 
facilitators of the ongoing safety of the partners and children of the men on the programmes.

There are weekly contacts between the partner contacts and the partners/ex-partners dur-
ing which the man’s behaviour in the preceding week is discussed and this information is then 
passed to the programme facilitator.  This allows the facilitators to challenge any man whose be-
haviour outside the programme is not matching his statements while attending the programme. 
The partner contact worker also provides practical support and advice to women in violent/
controlling relationships.

Under the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2010-2014, 
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Cosc established a Domestic Violence Perpetrator Programme Committee to support the work 
of intervention programmes and to improve overall delivery of the programmes and their out-
comes. The Committee is currently working towards this by:

 - Developing uniform protocols and procedures to help strengthen co-operation and co-
ordination between programmes and other relevant service providers

 - Overseeing the collection and analysis of improved data to help with understanding who 
and why the programmes help as well as providing indicative data for outcomes research.

In recognition of the programmes’ part in reducing domestic violence, a representative of 
the programmes has sat on the National Steering Committee on Violence against Women since 
the middle of 2012.

06/03/2013WRA02050National Women’s Strategy

06/03/2013WRA0210020. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the dates on 
which his Department has published periodic reports on the implementation of the National 
Women’s Strategy; the date on which the next periodic report will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11560/13]

06/03/2013WRA0220047. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide an update on the implementation on the National Women’s Strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11555/13]

06/03/2013WRA02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 20 and 47 together.

To date, a total of three periodic Progress Reports on the implementation of the National 
Women’s Strategy have been approved by Government and published as follows:

 - Joint 2007/2008 Progress Report on the Implementation of the National Women’s Strategy 
2007-2016 – published in July 2009;

 - 2009 Progress Report on the Implementation of the National Women’s Strategy 2007-2016 
– published in November 2010, and

 - 2010 Progress Report on the Implementation of the National Women’s Strategy 2007-2016 
– published in December 2011.

Although drafted by the previous Government, the focus of the National Women’s Strategy 
2007-2016 is closely linked to the gender equality goals of this Government and to EU gender 
equality policy.  These Reports have detailed significant progress made across the more than 
200 actions contained in the National Women’s Strategy 2007-2016. In my own Department, 
significant achievements should be noted in the areas of Violence against Women and Anti-
Human Trafficking measures.

Whilst acknowledging the progress made to date, it is important to recognise that much still 
needs to be done if we are to achieve de facto gender equality in Ireland. The National Women’s 
Strategy is an important instrument for achieving this aim and its stated Key Objectives are 
as relevant now as they were when the Strategy was published in 2007.  The Report outlining 
progress made in implementing the National Women’s Strategy during 2011 is complete and 
will be presented to Government shortly, and subject to the Government’s approval, it will be 
published at the earliest opportunity. The delay in this regard, while regrettable, has been due 
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to work pressures associated with the ambitious Gender Equality Programme currently being 
undertaken as part of Ireland’s Presidency of the European Union.  A Mid-Term Review of the 
Strategy is also being finalised and I expect that this will be presented to Government at the 
earliest opportunity.

Cross-Border Policing Strategy

06/03/2013WRB0020021. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress that has 
been made in developing a strategy to tackle cross border crime; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11652/13]

06/03/2013WRB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am glad to inform the House 
that there is close and ongoing co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the PSNI on all 
aspects of policing and that a joint strategy has already been developed and is in operation 
for quite some time.  In 2010 the two police forces put in place a joint Cross Border Policing 
Strategy which has as its aims to improve public safety throughout Ireland, to disrupt criminal 
activity and to enhance the policing capability of both police services on the island.  The joint 
Cross Border Policing Strategy includes sections dealing with Operations; Cross Border In-
vestigations; Intelligence-sharing and Security; Information and Communications Technology; 
Training; Human Resources, and Emergency Planning.  The two Forces are jointly engaged in 
implementing initiatives in all these areas.

I meet and maintain contact very regularly with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, 
David Ford, to address matters of mutual concern and enhance effective co-operation and co-
ordination on all criminal justice matters.  Under the Intergovernmental Agreement on Co-
operation on Criminal Justice Matters we operate a structured framework to further develop this 
co-operation.  Officials from our Departments meet regularly to assess and report to us on de-
velopments in a number of areas where co-operation is pursued.  The two Justice Departments, 
the police authorities and the public prosecutors North and South have jointly developed and 
put in place a Joint Manual of Guidance for use in criminal investigations with a cross-border 
element.  The joint manual supports the police and prosecution authorities in both jurisdictions 
by ensuring that each side has an awareness of the needs of the other jurisdiction and can bear 
those in mind in conducting an investigation.  The joint manual allows them to maximise the 
chances of a successful detection and prosecution.

The fight against the threat from paramilitary groups is a priority for both police services.  
The Gardaí co-operate seamlessly with their counterparts in Northern Ireland in actively bear-
ing down on these criminal terrorists.  The Garda Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the 
PSNI who have responsibility for operational policing co-operation have repeatedly empha-
sised that the close and high quality co-operation between their forces has been instrumental in 
preventing attacks, combating criminality and saving lives.

I would emphasise that the joint Cross Border Policing Strategy recognises the particular 
value of interagency co-operation in certain areas, for example, in ongoing efforts to combat 
organised crime.  The Cross-Border Task Force on Fuel Laundering and Smuggling which com-
prises representatives from the two police forces, the two customs services, the Criminal Assets 
Bureau and the Serious and Organised Crime Agency has underpinned successful actions which 
have disrupted the activities of a number of groups involved in the laundering and distribution 
of illegal fuels.  A similar interagency group, the Cross Border Tobacco Enforcement Group, is 
in place to support the fight against the activities of gangs engaged in tobacco fraud.

There is positive and dynamic North-South co-operation at policy and operational levels in 
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combating crime.  The challenges that crime presents are shared ones on this island and joint 
working will continue to enhance efforts to improve community safety for all.

06/03/2013WRB00350Garda Investigations

06/03/2013WRB0040022. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 8 of 20 June 2012, the current status of the Garda review of the murder 
of Fr. Niall Molloy in Clara, County Offaly, in July 1985; if he will accede to the request by the 
family for an independent inquiry into the priest’s violent death; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11417/13]

06/03/2013WRB00500194. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there will be 
an independent inquiry into the death of Fr. Niall Molloy in Clara, County Offaly. [11936/13]

06/03/2013WRB00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 22 and 194 together.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the examination surrounding the circumstances 
of the death of Father Niall Molloy is almost complete and that a report of this examination 
will be submitted to the Commissioner in the coming weeks.  Upon receipt of a report from the 
Commissioner I will review the situation.  I understand that the officers carrying out the exami-
nation are continuing to keep the family members of the deceased updated on progress.  While 
I fully appreciate the concerns of the family, in any case where criminal behaviour is suspected 
it is only through a Garda investigation, and where evidence of criminal wrongdoing is avail-
able through the submission of a file by the Gardaí to the Director of Public Prosecutions, that 
persons can be brought fully to account.  Therefore, I hope that the Deputy will agree that, in 
the first instance, we need to allow the present Garda examination to proceed to its conclusion.

Free Legal Aid Expenditure

06/03/2013WRB0070023. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
money paid out in free legal aid in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; the amount paid 
to defendants with prior criminal records in each of the years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11675/13]

06/03/2013WRB00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Total expenditure on criminal 
legal aid for the years referred to by the Deputy was as follows: 2009 - €60.3 million; 2010 
- €56.5 million; 2011 - €56.1 million; 2012 - €50.5 million; 2013 to date €5.8 million.  The 
Deputy will note that total expenditure for 2012 represented a reduction of 10% over 2011.  
This reduction in the annual expenditure is the largest ever recorded and represents a fall of 
approximately €10 million, or 16%, over the peak recorded in 2009.  That significant reduction 
follows savings measures I introduced since coming into office including cuts to fees in the 
course of 2011. 

As the Deputy will be aware, under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 the courts, 
through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal aid.  An applicant for legal aid 
must establish to the satisfaction of the court that his/her means are insufficient to enable him/
her to pay for legal aid him/herself.  The Act specifies that the court must also be satisfied that, 
by reason of the “gravity of the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in the 
interests of justice that the applicant should have legal aid.  An applicant’s previous convictions 
are not a criterion for access to legal aid under the Act and the information sought by the Deputy 
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regarding persons with prior convictions is therefore not recorded. 

I am sure the Deputy appreciates that an accused person who faces serious charges is en-
titled to a fair trial and the presumption of innocence and if he/she cannot afford to pay for 
legal representation there is a right to legal aid.  Under the Constitution, the State is obliged to 
provide an accused person with the means to obtain appropriate legal representation.  More-
over, the European Convention on Human Rights provides that every person charged with a 
criminal offence is entitled to defend him/herself in person or through legal assistance of his/her 
own choosing or, if he/she has insufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it free 
when the interests of justice so require.  The Deputy will appreciate that the Criminal Legal Aid 
Scheme must operate with due regard to these rights and that any unreasonable block on legal 
aid could give a convicted defendant an avenue for appeal or prohibition of the prosecution.  
My overriding concern is to ensure that no risk arises in relation to the prosecution of persons 
charged with criminal offences before the courts. 

I can inform the Deputy that a new Criminal Legal Aid Bill is being drafted to update and 
strengthen the system of granting legal aid including transferring responsibility for the adminis-
tration of the Scheme to the Legal Aid Board.  Consideration is being given to including in the 
Bill provisions to, inter alia, regulate better the taking of statements of means, increase the sanc-
tion for false declarations, allow the Board to verify the means of applicants and to prosecute 
cases of abuse.  Provision to give power to the Legal Aid Board to recover the costs of criminal 
legal aid or to make application to a court to revoke a criminal legal aid certificate are also un-
der consideration.  These provisions will have regard to a person’s rights to the presumption of 
innocence,  to a fair trial and to be given legal aid, where appropriate.  I hope it will be possible 
to publish the Bill during the course of this year.

06/03/2013WRB00850Equality Tribunal Cases

06/03/2013WRB0090024. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he plans 
to establish a non-judicial independent authority competent to deal with cases of discrimination 
in the provision of goods and services. [11553/13]

06/03/2013WRB01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At present, the Equality Tri-
bunal is the main forum to hear or mediate complaints of alleged discrimination in access to 
goods and services, under the Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2012. It is impartial, independent and 
quasi-judicial and its decisions and mediated settlements are legally binding.  Reform of the 
workplace relations institutions will involve the Equality Tribunal in a merger with the Labour 
Relations Commission, Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT) (first instance functions) and Na-
tional Employment Rights Authority to form a single agency for dealing with first instance 
complaints. The drafting of legislation to give effect to this merger and related matters are, as 
the Deputy will be aware, a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and In-
novation.

In regard to the pursuit of complaints under the Equal Status Acts, I refer the Deputy to my 
reply below to Parliamentary Question No. 54483 of 11 December 2012. The position is un-
changed since then.

“I can provide absolute assurance to persons with potential discrimination claims under 
employment equality legislation and equal status legislation that they will, on the merger of the 
Equality Tribunal into the new Workplace Relations Service, continue to be able to pursue for-
mal complaints before the new body and that these complaints will be dealt with as effectively 
as by the Equality Tribunal.  “



Questions - Written Answers

12

06/03/2013WRB01050Human Rights Issues

06/03/2013WRB0110025. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
ensure that the legislation establishing the Human Rights and Equality Commission will make 
it accountable directly to the Oireachtas rather than his Department in order to ensure that is 
compliant with the Paris Principles. [11564/13]

06/03/2013WRB0120037. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has plans for the 
merged human rights and equality body to take on the role of the disbanded National Consulta-
tive Committee on Racism and Interculturalism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11550/13]

06/03/2013WRB0130045. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way he 
intends to ensure that the merged Human Rights and Equality Commission will be fully com-
pliant with the UN Paris Principles as is outlined in the Heads of Bill; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11562/13]

06/03/2013WRB0140051. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of staff 
he will allocate to the merged human rights and equality body; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11551/13]

06/03/2013WRB0150053. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he will 
take to enable the new Human Rights and Equality Commission to more effectively, efficiently 
and cohesively champion human rights and equality. [11561/13]

06/03/2013WRB01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 25, 37, 45, 51 and 53 together.

I am entirely satisfied that all the elements of my proposals in relation to the establishment 
of the new Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) as set out in the General 
Scheme published last June are fully in accordance with the Paris Principles (which are the set 
of rules or standards that relate to the accreditation of National Human Rights Institutions for 
UN Purposes).  I have consulted with the UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
and provided a detailed response to issues and questions raised with regard to the General 
Scheme by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). A high-level 
delegation met with the relevant OHCHR senior officials on 8 October 2012. This was a very 
positive meeting and addressed fully all the issues and concerns raised previously by the High 
Commissioner.  The OHCHR consider that Ireland has engaged in a good process in the devel-
opment of the new Commission; has full confidence that the Government is approaching the 
issue in the right way and considers our approach as a best practice model for other countries.

I am on record regarding my concerns in relation to the disproportionate budgetary cuts 
made to the Equality Authority and the Human Rights Commission in the past. I consider the 
fact that the provision for 2013 in the budget for the new IHREC of €4.409m is a significant 
achievement given the current financial pressures on the public purse. This level of funding 
maintains the combined 2012 level of Exchequer grant-in-aid funding of both bodies and dem-
onstrates the Government’s strong commitment to strengthening our institutional framework 
for promotion and protection of human rights and equality.

As a consequence of the merger of both bodies, bringing together and integrating two sepa-
rate staff streams will be an initial task for the new Commission.  Also the new Commission 
will as a priority task undertake a review of staffing needs and prepare a business case for any 
essential additional staff. Again I am on record as saying this will have funding implications, 
but will be considered as favourably as possible even in the current extremely difficult climate.  
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The proposals in relation to functions as published  in the General Scheme are designed to give 
the new body a wide mandate in promoting equality and human rights while also giving it ef-
fective legal powers of protection and enforcement to address issues at a systemic level and to 
assist individuals in vindicating their rights.

As regards the former National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism the 
new body will have a role in relation to integration issues with regard to migrants and also some 
of the functions of the Committee were subsequently absorbed into the  Office for the Promo-
tion of Migrant Integration, an office of my Department.  In relation to direct reporting to the 
Oireachtas, I  would refer the Deputy to Heads 19 and 20 of the published General Scheme of 
the Bill which addresses this detail.

06/03/2013WRB01650Garda Resources

06/03/2013WRB0170026. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied that 
the Garda confidential recipient system is operating effectively and provides protection for 
whistle blowers; if he has any plans to make any changes to the operation of same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11600/13]

06/03/2013WRB01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Síochána (Confi-
dential Reporting of Corruption or Malpractice) Regulations 2007 provide for the appointment, 
and functions, of a Confidential Recipient to whom members of the Force can report, in confi-
dence, instances where they believe there may be corruption or malpractice within the Force.  
The Confidential Recipient is required to transmit each report to the Commissioner but, in do-
ing so, is bound to protect the identity of the confidential reporter.  Any communication between 
the Confidential Recipient and the Commissioner is absolutely confidential and there are strong 
safeguards in the Regulations for the protection of confidential reporters.  I have full confidence 
in the Confidential Recipient, and his office.  Whistleblowing provisions for members of the 
Garda Síochána are however being examined in the light of the provisions in the Protected 
Disclosures in the Public Interest Bill 2012 being developed by my colleague, the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

06/03/2013WRB01850Garda Vetting Applications

06/03/2013WRB0190027. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
waiting time for Garda vetting clearance in 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11659/13]

06/03/2013WRB02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the average processing time for Garda vetting applications for the years 2010 to 
2012 are as follows:

2010 2011 2012
12 weeks 8 weeks 8 weeks
The current average processing time is approximately 8 to 10 weeks. However, seasonal 

fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can re-
sult in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.

The Garda Central Vetting Unit currently provides employment vetting for approximately 
20,000 organisations in Ireland which employ personnel to work in a full time part time, volun-
tary or student capacity with children and or vulnerable adults and who are registered with the 
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Unit for this purpose. All organisations are aware of the processing time frames for the receipt 
of vetting and have been advised to factor this into their recruitment and selection processes. 
The Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisa-
tions in 2012. To ensure equity and fairness all applications are dealt with in chronological 
order from date of receipt.

It is my objective that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining the 
overall integrity of the vetting system. In that regard, following discussions with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, sanction was recently granted for an additional 25 
staff to be re-deployed from the Department of Agriculture to the Unit in the near future.  The 
Deputy may wish to note that Garda Central Vetting Unit will become the National Vetting Bu-
reau under the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 
2012 and will have a substantially expanded role under that legislation. I am currently engaged 
with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in addressing 
the staffing issues relevant to the coming into force of the 2012 Act.

06/03/2013WRB02050Garda Reserve

06/03/2013WRB0210028. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total strength of 
the Garda Reserve; his plans for the future of the Reserve; the total 2013 budget for the force; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11661/13]

06/03/2013WRB02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of the Garda Reserves is approximately 1,108 
Garda Reserves with a further 138 in training.  The moratorium on recruitment and appoint-
ments in the public service does not apply to the Garda Reserve, as members are volunteers 
and do not draw a salary. The Commissioner has carried out an internal review of the Reserve 
and has decided to extend their powers to include additional training in additional areas such 
as Domestic Violence, Child protection, Conflict Resolution, Garda policy on Bullying and 
Harassment, Out of Vehicle Safety Training (OVST), First Aid and Ample Probe Training. Con-
tinuous Professional Development courses continue to be provided annually to Garda Reserves 
on a Divisional basis. 

I would like to assure the House that the Government are fully committed to the continued 
development of the Garda Reserve.  I would also like to put on record my appreciation to the 
members of the Garda Reserve for their spirit of volunteerism and the services they provide to 
communities everywhere.  The total budget for An Garda Síochána in 2013 is approximately 
€1.412 billion.

06/03/2013WRB02250Garda Policing Plans

06/03/2013WRB0230029. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will detail 
the implementation plan for new smart policing mechanisms to replace closed Garda stations; 
the timeframe for the implementation of same; if a plan has been published; the budget that has 
been set aside for its implementation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11681/13]

06/03/2013WRB02400165. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
explain in detail the elements involved in smarter policing with specific regard to the way 
imbalances in geographic Garda deployments are taken into account in the application of the 
policy; if there will be any large scale rebalancing of the way Gardaí are deployed as part of this 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11784/13]
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06/03/2013WRB02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 29 and 165 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed al-
location of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct 
function in the matter. This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of de-
mographics, crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, 
Divisional and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best 
possible Garda service is provided to the public. 

One of the key elements of the 2013 Plan is that it sets out proposals for continuing the 
process of restructuring the way in which Garda services are organised and delivered, with the 
objective of enhancing the efficiency of the Force at a time of financial constraint.  This cop-
perfastens the commitment of the Commissioner to smart policing in using available resources 
efficiently and effectively and ensuring that the maximum number of Garda personnel are avail-
able for front-line policing.  A specific example of this is the targeted use of resources under 
Operation Fiacla in dealing with burglaries. 

In that overall context I believe that the objectives set out in the Garda Policing Plan for 
2013 will be achieved and that, despite the pressure on the public finances, it will be possible for 
the Force to operate to the optimum benefit of our communities in a manner that will facilitate 
the presence of operational Gardaí on patrol preventing and detecting crime.  The Garda Com-
missioner has stated that the revised structures will continue to support the Garda community 
philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs.  This centralisation of services 
will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling arrangements which, in turn, will pro-
vide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining existing Garda links with communities 
throughout the country.   The objective will be to ensure that the best possible policing service 
will continue to be provided to our communities.  The Garda Commissioner has also advised 
that closure of stations will result in some additional 61,000 patrolling hours being available for 
operational policing.

I am confident that the Garda Síochána will continue to provide a professional policing 
service right across the country in a manner that is effective and is consistent with the highest 
standards for which the Force is renowned.

06/03/2013WRC00150Organised Crime

06/03/2013WRC0020030. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of indi-
cations regarding the strength and number of the various criminal gangs throughout the country, 
if it is intended to invoke any new strategies to deal with the problem and permanently remove 
such gangs from the streets; if it may be envisaged to set a timetable within which it may be 
possible to tackle the level of organised crime here taking into account the procedures followed 
in other jurisdictions to deal with such a problem; if it may be possible to introduce a series of 
coordinated measures incorporating reform of the bail laws and/or other legislative or judicial 
reforms required including any necessary steps to prevent attacks on the Gardaí; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11607/13]

06/03/2013WRC00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that organised crime, by its very nature, is constantly evolving and diversifying in both its 
structures and activities so as to exploit opportunities for criminal gain.  I can assure the Deputy 
that addressing such criminality remains a key ongoing priority for both the Government and 
for An Garda Síochána and these priorities are clearly reflected in the Garda Policing Plan for 
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2013 and in the Programme for Government. I am in ongoing contact with the Garda Commis-
sioner about all aspects of serious crime and An Garda Síochána continues to vigorously tackle 
organised crime through a range of targeted activities designed to disrupt and dismantle the op-
erations of criminal organisations. Despite the challenges which they face, we should remember 
that week in, week out, the Gardaí are successfully bringing people involved in gangland activi-
ties before the Courts, securing convictions and that a substantial number are presently serving 
their sentences in prison.

The Garda approach involves targeting serious criminals and organised criminal groups on a 
number of fronts, including through the use of focused intelligence led operations by specialist 
units such as the Serious and Organised Crime Unit, the Garda Bureau of Fraud Investigation 
and the work of the Criminal Assets Bureau. These units are also supported, as required, by the 
Security and Intelligence Section which assists with the provision of intelligence briefings and 
timely information.

Law enforcement efforts in this regard are underpinned by a comprehensive framework of 
criminal law measures. Whilst this current framework is being actively used to tackle organised 
crime the overall legislative response is being kept under review. In this regard my Department 
is currently undertaking a specific review of the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Amend-
ment) Act 2009 to see if its provisions can be strengthened and the views of the Garda Commis-
sioner have been sought in this regard.  Furthermore, an Expert Group also established under 
the auspices of my Department, is currently engaged in a comprehensive review of the Proceeds 
of Crime legislation with a view to identifying possible improvements which would serve to 
strengthen the operation of the Criminal Assets Bureau.

I am conscious of public concern about the extent to which offences continue to be com-
mitted by persons on bail. I share that concern and believe that bail law must be continually 
reviewed to ensure that all possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the com-
mission of crime, particularly serious crime, by persons on bail.  Accordingly, my Department 
has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law with a view to presenting a clear, 
accessible and modern statement of the law.  In the context of that modernisation of the law, I 
will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on the protection of the individual and 
of the public.  The intention is that the new proposals will provide better guidance to the courts 
on how such protection might be provided.  I intend to bring proposals to Government on the 
matter as soon as possible, having regard to other legislative priorities.

While there is already very strong anti-gangland legislation in place, I will continue to pur-
sue important improvements to our overall legislative architecture. In this regard, the legislative 
priority for combating crime is the publication and enactment of a new Criminal Justice (Fo-
rensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill. This Bill represents a major step forward in 
the fight against serious crime.  It will lead to the establishment, for the first time, of a national 
DNA database in Ireland.  Finally I have made it clear to the Garda Commissioner that, if he 
feels there are other measures which might be taken in this area, then I will look at that very 
positively.

06/03/2013WRC00350Garda Stations Refurbishment

06/03/2013WRC0040031. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding extending Tallaght Garda station, an extension was proposed five years ago, but no 
work has commenced to date. [11421/13]

06/03/2013WRC00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of replace-
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ment and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is based on accommodation priorities which 
are established by An Garda Síochána. This programme is progressed in close cooperation with 
the Office of Public Works, which has responsibility capital expenditure in this area.  I am in-
formed by the Garda authorities that plans for the provision of a new Divisional Headquarters 
in Tallaght are currently being developed. Further progress on this project will be considered 
in the context of An Garda Síochána’s identified accommodation priorities and in the light of 
available resources within the Vote for the Office of Public Works.

06/03/2013WRC00550Garda Strength

06/03/2013WRC0060032. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total strength 
of An Garda Síochána in each of the past ten years to date; the strength at which personnel were 
deployed and continue to be deployed over each Garda Division; his anticipated strength of 
the force in each division over the next three years; the extend to which he expects to be in a 
position to provide adequate Garda availability on a 24 hour basis throughout each division in 
the future; the extent to which redeployments or rescheduling is needed to provide sufficient 
Garda cover evenly across the county in the aftermath of the already announced closure of some 
Garda Stations; the degree to which policing strategy continues to be in line with internationally 
recognised and modern best practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11606/13]

06/03/2013WRC00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This alloca-
tion of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.

The Deputy will also be aware that each District headquarters provides a 24 hour policing 
service to all of the communities in that district.  Garda numbers have been reducing due to the 
moratorium on recruitment. My objective, despite the enormous financial pressures facing the 
Government is to ensure that Garda numbers will not fall below 13,000.  I have informed my 
Cabinet colleagues that I am reviewing the position regarding Garda strength in light of an es-
timated reduction to just over 13,000 by the end of 2013, and, in this context, I will be bringing 
all relevant proposals to Cabinet in the coming weeks.

The Garda Commissioner has stated that the revised structures will continue to support the 
Garda community policing philosophy through the clustering of services at policing hubs.  This 
centralisation of services will facilitate the introduction of enhanced patrolling arrangements 
which, in turn, will provide increased Garda visibility as well as maintaining existing Garda 
links with communities throughout the country.   The objective will be to ensure that the best 
possible policing service will continue to be provided to our communities.  The Garda Commis-
sioner has also advised that closure of stations will result in some additional 61,000 patrolling 
hours being available for operational policing.

I have been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda 
Síochána on 31 December 2003 to 2012 and on 31 January 2013, the latest date for which fig-
ures are readily available, broken down by Division was as set out in the table. The distribution 
of Gardaí throughout the country in future years will be determined by the Commissioner tak-
ing all relevant factors into account and will be focussed on providing the best possible service 
to the public.
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Division 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13
DMR 
South 
Central

681 711 707 738 773 793 776 771 735 700 699

DMR 
Southern

538 564 556 595 623 648 642 632 605 588 588

DMR 
Northern

578 602 600 640 761 790 832 803 779 744 743

DMR West 626 658 679 719 758 794 789 788 771 744 744
DMR 
North 
Central

628 645 642 662 694 725 719 693 660 654 653

DMR 
Eastern

522 552 558 591 618 477 483 473 452 420 419

Louth/
Meath*

481 478 466 493 533 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Louth* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 296 306 314 305 292 290
Meath* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 299 315 313 302 296 295
West-
meath*

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 285 262 255 254 255

Longford/
West-
meath*

243 243 248 278 318 342 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Laois/Of-
faly

272 276 279 291 312 337 327 320 304 289 289

Carlow/
Kilkenny*

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 314 317 303 298 299

Kildare* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 321 323 318 318 318
Carlow/
Kildare*

323 323 331 367 402 375 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Wicklow* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 343 360 355 339 334 334
Wexford* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 280 286 281 273 260 257
Wexford/
Wicklow*

312 304 312 344 365 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Waterford* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 309 302 290 284 282
Waterford/
Kilkenny*

346 350 343 380 428 457 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Tipperary 312 306 314 341 361 384 395 383 376 371 369
Cork City 617 628 619 638 656 678 700 698 690 677 678
Cork 
North

245 243 247 262 285 300 303 309 304 303 303

Cork West 241 251 251 264 295 313 305 318 312 304 301
Kerry 266 262 266 295 318 341 339 334 314 298 297
Limerick 472 482 485 532 593 635 635 643 637 605 604
Clare 245 259 261 318 314 337 336 320 308 293 292
Galway* n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 600 601 595 585 584
Galway 
West*

345 363 374 401 424 453 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Roscom-
mon/Long-
ford*

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 292 301 286 280 280
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Division 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13
Galway 
East/
Roscom-
mon*

248 245 248 259 280 294 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Mayo 274 266 259 279 313 331 309 311 309 300 300
Sligo/
Leitrim

267 263 271 287 300 318 313 320 313 303 302

Donegal 424 412 417 448 476 488 468 466 444 427 427
Cavan/
Monaghan

377 374 367 383 402 418 406 391 360 348 347

(*Divisional re-alignments were carried out between 2007 and 2009)

06/03/2013WRC00750Domestic Violence Policy

06/03/2013WRC0080033. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to introduce comprehensive legislation on domestic violence; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11554/13]

06/03/2013WRC00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As I indicated in response to 
Parliamentary Question No. 522 of 12 February 2013, the Programme for Government com-
mitment - to introduce consolidated and reformed domestic violence legislation to address all 
aspects of domestic violence, threatened violence and intimidation, in a way that provides pro-
tection to victims - will be progressed as soon as possible having regard to the need for consul-
tations and the need to dispose of urgent legislative matters in my Department under the EU/
IMF Programme of Financial Support for the State.

06/03/2013WRC00950Garda Investigations

06/03/2013WRC0100034. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received the 
final report of the Assistant Garda Commissioner into allegations that fixed charge notices 
mainly for speeding have been inappropriately cancelled; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11602/13]

06/03/2013WRC01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): This question relates to the 
issue surrounding the allegations concerning the cancellation of Fixed Charge Notices.  Fixed 
Charge Notices are provided for under the Road Traffic Act, 2002 and are an alternative to pros-
ecution.  They give a motorist the opportunity to acknowledge the offence, pay the fixed charge 
and, where the offence is a penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty points.  While 
the issuing of a Fixed Charge Notice does not constitute commencement of legal proceedings, 
it normally leads to a prosecution if the fixed charge is not paid.

There can be circumstances, however, where the Fixed Charge Notice may be cancelled, 
in accordance with Garda procedures drawn up in the light of legislative exemptions and pros-
ecutorial guidelines.  Cancellation occurs where it is believed the evidence would not sustain a 
prosecution or a prosecution would not be appropriate, fair or proportionate.  The procedures 
provide authority to District Officers, or Inspectors Acting as District Officers, and an Inspector 
in the Fixed Charge Processing Office to cancel Fixed Charge Notices.  Cancellation can occur 
in circumstances where, for example, exemptions apply in relation to emergency vehicles or 
the wearing of seatbelts, or where there are evidential difficulties, such as where the registration 
number registered by a speed camera does not correspond to the vehicle in question, or where 
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there are emergency medical circumstances such as, for example, a sick child being driven to 
hospital, an imminent birth, or a medical professional rushing to a sick or elderly patient.  Ac-
cess to cancel a fixed charge notice through ‘Pulse’ is restricted to users with the rank of Inspec-
tor or higher.

Allegations concerning the cancellation of fixed charge notices are being examined by an 
Assistant Commissioner who is due to report his findings shortly.  I have received an interim 
report from the Commissioner, but I will not be making any further comment on any allega-
tions until the final report is available, which I have been informed by the Commissioner will 
be in two weeks time.  It would be premature and wrong to assume that the cancellation of fixed 
charge notices were inappropriate.

06/03/2013WRC01150Appointments to State Boards

06/03/2013WRC0120035. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of un-
filled board positions under the auspices of his Department; the length of time they have been 
vacant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11667/13]

06/03/2013WRC01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the information sought is outlined in the following tables.

Censorship of Publications Board and Censorship of Publications Appeal Board

Entity Vacancies Date vacancies arose
Censorship of Publications 
Board

5 9 November 2011{Posi-
tions advertised on 1 March 
2013}

Censorship of Publications 
Appeal Board

5 [Chairman must be a judge 
or solicitor or barrister of not 
less than 7 years’ standing]

11 February 2012 {Posi-
tions advertised on 1 March 
2013}

  

The Private Security Authority

The Private Security Authority (PSA), an independent agency under the remit of my Depart-
ment, is the regulatory body with responsibility for regulating and licensing the private security 
industry in the State.  The last Board of the PSA completed its term of office on 3 December 
2012.  On 16 November 2012, I invited Expressions of Interest in respect of seven positions on 
the new Board.  The remaining four positions, in accordance with the relevant legislation, are 
to be nominated representatives from my own Department, the Department of Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation, An Garda Síochána and the PSA itself.  I expect to shortly be in a position to 
make an announcement on the appointment of a new Board.

Entity Vacancies Date vacancies arose
Private Security Authority 11 03/12/2012
The Equality Authority

The Deputy will also be aware that the Human Rights Commission and the Equality Author-
ity are in the process of merging to form the new Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC). An independent selection process in relation to the membership of the new Com-
mission is underway and members of the public were invited to apply. The intention is that the 
successful applicants will be appointed by myself and by Government to the two existing bod-
ies, pending enactment of the necessary legislation to effect the merger. It is also intended that 
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the successful applicants will meet with the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality.

Entity Vacancies Date vacancies arose
The Equality Authority 14 29/02/2012

06/03/2013WRC01350Proposed Legislation

06/03/2013WRC0140036. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which he will publish the Assisted Decision-making Capacity Bill; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11556/13]

06/03/2013WRC01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my reply 
to Question No. 671 of 5 February 2013 in which I said the following:

“Drafting of the Bill is being finalised with a view to meeting the commitment in the Gov-
ernment Legislation Programme which indicates that the Bill is expected to be published in the 
current session.  The Programme for Government contains a commitment to introduce a Bill 
that is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Work is being 
completed to properly align the provisions of the Bill with the principles contained in the UN 
Convention on supporting people with impaired capacity in making decisions and exercising 
their basic rights.”

Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 25.

06/03/2013WRC01650Departmental Contracts

06/03/2013WRC0170038. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures his De-
partment or An Garda Síochána have taken to ensure that any private companies contracted by 
them to carry out work on behalf of the State are compliant with employment rights legislation. 
[11570/13]

06/03/2013WRC01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Both my Department’s and the 
Garda Siochana’s procurement of services is regulated by E.U. and Irish Law and follows pro-
cedures issued by the National Procurement Service.  Both organisations, as public bodies, are 
concerned that employees rights are protected.  When tendering for services both organisations 
makes use of standard templates issued by the NPS prepared by the Office of the Chief State 
Solicitor.  Potential service providers are reminded, under the terms and conditions of the tender 
documentation, that they are required to have taken account of their legal obligations relating 
to employment protection and working conditions in the provision of services sought and that 
the employment status, remuneration, taxes, immigration and work permits of all personnel 
retained for the purposes of providing services are their sole responsibility in law.

In this regard, tenderers must, when submitting their bid, provide a statement confirming 
that they have taken account of these legal obligations relating to employment protection and 
working conditions.  Failure to do so renders the tender submission non-compliant and ex-
cludes them from further consideration for the provision of services. Tenderers are also required 
to include an undertaking to comply fully with Council Directive 2001/23/EC relating to the 
safeguarding of employee’s rights in the event of transfer of undertakings and to indemnify the 
contracting Authority for any claim arising or loss incurred as a result of its failure or incapacity 
to fulfil its obligations. Once contracts are in place, any reported breaches of rights would be 
taken up with the employer.
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06/03/2013WRD00050Sentencing Policy

06/03/2013WRD0010039. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for setting 
out clear sentencing guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11654/13]

06/03/2013WRD0020050. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to intro-
duce sentencing guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11565/13]

06/03/2013WRD00300161. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for setting 
out clear sentencing guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11771/13]

06/03/2013WRD00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 39, 50 and 161 together.

I know the Deputies will appreciate that judges are independent in the matter of sentencing, 
as in other matters concerning the exercise of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution 
and the law.  In accordance with this principle, the role of the Oireachtas has been to specify 
in law a maximum penalty and a court, having considered all the circumstances of the case, 
to impose an appropriate penalty up to that maximum.  The court is required to impose a sen-
tence which is proportionate not only to the crime but to the individual offender, in that process 
identifying where on the sentencing range the particular case should lie and then applying any 
mitigating factors which may be present. 

There are, of course, a small number of situations where statute has created exceptions to 
this approach most notably by providing for mandatory sentences for murder and presumptive 
minimum sentences in the case of certain firearms and drug trafficking offences.  Except for 
exceptional circumstances, I am of the view that the Oireachtas should be cautious in prescrib-
ing mandatory sentences.  An important safeguard rests in the power of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions to apply to the Court of Criminal Appeal to review a sentence she regards as un-
duly lenient.

The Deputy may be aware that the Law Reform Commission, after detailed study some 
years ago, recommended against the introduction of statutory sentencing guidelines but fa-
voured non-statutory sentencing principles.  The Superior Courts have developed a substantial 
body of case law setting out general principles of sentencing.  Sentencing practice is also being 
developed by a steering committee of the judiciary which developed the Irish Sentencing Infor-
mation System (ISIS) website, a pilot initiative designed to gather information about the range 
of sentences and other penalties that have been imposed for particular types of offences across 
court jurisdictions.  Information on over 1,000 cases is detailed on the website and following 
the committee’s recent announcement, three JobBridge interns have this week been appointed 
in order to recommence populating the online database with information on sentencing in the 
criminal courts. 

The ISIS committee also announced they are planning to recommence providing informa-
tion on sentencing in relation to specific issues, in which context an analysis has been published 
on rape sentencing prepared by the Judicial Researchers Office under the guidance of Mr. Jus-
tice Peter Charleton.  In addition, on 25 February last, the ISIS Committee and the Committee 
for Judicial Studies hosted a lecture given by Lord Justice Colman Treacy on Sentencing Guide-
lines, focusing on the work of the Sentencing Council of England and Wales.  I understand that 
it is the intention of those Committees to host further events of this nature in the future. 

Finally, as the Deputy may be aware, in September 2012, I announced a strategic review of 
penal policy. I have established a working group to carry out this review which will examine all 
aspects of penal policy and I expect the Group to report later this year.
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06/03/2013WRD00450Road Safety

06/03/2013WRD0050040. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to outsource 
existing Garda road safety tasks beyond the current Go Safe contract; and the rationale for 
same. [11603/13]

06/03/2013WRD00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In November, 2009 a contract 
was concluded for the provision of an outsourced safety camera network to An Garda Síochána.  
The outsourced safety camera network commenced operations in November 2010.  The service 
provider, Go Safe, provides 6,000 speed monitoring hours and 1,475 traffic survey hours per 
month across the country and is contracted to provide the service for five years (from November 
2010) with an option to extend provision of the service for one further year.  I am informed by 
the Garda authorities that there are currently no proposals for outsourcing further functions of 
An Garda Síochána in respect of the enforcement of Road Traffic legislation.

06/03/2013WRD00650Judicial Council Legislation

06/03/2013WRD0070041. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to introduce 
a judicial complaints mechanism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11566/13]

06/03/2013WRD00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Govern-
ment undertakes to “legislate to establish a Judicial Council, with lay representation, to provide 
an effective mechanism for dealing with complaints against judges” and this commitment is 
being given expression in the form of the proposed Judicial Council Bill. As well as providing 
for the establishment of a Judicial Council and Board that will promote excellence and high 
standards of conduct by judges, the proposed Bill is aimed at providing a means of investigating 
allegations of judicial misconduct supported by the establishment of a Judicial Conduct Com-
mittee which will have lay representation.  

In November 2011, the judiciary agreed to establish an Interim Judicial Council pending the 
publication and enactment of the proposed Judicial Council Bill. A sub-committee of the Board 
of the Interim Judicial Council was subsequently established to consider the General Scheme 
for a Judicial Council Bill, a version of which had been published by the previous Government 
in August 2010. The observations of the sub-committee were conveyed to me by the Chief Jus-
tice on 8 May 2012. These observations were duly considered in my Department taking account 
of intervening developments and of current Government policy. Following this consideration, I 
conveyed the relevant drafting instructions to the Attorney General in November 2012.  Work 
on the drafting of the new Bill continues, therefore, in conjunction with the Offices of the At-
torney General and of Parliamentary Counsel and I very much appreciate the ongoing support 
being given to this initiative by the Chief Justice and her judicial colleagues. Under the Gov-
ernment’s Legislation Programme for the Spring Session, announced by the Chief Whip on 15 
January 2013, publication of the Bill is expected later this year.

06/03/2013WRD00850Garda Stations Refurbishment

06/03/2013WRD0090042. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Justice and Equality in view of the 
recent closure of small Garda Stations, the arrangements in place to expand, extend, refurbish 
or re-site existing Garda Stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11424/13]

06/03/2013WRD01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of replace-
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ment and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is based on agreed accommodation priori-
ties which are established by An Garda Síochána. This programme is progressed by An Garda 
Síochána in co-operation with the Office of Public Works, who have responsibility for capital 
expenditure in this area.  I understand from the Garda authorities that refurbishment work has 
been undertaken to provide additional station accommodation arising from the closure of sta-
tions in accordance with the 2013 Garda Policing Plan.  This programme  has been pursued in 
conjunction with the Office of Public Works.

I am also very pleased that the provision of three new Garda Divisional Headquarters for 
Kevin Street in Dublin, Galway and Wexford was included in the special Government stimulus 
package announced last July.  I believe that the provision of these facilities will significantly 
enhance Garda capacity to carry out their functions more effectively.  Overall, Garda accom-
modation requirements throughout the country are subject to ongoing review and they will be 
progressed in the context of An Garda Síochána’s identified accommodation priorities and in 
the light of available resources.

06/03/2013WRD01050Magdalen Laundries Report

06/03/2013WRD0110043. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe for 
Judge Quirke’s advisory report on redress following on from the Magdalene Laundries report; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11680/13]

06/03/2013WRD01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Government has asked the 
Retired High Court Judge and current President of the Law Reform Commission, Mr. Justice 
John Quirke, to undertake a three month review and, taking into account the findings of the 
report of the Inter-Departmental Committee to establish the facts of State involvement with the 
Magdalen Laundries, to make recommendations as to the criteria that should be applied in as-
sessing the help that the Government can provide in the areas of payments and other supports. 

Stardust Fire

06/03/2013WRE0020044. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has re-
ceived a submission from an organisation (details supplied) in relation to the Stardust disaster 
of 1981 in which 48 young lives were tragically lost; his views on the submission; his views 
on whether any evidence from the 1982 Keane Tribunal Report was subsequently withdrawn 
before the 2009 Coffey Report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11422/13]

06/03/2013WRE00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): My Department has received 
correspondence on behalf of a number of the families in question in which a range of issues are 
raised and in connection with which the Department has been put on notice of the possibility of 
legal proceedings.  My Department has recently responded to this correspondence to the effect 
that it does not accept the conclusions arrived at in the correspondence and that any proceedings 
along the lines referred to will be defended.

Question No. 45 answered with Question No. 25.

Immigration Policy

06/03/2013WRE0050046. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on which 
he will publish the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill; if it will contain a single de-
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termination procedure, long-term residence status as well as procedures for the registration of 
non-Irish national minors under 16. [11552/13]

06/03/2013WRE00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Work on the details of the 
Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2010 is ongoing at my Department pursuant to cur-
rent Government policy which is committed, under the Programme for National Recovery, to 
“introduce comprehensive reforms of the immigration, residency and asylum systems, which 
will include a statutory appeals system and set out rights and obligations in a transparent way”.  
The Bill provides, inter alia, for the introduction of a single application procedure for the in-
vestigation of all grounds for protection and any other grounds presented by applicants seeking 
to remain in the State.  This and the other aspects of the Bill raised by the Deputy are among 
those to which we are giving detailed consideration at this time, including in conjunction with 
the Offices of the Attorney General and of Parliamentary Counsel.

As I have outlined previously to the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality and Defence, sev-
eral hundred amendments to the Bill are anticipated, the majority of a technical nature.  I also 
expressed the considered view that instead of engaging in an extremely cumbersome process of 
tabling hundreds of amendments to the 2010 Bill, it would be much more efficient to publish a 
new and enhanced text.  Such an approach can incorporate the many anticipated amendments 
while addressing key outstanding issues, several of which have been of concern to Members 
including those being raised by the Deputy on this occasion.  This proposition was broadly wel-
comed by the joint committee.  Work on the Bill continues on that basis while taking account 
of any intervening matters of relevance such as decisions by the courts.  It remains my objec-
tive under this new approach, and mindful of our having to deal with the competing legislative 
demands of our EU/IMF/ECB Programme commitments, to be in a position to bring a revised 
Bill to the Government for approval and publication later this year.

Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 20.

Asylum Seeker Accommodation

06/03/2013WRE0080048. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the Fourth Monitoring Report of the European Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance on Ireland which found that the direct provision accommodation system for asylum 
seekers is unsuitable for lengthy periods of stay and has a negative impact on family life; and 
his plans to change this system. [11549/13]

06/03/2013WRE00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Reception and Integra-
tion Agency (RIA), a functional unit of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my 
Department, is responsible for the accommodation of persons while their applications for inter-
national protection are being processed.  As of 17 February 2013, there are 4,819 residents in 35 
direct provision accommodation centres contracted to the RIA throughout the State.  I am aware 
of the recommendations made in relation to the direct provision system in the fourth monitoring 
report of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance on Ireland which was pub-
lished on 19 February 2013.  I have explained in detail in response to previous Dáil Questions 
the reasons the direct provision system was introduced in 1999 when the structures in place 
were entirely unsuited to the situation then pertaining.  A new system was necessary to prevent 
widespread homelessness among asylum seekers.  I have also explained that residents and their 
children have the same medical and educational entitlements as Irish citizens and, as well as 
their full board costs being met, can apply to Community Welfare Officers for assistance to 
meet a particular once-off need by way of an exceptional needs payment under the Supplemen-
tary Welfare Allowance scheme.  The system remains a necessary feature of the State’s asylum 
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and immigration system.  I acknowledge that the length of time spent in the direct provision 
system is an issue to be addressed.

On the matter of application processing times and consequent length of time spent in the 
direct provision system, some cases can take significantly longer to complete owing to, for 
example, delays arising from medical issues or because of judicial review proceedings.  All 
asylum applications and appeals are processed in accordance with the Refugee Act 1996.  High-
quality and fair decision-making in all cases continues to be a key priority at all stages of the 
asylum process.  For the sake of completeness, it is necessary to point out that people who 
are refused a declaration under section 17 of the Refugee Act 1996, as amended, enter what is 
commonly referred to as the “leave to remain” process which generally has two elements to it: 
an application for subsidiary protection and further consideration to be given under section 3 
of the Immigration Act 1999, as amended.  This is separate from the asylum or refugee status 
determination process.  The processing of cases at this point is also complex and extremely 
resource-intensive.  There are no quick or easy decisions to make.  Given the life-changing 
consequences for the persons involved, these are decisions which must be taken with the most 
scrupulous care and attention.

I have taken steps to speed up the processing of applications, primarily by redeploying staff 
from the refugee determination bodies.  The Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2010, 
which I intend to republish, provides for the introduction of a single procedure to determine 
applications for protection and other reasons to remain in the State.  This should substantially 
simplify and streamline the existing arrangements.  This reorganisation of the protection appli-
cation processing framework will remove the current multi-layered processes and provide ap-
plicants with a final decision on their applications in a more straightforward and timely fashion.  
Further, I recently approved an initiative to put in place a panel of people with legal expertise 
who will assist the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in processing a cohort of repa-
triation cases, thereby speeding up the overall process and reducing the time spent by persons 
in the direct provision system.  I would expect to see significant dividends, in terms of cases 
finalised, from this initiative in the coming months.

06/03/2013WRF00150Cross-Border Co-operation

06/03/2013WRF0020049. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will update Dáil 
Éireann on cooperation between An Garda Síochána, the PSNI and MI-5, with specific refer-
ence to cooperation between An Garda Síochána Superintendents and their Northern Ireland 
equivalents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11419/13]

06/03/2013WRF00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Garda Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI and their respective forces have 
responsibility for operational policing co-operation.  There is in place a joint Cross Border Po-
licing Strategy which the two police forces operate.  This strategy covers the range of policing 
areas of mutual interest to the two forces and the co-operation activities which take place under 
the strategy are not rank specific in respect of either force.

The Garda Síochána maintains a close working relationship with the police and security 
services in Northern Ireland and Great Britain and, indeed, with their counterparts in other EU 
and third countries in respect of ongoing, international efforts to counter terrorism.  I am sure 
the Deputy will understand that it would not be appropriate, for sound reasons of security, to 
elaborate in any detail on what might be entailed in the Garda Authorities’ relationship with 
other security and intelligence services.
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  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 39.

  Question No. 51 answered with Question No. 25.

06/03/2013WRF00388Garda Investigations

06/03/2013WRF0040052. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will have the 
case of the murder of Garda Richard Fallon on 3 April 1970 independently reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11418/13]

06/03/2013WRF00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The murder of Garda Richard 
Fallon was a terrible tragedy for his family and I want to, again, express my deepest sympa-
thy to them. On top of that personal tragedy, his murder was also an event that can only be 
described as a heinous crime carried out by ruthless individuals.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
this case is currently being reviewed by An Garda Síochána’s Serious Crime Review Team and 
it is expected that the results will be available to the family shortly.  I am conscious that this is 
a matter of great concern to the Fallon family but I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that it 
would be best to await the outcome of the Garda review.

  Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 25.

06/03/2013WRF00575Road Traffic Offences

06/03/2013WRF0060054. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his propos-
als concerning the termination of penalty points; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11684/13]

06/03/2013WRF00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Fixed Charge Notices are pro-
vided for under the Road Traffic Act, 2002 and are an alternative to prosecution.  They give a 
motorist the opportunity to acknowledge the offence, pay the fixed charge and, where the of-
fence is a penalty point offence, incur the appropriate penalty points.  While the issuing of a 
Fixed Charge Notice does not constitute commencement of legal proceedings, it normally leads 
to a prosecution if the fixed charge is not paid.

There can be circumstances, however, where the Fixed Charge Notice may be cancelled, 
in accordance with Garda procedures drawn up in the light of legislative exemptions and pros-
ecutorial guidelines.  Cancellation occurs where it is believed the evidence would not sustain a 
prosecution or a prosecution would not be appropriate, fair or proportionate.  The procedures 
provide authority to District Officers, or Inspectors Acting as District Officers, and an Inspector 
in the Fixed Charge Processing Office to cancel Fixed Charge Notices.  Cancellation can occur 
in circumstances where, for example, exemptions apply in relation to emergency vehicles or 
the wearing of seatbelts, or where there are evidential difficulties, such as where the registration 
number registered by a speed camera does not correspond to the vehicle in question, or where 
there are emergency medical circumstances such as, for example, a sick child being driven to 
hospital, an imminent birth, or a medical professional rushing to a sick or elderly patient.  Ac-
cess to cancel a fixed charge notice through ‘Pulse’ is restricted to users with the rank of Inspec-
tor or higher.

Allegations concerning the cancellation of fixed charge notices are being examined by an 
Assistant Commissioner who is due to report his findings shortly.  I have received an interim 
report from the Commissioner, but I will not be making any further comment on any allega-
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tions until the final report is available, which I have been informed by the Commissioner will 
be in two weeks time.  It would be premature and wrong to assume that the cancellation of fixed 
charge notices were inappropriate.  Let us await the final report on this matter, which I expect 
shortly, and we will then be in a position to draw conclusions.

06/03/2013WRF00750Garda Stations

06/03/2013WRF0080055. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to reverse 
the decision to downgrade Gorey Garda Station, County Wexford, in view of the fact that the 
fast growing population and level of crime in the area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11601/13]

06/03/2013WRF00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Garda Síochána Acts, proposals to change Garda District geographical boundar-
ies are a matter in the first instance for the Garda Commissioner, in the context of his Annual 
Policing Plan.  The Garda Policing Plan for 2013 sets out the Commissioner’s proposals to 
amalgamate a number of Garda Districts, including the Gorey and Enniscorthy Districts. The 
Commissioner’s priority in introducing the changes in the 2013 Policing Plan was to ensure 
the continued delivery of an effective policing service throughout the country and ensure that 
Garda resources are deployed to meet the existing and projected policing requirements within 
all Divisions in 2013, including the Wexford Division.

The amalgamation of Garda Districts into larger Districts will allow for the more flexible 
deployment of resources and provide improved economies of scale in terms of administration.  
The Garda Commissioner has stated that, whilst the revised structures will further enhance 
operational capacity, they will also continue to support the Garda community policing philoso-
phy.  The revised District arrangements for the Wexford Division are aimed at freeing up Garda 
personnel from desk duties so that they are out with communities, engaging in frontline polic-
ing.  In that context, I have been advised by the Garda authorities that the amalgamation of the 
Gorey and Enniscorthy Garda Districts will lead to improved efficiencies in the delivery of the 
policing service currently provided within the Wexford Garda Division.

06/03/2013WRF00950Aviation Licences

06/03/2013WRF0100056. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the total number of military aircraft that landed at Shannon Airport in 2012; the names of the 
State forces to which these aircraft belong; the reason these aircraft used the landing facilities 
at Shannon; and the average duration of their stay at Shannon. [11916/13]

06/03/2013WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Air Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 gives the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
primary responsibility for the regulation of activity by foreign military aircraft in Ireland. In 
2012, my Department granted permission for the landing of 608 foreign military aircraft at 
Shannon Airport. Permission was granted in all cases subject to the normal conditions that ap-
ply to landings at Irish airports by foreign military aircraft; namely that the aircraft are unarmed, 
carry no arms, ammunition or explosives, do not engage in intelligence gathering, and that the 
flights in question do not form any part of military exercises or operations.

The table provides details of the countries involved and the number of times permission 
was sought to land in Shannon Airport. In the vast majority of cases, military aircraft used the 
landing facilities at Shannon Airport for the purposes of refuelling and to allow for crew and 
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passenger rest. In a small number of cases, aircraft landed in Shannon Airport to allow for the 
transport of dignitaries or other persons participating in visits to Ireland, as a result of medi-
cal emergencies on board, for flight crew training, and for aircraft maintenance purposes.  The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade does not keep a record of the length of time involved 
on each occasion when a military aircraft lands at Shannon Airport. 

Name of State No. of Landings
Bahrain 2
Belgium 3
Canada 10
China 1
Egypt 2
France 7
Germany 5
Italy 18
Jordan 3
Panama 1
Russia 4
Sweden 2
UAE 2
USA 548
Total 608

06/03/2013WRF01150Human Rights Issues

06/03/2013WRF0120057. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the measures taken by Irish Aid, his Department and non governmental organisations that re-
ceive financial support through Irish Aid or his Department, in support of human rights promo-
tion in developing countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11775/13]

06/03/2013WRF01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights is a cornerstone of 
our foreign policy. We strongly believe that sustainable development can only be achieved by 
ensuring a strong human rights foundation. That is why the Government places such an empha-
sis on the promotion of human rights in its poverty eradication efforts in developing countries.  
Through our overseas aid programme we support the promotion of human rights in developing 
countries in a number of important ways. Active engagement with and support for civil society 
is a key aspect of this work. Of Ireland’s total aid budget of €623 million this year, about a 
quarter will be channelled through civil society organisations to support their valuable work in 
advancing human rights, whether civil and political, or economic, social and cultural.

Specific funding is also provided for human rights work in Ireland’s nine Programme Coun-
tries. This supports the work of Governments for example in ensuring the rule of law, National 
Human Rights Institutions, non-governmental organisations and others in promoting and pro-
tecting human rights, especially for the most vulnerable. Overall funding for governance in our 
Programme Countries amounted to over €27.5 million in 2011, equivalent to 15% of our total 
spend there.

At the global level, support is provided for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, which plays a pivotal role in overseeing major programmes in protecting human rights 
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and implementing international rights agreements. €2 million was provided for the Office of the 
High Commissioner by Ireland in 2012. We also support the Irish Human Rights Commission 
for its work with National Human Rights Institutions in Sierra Leone and Malawi.

Ireland’s current membership of the United Nations Human Rights Council provides a fur-
ther opportunity to play a vibrant and strong role in the promotion and protection of human 
rights worldwide. We remain committed to a strong multilateral human rights system which 
can impartially monitor the implementation of human rights norms. In particular, Ireland is 
championing the UN Universal Periodic Review mechanism which reviews all member states’ 
human rights records.

At the European Union level too, Ireland is playing a full an active part in ensuring human 
rights are advanced in developing countries. Article 21 of the Treaty on European Union reaf-
firmed the EU’s determination to promote human rights and democracy through all its external 
actions. Ireland, together with other EU Member States and the European Commission, agreed 
an EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy last year. By working together effectively 
in promoting human rights, we believe our impact will be greater.

06/03/2013WRG00150Diplomatic Representation

06/03/2013WRG0020058. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of staff by grade currently working in the Irish Embassies in Madrid, Paris, 
Ottawa, Mexico and Athens for the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11814/13]

06/03/2013WRG00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.  The staffing figures take 
account of staff assigned from Ireland and locally engaged support staff as well as, in the cases 
of Madrid and Paris, staff of other Departments whose salary costs are borne by those Depart-
ments.   

Embassy Current staffing complement Changes since March 2010
Madrid Officers posted from HQ

1 Ambassador (Assistant Secretary)
1 Third Secretary
1 Executive Officer
1 Liaison Officer (Garda) 

Local Staff
1 PA to Ambassador
1 Consular Manager
6 Clerk Secretaries
1 Intern
1 Messenger
1 Driver

Vacant First Secretary post tempo-
rarily filled by an Intern for duration 
of EU Presidency

Consular Manager post created in 
lieu of Executive Officer post being 
suppressed post EU Presidency
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Paris Officers posted from HQEmbassy 
Paris
1 Ambassador (Assistant Secretary)
2 First Secretaries
2 Third Secretaries 
1 Liaison Officer (Garda)
1 Agriculture Attaché (D/Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine) 

Local Staff
1 PA to Ambassador
8 Clerk Secretaries
1 Driver
1 Messenger 

Counsellor post downgraded to First 
Secretary

First Secretary post downgraded to 
Third Secretary
Executive Officer post suppressed

Ottawa Officers posted from HQ
1 Ambassador (Assistant Secretary)
1 First Secretary 

Local Staff
1 PA to Ambassador (temporary post)
3 Clerk Secretaries
1 Intern
1 Driver / Messenger

Vacant Third Secretary post tempo-
rarily filled by an Intern for duration 
of EU Presidency

Mexico Officers posted from HQ
1 Ambassador (Counsellor)
1 First Secretary
1 Third Secretary 

Local Staff
1 PA to Ambassador
2 Clerk Secretaries
2 Drivers / Messengers

None

Athens Officers posted from HQ
1 Ambassador (Counsellor)
1 Third Secretary

Local Staff
1 PA to Ambassador
2 Clerk Secretaries
1 Intern
1 Driver / Messenger
1 Cleaner

Vacant First Secretary post tempo-
rarily filled by an Intern for duration 
of EU Presidency

06/03/2013WRG00350Property Taxation Collection

06/03/2013WRG0040059. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if persons on pensions who 
cannot afford to pay the tax long term and opt to defer it are subject to an additional 8% annual 
charge or a 4% charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11736/13]

06/03/2013WRG0050060. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance with regards to the local 
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property tax, if he will take the money at source from those who cannot or will not pay or will 
they add 8% onto the tax annually until it is paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11737/13]

06/03/2013WRG00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 
60 together. 

In line with all other taxes, the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 provides for the 
charging of interest on overdue taxes at annual rate of 8% or 0.0219% per day, the same as the 
rate chargeable in relation to overdue income or capital gains taxes.  The legislation provides 
for the possibility of full or partial deferral in certain defined circumstances to qualified liable 
persons, and in such circumstances, the interest is 4% per annum.  The deferred amount, in-
cluding interest, will attach to the property and will have to be paid before the property is sold 
or transferred.  Details of the deferral arrangements are available on Revenue’s website www.
revenue.ie, where the Revenue Commissioners have recently published a useful Guide to Local 
Property Tax.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that, for those who do not qualify for deferral 
of the tax, there is a wide range of payment options available to liable persons, which will allow 
them to pay their LPT liability in full or to pay the tax in equal instalments beginning in July 
2013 by direct debit or by deduction at source from employment income, occupational pension 
or certain payments for the Department of Social Protection or the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine.  In these circumstances, no interest will be charged.

I am satisfied that Revenue will make it as easy as possible for people to comply with their 
obligations and facilitate the vast majority of liable persons who, I believe, will wish to pay 
their LPT charge.  However, for those residential property owners who are not prepared to pay, 
I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that, in the interests of fairness and equity to 
the compliant taxpayer who pays their LPT, follow-up action will be taken to recover the tax 
from those liable persons as soon as possible.  Revenue will pursue payment of the Revenue 
Estimate, which is an estimate of the LPT due and applies where the liable person has failed to 
submit their LPT Return, including by way of mandatory deduction from 1 July 2013 from the 
liable person’s employment income, occupational pension or certain Government payments.  In 
such circumstances, payment of interest will not arise assuming no additional liability arises.

06/03/2013WRG00650Tax Collection

06/03/2013WRG0070061. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider an ap-
peal to his clemency and waive the outstanding amount owed by the person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11723/13]

06/03/2013WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I consider that intervention by me in an 
issue involving Revenue and an individual taxpayer would not be appropriate.  It is a longstand-
ing convention that the Minister for Finance does not intervene in such matters.  I would note 
also the provision enacted by the Oireachtas last year in the Ministers and Secretaries (Amend-
ment) Act 2011 whereby the independence of the Revenue Commissioners in the performance 
of their functions was enacted in Section 101 of that Act.

06/03/2013WRG00850Banking Sector Regulation

06/03/2013WRG0090062. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Allied Irish Banks, in which 
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he is the shareholder of 99.8% of the shares, will meet the Central Bank of Ireland licensing 
criteria as set out in the Licensing and Supervision Requirements and Standards for Credit In-
stitutions. [11728/13]

06/03/2013WRG0100063. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Permanent TSB, in which 
he is the shareholder of 99.5% of the shares, can meet the Central Bank of Ireland licensing 
criteria as set out in the Licensing and Supervision Requirements and Standards for Credit In-
stitutions. [11729/13]

06/03/2013WRG0110064. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Bank of Ireland, in which he 
is the shareholder of 15% of the shares, will meet the Central Bank of Ireland licensing criteria 
as set out in the Licensing and Supervision Requirements and Standards for Credit Institutions. 
[11730/13]

06/03/2013WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 to 
64, inclusive, together.  

As the Deputy will be aware Allied Irish Bank, Permanent TSB and Bank of Ireland all hold 
Irish banking licences issued by the Central Bank of Ireland.  I have been also advised by the 
Central Bank that under Section 33AK of the Central Bank Act, the Central Bank of Ireland is 
restricted in its ability to detail specific elements of the supervision of Credit Institutions, and 
cannot therefore provide details of any breaches to the Central Bank’s Licensing and Supervi-
sion Requirements for Credit Institutions.  The Central Bank can confirm that in the event of a 
breach of the licensing criteria occurring, action would be taken to ensure the credit institution 
remediates the cause of the breach immediately (if possible), and to ensure that the breach does 
not recur.  Depending on the nature of the breach, further Central Bank action will be consid-
ered, including possible enforcement action and other regulatory sanction.

06/03/2013WRG01250Banking Sector Regulation

06/03/2013WRG0130065. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Ulster Bank Ireland will 
meet the Central Bank of Ireland licensing criteria as set out in the Licensing and Supervision 
Requirements and Standards for Credit Institutions. [11731/13]

06/03/2013WRG0140066. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if Danske Bank will meet the 
Central Bank of Ireland licensing criteria as set out in the Licensing and Supervision Require-
ments and Standards for Credit Institutions. [11732/13]

06/03/2013WRG0150067. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if ACC Bank will meet the 
Central Bank of Ireland licensing criteria as set out in the Licensing and Supervision Require-
ments and Standards for Credit Institutions. [11733/13]

06/03/2013WRG0160068. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if KBC Bank Ireland will 
meet the Central Bank of Ireland licensing criteria as set out in the Licensing and Supervision 
Requirements and Standards for Credit Institutions. [11734/13]

06/03/2013WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 65 to 
68, inclusive, together.  

The Central Bank of Ireland has informed me that under Section 33AK of the Central Bank 
Act 1942, the Bank is restricted in its ability to detail specific elements of the licensing and 
supervision requirements of individual Credit Institutions, and cannot therefore provide details 
of the licensing criteria of the Banks referred to in the Deputy’s questions.



Questions - Written Answers

34

06/03/2013WRH00088Mortgage Arrears Proposals

06/03/2013WRH0010069. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline the respective 
models of long term forbearance provided by regulated mortgage lenders to the Central Bank 
of Ireland to assist borrowers in arrears as part of the mortgage arrears resolution satrategy; the 
number of split mortgage arrangements that have been proposed by each of the lenders to bor-
rowers; the number that have been accepted; the way the respective lenders propose to treat the 
warehoused part of the mortgage in terms of interest charged; if he will provide details of the 
amount of capital that has been written down by the pillar banks in mortgage arrears cases; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11787/13]

06/03/2013WRH00200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank, under its MARs 
project, has for some time been intensively working with lenders to ensure that they can offer 
a range of longer term options to their customers who are experiencing mortgage difficulty.  
These can include mortgage-to-rent, trade-down mortgages, equity participation, interest rate 
reduction, split mortgages and sale by agreement, or other appropriate options as may be de-
veloped by lenders.  The split mortgage is one of a number of arrangements suggested by the 
Inter-Departmental Mortgage Arrears Working Group Report (the Keane Report) and involves 
splitting a distressed mortgage into an affordable mortgage and warehousing the balance.

The Central Bank has informed me that the majority of the lenders have introduced or are 
in the process of introducing a split mortgage arrangement.  While lenders have taken on board 
the broad approach set out in the Keane report, the product details vary from lender to lender. 
The most notable difference involves the interest rate charged on the warehoused element of 
the split mortgage which, I am informed, varies from 0% up to the full mortgage interest rate.  
Central Bank statistics indicate that at the end of September 2012, which is currently the latest 
statistical data available, twelve split mortgages were in place.  However, long term options are 
now being rolled out and the Central Bank has informed me that data being published as part 
of its quarterly mortgage arrears and repossession statistics for the end of 2012 and throughout 
2013 will show progress in this area.

The Deputy will be aware that write-downs of residential mortgages are agreed on a case 
by case basis and are not disclosed by the covered banks. However general information on the 
accounting write-offs of the covered banks is set out in their annual and interim reports.

06/03/2013WRH00250Mortgage Arrears Report Implementation

06/03/2013WRH0030070. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the Governor 
of the Central Bank of Ireland to publish in full its recent piece of research on the experience 
of 209 borrowers facing or in mortgage arrears who engaged in the mortgage arrears resolu-
tion process of the bank’s code of conduct on mortgage arrears including the methodology 
employed and detailed findings; if he will request the bank to publish full details of its recent 
themed inspection on the compliance of non-bank mortgage lenders with the CCMA in relation 
to contact with borrowers and the appeals process; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [11789/13]

06/03/2013WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that, under Section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942, the Bank is restricted in its ability 
to provide information in relation to the performance of the functions of the Bank or the exer-
cise of its powers.  Therefore the Central Bank is unable to provide the information requested 
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by the Deputy. The high level findings from both the research and Code of Conduct on Mort-
gage Arrears inspection were released on 21 February and can be accessed at:

 http://www.centralbank.ie/press-area/press-releases/Pages/Research%20highlights%20posi-
tive%20experience%20of%20borrowers%20engaged%20in%20MARP.aspx .  

The findings will inform the upcoming review of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears.  
A consultation document in relation to that review will be published shortly on the Central 
Bank’s website.

06/03/2013WRH00450Government Bonds

06/03/2013WRH0050071. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 185 of 26 February 2013, if the European Central Bank has the lawful authority to 
direct the Central Bank of Ireland to dispose of the bonds, referred to in his reply, in accordance 
with a schedule different to that detailed by him in his reply; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11797/13]

06/03/2013WRH00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Government fully understands 
the need for the ECB to ensure it is operating within its mandate.  As previously outlined by the 
Central Bank of Ireland, the bonds will be placed in the Central Bank’s trading portfolio and 
will be sold, provided that conditions of financial stability permit.  The disposal strategy will 
of course maintain full compliance with the Treaty prohibition on monetary financing.   The 
Central Bank of Ireland has undertaken that minimum of bonds to be sold in accordance with 
the following schedule: €0.5bn by the end of 2014, €0.5bn per annum from 2015 to 2018, €1bn 
per annum from 2019 to 2023 and €2bn per annum from 2024 onwards.

The Central Bank of Ireland is responsible for financial stability considerations.  I would 
expect the Central Bank to take full account of the health of the domestic and international 
banking system, the global economic situation and developments in markets when considering 
financial stability considerations in relation to the disposal of these Irish government bonds.

06/03/2013WRH00650IBRC Staff

06/03/2013WRH0070072. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance in relation to staff in the Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation, if he will honour the existing 2011 agreement on the strategic 
plan approved by him in respect of redundancy terms in the wind down of the bank; if he will 
confirm that these payments have already been budgeted for by the IBRC and if he will use 
the powers available to him under the IBRC Act 2013 to make these payments and ensure that 
undertakings given to staff in 2011 are honoured. [11827/13]

06/03/2013WRH0080076. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will instruct the liquidator 
of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation to pay the full redundancy entitlements to IBRC staff. 
[11831/13]

06/03/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 72 and 
76 together. 

As the Deputy is aware, the legislation surrounding liquidation ranks employees as prefer-
ential creditors in respect of certain amounts owing to them on a winding up, including accrued 
wages and salaries, holiday pay, sick pay, statutory redundancy, pensions contributions and 
claims for damages arising from accidents. Any claims, over and above that described above, 
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will rank as an unsecured claim in the liquidation process.

There are standard rules which apply to the distribution of the assets of companies in liqui-
dation and it would not be appropriate for me to interfere with these rules.  However the State 
does intervene to ensure that statutory redundancy is available through the Social Insurance 
Fund and that arrears of pay, sick pay, holiday pay or pay in lieu of statutory notice (limited 
to EUR600 per week up to a maximum of eight weeks) are payable from the Insolvency Pay-
ments Scheme.  The Minister for Social Protection will rank as a preferential creditor of IBRC 
in respect of any payments made to employees of IBRC from the Social Insurance Fund or the 
Insolvency Payments Scheme.  Any action taken by the Minister which might divert the assets 
from IBRC creditors to employees could be challenged in the Courts.  I have been advised by 
the special liquidators that that any voluntary severance scheme, that was in place prior to liq-
uidation, is no longer operational.

The special liquidators have said that it is their key priority that all employees are fully kept 
up to date on all developments during the course of the special liquidation. They have indicated 
that their approach will be to talk with employees directly either in small groups or on a one to 
one basis and they also plan to communicate by email general updates to employees during the 
course of the special liquidation.

06/03/2013WRH00950Government Bonds

06/03/2013WRH0100073. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if the refinancing of Anglo Irish/ 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation bonds, constitutes monetary financing. [11828/13]

06/03/2013WRH01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I welcome the outcome of the ECB 
Governing Council meeting last month and I am not concerned that the transactions accompa-
nying the liquidation of IBRC, involving the exchange of Promissory Notes for Government 
bonds, is in breach of any Articles of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The 
transaction was unanimously noted by the ECB Governing Council, as indicated by President 
Draghi on the 7th February.  Furthermore on the 18th February President Draghi stated that the 
promissory note deal was a positive step for Ireland. The Central Bank of Ireland has carefully 
examined the legal and financial issues involved in the transactions and are satisfied that there 
is no such breach.  The Irish Government fully understands the need for the ECB to ensure it is 
operating within its mandate.  As outlined by the Central Bank of Ireland on the 7th of Febru-
ary, “the bonds will be placed in the Central Bank of Ireland’s trading portfolio and sold as soon 
as possible, provided that conditions of financial stability permit. The disposal strategy will of 
course maintain full compliance with the Treaty prohibition on monetary financing.”

06/03/2013WRH01150Government Bonds

06/03/2013WRH0120074. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance his estimation of the nominal 
cost of the Anglo-Irish/Irish Bank Resolution Corporation bonds until 2055 compared with the 
nominal cost of the Anglo Irish promissory notes to that same date. [11829/13]

06/03/2013WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will know, the Promis-
sory Notes were replaced with a portfolio of long term non-amortising Irish Government bonds 
as a result of the transaction last month.  The nominal value of the new bonds is €25bn which 
is equal to the nominal value of the IBRC Promissory Notes previously.  With regard to an 
estimated comparison of the new arrangement with the Promissory Notes previously, any cal-
culation of cost would be based on a number of assumptions, including what assumed interest 
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would prevail and assumptions around future refinancing rates, all of which will depend upon 
the outcome of uncertain future events.  These assumptions can have a material impact on the 
ultimate valuations and are subject to a wide range of possible outcomes. For that reason, I am 
not in a position to provide the Deputy with the estimates he is requesting.  I can assure the 
Deputy that a key determinant of the value of the new arrangement was debt sustainability.

06/03/2013WRH01350Government Bonds

06/03/2013WRH0140075. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance the conditions under which the 
Central Bank of Ireland would need to accelerate the sale of the Anglo Irish/Irish Bank Reso-
lution Corporation bonds into the market in view of the fact that all the benefits hinge on the 
release of these bonds. [11830/13]

06/03/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the Central Bank of 
Ireland will sell the bonds but only where such a sale is not disruptive to financial stability. The 
Central Bank have undertaken that a minimum of bonds will be sold in accordance with the 
following schedule: €0.5bn by the end of 2014, €0.5bn per annum from 2015 to 2018, €1bn 
per annum from 2019 to 2023 and €2bn per annum from 2024 onwards.  The Central Bank of 
Ireland is responsible for financial stability considerations.  I would expect the Central Bank 
to take full account of the health of the domestic and international banking system, the global 
economic situation and developments in markets when considering financial stability consider-
ations in relation to the disposal of these Irish government bonds.

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 72.

06/03/2013WRJ00250IBRC Staff

06/03/2013WRJ0030077. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if he will meet directly with the 
Irish Bank Officials Association representing Irish Bank Resolution Corporation workers with 
regard to the plight of these workers. [11832/13]

06/03/2013WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The abruptness of the decisions taken 
on the 6th and 7th February and how it was communicated was regrettable but was unavoidable 
given the scale, sensitivity and complexity of the economic issues involved.  I acknowledge 
the significant efforts and commitment made by the staff in IBRC over the past few difficult 
years whilst the bank was in wind down and the difficulties that arise for staff as a result of the 
liquidation but that it was necessary to take the decision to liquidate IBRC in the larger public 
interest.  I can advise the Deputy that officials within my Department met with the IBOA last 
month and issues surrounding the status of the employees of the IBRC (in liquidation) were dis-
cussed.  The special liquidator has advised that there is ongoing interaction between the IBOA 
and the Special Liquidators.  The Special Liquidators are highly cognisant of the issues that 
the IBOA have been highlighting and that significant steps have already been taken to address 
those concerns including the confirmation that no further staff would be terminated in the first 
3 months of the liquidation.

06/03/2013WRJ00450IBRC Staff

06/03/2013WRJ0050078. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance the number of former Irish Bank 
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Resolution Corporation employees that will be transferred to National Assets Management 
Agency and when official contact will be made with these workers. [11833/13]

06/03/2013WRJ00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following the liquidation of IBRC, all 
employment contracts in the Republic of Ireland were terminated and the Special Liquidators 
have confirmed that unlike in other liquidations, the vast majority of employees have now been 
re-hired by the special liquidators, for a minimum period of 3 months, to ensure an orderly 
wind-down of the business.  At this early stage of the liquidation process, it is not possible to 
estimate how many former IBRC staff may transfer to NAMA.  I was previously advised by 
NAMA that it will not have visibility on the portfolio to be acquired until later this year (fol-
lowing the completion of a loans valuation and sales process by the Special Liquidators) and 
therefore it is premature at this stage to comment on the matters raised by the Deputy.

06/03/2013WRJ00650IBRC Liquidation

06/03/2013WRJ0070079. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has or intends to carry 
out an audit on local authorities to determine an estimate of losses of works insured under Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation bonds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11848/13]

06/03/2013WRJ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that development bonds 
that were previously entered into by IBRC in favour of the various county councils or local au-
thorities remain in place.   However it should be noted that it is likely that any liabilities arising 
under these arrangements, if called upon, will rank as unsecured claims in the special liquida-
tion.  It must be stressed that these bonds are contingent liabilities and will only be called upon 
where developers breach planning conditions and are not in a position to meet any liability that 
arises as a result.  Any local authority should contact the Special Liquidators directly in respect 
of such claims should they arise.  I, as Minister for Finance, have no responsibility in relation 
to the auditing of local authorities.

06/03/2013WRJ00850Property Taxation Application

06/03/2013WRJ0090080. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance his views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding the property tax and the non principal private residence charge; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11863/13]

06/03/2013WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As set out in the Local Government 
(Charges) Act 2009, as amended, liability to pay the Non-Principal Private Residence (NPPR) 
Charge is determined on the basis of ownership of the property in question on the liability 
date, which is 31 March for 2013.  The Local Property Tax (LPT) does not come into effect 
until 1 July 2013.  The Government decided to extend the NPPR Charge into 2013 to ensure as 
smooth a transition as possible for local authorities, pending the introduction of the full LPT.  
The inter-Departmental Group chaired by Dr Don Thornhill on the design of a property tax (the 
“Thornhill Group”) recommended that the NPPR Charge should be absorbed into the LPT as 
a separate (supplemental) tax, at the existing level (currently €200) applying to non-principal 
private residences.  However, the Government that, while the NPPR Charge will be collected 
in 2013, when a half-year LPT will also apply, it should be discontinued thereafter.  Accord-
ingly, it will not apply as a supplemental tax.  As the Deputy is probably aware, the Household 
Charge and the NPPR charge coexisted in 2012 and certain properties would have been liable 
to both charges.
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06/03/2013WRJ01050Property Taxation Application

06/03/2013WRJ0110081. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding property tax 
in respect of a person (details supplied) [11942/13]

06/03/2013WRJ01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 sets out how the Local Property Tax (LPT) is to be administered and provides that a liabil-
ity for LPT will arise where a person owns a residential property on the liability date which will 
be 1 May 2013 for the year 2013 and for subsequent years, 1 November in the preceding year.  
Where a property is owned by more than one person, the owners are jointly and severally liable 
for payment of the tax.  This means that Revenue can pursue one person for the full liability 
and payment by that person discharges the tax liability of all joint owners.  For the purposes 
of completing an LPT Return, joint owners are required to agree a valuation for the property.  
A single Return should be submitted on behalf of the joint owners. If the LPT is not paid, the 
Revenue Commissioners can proceed to collect the tax from any of the owners.

An exemption from the charge to LPT is available where a residential property was previ-
ously occupied by a person as his or her sole or main residence and has been vacated by the 
person for 12 months or more due to long term mental or physical infirmity and is not occupied 
by any other person.  However, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the exemp-
tion will not apply in this particular case as the parent and children own the property jointly 
therefore they are jointly and severally liable for the tax.

The Non-Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge is a matter for the Minister for the En-
vironment, Community and Local Government.  I am informed by the Minister that the Local 
Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, broadened the revenue base of local authorities 
by introducing a charge on non-principal private residences.  The NPPR charge is set at €200 
and liability for it falls, in the main, on owners of rental, holiday and vacant properties. It is a 
matter for an owner, whether resident in Ireland or elsewhere, to determine if he or she has a 
liability and, if so, to declare that liability and pay the charge.  A residential property not in use 
by an owner as his or her sole or main residence is liable for the NPPR charge. In respect of a 
residential property that is co-owned by several persons, such as a parent and his or her chil-
dren, each co-owner is jointly and severally liable for the charge.

Section 4(5) of the 2009 Act, as amended, provides an exemption in cases where a property 
is vacated due to illness, including an incapacity brought about by infirmity due to old age.  
However, as the specific property in this instance is shared between four liable owners and li-
ability is joint and severable, based on the information provided it would seem that the three 
sibling co-owners would be liable for the NPPR charge.  Should there be any doubt concern-
ing the application of the provisions of the 2009 Act in specific circumstances, legal advice is 
recommended.

Under the 2009 Act, it is a function of a local authority to collect Non-Principal Private 
Residence Charges and late payment fees due to it, and all charges and late payment fees im-
posed and payable to a local authority are under the care and management of the local authority 
concerned.  In this regard, application of the legislation in particular circumstances is a matter 
for the relevant local authority.

06/03/2013WRJ01250Universal Social Charge Payments

06/03/2013WRJ0130082. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will list detailed 
benefits that accrue from the payments of pay related social insurance and universal social 
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charge in view of the fact that persons paying these may pay a significant sum for attendance at 
accident and emergency, pay in-patient hospital charges, and no longer have optical or dental 
benefit under the schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11945/13]

06/03/2013WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Universal Social Charge (USC) 
was introduced in Budget 2011 to replace the Income Levy and Health Levy. It was a necessary 
measure to widen the tax base, remove poverty traps and raise revenue to reduce the budget 
deficit.  Individuals that are subject to the USC charge do not accumulate entitlements or spe-
cific benefits but do benefit generally from the services provided by the State.  I would ask the 
Deputy to consult with the Minister for Social Protection as regards the benefits that accrue as 
a result of paying Pay Related Social Insurance (PRSI).  In addition, charges for health services 
are a matter for the Minister for Health.

06/03/2013WRJ01450Tax and Social Welfare Codes

06/03/2013WRJ0150083. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance in relation to a couple 
who have been told they have to pay back tax on the Department of Social Protection’s old age 
pension due to the fact that they are in receipt of occupational pensions, if the Revenue Com-
mission pursue back tax on individual incomes of €50,000 or on the gross combination of a 
couple earning €50,000 or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11947/13]

06/03/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Pensions payable by the Department 
of Social Protection (DSP) have always been taxable but the amount of tax payable, if any, 
depends on the circumstances of the individual concerned, usually whether they have other 
sources of income.   I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that following receipt of data 
from the DSP in late 2011 containing details of DSP pension payments, it emerged that some 
pensioners with significant other income had not previously declared their DSP pension for 
tax purposes.  Revenue’s approach was, firstly, to ensure that the record was correct for 2012 
and thereafter to examine in detail the largest cases where there was a mismatch between their 
records and the DSP record, beginning with cases where annual non-DSP income exceeded 
€50,000.  In the case of a couple in a marriage or civil partnership, the combined non-DSP in-
come of both spouses is considered for this purpose.

The information obtained from the initial examination informed Revenue approach to other 
high risk cases.  This follow-up project has been ongoing and Revenue is now corresponding 
with taxpayers who did not declare their DSP pension where they have annual non-DSP income 
of between €30,000 and €40,000.  The Commissioners also advise that this correspondence 
gives the taxpayers in question an opportunity to engage with Revenue, and, for example, to 
claim any unclaimed tax reliefs such as medical expenses for themselves and their spouse.  

06/03/2013WRJ01650Liquor Licence Applications

06/03/2013WRJ0170084. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance when an intoxicating liquor 
licence will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo pursuant to section 39 of the 
Intoxicating Liquor Act 2000 who has presented a certificate in accordance with section five of 
the Licensing (Ireland) Act 1833 to the Revenue Commissioners within the prescribed statutory 
timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11955/13]

06/03/2013WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that they may only grant a liquor licence to a person where that person has presented 
a Court Certificate to them within 12 months of the date on which it was issued.  The person 
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in question presented a Court Order dated 5th July 2005 to Revenue in May 2006 instead of a 
Court Certificate.  This Court Order was accepted by Revenue in place of a Court Certificate 
and a liquor licence dated 24th May 2006 issued with an expiry date of 30th September 2006.  
The trader did not renew this licence and so it lapsed on the 1st October 2007.  Accordingly 
the original Court Order, which was acted on by Revenue in 2005, is now spent.  The Revenue 
Commissioners now require that the person in question provide them with a Court Certificate 
before they will be in a position to consider the issue of a current liquor licence to that person.

06/03/2013WRK00150Tax Code

06/03/2013WRK0020085. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
that were made in 2012 under the foreign earnings deduction scheme; the numbers that were 
successfully approved; the total amount of relief granted; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12011/13]

06/03/2013WRK00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 823A of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for the Foreign Earnings Deduction. This section was introduced in 
Finance Act 2012 and provides a limited tax deduction for individuals who carry out part of the 
duties of their office or employment in Brazil, Russia, India, China or South Africa.  As 2012 
was the first year of its operation, and given that many individuals do not claim some of their 
entitlements until after the end of a tax year, reliable statistics on the number of claims made in 
respect of the 2012 tax year will not be available until later this year. 

06/03/2013WRK00350Public Sector Pensions

06/03/2013WRK0040086. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if college lecturers 
retiring when the teaching year ends in June but for whom official retirement is the start of the 
new term in September will be exempt from the loss of pension and lump sum in view of the 
fact that they are technically finished work before the Croke Park II measures come into effect; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11743/13]

06/03/2013WRK00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Minister for Public Ex-
penditure & Reform has decided that public servants who retire before the end of August 2014 
will have their pension and lump sum calculated by reference to the current pay rates, i.e. the 
rates before the pay reductions which will apply from 1st July 2013.

06/03/2013WRK00550School Accommodation

06/03/2013WRK0060087. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to replace 
prefabricated classes with a permanent structure at a school (details supplied) in Dublin 16; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11712/13]

06/03/2013WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department has no record 
of having received an application from the school referred to by the Deputy for the replacement 
of prefabricated accommodation.  The school concerned was approved funding in April 2012 
under the Pre-Fab Replacement Scheme to replace a rented prefab and I understand that con-
struction is well advanced.  In addition, my Department provided funding of €250,576 to the 
school in December 2008 to replace two prefabs reported to be in poor condition. It would be 
expected that these replacement prefabs would be in good condition.  Given the current finan-
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cial constraints within which my Department is operating, priority is being given to applications 
from schools for essential mainstream classroom accommodation. In this regard, the delivery 
of new schools, together with extension projects to meet the demographic demand, will be the 
main focus for capital investment in schools in the coming years.

06/03/2013WRK00750Student Grant Scheme Appeals

06/03/2013WRK0080088. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the time taken to 
process appeals upheld by Student Universal Support Ireland; his views on whether this time 
is efficient in view of the length of time students are already waiting for their grants to be pro-
cessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11810/13]

06/03/2013WRK0090089. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process in-
volved in finalising an appeal upheld by Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will pro-
vide detail on the timeframes involved for each process. [11811/13]

06/03/2013WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 88 and 89 together.

Where an appeal is upheld i.e. the original decision was overturned, it is understood from 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that it is currently taking 12 working days to re-
process it.  The process involved in finalising an appeal upheld by SUSI is that these cases are 
referred in date order to an assessment team to be reviewed. The time taken to review and/or re-
assess an application may differ from case to case, depending on whether a full re-assessment 
is necessary or not. In some cases information may need to be obtained from the applicant to 
make a final determination.  The time taken to pay an applicant whose appeal has resulted in 
an award or change of level of award depends on whether a person was already in receipt of a 
maintenance grant or not from SUSI.

06/03/2013WRK01050Student Grant Scheme Appeals

06/03/2013WRK0110090. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in reassessing an appeal which was upheld on 5 February 2013 in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; the reason Student Universal Support Ireland are advising 
that appeals upheld by them are generally taking two weeks to process when clearly this is not 
so; the reason SUSI have advised the applicant that this process may take another four weeks 
before their grant is processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11822/13]

06/03/2013WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that in the case of the student referred 
to by the Deputy, her student grant application was appealed to the appeals officer in SUSI and 
the original decision was overturned.  The student’s application was reassessed and on the 28th 
February 2013, a revised award letter issued to the student.

06/03/2013WRK01250Physical Education Facilities

06/03/2013WRK0130091. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding streams 
available through his Department to local clubs or local schools for the provision of new pitches 
and sports facilities in schools for use by pupils and the wider community. [11824/13]
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06/03/2013WRK01400104. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding streams 
available through his Department to local clubs or local schools for the provision of new pitches 
and sports facilities in schools for use by pupils and the wider community. [11882/13]

06/03/2013WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 91 and 104 together.

I understand that the Deputy’s office has confirmed that the question relates to the funding 
streams that are available to local schools for the facilities in question.  The Physical Education 
curriculum has been designed on the basis that facilities in schools may vary. Many primary 
schools have a general purpose room and practically all schools have outdoor play areas which 
are used for teaching different aspects of the P.E. programme. A similar situation with sports 
halls and outdoor facilities applies at second level. In addition, many schools use adjacent local 
facilities, including public parks, playing fields and swimming pools.

My Department’s design guidelines for schools include guidance in the provision of P.E. 
Halls, general purpose rooms and outdoor hard play areas such as basketball courts. Other P.E. 
facilities e.g. pitches are provided, where appropriate and in the context of available resources, 
as part of the Department’s school building programme. The provision of playing pitches is not 
part of the specification for primary schools. However, in certain circumstances and where the 
site conditions allow, the project scope may include the levelling and grassing of an area which 
schools may decide to use for playing fields. At post primary level, an area may be developed 
as a practice playing field where site conditions and resources permit.

In the context of my Department’s co-operation with local authorities in identifying suitable 
sites for schools, the location of sporting facilities is one factor taken into account in locating 
schools. The Deputy may be aware of my Department’s role in developing shared community 
facilities in the Fingal County Council area, which has made facilities available to the wider 
community on a shared basis with the school.

Given the current financial constraints within which my Department is operating, priority 
is being given to applications from schools for essential mainstream classroom accommoda-
tion. In this regard, my Department is not in a position to consider applications from schools 
for funding towards pitches or sports facilities outside of the context of school projects on the 
building programme. My Department will however continue to provide general purpose rooms, 
PE Halls and outdoor play areas in schools where new schools are being provided within the 
context of available funding.  It is open to local communities to liaise directly with schools re-
garding the potential use of school facilities after school hours.

06/03/2013WRK01550School Enrolments Data

06/03/2013WRK0160092. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected enrol-
ment in primary schools in County Kerry for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percentage increase or 
decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11839/13]

06/03/2013WRK01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the data sought by him is not readily available. I will arrange to have the data collated and 
forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available. 

06/03/2013WRK01750School Enrolments Data
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06/03/2013WRK0180093. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected en-
rolment in primary schools in Tralee, County Kerry for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percentage 
increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[11840/13]

06/03/2013WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in 
primary schools in the Tralee feeder area in 2011 was 4,056 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 3,938 pupils.  This represents a slight decrease of 3%.

06/03/2013WRL00150School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRL0020094. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected enrol-
ment in primary schools in Killarney, County Kerry, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percentage 
increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[11841/13]

06/03/2013WRL00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in 
primary schools in the Killarney feeder area in 2011 was 2,932 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 3,126 pupils. This represents a slight increase of 7%.

06/03/2013WRL00350School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRL0040095. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected enrol-
ment in primary schools in Listowel, County Kerry, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percentage 
increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[11842/13]

06/03/2013WRL00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in 
primary schools in the Listowel feeder area in 2011 was 1,283 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 1,352 pupils. This represents a slight increase of 5%.

06/03/2013WRL00550School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRL0060096. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected en-
rolment in primary schools in Dingle, County Kerry, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percentage 
increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[11843/13]

06/03/2013WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in pri-
mary schools in the Dingle feeder area in 2011 was 632 pupils and the projected overall enrol-
ment for 2015 is 620 pupils. This represents a slight decrease of 2%.

06/03/2013WRL00750School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRL0080097. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected enrol-
ment in primary schools in Castleisland, County Kerry, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percent-
age increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [11844/13]
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06/03/2013WRL00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in pri-
mary schools in the Castleisland  feeder area in 2011 was 1,290 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 1,330 pupils. This represents a slight increase of 3%.

06/03/2013WRL00950School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRL0100098. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected en-
rolment in primary schools in Abbeyfeale, County Limerick, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the 
percentage increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11845/13]

06/03/2013WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in pri-
mary schools in the Abbeyfeale feeder area in 2011 was 1,043 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 1,054 pupils. This represents a slight increase of 1%.

06/03/2013WRL01150School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRL0120099. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected en-
rolment in primary schools in Newcastlewest, County Limerick, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the 
percentage increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11846/13]

06/03/2013WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in 
primary schools in the Newcastlewest feeder area in 2011 was 1,484 pupils and the projected 
overall enrolment for 2015 is 1,703 pupils. This represents an increase of 15%.

06/03/2013WRL01350State Examinations

06/03/2013WRL01400100. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
reconsider a reader for a student (details supplied) due to sit their leaving certificate in view of 
(details supplied). [11850/13]

06/03/2013WRL01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The State Examinations 
Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate ex-
aminations.  In view of the above, I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Com-
mission for direct reply to you.

06/03/2013WRL01550Student Grant Scheme Applications

06/03/2013WRL01600101. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) in County Clare will receive the outcome of their education grant applica-
tion to the Student Universal Support Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11852/13]

06/03/2013WRL01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the documentation ini-
tially supplied by the student in question in support of his grant application was incomplete and 
that a request for the further documentation issued on 20th February 2013.  Documentation was 
received on 27th February 2013 and has been reviewed by SUSI and the student will be notified 
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shortly of the outcome.

06/03/2013WRL01750Student Visas

06/03/2013WRL01800102. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the crite-
ria in bringing international students to Ireland to study in private college; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11857/13]

06/03/2013WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service (INIS) is responsible for determining visa and immigration policy, in-
cluding in respect of non-EEA nationals who wish to study in Ireland.  In considering visa and 
immigration applications, INIS makes reference to the Internationalisation Register, operated 
on my Department’s behalf by Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI).  This is a register of 
education and training programmes which meet certain criteria which have been developed in 
line with Government policy.  Information on the Register and the criteria, including how to list 
programmes on the register, can be found on the following website:  www.nqai.ie/internation-
alisation.html.   In due course, and in line with the provisions of the Qualifications and Quality 
Assurance (Education and Training) Act 2012, QQI will be introducing a new quality assurance 
regime for international education.  They will be establishing a Code of Practice for certain 
providers who can apply for an ‘International Education Mark’ to confirm compliance with 
the code and to illustrate their suitability in providing programmes of education and training to 
international learners.  When these new arrangements are in place, INIS will have regard to the 
International Education Mark when determining student visa and immigration policy.

06/03/2013WRM00150School Transport Provision

06/03/2013WRM00200103. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
the existing school transport service provided by Bus Éireann to one school (details provided) 
in County Mayo in each year for the past three years and the cost of extending the service to 
facilitate pupils of another school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11861/13]

06/03/2013WRM00300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible for 
transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest national 
school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language; this 
eligibility criteria is applied equitably on a national basis.  Bus Éireann operates the Scheme on 
behalf of my Department and is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school trans-
port routes and services which are determined by the number of eligible children who apply for 
school transport each year.  While the cost of individual routes or services is regarded as com-
mercially sensitive, the Value for Money Review of the School Transport Scheme showed that 
the school transport unit cost per mainstream child is some €1,000 per annum.

Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 91.

06/03/2013WRM00450Third Level Staff Remuneration

06/03/2013WRM00500105. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a cost 
analysis has been carried out on the decision to amend the trinity tutorial allowance preventing 
payment to new applicants for providing the service, under direction of his Department, in view 



6 March 2013

47

of the fact that such a move is feared to lead to the abolition of the service which is instrumental 
in the provision of student welfare; if not, if such an analysis will be completed to highlight the 
savings and or costs of amending this scheme while also keeping in mind student welfare and 
provision for such.  [11915/13]

06/03/2013WRM00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Remuneration for university 
staff is regulated by the Universities Act 1997. The Act requires that all forms of remuneration, 
including allowances, are approved by the Minister of Education and Skills with the consent 
of the Minister for Finance. Trinity College did not at any time have sanction to pay the Tu-
tor’s allowance and the University has been directed to permanently cease the payment of the 
unauthorised allowance with effect from July 2013. The cost saving in the following academic 
year resulting from the cessation of the Tutor’s allowance is in the order of €320,000 based on 
the number of Tutors currently receiving the allowance. This figure does not include 19 tutors 
appointed to the role after 1st February 2012 who have not been in receipt of an allowance. My 
Department has not directed Trinity College to cease the operation of the Tutor system and the 
University is free to continue to provide this service to students without the extra payment.

06/03/2013WRM00650Emergency Works Scheme Applications

06/03/2013WRM00700106. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 254 of 16 January 2013 and No. 78 of 7 February 2013, if he will inter-
vene in a health and safety issue at a school (details supplied) in County Kerry in view of the 
fact that the board of management has been alerted to and provided a full engineering report on 
the necessity to carry out the electrical replacement-and also the critical ESB recommendation 
and in the interest of general safety and compliance with electrical standards; if he will act im-
mediately; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11921/13]

06/03/2013WRM00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The management authorities 
of the school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application recently for funding under 
my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme to carry out various improvement works at their 
school.  As the scope of works for which funding is sought is outside the terms of the scheme 
they cannot be considered for funding. The management authority of the school has been in-
formed of this decision.  The school has been advised to submit a scaled down application to 
address the immediate health & safety issues and to date a scaled back application has not been 
received from the school.   As soon as this application is received it will be assessed and the 
school authorities notified of the outcome.

06/03/2013WRM00850School Staffing

06/03/2013WRM00900107. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the gender 
breakdown of primary school principals by county. [12016/13]

06/03/2013WRM01000108. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the gender 
breakdown of principals in secondary schools by county. [12017/13]

06/03/2013WRM01100109. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the gender 
breakdown of principal in vocational education committee schools by county. [12018/13]

06/03/2013WRM01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 107 to 109, inclusive, together.
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The information requested by the Deputy in relation to teachers in Secondary, Community 
and Comprehensive Schools is not available on a county basis.  VEC teachers are employees 
of VECs and are paid on 33 separate VEC payrolls. Accordingly, the Department does not have 
the information which the Deputy is seeking for teachers in VECs.

06/03/2013WRM01250School Staffing

06/03/2013WRM01300110. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for Education and Skills regarding those 
secondary and or montessori teachers who have been working within the special education 
sector and prior to circular 0038/2012 were entitled to apply for panel rights, with the phasing 
out of the supplementary special national panels the provisions that have been made for those 
teachers who are adversely affected by the change; if they will be given any similar entitle-
ments or will they have to apply for positions which only become available if the positions are 
not filled through the panel system; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [12020/13]

06/03/2013WRM01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers to 
other schools that have vacancies. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key 
to the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 
Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacancies from 
supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers.

Following a review of the operation of the subsidiary and supplementary panel arrange-
ments in the 2012/13 school year and in order to enable the redeployment process to operate in 
a more efficient manner a number of changes are being introduced with effect from the 2013/14 
school year.  All eligible applicants who meet the eligibility criteria will be placed on the rel-
evant supplementary panels. There will no longer be separate subsidiary panels.  The Subsid-
iary and Supplementary Special National Panels are being phased out and no new applications 
are being accepted. This decision by the Department reflects the wider availability of primary 
teachers who are qualified to work in all settings which was not the case when this panel was 
originally set up.

Access to the Supplementary Special National Panel for the 2013/14 school year will be 
confined to those teachers who were on the Subsidiary or Supplementary Special National Pan-
els in the 2012/13 school year and who did not secure a permanent teaching post. My Depart-
ment has contacted these teachers directly. A further change is that the Supplementary Special 
National Panel for the 2013/14 school year will be used only for filling permanent teaching 
posts in special schools that are not otherwise required for the redeployment of surplus perma-
nent teachers.  The arrangements for panel access for fixed term (temporary), substitute and 
part-time teachers for the 2013/14 school year are set out in Circular 0038/2012 which is avail-
able on the Department website.

06/03/2013WRM01425School Enrolments Data

06/03/2013WRM01500111. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected en-
rolment in primary schools in Killorglin, County Kerry, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percent-
age increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12030/13]

06/03/2013WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in 
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primary schools in the Killorglin feeder area in 2011 was 1,383 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 1,516 pupils. This represents an increase of 10%.

06/03/2013WRN00150School Enrolments

06/03/2013WRN00200112. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected en-
rolment in primary schools in Kenmare, County Kerry, for 2013, 2014 and 2015; the percentage 
increase or decrease in the projected enrolments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12031/13]

06/03/2013WRN00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The overall enrolment in 
primary schools in the Kenmare feeder area in 2011 was 729 pupils and the projected overall 
enrolment for 2015 is 747 pupils.  This represents an slight increase of 2%.

06/03/2013WRN00350Broadband Services Speeds

06/03/2013WRN00400113. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will 
improve education centres’ access to high-speed broadband particularly in the western region 
in view of the fact that they require adequate upload and download speeds for e-learning; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [4682/13]

06/03/2013WRN00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Education Centres are statu-
tory bodies and are managed by voluntary Management Committees which are elected annually. 
Education Centres are the delivery mechanism for the delivery of CPD for teachers throughout 
the country.  Centres also organise a varied local programme of activities for teachers, school 
management and parents in response to demand.  The Education Centres are funded by my 
Department and budgets include provision for broadband access.  My Department is in the 
process of reviewing the quality of broadband connections in the 21 centres.  The Department 
has requested submissions from some Education Centres as to the need for higher broadband 
speeds however to date none have been received.

06/03/2013WRN00550Skills Development

06/03/2013WRN00600114. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way he pro-
poses to address the skill deficit here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3319/13]

06/03/2013WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Expert Group on Future 
Skills Needs, which is funded by my Department, plays a key role in advising on future skills 
needs and any emerging gaps.  Its research provides a valuable input to the development of 
course curricula and has also informed the development of new competitive funding models 
of provision to address emerging skills needs.  The Springboard programme targets funding of 
free part time higher education courses for unemployed people in areas where there are identi-
fied skills shortages.  More than 10,000 places have been provided under the two rounds of the 
programme to date.  A new call for proposals for courses to be run under the programme in 2013 
issued to higher education providers at the end of February.

The joint Government-Industry ICT Action Plan has been developed as a direct response 
to identified ICT skills shortages and contains a comprehensive range of measures to build the 
domestic supply of ICT graduates, including through the roll out of graduate skills conversion 
courses.  In February 2013 more than 760 new places were made available on the conversion 
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courses in higher education institutions around the country.  This is in addition to the more than 
700 places that were provided in 2012.  6,500 training places are currently being rolled out for 
unemployed people under the Momentum programme.  The training, which is aligned up to 
levels 5 and 6 on the National Framework of Qualifications, is targeted at areas of labour market 
demand and there is a particular focus on the needs of unemployed people under the age of 25.  
Funding is also provided to Skillnets, where the development of training is led by representa-
tives of industry ensuring that training provision meets the needs of the sector.

In addition, a range of recommendations to ensure the system continues to respond to en-
terprise needs is being implemented through the National Strategy for Higher Education.  The 
creation of a new further education and training authority, SOLAS, will also ensure a focus on 
the evolving skills requirements of industry.

06/03/2013WRN00750Pension Provisions

06/03/2013WRN00800115. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the po-
sition regarding pension payments in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11727/13]

06/03/2013WRN00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): It would not 
be appropriate to comment on individual cases.  However, as I have indicated, the intention is 
that staff retiring before the end of August, 2014 will have their pension and lump sum calcu-
lated by reference to the current pay rates, that is, the rates before the pay reductions which will 
apply from 1 July, 2013 to pay rates above €65,000.

06/03/2013WRN00950Office of Public Works Projects

06/03/2013WRN01000116. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the old pavilion in the Phoenix Park, Dublin, at the 15 acres, will be rebuilt; if the Office of 
Public Works is satisfied with the repair work carried out to the damaged ground following 
concerts in the park last year; and if there are plans to upgrade the Magazine Fort in any way in 
the future.  [11724/13]

06/03/2013WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The old pavilion was removed on the grounds of public safety as the owner of the 
building, Dublin County GAA Board, was not in a position to maintain or repair the building.  
Parts of the building had collapsed and were a danger to the public.  There are no plans to re-
place the building.  OPW is satisfied with the repair works undertaken on the concert site.  The 
OPW will continue to secure and maintain the Magazine Fort and has plans to enable appropri-
ate public access when funding allows.

06/03/2013WRN01150Croke Park Agreement Issues

06/03/2013WRN01200117. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in the 
context of the recent negotiations on a new public sector pay deal, if he will outline the way 
negotiations were conducted with representative bodies that do not for legal reasons have union 
status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11867/13]

06/03/2013WRN01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The Public 
Service (Croke Park) Agreement was an Industrial Relations Agreement negotiated and agreed 
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between public service employers and the public service committee of the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions as representatives of employees in the public service.  For associations who are 
not affiliated to the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, a parallel process of discussion and ne-
gotiation was made available.  Negotiations giving rise to the recent proposals for agreement 
made by the Labour Relations Commission were conducted on a similar basis.  The proposals 
for agreement are available for consideration by all public service employees. 

The Government as an employer does not negotiate on the terms and conditions of employ-
ment of public servants with bodies with no legal entitlement to do so or that are not recognised 
as having representation rights for any particular group.

06/03/2013WRN01350Garda Stations

06/03/2013WRN01400118. Deputy Joe O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there 
is an existing contractual commitment to a site at Bailieborough, County Cavan, for a proposed 
new Garda station; if so, when was it completed; the location of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11923/13]

06/03/2013WRN01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): No contractual commitment has been made to purchase a site for a new Garda Station 
at Bailieborough, County Cavan.  Acquisition of sites for Garda Stations is a matter for the Of-
fice of Public Works in conjunction with An Garda Síochána.  The position at Bailieborough, 
County Cavan will continue to be reviewed in the context of the priority accorded to it by An 
Garda Síochána and subject to the availability of funding, which is extremely limited.

06/03/2013WRN01550Action Plan for Jobs

06/03/2013WRN01600119. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will correct the jobs action plan which claims that 12,000 net jobs were created in the private 
sector, to reflect the findings of the Central Statistics Office in the recent quarterly household 
survey that found the number of employees in the private sector reduced by 400 during the year.  
[11807/13]

06/03/2013WRN01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The latest 
Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) issued by the Central Statistics Office covers 
the Fourth Quarter of 2012 and was published on 27 February 2013.  The QNHS shows that 
there was an overall increase in employment year-on-year across the economy of 1,200 people.  
While this is a modest increase in overall terms, it is the first annual increase in employment 
recorded since the Second Quarter of 2008.  This follows on from seasonally adjusted quarter-
on-quarter increases in employment of 3,900 in Quarter 2 2012, and 2,200 in Quarter 3 2012.

The reference, in the Deputy’s question, to a reduction of 400 employees in the private sec-
tor seems to relate to Table A3 of the QNHS.  This table provides an indication of the number 
of employees in the public sector and the private sector, based on the CSO’s Earnings, Hours 
and Employment Costs Survey.  However, the figures published in this table do not include all 
persons in employment in the private sector.  For example, they exclude employees in the Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries sector, and those who are self-employed.  Figures provided else-
where in the QNHS show an increase in employment in the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
sector year-on-year.  The number of people who are self-employed also increased year-on-year.  
There may, of course be some overlap between these two categories.
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What is clear is that the number of people employed in the public sector, as set out in Table 
A3, has declined considerably as part of the Government’s Public Sector Reform Plan, while 
employment numbers are increasing in the private sector, as reflected in the headline QNHS 
figures.  In addition, the increase in employment numbers in the private sector which are refer-
enced in the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 are supported by the job creation figures of Enterprise 
Ireland and IDA Ireland, who between them supported the creation of almost 10,000 net extra 
jobs in 2012.  Employment also increased in sectors outside the normal remit of the enterprise 
agencies, such as wholesale and retail.

06/03/2013WRN01750Seed Capital Scheme

06/03/2013WRN01800120. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when he expects to see the creation of the seed and venture capital scheme as referred to in 
the Action Plan for Jobs; if he has established thresholds for applicants to the scheme; if the 
creation of this scheme will require legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12003/13]

06/03/2013WRN01900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment’s intention for a new Seed and Venture Capital Scheme was announced as part of Budget 
2013. In line with the commitment in Action 71 of the Action Plan for Jobs 2013 the first call 
for expressions of interest under the proposed Scheme will be publicly issued before the end of 
Q2.  This expression of interest process will be targeted at venture capital fund managers.  The 
proposed Scheme does not require legislation.  Under Section 7(1)(i) of the Industrial Develop-
ment (Enterprise Ireland) Act 1998 a Scheme document will be approved by me and the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  This document will give Enterprise Ireland the legal 
authority to administer the Scheme.  Enterprise Ireland in consultation with my Department will 
then determine the relevant thresholds and criteria for each call for expressions of interest under 
the Scheme as they are issued.

06/03/2013WRO00050Enterprise Ireland Expenditure

06/03/2013WRO00100121. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
if he will provide in tabular form the number per county who applied for innovation vouchers 
in 2012; the number of those who were successful; the total amount paid; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12010/13]

06/03/2013WRO00200Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Sean Sher-
lock):): Enterprise Ireland approved a total of 768 Innovation Vouchers in 2012.  A breakdown 
of vouchers approved by county is provided in the following table.  The total amount of funding 
approved in 2012 was €3,840,000.  It is not possible to supply details of non-successful voucher 
applications by location, as only those applications that pass basic eligibility criteria are up-
loaded onto Enterprise Ireland’s database.  Enterprise Ireland awards the vouchers following 
a review of both the eligibility of the applicant and the knowledge question.  Typically 70% to 
80% of applications are successful.  The three main reasons for turning down applications are; 
insufficient information, ineligible activity and low level of innovation.

County 2012
Carlow 12
Cavan 9
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Clare 25
Cork 68
Donegal 19
Dublin City & County 256
Galway 58
Kerry 19
Kildare 19
Kilkenny 12
Laois 6
Leitrim 10
Limerick 45
Longford 5
Louth 17
Mayo 18
Meath 12
Monaghan 14
Offaly 11
Roscommon 10
Sligo 12
Tipperary North 9
Tipperary South 5
Waterford 40
Westmeath 11
Wexford 27
Wicklow 19
Total Number Approved 768

06/03/2013WRO00250Retail Sector

06/03/2013WRO00300122. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
when he expects to see a single web-based portal for the registration of licences by retailers 
established; if he envisages that this will require legislation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [12012/13]

06/03/2013WRO00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
report on “The Review and Audit of Licences” recommended the introduction of an integrated 
licensing system.  The Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Jobs considered an ac-
tion plan for the introduction of such a system at meetings in December 2012 and January 2013 
and agreed that an integrated licensing system for the retail sector be delivered by the end of this 
year.  The Government considers this project to be of significant importance and it is included 
as a Disruptive Reform in the recently published Action Plan for Jobs 2013.  Such an integrated 
licensing system is a reformative step in reducing the administrative burdens for business.

Delivering an integrated licensing system, in the first instance for the retail sector, will re-
quire the firm and ongoing commitment and engagement of the relevant licensing authorities to 
work closely with my Department and with Forfás.  A list of 30 core licences for the retail sector 
have been identified for the initial stages of this project involving up to 16 licensing authori-
ties.  My colleague, Minister John Perry, has invited all these authorities at the highest level to 
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become members of the Steering Group for this project; the Steering Group will begin meeting 
shortly. Minister Perry will chair this group.

Furthermore, an audit of the statutory obligations and required administrative processes of 
those core licences identified for the retail sector is underway.  This audit includes: a review of 
all the information that is required for each licence in terms of application, renewal and compli-
ance; an assessment/understanding of the current systems for approval, authorisation, record 
keeping, security and personnel engaged; further analysis to identify those licences that can be 
amalgamated/integrated, and a review of the current underpinning IT frameworks.  The outputs 
of this audit process will inform whether any legislative change is required as well as the defini-
tion of an integrated licence management system that will include the technical infrastructure 
design, the detailed system design and security and risk analysis.

06/03/2013WRO00450Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure

06/03/2013WRO00500123. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 332 of 26 February 2013, when it is expected that consideration of the 
matter will be completed; and when his Department will be in contact again with the person. 
[11711/13]

06/03/2013WRO00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Government has provided 
various types of support to people affected by the November 2009 flooding.  Humanitarian 
Aid payments were made, both in the immediate aftermath of the flooding and subsequently, 
to enable eligible households to resume living at their home.  Subject to certain conditions the 
Government also decided to provide support to a small number of families who are continu-
ing to experience significant housing problems as a result of the November 2009 flooding and 
are considering the possibility of relocating rather than resuming living at their original home.  
The legal agreement necessary for the purpose of this scheme issued to the householders on 
5 December 2012.  A number of documents, including signed legal agreements, were recently 
received from the person concerned and are being considered in the Department in consultation 
with the Department’s legal advisors.  It is not possible to specify the timeframe within which 
this matter will be finalised.  However, I can assure the Deputy that officials in the Department 
are making every effort to progress the matter and will be in contact with the person concerned 
as soon as possible.

06/03/2013WRO00650Social Welfare Appeals Delays

06/03/2013WRO00700124. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of ap-
plicants for invalidity or disability benefit waiting for a decision including appeals for a period 
in excess of two years; if she considers such a time period acceptable; and the steps she will take 
to deal with this matter. [11713/13]

06/03/2013WRO00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pension section cur-
rently has 88 claims awaiting an initial decision for a period in excess of two years.  It is not 
possible to provide an exact breakdown of these cases but it is reasonable to believe that the ma-
jority of these are cases which fall to be decided under EU regulations or bi-lateral agreements.  
These cases are more complex and take considerably longer to process.  Invalidity pension 
section has been involved in a business process improvement review and backlog elimination 
programme.  This programme has led to a significant reduction in the number of invalidity pen-
sion claims awaiting decision, down from 7,007 claims at end May 2012 to 2593 claims at the 
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end of February 2013.  In addition, new claims are now processed on receipt with a decision 
being made based on information provided or, if this is not possible, further medical evidence 
or additional information is requested and a decision is made on receipt.

As a consequence of the very high number of decisions made in the last 9 months, there has 
been a corresponding substantial increase in the number of appeals being received.  Invalidity 
pension section is now focussed on reducing the backlog in the appeals area.  Illness benefit 
section currently has no claims pending on the system for a period in excess of two years.  With 
regard to appeals in both schemes, the number of open appeals of illness benefit and invalidity 
pension registered on or before 4 March 2011 is given in the table.

Scheme Type No. of appeals registered 
before 4th March, 2011

No. registered before 4th 
March, 2011 as a  percent-
age of total of Appeals open

Illness Benefit 185 13.8%
Invalidity 66 1.6%
These represent the most protracted cases.  Appeals where medical grounds are identified 

as an issue under appeal are referred in the first instance to the Department’s medical assessors 
for a second medical assessment and any further investigation, examination or assessment that 
is deemed necessary.  If, after a second medical examination, an applicant is still deemed not 
to meet the qualifying criteria, the appeal proceeds by assignment to an appeals officer.  Delays 
have developed in the processing of medical assessments and reviews due to a combination 
of factors including the increased workload for medical assessors and the reduced number of 
medical assessors due to retirements.  The Department is addressing this issue and has recently 
run a competition to establish a new panel of medical assessors.  Three new medical assessors 
were appointed from this panel and all commenced work in November 2012.  It is expected that 
a further 8 medical assessors will be appointed from the panel in the near future.

By its nature and because it is a quasi-judicial process, the processing of appeals takes time 
even at the best of times and reflects the fact that while every effort is made to deal with appeals 
as fast as possible this cannot be at the expense of fairness or due process.  Processing times 
of appeals reduced by 10.3 weeks overall in 2012 as compared to 2011.  Of course, further im-
provement is needed.  In that regard, the Chief Appeals Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more 
cases in 2013 than in 2012.  There were 32,558 cases finalised in 2012.  Any undue delays in 
the claim and appeal process are regretted.  The Department has and will continue to implement 
measures to reduce the waiting time for applicants and appellants.

06/03/2013WRO00850Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

06/03/2013WRO00900125. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on 
an appeal for jobseeker’s allowance will be made by the deciding officer in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11714/13]

06/03/2013WRO01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence, 
including that adduced at oral hearing, allowed the appeal in this case.  The person concerned 
has been notified of the Appeals Officer decision.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions 
independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for 
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.
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06/03/2013WRO01050Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/03/2013WRO01100126. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
on the appeal for invalidity pension will issue in respect of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [11774/13]

06/03/2013WRO01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an appeal from the person concerned has not been received by that office.  
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

06/03/2013WRO01250One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

06/03/2013WRO01300127. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a one-parent 
family payment was suspended in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; if the 
claim will be put back into payment as a matter of urgency; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11776/13]

06/03/2013WRO01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned is in on-
going contact with her Social Welfare Local Office and is providing additional information re-
lating to her circumstances.  In the context of the discussions arising from these circumstances 
her payment will be regularised.

06/03/2013WRO01450Disability Allowance Applications

06/03/2013WRO01500128. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in County Laois may expect a decision on an application for disability allowance. 
[11777/13]

06/03/2013WRO01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
disability allowance on 28 March 2012.  The application, based upon the evidence submitted, 
was refused on medical grounds and the person was notified in writing of this decision on 3 
July 2012.  The person submitted further medical evidence in support of her application and 
following a review of her claim there was no change to the original decision.  The person was 
notified in writing of this outcome on 28 January 2013.  The person subsequently appealed this 
decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office and submitted additional evidence in support.  In 
accordance with procedures, the department has referred all the medical evidence received to 
a different medical assessor for review.  When the deciding officer receives the opinion of the 
medical assessor they will either revise the original decision or refer the papers to the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office for determination.

06/03/2013WRO01650Tús Scheme

06/03/2013WRO01700129. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a par-
ticipant of a community employment scheme is ineligible from applying for a position as a Tús 
scheme supervisor when a Tús participant is eligible to apply; the grounds on which a commu-
nity employment participant is prevented from applying; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11862/13]
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06/03/2013WRO01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Eligibility for supervisory/team 
leader positions on Tús is the same for participants, i.e. it is confined to those on the Live Reg-
ister for at least 12 months and in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance at the time of application.  
Eligibility for the Tús Supervisor/Team Leader position also includes person who are engaged 
on Tús at the time of application.  A person on a community employment scheme does not meet 
the criteria as they are not in receipt of a jobseekers payment.  Tús is focused on those on the 
Live Register for a year or more and have more limited job opportunities.

06/03/2013WRP00150Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

06/03/2013WRP00200130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount of 
arrears due in respect of a jobseeker’s claim in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11890/13]

06/03/2013WRP00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Jobseeker’s allowance payments 
to the person concerned have been suspended from 20 February as he failed to sign, as required, 
on that date. A decision on future payments, including any arrears due, cannot be made until he 
presents himself at his local social welfare office. 

06/03/2013WRP00350Disability Allowance Applications

06/03/2013WRP00400131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in respect of the determination of an application for disability allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare who applied in September 2012; if and 
when a decision will be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11891/13]

06/03/2013WRP00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The application, based upon the 
evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds and the person concerned was notified in 
writing of this decision on 22 September 2012.  The person submitted further medical evidence 
in support of her claim and a review of her application is underway.  Once a decision is made 
on this review, the person in question will be notified of the outcome.

Question No. 132 withdrawn.

06/03/2013WRP00650Rent Supplement Scheme Appeals

06/03/2013WRP00700133. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an 
appeal against the decision to disallow rent allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in Dublin 17. [11938/13]

06/03/2013WRP00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 22 Feb-
ruary 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. When re-
ceived, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral 
hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social 
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions 
on social welfare entitlements.
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06/03/2013WRP00850Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/03/2013WRP00900134. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Mayo will receive a decision on an application for carer’s allowance; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11939/13]

06/03/2013WRP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I confirm that the Department 
received an application for carer’s allowance from the person in question on the 15 May 2012.  
This application was referred to one of the Department’s medical assessors who was of the 
opinion that the caree in question was not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. A letter is-
sued on 14 October 2012 refusing the allowance. The person in question submitted further evi-
dence for review in November 2012.  The evidence was forwarded to the Department’s medical 
assessors for further consideration and is awaiting assessment. Once the review is completed in 
this case the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

06/03/2013WRP01050Disability Allowance Eligibility

06/03/2013WRP01100135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made to date in determination of eligibility for disability allowance in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare; if supplementary welfare can be paid in this instance while 
awaiting a decision as they have no income; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[12033/13]

06/03/2013WRP01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned applied for 
disability allowance on 22 February 2013.  On completion of the necessary investigations a 
decision will be made and the person will be notified directly of the outcome.   In addition, as 
this person has a PRSI record, an application form for invalidity pension has been posted to him 
today.  He should complete this form and return it as soon as possible if he wishes to be assessed 
for invalidity pension.  If the person concerned wishes to apply for supplementary welfare al-
lowance he should contact his local community welfare service at 1800 383800.

06/03/2013WRP01250Special Protection Areas Designation

06/03/2013WRP01300136. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide in tabular form by county the number of landowners whose land is designated as 
part of the hen harrier conservation programme; the numbers of landowners who are in receipt 
of compensation for this form of land designation under the national parks and wildlife farm 
plan scheme; the maximum, minimum and average payments made to landowners under this 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11805/13]

06/03/2013WRP01400Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment utilised the Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS), which is a database of claimants 
under the Single Payment Scheme supplied by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, for the identification and notification of possible landowners and users in the nine Hen 
Harrier Special Protection Areas (SPAs) advertised in November 2007.  These nine SPA sites 
covered six counties and, where an individual had land in more than one site, this led to a du-
plication which altered the figures slightly.  The figures in the following table indicate the total 
numbers of individuals notified, with a breakdown by site and county, as well as the adjusted 
figure where duplication has been identified.



6 March 2013

59

Code Site name Counties Landowners
4160 SLIEVE BLOOM MOUNTAINS SPA Laois 288

Offaly 137
425

4161 STACK’S TO MULLAGHAREIRK 
MOUNTAINS, WEST

Cork 380

 LIMERICK HILLS AND MOUNT EA-
GLE SPA

Kerry 641

Limerick 687
1,708

4162 MULLAGHANISH TO MUSHERA-
MORE MOUNTAINS SPA

Cork 154

4165 SLIEVEFELIM TO SILVERMINES 
MOUNTAINS SPA

Limerick 121

Tipperary 348
469

4167 SLIEVE BEAGH SPA Monaghan 82

4168 SLIEVE AUGHTY MOUNTAINS SPA Clare 599
Galway 723

1,322

(excluding duplicates 3,905) Total 4,160

4163 NAGLES MOUNTAINS SPA Cork 288

4164 BALLYHOURA MOUNTAINS SPA Cork 109
Limerick 166

275

4166 KILWORTH MOUNTAINS SPA Cork 73
Tipperary 12

85
(excluding duplicates 605)

Total 648

My Department has administered a small-scale farm plan scheme using Exchequer funds, 
which has supported farmers in adopting appropriate management practices in the Hen Harrier 
SPAs.  Due to budgetary constraints, the scheme is now closed to new applicants. The number 
of participants who are currently in receipt of payments under the farm plan scheme for the Hen 
Harrier is set out in the following table.
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County Number of Participants
Clare 85
Cork 50
Galway 30
Kerry 58
Laois 6
Limerick 95
Monaghan 10
Tipperary 32
Total 366
Payments under the farm plan scheme are based on eligible lands located within one of the 

Hen Harrier SPAs and those lands must be managed in accordance with the Hen Harrier pre-
scription.  Payments are made at the following rates:

 - Eligible areas up to 40 hectares are paid at a rate of €350 per hectare. 

 - Eligible areas from 40 hectares to 120 hectares are paid at a rate of €25 per hectare. 

 - Eligible areas in excess of 120 hectares are paid at a rate of €5 per hectare. 

The minimum amount received by a participant in the scheme was €293, while the maxi-
mum amount received was €16,054.  The average payment per participant in the scheme is 
€7,801.

06/03/2013WRP01450Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRP01500137. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Longford where land was desig-
nated a special area of conservation in 2002; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11806/13]

06/03/2013WRP01600Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. I am 
advised that a payment of €1,500 in respect of the first year was made to this applicant in June 
2012. A letter confirming same was sent to the applicant on 11 July 2012.  My Department en-
visages that payments of €1,500 in respect of 2013 will be made in the second quarter of this 
year.

06/03/2013WRP01650Special Protection Areas Designation

06/03/2013WRP01700138. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service is expected to complete its threat response plan for the 
conservation of hen harriers at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11864/13]

06/03/2013WRP01800Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Under the 
EU Birds Directive, six Special Protection Areas have been classified for the conservation of 
Hen Harrier.  A recent survey recorded significant declines in some of these sites, which are 
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considered to be traditional strongholds of this species’ breeding range.

Under regulation 39 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regula-
tions 2011, provision is made to develop and implement an appropriate threat response plan in 
order to meet the objectives of the Birds Directive.  The threat response plan will incorporate 
measures intended to cease, avoid, reduce or prevent threats, pressures or hazards that may be 
having an adverse effect on the conservation status of a species of bird referred to in Article 
1 of the Birds Directive and/or causing the deterioration of the habitats of species for which a 
Special Protection Area has been classified pursuant to the Birds Directive.

The development of a threat response plan for the conservation of Hen Harrier in Ireland 
is underway and my Department is currently engaged in a procurement process to secure the 
necessary support in order to undertake this process in a timely and efficient manner. My De-
partment will be working closely with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
exploring the areas of overlap between the conservation of habitat for the Hen Harrier and the 
forestry and agricultural sectors in the location referred to by the Deputy, with a view to finding 
practicable and manageable solutions to reverse the significant Hen Harrier population declines 
that have been recorded. My Department will also engage with other stakeholders in order to 
ensure that all relevant sectors are involved in this process.

06/03/2013WRQ00150Architectural Heritage

06/03/2013WRQ00200139. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if he will provide details in tabular form, by county, of the projects funded under the structures 
at risk fund in 2012; the amount paid to each project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11929/13]

06/03/2013WRQ00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): In 2012, my 
Department provided €495,057 in grant assistance through a Structures at Risk Fund, adminis-
tered by local authorities, to assist with works to safeguard structures protected under the Plan-
ning and Development Acts 2000-2012.  A breakdown of the grants provided is laid out in the 
following table.

Local Authority Site Name Grant
Offaly Former Estate Workers Cot-

tage, Geashill
€10,000

Offaly Annabrook House, Shinrone €15,000
Cork Alms Houses, Glanmire €12,489
Waterford (City) Cathedral of the Most Holy 

Trinity
€20,000

Leitrim Manorhamilton Castle €4,000
Louth Rokeby Hall, Grangebellew €10,000
Louth Essexford Glebe €9,500
Kerry Castleview House, Castleis-

land
€10,000

Kerry Glanleam House, Valentia 
Island

€10,000

Mayo Foxford Parish Church, 
Foxford

€10,000

Mayo Milford House, Kilmaine €10,000
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Local Authority Site Name Grant
Roscommon Stations of the Cross memo-

rials, St. Colman’s Grave-
yard, Ardsallagh Beg

€8,000

Roscommon Killinovoy House, Knock-
croghery

€14,114

Tipperary (South) Cappawhite Church, Cap-
pawhite

€14,846

Tipperary (South) The Tholsel,  Fethard €21,113
Tipperary (North) Ardcroney Church and 

Castle
€15,000

Tipperary (North) Lisbunny Church €10,000
Kildare Monasterevin Charter 

School
€45,000

Kildare Clane Friary Walls €10,000
Waterford Curraghmore House, Port-

law
€10,000

Limerick The Old Church of Ireland, 
Caherconlish

€10,000

Cork (City) 61 Shandon Street, Cork 
City

€7,200

Meath Annesbrook, Duleek €18,108
Westmeath Market Square, Kilbeggan 

(two houses)
€10,000

Galway (City) Ballinfoyle, Headford Road €7,000
Wicklow Aghowle Cottage, Ashford €7,000
Wicklow Carnew Castle Wall €7,000
Longford St. Catherine’s Church of 

Ireland, Ballymacormick
€5,000

Dublin (Fingal) Ardgillan Glasshouse, Ardg-
illan Demesne

€8,088

Limerick (City) Irish Town House (O’Currys 
Street)

€14,598

Carlow Borris House €7,000
Dublin (City) 65 & 66 Mountjoy Square €15,000
Dublin (City) Abbey Presbyterian Church €15,000
Dublin (City) 10 Ardee Street €40,000
Wexford  Mountgarret Castle €15,000
Clare Byrne’s Shop €10,000
Cavan  Cavan Parish Church €7,500
Cavan  St Mary’s Church, Crosser-

lough
€7,500

Sligo Ahamlish Church of Ireland €10,000
Sligo St Anne’s Church, Strandhill €5,000

06/03/2013WRQ00350Broadband Services Provision
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06/03/2013WRQ00400140. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources his views on the importance of having in place high-quality broadband at 
Carraroe, County Sligo, where there is a high level of retail activity and small and medium 
enterprises located in County Sligo; the reason Eircom is not proceeding to activate from its 
exchange at Carraroe; if the Commission for Communications Regulation is aware of the lack 
of proper broadband at this industrialised area of County Sligo; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [11800/13]

06/03/2013WRQ00500Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Ireland’s telecommunications market has been liberalised since 1999 and thus the delivery of 
broadband services is a matter, in the first instance, for private sector commercial operators 
who are licensed and regulated by the independent regulator, the Commission for Communica-
tions Regulation (ComReg).  Decisions relating to the provision of broadband services in any 
particular area, including the upgrading of telephone exchanges, are commercial decisions for 
the commercial service providers.  I have no statutory power to compel any service provider to 
offer higher levels of broadband service at any particular location.  

The State only becomes involved in the provision of services in instances of clear market 
failure, such as in the case of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband 
Scheme (RBS).  The Government’s National Broadband Plan, which I published in August 
last, aims to radically change the broadband landscape in Ireland by ensuring that high speed 
services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and businesses, well in advance 
of the EU’s target date of 2020, and that significantly higher speeds are available to as many 
homes and businesses as possible.  Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public 
and private sector investment in broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved 
speeds delivered across the country.  

The National Broadband Plan commits the Government to investing in areas where high 
speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the market.  This will 
ensure that citizens or businesses, wherever they are located, have a broadband connection 
which meets their needs to interact effectively with society and business in a global digital 
environment.  I would reiterate that the Government remains committed to the delivery of the 
speeds referred to in the Plan, to ensure that all parts of Ireland, including Carraroe, County 
Sligo, will have at least 30Mbps connectivity.    

06/03/2013WRQ00550Research Centres Programme

06/03/2013WRQ00600141. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide a list of ventures supported financially by the National Digital 
Research Centre in each year since its establishment including to date in 2013; if he will detail 
the particulars of the support offered in each case, including amounts granted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11821/13]

06/03/2013WRQ00700145. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will itemise the total share capital portfolio of the National Digital Re-
search Centre, NDRC, at present; if he will list all ventures in which the NDRC once held share 
capital, including the value of each investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[12007/13]

06/03/2013WRQ00800Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 141 and 145 together.    
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The National Digital Research Centre (NDRC) is a private company which is funded by 
my Department through a Concession Agreement to develop research based projects to market 
ready stage by means of collaboration between researchers and commercial development staff 
who work together in joint project teams.  The Concession Agreement commenced in 2007 and 
to date €23.2m of Exchequer capital funding has been advanced to the NDRC.  I am informed 
by the NDRC that ventures set up from   NDRC projects have received follow-on private in-
vestment of €9.6m and created 155 full-time jobs and 66 part-time jobs by end 2012, and their 
market valuation had reached almost €30m.

A list of the ventures supported by the NDRC, based on information I have received from 
the NDRC, is shown in the table.  Support is provided by way of mentoring and development 
as well as share capital in some instances.  NDRC further advises that the investment amounts 
provided to, and the shares which it holds in, ventures is commercially sensitive information.

 NDRC Ventures

1 ADAPT
2 Adaptics
3 Adjuno Inc.
4 Agile Education Technologies
5 Balls.ie
6 bitSmith Games
7 BOSS Metrics
8 Boxever
9 BragBet
10 Bsmark
11 Busy Moos
12 Buttrr
13 BuyNow.TV
14 Buzzoo
15 Catering Mentor Ltd/Bizimply
16 Causehere - Kind Citizen/digital Edge Ltd.
17 Cellusys - Sentinel
18 ClearSight Ltd.
19 ClearTone Technologies - cTone
20 Cloudsplit
21 Conker
22 Coolnagour Ltd t/a iCabbi
23 DEN
24 Digital DemiGods
25 Eazipass
26 EquineWatch
27 ESSBRaiN - Bluebox lTD
28 ExRayLab Ltd.
29 Fixational
30 Freegaming
31 Gamebrains Ltd
32 GeoDealio
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33 getHealth
34 Glidebooks - Fieldaware
35 Good Travel Software Ltd - Dropcar
36 Gradpool
37 Haunted Planet Studio - Viking Ghost Hunt
38 Haystack
39 HeartPhone
40 Hit The Road - Commutable Ltd.
41 Hush Vine Ltd
42 Hypertiny
43 IADT - SeeSearch
44 Inside Out
45 Instant Opinion
46 jumpzter
47 Lantenant Ltd
48 LearnUpon
49 Lidar
50 Lingleonline ltd - Comenius
51 Logentries
52 Media for Buyers Ltd.
53 Metalabs
54 MobStats
55 MuteButton Ltd.
56 My Good Points
57 Mypp Media Ltd - Buildeye
58 Neuro Hero
59 Neurosynergy Games
60 NewsWhip
61 Parallel Win
62 PBOC Ltd
63 Pharmapod
64 Picturk
65 Placebo Responder
66 Planet iLove
67 Plug’N’Play
68 Plum Brothers
69 Point The Way GPS Ltd - EyePhone
70 PowWow
71 Prowlster
72 RASS  -iGeocomms
73 Redeem&Get - Sarsol Ltd.
74 Reverbeo
75 Right to Sight Technology - IRIS
76 Rococco Software Ltd - LocalSocial
77 SCRAZZL
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78 SendRR
79 SilverCloud Health - TET
80 Slate State Ltd
81 SmartCarbon
82 Smarter
83 Smartrip Technologies Ltd
84 Sneaky Vegetables
85 SokoHealth
86 Somnium Ltd - Popdeem
87 Soundwave Analytics Ltd.
88 StockEnvy
89 Tapadoo
90 Tempity
91 The Turning Institute
92 ThoughtBox
93 True Pivot
94 TuneTrak
95 Twelve Horses - Vizi
96 Unified Media
97 Uvoice
98 V-Learning
99 VideoElephant
100 VideoScamp
101 VitFiz
102 von bismark
103 VoucherLink
104 Winnow
105 ZenDoc
106 Zinc Software Limited

06/03/2013WRQ00850Broadcasting Service Provision

06/03/2013WRQ00900142. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in view of the €2.7 million funding allocated to TG4 for the roll out of high 
definition, HD, in 2011, if he has set any deadlines for the project or has required any consul-
tation or liaison between TG4 and RTÉ on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [11825/13]

06/03/2013WRQ01000Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
TG4 is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit, obligations, principal 
objects and associated powers are set out in the Broadcasting Act 2009.  Section 98 of that Act 
provides that TG4 shall be independent in the pursuance of these objects, subject to the require-
ments of the Act.  As such I, as Minister, have no function in TG4’s management of its day to 
day affairs.  This includes the rollout of its High Definition (HD) project.  In order to be of some 
assistance, however, I have asked the company to contact the Deputy directly on this matter.
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06/03/2013WRQ01050Alternative Energy Projects

06/03/2013WRQ01100143. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources if he intends to adjust the REFIT scheme for miscanthus growers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11875/13]

06/03/2013WRQ01200144. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources his plans to put the REFIT scheme in place in time for the 2013 harvest, due shortly 
and without which the large personal investment by farmers would be lost; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [12006/13]

06/03/2013WRQ01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 143 and 144 together.    

The REFIT scheme for biomass (REFIT3), which was opened in February 2012, is designed 
to incentivise the addition of 310 MW of renewable electricity capacity to the Irish electricity 
grid.  The technologies being supported include anaerobic digestion and combined heat and 
power, which will also contribute to our renewable heat targets.  It also contains incentives for 
co-firing of biomass in peat powered generation plants with a premium for the use of energy 
crops such as miscanthus and willow.  The scheme operates by guaranteeing a minimum price 
for renewable electricity generated and sent to the grid over a 15 year period.  The scheme does 
not set out a tariff price for biomass itself which is a contractual matter between biomass sup-
plier and the electricity generator.  The REFIT schemes are funded through the Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) levy which is paid for by all electricity consumers.  I do not have any plans at 
this time to open any new REFIT schemes or to adjust the schemes currently in existence with 
respect to any particular feedstock.

Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 141.

06/03/2013WRQ01450Energy Conservation

06/03/2013WRQ01500146. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources when he expects to see the creation of the energy efficiency fund as referred 
to in the Action Plan for Jobs; the way he proposes to implement the operation of the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12013/13]

06/03/2013WRQ01600Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Energy Efficiency Fund (the Fund) will be established with the aim of providing finance 
to energy efficiency initiatives in the public and private sectors.  The aim is to attract matching 
funding from the private sector, such that the overall amount available for investment is greater 
than €70 million.  NewEra has been asked by Government to coordinate establishment of the 
Fund and ensure it is appropriately managed.  It has been meeting with sector participants and 
parties with experience in making and managing investments in the energy efficiency sector. 

The Fund will be supported by the creation of a National Energy Performance Contracting 
Policy Framework (the Framework), which will standardise energy performance contracting in 
Ireland and provide a robust process for establishing the investment-ready projects.  Work on 
the Framework is well advanced with a public/private group established late last year.  The first 
version of the Framework will be published in early April this year. 

I anticipate that NewEra will shortly conclude the process of stakeholder engagement and 
move to formalise interest in the Fund’s establishment.  The investors will determine the Fund’s 
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structure and operational priorities.  I anticipate that the Fund will be established later this year.  
Parties interested in the Fund are encouraged to contact NewEra, while the SEAI are the contact 
point for the Framework.  Further information on both the Fund and the Framework is available 
on the Department’s website.

06/03/2013WRQ01650Community Development Projects

06/03/2013WRQ01700147. Deputy Liam Twomey asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if it should be insisted that suppliers from whom community groups purchase 
equipment with State moneys should have tax clearance certificates; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [11742/13]

06/03/2013WRQ01800Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Tax clearance requirements are a matter for the Minister for Finance and are detailed 
in Department of Finance Circular 44/2006: Tax Clearance Procedures Grants, Subsidies and 
Similar Type Payments.

06/03/2013WRR00150Leader Programmes Administration

06/03/2013WRR00200148. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if he will leave the Leader funding structure as it is; if he will set out the 
advantage of moving the Leader programmes and the county enterprise boards into the local 
authorities; his views on whether the Leader programmes and the CEBs are enterprise focused 
and that the local authorities are service focused and thus the two entities are culturally different 
and will not sit well together; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11802/13]

06/03/2013WRR00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Government’s Action Programme for Effective Local Government: Putting People 
First sets out a significant reform programme for local government, which aims to give it greater 
capacity to promote local economic and social development.  These reforms envisage a greater 
alignment between local development and local government that will bring greater efficiency 
and co-ordination to the delivery of a broad range of public services locally.  The remit of the 
local government system in Ireland is unduly narrow.  However, through a comprehensive 
reform process, which encompasses the development of capacity and strategic collaboration 
with stakeholders such as local development bodies, the sector can respond to the significant 
international evidence that local government should assume a leadership role in fostering local 
collaboration for economic and social development.

A range of economic and enterprise supports are currently provided through a number of 
different programmes, delivery bodies and local governance structures at local level.  For many 
years, local authorities have been engaged in promoting local economic development; County 
and City Enterprise Boards have had lead responsibility locally for micro-enterprise develop-
ment, while certain aspects of the LEADER programmes have also promoted local economic 
development through supports for businesses and entrepreneurs.

As a key part of Government’s overall response to the current jobs crisis, it is necessary to 
intensify our responses at local level.  This can be achieved through the integration of all local 
economic and enterprise supports within a single integrated local and economic development 
system.  The Government decision to establish Local Enterprise Offices in local authorities, 
which will be complemented by a greater integration of local government and local develop-
ment economic and enterprise supports, will facilitate an improved co-ordination of efforts lo-
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cally.  It will see the dynamism and innovative capacity of County and City Enterprise Boards 
and LEADER companies combined with the institutional capacity of local government to pro-
vide a strong platform for economic development locally, and it will streamline supports for 
business and entrepreneurs at local level.

06/03/2013WRR00350Social and Affordable Housing Provision

06/03/2013WRR00400149. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government in relation to the leasing of unsold affordable homes, the policy considerations 
that must be considered by local authorities when deciding on allocating such properties; the 
influence the social inclusion policy will have on such decisions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11924/13]

06/03/2013WRR00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Any unsold affordable housing units that a housing au-
thority has made available for social housing are subject to that authority’s allocation scheme, 
just as in the case of any other form of social housing. The making and amendment of such 
an allocation scheme for social housing is a reserved function of the elected members of each 
housing authority. In accordance with Guidance issued by my Department, leasing unsold af-
fordable units should only be considered by local authorities where there is a demand for such 
accommodation within the area and where the tenure mix of the area is not adversely impacted.

06/03/2013WRR00550Local Authority Finances

06/03/2013WRR00600150. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that in the local government auditor’s 
statutory report on the accounts of Sligo County Council for the year ended 31 December 2011, 
the Sligo county manager stated (details supplied); if at any time in advance of the Councils 
draft budget being published in December 2011 did his Department state that a significant 
voluntary redundancy package would be introduced in 2012; if it has been brought to his atten-
tion that the Sligo county manager has stated that the 2012 financial outturn for the council is 
projected to be a deficit of approximately €2 million; if his Department has any role in ensuring 
that local authorities prepare realistic achievable budgets; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11931/13]

06/03/2013WRR00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 446 of 18 December 2012 which sets out the position 
in this matter. A reply to my Department’s correspondence with the County Manager in relation 
to the audit report was received on 4 March 2013 and is currently being considered.

06/03/2013WRR00750Regeneration Projects Funding

06/03/2013WRR00800151. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide in tabular form the funding he has allocated for each regenera-
tion project in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11932/13]

06/03/2013WRR00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): This year my Department is providing some €80 million 
under the National Regeneration Programme to support on-going regeneration projects at a 
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number of locations around the country. These projects are at various stages in the project 
lifecycle and include Ballymun, which will be substantially complete by end 2014, as well as 
projects which are currently at early planning stage like Sligo and Dundalk . Details of the in-
dicative capital allocations for 2013 are set out in the following table:   

Regeneration Project 2013 Capital Allocation (Indicative) 
Ballymun   €16 m 
Dublin City flat complexes €15 m 
Limerick City €28m 
Cork City €12m 
Tralee €4m 
Sligo €3m 
Dundalk €2m 

06/03/2013WRR00950Regeneration Projects Funding

06/03/2013WRR01000152. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the funding he allocated for a regeneration project (details supplied) in County 
Sligo, since 2006; the amount spent in each year on the regeneration programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11934/13]

06/03/2013WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Information relating to the amounts of funding allocated 
and recouped to Sligo Borough Council in respect of the regeneration project over the past 8 
years is currently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/03/2013WRR01150Local Government Elections

06/03/2013WRR01200153. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if it has been brought to his attention that there are currently 12 elected representa-
tives on Sligo Borough Council and 25 elected representatives on Sligo County Council; the 
number of councillors there will be in Sligo following the June 2014 local government elec-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11935/13]

06/03/2013WRR01300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I established a Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee on 15 November 2012 to re-
view and make recommendations on the division of each council area, other than Cork City, 
into local electoral areas, and to make recommendations on the number of members of each 
council to be assigned to each local electoral area. I have asked the Committee to report to me 
no later than 31 May 2013.  The Committee’s terms of reference contain the parameters defin-
ing the total number of seats on each council.   

For councils other than Cork City and County and Dublin City, the number of seats on 
each council will be calculated on the basis of 1 member for every 4,830 of population with 
additional members where there are existing borough and town councils and merging city and 
county councils. Those additions are subject to a maximum of 4 except where councils are 
merging. These calculations are all subject to the minimum total of 18 and the maximum total 
of 40 members set in paragraph 9 of the terms of reference.
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06/03/2013WRR01350Local Authority Housing Applications

06/03/2013WRR01400154. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community 
and Local Government if local authorities may refuse to accept applications for inclusion on 
local authority housing lists and if so if he will outline the criteria used to refuse an applicant. 
[11948/13]

06/03/2013WRR01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To qualify for social housing support, a household must 
generally submit a properly completed application form to the housing authority, including 
providing the supporting documents specified in the application form checklist.  Where a valid 
application form is submitted, a housing authority will then assess it in terms of eligibility and 
need for such support in accordance with section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2009 and the Social Housing Assessment Regulations made thereunder.

06/03/2013WRR01550Leader Programmes Administration

06/03/2013WRR01600155. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will lift the embargo on project approvals imposed on local develop-
ment companies under the Leader rural development programme as a matter of urgency in view 
of the fact that this is the last year for the current round of Leader funding; if he will provide 
certainty to each LDC regarding the amount of Leader funding available to them in their areas 
in order that individual and community applicants know where they stand before putting to-
gether time-consuming and costly applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[12004/13]

06/03/2013WRR01700156. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of Leader funding ring-fenced for projects in the areas serviced 
by Mayo north east Leader partnership between now and the end of the current round of Leader 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [12008/13]

06/03/2013WRR01800157. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the amount of Leader funding ring-fenced for projects in the area serviced 
by South West Mayo Development Company between now and the end of the current round of 
Leader funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [12009/13]

06/03/2013WRR01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155 to 157, inclusive, together.

In late 2011 the European Commission approved a change in the maximum co-funding rate 
from 55% to 85% for the Axes 3 and 4 elements (LEADER) of Ireland’s Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2007-2013. Prior to this the Axes 3 and 4 RDP measures were co-funded 
at a rate of 55% by the EU, with the remaining 45% coming from national exchequer sources.  
The 2011 agreement reduced the national exchequer input to 15% on a net basis for 2012 and 
2013 without a concomitant increase in the amount of funding to be provided by the EU. This 
resulted in a reduction in the overall Programme complement from €427m to approximately 
€314m on the basis of the Programme achieving full spend by the end of 2013.

In this context the original funding allocations given to each Local Development Company 
(LDC) contracted to deliver the LEADER elements of the RDP required readjustment. My 
Department is currently carrying out an exercise to determine the level of project commitments 
across all LDCs and all measures in order to complete the rebalancing of the programme in as 
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equitable a way as possible. The original allocations to Mayo North East LEADER Partnership 
and South West Mayo Development Company were some €10.752 million and €12.150 million 
respectively.   

In addition, given the levels of spending by the LDCs from 2009 to date it is very unlikely 
that full spend will be achieved by the end of 2013. The co-funding rate will revert to 55% for 
all expenditure beyond the end of 2013 and will therefore have a knock on effect on the overall 
Programme requirement.  Once the rebalancing exercise as outlined above has been satisfacto-
rily completed decisions will then be made regarding definitive allocations and the resumption 
of new project approvals.

06/03/2013WRS00150Departmental Correspondence

06/03/2013WRS00200158. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when a response will issue to representations made (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [12028/13]

06/03/2013WRS00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A reply to the representations in question issued from my Department on 4 March 2013.

06/03/2013WRS00350Garda Stations Refurbishment

06/03/2013WRS00400159. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocated for the maintenance of Garda premises in the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
the budget for 2013; the amount of the budget that was actually spent in each of the years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11815/13]

06/03/2013WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The programme of replace-
ment and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is based on agreed accommodation priorities 
which are established by An Garda Síochána. This programme is progressed by An Garda Sío-
chána in co-operation with the Office of Public Works which has responsibility for the provi-
sion and maintenance of Garda accommodation. Capital funding for significant refurbishment 
work is a matter for the Office of Public Works.  In addition, funding for other refurbishment 
works is provided in the Vote of An Garda Síochána. I am advised by the Garda authorities 
that the annual expenditure from the Garda Vote for Garda maintenance works for the periods 
requested by the Deputy was as set out in the table.

Year Expenditure
2008 €25.17m
2009 €9.78m
2010 €9.05m
2011 €9.53m
2012 €7.14m
2013 €0.22 m (Year to date)

06/03/2013WRS00550National Drugs Strategy Publication

06/03/2013WRS00600160. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
outline his strategy to combat the problem of drugs in communities; and his plans to resource 
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this. [11759/13]

06/03/2013WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Drug misuse in our communi-
ties is a complex social problem and one which is very often linked to issues of social exclusion.  
The national response to the problem of drug misuse is set out in the National Drugs Strategy 
for the period 2009-2016. The Strategy provides a co-ordinated and comprehensive response to 
the problem and is founded on a partnership approach.  Under this partnership approach all of 
the relevant statutory agencies work closely with the community and voluntary treatment sec-
tors in tackling the harm caused to individuals and society by the misuse of drugs. This collab-
orative approach is reflected in all of the working structures established under the national drugs 
policy framework.  The Strategy, which is being delivered under the stewardship of my col-
league Minister of State at the Department of Health Mr. Alex White T.D., adopts a pillar based 
approach to the problem, involving the implementation of a wide range of measures across the 
five pillars of drug supply reduction, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and research.

Significant Government resources continue to be allocated to tackling drug misuse. In ad-
dition to the considerable resources provided to the statutory services, including health, educa-
tion and criminal justice authorities, in dealing with drugs issues as a part of their normal day 
to day services, the Department of Health also administers a Drugs Initiative Programme. This 
Programme, which primarily funds community based drugs initiatives supported by the Drugs 
Task Forces, currently has available to it in excess of €28m for 2013.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the involvement of my Department and An Garda Síochána 
under the Strategy is primarily, although not exclusively, concerned with the drug supply pil-
lar. In this regard, drug law enforcement remains a key priority area.  This is reflected in An 
Garda Síochána Policing Plan for 2013 which highlights a strong focus in combating serious 
crime in all its forms, in particular organised crime and its close links with drug trafficking.  
Furthermore, An Garda Síochána is also involved in a wide range of collaborative work involv-
ing community interests including, for example, the work of the local and regional Drugs Task 
Forces, the work of the Joint Policing Committees and community initiatives such as the work 
being undertaken, in partnership with the Family Support Network organisation, in tackling the 
problem of intimidation associated with drug related debts.

In conclusion, I would like to strongly affirm the Government’s steadfast commitment to 
tackling the issue of drug misuse. This important work will continue to be progressed in part-
nership with all relevant stakeholders and will continue to include ongoing active community 
participation in addressing this complex problem. 

Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 39.

06/03/2013WRS00850Garda Deployment

06/03/2013WRS00900162. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
ensure that the number of gardaí deployed in the national force does not fall below 13,000 in 
2013; if he intends to recruit extra gardaí before the end of 2013; if so, if he will ensure that the 
Garda Commissioner will be cognisant of the wide disparity in staffing levels across Garda di-
visions when assigning any new staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11773/13]

06/03/2013WRS01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda numbers have been 
reducing due to the moratorium on recruitment. My objective, despite the enormous financial 
pressures facing the Government is to ensure that Garda numbers will not fall below 13,000.  I 
have informed my Cabinet colleagues that I am reviewing the position regarding Garda strength 



Questions - Written Answers

74

in light of an estimated reduction to just over 13,000 by the end of 2013, and, in this context, I 
will be bringing all relevant proposals to Cabinet in the coming weeks.

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation 
of resources, including personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in 
the matter.  This allocation of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, 
crime trends, policing needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional 
and Regional level to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible 
Garda service is provided to the public.

06/03/2013WRS01050Garda Vetting Applications

06/03/2013WRS01100163. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding a 
Garda vetting certificate in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11721/13]

06/03/2013WRS01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have sought information 
from the Garda authorities with regard to the individual to whom the Deputy refers. I will com-
municate with the Deputy as soon as the information is to hand.

06/03/2013WRS01250Visa Policy

06/03/2013WRS01300164. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding visa policy (details supplied). [11738/13]

06/03/2013WRS01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Short-stay Visa 
Waiver Programme has proved very successful with Central Statistics Office figures indicating 
a rise of 21% in trips from the countries covered by the Programme in the twelve months after 
its introduction compared to the twelve months before.  The aim of the Programme was to help 
encourage increased tourism from growing markets.  Therefore, in devising the Programme, 
officials in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department consulted with 
tourism interests, both State and private, to identify those markets with the greatest potential 
for growth.  On the other hand, a threshold for a successful rate of visa applications of 93% 
over a twelve-month period was applied for countries to be considered for inclusion in the Pro-
gramme, this being the average success rate at the time for visa applications. The setting of such 
a threshold is a common feature of visa waiver programmes worldwide (e.g. for the USA the 
threshold is 95%).  Neither Albania nor Macedonia met this criterion at the time of the setting 
up of the Programme and the figures for 2012 indicate that they remain below the threshold.

The Deputy may be aware that work has been ongoing, through the regular Common Travel 
Area Forum (CTAF) meetings between the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service and 
the UK Home Office and UK Border Agency, on the development of reciprocal short-stay 
Common Travel Area (CTA) visa arrangements.  These arrangements would allow tourists and 
business visitors to travel to the CTA, with first arrival in either Ireland or the UK, and to travel 
freely between the two jurisdictions.

In relation to the countries that are visa-required, there are, in fact, very few differences be-
tween the two jurisdictions. There are only seven countries for whose citizens Ireland requires 
a visa for travel for which the UK do not.  Conversely, there are ten countries for whose citizens 
the UK requires a visa but Ireland does not.  Discussions on visa alignment are ongoing under 
the auspices of the CTAF Forum.
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Neither Ireland nor the UK is bound by the provisions of the Commission Proposal COM 
(2012) 650.  However, it should be noted that, of the proposed list of sixteen countries and five 
categories of British citizens for whom of the visa requirement will be lifted (in respect of those 
countries bound by the Proposal), all but four - East Timor, the Marshall Islands, the Federated 
States of Micronesia and Palau - are already, and have been for some time, visa-free for travel 
to Ireland.  It should be noted that, in 2012, the total number of visit visa applications to Ireland 
from the six countries in question was 33, of which 25 were from Namibia.  Therefore, it is very 
unlikely that lifting of the visa requirement would have any notable impact on tourist numbers.

Question No. 165 answered with Question No. 29.

06/03/2013WRT00150Garda Transport Provision

06/03/2013WRT00200166. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will de-
ploy more Garda vehicles to the Mallow area of County Cork in view of the fact that the public 
there are concerned about the lack of vehicles in the Garda fleet; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [11801/13]

06/03/2013WRT00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner in the context of his 
identified operational requirements. Responsibility for the efficient deployment of official Gar-
da vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles 
between stations, as required by operational circumstances. The Deputy will appreciate that a 
degree of flexibility in allocating and re-allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match 
the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is essential to the efficient management of 
the Garda fleet.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that there are currently 31 vehicles allocated to the 
Cork North Division,  7 of which are allocated to the Mallow District. Garda management 
closely monitors the allocation of all policing resources and operational strategies in place on a 
District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure that the optimum use is made of available re-
sources and that the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. In addition, the Garda 
authorities have informed me that the current policing arrangements for the Cork North Divi-
sion make the best use of available resources.  Moreover, the Garda authorities have indicated 
that the needs of the Division will continue to be examined as additional resources become 
available.

In that context, the Deputy will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An 
Garda Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure an additional 
171 vehicles, bringing the total number of vehicles procured in 2012 to 213.  The roll out of 
these vehicles to Garda Divisions throughout the country is ongoing and, in that context, I have 
been informed by the Garda authorities that 31 of the vehicles are being allocated to the Garda 
Southern Region which includes the Cork North Division. These vehicles are being deployed in 
line with operational requirements. A further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the 
purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial 
investment in Garda transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across 
the public sector is severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to 
the greatest extent possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable 
them to provide an effective and efficient policing service.

06/03/2013WRT00350Crime Levels
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06/03/2013WRT00400167. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who have had their bail revoked due to reoffending while out on bail in the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11803/13]

06/03/2013WRT00500179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree to 
which the recidivistic tendencies of accused persons while on bail and awaiting trial continues 
to be monitored; the extent to which he and or his Department can address this issue having 
regard to the number of such instances recorded on an annual basis during the past five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11897/13]

06/03/2013WRT00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 167 and 179 together.

An Garda Síochána continues to monitor all crime trends and offending patterns and the 
Garda National Policing Plan, 2013 sets out the continued commitment of An Garda Síochána 
to pro-actively target groups and individuals engaged in criminal activities. 

As the Deputies will be aware, the criminal law takes a serious view of offences committed 
by persons on bail.  Section 11 of the Criminal Justice Act 1984 provides that any sentence of 
imprisonment passed on a person for an offence committed while on bail must be consecutive 
on any sentence passed on him or her for a previous offence, or on the sentence last due to ex-
pire, if more than one is being served. It also provides that the fact that an offence was commit-
ted while on bail must be treated as an aggravating factor at sentencing and that the court shall 
impose a sentence that is greater than that which would have been imposed otherwise, unless 
there are exceptional circumstances.

A decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only 
to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of its judicial functions. There is a 
constitutional presumption in favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent 
until proven guilty. The provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict 
the extent to which the right to bail can be limited.

Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially 
only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses. The 
Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, 
provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where it is reasonably 
considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that person.  In addi-
tion, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, provides 
that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall not commit 
an offence while on bail. I believe that bail law must be continually reviewed to ensure that all 
possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the commission of crime, particularly 
serious crime, by persons on bail.

Accordingly, my Department has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law 
with a view to presenting a clear, accessible and modern statement of the law. In the context of 
that modernisation of the law, I will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on 
the protection of the individual and of the public. My intention is that the new proposals will 
provide better guidance to the courts on how such protection might be provided. I am also tak-
ing the opportunity to introduce some general improvements to bail law to improve the overall 
working of the bail system.

I will bring proposals to Government on the matter as soon as possible, having regard to 
other legislative priorities. Insofar as the question of revocation of Bail by the courts is con-
cerned, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the re-
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sponsibility of the Courts Service.  Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service 
is independent in the performance of its functions, which includes the provision of statistics. 
However, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed me court statistics are 
not maintained in the manner sought by the Deputy.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime 
statistics by the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has 
established a dedicated unit for this purpose.  I have requested the CSO to provide relevant 
statistics in relation to offences committed while on Bail directly to the Deputies.

06/03/2013WRT00650Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

06/03/2013WRT00700168. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
port on Garda Operation Leah; the number of persons arrested and charged to date; the number 
of successful convictions obtained to date; if this operation is still active; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11813/13]

06/03/2013WRT00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that Operation Liath was introduced within Donegal Division in January 2013 as an 
operational strategy to improve public safety and enhance the effectiveness of high visibility 
police resources within the Division.  This operation is running in conjunction with national op-
erations such as Operation Fiacla and other Garda operations in existence to combat criminality 
within the Donegal Division. The main focus of the operation, which is ongoing, is to disrupt 
and prevent criminality against older persons within the community,  to apprehend suspects in 
the commission and the attempted commission of offences, and to fully investigate, detect and 
prosecute any offences outstanding against those suspects and groups.  This will be achieved 
through a focused, targeted and coordinated approach by An Garda Síochána.

The objectives of the operation are being addressed through intelligence led patrols, check-
points, continued liaison between An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ire-
land (PSNI), intelligence gathering and the continued support and rejuvenation of Neighbour-
hood Watch and Community Alert schemes. Local Garda Management closely monitors the 
allocation of all resources in the context of crime trends, policing needs and other operational 
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level, to ensure optimum use is made 
of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. Since the 
introduction of Operation Liath, 12 persons have been arrested for burglary related incidents 
and 22 persons have been arrested for theft related incidents in Donegal Garda Division.  These 
matters are currently before the Courts.

06/03/2013WRT00850Magdalen Laundries

06/03/2013WRT00900169. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the process by 
which a person can obtain information on their mother’s stay at a Magdalen laundry in Cork 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11835/13]

06/03/2013WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The records concerned are 
those of the relevant religious congregations.  I understand that they will facilitate individual’s 
access to records with the necessary regard being given to their privacy and data protection. I 
am not in a position to advise the Deputy on the completeness or level of detail of the records 
held in individual cases.
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06/03/2013WRT01050Magdalen Laundries

06/03/2013WRT01100170. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider, as part of the wider redress scheme that is to materialise in due course for survivors 
of the Magdalen institutions, enabling a thorough and comprehensive record facility to be es-
tablished that would allow survivors and their families access to all available genealogical and 
other records necessary to locate their families and reconstruct their family identities; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [11838/13]

06/03/2013WRT01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have no control over records 
held by the religious congregations or other non State bodies.  However from my contact with 
the religious congregations I understand that they will facilitate individual’s access to records 
with the necessary regard being given to their privacy and data protection. It is not within my 
power to establish a facility that would allow the women who were admitted to the Magdalen 
Laundries and their families access to all genealogical and other records necessary to locate 
their families and reconstruct their family identities.

06/03/2013WRT01250Garda Resources

06/03/2013WRT01300171. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual costs 
of policing major sporting and commercial entertainment events; if promoters and organisa-
tions contribute to these costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11856/13]

06/03/2013WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Commissioner is 
the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote.  In that context, I am informed by the Garda au-
thorities that the overall cost of policing major sporting and entertainment events is not readily 
available and that the extraction of the relevant data would require a disproportionate amount of 
Garda resources. Section 30 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 provides a statutory basis for the 
Garda Commissioner to charge for police services on a non-public duty basis for commercial 
events.  In that regard I understand that the cost to the event holder is determined by the number 
of Garda personnel deployed.  The operational plan for a particular event is formulated by local 
Garda management.

Details of the monies recouped to An Garda Síochána for policing services at various events 
over the period 2010 – 2012 are provided in the following table: 

Category 2010 Monies Re-
ceived

2011 Monies Re-
ceived

2012 Monies Re-
ceived

Sporting Fixtures 1,176,701 2,032,427 1,954,323
Concerts/Festivals 1,378,294 1,326,765   738,284
Other Events  794,994 708,822 1,431,949
Total 3,349,989 4,068,014 4,124,556

06/03/2013WRT01450Proposed Legislation

06/03/2013WRT01500172. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when legislation 
will be finalised enabling fines and so on to be deducted from wages and thereby end the prac-
tice of the courts having to give persons custodial sentences for failure to pay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11865/13]

06/03/2013WRT01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy is aware, the 
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Programme for Government includes a commitment to allow for the recovery of unpaid fines 
by the attachment of earnings.  Last October, the Government approved the Scheme of a Fines 
(Amendment) Bill to give effect to this commitment and to make a number of other changes to 
the Fines Act 2010. I hope that it will be possible to publish the Fines (Amendment) Bill later 
this year, with a view to its enactment at an early date.

06/03/2013WRT01650National Partnership Agreements

06/03/2013WRT01700173. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will outline 
the costs associated with the previous benchmarking arrangements for salaries in An Garda 
Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11866/13]

06/03/2013WRT01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities the information requested in relation to the costs associated with the previous bench-
marking arrangements for salaries in An Garda Síochána is not readily available and can only 
be obtained by the disproportionate expenditure of Garda time and resources relative to the 
information sought.

06/03/2013WRT01850Public Procurement Contracts Expenditure

06/03/2013WRT01900174. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
whether the secure radio network for the gardaí represents value for money at €40 million per 
annum; the date on which this contract was negotiated; to whom this €40 million was paid; if 
any assessment has been carried out on its effectiveness vis-à-vis mobile phones; the level of 
use of this radio network by gardaí; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11868/13]

06/03/2013WRT02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Further to a public procure-
ment process, a Central Agreement was signed between the Department of Finance and Tetra 
Ireland in May 2008 for the provision of nationwide digital radio services for voice and data 
purposes to all non-commercial public bodies in Ireland.  Subsequently, An Garda Síochána 
committed to roll out the National Digital Radio Service to the Force.  The roll-out was com-
pleted in 2011. I am informed by the Garda authorities that currently An Garda Síochána has 
approximately 15,270 radio subscription accounts on the National Digital Radio Service.   In 
addition, I understand that the costs involved are commercially sensitive.

The Garda authorities have advised me that the Garda participation in the National Digital 
Radio Service is enabling the Force to achieve its objectives.  In that context, they have indi-
cated that the Service meets their specific technological and operational requirements.  More-
over, I understand that a number of these requirements, such as group working and emergency 
alert facilities, would not be available via mobile phone networks. I have also been informed by 
the Garda authorities that steps have been taken, and continue to be taken, to achieve value for 
money in respect of the expenditure involved.

06/03/2013WRU00200Courts Service

06/03/2013WRU00300175. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if training or guid-
ance is provided for judges in dealing with victims in the course of the criminal justice process, 
particularly with respect to the victims of sexual offences.  [11880/13]

06/03/2013WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
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the Committee for Judicial Studies has responsibility for the ongoing training of the Judiciary. 
My function as Minister under the Courts and Courts Officers Act 1995 is, with the consent of 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to provide funds for the training and education 
of judges.

I am informed that the Committee for Judicial Studies organises conferences, seminars and 
lectures on legal subjects for members of the judiciary.  The object is to enhance knowledge and 
understanding of law and legal principles among judges with particular regard to new develop-
ments in the law, including legislation.  Seminars on discrete topics may also be organised for 
each jurisdiction. On occasion, groups of judges meet to discuss current legal issues. The Com-
mittee also nominates judges to attend international conferences on legal topics where relevant.  
I understand that over recent years judges have participated in seminars on a range of subjects 
related to sexual crime including the needs of victims.

06/03/2013WRU00500Courts Service

06/03/2013WRU00600176. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has given 
consideration to putting the Court of Criminal Appeal on a more permanent footing to allow for 
greater clarity in sentencing policy. [11881/13]

06/03/2013WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The allocation of the business 
of the courts, scheduling of court cases and the management of court lists are matters for the 
judiciary and the Presidents of the courts.  The Deputy will be aware that judges are, subject to 
the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of their judicial functions.  The Deputy 
may be aware that I recently announced the Government’s intention to establish a permanent 
Court of Appeal with both criminal and civil jurisdiction.  This will incorporate the existing 
Court of Criminal Appeal.  The Government is committed to the holding of a Constitutional 
referendum on Article 34 which is necessary to achieve this and work has commenced in my 
Department in this regard.  It is intended that the referendum will take place, together with at 
least one other referendum, in the autumn.

  Question No. 177 answered with Question No. 18.

06/03/2013WRU00900Garda Resources

06/03/2013WRU01000178. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which sufficient Garda resources remain available in both urban and rural areas to combat the 
activities of criminal gangs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11896/13]

06/03/2013WRU01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This alloca-
tion of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.  The Garda budget for 2013 is €1.412 billion which is a significant amount of 
money despite the financial constraints under which we operate.

In relation to Garda numbers, these have been reducing due to the moratorium on recruit-
ment introduced by the previous Government and the current strength is just under 13,400. My 
objective, despite the enormous financial issues facing the Government, is to ensure that Garda 
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numbers will not fall below 13,000 and I will be bringing relevant proposals to Cabinet in the 
coming weeks.

Operation Fiacla was set up by the Garda Commissioner and is particularly focused on 
identifying and targeting mobile gangs involved in burglaries around the country.  In the period 
to the end of February 2013 it resulted in 4,226 persons being arrested and 2,327 persons being 
charged.  In addition, the latest quarterly figures for burglary suggest that Operation Fiacla is 
having an impact, when compared with the quarterly figures prior to its introduction.  Indeed 
the most recent crime figures show that the number of aggravated burglaries is down when com-
pared with the previous 12 months.  The Commissioner has made it clear that where resources 
are needed to combat serious and organised crime, those resources will be made available.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 167.

06/03/2013WRU01300Crime Levels

06/03/2013WRU01400180. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the various forms of crime continue to be monitored and appropriate action taken to ad-
dress any trends emerging in all areas throughout the country, urban and rural; if he has in mind 
any particular or specific strategies to deal with the issues; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11898/13]

06/03/2013WRU01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): All crime trends are monitored 
on an ongoing basis by the Garda authorities and relevant policing strategies are designed and 
implemented as required.  The Garda National Policing Plan for 2013, which I laid before the 
House last December, sets out the policing priorities and objectives for the current year.  The 
Plan is designed to meet the policing needs of all communities, in urban and rural areas, includ-
ing active community engagement in the development of policing strategies and concerted ef-
forts to support and protect vulnerable sections of the community.

Under the Plan, An Garda Síochána also continues to vigorously tackle organised crime 
through a range of targeted activities designed to disrupt and dismantle the operations of crimi-
nal organisations, including through the use of focused intelligence led operations by specialist 
Garda units.  Notwithstanding the challenges faced in tackling organised crime, week in week 
out the Garda are successfully bringing people involved in this type of criminality before the 
courts and a substantial number are presently serving sentences in prison.

Other examples of particular strategies adopted by the Gardai in recent times include  Op-
eration Fiacla which is particularly focused on identifying and targeting mobile gangs involved 
in burglaries.  The latest quarterly figures from the Central Statistics Office for burglary suggest 
that Operation Fiacla is having an impact, when compared with the quarterly figures prior to its 
introduction, and I am hopeful that the success of the operation will be continue to be reflected 
in future crime statistics as they become available.  I am informed that as of end February  2013, 
4,226 persons have been arrested and 2,327 persons have been charged under Operation Fiacla, 
reflecting the extent of the operation and the impact it is having.  

Gardaí also continue to work closely with all communities to enhance community safety 
through a wide range of local fora including the Joint Policing Committees and through com-
munity based initiatives such as Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch.  There are over 
1,300 local Community Alert groups around the country. The signing, in January this year, of 
an updated Memorandum of Understanding between An Garda Síochána and Muíntir na Tíre 
who administer the Community Alert programme further underlines the Garda commitment in 
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this area.  Furthermore a new Garda Community Crime Prevention Programmes booklet has 
been published to support the establishment and operation of Community Alert, Neighbour-
hood Watch and similar local crime prevention initiatives. 

Another area of concern has been the incidence of metal theft and, building on their exist-
ing crime prevention operations and advice, An Garda Síochána published a new Metal Theft 
Crime Prevention and Reduction Plan, on 6 February 2013. The Garda Plan was developed in 
close cooperation with stakeholders who participated in a metal theft forum and it is designed to 
provide for an effective and multi-agency response to the problem. The publication of the Garda 
Plan is an important first step in providing a strategic framework to tackle the rise of metal theft.

More generally, local Garda Management closely monitors patrols, and other operational 
strategies in place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities in 
areas to ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources, and the best possible Garda service is 
provided to the public. The situation is kept under review and paramount consideration is given 
to the needs of residents in our communities. Garda Management is satisfied that a full and 
comprehensive policing service is being delivered to communities and that current structures in 
place meet the requirements of the delivery of an effective and efficient policing service.

06/03/2013WRU01600Organised Crime

06/03/2013WRU01700181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
known criminal gangs currently operating throughout the country; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11899/13]

06/03/2013WRU01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will appreciate 
that organised crime is constantly evolving and adapting to take advantage of the prevailing 
social and economic climate.  With regard to organised crime structures in this jurisdiction, I 
am informed by the Garda authorities that there are currently two categories of organised crime 
groups operating in the jurisdiction. The first category consists of groups that are well estab-
lished and tightly structured and who are involved in offences such as drug trafficking, armed 
robbery and firearms offences. The second category involves groups who are characterised by 
less cohesive group structures and whose criminal activities are mainly confined to Ireland. 

In the circumstances, and taking into account the disparate and constantly evolving nature of 
the groups involved, it is not possible to give a reliable figure for the number of gangs operating 
at a specific time.  The operation of these groups is monitored on an ongoing basis by An Garda 
Síochána and, where relevant, information is disseminated at a European level to Europol.  I 
can assure the Deputy that addressing organised crime remains a key ongoing priority for both 
the Government and An Garda Síochána. This priority is clearly reflected in the Garda Policing 
Plan for 2013 which sets out the continued commitment of An Garda Síochána to pro-actively 
target groups and individuals engaged in organised criminal activities.

06/03/2013WRU01900Departmental Expenditure

06/03/2013WRU02000182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the full extent 
of cost-cutting measures undertaken by his Department which arise directly from the commit-
ment entered into by his predecessors in the context of the memorandum of understanding; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11900/13]

06/03/2013WRU02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Vote for my Department is 
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one of 5 Votes in the Justice and Equality Sector Group for estimates and expenditure purposes.  
As the Deputy will be aware, the Justice and Equality Sector has had to sustain reductions in 
budgets and resources in order to contribute to the rectification of our national finances.  The 
details of the expenditure reductions for the entire sector are contained in the estimates material 
published for Budget 2012 and Budget 2013 and in broad monetary terms, the current expendi-
ture reductions come to €100 million in 2012 and a further €62.3 million in 2013.  All areas of 
the Department and the entire sector are engaged in a comprehensive reform programme and a 
range of cost reduction measures have been put in place. The overriding principle is to seek to 
ensure that essential public services are delivered in as efficient and cost effective a manner as 
possible notwithstanding the reductions in resources.

06/03/2013WRU02200Garda Strength

06/03/2013WRU02300183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
whether Garda strength can be retained in line with requirements, notwithstanding having to 
live within the curtailment of the memorandum of understanding entered into by his predeces-
sors; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11901/13]

06/03/2013WRU02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda numbers have been 
reducing due to the moratorium on recruitment. My objective, despite the enormous financial 
pressures facing the Government is to ensure that Garda numbers will not fall below 13,000.  I 
have informed my Cabinet colleagues that I am reviewing the position regarding Garda strength 
in light of an estimated reduction to just over 13,000 by the end of 2013, and, in this context, I 
will be bringing all relevant proposals to Cabinet in the coming weeks.

06/03/2013WRV00200Garda Stations Closures

06/03/2013WRV00300184. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the reduction in the resources available to his Department arising from the memorandum of 
understanding entered into by his predecessors; whether he will be in a position to retain the 
highest possible number of Garda stations in all areas throughout the country in keeping with 
best policing practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11902/13]

06/03/2013WRV00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It goes without saying that no 
Minister would choose to inherit the appalling financial position in which I have had to operate.  
In that context, the legacy the last Fianna Fáil-led government bequeathed to me was a series of 
expenditure ceilings for the Justice Sector which, if  applied, would have resulted in devastating 
cuts in Garda services which I, as Minister, would not and could not stand over.  The Fianna 
Fáil National Recovery Plan was unacceptable and would certainly have put the Garda Com-
missioner in an impossible position. Fortunately, I was able to secure additional funding over 
the three year period, 2012-2014, to ensure that the Garda Commissioner, and indeed An Garda 
Síochána, could continue to deliver an effective policing service.

Ireland’s agreements with the Troika do not include the closure of Garda stations. Over the 
last two years the Commissioner has carried out a complete review of the District and Station 
network and in his professional opinion, with which I fully agree, has set out details for the clo-
sure of 139 Garda stations throughout the country.  39 of these stations were closed in 2012.  8 
of these had not been opened for a number of years.  Their closure was a paper exercise which 
simply recognised reality.  95 were closed on the 31st January 2013 and the remaining 5 will be 
closed in the coming months.
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While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been prepared, I understand, from 
discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the current consolidation process will be largely 
completed by the end of this year and it seems unlikely at this point in time that there will be 
any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.

06/03/2013WRV00500Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

06/03/2013WRV00600185. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality out of the 
total number of prisoners serving sentences over the past three years in respect of first-time but 
serious criminal offences, who have been offered rehabilitative training and or education, if all 
prisoners in this category have had access to such facilities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [11903/13]

06/03/2013WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
from my replies to previous Parliamentary Questions that the statistics requested are not cen-
trally recorded by the Irish Prison Service and to provide such information would require the 
allocation of a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time and resources.

The Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes that include 
education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, welfare and 
spiritual services.  These programmes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to 
use the services.  On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed 
of the services available in the prison.  At this point prisoners may be referred to services or 
they can self refer at a later date.  Where Governors consider, on the information available, that 
a prisoner needs a particular intervention they will initiate a referral.

The development of prisoner programmes forms a central part of the new Irish Prison Ser-
vice Three Year Strategic Plan 2012 - 2015.  There is a clear commitment in the Strategy 
to enhance sentence planning including Integrated Sentence Management and the delivery of 
prison based rehabilitative programmes such as education, work training and resettlement pro-
grammes.

06/03/2013WRV00800Court Sittings

06/03/2013WRV00900186. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent, if 
any, to which backlogs exists throughout the court system at all levels; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11904/13]

06/03/2013WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
under the Courts Service Act 1998, the management and administration of the courts is a matter 
for the Courts Service while the allocation of the business of the courts, scheduling of cases and 
management of lists are matters for the judiciary and in particular the Presidents of the courts.  
The Deputy will also be aware that judges are, subject to the Constitution and the law, indepen-
dent in the exercise of their judicial functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the primary objective for the Service is to maintain the 
delivery of front line court sittings and services.  The Service continuously works to support 
the judiciary and assist in ensuring that cases are dealt with as effectively and as speedily as 
possible.  Available resources and operational and organisational structures are under ongoing 
review to ensure that resources are targeted and focussed on keeping waiting times in the provi-
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sion of services to a minimum.

Waiting times in the Circuit and District Courts vary from venue to venue based on the num-
ber and complexity of cases.  The Presidents of the various courts are determined to achieve 
improvements in waiting times and they are working with the Courts Service to target judicial 
resources at the areas with longest waiting times. It should be noted, for example, that in 2011 
there were 674 weeks of Circuit Court sittings in venues outside Dublin. This increased to 767 
weeks in 2012 and the President of the Circuit Court plans to increase capacity to 888 weeks 
during 2013, a 30% increase over 2011. The additional weeks will be provided across crime, 
family law and civil matters.  Arrangements are underway to appoint a small new cadre of spe-
cialist judges of the Circuit Court to deal with the new work arising as a result of the Personal 
Insolvency Act 2012. The President of the District Court is also concentrating judicial resources 
in the areas of greatest need and is currently considering the allocation of additional judicial 
resources to the hearing of Family Law cases to address delays in this area.

The President of the High Court keeps waiting times under continuous review and has in-
troduced a number of initiatives such as reorganising sittings of the High Court outside Dublin 
and arranging for additional court sittings during court recesses to reduce waiting times. In 
addition, the delegation to court officials of administrative functions previously dealt with by 
High Court judges has increased judicial availability for trial work. These initiatives continue 
to be reviewed and expanded. While the waiting time for asylum pre-leave applications is high, 
the allocation of more judges and, particularly, more research support for judges has helped to 
reduce the waiting time for post-leave applications to its lowest level in over two years. The 
Courts Service has also advised that, despite significant pressure, the waiting times in the High 
Court lists have generally reduced considerably.

The Supreme Court, however, continues to experience lengthy waiting times which are 
now in excess of four years.  Waiting times for priority cases are 9-12 months at present and 
the Chief Justice has directed that no new cases be admitted to the priority list unless it can be 
clearly demonstrated that it is an exceptional case where there are urgent grounds necessitating 
a priority hearing.  Such urgent grounds would include appeals directly affecting the custody of 
an individual, child abduction, urgent family law matters, and appeals with urgent and systemic 
constitutional implications. Although considerable efforts are being made to manage the wait-
ing times, the issue of capacity in the Supreme Court can only be fully resolved through the 
establishment of a Court of Appeal. I recently announced my intention to establish a Court of 
Appeal with both criminal and civil jurisdiction.  The Government is committed to the holding 
of a Constitutional referendum on Article 34 which is necessary to achieve this and work has 
commenced in my Department in this regard.  It is intended that the referendum will take place, 
together with at least one other referendum, in the autumn.

06/03/2013WRV01100Proposed Legislation

06/03/2013WRV01200187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his proposals 
to amend the bail laws; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11906/13]

06/03/2013WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A decision to grant bail in a 
particular case is a matter for the court, which is, subject only to the Constitution and the law, 
independent in the exercise of its judicial functions. There is a constitutional presumption in 
favour of bail, since, in the eyes of the law, a person is innocent until proven guilty.  The provi-
sions of the European Convention on Human Rights also restrict the extent to which the right 
to bail can be limited.
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Prior to the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, bail could be refused essentially 
only on the grounds that a person would be likely to abscond or interfere with witnesses. The 
Bail Act 1997, which gave effect to the terms of the Sixteenth Amendment of the Constitution, 
provides for the refusal of bail to a person charged with a serious offence where it is reasonably 
considered necessary to prevent the commission of a serious offence by that person.  In addi-
tion, section 6 of that Act, as amended by section 9 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007, provides 
that every bail recognisance is subject to the condition that the accused person shall not commit 
an offence while on bail.

I am conscious of public concern about the extent to which offences continue to be com-
mitted by persons on bail. I share that concern and believe that bail law must be continually 
reviewed to ensure that all possible avenues are taken to protect the public against the com-
mission of crime, particularly serious crime, by persons on bail.  Accordingly, my Department 
has been engaged in work to consolidate and update bail law with a view to presenting a clear, 
accessible and modern statement of the law.  In the context of that modernisation of the law, I 
will be seeking to restructure the law so that it has a focus on the protection of the individual and 
of the public.  The intention is that the new proposals will provide better guidance to the courts 
on how such protection might be provided.  I intend to bring proposals to Government on the 
matter as soon as possible, having regard to other legislative priorities.

06/03/2013WRV01400Charities Regulation

06/03/2013WRV01500188. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when it is 
expected to compile a list of validly registered charities in accordance with the 2009 Act, with 
particular reference to the need to preserve the integrity of the sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [11907/13]

06/03/2013WRV01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Charities Act 2009 pro-
vides for an integrated system of mandatory registration and proportionate regulation and su-
pervision of the charities sector in Ireland.  The various sections of the Charities Act are subject 
to implementation through commencement orders.  Sections that it was possible to commence 
in advance of the establishment of the Charities Regulatory Authority, as provided for under the 
Act, have been commenced. The remainder will be commenced following the establishment of 
the Authority.

The Deputy will appreciate that the full implementation of the Charities Act, including the 
establishment of the Authority and Register of Charities, had to be examined in the context of 
the comprehensive review of expenditure, which took place in 2011.  Arising from this review, 
I delayed bringing this legislation into force as we considered how best to achieve the objec-
tives of the Act in a context of Government spending reductions.  It remains an objective of 
the Government to strengthen the regulation of the sector in effective and proportionate ways.  
To advance this, a public and stakeholder consultation is being conducted by my Department 
on the implementation of the Charities Act and the establishment of a register of charities.  
Issues covered in the consultation paper include the establishment of a Charities Regulatory 
Authority; the statutory registration of charities and granting of charitable status; and reporting 
requirements for registered charities.  Submissions can be made at www.justice.ie/en/JELR/
CharitiesConsult?OpenForm.  The consultation period will run until 20th March 2013.

06/03/2013WRV01700Garda Strength
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06/03/2013WRV01800189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent 
to which he hopes to be in a position to retain Garda strength and accommodation throughout 
County Kildare in the current and future years having particular regard to crime levels; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [11908/13]

06/03/2013WRV01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the detailed allocation of resources, including 
personnel, throughout the organisation and I have no direct function in the matter. This alloca-
tion of resources is constantly monitored in the context of demographics, crime trends, policing 
needs and other operational strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided 
to the public.  While the Policing plans for 2014 and 2015 have not yet been prepared, I under-
stand, from discussions with the Garda Commissioner, that the current consolidation process 
will be largely completed by the end of this year and it seems unlikely at this point in time that 
there will be any further station closures in 2014 and 2015.

Garda numbers have been reducing due to the moratorium on recruitment. My objective, 
despite the enormous financial pressures facing the Government is to ensure that Garda num-
bers will not fall below 13,000.  I have informed my Cabinet colleagues that I am reviewing the 
position regarding Garda strength in light of an estimated reduction to just over 13,000 by the 
end of 2013, and, in this context, I will be bringing all relevant proposals to Cabinet in the com-
ing weeks.  Specifically in relation to the strength of the Kildare Division, as of the 31 January 
2013, the latest date for which figures are readily available, there were 318 Gardaí, 24 Garda 
Reserves and 29 civilians.

06/03/2013WRV02000Court Accommodation Provision

06/03/2013WRV02100190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the need to retain the court house and court facilities at Kilcock, County 
Kildare, thereby continuing to provide for current and future needs and based on the experience 
of the past wherein the existence of the facilities at this location proved to be a vital and neces-
sary link in the eastern circuit; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11909/13]

06/03/2013WRV02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the re-
sponsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions, which in-
cludes the provision of accommodation for court sittings.  However, in order to be of assistance 
to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have been informed that the Courts Service has 
been reviewing all aspects of its organisational and operational structures throughout the coun-
try with the specific objective of ensuring that the Service can continue to maintain the delivery 
of front line court services and an appropriate level of service to court users.  I understand that 
no court venue has been singled out for or indeed exempted from the review and that Kilcock 
Courthouse is included in this process.

In this context the Courts Service has established a general framework within which venues 
are being considered for closure taking into account a range of criteria such as caseload, prox-
imity to an alternative venue, physical condition of the building, availability of cells etc.  The 
likely impact on other Justice agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service, 
is also taken into account.  The review identified a range of venues nationwide which, based 
on the criteria applied, could be considered for closure subject to a detailed assessment and the 
preparation of a business case in respect of each identified venue which has now commenced.
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However, the Courts Service has assured me that no decision in relation to the future of 
Kilcock courthouse will be taken without prior consultation with local interested parties and 
court users.  Such consultation has already begun and the views received will be taken into ac-
count in the decision making process which will be a matter for the Courts Service Board.

06/03/2013WRV02300Court Accommodation Provision

06/03/2013WRV02400191. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is standard 
practice to inform the victims of a crime attending a criminal trial in the new Criminal Courts 
of Justice about the facilities that allow the victim in a criminal case to have separate entrances 
and or waiting rooms for the accused in a criminal trial; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11913/13]

06/03/2013WRV02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service.  The Act provides that the Service is independent in the perfor-
mance of its functions, including the provision of courthouse facilities.

As I indicated to the Deputy in my reply of 5 February 2013, the Criminal Courts of Justice 
(CCJ) has separate waiting rooms for victims and their families in cases before the courts.  Vic-
tims can wait in these dedicated areas away from other parties to cases including the accused 
or members of the public until their case is called. Where an accused person is in custody then 
they are brought to the court through a separate custody area under escort by the Irish Prison 
Service.  Victims enter the CCJ through the main public entrance of the building along with all 
others attending the courts for criminal trials including accused persons on bail.  I should add 
that where a child witness is providing evidence to the court via video link, these witnesses are 
brought to the dedicated suite through a separate, non public, entrance to the CCJ.

The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime is an independent body which oper-
ates under the aegis of my Department providing funding for services and supports to victims of 
crime, including court accompaniment and other supports at court.  €1.162m has been provided 
for the Commission in 2013, the same level as 2012.

The Courts Service works with the Commission and Victim Support to facilitate victims 
attending criminal trials.  Victim Support Services are aware of the facilities available in the 
CCJ and are in contact, via the Garda Liaison Officer, with victims and families of victims prior 
to and during the trials.  They can accompany victims to the CCJ and in many cases will bring 
the victim to the CCJ prior to the trial to allow him or her familiarise themselves with the court 
layout and facilities available.

06/03/2013WRV02600Victim Support Services

06/03/2013WRV02700192. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is standard 
practice to inform victims of sexual offences of the various counselling services that are avail-
able to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11914/13]

06/03/2013WRV02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that it is the policy of An Garda Síochána to make victims of sexual crime 
aware of all relevant crime victims’ services both statutory and voluntary in their local area, 
which may be of assistance to them and to provide victims with literature relating to those agen-
cies. It is also the policy of An Garda Síochána that investigating Gardaí will refer all victims 
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of crime, with their consent, to a crime victims’ agency.

The Garda Síochána Victims Charter contains the following commitment to victims of sex-
ual violence:

-  “We will show special sensitivity in relation to sexual offences,

-  We will provide a Garda of the same gender;

-  We will provide a doctor of the same gender as far as possible when asked;

and

-  We will give details about any local support organisations for victims of sexual offences.”

06/03/2013WRW00150Private Security Authority Licence Applications

06/03/2013WRW00200193. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will examine 
an application for employee security licence to the Private Security Authority in October 2012 
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11925/13]

06/03/2013WRW00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Private Security Author-
ity (PSA) is the regulatory body with responsibility for the regulation of the security industry 
in Ireland.  The Authority is an independent body under the aegis of my Department and so the 
processing of licence applications is a matter solely for the Authority.  I am however informed 
by the Authority that a licence will issue in the coming days for the individual concerned.

  Question No. 194 answered with Question No. 22.

06/03/2013WRW00450Garda Policing Plans

06/03/2013WRW00500195. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any 
consultation took place with the Garda Representative Association in the drafting of the po-
licing plan for 2013 which recommended the closure of 100 Garda stations across the State.  
[11949/13]

06/03/2013WRW00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that An Garda Síochána articulates its strategic plans by way of a Strategy 
Statement and an Annual Policing Plan.  The Strategy Statement 2013-2015 which was pub-
lished on 25 January 2013 will be actioned through a series of three annual Policing Plans, the 
first of which is the Policing Plan for 2013.  A significant consultation process was undertaken 
in the preparation of the Strategy Statement 2013-2015 and this process included consulta-
tions with all the representative associations.  I am also informed by the Garda authorities that 
all Garda staff associations were briefed on the Organisation Change and Development pro-
gramme which included station closures and district amalgamations.

06/03/2013WRW00650Garda Policing Plans

06/03/2013WRW00700196. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any 
consultation took place with local communities in the drafting of the policing plan for 2013.  
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[11950/13]

06/03/2013WRW00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the 
Garda Commissioner that An Garda Síochána articulates its strategic plans by way of a Strategy 
Statement and an Annual Policing Plan.  The Strategy Statement 2013-2015 which was pub-
lished on 25 January 2013 will be actioned through a series of three annual Policing Plans, the 
first of which is the Policing Plan 2013.

A significant consultation process was undertaken in the preparation of the Strategy State-
ment 2013-2015 and this included the following activities: A questionnaire was placed on the 
Garda website which was completed by 1,544 respondents; A questionnaire was placed on the 
Garda portal which was completed by 444 members of the Garda organisation; Letters request-
ing submissions were sent to 159 organisations with whom An Garda Síochána interacts; Face 
to face interviews were held with in excess of 30 of the organisation’s key partners and stake-
holders including selected community groups; The views/proposals of all Assistant Commis-
sioners and Executive Directors in relation to the policing of the State for the next three years 
were requested and submitted; The results of this extensive consultation were used to inform 
and develop the Strategy Statement 2013-2015 and the Policing Plan 2013.

06/03/2013WRW00850Garda Stations Closures

06/03/2013WRW00900197. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
instruct the Garda Commissioner, Martin Callinan, to meet with the local community in Stepa-
side, County Dublin, prior to the scheduled closure of the local Garda station.  [11951/13]

06/03/2013WRW01000198. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
suspend the closure of Stepaside Garda station, County Dublin, until the Garda Commission-
er, Martin Callinan, has met with local residents and taken consideration of their concerns.  
[11952/13]

06/03/2013WRW01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 197 and 198 together.

The decision to close 100 Garda stations in 2013, including Stepaside Garda Station, was 
the result of a comprehensive operational assessment carried out by the Garda Commissioner 
over a 12 month period and contained in his Policing Plan 2013, which I laid before the House 
in December last.  It is a matter for the Garda Commissioner to make a final decision on the 
date of closure of Stepaside Garda Station and I have no function in that regard.  The objective 
of modernising and re-calibrating the Garda station network is to ensure that Garda resources 
are used in the best and most efficient way possible, in both rural and urban areas, to the benefit 
of all law-abiding people who reside in this State.  The freeing up of Gardaí from desk duties 
in Stepaside and other Garda Stations will increase the number of Gardaí available for frontline 
policing to the benefit of all communities.  Nationally, revised policing arrangements will result 
in an additional 61,000 operational policing hours in 2013.

The implementation of the reduction in the number of Garda stations and Districts will take 
place in full consultation with the local communities and staffing interests.  Local Garda man-
agement have engaged and will continue to engage with communities through the Joint Polic-
ing Committees and other fora to advise them of the revised policing arrangements following 
the closure of any particular Garda station.  The objective is to ensure that the best possible 
policing service is provided to the public at all times.

The Deputy will be aware that Stepaside is in the Blackrock District in the Dublin Metropol-
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itan Eastern Division.  Stepaside Garda Station is approximately 3 miles from Dundrum Garda 
Station.  As of 31 January 2013, there are 35 members of An Garda Síochána assigned to the 
Stepaside Garda Station.  The majority will be allocated to Dundrum Garda Station and some 
will be allocated to Blackrock Garda Station.  The objective of modernising and re-calibrating 
the Garda station network is to ensure that Garda resources are used in the best and most ef-
ficient way possible, in both rural and urban areas, to the benefit of all law-abiding people who 
reside in this State.  The freeing up of Gardaí from desk duties in Stepaside Garda Station will 
increase the number of Gardaí available for frontline policing to the benefit of the community 
there.

06/03/2013WRW01150Garda Stations Closures

06/03/2013WRW01200199. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
for the 100 buildings currently used as Garda stations which are due to be closed as a result of 
the policing plan for 2013.  [11953/13]

06/03/2013WRW01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda stations closed under 
the 2013 Garda Síochána Annual Policing Plan form part of the portfolio of State properties 
owned and maintained by the Office of Public Works.  Minister Hayes, who has responsibility 
for the Office of Public Works, has indicated that, if an appropriate community management 
structure is put in place, closed stations could be used for local community purposes.

06/03/2013WRW01350Garda Vetting Applications

06/03/2013WRW01400200. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the delays in processing Garda vetting applications, notwithstanding the efforts 
of the bureau to deal as quickly as possible with the significant volume it receives, in view of 
the fact that the delays being experienced are having serious implications both for prospective 
employees and employers as these persons cannot commence their employment until Garda 
vetting has been completed; the steps he will take to allocate additional staff to deal with the 
backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [12021/13]

06/03/2013WRW01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Garda Central Vetting 
Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for approximately 20,000 organisations in Ireland 
which employ personnel to work in a full time part time, voluntary or student capacity with 
children and or vulnerable adults and who are registered with the Unit for this purpose.  The 
Unit processed approximately 328,000 vetting applications on behalf of these organisations in 
2012.  The current average processing time is approximately 8 to 10 weeks.  However, seasonal 
fluctuations and the necessity to seek additional information on particular applications can re-
sult in this processing time being exceeded on occasion.  All organisations are aware of the 
processing time frames for the receipt of Garda vetting and have been advised to factor this into 
their recruitment and selection processes.

The Deputy may wish to note that in order to observe equity and fairness in respect of all 
applicants for Garda vetting, the standard procedure is that all applications from no matter what 
organisation are processed in chronological order from their date of receipt.  It is my objective 
that processing times should be kept to a minimum, while maintaining the overall integrity of 
the vetting system.  In that regard, following recent discussions with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, sanction was recently granted for an additional 25 staff to be re-de-
ployed from the Department of Agriculture to the Garda Central Vetting Unit in the near future.
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The Deputy may wish to note that Garda Central Vetting Unit will become the National 
Vetting Bureau under the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable 
Persons) Act 2012 and will have a substantially expanded role under that legislation.  I am cur-
rently engaged with An Garda Síochána and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
in addressing the staffing issues relevant to the coming into force of the 2012 Act.

06/03/2013WRW01550Foreign Military Personnel

06/03/2013WRW01600201. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Defence the arrangements, if any, in addi-
tion to the Defence Act, that apply to the wearing of uniforms by foreign military personnel, and 
in particular US military personnel, inside and outside Shannon Airport. [11919/13]

06/03/2013WRW01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Where requests are received by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade for permission for persons to enter the State wearing any for-
eign uniform in accordance with Section 317 of the Defence Act, 1954, they may be forwarded 
to my Department for observations and information purposes.  Foreign military personnel enter 
the State from time to time in order to attend official meetings, seminars, courses and various 
diplomatic and other social functions.  In many cases, these personnel arrive in the State in 
civilian attire and only wear uniform at the particular function or meeting in question.  This is, 
in general, standard international military custom and practice.  Visits of foreign Naval vessels 
are also arranged through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  Such arrangements 
generally include the wearing of uniforms ashore as part of the routine protocol arrangements.

In the context of the requirements of Section 317 of the Defence Act, 1954, the US authori-
ties have been given express permission for their military personnel to wear uniforms in the 
transit areas of Irish airports, including Shannon Airport.  When their onward flight is delayed 
for operational reasons, it may be necessary to accommodate transiting military personnel in 
nearby hotels.  In such cases, permission may also be sought from the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade for them to wear uniform in the hotel and on their way to and from it.

06/03/2013WRX00150Environmental Regulations

06/03/2013WRX00200202. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will extend the burning of the land until 31 March in view of the fact that this year was 
extremely wet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11788/13]

06/03/2013WRX00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The deadline 
for burning vegetation is set in the Wildlife Act 1976 as amended by the Wildlife (Amendment) 
Act, 2000 and any extension thereto is the responsibility of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht.

06/03/2013WRX00350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

06/03/2013WRX00400203. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received to join the new agri-environment options scheme; the funding 
available for this scheme; the number of applications which meet each of the seven priority 
categories established under the application process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11869/13]

06/03/2013WRX00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Despite the 
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challenging budgetary constraints facing my Department, last year I secured an additional €20 
million annually to fund the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and on foot of this I 
announced the re-opening of the scheme.  I decided on a maximum payment of €4,000 per an-
num for individual applicants which, on the basis of previous experience in implementing the 
scheme, indicated that up to 6,000 new participants could be accepted into the scheme.  Ap-
proximately 9,500 applications were received in my Department’s offices at Johnstown Castle 
by close of business on Friday December 7, the closing date for submission of applications. 

The initial processing of the applications has been completed and acknowledgement letters 
have issued to all applicants.  The detailed actions listed in each application are currently being 
recorded and the admission of applicants will be determined by the following priority selection 
criteria: 

 - applicants within a targeted area of the Boora region of Co. Offaly who select Wild Bird 
Cover Option B (Grey Partridge) will get first access;

 - applicants with eligible Natura land will get access next;

 - applicants with at least 0.5 hectares of Utilisable Agricultural Non-Natura Commonage 
land rank next;

 - farm partnerships;

 - previous participation in REPS;

 - farm size (gavouring smaller holding) based on the utilisable agricultural area;

 - and location of farms in less favoured areas.

This process is expected to take a number of weeks yet.  It is not possible at this stage to 
indicate the numbers of applicants that will qualify under the different priority categories.  My 
priority is to complete the selection process as quickly as possible and to notify all applicants 
of the outcome and of the commencement dates under the scheme in the case of successful ap-
plicants.  Applicants should note that they should not undertake any actions listed in their appli-
cation until approved for participation in the scheme as actions undertaken or expense incurred 
prior to formal approval will not be eligible for reimbursement.

06/03/2013WRX00550Harbour Authority Properties

06/03/2013WRX00600204. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the specific health and safety concerns attached to the current parking scheme in Howth 
Harbour, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11870/13]

06/03/2013WRX00700205. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the agencies or stakeholders who have raised health and safety concerns with his Depart-
ment regarding parking at Howth Harbour, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11871/13]

06/03/2013WRX00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 204 and 205 together. 

As I have said on a number of occasions, Howth Fishery Harbour Centre is first and fore-
most a working fishery harbour.  Its business customers include business tenants, fishing vessel 
owners and crew, and full access is required for commercial traffic servicing the fishing side and 
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its various ancillary enterprises.  A wide range of other users use the harbour, including com-
muters using the DART service, yacht club members, walkers, tourists and other social users.  
This combination of uses of the Harbour brings its own inherent dangers and it is essential that 
the needs of all users are accommodated as far as possible in a safe and secure facility.  Health 
and Safety concerns must be paramount in the management of the Harbour. 

Traffic and parking management within the Harbour itself has been an issue for some time, 
particularly in the light of concerns raised about safety and emergency access for the Coast-
guard, the Lifeboat service, and an Gárda Síochána.  There have been a number of occasions 
where the volume of cars in the Harbour and the resultant pressure on parking has led to a situ-
ation where emergency access has been seriously compromised.  The Harbour authorities have 
received specific complaints from elements of the emergency services in that regard.  Fortu-
nately no serious incident has arisen yet.  Enabling works and upgrading works have been tak-
ing place over a number of months in order to improve traffic management within the Harbour 
and a number of additional measures are being considered.  All aspects of health and safety 
within the Harbour are of course kept under constant review

06/03/2013WRX00850Renewable Energy Feed in Tariff Scheme Implementation

06/03/2013WRX00900206. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
negotiations which he has had with the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources in respect of the REFIT for energy crops; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [11878/13]

06/03/2013WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The Deputy 
may be aware that the then Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources an-
nounced the proposed REFIT for Biomass Technologies (REFIT III) on 24 May 2010.  State 
Aid approval was received from DG Comp in respect of the proposed tariffs on 18 October 
2011.

My Department was consistently supportive of the efforts to introduce these REFIT tariffs.  
The tariffs apply to a broad range of Biomass Technologies, including Anaerobic Digestion 
Combined Heat and Power (CHP) and non-CHP, Biomass CHP and also Biomass Combustion.  
The tariffs will be adjusted by way of indexation annually by the annual increase, if any, in the 
consumer price index in Ireland commencing 1 January 2010.  REFIT III has the potential to 
contribute to Ireland’s 2020 targets under the Renewable Energy Directive, particularly through 
the more highly efficient energy production process of CHP which makes use of the heat pro-
duced in energy generation instead of releasing it into the atmosphere.

The Deputy may also be aware that funding these REFIT tariffs results in an additional 
charge to electricity consumers through the Public Service Obligation as provided for under the 
Electricity Regulation Act.  The REFIT for Biomass Technologies was subject to the normal 
Government approval process and was approved by Government in December 2011.  It subse-
quently came into effect in February 2012.

06/03/2013WRX01050Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRX01100207. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2012 REP scheme 4 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11892/13]
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06/03/2013WRX01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in June 2008 and received payments for the first four years of their 
contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme and 
is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applications 
to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have now been completed for 
2012 in this case and the 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €6009.18 was issued for payment 
on 4 March 2013.  The remaining 25% Year 5 balancing payment amounting to €2003.06 will 
issue shortly.

06/03/2013WRX01250Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRX01300208. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an agri-environment options scheme payment for 2012 will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11893/13]

06/03/2013WRX01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1 November 2010 and full payments totalling €476.63 and €2,844.00 issued in respect 
of 2010 and 2011 respectively.  Under the EU regulations governing the Scheme and other area-
based payment schemes, a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with 
the Land Parcel Identification System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Dur-
ing these checks for 2012 issues were identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Natura 
Commonage action. These issues have now been resolved and full payment totalling €2,844.00 
issued in respect of the 2012 scheme year – 75% payment issued on 25 February 2013 and the 
balancing 25% payment issued on 26 February 2013.

06/03/2013WRX01450Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRX01500209. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11894/13]

06/03/2013WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with 
effect from 1 September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,333.31 issued in respect of 2011.  
Under the EU regulations governing the scheme and other area-based payment schemes, a 
comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process.  These checks have been 
successfully completed and I expect that 75% payment in respect of 2012 will issue shortly to 
the person named.  The balancing 25% payment will issue shortly thereafter.

06/03/2013WRX01650Natural Heritage Areas Designation

06/03/2013WRX01700210. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 579 of 26 February 2013, if he is satisfied that his Depart-
ment has the necessary legal basis to restrict activities in proposed natural heritage areas when 
these areas have not been statutorily designated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11926/13]
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06/03/2013WRX01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Designation 
of Natural Heritage Areas, NHA, is primarily within the remit of the Minister for Arts, Heritage, 
Gaeltacht and the Islands.  Proposed NHAs were published on a non-statutory basis in 1995 and 
there are no mandatory farming conditions imposed on pNHAs.

06/03/2013WRY00150Alternative Farm Enterprises

06/03/2013WRY00200211. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of public funds approved by his Department under the various schemes to grant aid the 
cultivation of energy crops including miscanthus; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
many of the beneficiaries of these funds now find that because of the failure to adjust the REFIT 
that there is no return for this investment; if he will conduct an immediate review of this area of 
expenditure in his Department with a view to securing the viability of this initiative; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11937/13]

06/03/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Bioen-
ergy Scheme was introduced as an Exchequer funded pilot scheme in 2007 to support the estab-
lishment of the energy crops miscanthus and willow.  The pilot scheme ran until 2009 and was 
replaced from 2010 with a 50% EU co-funded Scheme which was subsequently increased to an 
85% EU co-funding rate from 1 January 2012.  Up to the end of 2012 some 3,250 hectares of 
energy crops have been established under the Bioenergy Scheme.  A breakdown of the amounts 
paid in grant-aid to successful applicants under the Bioenergy Scheme from 2007 to 2012 is as 
follows:

Year Grant-Aid issued (€)
2007 654,182.90
2008 1,076,960.51
2009 1,084,545.67
2010 592,414.52
2011 357,989.94
2012 258,998.17
I am aware from representations made to my Department recently that some farmers have 

been advised of difficulties being experienced by the company with whom they have an end-use 
contract for their harvested miscanthus crop.   The Deputy will be aware that issues regarding 
the operation of REFIT are a matter in the first instance for my colleague, the Minister for Com-
munications, Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Rabbitte T.D.

The Deputy may also be aware that the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources has announced his intention to publish a National Bioenergy Strategy in the near 
future.  This strategy will examine all aspects of the bioenergy sector so as to inform the actions 
required to maximise its contribution to achieving the 2020 targets under the Renewable Energy 
Directive.  My Department is working closely with Minister Rabbitte’s Department in assessing 
the potential of bioenergy from the agriculture and forestry sectors to contribute to the 2020 
targets.  Any decisions in relation to future developments in the bioenergy sector will be taken 
in the context of this exercise.

06/03/2013WRY00350Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Appeals

06/03/2013WRY00400212. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 244 of 27 February 2013, the position regarding an application for 
disadvantaged area scheme payment appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11941/13]

06/03/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the inter-
vening period since my reply to the previous Question on this case, the matter has been resolved 
and processing of the 2012 DAS application was recently finalised and payment issued directly 
to the nominated bank account.

06/03/2013WRY00550Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRY00600213. Deputy Áine Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment of the rural evironment protection scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork. [11954/13]

06/03/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in April 2009 and received payments for the first three years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  Following the administrative check an 
area discrepancy was discovered between the Single Farm Payment Scheme application for 
2012 and the REPS Agri-Environmental Plan which has resulted in the need for further clarifi-
cation.  This issue is currently being investigated with the intention of an early resolution and 
payment in respect of 2012.

06/03/2013WRY00750Rural Environment Protection Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRY00800214. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a REP scheme 4 payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11956/13]

06/03/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named commenced REPS 4 in December 2007 and received payments for the first four years of 
their contract.  REPS 4 is a measure under the current 2007-13 Rural Development Programme 
and is subject to EU Regulations which require detailed administrative checks on all applica-
tions to be completed before any payments can issue.  These checks have been completed in 
this case and the 75% Year 5 payment amounting to €6202.13 issued for payment on the 18 
February 2013.  The remaining 25% Year 5 balancing payment amounting to €2067.36 issued 
for payment on 21 February 2013.

06/03/2013WRY00950Suckler Welfare Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRY01000215. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment for a suckler welfare scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11957/13]

06/03/2013WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named registered 5 animals for the 2011 Suckler Welfare Scheme and 18 animals for the 2012 
Scheme. The Terms and Conditions of the Scheme require that applicants undertake to carry out 
and notify to my Department, the requisite measures for the full 5 year duration of the Scheme.  
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While data were received in respect of most of the animals born during 2012, the required 
weaning information was not received for animals born during 2011. Therefore, none of the 
2011 or 2012 born animals can be considered for payment until the weaning information is re-
ceived for animals born in 2011. The relevant forms have been sent to the applicant on 4 March 
2013 and when these forms have been returned, the matter can be progressed.

06/03/2013WRY01150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

06/03/2013WRY01200216. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2012 disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12026/13]

06/03/2013WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The holding 
of the person named has recently been confirmed as having met the minimum stocking density 
requirements of the Scheme, following receipt of outstanding evidence relating to sheep on the 
holding. This enabled processing of the application to be finalised, with payment issuing on the 
14 February 2013, directly to the nominated bank account.

06/03/2013WRY01350Youth Services Provision

06/03/2013WRY01400217. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will outline the funding paid to various children projects in the constituencies of Dublin North-
Central and Dublin North-East for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  [11719/13]

06/03/2013WRY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I understand 
that the Deputy is specifically referring to Sphere 17 and in this regard my Department pro-
vides funding to this organisation under a number of funding schemes. These are the Special 
Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY), Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 
2 (YPFSF) and the Local Drug Task Force (LDTF).  Funding allocated to Sphere 17 is outlined 
in tabular form.

Funding 2011 

Project SPY YPFSF (1) YPFSF (2) LDTF Total
Sphere 17 €298,080 €71,980 €409,860 €138,400 €918,320
Funding 2012 

Project SPY YPFSF (1) YPFSF (2) LDTF Total
Sphere 17 €278,404 €38,902 €429,541 €129,640 €876,487
The funding for Sphere 17 is administered on behalf of my Department by the City of 

Dublin Youth Service Board. The funding allocations for 2013 have been notified to funding 
administering agencies in recent weeks and it is expected that Sphere 17 will be notified of their 
2013 allocation shortly.

06/03/2013WRY01550Child Care Services Provision

06/03/2013WRY01600218. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will de-
tail in tabular form the funding allocated to each local authority for child care services in 2011, 
2012 and 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11740/13]
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06/03/2013WRY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding is not 
provided by my Department to local authorities for childcare services.

06/03/2013WRY01750Youth Services Provision

06/03/2013WRY01800219. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
detail in tabular form the funding allocated to each local authority for youth services in 2011, 
2012 and 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11741/13]

06/03/2013WRY01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Youth Af-
fairs Unit of my Department supports the delivery of a range of youth work programmes and 
services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, by the volun-
tary youth sector. These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local  
Drug Task Force Projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant 
Scheme and Youth Information Centres.  Funding for these schemes is administered on behalf 
of my Department by 33 grant administering bodies including VECs, the HSE, Sports Bodies 
and some Local County Councils/Local Authorities.

Details of the funding allocated through local authorities in 2011, 2012 and 2013 are out-
lined in tabular form in respect of the following schemes:-
 (1) The Special Projects for Youth Scheme (SPY),
 (2) The Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (YPFSF Round 1) 
 (3) The Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund (YPFSF Round 2) 

  2011

Local Authority  SPY YPFSF (1) YPFSF (2)
Offaly County Coun-
cil

52,162

Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County 
Council

59,591

Dublin City Council 2,070,200
Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County 
Council

400,400

Athlone Town Coun-
cil

2,000

2012

Local Authority SPY YPFSF (1) YPFSF (2)
Offaly County Coun-
cil

48,771

Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County 
Council

55,717

Dublin City Council 1,963,407
Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County 
Council

373,374

Athlone Town Coun-
cil

Nil
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2013

Local Authority SPY YPFSF (1) YPFSF (2)
Offaly County Coun-
cil

43,894

Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County 
Council

50,145

Dublin City Council 1,767,066
Dún Laoghaire/
Rathdown County 
Council

336,939

Athlone Town Coun-
cil

1,683

06/03/2013WRZ00150HSE Staffing

06/03/2013WRZ00200220. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of social work teams employed by the Health Service Executive nationally in each of 
the past three years; the number of social workers, social work team leaders, principal social 
workers, aftercare workers, access workers, child care workers, family support works and ad-
ministration staff employed within these social work teams for the past three years; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [11812/13]

06/03/2013WRZ00300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Figures supplied 
by the HSE, from its census of employment in the public health and social care sector, indicate 
that the number of whole-time equivalent (WTE) social workers, social work team leaders, 
senior social workers, principal social workers, social care staff and family support workers 
within social work teams for the past three years was as follows:

Grade 31/05/2010 31/05/2011 31/05/2012 31/01/2013
Social Worker 634 866 868 990
Social Worker, 
Team Leader

181 214 219 264

Social Worker, 
Senior

68 72 67 83

Social Worker, 
Principal

68 75 61 88

Sub Total 951 1,227 1,215 1,425

Social Care 
Worker

681 741 723 811

Social Care 
Manager, 
Deputy

13 13 14 14

Social Care 
Manager

51 53 48 57

Social Care 
Leader

291 299 293 327
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Grade 31/05/2010 31/05/2011 31/05/2012 31/01/2013
Sub Total 1,036 1,106 1,078 1,209

Family Support 
Worker

161 147 133 146

The census numbers reflect the outcome of a process of reclassification of social workers 
within the HSE into various care groups, including children and families, as part of the process 
of establishing the Child and Family Support Agency separate from the HSE.

My Department has requested additional information from the HSE with regard to the other 
staff groups identified and I will forward this information to the Deputy when it is received.

06/03/2013WRZ00350HSE Staffing

06/03/2013WRZ00400221. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which the Work-
ing Time Directive 2003/88/EC of the EU is applied to non-consultant hospital doctors, to spe-
cialist hospital consultants, to allied health professionals based in hospitals and to nursing staff 
in hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11780/13]

06/03/2013WRZ00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Government is committed to achieving 
compliance with the European Working Time Directive, and related Irish legislation  in respect 
of non-consultant hospital doctors by 2014. I have emphasised to the Health Service Executive 
the high priority the Government and I attach to this issue.

The HSE’s National Service Plan 2013 states that there will be a particular focus in the 
acute hospital service on the achievement of compliance with the Directive amongst the non-
consultant hospital doctor workforce. National Standards for reducing non-consultant hospital 
doctors hours have been issued to hospital managers and clinical directors. These specify a 
series of compliance targets and timescales and will be used to assess progress on a site by site 
basis,  The HSE has also recently established a national group chaired by a senior executive to 
bring a clear and urgent focus to implementation of the Directive, assessment of performance 
and site by site accountability for change. The hours of other healthcare workers are in compli-
ance with the Directive.

The Organisation of Working Time Act, 1997 provided for implementation of the 1993 
Working Time Directive in respect of most workers, including healthcare workers. Non-Con-
sultant hospital doctors however had been excluded from this Directive and consequently they 
were excluded from Part II of the Act, which provides for minimum rest periods, a  maximum 
working week of 48 hours averaged over a reference period, and other matters relating to work-
ing time.

Directive 2003/88/EC consolidated  Directive 93/104/EC and Directive 2000/34/EC. The 
latter Directive had reversed the exclusion of non-consultant hospital doctors, and provided 
for a phased reduction of their maximum average weekly working hours, with full compliance 
to be achieved by August 2009. The European Communities (Organisation of Working Time) 
(Activities of Doctors in Training) Regulations 2004 transposed the EU Working Time Direc-
tive for non-consultant hospital doctors in Ireland. It provided for:

 - the phased reduction in the average working week to 48 hours;
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 - 11 hours rest every 24 hours or equivalent compensatory rest before return to work; and

 - 35 hours continuous rest per week or twice a fortnight or 59 hours continuous rest per 
fortnight.

The consolidating 2003 Directive recognises that certain activities may require continuity of 
service and allows for the provision of compensatory rest where this arises, subject to the work-
ers concerned being afforded appropriate protection. It specifically identifies doctors in training 
as a relevant category. In 2010, the 2004 transposing Regulations were amended to specifically 
recognise collective agreements permitted under the Directive between the two sides of in-
dustry, such as that reached between the HSE and the IMO which provides for non-consultant 
hospital doctors working for 24 hours, subject to compensatory rest being granted.

06/03/2013WRZ00550Water Fluoridation

06/03/2013WRZ00600222. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the location from which 
the hydrofluorisilic acid used to deliver fluoride to our drinking water is being sourced from at 
present; if he will provide a source to confirm the origin of this hydrofluorisilic acid; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11785/13]

06/03/2013WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The hydrofluorosi-
licic acid supplied and delivered by the current supplier, Chemifloc, is sourced from Derivados 
del Fluor (DDF) in Spain.

06/03/2013WRZ00750Universal Health Insurance Provision

06/03/2013WRZ00800223. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the universal health 
insurance will take into account that persons already pay the pay related social insurance and 
the universal social charge; if the UHI will result in a reduction in PRSI and USC rates overall 
or will it be an additional charge for persons on top of PRSI and the USC; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11946/13]

06/03/2013WRZ00900258. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he has had discussions 
with the Department of Finance in relation to the proposed universal health insurance and if this 
charge will take into account that persons already pay the pay related social insurance and the 
universal social charge; if the UHI will result in a reduction in PRSI and USC rates overall or 
will there be an additional charge for persons on top of PRSI and the USC; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11944/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 223 and 258 
together.

The Government is embarking on a major reform programme for the health system, the 
aim of which is to deliver a single-tier health service, supported by universal health insurance 
(UHI), where access is based on need, not on income.  Under UHI, everyone will be insured and 
will have equal access to a standard package of primary and acute hospital services, including 
acute mental health services.  A new Insurance Fund will subsidise or pay insurance premiums 
for those who qualify for a subsidy.

In relation to financing of UHI, my Department is currently advancing work on the White 
Paper on Universal Health Insurance.  This White Paper will provide further detail on the UHI 
model for Ireland in addition to the estimated costs and financing mechanisms associated with 
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the introduction of universal health insurance. The work involved is both complex and technical 
and demands a wide-range of specialised legal and financial expertise which my Department 
is currently in the process of engaging.  It also requires strong engagement across a number of 
Government Departments. To facilitate this, my officials are currently establishing a UHI De-
sign Team which will include representatives from the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and elsewhere. The Team will oversee progress on the White Paper and ensure effec-
tive, timely collaboration across different Government areas as appropriate.

06/03/2013WRZ01050Mobility Allowance Decision

06/03/2013WRZ01100224. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health when a replacement scheme will 
be in place after the motorised transport scheme ceases in four months time.  [12240/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01200225. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the way he intends to replace 
the current mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes; if he will guarantee that 
all current recipients of the grants will be in receipt of the new scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12051/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01300250. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will explain the operation 
of the motorised transport grant; the number in receipt of this assistance to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11876/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01400251. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the operation 
of the mobility allowance scheme; the numbers in receipt of this allowance; if he will provide a 
breakdown on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11877/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 224, 225, 250 and 251 together.

The Motorised Transport Grant was a means tested, Health Service Executive (HSE) pay-
ment to enable a person with a severe disability to purchase or adapt a car where that car is 
essential to retain employment.  The maximum grant of €5,020 was payable once in any three 
year period.  More than 300 people received the grant each year at an estimated cost of €1.3 
million.  The key eligibility criteria for the Motorised Transport Grant included medical criteria, 
the requirement of a car in order to retain employment and a means test to determine the amount 
of grant (if any) payable.  Eligibility for the Motorised Transport Grant could also be considered 
in Exceptional Circumstances, other than for employment retention, for a person with a severe 
disability who lived in very isolated circumstances and where their disability prevented use of 
public transport.

The Mobility Allowance was a means tested, HSE payment to persons with a severe disabil-
ity, (who are unable to walk or be in such condition that the exertion required to walk would be 
dangerous to their health) who are over 16 years and under 66 years, to enable them to benefit 
from a change in surroundings.  The Mobility Allowance is paid monthly and the current rate is 
€208.50 per month.  There are in excess of 4,700 recipients of mobility allowance at an annual 
cost of over €9 million. 

I have provided the Deputies with the figures for the numbers of applicants in receipt of the 
Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport Grant for the last full year for which those 
figures are available, i.e. 2011, in the table below.

Conscious of the position of the Ombudsman that the Mobility Allowance and the Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes are illegal in the context of the Equal Status Acts and following 
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detailed consideration of the issues involved with Cabinet colleagues, the Government decided 
on 26th February that it was no longer possible to allow the two schemes to continue as they 
operated and to devise an alternate solution for meeting the priority transport needs of people 
with a disability.  Although the Government’s decision ends both schemes to new applicants 
with immediate effect, the payment of Mobility Allowance to those currently in receipt of it, 
will continue for another four months.

The Government remains very conscious that there are many people who cannot access 
public transport and who rely on supports such as the Mobility Allowance and the Motorised 
Transport Grant for their transport needs.  Unfortunately it is not possible to expand these 
schemes to comply with the Equality Status Acts, without incurring very significant additional 
costs, which would result in a requirement for severe service cut back in current disability, older 
people and mental health services.  It is important to note that the decision is in no way intended 
to save costs and the funding involved in the two schemes (€10.6 million) remains committed 
to meeting the priority transport needs of people with a disability.

A special review group, which will be independently chaired, has been established to seek 
an alternative method to provide for the needs of people in a manner that does not run counter to 
the Equal Status Acts.  Following the initial phase of the group’s work, which will concentrate 
on issues around Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport Grant, a key concentration 
of the group will be to look at opportunities for the enhancement of the transport options pro-
vided to the relevant persons in need.  As part of the review, the HSE will examine the circum-
stances of all those currently benefiting from the schemes to ensure the identified solutions will 
encompass their priority mobility needs.  In addition, the Minister for Health has instructed the 
HSE to contact each individual in receipt of the payments to notify them of this decision.

County / HSE Region Applicants in receipt of Mo-
bility Allowance in 2011

Applicants in receipt of 
Motorised Transport Grant 
in 2011

Dublin South 99 1
Dublin South City 75 1
Dublin South East 68 0
Dublin South West / Kildare 
West Wicklow

394 5

Dublin West 207 1
Midlands 152 12
Wicklow 114 1
Meath 102 6
Louth 110 3
Cavan / Monaghan 80 3
Dublin North Central 185 1
Dublin North West 299 0
Dublin North 255 6
Carlow / Kilkenny 251 1
Cork North 109 0
Cork North Lee 213 3
Cork South Lee 171 0
Cork West 69 1
Kerry 173 1
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Tipperary South Riding 116 14
Waterford 128 4
Wexford 191 7
Donegal 113 83
Galway 367 39
Mayo 160 15
Mid West 371 19
Roscommon 45 13
Sligo / Leitrim / West Cavan 85 38
TOTALS 4,702 278

06/03/2013WRZ01550Medical Card Eligibility

06/03/2013WRZ01600226. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of provid-
ing non-means tested medical cards to EU citizens over the age of 60 years who have worked 
in other EU countries but retire to Ireland with a contributory pension from abroad; if the 
costs of those are recouped from member states; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[11715/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01700227. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health the process and policy for 
the awarding of non-means tested medical cards to Irish citizens over the age of 60 years who 
have worked in other EU countries but retire to Ireland with a contributory pension from abroad; 
the number of medical cards that are currently awarded to such persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [11716/13]

06/03/2013WRZ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 226 and 227 together.

I have asked the Health Service Executive for a report on the issues raised by the Deputy.  I 
will revert to the Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

06/03/2013WRZ01850Medicinal Products Supply

06/03/2013WRZ01900228. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding medi-
cation for cystic fibrosis in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11718/13]

06/03/2013WRZ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The HSE has cir-
culated a detailed protocol to hospitals in relation to the administration of the medication men-
tioned by the Deputy.  The case of the particular patient has been referred to the HSE for atten-
tion and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2013WRAA00150Drugs Task Forces

06/03/2013WRAA00200229. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health following 2012’s review 
of drugs task forces, if he intends to implement the proposed recommendation of the review; 
and if the task forces will be given an opportunity to respond to these recommendations in ad-
vance of implementation. [11725/13]
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06/03/2013WRAA00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Following a com-
prehensive consultation process, I announced details of a series of measures arising from a re-
view of Drugs Task Forces last December.  The reforms, which are intended to better equip the 
Task Forces to respond to the current pattern of substance misuse, also provide for the exten-
sion of their remit to include alcohol addiction.  A final version of the report is being prepared 
which will take account of discussions at the Drugs Advisory Group and responses received in 
relation to the proposed reforms.  It is also envisaged that the final report will take account of 
Government decisions in relation to addressing the alcohol issue.  As I have previously outlined 
to the House, I intend to bring forward further measures to improve management, oversight and 
control of funding allocated by Drugs Task Forces in due course.  I also plan to consult with the 
Drugs Task Forces on my proposals in relation to boundary changes in advance of deciding the 
optimum coverage arrangements.

06/03/2013WRAA00350Disability Support Services Provision

06/03/2013WRAA00400230. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the total number of adults 
with autism spectrum disorder who have undergone an assessment since the introduction of the 
Disability Act; of those assessed, the number of support plans or interventions to address their 
needs that were put in place since the introduction of the Act; if he will provide a breakdown in 
tabular form of the number of assessments of adults with ASD per county or alternatively, per 
Health Service Executive region, since the Act’s introduction; if he will provide a breakdown of 
the number of support plans-interventions put in place per county or region; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [11735/13]

06/03/2013WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.  However, I have asked the 
HSE to provide the information it has available directly to you in relation these matters.

06/03/2013WRAA00550Industrial Disputes

06/03/2013WRAA00600231. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene in the indus-
trial dispute at St James Hospital, Dublin, concerning the suspension of a number of directly 
employed electricians over a health and safety matter which is ongoing despite the Health and 
Safety Authority upholding the stand of the workers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11739/13]

06/03/2013WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an issue for the Health Service Ex-
ecutive, the Deputy’s question has been referred to the Executive for direct reply.

06/03/2013WRAA00750Hospitals Building Programme

06/03/2013WRAA00800232. Deputy Noel Harrington asked the Minister for Health the progress being made on 
the development of Schull Community Hospital, County Cork; the timetable for the completion 
of phases two and three; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11778/13]

06/03/2013WRAA00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.
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06/03/2013WRAA00950HIQA Inspections

06/03/2013WRAA01000233. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no leg-
islation to enable the Health Information Quality Authority inspection and oversight among 
hospices and other palliative care centres; if he is planning to address this anomaly; when such 
legislation can be expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [11781/13]

06/03/2013WRAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Residential 
services in which the majority of persons being cared for and maintained are being treated for 
acute illness or provided with palliative care are specifically excluded from the definition of 
“designated centres” in the Health Act 2007. 

The National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare were formally launched by HIQA on 26 
June 2012.  The National Standards are intended to underpin the licensing system for healthcare 
providers and will be the basis for the monitoring and inspection regime.  At present a commu-
nication and awareness programme is being rolled out to hospitals by HIQA and the HSE.  The 
Standards ensure service providers protect patients from risk and from harm, inform patients of 
adverse events, acknowledge and support the key role of staff, promote good governance and 
make the best use of information and resources to deliver high quality and safe care within the 
resources available.  Standard 1.7 requires service providers to promote a culture of kindness, 
consideration and respect.  The Standard ensures that a service provider should recognise that at 
certain stages of a services user’s care and treatment, some individuals (for example, those who 
may be approaching end of life) may be more vulnerable than others and the service provider 
should proactively identify the likely points where this may occur and provide mechanisms to 
support service users.  The Standards will form the basis for the future licensing of all health-
care facilities in Ireland.

In support of the Programme for Government commitment to the introduction of a national 
licensing system, work is currently underway in the Department on legislative proposals relat-
ing to the development of a licensing framework for health facilities.  Such a framework will 
provide for a mandatory system of licensing for public and private health service providers.  It 
is designed to improve patient safety by ensuring that healthcare providers do not operate below 
core standards which are applied in a consistent and systematic way.  Once finalised, Govern-
ment approval to carry out a public consultation process will be sought. 

06/03/2013WRBB00150Vaccination Programme

06/03/2013WRBB00200234. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 693, if he will meet the narcolepsy support group; and the date on which he will roll out the 
support package promised in early 2012.  [11782/13]

06/03/2013WRBB00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): My priority is to ensure that children/ado-
lescents affected by narcolepsy with symptom onset post pandemic vaccination are provided 
with services and supports to meet their health needs.  The Health Service Executive and the 
Department of Education and Skills together provide a comprehensive range of services and 
supports to those affected.

The HSE through its advocacy unit and regional co-ordinators assist individuals affected 
by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination and family members of those so affected, in ac-
cessing appropriate services and supports.  These supports and services include access to rapid 
diagnosis, clear treatment pathways, temporary medical cards and reimbursement of expenses 
incurred.  This includes expenses for counselling services for individuals and also for families 
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of children affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination, in cases where such ser-
vices are not already available through the HSE.

Multi-disciplinary assessments which allow for the appropriate individualised health and 
educational supports to be put in place are ongoing.  The National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is also engaging with the HSE and with the individual schools and parents of 
children concerned to identify and provide educational supports for the children and adoles-
cents affected.  My Department is considering all possible supports which may need to be put in 
place for those affected by narcolepsy following pandemic vaccination.  A further meeting with 
representatives from SOUND will be arranged when the matter has been concluded.

06/03/2013WRBB00350Medicinal Products Supply

06/03/2013WRBB00400235. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the details 
on the procedure for stock control and stock taking of high tech drugs that are paid for by the 
Health Service Executive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11783/13]

06/03/2013WRBB00500236. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to pharmacists 
per patient to dispense high tech drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11790/13]

06/03/2013WRBB00600237. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the cost of the high tech drug scheme from 2009 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11791/13]

06/03/2013WRBB00700238. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of patients current-
ly registered for the high tech drug scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11792/13]

06/03/2013WRBB00800239. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the price range for medicines 
under the high tech drug scheme from lowest to highest; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11793/13]

06/03/2013WRBB00900240. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the way products are current-
ly covered under the high tech drug scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11794/13]

06/03/2013WRBB01000241. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will provide in tabular form 
the monetary value of high tech drugs returned by pharmacies from 2009 to 2012; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11795/13]

06/03/2013WRBB01100244. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
has the cost of wastage figures for high tech drug stock that have gone out of date and if so, if 
he will furnish the figures from 2009 to 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11836/13]

06/03/2013WRBB01200245. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if an agreement exists whereby 
wholesalers would accept unused high tech drugs, if so, if he will provide details of same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11837/13]

06/03/2013WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 235 to 241, inclusive, 244 and 245 together.

All pharmacies that dispense High Tech medicines must complete an annual stock take of 
these medicines at the end of each year.  In addition, they are requested to provide details of all 
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‘out of date’ stock and any stock that has been spoiled during the year (e.g. due to fridge mal-
function).  The HSE’s Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) provides each pharmacy 
with a High Tech drug file to assist them in completing their return.

Pharmacists are paid a Patient Care Fee of €62.03 per month. A Non Dispensing  Fee of 
€31.02 is paid for a maximum of three consecutive months.  The cost of the High Tech Scheme, 
for the years 2009 to 2011, is as follows:

Year Total amount paid to whole-
salers

Patient Care Fees paid to 
pharmacists

2009 €315,355,866 €15,938,159
2010 €345,758,331 €15,484,876
2011 €350,181,003 €17,998,257
There were 60,888 persons registered under the Scheme in 2011.  The figures for 2012 are 

not yet available.

Unlike the medical card scheme, the Drug Payment Scheme and the Long Term Illness 
Scheme persons are not registered in advance to participate in the High Tech Scheme. Instead, 
patients who are prescribed medications that fall within the terms of the scheme are supplied 
with drugs under the scheme as and when required.  

Kalydeco Film Coated Tablets 150mg, pack size 56, with a reimbursement price of €18,000 
is the most expensive product on the scheme while Sandostatin 1ml Ampules 50mcg/ ml, pack 
size 5, with a reimbursement price of €3.81 is the cheapest.  The scheme covers products in the 
following categories:-

 - Medicinal products developed by means of one of the following biotechnological pro-
cesses

 (a) recombinant DNA technology

 (b) controlled expression of gene coding for biologically active proteins in prokaryotes and 
eukaryotes including transformed mammalian cells.

 (c) hybridoma and monoclonal antibody methods,

 - medicinal products developed by other biotechnological processes which, in the opinion 
of the European Medicines Agency, constitute a significant innovation,

 - medicinal products which because of their particular characteristics have been considered 
as requiring authorisation in the EU central authorisation system, 

 - medicinal products containing a new chemical entity which provides a significant new 
therapeutic use, and

 - medicinal products in respect of which the prescription or the original prescription should 
be issued by an appropriate medical specialist working in a hospital setting.

The following table shows the value of High Tech Drugs held by pharmacists at year end:

Area 2009 2010 2011
HSE – Midlands 
Area

€2,174,332.06 €2,707,653.56 €2,456,175.28
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HSE – Mid-Western 
Area

€1,902,751.89 €2,107,470.67 €1,917,854.82

HSE – North Eastern 
Area

€2,511,065.08 €3,011,834.79 €3,060,206.00

HSE – North West-
ern Area  

€2,013,409.87 €2,017,464.85 €2,078,173.99

HSE – South Eastern 
Area

€3,465,926.25 €3,860,553.94 €3,912,613.27

HSE – Southern 
Area

€4,313,085.97 €4,862,354.77 €4,804,250.71

HSE – Western Area €1,866,559.37 €2,066,371.55 €1,930,924.04
HSE  - East Coast 
Area

€2,652,964.28 €2,867,979.73 €3,384,219.77

HSE – South West-
ern Area

€4,499,744.19 €5,065,515.70 €4,526,185.34

HSE – Northern 
Area

€3,363,270.50 €4,041,168.64 €3,798,148.68

Total €28,763,109.46 €32,608,368.20 €31,868,751.90
The figures for 2012 are not yet available.

The following table shows the cost of ‘out of date stock’ High Tech Drugs:

Area 2009 2010 2011
HSE – Midlands 
Area

€163,770.98 €130.336.01 €123,525.97

HSE – Mid-Western 
Area

€69,425.83 €92,036.13 €83,253.31

HSE – North Eastern 
Area

€159,513.85 €180,020.85 €176,095.41

HSE – North West-
ern Area  

€71,087.07 €95,604.86 €81,187.09

HSE – South Eastern 
Area

€151,115.31 €189,532.24 €187,029.57

HSE – Southern 
Area

€229,100.43 €194,013.67 €223,154.60

HSE – Western Area €48,316.41 €38,667.79 €40,167.49
HSE  - East Coast 
Area

€152,488.53 €158,864.89 €211,997.25

HSE – South West-
ern Area

€159,906.80 €212,064.91 €188,682.63

HSE – Northern 
Area

€209,680.80 €230,127.06 €115,667.40

Total €1,414,406.01 €1,521264.41 €1,430,760.72
The figures for 2012 are not yet available.

The HSE is discussing with wholesalers a formal ‘returns’ mechanism for High Tech Medi-
cines. Any returns mechanism must be in compliance with the relevant regulatory framework.
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06/03/2013WRBB01350HSE Staffing

06/03/2013WRBB01400242. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the post of Director of 
Mental Health for the Health Service Executive has been filled; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11816/13]

06/03/2013WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Revised HSE management structures are 
being put in place in conjunction with the new governance arrangements provided for in the 
Health Service Executive (Governance) Bill 2012; the recruitment process for a Chief Financial 
Officer and five National Directors, including the Director of Mental Health, has now com-
menced.  The competition for the post of Director of Mental Health was advertised by the Pub-
lic Appointments Service on 21 January 2013 and the closing date for receipt of applications 
was 7 February 2013.  Staff employed in the HSE, the Department of Health, other statutory 
health agencies and bodies which provide services on behalf of the HSE under Section 38 of  
the Health Act 2004, were eligible to apply.  I understand that preliminary interviews for the 
position will be conducted in mid March.

06/03/2013WRCC00150Health Services Staff

06/03/2013WRCC00200243. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of clinicians-
audiologists providing adult and paediatrician audiology services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [11817/13]

06/03/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The overall number (WTE excluding career 
break) of audiologists in the public health service at 31 January 2013 was:

Audiological Scientist 3.8
Audiological Scientist, Senior 6
Audiologist 16.75
Audiologist, Chief 13.66
Audiologist, Senior 17.75
Total 57.96
 

 In relation to the breakdown between adult and paediatric audiology services requested by 
the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to him with this information.

  Questions Nos. 244 and 245 answered with Question No. 235.

06/03/2013WRCC00450HSE Investigations

06/03/2013WRCC00500246. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the investiga-
tions that have taken place at Mayo General Hospital following concerns (details supplied) as a 
result of the death of a patient with a STEMI; the steps that have been put in place to ensure the 
prevention of a similar occurance in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11847/13]

06/03/2013WRCC00600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Firstly, I wish to offer my sincere condo-
lences to the relatives of the person who died. 
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Under the Acute Coronary Syndrome Programme, patients with symptoms and ECG find-
ings indicative of a STEMI-type acute heart attack are treated according to the National STEMI 
Protocol, which was officially launched in October 2012. It has been in use in the west of Ire-
land since July 2012.  Under the protocol, if patients can be transported to a primary PCI centre 
providing 24/7 treatment of STEMIs within 90 minutes of diagnosis, then they are brought 
directly to that centre. The primary PCI centre in the west of Ireland is the cardiology centre in 
University Hospital Galway (UHG). This unit has 2 cardiac catheter laboratories and a dedi-
cated team of interventional cardiologists, nursing, technical and radiography staff on call 24/7. 
Based on international best practice, a unit such as this will serve the population of the west of 
Ireland for management of STEMI.

If transport to UHG within 90 minutes is not feasible, then STEMI patients are taken to 
the nearest emergency department equipped to stabilise patients, such as Mayo General or 
Portiuncula Hospitals, for thrombolysis (administration of clot-bursting drugs) to stabilise the 
situation. They are then transferred to UHG for assessment as to whether further immediate 
intervention is needed. This is accepted international best practice for management of STEMI 
patients, particularly in remote areas.  In addition to the national protocol, the Code STEMI 
Protocol, approved by the Medical Director of the HSE National Ambulance Service (NAS) 
and through the HSE Clinical Care Programmes, outlines the actions required by hospital and 
NAS staff when a STEMI patient is to be transferred from a hospital to a PCI centre. 

Following the death of a patient who had self presented at Mayo General Hospital with a 
STEMI, a number of steps were taken.  The NAS reported the incident to the National Incident 
Management Team of the HSE at national and regional level for review. The NAS carried out 
an internal review and in parallel requested an independent review, which was conducted by the 
State Claims Agency. A review was also conducted between the NAS and Mayo General Hos-
pital to ensure that the CODE STEMI protocol is followed for this type of incident. The clinical 
programme lead of the Acute Coronary Syndrome Programme, and the Director of the National 
Ambulance Service, have been made aware of the outcome of these reviews and actions high-
lighted by the reviews have been implemented. These include training of staff, additional audit-
ing of calls within the Ambulance Control, a written protocol between Mayo General Hospital 
and the NAS and the recirculation by the NAS of the Code STEMI protocol.

06/03/2013WRCC00650Health Service Executive Complaints Procedures

06/03/2013WRCC00700247. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his view on whether the 
Health Service Executive complaints procedure is significantly robust, and if it has been evalu-
ated [11853/13]

06/03/2013WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Part 9 of the Health Act 2004 provides for 
the making of complaints.  The Health Service Executive (HSE) has published a “National 
Healthcare Charter, You and Your Health Service” which outlines what service users can expect 
and what their responsibilities are whenever and wherever they use health services and the me-
diation and facilitation provided for the handling of complaints.  As the question raised by the 
Deputy relates to a service matter, the question has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2013WRCC00850Health Service Executive Complaints Procedures

06/03/2013WRCC00900248. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if there has been a review 
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or audit of the patients complaints within the addiction service to see if there are common issues 
arising which need to be addressed.  [11854/13]

06/03/2013WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand from 
the HSE that a number of complaints were received from patients in relation to addiction ser-
vices over the past year.  The complaints were followed up in each case on an individual basis.  
Waiting lists were among the areas of complaint and considerable progress has been made in 
this regard.  Also, the HSE envisages that the forthcoming Clinical Guidelines for Opioid Sub-
stitution Treatment will address many of the issues that are raised by service users and their 
families.  The views of service users were sought and taken on board when a review of the 
methadone protocol which was carried out in 2010.  Work on the implementation of the recom-
mendations of that report is now progressing.  Meanwhile, the Methadone Protocol Prescribing 
Implementation Committee and the National Drug Rehabilitation Implementation Committee 
include service user representation.

06/03/2013WRCC01050Hospital Waiting Lists

06/03/2013WRCC01100249. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry may expect to be called to Kerry General Hospital for a CT Scan; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11858/13]

06/03/2013WRCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by the Dep-
uty, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly 
to the Deputy in this matter.

  Questions Nos. 250 and 251 answered with Question No. 224.

06/03/2013WRDD00150Dental Services Provision

06/03/2013WRDD00200252. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the dental care provided under 
the medical card scheme for diabetes type 1 patients.  [11879/13]

06/03/2013WRDD00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Dental Treat-
ment Service Scheme (DTSS) provides access to dental treatment for adult medical card hold-
ers.  The HSE prioritises for treatment patients with special needs, high risk patients and those 
who have greater clinical needs including patients with type 1 diabetes. 

06/03/2013WRDD00350Health Services Issues

06/03/2013WRDD00400253. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will expedite the decision 
to allow treatment to commence in respect of a person (details supplied).  [11883/13]

06/03/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
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directly to the Deputy in this matter.

06/03/2013WRDD00550Medical Card Applications

06/03/2013WRDD00600254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date 
in respect of determination of entitlement to a medical card in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11889/13]

06/03/2013WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

06/03/2013WRDD00750General Practitioner Services

06/03/2013WRDD00800255. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to address 
the lack of a level 2 general practitioner in the Drogheda, County Louth area; the steps being 
put in place to deal with patients who require methadone treatment; the number of persons that 
will be affected by this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11912/13]

06/03/2013WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): I understand that 
a Level 2 General Practitioner who was based in Drogheda has just moved practice to Duleek, 
Co Meath and that his opioid substitution clinic will be held there this week.  Approximately 35 
people attend this GP for methadone treatment.  I am advised that the HSE is working to put ar-
rangements in place to again facilitate clients to be treated in Drogheda, if they so wish, as soon 
as possible.  The HSE continues to work with GPs across the region with a view to recruiting 
more community-based prescribers for opioid substitution treatment.

06/03/2013WRDD00950Special Delivery Unit

06/03/2013WRDD01000256. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health in respect of each staff member 
working in the special delivery unit, if he will provide details of their title-grade, salary, method 
of payment and recruitment process through which they were employed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [11927/13]

06/03/2013WRDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Special Delivery Unit (SDU) was for-
mally established in the Department of Health in September 2011.  It was staffed by persons 
with the necessary clinical, IT, operational and management skills to address issues relating to 
both unscheduled and scheduled care, who were seconded to the Department from the HSE and 
some other organisations.  Administrative support for the SDU was provided by Department of 
Health staff.  Dr. Martin Connor of Value Based Health Solutions was contracted in June 2011 
to provide a number of services, including the setting up and operationalisation of the SDU.  In 
order to maintain and build on the work achieved from June 2011, a Government Decision was 
made on 29 November 2011 to re-engage his services to provide expert advice to the Depart-
ment and to the SDU.

In order to deliver the required improvements in relation to emergency departments, elec-
tive, outpatient and diagnostic services, a need for directors of performance management in 
scheduled and unscheduled care was identified.  Whereas the post of Director of Performance 
Management in Scheduled Care was filled by open competition in December 2011, a similar 
competition for the post of Director of Performance Improvement in Unscheduled Care failed 
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to secure a suitably qualified candidate.  The services of Ms. Lis Nixon of Lis Nixon Associates 
were secured by open tender in January 2012 to address this situation.  As the SDU transferred 
operations from the Department of Health to the HSE with effect from 1 January 2013, the 
Deputy’s question, insofar as it relates to other SDU staff members, has been referred to the 
Executive for direct reply.

06/03/2013WRDD01150Hospital Services

06/03/2013WRDD01200257. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the number of sub-arachnoid 
haemorrhage patients, classified as poor grade, that were denied emergency treatment in the 
neurosurgical centre, Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, between 1 July 2012 and 30 September 2012; 
the outcome for those patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11928/13]

06/03/2013WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Question No. 258 answered with Question No. 223.

06/03/2013WRDD01450Medical Card Applications

06/03/2013WRDD01500259. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3 [12014/13]

06/03/2013WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/03/2013WRDD01650Action Plan for Jobs

06/03/2013WRDD01700260. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health when he expects to bring 
forward proposals for the establishment of the national hub as identified in the Action Plan for 
Jobs; if he envisages that the creation of this hub will require legislation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12015/13]

06/03/2013WRDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The establishment of the National Health In-
novation Hub is one of seven ‘Disruptive Reforms’ included in the Government’s Jobs Action 
Plan 2013. The aim is to establish a Hub to drive collaboration between the health system and 
the enterprise sector leading to the development and commercialisation of new healthcare tech-
nologies, products and services, emerging from within the health system and /or the enterprise 
system.

The steps deemed necessary to progress the establishment of the Hub are outlined in the 
Jobs Action Plan 2013, with the accompanying Table of Actions providing more detail.  The 
Actions for 2013 include the preparation of a detailed proposal for Government consideration 
for the establishment of the National Health Innovation Hub with a timeline of Q4 2013 for 
this work.  At this stage it is not envisaged that legislation will be required.  Details of the Jobs 
Action Plan and the accompanying Table of Actions are available on the Department of Jobs 
Enterprise and Innovation website (www.enterprise.gov.ie).

06/03/2013WREE00050Health Services Issues
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06/03/2013WREE00200261. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the assistance that will be 
provided in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 6. [12025/13]

06/03/2013WREE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

06/03/2013WREE00350Public Transport Provision

06/03/2013WREE00400262. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the DART underground project; his future plans in relation to this project; if any de-
velopments are expected in the coming months to advance the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11786/13]

06/03/2013WREE00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Due to the reduc-
tion in funding available for transport projects arising from the difficult economic situation, 
the DART Underground Tunnel project has been postponed for consideration in advance of the 
next capital programme which will cover the period from 2016 onwards.  DART Underground 
remains a key element of the overall transport integration strategy as it would deliver a quantum 
improvement in rail accessibility to the city centre with benefits for each of the four mainline 
rail corridors radiating from the city centre.

DART Underground is currently part of the Trans European Network (TEN-T) Belfast-
Dublin-Cork Priority Project. I have sought its inclusion in the updated Core Ten-T Network 
currently under discussion and have also proposed that it be designated part of a specific Core 
Corridor under the Regulations governing the next round of Ten-T funding for the period 2014 
-2020.  This means that if the Dart Underground project or elements of the overall programme 
are included in the next capital programme they will be eligible for some limited co-funding 
under Ten -T.

06/03/2013WREE00550Public Transport Provision

06/03/2013WREE00600263. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will contact the chief executive office of Dublin Bus requesting that security personnel be 
onboard its Nightlink services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11818/13]

06/03/2013WREE00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The safety and se-
curity of passengers and staff is a matter for Dublin Bus in conjunction, as appropriate, with the 
Gardaí.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to Dublin Bus for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

06/03/2013WREE00750Departmental Agencies Staff Remuneration

06/03/2013WREE00800264. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the number of staff in the National Roads Authority earning more than €80,000 but less than 
€100,000; between €100,001 but less than €120,000; between €120,001 but less than €150,000; 
between €150,001 but less than €180,000; between €180,001 but less than €200,000; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [11819/13]

06/03/2013WREE00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall corporate governance of the Na-
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tional Roads Authority (NRA). However, the remuneration of staff in the Authority is a day to 
day matter for the NRA.  Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NRA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 
working days.

06/03/2013WREE00950Public Transport Provision

06/03/2013WREE01000265. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of additional DART commuter and intercity railcars that were brought into operation 
for the years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012; if EU funding was provided in any of 
these years to cover the costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11820/13]

06/03/2013WREE01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The purchase of 
new Intercity Railcars (ICR’s) commenced in 2004, with options to acquire additional rolling 
stock being exercised at intervals since then.  A total of 234 ICR’s were delivered. EU co-fund-
ing of €11 million was provided towards 22 ICR’s serving the BMW Region.  No new DART 
railcars have been funded since 2007.  Operational issues in relation to rolling-stock, such as 
when the ICR’s were introduced into service, are a matter for Iarnrod Eireann. I have referred 
the Deputy’s question to the Chief Executive of Iarnrod Eireann for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

06/03/2013WREE01150Taxi Regulations

06/03/2013WREE01200266. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding a hackney business (details supplied) in County Kildare in relation to its application 
for licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11855/13]

06/03/2013WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry, including the circumstances where transfer of an 
SPSV licence is permitted, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the 
provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.  I have referred the Deputy’s Question 
to the NTA. If you do not receive a response within ten working days please notify my private 
Office.

06/03/2013WREE01350Air Navigation Orders

06/03/2013WREE01400267. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of requests that were made by foreign aircraft to carry munitions through Ireland in 2012; the 
number of these that were granted; the breakdown by country; and the number that were for 
aircraft that landed at Shannon Airport. [11917/13]

06/03/2013WREE01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A permit is re-
quired under SI 224 of 1973, as amended, for the carriage of munitions on civil aircraft using 
Irish airspace. The statistics requested by the Deputy in relation to these permits in 2012 are 
outlined below: 

- Number of requests that were made by foreign civil aircraft to carry munitions through 
Ireland in 2012 - 821. 

- The number of these that were granted - 807.
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- The breakdown by country of the applicants - USA 758, United Arab Emirates 32, UK 9, 
Switzerland 3, Russia 2, Portugal 2, Ukraine 1. 

- The number that were for aircraft that landed at Shannon Airport - 557.

06/03/2013WREE01550State Airports

06/03/2013WREE01600268. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress that has been made on the establishment of the International Aviation Services Centre 
at Shannon; when he expects to see this centre operational; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11930/13]

06/03/2013WREE01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  As the Deputy will 
be aware, Shannon Airport was separated from the Dublin Airport Authority on 31 December 
last and the assets and business of the airport were transferred from the DAA to the Shannon 
Airport Authority (SAA).  My Department is working with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation on the Heads of the new Bill to provide for the merger of the airport with a re-
structured Shannon Development in a new, commercial, State-owned entity and this legislation 
will be advanced during the first half of this year. When the Heads of the Bill are ready, they 
will be referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport for their consideration prior to 
drafting. It is my hope, subject to enactment of the Bill, that the new Shannon entity could be 
established mid-year although I appreciate that this will be challenging. It will then be a mat-
ter for the new entity to proceed with the development and expansion of the aviation services 
centre in Shannon.

In January, I appointed Rose Hynes as Chairman of the SAA and in that context I expect her 
to take on the role of Chairman designate for the NewCo which is in the process of being estab-
lished.  More recently, I have made four further appointments to the board of the SAA, includ-
ing two employee representatives nominated by ICTU.  A process to recruit a Chief Executive 
for the Shannon Airport Authority and the new Shannon entity (NewCo) is also currently under 
way.  In addition, my colleague, Minister Bruton and I, have written to the Chairmen of the 
SAA and Shannon Development requesting that they and their management teams work closely 
together over the coming months to ensure an orderly transition to the establishment of NewCo. 
In this regard also, Minister Bruton appointed Ms Hynes and one other SAA board member to 
the board of Shannon Development and it is likely that one further common appointment may 
be made to the boards of the SAA and Shannon Development to maximise synergies between 
the two ahead of the merger.

06/03/2013WREE01750Tax Code

06/03/2013WREE01800269. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide an update in relation to the offer that was made to abolish the €3 air travel tax; 
if he will provide details in tabular form of the changes in numbers to inbound flights since the 
change to the charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11933/13]

06/03/2013WREE01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Government’s 
offer to abolish the tax in return for an increase in capacity and the restoration on cancelled 
routes stands.  The purpose of the offer was to stimulate inbound tourist traffic. There have been 
some positive developments in relation to additional capacity on US-Ireland routes for 2013 
linked to both general traffic demand and the expected increased traffic linked to the Gathering. 
However, overall the response from the airlines to date has been inadequate. The Government 
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has made it clear that it will need to see a significant increase in capacity and routes before con-
sideration can be given to abolishing the tax.

The €3 flat rate charge has applied since 1 March 2011. Data from the three State Airports 
shows a modest increase in passenger numbers of 0.5% in 2012 at the three airports.  Individu-
ally this breaks down as: 

- Dublin airport increase of 1.9% on 2011

- Shannon decrease of 14.9% on 2011 and 

- Cork decrease of 0.9% on 2011.

However, a number of factors influence demand for air services so it is not possible to at-
tribute increases or decreases of this magnitude to any one factor.


