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    Questions Nos. 1 to 4, inclusive, answered orally. 

    Question No. 5 lapsed. 

    Questions Nos. 6 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

28/02/2013WRA00650Promissory Note Negotiations

28/02/2013WRA0070011. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland will pay the promissory 
note payment due in relation to the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, formerly Anglo Irish 
Bank, on 31 March 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2386/13]

28/02/2013WRA00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, earlier this 
month the liquidation of IBRC was agreed in the Houses of the Oireachtas and the IBRC Prom-
issory Notes were replaced with longer-dated Irish Government Bonds.  As a result of these 
actions, the issue of any Promissory Note payment in March of this year or any other year is 
removed.   This Government has taken considerable steps to stabilise and restructure the bank-
ing sector.  The Irish authorities had been in discussions with the European Central Bank for 
some time in relation to the replacement of the IBRC Promissory Notes with more sustainable, 
longer term debt.

The new arrangements go a long way towards addressing the systemic liquidity issue in the 
Irish banking system and substantially improve the debt position of the State, while materially 
improving our ability to regain access to the bond markets and exit the Troika programme. 

The Promissory Notes were replaced with a portfolio of Irish Government bonds compris-
ing: 

- three tranches of €2 bn each maturing after 25, 28 and 30 years; 

- three tranches of €3 bn each maturing after 32, 34 and 36 years; 

- two tranches of €5 bn each maturing after 38 and 40 years.

The principal benefits from this arrangement are:

- The Promissory Notes are gone.  They were exchanged for long term Government Bonds, 
with an average maturity of 34 to 35 years as opposed to the 7 to 8 year average maturity on 
the Promissory Notes. 

- The maturity of the bonds have significant benefits from a market perspective as it ensures 
the liability to repay is beyond most credit investors’ time horizon.
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- A reduction in the State’s General Government deficit of approximately €1 billion (0.6% of 
GDP) per annum over the coming years, which will bring us closer to attaining our 3% deficit 
target by 2015.

- A significant element of the interest payments on the Government bonds, which are held 
by the Irish Central Bank, will ultimately be returned to the Exchequer in the form of Central 
Bank dividends.

- The State will be borrowing €20 billion less cash over the next 10 years due to the cash-
flow benefit of this arrangement.  Next year the cash flow benefit will be €2.3 billion (excluding 
initial transaction costs).  

- The arrangement will lead to a substantial improvement in the State’s debt position over 
time.

- The housing of all the ‘wind down assets’ in one entity (NAMA) will result in just one 
wind-down vehicle.

The substantial benefits of this arrangement flow from the exchange of the Promissory Notes 
for far more efficient financing from the State’s perspective.

This Government is aware that this solution does not address other challenges in the Irish 
banking system.  However it was an important step in restoring the health of the Irish banking 
sector and confidence in the Irish economy.  We have been seeking and will continue to seek a 
comprehensive solution to the remaining structural and funding issues in our banking sector, in 
conjunction with our European partners.  We will continue to participate in the development of 
the ESM and the structuring of the Single Supervisory Mechanism to ensure that Ireland will 
benefit, on similar terms to other member states, from developments in this regard.

28/02/2013WRA00850Mortgage Resolution Processes

28/02/2013WRA0090012. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance his plans to tackle the 
one in four in mortgage distress here above and beyond what has already been announced. 
[10565/13]

28/02/2013WRA0100036. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Finance the further measures, if any, he 
proposes to take to force banks in which the Government owns shares to restructure or write 
down distressed mortgages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10632/13]

28/02/2013WRA01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 12 and 
36 together.  

I have spoken previously about the range of measures the Government has adopted to assist 
people who are experiencing mortgage difficulty.  These measures include

- The Personal Insolvency Act which is now in place.  The Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity is urgently putting in place the infrastructure to make the provisions of the Act operational 
shortly.

- The Minister for Housing and Planning has formally launched the “mortgage to rent” 
scheme on a nationwide basis.  This is a social housing response to the problem of mortgage 
distress.

- An extensive independent mortgage advice framework has now been put in place by the 
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Minister of Social Protection comprising (i) an enhanced website -  www.keepingyourhome.ie 
(ii) a Mortgage Arrears information helpline, and (iii) the provision of free independent ‘one-
to-one’ professional financial advice to borrowers when considering a long term forbearance/
resolution offer from their lender.  The list of accountants providing this service is located on 
the www.keepingyourhome.ie website.  

In addition, the Central Bank has over the past year had intensive engagement with all regu-
lated mortgage lenders on the development of mortgage arrears resolution strategies. The Cen-
tral Bank has informed me that in 2013, the Bank is focusing on the implementation of MARS 
by lenders and is specifically looking at the operational capability of lenders.   

The Central Bank has led on this issue and I support the Bank in this leadership role as it 
continues to actively engage with banks on this process, in particular, now that the process has 
reached implementation and roll out phase.  

The Deputy will also be aware that the Governor of the Central Bank recently stated that 
the banks are now much better staffed and organised to deal with mortgage arrears and that the 
Central Bank, as regulator, will now be setting targets for the effectiveness of achieving lasting 
solutions.  However, it will need to be demonstrated to the Central Bank that restructures put 
in place by all the mortgage lenders will be durable over the medium to longer term.  I expect 
the lenders, many of which now have also had significant leadership change, to respond to the 
challenge made by the Governor and to work with the Central Bank in the roll out of measures 
to assist their customers who are experiencing genuine and real mortgage distress.  Resolving 
unsustainable debt is in the best interests of both individuals and the wider economy.  This now 
needs to be progressed quickly, and the recent statement of the AIB CEO that his bank is deal-
ing with 2,000 distressed mortgages a month, and will address the bulk of the whole arrears 
book by the end of the year, is welcome.  

The Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears also remains a very important framework gov-
erning the relationship between mortgage borrowers and mortgage lenders and provides a num-
ber of important protections for a co-operating borrower who is in arrears or who is at risk of 
going into arrears on the mortgage secured on a primary home.  However, the Central Bank 
is currently conducting a review of the Code to take account of recent developments in the 
mortgage arrears landscape, the review will ensure that the Code continues to provide these 
protections and also facilitates effective communication and engagement regarding situations 
of mortgage difficulty.

With regard to the covered institutions, as Minister for Finance I must ensure that the bank 
is run on a commercial, cost effective and independent basis to ensure the value of the bank as 
an asset to the State, as per the Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies agreed with 
the EU Commission, the ECB and the IMF.  Relationship Frameworks have been put in place to 
govern the relationship between me, as Minister, and the banks in which I have a shareholding 
interest.  The Relationship Frameworks provide that the Boards and management of the covered 
banks have the responsibility for the operation and day to day decision making of the banks.  
This includes decisions they make on individual loans, as well as decisions on the management 
and resolution of loans in arrears, all of which are commercial matters for the individual banks.

Nevertheless, I can assure the Deputy that from an overall policy and financial stability per-
spective, my Department and the Central Bank are prioritising the mortgage arrears problem.  
The Government is proceeding on the basis of the recommendations of the ‘Keane Report’ 
committed to building on the progress made we are further intensifying its efforts to address the 
mortgage arrears problem.
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28/02/2013WRA01150Public Interest Directors Responsibilities

28/02/2013WRA0120013. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the role 
that the public interest directors in the pillar banks serve; and if so the purpose they serve. 
[10579/13]

28/02/2013WRA01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I have stated many times before, the 
primary duty and responsibility of the public interest directors as well as all the other directors 
is to ensure that the institution on whose board they serve is run properly and appropriately.  
They serve on many Bank committees as well as the Boards themselves and their breath of ex-
perience brings a deeper and wider knowledge base and understanding to all the Banks which 
they serve. 

Our stated policy is get the Banks fully functioning and run on a commercial, cost effective 
and independent basis to ensure the value of the banks as an asset to the State.  The public inter-
est directors have an essential role to play in assisting our aims.

Of course, the legal position is that any director appointed to the board of the covered insti-
tutions whether under the Credit Institutions (Financial Support) Scheme 2008 or otherwise is 
subject to the requirements of company law in relation to the discharge of their responsibilities 
as a company director.  As such, the director is legally bound to act in what he or she believes 
are the interests of the separate legal entity that is the institution itself. These are the directors 
so called fiduciary responsibilities.  To address the scope for actual and perceived conflicts 
between the fiduciary duties of the directors of financial institutions under company law and 
the wider public interest in circumstances where those institutions have received huge financial 
support from the State, legal clarity, not just to the role of the public interest director but to that 
of the entire boards of those institutions, was provided under Section 48 of the Credit Institu-
tions (Stabilisation) Act 2010.  It provides that the overriding duty of directors of the covered 
institutions relates to the public interest as set out in the Act. 

This recognises the fundamental role that all public interest directors serve.

     Question No.14 answered with Question No. 6.

28/02/2013WRB00250IBRC Liquidation

28/02/2013WRB0030015. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the implica-
tions of the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation for local suppliers of goods 
and services to the firm; the timetable he envisages for resolution of claims for payment by 
these firms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10600/13]

28/02/2013WRB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Normal Companies Acts’ priorities 
must apply throughout this liquidation process.  This means that the proceeds from the disposal 
of IBRC’s assets will be used to repay creditors in accordance with these priorities, and conse-
quently preferred creditors will be paid first and then the secured debt which NAMA will have 
purchased from the Central Bank will be paid.  If there are proceeds available after repayment 
in full of this debt, these proceeds will be applied to remaining unsecured creditors.   Amounts 
owing by IBRC to contractors, trade creditors and other service providers are unsecured debts.  
It is not yet clear whether IBRC will have sufficient assets to repay unsecured creditors in whole 
or in part.  The Special Liquidators have the power to come to arrangements with any creditor 
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that is considered crucial to maintaining value or vital in providing services for the day-to-day 
operations of IBRC.  Unless covered by the ELG scheme, bonds, guarantees or letters of credit 
rank equally with debts to contractors and other service providers as unsecured debt. Any credi-
tors who have queries in relation to their status should contact the Special Liquidators.

28/02/2013WRB00425Mortgage Resolution Processes

28/02/2013WRB0050016. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance if has considered the impact 
of Irish Banking Federation’s protocol of 31 January 2013 on the credit union movement. 
[10569/13]

28/02/2013WRB0060049. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Finance if he has had contact with the 
Governor of the Central Bank on the issue of the Irish Banking Federation’s protocol of 31Janu-
ary 2013; and his views on whether the protocol will contribute to the ending of the mortgage 
crisis. [10568/13]

28/02/2013WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 16 and 
49 together.

While I note the launch of an IBF protocol on unsecured debt, this was solely an initiative 
of the IBF and neither I nor my Department had an involvement in the initiative.

Initiatives such as the IBF protocol can assist in encouraging and facilitating creditors and 
debtors to engage with one another in an open, constructive manner to address debt arrears and 
genuine debt difficulty. This can resolve positions of over indebtedness in a way that is as fair 
as possible to both the debtor and creditors and could be a beneficial voluntary addition to the 
broader debt resolution framework.

The Deputy is aware of the mortgage arrears problem and he will also appreciate that the 
credit union sector is also under financial stress and continues to face significant business chal-
lenges. The level of arrears in the credit union sector is also significant. Average credit union 
sector arrears were reported at 20.1% as at 31 December 2012. The Central Bank has informed 
me that it believes that changes in the operating environment, including the personal insolvency 
regime, could have a significant impact on credit unions. 

In view of this, the Central Bank has written to credit unions to ensure that they fully as-
sess a member’s ability to service all debts before advancing any new credit or top up credit 
facilities, especially where the borrower is in arrears on their mortgage or is in a non-permanent 
forbearance arrangement.  Additionally the Central Bank has also invited banking and credit 
union representatives to a meeting next week to discuss the creation of a workable burden shar-
ing agreement between secured and unsecured lenders.

It is important, however, to point out that any voluntary initiative or bilateral approach can 
only be successful if all parties are in agreement.  Where this does not arise, it is necessary to 
have an effective statutory insolvency process.  Therefore voluntary initiatives, while welcome, 
do not remove the need for the insolvency reforms as provided for in the recent Personal In-
solvency Act.  As the Deputy is aware, under the legislation, insolvent debtors can, through the 
personal insolvency practitioner, formally make a Debt Settlement Arrangement or a Personal 
Insolvency Arrangement proposal to their creditors, which may include credit unions and mort-
gage lenders as appropriate.  These arrangements represent an efficient framework whereby all 
the relevant creditors can engage with and consider a proposal from the debtor to deal with their 
insolvent circumstances short of the full judicial bankruptcy process.
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28/02/2013WRB00750NAMA Property Sales

28/02/2013WRB0080017. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the plans the National As-
set Management Agency has to accelerate the roll-out of its 80:20 deferred payment initiative; 
if NAMA believes it will suffer a loss in respect of the sales undertaken to date as part of the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10614/13]

28/02/2013WRB00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that, although 
its exposure to residential property in Ireland is limited, it has sought to instigate some market 
activity through the introduction of a deferred payment initiative, which offers downside price 
protection for a period of up to five years to buyers.  The initiative, which is referred to as the 
80/20 Deferred Payment Initiative, was formally launched in October, after an earlier pilot 
scheme, in respect of an initial 295 houses in 12 counties nationally. NAMA advises that to 
date sales have been agreed on 115 of these properties with an aggregate value in excess of €20 
million.  In the past week the NAMA Chairman in a public address stated that, based on the 
interest to date, NAMA may shortly announce a further increase in the number of properties 
included in the initiative.  NAMA has previously indicated that the initiative will be extended 
on a phased basis up to a maximum of 750 properties.  Under the initiative, home buyers pay 
80% of the property’s value upfront.  The remaining amount, up to 20% of the property’s value, 
will be paid in five years by the mortgage provider on behalf of the home buyer directly to 
NAMA.  This will be calculated based on an independent assessment of the property’s value at 
that time. Example scenarios are set out on NAMA’s website, http://www.nama.ie/about-our-
work/deferred-payment-initiative/.  

As the initiative offers the buyer protection from the risk of further house price declines for 
the first five years of the mortgage, it is not possible at this stage to estimate the potential loss, 
if any, to NAMA arising from this initiative.  However, NAMA advises that any potential future 
loss is more than offset by the generation of transactions, and therefore the monetisation of 
NAMA residential property, under the initiative that might not otherwise take place in today’s 
market place and by the wider benefit for the property market and the economy from increased 
transitional activity in the market.  NAMA considers that part of its objective is to contribute in 
a tangible way to sustainable recovery in the Irish property market and by extension the wider 
Irish economy.

28/02/2013WRB00950Banks Recapitalisation

28/02/2013WRB0100018. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that the projected 
worst case scenario of losses in PCAR 2011 for the covered banks of €9 billion on their mort-
gage books over the period 2011-13 will not arise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10620/13]

28/02/2013WRB01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Irish 
banks were required to raise €24bn in capital following the 2011 Prudential Capital Assessment 
Review (PCAR) in order to remain above a minimum capital target of 10.5% Core Tier 1 in the 
base scenario and 6% Core Tier 1 in the stress Scenario.  The Central Bank made its decision on 
required recapitalisation based on loan-loss projections along with further calculations concern-
ing the prospective income, expenditure, and deleveraging plans of the banks as outlined in the 
2011 Financial Measures Programme (FMP) Report. 

In order to arrive at a stressed loan-loss estimate that was fully credible to the international 
markets, the Central Bank engaged BlackRock Solutions, a specialist in analysing potential 
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loan losses under stressed conditions. However I must again reiterate that the stress test sce-
narios were designed to represent extreme albeit plausible events, but they were not forecasts. 

The Central Bank is responsible for monitoring such losses and capital at the banks and 
tracking their progress against PCAR 2011. I understand that they are due to publish such a 
report tracking this in the near future, which should provide answers to the type of question you 
have posed.

28/02/2013WRB01150NAMA Debtors

28/02/2013WRB0120019. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the treatment of 
developers at the National Asset Management Agency, following reports that certain develop-
ers with substantial loans in NAMA continue to enjoy lavish lifestyles; and his views on the 
€200,000 NAMA allowance certain developers enjoy. [10571/13]

28/02/2013WRB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It is unclear what reports the Deputy is 
referring to.   As has been previously advised to the House, NAMA seeks to ensure that income 
generated by assets securing NAMA loans is applied towards repaying a debtor’s indebtedness 
to NAMA. In certain circumstances, debtors are allowed to retain a portion of asset income in 
lieu of overheads which include staff costs.  NAMA also seeks to obtain charges over a debtor’s 
unencumbered assets and to realise such assets so as to further reduce indebtedness.  Clearly, 
however, NAMA has no control over the application of income generated by assets securing 
loans which have been advanced to debtors by other financial institutions.  

The Deputy will be aware that where the evidence available to NAMA is that a debtor has 
failed, as part of a sworn statement of affairs, to disclose all his assets, he will be faced with 
very serious consequences.  NAMA has made it clear that it will not work with debtors who fail 
to co-operate fully and openly with it. NAMA will also pursue through the courts debtors who 
fail to co-operate with it in terms of agreeing to the reversal of asset transfers or to the granting 
of legal charges over unencumbered assets.

28/02/2013WRB01350State Banking Sector Regulation

28/02/2013WRB0140020. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance his views on news reports that 
Independent News and Media may have some of its debts written down by State-supported 
banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10626/13]

28/02/2013WRB01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The write-down of any debt is a com-
mercial matter for the management and the Board of the Institutions. As the Deputy will be 
aware the Relationship Frameworks we have in place provide that the State will not intervene 
in the day-to-day operations of the covered banks or their management decisions.  These frame-
works are published on the Department of Finance website at http://banking.finance.gov.ie/
presentations-and-latest-documents/.

28/02/2013WRB01550Stock Markets Regulation

28/02/2013WRB0160021. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the steps being taken to regu-
late food securities trading on the stock market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10491/13]
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28/02/2013WRB01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Food securities trading form part of 
the regulation of derivatives. This can be divided into OTC (over-the-counter) derivatives and 
derivatives traded on exchanges. The regulation of both types of derivatives features in formal 
proposals by the EU Commission.   OTC derivatives are now regulated by the European Mar-
kets Infrastructure Regulation (EMIR). This EU Regulation, which is directly applicable in all 
Member States, entered into force on 16 August 2012.

In relation to derivatives traded on exchanges, the existing regulatory regime which comes 
from the 2004 EU Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID) is currently being re-
viewed at EU level. The negotiations on the MiFID review (‘MiFID 2’ and ‘MiFIR’) are still 
underway in the Council of the EU and the European Parliament. The trading of derivatives is 
part of this agenda.

EMIR and MiFID 2/MiFIR combined are expected to result in a tighter regime for all de-
rivatives, including food securities, whether traded OTC or through exchanges. The measures 
are intended to keep pace with trends in derivatives trading, and in line with G20 commitments.

The Central Bank of Ireland is the competent authority in this country for the purposes of 
derivatives legislation.

28/02/2013WRC00150Budget 2014 Issues

28/02/2013WRC0020022. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance when, in view of the revised 
arrangements in respect of the promissory notes, he expects to be in a position to update the 
planned budgetary adjustment in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10606/13]

28/02/2013WRC0030043. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Finance if, following the recent Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation-promissory note deal, it is his intention to pass on the benefit of the 
claimed €1 billion in savings in the form of a less severe budget adjustment in budget 2014; 
if so, if he will quantify the amount of any such new adjustment target; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10631/13]

28/02/2013WRC0040059. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if, following the recent 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation-promissory note deal, it is his intention to pass on the benefit 
of the claims that €1 billion in savings in the form of a less severe budget adjustment in budget 
2014; if so, if he will quantify the amount of any such new adjustment target; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10630/13]

28/02/2013WRC00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 22, 43 
and 59 together.

As I have stated in recent days, it is important to note that some aspects of the promissory 
note deal are yet to be finalised.  For example, the liquidator is in the process of overseeing a 
valuation and sales process for the assets of IBRC, while the final payments made under the 
ELG Scheme have not yet been determined.

Nevertheless, as referred to by the Deputy, simulations ran by my Department estimate that 
the General Government deficit will improve by approximately €1 billion per annum over the 
coming years, which will bring us €1 billion closer to attaining our 3% deficit target by 2015. 
However, this has to be seen in the light of the estimated General Government deficits of €8.9bn 
and €5.3bn in 2014 and 2015 respectively, as per Budget 2013.

While this agreement is a significant step forward in restoring sustainability to our public 
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finances, this Government is well aware that there remains a considerable gap between what 
we get in revenue and what we spend. This situation is not sustainable over the longer term. In 
addition to the requirements to bring our deficit to under 3% of GDP by 2015 as per the EDP, 
it makes sense that we bring balance back to the public finances and stabilise and reduce our 
debt burden.  

As we are only two months into the year, I will not be drawn into speculation on the com-
position of the next Budget and the impact that this deal will have on it.  There are a lot of other 
moving parts to be considered such as economic growth, tax take and expenditure performance.  
All of the above, including the impact of the promissory note deal, will form the basis of Gov-
ernment decisions regarding the Budget.

28/02/2013WRC00550Public Interest Directors Issues

28/02/2013WRC0060023. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Finance if he has had discussions with the 
public interest directors in Bank of Ireland in relation to the action that is needed to close the 
deficit on the company’s pension fund; if he will insist that this is done in a way that protects the 
State’s investment in Bank of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10595/13]

28/02/2013WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I met with the Bank of Ireland Board, 
including the public interest directors in January 2013 however the topic referred to was not on 
the agenda.    I believe that Bank of Ireland only recently announced their intention to enter into 
discussions regarding the deficit in its pension scheme and I support the management’s inten-
tion to deal with this issue.

Officials from my Department meet with representatives of the bank on a regular basis – 
including a monthly management meeting and are kept up to date with the banks proposals to 
progress their discussions to a solution. 

28/02/2013WRC00750European Stability Programmes

28/02/2013WRC0080024. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Finance the implications for the budgetary 
process here following the agreement between the EU’s Council of Ministers and the European 
Parliament in respect of the two pack regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10609/13]

28/02/2013WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Irish Presidency of the Council of 
the EU has secured agreement, on behalf of euro area member countries, with the European 
Parliament and the European Commission, on two proposed regulations - the “two-pack”. One 
of the proposals is on the monitoring and assessment of draft budgetary plans and on ensuring 
the correction of excessive deficits. The other is on the strengthening of economic and budget-
ary surveillance and sets out explicit rules for enhanced surveillance of countries experiencing 
or threatened with financial difficulties. The agreement reached on February 20th will have 
to be approved by member countries and the European Parliament. The “two-pack” will be a 
significant and welcome enhancement of the euro area’s economic governance regime. It is, to 
a great extent, a natural extension of the measures contained in the ‘six-pack’ which was intro-
duced on 13 December, 2011. The ‘six-pack’ - comprising five regulations and one directive 
- was designed to reform and strengthen fiscal surveillance under the Stability and Growth Pact   
and to introduce new macroeconomic surveillance. 

The ‘two-pack’, which will be applicable to euro area member countries only, has several 
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direct implications for the existing budgetary process.  The key ones are: Member States will 
be required to produce a medium-term fiscal plan by the end of April each year; the draft bud-
get for central government and the main parameters of the draft budgets for all the other sub-
sectors of the general government must be published by the 15th of October each year; both the 
medium-term fiscal plan and the draft budget must be based on independent macroeconomic 
forecasts which are defined as forecasts produced or endorsed by independent bodies; and the 
budget for the central government must be adopted or fixed upon and published by the 31st of 
December each year.

The potential impact of these provisions on the budgetary timeline and the budgetary pro-
cess are being considered and discussed by my Department and the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform.  Other relevant Departments, such as the Department of Environment, 
Community and Local Government in relation to the local government sub-sector of general 
government, are also being consulted.  When this process is completed in the near future, the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and I will be bring a Memorandum to Government setting out 
our proposals to meet the requirements I set out above. 

In the context of the Medium-Term Fiscal Plan published in November 2012, reference was 
made to the two-pack proposals.  The key point made in that publication, which still stands, is 
that much of the existing budgetary process, which normally is completed in the first week of 
December, will have to be finalised much earlier. 

28/02/2013WRC00950Credit Availability

28/02/2013WRC0100025. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance his views that there is a lack 
of competition in the banking sector here in the context of lending to small and medium enter-
prises; his further views on the way this can be addressed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10602/13]

28/02/2013WRC01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am aware of the comments made by 
the Credit Reviewer in his appearance before the Joint Committee on Finance and Public Ex-
penditure and Reform. I would accept his view that having only three main banks lending to 
the SME sector is not an ideal situation. The Government has taken a number of actions, par-
ticularly where SMEs have been refused credit, to improve the situation in relation to credit 
availability to SMEs.  The Temporary Partial Credit Guarantee scheme addresses the situation 
where the SME is outside the risk appetite of the banks. This can arise because the SME’s lack 
of collateral or the banks’ lack of understanding of the business model, the market, the sector 
or the technology. The three main SME lenders are all participating in the Guarantee scheme. 

The Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme will provide loans of up to €25k to start-up, newly 
established, or growing microenterprises employing less than 10 people, who have commer-
cially viable proposals that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by banks. 

The funds, recently announced by the NPRF which will make €850m available for invest-
ment in Irish SME sector, should also be of assistance. In addition, the NPRF is also currently 
reviewing additional SME fund opportunities that would complement these funds, with the 
objective that the eventual suite of funds would have the capacity to invest across the full spec-
trum of SME financing needs.

Ultimately, it is the many actions which this Government is taking to normalise the Irish 
banking sector such as the cessation of the Eligible Liabilities Guarantee Scheme together with 
the recovery of the economy which will attract new participants to lend in the SME sector. 
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28/02/2013WRC01150Mortgage Arrears Rate

28/02/2013WRC0120026. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he considers there is a 
need for a review of the code of conduct on mortgage arrears. [10582/13]

28/02/2013WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank that they have already publicly committed to reviewing the Code of Conduct on Mort-
gage Arrears during 2013.   This review will include a public consultation period.  Details of 
the arrangements for the consultation will appear shortly on the Central Bank’s website - www.
centralbank.ie.

28/02/2013WRC01350Public Sector Staff Issues

28/02/2013WRC0140027. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance when the programme 
for Government’s commitment to introduce a two-year cooling-off period for workers leaving 
the Civil Service to join the private sector will be implemented; and if National Treasury Man-
agement Agency staff will be included in any such period. [10585/13]

28/02/2013WRC01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty relating to the requirements applying to senior civil servants taking up employment outside 
of the Civil Service in the circumstances set out in the Deputy’s question, can be found in sec-
tion 20 the Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour which is available at the Standards 
in Public Office Commission’s website ( www.sipo.ie.).  Civil servants who hold positions 
which are “designated positions” for the purposes of the Ethics Acts are prohibited, within 
twelve months of resigning or retiring from the service, from accepting an offer of appoint-
ment from an employer outside the Civil Service or an engagement in a particular consultancy 
project, without first obtaining approval, from the Outside Appointments Board  in the case of 
officers at and above Assistant Secretary level or the appropriate Secretary-General/Head of 
Office otherwise. This would apply where the nature and terms of such appointment or engage-
ment could lead to a conflict of interest.  

Applications are considered by the Outside Appointments Board on the basis of determining 
whether or not a clear conflict of interest exists.  The Board can either approve the take-up of 
an appointment, the acceptance of an engagement, attach conditions or recommend against the 
appointment.  The composition, operation and reporting arrangements for the Board are set out 
in section 21 of the Code. 

Officers must also continue to observe the restrictions imposed by the Official Secrets Act 
1963. Departments and Offices are required under the Code to monitor the acceptance of out-
side appointments by civil servants and former civil servants.  

I understand that the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has made significant prog-
ress in developing proposals for the regulation of lobbying in relation to the commitment in-
cluded in the Programme for Government referred to in the Deputy’s question.  The consultation 
process undertaken on this commitment was based on the OECD Principles for Transparency 
and Integrity in lobbying which recommend that it may be necessary to impose a ‘cooling-off’ 
period that temporarily restricts former public officials from lobbying their past organisations. 
The proposals in this area - which draw on the Outside Appointments Board model applying to 
senior civil servants - will be published following consideration by Government as part of the 
General Scheme of a Regulation of Lobbying Bill. 

The relevant OECD principles also highlight the requirement for countries to consider es-
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tablishing restrictions for public officials leaving office to address other potential conflict of 
interest situations that could arise.  It is planned that these other elements of the Programme 
for Government commitment which also arise from the recommendations contained in the final 
report of the Mahon Tribunal will be addressed through the proposed reform of the legislative 
framework for ethics which is currently underway.         

I am informed by the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) that its capacity 
to successfully perform its commercial market-facing functions is critically dependent on its 
ability to attract employees with specialist skills from the private sector, including at middle 
and senior management level.  In considering this issue it is important not to compromise the 
NTMA’s ability to attract such employees. Mobility with the private sector is a crucial com-
ponent of the NTMA business model. Indeed, NTMA staff assigned to NAMA is recruited on 
the basis of specified purpose contracts which will cease when NAMA no longer requires their 
particular function. 

NTMA employees have notice periods of one or three months and 6 months in the case of 
the Chief Executive.  All NTMA employees are subject to section 14 of the National Treasury 
Management Agency Act, 1990 which prohibits an employee from disclosing any information 
obtained while carrying out their duties as employees of the NTMA. NTMA employees are also 
subject to the Official Secrets Act. Contravention of the NTMA Act and the Official Secrets Act 
is a criminal offence and the prohibition on disclosing confidential information applies indefi-
nitely and extends to former employees.

I understand the NTMA Chief Executive is currently reviewing NTMA policy in this area.

28/02/2013WRC01550Insurance Industry Issues

28/02/2013WRC0160028. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance his views regarding the competi-
tion implications in the life and pensions sector of the sale of Irish Life to Great-West Lifeco; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10598/13]

28/02/2013WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that the Com-
petition Directorate of the European Commission will consider this transaction and their ap-
proval is required in order to complete the transaction. Without wishing to prejudge the matters 
under consideration it is my expectation that such approval will be granted and that the transac-
tion will complete.  In a more general sense I believe that the financial strength of Great-West 
Lifeco will be of great benefit to the life insurance and asset management markets in Ireland and 
will provide great comfort to the policyholders and customers of Irish Life.

28/02/2013WRC01750Government Bonds

28/02/2013WRC0180029. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if EUROSTAT has indicated 
that it is considering including bonds issued by the National Asset Management Agency in the 
calculation of Ireland’s general Government debt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10622/13]

28/02/2013WRC01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The NAMA SPV, National Asset Man-
agement Agency Investment Limited (NAMAIL) was established to facilitate the participation 
of private investors in NAMA. 51 per cent of the shares of NAMAIL are held by three private 
investors, and as a consequence NAMAIL is classified as outside of government for the calcula-
tion of general government debt.
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28/02/2013WRD00138Sale of State Assets

28/02/2013WRD0020030. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if he has sought assurances that 
employment levels at Irish Life will be protected following its sale to Great-West Lifeco; if an 
understanding has been reached that there will not be any compulsory redundancies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10596/13]

28/02/2013WRD00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can inform the Deputy that following 
completion of the sale to Great-West Lifeco that all decisions on employment levels at Irish 
Life will be a matter for Great-West Lifeco. The Government will, as the Deputy would expect, 
have no role in any of these decisions.  Allen Loney, the CEO of Great-West Lifeco has stated 
that any job losses that would occur following the acquisition of Irish Life would be on a volun-
tary basis, that no compulsory redundancies are envisaged and that all staff will be treated fairly. 
I was particularly taken with Mr. Loney’s comments at the press conference on 19 February 
2013 that the company was in Ireland to “create jobs, not to destroy jobs”.

28/02/2013WRD00350Economic Growth Rate

28/02/2013WRD0040031. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he can 
foresee an improvement in economic growth over the next two years with particular reference 
to the need to use such growth as a means of reducing debt to GDP ratios and keeping in mind 
the need for continued reduction in the current budget deficit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10590/13]

28/02/2013WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department published its latest eco-
nomic and fiscal outlook at budget time on 5 December 2012.  At that time, GDP was forecast to 
grow by 1.5 per cent in real terms this year, with growth of 2.5 per cent projected for next year.  
As the Deputy will be aware, the fiscal projections outlined in Budget 2013 point to a steady 
improvement in the General Government deficit over the coming years.  Annual deficit limits, 
as set by the ECOFIN Council in December 2010 will be achieved and the deficit is projected to 
be below 3 per cent of GDP by 2015.  The Budgetary projections assumed that the debt-to-GDP 
ratio would peak this year and fall from next year.

The Government’s focus is on stabilising the General Government debt to GDP ratio and 
beginning the process of reducing it to a lower, safer level over time. Indeed, I would point out 
that recent financial asset sales - namely contingent convertible capital in Bank of Ireland and 
Irish Life - will, with all other things being equal, have a favourable impact on General Govern-
ment Debt this year.

Revised macro-economic and budgetary projections will be published in the Stability Pro-
gramme Update in April.  At this stage, I would stress that we remain on track on the fiscal front 
both in terms of reducing the deficit and putting the debt ratio on a declining path.

28/02/2013WRD00550Corporation Tax

28/02/2013WRD0060032. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if, given EUROSTAT 
figures that put Ireland’s implicit tax rate at 6.8%, he will consider establishing a minimum 
effective corporation tax rate of 12.5% on the full amount of corporation pre-tax profits; if he 
will provide figures or projections on what such a minimum effective rate would yield in extra 



28 February 2013

765

revenue to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10628/13]

28/02/2013WRD0070044. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Finance if, given EUROSTAT figures that 
put Ireland’s implicit tax rate at 6.8%, he will consider establishing a minimum effective cor-
poration tax rate of 12.5% on the full amount of corporation pre-tax profits; if he will provide 
figures or projections on what such a minimum effective rate would yield in extra revenue to 
the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10629/13]

28/02/2013WRD00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 32 and 
44 together.

In a number of answers to previous Parliamentary Questions on this issue I have repeatedly 
advised that there is no agreed international methodology for calculating the ‘effective rate’ of 
corporation tax.  With that in mind, I am unsure as to the premise of the Deputies’ questions 
which seems to imply that Ireland has an ‘effective rate’ that is significantly lower than our 
12.5% rate.

I would reiterate that companies in Ireland pay the standard 12.5% rate on their profits 
which are generated in Ireland.  A higher 25% rate applies in respect of investment, rental and 
other non-trading profits and profits from certain petroleum, mining or land dealing activities.

Unlike some other countries who have a high headline rate of corporation tax but also have 
a significant number of reliefs, the approach in Ireland is transparent.  Our policy in relation to 
the corporation tax rate in Ireland is clear: we have a relatively low headline rate of corporation 
tax which is applied to a broad base.  There are only a small number of targeted incentives in 
Ireland.  Such reliefs include, for example, the R&D tax credit and the 3 year exemption from 
corporation tax for start-up companies.  These few reliefs are tightly focussed: firstly on the 
creation of additional employment as is consistent with current Government policy, and sec-
ondly on areas of innovation with a view to generating high value-added economic activity in 
the country.

Specifically in relation to the Eurostat figure referred to in the Deputies’ questions, I under-
stand that this figure is based on national accounts data and the report itself highlights that the 
tax base derived from national accounts data does not correspond to the actual or legal tax base 
used in computing tax liabilities.

In answer to previous Parliamentary Questions on this subject, I referred to an estimate from 
a report produced by the World Bank and PricewaterhouseCoopers which put the effective rate 
in Ireland at 11.9% (Paying Taxes, 2013).  This comparative report looked at 183 countries and 
calculated the effective rate based on the tax obligations of a standardised company operating 
in each country, using standard assumptions regarding exemptions, deductions and allowances.  
I also referred to a study by the European Commission (Taxation Trends in the EU 2011), which 
indicates Ireland has an effective corporate tax rate which is close to or indeed higher than the 
statutory 12.5% rate (this is likely because of the 25% rate that applies generally to non-trading 
income).

I have been clear that my Department does not take ownership of these reports, but rather 
have quoted them to give the Deputy an example of the differences that exist in comparative 
studies on effective tax rates, depending on how the rate is calculated or who carries out the 
calculation.  Given the absence of an agreed definition and the fact that certain of the estimates 
appear to show Ireland as having an effective rate of tax even higher than the headline rate of 
12.5% - it is not possible to provide projections on what a minimum ‘effective rate’ would yield.
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28/02/2013WRD00850Tax Collection

28/02/2013WRD0090033. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
paid the domicile levy in 2012; the sum collected under the levy in the same period; the num-
ber of persons who are declared non-resident for tax purposes; the number of these who would 
qualify for the domicile levy in 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10496/13]

28/02/2013WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the Domicile Levy returns and payments for the tax year 2011 were due to be filed 
on 31 October 2012, or 15 November 2012 for persons who file their income tax returns using 
the Revenue Online System (ROS).  In all, 11 persons submitted returns declaring a liability in 
respect of the Domicile Levy for the tax year 2011 and these persons paid a total of €1,719,768. 
Of these 11 persons, seven have declared they were non-resident in Ireland for tax purposes for 
the tax year 2011.   I am further informed by the Revenue Commissioners that for 2011, the last 
year for which figures are available, 11,317 persons filed Income Tax returns that indicated that 
they were non-resident for Income Tax purposes.  As these figures relate to the tax year 2011, 
it is not possible to say how many of these persons may have a liability to domicile levy for the 
tax year 2012. Domicile Levy returns in relation to the tax year 2012 are due to be filed on 31 
October 2013.

28/02/2013WRD01050EU Directives

28/02/2013WRD0110034. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impli-
cations for Ireland of the imposition of a financial transaction tax in 12 EU countries; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10612/13]

28/02/2013WRD01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A formal European Commission pro-
posal for a Directive implementing, via enhanced cooperation, a financial transactions tax 
(FTT) was issued on 14 February 2013.  An economic impact assessment was published at the 
time of the original Commission proposal in September 2011. The Commission has concluded 
that a revised impact assessment is not warranted in connection with the current proposal but 
they have published a paper which provides additional information which should be considered 
in conjunction with the original impact assessment.

All 27 EU Member States are participating in the working party meetings on the FTT, cur-
rently under the chair of the Irish presidency, which is examining the proposal in detail, includ-
ing the potential impact of the proposal for those countries that will not be participating in the 
tax.

Eleven Member States have agreed to move ahead with the introduction of an FTT in some 
form and only these Member States, participating in enhanced cooperation, will have the right 
to vote on the proposal.

The first working party meeting on the FTT took place on the 21 February 2013. At this ear-
ly stage of discussions, it is not possible to estimate the impact for Ireland, or indeed for other 
non-participating Member States, of the introduction of an FTT in the 11 participating Member 
States, given that it is not yet clear what form this tax might eventually take.

I can assure the Deputy that my officials will be raising any concerns that may arise as the 
proposal develops with a view to ensuring that any potential negative implications for Ireland 
from the proposal are given due consideration by the participating Member States.
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28/02/2013WRD01250Mortgage Interest Relief Extension

28/02/2013WRD0130035. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider review-
ing the recent decision on mortgage interest relief in the budget and allow persons to claim the 
relief on the whole of their mortgage, as long as they started drawing down the mortgage; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10514/13]

28/02/2013WRD01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I will consider this matter as part of my 
deliberations in relation to potential amendments to the Finance Bill as it progresses through 
the Oireachtas.

Question No. 36 answered with Question No. 12.

28/02/2013WRD01550NAMA Operations

28/02/2013WRD0160037. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency has adequate resources to support its efforts to gain security over assets controlled 
by its debtors that were not secured at the time when loans were transferred to the agency 
from the banks and where these assets were subsequently transferred to family members of the 
debtor; the amount of the €750 million secured by reversal of asset transfers has been achieved 
by voluntary agreement with developers; his views on whether legislative change is needed 
in this area to secure the interests of the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10604/13]

28/02/2013WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA’s significant record of achieve-
ment in this area indicates that it has adequate resources and has fully utilised these resources 
to support its efforts to gain additional security for its debtors’ loans.  NAMA advises that, to 
ensure that debtors repay their debt to their full capacity, it requires, inter alia, that they provide 
security over unencumbered assets not previously pledged as loan security, where such assets 
exist, and the reversal of asset transfers to relatives and others, where they have occurred.

NAMA advises that, in this way, since inception to date it has obtained charges over addi-
tional security with an aggregate value of approximately €642 million, and that it is in the pro-
cess of taking security over further assets identified in the course of its intensive engagements 
with debtors.  In the past week, the NAMA Chairman publicly stated that the Agency expects, 
after all negotiations have completed, to obtain about €750 million by taking charges over 
previously unencumbered assets and by reversing assets transfers by certain debtors.  NAMA 
advises that the realised proceeds from these sources will be used to pay down debts owed to 
the taxpayer.  These assets have been identified in a number of ways, including through the 
valuation and business review process and through searches of assets undeclared by debtors by 
NAMA’s dedicated asset search team.

As part of the business plan process, a sworn statement of affairs was requested from per-
sonal debtors and guarantors, including details of any unencumbered assets which might be 
available to support repayment capacity and of any transfers of assets in recent years by debtors 
to relatives and associates.  In completing that statement of affairs, debtors were reminded that 
the provision of false or inaccurate information to NAMA is a criminal offence, under Section 
7 of the NAMA Act.

As previously advised to this House, NAMA has referred two formal complaints to the 
Garda Bureau of Fraud investigation arising from a possible failure by debtors to fully disclose 
their assets and liabilities in their statement of affairs to the Agency.  NAMA has also initiated 
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cases in the Irish and English High Courts and in the US Courts for the reversal of asset trans-
fers, including residential property, shares and other assets.  €750 million in additional security 
represents significant further protection for the Irish taxpayer and underlines the determination 
with which NAMA has approached this area of its work.

28/02/2013WRE00125Mortgage Interest Rates Issues

28/02/2013WRE0020038. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if, in view of the State sup-
port afforded to Allied Irish Bank to date, the spiralling mortgage arrears crisis and the link 
between high mortgage rates and the level of arrears, he will engage with AIB regarding its 
intention of increasing its standard variable rate for residential mortgage customers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10593/13]

28/02/2013WRE00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The setting of rates is a commercial 
matter for the management and the Board of the Institutions. As the Deputy will be aware the 
Relationship Framework with the bank provide that the State will not intervene in the day-to-
day operations of the bank or their management decisions.  However I understand that the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland pays attention to such matters and would no doubt be concerned if banks 
were exacerbating their arrears problem and as such impairing their on-going viability, from 
such actions.  These frameworks are published on the Department of Finance website at http://
banking.finance.gov.ie/presentations-and-latest-documents/.

28/02/2013WRE00350Property Taxation Application

28/02/2013WRE0040039. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Finance if he has carried out an im-
pact assessment on the potential effect on the numbers in mortgage distress if local property tax 
is introduced. [10566/13]

28/02/2013WRE0050042. Deputy John Halligan asked the Minister for Finance if he has done any analysis on the 
projected impact on consumer spending and the current mortgage crisis of his plans to introduce 
the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10633/13]

28/02/2013WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 39 and 
42 together. 

The Government has considered the impact of the Local Property Tax (LPT) on those in 
mortgage distress. In designing the LPT the Thornhill Group acknowledged that in current 
circumstances an additional case should be made to target assistance on owner occupiers suf-
fering severe financial stress as a result of housing mortgage commitments undertaken during 
the housing boom period, aggravated in some cases by reductions in income. The Group rec-
ommended increased deferral thresholds in cases where the mortgage was taken out between 1 
January 2004 and 31 December 2008. 

The Government accepted the Thornhill Group’s recommendation but decided not to limit 
the increased thresholds to those who purchased properties during a particular time period.  
Therefore, an increased income threshold applies in the case of properties occupied as a sole 
or main residence and subject to a mortgage.  In such cases, the gross income thresholds may 
be increased by 80% of the mortgage interest payments.  A deferral option in qualifying cases 
in this regard will apply until the end of 2017 and will assist individuals currently in mortgage 
distress. Where a liable person no longer satisfies the necessary conditions, amounts deferred 
prior to the date on which eligibility ceased may continue to be deferred. Interest of 4% per 
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annum will apply to any amounts deferred. Liable persons may also qualify for a 50% deferral 
of local property tax where gross income does not exceed €10,000 over the increased deferral 
thresholds.

The Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 provides that a person who has 
entered into an insolvency arrangement - i.e. a Debt Settlement Arrangement or a Personal In-
solvency Arrangement under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 - may qualify for a deferral of 
the LPT that falls due for payment by that person during the period for which the insolvency 
arrangement is in effect where a valid claim is made to the Revenue Commissioners.

Subject to the enactment of the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 fur-
ther new measures will provide for the possibility of a deferral for liable persons who cannot 
without excessive hardship pay local property tax when it becomes payable, as a consequence 
of a significant and unexpected financial loss or expense (subject to the application for a defer-
ral from the liable person to the Revenue Commissioners, in line with Revenue guidelines to be 
published, and notification from the Revenue that a deferral is allowed).

In relation to consumer spending, the main parameters of the Government’s multi-year fis-
cal plan have been set out in broad terms since Stability Programme Update (SPU) 2011, pub-
lished in April of that year, just after the Government came into office.  Budget 2013 then set 
out the quantum to be raised from an LPT on the revenue side. However it must be borne in 
mind that since SPU 2011, the impact of revenue measures on GDP in the 2012-15 period had 
already been factored into growth forecasts, through the fiscal multiplier effect on private con-
sumption. 

28/02/2013WRE00625IBRC Staff

28/02/2013WRE0070040. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff at Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation that have been re-hired and the number of those re-hired who 
earn less than €100,000, between €100,000 and €200,000, between €200,000 and €300,000, 
between €300,000 and €400,000 and those who earn more than €400,000. [10561/13]

28/02/2013WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed that on the appointment 
of the Special Liquidator, 809 employee contracts were terminated in the Republic of Ireland. 
802 employees were re-hired by the Special Liquidators on short term contracts to assist with 
the liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited.  The Special Liquidators con-
firmed to the employees (by letter dated 7 February 2013) that their “salary and frequency and 
method of salary payments” will apply at the same level that was in operation immediately prior 
to the appointment of the Special Liquidators.

With regard to salaries in the IBRC, as the Deputy will be aware officials in my Department 
and Mercer have been working on a remuneration review of the covered banks. I have commit-
ted to publishing the details underpinning the review in view of the public interest in the matter.  
The report will provide a comprehensive and professional analysis of remuneration structures 
and levels across the covered banks both now and before the onset of the banking crisis.  The 
report is expected shortly.

28/02/2013WRE00850IBRC Liquidation

28/02/2013WRE0090041. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has carried out any as-
sessment on the economic impact of the sale of the bonds which replaced the promissory notes 
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by the Central Bank at an earlier date than predicted by his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10560/13]

28/02/2013WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government bonds are now held 
by the Central Bank of Ireland following the liquidation of IBRC.  Eight new Floating Rate 
Treasury Bonds have been issued to discharge the Promissory Notes liability consisting of: a 25 
year bond of €2bn maturing in 2038 with an interest rate of 6-month Euribor plus a margin of 
2.50%; a 28 year bond of €2bn maturing in 2041 with an interest rate of 6-month Euribor plus 
a margin of 2.53%; a 30 year bond of €2bn maturing in 2043 with an interest rate of 6-month 
Euribor plus a margin of 2.57%; a 32 year bond of €3bn maturing in 2045 with an interest rate 
of 6-month Euribor plus a margin of 2.60%; a 34 year bond of €3bn maturing in 2047 with an 
interest rate  of 6-month Euribor plus a margin of 2.62%; a 36 year bond of €3bn maturing in 
2049 with an interest rate of 6-month Euribor plus a margin of 2.65%; a 38 year bond of €5bn 
maturing in 2051 with an interest rate of 6-month Euribor plus a margin of 2.67%; and a 40 year 
bond of €5bn maturing in 2053 with an interest rate of 6-month Euribor plus a margin of 2.68%.  
The bonds will pay interest every six months (June and December).

The Central Bank of Ireland will sell the bonds but only where such a sale is not disruptive 
to financial stability. The Central Bank has undertaken that a minimum of bonds will be sold 
in accordance with the following schedule: €0.5bn by the end of 2014, €0.5bn per annum from 
2015 to 2018, €1bn per annum from 2019 to 2023 and €2bn per annum from 2024 onwards.

Any hypothetical acceleration in the bond sale schedule could potentially impact to some 
extent on sovereign borrowing costs and the pass-through to the real economy, if any, could 
occur through the impact on the interest rate conditions faced by households and firms. The 
impact on the economy would also depend on the interest rate environment and liquidity con-
ditions (globally and nationally) which prevail at the time of the sale of the bonds, which are 
impossible to predict over the very long term.

  Question No. 42 answered with Question No. 39.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 22.

  Question No. 44 answered with Question No. 32.

28/02/2013WRE01350IBRC Liquidation

28/02/2013WRE0140045. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation Act 2013 grants him the power to direct the special liquidator in 
the carrying out of his or her duties, the way he proposes that the issue of the mortgages and 
loans owing by the former employees of IBRC be addressed, noting that these loans are not 
being transferred to National Asset Management Agency but are remaining with the liquidator; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10495/13]

28/02/2013WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As set out in the Irish Bank Resolution 
Corporation Act 2013, NAMA will not be required to make a bid for “any credit facility pursu-
ant to which IBRC (or Nationwide Building Society (“INBS”)) has made facilities available 
to current or former employees and/or officers of IBRC or INBS.”  No other directions have 
issued in respect of these credit facilities and they will be managed by the Special Liquidators 
who will devise strategies on a case by case basis. There is an obligation on the Special Liquida-
tors to ensure that the assets of IBRC are managed in a way which maximises the overall return 
for all its creditors including the State.
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28/02/2013WRF00150Economic Policy

28/02/2013WRF0020046. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance his views on the estimates by the 
Nevin Economic Research Institute that Budget 2013 will reduce GDP by 2.1%, cost between 
25,000 and 35,000 jobs and lower private consumption by 4%; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10627/13]

28/02/2013WRF00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The economic policies of the Govern-
ment are designed with the core objective of restoring balanced economic growth. This will, 
in turn, allow for the continued creation of jobs and for the improvement of living standards 
for the people of Ireland.  However, an essential condition for the resumption of balanced eco-
nomic growth is sustainable public finances. International research has shown that elevated 
levels of public debt are harmful for growth prospects and ultimately for employment. As such, 
the Government is committed to cutting the deficit, stabilising our debt level and putting it on a 
downward path. Considerable progress is being made in this regard.

I am conscious, however, that consolidation will have a short-run impact on the economy, 
although I do not accept that the impact is as large as some have suggested. Ireland is a small, 
open economy with imports accounting for over three quarters of GDP. As a result, a consider-
able amount of consolidation leaks out through a reduction in these imports. For this, and other 
reasons, the fiscal multiplier in Ireland tends to be somewhat lower than in many other Euro-
pean countries.

The Government has continually stressed that while further consolidation is imperative for 
this country’s future, there is also a need to ensure that such measures seek to minimise the 
impact on the economy and the labour market. With this in mind, Budget 2013 - like its prede-
cessor - was framed in such a way as to make it as jobs-friendly as possible and a number of 
measures were introduced to assist in this regard, including several initiatives designed to lend 
support to Ireland’s job-rich SMEs.

It should be noted that Ireland’s commitment to carrying out the necessary structural re-
forms has had clearly visible confidence effects in the financial markets - as evident in the 
decrease in bond yields in recent months.

28/02/2013WRF00350IBRC Liquidation

28/02/2013WRF0040047. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the 
status of the mortgages in the now liquidated Irish Bank Resolution Corporation and Irish Na-
tionwide banks; if he will clarify if these mortgages will be sold on to other financial institu-
tions; if family household mortgage holders are being treated differently from companies with 
commercial loans from IBRC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10558/13]

28/02/2013WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the contractual terms 
and conditions of customer mortgages and other borrowings will not change as a result of 
the appointment of the Special Liquidators and all debts owing to IBRC will remain due and 
enforceable. It is important that, to avoid breaches of their obligations, customers continue to 
make payments on their loans and otherwise honour the contractual obligations of their bor-
rowings.   I am informed that it is the intention of the Special Liquidators to package and sell 
the mortgage book as a portfolio. Borrowers, third parties and other financial institutions will 
be given the opportunity to bid for specific portfolios (or component parts thereof) as part of 
an open and transparent process which will see the assets valued independently before being 
sold. Any assets not sold to third parties (including loan counterparties and other financial in-



Questions - Written Answers

772

stitutions) at or above the valuation price will be sold to NAMA at the independent valuation. 
The Special Liquidators are still in the process of devising and implementing a sales process in 
respect of IBRC’s assets including the mortgage portfolio.

28/02/2013WRF00525Fuel Rebate Scheme

28/02/2013WRF0060048. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend in the 
forthcoming Finance Bill 2013 the excise rebate scheme for road hauliers announced in budget 
2013 to benefit passenger transport operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10493/13]

28/02/2013WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The proposal to introduce an auto-diesel 
excise duty relief for licensed road hauliers that I announced in the Budget was, initially, con-
fined to licensed and tax compliant hauliers.  However having received a number of submis-
sions from, and on behalf of, private coach operators seeking to have this relief extended to 
them, as the Deputy will now be aware I have extended the relief to the licensed passenger 
transport sector in the context of the Finance Bill published on 13 February.  The maximum 
amount of the relief will be 7.5 cents per litre and will be price dependant.

Question No. 49 answered with Question No. 16.

28/02/2013WRG00150IBRC Legal Cases

28/02/2013WRG0020050. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will list the legal ac-
tions that were underway against Irish Bank Resolution Corporation at the time of its entering 
into special liquidation; the total amount spent by Irish Bank Resolution Corporation on legal 
fees defending against such actions; the projected cost to the State of resolving such action; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10497/13]

28/02/2013WRG00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been advised that due to com-
mercial confidentiality and sensitivities, the Special Liquidators are unable to provide a list of 
the legal actions that were under way against IBRC at the date of the appointment of the Spe-
cial Liquidators.  All relevant disclosures in respect of legal cases involving IBRC are publicly 
available through the Courts Service website.

28/02/2013WRG00350IBRC Staff

28/02/2013WRG0040051. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance the number of Irish Bank Reso-
lution Corporation staff in the North of Ireland and other jurisdictions who have been made 
redundant, by region, and the numbers re-hired, by region. [10580/13]

28/02/2013WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that as a result of the ap-
pointment of the Special Liquidators, only employment contracts in the Republic of Ireland 
were terminated.  I am further advised that some staff were employees of subsidiaries not ini-
tially directly affected by the liquidation.  The Special Liquidators are establishing the compo-
sition and ownership structure of the subsidiaries, of which there are nearly 300.  However, no 
entities other than the Bank were specific parties to the special liquidation order of 7 February 
last.  The remaining subsidiaries will be wound up or sold by the Special Liquidators to opti-
mise value.  Once all of its obligations are resolved, IBRC will cease to exist.
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28/02/2013WRG00550Living City Initiative

28/02/2013WRG0060052. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance the lobbies or approaches by in-
dividuals or bodies, including other Departments, that were made to him in advance of the 
Finance Bill 2013 being drafted in relation to the Living City initiative; the status of the EU 
state aid review of the potential scheme now it has been written into legislation; the other cit-
ies he has identified for this scheme following on from the pilot scheme; and if he will outline 
the number of Georgian houses in Limerick and Waterford versus Dublin or other counties. 
[10575/13]

28/02/2013WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In advance of the publication of Finance 
Bill 2013, approaches were received from the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
and the newly combined Limerick local authorities.  EU State Aid approval can not be sought 
for this initiative until the Finance Bill 2013 is actually enacted.  Other cities which might be 
included if the pilot scheme were to be extended, as well as the number of Georgian houses 
in each city, will become clearer following the ex ante cost benefit analysis.  I can advise the 
Deputy that there are approximately 600 Georgian houses in Limerick city centre.

28/02/2013WRG00750Corporation Tax

28/02/2013WRG0080053. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he has altered his view on the 
common consolidated corporate tax base; the current status of talks in relation to the CCTB; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10625/13]

28/02/2013WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government’s position on the Eu-
ropean Commission proposal for a Common Consolidated Corporation Tax Base remains un-
changed.  Although we are sceptical about the proposal, we will continue to engage construc-
tively with our EU colleagues.  Technical discussions on the proposal are continuing under the 
Irish Presidency.

28/02/2013WRH00150Tax Reliefs Abolition

28/02/2013WRH0020054. Deputy Colm Keaveney asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
have claimed relief under section 14 of the Finance Act 2012; the cost of providing the relief; 
the estimate he would place on the increased investment and the increased employment oppor-
tunities that have been generated by the special assignee relief programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10494/13]

28/02/2013WRH00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 14 of Finance Act 2012 intro-
duced the Special Assignee Relief Programme which is designed to reduce the cost to employ-
ers of assigning key individuals in their companies from abroad to take up positions in the Irish 
based operations of their employer.  Paragraph 10 of Section 14 provides that relevant employ-
ers must submit an annual return to the Revenue Commissioners detailing, inter alia, the num-
ber of employees and the amounts of exempt income claimed under the programme. This return 
was not sought until after the end of the tax year 2012 in order to ensure that an accurate picture 
of take up levels over a full tax year could be provided. Therefore, given that 2012 is the first 
year of the programme, reliable statistics on its uptake will not be available until later this year.

28/02/2013WRH00325IBRC Liquidation
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28/02/2013WRH0040055. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance his views on the decision to 
provide a €1 billion credit facility from the National Asset Management Agency for the use of 
the special liquidator of IBRC; when the decision was made; the credit facility that is intended 
to be used for; the way €1 billion, if used, will be repaid to NAMA; if he had to seek permis-
sion to use NAMA for such a credit facility from another entity such as the ECB; if the funding 
of the credit facility comes from cash assets at NAMA; and if NAMA can still meet its bond 
repayments due at the end of 2013. [10583/13]

28/02/2013WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to my responses to 
Parliamentary Questions Nos. 95, 97 and 98, answered on 27th February 2012, on this topic.  
On the 7th February 2013 I issued a Direction (NAMA/3/12/IBRC Act) to NAMA pursuant to 
the IBRC Act 2013 to provide such credit facilities to a special liquidator (or IBRC) on such 
terms and conditions, as are specified in the direction.  NAMA has complied with this Direction 
and made a €1 billion credit facility available to the IBRC.  The interest rate as per the facility 
agreement is referenced to the daily one month euribor rate plus a margin of 140 basis points.  
The facility has been advanced to IBRC (in Liquidation) for both the general corporate pur-
poses of the Company and to discharge the Company’s obligations to derivatives counterpar-
ties under derivative collateral arrangements and/or obligations to the NTMA under the NTMA 
ISDA Master agreement.  The amounts drawn under this facility shall constitute and rank as 
costs of the liquidation of the Company. 

I am advised by NAMA that following receipt of the Direction, the Board of NAMA met on 
Thursday, 7 February 2013 and approved the €1 billion facility.  NAMA has made this facility 
available to the Company in accordance with its approved liquidity policy and from its own 
liquid assets.  The granting of this facility does not impact on NAMA’s ability to redeem bonds 
in accordance with the previously indicated redemption targets.

28/02/2013WRH00550Banking Sector Regulation

28/02/2013WRH0060056. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if negotiations are ongoing 
with the EU and ECB in respect of dealing with loss making tracker mortgages held by the cov-
ered banks; his views on the way the issue can be dealt with in a way that supports the viability 
of the banking sector here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10610/13]

28/02/2013WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy can appreciate, officials 
from the Irish Authorities are in regular dialogue with all of the covered institutions in an effort 
to enhance stability and to facilitate the sectors’ return to profitability.  In this regard, the ending 
of the ELG scheme is a key step along this road and is a demonstration of the progress we are 
making in returning to a more normal relationship between the banking sector and the State.  
The question of further restructuring of the banks is being kept under review by my Department 
and is discussed with the Troika at their regular quarterly visits. 

28/02/2013WRH00725Sale of State Assets

28/02/2013WRH0080057. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Finance the effects on the Exchequer 
and Central Fund of the sale of Irish Life. [10570/13]

28/02/2013WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The sale of Irish Life is a welcome de-
velopment and provides the Irish taxpayer with a full return on its investment.  There are two 
distinct aspects to this deal which have to be considered - the sale price of Irish Life of €1.3bn 
and an additional dividend due prior to completion of €40m.  As such, upon completion of the 



28 February 2013

775

deal, the Exchequer will benefit by the full amount of €1.34bn. The Deputy should be aware 
that the Central Fund and the Exchequer Account are one and the same. 

28/02/2013WRH00925Credit Unions Issues

28/02/2013WRH0100058. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if he has engaged with the 
credit union sector regarding the implications for fixed deposit investment products held by its 
members arising from the liquidation of the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; the role of the 
regulator in protecting the interests of credit unions in the liquidation process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10617/13]

28/02/2013WRH0110061. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Finance the total volume of Irish Credit 
Union deposits or bonds in the former Irish Bank Resolution Corporation and if he will outline 
the impact of the liquidation of IBRC on credit unions. [10576/13]

28/02/2013WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 58 and 
61 together.  

I am advised by the Central Bank of Ireland that certain tracker bonds sold to credit unions 
which were liabilities of IBRC at the time of the liquidation have a structured deposit element 
which is covered by the Deposit Guarantee Scheme for that element of the product.  As a result 
the first €100,000 of any claim from these depositors is covered under the DGS.  The bond itself 
is not covered by the ELG scheme as it predates that scheme.  

I understand that the total amount of Credit Unions’ investment in the bond is of the order of 
€15 million and that 16 credit unions may be affected.  As part of their regulatory requirements, 
credit unions are required to maintain realised reserves for the purpose of absorbing unexpected 
losses, including from unguaranteed losses.  This should be the first line of defence in such cir-
cumstances.  Officials from my Department have met with the Irish League of Credit Unions on 
this matter and the credit unions affected have been advised to deal with the Special Liquidator.  

The Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank of Ireland is the independent regulator 
for credit unions.  The Registrar acts to support the prudential soundness of individual credit 
unions, to maintain sector stability and to protect the savings of credit union members.  It is a 
matter for the Registrar to engage with the credit unions affected in that context.

  Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 22.

28/02/2013WRH01325IBRC Investigations

28/02/2013WRH0140060. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance his views on the delayed 
investigation by CARB into the role of Ernst and Young’s auditing of Anglo Irish Bank’s books, 
which awaits the completion of other investigations by the Director of Public Prosecutions; and 
his views on whether Ernst and Young should continue operating as normal when such a serious 
investigation is pending.  [10572/13]

28/02/2013WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the Char-
tered Accountants Regulatory Board (CARB) appointed Mr. John Purcell to conduct an inde-
pendent enquiry into certain matters relating to the conduct of the former auditors of Anglo Irish 
Bank.  Mr Purcell also carried out an investigation into the conduct of certain officers of Anglo 
Irish Bank and members of CAI.  In all cases Mr Purcell concluded there was a prima facie 
case.  The next step in the process is for CARB to hold public Disciplinary Tribunals.  However, 
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these have been stayed following a request from the DPP who was concerned that the CARB 
prosecution of any of these cases could prejudice the criminal enquiry against the individuals 
or the firm named above arising from the various investigations carried out by the Garda and 
Regulatory Authorities.

Due to the sensitive nature of those issues, it would be inappropriate to comment further on 
the subject matter of the question.

  Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 58.

28/02/2013WRJ00150EU-IMF Programme of Support Issues

28/02/2013WRJ0020062. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the remaining obliga-
tions, if any, Ireland has to the troika for budget 2014 under the terms of the 2010 bailout; if 
the backstop supports from the eurozone agencies, he recently referred to from January 2014, 
would come with further commitments to cut public services and raise taxes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10559/13]

28/02/2013WRJ00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The EU-IMF Programme of Financial 
Support is subject to policy conditionality which is set out in programme documents - the Mem-
orandum of Understanding on Specific Economic Policy Conditionality (MOU), the Memo-
randum of Economic and Financial Policies (MEFP) and the Technical Memorandum of Un-
derstanding. The conditionality in these documents is subject to continuing assessment by the 
Irish Authorities and the EU, IMF, ECB (the Troika) to ensure the broad programme objectives 
are met. Such assessment is undertaken at the quarterly reviews. These reviews include discus-
sions where programme commitments are updated and agreed after every mission.   The most 
recent Programme Documents, dated November 2012, had a commitment to publish a budget 
in December 2012 and to achieve a specified level of consolidation. In addition, the Programme 
Documents, dated November 2012, have a commitment to specify as far as possible the tax 
and spending measures for the 2014-15 consolidation. These commitments were met with the 
publication of Budget 2013. The Programme Documents referred to are available on the depart-
ment’s website. In relation to Budget 2014, the MoU does not contain explicit requirements.  
However, the EU Council Recommendation on our excessive deficit, dated 7 December 2010, 
provides for the reduction of  our General Government Deficit to 5.1% in 2014 and to below 
3% in 2015 and this requirement is referenced in the EU Council Implementing Decision on 
Ireland’s Programme of Financial Support also dated 7 December 2010.  As is always the case, 
I will not be drawn into speculation on the composition of Budget 2014.  Separately our EU 
membership requires us to bring our General Government deficit below 3% of GDP by 2015. 

In relation to the backstop measures, both the IMF and the European Stability Mechanism 
(ESM) can provide precautionary financial assistance. 

The ESM Treaty provides, in Article 14, that the Board of Governors may decide to grant 
precautionary financial assistance in the form of a precautionary conditioned credit line (PCCL) 
or in the form of an enhanced conditions credit line (ECCL).  The Treaty also provides for the 
conditionality, terms and conditions to be attached to such assistance. Further information in 
relation to these instruments is available on the ESM website at http://www.esm.europa.eu/.

The IMF has a number of precautionary or standby type facilities including Flexible Credit 
Line (FCL), the Precautionary and Liquidity Line (PLL), the Extended Funding Facility (EFF) 
and the Stand By Arrangement (SBA).  These different instruments are designed to address 
different sets of circumstances, and the terms and conditions attaching to them are structured 
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accordingly. Further information on these instruments is available on the IMF website at http://
www.imf.org/. 

Initial discussions on exit options were held during the most recent mission (January 29th to 
February 7th) and provided some further clarity on the possible options that might be available.  
Ireland will be the first country to exit an EU/IMF programme of this type.  It was agreed that 
these discussions should continue before the next mission, with a view to a more meaningful 
engagement on that mission. All relevant options will be considered in the light of what is ap-
propriate for Ireland, including the terms and conditions attaching to them. Evidently this will 
require further consideration and no decisions have been taken to date.

28/02/2013WRJ00350IBRC Staff

28/02/2013WRJ0040063. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the safeguards that are 
in place with regard to staff at Irish Bank Resolution Corporation who have been re-employed 
by the special liquidator to prevent privileged information being passed to potential purchasers 
of IBRC assets during the liquidation period. [10578/13]

28/02/2013WRJ00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed that in addition to 
the policies and procedures that have been put in place by the Special Liquidators to ensure that 
no privileged information leaves IBRC (in Special Liquidation), employees owe a common law 
duty of confidentiality such that they cannot use confidential information obtained during the 
course of their employment to the detriment of their (former) employer.   In addition Ethics in 
Public Office Acts apply to current and former executives and other office holders in the IBRC 
where the salary earned by those employees is not less than the maximum salary of a higher 
executive officer (general service grade, Class B PRSI) in the Civil Service (c.€55,415). Codes 
of Conduct issued under these Acts require that former office holders should act in a way which 
ensures an unfair advantage would not be conferred in a new appointment, by virtue of for ex-
ample, access to official information the office holder previously enjoyed.

28/02/2013WRJ00550Credit Review Office Appeal Numbers

28/02/2013WRJ0060064. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with 
the take-up from small and medium sized enterprises in using the Credit Review Office; and 
if he will outline the way he implemented the recommendations in the review of the office. 
[10564/13]

28/02/2013WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am concerned at the low level of num-
bers of SMEs seeking reviews by the Credit Review Office. The most recent report by the 
Credit Reviewer shows that the Credit Review Office upheld the credit appeal in 118 cases or 
55.9% of cases decided. The upheld appeals have resulted in €13M credit being made available 
to SMEs and farms, protecting 1,102 jobs. This shows that there is a strong prospect of success 
for SMEs going to the Credit Review Office and I would strongly encourage SMEs refused 
credit to seek a review by the Office. I find it difficult to understand why SMEs who are at risk 
of going out of business are not willing to seek a review of a refusal of credit.  As a first step in 
implementing the recommendations of the assessment of the Credit Review Office published 
last year, I sanctioned an increase in the numbers on the Credit Review Panel in order to facili-
tate faster processing of decisions. 

My officials are currently looking at how to implement the other appropriate changes to the 
Credit Review Office regime and at the liaison needed with other stakeholders in the process. 
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This issue has been discussed at the SME State Bodies Group and will be discussed with the 
SME Funding Consultation Committee. The Credit Reviewer also said in his most recent report 
that he accepts the proposals in the assessment and that his team is working with stakeholders 
to implement these proposals where possible.  

28/02/2013WRJ00750IBRC Liquidation

28/02/2013WRJ0080065. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he or his Department has ex-
changed correspondence or had direct communication with the ECB or European Commission 
following the decision to use a further €16 billion of National Asset Management Agency’s 
unallocated bonds in the purchasing of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation’s assets following 
liquidation. [10574/13]

28/02/2013WRJ00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the issue of unallo-
cated NAMA bonds was discussed with the ECB and EU Commission as part of the proposal 
on the IBRC liquidation.  To be clear, the issuance of NAMA bonds will be used to purchase 
the CBI’s remaining lending to IBRC in the form of the ELA facility deed backed by a float-
ing charge on the otherwise unencumbered assets of IBRC and supported by the Ministerial 
guarantee. 

This will end the CBI’s lending relationship with IBRC and NAMA will become the largest 
creditor to the liquidation. The Special Liquidator is charged with discharging this loan from 
NAMA through a valuation and sales process of the remaining assets of IBRC over the coming 
months. 

28/02/2013WRJ00925Property Taxation Application

28/02/2013WRJ0100066. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Minister for Finance if he has conducted a poverty im-
pact study on the effect of the property tax on homeowners dependent on payments from his 
Department. [4104/13]

28/02/2013WRJ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand the Deputy is referring to 
the effect of the Local Property Tax (LPT) on homeowners dependant on payments from the De-
partment of Social Protection.  A Poverty Impact Assessment is connected with the Regulatory 
Impact Analysis (RIA) process.  There was no requirement to carry out a RIA for the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) Act 2012 or the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 
as the guidelines as set out in section 3.4 of the Cabinet Handbook were followed, including a 
clear indication of the effect of the tax on persons experiencing or at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion.  The Memorandum for Government on the Finance (Local Property Tax) Bill 2012 
(as it was at the time) indicated that these issues were taken account of as part of the deliberative 
process, including the considerations of the expert group chaired by Dr Don Thornhill which 
considered the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”).  That group commissioned the 
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) to conduct an analysis of the effect of a prop-
erty tax, and the group had regard to the ESRI’s analysis in recommending the income limits 
for deferrals of the tax.  The report of the Thornhill Group recommended deferral measures for 
groups at risk of poverty, and these recommendations were accepted by the Government.

The Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 contains other measures to as-
sist those who have a real and material inability to pay the LPT, including deferral measures 
for liable persons in a personal insolvency arrangement and a provision to allow Revenue to 
grant a full or partial deferral in circumstances where a person suffers both an unexpected and 
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unavoidable significant financial loss or expense, as a result of which he or she is unable to pay 
the LPT without causing excessive financial hardship. 

28/02/2013WRJ01125Banking Sector Remuneration

28/02/2013WRJ0120067. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Finance if he will explain the delay in the 
publication of the Mercer report on bankers’ salaries; the total cost to date of the report; and the 
estimated final cost. [10562/13]

28/02/2013WRJ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I indicated in my last reply (No. 105 
of 20 February, 2013) my Department is in final discussions with the consultants on the report.  
I expect to bring it to Government imminently for decision.  The estimated total cost of the 
Remuneration Review is €119,000 (ex VAT) - 50% of which has been paid to date.  

28/02/2013WRJ01350Credit Availability

28/02/2013WRJ0140068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he has 
had discussions with the lending agencies here with a view to ensuring the ready availability of 
adequate working capital to the industrial, commercial and retail sectors with particular refer-
ence to the need to ensure that overdraft and-or working capital facilities are made available in 
a way to retain and expand various components of the sectors thereby contributing to national 
economic recovery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10591/13]

28/02/2013WRJ01500100. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
receives regular communication from the banking sector with regard to the responsibility of the 
lending institutions to meet the credit requirements of business; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10925/13]

28/02/2013WRJ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 
100 together.

The Government recognises that SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a 
vital role in the recovery of employment growth in our country. One of the key priorities of 
the Programme for Government is to ensure that an adequate pool of credit is available to fund 
SMEs in the real economy during the restructuring and downsizing programme.

As I informed the Deputy in my reply to his Questions Nos. 47 and 73 answered on 17 Janu-
ary, the banks meet with the Department of Finance and the Credit Review Office on a quarterly 
basis to discuss progress in relation to SME lending. The monthly management meetings with 
the pillar banks also provide a forum for the issue of SME lending to be raised by the Depart-
ment.

The pillar banks report to my Department and to the Credit Review Office on credit on 
a sectoral basis but this is commercially sensitive information and I am not in a position to 
release it. In his tenth quarterly report published on 11 February, the Credit Reviewer said “I 
have observed no geographic region or trade sector being relatively adversely affected by this 
contraction in these two banks.”

In addition, the Economic Management Council meets the banks on a regular basis and dis-
cusses the key issues pertaining to SME credit.  Separately I have met the Boards of the pillar 
banks twice since the start of this year.  
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I have emphasised the importance of access to credit for SMEs and the need for an adequate 
flow of finance to be available to viable small businesses in Ireland in these  meetings. 

28/02/2013WRJ01625IBRC Staff

28/02/2013WRJ0170069. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Finance the terms under which the senior 
executives of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation are being rehired on short contracts to assist 
the special liquidator; if the executives are receiving the same monetary terms as their old con-
tracts; and the number being rehired. [10577/13]

28/02/2013WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed that following the ap-
pointment of the Special Liquidator, 809 employee contracts were terminated in the Republic 
of Ireland. 802 employees were re-hired by the Special Liquidators on short term contracts to 
assist with the liquidation of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Limited. The 7 employees who 
were not re-hired held senior positions within the Bank. The Special Liquidators confirmed 
to the employees who were re-hired (by letter dated 7 February 2013) that their “salary and 
frequency and method of salary payments” will apply at the same level that was in operation 
immediately prior to the appointment of the Special Liquidators.

28/02/2013WRK00150Sale of State Assets

28/02/2013WRK0020070. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of external consul-
tants currently engaged by his Department providing advice in respect of the proposed sale of 
State assets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10404/13]

28/02/2013WRK0030071. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the amount of expenditure in-
curred in 2012 in respect of advice and preparatory work connected with the sale of State assets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10406/13]

28/02/2013WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 70 and 
71 together.

Where requested by Government, NewERA (a business unit in the NTMA) is carrying out 
advisory and oversight roles in relation to the possible restructuring or disposal of commercial 
State company assets.  NewERA’s role in these disposal processes is to assist and advise the 
relevant Government Departments in representing the Government’s financial interests in the 
context of asset disposals and to ensure that Government-agreed timelines and financial objec-
tives are clearly communicated to the relevant parties.  It is also the responsibility of NewERA 
to ensure that the Government Steering Group overseeing the transactions is kept fully in-
formed of progress and developments with the goal of ensuring that the financial objectives of 
the process are achieved.  In order to assist NewERA in its role the NTMA (acting through its 
NewERA unit) have currently engaged three external consultants who are providing advice in 
respect of various technical aspects of the proposed disposals of State assets.  The NTMA (act-
ing through its NewERA unit) incurred €43,050 in respect of external advice procured in 2012.

In relation to the sale of Irish Life, Goldman Sachs were appointed as advisors in 2011. Fees 
payable to Goldman Sachs for services provided (from appointment in 2011-2013) are being 
finalised.  Legal advice in respect of the purchase and sale of Irish Life was provided by Mathe-
son.  An interim payment of €108,613.97 (not including VAT) was paid in January 2013. Once 
again fees payable to Matheson in respect of legal services are still being finalised.
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28/02/2013WRK00450Diplomatic Passports

28/02/2013WRK0050072. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the change in criteria regarding the issuing and holding of diplomatic passports; the num-
ber and names of former officer-holders and others for whom holding such passports are no 
longer allowed; the circumstances in which passports were issued until the change in criteria; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10746/13]

28/02/2013WRK00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): In 
general terms diplomatic passports are issued to Irish diplomats serving overseas, members of 
the Oireachtas and the Judiciary who have reason to travel outside the State on official business.  
Official passports are issued to other public servants and members of the Defence Forces who 
are serving overseas or who have reason to travel outside the State on official business.  In case 
of both diplomatic and official passports, applications are only approved for those officials who 
are Irish citizens and can demonstrate that they require a passport for travel to undertake official 
business on behalf of the State. Passports received may only be used for this official travel.  The 
recent memo for information of the government did not change this policy but rather aimed to 
clarify for all potential applicants the exact circumstances in which a diplomatic passport or of-
ficial passport can be obtained.

There are a small number of citizens who currently hold diplomatic passports in respect of 
previous official positions/roles held or in respect of roles which fall outside of the terms of the 
proposed new arrangements.  For data protection reasons it would be inappropriate for me to 
name these individuals.  However I can state that my Department is currently in the process of 
contacting these individuals to facilitate their return of these passports. 

28/02/2013WRK00650International Agreements

28/02/2013WRK0070073. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 8 of 20 February 2013, in relation to outstanding ratifica-
tion of international agreements, the Department that is leading on identifying the legislative or 
administrative measures necessary for the State to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10757/13]

28/02/2013WRK0080074. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 8 of 20 February 2013, in relation to outstanding ratification 
of international agreements, his views on the legislative or administrative measures identified 
by his Department as necessary for the State to ratify the Optional Protocol to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10758/13]

28/02/2013WRK00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 73 and 74 together. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is the lead Department on the signature and 
ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights.  The Government decided to proceed with Ireland’s signature of the Optional 
Protocol in February 2012 and this took place on 23 March 2012.  Ratification of the Optional 
Protocol is a separate step, which will be preceded by a thorough screening of the obligations to 
be assumed.  This will require extensive consultation with all Departments involved and con-
sideration by the Government in due course.  On 5 February 2013, Uruguay became the tenth 
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country to ratify the Optional Protocol and, as a result, it will enter into force on 5 May 2013, 
three months after the deposit with the United Nations Secretary General of Uruguay’s instru-
ment of ratification.

28/02/2013WRK00925Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRK0100075. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during 
the past five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Depart-
ment, or as chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbi-
tration, mediation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in 
or in any body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying 
in each case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or 
she is or was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10881/13]

28/02/2013WRK01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): For 
Ireland’s Chairmanship of the OSCE last year, I continued the tradition of appointing three Per-
sonal Representatives, responsible for combating intolerance and discrimination.  Judge Cath-
erine McGuinness, who is a former Supreme Court Justice and President of the Law Reform 
Commission, was appointed as my Personal Representative on Racism, Xenophobia and Dis-
crimination, as well as intolerance and discrimination against Christians and members of other 
religions.  The role involved a number of visits to OSCE participating States, during which she 
held meetings with Government representatives, religious leaders and representatives of civil 
society.  The position held by Judge McGuinness was part-time and unpaid but the Department 
provided support, where needed, to assist in the fulfilment of her mandate.

28/02/2013WRK01150Passport Applications

28/02/2013WRK0120076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has received confirmation from the Department of Justice and Equality regarding 
entitlement to an Irish passport in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10905/13]

28/02/2013WRK01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A pass-
port application was received by the Passport Service for this applicant in April, 2011.  It was 
not approved at that time as the child’s entitlement to Irish citizenship was not demonstrated.  
To do this, her mother is required under Section 6A of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended, (the Act) to have three years lawful residence in the State within a four year 
period immediately preceding her daughter’s date of birth.  The proofs accepted are determined 
by the Department of Justice and Equality, the Department with responsibility for citizenship 
matters.  At the time of application, the submitted evidence demonstrating reckonable residence 
fell short of the statutory requirement.  However, one element of the evidence provided was a 
letter from the Department of Justice and Equality, which was the subject of a Supreme Court 
hearing in a separate but similar case.

The Supreme Court has very recently ruled on this issue and has now decided that the pe-
riod of reckonable residence should be regarded as commencing from the date of that letter.  A 
preliminary examination of this application suggests that the applicant has an additional period 
of reckonable residence which would allow her to qualify for citizenship and receive a passport.  
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As the Supreme Court decision has only recently been received, my Department is currently 
in contact with the Department of Justice and Equality to review and revise its practices in this 
area.  In the interim my Department will be in contact with the applicant with a view to finalis-
ing the application and issuing a passport at the earliest opportunity.

28/02/2013WRK01350Tax Code

28/02/2013WRK0140077. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding double 
taxation, that is, household property tax and non principal private residence tax on rental prop-
erties (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10759/13]

28/02/2013WRK01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The inter-Departmental Group chaired 
by Dr Don Thornhill on the design of a property tax (the “Thornhill Group”) recommended that 
the Non-Principal Private Residence charge (NPPR) should be absorbed into the Local Property 
Tax (LPT) as a separate (supplemental) tax, in addition to the LPT, at the existing level (cur-
rently €200) applying to non-principal private residences.  The Government decided however 
that, while the NPPR will be collected in 2013, when a half-year LPT will also apply, it should 
be discontinued thereafter.  Accordingly, it will not apply as a supplemental tax.  There is no 
exemption from the LPT for those who are liable for the NPPR.   As set out in the Local Gov-
ernment (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, liability to pay the NPPR is determined on the basis 
of ownership of the property in question on the “liability date” which is 31 March for 2013.  
The LPT does not come into effect until 1 July 2013. The Government decided to extend the 
NPPR into 2013 to ensure as smooth a transition as possible for local authorities, pending the 
introduction of the full LPT.

Residential properties rented by landlords will be subject to Local Property Tax from 1 July 
2013, with the owners of the property - in those cases, the landlord - being the liable person 
for payment of the tax.  The Thornhill Group, the inter-departmental group chaired by Dr Don 
Thornhill, established to consider the structures and modalities of a property tax, recommended 
that owners, and not occupiers, be the liable persons for the Local Property Tax.  This was also 
the view of the 2009 Commission on Taxation.  Given that some rental properties have high ten-
ant turnover, which would present significant difficulties in determining liability and collecting 
taxes, as well as increasing the cost of collecting the tax, the Government accepted this recom-
mendation.  Occupier liability may also give rise to perceptions of unfairness if the occupier on 
the valuation date (i.e. the date at which occupation of the property is deemed by law to create 
the tax liability) is no longer the occupier on the date at which payment of the tax becomes due.

The Local Property Tax is not an allowable deduction from rental profit for tax purposes.  
This is the same treatment which applied to the Household Charge and the NPPR Charge.  It is, 
however, proposed to phase in deductibility of the Local Property Tax.

28/02/2013WRL00150Property Valuations

28/02/2013WRL0020078. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if in assessing the valuation of a 
property for the property tax, the existence of an enurement clause on a planning which restricts 
the sale of a house and therefore its valuation will be taken into account when the value of a 
house is being assessed for the tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10765/13]

28/02/2013WRL00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 sets out how the tax is to be administered and how a residential property is to be valued 
for LPT purposes.  
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I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that Local Property Tax (LPT) is a self-
assessed tax so in the first instance it is a matter for the property owner to calculate the tax due 
based on his or her assessment of the chargeable value of the property.  The chargeable value 
is defined in the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 and means the price that the unencum-
bered fee simple of a residential property might be expected to fetch on a sale on the open mar-
ket were that property to be sold on the valuation date of 1 May 2013, in a manner that would 
secure the best possible price for the property.  Therefore, in assessing the market value of a 
residential property no account may be taken of any encumbrance or restriction on the sale of a 
property such as the enurement clause referred to by Deputy Ó Cuív.

I am further advised that the Revenue Commissioners are preparing valuation guidance 
which, taken together with the owner’s own knowledge of the property, will assist him or her 
in assessing its value.  The guidance will include an online guide that will provide indicative 
property valuation bands depending on the property type, age and location and it will be avail-
able on the Revenue website prior to the issue of returns to property owners.  The guidance will 
also draw property owners’ attention to the publicly available property price register produced 
by the Property Services Regulatory Authority which provides an actual sales price for all prop-
erties sold in the State since January 2010.  As I have previously advised the House, where the 
Revenue guidance is used in an honest manner, the property valuation made by a property own-
er will not be challenged by Revenue in accordance with its normal Customer Service Charter.

28/02/2013WRL00325NAMA Property Leases

28/02/2013WRL0040079. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he has directed, or will consider 
requesting, National Asset Management Agency to adjust relevant lease terms to reflect current 
market values for properties in which Departments or State agencies are leasees. [10777/13]

28/02/2013WRL0050080. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he has directed or will con-
sider requesting the National Asset Management Agency to remove upward only rent review 
clauses from relevant leases in which Departments or State agencies are leasees. [10778/13]

28/02/2013WRL00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 
80 together.

As the Deputy is aware NAMA has acquired loans from the five participating institutions 
and is not the owner/operator of properties. The Agency’s role is that of a secured lender.   

Properties securing NAMA’s loans continue to be owned and managed by their existing 
owners or, in the case of enforcement, on their behalf by the duly appointed receiver/admin-
istrator.  NAMA is not party to and has no legal role in relation to contracts between property 
owners/appointed insolvency practitioners and third parties.

On the issue of rent abatements, NAMA has published very clear Guidelines, available 
on www.nama.ie , for tenants seeking a rent reduction from a NAMA debtor or receiver. It is 
important to emphasise that applications for rent abatements may be made in situations where 
tenants of NAMA debtors can demonstrate that the rents payable under their current leases 
are in excess of current market levels and, as a result, that the viability of their businesses is 
threatened.  In such circumstances, tenants may seek NAMA’s approval for rent reductions. 
The Guidance Note is intended to support small businesses around the country that are strug-
gling because of the current economic environment.  By end-December 2012, the Agency had 
approved 212 applications for rent abatement with an aggregate annual value of €13.5 million.   
A further 56 applications were being reviewed.  Only 8 of the 276 applications received to that 
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data had been refused.  This equates to a 97% approval rate by NAMA.

28/02/2013WRL00650NAMA Property Leases

28/02/2013WRL0070081. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if consideration has been given 
to transfer from the National Asset Management Agency to the State properties in which De-
partments or State agencies are leasees. [10779/13]

28/02/2013WRL00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware NAMA has 
acquired loans from the five participating institutions and is not the owner of properties. The 
Agency’s role is that of a secured lender. Properties securing NAMA’s loans continue to be 
owned and managed by their existing owners or, in the case of enforcement, on their behalf by 
the duly appointed receiver/administrator. The scenario referenced by the Deputy does not arise 
therefore.  The Deputy is also aware that NAMA’s mandate to achieve the best possible return 
for the taxpayer from the management and sale of its acquired bank assets and that the NAMA 
Board has a mandate to independently frame its decisions in this context.

28/02/2013WRL00850NAMA Property Sales

28/02/2013WRL0090082. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider, or believe it 
appropriate, to request the National Asset Management Agency to sell or transfer the current 
Harcourt Street Garda Station, Dublin, to the ownership of the State. [10780/13]

28/02/2013WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): It would be inappropriate for me, as 
Minister for Finance, to comment on any individual property.

28/02/2013WRL01050Disabled Drivers Grant Eligibility

28/02/2013WRL0110083. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance the reason whereby vehicle registra-
tion tax is established for refund subsequent to the sale of an adopted vehicle to a qualifying 
disabled driver or passenger; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10840/13]

28/02/2013WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the Deputy has clari-
fied that his question related to used vehicles. I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners 
that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 353 
of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994 (as 
amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts of 
VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme.   

Where a person with a disability purchases a qualifying used vehicle under the scheme, the 
residual VRT may be repaid to that person subject to the limits set out in the legislation. Any 
repayment on a used vehicle is confined to the residual VRT that is remaining in the vehicle 
at the time of purchase and which had not already been repaid to a previous beneficiary.  The 
calculation of the amount of residual VRT is based on the current market price, age, mileage 
and condition of the vehicle.  Where a vehicle has obtained full relief or the prescribed VRT 
repayment limits have been reached and it is subsequently purchased (as a used vehicle) by an-
other applicant under the scheme, it may still qualify for repayment of excise duty on fuel and 
for motor tax exemption.
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28/02/2013WRL01250Tax Code

28/02/2013WRL0130084. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance if VAT is charged on the pur-
chase of a second-hand touring coach where the coach has previously been registered here. 
[10844/13]

28/02/2013WRL0140085. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Finance the reason the operators of coach 
touring companies here cannot register for VAT, and therefore cannot apply to reclaim VAT in 
the normal way. [10845/13]

28/02/2013WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84 and 
85 together.

The provision of domestic coach touring services is exempt from VAT.  This means that a 
person who provides a coach tour service does not register for VAT and cannot recover VAT 
incurred on goods and services, such as tyres and mechanic charges, used for the purposes 
of the person’s tour service.  However, there is a VAT Refund Order (S.I. 266 of 2012) under 
which coach operators who are exempt from VAT may, subject to the conditions in the Order, 
be entitled to a refund of the VAT paid on touring coaches that are no more than 2 years old 
and are within specified dimensions.  A coach operator, who meets the criteria of the Order, can 
complete a form VAT 71 that is available on the Revenue Commissioners website.  

The question of whether VAT will be charged on the supply of an Irish-registered second-
hand touring coach depends on whether the seller is registered for VAT or not.  However, 
secondhand coach sellers are generally exempt from VAT and in such case VAT would not be 
charged on the resale of a coach.

28/02/2013WRM00150Banking Sector Remuneration

28/02/2013WRM0020086. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total of the gross salaries of 
the top ten earners in each of Allied Irish Bank, Bank of Ireland, Irish Bank Resolution Corpo-
ration and Permanent TSB/Irish Life in 2011 and 2012. [10852/13]

28/02/2013WRM00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I refer the Deputy to Question No. 43 of 
7 November 2012, Question No. 211 of 13 November 2012, Question No. 65 of 15 November 
2012 and Question No. 9 of 15 November 2012 which provide information on the basic salaries 
in IBRC, Permanent TSB, Allied Irish Bank and Bank of Ireland respectively and also Question 
No. 192 of 20 November 2012 giving total remuneration package information for staff in the 
covered institutions.  As the Deputy will be aware, officials in my Department and Mercer have 
been working on a remuneration review of the Covered Banks. I have committed to publishing 
the details underpinning the review in view of the public interest in the matter.  The report will 
provide a comprehensive and professional analysis of remuneration structures and levels across 
the Covered Banks both now and before the onset of the banking crisis.  The report is expected 
shortly.

28/02/2013WRM00350Tax Code

28/02/2013WRM0040087. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify if credit union 
special share dividends are exempt from DIRT tax for persons over 65 years of age. [10861/13]

28/02/2013WRM00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
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missioners that where an individual or their spouse or civil partner is aged over 65, and their 
income does not exceed the appropriate income tax exemption limit, they are exempt from De-
posit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) arising on credit union special share dividends.  The current 
exemption limits are €18,000 in the case of a single person and €36,000 in the case of a married 
couple/civil partnership.  Both the age and the income criteria must be met for the exemption 
to apply.   Since April 2007, this exemption became automatic on the submission of a decla-
ration to the credit union where the account is held.  To qualify for the automatic exemption, 
the individual must declare on form DE 1 that they or their spouse or civil partner are aged 65 
years or over during the year and that their total annual income does not exceed the exemption 
limit.  Where the individual’s circumstances change following the submission of this declara-
tion form, they are required to notify the financial institution to that effect.  Where a person’s 
income exceeds the relevant exemption limit by a small amount, he or she will not be entitled 
to an exemption or to have the interest paid without deduction of DIRT, but may be entitled to 
a partial refund of the tax deducted.

28/02/2013WRM00550IBRC Staff

28/02/2013WRM0060088. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the situation 
surrounding the pensions of the former Irish Bank Resolution Corporation employees and the 
extent to which the fund is impacted, and if any clarity can be given to employees at this stage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10867/13]

28/02/2013WRM00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that they will pay pension contributions that were due in respect of January and February and 
that all on-going contributions will be paid in line with the contribution rates pre-liquidation.  I 
am further advised that the vast majority of IBRC staff (>98%) were members of defined con-
tribution schemes (or no pension scheme) as opposed to a defined benefit schemes. The Special 
Liquidators have advised staff that their pensions are controlled by the scheme trustees who 
will have to independently assess the impact of the IBRC Act 2013 and the appointment of the 
Special Liquidators.

28/02/2013WRM00750Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRM0080089. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a list of 
the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past five years, have acted as 
chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as chairperson or member of 
any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patron-
age, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body under his Department 
or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each case the name of the judge; 
if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or was a member; the role or 
function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10880/13]

28/02/2013WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The information requested by the Dep-
uty in relation to bodies under the aegis of my Department is as follows: Justice Francis D 
Murphy retired Judge of the High Court and Supreme Court has served as chairperson of the 
Financial Services Appeals Tribunal for the past six years. The Appeals Tribunal has jurisdic-
tion to hear and determine appeals made by affected persons against appealable decisions of 
the regulator, i.e. the Central Bank of Ireland, which result in sanctions imposed for breach of 
its regulatory code.
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28/02/2013WRM00950Government Bonds

28/02/2013WRM0100090. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance based on recent information 
made public by the ECB, the amount of interest that will be paid by Ireland to the ECB in 2013 
on its holdings of Irish Government bonds purchased through its securities markets programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10894/13]

28/02/2013WRM01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): A recent ECB statement published de-
tails in relation to their securities holdings acquired under the Securities Markets Programme. 
This reports nominal SMP Irish bond holdings of €14.2bn at 31 December 2012, valued by the 
ECB on an amortised cost basis at €13.6bn.   However, a detailed breakdown of the particular 
bonds these relate to, the coupon payments due and the maturity dates of each bond have not 
been published. It is therefore not possible to outline the interest to be paid to the ECB in rela-
tion to these holdings.

It should be noted that coupon payments in relation to Irish sovereign debt are an obligation 
of the State regardless of the identity of the holder of the debt.

28/02/2013WRM01150Credit Unions Regulation

28/02/2013WRM0120091. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of credit unions 
currently subject to restrictions on their lending activities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10895/13]

28/02/2013WRM01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have been informed by the Registrar 
of Credit Unions that it has been necessary to put lending restrictions in place in credit unions 
where there are regulatory concerns about the operation of these individual credit unions and 
the resultant risk to members’ savings. The number of lending restrictions is a reflection of the 
Registrar of Credit Union’s concerns about lending practices in the sector.    There are currently 
about 58% of all credit unions subject to lending restrictions.  Almost all credit unions with 
a lending restriction in place have a maximum individual loan size restriction.  Of the credit 
unions with lending restrictions, over 71% can lend €20,000 or more to an individual member, 
which is a sizeable amount and should cover most circumstances.

Fewer than 2.5% of credit unions are restricted to issuing loans of less than €10,000 to an 
individual member, and fewer than 1% of credit unions are restricted to issuing loans of less 
than €5,000 per member. These are the cases where the Registrar of Credit Unions has the more 
significant concerns in terms of risk to members’ savings. 

The individual credit union lending restrictions currently in place are reviewed on a regular 
basis to determine whether they are still set at appropriate levels.

28/02/2013WRM01350Unfinished Housing Developments

28/02/2013WRM0140092. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the plans the National Asset 
Management Agency has to demolish category 4 unfinished estates; the timetable envisaged 
for such actions; the cost incurred to date in the demolition of unfinished estates; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10896/13]

28/02/2013WRM01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that it has no current 
plans to demolish further developments but that this may be considered as a means of reaching 
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resolution on properties where the development is, for reasons including economic and struc-
tural considerations, not viable.  Decisions will be made on a case by case basis as part of the 
Site Resolution Plan process to be agreed with each relevant local authority.  NAMA advises 
that the only previous instance of it sanctioning the demolition of residential property securing 
its loans was in the case of a County Longford apartment block.  In that instance, Longford 
County Council in detailing Category 4 remediation works to be taken as part of the agreed Site 
Resolution Plan in respect of a residential development located within its functional area sought 
the demolition, on health and safety grounds, of an unsafe apartment block containing 12 apart-
ments.  The demolition of this block was undertaken in 2012.  NAMA advises that demolition 
and site remediation costs were of the order of €150,000.

28/02/2013WRM01550NAMA Portfolio Issues

28/02/2013WRM0160093. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of office space 
currently controlled by the National Asset Management Agency; the way this is expected to 
increase arising from its recently announced investment programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10897/13]

28/02/2013WRM01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that the square footage 
of office space controlled by NAMA is not publically available. However NAMA provides 
a breakdown, by value and classification, of properties securing its loans in its 2011 Annual 
Report, which is available on its website, www.nama.ie.   NAMA has indicated that it expects 
to advance, on a commercial basis, at least €2 billion in development capital over the next four 
years in Ireland to facilitate the completion of existing residential and commercial development 
projects and to facilitate new development for which demand has been confirmed.  Reflecting 
both the existing breakdown of properties securing NAMA’s loans and the expected demand 
over the medium-term for new office accommodation within the Dublin Central Business Dis-
trict, as indicated, for instance, by IDA, NAMA expects that a significant proportion of future 
development capital advances will relate to commercial development, including new office 
space.  As the approval and drawdown of development capital are dependent on a range of 
considerations, including the selection of projects that can generate the best commercial return, 
the resolution of outstanding issues with local authorities, consideration of the most appropriate 
funding and delivery models, and engagement with external parties, including prospective end 
users, it is not possible at this juncture in NAMA’s project planning to provide a breakdown of 
likely additional development by asset class.

28/02/2013WRN00150NAMA Operations

28/02/2013WRN0020094. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
the National Asset Management Agency has made to date to change the zoning of land under its 
control; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10898/13]

28/02/2013WRN00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): NAMA advises that its role in relation 
to properties is that of a secured lender and that applications of the nature referenced by the 
Deputy are made by the owner of these properties or, in the case of enforcement, by appointed 
insolvency practitioner on their behalf.

28/02/2013WRN00350Economic Growth Rate
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28/02/2013WRN0040095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he ex-
pects economic growth projections to be improved in the wake of the agreement in respect of 
the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation promissory notes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10920/13]

28/02/2013WRN00500104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent, if any, to which 
growth and competitiveness are affected by the agreement in respect of the Irish Bank Resolu-
tion Corporation promissory notes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10929/13]

28/02/2013WRN00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 95 and 
104 together. 

The agreement to replace the promissory notes with long-dated sovereign bonds will have 
many benefits for Ireland.  From an economic perspective, one of the key benefits is in helping 
to restore confidence - the confidence of households, the confidence of firms and the confidence 
of the international community - although it is difficult, at this early stage, to quantify this.  In 
that context, my Department will be publishing its revised macro-economic and budgetary fore-
casts in the Stability Programme Update in April.  These projections will be informed by the 
economic and fiscal information that will have become available since the previous forecasts 
were published in December 2012.

28/02/2013WRN00650Economic Competitiveness

28/02/2013WRN0070096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
competitiveness of the economy has improved when compared with other EU economies; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10921/13]

28/02/2013WRN0080097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
competitiveness of the Irish economy continues to maintain its position with our major trading 
partners with particular reference to the effect of currency fluctuation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10922/13]

28/02/2013WRN00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 96 and 
97 together. 

Substantial progress has been made in terms of improving our competitiveness.  Relatively 
lower price inflation in recent years means that Irish price levels have fallen relative to our 
major trading partners. For instance, in 2012 HICP inflation for Ireland was 2.0 per cent, lower 
than the euro area average of 2.5 per cent. This trend looks set to continue into this year, with 
HICP for January at 1.5 per cent in Ireland compared with a rate of 2.0 per cent for the euro area 
as a whole. Indeed Ireland’s HICP inflation rate has now been below or on par with the euro 
area average for every month since May 2008.

At the same time there has been a significant improvement in economy-wide cost competi-
tiveness. Indeed, the European Commission recently forecast that our nominal unit labour costs 
will improve by 23 per cent relative to those in the euro area over the period 2008-2014.  The 
recent appreciation of the exchange rate against both sterling and the dollar is unhelpful. How-
ever, it must be seen in the context of the relative improvement in prices and costs - in other 
words, variables that we can exert some influence over.

28/02/2013WRN00950Credit Availability
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28/02/2013WRN0100098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the vari-
ous lending agencies have increased their lending in line with growth projection requirements; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10923/13]

28/02/2013WRN0110099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which any 
initiative has been taken by the banking sector with a view to meeting the ongoing credit re-
quirements in the business, retail and commercial sectors; if lending in these areas is in line with 
economic requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10924/13]

28/02/2013WRN01200101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which indi-
vidual banks within the banking sector are making an effort to meet the credit requirements of 
business with the objective of encouraging economic growth; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10926/13]

28/02/2013WRN01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 98, 99 
and 101 together. 

The Government recognises that SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy and will play a 
vital role in the recovery of employment growth in our country. One of the key priorities of 
the Programme for Government is to ensure that an adequate pool of credit is available to fund 
SMEs in the real economy during the restructuring and downsizing programme.  Details of 
lending by the individual banks are commercially sensitive but the Central Bank does publish 
information on Credit Advanced to Irish Resident Small and Medium Sized Enterprises. This is 
available at http://www.centralbank.ie/polstats/stats/cmab/Documents/ie_table_a.14.1_credit_
advanced_to_irish_resident_small_and_medium_sized_enterprises.xls. 

The Government has imposed SME lending targets on the two domestic pillar banks for the 
three calendar years, 2011 to 2013. Each bank was required to sanction lending of at least €3 
billion in 2011, €3.5 billion in 2012 and €4 billion in 2013 for new or increased credit facilities 
to SMEs.  As the Deputy may be aware, the Credit Reviewer said in his most recent quarterly 
report that “Both banks have achieved their €3.5bn SME loan sanction targets. Over €8bn was 
sanctioned in 2012; of which approx. €2.5bn (27%) is new lending drawn down.”  According 
to the Credit Review Office, the balance of the sanctioned lending represented restructured or 
refinanced credit to SMEs. The Credit Review Office in the past has noted that this is important 
in terms of sustaining the businesses and the associated jobs.  

One of the most powerful ways of ensuring that the pillar banks provide credit to viable 
SMEs is through access to the Credit Review process. The Credit Review Office can review 
decisions by the pillar banks to refuse, reduce or withdraw credit facilities, including applica-
tions for restructured credit facilities, from €1,000 up to €500,000. The Credit Review Office 
is currently overturning 55% of the refusal decisions referred to them and anyone eligible who 
has been refused credit by the banks should avail of the services of the Credit Review Office.

In addition to the lending targets imposed on the banks, the pillar banks are required to 
submit their lending plans to the Department and the Credit Review Office (CRO) at the begin-
ning of each year, outlining how they intend to achieve their lending targets. The banks have 
submitted their lending plans for 2013 to my Department. My Department, in conjunction with 
the CRO, has analysed the plans and we have begun our meetings with the banks to discuss the 
plans. The banks also meet with the Department of Finance and the CRO on a quarterly basis to 
discuss progress. The monthly management meetings with the pillar banks also provide a forum 
for the issue of SME lending to be raised by the Department.

  Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 68.
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  Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 98.

28/02/2013WRO00050House Repossessions

28/02/2013WRO00100102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the total number of fam-
ily homes repossessed, on an annual basis, over the past five years to date; the number of such 
homes in negative equity at the time of repossession; if such properties were disposed of to 
individual purchasers such as first-time home buyers or to investors; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10927/13]

28/02/2013WRO00200103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which fore-
closures by lending institutions have taken place over the past five years, in respect of properties 
which were insured against bad debt by the lender and honoured by the insurers or the subject 
of mortgage protection insurance by the borrower; the extent to which insurance cover has 
been honoured by the insurers in both instances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10928/13]

28/02/2013WRO00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 102 
and 103 together.

The Central Bank has provided me with the following figures which show the number of 
PDH properties taken into banks’ possession in each quarter since 2009 Q3.  This is when the 
Central Bank started collecting this data.

PDH Q3 
2009

Q4 
2009

Q1 
2010

Q2 
2010

Q3 
2010

Q4 
2010

Q1 
2011

Q2 
2011

Q3 
2011

Q4 
2011

Q1 
2012

Q2 
2012

Q3 
2012

Properties repossessed on foot of 
a Court Order

31 27 26 20 22 34 49 54 43 50 65 44 47

Properties voluntary surrendered/
abandoned

79 74 64 65 59 72 91 119 119 83 105 102 107

The Central Bank has also informed me that it does not have data on which of the PDHs 
were in negative equity, or who they were subsequently sold to, nor does it collect data on the 
insurance status of those houses which were subject to foreclosure.

  Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 95.

28/02/2013WRO00425Departmental Properties

28/02/2013WRO00500105. Deputy Ray Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills if in the context of 
the restructuring of FÁS to SOLAS, consideration has been given to the sale of the FÁS head 
office on 27-33 Upper Baggot Street, Dublin; if he will confirm the date on which the lease on 
this building expires and the annual rent on this lease; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10741/13]

28/02/2013WRO00600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
FÁS does not own the FÁS Head Office building on 27-33 Upper Baggot Street.  The building 
is rented under a lease that expires in December 2013.  The gross annual rent on this lease is 
€3.2 million per annum before taking into account the rent receivable from sub-tenants.

28/02/2013WRO00650School Staffing



28 February 2013

793

28/02/2013WRO00700106. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a resource teacher in respect of a school (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10742/13]

28/02/2013WRO00800107. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of prima-
ry schools that will be adversely affected by the decision to suppress base posts in schools with 
two hours or more of surplus capacity which have not been utilised for resource hours approved 
by the National Council for Special Education on or before 31 December 2012, page 8 circular 
13/2013; the reason this decision was not indicated to schools prior to the circular being pub-
lished; the appeals procedure in place for schools who have the required hours for the school 
year 2013/14; and if he will ensure that base posts are restored swiftly in such cases. [10753/13]

28/02/2013WRO00900112. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10866/13]

28/02/2013WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 106, 107, and 112 together.

85% of all NCSE approved resource teaching hours in the 2012/13 school year were al-
located to schools that had resource base posts.  There are some slight changes to the location 
of these base posts for the 2013/14 school year to further improve the efficiency of these ar-
rangements.  The schools that were affected by these changes were those where the posts were 
not fully utilised for NCSE approved resource hours or where the teacher in the post was pre-
dominantly based in a neighbouring school.  The full criteria used is set out in the Department’s 
Staffing Circular 0013/2013 which was recently published on the Department website.  Base 
schools are required to co-operate with their neighbouring schools to ensure that any surplus 
capacity in the (25 hour) resource posts is made available to neighbouring schools to meet their 
NCSE approved resource hour requirements.  If the surplus capacity is fully utilised there are 
standard arrangements in place for the relevant schools to contact the Department for part-time 
resource teaching posts.

28/02/2013WRO01050Vocational Education Committees Staff

28/02/2013WRO01100108. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills in view of 
the non-implementation of the February 2009 Labour Court recommendation in relation to the 
directors of vocational education committee outdoor education centres, the stated reason for 
which was the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act, if he will con-
sider a referral back to the Labour Court for a binding decision in relation to this issue; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10764/13]

28/02/2013WRO01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Following protracted negotia-
tions, my Department consented to an ad hoc referral to the Labour Court of a claim from TUI 
for a pay increase for Directors of Education Centres.  The Labour Court subsequently issued 
a non-binding recommendation in 2009 in respect of this claim.  Due to the Financial Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act, this Labour Court recommendation cannot 
be implemented.  Following the first review of the Croke Park Agreement, it was agreed that 
a review of adjudication findings that were outstanding at the time of the Agreement would 
be conducted.  This review is ongoing.  In this context, my Department is not currently in a 
position to implement the Labour Court recommendation of 9 February 2009 in respect of the 
Directors of the VEC Outdoor Education Centres and it would not be appropriate that the matter 
be referred back to the Labour Court.



Questions - Written Answers

794

28/02/2013WRO01250Traveller Community Issues

28/02/2013WRO01300109. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide an update on the participation of Travellers and the reason so many are leaving post-
primary education. [10836/13]

28/02/2013WRO01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
Recorded Traveller participation rates in education in recent years show an increase.  In the 
2004/05 school year, approximately 1,850 Traveller pupils aged between thirteen and eighteen 
(inclusive) were recorded as enrolled in post-primary schools and this increased to 2,698 in 
2011/12 school year.  The majority of Traveller students transfer from primary to post-primary 
education.  Participation rates in the junior cycle have steadily improved from 1,598 Traveller 
students recorded in 2004/05 to 1,898 in the 2011/12 school year.  The number of Travellers 
progressing to senior cycle has consistently improved in recent years from 260 in 2004/05 to 
800 in 2011/12.  Some 25% of young Travellers leave mainstream post-primary education, 
before completion of the senior cycle.  A number of contributory factors affecting low levels of 
attendance, attainment, and retention among Traveller students in post primary education have 
been identified, including:

- negative school experiences and low expectations by some schools, parents, and pupils

- a lack of understanding of the post-primary curriculum, concerns about the content of the 
curriculum and the availability of different courses, the variety of post-primary personnel and 
the number of subjects available, different levels on offer in each subject

- a lack of understanding of the role of different types of teachers and other educational 
professionals,

- a lack of inclusion policies,

- a lack of positive recognition of Traveller culture and life

- Peer pressure

- the cost of post-primary education and homework difficulties

- traditions of early school leaving within the Traveller community, where young girls leave 
school to prepare for marriage while young teenage boys leave to work, and

- the availability of training allowances for sixteen to eighteen year olds in the Youthreach 
programme may result in some students, including Traveller students, leaving mainstream post-
primary education early.

The principle of inclusion is at the core of my Department’s policy document on Traveller 
education - the Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Education Strategy.  The focus 
of both current and future provision is on the development of a more inclusive school environ-
ment through the whole school planning process, teaching practice, admissions policies, codes 
of behaviour and whole school evaluation.  In keeping with this principle, additional resources 
provided in the education system are allocated on the basis of individual educational need rather 
than that of ethnic or cultural background.  The Traveller Education Advisory and Consultative 
Forum, which has responsibility for overseeing the implementation of the recommendations 
contained in the Strategy is currently working to a thematic approach to address the core is-
sues of attendance, attainment, and retention of young Travellers in education.  The recently 
launched Action Plan on Bullying sets out twelve actions to help prevent and tackle bullying in 
primary and second level schools, including measures to address the type of bullying that might 



28 February 2013

795

be experienced by members of the Travelling community and may be a factor in non-attendance 
and early school leaving.  In addition, the Intercultural Education Strategy which was launched 
in September 2010 is being implemented to assist in the creation of an intercultural, integrated, 
and inclusive learning environment in all sectors of education.  Emphasis is placed on the need 
for school communities to continue to adopt and implement inclusive school policies to cater 
for societal diversity where all participants develop an openness to change in the inclusive 
school model.

The Deputy will be aware that in 2011, I launched a discussion paper on school enrolment.  
The “Discussion Paper on a Regulatory Framework for School Enrolment” contains sugges-
tions on how to make the process of enrolling in schools more open, equitable and consistent 
and is available on my Department’s website.  I also invited education partners and interested 
parties to submit their views to my Department.  The feedback from this consultation has helped 
inform the nature and scope of a new regulatory framework for school enrolment.  I intend to 
bring legislative proposals to Government this year, the primary aim of which will be to ensure 
that every child is treated fairly and that every child has a place at school, including Traveller 
children.

28/02/2013WRP00150School Accommodation

28/02/2013WRP00200110. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has yet replied 
to correspondence from a school (details supplied) in County Kerry in relation to the with-
drawal of a prefab grant and if not, when a reply will issue. [10846/13]

28/02/2013WRP00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I can confirm that a review 
of the temporary accommodation at the above school took place in July 2012 as per standard 
practice when the rental contract was due to expire. My Department advised the school at that 
time that rental grant aid would continue to be approved until June 2013.

Correspondence on the matter has been received recently from the school.  My Department 
will be in direct contact with the school authority shortly in the matter.

28/02/2013WRP00350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/02/2013WRP00400111. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify 
that students who have previously completed a postgraduate course and who are now return-
ing to college to undertake an undergraduate course (details supplied) in a new discipline are 
eligible for higher education grant funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10863/13]

28/02/2013WRP00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): To satisfy the terms and con-
ditions of the student grant scheme in relation to progression, a student must be moving from 
year to year within a course having successfully completed the previous year or be transferring 
from one course to another where the award for the subsequent course is of a higher level than 
the previous course.

The objective of this policy is to help as many students as possible to obtain one qualifica-
tion at each level of study. Given the level of demand on the student grant budget from first time 
students and students that are progressing with their studies to a higher level, there are no plans 
at present to change the arrangements in place.

In the scenario presented by the Deputy, a student who already holds a Masters qualification 
and intends to pursue a undergraduate degree at a lower level is not considered to be progress-
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ing and cannot be considered for funding, regardless of whether grant aid was made available 
to pursue the previous qualification.

However, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid 
for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergradu-
ate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further informa-
tion on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners.

  Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 106.

28/02/2013WRP00613Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRP00700113. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past five years, 
have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as chairperson 
or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, con-
ciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body under 
his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each case the name 
of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or was a member; 
the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10878/13]

28/02/2013WRP00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): For the Deputy’s information, 
Mr Justice Esmond Smyth serves as Chairperson of the Residential Institutions Redress Board. 
He retired as President of the Circuit Court in February 2012 but continues as Chairperson of 
the Board.

Mr Justice Francis D Murphy, retired judge of the Supreme Court, serves as the Chairperson 
of the Residential Institutions Review Committee.  In addition, Judge John F Buckley, retired 
Circuit Court judge, serves as a Committee member.

Mr Justice Seán Ryan is a serving High Court judge and is Chairperson of the Commission 
to Inquire into Child Abuse.

Ms Justice Catherine McGuinness, retired Supreme Court judge, served as a Director of the 
Irish Universities Quality Board from 2006 to 2012 until its functions were transferred to Qual-
ity and Qualifications Ireland (QQI). Ms Justice McGuinness served as chairperson and was a 
member of the interim board of Quality and Qualifications Ireland prior its formal establish-
ment in November 2012.

28/02/2013WRP00850School Staffing

28/02/2013WRP00900114. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
vide in tabular form the number of posts of responsibility by grade lost in primary schools each 
year since the imposition of the moratorium on promotion in the public service; the number of 
applications for alleviation received by his Department in each year and the number of appli-
cations upheld by his Department in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10892/13]

28/02/2013WRP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): When the moratorium on 
the filling of posts of responsibility was introduced the Government exempted Principal and 
Deputy Principal posts in all primary and post-primary schools and these posts continue to be 
replaced in the normal manner. The impact of the moratorium is therefore limited to the Direc-
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tor of Adult Education, Assistant Principal and Special Duties posts of responsibility. Vacancies 
at this level arise due to retirements in the specific grades and typically also from the knock on 
effect of filling Principal and Deputy Principal posts.

Limited alleviation was introduced for schools that are acutely affected by the impact of 
the moratorium at Assistant Principal level. This alleviation is mainly focused on post-primary 
schools. The detailed information requested by the Deputy would take some time to compile 
by staff in my Department. I do not therefore propose to divert them from their work on the 
staffing allocations for the 2013/14 school year. I have already provided summary information 
to the Deputy on the overall impact of the moratorium since it was first introduced in March 
2009. At that time about 53% of teachers had posts of responsibility. This has since reduced to 
about 39%. The tables give some more detail on the overall position since the moratorium was 
introduced.

Level of Reduction in Posts of Responsibility

Post type Post Primary Primary
Assistant Principal -2,150 -751
Special Duties -1,900 -2,276
Total -4,050 -3,027

Alleviation

Post type Post Primary Primary
Director of Adult Education  30 N/A
Programme Co-ordinator (AP post)  90 N/A
Assistant Principal 307 38
Total 427 38

28/02/2013WRP01050Capital Programme Expenditure

28/02/2013WRP01100115. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total expen-
diture in 2012 on the capital programme at primary level in his Department; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10893/13]

28/02/2013WRP01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The total capital expenditure 
on the primary sector in 2012 was just over €204 million.

28/02/2013WRP01250Special Educational Needs Services Provision

28/02/2013WRP01300116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the most 
likely primary school available to meet the educational needs of the children of a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10930/13]

28/02/2013WRP01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from prima-
ry and post primary schools for special educational needs supports. This includes the allocation 
of resource teaching hours to schools as well as the establishment of special classes in various 
geographical areas as required and the discontinuation of such classes where the need no longer 
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exists.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such supports.

Another specific function of the SENO is to identify appropriate educational placements for 
children with special educational needs. SENOs are a valuable source of support to parents who 
are actively sourcing a placement for their children.

It is open to parents to contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special edu-
cational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.

28/02/2013WRP01450Public Sector Staff Remuneration

28/02/2013WRP01500117. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding proposed cuts to public sector pay; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10756/13]

28/02/2013WRP01600118. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding pay cuts in public sector pay. [10760/13]

28/02/2013WRP01700119. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding public sector pay and conditions (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10854/13]

28/02/2013WRP01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 117 to 119, inclusive, together. 

Discussions have taken place between public service employers and the Public Services 
Committee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions regarding the Government’s stated intention 
to reach agreement on securing the required overall savings from the public service pay and 
pensions bill by 2015. Following intensive engagement in recent days between the parties, 
which was facilitated by the Labour Relations Commission (LRC), the LRC has developed 
and recommended a set of proposals for consideration and agreement. Public servants will be 
able to consider the full set of proposals by the LRC which have been published and the public 
service staff representatives who remained in negotiations have indicated that these proposals 
will be subject to ballot by members.

Both the Government and I are acutely aware of the very significant contributions made to 
date by all public servants by way of pay reductions, imposition of the pension related deduc-
tion, non payment of pay increases and the significant productivity arising over recent years fa-
cilitated by the Public Service Agreement. Regrettably, the scale of the fiscal crisis inherited by 
the current Government and the absolute requirement to address and reduce the current deficit 
of 8% to less than 3% in 2015, requires a further contribution of €1bn from the public service 
pay and pensions bill which accounts for some 35% of current expenditure. Undoubtedly the 
impact of the proposals made by the Labour Relations Commission will add to the financial 
pressures on public servants who also carry the burden of increased taxes which apply to all 
workers, but they represent a balanced set of proposals to secure the savings required by the 
Exchequer while ameliorating the impacts on public service staff particularly those on low and 
middle incomes to the greatest extent possible.

28/02/2013WRQ00200Garda Stations Closures

28/02/2013WRQ00300120. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
future intended use of the former Whitehall Garda Station, Dublin, and when the building will 
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be put into use. [10871/13]

28/02/2013WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The Office of Public Works is progressing arrangements to allow another state body to 
use the former Whitehall Garda Station on a permanent basis.

28/02/2013WRQ00500Garda Stations Expenditure

28/02/2013WRQ00600121. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
current combined annual cost of leases for Harcourt Garda station, Dublin; if he will confirm 
that these leases include upward only rents clauses and the length left to run on each lease. 
[10774/13]

28/02/2013WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The current combined annual cost of the leases for the Harcourt Square complex is 
€5,405,000.  The Office of Public Works is currently undertaking a rationalisation programme 
of its leased estate and the release of information relating to lease expiries is not considered ap-
propriate at this point in time. I can confirm that these leases include upward only rent review 
clauses.

28/02/2013WRQ00800Departmental Properties

28/02/2013WRQ00900122. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
current annual costs of leases in which a Department or State agency is the leasee which are 
currently under the control of National Asset Management Agency. [10775/13]

28/02/2013WRQ01000123. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department has sought a write down to market value and or the removal of upward on rent 
review clauses from leases managed by the National Asset Management Agency in which a 
Department or State agency is the leasee. [10776/13]

28/02/2013WRQ01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122 and 123 together.

The Office of Public Works has over 400 commercial leases with a wide variety of land-
lords, and like all tenants, is bound by the terms of these leases.  As tenant, the OPW would not 
have any direct relationship with NAMA.

28/02/2013WRQ01150Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRQ01300124. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past 
five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as 
chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, me-
diation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any 
body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each 
case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or 
was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10885/13]
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28/02/2013WRQ01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response 
to the Deputy’s question the following is a list of members or former members of the judiciary 
that have, in the past five years, acted as chairperson or member of any body or inquiry, or have 
performed functions including arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law 
reform functions or any other role in or in any body under the aegis of my Department:

Agency Name Position Details

Valuation Tribunal Mr. Michael P.M. Connellan Deputy Chairperson Retired District Court Judge - 
Appointed 05/04/2005 (for a 5-year term) - 
Resigned 30/04/2009

Standards in Public Office Commis-
sion

Mr. Matthew P. Smith Chairman Retired Judge of the High Court

Referendum Commission on the 
Lisbon Treaty

Mr. Iarfhlaith O’Neill Chairperson Serving Judge of the High Court - 
Referendum held on 12/06/2008

Referendum Commission on the 
Lisbon Treaty

Mr. Frank Clarke Chairperson Serving Judge of the High Court  - 
Referendum held on 02/10/2009

Referendum Commissions on Judges’ 
Pay and Oireachtas Inquiries

Mr. Bryan McMahon Chairperson Retired Judge of the High Court  - 
Referedums held on 27/10/2011

Referendum Commission on the Fis-
cal Stability Treaty

Mr. Kevin Feeney Chairperson Serving Judge of the High Court - 
Referendum held on 31/05/2012

Referendum Commission on Chil-
dren’s Rights

Ms. Mary Finlay Geoghegan Chairperson Serving Judge of the High Court - 
Referendum held on 10/11/2012

28/02/2013WRQ01500Departmental Properties

28/02/2013WRQ01600125. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
annual rent paid by the Government or State agencies relating to Carrisbrook House, Dublin; 
the total rent paid by the Government or State agency to date on the relevant leases; the date 
on which the relevant leases were signed; the dates on which the property was occupied by a 
Government Department or State agency; the date from which the property has not been occu-
pied by a Government Department or State agency; the length of time left to run on the relevant 
leases; and if relevant leases include upward only rent review clauses. [10782/13]

28/02/2013WRQ01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Carrisbrook 
House was acquired by AnCO in 1969 on a 65 year full-repairing lease, commencing on 1st Au-
gust 1969 and expiring on 31st July 2034. There is no provision for lease breaks on the property 
and the rent is due for review every seven years.  The rent review provisions provide only for 
equal or greater rent than that being paid in the preceding period.

The Industrial Development Authority acquired the lease from AnCo on 20th October 1976.  
On 1 January 1994, the leasehold interest transferred to Forfás.

The Industrial Development Authority occupied Carrisbrook House from 1976 until 1985, 
when the agency relocated to Wilton Park House.  I understand that the Youth Employment 
Agency occupied three floors of Carrisbrook House between 1986 and 1989.

Since 1985, the available offices were sub-let to a number of tenants outside the public sec-
tor on a continuous basis until early 2008.  The Israeli Embassy is currently the only occupant 
of the premises, on a sub-lease which expires in 2025.

The total rent per annum paid by Forfás in respect of the vacant space in Carrisbrook House 
since 2008 has been as follows:

2008:  €0.743m

2009:  €0.990m
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2010:  €0.990m

2011:  €0.990m

2012:  €0.990m

In addition, annual rates and service charges are applicable on the building.

Forfás has been actively seeking to market the vacant space in Carrisbrook House since 
2008.  The Office of Public Works and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform have 
also been advised, through my Department and Forfás, of the availability of vacant space in the 
building.  The IDA has also been asked to bring the availability of the accommodation to the 
attention of prospective clients.

In current market conditions, and despite a number of engagements with potential tenants 
by Forfás, a letting has not been secured.

28/02/2013WRQ01800County and City Enterprise Boards Issues

28/02/2013WRQ01900126. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
to whom a complaint regarding a county enterprise board should be made (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10736/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Each County 
Enterprise Board is required to operate an objective formal complaints procedure which forms 
part of the Board’s on-going commitment to customer service.  Dissatisfaction with the level or 
type of assistance offered by a CEB should, in the first instance, be brought to the attention of 
the Board, usually through the Chief Executive Officer.  Any complaint against a CEB can be 
investigated under the formal complaints procedure by which each Board operates.  By bring-
ing this matter to the attention of the CEB, it will enable the CEB to initiate a formal investiga-
tion, in accordance with their agreed procedures, into all relevant aspects of the case. If a client 
is dissatisfied with the response to the initial investigation, then the complainant may bring the 
matter to the attention of the Chairman of the Board. The Board of Directors will then review 
the matter and make a decision within a set timeframe, typically seven working days.

Until last year, the Ombudsman had no function in relation to the CEBs. However, the 
Government has extended the Ombudsman Act to encompass a wider range of public bod-
ies, including the CEBs. The Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012 was signed into law by the 
President on 31st October 2012 and provides that the additional public bodies coming under 
the Ombudsman’s remit will do so six months from the date of enactment, i.e., on 1 May 2013, 
unless the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform specifies an earlier date by Order.

Accordingly, with effect from 1st May 2013, the Ombudsman will have the power to exam-
ine the administrative actions of the CEBs in respect of complaints about actions which occur 
on or after that date, once the complaint has progressed through the procedures implemented 
by the CEB.

I trust this clarifies the matter and clears up any confusion that may have arisen.

28/02/2013WRQ02100Job Creation Numbers

28/02/2013WRQ02200127. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation follow-
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ing the Industrial Development Agency announcement of 200 additional jobs and 250 associ-
ated construction jobs at Allergan, County Mayo’ in January 2012, the number of construction 
jobs delivered in the project; the number of increased jobs delivered with the company; and 
if any grants have been returned or failed to be drawn down due to not meeting employment 
targets. [10784/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02300128. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation follow-
ing the Industrial Development Agency announcement of 1,000 additional jobs at the Paypal 
site in Dundalk, County Louth, the number of additional jobs realised to date at the site; the 
timescale for recruiting the full complement of 1,000 additional workers; the number recruited 
from outside the State; and if any grants have been returned of failed to be drawn down due to 
not meeting employment targets. [10785/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02400129. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation follow-
ing the Industrial Development Agency announcement of 20 additional jobs at the Diaceutics 
Dundalk, County Louth, the number of additional jobs realised to date at the site; the timescale 
for recruiting the full complement of 20 additional workers; the number recruited from outside 
the State; and if any grants have been returned or failed to be drawn down due to not meeting 
employment targets. [10786/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02500130. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation fol-
lowing the Industrial Development Agency announcement of 250 temporary additional jobs at 
National Pen, Dundalk, County Louth, the number of additional jobs realised to date at this site; 
the length of time of these temporary jobs; and if any grants have been returned or failed to be 
drawn down due to not meeting employment targets. [10787/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02600131. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation follow-
ing the Industrial Development Agency announcement of 120 jobs at the Yapstone, Drogheda, 
County Louth, the total number recruited to date; and the number to be recruited on a yearly 
basis as a condition of grant support. [10788/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02700132. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation follow-
ing the Industrial Development Agency announcement of 125 jobs at the Nextag, Drogheda, 
County Louth, the total number recruited to date; and the number to be recruited on a yearly 
basis as a condition of grant support. [10789/13]

28/02/2013WRQ02800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 127 to 132, inclusive, together.

It is important to note that the number of jobs created by IDA companies typically exceeds 
the number of jobs actually announced.  For instance, in 2012, the number of jobs created by 
IDA companies was up to 50% greater than the numbers of jobs formally announced as com-
panies do not always wish to publicise increases in employment that are progressive and incre-
mental in nature.

The number of people currently employed by each of the other companies mentioned above  
- Allergan, Paypal, Diaceutics, National Pen and Yapstone - is confidential to the companies. 
In relation to each of these announcements it should be noted that jobs announced are typically 
created over a three year to five year period and grants are only paid in respect of jobs which 
have been created.

The grant agreement provides for the jobs to be created over a specific period of time. Until 
such time as grants are paid, no liability exists.  Jobs must remain in place for the duration of 
the liability i.e. for 5 years from the date of final payment of the grant.  IDA Ireland monitors 



28 February 2013

803

the level of employment so as to ensure compliance with the agreement.

The temporary jobs at National Pen Dundalk have been created.  The duration of these tem-
porary jobs is at the discretion of the company and these jobs were not grant assisted.

A  more wide ranging measure of how many jobs are filled in the period in question can be 
ascertained by using the Forfás Employment Survey which is presented below for Louth and 
Mayo for the last five years.

The Forfás Employment Survey does not track employment data by nationality.  However it 
should be noted that there is free movement of labour within the EU and persons recruited from 
outside the EU must comply with Employment Permit legislation.

IDA will continue to compete vigorously for projects for these regions.

In relation to the proposed Nextag operation in Drogheda, due to recent changes in their spe-
cialist business sector, Nextag have unfortunately decided not to proceed with their internation-
al HQ operation in Drogheda, as the company now no longer foresee a need for an international 
HQ operation.  Changes in the market for online shopping services prompted the company to 
review its global expansion plans, in Ireland and other locations. No financial support from the 
Irish Government has been drawn down by the company.  I am assured that Nextag will con-
tinue to monitor future opportunities in Ireland as circumstances change.

County Employment Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Louth No. of Companies 18 20 20 20 23
Louth Permanent Employment 1,529 1,317 1,024 1,075 1,416
Louth Gross Gains (New Jobs) 75 33 43 109 386
Louth Job Losses -212 -245 -336 -58 -45

County Employment Data 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Mayo No. of Companies 19 18 18 18 19
Mayo Permanent Employment 3,010 2,948 3,112 3,094 3,162
Mayo Gross Gains (New Jobs) 132 97 183 69 126
Mayo Job Losses -126 -159 -19 -87 -58

28/02/2013WRR00250IDA Job Numbers

28/02/2013WRR00300133. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will reconcile the figure of 1,515 jobs announced for County Louth by the Industrial Develop-
ment Agency in 2013, with the actual figure of jobs created in the county by IDA supported 
companies of 386 for the same period. [10790/13]

28/02/2013WRR00400Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Jobs an-
nounced by IDA Ireland are typically created over a period of between 3 and 5 years from the 
announcement, depending on the company’s business plan.  It should also be noted that some 
investment and job creation projects are not announced. 

During 2012, there were five IDA Ireland job announcements for County Louth with the 
potential to create a total of 1,515 jobs.  The companies involved were PayPal, Diaceutics, Na-
tional Pen, Yapstone and Nextag.

In relation to Nextag, I am informed by IDA Ireland that, due to changes in its global opera-
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tions, the company will not now be opening an international HQ operation in Drogheda. I un-
derstand that the company will continue to monitor future investment opportunities in Ireland. 
IDA Ireland has indicated that the decision not to proceed with the project had been taken by 
the company before any lease commitments were entered into and that no financial support has 
been provided to Nextag.

28/02/2013WRR00450Job Creation Numbers

28/02/2013WRR00500134. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will provide an annual target for the creation of jobs already announced in Industrial Develop-
ment Agency supported companies for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 for which grant aid 
has been committed. [10791/13]

28/02/2013WRR00600Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): One of the 
high level goals in IDA’s Strategy Horizon 2020 is the creation of a total of 105,000 new jobs in 
the economy - 62,000 direct jobs in client companies and 43,000 indirect in the wider economy 
- over the period 2010 to 2014.  IDA is making good progress in achieving this particular target 
and, by the end of 2012, the agency had delivered 36,000 gross jobs, slightly ahead of target. 
During 2012 alone, 12,722 new jobs were created in IDA client companies. Furthermore, there 
were 88 investment announcements by IDA client companies with the potential to create in the 
region of 8,000 jobs.

IDA Ireland has explained that there is usually a time lag of between three to five years be-
tween the announcement of an investment and the jobs coming on stream as a result of that in-
vestment, and, that some investment and job creation projects are not announced in accordance 
with the company’s wishes.  The Agency has also confirmed that grant payments are not made 
until critical project milestones relating to jobs coming on stream are reached. 

In order to ensure that Ireland can continue to compete globally for foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), it will be necessary to undertake an in depth analysis of our FDI strategy with a 
view to informing the formulation of an appropriate strategy for the period post 2014. This 
analysis, which will be undertaken later this year, will take account of factors such as key trends 
emerging in FDI best practice internationally, Ireland’s strengths in attracting FDI, any changes 
to the EU’s State Aid rules that may be introduced in the near future and our agreed approach 
to regional development. 

In the meantime, IDA Ireland has assured me that it will in 2013, in accordance with the 
Government’s 2013 Action Plan for Jobs, seek to target more than 130 new investments, secure 
€500 million of R&D expenditure and create 13,000 new jobs in its client companies.

28/02/2013WRR00650IDA Job Numbers

28/02/2013WRR00700135. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of new jobs created by new investments by Industrial Development Agency spon-
sored companies in County Donegal over the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10819/13]

28/02/2013WRR00800Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Forfás 
Annual Employment Survey reports, on a county basis, on job gains and losses in companies 
that are supported by the enterprise development agencies.  Information is provided by compa-
nies on a confidential basis for statistical purposes only. It is not possible, therefore, to provide 
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information at company level or for individual locations throughout a particular country.  It 
should be noted, also, that there is usually a time lag of between three and five years between 
the announcement of an investment and the jobs coming on stream as a result of that investment 
and that some investment and job creation projects are not announced.

I am informed by IDA Ireland that its client companies created a total of 739 new jobs in 
Donegal in the five year period from 2008 to 2012.  Details of the number of new jobs created 
in each year are set out in the tabular statement.  At present, there are 14 IDA Ireland client 
companies in Co. Donegal employing 2,228 people in full and part-time positions.

IDA Ireland has indicated that the challenge it faces is to continue to win top quality foreign 
direct investment (FDI) for Ireland in a very challenging global environment.  International 
competition for FDI has become extremely intense and continues to increase.  Leading global 
corporations require a significant population pool, access to qualified talent, world class physi-
cal and digital infrastructure as well as the availability of sophisticated professional and busi-
ness support services.  IDA Ireland, however, tries to influence these choices by prioritising 
the marketing of Gateway locations within each Region as the locations of critical mass with 
sufficient scale of population, skills, infrastructure, companies, business services, etc. and high-
lights the opportunities provided by Hub locations which are within commuting distances of 
these Gateways. 

With continuing enhancement and improvements in physical and digital infrastructure, an 
FDI project secured for one Gateway can have a positive impact on other Gateways and their 
surrounding areas. It must be acknowledged, however, that the decision on where a client com-
pany will locate a new FDI investment is ultimately made by the senior managers of the com-
panies involved.

I am mindful of the concerns that have been expressed by Deputies on all sides of the House 
about the relatively low level of site visits to certain regional locations and I have raised this 
matter with the CEO of IDA Ireland with a view to exploring what further initiatives can be 
taken to influence potential investors to invest in such locations. 

I am mindful, also, that in order to ensure that Ireland can continue to compete globally for 
FDI, it will be necessary to undertake an in depth analysis of our FDI strategy with a view to 
informing the formulation of an appropriate strategy for the period post 2014. This analysis, 
which will be undertaken later this year, will take account of factors such as key trends emerg-
ing in FDI best practice internationally, Ireland’s strengths in attracting FDI, any changes to 
the EU’s State Aid rules that may be introduced in the near future and our agreed approach to 
regional development. 

Notwithstanding the challenges it faces, IDA Ireland has assured me that it will in 2013, in 
accordance with the Government’s 2013 Action Plan for Jobs, seek to target more than 130 new 
investments, secure €500 million of R&D expenditure and create 13,000 new jobs in its client 
companies. 

Table Showing the Number of New Jobs created in IDA Ireland Client Companies in 
County Donegal in each of the years 2008 to 2012

Employment 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Number of New Jobs created 67 63 152 271 186

28/02/2013WRR00850Departmental Bodies
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28/02/2013WRR00900136. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past 
five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as 
chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, me-
diation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any 
body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each 
case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or 
was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10883/13]

28/02/2013WRR01000Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are no 
members or former members of the judiciary who, have acted in the capacity described in the 
Question, for my Department during the past 5 years.

28/02/2013WRS00150Social Welfare Appeals Delays

28/02/2013WRS00200137. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
an update on current efforts to reduce the social welfare appeals backlog; if she will acknowl-
edge the strain the current backlogs are placing on individuals and families; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10738/13]

28/02/2013WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): There has been a significant in-
crease in the number of appeals finalised from 17,787 in 2009 to 32,558 in 2012. Processing 
times have been reduced by 10.3 weeks overall in 2012  with respect to 2011, with time for an 
oral hearing down by 13 weeks and the time for summary decision up by 2.7 weeks.  Of course, 
further improvement is needed to reduce unacceptable delays in the time taken to conclude ap-
peals.

In that regard, -

 - The Chief Appeals Officer expects to finalise 6,000 more cases in 2013 than in 2012;

 - There is a major programme of process redesign and modernisation currently underway in 
relation to many scheme areas which will reduce backlogs and will also reduce the time taken 
for the Department to respond to requests from the SWAO for submissions in relation to ap-
peals;

 - It is expected that eight additional Medical Assessors will be appointed in 2013, which 
will assist in reducing the time taken for appeals where a medical assessment is required.

All these measures together will reduce the waiting time for appellants.

  Question No. 138 withdrawn.

28/02/2013WRS00550Personal Public Service Numbers

28/02/2013WRS00600139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a PPS number 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10744/13]

28/02/2013WRS00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Where a person living outside of 
the State requires a Personal Public Services Number, an application may be made to have one 
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allocated under the exceptional registration process by submitting the required documenta-
tion to the Client Identity Services (CIS) Division of my Department.  From the information 
provided by the Deputy, CIS have been unable to trace an application in the case of the person 
concerned.  I understand that further detail has been requested from the Deputy’s Office but that 
a response has not yet been received.

28/02/2013WRS00750Job Creation Issues

28/02/2013WRS00800140. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to a situation in a community council whereby a difficulty has arisen in terms of 
replacing a person (details supplied); the options available to the council; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10763/13]

28/02/2013WRS00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Tús is a community work place-
ment initiative which is being delivered through the network of local development companies 
and by Údarás na Gaeltachta in Gaeltacht areas - collectively referred to as the Implementing 
Bodies.  Expressions of interest and applications from community, voluntary and not-for-profit 
organisations wishing to offer work placement opportunities are managed at local level by the 
relevant Implementing Body operating in that area.   I have made enquires with respect to the 
matter raised by the Deputy and have been advised that the community group concerned has 
made a request for a replacement Tús participant to West Cork Development Partnership.  Un-
fortunately, the Implementing Body has not been able to identify a person for this placement to 
date but it will maintain contact with the community council to support its operations.  Should 
the community group wish to check the status of their application, I would advise that they 
liaise directly with West Cork Development Partnership on 023 - 8834035.

28/02/2013WRS00950Rural Social Scheme Applications

28/02/2013WRS01000141. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection under the present 
rules of the rural social scheme, the amount of payment that a single farmer would get on the 
rural social scheme if he or she were to go on the scheme; if he or she were at present receiv-
ing a personal payment of €100 per week, farm assist; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10768/13]

28/02/2013WRS01100142. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if payment on the 
rural social scheme for new entrants is based on the current rate of farm assist they receive or 
other social welfare payment plus €20 and not the personal rate of €208 for all participants as 
heretofore; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10769/13]

28/02/2013WRS01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
141 and 142 together.

With effect from 17 September 2012 rates of payment on the rural social scheme (RSS) 
were amended to bring them in line with those on the community employment programme 
and Tús, the community work placement initiative.  All new entrants to the RSS from this date 
onwards are paid the equivalent of their existing rate of social welfare payment plus a top-up 
of €20, with a minimum payment of €208 being awarded for those joining the scheme with an 
existing social welfare payment rate of €188 or less per week.  The rates of payment to those 
already on the RSS prior to 17 September 2012 are not affected by this change.
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28/02/2013WRS01250Job Initiatives

28/02/2013WRS01300143. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if she intends to con-
tinue with the job initiative scheme; if all participants on the scheme will be allowed remain on 
the scheme indefinitely or to retirement age; the number of participants on the scheme and the 
number of these who are under 60 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10772/13]

28/02/2013WRS01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton):  The Job Initiative (JI) scheme was 
launched in 1996.  The Job Initiative programme initially provided three years full-time em-
ployment for people who - on entry to the scheme - were 35 years of age or over, unemployed 
for 5 years or more, and in receipt of social welfare payments over that period.   In November 
2004 the then Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment decided to allow those already on 
the programme to remain until retirement age (at 66). Further recruitment onto the scheme was 
also halted from that date. Current policy is to let JI wind down naturally, with no new recruit-
ment. There are 1,170 persons on JI as at month-end January 2013 of whom 866 are under the 
age of 60.

A stakeholder conference was held on the 18 of February 2013 to consider the recommen-
dations made in the Review of Employment Support Schemes, published by this Department 
in November 2012. The conference provided stakeholders with the opportunity to debate the 
issues raised. Further consideration will now be given to the recommendations made over the 
next number of months.

28/02/2013WRS01450Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

28/02/2013WRS01500144. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) in Dublin 5 will receive their rent supplement; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10781/13]

28/02/2013WRS01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned recently 
moved address, which necessitated a review of her entitlement to Rent Supplement.  The claim 
has been reviewed and Rent Supplement has been awarded at the monthly rate of €811.30.  The 
next payment date will be 4 March 2013.   This payment covers the period 1 February 2013 to 
28 February 2013.  Some documentation in relation to this claim remains outstanding and the 
claim has been awarded on the understanding that the person concerned will provide the out-
standing documentation to the Rents Unit by 22 March 2013.  Failure to provide the outstand-
ing documentation may result in payment of the Rent Supplement being suspended.

28/02/2013WRS01650Carer’s Allowance Payments

28/02/2013WRS01700145. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when carer’s allow-
ance will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10805/13]

28/02/2013WRS01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person in question was award-
ed carer’s allowance for two people from 23 December 2008. The person concerned was in 
receipt of the payment up to 25 April 2012. A social welfare investigative officer reviewing 
this case was of the opinion that the person in question was not providing full-time care and 
attention.  In response to the social welfare investigative officer’s report, the case was referred 
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to one of the Department’s medical assessors for review. Having assessed additional evidence 
submitted by the carer the medical assessor was of the opinion that the carees in question were 
not medically eligible for carer’s allowance. The deciding officer, having reviewed all the evi-
dence in this case, disallowed the payment on the grounds that the carees are not medically 
eligible and that full-time care and attention is not being provided and the payment ceased on 
25 April 2012.

The person in question has appealed this decision.  All the necessary papers have recently 
been submitted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office for determination.  The Social Welfare 
Appeals Office will be in touch with the person directly regarding the progress of the appeal.

     Questions Nos. 146 and 147 withdrawn.

28/02/2013WRT00250Social Welfare Benefits Issues

28/02/2013WRT00300148. Deputy Paudie Coffey asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 350 of 11 January 2012, if there are any further updates in relation to this 
matter; if the departmental group has finalised its examination of the unique position of retained 
fire fighters and their social protection payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10833/13]

28/02/2013WRT00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Part-time fire-fighters are entitled 
to a jobseeker’s payment in respect of days that they are engaged in fire-fighting or training.  
They are, however, required to satisfy the statutory conditions for the receipt of a jobseeker’s 
payment of being available for and genuinely seeking work.  In this respect, Deciding Officers 
do not treat them differently to any other jobseeker’s benefit or allowance claimant.

The introduction of special arrangements exempting them from the requirement to fulfil the 
statutory conditions for entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit or allowance would raise equity is-
sues vis-a-vis other claimants to jobseeker’s payments.  However, taking account of the unusual 
circumstances of these workers and general efforts to develop and standardise our jobseeker 
schemes, a group was established in the Department to examine the position of part-time fire-
fighters.  

Internal deliberations on this issue are still on-going.  Further discussions with the Depart-
ment of Environment, Community and Local Government are also planned. I anticipate that my 
officials will be in touch with relevant deputies in the near future in this regard.

28/02/2013WRT00450Further Education and Training Programmes Eligibility

28/02/2013WRT00500149. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the qualifying criteria 
in respect of the new momentum education and training scheme; the steps she has taken to ad-
dress an anomaly whereby those in receipt of supplementary welfare allowance do not qualify 
for this scheme and yet applicants who have spent periods on back to education allowance, 
VTOS, FÁS-Fáilte Ireland training courses, Youthreach, community employment schemes, 
TÚS and so on, are deemed eligible; and if she will review the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 9 who has been accepted on to a course but has now been denied a place due 
to this anomaly. [10848/13]

28/02/2013WRT00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Momentum initiative pro-
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vides free education and training projects for up to 6,500 long-term unemployed jobseekers. 
The initiative is administered by FÁS and funded by the Department of Education & Skills 
through the National Training Fund (NTF) and co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF). 

In line with the commitments given in Pathways to Work, eligibility for the Momentum 
initiative is specifically targeted at the long term unemployed and a participant must meet the 
following criteria:

- Be unemployed and on the Live Register for 12 months (312 days)  or longer and

- Be in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance/Benefit from the Department of Social Protection 
(DSP) or credited contributions for 12 months or longer and

- Be actively seeking work.

However, a person who was unemployed for 12 months in the previous 18 months may be 
considered eligible for the initiative.  Periods spent on other activation schemes, for example 
the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA), Community Employment Schemes, Tús may count 
towards meeting the eligibility requirements for Momentum, provided the person has com-
pleted the scheme/programme and is on the Live Register.

The main purpose of the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme is to provide 
immediate and flexible temporary or interim assistance for those in need, who do not qualify 
for payment under other State schemes. SWA may be available to an applicant awaiting the 
outcome of either a decision - or an appeal against a decision - on a claim for a social welfare 
payment from the Department. Periods spent solely on SWA are not used towards the qualifying 
period if no entitlement to a social welfare payment has been established. 

The person in question does not meet the qualification criteria for the Momentum initiative 
requiring 312 days on the live register. 

28/02/2013WRT00650Education and Training Provision

28/02/2013WRT00700150. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline 
the supports available for persons registering to participate in Springboard; if rent allowance 
is available for persons registering to participate on a course in an area other than where they 
presently reside; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10864/13]

28/02/2013WRT00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Participation on a Springboard 
course will not confer any additional entitlement to receive an income support payment from 
the Department of Social Protection. Participants who are in receipt of a Department of Social 
Protection income support payment may be able to retain such payments while pursuing a 
Springboard course through the part-time education option (PTEO) of the back to education 
programme. The PTEO allows jobseekers in receipt of jobseekers benefit or jobseekers allow-
ance who wish to pursue a part-time day or evening course of education to retain the payment 
subject to continuing to meet the eligibility conditions of the jobseekers payment, including 
being available for and genuinely seeking work. If a payment is due to cease prior to the end of 
a course, payment cannot be extended past the due cessation date.

Springboard participants are not disqualified from rent supplement on the grounds that they 
are engaged in these education courses. However, they must also meet the other qualifying 
conditions of the rent supplement scheme. To qualify for a rent supplement a person must have 
been residing in private rented accommodation (where at the commencement of the tenancy the 
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person could have reasonably afforded the rent and has experienced a substantial change in his 
or her circumstances where they are now unable to pay the rent) or accommodation for home-
less persons or in an institution (or any combination of these) for a period of 183 days within 
the preceding 12 months of the date of claim for Rent Supplement.

A person may also qualify for rent supplement where an assessment of housing need has 
been carried out within the 12 months preceding the date of claim and the person is deemed by 
the relevant Local Authority to be eligible for and in need of social housing support. Where the 
above requirements are met the assessment of the claim for Rent Supplement from a Spring-
board participant may proceed in the normal way. 

  Question No. 151 withdrawn.

28/02/2013WRT00950Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRT01000152. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide 
a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past five years, have 
acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under her Department, or as chairperson or 
member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, concilia-
tion, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body under his 
Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by her, specifying in each case the name of 
the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or was a member; the 
role or function performed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10886/13]

28/02/2013WRT01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): No members or former members 
of the judiciary have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under the aegis of my 
Department during the past five years. However, in June 2012, Justice Colin Daly resigned his 
position as Managing Solicitor of the Northside Community Law Centre (NCLC) following 
his appointment as District Court Judge, and is currently serving in the Dublin area.  My De-
partment provides funding to the NCLC under the Scheme of Grants for the Development and 
Promotion of Information and Welfare Rights.

28/02/2013WRT01125Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

28/02/2013WRT01200153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason job-
seeker’s allowance has been refused in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 10, who 
is registered with FÁS and is available for work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10906/13]

28/02/2013WRT01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The jobseeker’s allowance claim 
of the person concerned has been disallowed as his means were deemed to be in excess of the 
statutory limit.

28/02/2013WRT01350Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

28/02/2013WRT01400154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding payments in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10907/13]

28/02/2013WRT01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Section 248(2) of the Social Wel-
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fare (Consolidation) Act 2005 (the Act) states that where a person who is in receipt of a benefit 
which includes an increase in respect of a qualified adult, or where the spouse, civil partner or 
cohabitant is in receipt of any benefit in his or her own right, dies, payment of the benefit shall 
continue to be made for 6 weeks after the date of death and shall, during that period, be made 
to the person and subject to the conditions that may be prescribed.

For the purposes of the Act, a “cohabitant” means a cohabitant within the meaning of sec-
tion 172(1) of the Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 
i.e. one of 2 adults (whether of the same or the opposite sex) who live together as a couple in an 
intimate and committed relationship and who are not related to each other within the prohibited 
degrees of relationship or married to each other or civil partners of each other.

The former partner of the person concerned was paid disability allowance from 17 March 
1999 to 21 February 2012.  His last payment was on 15 February 2012, the date of his death. 

The person in question was not being paid as an adult dependent on the disability allowance 
application since November 2011.  The person in question applied for jobseeker’s allowance 
on 15 November 2011 and she stated on her application form that she was single. Prior to that 
she had been living with her partner, who is now deceased, who had been in receipt of disability 
allowance and who had been paid a qualified adult allowance for her and an increase in respect 
of their two children. 

When the person’s jobseeker’s allowance claim was being investigated she informed the 
social welfare investigator that she was separated from her partner and that he was living at a 
different address and she supplied the investigator with evidence to support this contention. She 
was awarded jobseeker’s allowance at the maximum rate plus an increase in respect of her two 
qualified children. 

In these circumstances, it is considered that the person in question cannot be considered 
to have been cohabiting with her former partner (now deceased) at the time of his death and, 
consequently, that she is not entitled to 6 weeks payment of disability allowance after the date 
of his death.

In the absence of any instruction to the contrary from the former partner of the person in 
question, she remained as the agent appointed to collect the disability allowance payment.  It is 
considered that this is a matter between the person in question and her former partner (R.I.P.) 
and that it has no material bearing on the status of the person in question or the alleged entitle-
ment to 6 weeks payment after death.

28/02/2013WRU00150Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

28/02/2013WRU00200155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the review 
of entitlement has been concluded in respect of an application for rent support in the case of 
persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10908/13]

28/02/2013WRU00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A review of this application is be-
ing undertaken at present and the persons concerned will be informed of the outcome once the 
review is completed.

28/02/2013WRU00350Social Welfare Benefits Applications



28 February 2013

813

28/02/2013WRU00400156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason job-
seeker’s allowance has not been approved and updated in the case of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10932/13]

28/02/2013WRU00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned has not ap-
plied for jobseeker’s allowance.  His jobseeker’s benefit claim has been awarded and payments 
will issue shortly.

28/02/2013WRU00550Wildlife Conservation

28/02/2013WRU00600157. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will 
introduce a system for investigating the deaths of seals, dolphins and porpoises. [10857/13]

28/02/2013WRU00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Seals, dol-
phins and porpoises are protected under the Wildlife Acts.  Special Areas of Conservation have 
been designated around our coasts for these species and a robust programme of scientific moni-
toring is in place, both for our seal species and for cetaceans.  Furthermore, dolphins and por-
poises have very strict protection under Article 12 of the EU Habitats Directive.

In recent months, officials of my Department have conducted wildlife law enforcement 
operations regarding dead seals on the Waterford and Wexford coasts.  These cases were inves-
tigated and, following a necropsy examination in one case, foul play was not considered to be 
involved.  Officials working in coastal areas will remain particularly vigilant during the seal 
breeding season and will continue to work closely with other law enforcement authorities in 
such situations. 

Officials of my Department also work closely with the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group.  This 
group operates a Cetacean Stranding Scheme, with funding from my Department, all around the 
Irish coastline.  The scheme monitors the strandings of whales, dolphins and porpoises.  While 
most mortality is due to natural causes, where strandings occur in unusual or suspicious cir-
cumstances my Department is in a position to carry out further investigations.  For example, in 
response to the recent strandings of 15 common dolphins over a short period of time in Mayo, 
my Department organised for post mortems to be carried out on five of these animals.  The final 
results of these tests are expected in March.

28/02/2013WRU00750Inland Waterways Maintenance

28/02/2013WRU00800158. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding the proposal to extend the Shannon navigation towards Dowra, County Ca-
van; when it is proposed to lodge a new planning permission application; the likely timescale 
for construction of this project if planning permission is granted; the projected overall financial 
investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10745/13]

28/02/2013WRU00900Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised 
by Waterways Ireland that, following the refusal of An Bord Pleanála to award planning permis-
sion for the extension of the Shannon Navigation towards Dowra, an assessment was under-
taken by Waterways Ireland of the various issues raised in the planning process. 

Since that time, however, Waterways Ireland has reprioritised its work programme in the 
context of reduced resources and has now advised that it is not proposed to re-apply for plan-
ning permission for the Dowra project at this time. 
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28/02/2013WRV00150Licence Applications

28/02/2013WRV00200159. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if a licence application has been received by his Department for an extension to the hare hunting 
and or beagling season into March 2013. [10806/13]

28/02/2013WRV00300Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Irish 
Masters of Beagles Association (IMBA) applied for a licence to my Department to hunt hares 
outside the dates provided in the Open Seasons Order for hares.  Specifically, they applied for 
a licence to hunt hares from 1 March 2013 until 17 March 2013.  My Department refused the 
application, which is consistent with previous years’ requests.

County Limerick Coursing Club, which is a club affiliated to the Irish Coursing Club, ap-
plied for a licence to hold a hare coursing meeting from 1 March until 3 March 2013, which is 
outside the Open Season for hares.  This licence was applied for, and granted on a precautionary 
basis, to be used only if their coursing meeting scheduled for 22 February to 24 February 2013 
was postponed (e.g. due to bad weather/unsuitable ground conditions).  In that context, no extra 
days coursing would have taken place.  As the original meeting went ahead on the scheduled 
dates, the licence issued will not now be used.

28/02/2013WRV00350Special Protection Areas Designation

28/02/2013WRV00400160. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason his officials have not met local landowners in the Falcarragh-Meenlaragh special pro-
tection area in relation to the recent designation of the protection area; if they will meet them 
before the response deadline of 12 March 2013 recognising that some landowners affected have 
not received any notification as yet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10853/13]

28/02/2013WRV00500Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The inten-
tion to designate the site referred to by the Deputy was widely publicised in July 2011, through 
direct correspondence with landowners as well as by advertisement in local and national media.  
Officials of my Department have met with many landowners in this area to discuss the proposed 
designation.  The officials will continue to facilitate requests from any individual, or group of 
individuals, who wish to discuss the matter with them before the 12th March next, which is 
the deadline for the submission of scientific reports to the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory 
Board for those who have opted to make formal (Stage 2) objections to the proposed designa-
tion.

28/02/2013WRV00550Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRV00600161. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past 
five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as 
chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, me-
diation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any 
body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each 
case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or 
was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10874/13]
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28/02/2013WRV00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department was established on 2nd June 2011 and the information re-
quested is being provided from that date onwards.  

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Honourable Mr. Justice Bryan McMahon chaired a full 
day seminar on genealogy, on behalf of my Department, in September 2011 and the Honourable 
Mr. Justice John Quirke chaired the Peatlands Forum, on behalf of the Government, in Febru-
ary/March 2012.  Both were serving Judges of the High Court when they undertook those tasks.

With regard to bodies funded from my Department’s Vote Group, the position is as follows:-

- the Honourable Mr. Justice Peter Charleton, a serving Judge of the High Court, is Chair-
man of the National Archives Advisory Council; and

- Judge Paul Kelly, a serving Judge of the District Court, is a member of the Board of the 
National Museum of Ireland.

In addition, the Honourable Mr. Justice Bryan McMahon, now retired as a Judge of the High 
Court, currently serves as Chair of the Board of the Abbey Theatre.

28/02/2013WRV00750Energy Schemes Issues

28/02/2013WRV00825162. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources bearing in mind his policy statement on the strategic importance of transmission and 
other energy infrastructure which states the Government underlines the imperative for early 
and ongoing engagement and consultation with local communities and all stakeholders before 
entering planning, his views on whether communities in the North-South interconnector area 
who are potentially affected by the line should be entitled to the same early and transparent con-
sultation process now afforded to the communities in the grid link and grid west study areas in 
view of the fact that the North-South interconnector project is the subject of a completely new 
planning application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10762/13]

28/02/2013WRV00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The strategic and economic importance of investment in networks and energy infrastructure was 
emphasised in the ‘Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Transmission 
and Other Energy Infrastructure’, published in July 2012.  The North-South transmission line 
is vital infrastructure for the island.  The lack of sufficient interconnection between the North 
and South is preventing the full benefits of the all-island market being realised for consumers.

Meaningful and effective public consultation is a central tenet to all of EirGrid’s infrastruc-
ture development projects, including the North South 400kV Interconnection Development.

The North South project was launched five years ago and has involved comprehensive pub-
lic and stakeholder consultation activities, including the opening of dedicated project offices by 
EirGrid in Navan and Carrickmacross.

Following the withdrawal of the original planning application for the North South 400kV 
Interconnection Development in 2010, EirGrid is conducting a comprehensive re-evaluation of 
the project, which will ensure that the new application follows a project development and con-
sultation roadmap in a manner similar to projects such as Grid Link and Grid West.

As part of its Grid25 national transmission development programme, EirGrid has produced 
the project development and consultation roadmap as a framework for its larger infrastructure 
projects, such as the Grid Link and Grid West projects.  The roadmap provides a clear and 
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structured process, with public and stakeholder consultation occurring from the earliest stage 
of project development.

Stage one includes identification of a study area to meet the needs of that particular project; 
the identification of environmental and other constraints within that study area; and the identifi-
cation of potential route corridors which seek to avoid those identified constraints to the greatest 
extent practicable or feasible.  Each of these elements is subject to public consultation.

Stage two involves further review of previous options, endorsement of a preferred route 
corridor, and identification of a potentially feasible indicative line route within that preferred 
route corridor. 

Again, these steps are subject to ongoing public and stakeholder consultation and landowner 
engagement along the identified indicative line route. 

Stages 3 and 4 are primarily concerned with confirmation of the final line route, and associ-
ated preparation of technical and environmental assessments, with ongoing engagement with 
the public and landowners, seeking agreement where possible for the location of structures on 
landholdings. 

The final proposal is then submitted to the appropriate authority - usually An Bord Pleanála 
- for development consent.

The re-evaluation of the North South 400 kV Interconnection Development has comprised a 
review of all issues and submissions concerning the previous application, as well as information 
received and issues arising since June 2010.  A Re-evaluation Report will be published shortly.

In this context, the overall re-evaluation process, including the publication of preliminary 
findings in 2011 and related public and stakeholder consultation, effectively constitute stages 
one and two of EirGrid’s Project Development and Consultation Roadmap.

I understand from EirGrid has assured me that it is satisfied that the re-evaluation process is 
consistent with the framework, particularly as it will continue to be subject to public and stake-
holder consultation and input.

In addition, the latter stages of route identification, environmental assessment, and prepa-
ration of a new application for development consent will also occur in accordance with the 
framework of the roadmap.

The project will enter stage three of the EirGrid project roadmap within the next few months.  
The objective of this stage will be to confirm the preferred project solution.

The goals of this phase of consultation will be to:-

- Engage with landowners on the preferred project solution;

- Conduct environmental studies and surveys;

- Consult with members of the public and other stakeholders on matters to be addressed in 
the Environmental Impact Statement;

- Consult with members of the public and other stakeholders on the Re-evaluation Report 
and the preferred project solution;

- Provide members of the public, landowners and other stakeholders with information on the 
project and the progression towards a planning application.
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As part of the public consultation and engagement activities a further round of consultation 
will be held.  In particular, landowners will be encouraged to participate in this consultation.

Completion of the North South project will further consolidate the all-island electricity 
market established in 2007, providing for the seamless transfer of electricity across the island, 
delivering greater competition, reducing the need for further investment in thermal generation 
and ensuring the availability of low cost generation to the market.

28/02/2013WRV00950Postal Services

28/02/2013WRV01000163. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources his plans to introduce post codes across the State. [10817/13]

28/02/2013WRV01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
The Government is committed to introducing postcodes across the State.  The procurement pro-
cess to select a postcode management licence holder to implement a National Postcode System 
began in 2011 with the publication of a Pre-Qualification Questionnaire on www.etenders.gov.
ie.  That process is still ongoing, and it is expected to conclude in the first half of 2013.

The final decision to proceed with implementation of a national postcode will be one for 
Government and will be based on appropriate financial, technical and operational consider-
ations.

28/02/2013WRV01150Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRV01200164. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources if he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, 
during the past five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his 
Department, or as chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions includ-
ing arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any 
other role in or in any body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by 
him, specifying in each case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court 
of which he or she is or was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10876/13]

28/02/2013WRV01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
I wish to advise the Deputy that no members or former members of the Judiciary have either 
acted as Chairperson or been a member of the Board of any State Body under the aegis of my 
Department or carried out a function in any other capacity as outlined by the Deputy.

28/02/2013WRV01350Building Regulations Compliance

28/02/2013WRV01400165. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government when regulations were last updated regarding ventilation in domestic buildings; 
and if he will bring forward new guidelines regarding same. [10754/13]

28/02/2013WRV01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The legal requirement in relation to ventilation in domestic buildings is set out in Part F 
of the Building Regulations 1997-2012, and the accompanying Technical Guidance Document 
F (TGD F) outlines how the requirement can be achieved in practice.  Building Regulations 
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typically apply to new building and, in specific circumstances, to existing buildings undergoing 
an extension or a significant alteration or change of use.  A full review of Part F, and the accom-
panying TGD F, was most recently completed in 2009.

Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, made under section 18 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1992.  These Regulations were further amended by the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) (Amendment) Regulations 2009, which specify a number of requirements in 
relation to a range of matters including sanitary facilities, refuse facilities, heating, lighting and 
ventilation.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply 
with the Regulations. 

Both the Building Regulations and the Housing Regulations are kept under review in my 
Department and there are no proposals for changes in relation to ventilation requirements under 
consideration by the Department at present.

28/02/2013WRV01550Housing Assistance Payments Eligibility

28/02/2013WRV01600166. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if, in respect of the low income subsidy granted to some holders of local 
authority shared-ownership loans, his attention has been drawn to the fact that the subsidy is 
assessed by local authorities at a single point in the calendar year, that as a result the benefit is 
often not available to persons who would otherwise qualify for long periods of time, causing 
significant financial difficulties; the way he proposes to address this anomaly; if he will provide 
details of all circulars issued from his Department on the administration of shared-ownership 
loans in the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10761/13]

28/02/2013WRV01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Affordable Housing Scheme a mortgage subsi-
dy is payable to qualifying households based on income bands.  A similar subsidy applies under 
the Shared Ownership Scheme towards the rent payment for that portion of the equity not yet 
purchased.  The level of subsidy ranges between €2,550 for incomes up to €13,000 and €1,050 
for incomes up to €28,000 and its application is a matter for the individual housing authorities.

Local authority mortgage holders - including those who purchased under shared ownership  
- also benefit from extremely keenly priced interest rates which generally run at around 0.5% 
lower than the best rates available in the market.

The review of Part V of the Planning and Development Acts announced in the context of the 
standing down of affordable housing schemes as part of the Government’s housing policy state-
ment will include an examination of the operational aspects of the shared ownership scheme.  
That review is currently advanced and I expect the consultants’ report that informs the re-
view will be published shortly.  Any future changes to legislation governing affordable housing 
schemes, including the shared ownership scheme, will be made in the context of this review.

28/02/2013WRV01750Roads Maintenance Issues

28/02/2013WRV01800167. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to transfer responsibilities for roads and pathways in local author-
ity areas of responsibilty to the National Roads Authority. [10800/13]
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28/02/2013WRV01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Responsibility in relation to the National Roads Authority and legislation relating to 
roads rests primarily with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

The Action Programme for Effective Local Government: Putting People First, which I pub-
lished in October 2012, sets out Government decisions on a range of measures in relation to lo-
cal government.  It envisages that local government will be the main vehicle of governance and 
public service at local level – leading economic, social and community development, delivering 
efficient and good value services, and representing citizens and local communities effectively 
and accountably.  Consistent with this principle, the Action Programme gives a clear commit-
ment that, in future, the functions of government at local level will be performed through the lo-
cal government system to the greatest possible extent. It also provides for delegation of greater 
responsibility to local level in relation to a number of functions, including greater discretion 
in relation to the funding of roads.  Proposals for delegation of greater responsibility to local 
authorities in accordance with the Action Programme will be the subject of further engagement 
with relevant Departments, as necessary.

28/02/2013WRW00200Local Authority Staff Issues

28/02/2013WRW00300168. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if any directive has been issued to local authorities to refuse to pay local au-
thority grade six workers the first hour of overtime worked during the week, Monday to Friday, 
and the reason workers are expected to work that hour for free, as is the case, for example, in 
Dublin City Council. [10801/13]

28/02/2013WRW00400Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Day to day operational matters in local authorities, including overtime arrangements, are 
a matter for individual local authorities.  Information in relation to rates of overtime in local 
authorities is presented in the tables.   

Overtime rates for the Clerical/Administrative grades are as follows: 

Grades whose maximum salary does not exceed that of Staff Officer (€48,495): 

Hours Time
First 3 hours in week Time plus one-quarter 
Next 5 hours Time plus one-half 
Thereafter Double time 

Grades whose maximum salary does not exceed that of Administrative Officer (€61,418):

Hours Time
First hour in week in excess of gross working hours Free 
Next 2 hours Time plus one-quarter 
Next 5 hours Time plus one-half 
Thereafter Double time 

Overtime rates for General Operatives and other grades, outside of normal working hours, generally 
apply as follows:

Hours Time

Finishing time-12.00 midnight Monday- Friday - Time plus one-half 
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Hours Time

Midnight-Normal starting time Monday-Friday - Double time 

First 4 hours/Up to lunchtime Saturday - Time plus one-half 

All remaining hours Saturday - Double time 

All hours Sunday - Double time 

28/02/2013WRW00500Regeneration Projects Status

28/02/2013WRW00600169. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update for the regeneration of St. Teresa’s Gardens; if 
the funding for the new build units as part of the regeneration has transferred to Dublin City 
Council; and if he will provide an update on the overall situation with this regeneration project. 
[10802/13]

28/02/2013WRW00700170. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the position regarding funding for the regeneration of Dolphin House, Dub-
lin; and the moneys available to rehouse senior citizens from Dolphin Park in a new complex on 
site, to refurbish the flats themselves and to build community facilities. [10803/13]

28/02/2013WRW00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 169 and 170 together.

Notwithstanding the constraints on capital expenditure across all the various measures un-
der my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, I will continue to support the 
National Regeneration Programme to the fullest extent possible. I am determined that there will 
be no loss of momentum in 2013 in progressing regeneration projects in Dublin City, including 
the Dolphin House and St. Teresa’s Gardens projects, and the other priority projects in Limerick 
City, Cork City and in a number of regional towns around the country. I intend to announce 
details of the capital allocations under the housing programme for 2013, including allocations 
to agencies and local authorities in respect of their regeneration programmes, very shortly.

Draft schematic regeneration proposals were developed by Dublin City Council and sub-
mitted to my Department in March 2012. These documents explore a number of options for 
the redevelopment of Dolphin House and St. Teresa’s Gardens. My Department is currently 
liaising with the Council to further develop these proposals for incorporation into an overall 
Masterplan. As soon as this process is concluded it is expected that the City Council will be in a 
position to provide projected multi-annual funding requirements for the future regeneration of 
both areas. Funding for the various constituent elements of these schemes must await approval 
of the Masterplan. 

In advance of the completion of detailed Masterplan, my Department approved a pro-
gramme of social inclusion initiatives for both locations in 2012. In the case of Dolphin House 
this included funding for a community worker, an extension to the existing CCTV system and, 
in addition, some €1.5 million to support an interim programme of remedial and improvement 
works to the flats in order to improve living conditions and address issues relating to insulation, 
condensation and wastewater drainage. Further works are scheduled for 2013. In relation to St. 
Teresa’s Gardens my Department also approved a programme of social inclusion initiatives in 
2012 in addition to funding for demolition works. A number of houses were also purchased by 
Dublin City Council in 2012 to facilitate the regeneration project.  

28/02/2013WRW00900Local Authority Housing Maintenance
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28/02/2013WRW01000171. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government his plans to retrofit inadeqately insulated local authority housing stock here. 
[10804/13]

28/02/2013WRW01100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 458 of 12 February 
which sets out the position with regard to the insulation of local authority housing stock.

28/02/2013WRW01200Local Authority Housing Provision

28/02/2013WRW01300172. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the number of local authority bedsits that there 
are in the State listing them by local authority area. [10816/13]

28/02/2013WRW01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): My Department collates and publishes a wide range of 
housing and planning statistics that inform the preparation and evaluation of policy and those 
data are available on my Department’s website www.environ.ie  . Data on local authority hous-
ing stock broken down by dwelling type are included in this range. However, the dwelling type 
variables are house or flat/apartment. Data are not compiled on local authority bedsits specifi-
cally. 

The Central Statistics Office collects detailed data at an aggregated national level on accom-
modation types and household characteristics and these data are available on www.cso.ie  . The 
data show that in the 2006-2011 intercensal period there was a significant decline in the number 
of local authority bedsits.

The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008, which set down minimum 
accommodation standards for rented properties, came into effect on 1 February 2009, with cer-
tain provisions being phased in for existing rental properties over a four year period to allow 
time for the carrying out of the significant remedial work that may be involved in achieving 
compliance. Since 1 February 2013 the regulations are fully in force.  Article 6 of the Regula-
tions sets out that each rental property must have exclusive access to its own sanitary facilities, 
and that those facilities are contained within the habitable area of the house. This provision will 
have the effect of removing traditional bed-sit-type accommodation from the rental market.  All 
landlords, including local authorities, have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented proper-
ties comply with these regulations. As responsibility for enforcing the regulations rests with the 
relevant local authority, supported by a dedicated stream of funding allocated by my Depart-
ment, I expect that authorities will be to the fore in terms of compliance with the regulations. 

28/02/2013WRW01500Water Meters Installation

28/02/2013WRW01600173. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a timeline for the rolling out of water meters and the 
implementation of water charges on households here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10838/13]

28/02/2013WRW01700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan):  The Programme for Government and the Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, 
the IMF and the ECB provide for the introduction of domestic water charges. The Government 
considers that charging based on usage is the fairest way to charge for water and it has decided 
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that water meters should be installed in households connected to public water supplies. The 
Government has also decided that Irish Water, a new State-owned water company to be estab-
lished as an independent subsidiary within the Bord Gáis Éireann Group, will be responsible 
for the metering programme. 

It is expected that the installation of meter boxes and domestic water meters will begin in 
the middle of this year and will be rolled out as quickly as possible thereafter. The Water Ser-
vices Bill 2013 will assign the necessary powers to allow Irish Water to undertake the metering 
programme. 

The Bill also assigns to the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) the power to advise 
the Government on the development of a regulatory framework for water services. The Govern-
ment intends assigning to CER a full range of regulatory powers before the commencement of 
domestic water charges. This will include powers to set tariffs as well as the establishment of 
customer protection measures. The framework for water charges will be developed and consult-
ed on by CER as part of the regulatory process. It is not intended that domestic water charges 
will commence before 2014.

28/02/2013WRW01800Social and Affordable Housing Provision

28/02/2013WRW01900174. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government the number of properties in counties Longford and Westmeath that have 
been identified by the National Asset Management Agency for use as social housing; if he has 
communicated with the local authorities on the availability of NAMA property for the purpose 
of providing social housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10843/13]

28/02/2013WRW02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): To date, 31 housing units in County Longford and 32 
housing units in County Westmeath have been identified by the National Assets Management 
Agency (NAMA) as being potentially available for social housing purposes.  The Local Au-
thorities and the Housing Agency are working systematically with NAMA to determine if there 
is a social housing demand for these properties.  Currently demand has been confirmed for 18 
of these units and negotiations are proceeding.   

28/02/2013WRW02100Building Regulations Application

28/02/2013WRW02200175. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will defer signing new regulations for a mandatory building certificate 
system under the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations Act 2013 until the forthcoming 
report from the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and Gaeltacht is studied; 
if he has considered the architects alliance paper on self-certification; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10850/13]

28/02/2013WRW02300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 429, 430 and 434 on 26 February 2013 which com-
prehensively sets out the position in relation to this matter. 

28/02/2013WRW02400Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

28/02/2013WRW02500176. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
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Government if he will prioritise the application by Fingal County Council for funding for phase 
two of the Rush, County Dublin, sewerage upgrade, as a matter of urgency in view of the fact 
that raw sewerage is being pumped into the sea at Rush. [10855/13]

28/02/2013WRW02600Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Portrane/Donabate/Rush/Lusk Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s 
Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013, with some elements to advance to construc-
tion and others to advance through planning during the lifetime of the Programme.   

Some contracts of the scheme, including the new wastewater treatment plant, are being ad-
vanced or have been completed, while others, including works within the Rush catchment, are 
still at the planning stage.   At the request of Fingal County Council, my Department is review-
ing the priority of the Rush element of the scheme.  This request is under consideration and a 
decision will be made as soon as possible.   

28/02/2013WRX00150Building Regulations Amendments

28/02/2013WRX00200177. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Building Control (Amendment) 
Regulations 2012, as per draft available on his Department’s website, will allow one person to 
design, construct and certify a building and his views on whether this is reasonable to ensure 
public safety. [10856/13]

28/02/2013WRX00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The document referred to was released for public consultation in 2012.  Over 500 submis-
sions were received which have now been fully reviewed by my Department and a definitive 
set of Building Control Amendment Regulations 2013 is currently being finalised for signature 
into law. 

The proposed Building Control Amendment Regulations 2013 will strengthen the current 
arrangements in place for the control of building activity by requiring the following in relation 
to all significant building works:

(a) drawings and particulars used for the purposes of construction to be submitted to the lo-
cal building control authority;

(b) design to be undertaken and certified by competent professionals prior to works com-
mencing;

(c) owners to formally assign a competent builder to undertake and certify the works;

(d) owners to formally assign a registered professional (to be known as the ‘Assigned Certi-
fier’) who will be tasked with (i) preparing an appropriate inspection plan for the building or 
works during construction (ii) carrying out inspections and overseeing inspection works by 
other parties in accordance with the inspection plan, and (iii) certifying the works for compli-
ance with the building regulations on completion;

(e) statutory certificates of compliance from designers, builders and assigned certifiers to 
confirm compliance with the Building Regulations and accepting legal responsibility for their 
work.

I am satisfied that the reforms proposed including the lodgement of drawings, inspection by 
registered professionals and statutory certification will result in the necessary improvement in 
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the quality of buildings and ensure that homeowners in particular are delivered the quality of 
homes they expect and deserve.  

It is not clear what useful purpose would be served by imposing a requirement for indepen-
dent design, construction and certification along the lines suggested.  The merits of a designer 
overseeing the implementation of their design cannot be overlooked.  Neither is there any in-
tention to constrain the capacity of all-in service delivery models in key sectors of the industry.  
Enforcement powers under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2007 continue to be vested in 
the local building control authorities and it is here that independence is called for and in place.

28/02/2013WRX00350Housing Adaptation Grants Funding

28/02/2013WRX00400178. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government when Kerry County Council will be notified of its block grant to the housing 
section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10865/13]

28/02/2013WRX00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I intend to announce the details of the 2013 capital al-
locations to local authorities under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, 
including the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability, 
in the coming days.

28/02/2013WRX00525Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRX00600179. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary 
who, during the past five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under 
his Department, or as chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions in-
cluding arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any 
other role in or in any body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by 
him, specifying in each case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court 
of which he or she is or was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10879/13]

28/02/2013WRX00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): Under section 105(2) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2012, the President 
of the High Court sits on a committee which recommends candidates for possible appointment 
by Government as Chairperson of  An Bord Pleanála.  The last appointment of a Chair took 
place in 2011 and the President (Mr. Justice Nicholas J. Kearns) was involved in that selection 
committee. 

The Tribunal regarding Inquiry into Certain Planning Matters and Payments comprised of 
Judges of the Circuit Court, Judge Alan Mahon, Judge Mary Faherty and Judge Gerald Keys.  
Judge Mahon continues to act in respect of cost awards arising from the work of the Tribunal.

In relation to Franchise matters the following appointments were made in the period 2008-
12:
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Year Judiciary Member Court at ap-
pointment 

Date of Ap-
pointment 

Serving/
Retired at 
appointment 

Function 

2008 Hon. Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill High Court 6 March 2008 Serving Chairperson of the Referendum Com-
mission on the Lisbon Treaty 

2009 Hon. Mr. Justice Frank Clarke High Court 7 July 2009 Serving Chairperson of the Referendum Com-
mission the Treaty of Lisbon 

2011 Hon. Mr Justice John D Cooke High Court 27 July 2011 Serving Chairperson of the Constituency 
Commission to report on Dáil and 
European Parliament constituencies. 

2011 Hon. Mr. Justice Bryan McMahon High Court 5 September 
2011 

Retired Chairperson of the Referendum Com-
mission on Judges’ Remuneration 

2011 Hon. Mr. Justice Bryan McMahon High Court 13 September 
2011 

Retired Chairperson of the Referendum Com-
mission on Houses of the Oireachtas 
Inquiries 

2011 Hon. Mr. Justice Nicholas Kearns President of the 
High Court 

28 September 
2011 

Serving Judicial Assessor to the Presidential 
Returning Officer at the ruling on 
Presidential election nominations 

2012 Hon. Mr. Justice Kevin Feeney High Court 30 March 2012 Serving Chairperson of the Referendum Com-
mission on the Treaty on Stability, 
Coordination and governance in the 
Economic and Monetary Union 

2012 Hon. Ms. Justice Mary Finlay 
Geoghegan 

High Court 19 September 
2012 

Serving Chairperson of the Referendum 
Commission on the Children’s 
Referendum 

In respect of the local authorities and the agencies under the aegis of my Department day 
to day operational matters, including appointments of the kind outlined in the question, are a 
matter for the local authority or agencies concerned.

28/02/2013WRX00738Croke Park Agreement Review

28/02/2013WRX00800180. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way nego-
tiations on pay talks with gardaí differ to that of other public servants; if it is possible to re-
dress any perceived imbalance in representation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10891/13]

28/02/2013WRX00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): At a sectoral level, the Gar-
da Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme provides a framework for discussions between Garda 
management, my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on the one 
hand and representatives of the Garda associations on the other hand.  The scheme covers such 
issues as pay, allowances, terms and conditions and other matters.  The scheme, which is simi-
lar to schemes operating elsewhere in the public service, provides for a Conciliation Council, 
an Arbitration Board and an Adjudicator and covers all ranks of the Garda Síochána up to and 
including the rank of Chief Superintendent.

At the national level, talks between public service employers and staff representatives on a 
revision to the Croke Park Agreement were recently concluded.  All staff representatives were 
invited to attend these talks which were facilitated by the Labour Relations Commission.  The 
Deputy will also be aware that the Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors and the Garda 
Representative Association chose not to participate in those talks.

28/02/2013WRX00950Garda Transport Data

28/02/2013WRX01000181. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pa-
trol cars currently available to each of the Garda districts in Longford-Roscommon division; the 
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Garda station in which they are based; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10793/13]

28/02/2013WRX01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and deployment of Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner.  Respon-
sibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to 
the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by operational 
circumstances.

The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating and re-allocating ve-
hicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with policing priorities, is 
essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.  As a consequence, it is not practicable 
to provide a breakdown of Garda vehicles by individual station.

However, I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Garda vehicles allo-
cated to the Garda Districts in the Roscommon/Longford Division is as detailed in the follow-
ing table:

District Vehicles
Boyle District 6
Castlerea District 8
Granard District 5
Longford District 8
Roscommon District 13

Garda management closely monitors the allocation of all policing resources and operational 
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of available resources and that the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.  
In addition, the Garda authorities have informed me that the current policing arrangements for 
the Roscommon/Longford Division make the best use of available resources.  Moreover, the 
Garda authorities have indicated that the needs of the Division will continue to be examined as 
additional resources become available.   

In that context, the Deputy will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An 
Garda Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure an additional 
171 vehicles, bringing the total number of vehicles procured in 2012 to 213.  The roll out of 
these vehicles to Garda Divisions throughout the country is ongoing and, in that context, I have 
been informed by the Garda authorities that 30 of the vehicles are being allocated to the Garda 
Western Region which includes the Roscommon/Longford Division.  These vehicles are being 
deployed in line with operational requirements.

A further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda 
transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, 
particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely 
limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, 
An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide an effec-
tive and efficient policing service.

28/02/2013WRX01150Garda Transport Data

28/02/2013WRX01200182. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
patrol cars currently available to each of the Garda districts in the Galway division; the Garda 
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station in which they are based; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10794/13]

28/02/2013WRX01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the de-
ployment of both Garda personnel and Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner 
in the context of his identified operational requirements. 

Responsibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is 
assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by 
operational circumstances.  The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocat-
ing and re-allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources 
with policing priorities, is essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.  As a con-
sequence, it is not practicable to provide a breakdown of Garda vehicles by individual station.

 However, I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Garda vehicles allo-
cated to the Garda Districts in the Galway Division is as detailed in the following table:

District Vehicles
Ballinasloe District 6
Clifden District 3
Galway District 39
Gort District 4
Loughrea District 5
Salthill District 10
Tuam District 10

Garda management closely monitors the allocation of all policing resources and operational 
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of available resources and that the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.  
In addition, the Garda authorities have informed me that the current policing arrangements for 
the Galway Division make the best use of available resources.  Moreover, the Garda authori-
ties have indicated that the needs of the Division will continue to be examined as additional 
resources become available.   

In that context, the Deputy will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An 
Garda Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure an additional 
171 vehicles, bringing the total number of vehicles procured in 2012 to 213.  The roll out of 
these vehicles to Garda Divisions throughout the country is ongoing and, in that context, I have 
been informed by the Garda authorities that 30 of the vehicles are being allocated to the Garda 
Western Region which includes the Galway Division.  These vehicles are being deployed in line 
with operational requirements.

A further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda 
transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, 
particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely 
limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, 
An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide an effec-
tive and efficient policing service.

28/02/2013WRX01350Garda Deployment

28/02/2013WRX01400183. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps being 
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taken to provide a Garda vehicle to stations (details supplied); when each station last had a ve-
hicle without having to rely on a district car; the number of personnel appointed to each station; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10795/13]

28/02/2013WRX01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the de-
ployment of both Garda personnel and Garda transport are matters for the Garda Commissioner 
in the context of his identified operational requirements. 

Responsibility for the efficient deployment of official Garda vehicles in each Division is 
assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations, as required by 
operational circumstances. The Deputy will appreciate that a degree of flexibility in allocating 
and re-allocating vehicles among stations, so as to best match the allocation of resources with 
policing priorities, is essential to the efficient management of the Garda fleet.

I would draw the attention of the Deputy to the fact that at this stage one of the stations he 
has referred to has been closed.  In addition, I am advised by the Garda authorities that an of-
ficial vehicle has not been allocated to the two other stations since 2012.  However, I also un-
derstand that the personnel attached to those stations have access to and utilise transport based 
at other stations. Moreover, the Garda authorities have confirmed that a comprehensive policing 
service is being delivered to the relevant communities. 

Garda management closely monitors the allocation of all policing resources and operational 
strategies in place on a District, Divisional and Regional level to ensure that the optimum use is 
made of available resources and that the best possible Garda service is provided to the public. 
In addition, the Garda authorities have informed me that the current policing arrangements for 
the Galway Division make the best use of available resources.  Moreover, the Garda authori-
ties have indicated that the needs of the Division will continue to be examined as additional 
resources become available.   

In that context, the Deputy will be aware that I made an additional €3 million available to An 
Garda Síochána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure an additional 
171 vehicles, bringing the total number of vehicles procured in 2012 to 213.  The roll out of 
these vehicles to Garda Divisions throughout the country is ongoing and, in that context, I have 
been informed by the Garda authorities that 30 of the vehicles are being allocated to the Garda 
Western Region which includes the Galway Division.  These vehicles are being deployed in line 
with operational requirements.

A further allocation of €5 million has been provided for the purchase and fit-out of Garda 
transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda transport, 
particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is severely 
limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, 
An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide an effec-
tive and efficient policing service.

28/02/2013WRX01550Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

28/02/2013WRX01600184. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
ensure that the online CT68 form that is filled in through the Garda PULSE system is amended 
so that in the case of an injury or fatality crash that there is no field available to a member of 
An Garda Síochána attending the scene of the crash to state that no testing took place because 
they formed an opinion test not required given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10807/13]
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28/02/2013WRX01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested a report from 
the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the Deputy. I will contact the Deputy 
again when the report is to hand.  

28/02/2013WRX01750Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Issues

28/02/2013WRX01800185. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide details of the number of gardaí who were driving under chief’s permission in 2011 and 
2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10813/13]

28/02/2013WRX01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have requested the specific 
information sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy 
directly when this information is to hand.

28/02/2013WRY0010028/02/2013WRY00150Court Accommodation Refurbishment

28/02/2013WRY00200186. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
money expended from 2004 to date on the courthouse at Market Square, Wicklow Town, in-
cluding any architects’ fees and moneys paid to Wicklow County Council to purchase the build-
ing and the public library adjacent to it; the reasons the courthouse has not yet been utilised or 
refurbished since the courts were temporarily transferred to Bray in 2007; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10820/13]

28/02/2013WRY00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy may be aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service.  The Act provides that the Service is independent in the perfor-
mance of its functions, including the maintenance and provision of courthouse facilities.

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have been informed 
by the Courts Service that  expenditure on buildings, including leases, maintenance and related 
expenditure, in Wicklow town between 2004 and 2012 was €2.455 million. This includes work 
on both Wicklow Courthouse and Wicklow Circuit Court Office. Of this figure, €2.050 million 
was spent to acquire the site adjacent to the courthouse from Wicklow County Council.

I am informed that the proposed redevelopment of the courthouse has not taken place be-
cause of the reduction in recent years in the capital funding available to the Courts Service for 
courthouse capital projects. The Courts Service has advised that when the necessary funding 
becomes available, it is their intention to redevelop Wicklow Courthouse as part of its pro-
gramme for the development of county town courthouses.

28/02/2013WRY00350Legal Matters

28/02/2013WRY00400187. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a request for 
mutual legal assistance has been made in respect of persons (details supplied), if he will support 
such a request; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10870/13]

28/02/2013WRY00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed that no request 
for assistance has been received to date.  As the Deputy will appreciate I have no function in 
relation to the investigation of complaints made outside the jurisdiction.  I am assured that any 
request for assistance that may be received will be considered in accordance with the relevant 
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legislation.

28/02/2013WRY00525Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRY00600188. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past five years, 
have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as chairperson 
or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, con-
ciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body under 
his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each case the name 
of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or was a member; 
the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10884/13]

28/02/2013WRY00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in tabular form below:

Name Status Court Role Board

Her Hon. Judge Doirbhile Flanagan SC Serving judge Circuit Court Chairperson Censorship of Publications 
Board

The Hon. Mr. Francis D. Murphy, S.C. Retired judge Supreme Court Chairperson Commissioners of Charitable 
Donations and Bequests for 
Ireland

The Hon. Mr. Justice Declan Budd Retired judge High Court Member Commissioners of Charitable 
Donations and Bequests for 
Ireland

The Hon. Ms. Justice Mary Laffoy Serving judge High Court Member Commissioners of Charitable 
Donations and Bequests for 
Ireland

The Hon. Ms. Justice Mary Irvine Serving judge High Court Member Commissioners of Charitable 
Donations and Bequests for 
Ireland

The Hon. Mr. Justice Patrick J. Mc-
Carthy

Serving judge High Court Member Criminal Law Codification 
Advisory Committee

The Hon. Mrs. Justice Susan Denham, 
Chief Justice

Serving Chief 
Justice

Supreme Court Chairperson Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr.  Justice Nicholas Kearns, 
President

Serving President High Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Nial Fennelly Serving judge Supreme Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Kevin Feeney Serving judge High Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Paul Gilligan Serving judge High Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Raymond 
Groarke, President

Serving President Circuit Court Member Courts Service Board

His Honour Judge Rory P. MacCabe Serving judge Circuit Court Member Courts Service Board

Her Honour Judge Rosemary Horgan, 
President

Serving President District Court Member Courts Service Board

Judge Gerard John Haughton Serving judge District Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Kevin Feeney Serving judge High Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Michael White Serving judge High Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill Serving judge High Court Member Courts Service Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Matthew Deery Serving judge Circuit Court Member Courts Service Board

Her Honour Judge Miriam Malone Serving judge District Court Member Courts Service Board

Her Hon. Judge Yvonne Murphy Retired judge Circuit Court Chairperson Dublin Archdiocese Com-
mission of Investigation into 
Child Sexual Abuse

The Hon. Mr. Justice Paul McDermott Serving judge High Court Chairperson Expert Group on Article 13 
of the European Convention 
on Human Rights
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Name Status Court Role Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Hugh O’Flaherty Retired judge Supreme Court Member Garda Síochána Arbitration 
Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Esmond Smyth Former President 
of the Circuit Court 
and former High 
Court judge

Circuit Court/
High Court

Chairperson Advisory Committee on 
Garda Interviewing of Sus-
pects (Smyth Committee)

His Hon. Judge Matthew Deery Serving judge Circuit Court Chairperson Garda Síochána Complaints 
Appeal Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Kevin Haugh Serving judge High Court Chairperson Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission

The Hon. Mr. Justice Frederick Morris Former President of 
the High Court

High Court Chairperson and 
sole Member

Morris Tribunal

The Hon. Mr. Justice Adrian Hardiman Serving judge Supreme Court Chairperson Irish Legal Terms Advisory 
Committee

His. Hon. Judge Rory P. MacCabe Serving judge Circuit Court Member Irish Legal Terms Advisory 
Committee

Judge Victor Blake Serving judge District Court Member Irish Legal Terms Advisory 
Committee

Judge Uinsin MacGruairc Retired judge District Court Member Previously 
served as a Member 
of the Committee 
in his capacity as a 
District Court judge 

Irish Legal Terms Advisory 
Committee

The Hon. Mrs. Justice Susan Denham, 
Chief Justice

Serving Chief 
Justice

Supreme Court Chairperson Judicial Appointments Advi-
sory Board 

The Hon. Mr.  Justice Nicholas Kearns, 
President

Serving President of 
the High Court

High Court Member Judicial Appointments Advi-
sory Board 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Raymond 
Groarke, President

Serving President of 
the Circuit Court

Circuit Court Member Judicial Appointments Advi-
sory Board 

Her Honour Judge Rosemary Horgan, 
President

Serving President of 
the District Court

District Court Member Judicial Appointments Advi-
sory Board 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Matthew Deery Serving judge Circuit Court Member Judicial Appointments Advi-
sory Board

Her Honour Judge Miriam Malone Serving judge District Court Member Judicial Appointments Advi-
sory Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Kevin Feeney Serving judge High Court Designated Judge Pursuant to Section 12(3) of 
the Criminal Justice (Surveil-
lance) Act 2009

The Hon. Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill Serving judge High Court Designated Judge Pursuant to Section 8 of 
the Interception of Postal 
Packets and Telecommunica-
tions Messages (Regulation) 
Act 1993 (as amended by 
Section 11 of the Communi-
cations (Retention of Data) 
Act 2011).

His Hon. Judge Carroll Moran Serving judge Circuit Court Complaints Referee Pursuant to the Interception 
of Postal Packets and Tele-
communications Messages 
(Regulation) Act 1993

The Hon. Mr. Justice Thomas Smyth Retired judge High Court Covert Human 
Intelligence Sources 
Oversight Authority

Covert Human Intelligence 
Sources Oversight Authority

His Hon. Mr. Justice Peter Smithwick Retired judge President of the 
District Court

Sole Member  Smithwick Tribunal

Judge Michael Reilly Retired judge District Court Inspector of Prisons Inspector of Prisons

The Hon. Mr Justice Brian McCracken Retired judge Supreme Court Chairperson Mental Health (Criminal 
Law) Review Board

The Hon. Mr. Justice Hugh Geoghe-
gan 

Retired judge Supreme 
Court 

Presiding Officer Citizenship Ceremony

The Hon. Mr. Justice John Mac Me-
namin

Serving judge Supreme Court Presiding Officer Citizenship Ceremony

The Hon. Mr. Justice Bryan Mc Mahon Retired judge High Court Presiding Officer Citizenship Ceremony

The Hon. Mr. Justice Declan 
Budd 

Retired judge High Court Presiding Officer Citizenship Ceremony
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Name Status Court Role Board

Her Hon. Judge Sarah Berkeley Serving judge Circuit Court Presiding Officer Citizenship Ceremony

Judge Elizabeth McGrath Serving judge District Court Presiding Officer Citizenship Ceremony

The Hon. Ms. Judge Mary Laffoy Serving judge High Court ex-officio Chair-
person

Registration of Deeds and 
Titles Rules Committee

The Hon. Mr. Justice Garrett Sheehan Serving judge Central Criminal 
Court

Member Working Group conducting 
a Strategic review of Penal 
Policy

        
     I also wish to inform the Deputy that in the time available to answer this question An 
Garda Síochána were unable to furnish the information requested. Should they provide infor-
mation same will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

28/02/2013WRY00750Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2013WRY00800189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding residency status and entitlement to naturalisation in the case of persons (details sup-
plied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10909/13]

28/02/2013WRY00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the person concerned was granted permission to remain in the State on 3 December 2007. 
Her permission was subsequently renewed and she is currently registered with the Garda Na-
tional Immigration Bureau up to 18 August 2013.

With regard to the Deputy’s query concerning the entitlement to Irish citizenship of the 
daughter of the person concerned, I understand that the Department of Foreign Affairs are cur-
rently examining the residency record of the mother in the State with a view to establishing 
if her daughter is entitled to an Irish passport post the recent Supreme Court judgment in the 
Sulaimon case.  

28/02/2013WRY00950Residency Permits

28/02/2013WRY01000190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which further consideration has been given to the application for long-term residency on the 
grounds of having established commitments in this jurisdiction in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10910/13]

28/02/2013WRY01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 25 February, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to make 
a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 
working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against him.  In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply 
for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.
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In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

The position in relation to the immigration status of Long Term Residency is that, at the date 
of application, a person applying for such status must have been legally resident in the State for 
over five years (60 months) on the basis of work permit, work authorisation or working visa 
conditions and, as such, must have Stamp 1 or Stamp 4 endorsements on their Passport during 
such periods. Given that the person concerned has no current right of residency in the State, he 
would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable to persons applying 
to my Department for Long Term Residency status.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRY01150Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2013WRY01200191. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding residency-entitlement to eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10911/13]

28/02/2013WRY01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned is a 
failed asylum applicant. Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person con-
cerned was notified, by letter dated 16 September, 2009, that the then Minister proposed to 
make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to be exercised within 
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the then Minister setting out reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply 
for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing 
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State 
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3(6) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) 
on the prohibition of refoulement.  All representations submitted will be considered before a 
final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of 
the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.   

The Deputy should note that as the person concerned has no current right of residency in the 
State, he would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable to persons 
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applying to my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRY01350Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2013WRY01400192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to date in the context of examination and determination of eligibility for resi-
dency/entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 10; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10912/13]

28/02/2013WRY01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has 
been granted leave to remain in the State for the three year period ending 10 January, 2014.  
This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 6 January, 2011.

It will be open to the person concerned to apply to the Citizenship Section of my Department 
for a Certificate of Naturalisation when he is in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria 
applicable to the lodgement of such applications. Details on the criteria to be met by persons 
lodging such applications are available from my Department’s Website (www.justice.ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRY01550Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2013WRY01600193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the examination and determination of eligibility in respect of residency/naturalisation 
in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10913/13]

28/02/2013WRY01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted temporary permission to remain in the State in 2001, under the arrangements then in 
place for the non-EEA parents of Irish born children. This permission was renewed on a regular 
basis and is currently valid until 29 August, 2015.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by 
the Deputy in June, 2012.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
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ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.     

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

28/02/2013WRY01750Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2013WRY01800194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10914/13]

28/02/2013WRY01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in June, 2012.

The application is being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation, such as good character and lawful 
residence, and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As well as being a significant event in the life of its recipient, the granting of Irish citizen-
ship through naturalisation as provided for in law is also a major step for the State which confers 
certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union level and 
it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

28/02/2013WRZ00150Deportation Orders Data

28/02/2013WRZ00200195. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the vari-
ous procedures undertaken to date in the course of determination of entitlement to residency/
naturalisation in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10915/13]

28/02/2013WRZ00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to my de-
tailed Reply to his earlier Parliamentary Question, No. 229 of Thursday, 20th December, 2012 
- copied beneath - in relation to this matter.  The position is unchanged since then.  Addition-
ally, the Deputy will appreciate that as the persons concerned have no current right of residency 
in the State, they would not be in a position to meet the lawful residency criteria applicable to 
persons applying to my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation.

The persons concerned comprise a father and a mother and their two children. The father 
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applied for asylum on 4th March, 2008. His asylum claim was refused. Arising from the refusal 
of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigra-
tion Act 1999 (as amended), he was notified, by letter dated 5th December, 2008, that the then 
Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him.  He was given the options, to 
be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the mak-
ing of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons 
why a Deportation Order should not be made against him.  In addition, he was notified of his 
entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the provisions of the Euro-
pean Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned initiated Judicial Review Proceedings in the High Court, challenging 
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in his case. The Judicial Review proceedings were 
struck out on 12th October, 2010 meaning that the earlier decisions of the Refugee Appeals Tri-
bunal and the then Minister stood.  The position in the State of the father will now be decided 
by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and 
Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  Any repre-
sentations submitted will be considered before a final decision is made.  Once a decision has 
been made, this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to 
the person concerned.

The mother also applied for asylum on 4th March, 2008. Her asylum claim was also re-
fused.  Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), she was notified, by letter dated 
15th November, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect 
of her.  She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State 
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to 
the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against her.  
In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance 
with the provisions of the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The mother submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consideration of this 
application has been completed, she will be notified in writing of the outcome.  In the event that 
the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State of the person con-
cerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition 
of refoulement.  Any representations submitted will be considered before a final decision is 
made. Once a decision has been made, this decision, and the consequences of the decision, will 
be conveyed in writing to the mother concerned.

A separate asylum application was lodged on behalf of the couple’s eldest child on 13th May, 
2008.  This application was also refused. Arising from the refusal of this asylum application, 
and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), 
this child was notified, by letter dated 15th November, 2010, that the then Minister proposed to 
make a Deportation order in respect of her. She was given the options, to be exercised within 
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation 
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation 
Order should not be made against her. In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply 
for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Eli-
gibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.  This child lodged an application for Subsidiary Pro-
tection. When consideration of this application has been completed, the child concerned will 
be notified in writing of the outcome. In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection 
is refused, the position in the State of the child concerned will then be decided by reference to 
the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the 
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Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement.  Any representations submit-
ted will be considered before a final decision is made. Once a decision has been made, this deci-
sion, and the consequences of the decision, will be conveyed in writing to the child concerned.

An asylum application was lodged in respect of the couple’s second child on 10th July, 2012. 
The Deputy will appreciate that it is not my practice to comment on individual asylum applica-
tions where a final decision has not been made.  It is unlikely that the Zambrano Judgment will 
have any impact on the cases of the couple in question given that no evidence has been submit-
ted to date to suggest that any of the couple’s children can claim an entitlement to Irish citizen-
ship.  The Deputy will appreciate that, in an Irish context, the terms of the Zambrano Judgment 
can only be applied to third country national parents of an Irish born minor citizen child who 
are residing in this State with their Irish born minor citizen child or children.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRZ00350Residency Permits

28/02/2013WRZ00400196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
followed to date in the matter of determination of eligibility for residency/naturalisation in the 
case of persons (details supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10916/13]

28/02/2013WRZ00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are currently no applica-
tions pending in my Department for residency or naturalisation in respect of the persons whose 
details were supplied.  If applications for asylum have been made by the persons concerned, 
the Deputy will be aware that it is not the practice to comment on applications which have not 
completed this process.  All applications for refugee status are determined by an independent 
process comprising the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and the Refugee Ap-
peals Tribunal which make recommendations to the Minister on whether such status should be 
granted.  All applications for refugee status are considered on their individual merits on a case 
by case basis having regard to the subjective and objective elements of the claim.

28/02/2013WRZ00550Residency Permits

28/02/2013WRZ00600197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding eligibility for naturalisation and update of Stamp 4 in the case of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10917/13]

28/02/2013WRZ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned was 
granted leave to remain in the State, on Stamp 4 conditions, for the two year period ending 17th 
May, 2013.  This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 18th 
May, 2011.  The person concerned is required to apply in writing for the renewal of this permis-
sion one month in advance of its expiry date. As a result, any such renewal application should 
be made in mid-April, 2013.  It will be open to the person concerned to apply to the Citizenship 
Section of my Department for a Certificate of Naturalisation when he is in a position to meet 
the lawful residency criteria applicable to the lodgement of such applications.  Details on the 



Questions - Written Answers

838

criteria to be met by persons lodging such applications are available from my Department’s 
Website (www.justice.ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRZ00750Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2013WRZ00800198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to validate the application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10918/13]

28/02/2013WRZ00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Officials in the Citizenship 
Division of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) inform me that there is 
no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the 
Deputy’s question.  Section 15 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, 
provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate 
of naturalisation provided certain statutory conditions are fulfilled.  The conditions are that the 
applicant must be of full age, be of good character, have had a period of one year’s continuous 
residency in the State immediately before the date of application and, during the eight years 
immediately preceding that period, have had a total residence in the State amounting to four 
years, intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation - have, before 
a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in such manner as the 
Minister, for special reasons, allows (i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity 
to the nation and loyalty to the State, and (ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the 
State and to respect its democratic values.

A foreign national who is married to, or is the Civil Partner of, an Irish citizen for at least 
three years may apply for naturalisation under section 15A of the Irish Naturalisation and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended, where they have been continuously resident in the island of 
Ireland for the year immediately prior to the date of their application and for two out of the four 
years prior to that year.  The marriage or civil partnership must be subsisting and recognised 
under Irish law. Section 15A provides that the Minister may waive certain conditions for natu-
ralisation if satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or 
her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, provides that the 
Minister may, in his absolute discretion, waive some or all of the statutory conditions in certain 
circumstances i.e. where an applicant is of Irish descent or of Irish associations; where an appli-
cant is a person who is a refugee within the meaning of the United Nations Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees; or where an applicant is a Stateless person within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless persons.  It is open to any indi-
vidual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a position to meet the statu-
tory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 as amended.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
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out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRZ00950Family Reunification Applications

28/02/2013WRZ01000199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if persons (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare can avail of family reunification in respect of the two children, 
aged six and seven years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10919/13]

28/02/2013WRZ01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that Family Reunification procedures apply only in the case of persons who have been granted 
refugee status.  The family to whom he refers are not in this category.  It is, however, open to 
all persons resident outside the state who are visa required and who wish to travel to Ireland to 
apply to their nearest Irish Embassy or Consulate for the appropriate visa.  A Join Family visa 
application may be the most appropriate in this case.  Each visa application is considered on its 
individual merits, the onus resting with the applicant to satisfy the Visa Officer as to why a visa 
should be granted.  Guidelines on the visa application process, including details of the required 
supporting documents, are available on the website of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service (www.inis.gov.ie).

Queries in relation to general immigration matters may be made directly to INIS by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using 
the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inad-
equate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRZ01150Residency Permits

28/02/2013WRZ01200200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if and when 
an application for residency will be authorised in the case of a person (details supplied) in 
County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10933/13]

28/02/2013WRZ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service (INIS) has no record of an application for permission to remain in the State 
in respect of the person concerned.  I should add that INIS has no record of any visa application 
to enter the State in respect of the person concerned.  Accordingly, as the person concerned is 
illegally in the State, INIS will be in contact with him, through his family members, regarding 
his future status in the State in the very near future.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRZ01350Residency Permits
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28/02/2013WRZ01400201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which he will review the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 in the matter of the 
person’s efforts to have a case for long-term residency-eligibility for naturalisation in line with 
submissions made by the person’s legal representatives and in view of their efforts to improve 
their education and economic independence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10934/13]

28/02/2013WRZ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned arrived 
in the State on 13 August 2003 and made an application for asylum on 14 August 2003.  The 
Refugee Applications Commissioner refused him a declaration of refugee status by letter dated 
9 February 2005. Judicial Review proceedings were lodged challenging, inter alia, the age as-
sessment.  By letter dated 9 February 2006 the person concerned was invited to make a new 
application for asylum.  The person made a new application for asylum on 15 February 2006.  
The Refugee Applications Commissioner refused him a declaration of refugee status by letter 
dated 24 May 2006.  This decision was subsequently upheld by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal 
and this was notified to the person on 23 April 2009.

On 27 May 2009 the person was informed that it was proposed to make a Deportation Order 
in his case and he was invited to apply for Subsidiary Protection and to make representations 
under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999.  Having considered the Subsidiary Protection ap-
plication and the representations, a Deportation Order was signed on 3 June 2010.  The person 
was notified by letter dated 10 June 2010.  The person concerned instituted Judicial Review 
proceedings on 24 June 2010 challenging the Deportation Order made in respect of him and 
accordingly, as the matter is sub judice, I do not propose to comment further.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2013WRZ01550Defence Forces Deployment

28/02/2013WRZ01600202. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Defence if it is proposed to trans-
fer any NCOs currently stationed in Coláiste Caomhín, Mobhi Road, Glasnevin, to New-
bridge, County Kildare, or to any other location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10811/13]

28/02/2013WRZ01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the military authorities 
that following completion of the re-organisation of the Defence Forces from a 3 Brigade to a 2 
Brigade structure, the General Staff decided to redeploy elements of Defence Forces Headquar-
ters, to best meet the future needs of the Defence Forces.  Part of this redeployment involves 
the moving of the Directorate of Human Resources Branch, with the exception of the Personnel 
Support Service (PSS) and the Civilian Employment Liaison Officer, from its current loca-
tion in Colaiste Caoimhin, Glasnevin to the Defence Forces Headquarters in Newbridge, Co. 
Kildare.  I understand that the relocation to Newbridge is scheduled to take place between 24-
28 June 2013, with the Human Resources Branch due to be operational there with effect from 
Monday 1 July 2013.  I am further advised that the Director of Human Resources informed per-
sonnel that those wishing to transfer out of Human Resources Branch, as a result of the move to 
Newbridge, would be facilitated where possible, in a manner that will be managed centrally by 
the Director and considered on a case by case basis.  I am advised that this is to ensure that the 
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required efficiencies and outputs of HR Branch continue to be achieved in the period leading 
up to the redeployment and thereafter.  I further understand that the process of endeavouring to 
facilitate personnel from Human Resource Branch who do not wish to move to Newbridge has 
commenced.

28/02/2013WRZ01725Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRZ01800203. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a list of 
the members or former members of the judiciary who, during the past five years, have acted as 
chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as chairperson or member of 
any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patron-
age, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body under his Department 
or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each case the name of the judge; 
if he or she is serving or retired; the Court of which he or she is or was a member; and the role 
or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10877/13]

28/02/2013WRZ01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Sections 184(K) and 184(D) of the Defence 
Act 1954, as amended, provides for the establishment of a committee for the purpose of as-
sessing the suitability of candidates for appointment as Military Judge and Director of Military 
Prosecutions.  One member of this independent committee shall be a Judge of the High Court, 
nominated by the President of the High Court.  The following table outlines the names and role 
of the appointed member of the judiciary to this committee.

Name Court Serving/retired Role
Mr. Justice Paul Gilligan High Court Serving* Nominated to serve on a Committee established under sec-

tion 184K in both 2007 and 2010.  
Mr. Justice Paul Gilligan High Court Serving* Nominated to serve on a Committee established under sec-

tion 184D in 2007.  
Mr. Justice Kevin Crosse High Court Serving* Nominated to serve on a Committee established under sec-

tion 184K in 2012.

*All Judges were serving at the time they performed the functions outlined.

Section 184LA of the Defence Acts, as amended, provides for a Circuit Court Judge to per-
form the functions of the Military Judge in certain circumstances, including where there is a 
vacancy for the position of Military Judge.  Under the provisions of section 184LA Mr Justice 
John D. O’Hagan was nominated by the President of the Circuit Court to perform the functions 
of a Military Judge, on a temporary basis.  Mr. Patrick A. McCourt, retired Military Judge, was 
appointed as Ombudsman for the Defence Forces under the provisions of section 2(2) of the 
Ombudsman (Defence Forces) Act 2004 with effect from 07 November 2012.

Section 240A of the Defence Act 1954 as inserted by Section 71 of the Defence (Amend-
ment) Act 2007 provides for the establishment of a Courts-Martial Committee - a new Court-
Martial rule making authority for the purpose of regulating the practice, pleading and procedure 
generally before Courts-Martial.  The Committee consists of 6 nominated members, one of 
whom is a Judge of the Circuit Court nominated by the President of the Circuit Court.  The 
nominated Judge acts as chairperson of the Committee. Judge Donagh McDonagh, a serving 
Circuit Court Judge, currently holds this position since his nomination on 21 May 2007.

28/02/2013WRAA00150Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments
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28/02/2013WRAA00200204. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
disadvantaged area scheme payment for 2012 will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10755/13]

28/02/2013WRAA00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, holdings of eligible applicants are required to have met a mini-
mum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive months, 
in addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the twelve 
months of the scheme year. 

As the applicant has not as yet demonstrated that the holding satisfies the scheme minimum 
stocking density requirements, as of now, no payment is due in respect of the 2012 Scheme.

28/02/2013WRAA00350Equine Exports

28/02/2013WRAA00400205. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress that has been made in relation to arriving at an agreement with the authorities in China, 
regarding the quarantine of horses being exported from this country; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10766/13]

28/02/2013WRAA00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): A protocol 
for the export of Irish horses to China was signed in June of last year between the General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s  Republic of 
China and my Department. This protocol sets out the veterinary health conditions that will ap-
ply to import permits issued by the Chinese authorities and also to the health certificate under 
which horses will be certified by my Department.  A pre-export isolation period of 30 days to 
enable certain tests to be carried out will be a requirement for export.   

A veterinary health certificate based on this protocol is currently with the Chinese authori-
ties for signature and every effort is being made at diplomatic and highest level in my Depart-
ment to expedite this matter. 

28/02/2013WRAA00550Meat Processing Plant Inspections

28/02/2013WRAA00600206. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department has a veterinary inspectorate presence in each meat processing plant, including 
those plants cited in relation to the recent burger scandal; if he will publish their reports; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10767/13]

28/02/2013WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment maintains a permanent presence in its approved slaughter plants. Other Department ap-
proved meat plants are visited regularly. The frequency of the official controls in plants other 
than slaughter plants, which focus primarily on food safety requirements, is determined by a 
risk assessment, as required under EU legislation, which is conducted for each plant. The out-
comes of such official controls are not published but are conveyed as appropriate to the food 
business operators concerned. Appropriate enforcement action is taken where necessary. EU of-
ficial control legislation requires that confidential business information is treated confidentially 
unless necessary for the protection of public health. Official controls are monitored indepen-
dently by the EU Food and Veterinary Office and by the FSAI under service contract. 



28 February 2013

843

Smaller meat processors are approved and supervised by local authorities operating under 
service contract arrangement with the FSAI. The same legislation applies to both types of meat 
processor; the difference is one of scale and the larger plants are more focussed on the export 
market. My Department does not have a direct role in such plants, but local authorities and the 
FSAI liaise with the Department in relation to the official controls and standards applying, to 
ensure that they are equivalent to those in the larger plants supervised by the Department. 

The onus of compliance with EU food safety regulations, including traceability require-
ments, rests in the first instance with food business operators. Food business operators in Ire-
land are responsible inter alia for carrying out checks to ensure that their ingredients come 
from approved plants. In meat plants that operate under the supervision of the Department, 
official controls are conducted on these checks to verify their effectiveness. An annual audit of 
imported products is carried out in each Department approved meat plant. The audit includes 
physical identity, labelling and documentary checks. This includes product originating both in 
EU Member States and third countries. Labelling and documentary checks also form part of the 
routine checks conducted by Department officials. 

Under the Department’s National Residue Programme, and including tests on bovine sam-
ples carried out by processors, up to 30,000 samples taken at farm and factory level and cover-
ing a wide range of food stuffs are tested annually. These tests relate to microbiological and 
chemical standards, their primary focus being on food safety. These are fully in accordance with 
EU testing requirements. In addition the Product Official Sampling and Testing (POST) pro-
gramme is a microbiological testing programme on samples taken from Department approved 
ready-to-eat food, meat product, minced meat and meat preparation plants i.e. added value 
plants. This is part of the official verification of food safety controls in the plants concerned as 
provided for in Regulations (EC) 852/2004, 854/2004 and 2073/2005. A total of 1,600 samples 
are taken annually and the sampling and testing is risk based.

While compliance with existing food safety and food hygiene requirements was not an issue 
in relation to the mislabelling of meat products uncovered by the recent FSAI survey, it is clear 
however that the focus of checks henceforth will also need to include food authenticity. The 
recently agreed EU wide programme of DNA testing will provide the basis for consideration of 
future action in this respect.

In the meantime, in the light of recent developments, officials from my Department and the 
FSAI met with the meat processing sector on 14th February to agree a national protocol for 
DNA testing of meat to be applied at retail, catering and processing level in Ireland. This testing 
will provide further reassurance to Irish consumers and consumers of Irish food abroad about 
the authenticity of ingredients in our meat based products. 

28/02/2013WRAA00750Rural Development Programme Funding

28/02/2013WRAA00800207. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total proposed allocation under the recently agreed rural development programme of common 
agricultural policy for the period 2014 to 2020; the required matching State Exchequer finances 
to draw down this money completely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10770/13]

28/02/2013WRAA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s over-
all rural development allocation under the seven-year EU budget from 2014 to 2020 amounts to 
€2.190 billion.  This represents an annual average commitment in the region of €313 million in 
current prices.  This includes a special allocation for Ireland of €100 million over the full period 
that was secured following intensive negotiations in the final stages of the talks.  



Questions - Written Answers

844

A co-funding rate of 53% will apply to rural development programmes.  The general rules 
for the next rural development programmes are still under discussion by EU Agriculture Minis-
ters.  When these negotiations are concluded, I will then engage in extensive consultation to de-
vise suitable programmes and agree appropriate exchequer funding with my cabinet colleagues.

28/02/2013WRAA00950Rural Development Programme Funding

28/02/2013WRAA01000208. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total allocation of money under the rural development programme 2007 – 2014, including the 
funding from the EU and the expected Exchequer matching finance for this programme for the 
same period, including all Exchequer financing to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10771/13]

28/02/2013WRAA01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the fi-
nancial plan of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 [RDP] a total of €4,825,452,483 
funding is currently allocated at programme level. This total consists of EAFRD funding of 
€2,494,540,590 and total exchequer funding of €2,330,911,893. Since the launch of the RDP 
expenditure under the programme up to the end 2012 amounted to €3.74bn. This represents 
77.6% of the total value of the Programme and 83% of the EAFRD amount.

The financial plan in the programme is configured to maximise all available EU funding but 
national funding is subject to ongoing budgetary constraints. Adjustments to the financial plan 
will continue to be made up to the end of the programme to achieve the fullest possible draw 
down of EU funds having regard to available national financing.

28/02/2013WRAA01150Installation Aid Scheme Applications

28/02/2013WRAA01200209. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason an application for an installation aid grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in 
County Galway has not been processed in view of the fact that a valid photocopy certificate of 
posting was received by his Department in August 2009 in respect of an earlier application; in 
view of circumstances involved if the application will now be processed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10809/13]

28/02/2013WRAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The case re-
ferred to by the Deputy is currently the subject of an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office. 
The outcome of the appeal will be notified to the applicant as soon as possible. 

28/02/2013WRAA01350Commonage Division

28/02/2013WRAA01400210. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
outstanding issues that remain to be resolved before final vesting can take place in relation to 
a commonage (details supplied) in County Galway; if he will provide details in relation to the 
outstanding issues involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10827/13]

28/02/2013WRAA01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The outstand-
ing issues that my Department is currently aware of revolve around extinguishment orders for 
grazing rights which have to be agreed with the Property Registration Authority.  In addition, 
my Department is awaiting clarification concerning a joint tenancy and the completion of three 
Release and Discharge dealings.  All of these issues are being pursued with a view to lodging 
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the vesting order as quickly as possible.

28/02/2013WRAA01550Single Payment Scheme Payments

28/02/2013WRAA01600211. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the single farm payment scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10830/13]

28/02/2013WRAA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): An applica-
tion was received on 15th May 2012 from the person named requesting the transfer of 39.37 
entitlements by way of lease to a company.

This application was fully processed.  Following processing, the person named contacted 
the Single Payments entitlements section of my Department requesting that the transaction not 
go ahead as he had miscalculated the entitlements position.

An official from my Department reviewed the position and reverted the transfer.  As a result 
the person named is now due an additional payment in respect of the 39.37 entitlements. This 
payment will issue shortly. 

28/02/2013WRAA01750Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/02/2013WRAA01800212. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an agri-environment options scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10842/13]

28/02/2013WRAA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from 1 September 2011 and has received full payment totalling €741.33 in respect of 2011.  

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme, a comprehensive administrative check 
of all applications, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identification System, must 
be completed before any payment can issue. Payments in respect of the 2012 Scheme year are 
subject to a similar administrative checking process. These checks have been successfully com-
pleted and I expect payment to issue shortly. 

28/02/2013WRBB00150Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

28/02/2013WRBB00200213. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when an agri-environment options scheme 2012 payment will issue in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10849/13]

28/02/2013WRBB00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme with effect 
from the 1 September 2010 and full payments totalling €1,666.66 and €4,999.98 issued in re-
spect of 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. During these checks for 2012 an 



Questions - Written Answers

846

overclaim was discovered in relation to the claimed area on the Species Rich Grassland action. 
Officials in my Department are currently investigating this issue with the intention of finalising 
the application of the person named and issuing payment as soon as possible.

28/02/2013WRBB00350Rural Development Programme Funding

28/02/2013WRBB00400214. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason funding under the common agricultural policy was not available to allow farmers here 
to cover the cost of advice from the Agricultural Consultants Association which is an approved 
advisor under the FÁS scheme operated under Article 13 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 
1782/2006 by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10860/13]

28/02/2013WRBB00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under CAP 
2007-2013, Member States had the option to provide funding for the Farm Advisory Service 
(FAS) from within the overall funding available under the Rural Development Programme 
(RDP). Following a consultation process with stakeholders on the allocation of the overall 
RDP funding available to Ireland, it was decided that the support should be allocated to other 
measures benefiting farmers, rather than to FAS. This did not, however, reduce the overall 
drawdown to Ireland under the Programme. 

While there is an option in the draft Rural Development measure under the CAP post 2013 
proposals to fund a Farm Advisory Service, as negotiations are ongoing, it is too early to predict 
the eventual outcome and the funding implications for individual aspects.   

28/02/2013WRBB00550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Applications

28/02/2013WRBB00600215. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
payment under the 2012 disadvantaged areas scheme will be issued to a person (details sup-
plied) in County Galway; the reasons for the delay in the issuing of this payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10872/13]

28/02/2013WRBB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, holdings of eligible applicants are required to have met a mini-
mum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of six consecutive months, 
in addition to maintaining an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the twelve 
months of the scheme year. 

As the applicant has not as yet demonstrated that the holding satisfies the scheme minimum 
stocking density requirements, as of now, no payment is due in respect of the 2012 Scheme.

28/02/2013WRBB00750Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRBB00800216. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the 
past five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, 
or as chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, 
mediation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in 
any body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in 
each case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is 
or was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[10873/13]

28/02/2013WRBB00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Depart-
ment has not appointed any current or former member of the judiciary to any positions in this 
Department nor any body funded by this Department in the past five years.

28/02/2013WRBB00950Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRBB01000217. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a list of the members or former members of the judiciary who, during the past five 
years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as chair-
person or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, 
conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body 
under her Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by her, specifying in each case 
the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the Court of which he or she is or was 
a member; and the role or function performed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[10875/13]

28/02/2013WRBB01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Since the es-
tablishment of my Department on 2 June, 2011, there has been one appointment of an acting 
member of the judiciary to a body under its remit.  The body in question was the National Edu-
cation Welfare Board and the appointment involved Judge Ann Ryan who was nominated by 
the President of the District Court to sit on an Appeal Committee established by my Department 
under Section 15(3) of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000.  The Committee was established to 
determine an appeal brought by a parent under Section 15(1) of the Act and, by decision of the 
Committee, Judge Ryan acted as Chair.

28/02/2013WRBB01150Child Protection Issues

28/02/2013WRBB01200218. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which the children of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare are provided for 
in accordance with agreement reached between parents who are separated and child protection 
legislation; if the availability of appropriate accommodation is a factor in this case; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10902/13]

28/02/2013WRBB01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy with 
the most up-to-date information.

28/02/2013WRBB01350Health Services Provision

28/02/2013WRBB01400219. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the actions he will take in or-
der to adequately resource the neuro-rehabilitation strategy; if he will address the lack of neuro-
rehabilitation services to match the needs of the 700,000 persons with a neurological condition 
living here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10740/13]

28/02/2013WRBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The aim of 
neuro-rehabilitation is to enable the person to achieve the highest possible level of indepen-
dence.  Desired outcomes range from a return to full independence in social and work situations 
to a person requiring long-term support and care but with a higher level of independence than in 
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the absence of neuro-rehabilitation.  Current services available include acute hospital services; 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital; multi-disciplinary community services; long-term assist-
ed living supports; and rehabilitative training services.  These services are provided directly by 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) and several non-statutory organisations.

The Department of Health and the HSE have developed and published the “National Policy 
and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services in Ireland 2011-2015”.  The 
report recognises that given the current economic climate, the focus in the short to medium 
term has to be on reconfiguration of services, structures and resources and the enhancement of 
the skills and competencies required to meet the changing context.  In addition, the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Minister for Health announced a significant 
capital development at the National Rehabilitation Hospital, replacing the existing 120 bed 
complement and therapy accommodation.

I have referred the Deputy’s specific question regarding the provision of neuro-rehabilita-
tion services to the HSE, for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2013WRBB01550General Practitioner Services

28/02/2013WRBB01600220. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the number of doctors who applied 
for the general practitioner job in Miltownpass, County Westmeath, which was advertised, but 
according to the Health Service Executive no candidate could be found [10751/13]

28/02/2013WRBB01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2013WRBB01750Alcohol Pricing

28/02/2013WRBB01800221. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if a minimum pricing 
order in respect of off licence sales of alcohol is still under consideration; when proposals are 
likely to be presented to Cabinet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10752/13]

28/02/2013WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Real and tangible proposals are currently be-
ing finalised on foot of the recommendations in the National Substance Misuse Strategy report. 
These proposals cover all of the areas mentioned in the report, including: legislation on mini-
mum unit pricing which is about setting a statutory floor price per gram of alcohol.  Following 
consideration by the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and liaison with other Departments, I 
intend to bring forward specific proposals for consideration by Government as soon as possible.

In the meantime, work on developing a framework for the necessary Department of Health 
legislation is continuing.  For example, in conjunction with Northern Ireland, a health impact 
assessment is being commissioned as part of the process of developing a legislative basis for 
minimum unit pricing.  The health impact assessment will study the impact of different mini-
mum prices on a range of areas such as health, crime and likely economic impact.

28/02/2013WRCC00150Medical Card Applications

28/02/2013WRCC00200222. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [10796/13]

28/02/2013WRCC00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

28/02/2013WRCC00350Calorie Posting on Menus

28/02/2013WRCC00400223. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the introduc-
tion of the calorie count legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10812/13]

28/02/2013WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There is currently no proposal to introduce 
legislation for calorie posting.

As one initiative among others, to halt the rising levels of overweight and obesity, I initially 
wrote to 19 fast-food and coffee shop businesses to voluntarily display the calorie content of 
food and drinks offered on their menus.  Calories on menus help people make healthier more 
informed choices. 

I requested the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) to carry out a national consultation, 
which found that over 95% of consumers in Ireland want calories on menus.  I am very much in 
favour that the programme of putting calories on menus in Ireland be introduced on a voluntary 
basis.  Recent monitoring information from the FSAI, found that almost half of those to whom 
I wrote are currently displaying calories on menus.

Nevertheless, if a voluntary approach fails to make the desired impact, I may then have 
to consider legislation.  The consultation showed that 92% of consumers and 88% of health 
professionals supported a mandatory approach for large food service businesses, although only 
58% of food businesses would support that approach.

Following the national consultation, the FSAI has published a step-by-step guide for food 
businesses on how to achieve this: Putting Calories on Menus in Ireland - Technical Guidance 
for food businesses.  

The FSAI is currently conducting a large telephone survey and quality assessment evalu-
ating the uptake of calorie menu labelling by Food Service Businesses in Ireland.  The final 
survey results will be ready for publication in March 2013.  The FSAI is also working on a 
software tool to provide the Food Service Business with an easy method to establish the calorie 
content in the range of dishes which are on menus for more than 30 days per year.

28/02/2013WRCC00550Health Services Provision

28/02/2013WRCC00600224. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans, if any, to establish a 
nursing care fund for children with life-limiting conditions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10822/13]

28/02/2013WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): There are no 
plans to establish the kind of centralised care fund referred to by the Deputy.  However, there 
are a range of services available for children with life limiting conditions and I have asked the 
HSE to let the Deputy know directly how current arrangements operate, including the accessing 
of nursing and other care requirements. 
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28/02/2013WRCC00750Hospital Services

28/02/2013WRCC00800225. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Health the antenatal services cur-
rently available at Louth County Hospital in Dundalk; if there are any plans to close this ser-
vice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10823/13]

28/02/2013WRCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/02/2013WRCC00950Medical Card Applications

28/02/2013WRCC01000226. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 13. [10835/13]

28/02/2013WRCC01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible. 

28/02/2013WRCC01150Health Services Provision

28/02/2013WRCC01200227. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the supports available in re-
spect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [10837/13]

28/02/2013WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

28/02/2013WRCC01350Treatment Abroad Scheme

28/02/2013WRCC01400228. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason for the refusal of 
treatment under the treatment abroad scheme in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Galway; the criteria on which the refusal was based and where the treatment is available here. 
[10839/13]

28/02/2013WRCC01500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive has been asked 
to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

28/02/2013WRCC01550Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRCC01600229. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of 
the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past five years, have acted as 
chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as chairperson or member of 
any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patron-
age, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any body under his Department 
or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each case the name of the judge; 
if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or was a member; the role or 
function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10882/13]
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28/02/2013WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy 
with regard to my Department and in respect of the Non-Commercial State Agencies under the 
aegis of my  Department is currently being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as it is available.

28/02/2013WRDD00150HSE Staff Remuneration

28/02/2013WRDD00200230. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if his Department has 
proposed a salary review for the CEO of the Health Service Executive; if this is an upward re-
view, and the sum involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10899/13]

28/02/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Health Service Executive (Governance) 
Bill 2012 Bill provides for the replacement of the HSE Board with a Directorate structure.  The 
Directorate will be comprised of the Director General and a number of senior managers, and 
will have collective responsibility as the governing authority for the HSE.  As well as chairing 
the Directorate, the Director General will be responsible for the management of the HSE.  

The annual salary for the present  Deputy CEO of the HSE  has been set at €194,950.  Once 
the new Bill has been passed by the Oireachtas, I intend to formally appoint the Deputy CEO 
as Director General.  The salary rate which will then apply to this post will be agreed with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The salary for this position, as with all senior 
public service posts, will be subject to reduction in line with the arrangements announced by 
the Government in the context of the recent public service pay talks which concluded on 25th 
February 2013.

28/02/2013WRDD00350HSE Staff Remuneration

28/02/2013WRDD00400231. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the proposed pay levels 
for the chief executives of the new hospital groups; if his Department has proposed bonus pay-
ments for these posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10900/13]

28/02/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The salary rate for Hospital Group CEOs has 
been set at National Director Level 3 -  €145,959.  The feasibility of offering a more flexible 
package encompassing higher on target earnings associated directly with improved performance 
was explored but it was decided that this would not be sustainable in current circumstances.

 The salary for these positions, as with all senior public service posts, will be subject to re-
duction in line with the arrangements announced by the Government in the context of the recent 
public service pay talks which concluded on 25 February 2013.

28/02/2013WRDD00550Hospital Staff Issues

28/02/2013WRDD00600232. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that lamp treatment facilities for psoriasis patients are not in use in Beaumont 
Hospital, Dublin, because of non-deployment of staff; and if he will address this as a matter of 
urgency with the Health Service Executive and the hospital so that this treatment can be made 
available to the patients who need it. [10901/13]

28/02/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy will be aware that the Govern-
ment has decided that the numbers employed across the public service must be reduced in order 
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to meet its fiscal and budgetary targets. The health sector must make its contribution to that 
reduction. However, the HSE can make staff appointments once it remains within its overall 
employment ceiling and has the financial resources to do so.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

28/02/2013WRDD00750Medical Card Applications

28/02/2013WRDD00800233. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10903/13]

28/02/2013WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

28/02/2013WRDD00950Health Services Provision

28/02/2013WRDD01000234. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which appro-
priate treatment will be offered in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10904/13]

28/02/2013WRDD01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a 
service matter this question has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

28/02/2013WRDD01150Taxi Regulations

28/02/2013WRDD01200235. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason for prohibiting the transfer of vehicle licences under the new Taxi Regulation Bill, in 
view of the fact that it is the PSV licence that determines a person’s suitability to carry out the 
function and not the vehicle licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10735/13]

28/02/2013WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan 
Kelly): The regulation of the taxi industry, including issues pertaining to the transfer of small 
public service vehicle (SPSV)  licences, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.   

Since January 2009 SPSV licences, including vehicle licences for taxis, wheelchair acces-
sible taxis, hackneys, wheelchair accessible hackneys and limousines, have been issued on the 
basis that they are non-transferable. Licences issued prior to that date can be transferred only 
once. 

The Taxi Regulation Bill 2012 provides for a prohibition on the transfer of all SPSV vehicle 
licences, in line with Action 14 of the Taxi Regulation Review Report 2011. The underlying 
policy principle for the prohibition on transfer is that a licence should determine a person’s suit-
ability to carry out a function and it should not have monetary value or be traded on the open 
market.

The Taxi Regulation Bill also provides for the principles and criteria for licensing and 
the assessment of the suitability of a person to hold an SPSV licence, which includes a vehicle 
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licence. Such suitability assessment would be the basis upon which a licence application would 
be refused or an SPSV  licence could be revoked or suspended in the future.

I am considering separately the matter of transfer of an SPSV licence the event of the death 
of an SPSV licence holder, for example where there is a requirement for continuity of a family 
business. I intend addressing this matter in the current legislation, which will also take into ac-
count suitability considerations with regard to future holder the licence.

28/02/2013WRDD01350Civil Aviation Regulation

28/02/2013WRDD01400236. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
confirm that the Irish Aviation Authority carries out effective and adequate auditing of airfield 
sites in view of correspondence (details supplied); if he will address the issues contained therein 
relating to Kilkenny airfield; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10743/13]

28/02/2013WRDD01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Irish Avia-
tion Authority (IAA) has statutory responsibility for the regulation of safety of civil aviation in 
Ireland.

The issues raised  are operational matters for the IAA.  I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to them for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

28/02/2013WRDD01550Penalty Points System

28/02/2013WRDD01600237. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the upcoming new Road Traffic Bill will address any remaining difficulties with the production 
of driving licences in District Courts and any other issues that have allegedly arisen in relation 
to the registering of penalty points on the national vehicle driver file; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10808/13]

28/02/2013WRDD01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  Section 22 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2002 was amended by section 63 of the Road Traffic Act 2010 so as to as-
sist the Courts in recording the driving licence details of those drivers accused of committing 
a penalty point offence. Drivers are therefore required to bring a duplicate of their licence to 
the Court in order to facilitate the recording of licence details. The actual implementation of 
those provisions is a matter for the Courts Service and my colleague the Minister for Justice 
and Equality.   

My officials continue to liaise with their counterparts in that Department, with a view to 
identifying whether or not any further amendments are required to the provisions of the section. 
No such additional measures pertaining to this Department have been identified to date.     

Accordingly, the Road Traffic Bill 2013 does not contain any amendments in relation to the 
production of a licence or the endorsement of penalty points.

28/02/2013WRDD01750Departmental Bodies

28/02/2013WRDD01800238. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a list of the members or former members of the Judiciary who, during the past 
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five years, have acted as chairperson or member of any body in or under his Department, or as 
chairperson or member of any inquiry, or have performed functions including arbitration, me-
diation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or any other role in or in any 
body under his Department or in any body wholly or partly funded by him, specifying in each 
case the name of the judge; if he or she is serving or retired; the court of which he or she is or 
was a member; the role or function performed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10887/13]

28/02/2013WRDD01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Over the past five 
years there have been no members or former members of the judiciary who have acted as chair-
person or member of any body under the aegis of my Department or have performed functions 
including arbitration, mediation, conciliation, patronage, advisory or law reform functions or 
any other role for my Department.    

My Department has no information on whether members or former members of the judi-
ciary performed any functions or role in any of the agencies under the remit of my Department.  
I have forwarded your request to all such agencies for direct reply to you. If you do not receive 
an answer back within ten working days please contact my private office.


