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20/02/2013WRA00100   Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

Foreign Conflicts

20/02/2013WRA0050010. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the discussions he has had with EU Foreign Ministers  regarding Mali; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [8933/13]

20/02/2013WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): Mali has been the subject of ongoing discussion by EU Foreign Ministers since March 
2012 when there was an army coup and armed groups seized control of the north of the country. 
The issue was discussed most recently at the EU Foreign Affairs Council in Brussels on Mon-
day, attended by the Tánaiste. At that meeting the Council adopted comprehensive Conclusions 
which reaffirm the EU’s support for international efforts to support stabilisation in Mali and to 
counter the threat of terrorism.  

Recognising that the issues in Mali cannot be addressed by military means alone, the Coun-
cil also emphasised the importance of progress on the political track and especially the imple-
mentation of the transition roadmap which has been agreed by the Malian Government and Par-
liament.  EU Ministers have underlined in particular the preparations for free and fair elections 
scheduled to take place before the end of July, and the establishment of a National Commission 
for Dialogue and Reconciliation in Mali.

The Council stressed the importance of international coordination on Mali and welcomed 
the outcomes of the meeting of the Support and Follow-Up Group which took place in Brussels 
on 5 February, and which I attended. 

Following on from the important discussion on the resumption of development assistance to 
Mali which I chaired as part of the informal meeting of EU Development Ministers in Dublin 
on 12 February, the Council welcomed the gradual resumption of EU development aid, linked 
to implementation of the transition roadmap.  

I am particularly concerned at the impact of the crisis on the civilian population of Mali, 
and am pleased to note that this issue was addressed by the Council on Monday, with particular 
emphasis on the plight of refugees and displaced persons.  The Council also addressed reports 
of human rights violations in Mali.  It is an important development that the EU has committed 
support for the deployment of human rights monitors in the country.

In its discussions on Mali, the Council reviewed progress on the deployment of the EU 
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Training Mission in Mali.  Active consideration is being given to the deployment of a small 
number of Irish Defence Forces personnel as trainers and Headquarters staff with that Mission 
and the Minister for Defence has indicated that he will be bringing a proposal on this to Govern-
ment shortly. Ministers also reaffirmed the EU’s support for the efforts of the African Union and 
the regional authorities to put in place the African-led force. 

In 2012, Ireland provided funding of €9.25 million for emergency food, water and health-
care to communities affected by the crisis across the Sahel region. Some €1,100,000 of this 
funding is currently supporting Christian Aid, Oxfam and Trócaire to provide life-saving as-
sistance to vulnerable communities in Mali, through emergency food aid, as well as water and 
sanitation services.

20/02/2013WRA00650NATO Membership

20/02/2013WRA0070011. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans regarding NATO membership; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[8960/13]

20/02/2013WRA0080052. Deputy John Halligan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
plans regarding to NATO membership; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8961/13]

20/02/2013WRA00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 11 and 52 together.

The Secretary General of NATO, Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen, visited Dublin on the 12th 
and 13th  of February.  He did so at the invitation of the High Representative and Minister Shat-
ter to participate in the informal meeting of EU Defence Ministers which was held at Dublin 
Castle.  

It is customary practice that the EU invites NATO to participate in the informal meeting of 
the Defence Ministers which is hosted by the rotating Presidency once every six months.  On 
this occasion a decision was also taken to invite the UN to participate in the meeting.  This was 
the first time that an invitation has been extended to the UN to attend an EU Ministerial meet-
ing.  

During his visit the Mr. Rasmussen expressed his appreciation for the cooperation NATO 
has had with Ireland since we joined the Partnership for Peace in 1999.  He paid tribute to the 
contribution Ireland has made to UN-led peacekeeping missions and to UN-mandated missions 
which are led by regional organisations such as NATO and the EU.

As the Deputy has stated the Secretary General was reported as saying that NATO would 
welcome any application by Ireland.  It should also be noted that Mr. Rasmussen was also 
quoted as stating that it is a matter for countries to decide how they wish to develop their rela-
tionship and partnership with NATO. 

In relation to Ireland’s relationship with NATO, I can confirm that this Government does not 
intend to join NATO.  Our cooperation with NATO will continue to be conducted through the 
Partnership for Peace, a partnership which the Secretary General also stated in the publication 
referred to by the Deputy is, “a partnership that fully respects Ireland’s policy of neutrality”.

Human Rights Issues
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20/02/2013WRA0100012. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if his attention has been drawn to a person (details supplied) who travelled here last 
summer to have his eye replaced in Temple Street Children’s Hospital, Dublin after a tear gas 
canister hit him in the face and destroyed his left eye, and who was sentenced on 28 January 
2013, to six months in prison in Bahrain on charges of illegal gathering; and if he will raise 
concerns over his incarceration with the Bahraini Administration.  [8842/13]

20/02/2013WRA01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
aware of the case to which the Deputy refers.  According to reports received by my Department, 
Mohamed Al Jaziri was participating in a funeral procession which clashed with security forces 
in Sitra, Bahrain in early 2012.  He was shot in the eye by a teargas canister and lost complete 
sight in his left eye.  He received further treatment to save the sight in his right eye in Ireland 
with the assistance of the Bahrain Rehabilitation and Anti Violence Organisation, or BRAVO.  
Ireland’s Embassy in Abu Dhabi assisted in issuing a visa to enable him to travel to Ireland for 
the operation.   Mr. Al Jaziri has now been sentenced to six months imprisonment on charges 
relating to the clashes.  Concerns have been expressed by BRAVO that he could be denied ac-
cess to adequate medical care during his sentence and that he was denied access to a lawyer 
during his interrogation.  

I remain very concerned about the overall political and human rights situation in Bahrain.  I 
have repeatedly called on the Bahraini Government to demonstrate its commitment to uphold-
ing human rights and to implement in full the recommendations of the Bahraini International 
Commission of Inquiry.  The Commission has made specific recommendations which set out 
the way forward for Bahrain in terms of commitments in the areas of political dialogue, rule 
of law, human rights, and refraining from excessive violence.  I am particularly concerned that 
the Bahrain authorities ensure that fundamental rights in relation to freedom of expression, and 
peaceful assembly and association, are fully respected.

At the same time, I welcome the fact that there has been some progress in relation to politi-
cal dialogue with the main opposition party agreeing to meet with the Bahraini government and 
initiate a process of national dialogue which has just commenced in the past week. It is impor-
tant that both sides engage constructively in this dialogue, with a view to furthering reconcilia-
tion and reform within Bahrain.   

I have conveyed our concerns on human rights issues at every suitable opportunity with the 
Bahraini authorities and will continue to do so.  They have also been raised directly with the 
Bahraini Ambassador in London, and through our Ambassador in Riyadh, who is accredited to 
Bahrain.

International Relations

20/02/2013WRA0120013. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
there has been informal or formal discussions with the new Libyan Government about its transi-
tion to democracy and formalising diplomatic relations. [8855/13]

20/02/2013WRA01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land is actively seeking to strengthen its bilateral relations with the new Libyan Government led 
by Prime Minister Zidan.  Ireland is ready to provide any assistance possible to the new admin-
istration, the first democratically elected Government to take office in Libya.   We would like to 
increase levels of bilateral cooperation across a range of areas, including in the economic and 
trade area.  Considerable assistance is already being offered to Libya in relation to the medi-
cal treatment of patients injured in the 2011 conflict; a very successful programme has been in 
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operation now for over a year.   

I had a productive meeting with the Foreign Minister of Libya, Aaahour Bin Khayal, at 
the UN General Assembly in September 2012.  During the meeting, I congratulated Libya on 
the conduct of a successful election campaign and its transition to democracy.  I commended 
the Libyan Government on the stance they had taken following the appalling attack on the US 
Consulate in Benghazi.  I also stated that we looked forward to further strengthening relations 
between Ireland and Libya, particularly trade relations.

More recently, my colleague, the Minister of State for Trade and Development, Mr Joe 
Costello, T.D., met with the Libyan Deputy Prime Minister, Dr. Al Siddique Abdul Karim, on 
the margins of the UN pledging conference for Syria, which was held in Kuwait on 30 January.  
The Deputy Prime Minister confirmed Libya’s strong interest in developing bilateral relations 
and in an exchange of political-level visits in order to take forward cooperation in a number of 
areas.   

Ireland’s Ambassador to Libya, who is accredited from Rome, visits Libya regularly, most 
recently in December 2012.  During that visit he met with a number of Libyan Government 
representatives, including the Minister for Health and deputy Ministers for Higher Education 
and Agriculture.  

In the longer term, Ireland would welcome the opening of a Libyan Embassy in Dublin, and 
this has been conveyed to the new Libyan administration.  In the meantime, the Libyan Em-
bassy in London continues to represent Libya’s interests in Ireland and we are looking forward 
to a new Ambassador being formally accredited from there shortly.

Overseas Development Aid Oversight

20/02/2013WRA0140014. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the outcome of the recent EU Development Ministers’ meeting in Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8930/13]

20/02/2013WRA0150032. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will provide a detailed report of the recent informal meeting of EU Development 
Ministers in Dublin; and if a unified EU approach to the development of a new set of interna-
tional targets for human development post-2015 was reached. [8848/13]

20/02/2013WRA01600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 14 and 32 together.

I chaired the informal Meeting of EU Development Ministers in Dublin Castle on 11 and 12 
February. The meeting provided the first opportunity for a substantive discussion by Ministers 
on the shape of the framework for international development after 2015, the target date for 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Significantly, three European Commissioners 
participated - Development Commissioner Andris Piebalgs, Humanitarian Aid Commissioner 
Kristalina Georgieva and Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik - as well as representa-
tives from the European Parliament.  

There was unanimity among the Member States on the need for a unified approach by the 
EU to the forthcoming international negotiations on a new framework for international devel-
opment.  It was agreed that this must encompass the experience of delivering on the MDGs 
in the fight against global poverty and hunger since 2000 and the decision of last year’s Rio 
Summit on Sustainable Development to begin a process to agree a set of Sustainable Develop-
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ment Goals.  There was broad agreement on the need to continue to focus on the challenge of 
eliminating extreme poverty.  

Ministers also discussed the promotion of a comprehensive approach to complex environ-
ments such as the Horn of Africa.  They discussed ideas for a more joined-up approach to 
building the resilience of communities in the face of natural and man-made disasters, and link-
ing EU policies and actions on the provision of emergency humanitarian relief and long term 
development.

We discussed options for future development cooperation in Mali and the possibility of re-
suming long-term development funding, which was suspended in the wake of last year’s   coup. 
Commissioner Piebalgs emphasised the importance of beginning a phased reinstatement of 
development aid in order to respond to the urgent needs of the Malian people.

Finally, we reviewed Official Development Assistance targets and the political agreement 
reached at the European Council on the EU’s new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). 
The outcome of the MFF negotiations, which includes an increase in funding for international 
development, ensures that the EU, collectively, will remain the largest provider of overseas as-
sistance globally.  As EU Council Presidency, Ireland will now take forward negotiations with 
the European Parliament on the finalisation of the MFF.

I have received very positive feedback from Ministers and Commissioners on the outcome 
and organisation of the informal meeting.  I am satisfied in particular that it has begun a pro-
cess which enable the EU to demonstrate a strong unified position at the Special Event on the 
MDGs, to be held at the United Nations in New York this September, and in the subsequent 
international negotiations on the new global development framework.

20/02/2013WRB00150Human Rights Issues

20/02/2013WRB0020015. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the decision by the Moroccan authorities to place 23 Sa-
harawi civilians and human rights activists on trial before a military court on 1 February 2013; 
and if he will raise this human rights issue with the Moroccan ambassador. [8843/13]

20/02/2013WRB00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): On 8th 
November 2010, violence broke out when Moroccan security forces tried to remove people from 
Gdim Izik, a camp on the outskirts of Laayoune in the Moroccan-administered Western Sahara 
region.  The camp had been set up by Sahrawi people protesting against their perceived margin-
alisation, and demanding jobs and adequate housing.   According to reports, eleven members of 
the security forces and two Sahrawis were killed during the violence.  Over 200 Sahrawis were 
subsequently arrested by Moroccan security forces, of which most were released but 25 were 
put on trial before the military court in Rabat as a result of their involvement.  On Sunday 17th  
February, the military court handed down nine life sentences and sentenced 14 other defendants 
to between 20-30 years imprisonment each.  Two other defendants were released. It is believed 
the verdicts will now be appealed to the Moroccan Court of Cassation.  

The accused have already spent two years in pre-trial detention prison and there have been 
allegations of torture during their imprisonment.  Concerns have also been expressed regarding 
the fact that the defendants have been tried in a military rather than a civilian court.  The UN 
Committee against Torture and the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture has sought to investigate 
and report on the situation.   

I share the concern regarding this case and my officials will continue to closely monitor the 
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situation and the process regarding the appeal of the sentences.  The Government will continue 
to raise concerns about human rights abuses in Western Sahara, in particular reports of the 
arbitrary arrest, detention and mistreatment of human rights defenders, with Morocco in our 
ongoing bilateral dialogue.

20/02/2013WRB00350Foreign Conflicts

20/02/2013WRB0040016. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will outline the decisions made at the recent EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting in relation 
to Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8943/13]

20/02/2013WRB0050039. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent of any progress made through the aegis of the EU or UN towards achieving 
some consensus on the situation in Syria with particular reference to achieving a common 
approach with the objective of a cessation of hostilities and some provision to alleviate the 
hardship and human rights abuses arising from the war; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8912/13]

20/02/2013WRB0060040. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
additional steps he and his EU counterparts have taken to address the Syrian conflict; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8921/13]

20/02/2013WRB0070085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps the international community continue to make to bring about a resolution to the 
conflict in Syria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9274/13]

20/02/2013WRB00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 16, 39, 40 and 85 together.

Syria was the major issue discussed at the Foreign Affairs Council meeting in Brussels on 
18 February, which I attended.   The focus was very much on the most appropriate steps for the 
EU to take in support of ongoing efforts to achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict.  

Against the background of escalating fighting between the Syrian army and opposition 
groups, and with no military resolution in sight, it is increasingly evident that a negotiated solu-
tion is the only realistic option to bring about an end to the appalling violence (which has so far 
cost more than 60,000 lives) and to start a genuine process of political transition.  The Council 
made clear, in its Conclusions this week, that the EU welcomes and supports all efforts to bring 
a peaceful solution to the violence in Syria.    

These objectives are central to the mission of the UN/Arab League Joint Special Represen-
tative, Lakhdar Brahimi. The Council reiterated its full support for Mr. Brahimi’s efforts and 
also welcomed the offer made to the Syrian authorities by the President of the National Syrian 
Coalition, Dr Al Khatib, to start a political dialogue leading to a peaceful transition. 

The Council devoted considerable attention to reviewing the current EU sanctions which 
apply against Syria. These sanctions remain essential in order to maintain strong pressure upon 
the Syrian authorities to stop its campaign of repression and violence against the Syrian people. 
I welcome the fact that the Council was able to agree on renewing the full range of existing 
sanctions for a further period of three months. 

Accountability remains very important, in the context of the many war crimes and human 
rights violations that have been committed by all sides during the conflict. Ireland has been to 
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the fore within the EU in supporting calls for the situation in Syria to be referred by the UN 
Security Council to the International Criminal Court.  The Council has issued a clear call on the 
UN Security Council to urgently address the situation in Syria in all its aspects, including on a 
possible referral to the International Criminal Court.  

The role of the UN also remains key in coordinating international relief efforts to address 
the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian situation arising from the conflict. Ireland was represent-
ed at the highly successful high-level pledging conference on Syria chaired by UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon in Kuwait on 30 January at which in excess of US$1.5 billion was raised 
to support ongoing international relief efforts. My colleague the Minister of State for Trade and 
Development, Mr Joe Costello T.D., announced additional emergency assistance of €4.7 mil-
lion at the conference, bringing total Irish aid to Syria in the past year to €7.1 million.  

The Council, at its meeting last Monday, explicitly reaffirmed the leading role of the UN in 
providing assistance to Syria as well as to those neighbouring countries who are so generously 
hosting the estimated 800,000 refugees from this conflict.   

The conflict in Syria will remain a major priority for Ireland at all levels of our international 
engagement and we will certainly use whatever influence we have in our current EU Presidency 
role to support and promote European and UN efforts and initiatives towards a peaceful resolu-
tion of the conflict.

20/02/2013WRB00850Humanitarian Aid

20/02/2013WRB0090017. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will detail the projects and programmes that will receive funding from his recent 
decision to approve an additional €4.7 million of Irish Aid money to the humanitarian crisis in 
Syria. [8847/13]

20/02/2013WRB0100022. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
additional humanitarian support he plans to provide to refugees from the Syrian civil war; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8916/13]

20/02/2013WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 17 and 22 together.

The situation in Syria continues to deteriorate, causing further suffering for Syrians and oth-
ers caught up in this terrible violence. An excess of 60,000 people are now estimated to have 
been killed as a result of the almost two year old conflict, which has witnessed indiscriminate 
targeting of civilians and residential areas, as well as humanitarian and medical organisations. 
With more than 820,000 individuals having fled the desperate situation in the country, the ma-
jority of whom are women and children, neighbouring countries have shown great generosity 
but also endured great strain in hosting those in need.

At the High Level Donor Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait City on 30 January 2013, 
I announced, on behalf of Ireland, a pledge of €4.7 million towards the humanitarian response 
in Syria and neighbouring countries, particularly Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. This substantial 
contribution has further illustrated Ireland’s clear commitment to meeting the urgent needs of 
those affected by the ongoing conflict.  As early as March 2012, the Government commenced 
providing emergency assistance through partner agencies on the ground, and to date, our total 
contribution now stands at €7,100,000. 

As part of the most recent pledge the Government has donated €1million to the International 
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Committee of the Red Cross. This is in recognition of the key role the organisation plays in 
reaching those in desperate need of vital humanitarian assistance within Syria.  We will also 
make €1 million available to the UNHCR, which is leading on the Syrian Regional Response 
Plan, to meet the needs of the dramatically increasing numbers of refugees across the region.  
A further €750,000 in Irish support is going to the World Food Programme which is currently 
reaching approximately 1.5 million people each month with emergency food assistance in all 
of Syria’s 14 governorates.  The pledge also includes €750,000 in assistance to UNICEF to-
wards an improved protection environment for the children affected by the conflict and for their 
greater access to basic health and education services. 

In order to help address the needs of Palestinian refugees, including through cash and food 
assistance, emergency shelter rehabilitation, emergency health, education and the provision of 
winter supplies, a contribution of €500,000 has been pledged to UNRWA.  Finally, funding of 
€500,000 to the Syria Emergency Response Fund will enable both UN agencies and interna-
tional and local NGOs to expand their reach to assist those in the worse affected areas.  This 
significant financial contribution from the Irish people was supplemented by the donation to 
Goal of non-food items from our stocks in Dubai through our Rapid Response Initiative to the 
value of €200,000.

Into the future we will continue to monitor the situation so that we can review the effective-
ness of our contribution and assess how, within our means, we may be able to further respond to 
humanitarian needs within the region.  As Presidency of the European Union, Ireland is striving 
to build momentum behind international efforts to ease the terrible humanitarian burden the 
Syrian people face, emphasising the need for all parties to the conflict to facilitate humanitarian 
access and aid delivery to the people in need, to ensure the neutrality of humanitarian aid and 
to abide by International Humanitarian Law. I remain committed to using the EU Presidency 
to call on all donors to fulfil pledges made, in coordination with the UN and in full respect of 
humanitarian principles so that the worst effects of the deplorable violence in this conflict can 
be abated.

20/02/2013WRB01150Overseas Development Aid Provision

20/02/2013WRB0120018. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline the total funding allocated at EU level for development programmes arising 
from the recent conclusion of discussions on the Multi-Annual Financial Framework; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8944/13]

20/02/2013WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): On 
8 February the European Council reached an agreement on the EU Budget Multiannual Fi-
nancial Framework 2014-2010.  Whilst Ireland could have supported a higher level of overall 
resources, I believe that the deal reached at the European Council on the MFF is a balanced one 
which recognises the financial realities facing Member States.  As Presidency, Ireland will now 
take on new responsibilities on gaining the assent of the European Parliament to the Regulation.  

The agreement reached will see the overall budget fixed at €960bn.  Within that figure, pro-
vision for Global Europe (Heading 4), from which development funding is drawn, is to increase 
by 3.3% (to €58.704bn) as compared to the previous budget.  At least 90% of EU overall ex-
ternal assistance over the 2014-2020 period will be counted as official development assistance. 

The European Council also agreed to increase the European Development Fund by 0.6% (to  
€26.984 billion) and to raise the maximum annual amount of the Emergency Aid Reserve by 
15.5% (to €280 million), both outside the MFF structure.  So overall, each instrument used to 
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support development will increase under the new budget.

In the MFF negotiations, Ireland sought to ensure that a fair proportion of the EU budget 
would be allocated to development assistance.  The decision to increase EU funding for ex-
ternal relations is a positive outcome, particularly in the context of the economic constraints 
across the EU, and demonstrates the commitment of the EU and the Member States to continue 
playing a leadership role, to engage effectively when humanitarian crises emerge and to target 
extreme poverty and hunger.

The agreement reached on 8 February ensures that the EU and its Member States will col-
lectively remain the largest provider of development assistance in the world, providing over 
55% of global ODA.

20/02/2013WRB01350Middle East Peace Process

20/02/2013WRB0140019. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed with his EU counterparts fresh plans to provide a much needed and new 
impetus to the Israel-Palestine peace process in view of last month’s general election in Israel; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8941/13]

20/02/2013WRB01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I agree 
entirely that a renewed impetus is badly needed in the Middle East Peace Process.  As I have 
told the House on previous occasions, I have argued consistently at EU level that the talks 
process has been effectively stalled since 2009, while the feasibility of a negotiated solution is 
being steadily eroded by negative Israeli policies on the ground.   In the Foreign Affairs Council 
in December, and particularly at Monday’s meeting of the FAC in Brussels, I discussed with 
my EU colleagues the prospects, in the context of recent developments, for restarting the talks 
process, and how the EU can best assist this.

The re-election of President Obama and the recent election in Israel, create a possible oppor-
tunity to break the stalemate. The incoming US Secretary Kerry has expressed a strong wish to 
make a renewed effort in the Middle East, and President Obama’s subsequent decision to visit 
Israel shortly may provide a favourable context for these efforts. At the same time, the election 
in Israel on 22 January has considerably shaken up the composition of the Knesset, with many 
and complex implications for the policy of the new Government.

The composition and policies of the new Israeli Government are not yet known, and many 
meetings, discussions and high level visits have yet to take place, but I hope very much that the 
conditions can be established for real negotiations towards a comprehensive peace agreement. 
The EU will do everything it can to support this process, working both with the United States, 
the other Quartet partners, and the parties in the region. The most important necessity, as before, 
is for a positive disposition on all sides and, in particular, an Israeli Government that can see and 
reach out for the opportunity that still exists.

20/02/2013WRB01550Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRB0160020. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will outline the progress that he has made with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 
and the Northern Ireland Executive regarding the urgent need to deal with recent sectarian vio-
lence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8915/13]
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20/02/2013WRB01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
the outbreak of street violence in early December, I have had frequent contact, both with the 
British Government and with party leaders.  My most recent meeting with Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Theresa Villiers MP was here in Dublin on Monday 11 February. We agreed 
to continue working together to support the parties in Northern Ireland in addressing both the 
underlying and immediate causes of the deplorable violence seen in recent months on the streets 
of Belfast and elsewhere in Northern Ireland. 

While the situation has been calmer in recent weeks, we remain fully engaged as Govern-
ments in our support of the work of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister and are united 
in our view, in the context of forthcoming parades, that the Parades Commission’s determina-
tions must be respected. Dialogue between parade participants and resident communities con-
tinues to be the most effective way to prevent outbreaks of violence.  

On 17 January 2013, together with the Secretary of State and her colleague Minister of State 
Mike Penning MP, I met with First Minister Peter Robinson MLA and deputy First Minister 
Martin McGuinness MLA.  

At that meeting, we reviewed the situation following the recent flags controversy across the 
three dimensions of public order, political leadership and rebuilding Northern Ireland’s reputa-
tion.  We emphasised the need for protests to stop as well as our support for the PSNI who have 
been at the frontline in dealing with the violent incidents unfortunately associated with some of 
the protests.  The Secretary of State and I encouraged the First Minister and deputy First Min-
ister to work with other Party Leaders in Northern Ireland to move on from the current contro-
versy towards building a shared, cohesive and integrated society.  We also offered to work with 
the Northern Ireland Executive to ensure that the good work done by the Executive and others 
on attracting inward investment and tourists to Northern Ireland is not put at risk.  

The persistence of sectarianism in Northern Ireland, with the absence of political agreement 
on how to make progress towards a truly reconciled society, contributes to the likelihood of in-
cidents such as those we have witnessed in recent weeks. This crisis will not be resolved other 
than by a cross-party, cross-community response. In my view therefore, there is no substitute 
for the party leaders agreeing on a framework for talks to address the issues that have arisen 
in relation to flags and symbols. These are political issues that require a political solution. The 
sooner the framework is agreed the better. In the meantime, there has been very welcome prog-
ress in securing practical support for ongoing programmes to address sectarianism in Northern 
Ireland, in particular the agreement on a new EU Peace Programme (PEACE IV) with funding 
of €150m secured. 

Looking forward, the focus of political leadership in Northern Ireland should be on main-
taining and creating jobs through economic recovery, in which inward investment and tourism 
play such a crucial role.  The Government are ready to support the Executive and political lead-
ership in Northern Ireland in whatever way we can.

20/02/2013WRB01750Shannon Airport Facilities

20/02/2013WRB0180021. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the Globalising Torture Report regarding the use of Shannon Airport by the US CIA 
for extraordinary rendition flights; his further views on the information provided in the past by 
the US authorities on their use of Shannon Airport; and the actions, if any, he will take on foot 
of the report.  [8879/13]
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20/02/2013WRB0190055. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recently published report entitled Globalising Torture: CIA Secret Detention 
and Extraordinary Rendition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8953/13]

20/02/2013WRB0200064. Deputy John Halligan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the report from the Open Society Justice Initiative titled Globalising Torture: CIA 
Secret Detention and Extraordinary Rendition (details supplied), and the use of Shannon Air-
port by the US CIA for flights of extraordinary rendition; his plans, if any, to investigate the 
matter on foot of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8963/13]

20/02/2013WRB0210070. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the report from the Open Society Justice Initiative titled Globalising Torture: 
CIA Secret Detention and Extraordinary Rendition (details supplied), and the use of Shannon 
Airport by the US CIA for flights of extraordinary rendition; his plans, if any, to investigate the 
matter on foot of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8962/13]

20/02/2013WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 21, 55, 64 and 70 together.

The issue of extraordinary rendition has been raised on numerous occasions in this House.  
I have regularly stated that the Government is completely opposed to this practice and, further-
more, that Ireland does not tolerate and will not tolerate the use of our airspace or airports for 
any illegal purpose, including torture, rendition or the unauthorised detention of any individual.  
This is clearly reflected in the Programme for Government, which states that this Government 
“will enforce the prohibition of the use of Irish airports and related facilities for purposes not in 
line with the dictates of international law”.

The Open Society Justice Initiative report, CIA Secret Detention and Extraordinary Rendi-
tion, is a compilation of existing material on this subject. It does not contain any new informa-
tion, or make any new allegations, in respect of Ireland.

Immediately following the first reports which suggested that the US was carrying out ex-
traordinary rendition in order to transit prisoners, the then Government demanded and received 
specific assurances from the US authorities that such prisoners had not been transferred through 
Irish territory, nor would they be, without our permission.  I am satisfied with these assurances, 
which were confirmed at the highest political level.  They are of a clear and categoric nature, 
relating to facts and circumstances within the full control of the United States Government.  

The permission of the Irish Government must be sought and obtained for the transport of 
prisoners through Irish airports. I made it clear in this House on 22 May 2012 that “under no 
circumstances will we grant permission for the transport of prisoners who are subject to extraor-
dinary rendition”. 

It is likely that a small number of commercially leased aircraft which have been involved in 
legitimate commercial activities have also been involved at various times in activities relating 
to extraordinary renditions.   However, there is no evidence to suggest that any of these aircraft 
were carrying prisoners at any time when they transited through Irish airports, including Shan-
non Airport. 

Deputies Boyd Barrett and Halligan have called for an investigation into the use of that 
airport by planes involved in illegal activity.  Where allegations have been made, including by 
members of the Oireachtas, these have been fully investigated by senior officers of An Garda 
Síochána.  In no case has any evidence been adduced to support claims that extraordinary rendi-
tion had occurred.  If anyone has evidence to suggest that any person subject to extraordinary 
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rendition has transited an Irish airport during this process, this evidence should be made avail-
able to An Garda Síochána, so that an investigation can take place.

Question No. 22 answered with Question No. 17.

20/02/2013WRB02350Undocumented Irish in the USA

20/02/2013WRB0240023. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the recent hearings in the American Senate on comprehensive 
immigration reform; if he has discussed this with the American Administration; and his views 
if it could have a positive effect on the status of the undocumented Irish living in America.  
[8850/13]

20/02/2013WRB0250027. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress made to date on the introduction of an E3 visa with the US; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8862/13]

20/02/2013WRB0260047. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
strategy for securing immigration resolution for Irish citizens who live without documentation 
in the USA. [8736/13]

20/02/2013WRB0270048. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has raised the status of the undocumented Irish with regard to immigration reform 
in the USA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8939/13]

20/02/2013WRB0280054. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will comment on US plans for comprehensive immigration reform; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8861/13]

20/02/2013WRB02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 23, 27, 47, 48 and 54 together.

The welfare of the Irish abroad in general and especially the position of undocumented Irish 
immigrants in the United States remains an important priority for the Government.  A resolution 
of the situation for undocumented Irish immigrants will continue to be pursued by the Govern-
ment in our ongoing contacts with the US Administration and Congress.  

The advice of Ireland’s friends and contacts within the US Administration and Congress has 
long been that comprehensive reform of the US immigration system and procedures is likely to 
be the only manner by which such a resolution can be achieved.  The prospects for such reform 
would appear to have advanced in the wake of President Obama’s re-election. The emphasis he 
placed on immigration reform in his inauguration address as well as his subsequent speech on 
the issue on 29 January and his State of the Union address on 12 February sent a very positive 
signal in this regard.  The indications of emerging bipartisan support for reform in Congress is 
also encouraging.

Through our Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American community 
representatives, our contacts with the US Administration and Congress continue with a view to 
ensuring that the interests and concerns of undocumented Irish immigrants are captured in any 
future legislative deal in this area that emerges.  In this regard, I raised the issue with Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton during our bilateral meeting on 6 December last and recalled our 
strong support for comprehensive immigration legislation and the passage of E3 visas for Irish 
citizens.   
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I am currently engaged in a round of telephone discussions with key US Senators and in 
this context I spoke with Senator John McCain on 8 February last to express the Government’s 
appreciation for the efforts he and others are making in developing bi-partisan Senate proposals 
and to underline our ongoing interest in the issue.  The Taoiseach discussed immigration reform 
when he spoke with President Obama to congratulate him on his re-election.  The issue will 
remain a central feature of the Government’s engagement with the US authorities, including 
over the forthcoming St Patrick’s day period.  My programme, and that of other members of the 
Government during that period, while not yet finalised, will include meetings with key political 
figures and the Irish community groups that provide assistance to the undocumented. 

Much further debate and discussion is likely to be required within the US political system 
as to what any future legislative deal might comprise. It is therefore not possible at this stage 
to identify an exact timescale in which these may become clear but the area will continue to 
receive the Government’s close attention over the period ahead.

20/02/2013WRC00150Ministerial Meetings

20/02/2013WRC0020024. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will outline the matters which were discussed when he met Bill Gates recently; and if there 
are any new partnerships between Irish Aid or Irish Aid agencies and the Bill and the Melinda 
Gates Foundation expected.  [8846/13]

20/02/2013WRC00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Bill 
Gates, through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, has made an enormous contribution to 
improving the lives of some of the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. I have a deep 
respect for his successes in business and innovation, and his personal commitment to ending 
poverty, hunger and disease in the world.  Mr. Gates visited Dublin on 23 January and I held a 
breakfast meeting with him, along with my colleague, Minister of State for Trade and Develop-
ment, Mr. Joe Costello, T.D.  

We and the Gates Foundation have strong shared interests in global development, in particu-
lar in tackling the challenges of hunger, health and childhood and maternal mortality.  During 
our meeting we discussed development aid priorities for Ireland’s EU Presidency, including the 
negotiations on the development budget of the European Union.  We also discussed how we can 
work together, with our partners internationally, to help shape the new international develop-
ment framework after 2015, the target date for the Millennium Development Goals, in order to 
ensure that it meets the needs of the poorest communities. 

We exchanged views on our shared priorities of reducing global poverty and hunger, focus-
ing on smallholder agriculture and improving child and maternal health.  We agreed to continue 
to focus our efforts on addressing under-nutrition which continues to blight the lives of young 
children in developing countries. We agreed that building sustainable agriculture and offering 
better opportunities for smallholder farmers in Africa is key to reducing hunger and poverty and 
we will continue to work together to advance progress on these critical issues. 

Through the aid programme, the Government collaborates closely with the Gates Founda-
tion on a number of initiatives to combat diseases of poverty, including through the Global Fund 
on AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunisation.

No specific new partnerships were agreed at this meeting.  However, we did agree that Ire-
land would continue to work closely with the Gates Foundation on vaccination and immunisa-
tion for poor people, with a specific focus on the complete elimination of polio globally.
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20/02/2013WRC00350Human Rights Issues

20/02/2013WRC0040025. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has decided on any specific issues to bring forward in the coming months on the UN 
Human Rights Council.  [8853/13]

20/02/2013WRC00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
land’s membership of the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) presents an opportu-
nity to enhance our reputation internationally and to make a meaningful contribution to the pro-
motion and protection of human rights.  During our three-year membership of the HRC, we will 
seek to add value to the work of the Council and to strengthen the institution itself.   Ireland’s 
approach to membership of the HRC will be guided by the pledges and commitments made 
during our election campaign, which reflect our well-established human rights priorities.  These 
include the following: defending the universality of human rights; freedom of expression (par-
ticularly on the internet); freedom of religion or belief; LGBTI (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender and Intersex) rights; peace building and conflict resolution; the human rights situation in 
the Middle East; strengthening the UN Human Rights Treaty Body System; the promotion and 
protection of human rights defenders; the promotion and protection of an enabling environment 
for civil society; and women’s rights, combating discrimination and Gender-Based Violence 

We will also highlight the importance of ensuring that human rights considerations underpin 
all areas of development, with a particular focus on combating hunger, health and education.  
We will respond proactively to emerging human rights situations and themes, including emer-
gency situations, and we will play an active role in the Council’s three yearly sessions (March, 
June and September) and in the sessions of Universal Periodic Review (UPR) examinations, 
during which countries’ human rights records are examined.  Ireland will continue to promote 
and defend the work of the Treaty Bodies and the Human Rights Council Special Procedures 
and in particular, the independence of those bodies and of the UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights.  

We will work to strengthen the Council as the key institution in the UN human rights frame-
work, including through helping to protect the right of civil society organisations to participate 
fully in the Council sessions and to prevent reprisals against them.  As the UN High Commis-
sioner, Navi Pillay, has remarked, “A dynamic and autonomous civil society, able to operate 
freely, is one of the fundamental checks and balances necessary for building a healthy society, 
and one of the key bridges between governments and their people.”   Civil society consists of 
many actors, including NGOs, academics, journalists, bloggers, students, trade unions, labour 
organisations and charities working with vulnerable groups.  No matter how they define them-
selves, however, civil society actors have a legitimate role as human rights defenders. They 
play a key role in a collaborative effort with government and international institutions to ensure 
human rights protection.  We intend to advance the promotion and protection of an enabling 
environment for civil society during our term on the HRC, building on a successful event held 
during the September 2012 session in relation to consolidation of the space for civil society.    

In practical terms, our membership may be divided into two parts: the EU Presidency (Jan-
uary-June 2013) and the post-Presidency period (July 2013-December 2015).  During the EU 
Presidency semester, the main role for Ireland at the Human Rights Council will be to act as a 
lead negotiator for the EU, in partnership with the European External Action Service, on the 
most important draft resolutions on the Council agenda.  As a Council member and as Presi-
dency, we will work to fulfil our obligations and responsibilities, helping to ensure that the EU 
more widely, and Ireland in particular, are strong and effective voices for the robust promotion 
and protection of human rights.
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20/02/2013WRC00550United Nations Resolutions

20/02/2013WRC0060026. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
the EU is considering additional sanctions against Iran; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8923/13]

20/02/2013WRC0070050. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the imposition of sanctions on Iran; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8938/13]

20/02/2013WRC00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 26 and 50 together. 

Ireland fully supports the diplomatic efforts which are being made with Iran to address the 
serious international concerns relating to its nuclear programme.  We also fully support the 
sanctions which have been imposed on Iran with a view to persuading it of the need for a nego-
tiated solution of this problem.   

Progressive sanctions have been reluctantly imposed by the EU, particularly in the last two 
years, after many years in which Iran simply refused to negotiate on this issue.  During 2012, 
sanctions were extended to include oil and gas imports and increased restrictions on financial 
transactions and investment.  We believe that these sanctions have been successful in bringing 
Iran to the negotiating table.  However, the Iranians have as yet shown no real evidence that 
they are ready to engage seriously with this process.

A further round of talks with Iran, involving the E3+3 group and led by HR Ashton, is 
scheduled to take place in Astana, Kazakhstan, at the end of this month.  The United States, 
through Vice-President Biden, has recently repeated its willingness to meet directly with Iran to 
discuss issues on which they have differed. 

    However, the indications are not positive.  Recent meetings between Iran and the IAEA 
have made no progress; and Iran has been reluctant to agree dates for the E3+3 meeting.  The 
Iranian Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has reacted negatively in public to Vice-
President Biden’s proposal for direct talks.

If there is no progress on the diplomatic track, there will inevitably be pressure to strengthen 
sanctions further.  In addition, recently enacted additional US sanctions may lead to renewed 
pressure within the EU for a further tightening of bilateral EU sanctions against Iran.  However, 
it will be difficult to go much further in this direction without reaching what amounts to a de 
facto trade embargo on Iran.  Any further proposals for EU sanctions would have to be consid-
ered carefully by all member States and in the context of Iran’s engagement with the ongoing 
negotiations. 

Ireland will continue to lend full support to High Representative Ashton and to the dual 
track approach which is being pursued by the E3 + 3 on this issue.

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 23.

20/02/2013WRC00950Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRC0100028. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on internment in Northern Ireland. [8876/13]
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20/02/2013WRC01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): We 
all have an obligation to use language responsibly and in particular to be careful with the use 
of terms such as internment.  Internment in 1971 resulted in the detention without trial of over 
three hundred people who were arrested and held in conditions which contravened the accepted 
standards of international law at that time.  Today we find ourselves in a situation where justice 
and security arrangements have largely been devolved to the Northern Ireland assembly, sig-
nificant changes have been introduced to the Northern Ireland Prison Service and the circum-
stances at present simply do not bear comparison with 1971.

Questions Nos. 29 and 30 answered with Question No. 9.

20/02/2013WRC01350Overseas Development Aid Oversight

20/02/2013WRC0140031. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will indicate the degree to which his Department continues to monitor aid intended 
for specific countries and-or projects to see if it reaches its destination unimpeded; the degree 
to which he continues to receive confirmation from the NGOs to this effect or otherwise; the 
most efficient method of dispensing aid whether by bilateral or multilateral methods; the means 
whereby the greatest level of accountability can be achieved with a view to making sure that 
best practice is observed at all times; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8913/13]

20/02/2013WRC0150034. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
there are proposals to introduce new monitoring processes in relation to expenditure on pro-
grammes funded under Irish Overseas Development Aid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8927/13]

20/02/2013WRC0160060. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to review Ireland’s overseas aid programme in view of the recent news reports 
of Ireland’s aid programme in Uganda; the measures that have been put in place to prevent a 
repeat of what happened in Uganda; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8734/13]

20/02/2013WRC0170090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which overseas development aid donations continue to be monitored with 
a view to ensuring that criterion is strictly observed in terms of the intended donors obtaining 
maximum benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9279/13]

20/02/2013WRC01800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 31, 34, 60 and 90 together.

As Minister of State with responsibility for Ireland’s Official Development Assistance, I am 
very conscious of the need to have a high level of assurance that our development assistance is 
fully accountable and that it makes a real difference to the lives of the world’s poorest people.  

To ensure that our assistance is targeted at those most in need and delivered in the most 
effective manner we work through a variety of delivery channels in partnership with national 
governments, local communities, NGOs, and key multilateral partners such as the United Na-
tions. Each of these partners is fully accountable to my Department for any funds received.  
Programmes in receipt of Irish Aid funding are subject to regular internal and external monitor-
ing to ensure that our support is reaching its intended beneficiaries and the planned objectives 
and goals of the Irish Aid programme are being achieved.  These programmes are regularly 
monitored by internal auditors, by independent experts, and by the Evaluation and Audit Unit 
of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  These reports are reviewed by the independent 
Audit Committee of the Department. 
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In line with best practice and with recommendations from the OECD for improving the ac-
countability of all development financing, Ireland strongly supports the strengthening of partner 
country delivery systems.  We provide assistance to national Government oversight institutions, 
such as the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General and the Public Accounts Committees 
of national Parliaments, to ensure Governments are held to account for the effective expendi-
ture of public funds, including overseas development assistance. 

The recent case in Uganda, where there was evidence of the fraudulent use of Irish Aid 
funds, is a clear indication of the need for continuous vigilance in the oversight of any Irish 
Aid funds disbursed to our programme partners. The report into the events in Uganda, which is 
available on the Department’s website, contains a number of recommendations for improving 
the monitoring and oversight of Irish Aid spending. As Deputies will be aware, the misappropri-
ated funds have now been returned.  

Our management and oversight systems are continually under review to ensure that Irish 
development funding goes to those most in need, and that we meet the highest standards of ac-
countability.  I have accepted all of the recommendations of the Uganda report. Our oversight 
systems are also being reviewed in the light of the report and, where necessary, will be adapted 
if any deficiencies are identified.

Question No. 32 answered with Question No. 14.

Question No. 33 answered with Question No. 9.

 Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 31.

20/02/2013WRD00350Foreign Conflicts

20/02/2013WRD0040035. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if his attention has been drawn to the fact that five unarmed civilians were shot dead 
by the Israeli armed forces in January 2013, four in the West Bank and one in Gaza; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8859/13]

20/02/2013WRD0050036. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the B’Tselem report on Israel’s use of crowd control 
weapons in the West Bank, as a result of which ten Palestinian civilians have been killed since 
2005, in addition to the 46 civilians killed by firing live ammunition at stone throwers; and if he 
will raise the issues with the Israeli authorities. [8860/13]

20/02/2013WRD00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 35 and 36 together.

The use of force by Israeli authorities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory has long been a 
matter of serious concern to me. I have always accepted Israel’s right to defend itself, and se-
curity forces themselves have a right to defend themselves, but consistent and repeated reports 
suggest a routine use of force, including lethal force, in circumstances where little threat was 
posed by those against whom it was used.  The rules or guidelines governing the use of crowd 
control weapons are either too permissive or are not being thoroughly enforced.  It is notable 
that different thresholds for the use of force in crowd control appear to apply depending on 
whether protesters are Israelis or Palestinians. Even in the West Bank, where Israeli military 
authority applies generally, the reaction of the security forces to demonstrations by Palestinians 
or Israeli settlers is completely different. 
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It is important to note also that most Palestinian demonstrations take place in their own 
home villages or areas, and relate to intrusions by Israeli authorities into their lives there. Dem-
onstrations are routinely subject to banning or exclusion orders which render them illegal, and 
crowd control weapons are then used against those illegally assembled. In this way legitimate 
protests are suppressed, and conflated with more serious violent attacks by militant groups. 
The result is a steady toll of Palestinian fatalities in non-threatening situations which should be 
wholly unacceptable in any civilised society.

In any situation of military occupation, particularly one so long prolonged, there is a con-
stant risk of security forces becoming desensitized to use of force, of ‘last resort’ measures be-
ing routinely or improperly used, and of breaches of rules not being punished or indeed being 
actively condoned. The publication last month of a report on the use of crowd control weapons 
by B’Tselem, a noted Israeli human rights group, has helped to highlight these issues.

I have noted with great concern the rise in Palestinian fatalities in recent months, including 
those cases mentioned in the Question, suggesting that these problems are worsening. These 
concerns have been raised in recent weeks by Irish diplomats directly with the Israeli authori-
ties, both here and in Israel, and in discussions at EU level. The Irish Embassy in Tel Aviv has 
organised a briefing of EU Missions by B’Tselem, which will take place tomorrow, to help draw 
wider attention to their recent report.

20/02/2013WRD00650Humanitarian Aid

20/02/2013WRD0070037. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the aid that has been provided to Mali arising from the conflict there; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8935/13]

20/02/2013WRD00800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The political crisis and ongoing conflict in Mali has compounded an already serious hu-
manitarian situation, in which millions of people have been affected by drought, hunger and 
food insecurity across the Sahel region.  The conflict has forced half a million Malians from 
their homes, with the latest fighting uprooting thousands more and bringing the total number of 
refugees in neighbouring countries to more than 160,000 people.  

In 2012, the Government provided funding of €9.25 million for emergency food, water and 
health care to communities affected by the crisis across the Sahel region. This funding was chan-
nelled through UN agencies, the Red Cross movement and NGO partners. Some €1,100,000 of 
this funding is currently supporting Christian Aid, Oxfam and Trócaire to provide life-saving 
assistance to vulnerable communities in Mali, through emergency food aid, as well as water and 
sanitation services. A further €250,000 is helping our NGO partner Plan to provide essential 
water and sanitation services to Malian refugees who have fled the conflict to Burkina Faso.

The Government remains in regular contact with our humanitarian partners who are op-
erating in Mali and the wider Sahel region. In close collaboration with the UN, the European 
Union and our NGO partners, we continue to monitor the humanitarian situation as well as the 
effectiveness of the contribution which we have made to date. We stand ready to provide further 
assistance to those affected by the conflict on the basis of the needs on the ground.

20/02/2013WRE00150Nuclear Proliferation

20/02/2013WRE0020038. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade his views that North Korea’s recent nuclear test is likely to result in the imposition of new 
or tightened sanctions by the international community; and if he has discussed the issue with 
his EU counterparts. [8854/13]

20/02/2013WRE0030049. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if, in relation to the recent nuclear weapons tests by North Korea, he proposes to have the mat-
ter discussed at the next EU foreign affairs council meeting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [8918/13]

20/02/2013WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 38 and 49 together.

I issued a statement on 12 February condemning in the strongest possible terms the deci-
sion by the Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea to test a nuclear explosive device 
earlier that day.  This action directly threatens peace and stability on the Korean peninsula 
and is a clear violation of North Korea’s international obligations under UN Security Council 
Resolutions 1718, 1874 and 2087.  It has been the position of successive Irish Governments 
that nuclear weapons have never and will never guarantee the security of any nation.  The exis-
tence of these weapons threatens security.  Following this test, the international community has 
been united in its strong disapproval of this action.  There has been strong condemnation to this 
effect by the EU, the US and China.  The UN Security Council has also strongly condemned 
the test.  The members of the Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2087 on 22 
January which expressed the Council’s determination to take significant action in the event of a 
further test.  In line with this commitment, following this latest nuclear test, the members of the 
Security Council have begun work on appropriate measures in a Security Council resolution.  
The EU Foreign Affairs Council of 18 February agreed unanimously that additional restrictive 
measures be taken against North Korea.  Together with my EU colleagues, I agreed to further 
strengthen sanctions against North Korea by adopting EU autonomous measures which are in 
addition to those contained in Resolution 2087.  These further measures in particular concern 
trade in conventional weapons involving North Korea and in relation to the export to North 
Korea of certain key components for ballistic usage.  At the Foreign Affairs Council, Ireland 
together with our EU partners further called on North Korea to re-engage constructively with 
the international community, in particular with the members of the Six-Party Talks, and to work 
towards lasting peace and security on the Korean Peninsula.  The EU stands ready to continue 
to work with its partners in support of these objectives.

Questions Nos. 39 and 40 answered with Question No. 16.

20/02/2013WRE00550Ministerial Travel

20/02/2013WRE0060041. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the travel plans of Ministers have been finalised for Saint Patrick’s Day this year; the 
countries that each Minister will visit; and the expected cost of these trips.  [8849/13]

20/02/2013WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): St. 
Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political interests 
overseas, with levels of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day of any 
other country.  Ministerial visits around this period are organised to ensure we use this exposure 
to maximise the promotion of Ireland’s trade, promotion and investment interests and to spread 
a positive message about Ireland’s economic recovery.  The programme of ministerial travel 
is drawn up by the Trade and Promotion Division of my Department in consultation with the 
Embassy network and the State agencies.  The final programme is close to being concluded and 
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will be announced in the coming days.  In terms of the cost of ministerial visits for St. Patrick’s 
Day, the Department of each travelling Minister will be responsible for its own costs.  This year, 
as with previous years, we have issued guidelines to the Embassy network to ensure visits are 
undertaken in the most cost-efficient way possible.

Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRE0080042. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the discussions he proposes to hold with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State to ad-
vance the Bill of Rights as proposed in the Good Friday Agreement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8947/13]

20/02/2013WRE00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government remains firmly committed to ensuring the full and effective implementation of 
the Good Friday Agreement, including the provision relating to a Bill of Rights for Northern 
Ireland.  The Good Friday Agreement sets out that a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland would 
include rights reflecting the principles of mutual respect for the identity and ethos of both com-
munities and parity of esteem, alongside the rights contained in the European Convention on 
Human Rights.  A Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland drawn up by agreement between the main 
parties of the Assembly could set out precisely and formally the rights upon which a shared 
future for the people of Northern Ireland can be based.  I urge all the parties in the Assembly 
to engage in constructive discussion with a view to reaching agreement on the substance of a 
Bill of Rights.  In contact with the British administration, we continue to stress the importance 
of ensuring that a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland takes account of the separate and specific 
context of Northern Ireland.  We will continue to engage with the British Government on this 
issue, which is one of a number of areas where full implementation of the Good Friday Agree-
ment has yet to be achieved.

20/02/2013WRF00150Official Engagements

20/02/2013WRF0020043. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if, in view of his commitment to do so, he has made plans to visit the Short Strand community 
in Belfast, to discuss the experiences community residents had during violent flag protests. 
[8851/13]

20/02/2013WRF00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I am 
regularly briefed by officials from my Department who have visited the Short Strand regularly 
in recent weeks, and who continue to maintain close contact with members of the local commu-
nity and to provide them with practical support.  It remains my intention also to visit the Short 
Strand on an early suitable date as part of my ongoing programme for visits and engagements 
in Northern Ireland.  In view of forthcoming parades passing Short Strand and other interfaces, 
both the Irish and British Governments are of the view that the Parades Commission needs to be 
strongly supported and that its determinations must be respected. I would encourage all parties 
to engage with local residents at interfaces to identify compromise solutions that respect the 
wishes of both marchers and resident communities.

Many local communities in Northern Ireland continue to be affected by the blight of sectari-
anism.  This can be particularly pronounced for those living close to interfaces, such as in the 
Short Strand, and I am acutely conscious of the potential for further increased tensions during 
periods around contentious parades in particular.
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Building relationships between divided communities takes time and sustained effort and 
investment. The recent violent street disturbances are a reminder that the challenge remains to 
build a society that can accommodate competing notions of identity.

There is ongoing reconciliation work taking place, in particular at community level, and 
including that supported by my Department through the Reconciliation and Anti-Sectarianism 
Funds.

We will continue our efforts and will support the efforts of the NI Executive and elected 
political leaders in Northern Ireland to formulate a strategy framework and vision for a united, 
peaceful and reconciled society.  I will also continue to work closely with the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers MP, in line with the shared responsibility of the two Gov-
ernments to support the full implementation of the Good Friday and St Andrew’s Agreements 
to achieve their vision of a peaceful and reconciled society in Northern Ireland.

20/02/2013WRF00350European Council Meetings

20/02/2013WRF0040044. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the recent EU budget discussions in particular in relation to the sig-
nificant cuts to EU transport and communication networks and the potential impact on projects 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8738/13]

20/02/2013WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European Council met on 7 and 8 February to agree the EU Budget Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF) for 2014-2020.  In the course of negotiations on the MFF Ireland argued for 
a properly funded and properly functioning EU, with the right mix of priorities, fair allocation 
of resources and a focus on jobs and growth.  Ensuring a properly-funded Common Agricultural 
Policy was central to this, as was ensuring that the EU’s regional policy addressed the real and 
current challenges we face, including unemployment.

The Commission proposal for the MFF would have seen spending of €45.7 billion on a 
special Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), including €24.8 billion on transport and €10.5 bil-
lion on telecommunications.  However, the final MFF agreement was for a total CEF amount of 
€29.3 billion, of which €23.2 billion was for transport and €1 billion for telecommunications.

The MFF outcome was a compromise, and could not fully reflect the ambitions of all Mem-
ber States.  We would have preferred a larger overall amount, and explicitly argued for more 
spending on telecommunications.  However, on balance the result was a good deal for Ireland, 
and a good deal for Europe.

Ireland will be eligible to apply for funding under the CEF once the Regulation, which 
covers the period 2014-2020, has been agreed.  We intend to be very ambitious in terms of our 
objectives in that regard.

While the level of the proposed CEF allocation to the telecommunications and transport 
sectors is lower than the Government would have wished, I am hopeful that transport and tele-
communications projects in Ireland will benefit from this new funding instrument in due course.

20/02/2013WRF00550Foreign Conflicts

20/02/2013WRF0060045. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the assassination of a Tunisian secular opposition leader; his 
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views that Tunisia’s democracy is now under threat; and if he has discussed the matter with the 
Tunisian Ambassador accredited to Ireland. [8845/13]

20/02/2013WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
followed with great concern the latest developments in Tunisia and, in particular, the assassina-
tion on 6 February of the leader of the Unified Democratic Patriots Party, Chokri Belaid.  This 
is an act of political terrorism which I unreservedly condemn.  I join with High Representative 
Ashton in expressing the hope that the Tunisian authorities will conduct a full investigation into 
this assassination, so that those responsible for this terrible act are swiftly brought to justice.  
Having sparked the popular movements for change and reform across the region, Tunisia has 
already taken great strides in establishing the foundations of a functioning democracy.  It was 
among the first countries to organise free general elections in October 2011.  There is no deny-
ing, however, that the pace and scale of change have somewhat slowed down since, with delays 
in the drafting of the new Constitution, regular extension of the state of emergency and threats 
to public order, all compounded by a worsening of the socioeconomic situation.  The violent 
activities of a number of extremist groups represent a particular concern and challenge in terms 
of the recent progress made. I encourage the Tunisian authorities to take all necessary steps to 
put an end to the actions of these extremist groups.

The transformation in Tunisia from an oppressive regime to a normal functioning democ-
racy will inevitably take time, as is also the case in other countries in transition in the region.  
We need to be patient and, as the European Council commented recently, maintain our support 
for the processes of transition and economic development, with the clear understanding that the 
overall aim is to protect and promote human rights and fundamental freedoms.

While I had a very useful and worthwhile meeting with President Marzouki last February 
(when I visited Tunisia to attend the inaugural meeting of the Friends of Syria group), I have 
not had an opportunity since then to discuss the most recent events with the Tunisian Ambas-
sador.  I take note of Prime Minister Jelabi’s resignation on 19 February and hope the process 
of appointing a new Government will represent an opportunity to reach out to the opposition 
and, through a constructive political dialogue, to work for greater tolerance across all strands 
of Tunisian society and for the fulfilment of the democratic and economic aspirations of all 
Tunisians.

20/02/2013WRF00750White Paper on Irish Aid

20/02/2013WRF0080046. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the date on which his Department will conclude its review of the White Paper on Irish 
Aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8739/13]

20/02/2013WRF00900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): The 2006 White Paper on Irish Aid set out clearly the basis and priorities for Ireland’s 
official aid programme, which is working on behalf of the Irish people to improve the lives of 
the world’s poorest people.  The programme has been recognised internationally for its focus 
on poverty and hunger, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, and for its leadership in making aid 
more effective.

The Review of the White Paper on Irish Aid is one of the commitments contained in the 
Programme for Government. We wanted to carry out such a Review to examine the progress 
being made by our aid programme, to assess the changed context, globally and here at home, 
and to set out our future priorities as the international community considers the framework for 
international development after 2015, the target date for the Millennium Development Goals.



20 February 2013

687

A very vibrant public consultation was undertaken for the Review between February and 
April of last year, which was overseen by the independent Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group. We 
met over 1,000 people across Ireland and in our partner countries, and received a large number 
of written submissions. We also undertook consultation across Government Departments and 
in the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Since then, we have embarked on a process of considering carefully the contributions made 
during the consultation period as well as the available evidence on what works best. Based on 
this we are now finalising a new policy on Ireland’s role in international development. This 
policy will be submitted for Government approval in the near future.

  Questions Nos. 47 and 48 answered with Question No. 23.

  Question No. 49 answered with Question No. 38.

  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 26.

Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRF0100051. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the discussions he has held with the Northern Executive and with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland regarding the activities of criminals, commonly referred to as dissidents; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8932/13]

20/02/2013WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
peace process and the Good Friday Agreement have resulted in a transformation of society in 
Northern Ireland, perhaps most visibly in the dramatic decrease in terrorist-related incidents 
and violence. There remains, however, a threat from paramilitary groups who are determined to 
impose a return to conflict on the people of Ireland. My Government colleagues and I discuss 
cross-border security issues and the threat posed by so-called dissident groups on a continuous 
basis with our partners in Northern Ireland. As co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement 
we are keenly aware of our responsibilities in this regard.  When I met with Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland Ms. Theresa Villiers MP on 11 February 2013 in Dublin we discussed the 
ongoing, cross-Border threat posed by certain groups.

In recent months our discussions with the British Government and the Executive, have been 
taken place against the background of the murder in November 2012 of Prison Officer David 
Black.  The universal condemnation from across the political spectrum in Northern Ireland and 
the unified reactions from the two Governments underlined the solidity of the peace process. 
Public statements made by the Taoiseach, Minister Shatter and by myself reinforced the mes-
sage of the two Governments standing together in solidarity with Prison Officer Black’s family 
and his colleagues in the Northern Ireland Prison Service. My colleague Minister Shatter at-
tended Mr. Black’s funeral.

It is worth noting that a number of unsuccessful attempts to injure and kill members of the 
security forces in Northern Ireland have taken place since the murder of Officer Black and the 
Government is not complacent about the persistence of the threat.

In addition to discussions at political level, strong and deep cooperation exists between 
An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern Ireland to counter such individuals 
and groups. The number of arrests in connection with paramilitary activity made in both juris-
dictions continues to be significant. The Garda and the PSNI will continue to cooperate very 
closely to combat such activity on both sides of the Border.
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    Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 11.

20/02/2013WRG00250Foreign Direct Investment

20/02/2013WRG0030053. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if there has been an analysis by his Department of the impact on foreign domestic invest-
ment into Ireland if the UK moves towards a renegotiation or referendum on their position in 
the EU; if he intends asking Forfás or other relevant bodies to conduct such an analysis; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [3182/13]

20/02/2013WRG0040056. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the Industrial Development Agency will highlight to companies locating here that our 
position within the EU is secure but that the UK position is uncertain; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [3175/13]

20/02/2013WRG00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 53 and 56 together. 

While the question of the British relationship with the European Union is, in the first in-
stance, a matter for Britain itself, I firmly believe that the UK is better off within the European 
Union, and that the Union is strengthened by having the UK within it.  I agree with the strong 
case set out by Prime Minister Cameron in his recent speech on the subject for the importance 
of the UK’s continuing and active membership of the Union.

The priority of the government is to build stability, jobs and growth, and we are working as 
Presidency of the European Union to ensure that these are at the top of the agenda across the 
work of the Union.  The UK remains a key partner for us in this regard.  With other Member 
States, we have a shared interest in making sure that the Union is properly equipped to meet the 
challenges of the future.

In the domestic context, continuing to attract foreign direct investment is one of the corner-
stones of our economic recovery.  Ireland’s status as an attractive location for investment is un-
derpinned by our educated workforce, our position as the only English-speaking country within 
the Eurozone and, of course, our strong commitment to the European Union.  These factors will 
continue to attract investment to Ireland into the future.

Irish prosperity is also closely linked with deepening and enhancing the economic relation-
ship with the UK, which remains Ireland’s largest trading partner.  Trade with the UK is of vital 
importance to the jobs and livelihoods of a significant proportion of our workforce.  As set out 
in the joint statement of the Taoiseach and Prime Minister Cameron on the future of British-
Irish relations of March 2012, a joint evaluation of the British-Irish economic relationship and 
this project is now underway, with consultants working to examine the depth of interdepen-
dence between the economies and to identify common strategic challenges and opportunities 
to be addressed.

Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 23.

Question No. 55 answered with Question No. 21.

Question No. 56 answered with Question No. 53.
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20/02/2013WRG00850Trade Agreements

20/02/2013WRG0090057. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the proposals he has to advance the EU-US trade agreement during the Irish EU presidency; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8948/13]

20/02/2013WRG01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government identified the need to advance the prospects of an EU-US trade and investment 
agreement as a key priority for Ireland’s EU Presidency.  I am pleased to report that significant 
progress has already been achieved with the decision of 13 February by EU and US leaders to 
launch negotiations in the coming months.  The EU and the US are two of the world’s largest 
trading blocs and already have very strong trading and investment ties with each other.  The 
joint EU-US High Level Working Group on Jobs and Growth, set up following the last EU-
US Summit in November 2011, was tasked with identifying policies and measures to further 
increase EU-US trade and investment including a possible trade and investment agreement to 
support mutually beneficial job creation, economic growth, and international competitiveness.  
That High Level Group issued its Final Report to EU and US Leaders on 12 February 2013.  
The Report concluded that a comprehensive agreement that addresses a broad range of bilateral 
trade and investment issues, including regulatory issues, and contributes to the development of 
global rules, would provide the most significant mutual benefit of the various options which had 
been considered.  The Report therefore recommended to Leaders that each side initiate as soon 
as possible the formal domestic procedures necessary to launch negotiations on a comprehen-
sive trade and investment agreement.

In a joint statement on 13 February 2013, EU and US Leaders welcomed the Report’s rec-
ommendations and confirmed that each side will now initiate the internal procedures necessary 
to launch negotiations on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership.  For its part, the 
European Commission has indicated that it will move quickly to present a negotiating mandate 
to EU Member States for approval by the Council of Ministers in order to start negotiations as 
soon as possible, still during Ireland’s Presidency of the Council.  As Presidency, we will play 
our full part in achieving this objective.

20/02/2013WRG01050Food Safety Authority Investigations

20/02/2013WRG0110058. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the arrangements that have been agreed as a result of his meeting with the British Secretary of 
State for the North, in regards to the ongoing horse meat scandal.  [8857/13]

20/02/2013WRG01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I dis-
cussed the equine DNA issue with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Ms. Theresa 
Villiers in Farmleigh on 11 February.  We noted that the issue is now a Europe wide problem 
and we welcomed the ongoing cooperation and contact between the Irish Food Safety Agency 
(FSAI) and the Food Safety Agency in Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom.

The substantive issue is dealt with by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  
Substantive arrangements regarding food safety are the responsibility of the Minister for Health.

Having regard to the close trading relationship between the Irish and UK food industries, 
Minister Coveney has been in regular contact with Owen Paterson MP the UK Secretary for 
the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  Both Minister Coveney and Secretary Paterson have 
agreed that the FSAI and the UK Food Standards Agency will jointly agree on measures for 
protecting the authenticity of meat ingredients used in the manufacture of meat based products.
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20/02/2013WRG01275Foreign Conflicts

20/02/2013WRG0130059. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he intends to develop a co-ordinated strategy on the Arab Spring and Middle East with his 
EU counterparts and EU High Representative; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[8936/13]

20/02/2013WRG01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
European Council on 7-8 February took stock of Europe’s relations with its southern neigh-
bours, two years after the first democratic uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt in early 2011, and con-
sidered how to enhance the EU’s strategic partnership with the countries of the region.  Overall, 
and while there have been difficult days and many setbacks along the way, as evident in Syria, 
the balance-sheet remains positive.  Democratic elections have taken place for the first time in 
countries such as Libya, Tunisia and Egypt and basic freedoms and foundations of democracy 
have been advanced in many of the countries undergoing transition.

Ireland welcomes the strong commitment expressed in the European Council Conclusions 
to continue developing Europe’s partnership with those countries.  The Conclusions acknowl-
edged  that these processes of transition will inevitably take time and should involve a differ-
entiated approach which reflects the progress individual countries are making in implementing 
democratic reforms.  Overall, the EU’s relations with the Southern Neighbourhood must be 
clearly based on the promotion and protection of human rights, fundamental freedoms and the 
rule of law.

The European Council tasked High Representative Ashton and the Foreign Affairs Council 
to conduct a review   of the effectiveness of the EU’s current policies in assisting the political 
and economic transition of the region and to report back by next June.  In looking at how the 
effectiveness of the EU’s collective action in the region can be enhanced, Ireland considers it 
important to ensure that the pace of democratic and economic development is country-led and 
that there is clear ownership in each country of the overall process of transition. 

We also believe it is important for the EU’s reputation in the region and for its overall rela-
tions with the Arab world that the Union should show leadership to the extent possible on po-
litical issues of strong mutual concern, and in particular in seeking to advance the Middle East 
peace process.  These are arguments we will advance in the forthcoming review.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 31.

20/02/2013WRH00075Global Economic Forum

20/02/2013WRH0010061. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will provide up to date achievements of the Global Irish Economic Forum; if any more prog-
ress been made in the creation of jobs through the connect Ireland scheme; if there are plans 
to hold a third Global Irish Economic Forum; and when the forum will take place.  [8856/13]

20/02/2013WRH00200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Global Irish Economic Forum held in 2009 and 2011 and the related Global Irish Network 
have made a substantive contribution to the Government’s jobs and growth agenda and to the 
restoration of our international reputation.  The Progress Reports of the 2011 Forum, published 
in March and October 2012, highlight the wide range of outcomes progressed, including the 
following specific outcomes: The Gathering which aims to attract an additional 325,000 visitors 
to Ireland this year:
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- The establishment of the Global Irish Contacts Programme which has already linked 20 
Irish companies to 20 Global Irish Network members in key markets;

- The establishment of a series of advocates for Ireland across key sectors;

- The new Presidential Distinguished Service Award for the Irish Abroad;

- The Invest in Ireland Roundtable hosted by President Clinton in New York in February 
2012;

- The establishment of an strategic communications unit in the Department of the Taoise-
ach;

- Active involvement of Global Irish Network members in Trade Missions;

- Increased support for the SME sector through the Temporary Partial Guarantee Scheme;

- Improved access to Ireland for those who want to study and do business here; and

- The expansion of Bord Bia’s food networks abroad;

- Connect Ireland, which is working closely with Network members to create up to 5,000 
new jobs in Ireland over the next 5 years.

I have decided to convene a third Global Irish Economic Forum in October of this year. The 
decision follows Government consideration of the matter at its meeting on 29 January 2013. I 
believe that a further Forum would continue the process of deepening our strategic engagement 
with the Diaspora and make a further direct contribution to investment and trade promotion.

The issue was discussed at the last meeting of the Global Irish network Advisory Group 
which took place in Farmleigh on 11 February.  My Department is in ongoing discussion with 
other Departments and State Agencies as well as members of the Global Irish Network on the 
most appropriate structure and agenda for the event.

20/02/2013WRH00250Overseas Development Aid Provision

20/02/2013WRH0030062. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in view of Trócaire’s 2013 Lenten campaign which shows the positive impacts for 
communities in the developing world when they are free to organise, operate and demand their 
rights, if he will, through both funding and diplomacy in Irish Aid’s priority countries, work 
to guarantee safe spaces for community organisations, leaders and local people to advocate for 
their rights. [8844/13]

20/02/2013WRH0040076. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way he intends to invest in the security of the community sector in Irish Aid’s pro-
gramme countries; the way he intends to increase multi stakeholder, independent review mech-
anisms to assess the effectiveness of Government systems and its response to threats against 
civil society space; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9262/13]

20/02/2013WRH00500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Joe Costel-
lo): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 76 together. 

I welcome the focus of this year’s Trócaire Lenten Campaign on the rights of citizens and 
community organisations to participate in and influence decisions that affect their lives. Civil 
society organisations play an important role in bringing citizens together to act collectively and 
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participate in the development of their own countries and communities. They have a strong role 
to play in demanding better services from the state and holding governments to account.

In some developing countries, civil society organisations have come under increasing pres-
sure in recent years as they seek to play their legitimate role in society.  In these countries, 
dialogue with civil society organisations is limited and the space for civil society engagement 
remains narrow or is, in some cases, shrinking. This can severely limit the operations and ef-
fectiveness of organisations, notably those working on human rights and advocacy.

Ireland has a long tradition of supporting civil society engagement.  In fact, Trócaire and a 
number of other organisations, such as, Christian Aid and Frontline Defenders, are specifically 
funded by my Department to promote and facilitate strong civil society engagement across a 
range of countries.  In our nine partner countries, where we have a commitment to long term 
strategic assistance, we also provide funding to local civil society organisations.  This enables 
their participation at local and national levels of decision-making and their work for the fulfil-
ment of human rights, especially for the most vulnerable.  Ireland’s partnerships in these coun-
tries are founded on respect for human rights, and we will continue to use every influence we 
have with partner governments to ensure that the role of civil society organisations is enhanced.

Ireland is also actively engaged at the international level in ensuring that the space for civil 
society is protected. For example, at the meeting of Development Ministers under the EU For-
eign Affairs Council which I attended in Luxembourg in October last, I gave strong support to 
the new EU Council Conclusions on Europe’s engagement with civil society. These commit 
Member States “to support and promote an enabling environment for an independent, pluralis-
tic and active civil society in partner countries”.  

Ireland’s membership of the UN Human Rights Council presents a valuable opportunity to 
make a meaningful contribution to the promotion and protection of an enabling environment 
for civil society.  We intend to advance the issue of civil society space during our term on the 
UN Human Rights Council and to continue championing the UN Universal Periodic Review 
mechanism which reviews all member states’ human rights records, including the treatment of 
civil society actors and human rights defenders.

The Government will continue to promote civil society-led initiatives and to support other 
arrangements at national and international level to promote and monitor an enabling environ-
ment for civil society organisations.

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 9.

Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 21.

20/02/2013WRH00550Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRH0060065. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
has raised the continued detention by the British authorities of a person (details suppied), who 
is a qualifying prisoner under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement and the Weston Park 
Agreement; and if he has requested the immediate release of this person. [8958/13]

20/02/2013WRH00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): This 
case has been brought to my attention and I understand that it is due to be examined by the 
Sentence Review Commissioners in Northern Ireland. That being the case, it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment any further.  The issue of prisons within Northern Ireland is a 
devolved matter to the Northern Ireland Executive and, specifically, to the Department of Jus-
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tice in Northern Ireland, led by Minister David Ford, and the Northern Ireland Prison Service. 

The various measures included in the package agreed at Weston Park in August 2001 ad-
dressed four issues to assist in the successful implementation of the Good Friday Agreement: 
policing, normalisation, the stability of the institutions and decommissioning. 

Proposed draft legislation by the British Government to deal with this specific issue as re-
ferred to in paragraph 20 of the Weston Park accord was formally withdrawn by the then Sec-
retary of State for Northern Ireland, Peter Hain MP, on 11 January 2006. The draft legislation, 
the Northern Ireland (Offences) Bill, had been opposed by the majority of the Northern Ireland 
Assembly parties and the Secretary of State was compelled to withdraw the legislation when the 
only supporting party, Sinn Féin, could not accept certain aspects of the proposed legislation. 
The Government remains committed to the full implementation of the Good Friday Agreement.

Questions Nos. 66 and 67 answered with Question No. 9.

20/02/2013WRH00750Ministerial Correspondence

20/02/2013WRH0080068. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he 
has raised with his Spanish counterpart the policy of dispersal of Basque prisoners throughout 
the Spanish State and the consequent hardship on their families.  [8954/13]

20/02/2013WRH00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Policy 
on the placement of a country’s nationals in prison in the European Union is a matter for the 
democratically elected government and the relevant competent authorities in each Member 
State in accordance with domestic law and, as such, it would be inappropriate for me to com-
ment.

20/02/2013WRH00950Foreign Conflicts

20/02/2013WRH0100069. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his 
attention has been drawn to the recent demolitions of Palestinian homes by the Israeli military 
in the Jordan Valley; his views that the demolitions are unlawful and amount to a grave breach 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention; and if he has raised the issue with the Israeli authorities. 
[8858/13]

20/02/2013WRH01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I have 
consistently drawn attention to demolition of Palestinian homes and property by Israeli forces, 
including in the Jordan Valley. This relentless process serves to poison relationships between 
the two peoples and is the exact opposite of what would be done by a government actively pur-
suing confidence building and reconciliation.   

I am seriously concerned by a significant rise in these demolitions in recent weeks. Figures 
provided by the UN indicate that in January there were 139 demolitions of Palestinian struc-
tures including 59 residential structures and 80 animal shelters. The majority of these were in 
the Jordan valley. This represents a three-fold increase over the monthly average in 2012. These 
actions forcibly displaced 251 Palestinians, including 153 children, and affected many more. 
In some cases, troops returned days later to again destroy tents and temporary shelters supplied 
by aid agencies.

The main reason for these demolitions and evictions is to make room for the ongoing expan-
sion of illegal Israeli settlements. In other cases the land is cleared for military use, including 
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training ranges, or even for parks. It is clear that all of these are just variations of an intention to 
force Palestinians off the land, to leave it in undisputed Israeli control. This occurs principally 
in Area C, which includes the whole Jordan valley, and in east Jerusalem. Regular destruction 
of wells, cisterns and other water and power infrastructure has the same objective. The usual 
pretext for demolition is that the structures lack planning permission. However, the authorities 
systematically refuse planning permission to Palestinian applicants, while at the same time ap-
plying completely different standards and responses to building by Israeli settlers.

These policies are clearly in violation of international law, including the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.  International law accepts that occupation authorities sometimes may have to de-
molish buildings, but this is usually in the context of imperative military necessity or indeed 
actual combat, neither of which would seem to be relevant to these cases. In addition, these ac-
tions are carried out in many cases to facilitate the continued expansion of Israeli settlements, 
which is itself contrary to the Fourth Geneva Convention.

Ireland has consistently raised concerns about settlements and related issues such as de-
molitions, especially at EU level. The Foreign Affairs Council in May 2012 adopted detailed 
Conclusions on many of these issues, including demolitions and forced transfers. EU Missions 
on the ground are also actively engaged at present in exploring ways of helping the affected 
communities while our strong concerns and opposition to such practices have repeatedly been 
relayed to the Israeli authorities, both via our Embassy in Tel Aviv as well as through the Israeli 
Embassy in Dublin. 

     Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 21.

20/02/2013WRJ00250State Visits

20/02/2013WRJ0030071. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will be supportive of efforts to bring about an official visit from the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge to the State; his views that, amongst many other merits, such a visit would help 
market Ireland as a holiday destination for UK residents, particularly among the younger de-
mographic; if he will make contact with the appropriate authorities to ensure that a formal in-
vitation will be extended by the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8460/13]

20/02/2013WRJ00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Deep-
ening relations between Britain and Ireland, including through high-level visits, is a priority for 
this Government.  The visit of Queen Elizabeth II in 2011 symbolised the modern and friendly 
relationship of equals which exists between our two countries.  Building on the momentum 
generated by that visit, President Higgins has visited Britain on 3 separate occasions since his 
inauguration and met with Queen Elizabeth in Belfast in June 2012.  This ongoing high-level 
engagement reinforces the close ties that exist between Britain and Ireland.  The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge would be very welcome to visit Ireland in that context.

20/02/2013WRJ00450Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRJ0050072. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the representations he has made to the Northern Ireland authorities regarding the human 
rights issues of prisoners in Maghaberry Prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[9031/13]
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20/02/2013WRJ00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Pris-
ons policy in Northern Ireland, and the conditions prevailing within them, is a devolved mat-
ter overseen by the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland and an executive agency of that 
Department, the Northern Ireland Prison Service.  I have received a full briefing on the assess-
ment of an Oireachtas delegation that recently visited Maghaberry Prison and can assure the 
House that we continue to monitor developments there very closely.  My officials are in regular 
communication with a network of contacts, including public representatives, individuals and 
organisations working closely with the prisoners themselves.  This facilitates confidential ap-
proaches on individual cases of concern.  I wish to underline however, that this is against the 
background of the devolution of policing and justice in February 2010 and of ongoing and far 
reaching reform in the justice system in Northern Ireland, led by Minister David Ford.

In October 2011 a report into prison reform was published by Dame Anne Owers which 
made far reaching recommendations related to prison reform in Northern Ireland.  This fol-
lowed a full review of the prison system with a particular focus on how best to protect the hu-
man rights of individual prisoners.  Much progress has been made to date in implementing the 
recommended reforms contained within this report, including a significant uptake of the prison 
officers’ “exit” scheme and a corresponding recruitment of new prison staff.  Minister Ford 
confirmed recently that, to date, 287 prison officers have left the service through the voluntary 
redundancy scheme and he has secured funding to allow a further 73 Prison Officers to leave.  
The delivery of a reformed justice system has a major part to play in building and protecting a 
more positive future for Northern Ireland.  I believe that the full implementation of all of the 
recommendations of the Owers Report remains the most effective way to achieve this and to 
ensure that conditions within all prisons in Northern Ireland are of an acceptable standard.

20/02/2013WRJ00650Northern Ireland Issues

20/02/2013WRJ0070073. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding the proposed Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland as provided for in the 
Good Friday Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9181/13]

20/02/2013WRJ00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
Government remains firmly committed to ensuring the full and effective implementation of 
the Good Friday Agreement, including the provision relating to a Bill of Rights for Northern 
Ireland.  The Good Friday Agreement sets out that a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland would 
include rights reflecting the principles of mutual respect for the identity and ethos of both com-
munities and parity of esteem, alongside the rights contained in the European Convention on 
Human Rights.  A Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland drawn up by agreement between the main 
parties of the Assembly could set out precisely and formally the rights upon which a shared 
future for the people of Northern Ireland can be based.  I would urge all the parties in the As-
sembly to engage in constructive discussion with a view to reaching agreement on the substance 
of a Bill of Rights.

In contact with the British administration, we continue to stress the importance of ensur-
ing that a Bill of Rights, for Northern Ireland which takes account of the separate and specific 
context of Northern Ireland.  We will continue to engage with the British Government on this 
issue, which is one of a number of areas where full implementation of the Good Friday Agree-
ment has yet to be achieved.

20/02/2013WRJ00850Northern Ireland Issues
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20/02/2013WRJ0090074. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed with the Northern Ireland Secretary of State or with the Northern Ireland 
Executive any new initiatives to deal with sectarian violence; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9173/13]

20/02/2013WRJ01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Since 
the outbreak of street violence in early December, I have had frequent contact, both with the 
British Government and with party leaders.  My most recent meeting with Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland Theresa Villiers MP was here in Dublin on Monday 11 February.  We 
agreed to continue working together to support the parties in Northern Ireland in addressing 
both the underlying and immediate causes of the deplorable violence seen in recent months on 
the streets of Belfast and elsewhere in Northern Ireland.  While the situation has been calmer in 
recent weeks, we remain fully engaged as Governments in our support of the work of the First 
Minister and Deputy First Minister and are united in our view, in the context of forthcoming 
parades, that the Parades Commission’s determinations must be respected.  Dialogue between 
parade participants and resident communities continues to be the most effective way to prevent 
outbreaks of violence.

On 17 January 2013, together with the Secretary of State and her colleague Minister of State 
Mike Penning MP, I met with First Minister Peter Robinson MLA and deputy First Minister 
Martin McGuinness MLA.  At that meeting, we reviewed the situation following the recent 
flags controversy across the three dimensions of public order, political leadership and rebuild-
ing Northern Ireland’s reputation.  We emphasised the need for protests to stop as well as our 
support for the PSNI who have been at the frontline in dealing with the violent incidents un-
fortunately associated with some of the protests.  The Secretary of State and I encouraged the 
First Minister and deputy First Minister to work with other Party Leaders in Northern Ireland 
to move on from the current controversy towards building a shared, cohesive and integrated 
society.  We also offered to work with the Northern Ireland Executive to ensure that the good 
work done by the Executive and others on attracting inward investment and tourists to Northern 
Ireland is not put at risk.

The persistence of sectarianism in Northern Ireland, with the absence of political agreement 
on how to make progress towards a truly reconciled society, contributes to the likelihood of in-
cidents such as those we have witnessed in recent weeks.  This crisis will not be resolved other 
than by a cross-party, cross-community response.  In my view therefore, there is no substitute 
for the party leaders agreeing on a framework for talks to address the issues that have arisen in 
relation to flags and symbols.  These are political issues that require a political solution.  The 
sooner the framework is agreed the better.  In the meantime, there has been very welcome prog-
ress in securing practical support for ongoing programmes to address sectarianism in Northern 
Ireland, in particular the agreement on a new EU Peace Programme (PEACE IV) with funding 
of €150m secured.

Looking forward, the focus of political leadership in Northern Ireland should be on main-
taining and creating jobs through economic recovery, in which inward investment and tourism 
play such a crucial role.  The Government are ready to support the Executive and political lead-
ership in Northern Ireland in whatever way we can.

20/02/2013WRJ01050Rapid Response Initiative

20/02/2013WRJ0110075. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 190 of 12 February 2013, the basis on which persons are 
chosen for these delegations and the process by which they are selected. [9249/13]



20 February 2013

697

20/02/2013WRJ01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As 
outlined in my reply to Question No. 190 [6851/13], my Department coordinates the partici-
pation by Irish civilians in a number of international operations.  In particular we manage the 
response to requests for participation in UN and EU humanitarian missions through the Rapid 
Response Corps as well as requests for participation in civilian crisis management missions 
overseen by the EU’s External Action Service and election monitoring missions overseen by 
the Organisation for Security Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).  We also coordinate responses to 
requests from other bodies as they arise.

Ireland’s Rapid Response Corps is made up of highly-skilled people who can be deployed 
at short notice to assist in emergency relief efforts.  Calls for applicants are published annually 
on my Department’s Irish Aid website and recruitment is undertaken through a competitive 
interview process.  Roster Members are required to hold an appropriate technical qualification 
and possess substantial relevant professional experience, preferably in a humanitarian context, 
demonstrate a commitment to humanitarian values, and be in a position to deploy at short no-
tice for periods of 3 to 6 months.  Induction training for roster members is mandatory and is 
delivered in partnership with the Irish Defence Forces.  The selection of roster members for 
deployment is undertaken by the UN agencies by matching skills, experience and competencies 
with the vacancy.  When an Irish roster member is selected by the UN Partner, Irish Aid makes 
all the necessary preparatory arrangements (visa, travel, insurance and medical).  Members of 
the Irish Aid rosters have deployed on 188 occasions to 42 countries.  There are currently 11 
members of the Irish Aid roster on deployment with the United Nations in 8 countries, Egypt, 
Kenya, Lebanon, Myanmar, the Philippines, Senegal, Somalia and South Sudan.

The European External Action Service (EEAS) issues periodic “calls for contributions” 
requesting Member States to nominate persons to fill vacancies in civilian crisis management 
missions established under the Common Security and Defence Policy.  My Department main-
tains a list of persons who have asked to be considered for such missions, and also advertises 
positions of interest to Ireland through the Public Jobs website.  My Department nominates 
applicants to the EEAS only where it considers that their qualifications and experience satisfy 
the requirements for the position, as set out in the call for contributions.  The final selection of 
candidates is made by the EEAS from among those nominated by the member states.  Member 
states bear a significant proportion of the cost of seconding their experts to missions.  In light 
of the limited financial resources available, my Department deployed ten seconded experts in 
2012.  The Department of Justice and Equality is responsible for the deployment of members of 
an Garda Síochána to these Missions.

The Government believes that international election monitoring missions have an important 
role to play in the promotion of human rights and democracy, and my Department maintains a 
roster of observers for election monitoring missions.  We aim to ensure that, when requested, 
Ireland is represented at an appropriate level in international observation missions for elections 
and constitutional referendums.  Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by 
the European Union and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), but 
have also been involved in missions organised by the Council of Europe, the United Nations 
and the Carter Centre.

There are currently some 300 people on the Department’s Election Observation Roster.  A 
call for applications to participate in the roster was recently published on my Department’s Irish 
Aid website, with a closing date of 18 February.  The main requirement for inclusion on the 
roster is experience in the administration of elections (domestic or overseas).  Candidates who 
fulfil the requirements are placed on the roster following an interview.  The election observation 
programme is subject to continuous monitoring to ensure that it operates efficiently, and is cur-
rently under review.  It is expected that a new roster will be in place mid-year 2013.
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When a request for electoral observation is received from the EU and OSCE, the Depart-
ment seeks expressions of interest from all observers on the election roster.  From the expres-
sions of interest, a list of suitably qualified observers is then drawn up, taking into account the 
length of time since their last mission as well as any specific criteria for the mission, including 
country and regional experience and relevant language proficiency, if applicable.  Attention is 
also given to contributing to the commitment by the EU and OSCE to achieving a better gen-
der balance on missions, as well as the need for Ireland to increase the number of experienced 
observers on our roster.

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 62.

20/02/2013WRJ01350Human Rights Issues

20/02/2013WRJ0140077. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade in relation to the recent detention of Jeyasundaram in Sri Lanka, considered illegal by 
UNWGAD, the reason there was no Irish diplomatic presence on the release date to ensure their 
release proceeded and to further ensure safety out of Sri Lanka. [9263/13]

20/02/2013WRJ0150078. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which information has been made available to him or his Department arising 
from the ongoing detention of an Irish citizen (details supplied), in Sri Lanka; if their continued 
detention and the procedures to date followed by the authorities there are in accord with interna-
tional law and human rights principles; if he is in a position to take any action at EU and or UN 
level with a view to ensuring that international procedures are strictly observed, that diplomatic 
access is available; whether in the absence of adherence to due process a request can be made 
for their repatriation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9267/13]

20/02/2013WRJ01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions No. 77 and 78 together.

As the Deputy will be aware from previous responses to questions in relation to the person 
named my officials remain in close and direct contact with the person’s wife and family and 
they liaise directly with her on all developments in his case.  The Ambassador and officers in the 
Embassy in New Delhi, which is accredited to Sri Lanka, and the Honorary Consul of Ireland 
Office in Colombo have also been very active in this difficult case.  The person named by the 
Deputy has been detained in Sri Lanka since 5 September 2007.  No charge was brought against 
him until 29 January 2013.  I am informed that at his trial on that date a sentence of one month 
was imposed on him. Subsequently, he was informed that he would be released on Tuesday, 12 
February 2013. Based on this information his family made flight arrangements for him to return 
to Ireland.  Officials from the Honorary Consulate attended the prison on 12 February to be 
present on his release and to offer any possible consular assistance.  They were informed that 
the release would not go ahead and that four charges would be brought against him.

I am personally very concerned about this latest development and especially by the sudden 
manner by which his release was revoked.  I have written to the Minister for External Affairs 
expressing in the strongest possible terms my disappointment and concern at the latest develop-
ments in this case and asking that the Minister act to ensure that all possible due process of law 
is afforded to the person named by the Deputy.  Arrangements have been made for our Ambas-
sador in New Delhi to travel to Sri Lanka today, Wednesday, 20 February in order that he may 
pay a prison visit to him.  The Ambassador also requested a meeting with the Sri Lankan Min-
ister for External Affairs and he will personally deliver my letter to the Minister.
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My Department will continue to take every opportunity to seek to discuss this case bilater-
ally with the Sri Lankan authorities and at international fora.  I can assure the Deputy that all 
possible consular assistance will continue to be provided in this very difficult case and that my 
officials will continue to liaise with the family of the person named by the Deputy.

Human Rights Issues

20/02/2013WRK0020079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if in conjunction with his EU and UN colleagues, it has been found possible to engage 
with the authorities in Pakistan in the aftermath of the shooting of a person (details supplied) 
with a view to establishing support for the views she holds and has highlighted; if the authori-
ties in her home country are amenable to the cause to which she is espoused; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9268/13]

20/02/2013WRK00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I refer 
the Deputy to my reply of 16 January concerning this matter.  The Deputy will be aware that 
there was widespread revulsion at the attempted murder of Malala Yousafzai last October.  The 
shooting was condemned by the High Representative/Vice President of the European Com-
mission, Catherine Ashton, and the Secretary General of the Nations, Ban Ki-Moon.  I too ex-
pressed and continue to express my utter condemnation of this appalling act.  Like many others, 
I admire Malala Yousafzai’s courageous efforts to promote the fundamental right to education 
and her efforts to achieve education for women and girls in Pakistan and other regions world-
wide.

During Pakistan’s most recent UN Universal Periodic Review in October 2012, Ireland 
urged the Government of Pakistan to give consideration to adopting measures to protect in-
dividual and minority rights in line with its Constitution and with international human rights 
standards and conventions.  We also recommended that the Government of Pakistan invite the 
UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders 
to conduct an independent visit to Pakistan.

The EU engages in regular dialogue with Pakistan on human rights and democratic prin-
ciples, including the right to freedom of opinion and expression.  The EU has called on the 
Pakistani authorities, at the highest level, to adopt measures to protect individual and minority 
rights in line with the Constitution and with international human rights standards and conven-
tions.  In particular, High Representative Ashton, met Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani 
Khar in December 2012 to discuss a range of issues, including an exchange on the case of 
Malala Yousafzai.

The Government of Pakistan has confirmed to my Department that the views espoused by 
Malala Yousafzai, in the words of Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar, represent 
Pakistan’s future and Pakistan’s hope.  The President of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari and his 
daughter, during a visit to Britain recently, visited Malala Yousfazai in hospital in Birmingham, 
while undergoing treatment for and recuperating from her injuries.  I am also informed that 
Malala Yousafzai is applauded and supported by all political parties in Pakistan.

The Government of Pakistan, to underline its support for the views espoused by Malala 
Yousafzai has, I understand, appointed her father as Education Attaché at the Pakistani Consul-
ate in Birmingham, and that by these acts there is a clear message of Pakistani Government 
support for equal access to education for boys and girls.
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Western Balkans Issues

20/02/2013WRK0040080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and his EU colleagues continue to encourage and support the 
peaceful evolution of structures in the Western Balkans with particular reference to ensuring 
compliance with the EU acquis communautaire, in preparation for EU membership; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9269/13]

20/02/2013WRK0050081. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which EU enlargement continues to remain a central issue at EU Council 
meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9270/13]

20/02/2013WRK0060082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the priority list in respect of EU enlargement; the degree to which the various preparatory 
procedures have been complied with; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9271/13]

20/02/2013WRK00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 80 to 82, inclusive, together. 

EU enlargement is a priority for the Irish Presidency.  We see it as a vital tool for promoting 
reform, democracy and stability in Europe, and we are working to facilitate and advance the 
process for all candidates and prospective candidates.

At the December 2012 General Affairs Council there was substantive discussion on enlarge-
ment, and the European Council Conclusions of 14 December 2012 allow for further discus-
sions at Council on the enlargement agenda during our Presidency.  The Conclusions reaffirmed 
the EU perspective of the countries of the Western Balkans.  Notably, they invited the Com-
mission and EEAS to report back to Council later this year on progress on reforms in Macedo-
nia, Serbia, Albania and Kosovo, with a view to the Council possibly taking decisions on the 
opening of accession negotiations with Macedonia and Serbia, granting of candidate status to 
Albania, and the opening of Stability and Association Agreement negotiations with Kosovo.

In addition to working to facilitate such decisions at Council if the Commission and EEAS 
report positively, the Irish Presidency will continue to pursue other priorities on the enlargement 
agenda, including overseeing the final monitoring report on Croatia, progressing negotiations 
with Iceland and Montenegro, and working to reinvigorate Turkey’s accession process.  The 
EU also continues to encourage Bosnia and Herzegovina to implement the necessary reforms 
to enable it to progress on its EU path. 

The proposed Multiannual Financial Framework for the period 2014-2020 includes provi-
sion for IPA II, the Instrument of Pre-Accession Assistance.  This is a continuation of the In-
strument that has been in place since 2007 which assists candidate and prospective candidate 
countries in preparing for accession, including by way of institution building and adoption of 
the EU acquis.

Exports Growth

20/02/2013WRK0080083. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade based on the performance over the past two years, the countries in Europe or worldwide 
that present the best prospects for increased trade with this country in the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9272/13]

20/02/2013WRK00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Ire-
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land’s exports have performed well over the past two years.  The total value of merchandise ex-
ports in 2012 was €92 billion, representing an increase of 3.1% on the 2010 figure (€89 billion), 
while services exports for the first nine months of 2012 reached €66 billion; an increase of 23% 
on the same period in 2010 (€54 billion).  In terms of our merchandise trade with Europe, over 
the past two years, exports have increased by 3% with notable growth in exports to Switzerland 
(37%), Germany (20%), Poland (11%), Great Britain (7.4%), Netherlands (7%) and Belgium 
(3%).  Outside of European markets, there was significant growth in merchandise exports to, 
inter alia, Canada (24%), Russia (20%), India (15%) and Japan (20%).

As the Deputy is aware, the Government Trade Strategy identifies 27 priority markets, in-
cluding those with the best prospects for increased trade.  Local market teams headed by our 
Ambassadors are in place in these markets and their work is overseen by the high level Export 
Trade Council, which I chair.  I can ensure the Deputy that my Department and the Embassy 
network will continue to prioritise our work to support the growth of Irish exports.

It should be noted that, while the markets listed above have all shown impressive growth 
in recent years, previous years’ export figures may not be indicative of future export prospects.  
There are many factors that affect exports such as the prevailing global macroeconomic and 
policy environment, the impact of EU Free Trade Agreements, currency and oil price fluctua-
tions, as well as other unforeseen factors.

20/02/2013WRK00950EU Membership Issues

20/02/2013WRK0100084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which contingency plans are in preparation in the event of the United King-
dom opting out of the European Union with particular reference to trade between this country 
and the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9273/13]

20/02/2013WRK01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
UK’s relationship with the European Union is a matter, in the first instance, for its Government 
and people.  I would, however, hope to see it continue to play a full and active part into the 
future and this is something which I and my Ministerial colleagues continue to communicate 
in our contacts with the British government.  Like all Member States, the UK gains from its 
membership of the European Union, not least through unfettered access to a Single Market of 
more than 500 million people.  At the same time, the UK also makes a valued contribution to 
our Union of 27 - soon to be 28 - Member States.  The EU is stronger for having the UK as 
a Member State.  From a national perspective, having the ability to work together within the 
Union on the many issues on which we are of like mind - the single market and trade liberalisa-
tion to name just two - amplifies the impact of our excellent relationship generally. 

British-Irish relations are at a stage of maturity, friendship and mutual cooperation unparal-
leled in our history but it is important that the very settled nature of the relationship is not taken 
for granted.  We continue to engage with our British counterparts at all levels across a range of 
areas of importance both here and in the UK.  These areas are identified in the joint statement on 
the future of the British-Irish relationship issued by the Taoiseach and Prime Minister Cameron 
in March 2012, and include continued cooperation on the implementation of the Good Friday 
Agreement, addressing global issues such as climate change, poverty and hunger, and working 
closely together as partners within the European Union.  We also closely monitor all political 
developments within the UK on an ongoing basis.

A key priority for us is, of course, to deepen the economic relationship between our coun-
tries, for the benefit of all our citizens.  The UK is Ireland’s largest trading partner and that trade 
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underpins the jobs and livelihoods of a significant proportion of our workforce.  The total value 
of merchandise exports to the UK last year was €15.2 billion.  This represents a 6.8% increase 
on exports in 2011. 

The Embassy of Ireland in London and our Consulate General in Edinburgh work very 
closely with the State business development agencies, all of whom have representation in the 
British market.  All are fully committed to supporting Irish business in the UK.  Our Local Mar-
ket Team sets out a strategic plan annually for promoting trade, tourism and investment and our 
Ambassador in London is responsible for ensuring its implementation and reporting back to the 
Export Trade Council, which I chair.

Following on from the joint statement, a joint evaluation of the British-Irish economic rela-
tionship is now underway, with consultants working to examine the depth of interdependence 
between the economies and to identify common strategic challenges and opportunities to be 
addressed.

Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 16.

Trade Promotion

20/02/2013WRK0130086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which it is expected to use the St. Patrick’s feast day celebrations worldwide 
to promote the national image and explore and expand trade and commercial activity; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9275/13]

20/02/2013WRK01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): St. 
Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to promote Ireland’s economic and political interests 
overseas, with levels of publicity and media attention unmatched by the national day of any 
other country.  This year, as with previous years, it is the intention of the Government to maxi-
mise all opportunities generated by Saint Patrick’s Day, including the traditional programme 
of ministerial travel, to promote our national image and our trade and commercial interests.  
Our Embassy network will prepare targeted programmes focused on promoting Ireland’s trade, 
tourism and investment objectives for travelling Ministers, making the most of their presence to 
raise the profile and coverage of events and secure high-level access.  Examples of events that 
Ministers will engage in include meetings related to trade, tourism and investment opportuni-
ties, media interviews, networking events, and bilateral meetings with national, regional and 
local Ministers, along with other high profile events such as Greening ceremonies.

The promotional efforts of my Department will, of course, not be limited to the small num-
ber of countries that receive ministerial visits; our entire Embassy network across 58 countries 
will work hard to ensure that Saint Patrick’s Day celebrations are utilised fully in support of our 
economic and reputational interests.  

The Trade and Promotion Division of my Department will develop a set of key messages 
tailored to Saint Patrick’s Day, in cooperation with the relevant state agencies, which will be 
circulated widely and which our Embassy network and travelling Ministers will be able to draw 
on to spread a positive message about Ireland’s recovery and future prospects. 

Irish Communities Abroad

20/02/2013WRK0150087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade the degree to which it is expected his Department can interact and engage with the Irish 
diaspora in the context of St. Patrick’s Day festivities worldwide with the objective of ensuring 
that they are not forgotten; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9276/13]

20/02/2013WRK01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): One 
of the key priorities for our Missions abroad is to engage on an ongoing basis with Irish com-
munities.  St. Patrick’s Day provides an invaluable opportunity to engage directly with Irish 
communities around the world.  St. Patrick’s Day provides an invaluable opportunity to further 
deepen this interaction.  Each Ministerial programme during the period will include substan-
tive Irish diaspora elements across all sectors including elderly Irish, recent emigrants, Irish 
business networks and cultural groups.  In addition to the Ministerial Programmes, each of our 
Missions undertakes extensive Irish community programmes during the March period.

Building a strategic relationship between Ireland and its diaspora is a core priority for my 
Department.  Since 2008, the Emigrant Support Programme has provided grants of €66 million 
to our people abroad, particularly our most vulnerable Irish emigrants.  The Government has 
also intensified its engagement with the business community through the Global Irish Network.  
A decision has recently been taken to convene a third Global Irish Economic Forum in October 
of this year.

20/02/2013WRL00150Undocumented Irish in the USA

20/02/2013WRL0020088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and his Department continues to have dialogue with the authorities 
in the United State with a view to establishing criteria whereby undocumented Irish in the US 
are regulated whether by way of bilateral arrangement or general arrangement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9277/13]

20/02/2013WRL0030089. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he has had discussions with Irish emigrant organisations in the US 
with a view to achieving some arrangement whereby the undocumented Irish can be regular-
ised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9278/13]

20/02/2013WRL00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 88 and 89 together. 

The welfare of the Irish abroad in general and especially the position of undocumented Irish 
immigrants in the United States remains an important priority for the Government.  A resolution 
of the situation for undocumented Irish immigrants will continue to be pursued by the Govern-
ment in our ongoing contacts with the US Administration and Congress.  

The advice of Ireland’s friends and contacts within the US Administration and Congress has 
long been that comprehensive reform of the US immigration system and procedures is likely to 
be the only manner by which such a resolution can be achieved.  The prospects for such reform 
would appear to have advanced in the wake of President Obama’s re-election.  The emphasis he 
placed on immigration reform in his inauguration address as well as his subsequent speech on 
the issue on 29 January and his State of the Union address on 12 February sent a very positive 
signal in this regard.  The indications of emerging bipartisan support for reform in Congress is 
also encouraging.

Through our Embassy in Washington and in close liaison with Irish-American community 
representatives, our contacts with the US Administration and Congress continue with a view to 
ensuring that the interests and concerns of undocumented Irish immigrants are captured in any 
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future legislative deal in this area that emerges.  In this regard, I raised the issue with Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton during our bilateral meeting on 6 December last and recalled our strong 
support for comprehensive immigration legislation and the passage of E3 visas for Irish citi-
zens.  I am currently engaged in a round of telephone discussions with key US Senators and in 
this context I spoke with Senator John McCain on 8 February last to express the Government’s 
appreciation for the efforts he and others are making in developing bi-partisan Senate proposals 
and to underline our ongoing interest in the issue.  The Taoiseach discussed immigration reform 
when he spoke with President Obama to congratulate him on his re-election.  The issue will 
remain a central feature of the Government’s engagement with the US authorities, including 
over the forthcoming St Patrick’s day period.  My programme, and that of other members of the 
Government during that period, while not yet finalised, will include meetings with key political 
figures and the Irish community groups that provide assistance to the undocumented. 

Much further debate and discussion is likely to be required within the US political system 
as to what any future legislative deal might comprise.  It is therefore not possible at this stage 
to identify an exact timescale in which these may become clear but the area will continue to 
receive the Government’s close attention over the period ahead.

  Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 31.

20/02/2013WRL00550Human Rights Issues

20/02/2013WRL0060091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the main locations worldwide in respect of which he and his EU or UN colleagues con-
tinue to be briefed where war, starvation, famine, human rights abuses and denial of women’s’ 
rights remains an issue; the extent to which he and his colleagues continue to focus on such 
issues and bring about a means whereby such matters are addressed in a meaningful way; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9280/13]

20/02/2013WRL00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Nei-
ther Ireland nor, as far as I am aware, the European Union or the United Nations maintains a list 
of countries in regard to the violations highlighted by the Deputy.   In our foreign policy, which 
is expressed in direct contact with other countries or multilaterally through the EU, the UN, and 
other international bodies such as the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, we 
are working to alleviate instances of war, starvation, famine, and human rights abuses, includ-
ing the denial of women’s rights, and to enhance international peace and security.

With our EU partners, we monitor closely the human rights situation in many countries 
throughout the world, on the basis of information obtained from a variety of sources, including 
official channels and non-governmental/civil society organisations. Where and when the situa-
tion warrants, we make known our concerns about human rights violations to the Governments 
in question. We do this bilaterally, through the EU or via the positions we take at the UN Gener-
al Assembly and the UN Human Rights Council, of which we are a member for the period 2013 
to 2015. We support the use of the full UN human rights machinery in responding to human 
rights abuses. This includes support for the role of UN Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Bod-
ies, Special Procedure Mandate Holders and for the convening, where appropriate, of Special 
Sessions of the UN Human Rights Council. The EU regularly makes statements at these bodies 
on the human rights situations in individual countries and Ireland is fully associated with these 
statements. The EU also introduces or supports resolutions dealing with specific countries.

Since March 2006, when the UN Human Rights Council was formed, Ireland has engaged 
proactively with the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism initiated by the Council. 
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The UPR mechanism allows for the review of the domestic human rights records of all 193 UN 
Member States every four years, based on human rights obligations under UN human rights 
and other instruments. Any UN Member State can take part in the interactive dialogue (i.e. the 
actual examination of the State under review) and submit written questions in advance. Ireland 
was itself examined under the UPR process on 6 October 2011. The process enables UN Mem-
ber States to raise issues, some of which would have been identified by members of the public 
and civil society, and to make recommendations about the protection and promotion of human 
rights in the State concerned. Ireland has engaged fully with the UPR process and welcomes the 
open and constructive dialogue associated with it. We have also made numerous interventions 
during the UPR examination of other states, raising issues of concern such as gender-based 
violence, freedom of expression, religious freedom, freedom of assembly and the protection of 
human rights defenders within the State under review.

The EU has adopted Common Positions on certain countries, which attach priority to pro-
moting human rights, democracy, good governance and the rule of law. In addition, the EU con-
ducts human rights dialogues with a number of countries and also raises human rights concerns 
as part of political dialogue meetings. In June 2012 the EU adopted a Strategic Framework and 
Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy.

Ireland and its EU partners have been strong and consistent supporters of the International 
Criminal Court, recognising it as an essential means of combating impunity for the most serious 
violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law. The Court’s Prosecutor has 
opened investigations into a number of country situations and we will continue to monitor this 
work closely.

Ireland has also consistently taken the lead in negotiating resolutions at the United Nations 
General Assembly and in the Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection of human 
rights defenders, as well as on the implementation of EU Guidelines in relation to human rights 
defenders in third countries, the aim being to ensure that the latter can operate in an environ-
ment free from hindrance and insecurity.

Mindful that the risk of human rights violations is greater where political, economic and 
administrative systems are weak, the Government’s development cooperation programme, Irish 
Aid, supports concrete actions designed to promote human rights, including strengthening gov-
ernment systems and in-country human rights institutions (in particular through legal training). 
Legal aid programmes targeted at victims of human rights abuses are also supported. Irish Aid, 
the aid programme operated by my Department, has a specific focus on governance in several 
programme countries.

The Government will continue to avail of all the above-mentioned mechanisms and instru-
ments with a view to highlighting violations of human rights and furthering their protection.

20/02/2013WRL00750Human Rights Issues

20/02/2013WRL0080092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community continues to monitor the detention of 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister, Ms Yulia Volodymyrivna Tymoshenko; if she has access to 
human rights activists and visitation in accordance with international criteria; if the circum-
stances of her imprisonment is in accordance with due process and international human rights 
standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9281/13]

20/02/2013WRL00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The 
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imprisonment of Ms Yulia Tymoshenko remains a matter of deep concern to Ireland, to its EU 
partners and to the wider international community. I refer the Deputy to my reply to the Dáil 
on this matter on 16 January 2013. In common with our EU partners, we will continue to moni-
tor closely developments in this case. On the issue of due process, the Conclusions adopted by 
EU Ministers at the Foreign Affairs Council last December called on Ukraine to demonstrate 
‘determined action and tangible progress’ in three areas of concern, including that of selective 
justice.   On the question of access, Ms Tymoshenko has, I understand, been visited recently by 
her lawyer. She also met with the European Parliament’s monitoring mission to Ukraine, led by 
the former President of Poland, Mr Aleksander Kwaœniewski, and the former President of the 
European Parliament, Mr Pat Cox, earlier this month.

20/02/2013WRL00950Tax Reliefs Availability

20/02/2013WRL0100093. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance in view of the proposed tax 
incentive for persons living in cities included in the Finance Bill, if he will clarify where the 
incentive scheme for rural areas is. [9025/13]

20/02/2013WRL01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that the pro-
posed Living City Initiative is a pilot project which seeks to encourage people back to the centre 
of Irish cities to live in buildings of historic and cultural importance as well as encouraging the 
regeneration of the retail heartland of central business districts. This modest pilot project is 
targeted at Waterford and Limerick cities, both of which were identified by Pobal as being the 
most disadvantaged urban areas in Ireland.   As the proposed pilot Initiative will undergo a Cost 
Benefit Analysis and will require EU State Aid approval, it will be subject to a Commencement 
Order.

I would like to remind the Deputy that Finance Bill 2013 contains a number of measures 
which are specifically targeted at the rural community. The proposed stock relief measures for 
young trained farmers and for registered farm partnerships have been welcomed by the farming 
community. Proposals to extend the relief from stamp duty on transfers of agricultural land to 
young trained farmers have also been welcomed.

20/02/2013WRL01150Tax Reliefs Availability

20/02/2013WRL0120094. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide in tabu-
lar form the total amount of tax relief claimed countrywide under the charitable donations 
scheme for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9028/13]

20/02/2013WRL01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 848A of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 (TCA) provides for a scheme of tax relief on donations to approved bodies. The 
list of approved bodies for the purposes of section 848A, which includes eligible charities, 
bodies approved for education in the arts and eligible primary, secondary and third level institu-
tions, is available on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie.  The following table sets out the 
figures for refunds of tax made by Revenue to charities and other approved bodies in respect of 
donations by PAYE workers, self-employed individuals and corporate donors for the years in 
question.

Year Estimated Cost of Tax Relief €M
2006 49.5
2007 47.6
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Year Estimated Cost of Tax Relief €M
2008 52.4
2009 54.1
2010 51.1
2011 26.3 (PAYE donors only)

The figures for 2011 are only available at the current time in respect of PAYE donors.

20/02/2013WRL01350Pension Provisions

20/02/2013WRL0140095. Deputy Shane Ross asked the Minister for Finance the status of the pensions of those 
employees of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation that have been made redundant in recent 
weeks; if their pensions are still guaranteed; the effect the liquidation will have on their pen-
sions and the contributions they have already made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9029/13]

20/02/2013WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I can advise the Deputy unlike in other 
liquidations, the majority of employees have been re-hired by the special liquidators, for an 
expected minimum period of 3 months, to ensure an orderly wind-down of the business.   

The special liquidators have advised staff that their pensions are controlled by the scheme 
trustees who will have to independently assess the impact of the IBRC Act 2013 and the ap-
pointment of the special liquidators.

The vast majority of IBRC staff were on defined contribution schemes (or no pension 
scheme) as opposed to a defined benefit scheme and the funds of these pensions funds are held 
independently.

20/02/2013WRL01550Redundancy Payments

20/02/2013WRL0160096. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to restore 
the value of the severance terms previously agreed to for Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 
employees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9138/13]

  99. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details sup-
plied) or any of the senior executives of Irish bank Resolution Corporation will receive any 
payments of benefits above that allowed by the statutory redundancy payment as prescribed by 
statute, following the liquidation of IBRC and the termination of their contracts; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9172/13]

20/02/2013WRL01700101. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding an em-
ployee (details supplied) of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation now in special liquidation in 
relating to their request that he take steps to restore the value of the severance terms previously; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9207/13]

20/02/2013WRL01800102. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the steps he proposes to take to 
ensure that Irish Bank Resolution Corporation employees receive the four weeks salary for 
each year of service in redundancy payments as they were promised and that service accrued 
while working for the liquidator would count as reckonable service for redundancy purposes. 
[9211/13]
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20/02/2013WRL01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 96, 99, 
101 and 102 together.

Following the liquidation, all employment contracts in the Republic of Ireland have been 
terminated, including those of the former senior executives.

The special liquidators have confirmed that the majority of staff, including some senior 
staff, have been re-employed on short term contracts to assist in the liquidation.

Where relevant, all staff are entitled to apply for a statutory redundancy payment, a pay-
ment in respect of accrued but unused annual leave and a statutory notice payment, subject to 
the limits prescribed by statute.

I am advised by the Special Liquidators that claims over and above that described above will 
rank as an unsecured claim in the liquidation process.

20/02/2013WRM00150Tax Reliefs Application

20/02/2013WRM0020097. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine extending 
the entitlement to reclaim VAT and VRT on car conversions for disabled persons with primary 
medical certificates to cars with engines sizes over 2.0l /2000 cc to allow persons who require 
larger wheelchairs to benefit. [9141/13]

20/02/2013WRM00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am informed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that Section 134(3) of the Finance Act 1992 (as amended) and Statutory Instrument No. 
353 of 1994 (Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1994) 
(as amended) provide for permanent relief from the payment of specified maximum amounts of 
VAT and VRT for persons registered under the scheme. 

The legislation specifies that, where a person satisfies the Revenue Commissioners that s/
he is a Disabled Driver who complies with all the conditions of the Disabled Drivers Scheme, 
that person shall be entitled to relief in respect of a vehicle with an engine capacity of up to but 
not greater than 2,000 c.c.  

The legislation does not provide for any exceptions and the provisions of SI 353/1994 must 
be fully adhered to. Reliefs will continue to be available to those properly qualified to receive 
them in accordance with those regulations.  I have no plans to amend the regulations at the mo-
ment.

20/02/2013WRM00350Property Taxation Exemptions

20/02/2013WRM0040098. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Finance if persons in the Health Service 
Executive fair deal scheme could be exempt from the property tax in view of the fact that they 
are already paying 5% of the value of their home to the State; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9156/13]

20/02/2013WRM00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): While no specific exemption from local 
property tax for individuals in the Health Service Executive Fair Deal Scheme is provided in 
either the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 or the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amend-
ment) Bill 2013, which I published last week, the legislation does provide for a number of 
exemptions from the Local Property Tax (LPT) as well as for the possibility of deferring the 
charge in certain cases of inability to pay.    
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I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the provision which seems to be most 
relevant to the Deputy’s question is Section 5 of the Act, under which an exemption may be 
obtained where a property that was previously occupied by a person as his or her sole or main 
residence has been vacated by the person for 12 months or more due to long term mental or 
physical infirmity.  An exemption may also apply where the period is less than 12 months, if a 
doctor is satisfied that the person is unlikely at any stage to return to the property. In both cases, 
the exemption applies only where the property is not occupied by any other person.

Full details of the all the existing exemptions and options for deferral are available on Rev-
enue’s website www.revenue.ie, where the Commissioners have recently published a useful 
Guide to Local Property Tax.  This will be revised shortly to take account of the provisions of 
the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013.

Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 96.

20/02/2013WRM00650NAMA Operations

20/02/2013WRM00700100. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance if he will set out the new 
cash flow projections for the remaining lifetime of the National Asset Management Agency as a 
result of the liquidations of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9178/13]

20/02/2013WRM00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by NAMA that as it will 
not have visibility on the portfolio to be acquired until late August, following the completion of 
a loans valuation and sales process by the Special Liquidators, it is not possible at this stage to 
assess the possible impact of the acquisition of the unsold element of the IBRC loans portfolio 
on cash flow projections for NAMA.

Questions Nos. 101 and 102 answered with Question No. 96.

20/02/2013WRM00950Property Taxation Exemptions

20/02/2013WRM01000103. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if he will outline in detail the 
categories of exemption from the property tax as recently set out in the Finance Bill 2013; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9219/13]

20/02/2013WRM01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance (Local Property Tax) 
(Amendment) Bill 2013 provides for additional exemptions from the charge to Local Property 
Tax (LPT).  It should be noted that the following information on the proposed exemptions is 
subject to enactment of the Bill.    

Residential properties owned by a charity and used solely as residential accommodation in 
the course of facilitating recreational activities connected with its charitable purpose will be 
exempt from LPT.  An example would be a residential property that is used to accommodate girl 
guides or boy scouts who take part in guiding and scouting activities.  The charity must have 
been granted an exemption for tax purposes by Revenue to avail of the exemption. 

An exemption will also apply to a residential property purchased, built or adapted to make 
it suitable for occupation by a permanently and totally incapacitated individual as their sole or 
main residence, where an award has been made by the Personal Injuries Assessment Board or 
a court or where a trust has been established specifically for the benefit of such individuals.  In 
the case of adaptations to a property, the exemption will only apply where the cost of the adap-
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tations exceeds 25% of the market value of the property before it is adapted.  The exemption 
ends if the property is sold and the incapacitated individual no longer occupies it as his or her 
sole or main residence. 

Residential properties that have been certified as having significant pyritic damage will be 
exempt from LPT for a temporary period of approximately three years.  Regulations will be 
made by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government stipulating how 
properties are to be tested to establish whether they have been affected by a significant level of 
pyrite-induced damage and providing for the issue of certificates by a competent person where 
this has been established. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that once a certificate has been issued, an ex-
emption may be claimed in respect of 3 consecutive liability dates.  For example, where a cer-
tificate has been issued on or before 1 May 2013 the exemption will last until the end of 2015.  
If a certificate has not been issued before the first and/or second liability dates of 1 May 2013 
and 1 November 2013, respectively, a liable person will have the option, where the certificate 
is issued on or before 31 December 2013, to retrospectively claim that one or other of those 
dates be the first liability date of the 3 consecutive liability dates.  If such a claim is made on or 
before 31 January 2014, any local property tax that has already been paid in respect of one or 
both of those liability dates (depending on which date is selected) will then be refunded by the 
Revenue Commissioners.

20/02/2013WRM01150IBRC Liquidation

20/02/2013WRM01200104. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the potential con-
flict in the special liquidator of Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, KPMG being responsible 
for considering the feasibility of outstanding litigation against competing business and former 
auditor of Anglo Irish Bank, Ernst and Young; if he will outline the safeguards that exists to 
prevent a conflict of interest in respect of consideration of this litigation.  [9231/13]

20/02/2013WRM01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): IBRC’s claims against third parties are 
unaffected by the liquidation. The Special Liquidators will have the power to continue to man-
age any IBRC claims that currently exist and will have the ability to assert further claims where 
they arise. The special liquidators ensure that all potential conflicts of interest identified are 
fully considered.  The special liquidators do not believe that continuing litigation previously in 
process represents a conflict of interest.

20/02/2013WRM01350Banking Sector Remuneration

20/02/2013WRM01400105. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on 
the preparation and publication of the Mercer expert report on banking pay and perks. [9232/13]

20/02/2013WRM01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My Department is presently finalising 
the report with the consultants and I will bring it to Government shortly for decision.  As I have 
said previously there is a real public interest in the levels of remuneration at the Covered Insti-
tutions and I will endeavour to have the details underpinning the review published as soon as 
possible thereafter.

20/02/2013WRN00150NAMA Operations
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20/02/2013WRN00200106. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the activities undertaken by 
the National Asset Management Agency in anticipation of acquiring loans from Irish Bank 
Resolution Corporation; if NAMA has engaged external assistance in undertaking these activi-
ties; and if so, if he will confirm the companies or persons engaged and fees payable.  [9233/13]

20/02/2013WRN00300Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised that NAMA is currently 
reviewing its options and will determine its approach in due course.

20/02/2013WRN00350IBRC Liquidation

20/02/2013WRN00400107. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the Special Liquidator of 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation will entertain approaches and offers from individual mort-
gage borrowers to buy out their outstanding loans; and the range of discounts on offer by the 
special liquidator to potential buyers of mortgage lending.  [9234/13]

20/02/2013WRN00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): There is an obligation on the Special 
Liquidators to ensure that the assets of IBRC are sold at a price which maximises the overall 
return for its creditors.  As part of the role of the liquidators, the assets of IBRC will be valued 
independently before being sold. Any assets not sold to third parties (including loan counter-
parties and other financial institutions) at or above the valuation price will be sold to NAMA 
at the independent valuation. The Special Liquidators are still in the process of devising and 
implementing a sales process in respect of IBRC’s assets however it is unlikely that individual 
mortgage lots will be put up for sale as part of this process.

20/02/2013WRN00550IBRC Liquidation

20/02/2013WRN00600108. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a schedule 
of approved payments where the payment was for a sum in excess of €1 million made by Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation for the seven days prior to 4.30 p.m. on 6 February 2013 and to 
provide a similar schedule for payments made in the seven days from 4.30 p.m. on 6 February 
2013. [9235/13]

20/02/2013WRN00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The payments in excess of €1m made 
by IBRC for the seven days prior and post the liquidation are commercially sensitive matters 
and therefore I cannot provide such information. It is normal course of practise that payments 
made by IBRC and the Special Liquidator are conducted under appropriate confidentiality con-
straints in order to protect the interests of all parties.

20/02/2013WRN00750IBRC Liquidation

20/02/2013WRN00800109. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a schedule 
of individuals and companies which the special liquidator of Irish bank Resolution Corpora-
tion regards as necessary for the ongoing functioning of IBRC during the liquidation period.  
[9236/13]

20/02/2013WRN00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At this early stage of the special liq-
uidation the Special Liquidators are engaged in intensive processes which involve inter alia, 
asserting control over the businesses, processes, systems and personnel of IBRC. It is impor-
tant that focus is placed on assessing, reorganising and restructuring the day-to-day activities 
of the Bank to meet the primary objective of ensuring the purpose of the special liquidation is 
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achieved, as this is key to ensuring that maximum value is extracted from the liquidation.  The 
schedule of individuals and companies regarded as necessary for the on-going functioning of 
IBRC during the Liquidation period is a matter for the Special Liquidator and as such I have no 
role in this matter.

20/02/2013WRN00950Languages Programme

20/02/2013WRN01000110. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
being contemplated to meet the language skills gap for recently announced enterprise projects 
for Dundalk, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9132/13]

20/02/2013WRN01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There is considerable invest-
ment by my Department in language provision. A range of foreign languages are available on 
the curriculum in second level schools – French, German, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Japanese 
and Arabic – and the school system is producing a large supply of students who have studied 
foreign languages. Every year, over 30,000 students sit a European language for the Leaving 
Certificate, including around 26,000 in French, 6,700 in German and 4,000 in Spanish, with 
smaller numbers taking other languages. The availability of Transition Year and the option of 
school developed short courses proposed as part of junior cycle reform will provide opportuni-
ties for schools to provide additional languages, if they so choose.

Prospective students then have access to a wide range of further and higher education cours-
es with a foreign language as either a core subject or in combination with a range of other dis-
ciplines. In addition, a number of foreign language programmes have been selected for funding 
through the Springboard initiative, which provides free part time higher places targeted at un-
employed people in areas of identified skills needs. Employer input and research by the Expert 
Group on Future Skills Needs informed the development and selection of these Springboard 
programmes.

Almost 12% of our post-primary students, as well as our general population, are of nation-
alities other than Irish. Many would have a mother tongue that is not English. These individuals 
also represent a potential valuable local resource for employers to draw upon.  Leaving Cer-
tificate examinations are offered in a number of other non-curricular EU languages to students 
who meet certain criteria including that they speak the language as a mother tongue. Some 
1,500 students took 16 additional languages in 2012.

20/02/2013WRN01150Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRN01200111. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will issue on a higher education grant application in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8989/13]

20/02/2013WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 14th February, 2013.

20/02/2013WRN01350Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRN01400112. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a 
decision will issue on a higher education grant application in respect of a person (details sup-
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plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8990/13]

20/02/2013WRN01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 8th February 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy.  When the re-
quested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/02/2013WRN01550Student Grant Scheme Appeals

20/02/2013WRN01600113. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is 
considering an appeal against the decision to refuse a higher education grant in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8991/13]

20/02/2013WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have been informed by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) that the application from the 
student in question is being reviewed and SUSI will contact the student directly in relation to 
the outcome shortly.

20/02/2013WRN01750Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/02/2013WRN01800114. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
Student Universal Support Ireland appeal reassessments upheld on the 25 January 2013 have 
still not been processed to date and will have to wait a further two week for a result; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8992/13]

20/02/2013WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): It is understood from Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), that re-assessments that arose out of the appeals process 
where the initial decision of the grant awarding authority was overturned on 25th January 2013 
have all been re-assessed. In some cases further documentation may be have been requested 
from the applicant in order for a final decision.

20/02/2013WRO00150Departmental Staff Data

20/02/2013WRO00200115. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide 
information on staffing resources (details supplied) each December from 2002-20012; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9003/13]

20/02/2013WRO00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested is 
not readily available.   It will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

20/02/2013WRO00350Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

20/02/2013WRO00400116. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
intends to review the decision that no maintenance grant is paid to new postgraduate students. 
[9004/13]

20/02/2013WRO00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I regret that given the level of 
demand on the funding available to me for student grants I have no plans to extend the scope of 
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the student grant scheme to allow new postgraduate students to avail of maintenance support.

20/02/2013WRO00550Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRO00600117. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a student grant. 
[9005/13]

20/02/2013WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 12th February 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the re-
quested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome. 

20/02/2013WRO00750Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRO00800118. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplid) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a student grant. 
[9006/13]

20/02/2013WRO00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that requested supporting documenta-
tion was received from the student in question on 7th February 2013.  When this documentation 
has been reviewed, the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/02/2013WRO00950Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRO01000119. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a student grant. 
[9007/13]

20/02/2013WRO01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 24th January 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy. When the re-
quested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

20/02/2013WRO01150Student Grant Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRO01200120. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Offaly may expect a decision on their application for a student grant. 
[9008/13]

20/02/2013WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland that the student referred to by the Dep-
uty has been awarded a grant and an award letter issued on 16th January, 2013. 

20/02/2013WRO01350Special Educational Needs Services Provision
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20/02/2013WRO01400121. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a child with 
Down Syndrome can automatically qualify for resource hours and a special needs assistant to 
help them progress through mainstream school; his views on the importance of ensuring that 
children with Down’s syndrome are provided with the necessary resources and assistance in 
order that they can participate and develop in an inclusive educational system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [9012/13]

20/02/2013WRO01500127. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason chil-
dren with Down’s syndrome do not automatically qualify for resource hours in our national 
schools.  [9170/13]

20/02/2013WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 121 and 127 together.

The Deputy will be aware of this Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that all 
children with special educational needs, including those with Down syndrome, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs. The policy of my Department is to secure the 
maximum possible level of inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream 
primary and post-primary schools, or where a special school or special class placement may be 
required to ensure such placements are provided for.

Pupils with Down’s syndrome attending mainstream schools may receive additional teach-
ing support in primary schools, either under the terms of the General Allocation Model (GAM) 
of teaching supports, if the pupil’s educational psychological assessment places the pupil in the 
mild general learning disability/high incidence disability category, or through an allocation of 
individual additional resource teaching hours which are allocated by the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), if the child is assessed as being within the low incidence category 
of special need, as defined by my Department’s Circular Sp Ed 02/05.

Pupils with Down syndrome who have care needs may also receive access to Special Needs 
Assistant (SNA) support. The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocates a quan-
tum of SNA support for each school annually taking into account the care needs of all of the 
qualifying children enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of the 
children, rather than solely by reference to a pupil’s disability categorisation.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education to provide me with policy advice 
on the issue of whether Down syndrome should be reclassified as a low incidence disability 
in all instances, regardless of assessed cognitive ability. This advice will be included in the 
NCSE’s comprehensive policy advice on how the education system can best support children 
with special educational needs which is currently in preparation and which is expected in the 
coming months.

All schools have been advised to apply to the NCSE for resource teaching or SNA support 
for the 2013/14 school year by 15th March 2013 and schools will then be notified by Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) of their resource teaching allocation for 2013/14, 
based on the number of valid applications received.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also con-
tact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the con-
tact details available on www.ncse.ie.

20/02/2013WRO01650Schools Building Projects Status
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20/02/2013WRO01700122. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding school building works which are outstanding at a primary school (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9015/13]

20/02/2013WRO01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The project is at an advanced 
stage of the tender process. Subject to no issues arising, it is anticipated that work will com-
mence on site later this year and will be completed in quarter 2.

20/02/2013WRO01850Pupil-Teacher Ratio

20/02/2013WRO01900123. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if, following 
the change in pupil-teacher ratio at further education colleges, he has conducted a review into 
the number of courses that have been affected by the change; the number of courses that have 
had to be discontinued due to the absence of one or more instructors for various modules of the 
courses; if there is an estimate of the number of students that have been affected; if he will share 
this information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9017/13]

20/02/2013WRO02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
The change in the pupil teacher ratio (PTR) for the Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) programme 
will not take effect until September 2013.  The number of PLC teaching posts will be reduced 
by 200 and this may lead to some reduction in subject choices for learners.  

In the meantime PLC providers will have an opportunity to plan for the reduced alloca-
tion to ensure they can continue to deliver programmes which closely meet the needs of both 
learners and employers. In doing so it is expected that they will have regard to the full range 
of factors relevant to PLC provision while minimising impact on learners. This would include 
consideration of factors such as the relevance of courses to the labour market, numbers under-
taking courses, completion rates, certification rates and progression rates as well as the capacity 
for amalgamation of courses or modular delivery, etc.  Until this process has been finalised it is 
not possible to advise the Deputy  of the impact of this change.

20/02/2013WRP00150Schools Building Projects Status

20/02/2013WRP00200124. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the need for a secondary level school for educate together; and if his Depart-
ment has assembled any plans in the provision of such a school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9021/13]

20/02/2013WRP00300125. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
review the process of awarding patronage of secondary level schools within the existing bound-
ary of Dublin City Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9022/13]

20/02/2013WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 124 and 125 together.

In June 2011, I announced that up to 40 new schools are to be established up to 2017 to ca-
ter for increasing demographics across a number of locations.  These consisted of twenty new 
primary schools and twenty new post-primary schools.  This announcement did not include a 
proposal to establish any new second level school in the Dublin city area.  I also announced de-
tails of the procedures and criteria that would apply to determine the patronage of new schools.

The Forward Planning Section of my Department will continue to monitor enrolments in 
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this area to ensure that there is sufficient school accommodation to meet any projected future 
demands.

20/02/2013WRP00450Student Grant Scheme Delays

20/02/2013WRP00500126. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will issue a 
decision on a student grant application as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9140/13]

20/02/2013WRP00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Officials in my Department 
have confirmed with Student Universal Support Ireland, that on 18th February 2013, a request 
for further documentation was issued to the student referred to by the Deputy.  When the re-
quested documentation is returned the student will be notified directly of the outcome.

Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 121.

20/02/2013WRP00750Teaching Contracts

20/02/2013WRP00800128. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a CID in respect of a person (details supplied). [9171/13]

20/02/2013WRP00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The person to whom the 
Deputy refers is an employee of City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee and I am not 
privy to his employment history.  If a teacher is dissatisfied with a decision of his or her employ-
ing VEC not to award a contract of indefinite duration, or to award a certain number of hours, 
then he or she may appeal this decision to an independent adjudicator under Circular 50/2006.  
Full details may be found on the Department’s website at www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-
Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0050_2006.doc.

20/02/2013WRP00925Apprenticeship Programmes

20/02/2013WRP01000129. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the FÁS 
apprentice budgets for 2013 have not been approved. [9176/13]

20/02/2013WRP01100130. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will take 
to ensure that a person (details supplied) may complete their apprenticeship. [9177/13]

20/02/2013WRP01200131. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason FÁS ap-
prentice budgets have not been approved which is leaving many apprentices in a very vulner-
able position. [9197/13]

20/02/2013WRP01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 129 to 131, inclusive, together.

This is a day to day operational matter for FÁS who manage the Redundant Apprentice 
Placement Scheme.

I understand that the Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme 2013 guidelines and con-
ditions for the scheme have been finalised and the scheme commenced on the 18th February 
2013.  The Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme will provide on-the-job training for 1,000 
redundant apprentices at Phase 3, Phase 5 and Phase 7 during 2013 at a cost of €3.9m.
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The individual in question is currently placed with the National Maternity Hospital, Hol-
les Street, Dublin, for Phase 5 on-the-job training and assessments and is due to complete this 
placement on 25th February, 2013.

On successful completion of Phase 5, he should contact his Senior Training Adviser who 
will discuss the progression of his apprenticeship.  He is required to complete 12 weeks at 
Phase 7 and successfully complete the Competency Determination Mechanism for apprentices 
who have a time deficit in their apprenticeship to meet the criteria for the award of the Level 6 
Advanced Certificate - Craft.

20/02/2013WRP01350Student Grant Scheme Appeals

20/02/2013WRP01400132. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will seek an 
urgent review of a student grant (details supplied) in view of the affected family’s difficult fi-
nancial situation and if he will communicate directly with the person. [9200/13]

20/02/2013WRP01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An appeal from the person in 
respect of whom details were supplied by the Deputy was received in my Department on 12th 
February 2013 and is due for consideration shortly by the Independent Student Grants Appeals 
Board.

20/02/2013WRQ00050School Enrolments

20/02/2013WRQ00100133. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school place in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9220/13]

20/02/2013WRQ00200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The question of enrolment in 
individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of those schools.  My De-
partment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for 
all pupils seeking places.  In relation to the availability of school places in the specific schools 
referred to by the Deputy, my Department has no applications on hands from any of the schools 
concerned for additional accommodation to address any immediate accommodation needs.  
Should a school need such additional accommodation it is open to the school authority to apply 
for same by completing the application form which can be downloaded from the Department’s 
website www.education.ie.  It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools 
to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act 1998.  In this regard a 
Board of Management may find it necessary to restrict enrolment to children from a particular 
area or a particular age group or, occasionally, on the basis of some other criterion.  The criteria 
to be applied by schools in such circumstances are a matter for the schools themselves.  This 
selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and 
must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Under section 15(2)(d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to disclose 
its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality and the 
rights of parents to send their children to a school of the parents choice are respected.  Section 
29 of the Education Act 1998 provides parents with an appeal process where a board of man-
agement of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment to a student.  
Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents of their right 
under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the relevant Vo-
cational Educational Committee or to the Secretary General of my Department.  The National 
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Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) is the statutory agency which can assist parents who are 
experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child.  The Board can be contacted 
at National Educational Welfare Board, National Headquarters, 16-22 Green Street, Dublin 7 
or by telephone at 01-8738700.

20/02/2013WRQ00250Schools Building Projects Status

20/02/2013WRQ00300134. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the construction of a new primary school (details supplied) in Dublin 16; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9230/13]

20/02/2013WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project to which 
the Deputy refers is currently under construction.  Works are progressing on site and the project 
is scheduled for completion in 2014.

20/02/2013WRQ00450School Curriculum

20/02/2013WRQ00500135. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way the 
ICT infrastructure can be further developed in schools in order to progress students’ digital 
literacy skills; his views on the importance of digital literacy skills, particularly in relation to 
employment opportunities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9253/13]

20/02/2013WRQ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Literacy is a national priority 
under the Programme for Government.  The Government is determined that all young people 
will leave school able to read, communicate orally, in writing and in digital media, and be able 
to understand and use mathematics in their everyday lives and in further learning.  The Literacy 
and Numeracy Strategy which was launched in July 2011 adopts a modern and comprehensive 
definition of literacy which includes digital literacy.  The strategy sets out a range of improve-
ment targets for literacy and numeracy including digital literacy.  The new Junior Cycle which 
is to be implemented in schools on a phased basis from 2014.  Eight skills underpin the learn-
ing which is to take place at Junior Cycle.  Among the key skills, are literacy and numeracy, 
including digital literacy and each of the key skills has elements which relate to digital literacy.  
These will be embedded in all of the new subject and short course specifications developed by 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment for the new Junior Cycle.  In addition, the 
new Junior Cycle Framework also provides for short courses designed for approximately 100 
hours of student engagement over two or three years and specified at a common level across the 
entire junior cycle.

The NCCA is currently working on short courses in relation to digital literacy and program-
ming and coding.  These will be available to schools from 2014.  ICT (including ICT infra-
structure) is an important tool in the development of digital skills. ICT provides teachers with 
more up to date, exciting and relevant ways of presenting and engaging with the curriculum. 
One of the most important ICT infrastructure developments is the provision of 100mbps to post 
primary schools.  The availability of high speed broadband opens up endless possibilities for 
the use of ICT in the classroom.  In addition to the availability of infrastructure, teachers must 
be proficient in the use of ICT in teaching and learning and curriculum relevant digital content 
must be available for use by those teachers.

There are a numerous specific examples of how ICT can be used to enhance the teaching 
of literacy skills.  One particular project where ICT is used as an incentive to improve literacy 
levels among school children is the FIS Bookclub.  The Bookclub is an online network designed 
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to facilitate peer-to-peer book reviews for primary school pupils.  The network allows pupils 
to upload video reviews of their own choice of books, for the benefit of other members.  Tech-
nologies such as visualiser, interactive whiteboards and more increasingly individual student 
devices are being used in the classroom.  These technologies in particular can be used across 
a range of literacy activities at primary and post primary level.  For both primary and post pri-
mary level, Scoilnet, the national portal for digital content in Irish Education provides a central 
resource to teachers, pupils and parents, offering access to a growing repository of advice and 
information.  There are over 12,000 specific resources relating to the curriculum available.

The education system has a key role to play in fostering and developing the digital literacy 
and ICT skills necessary for the competitive employment market.  In view of the importance of 
digital literacy skills in relation to employment opportunities my Department is actively pursu-
ing a programme of work to ensure our young people leave school with the skills necessary.  In 
addition, the joint Government-Industry ICT Action Plan which I launched last year outlines a 
range of short, medium and long term measures to increase the domestic supply of high level 
ICT graduates from the education system.

20/02/2013WRQ00650Higher Education Grants Eligibility Criteria

20/02/2013WRQ00700136. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will en-
sure that eligibility for third level grants will continue to be calculated on the basis of earned 
income, that the value of assets used to earn this income is not made part of this assessment and 
that children of farming families are not prevented from progressing to third level; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9254/13]

20/02/2013WRQ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware 
that a dedicated capital assets test implementation group was established to bring forward de-
tailed implementation proposals on new means testing arrangements for student grants, to in-
clude the value of assets.  I have received a draft report from the implementation group.  This is 
currently under consideration and I will be consulting further with my cabinet colleagues in the 
matter in due course.  The intention behind this approach is to ensure that, at a time of reduced 
resources, the Government targets valuable schemes, such as the student grant scheme, at those 
who need them most.  Equally, it is to ensure that those who can afford to pay to go to higher 
education should do so.  Under any new means testing arrangement, families from all sectors 
whose income and assets fall below a certain level, will continue to be eligible for third level 
grants for their children.

20/02/2013WRQ00850National Procurement Service Savings

20/02/2013WRQ00900137. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the National Procurement Service is currently 
considering placing art and graphic supplies for schools out to tender; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that this could potentially affect paper and stationery suppliers here already 
undergoing financial difficulties from the economic downturn; the policies in place to increase 
Irish businesses’ engagement with the procurement process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [9264/13]

20/02/2013WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The National Procurement Service (NPS) is focused on developing centralised ar-
rangements for the procurement of goods and services used commonly across the public service 
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nationwide.  The benefits arising from these central arrangements include: cash savings; admin-
istrative savings from reduced duplication of tendering; greater purchasing expertise; improved 
consistency and compliance with EU procurement regulations; and enhanced service levels.  
The NPS is constantly carrying out research into any number of different markets where it is 
felt savings for the taxpayer can be made.  One such area of spend under review at the moment 
is the supply of art and graphic supplies for schools.  When this research is complete a decision 
will be made if the level of spend and potential savings warrant the NPS running a national 
competition for such supplies.  The NPS also has, as part of its education and development 
remit, an active programme to educate SMEs in how to participate effectively in the public ser-
vice procurement process.  To date the NPS has facilitated workshops and presented at seminars 
to over 3,500 SMEs nationwide.  In NPS competitions, the tender documents explicitly seek 
to encourage the participation of SMEs.  A prime example of this is when the NPS decided to 
divide the office supplies contract into three individual lots for Stationery, ICT Consumables 
and Paper.  This was to increase the possibility for SMEs to tender individually, or form con-
sortia that could enter competitive bids to win this national contract.  Codex Ltd, an indigenous 
company, won the Stationery contract and are sourcing up to 60% of their products using 136 
local agents and manufacturers.  Furthermore, the ICT Consumables contract was also won by 
another Irish SME, Datapac Limited.

20/02/2013WRQ01050Burial Grounds

20/02/2013WRQ01100138. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on a matter regarding maintenance works (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8995/13]

20/02/2013WRQ01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): Kiltallagh Church and Burial Ground is not a National Monument in State ownership 
and consequently does not come under the care of the Office of Public Works.

20/02/2013WRQ01250EU Funding

20/02/2013WRQ01300139. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding allocated to the border, midlands and western region through EU structural funds; his 
views on the importance of ensuring continued adequate support for the region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [9143/13]

20/02/2013WRQ01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): On 8 February 
2013 the European Council reached agreement on the EU’s budget for 2014-2020.  The budget 
has now to be agreed with the European Parliament.  In line with reductions to the overall EU 
budget, Cohesion funding across Europe is expected to be reduced from €347 billion to around 
€325 billion.  Nevertheless, while the precise details remain to be worked out, it is expected 
that Ireland’s overall Structural Funds allocation will actually increase from the €901 billion we 
receive under the current round.  This represents a considerable achievement and is due to the 
consistent efforts of the Government to maximize support from Europe for our Structural Funds 
programmes.  In the case of the Border, Midlands and Western Region however, is likely that 
the allocation it receives will be reduced.  This is because the region will no longer qualify as 
a transition region since its GDP per capita exceeds 90% of the EU average.  Nevertheless, the 
Government was successful in securing a special allocation of €100 million for the BMW Re-
gion to mitigate the effects of its change in status and in recognition of the significant economic 
downturn that the region has experienced.  The European Council also agreed a special Youth 
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Employment Initiative using €6 billion of Structural Funds for regions with levels of youth 
unemployment above 25%, from which it is expected the BMW Region will benefit.  The focus 
on youth unemployment is something the Irish Government had been pressing for.

20/02/2013WRQ01450National Lottery Funding Disbursement

20/02/2013WRQ01500140. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will consider ring-fencing a special national lottery draw with a view to raising funds for the 
National Children’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9157/13]

20/02/2013WRQ01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): As the Deputy 
is aware, I announced in April 2012 that there will be a competition for the next National Lot-
tery licence.  It is intended that the competition will involve an upfront payment by the operator 
of the next licence to the State, a portion of which will be used to help build the new National 
Children’s Hospital.  It is envisaged that the competition will commence later this year.  A 
National Lottery Bill was published in December 2012 and is currently before the Dáil.  The 
proposal to provide for a special weekly National Lottery draw, the proceeds of which would be 
set aside to help fund the building of the new National Children’s Hospital, was one of a number 
of issues raised in a private members’ motion which was debated in the Seanad on 13 February 
2013.  Central to the success of the National Lottery since its establishment in 1986 has been 
the provision of ongoing Lottery funding for good causes.  They are categorized as follows in 
section 5 of the National Lottery Act 1986:

- sport and other recreation

- national culture (including the Irish language)

- the arts

- the health of the community

- youth

- welfare

- national heritage

- amenities

It is intended that the next licence will continue to provide for the ongoing provision of a 
significant level of funding for good causes each year.  The National Lottery Bill provides that 
the categories of good causes will remain as they are at present.  While the motivation for the 
proposal referred to in the Question is well-intentioned, it is likely that such a draw would sim-
ply see players switching their usual spend on lottery products to one that would be dedicated to 
assist funding the Hospital.  In addition, there would be uncertainty around the scale and timing 
of likely revenues that would emerge.  Essentially, the provision for a special National Lottery 
draw to raise funds for the building of the new Hospital would result in less funding for the 
existing categories of good causes.  Consequently, less money would be available for the type 
of local and community-based projects which are so closely associated with the success of the 
National Lottery over the years.

The decision to provide for an upfront payment under the next licence was made after care-
ful consideration of the various options.  Unlike the proposal to provide for a special draw, the 
Government’s approach will ensure that the raising of funds to allow the State to proceed with 
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the building of the Hospital will not be at the expense of good causes.  The Government is seek-
ing to maximise the benefit of the Irish National Lottery Licence so that maximum benefits can 
accrue to Irish citizens both through a sizeable upfront payment that can help fund the National 
Children’s Hospital and through strong growth in revenue for good causes.

20/02/2013WRQ01650Prison Service Overtime

20/02/2013WRQ01700141. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he is engaging with the Prison Officers’ Association in negotiations with respect to the payment 
of hours worked during unsocial hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9189/13]

20/02/2013WRQ01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): In response to 
the above Parliamentary Question I would refer the Deputy to Question number 6 on the order 
paper for questions answered on 23 January 2013.  The situation currently remains unchanged.

20/02/2013WRR00150Proposed Legislation

20/02/2013WRR00200142. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will consider, as part of the Construction Contracts Bill, a project bank account system, 
which was previously proposed by this Deputy and which has recently been progressed in 
Northern Ireland to ensure that only payments owing to subcontractors and individuals relating 
to particular projects can be made from specific bank accounts; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [9199/13]

20/02/2013WRR00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brendan Howlin): The key ob-
jective of the Construction Contracts Bill is to ensure that cash flows down the supply chain 
on all construction contracts.  This is achieved by providing a statutory schedule of payments, 
prohibiting the use of ‘pay when paid’ clauses in construction contracts and, most importantly, 
it provides the means for subcontractors to enforce these rights; by suspending their labour and 
the provision of statutory adjudication.  Given these provisions the requirement for security of 
payment reduces since the exposure of a subcontractor to non-payment is greatly reduced.

A range of security of payment options, including Project Bank Accounts were considered 
in the initial drafts of the Construction Contracts Bill and provision was made for devices such 
as bonds as part of the first draft of the Bill that was introduced to the Seanad by Senator Feargal 
Quinn.  However such mechanisms were omitted from the current draft of the Bill in order to 
reduce the administrative and cost burden to the small businesses that make up a large propor-
tion of our construction industry.

Policy in relation to public works contracts is reviewed on a regular basis by the Govern-
ment Contracts Committee for Construction and the introduction of Project Bank Accounts is 
under consideration at present.

20/02/2013WRR00350Flood Prevention Measures

20/02/2013WRR00400143. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
temporary defence measures, in advance of the completion of the CFRAM study, that will be 
put in place to manage flooding on the River Shannon; the progress being made between the Of-
fice of Public Works and the relevant authorities to deal with the issue of flooding on the River 
Shannon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9266/13]
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20/02/2013WRR00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Brian 
Hayes): The River Shannon Catchment Flood Risk Assessment & Management Study is be-
ing progressed by Jacobs Engineering.  This is an in-depth examination of the flood risk in the 
Shannon catchment and a detailed plan with specific recommendations on measures to manage 
that risk will be produced by Jacobs.

In advance of the detailed analysis which is being carried out under the Shannon CFRAM 
Study Jacobs was requested by OPW to prioritise a formal review of the operating regulations 
and procedures of the control structures along the river Shannon with the purpose of identifying 
potential improvements with respect to flood risk management that could be introduced in the 
short term.

That report and a non-technical summary of the Report - ‘Understanding Water levels on 
the River Shannon’ was circulated to all public representatives in the region, last Autumn.   In 
addition, a direct briefing on the report was made by Jacobs Engineering in late 2012 to the Irish 
Farmers’ Association  and the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Culture and the 
Gaeltacht.

Arising from those consultations, it was agreed, to explore the possibility of carrying out 
a water level monitoring exercise, involving controlled raising and lowering of weir boards at 
selected locations, subject to favourable hydrological conditions.

It is important to note that operational control of water flows and levels on the Shannon is 
a matter for both the ESB and Waterways Ireland.  The OPW met with both organisations re-
cently to review the scheduling of such an exercise having regard to existing water management 
protocols operated by these two bodies for the major storage areas in the Shannon system.  It 
has been agreed to involve the expertise of Jacobs Engineering, in order to advance the water 
monitoring proposal.

In addition it is open to all local authorities within the Shannon catchment to apply to the 
OPW for funds under the Minor Works Scheme in respect of any proposals to carry out local 
flood alleviation works which might be in general accord with the approach of the Shannon 
CFRAM Study.

20/02/2013WRR00550Consumer Protection

20/02/2013WRR00600144. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation 
the position regarding the introduction of a statutory code of practice in the grocery goods sec-
tor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9162/13]

20/02/2013WRR00700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a specific commitment to enact legislation to regulate certain 
practices in the grocery goods sector. I intend to give effect to this commitment by including an 
enabling provision in the Consumer and Competition Bill. This Bill will also, inter alia, merge 
the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority, update and reform competition 
law on foot of a review of the operation and implementation of the Competition Act 2002 and 
give effect to the recommendations of the Advisory Group on Media Mergers, Work on drafting 
the Consumer and Competition Bill is on-going and the Bill is included in the “A list” in the 
Government’s current Legislative Programme.

It is important to point out that in introducing a statutory Code the intention is not to protect 
one stakeholder over another nor is the Code intended to prevent stakeholders such as retailers 
and suppliers from engaging in robust contractual negotiations as happens in most other sectors 
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of the economy. It is also the case that the Code is not seeking in any way to determine the price 
of grocery goods. Rather the essential value of the Code is that by regulating problematic prac-
tices in the grocery goods sector it seeks to strike a fair balance between the competing interests 
of the various stakeholders including the interests of the end user, the consumer.

The Government is strongly of the view that it is important to ensure there is balance in the 
relationship between the various players in the grocery goods sector and that Ireland continues 
to have robust agri-food and retail sectors, particularly given the importance of these sectors to 
the national economy. The introduction of a Code of Practice is intended to achieve such a bal-
ance taking into account the interests of all stakeholders in the grocery goods sector including 
the interests of the consumer and the need to ensure that there is no impediment to the passing-
on of lower prices to consumers.

20/02/2013WRR00750Consumer Protection

20/02/2013WRR00800145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position regarding the merger of the Competition Authority with the National Consumer Agen-
cy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9237/13]

20/02/2013WRR00900Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): Work on draft-
ing the Consumer and Competition Bill is on-going and the Bill is included in the “A list” in the 
Government’s current Legislative Programme.

In addition to merging the National Consumer Agency and the Competition Authority, the 
Bill will, inter alia, update and reform competition law on foot of a review of the operation and 
implementation of the Competition Act 2002, give effect to the recommendations of the Advi-
sory Group on Media Mergers and introduce enabling provisions for a code of practice for the 
grocery goods sector.

The merger of the two bodies is aimed at ensuring improved co-ordination of the two policy 
areas. Enforcing both competition and consumer laws will give the newly merged body syner-
gies and efficiencies in carrying out its functions. This will have benefits for consumers due to 
the existence of a stronger and more co-ordinated body dealing with consumer and competition 
issues.

20/02/2013WRR00950Regional Aid

20/02/2013WRR01000146. Deputy Ciara Conway asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if he 
will seek EU approval to have the EU regional aid grant rates increased from 10% to 15% in 
the south east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9259/13]

20/02/2013WRR01100Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy 
will be aware that the purpose of regional aid is to support investment and job creation and 
encourage firms to set up new establishments in Europe’s most disadvantaged regions. The aid 
intensity thresholds for each category of region are pre-determined in the Guidelines by the 
Commission.  The thresholds reduce on a sliding scale basis, with the highest rates available to 
the most severely disadvantaged or geographically isolated regions of the EU. 

Ireland’s Border, Midlands and West region automatically qualified for designation on the 
basis of being the least developed region of Ireland. Thus the BMW region is currently entitled 
to the highest investment aid rates in Ireland of 15% for large companies, that is, those with 250 
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employees or more, and 25% and 35% for medium and small-sized enterprises respectively.

The details of the support in terms of aid intensity currently available for each county are 
available on my Department’s website, and are also listed in the chart at the end of this answer.

The process of Member States agreeing the 2014-2021 Regional Aid Guidelines is under-
way and multilateral discussions between Member States and the Commission, which has re-
sponsibility for the Regional Aid Guidelines, have taken place. For the 2014-2021 Regional Aid 
Map, economic data such as unemployment and Gross Domestic Product for all counties will 
once again be analysed afresh when deciding which counties will be designated for Regional 
Aid. 

A revised Irish Regional Aid Map will have to be submitted to and approved by the Com-
mission by the end of this year. 

Regional Aid Map 2007-2013 – IRELAND   (as reviewed by Commission Decision N130/2010 - Official 
Journal c 226/5 21.8.2010)

BORDER, MIDLANDS and WEST REGION

Large Firms 

Period 2007-2010 2011-2013
Aid Rate
(Gross Grant Equivalent)

30% 15%

Medium Firms 

Period 2007-2010 2011-2013
Aid Rate
(Gross Grant Equivalent)

40% 25%

Small Firms

Period 2007- 2010 2011-2013
Aid Rate
(Gross Grant Equivalent)

50% 35%

SOUTHERN & EASTERN REGION

Large Firms

Area Period Aid Rate 
(Gross Grant Equivalent)

South East sub-Region  
(Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Water-
ford, South Tipperary) and desig-
nated islands1

2007-2013 10%

Mid West 
(Clare, Limerick, North Tipperary2) 

2007-2013 10%

Kerry,  
Cork (entire county)

2007-2008 10%

2009-2013 0%

 1Bear, Cleire, Dursey, Heir, Long, Sherkin, Whiddy  
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 2As a result of Commission Decision N 130/2010, large investment aid and aid for investment projects with 
eligible expenditure exceeding EUR 25 million is once again permitted for these three counties.  Prior to the deci-
sion, such aid had only been allowed up until the end of 2008.

Medium Firms 

Area Period Aid Rate
(Gross Grant Equivalent)

South East sub-Region 
(Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Water-
ford, South Tipperary) and desig-
nated islands

2007 - 2013 20%

Mid West
(Clare, Limerick, North Tipperary) 

2007 - 2013 20%

Kerry,  
Cork Urban Regeneration Area  

2007 - 2013 20%3

Cork (apart from Urban Regenera-
tion Area)

2007-2008 20%

2009-2013 0%

Small Firms 

Area Period Aid Rate
(Gross Grant Equivalent)

South East sub-Region 
(Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Water-
ford, South Tipperary) and desig-
nated islands

2007-2013 30%

Mid-West
(Clare, Limerick, North Tipperary)

2007 - 2013 30%

Kerry,  
Cork Urban Regeneration Area  

2007 - 2013 30%3

Cork (apart from Urban Regenera-
tion Area)

2007-2008 30%

2009-2013 0%

Lower aid rates apply to Large Investment Projects (i. e. > €50 million

3From 2009-2013 no aid may be awarded in these counties for investment projects with 
eligible expenditure exceeding EUR 25 million

20/02/2013WRR01150Job Creation Targets

20/02/2013WRR01200147. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
actions that have been taken since the special Cabinet committee on jobs in January; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [3967/13]

20/02/2013WRR01300Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment held a special meeting on 17th January to focus on what additional actions can be taken 
across Government to support job creation.

All Ministers submitted proposals for consideration at the meeting.  These proposals have 
now been incorporated into the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs, which is being finalised for publica-
tion.
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The objective of the Action Plan for Jobs process is to create a supportive environment for 
businesses so that they can retain existing jobs and create new ones.  We are transforming our 
economy, step by step, by taking measures across all Government Departments and many State 
agencies to remove administrative burdens on businesses, improve their access to finance, fur-
ther improve our export performance and support the development of key growth sectors.

The Government remains committed to the overall target of supporting the creation of over 
100,000 new jobs in the economy by 2016 through the Action Plan for Jobs process and making 
Ireland the best small country in the world in which to do business.

20/02/2013WRR01350Industrial Production

20/02/2013WRR01400148. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation the 
action he will take to reverse the recent decline in industrial production; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3565/13]

20/02/2013WRR01500Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): There are a 
number of indicators used to measure the performance of the manufacturing sector.  It is un-
wise to concentrate solely on one single set of statistics and a comprehensive view of the sec-
tor requires an assessment of all relevant indicators, especially over a longer period, as erratic 
fluctuations can occur from time to time.

The key data source for Industrial Production is the monthly Central Statistics Office pub-
lication on Industrial Production and Turnover.  The most recent release, published earlier 
this month, covers the period up to December 2012 so we now have full 2012 data. This latest 
information shows that production increased by 11% in December last over the previous month 
(seasonally adjusted basis) and this helped overcome a poor performance during some earlier 
months of 2012. The index of Industrial production now stands 2.8% higher than its level at the 
end of 2011, which represents a very solid recovery.

In relation to Purchases, the reputable NCB Purchasing Managers Index is a composite in-
dicator designed to provide an overall view of activity in the manufacturing sector of the Irish 
Economy and also acts as a leading indicator for the whole economy. After a period of contrac-
tion between November 2011 and February 2012, this Index has recorded 11 straight months 
of consecutive growth from March 2012 to January 2013. The Index now stands at about 50% 
higher than its low point in early 2009.

Regarding export performance, the picture is also positive. It is heartening that exports of 
manufactured goods are continuing to rise despite challenges in many of our key markets. Final 
2012 export data published by the Central Statistics Office just last week showed that goods 
exports increased by 1% over 2011, reaching a total of €92bn, the highest figure since 2002.

Employment in the sector had suffered a major shock in 2008-2010 when approximately 
50,000 jobs were lost in manufacturing.  However, numbers have stabilised over the last two 
years and there are now 205,700 people directly employed in manufacturing (both full-time and 
part-time), and a similar number of people are employed indirectly.

To promote job opportunities in this sector, the Action Plan for Jobs 2012 included several 
specific initiatives to develop the sector. The Manufacturing Development Forum, which I es-
tablished last year, has facilitated this process.  I asked Forfas to develop a new Strategy for 
Manufacturing up to 2020 and this study is currently being finalised.  A new report on the Skills 
needs of the sector, also being finalised at present, will also be a key driver in pursing those 
specific needs. 
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A number of steps have already been taken to enable indigenous manufacturing firms to 
specialise, develop skills and value and scale up including:

- The launch of the new Potential Exporters Division in Enterprise Ireland, to support more 
indigenous companies to trade in foreign markets,

- Enterprise Ireland’s Lean Business Offer enables manufacturing clients increase produc-
tivity and competitiveness,

- The Launch of a new Development Capital Scheme, aimed at addressing a funding gap for 
mid-sized, high-growth, indigenous companies,

- Improvements to the R&D tax credit scheme.

On wider Government actions, we have been systematically identifying those areas of pol-
icy it can influence to bring about cost reductions or provide supports to business.  The Action 
Plan for Jobs 2012 included an extensive range of measures across Government which will help 
to improve competitiveness and support job creation across all sectors of the economy, includ-
ing the industrial and manufacturing sector. Further measures to improve our competitiveness 
will be contained in the 2013 Action Plan for Jobs which I am currently finalising on behalf of 
the Government and which will be published in the coming weeks.

All these initiatives will help build a solid future for manufacturing in Ireland so that we are 
well positioned to respond to an upturn in global markets.

20/02/2013WRR01550Research and Development Supports

20/02/2013WRR01600149. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation if 
his Department officials have any role, along with the sponsoring Department, in developing 
research, development and innovation policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[6828/13]

20/02/2013WRR01700Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Govern-
ment’s core aim in investing in science, technology and innovation (STI) is to protect and create 
employment in Ireland and to increase national competitiveness through an integrated approach 
to research and innovation. Our overarching strategy is to accelerate the economic and societal 
returns from our investment in research and innovation and we are putting in place a range of 
initiatives to deliver on this strategy.

A key cross-Government initiative is implementation of the recommendations in the report 
of the Research Prioritisation Steering Group which seeks to maximise the impact of our spend 
by focussing the majority of public competitive research funding on 14 priority areas. The pri-
ority areas were identified on the basis of existing strengths of the public research base and the 
enterprise base, opportunities that exist in terms of the global marketplace and those which are 
most likely to deliver economic and societal impact. In February 2012 the Government agreed 
to implement the recommendations of this report as a whole of Government policy goal and 
the Prioritisation Action Group (PAG) was established, under the chairmanship and political 
leadership of the Minister for Research and Innovation, tasked with driving implementation. 
The PAG comprises representatives of all relevant Government Departments and State Agen-
cies funding research.

Key to delivering on implementation is collaboration across the funding Agencies and De-
partments, and the PAG, which has held 8 plenary meetings since its inception, is the opportune 
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forum for dialogue which can facilitate this collaboration.  Action plans for each of the priority 
areas are being developed, and represent the detailed blueprint for actions to be taken by fund-
ing Departments and Agencies in order to re-align the majority of competitive public research 
funding around the priority areas.  This new approach is driving new behaviours resulting in a 
more holistic approach to funding research across relevant Departments and funding Agencies.

20/02/2013WRR01750Youth Unemployment Measures

20/02/2013WRR01800150. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will confirm 
plans to tackle youth unemployment in Tallaght, Dublin 24; if she will appreciate the large 
youth population in the region and the need to give hope in respect of future job opportunities; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9226/13]

20/02/2013WRR01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The 2011 Census provides the 
most recent statistics on the youth population in Tallaght. According to the Census, there were 
just under 10,000 young persons (aged 15-24) in the Tallaght area in 2011, which represents just 
under 14% of the total population. There were 2,178 persons under 25 on the Live Register in 
Tallaght in January 2013, down 7% on the same month last year. 

Young people, typically, suffer disproportionately from job losses in recessions as they tend 
to have entered employment more recently, are more likely to hold temporary contracts and to 
be employed in cyclically sensitive industries than older workers.

In the first instance, the Government’s primary strategy to tackle youth unemployment is to 
create the environment for a strong economic recovery by promoting competitiveness and pro-
ductivity. Economic recovery will underpin jobs growth. Past experience suggests that youth 
unemployment, which tends to rise relatively rapidly in a downturn, can be expected to fall 
relatively rapidly during the recovery.

In addition to promoting economic recovery, the Government recognises the need for in-
terim measures to support the young unemployed and keep young jobseekers close to the labour 
market. There are five main approaches being taken to tackle youth unemployment: education, 
training, job search assistance/guidance, work experience, and encouraging job creation. These 
actions range across a number of Departments and Agencies. These initiatives are being rolled 
out in all areas across the country including Tallaght. Details of these initiatives have already 
been outlined in earlier PQs relating to youth unemployment policies at the national level. 

There are some programmes specific to Tallaght that are also being run. Job Clubs are open 
to job ready job-seekers between the ages of 18 years and 65 years. Two Job Clubs will be run 
in Tallaght in 2013 - the Tallaght Village Job Club and the Bolbrook Job Club. In addition to 
this, travellers, ex-offenders, refugees, people with disabilities and Drugs Task Force referred 
clients, over the age of 18 years, may be eligible to participate in Community Employment. The 
VECs are also very active in relation to YouthReach and other programmes in the Tallaght area.

20/02/2013WRS00150Social Welfare Appeals Status

20/02/2013WRS00200151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal 
will be determined in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9001/13]

20/02/2013WRS00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
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fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 2nd 
July 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 14th February 
2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

20/02/2013WRS00350Pension Provisions

20/02/2013WRS00400152. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
firm that interim arrangements are in place for persons who must retire at age 65 and who no 
longer can avail of a transition pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9135/13]

20/02/2013WRS00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare and Pensions 
Act 2011 provided for changes to State pension provision. SPT will cease to be paid from 2014 
which will standardise the payment of pension at age 66.  In addition, the age at which State 
pension (contributory) (SPC) will be payable will increase to 67 years from 2012 and to 68 
years from 2028.  The State pension (transition) (SPT) is paid for a maximum of 12 months 
and is available to people who retire from work on reaching age 65 provided they satisfy the 
necessary PRSI contributions criteria and that they do not work for that one year between age 
65 and 66. 

Figures indicate the numbers applying for SPT from employment are low.  In 2011, 12,052 
SPTs were awarded.  The total number of SPT recipients in 2011 was 12,110.   This compares to 
296,995 recipients of SPC in 2011.  Of the SPTs awarded in 2011, 1,478 (12.3%) were awarded 
SPT directly from employment while almost half, 5,850 (48.5%) were already in receipt of 
another social welfare payment.  A person who retires from work on reaching age 65 and who 
does not have sufficient PRSI contributions to qualify for SPT may apply for  another social 
welfare payment, depending on their individual circumstances.

Raising State pension age and the abolition of SPT is a necessary step in ensuring the sus-
tainability of pensions into the future and to address the challenges of changing demographics 
such as increasing life expectancy.   It is important that those who need to or wish to continue 
in employment after State pension age should, as far as is possible, be facilitated and supported.  
Longer working can play an important role in ensuring that our pensions system is sustainable 
in the future and it can also be beneficial to the individual.

20/02/2013WRS00550Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

20/02/2013WRS00600153. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an appeal of a domiciliary allowance application in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9137/13]

20/02/2013WRS00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 9th 
October 2012.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 1st February 
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2013 and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection 
and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social 
welfare entitlements.

Question No. 154 withdrawn.

20/02/2013WRS00850Carer’s Allowance Appeals

20/02/2013WRS00900155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress in 
respect of an appeal for carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9149/13]

20/02/2013WRS01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 17th   
January 2013.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmen-
tal papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought. When received, the appeal in question will be referred in to an Appeals Officer who 
will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, 
if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently 
of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining 
appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

20/02/2013WRS01050Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

20/02/2013WRS01100156. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for 
jobseeker’s will be finalised in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [9150/13]

20/02/2013WRS01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer 
who proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case on 20th March 2013.   The person concerned 
has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office func-
tions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is respon-
sible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

20/02/2013WRS01250Education and Training Provision

20/02/2013WRS01300157. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is any 
financial assistance available for a person wishing to do a training course (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9154/13]

20/02/2013WRS01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Funding may be available under 
the Technical Employment Support Grants Scheme (TESGS) in instances where the Employ-
ment Services Officer (ESO) identifies that the jobseeker has a support need in order to enter/
re-enter the labour market. I would advise the individual concerned to contact the ESO in his 
area, whose contact details can be obtained from the Department’s Local Office in Carrigaline 
to discuss the viability of providing financial assistance towards the specified training course.
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Question No. 158 withdrawn.

20/02/2013WRS01550Job Creation Issues

20/02/2013WRS01600159. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
sider a complaint in relation to the operation of the JobBridge programme (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [9161/13]

20/02/2013WRS01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A number of controls are in place 
to address the type of issue referred to in the question. These controls are designed to try to 
ensure that the internship does not displace an existing position; that it provides appropriate 
training and development experience; and that appropriate mentoring and support is provided 
to the Intern.

First, the  Standard Agreement signed and agreed to by both the intern and the host organi-
sation upon commencement clearly states the terms of the internship; including the expected 
working hours, which can range from 30-40 hours (maximum) per week and the specific learn-
ing outcomes the intern will gain over the course of their internship.  Second, to ensure that both 
the host organisation and intern are abiding by the spirit and the rules of the scheme, the Depart-
ment of Social Protection is involved in the ongoing monitoring of internships. This involves 
the regular review of monthly compliance reports and the conducting of random monitoring site 
visits to facilitate discussions with both parties to the Internship. Of the 1,235 monitoring visits 
conducted to date, encouragingly 97% of visits were of a satisfactory nature with remedial ac-
tion taken in the remaining 3% of cases.  Third, each host organisation’s allocation of Interns 
is based on it’s total number of employees. More details on this and the other stringent Host 
Organisation criteria are available on www.JobBridge.ie.  Finally, under the current guidelines 
upon the conclusion of an internship position a cooling off period of 6 months must elapse be-
fore a host organisation can re-advertise either this position or another placement in the same 
area of activity.

Any individual, who suspects that an internship may be in breach of the scheme’s criteria, 
including cases of suspected displacement, quality issues or lack of appropriate mentoring and 
support, may contact the JobBridge team.  All such matters are fully investigated.  Recent in-
dependent research undertaken as part of an external evaluation of JobBridge by Indecon Inde-
pendent Economic Consultants indicates that displacement of existing paid jobs occurs in only 
a very small number of cases and accounted for just 3% of the overall number of placements.  
Some 40 cases of suspected displacement have been investigated by the Department since July 
2011. Following investigation, it was found that these allegations were substantiated in 4 cases 
and those organisations were disqualified from participating in JobBridge.  Of the 2 cases of 
alleged displacement investigated in Co. Kerry neither could be substantiated.

If the individual to whom the Deputy refers is aware of a specific instance of displacement, 
I would invite her to contact the JobBridge team directly via the ‘Contact Us’ section of the 
JobBridge website (www.jobbridge.ie) to provide specific details and enable an investigation 
to be made.

20/02/2013WRT00150Carer’s Allowance Appeals

20/02/2013WRT00200160. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
an appeal for a carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [9163/13]
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20/02/2013WRT00300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the available evidence disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.  The person concerned 
was notified of the Appeals Officer decision on 18 February 2013.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/02/2013WRT00350Invalidity Pension Appeals

20/02/2013WRT00400161. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will 
issue on an invalidity pension appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9255/13]

20/02/2013WRT00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office 
has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 
8 February 2013, who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on 
social welfare entitlements.

20/02/2013WRT00550National Museum

20/02/2013WRT00600162. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
date on which he received sanction for the post of director of the National Museum from the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; the date on which he conveyed that sanction to 
the chair of the National Museum; the date on which the post was advertised by the National 
Museum and the date from which the post is to be filled; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [9202/13]

20/02/2013WRT00700Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): My Depart-
ment received sanction to fill the post of Director of the National Museum of Ireland from the 
Department for Public Expenditure and Reform on 1st October, 2012.  I conveyed this sanction 
to the Chairman of the Board of the National Museum by letter dated 2 October, 2012.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is a matter for the Board of the National Museum, as the 
employer, to progress the advertising and filling of this post.  I am advised that the National 
Museum has been in contact with the Public Appointments Service in this regard and that the 
post will be advertised shortly.  The National Museum is not in a position to advise a precise 
date of appointment at this juncture.

20/02/2013WRT00750Digital Television Service Availability

20/02/2013WRT00800163. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if there are any issues over potential interference with TV receptions for 
Saorview viewers here with the roll out of 4G in view of the problems that OfCom in the UK 
have identified for up to 2.3 million British freeview households; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [9164/13]

20/02/2013WRT00900Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
This is an issue that will arise right across the EU as 4G services are rolled out.  My Department 
is aware that organisations in several countries including Ofcom have conducted studies on the 
potential problem.

A group has been established by my Department to examine the degree to which this issue 
may arise in Ireland when the roll-out of 4G services commences later in 2013.

This group comprises officials from my Department, as well as representatives from Com-
Reg, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, RTÉ and the mobile industry and its focus is on as-
sessing the potential for any interference in regard to households that use “free to air” television 
and to identify any possible remedial measures that may be required.

20/02/2013WRT00950Broadband Services Provision

20/02/2013WRT01000164. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Re-
sources further to Parliamentary Question No. 413 of 21 February 2012, if he will provide an 
update on the provision of broadband for a town (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9247/13]

20/02/2013WRT01100Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Considerable progress has been made in recent years in both the coverage and speeds of na-
tional broadband infrastructure, with a multiplicity of commercial operators, providing services 
over a diverse range of technology platforms.

The combination of private investment and State interventions such as the National Broad-
band Scheme (NBS) and the Rural Broadband Scheme (RBS) means that Ireland has met the 
EU Commission’s Digital Agenda for Europe target of having a basic broadband service avail-
able to all areas by 2013.

Under the NBS a service is available to 49 electoral divisions (EDs) in County Clare.  The 
RBS was launched in 2011 and aimed to make a basic broadband service available to un-served 
premises in rural areas not already covered by the NBS.  Commercial service providers were in 
a position to offer services to almost all applicants who agreed to engage with them, including 
30 applicants from County Clare.

In terms of the Government’s initiative to bring high speed broadband connectivity to all 
second-level schools, I am pleased to advise you that St Joseph’s Community College in Kil-
kee received connectivity last year under the national rollout of 100Mbps to secondary schools 
programme.

The Government, through the National Broadband Plan, which I published on 30th August 
last year, has recognised that the key imperative now is to ensure high speed broadband avail-
ability to all.  The Plan commits to high speed broadband availability across the country by 
ensuring that high speed services of at least 30Mbps are available to all of our citizens and busi-
nesses, well in advance of the EU’s target date of 2020.

Ireland is now therefore moving to a new phase of public and private sector investment in 
broadband in Ireland which will see significantly improved speeds delivered across the country.

During the preparation of Ireland’s National Broadband Plan, the commercial market opera-
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tors indicated that they expect to provide 70Mbps to 100Mbps services to 50% of the popula-
tion by 2015.

The commercial sector is already making these investments in high speed services, particu-
larly in urban and semi-urban areas.  The Government is committed in the Plan to investing in 
areas where high speed services are not commercially viable and will not be provided by the 
market.

My Department is making preparations to commence a formal national mapping exercise to 
identify where the market is expected to succeed and fail in the delivery of high speed broad-
band over the coming years.  This will inform the level of Government interaction that may be 
required and the areas that need to be targeted for a State-led investment.  It will also form a 
critical input to an EU State Aid application in respect of any State-led intervention. 

Through the implementation of the National Broadband Plan, we are committed to increas-
ing the availability of next generation speeds significantly, with a view to ensuring that all citi-
zens and business can participate fully in a digitally enabled society.  I would reiterate that the 
Government remains committed to the delivery of the speeds referred to in the Plan, to ensure 
that all parts of Ireland, including Kilkee in County Clare, will have at least 30Mbps connectiv-
ity.

20/02/2013WRT01150Online Business Voucher Scheme

20/02/2013WRT01200165. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources if he will consider issuing a ministerial directive under the 2002 communica-
tions Act to inscribe in law the principle of equity for line rental for all broadband consumers 
and to ensure that rural broadband users are not in effect paying extra to subsidise a broadband 
company’s operation in urban areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9252/13]

20/02/2013WRT01300Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): 
Line rental charges form part of the universal service obligation (USO) in the telecommunica-
tions market.  The purpose of this USO is to ensure that all citizens can access basic telecom-
munications services at fixed locations at reasonable prices.  The USO in the telecommunica-
tions market is provided for in both EU legislative acts, Directive 2002/22/EC of the European 
Parliament, as amended by Directive 2009/136/EC and national legislation, the European Com-
munities (Electronic Communications Networks and Services) (Universal Service and User’s 
Rights) Regulations 2011 - S.I. No.337 of 2011.

The current USO requires that at least one service provider is designated to provide tele-
communications access at fixed locations, access to telephone directories, reasonable access to 
payphones and specific measures for people with disabilities all at reasonable access prices by 
regulating connection fees and line rental charges.

The national legislation authorises the Commission for Communications Regulation (Com-
Reg) to designate one or more service providers to perform the USO.  In June 2012 ComReg 
extended, until June 2014, a universal service obligation addressed to Eircom, which among 
other things, requires that line rental for basic fixed line telephone services is available to end 
users at a standard price across the country.  There is therefore no line rental price differentia-
tion between urban and rural areas and nor is there is any proposal to amend this obligation at 
this time.
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20/02/2013WRT01350Control of Dogs

20/02/2013WRT01400166. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government if he will consider amending existing legislation to oblige all dog owners to 
microchip their dogs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8998/13]

20/02/2013WRT01500Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): While I have no proposals at present to introduce compulsory microchipping of all dogs, 
there have been a number of recent developments that have increased microchipping usage.  
The regulations I introduced in early 2012 under the Dog Breeding Establishments Act, 2010 
stipulate that all dogs held in such establishments be microchipped once they reach 8 weeks of 
age or when a dog is moved from the establishment.  This initiative will result in more and more 
dogs being microchipped over time.  In addition, many dogs that are seized by dog wardens are 
microchipped prior to being given to new owners.

To be properly effective, the compulsory microchipping of dogs should be supported by the 
development of a central registration system for all dogs.  It would also be necessary to have 
the co-operation of the dog-owning public in updating a central registration system where the 
ownership of a dog changes.  These large projects will be kept under review as they would in-
volve a significant investment in terms of time and funding.

20/02/2013WRT01550Water Services Provision

20/02/2013WRT01600167. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if the Shannon water abstraction proposal contravenes the European water 
framework directory.  [9345/13]

20/02/2013WRT01700168. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will provide an update on the River Shannon water abstraction pro-
posal. [9346/13]

20/02/2013WRT01800174. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment, Com-
munity and Local Government the progress that is being made under his Department’s water 
services investment programme 2010-2013 in relation to the project (details supplied); and if a 
consultant has been appointed to advance the planning of the scheme. [9190/13]

20/02/2013WRT01900Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 167, 168 and 174 together.

The Dublin Water Supply Scheme (Long Term Water Source) is listed as a scheme at plan-
ning stage in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013.  Dublin City 
Council is the lead authority for this scheme, on behalf of all of the water services authorities 
in the Greater Dublin Area.

In December 2012 my Department approved a Brief for the Engagement of Consultants for 
the Planning and Statutory Approval Stage of the scheme.  Following an appropriate procure-
ment process, it is a matter for Dublin City Council to appoint a consultant to advance the plan-
ning of this scheme.

This scheme has been the subject of a Strategic Environmental Assessment and I understand 
that the objectives of the Strategic Environmental Assessment have taken the objectives of the 
Water Framework Directive into account.
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20/02/2013WRU00150Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

20/02/2013WRU00200169. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if local authorities will be responsible for the full costs of maintenance and 
other associated costs with group schemes in view of the fact that customers will be liable for 
water charges from Irish Water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8996/13]

20/02/2013WRU00300Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The Memorandum of Understanding with the EU, the IMF and the ECB requires the 
establishment of a national water utility and the introduction of domestic water charges. The 
Programme for Government also includes a commitment to install water meters in households 
connected to public water supplies and to introduce charges based on usage. Group water 
schemes will not be metered as part of this metering programme.

 Responsibility for the administration of my Department’s Rural Water Programme, under 
which funding is provided towards the capital costs of group water schemes, and of the subsidy 
scheme under which funding is provided towards the operational costs of group water schemes, 
has been devolved to local authorities since 1997. My Department will remain responsible for 
the overall policy and funding of the non-public water sector, including the group water sec-
tor. Over the past decade, substantial improvements have been made in the group water sector, 
reflected in improved infrastructure and management and leading to greater compliance with 
drinking water standards. This has been accomplished through a partnership approach between 
the Department, the local authorities and the group water sector itself, with the important in-
volvement of the National Federation of Group Water Schemes. This co-operative approach 
will be maintained as the reform of water services provision is progressed.   

20/02/2013WRU00350Unfinished Housing Developments

20/02/2013WRU00400170. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 143 of 13 February 2013, if he will 
acknowledge that an estate (details supplied) in County Westmeath was in fact placed on the 
unfinished housing list under category three which the council submitted last year; the reason it 
was then categorised as finished; and if he will commit to ensuring that this mistake is rectified 
as soon as possible. [9009/13]

20/02/2013WRU00500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I refer to the reply to Question No. 143 of 13 February 
2013. Coill Rua estate was originally named Green Park West but subsequently renamed to dif-
ferentiate it from Green Park Meadows. In compiling the list of estates for the National Housing 
Survey 2011, Coill Rua was identified as Green Park Meadows, which was the name entered 
on the prescribed list. There is no appeals procedure and no facility to amend the list once it has 
been prescribed. Consideration of the categorisation of this development will again arise in the 
context of the prescribed list for purposes of the waiver from the local property tax.

20/02/2013WRU00550Housing Assistance Payments Implementation

20/02/2013WRU00600171. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 130 of 5 February 2013, if he will in-
dicate, in relation to the rent assistance scheme, the housing authorities that have been selected 
as pilot areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9016/13]



20 February 2013

739

20/02/2013WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): The County and City Managers Association (CCMA), 
who are represented on the relevant project Steering Group, have nominated a number of local 
authorities as potential pilot sites; these will be considered within the broader deliberations of 
the group and decisions on the appropriate authorities to pilot the scheme will be made in due 
course.

20/02/2013WRU00750Building Regulations Amendments

20/02/2013WRU00800172. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he will defer the signing of new building control regulations until he receives the 
paper from the Oireachtas Environment Committee. [9174/13]

20/02/2013WRU00900173. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government if he has received a submission from the Architects’ Alliance, on 14 February 
2013, regarding self certification; and if so, if he will give consideration to same. [9175/13]

20/02/2013WRU01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together.

The arrangements for the registration of Architects are addressed under Part 3 of the Build-
ing Control Act 2007. The Act provides routes to registration that are open, transparent and 
fair for potential candidates from a variety of backgrounds including those who are practically 
trained and have limited or no academic training or qualifications. I am satisfied that the statu-
tory arrangements for registration that are currently in place are appropriate and I have no pro-
posals to amend the Act presently.

The Building Control Amendment Regulations 2013 are currently being finalised for sig-
nature into law. A transition period of twelve months will apply which will give sufficient time 
for, among other things, persons who may be eligible for inclusion on the statutory registers but 
have not sought registration to date to apply now for registration.

I understand that the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Arts and Culture has 
recently been considering the registration arrangements for practically trained architects and is 
currently preparing a report on the matter. I look forward to considering the Committee’s con-
clusions and recommendations in due course.

  Question No. 174 answered with Question No. 167.

20/02/2013WRU01150Rental Accommodation Scheme Criteria

20/02/2013WRU01200175. Deputy Jerry Buttimer asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government the protections in place to ensure security of tenure for tenants under the rental 
accommodation scheme; if there are any obligations on landlords to provide properties for at 
least a set minimum period under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9195/13]

20/02/2013WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): Under the Rental Accommodation Scheme local authori-
ties enter into contractual arrangements on behalf of tenants with accommodation providers, 
primarily in the private rented sector, to secure medium to long-term availability of rented 
accommodation. The lease on these units can vary from 1 year to over 10 years. The duration 
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of any contract is determined primarily by the housing needs of the authority and those of the 
prospective landlord.

Accommodation provided under the Rental Accommodation Scheme is governed by the 
Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended. Tenants have security of tenure for so long as 
the contract negotiated between the landlord and local authority remains in place. A landlord 
can however terminate the agreement entered into where particular circumstances prevail, if 
for example they wish to sell their rented property or where an ti-social behaviour is an issue.   
Equally an authority may terminate an agreement where it considers a landlord has bre ached 
the terms of the contract, for example where the landlord has failed or refused to carry out es-
sential repairs or improvements to the property. Termination by either party would be subject to 
compliance with the provisions of the 2004 Act and the terms of the RAS agreement.

20/02/2013WRV00200Local Authority Funding

20/02/2013WRV00300176. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 512 of 29 January 2013, when funding 
will be allocated to local authorities for the housing adaptation grant schemes for older persons 
and persons with a disability; the level of funding that will be allocated to each local authority 
and if he will ensure that funding levels for the previous year will be maintained; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9215/13]

20/02/2013WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): I intend to announce the capital allocations under my De-
partment’s Social Housing Investment Programme, including the suite of Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability, in the coming weeks. 

20/02/2013WRV00500Fire Stations Upgrade

20/02/2013WRV00600177. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will intervene in respect of the delay in finalising arrangements for 
major development works at the Fire Station on Belgard Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, which was 
the subject of a previous grant aid announcement by his Department; if he will appreciate the 
urgent need for progress on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9229/13]

20/02/2013WRV00700Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and 
maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises 
and the making of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory 
function of individual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 and 
2003. Dublin City Council provides the fire service for the four Dublin local authorities - Dub-
lin City Council itself, Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin County Councils.   

My Department supports fire authorities through the setting of general policy and guidance 
and the provision of capital funding, including the recoupment (within the overall funding 
available) of costs incurred by fire authorities in relation to approved construction projects and 
the purchase of fire appliances and equipment. The current national priority for capital funding 
is supporting the fire appliance fleet. Dublin Fire Brigade has been approved for 2 new appli-
ances, which are at the tender stage of the procurement process. 

A proposal to extend Tallaght fire station was approved in principle under the 2006 Fire 
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Services Capital Programme. However, given the current constraints on public finances it has 
been necessary, in keeping with other reductions, to reduce the fire service capital allocations 
in 2011, 2012 and 2013. Accordingly, my Department is not in a position at present to fund the 
significant investment (circa €3 million) required to progress the extension of Tallaght Fire Sta-
tion.   

As an alternative, in light of the business case made by Dublin City Council in August 
2011, my Department approved grant-aid of €300,000 to supplement funding committed by the 
Council in respect of necessary and urgent works at the fire station. These necessary upgrading 
works were completed during 2012 and grant-aid of €300,000 was paid by my Department in 
respect of this.   

20/02/2013WRV00800Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

20/02/2013WRV00900178. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government if he will prioritise the funding of a feasibility study for the development 
of a regional water supply scheme from Lough Mask to ensure a sustainable and good water 
supply to towns in east Mayo including Foxford, Swinford, Charlestown, Kilkelly and Knock 
Airport whose current water sources are vulnerable and not satisfactory; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9239/13]

20/02/2013WRV01000Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Ho-
gan): A comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure has been approved for Coun-
ty Mayo in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2013, a copy of 
which is available in the Oireachtas Library.  The total value of contracts underway and those 
proposed for commencement during the period of the Programme in County Mayo is over €71 
million.   

The Lough Conn/East Mayo Regional Water Supply Scheme, which includes the areas of 
Foxford, Swinford, Charlestown, Kilkelly and Knock Airport, is included among the schemes 
to advance through planning during the period of the Programme.  My Department recently ap-
proved Mayo County Council’s brief for the engagement of a consulting engineer to prepare a 
feasibility study for the Lough Conn/East Mayo Regional Water Supply Scheme.   

20/02/2013WRV01100Mortgage to Rent Scheme Application Numbers

20/02/2013WRV01200179. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government the number of households that have availed of the mortgage to rent scheme to date; 
the number of applications that have been made to each bank; the number that were approved; 
the number in the Dublin area; the number in the rest of the country; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9256/13]

20/02/2013WRV01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): On foot of the recommendations of the Keane Report 
on mortgage arrears, the Government launched a mortgage to rent scheme on a pilot basis 
in February 2012. This scheme was extended nationally in June 2012, targeting low income 
families whose mortgage situation is unsustainable and where there is little or no prospect of a 
significant change in circumstances in the foreseeable future. The scheme ensures that the fam-
ily remains in their home, while ownership is transferred to an approved housing body who in 
turn rent it to the original owners. 
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Householders seeking to avail of the mortgage to rent scheme must:

- have had their mortgage deemed unsustainable under a Mortgage Arrears Resolution Pro-
cess as provided for under the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears;

- agree to a voluntary repossession of their home;

- be eligible for social housing support; and

- not have significant positive equity in the property.   

Limits on household income, property value and applicant assets also apply. Borrowers 
wishing to avail of this scheme may access further information on the Housing Agency website, 
www.housing.ie   

The details sought are set out in the table. 

Lender Total 
Received 

Received 
Dublin 

Received 
Rest of 
County 

Total Ap-
proved 

Approved 
Dublin 

Approved 
Rest of 
Country 

Allied Irish Bank including EBS 29 13 16 21 13 8 
Bank of Ireland including ICS 64 16 48 39 13 26 
KBCI 36 13 23 18 8 10 
Permanent TSB 140 44 96 61 25 36 
Danske Bank (National Irish 
Bank) 

12 3 9 5 1 4 

Start Mortgages 154 18 136 33 5 28 
Pepper Group (GE Money) 276 55 221 127 34 93 
Springboard 1 1 0 1 1 0 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 14 3 11 7 0 7 
Total 726 166 560 312 100 212 

20/02/2013WRV01400Light Pollution

20/02/2013WRV01500180. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Community and Lo-
cal Government his views on the correspondence (details supplied) regarding the International 
Darkskyes Association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9282/13]

20/02/2013WRV01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Gov-
ernment (Deputy Jan O’Sullivan): There is no environmental legislation pending or in force, 
at either EU or national level, on light pollution. However, steps have been taken at a national 
level to help alleviate the effects of such pollution. 

Irish regulations on environmental impact assessment (of projects which are likely to have 
significant effects on the environment) require an environmental impact statement to include an 
estimate of expected residues and emissions from the operation of the proposed development. 
This requirement expressly covers impacts from artificial lighting.   

While a very limited number of planning authorities have included objectives in their de-
velopment plans in relation to the minimisation of light pollution, it is open to authorities to ad-
dress this issue in the context of providing for the proper planning and sustainable development 
of their areas through their development plans.   
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There are currently no provisions in planning legislation that require planning applications 
to be accompanied by lighting plans. Under Section 34 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000 planning authorities may attach such conditions to the grant of planning permission as 
they consider necessary for the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.   

20/02/2013WRV01700Crime Prevention

20/02/2013WRV01800181. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps the 
gardaí are taking in an area (details supplied) in County Meath to reduce crime; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [9002/13]

20/02/2013WRV01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the area referred to is in the Ashbourne Garda District.

I am further informed that the area is subject to regular patrols by local uniformed and plain 
clothes personnel, augmented by the Detective Unit and the Community Policing Unit, together 
with the Divisional Traffic Unit and the Regional Support Unit as required. 

Local Garda management closely monitors such patrols, and other operational strategies in 
place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities in these areas to 
ensure optimum use is made of Garda resources to provide the best possible Garda service to 
the public. While the situation is being kept under review, Garda management is satisfied that a 
full and comprehensive policing service is being delivered to the communities in the areas con-
cerned and that the current structures in place deliver an effective and efficient policing service.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner has put Operation Fiacla in place 
in order to address incidents of burglary, aggravated burglaries and related offences throughout 
the country. Operation Fiacla is intelligence driven and specific burglary initiatives have been 
implemented in each Garda Region to target suspect offenders.  I am informed that as of 31 
January 2013, 3,903 persons have been arrested and 2,142 persons have been charged with 
burglary offences under Operation Fiacla.

An Garda Síochána also places great emphasis on the importance of community partner-
ships such as Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch, in preventing and detecting crime, 
and maintaining a safe environment for everyone.  Gardaí continue to invest time and energy in 
these partnerships and relationships to the benefit of all. 

20/02/2013WRV02000Civil Legal Aid Issues

20/02/2013WRV02100182. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount the civil 
legal aid scheme cost in 2012 and for each of the previous four years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9146/13]

20/02/2013WRV02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that the Legal Aid Board is the statutory independent body responsible for the civil legal aid 
scheme in Ireland. The Board provides legal aid and advice in civil law matters, including 
asylum matters. Exchequer funding for the scheme is provided by way of a grant in aid to the 
Board. The funding provided to the Board for the relevant years is set out. The Deputy should 
note that the 2012 allocation includes funding in respect of the Family Mediation Service, for 
which the Board assumed responsibility in late 2011.  
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2012 
(€ million)

2011
(€ million)

2010
(€ million)

2009
(€ million)

2008
(€ million)

32.922 30.370 32.192 34.640 35.885

20/02/2013WRV02300Criminal Legal Aid

20/02/2013WRV02400183. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount the 
criminal legal aid scheme cost in 2012 and for each of the previous four years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9147/13]

20/02/2013WRV02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Total expenditure on criminal 
legal aid for the years referred to by the Deputy was as follows:

2012  €50.5m

2011  €56.1m

2010  €56.5m

2009  €60.3m

2008  €55.2m.

The total expenditure for 2012 represented a reduction of 10% over 2011.  This reduction in 
the annual expenditure is the largest ever recorded and represents a fall of approximately €10 
million, or 16%, over the peak recorded in 2009.  The reductions follow savings measures I 
have introduced since coming into office including cuts to fees in 2011.  

20/02/2013WRW00200Garda Recruitment

20/02/2013WRW00300184. Deputy Brian Walsh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if, in the event that 
recruitment of gardaí is sanctioned in future, whether the intake will occur from existing re-
cruitment panels; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9158/13]

20/02/2013WRW00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Garda numbers have been 
reducing due to the moratorium on recruitment. My objective, despite the enormous financial 
pressures facing the Government is to ensure that Garda numbers will not fall below 13,000.  I 
have informed my Cabinet colleagues that I am reviewing the position regarding Garda strength 
in light of an estimated reduction to just over 13,000 by the end of 2013, and, in this context, I 
will be bringing all relevant proposals to Cabinet in the coming weeks.

The Deputy will be aware that following a review of the training for recruit Gardaí, a re-
vised training programme has been introduced in the Garda College. In light of this and in view 
of the fact that the existing Garda recruitment panel is now approximately five years old, it is 
unlikely that the existing panel will be used in any future recruitment. However the matter will 
be kept under review.

20/02/2013WRW00500Naturalisation Applications

20/02/2013WRW00600185. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application for 
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naturalisation will be expedited in respect of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9185/13]

20/02/2013WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that 
the applications have entered the final stage of processing and I intend to grant citizenship. 
Letters have issued to the persons referred to by the Deputy asking them to submit the pre-
scribed fee and other documents. Upon receipt of the fees and documentation, the cases will be 
finalised. The persons concerned will be invited in due course to attend a citizenship ceremony, 
at which they will make a declaration of fidelity to the Irish Nation and loyalty to the State and 
receive their certificates of naturalisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

20/02/2013WRW00800Garda Transport Expenditure

20/02/2013WRW00900186. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide a 
breakdown by division of the €5 million to be distributed for the purchase and fit-out of Garda 
transport in 2013.  [9186/13]

20/02/2013WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Decisions in relation to the 
provision and allocation of Garda vehicles are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the con-
text of his identified operational demands and in the light of available resources.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the financial provision of €5 million in the Garda 
budget for the purchase and fit-out of Garda transport in 2013 will enable An Garda Síochána to 
obtain a significant number of new vehicles.  It is a matter which is under active consideration 
by the Garda authorities and at this stage the specific details involved have yet to be finalised. 
However, the Deputy can be assured that the vehicles will be deployed as effectively as possible 
in line with An Garda Síochána’s operational requirements.

As the Deputy will be aware, I made an additional €3 million available to An Garda Sío-
chána towards the end of last year which enabled the Force to procure a total of 213 vehicles 
in 2012.  In addition, the further allocation of €5 million has been provided in respect of new 
Garda transport in 2013.  This represents a very considerable financial investment in Garda 
transport, particularly at a time when the level of funding available across the public sector is 
severely limited.  It is a clear indication of my commitment to ensure that, to the greatest extent 
possible, An Garda Síochána are provided with sufficient resources to enable them to provide 
an effective and efficient policing service.

20/02/2013WRW01100Cross-Border Co-operation

20/02/2013WRW01200187. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
met with his Northern or UK counterpart this year; if the matter of the proposed establishment 
of the British National Crime Agency was discussed; the outcome of this discussion; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9187/13]
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20/02/2013WRW01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I meet regularly and have on-
going discussions with the Northern Ireland Minister of Justice, David Ford, the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers, the Home Secretary, Theresa May and the Justice 
Secretary, Chris Grayling.  Our discussions cover a range of areas of mutual interest in the jus-
tice sector, including the ongoing efforts to combat threats from criminal terrorists, efforts to 
tackle serious and organised crime and to improve community safety on the island of Ireland.  
In this context, I am aware of the proposal to establish a National Crime Agency in the UK.

Operational co-operation in combating crime is the responsibility of the Garda Authorities 
and in this regard they maintain a close working relationship with the police and other law en-
forcement services in Northern Ireland and Great Britain.  I have no doubt that the relationship 
of co-operation will continue into the future in the framework of whatever structure is in place 
in Northern Ireland and Britain.

20/02/2013WRW01400Prisoner Releases

20/02/2013WRW01500188. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the financial 
aid given to persons on their release from prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9194/13]

20/02/2013WRW01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under the Prison Rules 2007 
a prisoner is entitled to a basic provision on release.  The Governor is obliged to ensure that the 
prisoner has sufficient means to travel to his or her destination within the State.  Where neces-
sary prisoners are provided with travel vouchers to cover the cost of their journey home. The 
Governor is also obliged to ensure that the prisoner has sufficient means of subsistence and the 
Governor has the discretion to provide an appropriate amount, where warranted.

In addition, prisoners are entitled to a daily gratuity of between 95 cent and €2.20 depending 
on behaviour and engagement with services, while they are in custody. They are entitled to use 
this gratuity to buy goods in the prison shop or send some of it to their family. On release the 
remaining balance in the gratuity account is paid to the prisoner.

20/02/2013WRW01700Asylum Applications

20/02/2013WRW01800189. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding asylum in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9223/13]

20/02/2013WRW01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Applications for refugee status 
in the State are determined by an independent process comprising the Office of the Refugee 
Applications Commissioner and the Refugee Appeals Tribunal which make recommendations 
to the Minister on whether such status should be granted.

If an application for asylum has been made by the person concerned, the Deputy will be 
aware that it is not the practice to comment on applications which have not completed this pro-
cess.

All applications for refugee status are considered on their individual merits on a case by case 
basis having regard to the subjective and objective elements of the claim.
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20/02/2013WRW02000Crime Levels

20/02/2013WRW02100190. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the increase in burglaries in the general Tallaght area, Dublin, noting that 
businesses, homes, schools and churches have suffered in this regard; if he will give assurances 
to the community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9228/13]

20/02/2013WRW02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Operation Fiacla was initiated by the Garda Commissioner to address the incidence of bur-
glary, aggravated burglaries and related offences throughout the country. An Garda Síochána 
has implemented specific regional operations in support of Operation Fiacla, including in the 
Dublin Metropolitan Region, to target suspect offenders, disrupt their activities and secure their 
attendance before the courts.

The objective of these Garda operations is to have a focused, targeted and integrated ap-
proach to criminals involved in committing burglaries.  While the official end of year crime 
statistics are not yet available from the Central Statistics Office, I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that the strategy being employed under Operation Fiacla is having a positive impact 
on the incidence of burglary in the Tallaght area.

I am further informed that the strategy being adopted has involved the deployment of Garda 
resources from Tallaght, assisted by Divisional Traffic Units and Divisional Crime Task Force 
Units, conducting analysis led checkpoints and patrols targeting specific areas and case manag-
ing targeted offenders. These targeted patrols and checkpoints are kept under review to ensure 
adjustments are made to maintain the effective focus of the operation.

In addition to these targeted policing operations, Community Policing Units have developed 
a partnership approach to problem solving within the community and Community Gardaí liaise 
regularly with schools, businesses and homes in the area providing crime prevention advice and 
assurance to victims of burglary.

Local Garda management closely monitors patrols, and other operational strategies in place, 
in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the community in Tallaght, to ensure 
that optimum use is made of Garda resources to provide the best possible Garda service to the 
public.

20/02/2013WRW02300Liquor Licensing Laws

20/02/2013WRW02400191. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to give 
statutory effect to section 9 of the intoxicating Liquor Act 2008; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [9243/13]

20/02/2013WRW02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is that the Report 
of the Steering Group on a National Substance Misuse Strategy which was published last year 
contains a broad range of recommendations which seek to address the negative consequences 
of alcohol misuse and alcohol-related harm in this country. The Department of Health is cur-
rently developing an Action Plan for submission to the Government in response to the Report’s 
recommendations. Future arrangements for the display and sale of alcohol in mixed trading 
outlets such as supermarkets and convenience stores will be considered by the Government in 
the context of that Action Plan.
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20/02/2013WRXX00150Immigration Policy

20/02/2013WRXX00200192. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
sider allowing children attending secondary school who have a Stamp 2 under the registration 
of non-EEA nationals to apply for a Stamp 4, in order for them to attend third level education, 
before the age of eighteen to ensure they can have continuity in their education and access stu-
dent support schemes here, recognising that they have been resident in the State for many years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9260/13]

20/02/2013WRXX00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It should be stated at the outset 
that a Stamp 4 immigration permission signifies only that the holder is lawfully resident in the 
State and can work without the requirement to hold an employment permit.  It does not of itself 
confer rights to free university education or to student support grants.  Decisions on eligibility 
for such supports are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, although 
as a matter of practice the eligibility criteria may be based at least in part on the immigration 
stamp.  In such circumstances any change in immigration practice could indirectly lead to 
greater exposure to the exchequer and that would have to be borne in mind.

Minor children, who are resident in the State in the care of Non-EEA parents granted per-
mission to remain, derive their immigration status from that of their parents.  Consequently 
any decision on whether a child’s status should be changed must have reference to the status of 
the parent.  Each case would have to be considered on its merits.  As a general rule, however, 
a dependent would not receive a more favourable status than the person on whom he/she was 
dependent.  It should also be borne in mind that the parent’s status could be of a temporary or 
limited nature.

I am informed by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that such students referred to may make an application to change their immigration status 
by writing to the General Immigration Division, Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service, 
13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2.

20/02/2013WRXX00350Naval Service Promotions

20/02/2013WRXX00400193. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Defence if his attention has been drawn 
to an ongoing delay with regards to a Naval Service promotion in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; the reasons for the delay in this case; the steps being taken to tackle 
this issue; if he will immediately address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [9010/13]

20/02/2013WRXX00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): It has not been possible in the time available 
to fully investigate the issue raised by the Deputy. A reply will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

20/02/2013WRXX00550Animal Welfare Bodies

20/02/2013WRXX00600194. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 558 of 12 February 2013, if he will oblige all of the or-
ganisations which have received grant aid and which are involved in dog welfare to provide 
evidence of their registration with the local authority as required under the Dog Breeding Es-
tablishment Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8999/13]
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20/02/2013WRXX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): All recipients 
of ex gratia funding are provided with a Code of Practice which sets out conditions for pro-
motion of sound welfare and management practice.  The Code can be accessed at http://www.
agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/animalwelfare/fundingtoanimalwelfareorganisations/.

Compliance with the Dog Breeding Establishments Act, 2010 is specifically mentioned in 
the Code and organisations are asked to familiarise themselves with its provisions including 
that relating to registration of premises with the local authority.  In the context of provision of 
future funding to animal welfare organisations, I have noted Deputy’s suggestion that organisa-
tions involved in dog welfare provide evidence of their registration with the local authority as 
required under the Dog Breeding Establishment Act.

20/02/2013WRXX00750Fishery Harbour Centres

20/02/2013WRXX00800195. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide a breakdown for the total income of €766,732 in relation to annual 
charges, rents and other categories at Howth Fishery Harbour in 2012; the income from rents 
and other income arising from non-fishing activities for example retail, restaurants, clubs as op-
posed to revenue raised from direct fishing activities, that is, landing fees; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9011/13]

20/02/2013WRXX00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The total 
income of €766,732 at Howth Fishery Harbour Centre for 2012 is broken down as follows: 

Description Amount (€)
Direct income from the Fishing Industry. 182,246
Rental income from properties associated with the Fishing Industry togeth-
er with the Seafood Processing and Retail Industries including food retail.

417,776

Other rental income including that from Marine Leisure etc. 130,944
Miscellaneous Income. 35,766
Total 766,732

20/02/2013WRXX00950Agri-Environment Options Scheme Eligibility

20/02/2013WRXX01000196. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding an inspection in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limer-
ick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9013/13]

20/02/2013WRXX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) 
with effect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,333.32 issued in respect 
of 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue. The application was selected for 
a ground inspection which took place on 7th November 2012.  There are a number of outstand-
ing issues regarding this inspection.  These queries will be resolved as soon as possible, follow-
ing which the application be further processed further with the intention of issuing payment for 
2012 as soon as possible.
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20/02/2013WRXX01150Food Safety Standards Regulation

20/02/2013WRXX01200197. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the horse meat controversy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9018/13]

20/02/2013WRXX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are 47 
meat plants approved by my Department to slaughter animals for human consumption.  These 
plants are supervised by veterinary inspectors (VIs) employed by my Department, assisted in 
their duties by technical staff (agricultural officers) and by temporary veterinary inspectors 
(TVIs) contracted from private practice.  TVIs are engaged, as and when required, on a contrac-
tor basis.  My Department’s VI-in-charge at each meat plant rosters TVI panellists at the meat 
plant, as and when required on the basis of seniority, availability and suitability, assessed on 
work performance.  Fees are only paid to TVIs in respect of completed TVI shifts and the pay-
ment of such fees is subject to the satisfactory provision of TVI services.

Up until December 2011 when the Department ceased accepting TVI applications, it was 
open to any veterinary practitioner registered with the Veterinary Council of Ireland to apply 
for approval to be engaged as a TVI.  The slaughter of horses for human consumption is per-
mitted under EU legislation. Approval is required under the Food Hygiene Regulations if a 
food business operator wishes to slaughter horses for human consumption.  An applicant who 
demonstrates compliance with all relevant legislative requirements is entitled to such approval.

20/02/2013WRXX01350Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

20/02/2013WRXX01400198. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when an agri-environment option scheme 2 payment will issue in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9019/13]

20/02/2013WRXX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011.

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identi-
fication System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks an 
overclaim was identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Natura action. 75% payment 
totalling €999.99 issued on 31 January 2013 in respect of 2011.  The balancing 25% payment, 
less the overclaim reduction, will shortly issue following which the application of the person 
named will roll over to 2012.

20/02/2013WRXX01550Disadvantaged Areas Scheme Payments

20/02/2013WRXX01600199. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2012 disadvantaged area scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9020/13]

20/02/2013WRXX01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the hold-
ing concerned has recently been confirmed as having met the minimum stocking density re-
quirements of the 2012 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, payment will shortly issue to the nomi-
nated bank account.
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Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRY00200200. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment in respect of agri-environment option scheme 2 will issue to a person (details 
supplied) in County Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9130/13]

20/02/2013WRY00300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011 and full payment totalling €1,043.89 issued in respect of 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  Payments in respect of the 2012 
Scheme year are subject to a similar administrative checking process which includes verifica-
tion of capital investment actions through checks on receipts submitted.  During these checks 
queries were identified in relation to the capital expenditure claim of the person named.   My 
Department has made contact with the person named regarding these matters and the applica-
tion will be further processed upon receipt of a response to these queries.

Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRY00400201. Deputy Michael Colreavy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim will receive their agri-environment options 
scheme payment for 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9167/13]

20/02/2013WRY00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person 
named was approved for participation in the 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme with ef-
fect from the 1st September 2011. 

Under the EU Regulations governing the Scheme and other area-based payment schemes, 
a comprehensive administrative check, including cross-checks with the Land Parcel Identifica-
tion System, must be completed before any payment can issue.  During these checks issues 
were identified in relation to the claimed areas on the Natura action.  Officials in my Depart-
ment are currently investigating these issues with the intention of finalising and issuing pay-
ment for 2011 as soon as possible.

Single Payment Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WRY00600202. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on the review of a single farm payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9196/13]

20/02/2013WRY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): The applicant 
was advised, by letter dated 28th January 2013, of the outcome of the review in this case, which 
resulted in the removal of the over-claim sanction originally applied.  

Monies due as a result of this decision, relating to the 2012 Single Payment Scheme, issued 
to the applicant’s nominated bank account on 24th January 2013.  Monies due under the 2012 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme will issue shortly.
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Veterinary Inspection Service Staff

20/02/2013WRY00800203. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in the event that his Department is unable to meet the demand for veterinary inspectors required 
to carry out the necessary controls and inspections relating to the live export industry and in 
particular exports to Northern Ireland, if he will consider outsourcing the veterinary certifica-
tion of cattle at point of exports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9250/13]

20/02/2013WRY00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Private vet-
erinary practitioners are already widely used by my Department to carry out functions in the 
veterinary area.  Any proposal to increase the role of private veterinary practitioners in respect 
of functions currently carried out by veterinarians employed full time by my Department would  
be considered in a situation where my Department had insufficient staff to fulfil its existing 
obligations.

Food Safety Authority Inspections

20/02/2013WRY01000204. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if EU-wide regulation of the meat industry will include compulsory DNA testing carried out 
by the relevant authorities in each State; if this testing will be carried out on an unannounced 
inspection basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9258/13]

20/02/2013WRY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following 
my meeting with 8 EU Ministers and Commissioner Borg in Brussels on 13th February, in rela-
tion to the ongoing issue of the mislabelling of meat, the EU Standing Committee on Food and 
Animal Health (SCOFAH) met on 15th February to agree the detail of a pan European testing 
programme.  At the SCOFCAH meeting, experts from all Member States discussed the Com-
mission’s proposals to test meat and meat products for the presence of horse DNA and to test for 
the presence of phenylbutazone (or bute).  The Commission’s proposals received the support of 
the majority of Member States and were agreed by consensus. Ireland strongly supported the 
Commission’s proposals which represent another important step in restoring consumer confi-
dence in this area. 

It has been agreed that the testing of meat and meat products may commence immediately 
and will be co-funded by the Commission at a rate of 75 per cent for the first month.  Results 
from the first round of tests, to be carried out by the end of March, will have to be reported to 
the Commission by 15th April.  The number of DNA tests, which will be carried out on the basis 
of representative sampling, is expected to exceed 2,250 across the EU, and this will be supple-
mented by bute testing on the basis of one sample per 50 tonnes of horsemeat. 

This testing will contribute to a clearer understanding of the situation across Europe and 
may be extended for a further two months.  The issue will be discussed again at the Council of 
Agriculture Ministers on 25th February.

DNA testing has been deployed in recent times as part of the FSAI’s proactive approach to 
food authenticity and food fraud control programmes in this country.  It was this testing which 
first uncovered the issue relating to mislabelling of meat that has since become a matter of con-
cern across Europe.  In the light of recent developments I had separately requested Irish manu-
facturers of processed meat products to carry out DNA testing and to work with the FSAI in 
developing testing protocols, to provide further reassurance to Irish consumers and consumers 
of Irish food abroad about the authenticity of ingredients in our meat based products.  The FSAI 
and my Department met with the meat processing sector on 14th February to agree a national 
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protocol for DNA testing of meat to be applied at retail, catering and processing level in Ireland.  
DNA testing will apply from now on as part of routine food testing across the country. The 
industry has already been engaged in product testing of over 200 samples and results received 
by the FSAI to date have all been negative for equine DNA (except for a further 5 that tested 
positive, which related to products previously identified as a problem and which had already 
been removed from the market).  

In addition to the testing for bute agreed to at EU level, my Department and the FSAI are 
formulating a more comprehensive testing regime for horsemeat to provide full reassurance that 
no illegal slaughtering of horsemeat is taking place. 

I believe good progress has been made in securing a significant response at European level 
to this ongoing controversy.  We now have a co-ordinated EU testing plan in place introduced 
by the Commission at the behest of the Irish Presidency.  Our investigation continues and infor-
mation is being shared with other competent authorities and with Europol.  The industry, which 
has primary responsibility for food placed on the market, has agreed to introduce additional 
DNA testing in order to provide reassurance to consumers.  Ireland continues to be to the fore-
front in addressing this issue and we will continue to take whatever actions become necessary 
in this regard. 

Common Agricultural Policy Reform

20/02/2013WRY01200205. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will outline the specific detail of the new green criteria which will be linked to 30% of the 
national payment ceiling as proposed by the EU Commission; the way this criteria will affect 
and benefit farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9261/13]

20/02/2013WRY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Simon Coveney): One of the 
key policy issues in this CAP reform is the focus on the “greening” of direct payments, which 
is provided for in the draft regulation on direct payments.  Greening refers to a new payment 
per hectare to farmers who are following agricultural practices beneficial for the climate and 
the environment.  The Commission is proposing that 30% of the national ceiling be set aside 
for these payments.  

In order to attract the basic payment and to qualify for the green element, it is proposed that 
farmers must comply with three compulsory green measures.  The measures proposed are:

-  retention of permanent grassland (with a 5% tolerance) at farmer level,

-  crop diversification (3 different crops, minimum coverage of 5% and maximum coverage 
of 70%), and 

-  establishment of ecological focus areas (7% of land, excluding permanent pasture, de-
voted to ecological purposes).

Ireland supports the idea of encouraging sustainable forms of agriculture, which is at the 
heart of the Food Harvest 2020 strategy, and can support the Commission in its desire to further 
enhance the green credentials of direct payments.  However, I believe it is preferable to do so 
in a way that avoids adding excessive bureaucracy.  The Commission’s proposals give rise to 
concerns in this respect.  There are also concerns that the proposed structure of the greening 
payment, which will comprise 30% of the annual national ceiling for direct payments, would 
hasten the movement towards uniform national or regional payment rates.  In addition, there are 
practical difficulties with the three greening criteria proposed that need to be resolved.  Almost 
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all Member States share these concerns. 

Negotiations on greening are still in train so that it is not possible at this point in time to out-
line the specific detail of the arrangements that will apply.  Efforts to agree a common approach 
in the EU Council of Agriculture Ministers to greening have focused on the need to maximise 
flexibility for Member States in the implementation of the three criteria, and to allow other 
environmentally beneficial activities, namely, participation in agri-environmental and national 
sustainability schemes, to qualify as “green by definition”. 

As regards the three criteria, there is resistance to maintaining permanent grassland at in-
dividual farm level as proposed by the Commission, there is a general preference for a higher 
threshold than 3 hectares for crop diversification and to have a two-crop rule for smaller farms, 
and on ecological focus areas, the discussion is centring on whether there should be a reduc-
tion of the 7% requirement or an increase in the qualifying areas, as well as an increase in the 
3 hectare threshold.

A number of Member States want greening to be optional, i.e. that if a farmer did not meet 
his/her greening obligations, they would forfeit the green payment but suffer no further penalty 
on the basic direct payment.  There is also the question of whether the greening requirements 
should be incorporated into what is known as the Pillar 2 baseline, beyond which farmers would 
have to satisfy additional environmental criteria in order to receive Pillar 2 payments. 

Finally, an important issue from an Irish perspective is whether the greening payment is a 
flat-rate payment.  We would prefer the greening payment to be a percentage of each individual 
farmer’s payment rather than a flat rate.  This is also a key component of the Irish alternative 
model for the internal convergence of direct payments within Member States.

State Agencies

20/02/2013WRY01400206. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the State 
agencies or bodies not currently included under Schedules 1 and 2 of the Ombudsman for Chil-
dren Act 2002; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9026/13]

20/02/2013WRY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I can inform the 
Deputy that Schedules 1 and 2 of the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002 Act were repealed 
by the Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012 - section 22(e) - with effect from November 2012.  
My colleague Minister Howlin in the Department of Public Service and Reform reactivated 
the Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2008 during the Summer of 2012.  He proposed to make 
a number of revisions to the original Bill which also included some minor amendments to the 
Ombudsman for Children Act 2002.  Having consulted with the Ombudsman for Children, I 
availed of the opportunity of Minister Howlin’s draft legislation to make further changes to the 
2002 Act, taking account of the views of Ms. Logan and her report on the operation of the 2002 
Act in March 2012.  The new legislation extends the range of public bodies to come within the 
remit of the Ombudsman for Children.  As a result of amendments contained in sections 4 and 
22 of the Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012 any reviewable agency which comes under the 
remit of the Ombudsman will now automatically come under the remit of the Ombudsman for 
Children.  Thus the jurisdictions of both offices are aligned and there is legal certainty and clar-
ity on the matter. 

It appears that the Deputy is seeking the list of bodies that are outside the scope of the re-
mit of the Ombudsman for Children.  This information can now be found in the Ombudsman 
(Amendment) Act 2012.  The First Schedule to that Act lists the “reviewable agencies” and Part 
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II of that schedule lists the elements of those reviewable agencies that does not come within the 
remit of the Ombudsman or Ombudsman for Children.  The Second Schedule to the Act lists 
the “exempt agencies”. 

Youth Services Provision

20/02/2013WRY01600207. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will address the delay to some youth services, in the north inner city of Dublin, in being 
informed of 2013 funding from CDYSB; the reason for this delay; and the funding allocation 
for 2013. [9240/13]

20/02/2013WRY01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Funding of 
€53.173m, including €1.75 for a new capital funding programme, has been provided to my De-
partment in 2013 for the provision of youth services and programmes to young people through-
out the country through a number of schemes. 

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, the Special Projects for Youth 
Scheme, the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local Drug Task 
Force projects and certain other provisions including the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and 
Youth Information Centres.  This funding supports the delivery of a range of youth work pro-
grammes and services for all young people, including those from disadvantaged communities, 
by the voluntary youth sector.

The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department has now notified all Grant Administering Agen-
cies including Vocational Education Committees that administer funding on behalf of my De-
partment, of their funding allocations for 2013.  The Youth Projects in the North Inner City, 
referred to by the Deputy, will be notified of their allocation by the City of Dublin Youth Service 
Board (CDYSB) in due course. 

In an effort to ensure greater flexibility in the allocation of funding, it is open to organisa-
tions/VECs/administrative agencies to reconfigure the allocations to individual projects un-
der the various funding schemes provided the overall financial allocations for the individual 
schemes remain within the allocated funding for the year.  Any proposals for amalgamations/
reconfiguration of allocations to individual projects under these schemes must be submitted to 
the Youth Affairs Unit of my Department for consideration and approval and cannot be imple-
mented without the approval of my Department.  Every effort will be made by the Unit to en-
sure a quick response to such requests.

20/02/2013WRZ00150Local Drugs Task Forces Funding

20/02/2013WRZ00200208. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm the arrange-
ments now in place to provide full funding for the estate management projects in Fettercairn 
and Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24; if he will appreciate the importance to the local communi-
ties of these projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9227/13]

20/02/2013WRZ00300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): My Department 
has allocated €50,000 to support community safety fora in the Tallaght Local Drugs Task Force 
area and a further €50,000  to community safety fora in the Clondalkin Local Drugs Task Force 
area this year. 

This funding will help to secure the long term sustainability of community safety initiatives 
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developed by estate management groups in Killinarden and Fettercairn in Tallaght, and by com-
munity safety fora in North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin.    

South Dublin County Council, the channel of funding for the initiatives, is in the process 
of putting accountability arrangements in place at a local level in relation to governance of the 
expenditure.

20/02/2013WRZ00350Hospital Bed Data

20/02/2013WRZ00400209. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, in addition to patients on 
trolleys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9103/13]

20/02/2013WRZ00500210. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in University College Hospital, Galway, in addition to pa-
tients on trolleys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[9104/13]

20/02/2013WRZ00600211. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in Limerick Hospital in addition to patients on trollies in 
the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9105/13]

20/02/2013WRZ00700212. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in St Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin, in addition to patients on 
trolleys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9106/13]

20/02/2013WRZ00800213. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in St James’s Hospital, Dublin, in addition to patients on 
trolleys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9107/13]

20/02/2013WRZ00900214. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in Waterford Regional Hospital in addition to patients on 
trolleys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9108/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01000215. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in Cork University Hospital in addition to patients on trol-
leys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9109/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01100216. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the number of 
extra beds that were accommodated in the Mater Hospital, Dublin, in addition to patients on 
trolleys in the month of November last; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9110/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01200217. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the special delivery unit dif-
ferentiates between extra beds and extra trolleys that are being accommodated in hospitals; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9111/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01300221. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the reason extra beds and extra 
trolleys are not counted together; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9115/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01400222. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the length of time that patients 
are on extra beds is being measured; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9116/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01500223. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the counting of patients on 
trolleys is confined to accident and emergency wards only; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [9117/13]

20/02/2013WRZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 209 to 217, 
inclusive, and 221 to 223, inclusive, together.

Immediately following my appointment, I set out to address the issues which have been 
causing unacceptable delays in patients being treated in our hospitals.  I established the Spe-
cial Delivery Unit (SDU), as set out in the Programme for Government.  The SDU is working 
closely with hospitals to unblock access to acute services by improving the flow of patients 
through the system.

The Special Delivery Unit is strongly focused on improving patient care and in ensuring 
that all patients who require in-patient admission are placed in a bed at the earliest opportunity.  
It has set a clear target that 95% of all patients will either be discharged or admitted from an 
Emergency Department in 6 hours and that 100% of all patients will be either admitted or dis-
charged within 9 hours.

This target will be achieved by improving service delivery across the entire hospital and not 
just in the Emergency Department.  To that end, the SDU is working closely with the National 
Clinical Programmes and with Hospital Management, including Clinical Directors, to radically 
change the way that care is delivered to patients.    The measure that is perhaps most associated 
with hospital performance is the number of trolleys.  While the SDU recognises this as a very 
important measure, the published number does not come from the SDU.  The number that is 
reported is that published by the Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation, the INMO.  They col-
lect this information each morning, five days a week and their data made publicly available on 
their web-site and on the web-site of the Department of Health.  It is their count which indicates 
that there has been year-on-year improvement in trolley numbers.

Hospitals will face differing levels of demands on their services at different times, due to 
external factors such as winter vomiting virus, flu and flu-like illnesses.  This is particularly the 
case in the winter, when both attendances at Emergency Departments and emergency admis-
sions will tend to increase.  During periods of extra demand and pressure, a hospital may open 
extra bed capacity as part of their escalation and winter planning.  This extra capacity would 
only be utilised during these times of high demand.  

In responding to such pressures, a hospital will take a number of steps, in a systematic and 
graduated manner, according to the level of pressure being experienced.  In the early stages it 
will ensure that all ward rounds are happening at the appropriate time so that the number of 
discharges are maximised, thereby creating the greatest possible number of beds for those that 
are waiting.  A next step that is taken is to temporarily open additional beds, for example in a 
ward that might be closed at night, such as a day surgery ward.  A hospital will also contact 
community services, again to create additional bed spaces by discharging those who can go 
home with community supports.  

Where a patient is moved to a bed providing appropriate dignity, privacy and care facilities 
and that patient is clearly on a care pathway under a named consultant, the SDU sees no reason 
why that patient should be included in the trolley count.  However, if a patient is on a trolley or 
a bed, that is not in a proper space, where their dignity and privacy is comprised, the SDU most 
definitely expects that patient to be counted in the trolley figures.  All hospitals are expected 
to adhere to this approach and the SDU has been consistent in this message.  In the event that 
hospitals are forced to use such measures, it is expected that the patients affected will be accom-
modated in an appropriate bed as a matter of urgency. 

All hospitals will track the number of additional beds in use at a given time.  However, it 
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would be misleading to provide the deputy with a single figure which might then be interpreted 
as the usual situation in a given hospital.  Both the number of ‘regular’ and ‘additional’ beds 
in use at any time changes from day to day, between day and night and between weekdays and 
weekends.  It is the role of hospital management to actively manage their bed stock according 
to the demands of the service and according to the available resources.  At all times however, it 
is expected that their patients are cared for appropriately, with dignity and privacy.  Where this 
does not occur it is reflected in the INMO and SDU trolley counts.

20/02/2013WRAA00350Hospital Services

20/02/2013WRAA00400218. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of acute beds that are 
closed at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9112/13]

20/02/2013WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I believe we must concentrate on getting the 
best possible services for patients from the budgets available to us. This means we need to focus 
on how beds are used, on the throughput of patients, on reducing length of stay to international 
norms and on having as many procedures as possible carried out as day cases rather than inpa-
tient work. 

The work of the Special Delivery Unit, together with implementation of the Clinical Care 
Programmes in the HSE, will help to improve the efficiency of our hospitals, allowing us to 
treat as many patients as possible within budget. I believe that pursuing efficiencies through 
these means will be a far more productive approach than debating the number of beds open or 
closed at any one time.

In the current economic climate the acute sector must reduce its costs in order to deliver the 
agreed level of activity within the resources available to it. The emphasis in 2013 will continue 
to be to make the most effective use of acute bed capacity through shorter lengths of stay, in-
creased rates of day-of-surgery admission and more day surgery.  In this way the acute hospital 
system can ensure that, within the level of resources available, it provides safe, effective and 
efficient care to the maximum number of patients. 

Throughout 2013 hospitals will open and close beds on various wards in order to deliver 
the planned level of activity. These beds may be closed for a number of reasons, including cost 
containment, infection control and refurbishment. It is not possible at this time to determine 
what beds in which wards will be closed and what length of time they will be closed for. The 
decision to open and close beds is made at hospital management level and approved by the Re-
gional Director of Operations.

In relation to bed closures for the week ending 10th February 2013 (the latest data available) 
there are 688 inpatient beds closed and an additional 3 day case beds.

20/02/2013WRAA00550Hospital Procedures

20/02/2013WRAA00600219. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is the intention of the Health 
Service Executive to restrict access to such procedures as cataract surgery and varicose vein 
treatment; the other procedures that the HSE proposes to restrict access to; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9113/13]

20/02/2013WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Patient safety and the delivery of quality ser-
vices is an ongoing priority for the Irish Government and continues to be a key consideration of 
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the overall health reform agenda.  

The HSE is not attempting to restrict access to cataract and varicose vein treatment. What 
the HSE is in fact doing, is ensuring that elective surgical procedures are managed in a safe and 
equitable manner. 

Demand for elective surgical procedures continues to grow and in light of this it is only right 
that our health service ensures (a) that treatments being provided are clinically effective and (b) 
that patients who will benefit most from surgery are prioritised according to clinical need and 
are given fast access to treatment.

For these compelling reasons the HSE has requested the Health Information and Quality 
Authority (HIQA) undertake a series of health technology assessments (HTA) during 2013. 

The HIQA assessments will provide advice to the HSE regarding the clinical effectiveness 
of surgical procedures currently undertaken in Ireland to ensure that the health service is in a 
position to provide consistent, equitable and clinically effective procedures to patients irrespec-
tive of where you live in Ireland. 

The first report produced by HIQA is currently in draft format and has been put out to public 
and professional group consultation. HIQA, as an independent statutory body, must now be al-
lowed to complete its work and present its report to the HSE.

20/02/2013WRBB00150Hospital Bed Data

20/02/2013WRBB00200220. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if extra beds and or trolleys are 
being accommodated in hospitals where beds-wards are closed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [9114/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00300228. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in Beau-
mont Hospital, Dublin, that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9122/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00400229. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in Univer-
sity College Hospital, Galway that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9123/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00500230. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in the Mater 
Hospital, Dublin, that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9124/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00600231. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in Cork 
University Hospital that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9125/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00700232. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in Water-
ford Regional Hospital that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9126/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00800233. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in St. 
James’s Hospital, Dublin, that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9127/13]

20/02/2013WRBB00900234. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in St. Vin-
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cent’s Hospital, Dublin, that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [9128/13]

20/02/2013WRBB01000235. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the number of wards in Limerick 
Hospital that currently have more than the recommended number of beds; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9129/13]

20/02/2013WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 220 and 228 
to 235, inclusive, together.

On the specific queries raised by the Deputy, as these are service matters they have been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Questions Nos. 221 to 223, inclusive, answered with Question No. 209.

20/02/2013WRCC00150Departmental Reports

20/02/2013WRCC00200224. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will be implementing the 
recommendations of the Vaccine Damage Steering Group; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9118/13]

20/02/2013WRCC00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The issues contained in the Report of the Vac-
cine Damage Steering Group are complex.  They need to be considered in the wider context of 
how best to address the long term health and social needs of people who may have experienced 
adverse outcomes from all health-care interventions.

Departmental Funding

20/02/2013WRCC00400225. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he or the Health Service Ex-
ecutive have received any requests for funding from the organisation Older and Bolder; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9119/13]

20/02/2013WRCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): My Depart-
ment has not received a funding application from Older and Bolder. As any request to the HSE 
would be a service matter the question has also been referred to the Health Service Executive 
for direct reply.

Hospital Services

20/02/2013WRCC00600226. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to ensure a 
speedy resolution for those who have suffered from faulty hip replacements; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9120/13]

20/02/2013WRCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

20/02/2013WRCC00750Hospitals Funding
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20/02/2013WRCC00800227. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if it is the case that all acute hos-
pitals have been allocated budgets in 2013 that are smaller than what they spent in 2012; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9121/13]

20/02/2013WRCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

Questions Nos. 228 to 235, inclusive, answered with Question No. 220.

20/02/2013WRDD00150Hospital Staff Issues

20/02/2013WRDD00200236. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health if he intends to appoint a paediat-
ric orthopaedic surgeon at Our Lady Of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, County Louth; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [9142/13]

20/02/2013WRDD00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to the particular query raised by 
the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
directly to the Deputy in this matter.

20/02/2013WRDD00350Departmental Legal Case Numbers

20/02/2013WRDD00400237. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount of money expended 
by the Health Service Executive on legal fees for the year ending 2012 and for each of the previ-
ous four years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9148/13]

20/02/2013WRDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is an operational matter for the Health 
Service Executive it has been referred to the Executive for attention and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

20/02/2013WRDD00550Hospital Staff Issues

20/02/2013WRDD00600238. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health if the necessary five nursing 
personnel and two EEG technologists will be recruited by the Health Service Executive in order 
that the epilepsy units in Cork and Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, may be opened and provide a 
round the clock inpatient service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9153/13]

20/02/2013WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Cork and Beaumont are two of six regional 
centres which have been identified by the HSE’s Clinical Care Programme for Epilepsy for the 
provision of specialist epilepsy services. Developments so far under the Programme include the 
opening of Rapid Access Clinics at four of these centre, including Beaumont, St James’s, Gal-
way and Limerick. The Rapid Access clinics are led by Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANPs). 
Under the Programme, 10.5 (WTE) Advanced Nurse Practitioners (ANPs) have been recruited 
to lead these clinics so that a total of 12 ANPs are now in place across the four centres, deliver-
ing services on site and on an outreach basis.

The two Epilepsy Monitoring Units (EMUs) planned for Cork and Beaumont under the 
Programme will increase pre-surgical evaluation capacity.  Monitoring is required for those 
patients with the worst effects of epilepsy, and patients at these units will require 24/7 care. 
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The staffing requirements to enable the units to be safely opened have been identified. In 
regard to the planned EMU at Beaumont, I am advised by the HSE that, having secured recruit-
ment approval from the National Control Group, Beaumont is progressing the recruitment  of  
the posts necessary to support the service development. The recruitment of the necessary nurs-
ing personnel is a key element to facilitate phased opening of the unit  as nursing staff come 
into post. 

With regard to Cork, the HSE has advised that it is the intention of the Cork University 
Hospital management to open the EMU in Quarter 3 of this year and this will be included in the 
HSE South’s 2013 Regional Service Plan.

20/02/2013WRDD00750Prescription Charges

20/02/2013WRDD00800239. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will allow an exemption for 
asylum seekers who only receive €19 per week, older persons and persons with disabilities 
from the increased prescription charges, such groups should be allowed an exemption from the 
increase as it is resulting in further poverty. [9155/13]

20/02/2013WRDD00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): Medical card hold-
ers are required to pay a €1.50 charge per item for medicines and other prescription items sup-
plied to them by community pharmacists, subject to a cap of  €19.50 per month for each person 
or family.  Prescription charges do not apply to children in the care of the HSE or to methadone 
supplied to patients participating in the Methadone Treatment Scheme.  There are no plans to 
provide for further exemptions from prescription charges.

HSE Staffing

20/02/2013WREE00200240. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ap-
pointment of a Director for Mental Health for the Health Service Executive; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9166/13]

20/02/2013WREE00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Revised HSE management structures are 
being put in place in conjunction with the new governance arrangements are provided for in 
the Health Service Executive (Governance) Bill 2012; the recruitment process for a Chief Fi-
nancial Officer and five National Directors, including the Director of Mental Health, has now 
commenced.  

The competition for the post of Director of Mental Health was advertised by the Public 
Appointments Service on 21st January 2013 and the closing date for receipt of applications 
was 7th February 2013.  Staff employed in the HSE, the Department of Health, other statutory 
health agencies and bodies which provide services on behalf of the HSE under Section 38 of  
the Health Act 2004, were eligible to apply.  I understand that interviews for the position will 
be conducted in the coming weeks.

Diabetes Strategy

20/02/2013WREE00400241. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the standards, guide-
lines, protocols and procedures which are in place for the support and supervision of school-
going children with Type 1 diabetes in their efforts to control their blood glucose levels; if he 
will outline measures used to ensure these are adhered to; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [9183/13]

20/02/2013WREE00500Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

HSE Agency Staff Data

20/02/2013WREE00600242. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of agency nurs-
es that have been contracted by the Health Service Executive in the past three months broken 
down by location; the estimated cost to the HSE of the use of agency nurses over the same 
period; the average spend on each agency nurse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9188/13]

20/02/2013WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As the use of agency staff is a matter for the 
HSE in the first instance, the Deputy’s enquiry has been referred to the Executive for direct 
reply.

20/02/2013WREE00750Disabilities Services Funding

20/02/2013WREE00800243. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health the level of funding being pro-
vided by the Health Service Executive to each of the named adult intellectual disabled service 
providers (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9192/13]

20/02/2013WREE00900244. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Health the number of people receiving 
a service from service providers (details supplied) in County Donegal in respect of intellectual 
disability services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9193/13]

20/02/2013WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 243 and 244 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

20/02/2013WREE01050Medical Internships

20/02/2013WREE01100245. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on whether that due to 
the increased number of medical school graduates this year it is anticipated that in July 2013 
there will be a shortage of intern places for both EU and non EU graduates of medical schools 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9201/13]

20/02/2013WREE01200251. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the ex-
pected deficit of intern places due to additional medical school places, as it is anticipated that 
in July 2013 there will be a shortage of places for both EU and non-EU graduates of medical 
schools here, which is unacceptable in view of the fact that the completion of an intern year is a 
legal requisite for the practice of medicine here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9225/13]

20/02/2013WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 245 and 251 
together.

The issue of an adequate number of intern places in the Irish medical system is a priority 
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for my Department and for the HSE.  The HSE established an Intern Implementation Group 
in 2009 to implement aspects of the Report of the NCMET on the Intern Year and I am aware 
that this Group has issued two Implementation Reports, most recently in April 2012 (Second 
Interim Report).  The intern year is an integral part of medical training, and a medical practitio-
ner cannot be fully accredited without it.  There were 572 posts available in Ireland for the July 
2012 intern intake, an increase of almost 70 posts since 2007. To date, there have been sufficient 
posts for all EU graduates from Irish medical schools, and a number of available posts for some 
non-EU applicants. 

My Department has been in regular contact with the HSE in relation to the issue of intern 
places, with the aim, in so far as is possible, of providing a sufficient number of intern places 
for Irish/EU graduates from Irish medical schools.  In addition, under EU law, intern posts must 
be open to graduates from other EU countries and the HSE has no control over the numbers 
applying. 

The application process for internships closed in November last, but the HSE will not know 
the final number of eligible applicants for some time. The final numbers that will proceed to the 
first round match have not yet been determined, as the overseas candidates must pass the en-
trance test, meet the HSE English language requirements, provide a Basic Life Support (BLS) 
certificate, and pass their final year medical exams. Candidates applying from within Ireland 
must provide a BLS certificate and pass their final year medical exams. 

This year the HSE will have approximately 80 additional posts available for interns com-
mencing their training in July. In total, therefore, there will be in the region of 650 places avail-
able for 2013, and the HSE is confident that there will be sufficient capacity and funding to 
ensure that every EU graduate of the six Irish medical schools can access an internship.

Medical Card Appeals

20/02/2013WREE01400246. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if a decision to refuse the 
renewal of a medical card to a person (details supplied) suffering from a progressive and incur-
able condition was made by a Health Service Executive appeals officer or by a qualified medi-
cal officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9203/13]

20/02/2013WREE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Long-Term Illness Scheme Applications

20/02/2013WREE01600247. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Wicklow may expect to avail of a general practitioner visit card under the long term 
illness scheme and if a general practitioner visit card will automatically issue to those patients 
on the LTI card or do they have to apply for the card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9210/13]

20/02/2013WREE01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Programme 
for Government commits to reforming the current public health system by introducing Uni-
versal Health Insurance with equal access to care for all.  As part of this, the Government is 
committed to introducing, on a phased basis, GP care without fees within its first term of office. 
Primary legislation is required to give effect to the Government commitment to introduce a 
universal GP service without fees. 
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Legislation to allow the Minister for Health to make regulations to extend access to GP ser-
vices without fees to persons with prescribed illnesses is currently being drafted by the Office 
of the Attorney General and the Department and it will be published shortly.  Implementation 
dates and application details will be announced in due course. 

20/02/2013WRFF00150Labour Court Recommendations

20/02/2013WRFF00200248. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if the Labour Court has made its 
final recommendation in relation to the home helps in a case which has been brought by SIPTU 
to address issues in relation to the contractural situation for home helps throughout the country 
and when the final recommendations will be brought forward by the 14 January 2013; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9218/13]

20/02/2013WRFF00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): On 29 June 2012, the Labour Court recom-
mended that the HSE and SIPTU should engage in relation to matters concerning home help 
contracts.  The Court issued a further recommendation on 12th December 2012 noting that 
management proposals to deal with the issues raised would be encompassed in a comprehen-
sive delivery model for home help services.  It recommended a meeting between management 
and the unions in the week beginning 14th January.

Management and the Unions met on Friday 18th January 2013 and management outlined 
proposals to address the issues identified by the Labour Court. The parties had two further meet-
ings in early February.  A further meeting under the auspices of the LRC has been arranged for 
27 February, 2013.

It would not be appropriate for me, as Minister, to comment further given that the issues are 
being addressed through the State’s industrial relations machinery.

20/02/2013WRFF00350Medical Card Applications

20/02/2013WRFF00400249. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full medi-
cal card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford in view of a change in 
circumstances. [9221/13]

20/02/2013WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Alex White): The Health Service 
Executive has been asked to examine this matter and to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

20/02/2013WRFF00550Hospital Services

20/02/2013WRFF00600250. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital 
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9224/13]

20/02/2013WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The management of inpatient and daycase 
waiting lists for patients awaiting public health care is based on the principle that after urgent 
and cancer patients are treated, then clinically assessed routine patients should be seen in chron-
ological order (i.e. longest waiter first).

Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants an 
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consul-
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tant and hospital involved.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 245.

20/02/2013WRFF00850Services for People with Disabilities

20/02/2013WRFF00900252. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the Disability Act is work-
ing for persons with a disability; his views on whether disability funding or payments are fol-
lowing the person; if this will be improved; if administration costs will be reduced; and if the 
P.A. system will be improved in 2013. [9242/13]

20/02/2013WRFF01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The overall 
coordination of the implementation of the Disability Act 2005 is the responsibility of the De-
partment of Justice and Equality.  In respect of Part 2 of the Act, which is under the aegis of my 
Department, a Cross-Sectoral Team was established in 2006 to provide for a joint approach by 
the Department of Health and the Department of Education and Skills to the implementation of 
the Disability Act 2005 and the Education for Persons with Special Education Needs (EPSEN) 
Act 2004.  The Team now includes a representative of the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs.

Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 provides disabled individuals with an entitlement to an in-
dependent assessment of need and a statement of proposed services to be provided, and allows 
them to pursue a complaint and, if necessary, make an appeal to the independent Disability Ap-
peals Officer.  Part 2 of the Act was commenced on 1 June 2007 in respect of children under the 
age of five.  It had been intended to have both the Disability Act 2005 and the EPSEN Act 2004 
fully implemented during 2010 for children and young people aged up to 18.  However, in 2008 
the then Government decided, in light of financial circumstances, to defer further implementa-
tion of both Acts.  Notwithstanding this the Cross-Sectoral Team continues to meet to address 
issues of mutual concern for children with disabilities. 

The Value for Money (VFM) and Policy Review of Disability Services which I published 
last year found that HSE funding is based on an incremental determination process with rel-
evant adjustments made to the previous year’s baseline allocation.  In recent years, the funding 
of new places has been made at local level on the basis of providing services to named individu-
als, but, once allocated, the funding does not remain associated with or follow that individual 
but is absorbed into the agency’s base.  The move towards a model of funding which is linked 
to individual need, and which by definition will follow that individual, is encompassed by the 
recommendations in the VFM Review.  It is intended that the actions recommended in the VFM 
Review will lay the groundwork for individualised budgeting once sufficient analysis of the 
benefits is carried out in the Irish context and adequate financial management, resource alloca-
tion and governance structures are in place to ensure its long-term viability.  The priority is to 
further improve current services, while expediting the analysis of the benefits to be gained from 
a person-centred supports model and developing the administrative and governance infrastruc-
ture necessary for a more accountable and individualised service. 

The VFM Review also looked at the issue of administration costs, and found that there were 
many factors influencing the percentage of an agency’s budget which was spent on administra-
tion, including the size and function of the agency.  The Review found that it was difficult to 
draw any conclusions about a universal approach to the generation of management/ administra-
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tion savings, which were likely to vary on a case by case basis.  On the broader front, the VFM 
Review identified significant opportunities to achieve savings in agencies’ unit cost base and to 
reduce average costs across the sector.  Savings in management/ administration costs would be 
a component in this overall cost reduction.  

In terms of driving efficiencies, a number of administrative areas such as Human Resources, 
Finance, and Procurement are being examined and progressed through the work of the National 
Consultative Forum.  The Health Service Executive remains committed to working with all 
voluntary disability service providers to ensure that all of the resources available for specialist 
disability services are used in the most efficient and effective manner possible.

The Minister for Health is working to ensure that protection is afforded to the Disability 
Sector and to the Social Care area as a whole.   In 2013, the Health Service Executive is seeking 
to maximise the provision of services within available resources and to maintaining a consistent 
level to that provided in 2012, which includes the provision of 1.68 million hours of Personal 
Assistant/Home Support.

20/02/2013WRFF01050Hospital Waiting Lists

20/02/2013WRFF01100253. Deputy Patrick Nulty asked the Minister for Health if assistance and support can be 
provided to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9245/13]

20/02/2013WRFF01200Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In relation to waiting list management in 
general, the National Waiting List Management Policy, A standardised approach to managing 
scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2013, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, recently been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists. In relation to this particular query raised by the Dep-
uty, I have asked the Health Service Executive to investigate the situation and respond directly 
to the Deputy in this matter.

HSE Staff Remuneration

20/02/2013WRFF01300254. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the case 
of a Health Service Executive employee (details supplied); if he will outline this person’s pen-
sion rights; the supports available to assist with recouping lost salary and pension payments 
following a serious illness prior to their return to work in 2011; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [9246/13]

20/02/2013WRFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter it has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

20/02/2013WRFF01450Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

20/02/2013WRFF01500255. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cochlear 
implants in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9248/13]
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20/02/2013WRFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Deputy will be aware from previous 
responses to his questions relating to cochlear implants, that bilateral cochlear implants are not 
routinely available at present.  However, some bilateral implantation has already occurred for 
patients, mainly very young children with certain medical conditions such as a history of men-
ingitis or blindness.  Beaumont Hospital, HSE Management and the HSE’s Audiology Clinical 
Care Programme have met recently to discuss a joint process to identify the options for devel-
oping and resourcing a programme of simultaneous and sequential cochlear implantation. An 
important element of this will be the development of clear clinical criteria to prioritise clients 
for assessment and follow on implantation.   The introduction of this service is a matter between 
the HSE and Beaumont hospital and the HSE has advised me that these plans will be progressed 
through the HSE 2014 estimates process.

Patient Redress Scheme

20/02/2013WRGG00200256. Deputy Dominic Hannigan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
possible redress scheme for those patients who were excluded from the redress scheme at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, County Louth, who were under the care of Dr. Neary; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9251/13]

20/02/2013WRGG00300Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): A commitment was made in the Programme 
for Government to seek a mechanism to compensate those women who were excluded on age 
grounds alone from the Lourdes Hospital Redress Scheme. The Scheme of Redress approved 
by Government in 2007 was a non-statutory, ex-gratia scheme.  Awards were determined by an 
independent Redress Board in 2007 and 2008.  

My Department has been engaged in a review to identify the most appropriate mechanism 
to compensate these women. This review has included taking instructions and legal advice, 
including advice from the Office of the Attorney General, with a view to bringing proposals 
to Government for a decision.  This process is ongoing, and it is my intention that it will be 
brought to a satisfactory, legally sound conclusion as quickly as possible. 

20/02/2013WRGG00400Sports Capital Programme Applications

20/02/2013WRGG00500257. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there will 
be a sports capital programme for 2013; if so, when application forms will be available; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [9204/13]

20/02/2013WRGG00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Michael 
Ring):  No decision has been taken on the timing of the next round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme.  

20/02/2013WRGG00700Redundancy Payments

20/02/2013WRGG00800258. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 304 of 20 November 2012, if he has approved a voluntary sever-
ance programme for Dublin Port Company; if so, the terms of the offer; the number of redun-
dancies involved; the overall cost of the offer; the way the offer compares to typical voluntary 
service schemes within the public service and commercial semi State sector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9205/13]
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20/02/2013WRGG00900262. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he has 
approved a voluntary severance programme for Dublin Port Company; the terms of the offer; 
the number of redundancies involved; the overall cost of the offer; the way the offer compares 
to typical voluntary service schemes in the commercial semi State companies under the respon-
sibility of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9206/13]

20/02/2013WRGG01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 258 and 262 together.    

The approval and  implementation of the voluntary severance programme referred to by the 
Deputy is an operational matter for Dublin Port Company and one in which I have no function. 

However, I am informed by the Company that in July 2012 the Board approved a voluntary 
severance programme which offers five choices as follows:

- Traditional voluntary severance

- Income streaming comprising a lump sum plus ongoing payments of a specific percentage 
of current salary up to age 60 years

- Paid career breaks

- Early retirement for individuals over 60 years of age

- Transfer from permanent full time to permanent part time.

I am informed that it is a ‘double voluntary’ scheme which means that employees are free 
to apply for redundancy but the Company are also free to decide whether to accept the applica-
tion or not.  I also understand that to date a total of 16 staff have exited or are in the process of 
exiting under the terms of the programme.

20/02/2013WRGG01100Road Improvement Schemes

20/02/2013WRGG01200259. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport in 
view of the significant volume of heavy trucks drawing materials daily to and from the Corrib 
Gas development site since 2004 along the N59 which is the designated route as per planning 
permission and the consequent wear and tear and damage to this road particularly in sections 
between Ballina and Bellacorrick, the contribution Shell Ireland have been required to make 
towards this road for restoration and improvement works; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8993/13]

20/02/2013WRGG01300263. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport in 
view of the volume of heavy trucks drawing materials daily to and from the Corrib gas devel-
opment site along the N59 since 2004 which is the designated route as per planning permission 
and the consequent wear and tear and significant damage to and poor surface condition of this 
road particularly in sections between Ballina and Bellacorrick which have seen no restoration 
nor improvement works for years and in view of the fact that the Bord Gáis pipeline crosses the 
road several times along this stretch of the road and since the pipes were laid in 2007 no overlay 
surface finish works, the plans and priority he and the National Roads Authority have to bring 
the entire section of this road to an acceptable standard in view of its significance to the region; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9238/13]

20/02/2013WRGG01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 259 and 263 together.
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As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. The maintenance of individual national roads is a matter for the 
National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the 
local authorities concerned.  Noting this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NRA for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

20/02/2013WRGG01500Road Network

20/02/2013WRGG01600260. Deputy Seamus Kirk asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the fund-
ing arrangements for the Narrow Water Bridge project have been finalised and if he will outline 
the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [9131/13]

20/02/2013WRGG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Firstly I would like 
to explain that the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads, in its area, is a 
statutory function of each road authority in accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the 
Roads Act, 1993.  

Louth County Council and its project partners submitted the Narrow Water Bridge project 
for Interreg IVA funding and the project was approved for €17.4m in funding by the Special EU 
Programmes Body (SEUPB) on the basis that both my Department and the relevant Northern 
Ireland Authorities would provide financial support.

My Department subsequently approved an up-front contribution of €3.9 million.  Confirma-
tion of the balance of the funding is a matter for the Northern Ireland Authorities.

20/02/2013WRGG01800Tourism Promotion

20/02/2013WRGG01900261. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of money spent on advertising to Londoners last summer to visit here during the Olym-
pics and the number of persons from there who visited here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9198/13]

20/02/2013WRGG02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): While no official 
statistics are available on visits from Londoners to Ireland, and it would not be feasible to 
collect such micro data to a sufficiently robust standard, the Central Statistics Office recently 
reported 2,774,200 visits from Great Britain to Ireland in 2012. With regard to the cost of adver-
tising campaigns undertaken last year, this is an operational matter for Tourism Ireland Limited 
as the body responsible for promoting the island of Ireland as a visitor destination overseas. 
Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 258.

Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 259.


